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DÁIL ÉIREANN

————

Dé Máirt, 28 Meitheamh 2011.
Tuesday, 28 June 2011.

————

Chuaigh an Ceann Comhairle i gceannas ar 2.30 p.m.

————

Paidir.

Prayer.

————

Ceisteanna — Questions

————

Freedom of Information

1. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Taoiseach the number of freedom of information requests
that have been received by his Department since he took office; the number that have been
acceded to; the number that have been refused; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [17021/11]

The Taoiseach: A total of 27 requests were received by my Department between 9 March
and the end of May 2011, of which 19 were granted or part granted while one was refused. A
further three were withdrawn while four are being processed. All requests received by my
Department are processed statutorily by designated officials in accordance with the Freedom
of Information Acts. I have absolutely no role in processing requests.

Deputy Gerry Adams: Last week, the Taoiseach restated his determination to restore the
Freedom of Information Act to its status before 2003, but he also stated he could not do this
due to pressure on the Office of the Attorney General from the EU-IMF deal. Seo geallúint
eile. Gheall an Taoiseach don phobal go bhfuil seo mar chuid den trédhearcacht, agus is léir
ón bhfreagra seo nach bhfuil an Taoiseach chun cloí le geallúint a thug sé. Is this another
broken promise? When does the Taoiseach believe this legislation will be brought forward?
He committed in the programme for Government to widen the remit of the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act to other public bodies. Could he name those other bodies?

An Ceann Comhairle: Strictly speaking, questions on the Freedom of Information Act should
be to the Minister for Finance.

The Taoiseach: The programme for Government sets out the propositions from the Govern-
ment parties to be implemented during the lifetime of the Government. I have outlined several
times to the House the issues surrounding a number of Bills that are on timelines, that is, Bills
which must be published in accordance with the conditions and timescales of the IMF-EU
bailout deal.
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[The Taoiseach.]

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform is examining which additional bodies might
be included under the reform and restructuring of the Freedom of Information Act. In consul-
tation with the Minister for Justice and Equality, he will also examine the administrative
element of the Garda Síochána that can be included under a revised Freedom of Information
Act. I have not put a date on this, but the Deputy can take it from me that the matter is
being pursued.

Deputy Gerry Adams: On a point of order, a Cheann Comhairle, did you say that questions
about the Freedom of Information Act should be put to the Minister for Finance?

An Ceann Comhairle: Yes, in respect of legislation. Individual Ministers must deal with
requests for their own Department, but the legislation is the responsibility of the Minister
for Finance.

Deputy Gerry Adams: I know it is not your fault or that of the Taoiseach, but it is difficult
to get information. I have put forward questions to the Taoiseach that have been referred to
other Ministers. It is very difficult to get information and to get a flow between the Opposition
and the Government.

Deputy Jerry Buttimer: Deputy Adams is good at giving information.

An Ceann Comhairle: Just ignore the backbenches for a moment. I call on Deputy Martin.

Deputy Micheál Martin: That is a favourite tactic of mine in Cork South-Central.

Has the Taoiseach considered the time in which the processing of such requests is taking
within his Department? He states in his reply that four such requests are currently being pro-
cessed. The Department of Social Protection replied to a request for documents relating to the
pension levy two week ago, yet a similar request to the Department of the Taoiseach is still
awaiting reply, even though it was lodged at the same time. There seems to be a certain tardi-
ness or reluctance to provide documentation or any briefing material that his Department has
received on the pension levy. This is a very important levy, because it is reducing benefits
payable to pensioners and it also puts the solvency of pension funds into question. Perhaps he
might indicate to me why that delay exists in his Department.

The Taoiseach: When did the Deputy make his application for a freedom of information
request?

Deputy Micheál Martin: I think it was over two weeks ago.

The Taoiseach: As I said to Deputy Adams, only 27 requests were received between 9 March
and 31 May 2011. I do not have the answer to the question but I will find out. I have no
function in the statutory response to the Freedom of Information Act, nor should I. In keeping
with the efficiency of the House, Deputies should be given available information in a timely
fashion. I will query it from that perspective.

Official Engagements

2. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent meeting with
President of the European Council Mr Herman Von Rompuy; the issues that were discussed;
and the outcome of this meeting. [17029/11]
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3. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the recent EU Council
meeting. [17254/11]

4. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Taoiseach if he raised the issue of an interest cut for
Ireland’s EU/IMF bailout at the EU Council meeting. [17255/11]

5. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Taoiseach the outcome of the EU Summit meeting on 23
and 24 June 2011. [17269/11]

6. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the bilateral meetings in
which he was involved in the course of the EU Summit. [17270/11]

7. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Taoiseach if he specifically raised the issue of a rate cut in
interest rates at the EU Summit meeting. [17271/11]

8. Deputy Joe Higgins asked the Taoiseach if the statement by the Minister for Finance in
Washington concerning forcing certain bondholders in Anglo Irish Bank to carry their own
losses was discussed at the EU Summit meeting. [17272/11]

9. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he will provide an update on the outcome
of discussions at the European Council Meeting in Brussels last week. [17278/11]

10. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he will give details of his discussions with
President Sarkozy in recent weeks. [17279/11]

11. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he will detail his bilateral contacts with
other heads of Government in recent weeks outside of the context of the meeting of the
European Council. [17288/11]

12. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the recent Euro-
pean Council meeting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17328/11]

13. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the issues he
raised with his European counter-parts at the recent European Council meeting; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [17329/11]

14. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Taoiseach if he will provide a detailed report
on discussions and any decisions made regarding the European debt crisis at the recent Euro-
pean Council meeting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17330/11]

15. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Taoiseach if he had any discussions with the
Greek Prime Minister at the recent European Council meeting; if so, if he will report on those
discussions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17331/11]

16. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Taoiseach if the specific issue of the Irish debt
crisis and the sustainability of the EU-IMF deal for Ireland was discussed at the EU Council
meeting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17332/11]

17. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Taoiseach if the issue of unemployment here
and across Europe was discussed at the recent European Council meeting [17333/11]
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18. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he has reconsidered making personal
contact with French President Nicolas Sarkozy to discuss France’s attempts to veto a lowering
of the interest rate. [17675/11]

The Taoiseach: I propose to answer Questions Nos. 2 to 18, inclusive, together.

I was delighted to welcome President Van Rompuy to Government Buildings on Friday 17
June. This marked his first visit to Dublin in the role he assumed in December 2009 as President
of the European Council. We had a very constructive meeting, mainly focused on the economic
situation in Ireland and in the wider euro area, and on preparations for the European Council
on 23-24 June.

I briefed the President on the progress we are making in implementing the EU-IMF prog-
ramme, including the steps we have taken on banking, the comprehensive spending review,
and the jobs initiative. President Van Rompuy expressed his full support and admiration for
the efforts being undertaken in Ireland to deal with the severe challenges we face. We reviewed
the discussions underway about the interest rate reduction on our EU-funded loans, and agreed
the need to find a solution. I also took the opportunity to remind him that Ireland is looking
forward to its seventh EU Presidency in the first half of 2013, and that the planning process is
already well underway.

Last week’s European Council meeting was a busy one, with a wide range of issues on the
agenda: the economic situation, including Greece; migration and asylum; and international
issues, including Libya, Syria and the Middle East. I will be making a fuller statement on its
outcome to the House tomorrow.

We had a good discussion on economic matters over dinner on Thursday night. The Euro-
pean Council welcomed the near completion of implementing the comprehensive package of
measures it agreed last March to put Europe back on the path towards sustainable and job-
creating growth, including strengthened economic governance. It welcomed in particular the
agreement reached on the future European stability mechanism and the amended European
financial stability facility, as well as the substantial progress made on the legislative proposals
on economic governance. It also stressed the importance of fully transparent and credible bank
stress tests.

The meeting concluded the first European semester, the new framework for economic policy
coordination. We endorsed the recommendations of the Commission for each member state,
consistent with the goals of the EU2020 strategy for jobs and sustainable growth. Member
states taking part in the euro plus pact also agreed to enhance the ambition and precision of
their commitments in next year’s exercise. The European Council also assessed the situation
of those member states with an adjustment programme.

Regarding Greece, the euro area heads agreed on a way forward and called on their Finance
Ministers to complete work to allow the necessary decisions to be taken by early July. The
European Council welcomed the progress made in Ireland in the implementation of our own
programme, and confirmed that this is well on track.

There was no discussion of specific issues relating to Anglo Irish Bank, which the Minister
for Finance, Deputy Noonan, has indicated will be addressed in the autumn. I had good conver-
sations with a number of colleagues both at and on the margins of the meeting. They were
notably warm in their tributes to Ireland. Through the steps that we are taking, we are estab-
lishing our credibility and this was reflected in the room.

I stressed the importance of ensuring that all aspects of support programmes, including the
pricing of loans, contribute to the shared goal of returning to the markets as soon as possible.
This included a constructive discussion with President Sarkozy. He and I agreed to continue to
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seek a way forward together, and our officials will remain in close contact in the period ahead.
We will continue to work to find a resolution and I remain hopeful of a positive outcome.

Migration and asylum issues were discussed on Friday morning, when we considered the
governance of the Schengen area, the control of external borders, the development of partner-
ships with the countries of the southern neighbourhood and the completion of the common
European asylum system by 2012. We agreed that the accession negotiations with Croatia
should be concluded by the end of June, confirming the strong commitment that exists in terms
of the enlargement perspective of the western Balkans. Discussion on developments in the
southern neighbourhood included adopting a separate declaration on this subject.

During the course of the discussion on international issues, I raised with colleagues concerns
about the situation in Bahrain where medical staff, some of whom were trained in Ireland, face
trial. The language proposed by me on the situation in Bahrain was accepted.

The European Council also finalised the appointment of Mr. Mario Draghi as President of
the European Central Bank with effect from 1 November 2011.

Outside the context of European Council meetings and related discussions, the position as
regards my bilateral meetings with other Heads of State or Government remains as I set out
to the House on 15 June. I met with Prime Minister Cameron in London on 18 April, and in
Dublin on 18 May; with President Obama in Dublin on 23 May; and with Prime Minister Orban
of Hungary in Dublin on 1 June, in the context of the current Hungarian EU Presidency. As I
have already mentioned, I met with Herman Van Rompuy, President of the European Council,
on 17 June. Last week, I also discussed with Prime Minister Tusk of Poland the possibility of
him visiting Ireland in September.

Other arrangements have not been finalised and remain under review.

Deputy Gerry Adams: The Taoiseach said the European Council was warm in its attitude to
Ireland. Tá a fhios ag an Taoiseach go bhfuil an pobal ag lorg réitigh do na fadhbanna; tá
muintir an Stáit faoi bhrú agus níl siad ag lorg plámáis. The Taoiseach has told the European
Union, the IMF and the European Central Bank that he will bring in €3.6 billion of cuts in the
next budget. A total of €1.5 billion of those are about the lowering of tax bands and credits as
part of the general tax increases and reductions in spending, which include social expenditure
reductions. He has agreed a total of €3.6 billion in cuts, €1.5 billion in increased taxes——

An Ceann Comhairle: Questions please.

Deputy Gerry Adams: ——and in lowering social expenditure, yet he has told the Irish
people time and time again that he will not increase taxes and that he will not decrease social
welfare payments. What is the position? Is it the EU or the Irish people that he is two-timing?
Did he point out at the EU summit that we cannot afford this? Did he make it clear in terms
of what is happening in our health service and what we are seeing with——

An Ceann Comhairle: Sorry, Deputy, questions please.

Deputy Gerry Adams: ——rural schools and even cuts in transport in rural communities like
the one he represents? Did he bring that to the attention of the European summit?

The Taoiseach: Tá a fhios go maith ag an Teachta gur réiteach atá i gceist anseo agus sin an
fáth go bhfuil na díospóireachtaí ar siúl idir oifigigh na hÉireann agus oifigigh an Aontais
Eorpaigh. Tá sin ag leanúint ar aghaidh. Tá a fhios ag an Teachta freisin go bhfuil cúrsaí buiséid
i gceist aige ó thaobh cúrsaí cánach de. Dúirt mé go soleir, agus tá sé i gceartlár an chláir
Rialtais, nach mbeidh ardú ann sna rátaí cánach ioncaim sa chéad bhuiséad eile. Ní bheidh
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[The Taoiseach.]

laghdú sna rátaí leasa shóisialta ach dóibh siúd nach bhfuil toilteanach cúrsa traenála nó job a
ghlacadh. Caithfidh siad a thuiscint go dtosófar le laghdú ar an ráta atá ar fáil sna cásanna sin
nuair nach bhfuil siad toilteánach obair nó cúrsa traenála atá oiriúnach a ghlacadh.

Deputy Gerry Adams: Tá an Taoiseach ag rá rud amháin do na daoine san Eoraip agus rud
eile do mhuintir an Stáit anseo. Chuir mé ceist dhíreach ar an Taoiseach agus níor thug sé
freagra dom.

The Taoiseach: Ní aontaím; chuir an Teachta ceist orm agus thug mé freagra díreach dó. Tá
a fhios ag an Teachta céard atá mé ag rá. Tá an plean leagtha amach ag an Rialtas, agus sin an
plean a cuirfear i gcrích. Maidir leis na díospóireachta a bhí a siúl idir mé féin agus ceannairí
na náisiún eile, tá a fhios acu go maith go bhfuil Rialtas na hÉireann dírithe ar réiteach agus
ar dheireadh a chur lenár bhfadhbanna eacnamaíochta, agus caithfimid deighleáil leo.

Deputy Gerry Adams: Cá bhfuil an réiteach?

The Taoiseach: Tá sé thar a bheith soiléir go gcaithfear go mbeadh díospóireachtaí ag leanú-
int, agus tá siad ag leanúint ar aghaidh. Sin an rud a dúirt mé sa bhfreagra a thug mé don
Teachta níos luaithe.

Deputy Joe Higgins: Does the Taoiseach agree that from the report he has given today he
has failed dismally in the single most prominent pledge he made to the people before the
general election, in the course of the general election campaign and immediately after the
general election, that he would secure a major renegotiation of the EU-IMF-ECB austerity
agreement? Does he also agree in particular that he said he would achieve burden sharing by
forcing the gambling bondholders to take at least some of their own losses and that he would
achieve a cut in the interest rates for funds extended from Europe at scandalously high rates?
Does the Taoiseach further agree that four months later it is abundantly clear that, despite
several meetings of the European Union at the highest levels, he has absolutely nothing to
show? Will he explain to the Dáil and to the people what is going on, why he has failed so far
and whether he will give a timeline for the next four months on how he will honour his promise
to the people?

The Taoiseach: I hope that tomorrow morning Deputy Higgins will actively encourage people
in his constituency to participate in the internship scheme which will be launched, and that he
will encourage firms, employers and people in his constituency to participate in the jobs initiat-
ive which takes legal effect from 1 July.

Deputy Higgins is aware that the current memorandum of understanding was renegotiated
with the troika — the IMF, the EU and the ECB. The renegotiations included the opportunity
to have a limited jobs initiative to provide stimulation to the indigenous economy and to focus
with particular impact on the tourism-hospitality sector where the Government reduced VAT
from 13.5% to 9%, applied a zero rating to travel tax and provided temporary relief in respect
of PRSI reductions for employers.

Deputy Higgins is also aware that in respect of subordinated bondholders, significant
amounts of money have been extracted from them and the Minister for Finance has made it
perfectly clear that the circumstances surrounding senior bondholders in Anglo Irish Bank are
in a different category to senior bondholders in Bank of Ireland and AIB. It is the Minister’s
intention to raise that matter with the ECB in the autumn.

In so far as the interest rate reduction is concerned, I agreed with the other leaders that the
officials on our side, together with the Minister for Finance and his colleagues, will continue
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to carry out the remit and responsibilities which they have been given, which is to bring about
a conclusion to the principle which has already been agreed of an interest rate reduction being
applied to countries that are in the EFSF bailout. From that point of view I was heartened by
the response from European leaders to how the Irish people have measured up to the economic
challenge, which we will beat — I hope with the help of Deputy Higgins.

Deputy Joe Higgins: I would not take a pat on the head from right wing European leaders
as a source of pleasure or contentment when the reality is that the Irish people are being bled
dry to save the major banks and speculators in Europe under the auspices of the leaders with
whom the Taoiseach was speaking.

Does the Taoiseach realise the urgency of the situation? Bondholders are being paid all the
time at different intervals. Interest is being paid and is being ratcheted up. The Government
has lost four months. How many more months will it lose before it obtains agreement on
this issue?

The Taoiseach said there was a discussion on the Middle East at the summit. Was there a
discussion on the humanitarian flotilla of urgent aid for the suffering and imprisoned people
of Gaza? Did he inform the EU leaders that the flotilla included a ship funded by the Irish
people, containing a Member of the European Parliament, a councillor, a rugby player and
other active and concerned individuals? In view of the atrocity carried out by the Israeli forces
on a previous flotilla ship, did the Taoiseach urge the EU states to demand safe passage for
the flotilla and a commitment that the Israeli State would not attack it in either international
or Gaza waters?

The Taoiseach: I am not asking the Deputy to take a pat on the head from anybody. A
number of left-wing leaders were complimentary of the efforts being made by this country and
its people to deal with our challenge.

3 o’clock

With regard to the discussions about the Middle East, a detailed report was given by the
High Representative, Catherine Ashton, to the group, which included a response to what is
happening in Libya and in Syria and the consequences for people who are fleeing to the borders

of neighbouring countries. In particular, Baroness Ashton referred to the horren-
dous activities on the Syrian-Turkish border when Syrian tanks were less than
ten miles from that border, and the appalling and outrageous breaches of human

rights which included women being lined up naked for rape. This was a matter of serious
concern to the European Council. There was an insertion into the conclusions with regard to
the movement of ships to Gaza, and Prime Minister Papandreou was particularly concerned
about a number of ships which would be leaving Grecian ports to head there. There was a
general conclusion that there should be restraint. That discussion was about what could be
done to prevent what happened on the last occasion, which was of concern. The Council did
consider that matter in its deliberations on Friday morning.

An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Martin. I am sorry, Deputy Higgins, but I want to give every-
body a chance first.

Deputy Micheál Martin: There are 17 questions in this group, which is a new record for the
Taoiseach. The effect of these groupings is that we are denied specific responses to specific
questions. The idea that every European issue is the same is ridiculous, and there is no basis
for grouping 17 questions. I have four questions in this group and I suggest that the Taoiseach
has not answered these comprehensively enough. I would appreciate some specific answers.

The Taoiseach said there was some warmth towards Ireland. The fundamental reason we
are on track in the EU-IMF deal is the effect of the last budget, a substantial one which

669



Ceisteanna 28 June 2011. - Questions

[Deputy Micheál Martin.]

imposed cuts of €6 billion on the Irish people and which the Taoiseach described at the time
as “savage” and voted against; however, he has now adopted it. Provision was made for the
internship scheme he just spoke about in the four-year plan, and the burning of subordinated
bondholders was facilitated by legislation enacted by the late Deputy Brian Lenihan as Minister
for Finance, which the Taoiseach described at the time as draconian and unconstitutional. His
capacity for policy somersaults is understood and noted.

With regard to the questions I have tabled, the Taoiseach may remember that he gave a
speech in London some time back in which he claimed to have had meetings with Chancellor
Merkel and President Sarkozy. He was badly caught out on that occasion because it sub-
sequently emerged that he had not had such meetings but was, rather, talking about meeting
them at the European Council.

An Ceann Comhairle: Sorry, Deputy, but can you put a question? We do not want a his-
tory lesson.

Deputy Micheál Martin: I am coming to a question. Given the huge spinning efforts concern-
ing what happened at the Taoiseach’s meeting with the French President, Mr. Sarkozy, will he
tell us how long the meeting lasted? The Taoiseach also briefed the media claiming he made a
presentation on Ireland’s case at the Council. How long did this presentation take and on which
part of the agenda did it take place?

The Taoiseach: I do not agree with Deputy Martin’s accuracy on the number of questions
being taken together. I recall on numerous occasions over the past 20 years, how predecessors
in his party would have taken substantially more than I have taken this afternoon. I do not
have an objection to these questions being divided up into sectors.

Deputy Micheál Martin: It is a new record for the Taoiseach today, however.

The Taoiseach: They are all related to Europe. As I said on my first day in office, I would
examine this format. In the context of the discussions we will have in the next several weeks,
I will be glad to hear Deputy Martin’s opinion on whether the format needs to be changed.

Deputy Martin asked me to provide an update on the outcome of discussions at last week’s
European Council meeting. I have just read a four-page reply on this. Last week, for the first
time ever, we had an opportunity for the Dáil to make observations before a Council meeting.
There will be more statements tomorrow on the meeting. If the Deputy wants me to read out
the reply I have just given again, I will.

Deputy Micheál Martin: I asked two specific supplementary questions.

The Taoiseach: The Deputy asked me to provide an update on the outcome of discussions
at last week’s European Council meeting for which I have just given a four-page answer.

Deputy Micheál Martin: I asked two specific supplementary questions.

The Taoiseach: Deputy Martin asked me to give details of discussions with the French Pres-
ident, Mr. Sarkozy, in recent weeks. My discussions with him took place during the course of
the European Council meeting. As I said, we had a good conservation about the issue of the
interest rate reduction. I have detailed the bilateral contacts with the other Heads of Govern-
ment. The Polish Prime Minister, Mr. Tusk, is anxious to come to Ireland early in his term of
European Presidency. It will probably be in September if the dates are appropriate.
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The French President, Mr. Sarkozy, is anxious a conclusion be brought to the issue of an
interest rate reduction for Ireland. He is of the opinion that the personnel involved should
continue their discussions and, hopefully, arrive at a conclusion. I would like to have it done
as quickly as possible, as everyone else does. The German Chancellor, Ms Merkel, confirmed
she is absolutely confident of Ireland beating the economic challenge it faces and that she
supports our programme.

I briefed the European People’s Party on Ireland’s position. I made the point about the
general pricing of loans and that those countries complying with their conditions should be
supported. I made the same point at the Council meeting to the general body of the 27 member
states. I also made the point that, in the event of anything untoward happening in the Grecian
situation, other countries should be supported by the European Union, particularly those com-
plying with the conditions set out in their respective EU-IMF deals. That was clearly under-
stood by everybody.

Deputy Micheál Martin: I asked the Taoiseach two specific supplementary questions. First,
how long did the meeting with the French President, Mr. Sarkozy, last? It is okay if he does
not want to answer it. Second, the Taoiseach briefed the media that he made a presentation to
the Council but he has just referred to one given to the European People’s Party. It seems he
made none to the Council.

The Taoiseach: I said I made a presentation to the Council also.

Deputy Micheál Martin: There is spin and counter-spin and there is much more spinning
than there should be.

The Taoiseach: Deputy Martin should have listened to my reply.

Deputy Micheál Martin: Putting aside the academic debate on the overspinning of every
development in this matter, will the Taoiseach explain to the House how the formal conclusions
of the Council meeting should be viewed as progress? The conclusions express confidence that
the debts of Ireland and Portugal will be sustainable if the two countries implement their
agreed programmes. In contrast, the agreement of March 11 explicitly stated our interest rate
would need to be reduced to ensure debt sustainability. If we are saying that a reduced rate is
no longer essential in the context of sustainability, then any fair person could see that our
position has been weakened. The text as agreed is, therefore, weaker than that issued on 11
March. In the latter, all the Heads of Government agreed to change the terms and, in essence,
reduce the interest rate. Last week’s text explicitly states that the existing terms will ensure or
will suffice for sustainability. Why did we agree to a text last week that is weaker than that
released on 11 March?

The Taoiseach: I do not apply a stopwatch to conversations I have with people and nor did
the Deputy when he was on this side. I raised the situation in so far as Ireland is concerned at
the plenary session of the Council meeting. I stated last week that I will contribute to these
debates in a comprehensive and inclusive manner and I did that. I also spoke on the situation
in the Middle East and I put forward a paragraph relating to a number of doctors who trained
in Ireland and who are now subject to trial in Bahrain which was accepted by the group. On
behalf of the country and as leader of the Government, I contributed to the series of debates
to which I referred earlier and which dealt with migration and asylum, the situation in Syria,
Libya and other countries in the Middle East.

On the interest rate reduction, no one in their right mind would expect me to attend a
European Council meeting and indicate that I agree that there should be a change in Ireland’s
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[The Taoiseach.]

corporation tax rate. We set that very clearly and everyone supports us. There will be no
movement in that regard. The reason the interest rate reduction has not been passed on to
Ireland is because there was a request that our corporation tax rate be increased. The dis-
cussions taking place revolve around the consequences of Ireland not moving with regard to
its corporation tax rate. That is the position. The Heads of Government gave responsibility in
this regard to the Ministers for Finance in Brussels last March. The officials from the Depart-
ments of the Taoiseach and Finance and the Minister for Finance are continuing to work on
the matter. At leaders’ level, I made it perfectly clear that we would like a quick conclusion in
respect of this matter. In that context, we are adhering to our position of no change to Ireland’s
corporation tax rate.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: I tabled six of the questions in this group. Two are quite
general in nature, while the other four are specific. I hope to have the opportunity to obtain
clarification in respect of the latter four and also to make a couple of points regarding the
Taoiseach’s general response.

An Ceann Comhairle: There are only seven minutes remaining, so the Deputy should be
careful that we do not run out of time.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: In his weekly newsletter, the Taoiseach, in the context of his
experience at the European Council, stated he was very pleased in respect of the meeting at
which the ESM was discussed and indicated that the latest provisions relating thereto will create
a new playing field that will provide bondholders with a sense of confidence. In discussing the
debt crisis with his European counterparts, was it the Taoiseach’s priority to provide bond-
holders with confidence? That seems to be an extraordinary priority. Did he discuss with his
European counterparts that his and their emphasis on protecting bondholders and giving them
confidence, is having disastrous consequences socially for people in this country, in Greece and
other countries deeply affected by this debt crisis? Is there any sense among our European
counterparts that the programme they have put in place to deal with this crisis, in which all the
emphasis relates to protecting bondholders, is resulting in terrible suffering for ordinary
people? This country faces the closure of hospital accident and emergency departments, the
lack of special needs assistants for pupils in schools, the sale of State assets ——

An Ceann Comhairle: I advise the Deputy that he is running out of time.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: Were any of these issues, the social cost of prioritising bankers
and bondholders, discussed or was the discussion all about providing confidence for
bondholders?

On the question of Greece, was there any acknowledgment that the people of Greece, who
are resisting the austerity measures to pay back these bankers, may have good cause or that
their resistance is now forcing a discussion about burning the bondholders to some extent?
With regard to any discussions with the Greek Prime Minister, did the Taoiseach continue with
the line that Ireland is not Greece, when it is absolutely clear that any restructuring of the
Greek debt will have beneficial consequences for us. We should support the Greek people in
opposing austerity. However, I understand from the Taoiseach’s response that he was insisting
that the Greek people pass a further austerity budget to protect the bondholders.

With regard to the Taoiseach’s comments on the Gaza flotilla, was there any discussion of
what was being discussed openly in the Greek papers in the past week, with regard to the IMF
intervening with the Greek authorities to try and prevent some of the ships from the Gaza
flotilla from leaving Greek ports? It was suggested that the IMF was threatening to withhold
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moneys from the IMF deal if the Greek Government allowed ships from the Gaza flotilla to
leave Greece. Is that what the situation has come to and is that the level of what is going on
at Council meetings?

An Ceann Comhairle: Can the Deputy put his question?

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: Not only is the IMF dictating that we sacrifice society to pay
bondholders, but we must also sacrifice the health and safety of brave people trying to bring
aid and solidarity to the people of Gaza.

An Ceann Comhairle: I must remind the Deputy that we are on Question Time.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: These are all questions.

An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy has just finished now.

The Taoiseach: The Deputy has a very warped interpretation of the facts and I do not need
him to put words in my mouth. The decision with regard to dealing with preferred creditor
status by the Ministers for Finance at their meeting in Luxembourg is to the benefit of every
country in Europe, not just Ireland, because people who invest in a country generally buy
bonds. We did not want a situation where people investing in this country would find them-
selves in a long queue if anything were to go wrong. From that point of view, the abolition of
preferred creditor status is a positive step taken by the European Ministers of Finance in
respect of all the countries of Europe. The Deputy’s interpretation of that is as far out as
Lambay or beyond.

There was quite a detailed discussion on Greece and the importance of the vote in the Greek
Parliament which takes place this week, both in respect of the conditions that may apply and
the range of what must be done. There were quite a number of opinions expressed in respect
of what is happening in the Greek situation. A number of leaders spoke to Prime Minister
Papandreou about the tax structure that exists in Greece and about the opportunities that exist
for reform and the scale of what he and his country now face.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: What about the social consequences?

The Taoiseach: I suggest to the Deputy that there will be an opportunity again for discussion
of the restructuring of the hospital situation, the health services and so on.

I took the opportunity a number of years ago to bring a delegation from my party to Gaza
and I visited the entire area to see at first hand the consequences of the destruction of buildings,
etc. I know that Deputy Martin is also one of the few who visited Gaza. Prime Minister Papand-
reou informed the Council meeting that quite a number of ships wished to leave Grecian ports
for Gaza. I have no control over what the Grecian papers write, no more than over any other
newspapers, and I have no idea what the Deputy is talking about in the context of the IMF
fulfilling the claims made. The issue was a concern for leaders.

Deputy Joe Higgins: Will the Taoiseach demand safe passage for the ships?

The Taoiseach: Leaders at the European Council meeting were concerned that there not be
a repeat of what occurred on the last occasion. I support that view very strongly.

Deputy Joe Higgins: Is the Taoiseach demanding safe passage for the ships?

673



Priority 28 June 2011. Questions

Priority Questions

————

Defence Forces Property

42. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Defence if he intends to proceed with the
proposal for Connolly Barracks, Longford; and if so, if he will provide an outline of same.
[17595/11]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Since the mid-1990s, the Department of
Defence has been engaged in a programme of disposing of surplus properties and using the
proceeds for reinvestment in equipment and infrastructure for the Defence Forces. The former
Connolly Barracks is one such property. I have received no proposal in regard to Connolly
Barracks. The Midland Regional Authority undertook a feasibility study into the possible use
of the former barracks for a range of activities. The acceptance and implementation of the
recommendations of the Connolly Barracks feasibility study are a matter for the two local
authorities that commissioned the study. The Department has no role in this regard.

I understand the local authorities are still considering the report and the challenges in provid-
ing funding for the acquisition of the barracks. In that context, Longford County Council has
expressed some interest in acquiring the barracks and discussions with the council are at a
preliminary stage. In the event of these discussions not reaching a satisfactory outcome,
Connolly Barracks will be disposed of, taking account of the market conditions so as to maxi-
mise the return to the Defence Forces.

In the meantime, the departmental officials concerned have been in contact with the county
council to determine whether a basis exists to bring the discussions to a mutually satisfactory
conclusion. These discussions will be advanced once the authorities have completed their con-
sideration of the report.

Deputy Dara Calleary: I am accompanied by Deputy Robert Troy who has been pursuing this
issue. I understand Longford County Council is waiting for a response from the Department on
its proposal. As the Minister knows, the proposal was quite detailed. It was for the creation of
five zones of development in Longford focusing on an education centre and tourism, arts and
crafts facilities. Everybody would agree with the concept. The Department has a role in that it
owns the property in question. Does the Minister envisage setting a deadline for the nego-
tiations so everybody will know where he stands as soon as possible? Given the proposal’s value
to the community, can it be pursued in such a way that everybody is going in the one direction?

Deputy Alan Shatter: There is no difficulty in everybody going in one direction. Essentially,
this is a property that is available, owned by the Department of Defence and has a commercial
value. As I understand it, the feasibility study to which the Deputy referred is being considered
by the local authorities and it is for them to take the initiative in the matter. I can say to the
Deputy without any difficulty that the officials in my Department will engage in and discuss
the matter. The local authorities will be aware that the study recommends the development of
five zones within the barracks site for the provision of adult and further education facilities,
arts, crafts and food produce initiatives, community and commercial facilities and a river park
and play area. There will be substantial costs involved in this development, and the matter is
essentially one for Longford town and county councils.

Deputy Dara Calleary: The feasibility study was finalised and presented to the Department at
the end of last year. Six months later, there seems to have been a breakdown in communications
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somewhere. Will the Minister ask his officials to make contact directly with Longford County
Council to see whether this can be progressed so the people of Longford know what is going
on?

Deputy Alan Shatter: For almost three months of the six months, Deputy Calleary’s party
was in government and there was a degree of confusion as to who actually was the Minister of
Defence because Mr. Killeen resigned and Deputy Ó Cuív was appointed and then we had a
general election.

I want to reiterate if constructive proposals can be implemented which are in the public
interest, which address the commercial value of the barracks and which are clearly in the
interest of Longford, my officials will participate in discussions to bring about such a resolution.
However, it is for the Longford authorities to come to terms with the financial implications of
any arrangements that might be implemented to meet requirements in this regard. There is no
difficulty with the council dealing with matters with officials in the Department of Defence and
I encourage that. However, at the end of the day specific proposals must come from the council
for the Department to consider.

Defence Forces Equipment

43. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Defence if he will give details of the
contracts, the companies involved and their monetary value between the Defence Forces and
suppliers and procurers of military hardware and related services during the past five years;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17597/11]

Deputy Alan Shatter: A wide range of goods and services is procured by the Department
and the Defence Forces to ensure the Defence Forces can carry out their day-to-day roles at
home and overseas.

Procurement for the Department of Defence and the Defence Forces is provided for under
various subheads of the Defence Vote. The subheads relate to, inter alia, defensive equipment,
mechanical transport, aircraft, Naval Service ships and stores, property, building and engineer-
ing, communications and information technology equipment. There are also procurement
sections in the Defence Forces with responsibility for the provision of barrack service items,
utilities services and a range of food-related items.

In that context I am advised a considerable amount of contracts and orders of variable values
is placed for a wide range of goods and services on a weekly, monthly and yearly basis through-
out the Department and the Defence Forces. As such, I regret that I am not in a position to
provide the information sought by the Deputy in my reply this afternoon.

I have asked the relevant officials in my Department to collate the information required over
the five-year period referred to in the question. With the agreement of the Deputy, I propose
that the information should relate to substantive contracts relative to defensive equipment
acquired for core military functions with a value of €125,000, exclusive of VAT. However, if
there is a more specific sector of interest for which the Deputy may require information, per-
haps he would let me know. I will ensure the information is sent to the Deputy at the first
available opportunity.

Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh: I agree to limit the request to the figure mentioned by the
Minister; it probably should have been mentioned in the question. What contracts of such a
substantial value, if any, have been signed since his coming to office? What major contracts
are on hold or due to be signed in the coming months?
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Will he take heed of the proposal that there needs to be more ethical purchasing of military
hardware or other related goods for the Defence Forces to ensure companies backed by govern-
ments in other countries, such as the case of Israel raised in the previous Dáil, and countries
using illegal munitions such as cluster bombs and white phosphorus in wars against civilians or
any war in which they have been declared illegal are boycotted, or that there is at least a refusal
to deal with those companies while the government backing them is engaged in such activities?

Deputy Alan Shatter: I answered the second portion of the Deputy’s question on the previous
occasion. It is interesting to see he returns to the one subject obsessively in the House.

With regard to the query he raised in respect of contracts signed in recent weeks or which
may be signed, in so far as the information is available it will be included in the information
forwarded to him in written form.

Defence Forces Contracts

44. Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan asked the Minister for Defence the place from which his
Department sources its meat supplies; and if he will confirm that all meat provided to the
Army, Navy and Air Corps is produced here [17593/11]

Deputy Alan Shatter: This was a question the answer to which we chewed over.

The current contract for the supply of meat products to the Defence Forces is held by
Crossgar Food Services Limited, County Down.

The award of the contract in 2010 followed an open tender competition, which was advertised
on the Department of Finance’s e-tender website and which was published in the Official
Journal of the European Union. The significant factor in the award of the contract at the time
related to cost. The annual value of the contract is in the region of €800,000.

The contract provides for the supply of a wide range of meat products, including beef and
bacon, to all major military installations. This current contract will run to 31 December 2011.
It is expected that a new open tender competition will be advertised on the e-tenders site later
this year with respect to the supply of meat in 2012 and beyond.

I am advised that the meat products supplied by Crossgar Food Services Limited are trace-
able, fully quality assured and fully certified in all respects meeting all Irish and EU require-
ments. A very significant proportion of the meat supplied by Crossgar, 90% in total, is sourced
on the island of Ireland. Predominantly all of the beef is sourced from farms in the Republic
of Ireland. This includes both the rearing of animals and the slaughtering taking place in the
Republic of Ireland, with the actual processing taking place in Northern Ireland.

Additional information not given on the floor of the House.

The Defence Forces advise that the level of service provided by Crossgar Food Services
Limited has been very good with meat products of excellent quality provided under the
contract.

The Defence Forces are obliged to carry out the procurement of food products in an open
and transparent manner and in line with national and EU public procurement legislation. The
Defence Forces have absolutely no discretion in this regard. Adherence to these rules is
important, because in general the open market is of benefit to Irish producers as it provides
access to markets throughout Europe.

Deputy Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan: I thank the Minister for the information. I will pass it on to
the constituent who wanted me to find out.
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Deputy Alan Shatter: I ask the Deputy to thank his constituent for smoking out that
response.

Defence Forces Personnel

45. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Defence the discussions he has held with
PDFORRA regarding their calls to set retirement at 31 years of service. [17596/11]

Deputy Alan Shatter: In 1997 agreement was reached with the Permanent Defence Force
Other Ranks Representative Association, PDFORRA, on a new manpower policy for the
Defence Forces. This policy, applying to personnel enlisted after 1 January 1994, provided that
service for private soldiers would initially be for five years with the option to be extended to a
maximum of 12 years. In 2004, PDFORRA submitted a claim under the conciliation and arbi-
tration scheme for a further review of the terms of service applying to personnel enlisting in
the Permanent Defence Force after 1 January 1994.

A set of criteria was agreed to provide longer careers for those who enlisted post-1994 while
continuing to address the Government’s objective of having an appropriate age profile to meet
the challenges of modern defence forces.

The criteria require that any person re-engaging after 12 years service must be able to con-
tinue to operate at their current level both at home and overseas on an ongoing basis. Re-
engagement is subject to the individual soldier meeting specified criteria in regard to physical
fitness, medical category, successful completion of military courses of instruction, service over-
seas and conduct ratings.

The maximum service period for these personnel is as follows: enlisted personnel in the rank
of corporal and equivalent Naval Service rank may not serve beyond 21 years service; enlisted
personnel in the rank of sergeant and equivalent Naval Service rank may be permitted to
continue in service up to the age of 50 years and to the age of 56 in all higher ranks.

The Permanent Defence Force like all sections of the public service is subject to a promotion
and recruitment moratorium. In order to maintain operational effectiveness limited promotion
and recruitment has been sanctioned in recent times.

Due to the robust nature of many military operations and their attendant physical training
regimes, personnel are exposed to a unique range of challenging environments. In these circum-
stances it is vital that the age and health profile of personnel be such as to ensure that oper-
ational capability and effectiveness are not compromised.

With regard to the specific question raised by the Deputy, a claim has been received from
PDFORRA in relation to personnel who enlisted after 1994. In accordance with normal pro-
cedures, the association’s claim is being dealt with under the conciliation and arbitration scheme
for members of the Permanent Defence Force. As discussions under the conciliation and arbi-
tration scheme are confidential to the parties involved it would not be appropriate for me to
presume the manner in which these discussions may develop or to comment on any likely
outcome.

Deputy Dara Calleary: Will the Minister report back to the House when the discussions are
completed and indicate whether an agreement has been reached on the matter?

Deputy Alan Shatter: I have no doubt the Deputy will ask me a question to ensure the
relevant information comes back to the House. There is a specific issue here, namely, to ensure
we maintain Defence Forces which have the operational capability to meet all their obligations
and have an age profile which makes this possible. Without saying any more that would in any
way disrupt the discussions which will take place, this is an important issue to bear in mind, as
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is the history of previous negotiations and agreements that were concluded and in which
PDFORRA was engaged.

Deputy Dara Calleary: The Fianna Fáil Party agrees with the need to ensure the Defence
Forces are fit for purpose. The new criteria appear to be the same as the criteria currently in
place. Would it not be in everyone’s interest to make this the base criterion rather than applying
a rule that is no longer in use?

Deputy Alan Shatter: As I stated, discussions will take place and I do not want in any way
to prejudice them or impact on their outcome, nor do I want to send out any message in one
direction or another. This is an issue of some importance and I appreciate it has been raised
by PDFORRA. It is important that I ensure we have an age and operational profile in the
Defence Forces which ensures they are fit for purpose and can meet their obligations overseas
and at home.

State Visits

46. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Defence if he will report on the total costs to
his Department of the visits of Queen Elizabeth II and the President of the USA [17028/11]

Deputy Alan Shatter: Security arrangements for the visits of Queen Elizabeth II and the
President of the United States were primarily an operational matter for the Garda Síochána.
Among the roles assigned to the Defence Forces in the White Paper on Defence is the provision
of aid to the civil power, meaning in practice to assist, when requested, the Garda Síochána.

With regard to the two highly successful recent visits, the important role played by the
Defence Forces included search, surveillance and security operations on land, at sea and in the
air, as requested by and in support of the Garda Síochána. The Defence Forces were also
involved in the guarding of vital installations and provision of ceremonial duties as part of
Queen Elizabeth’s State visit, which duties went extraordinarily well and resulted in a great
deal of praise for the Defence Forces.

Prior to the visits, the estimated additional cost of the Defence Forces involvement in the
visit of Queen Elizabeth II was €1.18 million, while the estimated cost of President Obama’s
visit was €630,000. My Department is carrying out an exercise that will confirm the accuracy
or otherwise of these estimates. At this point, the indications are that the estimated costs of
both visits will not be exceeded. The costs associated with the recent visits will be paid from
the existing financial envelope provided in the defence Vote for 2011 and I am satisfied it will
not be necessary to seek a Supplementary Estimate arising out of the visits.

Deputy Clare Daly: The question was tabled because many unsuccessful attempts have been
made to obtain accurate information on the overall costs to the State of the two recent State
visits. When questions were put to the Taoiseach he could only account for the cost to his
Department and indicated that an estimate of the costs involved should be sought from each
individual Department. One could be forgiven for concluding that the Government does not
want to reveal the true figure. The figures provided by the Minister can now be added to those
provided by other Departments.

I would be pleased if some overtime was generated for members of the Defence Forces as
it would soften the blow that their pay packets have taken as a result of reductions in public
sector pay. The Minister indicated his budget is sufficient to absorb the costs arising from the
two unanticipated State visits. From which part of his Department’s budget will these resources
be taken?
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The Minister also indicated that searches and surveillance were carried out at the request of
the Garda Síochána. Were searches or surveillance carried out at the request of the United
States authorities? If so, will the Minister indicate what was the cost of such activities?

Deputy Alan Shatter: Oh dear. Some of the Members who sit in the top rows in this Chamber
can never quite get away from obsessing about countries that are supposed to be the enemy
— if it is not Israel, it is the United States. No searches were carried out at the request of the
United States. Ireland is a sovereign State and the United States does not request or direct the
Defence Forces or Garda Síochána to do anything of any description. Any engagements of the
Defence Forces were in the context of their assistance to the civil power and Garda Síochána.

The sad reality is that a substantial amount of public money was spent on two very successful
visits as a consequence of the conduct of small groups who engaged in conduct which posed a
serious risk to the success of the visits and safety of our visitors. If that had not been a concern,
much of the money would have been saved. The Department of Defence and Defence Forces
operate in a very careful and efficient manner and the funding that was used in the context of
the visit with regard to the Department can be dealt with in the Defence Forces Estimate
without any difficulty. It will not result in any cutback in services of any description, as provided
by the Department.

Deputy Clare Daly: I am not satisfied with the Minister’s reply. The figures he cited amount
to slightly less than €2 million, a sum that cannot be ignored in the context of any Department’s
budget. The relevant moneys must have been pinpointed for use in another area. Where will
the Department make up the deficit?

Deputy Alan Shatter: The Deputy has just added something in the region of €800,000 on to
the figure I gave, which was €1.18 million. I do not quite see how €1.18 million comes to
€2 million.

Deputy Clare Daly: I included the Minister’s figure of €600,000.

Deputy Alan Shatter: In the context of the provision made available to the Department of
Defence and Defence Forces, there is contained within it provision to deal with eventualities
that may arise. Such eventualities may result either from the need to address difficulties created
by subversive organisations on this island or dealing with visits from persons abroad for which
special security arrangements are required. This is part and parcel of what is included in the
Defence Forces Estimate. Given that the Defence Forces and Department of Defence operate
in a very efficient manner, no difficulty arises for either the Department or Defence Forces
out of either visit.

Deputy Clare Daly: I must correct the Minister. The two figures he provided — €1.18 million
and €630,000 — add up to €1.8 million, which is closer to €2 million than €1 million.

Other Questions

————

Army Barracks

47. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Defence his plans regarding closed barracks
that are currently unsold to be put to State or community uses, or by Government offices and
agencies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17250/11]
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Deputy Alan Shatter: Ten military barracks have been closed since 1998. Of the barracks
closed, only four remain in the possession of the Department. These are Magee Barracks,
Kildare town, part of Connolly Barracks, Longford, Rockhill Military Post, Letterkenny, and
Lifford Military Post. Agreement in principle has been reached on the disposal of Rockhill and
Lifford military posts to the local authority. The Department wrote to all Departments in 2009
to ascertain if they or agencies under their aegis had an interest in acquiring any of the barracks
that remained in its possession. As a result, the Department of Education and Skills arranged
the purchase of the old Monaghan Barracks and part of Connolly Barracks, Longford, by the
respective vocational education committees.

Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh: In light of the Minister’s response, will he indicate what is
intended with regard to Magee Barracks, the only one of the closed barracks for which a
solution has not yet been found? Is it intended to transfer the ownership of the barracks to the
local authority or a similar body with a view to having it put to a purposeful use, rather than
having it closed at a cost to the Exchequer arising from the need to secure the site?

Deputy Alan Shatter: The site of the former Magee Barracks in Kildare town comprises, as
the Deputy may know, some 64 acres. The then Government decided on 1 July 2003 that the
former barracks in Kildare would be among the State lands released for inclusion in the Sustain-
ing Progress affordable housing initiative. On foot of this announcement, Kildare County
Council prepared a local area plan for the site which encompassed a range of uses, including
community activities in accordance with the commitment of July 2002. The Department had
been involved in the process of transferring ownership to Kildare County Council and the final
contract of sale was sent to the solicitors for the council in 2009. I believe I made reference to
this matter on a previous occasion in the House. However, the local authority subsequently
contacted the Department to state it no longer wished to proceed with the development and
did not have any interest in taking possession of the property.

The property now essentially remains with the Department of Defence. It will be disposed
of by the Department, taking account of market conditions to maximise the return to the
Defence Forces. No decision has yet been made as to when steps will be taken to dispose of
the site. This is a matter to which careful consideration will be given.

Overseas Missions

48. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Defence the numbers of Irish troops cur-
rently serving overseas; their locations; the numbers, in terms of Commissioned Officers, non
Commissioned Officers and General Service personnel in tabular form; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [17267/11]

Deputy Alan Shatter: Ireland is currently contributing 563 Defence Forces personnel to 11
different missions throughout the world. Of this, 126 are commissioned officers, 220 are non-
commissioned officers and 217 are drawn from other ranks. Full details of all personnel cur-
rently serving overseas are listed in the tabular statement which will be circulated to Deputies.
The main overseas missions in which Defence Forces personnel are currently deployed are the
United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon, UNIFIL, with 446 personnel, the EU-led operation
ALTHEA in Bosnia and Herzegovina, with 44 personnel, and the NATO-led international
security presence, KFOR, in Kosovo with 12 personnel. Other personnel are serving as moni-
tors and observers with the United Nations and the Organisation for Security and Co-operation
in Europe, OSCE. Staff are also deployed at the organisational headquarters of the EU, OSCE
and NATO.
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Also, Ireland is currently participating in the Nordic battle group, NBG, which has been on
stand-by since 1 January 2011 and which will stand down on Thursday next, 30 June 2011. The
other countries contributing to the Nordic battle group are Sweden, acting as framework nation,
Finland, Norway and Estonia. Our contribution is a Recce/ISTAR company together with staff
posts at both the operational and force headquarters amounting to approximately 150 person-
nel. Recce is an abbreviation of reconnaissance; ISTAR is an acronym for intelligence, surveil-
lance, target, acquisition and reconnaissance.

As the House will be aware, personnel of the 104th infantry battalion completed their deploy-
ment to UNIFIL in the past number of days. The Irish battalion is based in sector west of
UNIFIL’s area of operations, centred on the major towns of Tibnin and Bint Jubyal and the
Blue Line, which separates Lebanon and Israel. Personnel of the 104 battalion are being tasked
primarily with patrolling, reconnaissance and occupying static posts, while operating in close
co-ordination and co-operation with the Lebanese armed forces. The Defence Forces will con-
tinue to acquit themselves well and will make a vital and important contribution to the success
of the mission, as they have done on so many occasions in the past.

Additional information not given on the floor of the House.

The drawdown of the Defence Forces contingent serving with Operation ALTHEA was sched-
uled to occur in July 2010. This drawdown was based on an expectation that the transition of the
EUFOR mission to a training and support mission would have started by that time and having
regard to the budgetary situation. However, the mission is still undergoing transition to a smaller
training and support mission and the process is not now expected to be completed until the end of
2011. The Defence Forces contribution will be reduced from the current level of 44 personnel to
seven personnel at the end of the current rotation of the Irish contingent next month.

The drawdown of Irish personnel from KFOR in Kosovo from around 230 personnel to a
residual component of 12 personnel took place between April and October 2010. Today, the
Government approved continued Defence Forces participation by up to 12 personnel in KFOR
and seven personnel in the UN authorised International Security Assistance Force in
Afghanistan, ISAF, for a further period, beyond June and July 2011 respectively. Also at its
meeting today, the Government approved continued participation in the EU Common Security
and Defence Policy military mission to contribute to the training of Somali security forces, for
a further period of one year beyond August 2011, subject to an appropriate decision of the
Council of the European Union authorising the extension of the mission.

Members of the Permanent Defence Force Serving Overseas as of 27 June 2011

Total Officers NCOs Ptes

1. UN Missions

(i) UNIFIL (United Nations Interim Force in 9 5 4 0
Lebanon) HQ

UNIFIL 104 Infantry Battalion 437 52 168 217

(ii) UNTSO (United Nations Truce Supervision 11 11 0 0
Organisation) — Israel, Syria and Lebanon

(iii) MINURSO (United Nations Mission for the 3 3 0 0
Referendum in Western Sahara)

(iv) MONUSCO (United Nations Stabilisation Mission 3 3 0 0
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo)

(v) UNOCI (United Nations Mission in Ivory Coast 2 2 0 0

Total 465 76 172 217
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Total Officers NCOs Ptes

UN Mandated Missions

(vi) EUFOR (EU-Led Operation in Bosnia and 44 9 35 0
Herzegovina)

(vii) EUTM Somalia (EU-led Training Mission in 2 2 0 0
Uganda)

(viii) KFOR (International Security Presence in Kosovo) 12 5 7 0
— HQ

(ix) ISAF (International Security Assistance Force in 7 4 3 0
Afghanistan)

Total with UN Missions 530 96 217 217

2. Organisation for Security and Co-operation in
Europe (OSCE)

(i) OSCE Mission to Bosnia & Herzegovina 2 2 0 0

(ii) OSCE Mission in Belgrade — Serbia 1 1 0 0

(iii) Staff Office, High Level Planning Group, Vienna 1 1 0 0

Total 4 4 0 0

3. EU Military Staff

Brussels 6 5 1 0

4. Nordic Battlegroup HQ Staff — Sweden 13 11 2 0

5. Military Representatives/Advisers/Staff

(i) Military Adviser, Permanent Mission to UN, New 1 1 0 0
York

(ii) Military Adviser, Irish Delegation to OSCE, Vienna 1 1 0 0

(iii) Staff Appointments, Irish Delegation to OSCE, 1 1 0 0
Vienna

(iv) Military Representative to EU (Brussels) 4 4 0 0

(v) Liaison Office of Ireland, NATO/PfP (Brussels) 2 2 0 0

(vi) Military Representative to NATO/PfP Co- 1 1 0 0
ordination Cell/Supreme Headquarters Allied
Powers Europe (SHAPE), Mons, Belgium

Total Serving Overseas 563 126 220 217

Deputy Dara Calleary: We discussed the issue of personnel deployed overseas at the commit-
tee meeting last week. I join the Minister in wishing the personnel deploying to Lebanon health
and success, and I wish their families well. They follow in a very fine tradition.

Overseas service is the lifeblood of the Defence Forces in terms of the experience it gives
them. Is the Minister happy that the balance serving overseas at present between general
service, non-commissioned officers, NCOs, and commissioned officers reflects the overall
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balance of the Defence Forces? Troops are broadly expected to serve one six month tour every
three years. Is that ratio still in place?

Deputy Alan Shatter: It is at present. Like the Deputy, I wish our troops well in southern
Lebanon. We discussed this issue at some length a few days ago in the Oireachtas Joint Com-
mittee on Justice, Defence and Equality. The troops are performing a very important task in a
fraught part of the world. As I said at the committee, I am committed to continuing the involve-
ment of our troops in overseas missions. I anticipate that the troops who are going to Lebanon
will return in December, when another contingent will go there to be joined by the Finnish
troops who are also part of this deployment.

Deputy Thomas Pringle: How many Defence Forces personnel are deployed in Afghanistan?
Are any of them participating in operations such as dealing with improvised explosive devices,
IEDs, or working in combat zones?

Deputy Alan Shatter: Seven members of the Defence Forces are based in Afghanistan. They
are largely engaged in administrative functions but they have also been engaged in training
other personnel in the neutralisation of improvised explosive devices, an area in which our
Defence Forces have particular expertise. Their involvement in that area has saved lives and
has been greatly valued in terms of the skill they bring to that task.

Deputy Dara Calleary: With regard to the UN management of our forces, did the Minister
see the remarks made by Colonel Gerald Aherne in “SIGNAL” magazine last week? Colonel
Aherne was the chief of operations on the UN peace enforcement mission in Liberia. He spoke
about UN office politics negatively affecting military missions and said that UN structures were
beset by a muddled chain of command. He also said that during the most recent mission in
central Africa vital “life support issues” for soldiers were unsatisfactory. Did the Minister see
those remarks and what is his response to them?

Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh: There are a number of overseas missions. Would the Minister
consider putting a motion before the Dáil annually to give authorisation to those which do not
amount to 14, the figure that requires authorisation under the triple lock mechanism? Soldiers
are stationed in Afghanistan, NATO headquarters and at the UN. Could an omnibus motion
be put to the House annually to give authorisation to the number of soldiers serving overseas?

Deputy Alan Shatter: On the matter raised by Deputy Ó Snodaigh, there is adequate oppor-
tunity at meetings of the defence committee to discuss the very small contingents of the
Defence Forces who go abroad on various missions. There is no need for the time of the House
to be taken up in circumstances where perhaps one or two members of the Defence Forces are
participating in a UN organised mission abroad. The numbers are too small and there is
absolute transparency in arrangements of that nature. The Oireachtas Joint Committee on
Justice, Defence and Equality is the appropriate structure within which to discuss them.

I read Colonel Ahern’s article. That mission occurred prior to my appointment as Minister
for Defence but there were matters referred to in respect of members of our Defence Forces
which give rise to concern. I had an interest in the defence area and certain difficulties did
arise in the course of that mission. I am aware from reading general materials, although not as
Minister for Defence at the time, that there were suggestions of some difficulties. It is vital that
there is a co-ordinated command structure for any UN mission and that there is full co-oper-
ation between the different forces located in an area. We have a particular interest in ensuring
that and I will do what I can, as Minister for Defence, to ensure difficulties of the type described
do not recur in any mission in which our forces are engaged.
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Naval Service Operations

49. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Defence the number of fishing vessels
boarded and detained by the Irish Naval Service each month in 2010 and to date in 2011; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [17262/11]

56. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide a breakdown
per country of origin of the number of fishing vessels boarded and detained by the Irish Naval
Service each month in 2010 and to date in 2011; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [17263/11]

Deputy Alan Shatter: I propose to take Questions Nos. 49 and 56 together.

The Naval Service assists the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority, SFPA, in promoting com-
pliance with and deterring contraventions of the Common Fisheries Policy. The SFPA liaises
regularly with the Naval Service and, inter alia, the Fisheries Monitoring Centre, FMC, and the
Air Corps.

To achieve strict compliance with quota and other conservation legislation under the Com-
mon Fisheries Policy, Naval Service targeted boardings and inspections are agreed between the
SFPA and the Naval Service. Boardings are targeted based on the risk analysis carried out by
the FMC. The criteria examined for the risk analysis would include the fishing vessel’s date of
last offence, the date of last gear inspection, the number of days fishing in Irish waters, the
species targeted and the method of fishing.

In 2010, the Naval Service carried out 1,684 boardings at sea of vessels of various nationalit-
ies, with eight fishing vessels detained. Statistics up to the end of May for this year show the
Naval Service has carried out 560 boardings and has detained three vessels. Further details
relating to the vessels boarded and their country of origin are contained in tabular statements
which I propose to circulate with this reply.
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FISHING VESSELS BOARDED BY IRISH NAVAL SERVICE — 01 January 2010 to 31 December 2010

Nationality Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
2010 2010 2010 2010 2010 2010 2010 2010 2010 2010 2010 2010

Irish 100 84 58 44 72 111 58 111 106 25 37 20 826

Spanish 12 22 20 58 28 20 16 95 70 59 8 31 439

UK 14 8 6 18 17 23 8 13 21 11 3 9 151

French 13 19 15 25 17 25 9 41 21 7 7 5 204

Belgian 1 3 0 4 1 2 2 0 0 1 0 3 17

German 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 6

Netherlands 3 2 0 7 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 18

Russian 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5

Norwegian 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 2

Faroes 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2

Portugal 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 4

Denmark 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 0 0 8

Iceland 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 2

Total 147 142 107 156 139 181 94 262 222 105 56 73 1,684
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FISHING VESSELS DETAINED BY IRISH NAVAL SERVICE — 01 January 2010 to 31 December 2010

Nationality Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
2010 2010 2010 2010 2010 2010 2010 2010 2010 2010 2010 2010

Irish 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 3

Spanish 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 3

UK 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2

Total 2 0 0 1 0 0 2 3 0 0 0 0 8
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FISHING VESSELS BOARDED BY IRISH NAVAL SERVICE — 01 January 2011 to 31 May 2011

Nationality Jan Feb Mar Apr May 2011
2011 2011 2011 2011 2011 Total

Irish 64 35 72 26 13 210

Spanish 12 24 73 27 19 155

UK 14 15 21 7 12 69

French 15 12 29 17 9 82

Belgian 2 1 0 0 1 4

German 6 0 2 1 0 9

Netherlands 6 3 8 3 0 20

Russian 0 0 9 0 0 9

Norwegian 0 0 1 0 0 1

Faroes 0 0 0 0 0 0

Portugal 0 0 0 0 0 0

Denmark 0 0 0 0 0 0

Iceland 0 0 1 0 0 1

Total 119 90 216 81 54 560

FISHING VESSELS DETAINED BY IRISH NAVAL SERVICE — 01 January 2011 to 31 May 2011

Nationality Jan Feb Mar Apr May Total
2011 2011 2011 2011 2011

Irish 0 0 1 0 0 1

Spanish 1 0 0 0 0 1

UK 0 0 1 0 0 1

Total 1 0 2 0 0 3

Deputy David Stanton: I thank the Minister for his response. I acknowledge with gratitude
the work of the Naval Service in protecting our fish stocks in difficult conditions on the high
seas.

Can the Minister comment on the electronic logbook, which I understand is a contentious
issue at present? Has the Naval Service access to records recorded through the electronic
logbook and held in the country of origin of the vessel being inspected or detained? Has the
Minister information pertaining to difficulties arising from vessels having neither the electronic
logbook nor paper logbooks? How can that difficulty be surmounted?

Deputy Alan Shatter: As the Deputy knows, EU Regulation 2807 of 1983 required all EU
vessels to retain a paper logbook on board. This was required to be completed every 24 hours.
A new control regulation, EU Regulation 1224 of 2009, which was introduced on 7 May 2011,
legislates for the introduction of electronic reporting and recording systems. Article 15 of this
regulation states that all masters of community fishing vessels of 12 m length overall or more
shall record information by electronic means and shall send it by electronic means to the
competent authority of the flag member state at least once a day. This requirement negates
the obligation to complete a paper logbook.

The electronic recording system, ERS, project is running well behind schedule in almost all
member states. An additional complication is that all member states are at varying levels of

687



Other 28 June 2011. Questions

[Deputy Alan Shatter.]

development of the system. For the system to work, all states need to go live at the same time
and be at the same level of development. Ireland has completed fitting electronic logbooks on
all vessels over 24 m, this being the first of three categories required. Other works have been
completed on the recording systems in the Fisheries Monitoring Centre, FMC, and on inspec-
tion devices.

Deputy David Stanton: Is the Minister aware of instances where the electronic logbook was
not available to the Naval Service or fishery protection officers in this country and neither was
a paper log available? Has he brought this to the attention of his colleagues in the Cabinet or
of the Commission, which I understand is responsible for ensuring this does not happen?

Deputy Alan Shatter: I presume the Deputy is talking about an incident that occurred on 10
June last, when the Naval Service vessel, LE Niamh, boarded and detained two Spanish regis-
tered fishing vessels for alleged breaches of fishing regulations approximately 30 miles south
of Castletownbere.

Some Spanish vessels have been fitted with electronic logbooks. However, following this
recent incident, the FMC has, on three occasions, requested the Spanish authorities to provide
a list of the Spanish vessels that are operating the logbook system in advance of full implemen-
tation of the ERS. While this list has not yet been provided, the Spanish authorities have
provided the FMC with a copy of the catches which were electronically sent to them by the
two detained Spanish vessels. With regard to the incident of 10 June, it is now a matter for the
Director of Public Prosecutions to decide whether charges should be pressed.

Deputy Dara Calleary: The Minister has touched slightly on the subject of my question. I
notice the nationality of ships boarded is not included as a targeting measure. Are we precluded
from doing this and is it something that should be looked at? Is there a predominance of
nationalities among ships boarded and where offences are found, and are those figures
available?

Deputy Alan Shatter: The list will be attached to my reply to Deputy Stanton’s question.
The list of fishing vessels boarded covers a range of countries. A substantial number of Irish
vessels have been checked over the years. Of the non-Irish fishing vessels boarded by the Naval
Service in 2010, some 439 were Spanish. While the Naval Service cannot target a country, it
can have regard to the records of particular ships and boats and can make considered decisions,
based on their location and conduct, as to whether a boarding is appropriate.

Deputy Noel Harrington: I compliment the Naval Service on the very professional work it
carries out. The Minister referred to liaison between the FMC, the Naval Service and the Sea-
Fisheries Protection Authority, SFPA. Who takes the lead in those consultations and who
makes the decisions? Who makes operational decisions on individual operations?

Deputy Alan Shatter: The Naval Service assists the SFPA in promoting compliance and the
SFPA liaises regularly with the Naval Service and the FMC. There is continual interaction
between the services, which can result in the Naval Service making a decision that it is appro-
priate to intervene with a particular vessel.

Deputy Thomas Pringle: With regard to the incident referred to, does the Minister think it
acceptable that there should be difficulty in exchanging information with the Spanish auth-
orities? In trying to manage and police the fishing resources off our cost, is it acceptable that we
should have difficulty in receiving information from the authorities of another member state?
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Deputy Alan Shatter: I would hope that there would be co-operation between EU member
states and that information sought would be provided without difficulty. The information on
both these vessels was, ultimately, provided and no issue now arises. However, a substantial
number of boardings of Spanish vessels has occurred. In 2010, there were 204 boardings of
French vessels and 151 boardings of UK vessels.

The fact that a vessel is boarded does not necessarily mean that illegality is detected when
it is boarded. This is all part of a process to protect our fisheries and to ensure that people are
complying with the law. There have been a disproportionate number of boardings of Spanish
ships. I would hope that difficulties that arise in this area would be resolved. If the new elec-
tronic recording is not available, I would hope that paper records would be available. It is not
satisfactory that neither be immediately available to the Naval Service when sought.

Deputy David Stanton: In the incident outlined by the Minister, is it the case that neither set
of records was available on the night in question, that the ships were allowed sail and that the
Irish authorities were unable to inspect either a paper or electronic logbook? Is it intended
that the electronic logbook will be available online for inspection by the Irish authorities?
When will that happen? In the interim, can the Minister ensure that the paper logbook is
provided if the other information is not?

Deputy Alan Shatter: Clearly, the paper logbook should be provided if the other information
is not. It is not satisfactory that neither form of information is readily available. There is,
clearly, a timeframe for implementing the EU arrangements for the electronic recording of
information. In that regard, there are areas we ourselves must deal with. We have to be temper-
ate in our language about these things.

It is important that the information that lawfully should be available is available when it is
sought and that it should not be a matter of difficulty.

Defence Forces Ombudsman

50. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Defence his proposals on the back of the
findings of the Ombudsman for the Defence Forces Annual Report 2010; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [17253/11]

55. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Defence if he has studied the report
of the Ombudsman for the Defence Forces 2010; the action or actions, if any, to be taken
arising therefrom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17265/11]

Deputy Alan Shatter: I propose to take Questions Nos. 50 and 55 together.

In accordance with the terms of the Ombudsman (Defence Forces) Act 2004, the fifth annual
report of the Ombudsman was laid before each House of the Oireachtas on 21 June 2011. The
report shows a welcome drop in the number of complaints currently lodged with the Ombuds-
man, down from 229 in 2008 to 116 in 2010.

The Ombudsman’s report notes that there were delays in 2010 in responding to the final
reports of the Ombudsman with 19 cases awaiting attention at the end of the year. I am advised
that the delay was largely due to the complexity of the complaints and competing priorities
within the unit dealing with the reports. However, I am pleased to confirm that a final determi-
nation has been issued to the Ombudsman in respect of all these outstanding cases. I engaged
when appointed Minister in ensuring that the cases that had accumulated and needed to be
dealt with were addressed with some speed and I am confident that final reports submitted by
the Ombudsman during 2011 will be considered within the earliest timeframe. In that regard,

689



Other 28 June 2011. Questions

[Deputy Alan Shatter.]

procedures to prioritise the processing of Ombudsman for the Defence Forces final reports
have been put in place by both the Defence Forces and the Department.

4 o’clock

Since the establishment of the Office of the Ombudsman in 2005, a number of human
resource procedures have been reviewed and revised following recommendations from the
Ombudsman in her final reports, for example, the selection processes for career courses and

overseas service. In addition, the recommendations of the Ombudsman have
informed the development of a new promotions scheme, which is near finalis-
ation, as part of the commitments under the Croke Park agreement. Almost 50%

of all complaints arise from administrative issues in the promotion system and the new scheme
is designed to resolve these issues. A standing committee on human resource issues also reviews
the implementation of systemic recommendations from the Ombudsman on a monthly basis.
While dealing with the individual grievances referred to in her reports, the reports are also
used to inform the ongoing development of best practice in human resource management for
the Defence Forces.

Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh: I welcome the proposal regarding the new promotions scheme.
When does the Minister expect that to be implemented? Even though the scheme has not been
finalised, I presume there is an indicative timeframe. As he mentioned, a substantial number
of the complaints recorded relate to promotions.

The Ombudsman referred in her report to the slowness of ministerial responses to proposals
in previous reports. While that is not the current Minister’s responsibility, will the proposals in
her latest final report be addressed with greater urgency over the next year or so?

Deputy Alan Shatter: I regard it as important that the conclusions of the Ombudsman are
taken seriously, that they are reflected upon in the manner in which the legislation envisages
and that, ultimately, a decision is made by the Minister as to whether to fully implement
recommendations made or whether circumstances arise, which create a difficulty in that regard.
I paid particular regard to the outstanding reports from the Ombudsman which I discovered
existed when I took office. I am committed to ensuring where individual members of the
Defence Forces have a grievance, which results in a request by them for the Ombudsman’s
intervention, that following the Ombudsman completing that process, the role that the Minister
is required by statute to play is played with reasonable speed and that decisions are made.

With regard to the timeframe for the new promotions system, I expect that will be in place
relatively shortly. I do not want to give an absolute date but it will be done within a short time.

State Visits

51. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Defence the fund from which the recent
State visits were paid; if the Defence Forces were allocated additional funds; if so, the amount
of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14108/11]

Deputy Alan Shatter: This relates again to security arrangements of the visits of Queen
Elizabeth II and President Obama. They were primarily a matter for the Garda. Among the
roles assigned to the Defence Forces in the White Paper on Defence is the provision of aid to
the civil power, meaning in practice to assist, when requested, An Garda Síochána.

With regard to these successful visits, the roles played by the Defence Forces included search,
surveillance, security operations, etc., and guarding vital installations. This question should
have been taken with the earlier question because the same information is being provided.
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Deputy Catherine Murphy: The same series of parliamentary questions have been tabled to
elicit information regarding the costs incurred by local authorities, the Garda and the Defence
Forces for these visits. Both visits went off well and they were worthwhile. I, therefore, did not
table the question from the point of view of opposing the visits. However, I do not see how
they could be self-financing. It may well be that when budgets were put together, an instruction
issued to capture what might have been the cost. Several Members have tabled the same ques-
tions and this is repetitive work for someone. It would be worthwhile, therefore, if a composite
response issued to save us from asking these questions. That would be useful and account
should be taken of these costs when future visits are timetabled in order that we can budget
for them appropriately.

Deputy Alan Shatter: I thank the Deputy for her question, although it is starting to feel like
ground-hog day. Her colleague, Deputy Clare Daly, asked the same question earlier. Such visits
involve different Departments and agencies. In the context of security issues, the Garda was
the lead agency engaged to provide the security necessary and it is estimated the additional
cost to the force will not be less than €20 million.

In the context of the Defence Forces’ engagement in providing both security and protection
at the request of the Garda and engaging in ceremonial duties, the cost of Queen Elizabeth’s
visit is estimated to be €1.18 million while they incurred costs of approximately €600,000 for
President Obama’s visit. A backward look at the costs incurred is under way but that will take
time and until that is complete, we will not have the final figures. Members are enthusiastically
tabling parliamentary questions to elicit information as rapidly as possible but at this stage,
most of the figures are relatively clear. I know there is some finality to be brought to the figures
for the Garda Síochána. We will know the final figures by the end of this week, which is the
end of June. The same applies to the Defence Forces.

Deputy Dara Calleary: The Defence Forces should take a bow because the figure of €1.2
million for the visit of the Queen of England was provided for before she even left. In compari-
son to other Departments and other agencies, they are a model of efficiency.

Deputy Alan Shatter: In fairness to both, the Garda involvement was a great deal more
intensive and required a great deal more personnel, overtime and allowances for the many
members of the force who were engaged to be collated. That is more complex when compared
with the Defence Forces, where the financial backdrop is simpler and clearer. Both forces did
us proud during the course of both visits. We should take great pride in their performance. We
should take great pride in the fact that both visits went so well. Given the possibility of visits
by other dignitaries in the future, or even by the Queen and President Obama again, it is
important to state that if there were not a small group of malcontents intent on disrupting the
visits and on spoiling the enjoyment of many people in Dublin who would like to have had
greater engagement with our visitors, a great deal of this money would have been saved and
could have been used for other purposes. In circumstances of financial stringency, I think that
is worth repeating. If there is a similar visit on future occasions, I hope there will not be the
level of threat from these groups, which existed during the course of these visits, that requires
this level of intense security.

National Emergency Plan

52. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Defence his plans to streamline the approach
to emergency planning to improve this State’s preparedness and capacity to cope with emerg-
encies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17251/11]

691



Other 28 June 2011. Questions

53. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Defence the staffing levels in the Office of
Emergency Planning; the current location of this office; the numbers of staff permanently
assigned and based in the National Emergency Co-ordination Centre; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [17268/11]

Deputy Alan Shatter: I propose to take Question Nos. 52 and 53 together.

Emergency planning in this country is structured around the “lead Department” principle,
which means that whoever is responsible for an activity in normal conditions will maintain that
responsibility during a major emergency. The advantage of this approach is that the pro-
fessionals, who deal with a particular sector on a daily basis, can bring their skills and expertise
to bear and they can quickly identify who is best placed to provide support in an emergency
situation. It is the model that is followed in many countries.

At a national level, the Government task force on emergency planning provides strategic
direction and co-ordination of emergency planning. The task force, which I chair, was estab-
lished after the 11 September 2001 attacks and is comprised of Ministers and/or senior officials
from all Departments and key public bodies.

The task force provides a forum for keeping emergency planning high on the agenda of all
Departments and it examines cross-cutting issues that impact across the Government. It is a
forum for sharing information and, from time to time, experts are invited to make presentations
to the task force on any emerging emergency planning issues. Regarding the streamlining of
emergency planning, there is a constant review of emergency structures, practices and pro-
cedures to ensure lessons learned from emergency responses are implemented and that there
is an ongoing improvement in our response to emergencies.

The Office of Emergency Planning is a joint civil-military office with a staff complement of
five. The office is located at my Department’s headquarters in Newbridge. The National Emer-
gency Co-ordination Centre is located in Agriculture House, Kildare Street, Dublin. Staff are
assigned and based in the National Emergency Coordination Centre during emergency acti-
vations and as required for other activities held there.

Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh: Is it intended to have a review of the new technologies to
ensure there is interoperability between the various forces, whether it is the Garda Síochána,
the Army and the ambulance services? We know the Garda Síochána and the ambulance
services are using the Tetra system at the moment, but I do not think the Defence Forces do
so. This does not just deal with communications, but also vehicles and so on. Is that taken into
account for procurement purposes by all those agencies?

Deputy Alan Shatter: Communications play a vital part of the response to emergencies that
arise, especially communications between the different agencies in the State. This issue is kept
under review by the task force, and I will ensure it is continually reviewed. One can always
improve communications, but further developments in these areas are constrained by our econ-
omic circumstances.

During the course of the two recent visits, both the Defence Forces and the Garda Síochána
showed how well they interact and communicate with each other on matters of high security.
I have the greatest confidence in their ability to do so in the case of any emergency that may
arise and which would require a joint response from both. The ambulance services and the
Garda Síochána are operating on the Tetra system and there is a fully co-ordinated communi-
cations network operating between them.

Written Answers Follow Adjournment Debate.
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Adjournment Debate Matters

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I wish to advise the House of the following matters in respect
of which notice has been given under Standing Order 21 and the name of the Member in each
case: (1) Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy — the need to provide adequate funding for the
arts to sustain our existing cultural infrastructure; (2) Deputy Mattie McGrath — the rationale
behind the decision to limit the new buildings at risk scheme to two applications per local
authority area; (3) Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív — an gá atá ann tuilleadh airgid a cheadú do Scoil
Bhaile Nua, Baile Nua Maigh Cuilinn, Contae na Gaillimhe; (4) Deputy Michael Healy-Rae
— the cost of school books; (5) Deputy James Bannon — the need to provide adequate
resources for St. Brigid’s School, Mullingar, County Westmeath; (6) Deputy Dominic Hannigan
— the need to clarify the position on the GMS contract and the provision of free blood tests
for medical card patients and GP visit card holders; (7) Deputy Patrick O’Donovan — the
implementation of section 28 of the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2010; (8)
Deputy John O’Mahony — the need to address the time for processing passport applications;
(9) Deputy Gerry Adams — the need to appoint an additional level 2 methadone prescribing
GP to Drogheda and to resource the appointment of an additional family support worker for
the Louth community drug and alcohol team; (10) Deputy Martin Ferris — the need for an
extension at Dromclough national school, County Kerry; and (11) Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick —
the cost to the tax payer of emergency environmental works carried out to clean up the toxic
residue at illegal fuel laundering plants.

The matters raised by Deputies Éamon Ó Cuív, Martin Ferris, Marcella Corcoran Kennedy
and Patrick O’Donovanhave been selected for discussion.

Leaders’ Questions

Deputy Micheál Martin: Earlier this year, the deputy leader of Fine Gael wrote a series of
public letters, giving direct guarantees concerning services in hospitals throughout the country.
I have one such letter from February, which is an open letter from Deputy James Reilly to the
people of Roscommon. He stated that “Fine Gael undertakes to retain the emergency surgical,
medical and other health services at Roscommon Hospital.” On 22 March, Deputy Naughten
— Fine Gael’s new chairman of the Oireachtas health committee — announced that the party
had firmly “put a halt to any plans by the HSE to withdraw services from smaller hospitals”,
and that would not only protect, but would enhance and develop these services.

In yesterday’s visit to Roscommon to open Deputy Naughten’s local office, the Taoiseach
told concerned families and local media that while there may be changes, the future of the
hospital was secure. However, it has been revealed today that arrangements are being made to
end all emergency admissions and convert Roscommon County Hospital into a basic day-case
facility. This process is due to start in a few weeks.

An Ceann Comhairle: What is your question?

Deputy Micheál Martin: Two months ago, the Minister for Health, Deputy Reilly, fired the
expert board of the HSE and took direct personal charge of the health service, so I presume
the Taoiseach and his Cabinet colleagues are fully informed of what has been going on.

I have two questions. Why are crystal clear commitments, made only a few months ago,
now being abandoned? Why did the Taoiseach personally claim yesterday that the future of
Roscommon County Hospital is secure, when the evidence shows this is not true?

The Taoiseach: I met a number of concerned people yesterday, at the occasion of an opening
of an office for Deputy Naughten outside Athlone. We have always held the view that small
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hospitals have a real future in a restructured and revamped health system, and Roscommon is
no different from that. HIQA has stated it is unsafe to continue the accident and emergency
unit in its current form. For that reason, compounded by the difficulties in recruiting non-
consultant hospital doctors, this system will change after 11 July. There are several implications
arising from this, which the Minister for Health has set out.

The Government’s priority on acute hospitals is to ensure there is safe, high quality care for
patients, provided at the most appropriate location. As the Deputy knows, there is not 24 hour
cover for anaesthetics in Roscommon and the medical evidence now available is that trauma
patients being attended to by paramedics on site then transferred to a high volume hospital
have an increased chance of living, which is the major consideration for every person here.
Those are the reasons.

Deputy Billy Kelleher: The reason is that the election is over.

The Taoiseach: The Minister for Health has had direct contact with the HSE, HIQA and the
clinicians in the hospital, who have put forward their own proposals. From that perspective the
future of Roscommon is safe. It will not conduct its business as it did previously but there are
elements within the hospital that will increase in activity and scale.

Deputy Micheál Martin: That is an extraordinary response. The Taoiseach had complete
knowledge of all of that before the election, as did the Minister for Health. He was fully aware
of the facts but the Taoiseach made those promises to Roscommon and to other hospitals
throughout the country and he should explain now why he is breaking them. His colleague, the
Chairman of the Oireachtas Committee on Health and Children, Deputy Naughten, launched
his election campaign by telling the community that a Fine Gael Government would take
Roscommon Hospital off the political agenda once and for all.

Deputy Timmy Dooley: It is doing it now.

Deputy Micheál Martin: Who could have known the Government would seek to do it by
closing the hospital as we know it?

I want an answer from the Taoiseach. Why did he and the Minister for Health make those
clear promises? In advance of the election as Opposition spokesman, the Minister for Health
wrote to the clinical director of operations in the HSE and told him to stop the configuration
plans because he would be Minister in a month and would sort this out. That might have
appeared a great political stroke at the time but why did he make those promises? Why did he
reassure people about the future of Roscommon Hospital when he knew it was about to be
closed as an accident and emergency facility?

Deputy Paudie Coffey: Fianna Fáil made plenty of promises. What about the hospital in
Waterford in 2007? Those promises are well documented.

The Taoiseach: Deputy Martin knows as well as I do——

Deputy Dara Calleary: That is was just an election promise.

The Taoiseach: —— that when the Minister for Health was contesting the general election
he was not in possession of the information about the difficulties surrounding the recruitment
of non-consultant hospital doctors.

Deputy Micheál Martin: He is a medical doctor; he knew full well what was happening.
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Deputy James Reilly: Deputy Martin created and presided over the mess.

The Taoiseach: It is easy for Deputy Martin to come in here and have all the answers.

Deputy Dara Calleary: The Taoiseach had all the answers before the election.

Deputy Micheál Martin: The Taoiseach made a promise.

The Taoiseach: It was Deputy Martin who sat on this side of the House and claimed he had
no responsibility when matters came his way.

Deputy Micheál Martin: Let us get back to the Taoiseach’s responsibilities. He made the
promises.

The Taoiseach: He did not even read his brief at the time, which cost almost €1 billion.

Deputy Dara Calleary: He never lied to anyone.

Deputy Micheál Martin: The Taoiseach made those promises falsely.

Deputy Timmy Dooley: The Taoiseach read them and we see what he did.

The Taoiseach: The Deputy is not interested in Punch and Judy shows and neither am I, I
want every patient to have the best level of care in the most appropriate location convenient
to them.

Deputy Micheál Martin: I have the promises here in black and white.

The Taoiseach: The Minister for Health met with the personnel in Roscommon Hospital
last Friday and pointed out his activity to ensure the people in Roscommon have a decent
health service.

Deputy Micheál Martin: It is an open letter.

The Taoiseach: I have respect, as I have always had, for the doctors, nurses and others who
provide care in Roscommon Hospital.

Deputy Dara Calleary: It is a promise to reinstate accident and emergency services.

The Taoiseach: When the clinicians meet the Minister and tell him their proposals are
designed to put in place a proper structure in Roscommon to deliver what it can do best, it is
not the Government’s wish to close down any accident and emergency unit. I will not have a
situation, however, where patients’ safety is at risk in any hospital in the country. We had
enough of that with Fianna Fáil for long enough and we must change it.

Deputy Micheál Martin: The Taoiseach should have told the truth before the election like
we did. We told the people the truth before the election but the Taoiseach did not.

Deputy Dara Calleary: The Taoiseach was committed to a 24/7 service.

Deputy Gerry Adams: Patients will be at risk if the accident and emergency ward is closed,
as is intended, and the Minister is yet to make a statement on that matter.

I commend the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport on facing down Dublin Airport
Authority as it attempted to make a huge bonus payment. This morning, however, we heard
Bord Gáis paid €1.9 million in bonuses last year, while the Dublin Airport Authority paid €2.1
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[Deputy Gerry Adams.]

million, exactly the amount needed to reverse the cutbacks this Government will impose on
rural school transport schemes, which will affect people across the State.

Other semi-State bodies, such as Bord na Móna, the Irish Aviation Authority and An Post,
also paid bonuses but they will not tell us how much. These are State-owned companies and
there is incredible anger, as the Taoiseach saw in Roscommon, and it exists from Sligo to
Drogheda, but these companies are paying millions of taxpayers’ money in bonus payments
and big pensions, not on Fianna Fáil’s watch but on the Taoiseach’s watch. The Minister for
Finance was quick to bring in legislation to increase the pension age for ordinary workers.
What steps will he take to end the abuse of the bonus culture in these State companies? How
much did Bord na Móna, the Irish Aviation Authority and An Post pay out in bonuses?

The Taoiseach: I cannot answer that question because I do not have that information. The
Government has made it perfectly clear that it expects leadership from the top when it comes
to adjusting to the economic reality. People will be asked to make further sacrifices and in that
context we must have a situation where leadership comes from the front. There cannot be a
situation where large bonuses are paid to State CEOs when serious adjustments must be made
to the economy. The Government has set that out clearly, and we have clearly said that no
bonuses should be paid to people who are already very well paid to do a particular job.

Last week the Minister for public expenditure and reform set out the pay ceilings for CEOs
of commercial semi-State bodies and the wider public sector. The Minister for Communications,
Energy and Natural Resources wrote to the chairman of each State company on 13 May,
following consultation with the Minister for Finance, stating he is firmly of the view that
bonuses are inappropriate and that payments should cease immediately. He instructed civil
servants attending remuneration committees to reaffirm this position clearly and he asked the
chairman of each body to copy his letter to the full board and the board to provide confirmation
that payments would cease immediately. Following the Minister for Transport, Tourism and
Sport’s comments, the DAA board will comply with Government wishes.

So far, not all of the chairmen have replied to the Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources but RTE, TG4, ESB, OSI and An Post responded that no further bonus
payments will be made and he expects the other three bodies, Eirgrid, Bord Gáis and Bord na
Móna, will confirm the same position shortly. In those cases formal confirmation may be neces-
sary by the relevant remuneration committees and their boards.

The Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources will continue to engage on
any outstanding issues and will reaffirm the position that in the current financial circumstances,
performance-related bonuses are utterly inappropriate and his clear position is that no bonus
payments should be made. In saying this, he has been equally clear this position is no reflection
on the performance of any individual but a necessary measure in the light of current econ-
omic circumstances.

Deputy Gerry Adams: It is not good enough that the Minister should send “Dear John”
letters to the semi-State bodies. As the Taoiseach knows, deep suffering is being caused by the
awful bailout deal the Government has bought into for every cent. He has yet to secure a cut
in interest rates while the Minister for Finance is reduced to imploring people to go shopping.
I do not know if he understands how offensive that is to those who do not have any money.

We are looking for a commitment that the Government will bring forward legislation to stop
the bonus culture. I said to the Taoiseach before that this could be done very quickly. The
Labour Party Members should bow their heads in shame when it affects the small people in
this State. The Taoiseach cannot give us a clear indication of the number of bonuses that have
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been paid out by these semi-State companies. Does he intend to bring forward legislation to
stop that?

The Taoiseach: The Government has made perfectly clear its view about bonus payments.
People in these positions are very well paid to do a job. Bonus payments are inappropriate,
and the Government has made that statement very clearly. The Minister, Deputy Rabbitte,
was informing the chairs of the boards officially by letter to ensure there would be under no
misunderstanding about what is involved in respect of bonuses. What the Minister, Deputy
Noonan, pointed out is in the context of what the Government is doing in this respect, which
is making decisions that will enable us to be in charge again of our own economic affairs and
deal with the underlying problems in the Irish economy, make decisions about the banks and
about creating a jobs stimulus and a jobs initiative, and deal with finding out the truth of the
scale of what must be done in respect of closing this country’s deficit.

People throughout Ireland want this issue to be concluded, and every one of them is prepared
to contribute. In that sense they want to see that there is fairness in the system. The Govern-
ment is setting out its position in so far as fairness is concerned where exceptionally large
bonuses have been paid to well-paid people while at the other end of the scale it has had to
resort to renegotiating the troika agreement to reverse the cut in the minimum wage brought
about by the previous Government affecting the lowest paid workers in our society.

Deputy Shane Ross: I too welcome the decision of the Minister, Deputy Varadkar, to eyeball
the Dublin Airport Authority, DAA, over the weekend and the successful way he has forced
it to back down in this situation. However, the Taoiseach should recognise that one victory of
this sort does not sort out the problem. The semi-State sector has gone walkabout for many
years, which predates his tenure in power, and we need a lot more than one victory. What
Deputy Adams referred to as the bonus culture is eking out by the day as the annual reports
are coming out that other semi-State companies are intending to pay similar bonuses. That
is unacceptable.

When we look at the DAA we see a real example of abuse of power and a semi-State body
having detached itself from the Government. We must consider the fact that this man, Mr.
Collier, was being awarded a bonus of €100,000 in the same year that junior staff on €30,000
were being forced to take a cut in pay.

Deputy Finian McGrath: Hear, hear.

Deputy Shane Ross: That is the culture in which the semi-State companies are living and it
is repeated in other areas. That is not acceptable. This is in a company which last year saw
passenger numbers drop by 13%, its debt downgraded twice by Standard & Poor’s, and it
spending money on the biggest white elephant in the history of the State which will never show
a commercial return.

An Ceann Comhairle: A question please.

Deputy Shane Ross: Will the Taoiseach go further than simply claiming a victory over the
weekend and stop this culture whereby insiders are rewarding insiders? There is one way he
could do that. Will he consider the position of Mr. Collier? Mr. Collier, not by coincidence,
and he is not the Taoiseach’s appointee——

An Ceann Comhairle: Thank you, Deputy.
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Deputy Shane Ross: ——is an appointee to the board of AIB but not only is he a public
interest appointee to the board of AIB he is also a member of the remuneration committee
of AIB.

An Ceann Comhairle: We are over time, Deputy.

Deputy Shane Ross: Is it not absurd that somebody who is involved in a controversy of this
sort for his own remuneration should be deciding on the remuneration of those in the banks
for which the State has responsibility?

The Taoiseach: The Deputy has made the case eloquently in respect of overstepping of mark,
in my view, by semi-States and their boards in the case of bonus payments. I agree with that,
and that is the reason the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform has already set out his
intention to initiate a review of the current performance related awards scheme for chief execu-
tive officers of commercial State companies and in the interim the boards have been requested
not to pay bonuses.

I find it beyond any normal common sense that persons who are exceptionally well paid are
paid bonuses for performance beyond that. These things should not apply in my view, and in
the context of where we are as an economy and as a society the point the Deputy makes in
respect of lower paid workers is patently obvious.

The Deputy can take it that the review which is now being set out by the Minister for public
expenditure and reform, Deputy Howlin, will examine the system of performance related award
schemes for CEOs and in conjunction with other Ministers where semi-State companies apply,
will consider more direct input and oversight by Ministers to ensure this situation does not
continue to apply. I do not know what authority the Minister for Finance has in respect of any
other appointments beyond CEO of the semi-State body the Deputy mentions.

Deputy Shane Ross: If the Taoiseach will not give a commitment about any immediate
changes, and I believe he should fulfil a commitment the Government made earlier to sack
virtually all the boards of every quango because of the political appointees and the nature of
them, could he comment on the appropriateness of someone like Mr. Collier who is involved
in this remuneration controversy being a public interest director in charge of remuneration on
the board of a State owned bank?

The Taoiseach: I find it not good practice. I do not want to appear to be in any way vindictive
about this but in my view we cannot have a situation such as the one the Minister, Deputy Varad-
kar, was confronted with last week which was resolved. I also accept that this should not be seen
as some sort of individual incident of victory. Everybody in the country, from the highest person
down, must understand that we face a challenging time as a country, and we are meeting that
challenge, but the message does not seem to have got through to some people yet. I hope the
Deputy’s own contribution is helpful in getting that message through to them directly.

Deputy Timmy Dooley: To the board of the Irish Independent.

Order of Business

The Taoiseach: It is proposed to take No. 9, motion re ministerial rota for parliamentary
questions; No. 10, motion re referral to joint committee of proposed approval by Dáil Éireann
for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing minimum standards
on the rights, support and protection of victims of crime; No. 11, motion re referral to joint
committee of proposed approval by Dáil Éireann of the Planning and Development
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(Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations 2011; and No. 5, Central Bank and Credit Institutions
(Resolution) (No. 2) Bill 2011 — Order for Second Stage and Second Stage.

It is proposed, notwithstanding anything in Standing Orders, that: (1) Nos. 9, 10 and 11 shall
be decided without debate; and (2) Private Members’ business shall be No. 24, Twenty-Ninth
Amendment of the Constitution (No. 3) Bill 2011 — Second Stage, and the proceedings on the
Second Stage thereon shall, if not previously concluded, be brought to a conclusion at 8.30 p.m.
on Wednesday, 29 June 2011.

An Ceann Comhairle: There are two proposals to be put to the House. Is the proposal for
dealing with Nos. 9, 10 and 11 agreed to? Agreed. Is the proposal for dealing with Private
Members’ business agreed to? Agreed.

Deputy Micheál Martin: Can the Taoiseach explain where all the Labour Party senior Mini-
sters are? I hope there has not been some row that we are unaware of at Cabinet.

An Ceann Comhairle: That is not a matter for the Order of Business, Deputy.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: Sorting out your disaster.

(Interruptions).

An Ceann Comhairle: Can we get back to serious business?

A Deputy: He was talking about Ministers so it should not concern the Deputy.

An Ceann Comhairle: Members have had their moment of fun. Let us get back to business.
Does Deputy Martin have a serious issue to raise?

Deputy Micheál Martin: This is very serious. It is probably a manifestation of the new-found
arrogance that is emerging — the new “once-a-week will do” kind of approach.

(Interruptions).

Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin: Is it 60 or 65 members Deputy Martin is missing?

An Ceann Comhairle: Members should quieten down please.

Deputy Micheál Martin: In October there are supposed to be three constitutional referenda.
The constitutional convention to recommend further amendments is due to be up and running.
In spite of the Taoiseach’s repeated promises, there has been no attempt to consult with the
Opposition about those measures. He has consistently refused to give specific dates for when
the consultations will take place. Will the Taoiseach give a specific date on which the consul-
tations, which preceded all recent referenda, will be held? Could he explain the timetable
within which he proposes to allow the Dáil to consider the legislation?

The Taoiseach: Deputy Martin has raised the matter on a number of occasions. The Oppo-
sition will be consulted fully and properly. Deputy Martin is well aware of the process. When
a decision is made by Government to hold a referendum, a Bill must be drawn up and pub-
lished. The Opposition will be consulted in due course. I cannot give the precise date or the
hour on which the consultation will take place but Deputy Martin can take it from me that the
Opposition will not be neglected in terms of having an opportunity to give its view on the
proposals for the referenda. There will be an opportunity for further discussion in the House
as well. We are aware of the timescale and the dates by which legislation must be passed.
Deputy Martin should trust me on this one.
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Deputy Dara Calleary: Like the people in Roscommon.

Deputy Timmy Dooley: Just like the people in Roscommon.

Deputy Micheál Martin: Just like the people of Roscommon can trust the Taoiseach.

Deputy James Reilly: I would say they trust us a lot more than they trust you.

(Interruptions).

Deputy Micheál Martin: I asked about the matter last week and the Taoiseach indicated
that he would consult with the Opposition in advance of the publication of the Bills on the
forthcoming proposals.

An Ceann Comhairle: The Taoiseach has answered the Deputy.

Deputy Micheál Martin: We are aware of the timescale, which is getting very tight in terms
of the commission that must be established in advance of a referendum being held. We are
talking about three referenda and explanatory memoranda. At this stage the Government
should be in a position at least to have a preliminary consultation with the Opposition parties
on the proposed three referenda. If it does not happen before the summer recess then the
Government is in significant difficulty given that its position has always been that we should
have more time for referendum commissions than was the case in the past.

An Ceann Comhairle: Could we finalise the matter?

The Taoiseach: A number of the Bills are currently being considered by the Attorney
General. Deputy Martin will be consulted, as will the leaders of the other parties and the
House.

Deputy Gerry Adams: A statement was promised by the Taoiseach from the Minister for
Health three weeks ago. He was to report back on the crisis arising from the junior doctors
debacle. We have still no notion of when that statement might be made.

The Taoiseach might have noted that I welcomed the Government’s commitment to look
positively on the obligations of the Irish and British Governments to examine the report pub-
lished yesterday by the human rights institutions in Belfast and Dublin in which they argued
for a single human rights charter for the island of Ireland. Sinn Féin welcomes that. It was part
of the Good Friday Agreement in 1998. Will the Government allow time for a debate on
the issue?

The Taoiseach: The recruitment of hospital doctors is not yet concluded. The Minister will
report to the House when that happens. The human rights commission report is an issue the
Fianna Fáil Whip could usefully raise at the Whips meeting.

An Ceann Comhairle: The report has been laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas.

Deputy Gerry Adams: The next issue is one I wish to address to the Ceann Comhairle. I
raised an issue in the House which was on the Minister’s desk on the very first day he came
into office, that there would be up to 400 junior doctor vacancies with a subsequent roll-on
in hospitals.

An Ceann Comhairle: I am sorry but the Deputy cannot debate the matter now.
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Deputy Gerry Adams: The Taoiseach did not know about that.

An Ceann Comhairle: I am sorry but this is not a matter on the Order of Business.

Deputy Gerry Adams: I am sorry. I will only be a second. The Taoiseach said that the
Minister would come to the House to address the issue, which was fair enough. The Minister
has still not done that. In the interests of citizens, how does a Member try to get such infor-
mation dealt with properly?

An Ceann Comhairle: There are a number of ways. The Deputy can raise it on the Adjourn-
ment, on Leaders’ Questions——

Deputy Gerry Adams: I have done all that.

An Ceann Comhairle: ——or table a parliamentary question.

Deputy Gerry Adams: I have done all of that but I have not got an answer.

An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy can do it again.

Deputy Seán Crowe: It is on the roundabout.

The Taoiseach: As you pointed out to the Deputy, a Cheann Comhairle, these matters can
be raised by other means. Deputy Adams can take it that the Minister for Health, Deputy
Reilly, will be happy to give the information to the House when accurate information is
available.

Deputy Martin Ferris: When will that be?

The Taoiseach: Deputy Adams is aware of the recruitment process that took place for non-
consultant hospital doctors and the response to that. It is only right and proper in the interests
of the health service and those who work within it that the Minister would be able to provide
accurate information to the House when he reports, which he will do.

Deputy Billy Kelleher: How many hospitals will be closed down by then?

An Ceann Comhairle: We are not having a debate on the issue. This is the Order of Business.

Deputy Gerry Adams: I understand that. I am just trying to get clarity on protocols and
procedures. The Minister does not have to wait until the matter is resolved before he makes
a statement.

An Ceann Comhairle: No, I am sorry.

Deputy Gerry Adams: Let him make a statement now to tell us what is the situation.

The Taoiseach: He would only make an incomplete statement without giving the detail.

Deputy Gerry Adams: It would be just like the statements the Taoiseach makes.

(Interruptions).

An Ceann Comhairle: Order, please.

Deputy Timmy Dooley: Just put the hands up.
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The Taoiseach: If the Minister does not have all the information, Deputy Adams can ask
him to make another statement.

Deputy Olivia Mitchell: Could I ask the Taoiseach about the Construction Contracts Bill,
which was introduced as a Private Members’ Bill in the Seanad. It is urgently required for a
sector that is in freefall but a number of defects have been identified. When will it come back to
the Dáil? Will it come as a Private Members’ Bill or will it be redrafted as a Government Bill?

Deputy Timmy Dooley: Are there no Fine Gael Parliamentary Party meetings?

A Deputy: At least we have one.

The Taoiseach: Deputy Mitchell has raised an important matter. The Minister of State,
Deputy Brian Hayes, is working on the Bill which will come to the House later this year as a
Government Bill.

Deputy Barry Cowen: The room is too big for the party.

Deputy Timmy Dooley: Fine Gael took the room but the party is not using it.

Deputy James Reilly: There is a lot more constructive debate in it now than ever came out
of it before.

Deputy Timmy Dooley: Fair weather politicians. The first fine day we have they are gone to
the beach or in St. Stephen’s Green.

An Ceann Comhairle: I call Deputy Mac Lochlainn.

Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn: I am just waiting for a bit of ciúnas.

An Ceann Comhairle: A Deputy is trying to make a point; Members should give him an
opportunity.

Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn: The Taoiseach may recall that I asked him last week about
the European Stability Mechanism, the fact that it requires an amendment to the Lisbon treaty
and the right of the people to have a say on the matter. I understand that the Government is
continuing to get advice from the Attorney General. On “The Week in Politics” the Minister
for Transport, Tourism and Sport, Deputy Varadkar, confirmed that is the case, but it is the
view at this stage that a referendum will not be necessary. It is time to publish the advice the
Government is getting from the Attorney General. I have done what the Ceann Comhairle
advised. I submitted a written question and I was told there are difficulties. In the public
interest I call on the Taoiseach to publish the advice from the Attorney General. Why will the
Government not put this urgent matter before the people?

An Ceann Comhairle: That is not a matter for the Order of Business.

The Taoiseach: As the Deputy is aware, advice is received by the Government from the
Attorney General. I hope the legislation in respect of the ESM changes will be passed by the
House before the summer recess.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: In recent weeks and again this week much legislation is being
rushed through the Dáil in order to meet the target set by the EU-IMF. Given the proximity
of the EU-IMFs delegation’s visit between 6 July and 16 July, will we have a chance to give
our views about the quarterly review in the House, and in particular to discuss the issue——
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An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Boyd Barrett’s group has a Whip, Deputy Catherine Murphy.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: Precisely on that point——

An Ceann Comhairle: She would be only too pleased to discuss the matter at the Whips
meeting.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: When I asked the question of the Taoiseach previously he
referred it to the Whips but we have had no positive response from the Government.

An Ceann Comhairle: It is not a matter for the Order of Business.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: Could you just let me finish this point, a Cheann Comhairle?

An Ceann Comhairle: Sorry.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: We have asked several times and the Taoiseach has indicated
a willingness to provide time for a discussion on the question of the sale of State assets, but
this has not yet been granted. Will this decision be made in a few weeks? Will we——

An Ceann Comhairle: Sorry, this is not a matter for the Order of Business.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: Will we get a chance to discuss it in the Dáil?

An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy, you know there are many ways you can do this — through
parliamentary questions, Private Members’ time or an Adjournment debate.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: There is a massive queue for those, a Cheann Comhairle.

Deputy Dara Calleary: That advice has been given for years.

An Ceann Comhairle: No. The Deputy has a Whip and the Whip should deal with it in the
normal way.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: We raised it at every meeting, a Cheann Comhairle.

An Ceann Comhairle: Well, you should raise it again. I am sorry; I am moving on.

Deputy Timmy Dooley: I would say to light a candle.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: The Taoiseach wants to respond.

An Ceann Comhairle: The Taoiseach must comply with the rules of the House like everybody
else. I am sorry about that.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: You allowed it with others, a Cheann Comhairle.

Deputy Catherine Murphy: When will the Minister for Health come to the House to make
a statement on the difficulties with regard to junior hospital doctors?

An Ceann Comhairle: Is that promised?

Deputy Catherine Murphy: He should also tell us the strategy for diverting people from the
hospitals that will be closed.

An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy is totally out of order.
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Deputy Catherine Murphy: There is a serious problem associated with that.

An Ceann Comhairle: I appreciate that.

Deputy Catherine Murphy: It would be incomplete——

An Ceann Comhairle: Not on the Order of Business.

Deputy Catherine Murphy: ——to have a statement that did not deal with that strategy.

An Ceann Comhairle: Is there a statement promised on this issue? No. Deputy McConalogue
— where is he gone?

Deputies: He is not here.

An Ceann Comhairle: Was I imagining it? Deputy Doherty.

Deputy Pearse Doherty: Maybe the Taoiseach could be helpful and direct me to the legis-
lation that gives effect to the small rural hospitals that, as the Minister for Health has stated
on RTE television, will lose accident and emergency services. I cannot see any legislation in
this regard.

An Ceann Comhairle: If the Deputy goes down to the Library the staff will help him. They
have a very good service down there.

Deputy Pearse Doherty: I cannot find it. The question is——

An Ceann Comhairle: It is not up to the Taoiseach to come in here and advise the Deputy
on these issues.

Deputy Pearse Doherty: If the Ceann Comhairle will let me finish, I will do so. Is the Govern-
ment preparing to introduce legislation to define small rural hospitals? My understanding is
that the hospitals that will be closing or losing their accident and emergency services are actu-
ally quite large, urban hospitals that provide many services. Secondly——

An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy is out of order.

Deputy Pearse Doherty: The other issue is one of promised legislation.

An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy should follow the example of his leader, who actually sits
down when I ask him.

(Interruptions).

Deputy Pearse Doherty: On promised legislation, a Cheann Comhairle——

An Ceann Comhairle: Now you are talking.

Deputy Pearse Doherty: EUROSTAT figures released today show that Irish consumer prices
are 18% above the European average, with food prices 20% above average——

An Ceann Comhairle: What legislation are we talking about?

Deputy Pearse Doherty: ——and restaurant and accommodation prices 29% above average.
This is all happening in the context of cuts. What legislation does the Government intend to
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introduce to help support small businesses so they can reduce their prices, particularly in the
area of food?

An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy is out of order again.

Deputy Pearse Doherty: Legislation has been promised on upward-only rent reviews. When
will that legislation come before the House?

An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy is going from Billy to Jack.

Deputy Pearse Doherty: Will the Government give a commitment that its own Department
will cease to operate upward-only rent reviews, which are already putting companies under
severe pressure or out of business?

An Ceann Comhairle: Will the Taoiseach answer the question that is in order, please?

The Taoiseach: I cannot give the Deputy a date for the legislation on upward-only rent
reviews. That is a matter that is being worked on at the moment. Decisions made by clinicians
in hospitals do not generally require legislation, whether the hospital is small or big.

With regard to the blather raised by Deputy Boyd Barrett last Wednesday, when he objected
to the guillotining of Bills in the House, the Dáil was suspended for two hours because the
Deputy’s group did not have sufficient speakers on the Finance Bill.

Deputies: Hear, hear.

Deputy Dara Calleary: I do not think the blather is working.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: I spoke on the Bill.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: AWOL.

Deputy Pearse Doherty: This Government is operating upward-only rent reviews.

An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy, excuse me.

Deputy Pearse Doherty: Government Departments are operating upward-only rent reviews.

An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy must learn the rules of the House.

Deputy Pearse Doherty: Departments are doing this and the Government can stop them
immediately.

An Ceann Comhairle: Learn the rules of the House, please, and do not jump to your feet
without being called.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: What the Taoiseach said is not true.

A Deputy: It is true.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: Two hours.

Deputy Mick Wallace: When the Taoiseach is introducing legislation later in the year for the
referendums he has planned, will he consider asking the people if they wish to have a temporary
suspension of contract law for the specific purpose of reducing salaries——
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An Ceann Comhairle: That is out of order, Deputy. A parliamentary question may be
tabled instead.

Deputy Mick Wallace: How is this out of order?

An Ceann Comhairle: It is not promised legislation.

Deputy Mick Wallace: We are having difficulty reducing salaries that already exist.

An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy, you are out of order. Please.

Deputy Mick Wallace: If we suspend contract law, which we can achieve through the refer-
endum process, we could tackle the problem head-on.

Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: I want to ask the Taoiseach about promised whistleblower
legislation. He will be aware of the scenario that unfolded in the Rostrevor nursing home, in
which nurses came forward and co-operated fully with HIQA, jeopardising their own liveli-
hoods — in this instance, they were migrant workers.

An Ceann Comhairle: There is no need to expand.

Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: The legislation has been promised and is long overdue. When
will it be introduced to the House to afford the kind of legal comfort and protection that
workers in such circumstances deserve?

The Taoiseach: This is being dealt with by the Minister for public expenditure and reform,
Deputy Howlin. I expect it will be concluded later in the year, because it covers a number
of sectors.

Deputy Noel Harrington: Is there a date for the publication of the education (amendment)
Bill promised for later in the year? Is there any update?

An Ceann Comhairle: Is there a date for that?

The Taoiseach: I do not have a timetable for it, but we will keep the Deputy informed as the
work is progressing.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: The Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources,
Deputy Rabbitte, promised in the House last week that he and the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise
and Innovation, Deputy Bruton, would be introducing legislation dealing with media diversity.
I am sure the Taoiseach is aware of the danger of a dominant ownership model emerging in
the Irish media. When will that legislation be introduced?

Deputy Dara Calleary: Ask Deputy Ross.

The Taoiseach: I do not have a date for it. I will have the information conveyed to the
Deputy as soon as I have any clarity on it.

Deputy Timmy Dooley: They are getting such positive PR at the moment they do not need it.

Deputy Billy Kelleher: The Minister for Health announced some time ago that he intended
to abolish the HSE. In view of the fact that he is now abolishing many small country hospitals,
when will he introduce legislation to abolish HIQA——

Deputy Emmet Stagg: Which Fianna Fáil set up.
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Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: Deputy Martin set it up.

Deputy Billy Kelleher: ——the organisation he is hiding behind, along with the reduction in
the non-consultant hospital doctors, in closing the small rural hospitals of Ireland? When will
this legislation be introduced?

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: Deputy Martin set it up.

Deputy James Reilly: There is no such legislation.

The Taoiseach: I am not sure what tablets the Deputy took today. The Minister has no
intention of abolishing small hospitals.

Deputy Billy Kelleher: He is starting well. In his first 100 days he has closed one in Cork
and one in Roscommon.

The Taoiseach: The Minister has already made it perfectly clear that it will take some time
to restructure the leviathan that was set up to be the best provider of services in the world, the
HSE. In addition, HIQA has set out its stall in investigating a number of hospitals.

Deputy Billy Kelleher: When will the legislation be introduced to abolish HIQA as part of
the programme for Government?

The Taoiseach: The HSE will be restructured during the lifetime of the Government, with
beneficial effects for every patient in every hospital in the country.

An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Durkan.

Deputy Dara Calleary: The man from Del Monte.

(Interruptions).

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: This is for the benefit of the Opposition. It is my concession to
the neo-liberal dress code.

(Interruptions).

An Ceann Comhairle: Will you give the Deputy a chance, please?

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: “And even the ranks of Tuscany could scarce forbear to cheer.”

Deputy Timmy Dooley: The Vice Chairman of the Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs in
white trousers.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: I wish to ask about two items of promised legislation. It would
be of major help to the Opposition if we could get some information on one particular Bill
from the Taoiseach, because the Opposition parties, when they were in Government, promised
this legislation for five or six years——

An Ceann Comhairle: We do not need a history class.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: ——and in fact threatened to introduce the legislation on numer-
ous occasions over that period. We can bring this to a conclusion. When will the health infor-
mation Bill be introduced to the House? The previous Government——
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An Ceann Comhairle: Does the Deputy have another Bill to ask about?

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: I have indeed. Another promised Bill is the legislation to provide
for an amendment of the Criminal Justice (Legal Aid) Act, which is in need of updating. This
was promised some considerable time ago; I will not embarrass the Opposition by suggesting
how many years ago.

An Ceann Comhairle: There is no need for that.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: The latter Bill is No. 35.

Deputy Dara Calleary: He is blinded by the jacket.

The Taoiseach: The health information Bill has 90 different headings.

Deputy Timmy Dooley: That might be too many for Deputy Bernard Durkan.

The Taoiseach: The heads of the Bill were approved by the then Government on 16 June
2009. The Minister has examined this and expects to publish the legislation later this year.

Deputy Dara Calleary: He is a bit busy at the moment.

The Taoiseach: The legal aid Bill will be published later this year.

Deputy Brendan Smith: When is it proposed to introduce a motion to enable written
parliamentary questions to be answered during the summer recess?

Deputy Emmet Stagg: There would have been a long wait for that if those opposite were
still in power.

The Taoiseach: That is part of the package of Dáil reform. The Chief Whip has already given
details of the schedule to implement this. I hope it will be in place for this summer recess.
There is a serious package of changes for the Deputy’s perusal and analysis. I am sure it will
be of interest to him when it is introduced in September.

Deputy Timmy Dooley: I hope it is more comprehensive than the review of the committee
system.

Deputy Joe Higgins: I must point out for the interests of accuracy that what we objected to
last week was the principle of the guillotine on legislation.

An Ceann Comhairle: Thank you, Deputy.

Deputy Joe Higgins: Guillotines are being increasingly used. We did point out that the Fin-
ance (No. 3) Bill was uncontroversial. It was due to the Government’s inefficiency that it could
not ascertain the number of speakers for the Bill and have other business rostered.

An Ceann Comhairle: Thank you, Deputy.

Deputy Paul Kehoe: The debate was allowed to collapse by the Opposition.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: I have a question.

An Ceann Comhairle: This is the Deputy’s second time up on the Order of Business.
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Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: I did not get a chance to finish my last question.

An Ceann Comhairle: What promised legislation does the Deputy want to ask about?

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: I want an answer to the question I asked about the energy
miscellaneous provisions Bill.

The Taoiseach: We expect it to be published this session.

Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: Will this be before the EU-IMF deal?

Deputy Dara Calleary: When will legislation to amalgamate Limerick City Council and
Limerick County Council be introduced? Will it provide for a directly elected mayor for
Limerick?

The Taoiseach: The Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government will
be reporting on his work in this regard shortly.

Deputy Micheál Martin: He announced it earlier today in Limerick.

The Taoiseach: The Cabinet approved it this morning. The matter referred to by Deputy
Dara Calleary will be included in this.

Deputy Micheál Martin: When will the legislation be introduced?

The Taoiseach: It will be introduced in due course.

Ministerial Rota for Parliamentary Questions: Motion

Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I move:

That, notwithstanding anything in the Order of the Dáil of 9th March, 2011, setting out
the rota in which Questions to members of the Government are to be asked, or in the Order
of the Dáil of 21st June, 2011, Questions for oral answer, following those next set down to
the Minister for Health, shall be set down to Ministers in the following temporary sequence:

Minster for Finance

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport

Minister for Education and Skills

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade

whereupon the sequence established by the Order of 9th March, 2011, shall continue with
Questions to the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation.

Question put and agreed to.

European Union Directive: Referral to Joint Committee

Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I move:

That the proposal that Dáil Éireann approves the exercise by the State of the option or
discretion under Protocol No. 21 on the position of the United Kingdom and Ireland in
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respect of the area of freedom, security and justice annexed to the Treaty on European
Union and to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, to take part in the
adoption and application of the following proposed measure:

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing
minimum standards on the rights, support and protection of victims of crime,

a copy of which was laid before Dáil Éireann on 13th June, 2011, be referred to the Joint
Committee on Justice, Defence and Equality, in accordance with Standing Order 82A(3),
which, not later than 19th July, 2011, shall send a message to the Dáil in the manner prescribed
in Standing Order 87, and Standing Order 86(2) shall accordingly apply.

Question put and agreed to.

Planning and Development (Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations 2011: Referral to Joint
Committee

Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I move:

That the proposal that Dáil Éireann approves the following Regulations in draft:

The Planning and Development (Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations 2011,

copies of which have been laid in draft form before Dáil Éireann on 23rd June, 2011, be
referred to the Joint Committee on Environment, Transport, Culture and the Gaeltacht, in
accordance with Standing Order 82A(3), which, not later than 20th July, 2011, shall send a
message to the Dáil in the manner prescribed in Standing Order 87, and Standing Order 86(2)
shall accordingly apply.

Question put and agreed to.

Central Bank and Credit Institutions (Resolution) (No. 2) Bill 2011: Order for Second Stage

Bill entitled an Act to make provision for an effective and expeditious resolution regime for
certain credit institutions at the least cost to the State; to amend certain enactments; and for
related matters.

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I move: “That Second Stage be taken now.”

Question put and agreed to.

Central Bank and Credit Institutions (Resolution) (No. 2) Bill 2011: Second Stage

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I move: “That the Bill be now read a
Second Time.”

There has been much discussion at international level on how best to deal with financial
institutions in distress. Clearly, Ireland has much to offer in this debate given recent experience.
As we move to implement the restructuring of the domestic banking system I announced in
my statement on 31 March last, it is also important we provide the essential tools to manage and
resolve quickly and effectively any of our banks that in the future may be faced with difficulties.

The Central Bank and Credit Institutions (Resolution) (No. 2) Bill offers a necessary frame-
work to enable the national authorities to use a variety of tools to address and resolve financial
institutions that find themselves in distress. As we reform and rebuild our supervisory structure,
it is important the Central Bank, as the resolution authority, can avail of such resolution powers
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which will be regarded internationally as a prerequisite in the post-financial crisis supervisory
infrastructure.

The programme for Government recognises that a comprehensive and effective bank resol-
ution framework is essential for building a more sustainable economic system but that it is also
important the taxpayer should not be left with the bill for resolving failing or failed banks. The
Government programme commits, therefore, to a modern resolution regime for dealing with
bank insolvencies and that the banking sector shall contribute the funds to meet this.

This new Bill differs from the Credit Institutions (Stabilisation) Act, enacted by the
Oireachtas last year, which was very much focussed on providing for the reorganisation and
restructuring of the domestic banking system in line with the EU-IMF programme of support
for Ireland. It conferred powers on the Minister for Finance, after consulting the Governor of
the Central Bank, to seek court orders to issue directions to banks, to restructure banks and
to reorganise their assets and-or liabilities.

However, the Act will have a temporary effect only. As it is intended its provisions will lapse
in 2012, it is necessary, therefore, to have a more permanent framework in place to address
credit institution resolution requirements that may arise in the future. The intention of this
legislation is to put such a permanent resolution framework in place so that, if it proves neces-
sary in the future, it will be possible to facilitate the resolution of financial instability in credit
institutions at least cost to the State.

5 o’clock

Ireland is not alone in having to introduce new legislation to deal adequately with failing
banks. Many countries have had to take steps to enhance the national and international frame-
works for resolving financial institutions in difficulty. Both the EU and the G20 are now paying

considerable attention to this issue. The European Commission is expected to
publish a proposal for an EU-wide crisis management framework in September.
Our nearest neighbour, the UK, one of the first countries to experience the diffi-

culties of distressed banks in the current crisis and also to experience the lack of an effective
toolkit to deal with the problem, introduced a new special resolution regime in its 2009 banking
Act. Other countries, including Denmark and Germany, have also taken steps to establish or
enhance their bank resolution regimes.

It is important Ireland has a permanent resolution framework to deal with future problems that
may arise and that it will never again allow the financial burden for resolving banks to be unduly
placed on the taxpayer. This Bill provides such a permanent special resolution regime in this State
and will allow the Central Bank to deal in an effective manner with credit institutions that are
failing or likely to fail in the future. It also provides that this will be done in a way that provides
maximum protection for the Exchequer and provides maximum confidence in the financial system
as a whole. The tools, to be provided in this Bill, to achieve these objectives are bridge-banks, the
ability to transfer assets and liabilities from failing banks, special management orders, modified
liquidation process specific to credit institutions, the formulation of recovery and resolution plans
and the establishment of a new credit institutions resolution fund.

Part 1 deals with certain preliminary items. For example, section 2 sets out the definition of
several terms used while section 3 makes clear the Bill will succeed the Credit Institutions
(Stabilisation) Act and that no institution will simultaneously fall within the ambit of both Acts.
Section 4 sets out the legislation’s purposes, which I have already outlined for the House.

Part 2 addresses general matters regarding the exercise of the resolution powers provided
for in the Bill. Section 5 provides that the Governor of the Central Bank is responsible for the
exercise of the functions of the Central Bank under the Bill, though he may delegate those
functions to officers or employees of the bank subject to ensuring the performance of that
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delegated function is operationally separate from the regulatory and supervisory responsibilities
of the bank. Section 6 is a standard provision that safeguards the independence of the Governor
and the Central Bank. Section 7 will require national authorities to have regard to EU law and
relevant guidance in exercising a power under this Bill.

Section 8 sets out the conditions that must be fulfilled before the Central Bank can make an
intervention in respect of a credit institution. It will be noted that it is the Central Bank that
will, in the first instance, be required to form the opinion that intervention is required in a
particular case. This is an important change of focus to the existing Credit Institutions
(Stabilisation) Act. Under the latter, the power of initiation largely rests with the Minister.
This is justifiable in dealing with the current emergency crisis and in the context of the large
amount of financial support from the State to the Irish banking system. In the permanent
resolution regime as provided for in the Bill, it is important to place the power of initiation to
address a failing credit institution with the appropriate banking authority. However, the Bill
provides that the Governor of the Central Bank will be obliged to consult the Minister in
appropriate circumstances.

Part 3 of the Bill deals with the credit institutions resolution fund. It is important that tax-
payer input into the resolution of future banking problems be minimised and that the banking
sector itself should accumulate and have funds available for such a purpose. The establishment
of a fund is essential to achieve this objective. Section 9 provides for the establishment and
purpose of the resolution fund. Section 10 provides that the Central Bank shall manage and
administer the fund. Sections 11 and 12 provide that the Minister may, and that authorised
credit institutions shall, contribute to the fund. The Minister shall be entitled, however, to be
reimbursed from the fund for any contributions made from the Exchequer. Section 14 provides
that the Minister shall make regulations proscribing the level of contribution required from
credit institutions, as well as matters governing the administration and operation of the fund.

As indicated previously, the Bill provides for a wide range of resolution tools to be available
to the Central Bank to deal with distressed or failing banks. The first of these is set out in Part
4, which provides for the establishment of bridge banks. These banks will be able to hold, on
a temporary basis, the assets and liabilities of a failing or failed bank before they are moved
to a sustainable bank. Section 16 provides that the Central Bank may establish a company,
capitalised from the resolution fund, to hold, on a temporary basis, transferred assets and
liabilities pending its onward transfer to another institution as soon as practicable. Section 17
provides that such a bridge bank may carry on a banking business while it is in possession of
these banking assets and liabilities.

Part 5 deals with the transfer of assets and liabilities that will provide the Central Bank with
the power, subject to meeting the prescribed circumstances, to transfer the assets and liabilities
of a relevant institution to a third party. This is similar to the power currently available to me
under the Credit Institutions (Stabilisation) Act. What is envisaged may include, if necessary,
transferring the assets and liabilities to a bridge bank provided for in this Bill.

Section 20 sets out the preconditions to be met before a proposed transfer order can be
made by the Central Bank. Section 21 outlines the arrangements, timing and procedures to be
followed prior to making a proposed transfer order, with section 22 covering the contents of
the proposed order. Section 23 provides, however, that transfer orders shall be made by the
High Court setting out some of the considerations it may make when hearing the application
from the Central Bank. Sections 24 to 27, inclusive, set out the publication procedures and
arrangements for varying or setting aside the court order. Section 28 details the content of
transfer orders. Section 29 provides that the Minister may, at the request of the Central Bank,
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provide a financial incentive to facilitate a transfer. However, the Minister may recover any
such amount provided for this purpose from the resolution fund. Sections 32 and 33 set out the
effects of the transfer orders, while section 34 makes specific provision for the transfer of
foreign assets and liabilities under a transfer order.

Part 6 of the Bill deals with special management orders. This will be another resolution tool
available to the Central Bank and will enable it, in certain prescribed circumstances and subject
to a High Court order, to appoint a special manager to an authorised credit institution. The
purpose of the special manager will be to manage the business of the institution having regard
to any recovery and resolution plans or to wind down the institution with a view to liquidation.
Section 38 sets out the preconditions for making proposed special management orders.

Section 41 provides that the High Court, on application by the Central Bank, shall make a
special management order. Section 45 outlines the information to be included in special man-
agement orders. Sections 46 and 47 deal with the terms of appointment and remuneration of a
special manager. Section 50 is a key provision as its sets out the functions of special managers
and provides that the special manager shall take over the management of the business. Section
52 sets out the effect of the appointment of a special manager, while section 53 will enable the
special manager to, if necessary, remove officers or employees of the business. Section 57
provides for the circumstances in which the special management of an authorised credit insti-
tution terminates.

Part 7 provides for a modified liquidation process for financial institutions where the liqui-
dator will be mandated with two objectives. The first is to work with the Central Bank to
ensure that deposits covered by the deposit protection scheme receive payment or else to have
the deposits transferred to a sound institution and, second, to achieve the best results for the
institution’s creditors as a whole. Section 60 provides that the Central Bank may petition the
High Court to wind up an authorised credit institution. Section 61 provides that no other person
may seek to appoint a liquidator to an authorised credit institution without first informing the
bank of such a proposed course of action and obtaining confirmation from the bank that it has
no objection to such a step. Section 62 further provides that only a liquidator approved by the
bank may be appointed to a credit institution. This will ensure that the Central Bank will have
overall control of any proposal to seek to appoint a liquidator to a credit institution.

Section 63 provides for the objectives of a liquidator to an authorised credit institution.
Section 64 provides that finance may be made available from the deposit protection fund or
the credit institutions resolution fund in order to facilitate the transfer of deposits from a
failing bank. Section 65 provides that any such payment will constitute a debt due by the credit
institution. Sections 66 to 69, inclusive, deal with a liquidation committee to which the liqui-
dator will be required to report. Section 70 provides assurance to depositors whose deposits
have been transferred by a liquidator.

Part 8 deals with recovery plans and resolution plans. This part is intended to enable the
Central Bank and each institution to make appropriate preparation to deal with potential
financial difficulty. Specifically, it will empower the Central Bank to require an authorised
credit institution to prepare and implement a recovery plan and the Central Bank to prepare
and implement a resolution plan. Sections 73 and 74 provide that the bank may direct an
institution to prepare and implement a recovery plan and section 75 provides that the Central
Bank may prepare a resolution plan.

Part 9 contains a number of miscellaneous provisions necessary to ensure that the powers pro-
vided under the Bill are effective. Section 77 is a key provision as it is necessary to ensure that the
reorganisation and restructuring measures provided for in the Bill can be recognised in other EU
member states through the mechanisms available in the credit institutions winding up directive,
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CIWUD, on the reorganisation and winding up of credit institutions. This directive provides that
the authorities in the home member state alone shall be empowered to decide on the implemen-
tation of reorganisation or winding-up proceedings of an authorised credit institutions in accordance
with its own laws and that such decisions shall be effective in all the other member states. This is
particularly important given that many agreements, including debt agreements, entered into by
Irish credit institutions are governed by the laws of other member states. The existing Credit
Institutions (Stabilisation) Act has similar provisions and this critical provision will, therefore, be
retained in the permanent resolution Act for authorised credit institutions.

Sections 79 and 80 provide for confidentiality provisions in the operation of the Bill, if these are
considered necessary in particular instances for stability reasons. Section 81 deals with agreements
to which an authorised credit institution, any of its subsidiaries, its holding company and any sister
company, are party or in which they have an interest. Agreements may provide for their termin-
ation or other consequences in certain circumstances. This section provides that none of the speci-
fied consequences will arise by virtue of certain actions, including among others, the enactment of
the Bill, the publication of the Bill, the making of any statement by the Minister, the Central Bank
or an authorised credit institution with regard to the Bill, or the Bill itself and the use of any
powers under the Bill. Sections 83 and 84 provide for the limitation of judicial review and of certain
rights of appeal to the Supreme Court. Sections 88 and 89 provide that the Central Bank may issue
guidelines on the exercise of its functions under the Bill and also that the Minister may specify a
relationship framework to govern his relationship with the Central Bank. The Bill also provides
for some technical amendments to a number of other enactments and statutory instruments, includ-
ing the Credit Institutions (Stabilisation) Act 2010.

This Bill is a most important one for consideration by Members of the Oireachtas. It is
essential, not only for sound financial stability reasons but also for our future general economic
well-being that the national banking authorities will have the most comprehensive and effective
tool kit available to them to preserve and protect individual financial institutions and the finan-
cial system as a whole. The Bill will provide these important tools. The future protection of
our financial system, depositors and taxpayers requires nothing less. I, therefore, commend the
Bill to the House.

Deputy Michael McGrath: I welcome the opportunity to contribute on Second Stage of the
Central Bank and Credit Institutions (Resolution) (No. 2) Bill. Fianna Fáil will support this
Bill. The Bill was introduced in the Seanad prior to the new Government coming into office
but events at the time did not allow for its progression. The Minister has reintroduced it in the
House today and Fianna Fáil welcomes and supports it.

Second Stage provides us an opportunity to discuss some of the wider issues to the fore
currently. It is appropriate that discussion of the Bill comes at a time of unprecedented crisis
in the eurozone and at a time when the Greek Parliament is discussing an austerity package of
€28 billion and when a privatisation plan of €50 billion must be decided upon. The current
crisis underlines the gross inadequacy of the European Union’s ability to deal with a crisis of
this nature. Its response to date has been reactionary, ad hoc and has failed to deal in a
comprehensive way with the scale of the crisis facing the eurozone at this time and it is breath-
taking to think that a parliamentary vote in just one national parliament in Europe has the
potential to derail the whole eurozone and the single currency project. It behoves us in this
House and every other national parliament to do what we can to ensure that once this crisis
passes, the lessons are learned and proper legislation is put in put in place to deal with any
future crisis.
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The Bill introduced here today is part of an overall package of measures required to improve
the regulatory framework. It makes available to the Central Bank and the Minister a wider set
of powers in the event of a bank threatening the stability of our financial system in the future
and in the event of a bank having to be wound down. Looking at the markets currently, the
contagion effect of the Greek crisis is having an impact on Ireland, with a cost of borrowing of
in excess of 12% on ten-year Government bonds. It is clear that the markets view Ireland as
being in a similar boat to Greece and Portugal. We need to do everything possible to put clear
water between our position as a state and the position of Greece. We will only be able to assess
the market perception of Ireland when the current crisis passes. Now, we can say that it is the
Greek situation that is contaminating the perception towards Ireland, but once this is dealt
with — hopefully it will be dealt with quickly and comprehensively — we will need to see an
improvement in market sentiment towards Ireland.

In the past couple of weeks, the Minister welcomed the decision by EU finance Ministers,
to which he was party, to quash plans to attach preferred creditor status to funds advanced to
existing bailout countries under the European stability mechanism, due to come into effect in
mid-2013. This is a helpful development. It would be unwise to overstate its significance, but I
accept the comment made by the Minister that it is an issue he raised in his recent visit to the
United States. It was a concern for investors and it is helpful that the issue has been addressed.

The wider market sentiment towards Ireland will be shaped by a number of issues, including
the market perception of debt sustainability in Ireland, the extent to which we can achieve
economic growth this year and next, the public finances and the extent to which the Govern-
ment adheres to the fiscal measures required to bring the country’s deficit back to within 3%
of GDP by 2015.

There is a huge task facing the Government and the country to ensure that in 12 to 18
months time, Ireland will be in a position to return to the international sovereign debt markets.
Given the current environment, the scale of volatility that exists and the questions that hang
over the eurozone, this cannot be countenanced currently, but over the next 12 to 18 months
we need to get to that position. For that reason, it is essential we seek to achieve economic
growth. Last week’s CSO figures gave a mixed picture. Unsurprisingly, domestic demand is
still very weak, but exports continue to perform strongly. Hopefully, the jobs initiative which
will come into effect this week will have a positive impact. We will watch the live register
figures, the Exchequer returns and other economic indicators over the next number of months
to gauge whether the measures taken are having a positive impact.

The comment made by Mario Draghi when questioned by Mr. Gay Mitchell, MEP, with
regard to the ECB providing medium term funding to Ireland was a setback, because the
markets attach some importance to the issue of having a secure stream of funding for the Irish
banking system. The ECB and the eurozone have committed to providing ongoing liquidity
support but market commentators have pointed to the issue of a medium term funding commit-
ment as something that could have been helpful. It is disappointing that opportunity was not
taken.

During the Minister’s recent visit to the United States, he announced on behalf of the
Government the intention to impose losses on unsecured, unguaranteed senior bondholders in
Anglo Irish Bank and Irish Nationwide. It has since been clarified that this intention is based
on having the support of the European Central Bank to do so. The critical question is the
position of the ECB with regard to imposing losses on unsecured, unguaranteed bondholders
in institutions that are, effectively, being wound down. We support the Minister’s intention to
impose such losses.
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Every tool available to the Government should be used to convince the European Central
Bank to allow such burden-sharing with these bondholders. It is important to point out,
however, that an unsecured, unguaranteed bond associated with Anglo Irish Bank worth €200
million was repaid last month. Even since the Minister’s announcement in the United States
on 15 June, a far more modest bond, worth €14 million, was repaid in the case of Anglo Irish
Bank. Another bond, worth €12 million, falls due for repayment tomorrow. I presume the
latter will be repaid. While these bonds may appear quite small, if we were in a position to
achieve a discount thereon in the shorter term, it would go a long way towards alleviating the
damage done by some of the cuts being imposed on, for example, school transport schemes
and to the number of special needs assistants in schools.

An unsecured, unguaranteed bond of €12 million is being repaid tomorrow in Anglo Irish
Bank. The Minister stated he intends to raise this issue in the autumn with the troika. I heard
his comment on Sunday that he will raise the matter in July but that he believes meaningful
negotiations will be deferred until the autumn. He needs to raise the matter immediately
because much smaller bonds are being repaid as we speak. Clearly, if we are in a position to
secure discounts on those bonds, the sooner, the better. The money could be put to much
better use in the shorter term. I urge the Minister to take the opportunity to raise this with the
troika immediately to try to obtain its permission to impose the losses. The Minister has indi-
cated that the Government will not be proceeding without the support of the European Central
Bank when imposing such losses.

There was suspicion that the European Central Bank had threatened to cut off the liquidity
supply to Irish banks in the event of Ireland unilaterally imposing losses on senior bondholders.
The Minister has indicated this is not the position and that the European Central Bank is not
in the business of making such threats. Given that the paying off of unsecured, unguaranteed
bondholders forms no part of the EU-IMF agreement, it is an issue that the Government
should address urgently. It should seek to achieve the savings on behalf of the Irish taxpayer
in the short term.

I do not want to be cynical but the Minister’s comments in the United States came on day
99 of the Government’s first 100 days in office. It was a very useful element of the following
day’s marketing and PR campaign for the Government to be able to say it would be imposing
losses on senior bondholders. The truth, however, is that there was nothing new in the state-
ment, given that the initiative would be dependent on the support of the European Central
Bank. If a 50% discount were achieved on the €3.5 billion, approximately, in unsecured,
unguaranteed debt left in Anglo Irish Bank and Irish Nationwide, it would save us €1.75 billion,
which would be greater than the cumulative benefit of the interest-rate reduction we are nego-
tiating. This is an important issue. We want to see both a reduction in the interest rate and
also the imposition of burden sharing on the senior bondholders in Anglo Irish Bank and
Irish Nationwide.

We very much welcome the Bill. It was introduced by former Senator Donie Cassidy in
Seanad Éireann on 28 February on behalf of the late Brian Lenihan. It lapsed on the dissolution
of the 23rd Seanad on 26 April of this year but has now been resurrected in the Dáil by the
Minister for Finance, Deputy Noonan.

The Bill builds on the emergency legislation enacted in December of last year to reorganise
and restructure the Irish retail banking system, the Credit Institutions (Stabilisation) Act 2010,
which will still apply to certain relevant institutions until it expires at the end of 2012. There-
fore, the intention is that the Bill will put in place a permanent resolution regime and replace
the temporary measures included in the stabilisation legislation last December. Clearly, existing
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company law provisions are inadequate to deal the unwinding and shutting down of a financial
institution in the State. This begs the question as to what might have been the case had we had
the legislation in 2008 when the banking system was on the brink of collapse. The Nyberg
report refers to this issue when it stated, “the existence of a resolution regime in itself would
not necessarily have been a panacea to avoid high fiscal costs to the State in the absence of
burden sharing with creditors”.

Professor Patrick Honohan refers to the discussion paper that had been prepared in 2008 by
the Central Bank and Financial Services Authority of Ireland on the issue. That paper was
discussed by the domestic standing group but the associated legislation did not proceed in time
to address the banking crisis of September 2008. One can have all the resolution regimes in
the world but, ultimately, if the position of one’s paymaster, the European Central Bank, is
that no bank can be allowed to fail in a disorderly manner and losses cannot be imposed on
senior bondholders, it does not matter what resolution regime there is in place in terms of
reducing the cost to the taxpayer. The position of the European Central Bank appears not to
have changed. I wish the Minister well in his efforts to convince the ECB that Ireland is in a
position to impose the losses because Anglo Irish Bank and Irish Nationwide are effectively
being wound down. The sooner this happens, the better.

The Bill is in response to an EU-IMF commitment in addition to being in the programme
of Government of the new Government parties. It provides a comprehensive special resolution
regime for dealing with bank insolvencies and provides the framework for the introduction of
a bank levy. The press release issued by the Minister at the time of the republication of the
Bill implies Committee Stage amendments are being prepared that are “designed to enhance
the resolution toolset in line with the evolving EU principles on crisis resolution and in the
light of discussions with the external partners”.

This is an issue in respect of which there is evolving policy at European level. If we have
learned anything from the crisis over the past three years, it is that there is a need for a co-
ordinated, pan-European response to a financial crisis. While we are obliged to equip the
Minister and the Governor of the Central Bank of Ireland with the tools necessary to protect
the taxpayer and the stability of our system in the event of financial institutions getting into
trouble, this obligation needs to be replicated at EU level, where the impact can be much
greater given the interconnectedness and interdependence of the banking and financial systems.

The tools available to the Central Bank under this legislation have been summarised by the
Minister. They include the transfer order, the special management order, the establishment of
a “bridge bank”, a modified liquidation process, and the development of recovery and resol-
ution plans. It is essential that all these tools be available and put in place as quickly as possible
so they will be available to the authorities in Ireland in the event of future difficulties.

Section 4 of the Bill sets out the purposes of the legislation. Section 8 details the intervention
conditions required for the powers in the legislation to be invoked, including whether the
authorised credit institution concerned is of systemic importance to the economy of the State;
whether the failure of that credit institution would be 20 likely to contribute to instability of
the banking system; the importance of ensuring the depositors of that credit institution will
continue to have prompt access to their deposits; the importance of maintaining public confi-
dence in the financial system; the importance of maintaining continuity of banking services to
that credit institution’s customers; the terms of any resolution plan; and any other matters that
the bank considers relevant.

The legislation gives wide-ranging powers to the Governor of the Central Bank to act in the
event of a threat to the stability of our financial system, the taxpayers and customers of individ-
ual financial institutions. The proposed establishment, under section 12, of the credit insti-
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tutions resolution fund is welcome and will help to obviate the costs associated with future
banking and financial crises. Under section 14, the Minister must make regulations in regard
to the establishment of the fund and how exactly it will operate. It would be helpful if later in
the debate the Minister indicates his thinking on how the fund will operate and how quickly
he envisages it will be established, the level and structure of fees to be paid into the fund by
the institutions concerned and the circumstances under which the fund can be invoked to
reduce the bill to the State in the event of any future banking difficulties.

We support the Bill. I look forward to detailed engagement with the Minister on Committee
Stage when I hope we will be able to discuss in detail the individual sections. It is legislation
which properly equips the authorities in the State to deal with any future difficulties in the Irish
banking system. It is against the backdrop of a crisis not only in Ireland but in the eurozone. I
hope the Minister continues to represent Ireland’s interests with strength and conviction. I urge
him to raise at the earliest opportunity with the troika the issue of Anglo Irish Bank and Irish
Nationwide and those senior bondholders being repaid as we speak. While the amount of
money might be quite modest in comparison with the $1 billion bond that will mature on 2
November, any savings achieved could be put to very good use. We fully support the Minister
in his efforts to reduce this burden.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Joe O’Reilly): I call on Deputy Doherty who has 20 minutes.

Deputy Pearse Doherty: Go raibh maith agat.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Joe O’Reilly): The Deputy has 30 minutes.

Deputy Pearse Doherty: Go raibh maith agat, a Chathaoirligh. Tá tú iontach flaithiúil. Sílim
nach mbeidh mé ag glacadh an ama uilig ar an Chéim seo den Bhille. Sin ráite, tá sé íontach
tábhachtach go mbeadh deis againn an Bille a scansáil agus a phlé amach go maith nuair
atáimid ar Chéim an Choiste. Mar a tharla le cuid des na Billí a tháinig os ár gcomhair go dtí
seo, go háirithe an Bille Airgeadais (Uimh. 3), nuair atá an Dáil ag tabhairt tacaíocht do Bhille,
ní cheart go mbeimid ag labhairt agus ag labhairt. Is ar Chéim an Choiste a mbíonn am de
dhíth orainn le plé a dhéanamh ar Bhille.

I welcome the opportunity to discuss the Central Bank and Credit Institutions Bill 2011
because it is extremely important and will require the careful consideration of the House. If it
is to become a useful tool in dealing with future banking crises it is important that all sides of
the House have the time and opportunity to deal in a meaningful way with the Bill and to try
to shape it, particularly on Committee Stage. I want to emphasise this point. The lesson learned
from legislation that has gone through the House so far is that where there is broad agreement
there is no need for open-ended debate and Deputies on this side of the House will not abuse
the system. However, where time is needed to deal with the detail of legislation, particularly
on Committee Stage when we get into the nuts and bolts of what is contained in a Bill, it is
important that time is set aside. I am sure the Government will assist us in this.

Last December, Fianna Fáil rushed through in a heavy-handed way the Credit Institutions
(Stabilisation) Bill. One of the reasons Fine Gael and the Labour Party joined Sinn Féin in
opposing that Bill was because the Government refused to allow adequate time for discussing
and amending the Bill. I hope the Government affords us the opportunity to deal with the
amendments that will be tabled. I am aware the Government also proposes to table amend-
ments. It is important that we shape the Bill and have the time required to do so as the
Government parties demanded when they were in opposition.
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Sinn Féin supports the introduction of special resolution regime legislation. We called for it
in the previous Dáil and we welcome that the basis for it has been proposed in the Bill. The
financial and banking crisis of recent years has exposed the inadequacies of commercial law in
providing the necessary tools for dealing with insolvent banks. There is a clear need for strong
powers to be invested in the Minister for Finance and the Governor of the Central Bank with
adequate oversight by the Oireachtas to enable the State to wind down failing financial insti-
tutions in a way that protects ordinary depositors and taxpayers.

While it is probably too early to say there is a model of best practice in the design and
implementation of such special resolution regimes, there is growing international consensus on
the basic requirements. However, having the right tools is only half the job as we all know.
Governments must have the political will to step in and use these tools not only to ensure the
stability and effective functioning of the financial system but also to protect the broader public
interest. This is important because unless this Bill is used in the proper way and unless the
political will exists to do so it will be meaningless.

Prior to considering the ability of the Bill to meet the challenge of future banking crises, it
is important to deal with the more urgent issues of how to free the State and taxpayers from
the enormous liabilities imposed by the previous Government’s disastrous banking policy, a
policy which is now being followed religiously by the new Government. Recently, I took the
opportunity to re-read some of the transcripts of last December’s Dáil debate on the Credit
Institutions (Stabilisation) Bill. I wanted to refresh my memory about what was stated at the
time about that legislation, which was rushed through the Dáil, particularly by Members of the
Labour Party and Fine Gael. Some of the comments are very interesting.

Deputy Leo Varadkar was particularly critical of the failure of the Bill to include “any
provision for the restructuring of the debts of senior bondholders, particularly those who are
not under the guarantee”. He rightly described the failure as the big lacuna in the Bill. Deputy
Joan Burton made a similar point in her remarks, when she described the Bill as too little too
late because “it does nothing to address the treatment of liabilities other than subordinated
bondholders. It fails to address the issue of senior bondholders now out of the guarantee”.
The criticisms of Deputies Varadkar and Burton were on the money. The Credit Institutions
(Stabilisation) Bill should have provided the Government with the legal tools necessary to
impose significant burden sharing on senior guaranteed and unguaranteed bonds.

Having made such trenchant criticisms of the Bill last December, many of us expected that
as both Deputies now sit at the Cabinet table, Fine Gael and the Labour Party would have
ensured the revised Central Bank and Credit Institutions Bill now before the House would
fully and adequately address this major issue and that burden sharing would be on the agenda.
However, when we examine the content of the Bill — and I acknowledge it is Fianna Fáil
legislation — we see it fails to deal in any way with the issue of senior bondholders in covered
and uncovered institutions.

Worse than this, it takes a backward step from its emergency predecessor of last December
by submerging even the now uncontentious junior bondholders into the general category of
creditors. Worse still, the Bill leaves the matter of how best to deal with bondholders at the
discretion of the liquidators appointed by the Governor of the Central Bank. This is despite
the fact that best practice suggests that a special resolution regime should clearly outline how
best to deal with creditors. As it stands, the Bill leaves this crucial area of decision-making to
the liquidator.

The previous speaker spoke about the announcements made by the Government. With
regard to unguaranteed debt in Anglo Irish Bank, on which the Government and Fianna Fáil
solely focus, since the start of the year €1 billion of unguaranteed debt has been paid out by
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the taxpayer. Under the watchful eye of Fianna Fáil and the Green Party €800 million was
paid out, and under the watchful eye of Fine Gael and the Labour Party almost €250 million
has been paid out, in unguaranteed unsecured debt in Anglo Irish Bank. This is appalling when
on a daily basis we hear and speak about the cuts affecting real people who have real needs,
such as parents who must pay an extra €50 to get their children to school in the morning; the
discontinuation of ambulance services for cancer or dialysis patients; or the closure of accident
and emergency units in hospitals along the west coast of Ireland and other places. Consider
these cuts along with the magnitude of cuts in social welfare. Public representatives deal with
the fallout of this on a daily basis. However, it is those who have had cuts imposed on them
who must bear the heavy burden. Social welfare cuts totalling €800 million were imposed in
last year’s budget. In such circumstances, it does not make sense that the Government and
previous Administration paid out €1 billion in unguaranteed debt in Anglo Irish Bank.

Three weeks ago, I stated in the House that the first step the Minister must take is to act on
the issue of unsecured and unguaranteed senior bonds. His announcement in recent days that
he intends to seek burden sharing by unsecured and unguaranteed bondholders in Anglo Irish
Bank and Irish Nationwide Building Society was a small but welcome step. It is rare that I
welcome a Government decision when speaking to the cameras on the plinth. I did so, however,
on the day of the Minister’s statement because it was a welcome step. Since then, however, we
have since the unwinding of his statement, which seems to have been related to the Govern-
ment’s first 100 days in power. The Minister appears to have listened to the International
Monetary Fund on his visit to the United States given that the IMF was highly critical of the
previous Government for buckling on the issue of imposing burden sharing on bondholders in
Anglo Irish Bank. The fund seems to have got into the Minister’s ear because he had the guts
to announce that he planned to impose losses on holders of unsecured and unguaranteed bonds.
Within days, however, both he and the Taoiseach unpicked his statement and the Government
reverted to the position set out in the Fine Gael Party general election manifesto that burden
sharing would only take place with the consent of the European Central Bank. That position
is simply not good enough. The Government must take the necessary first step by telling our
European partners that it will move with or without their approval. While it is important to
seek their approval for burden sharing, we must also protect the interests of those who, as a
result of the huge burden the State is carrying, will not receive health and education services,
are having social welfare payments cut or are on low incomes which are covered by the joint
labour committees.

A further €13 billion of unguaranteed and unsecured bonds is held by the other four covered
institutions. The holders of these bonds must be included in burden sharing. I listened to the
Minister’s statement in the United States in which he referred to the justification for burning
bondholders in Anglo Irish Bank. The same justification applies to bondholders in the other
four institutions whose bonds were not covered by the State guarantee and are not backed by
securities. Despite this, the Irish taxpayer will pay money into the banks next month to cover
them. That position is not sustainable. It is socially provocative to act in this manner and the
move should not proceed on the watch of any Government. The full €16 billion of unguaran-
teed, unsecured bonds should be subject to rigorous burden sharing with a view to reducing
the liabilities of the State. This is not a case of getting at investors but of standing up for Irish
interests and trying to reduce the debt liability of the State. The investors in question invested
in banks in the hope of making a quick buck. Unfortunately for them, their investment did not
work out. There is no social, economic or ethical argument to support taxpayers footing the bill
for speculative debts. In addition to €16 billion of unguaranteed, unsecured debt, the covered
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institutions hold €20 billion of unguaranteed, secured bonds. These, too, should be subject to
burden sharing and the Bill should provide a legal framework for doing so.

We have heard much about the State guarantee, particularly from the Labour Party both in
opposition and government. The simple facts are that the State guarantee covers less than one
third of the bonds in the covered institutions. In other words, the State did not give its word,
whether correctly or incorrectly, that it would repay more than two thirds of the bonds in the
covered institutions. The Labour Party wants to go further than the guarantee because not only
does it propose to repay the €20 billion in guaranteed bonds but it also wants to throw into the
pot the additional €40 billion in unguaranteed bonds consisting of secured and unsecured bonds.
That approach must be abandoned. The guarantee is not crippling the State because it is still
possible to impose burden sharing on holders of unguaranteed senior bonds. The memorandum of
understanding does not include a condition specifying that the bonds be paid in full, nor do any
legal obstacles stand in the way of burden sharing. Two Government Ministers, Deputies Burton
and Varadkar, were among the most outspoken proponents of burden sharing while in opposition.
Now that they are in government, they should call for the introduction of burden sharing.

The single most valuable function of an effective special resolution regime would be to
provide the Government with the necessary tools to extract itself and the taxpayer from the
liabilities in question in a manner that protects ordinary citizens, taxpayers and depositors.
Unfortunately, it appears from both the text of the Bill and comments made by the Minister
and Taoiseach in recent days that the Government intends to honour almost all of the debts
of senior bondholders, irrespective of whether they are covered by the guarantee. I understand
the Government intends to introduce substantial amendments on Committee Stage and it is
possible that its amendments will address the issue of senior bondholders. Assuming, however,
that it is not the Government’s intention to address this important issue, I signal my intention
to table the necessary amendments to ensure that, notwithstanding the Government’s inten-
tions, future Administrations will at least have available to them the tools necessary to abandon
the disastrous policy of wasting tens of billions of taxpayers’ euro in honouring private senior
debts and bonds, including those not covered by the blanket guarantee. I say this in the know-
ledge that if the Government lasts its full course, it will have paid out all the bonds.

As is evident from recent events in Greece, there is an urgency about this issue which we
cannot underestimate. Our debt to GDP ratio has surpassed 100% and our contingent liabilities
have reached €193 billion, a staggering 125% of GDP. Increasingly, independent economists
share Sinn Féin’s view that the State will not be in a position to return to the markets in 2013
when the EU-IMF bailout funds run out. This scenario is all the more likely to materialise if
unemployment continues to increase, as it has done in recent weeks, and growth projections
are not realised. In such circumstances, Ireland will, in only a few years, be in exactly the same
position Greece finds itself in today as it seeks a second bailout. While none of us, regardless
of our political affiliations, wants such a scenario to materialise, it is likely, even if the Minister
for Finance is unable to agree because he must be careful of market sentiment.

The recovery plan agreed between the Government and its external partners, as they are
known, namely, the European Union and International Monetary Fund, is based on GNP
growth of 0.3% this year and 2% in 2012. The Central Statistics Office recently published
statistics for the first quarter of 2011 which show a decline in GNP of 4.3%. While questions
of accuracy arise with regard to quarterly GNP figures, we must be alarmed by the magnitude
of the difference between the Government’s annual projection of 0.6% GNP growth and a
quarterly decline of 4.3% recorded in the first three months of the year. In raising this issue I
am not engaging in scaremongering, an accusation previously levelled at me by the Minister,
but stating my belief that we must get our heads together and consider other scenarios because
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we are blindly walking towards an unstructured default. While other options and positions are
available, unfortunately the Government is not availing of them. The only way to avoid the
disastrous scenario of default is to reduce the level of debt and scale of liabilities bearing down
on the State and taxpayers.

Imposing losses on senior bondholders and exiting the blanket guarantee are prerequisites
for economic recovery. Unfortunately, if the Central Bank and Credit Institutions (Resolution)
(No. 2) Bill is anything to go by, the Government is not seriously considering either option.

Despite all the pre-election rhetoric about burning senior bondholders and seeking an exit
strategy from the blanket guarantee, it appears to be wedded to implementing the same failed
banking policies of its predecessors.

6 o’clock

I am also concerned about the provisions in the Bill relating to State funding for the credit
institutions resolution fund. The creation of such a fund is clearly necessary, and I support the
Bill’s intention to make it a legal requirement for the banks to contribute to that fund.

However, there is no reason that the taxpayer, having already put €46 billion into
the banks with the commitment of a further €24 billion, not to mention the money
sewn up in the National Asset Management Agency, NAMA, should even con-

template contributions to a resolution fund, the purpose of which is to pay creditors in the
event of a bank collapse. No blank cheques should be issued by this Government or Parliament
to such a fund in the future. The Minister acknowledged that we may recoup the money. It is
not the word “may” that should be in the legislation, but “shall”. There is no way that parlia-
mentarians should sign up for further blank cheques to this fund.

The Bill effectively gives the Minister for Finance a blank cheque for the use of taxpayers’
money for a fund whose costs are as yet unknown. We know only too well what happens when
blank cheques are issued and left in the hands of Ministers whose banking policy is not dictated
by the interests of the citizens or taxpayers of the State but by the interests of the ECB. Sinn
Féin will not be a party to the issuing of blank cheques by this Government. All such costs in
the future must be borne by the banks and their creditors in a manner consistent with protecting
the public interest.

In light of the scale of the economic crisis facing not just this State but the EU in general, I
will conclude by outlining the three key steps which Sinn Féin believes are necessary if a
resolution to our collective debt crisis is to be achieved. These steps are not exhaustive but I
believe they must be pursued by the Minister. First, we must secure a reduction in the level of
debt and exposure to liabilities by the State and its taxpayers. The Central Bank and Credit
Institutions (Resolution) (No. 2) Bill, if appropriately amended, could provide the Government
with a valuable tool in achieving this objective. However, it will also require the political will
to impose burden sharing on senior bondholders across all categories.

Second, we must change the terms of the debate on the interest rate reduction being sought
on the EU portion of the austerity programme. It is simply not acceptable for the European
Union to benefit financially from the loan extended to a partner member state which is in
economic difficulty. That is the basis on which we should be involved in this discussion. Based
on the current interest rate, our so-called partners in Europe are set to profit by approximately
€10 billion as a result of the 3% mark-up on the interest rate. They are some partners. They
will make a profit of €10 billion from the European portion of the loan to a country that is in
deep financial trouble and is bailing out European banks across Europe. The Minister must
stop politely begging for a 0.6% reduction in the interest rate on future borrowings but deal
with the real issue, which is why our partners in Europe are profiting from a misfortune which
they played a part in creating.
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Third, it is time for the Government to acknowledge the ECB’s contribution to Ireland’s and
Europe’s debt crisis through its failure to adequately regulate European inter-bank lending at
the height of the crisis. That is not an attempt to absolve Irish bankers or politicians for
domestic failures, but it is an important part of the overall picture. The ECB must also shoulder
its share of the burden and the Government must put negotiated loss sharing on the table with
the ECB. Our debt level has already reached an unsustainable level and we are heading towards
an unstructured default. If this is to be avoided, the Government must act to reduce the debt
burden on the taxpayer, end the punitive interest rate on the loan and seek loss sharing with
the ECB. Only then will our economy and society be freed of the debt burden imposed by the
Fianna Fáil Government and be in a position to start the process of investing in social and
economic recovery.

I look forward to teasing out the details of this Bill on Committee Stage. I hope we will have
the time required to do so.

Deputy John Halligan: I wish to share time with Deputies Mattie McGrath and Thomas
Pringle.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Joe O’Reilly): Is that agreed? Agreed.

Deputy John Halligan: There is little doubt that the public is outraged and angered by what
has been allowed to happen to the banking system in Ireland. The public is also fed up with
wealthy bankers who receive large salaries and bonuses from banks that would have failed if
the Government had not intervened. It is not before time for this legislation to be before the
House. My only regret, and many other people share it, is that legislation was not in place
before the disastrous demise of Ireland’s banking system.

While I accept that the Government is anxious to put the problems of the Irish banks to
rest, and I welcome in principle many elements of this Bill, it is imperative that it confronts
the reality of preventing the financial system from collapsing again, which is not the same as
repairing it. The previous speaker referred to bondholders. This has become a tricky subject
for both Fine Gael and the Labour Party, who made many sterling promises before the election
as to how they would deal with senior bondholders. This issue is fudged again in the Bill. Irish
people are saying that if we are in control of the banks, we can surely force the senior bond-
holders to bear the losses. An overwhelming number of people in this country want that to
happen. As they see it, senior bondholders gambled recklessly with our money and brought
the country to its knees, but are once again escaping the pain.

Everybody in this country, ranging from small business people to the person working in a
bank, has realised what has happened economically in Ireland over the last number of years
and all of them have educated themselves to the fact that we were robbed by the senior bond-
holders, who gambled our money away. They ask why these people are not being dealt with.
That is my single reservation about this Bill. Since the start of the financial crisis, Denmark is
the only European country that has imposed any losses on senior bondholders. To date, no
eurozone has imposed mandatory burden sharing on senior bondholders by way of legislation.
That is fundamentally wrong, particularly when one sees what ordinary people in this country
have had to pay as a result of the actions of the bondholders.

The Bill provides for the establishment of a resolution fund to minimise taxpayers’ exposure
to future financial sector difficulties. The fund will be funded by contributions from credit
institutions. The Bill appears to provide that should an institution not contribute to the fund,
it will be unable to carry on its business and will be guilty of an offence. That is fine, but bearing
in mind how financially crippled most of the institutions in the State are, I have reservations as
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to whether meaningful contributions to this fund are a realistic prospect at present or whether
taxpayers in future years might again have to pick up the tab. It is not very clear in the Bill.

The inclusion of the credit unions in the provisions of the Bill is timely given that their trade
body, the Irish League of Credit Unions or ILCU, which maintains a small stabilisation fund,
is reported to have made losses of €43.5 million last year, stemming from €48 million in guaran-
tees and commitments provided by its savings protection scheme to 13 credit unions and €5.5
million in investment losses. It appears that further losses are inevitable, based on this infor-
mation and the fact that at least one in five credit unions was unable to pay a dividend last
year. This must be further examined.

There are some slight signs of recovery in small businesses, and I have met business people
whose books have begun to fill. The only problem is that, once again, they cannot get money
or loans from the banks. All Deputies are hearing this. I do not know whether the banks have
lost the skill to lend money or are deliberately not lending it, but they are not doing so. If the
State can take such a sweeping approach as to take over banks, surely we can further compel
them to lend. They are taking in money to build up their reserves but not lending money so
that people can generate growth within the economy.

It is all very well for the State to look after the banks. Where does the Bill provide for the
State to look after the ordinary people who need funding from the banks? I do not see it.
Regardless of all the statistics we hear, the word among small business owners is that the two
so-called pillar banks, AIB and Bank of Ireland, are not meeting the borrowing needs of small
and medium enterprises. Struggling business cannot keep going if they cannot get money from
the banks.

The Irish Small and Medium Enterprises Association, ISME, claims that access to loans has
not improved since the Government extracted lending commitments from the Bank of Ireland
and AIB as a condition of rescuing those institutions with billions of euro of State capital. We
need to look at this comprehensively. It is all very well for the banks to tell us they are giving
out money. Every Deputy has spoken to people who are trying to set up a small business, keep
one going, recover or expand and who cannot get money from banks. The economy will go
nowhere if that does not happen.

I agree with much of the Bill. However, it does nothing to deal with the people who have
put us into this crisis. We have not compelled the banks to help get us out of the crisis by
lending money, which was hard-earned by taxpayers and which established the banks in the
first place, to keep businesses going. The focus of this legislation should not be on the needs
of the banks but on the need of the economy for credit.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: I am delighted to be able to speak on the Bill. It is timely, indeed
overdue. The purpose of the Bill is to make provision for an effective and expeditious resol-
ution regime for certain credit institutions at the least cost to the State, and goodness knows
we have had enough costs, to amend certain enactments and for related matters. This is a
wonderful aspiration and I welcome the fact that the Bill is being brought forward and that we
are discussing it here. However, it has many shortcomings.

Like previous speakers, I am concerned for Seán Citizen. Ordinary people, workers and
families are finding things so difficult. They are aghast at the stories they see reported in the
media and elsewhere about the huge mess the banks are in. The banks gave commitments to
the late Minister, Brian Lenihan, that were total untruths. Commitments were given but state-
ments had to be dragged out of representatives of the banks and we still do not know if we
have heard the complete details of the depth of the crisis, although I feel we may have done
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so. I do not blame the ordinary staff of the banks. They do a good job and work hard and have
suffered much vitriol in recent times from people whose savings were wiped out. We have
heard case after case of this. It is important that we have regulations to deal with this crisis
because it will, more than likely, happen again. This is not the first time.

People are aghast that no one has been brought to account. We see bonuses being paid out.
The late Minister, Brian Lenihan, tried to cap a senior banker’s salary at €500,000. He was told
he could not do so. The bank had to pay the increased salary under the table or find some
other way to pay it. That is disgraceful. I compliment the Taoiseach and his Ministers on
introducing a cap on public service salaries. Now that we have almost 100% control of banks
we should also introduce a cap on bank salaries. Deputy Ross referred earlier to a person who
is CEO of one company and on the board of others and is recommending cutting the wages of
ordinary people. He is robbing Peter to pay Paul, although he himself is Paul. This is unfortu-
nate and wrong.

We voted twice on the Lisbon treaty and twice for the Maastricht treaty. Those treaties
imposed strict guidelines on inter-bank lending. European banks were at least 50% responsible
for what happened in Ireland. There were two sides to the story. When Irish bankers ran out
of credit, customers went to European banks and got crazy limits. Now that we are in trouble
our so-called friends in Europe will not help us. With friends like those, who needs enemies?
They have left us high and dry.

I was not happy with the deal the previous Government made with the IMF. I made that
clear at the time. The current Government has adopted the same policy. However, the IMF,
at least, gave us a reasonable interest rate. Our European friends are making a healthy profit
from us. The figure of €10 billion has been quoted as the amount European banks will make
over the course of our repayments, if we ever repay. This debt must be postponed or extended.
We do not know what will happen in Greece today. If we do not postpone the repayments we
could face an unstructured default, which would be worse. The European banks should be
made take their share of the pain. Burden sharing must be imposed.

The Taoiseach and the Tánaiste made elaborate and flamboyant promises. The people did
not really believe them, but they created expectations. Deputy Gilmore said it must be Labour’s
way not Frankfurt’s way. What happened to those idle promises? People have been badly let
down. There is a seething anger in people who see what is going on. They see us trying to pay
this debt when we do not have the money to run our hospitals, maintain our school transport
service, keep small rural schools open and functioning or do so many things. Our borrowing is
now at 125% of gross national product.

One can find commentators to give any kind of prediction. I welcome Deputy Mathews, who
has come into the House, and compliment him on his honesty in all debates. He has a know-
ledge of banking and much experience.

Promises were made but we have seen total U-turns. I am disappointed in the Taoiseach,
who said ever penny would be paid back and senior bondholders would not be touched. He
then went to America and met the IMF where he had a rush of blood to the head and said he
would consider renegotiation. Of course, our friends in the troika said that was not possible.
They said the Taoiseach would have to do what they asked. The west wind in Mayo could not
blow pipe-dreams ashore. The Taoiseach was put back in his box very quickly. We must stand
up for the ordinary workers and families. They cannot take any more of this.

The bankers’ bonus culture prevails. Not one person has been brought before the courts.
Last year, the Garda Commissioner said he expected charges to be brought last November. He
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then retired and went off into the sunset with his pension and there has been no sign of charges.
How could the prosecution process take such a long time?

We hear various predictions, and they are all worrying. We must impose burden sharing on
speculators, although we need speculators and investors. They themselves are amazed at how
they have got away things. Members of the Government, when in opposition, made all kinds
of threats but they have simply moved seats in the Chamber and adopted the same policies.
The senior bondholders are gamblers who hoped to make a killing and they made killings for
a number of years. They have had a bad harvest this year but, unlike them, ordinary people
are reaping the ruin. They are speculators and gamblers; that is the nature of their business.
They must be held accountable and made to pay because ordinary men, women and children
cannot be forced to do so.

I am delighted credit unions are covered by the Bill because worrying stories have emerged
about a number of them. We all know that, but for them, many people would not be able to
do anything. The Minister for Finance has been encouraging people to spend, including in a
radio interview on Sunday. While I welcome the initiatives to attract tourists, including the
reduction in VAT from next Friday, people still cannot access funds. The banks do not have a
cent and so-called pillar banks are telling us untruths. I compliment Bank of Ireland on the
week-long business banking promotion it has run in recent years. Its officials bring in small
business owners to try to help them. However, many of the business people have worked hard
to earn overdrafts, which have been cancelled overnight. They are called in to renegotiate their
overdraft and by the time they leave the branch, their overdraft has been terminated and they
have been forced to take a term loan. The banks are then writing up these loans, which have
been forced on business people, as new lending as if they had taken an application over the
counter for them, which is a total distortion of the facts. This could not be further from the
truth. Banks are not lending money.

I heard a woman talking the other day about being unable to purchase a house because of
NAMA. Many people are selling houses. I spoke to an auctioneer recently who said that even
though many potential house purchasers have secure jobs, they cannot secure loans. Until that
happens, ordinary people will be unable to spend like they have been asked to do by the
Minister for Finance. One cannot spend what one does not have. That is what happened us.
We spent what we did not have wildly, crazily and flamboyantly and now ordinary people, not
speculators and investors, are paying the price.

Amendments to the legislation are badly needed because there are gaping holes in it. The
greatest gaping hole is people cannot understand that senior bondholders are not even being
singed, never mind burned.

Deputy Thomas Pringle: I welcome the opportunity to contribute. A resolution procedure
for financial institutions should always have been an important part of the armoury of the
Central Bank and the Government for dealing with financial institutions, even if was never
needed. It is amazing that such a procedure was never put in place, particularly given that a
number of institutions crashed in the 1980s. It has taken the banking crisis of the past three
years and the intervention of the IMF and the ECB to ensure a resolution procedure will be
put in place.

I welcome the provisions in the Bill to ensure the State will have mechanisms available to
take over the operation of failing institutions. In 2009 the IMF stated that “...keeping afloat
failed banks and making good their losses is unjustifiable, because it ultimately transfers com-
mercial losses to the taxpayer, validates poor bank management...”. Given this comment, it is
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amazing that the IMF proceeded in 2010 to force a bailout agreement on the Irish people,
which puts all the bank losses on the taxpayer and places us under a huge burden to repay the
losses of the banking system that have come to light over the past few years. These losses are
not the responsibility of the people or the Government and they should not be taken on by
the people or the Government acting on their behalf.

Opposition Deputies have constantly stated there is a need for burden sharing and for bond-
holders to carry their losses. They were speculators who invested in these businesses, which
failed, and they should take their losses. That is the correct and mature way to deal with
financial institutions. We have constantly said that we need to default on these loans, burden
share and burn the bondholders. I am glad the Government has taken this on board to some
extent in regard to unsecured bondholders in AIB by moving to force burden sharing on them.
That demonstrates the arguments we made were appropriate and sensible and the Government
has acted on them. The ratings agencies have registered this as a default incident and, therefore,
the State has started to default on the bondholders. The Government should work harder in
this regard and move up the value chain to force burden sharing on bondholders to comply
with the IMF statement not to ultimately transfer commercial losses to the taxpayer.

The taxpayer is carrying the losses of all the banks and bonds are being paid. Senior bond-
holders will be repaid in the coming days, weeks and months by the Government with tax-
payers’ money borrowed at exorbitant interest rates from the very people who said we should
not put these losses on the taxpayer. However, that is what the Government will continue to do.

Other Members have referred to cutbacks throughout the economy and, in particular, in the
education sector in recent days. School children will not have transport next September and
some who are badly in need of them will not have SNAs. I received a call from a Montessori
school in County Donegal earlier. An autistic child will be sent to the school next September
but the school has been refused an SNA. That is an example of the impact of this crazy policy
the Government is pursuing in ensuring all senior bondholders get paid. Everybody who
gambled and put money into the banks will get paid while school children will lose out on
SNAs and transport, social welfare rates will be slashed in the budget and the low paid will be
forced to carry the burden. The Government needs to continue with the burden sharing it has
engaged in with AIB’s unsubordinated debt holders and move up the value chain because that
will resolve our problems within the State.

I commend the Oireachtas Library and Research Service on its comprehensive digest, which
provides a great deal of information on the legislation. There were discussions in 2008 within
the Department of Finance and Central Bank about introducing a resolution Bill but it was
shelved because officials were afraid it would spook the markets. However, they were spooked
at that stage and money was flowing out of Anglo Irish Bank in particular. This led to the crisis
and the crazy guarantee in September 2008.

The Bill provides for four conditions that need to be satisfied before the Central Bank can
intervene to force a resolution on an institution. Two of the conditions are subjective and the
regulator and the Central Bank can decide whether they have been met. They should be tight-
ened up and the subjectivity removed. The reports into the banking crisis have highlighted that
the regulator, the Central Bank and the Department of Finance failed to see what was coming
down the tracks and they did not act. If too much subjectivity attaches to the conditions pro-
vided for in the Bill, the groundwork will be laid for further failures down the road. We must
ensure that the conditions in the Bill are clear and if they are not met, a reaction is triggered
quickly without subjectivity. Otherwise, the banks could bring undue pressure to bear. If we
get to the situation again where we have a weak regulator or Central Bank, or a Department
of Finance that is not capable of dealing with the situation, then the financial institutions can
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place undue pressure on them and delay their reactions to the conditions that are developing
in those institutions. This could have catastrophic effects if they do not react quickly enough
and implement the measures needed to ensure the wind up of these institutions, or at least
have them taken under control, so that losses can be mitigated.

I look forward to seeing ministerial amendments on Committee Stage, and to teasing out
this Bill in greater detail.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: I am delighted to have an opportunity to speak on this important
Bill, the need for which has become patently and painfully obvious over the past few years. It
was brought about after the tragic events we have seen in banking over the past few years,
which include the colossal losses to the country, to individuals and the fall in the perception of
Ireland as a modern economy throughout the European Union and further afield. It is appalling
that we should find ourselves at this juncture due to the failure of certain institutions charged
with responsibility for doing a job which they obviously did not take too seriously. This hap-
pened in spite of the fact that it was clearly laid down for them that in order to pursue good
banking practice, it was necessary to have certain regulations in place.

When the DIRT inquiry concluded in 1999 or 2000, certain regulations were put in place in
respect of the responsibilities of financial institutions. These included how to go about their
business, how to be accountable, how to regulate their business, how to ensure good fiduciary
practice, and how they were supposed to have regular audits by independent auditors who
were not supposed to have carried out audits in the previous seven years. They were charged
with the responsibility to ensure that good governance was seen to be put into operation and
to be working. None of that happened. Unfortunately, what happened and what slowly
unfolded on an unwitting public was the total collapse of the system that was put in place.
Every single precept put in place was ignored.

Who is to blame? Everybody looks for somebody to blame nowadays. I do not know who is
to blame, but I do know that responsibilities were thrust upon three different sectors. I will not
go into detail on them right now, but if they all did the job they were charged with at that time,
there would be no necessity to bring this Bill before the House all these years later. The
situation in which this country finds itself, something that unfolded over the past three or four
years, was easily visible to the ordinary man and woman in the street. They were all talking
about it. They were seeing that things could not last. Where were we going? When would the
bubble burst? When would the steam escape from the system? Unfortunately, a number of
people charged with responsibility in various institutions did not live up to expectations. They
did not live up to their responsibilities. I do not know what distracted them, but they were
distracted and the result has been a catastrophe for the country, the economy and the people.

The people of this country now have to carry the responsibility of repaying the debt that
arises from the madness that was pursued over a number of years. Legislation was put in place
to ensure that this madness did not happen. We put a regulatory authority and a Governor of
the Central Bank in place. These things are not rocket science; they are simple. Any traditional
banker could explain to any of us what should have been done at particular times over the past
few years, and asked the question why it was not done and what should happen afterwards.

I am concerned with the latter part of that. What should happen afterwards? What dis-
ciplinary action should take place? Should we just pass it off as if nothing happened, or should
those who did not do their job be forced to take responsibility for their actions? They did not
do their job. Why did the people charged with responsibility not raise the red flag? Why did
they not arrest the downhill speed of the economy at the time? Their function was not to call
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each other up and say “How are you going there?” That is not the job of a regulator or a
Governor of the Central Bank. That is not the job of a member of any institution charged with
the responsibilities of banking and its wider implications for the economy.

What is likely to happen now? Will we just walk away? This is a small country and there are
those who say that no law was broken. Laws were broken and that is a fact. Company law was
broken. We went through the companies Bill for 18 months with a fine tooth comb to ensure that
everything was in place, that people could be held accountable for their actions, and that they did
their job in accordance with the legislation as laid down. I do not know what happened along the
way. I do not know why we suddenly came to a situation where irresponsibility was to take over.

The only conclusion we can make is that the pickings were so good and the aspirations so high,
it was deemed that it could go on forever. There would be no change and nothing would ever stop
that mad rush to the top of the mountain, or the bottom of the pit, as the case may be. Nobody
seemed to know where they were going. These people were charged with specific responsibilities
that they did not honour. There is no use in avoiding that fact. Everybody knew their responsibil-
ities and what they were supposed to do at different times over the past eight to ten years, when
the indications were there to the effect that the economy was not going in the right direction, that
the financial institutions were not lending wisely, that people were not borrowing wisely and that
the sums of money were far out of reach in this economy and likely to lead us into a very serious
situation. Why did those particular safeguards not kick in? I do not know, but I would like to
know. As we do not know and as we move on and legislate for this kind of eventuality, I believe
that we could arrive at a similar situation in the future. That would be a woeful catastrophe.

I welcome this Bill. I am so sad that I was in this House during the period that the necessity for
this Bill became patently obvious, but it would never make any difference if the people charged
with that responsibility did not live up to their task. The same applies again. If the people given
the responsibility for doing specific jobs do not do so after this, then nothing will have been
achieved and we will be back to square one. The laissez-faire attitude that prevailed in recent years
will continue. What will happens if those charged with those responsibilities in the relevant insti-
tutions do not fulfil their duties in future? Will they run off to another jurisdiction? Will they speak
to us from abroad or write in the newspapers, telling us they did nothing wrong and broke no law?
Will we, as legislators, be left with the responsibility of conveying that message to the Irish people?
That would be a sad situation.

This is not a criticism of the legislation before us or the previous legislation, wherein provision
was made to ensure that the things that happened would not happen and if they were visible, they
would be visible to those with responsibility long before becoming a serious threat to the economy.
We have learned a harsh lesson and I hope those now charged with the new responsibilities will
observe to the letter and the spirit the legislation as set down and will do their jobs without fear
or favour or hindrance. If they do not, we will back where we started.

What were the European lending institutions, which had responsibility in respect of borrowing
and lending and good practice, doing? Who reported to them? If they were given information,
what action did they take and did they take it in time? I am not sure. I remember in this House
as far back as 2002 people asking questions about where we were heading. Anyone who asked
such stupid questions was told to sit down and shut up because he did not know what he was
talking about. Some European institutions, such as the Commission, raised questions but we had
in place banking institutions throughout Europe with particular regulations for the eurozone. There
were departures from the guidelines that were laid down, however, with many countries to a greater
or lesser extent sidestepping the Growth and Stability Pact guidelines because it suited them and
they benefited from that. That it happened should have warned the institutions that something was
happening that was not provided for and, as a result, it could lead to serious difficulties later on.
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That was exactly what happened and everyone all of a sudden knew the fat was in the fire, the
whole thing was imploding and we should have seen it beforehand.

There is a lesson to be learned for the European institutions, that regulations are fine when they
are drawn up provided they are observed. When too much freedom is given, and too much of a
carnival attitude is allowed to prevail, it may work for a while, but it must be remembered that
when it began to collapse, the system fragmented overnight.

I would not allow this occasion to pass without directing criticism at those European institutions
which should have known what was going to happen and should have kept a stricter eye on what
was happening in this and other European countries. There will always be those who say we are
all the same, that everyone is doing it. I do not believe in that maxim; I believe smaller, open
economies find themselves much more vulnerable than the bigger countries with bigger economies
and consumer bases.

Have those European institutions decided how the European financial structures will operate in
future? Recently we have seen people speaking out on the issue but I am not sure the European
treaties we passed, particularly the Lisbon treaty, gave carte blanche to everyone in the European
Union to speak out. It was specifically laid down that only certain people in the Commission and
the Council of Ministers would have the influence to speak on behalf of the EU and its institutions.
It grieved me greatly to see on a number of occasions people being choreographed at European
level to give an opinion that any assistance sought by this country would not be considered because
it was in violation of certain other regulations. If those regulations had been applied properly in
the first place, we would not be where we are now.

There is a lesson to be learned from this. Responsibility falls to everyone, particularly in banking.
Those of us who have been around for a while have been through a number of recessions. Some-
times I feel my whole life has been one long recession because there was never any abundance of
funds at any time. In the 1920s and 1930s there was an international crash, and the same happened
in the 1840s. Those experiences gave rise to regulations that led to good banking practice. Simple
guidelines were laid down for lending and borrowing and these were tried and tested over the
years. They were proven by the test of time but they were not quick enough for the modern expert,
who with the advance of IT saw a need to make profit more quickly. Sadly, we now find ourselves
at a juncture that is a lesson for all such people in future.

I wish this legislation well and I hope it works. I hope the people on whom responsibility will
fall as a result of the passage of this legislation will do their job in a forthright fashion without fear
or favour, and if they do not do their job they will have to pay a price because we cannot have a
repeat performance of what we have currently.

Deputy Sean Fleming: I welcome the opportunity of speaking on the Central Bank and Credit
Institutions (Resolution) (No. 2) Bill 2011. The publication of this Bill is a commitment under the
EU-IMF deal. The Bill provides the Central Bank with additional powers to achieve an effective
resolution regime for credit institutions that are failing or are likely to fail, with the objective of
protecting the Exchequer and the stability of the financial system of the economy.

It is important that we have such an item of legislation because for too long people were not
facing up to the issue of financial institutions failing. It has taken us a number of years to come
around to the realisation that because an institution is a financial institution it is not a sacred cow
and no commercial organisation should be too big to fail in any country or here in Ireland. People
have been afraid to deal with the concept of a big failure and rather than deal with the con-
sequences of a big failure we put the issue on the long finger and put guarantees and protection
around them through the arm of the State in the hope that in due course they would not ultimately
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fail but as we know some of them were failed institutions at the time they got various guarantees.
Most people accept that the Government did not know they were failed institutions at that time
and it is a moot point as to whether the people who were running those organisations, the directors,
knew they were dealing with insolvency rather than liquidity issues. That is something we will have
to get to the bottom of ultimately because if they were insolvent, and the directors and senior
executives had a fiduciary duty to know the state of the organisation of which they were directors,
they would be guilty of fraudulent trading as they were continuing to run a business that was
insolvent, take on commitments and take people’s money when they knew they were insolvent. If
they did not know, they should have known. That is an issue about which people feel very cross.
People ask about the law they broke and say they might have made a misjudgment but in most
organisations that principle would come into it. At best they are guilty of reckless trading and most
people would say at this stage that in view of the scale of the difficulties that have emerged, what
happened was far worse than reckless trading. In my opinion it was fraudulent trading.

The legislation before the House is an update on previous legislation passed here before
Christmas last year. The Minister, Deputy Noonan, said that the Bill seeks to ensure that the
Central Bank is empowered to promptly and effectively resolve distressed institutions when, for
example, they pose a risk to financial stability. The Bill proposes a permanent special resolution
regime for the credit institutions whose key tools are listed as a transfer order, a special manage-
ment order allowing for the establishment of a bridge-bank, a modified liquidation process, and
the development of recovery and resolution plans. That will lead on to what I consider to be
possibly one of the fundamental structural weaknesses in this legislation which I will deal with off
and on as I make my contribution. Notwithstanding that particular criticism, we support the Bill
because it is necessary that we have a system in place, and other countries are developing resolution
mechanisms to deal with banks and financial institutions in danger of failing.

The principal problem I have with this measure is that we are giving too much authority to the
Central Bank. Previously, the Central Bank and the Financial Regulator had a great deal of auth-
ority but they are only two individual institutions. In the past those individual institutions, and we
are all on record in this regard, were not doing their job. They were asleep at the wheel, so to
speak. We will not revisit that now but what I am most concerned about is that in a few years from
now, and we have been in the eye of the storm for the past two years, when hopefully the economy
picks up and the emphasis moves off this area, how competent will the people who have yet to be
employed in those key posts be in their jobs? They will have enormous powers and will be one
arm removed from the Government but the Government will not have sufficient control over them.
Can we be guaranteed that these people will be able to do their job into the future? That is not a
criticism of the current incumbents but there is no guarantee that future incumbents in those posts
will always act as scrupulously and as diligently as the current incumbents are doing.

That leads me to my basic criticism of this legislation and all similar legislation we have passed
in this House. I have said here previously that we must look at the big picture. This is a European
wide and international problem. People are saying we are helping to bail out Europe. This is a
European issue and the time has come to consider whether each of the 27 countries in the EU
should have their own domestic central bank. We have a European Central Bank. We will be in a
situation here where all the key banking and financial institutions will be completely controlled by
the State. Bank of Ireland will probably be the only bank not substantially controlled by the State
and the question arises of Ireland having a Central Bank to manage what are non-commercial
semi-State bodies, as I would call the banks that are operating in the country with the benefit of
the Irish taxpayer. They could not be called commercial institutions; they are non-commercial
because of the financial support they must get.
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Part of the problem is that the banks, and I refer to Anglo Irish Bank and AIB in their heyday,
were too big to be managed and regulated by the Irish Central Bank. They were based in one
office. I am certain that part of the problem was that they were almost in awe of the success of the
big banks. Their profits were going up year in, year out. Their business and lending was increasing.
They were sending in the reports but the reports were being put on shelves and they did not dare
question them. I believe they were intimidated by them. That can happen in other European
countries. Having 27 small central banks across the EU is not a good recipe for the future.

That goes back to a point I made here previously. There are 17 countries in the eurozone but
when we set up the euro that was what I would call the front of house part of the overall regime
where people had the currency in their pockets for dealing with day to day basis but we print notes
and mint the coins in the 27 countries. We have one common currency but we do not have one
central bank with sufficient control at European level. We need a bank with the financial power,
size and scale of the European Central Bank to be able to regulate banks operating in the various
countries throughout the EU. Ultimately, the European Central Bank calls most of the shots in
these areas but it is only a bank of that scale that has the authority and the power and that will not
be intimidated, side-tracked or put off course the way a local central bank would be, as happened in
the past, which is one of the reasons we are here today.

It might be an unusual call to give more powers at European level but I and most Irish people
have lost confidence in the Irish Central Bank and the Irish financial regulatory system. We have
some new people in place but there is more to dealing with the problem than that. We are building
up an armoury of legislation.

What we are doing in this Bill is essential but it is only a sticking plaster in that we are only
dealing with the small problem before us. How will this measure operate if the Central Bank
wanted to move on one of the State controlled banks?

Debate adjourned.

Private Members’ Business

An Bille um an Naoú Leasú is Fiche ar an mBunreacht (Uimh. 3) 2011: An Dara Céim

Twenty-Ninth Amendment of the Constitution (No. 3) Bill 2011: Second Stage

Deputy Charlie McConalogue: Tairgim: “Go léifear an Bille an Dara hUair anois.”

I move: “That the Bill be now read a Second Time.”

I wish to share time. I will take 20 minutes and each of my colleagues will have ten minutes.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Joe O’Reilly): Is that agreed? Agreed.

Deputy Charlie McConalogue: This is a Bill to amend the Constitution to insert a new Article
42(A) which would make provision in the Constitution for any Irish child to have the oppor-
tunity of adoption in cases where it is appropriate and in the child’s best interests.

I extend my best wishes to the new Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Deputy Frances
Fitzgerald, and congratulate her on her appointment as Minister. It is a great honour and
privilege to assume the office of Minister and to carry executive responsibility on behalf of the
public in a ministerial capacity. I wish her success in her new role.

I commend the Government on promoting the ministry to a full Cabinet position. That is a
positive development and builds on progress in recent years. I hope it will lead to priority,
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protection and services for the country’s children to assure they get the best possible start in
life, as befitting the capacity of our Republic.

For a number of years Fianna Fáil has advocated a constitutional amendment on the rights
of the child. The two adoption provisions being presented in the Bill were first included in the
Twenty-Eighth Amendment to the Constitution Bill 2007 which was introduced by our late
colleague, former deputy leader of the party, and Minister, Brian Lenihan. I pay tribute to
his Trojan work and pioneering efforts in promoting the enshrinement of children’s rights in
the Constitution.

The strong position accorded to the family in the Constitution, in conjunction with the fact
there is no provision in the Constitution for children to be adopted has resulted in thousands
of children spending their entire childhood years in foster care without the right to be adopted
by their new family. The purpose of the Twenty-Ninth Amendment of the Constitution (No.
3) Bill is to ensure that the best interests of a child should be the primary consideration to be
weighed against the rights of marital parents and the provisions of Article 42.5, thus allowing
some children the opportunity of a stable and secure family life which is currently not available
to them.

The amendment forms part of the new Article 42(A). The Bill states that:

— Provision may be made by law for the adoption of a child where the parents have
failed for such a period of time as may be prescribed by law in their responsibility
towards the child, and where the best interests of the child so require.

— Provision may be made by law for the voluntary placement for adoption, and the
adoption, of any child.

Adoption is currently dealt with by law, and is not referred to in the Constitution. The 1952
Act was intended to deal with the adoption of children born outside marriage. However, over
the years a number of situations emerged where it could be in the best interests of children of
marriage to be adopted. Examples of these situations include children, one of whose natural
parents has died, and the other parent marries again. The new parent has no rights in terms of
giving agreement to treatment in illness, signing a passport or other applications, or signing
forms of a day-to-day nature, for example, for school purposes. Another category relates to
children who have been in long-term foster care. Some children go into foster care at a very
young age and grow up as part of their foster family, in some cases using the name of the foster
family. There is no possibility of their return to the birth family, but they cannot become a
legal part of their new family. Another category relates to where parents have failed to care
for a child and they have been in the care of the State for a substantial period. A further
category relates to children whose parent has a long-term illness or disability where the parent
wishes the child to be placed for adoption. An additional category concerns children who have
been placed for adoption but whose parents subsequently marry.

In view of the above types of case, the Adoption Act 1988, provided for the adoption of
children including children of marriage. However, the Bill was referred to the Supreme Court
by the President, in light of the place of the marital family in the Constitution. The Supreme
Court found that the Bill was constitutional but set out very limited circumstances in which
children of marriage could be adopted, including that it must be proved that the failure of
duty by marital parents is likely to extend until the child is 18 and must amount to complete
abandonment. Minimal contact from parents has been interpreted as showing that this has not
taken place which makes it almost impossible for a child with married parents to be adopted.
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The amendment to the Constitution would empower the Oireachtas to introduce legislation
to allow for the adoption of children in long-term care if it is in their best interests. Before a
referendum is put to the people a White Paper or legislation will be required. The Department
must outline what exactly will be introduced should the referendum pass. It will be necessary
to set out what the exact requirements will be and what threshold will have to be met before
it is possible for a child in foster care to be adopted. Currently, in Britain the waiting period is
one year, which is very short. Fianna Fáil suggests a period of five years before a child can go
for adoption after being placed into care. I urge the Minister to prepare a Bill to cater for the
possibility of adoption for children in care between now and the presidential election in
October or November. There is adequate time for that to happen because this is the first of the
referenda Bills which the Government plans to present to the electorate during the presidential
election. By taking the Bill now there will be time for the Minister to bring forward a White
Paper or legislation on the issue. Preparatory work was done by the previous Minister for
children, former Deputy Barry Andrews. I have no doubt the Minister will be able to progress
the issue.

The Bill affirms the right of all children to be adopted regardless of the marital status of
their parents but, most importantly, it does so without interfering with the primacy of the family
under the Constitution. At present, there are more than 6,000 children in care, 5,500 of whom
are in foster care, which is approximately 90%, and one third of those children are in long-
term foster care. In some cases, children are taken into care at birth and raised by foster parents
and may only have sporadic contact with their parents. The possibility of adoption would
represent a chance for a stable and secure family life, which is something every child deserves.

As the Chief Justice, Mr John Murray, outlined in his introduction to “Child Law — 2nd
Edition” by Geoffrey Shannon, “Adoption into a family, where circumstances so warrant, has
always been considered superior to other options such as care in State institutions”. The fact
that one third of children in foster care are in long-term care is way out of kilter with the
situation in other countries. That statistic indicates the problem that exists for children moving
from foster care into adoptive care. Given the high threshold that is required to be met in
order for an adoption to proceed, children are opting to seek adoption when they are 17 years
of age, just short of their 18th birthday, in order to get the rights afforded to them by adoption.
The reason there are so many cases in that category is because it is nearly impossible for them
to meet the criteria any younger than that.

This referendum Bill is very much needed. The reason we are taking the step of introducing
a referendum Bill is in part due to the U-turn by the new Government on its commitment to
run the proposed children’s rights referendum at the same time as the presidential election. As
recently as early February, just three weeks before election day, the new Taoiseach, Deputy
Enda Kenny, promised to hold the children’s rights referendum on the same day as the presi-
dential election. However, he and the new Minister, Deputy Frances Fitzgerald, have now
abandoned this promise, saying there will be no referendum until some time next year. The
Government’s position is that it now wishes to spend further time examining the wording for
a referendum on children.

Fianna Fáil has supported, and continues to support, the need for a wider referendum to
enshrine children’s rights in the Constitution. However, the Government’s delaying on this and
its breach of election promises is not acceptable. Measures to improve the rights of children
are not a political football that can be bounced in order to win votes during an election cam-
paign only to be dropped as soon as a party gains power.
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This referendum Bill deals only with the adoption aspects of the proposed children’s rights
referendum, on which there is widespread consensus. It is our position that hundreds of children
cannot be asked to continue in foster care without the right to be adopted into families that
are ready, willing and anxious to provide them with the loving and supportive environment
they deserve. It is simply not acceptable that those children and families who are waiting for
this change are forced to wait another year or longer because the Government has backed
away from its election pledge. Both the new Taoiseach and the Minister, Deputy Frances
Fitzgerald, have said that the children’s referendum is a complex matter. Of that there is little
doubt. One needs only to think about the abortion referendums of the early 1980s to see the
problems that arise when amendments to the Constitution are not fully thought through and
are poorly worded. All of this shows that the position of Fine Gael and the Labour Party in
Opposition was purely political. On the very day that the Joint Committee on the Consti-
tutional Amendment on Children issued its third and final report, the current Minister for
Justice and Equality, Deputy Shatter, demanded that the then Government name a date for
the referendum. This was before the Cabinet had even received a copy of the report, let alone
had time to consider the proposed wording.

Since taking office, the current Taoiseach and Minister have placed great store in the advice
of the Attorney General, as they are duty-bound to do. To do otherwise would be highly
irresponsible. However, practically every day on the Order of Business in the last Dáil, the
current Taoiseach and Tánaiste berated the last Government for its failure to name a date for
the referendum. Little credence was given to replies that the Attorney General had to consider
the wording, as did the various Departments. According to the current Taoiseach, Tánaiste and
Minister for Justice and Equality, there was across-the-board political consensus on the wording
proposed by the joint committee, and hence no need to consult with anyone; all that needed
to be done was to name a date for a referendum. It was stated that every day the Government
procrastinated, the children of the country were being denied their inalienable rights.

The former Government took the steps necessary to ensure that the wording to be put to
the people would not give rise to consequences that were not envisaged by the joint committee.
Various concerns were identified, such as the prospect of impinging on immigration policy and
the issue of legal representation in administrative proceedings concerning children. Although
I was not a member of the joint committee, I do not believe it was its intent to introduce a
range of socio-economic rights into the Constitution.

The wording approved by the last Government was shared with Fine Gael, the Labour Party
and Sinn Féin as well as the Ombudsman for Children and NGOs dealing with children. The
former Minister of State with responsibility for children and youth affairs, Barry Andrews,
proposed to hold the referendum on the day of the general election. As we know, the general
election was called sooner than anticipated and that jettisoned any prospect of holding the
referendum on the same day. Many inside and some outside the House suggested that the
original timeframe was too tight and that the ideal time to hold the referendum was on the day
of the presidential election. Little did anyone expect that the issue would be pushed out to
2012, at the earliest, by the new Government.

The new Minister said only last Thursday that she wishes to revert to the wording proposed
by the joint committee. Although she has all the legal advice from the last Attorney General
at her disposal, she wishes to discount it. I ask whether she has yet sought a view from the new
Attorney General as to whether she concurs with her predecessor. Has she expressed any view
on the matter? The House is entitled to know where it stands, well after the Government’s
first 100 days in office. Although I think it highly unlikely, should the Attorney General express
the view that the wording proposed by the joint committee should be contained in a new
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referendum Bill, we as a party would be willing to consider such a proposal. The consensus
built in the joint committee was hard-won and should not be dispensed with lightly. However,
I cannot but think that the wording that is eventually proposed some time next year, to use
the Minister’s own words, will not greatly differ from the proposal that was put on the table
by the then Minister of State last January.

It is the Government’s right and prerogative to review all versions of the wording. I would
expect nothing else. However, we are entitled to ask about the timeline and the process by
which the Minister will examine the wording. Does she propose to share any new thinking with
the Oireachtas?

Some may legitimately ask why we are proposing to put the adoption provisions contained
in all previous forms of the wording in a separate referendum. The answer is straightforward.
It is not fair to ask the thousand children who are currently in long-term foster care and do
not have the option of proceeding to adoption with a new family to wait. There is absolute
political consensus on the wording of the two adoption provisions. The matter took up rela-
tively little time in the joint committee and there has been no straying from the original wording
proposed by the late Brian Lenihan in 2007.

There is no doubt that the eventual children’s rights referendum will be hard-fought, and
despite cross-party agreement and support, there is no guarantee it will be passed by the people.
Should a proposal be put to the people only to be rejected, all of the Bill will fall, including
the adoption provisions. In that event, the children I have spoken about tonight, the children
in long-term foster care who cannot be adopted, and possibly the next generation of children in
care, will not be eligible for adoption. One thing is sure: if a children’s referendum is defeated, it
will be a long time before the matter will be revisited, regardless of the shape of future Govern-
ments. That is reason enough to seriously consider running this referendum on the same day
as the presidential election. This is a Bill that is much needed and it makes eminent sense to
run the referendum alongside the upcoming presidential election.

Fianna Fáil continues to support the need for a wider referendum to enshrine children’s
rights in the Constitution. We will work with the Minister and other parties on that. However,
the issue of adoption rights is not contentious and enjoys widespread support. My question to
the Government is this: why would we make a single child in need of a loving home wait
another year, if not more? This anomaly can be fixed now. Our Bill can be accepted tonight
without compromise of principle on anyone’s behalf.

Tonight, the Dáil can send a strong and clear message to these children and the families that
want to provide them with a supportive home. Some issues are too important to delay upon,
and this is one of them. I commend the Bill to the House.

Deputy John Browne: I commend my party colleague Deputy McConalogue on presenting
this Bill to the House, as it affords us the opportunity to highlight the importance of adoption
and the continuing need to make progress on the wider issue of children’s rights. Last year,
adoption was very much to the forefront in respect of the concerns of prospective parents
wishing to adopt from Vietnam. I had many discussions with the then Minister responsible,
Barry Andrews, because a significant number of families in Wexford were affected by the
suspension of inter-country adoptions from Vietnam. This Bill focuses primarily on Irish chil-
dren, many of whom are in long-term foster care. While the two avenues of adoption are
distinct, there are inherent linkages.

Ireland has one of the highest rates of inter-country adoption in Europe. With our troubled
history of sending children abroad for adoption in the 1950s and 1960s, it seems odd that
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prospective Irish adoptive parents now look to abroad to adopt. In many cases, they do so
because there are so few Irish children available for domestic adoption. This in itself is a good
development because Irish parents are now caring for their children rather than placing them
for adoption. In the past, the stigma attached to unwanted pregnancies meant that children
were born in secret and placed for adoption in very distressing circumstances. Only this week,
the HSE crisis pregnancy programme, formerly the Crisis Pregnancy Agency, claimed one third
of pregnancies were crisis pregnancies. Thankfully, few of these babies will end up being placed
for adoption.

There is a cohort of Irish children, however, who would be eligible for adoption in other
jurisdictions. Those are children in long-term foster care who, because of the legislative and
constitutional threshold, cannot enjoy the security of a second family. Due to the constitutional
position of the family, it is nigh impossible for children of married parents to be placed for
adoption, regardless of obvious failings in their duty of care for the child. At a Legal Aid Board
conference in Dublin last week, a leading expert in infant mental health, Mr. Robin Balbernie,
clinical head of infant mental health services in Britain, stated vulnerable children should be
taken into care in the first six months of life if the best outcome is to be achieved. Neglect of
infants rather than physical abuse, he claimed, was more likely to lead them to be dysfunctional
and violent adults. In Ireland, however, when these children are taken into care, they are
often denied the opportunity to be adopted. Instead, they may face a childhood of long-term
foster care.

Ireland is unique in this regard. In other jurisdictions, children do not spend years in long-
term foster care. In the UK, for example, children are eligible for adoption after they have
spent 12 months in care. Many believe this is too short a time. We suggest children should be
placed with a foster family for five years before they could be considered eligible for adoption.
A bizarre situation currently exists in which some children are only being placed for adoption
at the age of 17 or 17 and a half years. Children should not have to spend 17 years in care or
wait until six months before they reach 18 before an application for adoption is made. The
reason behind this is that both birth parents must fail in their duty to the child until the child
reaches the age of 18. For some, the only way this test can be passed is to make the application
on the verge of the 18th birthday. Some foster parents will adopt the child, even at this late
stage, to confer inheritance and other rights on the child. In some cases, it is so the child can
use the foster parents’ surname for the rest of their lives. This Bill provides that these children
can be adopted as children, not as young people on the verge of adulthood.

Fianna Fáil has brought forward this Private Members’ Bill to run a constitutional refer-
endum on adoption alongside the forthcoming presidential election. The Bill will allow for the
adoption of hundreds of children currently in long-term care and who cannot be adopted
because of rules arising from the current position of the family in the Constitution. Fianna Fáil
has taken the step of introducing this referendum Bill in response to the U-turn by the new
Government on its commitment to run the proposed children’s rights referendum alongside
the presidential election. Will the Minister indicate when the Government intends to have this
referendum? This Fianna Fáil Bill could be accepted by the Government without any compro-
mise of any party’s principles.

The Twenty-Ninth Amendment of the Constitution (No. 3) Bill 2011 deals with the adoption
of children in cases of parental failure and adoption of children of marriage. The purpose of
the amendment is to ensure the best interests of a child should be the primary consideration
to be weighed against the rights of marital parents and the provisions of Article 42.5, thus
allowing some children the opportunity of a stable and secure family life, currently not available
to them. It states:
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Provision may be made by law for the adoption of a child where the parents have failed
for such a period of time as may be prescribed by law in their responsibility towards the
child, and where the best interests of the child so require. Provision may also be made by
law for the voluntary placement for adoption, and the adoption, of any child.

Adoption is dealt with by law and not referred to in the Constitution. The 1952 Adoption Act
was intended to deal with adoption of children born outside marriage. Several situations have
emerged over the years where it could be in the best interests of children of marriage to be
adopted. This amendment to the Constitution will empower the Oireachtas to bring in legis-
lation to allow for the adoption of children in long-term care if it is in the child’s best interests.
It affirms the right of all children to be adopted regardless of the marital status of their parents.
Most importantly, it does so without interfering with the primacy of the family under the Con-
stitution.

As Deputy Charlie McConalogue pointed out earlier, more than 6,000 children are in care,
5,500 of whom are in foster care and one third in long-term foster care. In some cases, children
are taken into care at birth, raised by foster parents and may only have sporadic contact from
their parents. The possibility of adoption would represent a chance for a stable and secure
family life, something that every child deserves. The Chief Justice, Mr. Justice John Murray,
has stated, “Adoption into a family, where circumstances so warrant, has always been con-
sidered superior to other options such as care in State institutions.” This Bill has been brought
forward because the Government parties have reneged on the commitments made in Oppo-
sition to proceed immediately with a referendum on children’s rights if elected to office.

In January 2010 when negotiations with Vietnam on a new bilateral agreement were sus-
pended in light of various concerns raised by international reports, the then Opposition parties
called for a resumption of adoptions with Vietnam. It was always intended that adoptions
would resume with Vietnam once both countries had ratified the Hague Convention. Ireland
has done so by way of the Adoption Act 2010. Vietnam is expected to do so later this year.

A delegation from the Adoption Authority recently visited Vietnam and submitted a report
to the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Deputy Frances Fitzgerald, on progress being
made there. She, however, still has not briefed the House on the contents of that report,
although she outlined some of its facts on “Today with Pat Kenny” recently. Will she give a
more up-to-date outline of the report to the House?

I know several families in County Wexford who were hoping to adopt Vietnamese children
because they saw how successful other Vietnamese adoptions were. Many of these adopted
Vietnamese children have adapted well to their new homes in Wexford, even playing football
and hurling locally. They may even improve the quality of Wexford hurling in the future.
We must encourage the Vietnamese authorities to sign up to the Hague Convention as soon
as possible.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I accept this is a complicated matter when considered in the overall
issue of the children’s referendum. When introducing constitutional referenda, we must ensure
there are no unintended consequences. There was the famous case of the so-called abortion
referendum — the right to life referendum — which led to unforeseen consequences. There
was also a need for a follow-up referendum in respect of the Good Friday Agreement because
what appeared to be a quite normal and amiable form of words gave rise to unforeseen
difficulties.
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When we were in government, we considered the issue of children’s rights. Everyone wants
to vindicate those rights. We examined the wording put forward by the Joint Committee on
the Constitutional Amendment on Children. The then Attorney General, Mr. Paul Gallagher,
was concerned about the possible effects this wording might have and that it might give rise to
unintended consequences. This is a complicated matter and I am of the view that the Govern-
ment should take time to consider the wider children’s rights issue. If it is not disposed to
accept the wording drawn up by the previous Attorney General, and if it is determined to
adopt the original wording put forward, it should give careful consideration to whether the
difficulties Mr. Gallagher identified in respect of the latter wording might come to pass. We
should move forward in a steady manner and the matter to which I refer should be examined
carefully on a stand-alone basis.

The position with regard to adoption is clear. It is not for me to state that their lordships in
the Supreme Court got it wrong. When I read the Irish version of the Constitution, however,
I find it difficult to understand how they ever reached the conclusion that it is only in extremely
limited circumstances that the children of a marriage might be adopted. The Irish version of
the Constitution refers to “do chearta nádúrtha dochloíte an linbh”. In the English version this
is translated as “the natural and imprescriptible rights of the child”. Use of the term “dochloíte”
means that these are rights which cannot be taken away. In my humble opinion this indicates
that the child must always come first.

It is difficult to see how what is stated in the Constitution was perceived as being a vindication
of the institution of marriage, which is a broad and sweeping concept. The premise is that
marriage cannot be abolished and that the institution must be supported because of the nature
of its effect on society. When the great jump is then made to a position where if a child’s
welfare is placed against the institution of marriage — particularly in the context of the excep-
tional cases to which the Constitution refers — I cannot understand how the 1988 legislation
was ruled to be too generous in respect of this matter and that it was necessary to adopt a very
confined interpretation.

I have always believed the Constitution to be a document written not only for lawyers but
also for ordinary people. In other words, it is meant to be capable of being understood by the
latter. It is strange, therefore, that under the interpretation handed down by the Supreme Court
in respect of the Constitution — and regardless of how difficult or exceptional might be the
circumstances involved — it is practically impossible to adopt children from a marital situation.
I cannot understand how this can be reconciled with the “chearta nádúrtha dochloíte an linbh”
or “natural and imprescriptible rights of the child” to which the Constitution refers. My attitude
is that if this is the nature of the Supreme Court’s ruling, then so be it. However, I do not
believe that is what was envisioned by the ordinary people when they voted in favour of the
Constitution. The simple answer is, therefore, that we should put matters right. There is a good
argument to the effect that it should never have taken us this long to address this issue and
that it should now be dealt with forthwith.

Not incorporating all the changes to the Constitution in one article gives rise to certain
advantages. If, for example, arguments and difficulties arose in respect of the second proposed
wording, not all would be lost if a particular question were rejected by the people. In other
words, if one all-encompassing question were put in a referendum, there is a danger that every-
thing would be lost. It makes sense, therefore, to move forward with this non-contentious item
of legislation and put it before the people. I will be interested in hearing what the Minister has
to say but I believe that, on a stand-alone basis, she will probably find no fault with the Bill.

Given that a referendum commission must be established and that it is not possible to run a
referendum overnight — it is proper that there should be a good lead-in period to referenda
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— I ask the Government to reconsider whether it should accept the proposal contained in the
Bill. I have no doubt that there would be all-party agreement in that regard. The Government
could then return to tease out the more complex issues with which it is trying to deal. In light
of the fact that this is a complex matter, I have no doubt that if it engages in such a process
the Government will be presented with ample wordings and plenty of arguments from various
lawyers. In such circumstances, the Minister’s head will be “done in” as she tries to consider
whether every angle has been examined in the context of the consequences to which a change
to the Constitution might give rise.

The then Attorney General was of the opinion that the 1988 legislation was constitutional
but the Supreme Court adopted a different view. That shows how it is possible for unintended
consequences to arise. Even eminent lawyers can different on particular matters. In 1988 the
then Attorney General must have been satisfied that the relevant legislation was constitutional.

We tend to discuss undoing the past a great deal. To a certain extent we can try to ameliorate
the damage that was done but we cannot undo the past. On each occasion a debate on that
matter is begun, I always ask the question “What about the present?” We can do something
about what is happening today and what will happen tomorrow. We can cater for the interests
of children now rather than in 20 or 30 years asking why we did not take action in order to
give children in long-term foster care the type of stable homes they require. Is it not much
better to do something rather than in the future being asked why one did not act? It is good
to break large problems down into their constituent parts. If there is a part which might be
easily tackled and which is stand alone in nature, I cannot understand why we cannot just
proceed to tackle it. We could then tease out the more complex and difficult parts and take
action once consideration has been given to every eventuality.

The other issue relating to children should be dealt with. There is a massive debate taking
place about how far the Government might resile from the previous Attorney General’s pro-
posal to the proposal put forward by the joint committee, the point at which any wording
should be included in the Constitution, whether the rights to be granted should be justiciable,
etc. I am aware that, regardless of how quickly one might wish to proceed, careful consideration
is required in respect of this matter.

Ba mhaith liom moladh a thabhairt do mo chomhleacaí, an Teachta McConalogue, as ucht
an Bille seo a thabhairt os comhair an Tí. Tá súil agam go smaoineoidh an Rialtas ar seo thar
oíche agus go bhfeicfidh sé nach ceist pháirtí í ar chor ar bith. Is ceist í go bhféadfadh muid ar
fad a aontú agus a rá, sa bpolataíocht nua ar a bhfuil muid ar fad ag caint, go ndearna muid é
seo sa bhliain 2011 agus go ndearna muid an t-athrú seo chun feabhais gasúr óga na tíre seo.
Féadfaidh muid a rá go bhfuil muid ag déanamh saoil níos fearr agus níos foirfe dóibh agus go
bhfuil muid ag déanamh cinnte go bhfuil cearta dochlóite an ghasúir tugtha chun cinn againn
agus go bhfuil na cearta sin á chosaint againn agus go bhfuil brí dá thabhairt don Bhunreacht
a mbeidh chuile duine sa sochaí ar a shon. Mar sin, tá súil agam, nuair a dhéanfaidh an tAire
a macnamh ar an Bhille anocht, go bhfeicfidh sí nach bhfuil muid ag imirt polataíochta le seo
— cinnte, níl mise.

Táim ag impí ar an Aire glacadh leis an Bille mar is ar son ghasúr na tíre é. Ba cheart glacadh
leis agus dul ar aghaidh leis. Nuair a bheidh an tAire réidh leis an chuid eile den obair atá le
déanamh aici ar son páistí na tíre seo, ba cheart sin a dhéanamh in am tráth agus focail eile
agus leasaithe eile a chur os ár gcomhair le déileáil leis an obair sin. Ach idir an dá linn, ní
cheist chonspóideach í uchtú gasúr. Ní dóigh liom go bhfuil éinne in aghaidh gasúir a uchtú.
Mholfainn don Aire agus iarraim uirthi glacadh leis an leasú bunreachta seo.
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Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Molaim leasú Uimh. 1:

Go scriosfar na focail go léir i ndiaidh “Go” agus go gcuirfear an méid seo a leanas ina
n-ionad:

“ndéanann Dáil Éireann

— Tacú leis go bhfuil gá le leasú ar an mBunreacht maidir le leanaí a mbeidh bonn
leathan faoi agus, de réir an ghealltanais a tugadh i gclár Rialtais 2011, go mbeidh
an fhoclaíocht ar aon dul leis an bhfoclaíocht a mhol an Coiste Uile-Pháirtí
Oireachtais,

— Tacaíocht a thabhairt do na bearta atá déanta ag an Rialtas reatha chun dlús a
chur leis an bpróiseas leasú ar an mBunreacht maidir le leanaí a thabhairt isteach,

Ag glacadh leis go bhfuil an Roinn Leanaí agus Gnóthaí Óige, i gcomhar le hOifig an Ard-
Aighne, ag forbairt moltaí faoi láthair i ndáil le dréacht-fhoclaíocht do leasú ar an mBunre-
acht a chuirfidh leis na moltaí ón gComhchoiste um an Leasú Bunreachta maidir le Leanaí,

a bheartú go measfar an Bille um an Naoú Leasú is Fiche ar an mBunreacht (Uimh. 3),
2011 a bheith léite an Dara hUair sé mhí ó inniu.”.

I move amendment No. 1:

To delete all words after “That” and substitute the following:

“Dáil Éireann

— Supports the need for a broad based amendment to the Constitution in relation
to children and that, in accordance with the commitment given in the programme
for Government 2011, the wording will be along the lines of that proposed by the
all-party Oireachtas committee,

— Endorses the actions taken by the current Government to progress the introduc-
tion of the amendment to the Constitution on children,

Accepting that the Department of Children and Youth Affairs is currently, in co-operation
with the Office of the Attorney General, developing proposals for draft wording of an
amendment to the Constitution which will build on the Joint Committee on the Consti-
tutional Amendment on Children proposals,

resolves that the Twenty-Ninth Amendment of the Constitution (No. 3) Bill 2011 be
deemed to be read a Second Time this day six months.”.

I welcome the opportunity this Private Members’ motion gives us to focus on this issue. I wish
to comment on the sensitivity and concern that has been shown by the speakers who have
already spoken on the motion regarding the position of those children in foster care who cannot
be adopted. This is an issue that has been little understood over the years and I am delighted
to see it get the kind of focus it is getting in this debate, because it raises serious issues about
the care of children. As Deputy Ó Cuív said, for a long time — for 14 years of Fianna Fáil
Government — the Government failed to enact the kind of protection in legislation and amend-
ment to the Constitution that was needed to copperfasten children’s rights.

As Members are aware, the Department of Children and Youth Affairs was formally estab-
lished earlier this month. The decision of the Taoiseach and the Government to establish a
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new full Ministry and Department of Children and Youth Affairs marks, I believe, a very
important value statement about the position of children in our society. Some commentators
have asked why Ireland needs a Department such as this. With 1.1 million children and young
people aged under 18 in Ireland, the real question is why it has taken so long to establish a
Department with the commitment to support, safeguard and cherish our nation’s children and
their quality-of-life and opportunities. Our children are our future and remain our country’s
greatest asset. I see the Department also as very much an economic Department, because the
future of our economy is dependent on the access to opportunities in education and health of
our children. Our economy will be hugely determined by how our young people experience life.

I wish to take this opportunity to congratulate Deputy Charlie McConalogue not only on his
election, but also his appointment as party spokesman on children. I look forward to his con-
structive engagement and that of my Opposition colleagues as I progress my Department’s
agenda to enhance the outcomes for all our nation’s children and young people. I also wish to
acknowledge the work done by Deputy Ó Caoláin and his party during the period when the
various committees were considering the issues of children’s rights. They played a strong role
on the committee.

As part of my Department’s ambitious work programme, I confirm and reaffirm the Govern-
ment’s absolute commitment, as provided for in the programme for Government, to bring
before the people a proposed amendment of the Constitution to strengthen the protection of
the rights of children, along the lines recommended by the all-party Oireachtas committee. The
current Bill, brought before the House tonight by Fianna Fáil, limits itself to the adoption
issues alone. We have heard some comment already as to whether we can have stand alone
amendments such as this. They raise serious questions. Deputy Ó Cuív spoke about unintended
consequences which can arise when one proposes amendments to the Constitution. I fear that
tonight’s proposal falls into that category because it does not attempt to raise the broader and
vitally-important matters which were the subject of both the 2007 Bill and the proposed word-
ing prepared by the Joint Committee on the Constitutional Amendment on Children.

Parent-child relationships, with their deeply-woven balance of needs, rights and responsibil-
ities, can be most complex, even within a stable and secure family setting. This is even more
so in the case of families in crisis and children at risk. How the State, through it laws and
interventions, both at service and court level, interfaces with the diverse experiences of families
and children requires the utmost sensitivity and an appreciation that change in one area can
often cause or require change in others. Our Constitution strikes a balance between personal
rights, the status of the family, the rights and duties of parents and the power of the State as
guardian of the common good.

My aim is simple. It is to bring forward a holistic and joined-up response to the long-iden-
tified need to strengthen our Constitution, copperfasten children’s rights and safeguard our
children’s well-being, while at same time supporting families. I do not see the reasoning behind
bringing forward such a limited approach on just two of the sub-sections of the joint commit-
tee’s much more comprehensive proposal. I am not interested in any piecemeal approach to
amending the Constitution on this matter. I believe the way forward and where we should
focus our attention is on the development of a composite amendment on children’s rights,
which will include provisions with regard to adoption. The principles of the Deputy’s Bill will
be incorporated in that work. It is for that reason I do not wish to reject the Deputy’s motion
at this stage, but rather to amalgamate the commonly shared principles into the broader amend-
ment on children’s rights, as was done by the Oireachtas committee of which the Fianna Fáil
Party was a member. The road to constitutional reform of any type can be protracted and
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cautious by nature. This is appropriate given the need to ensure that the Constitution, the
cornerstone and basic law of the State, reflects the needs, culture and ethos of the people.

Before considering the proposal in detail, I would like to provide the background to the
referendum on children’s rights. The suggestion of constitutional change in regard to children
was first voiced by Mrs. Justice Catherine McGuinness, almost 20 years ago, in her capacity as
chairwoman of the Kilkenny incest inquiry. Subsequently, the Constitution review group, in its
1996 report, recommended that the Constitution be amended to include the welfare principle
and to provide an express guarantee of certain other rights for children, deriving from the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. In 1998, the UN Committee on the
Rights of the Child, examining Ireland’s first report on the implementation of the convention,
found that Ireland’s welfare practices and policies did not adequately reflect the child rights-
based approach enshrined in the convention and recommended in favour of the accelerated
enactment of the Constitution review group’s recommended reforms.

Between 1997 and 2002, family rights and related issues were referred to an all-party commit-
tee on the Constitution. That committee reported in 2006, recommending an amendment to
Article 41 to include a new section on the rights of children. Following that recommendation,
the late Minister of State with responsibility for children, Mr. Brian Lenihan, to whose work I
pay tribute, undertook a review of the Constitution to examine the status of children. That
review, which included wide consultation, resulted in the publication of the Twenty-Eighth
Amendment to the Constitution Bill in February 2007. It sought to enshrine in the Constitution
rights that would accrue to children as a distinct group and not simply as human beings and
individuals or members of a family unit. The Joint Committee on the Constitutional Amend-
ment on Children reviewed the Twenty-Eighth Amendment to the Constitution Bill and recom-
mended an alternative wording for an amendment to the Constitution.

The third and final report of the joint committee, published in 2010, deals with the rights of
children under the Constitution and the statute and case law concerning adoption, guardianship,
care proceedings, custody and access to children. The committee’s final report came after five
extensions to its time schedule, due to the extremely complex matters under consideration. As the
House will know, I, along with Deputy Ó Caoláin, served as a member of the joint committee.
The committee’s work was positive and focused on the need, where possible, to deliver and develop
political consensus. For the main part that positive approach that led to the development of political
consensus. I, in common with my ministerial predecessors, place a high value on the consensus
outcome that was achieved and will work in the same vein to ensure effective outcomes for Irish
children. I hope the introduction of the Bill does not mark or lead to a fragmentation of that all-
important consensus. In developing its report, the committee faced a challenge to balance the rights
of families, children and marital and non-marital parents.

The committee’s report, which is very detailed, carefully and thoroughly examines the proposals
contained in the Twenty-Eighth Amendment of the Constitution Bill. As an alternative to the
wording contained in that Bill, the joint committee’s report recommends inserting a new Article
42 into the Constitution, restating most of the education provisions but adding several new sections
and renaming the section entitled “Education” as “Children”.

The proposed Article 42.1.2° provides specifically that children have specific human rights and
that the State has a duty to vindicate the rights of children. While the concept of the welfare of
children is enshrined in some legislation, its use in the proposed Article 42.1 would ensure that
children’s welfare would be a primary consideration in a range of areas affecting children.

The proposals in Article 42.2 would require the State to recognise and vindicate the rights of all
children as individuals, as opposed to as children within the family. It also proposes that a child’s
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voice be heard in any matter affecting the child, with due regard for the age of the child in
accordance with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.

The proposed Article 42.4 deals with what is for many people the most complex part of the
proposals. The primacy of the family is very important to Irish people and there has been concern
that by giving rights to children as individuals, rights are taken away from the family. It should be
emphasised, however, that neither the 2007 Bill nor the committee’s proposal is attempting to
reduce family rights in any way. It is widely accepted that the best interests of the child are served
by being part of a stable family unit. I hope that, through new constitutional provisions, we can
better protect children through supporting the family.

However, in amending the Constitution, I want to ensure the State’s child and family services
have the power to intervene to support families in crisis at an earlier stage and make the sorts of
decisions Deputies referred to in the best interests of the child. I refer to children in foster care,
for example, who could be adopted. We need to safeguard the well-being of children and ultimately
support the family with the aim of keeping children from being taken into State care wherever
possible. Under this proposal, the removal of children from their family home will continue to be
a last resort.

On the proposals relating to adoption, I acknowledge the work of the joint committee in con-
sidering this matter in the widest possible context and in the context of legislation. Unfortunately,
as I have stated, the Deputy’s Bill, which is published in isolation, represents a limited approach
involving two of the subsections of the joint committee’s wording and does not achieve the Govern-
ment’s objective of strengthening children’s rights in the Constitution. Furthermore, the proposal
is phrased in a discretionary and permissive manner. It provides that laws may be enacted in
accordance with the terms therein.

As the Deputy is aware, there is a body of work to be done in preparing proposals to be
published in conjunction with the Bill to amend the Constitution in respect of adoption, to clarify
the Government’s intended approach to the operation of this provision. The Deputy has not pub-
lished any such proposal, nor has he given an indication of the parameters within which his proposal
would apply. The Government would like to ensure that draft adoption proposals are published
before any referendum so the people will be clear about the circumstances in which this would
apply and where the best interests of the child would be served by it. It is critical that people
understand what they are voting for.

Article 42.5 of the Constitution sets out the threshold for State intervention in family life on
behalf of a child, where in exceptional circumstances the State may supply the position of parents.
Until 1988, only the children of unmarried parents could be legally adopted. The view was taken
that the irrevocable nature of an adoption order was incompatible with the inalienable nature of
the family’s rights under Articles 41 and 42 of the Constitution.

The Adoption Act 2010 prescribes that adoption can only occur where the court is satisfied there
has been parental failure in the parents’ duty towards the child for physical or moral reasons for
the previous 12 months, that the failure is likely to continue without interruption until the child
reaches 18 years, and that the failure constitutes an abandonment of all constitutional rights on the
part of the parents. The result is that, to date, the availability of adoption to children of marriage
has been severely circumscribed, with the result that many children in care are deprived of a second
chance for a stable and secure family life.

I appreciate that the proposal in the Bill before us appears to be formulated to allow the adoption
of children where there has been a failure for such a period as prescribed by law of parents in their
responsibility towards their child and where the best interests of the child so require. However, the
Deputy has not indicated the supporting proposals prescribing the period for which failure of
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parental responsibility must occur. Would it be for a period of three, five or seven years? This
uncertainty would be most unwelcome. As I stated, it is for this reason that the Bill needs to be
accompanied by a supporting position paper to clarify these issues for the people.

The proposal, as published in the Bill, fails to provide a coherent philosophy of children’s rights.
It is unfortunately flawed in that it does not clarify the central question of how the rights of children
and parents ought to be reconciled in cases where they come into some degree of conflict. If the
proposed articles were passed, the courts would have to decide these issues on the basis of conflict-
ing constitutional criteria.

8 o’clock

With regard to the specific issue of adoption and in the absence of legislation, the amendment
could have a variety of consequences. It could require the introduction of an approach premised
on the best interests of the child. It could change very little or it could curtail the circumstances in

which the children of unmarried parents may be adopted. To the extent that the
drafting of the proposed articles is relevant, the establishment of parental failure as
a constitutional principle in all cases would suggest the latter option is the most likely

outcome. It is questionable whether the courts would, for policy reasons, adopt such a restrictive
approach. However, this is a risk that cannot be discounted.

For all of these reasons, I am not willing to consider at this stage proposals that offer a piecemeal
approach to amending the Constitution when a much more broad and well-rounded approach is
and has been the basis of cross-party consensus. All of society is governed by the Constitution. It
is the Government’s position that the rights of children must be balanced with other important
principles already contained in the Constitution and which, we believe, are important in protecting
and safeguarding children from harm. The Government is committed to ensuring that there is no
dilution of the equally important concepts of the duties of parents and the core position in Irish
society of the family unit, and any amendment developed will respect the constitutional position
of the family. These issues were teased out very carefully in work of the committee.

Under the last Government, draft wording was developed but, in my view and that of the parties
in the new Government, it did not adequately reflect the good work done by the all-Party
Oireachtas committee. The programme for Government for 2011 states the referendum on
children’s rights is a priority and that the wording will be along the lines of that proposed by the
all-party Oireachtas committee.

Since taking office as Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, officials from my new Department
have commenced discussions with the Attorney General with a view to preparing draft wording
that will more closely reflect the outstanding work of the joint committee than that approved by
the previous Government in draft form. Following completion of these careful deliberations, I
intend to bring the matter to the Government for approval to draft a Bill and hold a referendum.

Recently, the Taoiseach stated that the referendum will not take place on the same day as the
presidential election. There is concern that to do so would unnecessarily and unhelpfully politicise
children’s rights, and that a separate referendum would be more appropriate for this important
and sensitive issue.

We will take our time over the coming months, although the time the Government takes will be
much less than the years of delay by Deputy McConalogue’s party when it was in government. We
will take our time and we will get it right and I hope that early next year, when we bring our
comprehensive amendment before the people that we will have the support of all parties in the
House.

I remind the House that our Constitution is held in high esteem not only by the Irish people but
also by others throughout the world. It has been a model for many countries and the Irish have a
strong attachment to it. I aim to present the people with an amendment that is clear and compre-
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hensive, addressing the full range of matters identified by the joint Oireachtas committee. This is
an enormous task but it is also a great opportunity and I invite all sides of the House to join with
me over coming months and to help make a difference through progressing a constitutional amend-
ment that properly reflects our shared commitment to support Irish families and to safeguard and
cherish our nation’s children.

Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin: I wish to share time with Deputy Ferris.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Is that agreed? Agreed.

Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin: Sinn Féin supports the intent of the Bill. The current legal
framework and the discriminatory constitutional definition of “the family” has led to a situation
whereby children of marital relationships cannot be adopted even where clearly it would be in
their best interests to be so. Under current legislation, children can live in foster care for all of
their childhood and never be allowed to be adopted into a family. They can be removed on
the whim of a social worker or shifted elsewhere when another more needy child is chosen to
be placed in that particular foster family’s care.

This situation has arisen out of an archaic set of laws regarding children and the family which
are quite obviously unfit for modern Ireland. Approximately 2,000 children in foster care, who
have grown up with little or no regular contact with their birth parents, are ineligible for
adoption. These children are being denied the opportunity to receive full legal recognition of
their real families as distinct from their married birth parents. Foster parents are the only
family they have ever known; they are the people who have reared and sustained them and
shown them the real love and support they have needed. They are denied the stability and
sense of permanency offered by adoption.

Article 2 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child outlines the right of all children
to enjoy all the rights in the convention without discrimination of any kind. The current restric-
tion on the adoption of Irish children of marriage discriminates against them on the basis of
the marital status of their parents. At present, the courts require a very high threshold proving
that marital parents are failing in their duty and will continue to fail in this duty. The same
standard is not required of unmarried families as the Constitution, the courts and State do not
view them as a recognised family. Marital parents may have reason to voluntarily place their
children for adoption but cannot do so. This too must be rectified.

As I stated, we welcome the Bill but with some considered reluctance. It would be remiss of
me not to place on record our firm opposition to the manner in which Fianna Fáil has chosen
to approach this. It has chosen to isolate one aspect of what was contained in the recom-
mendations of the final report of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on the Constitutional
Amendment on Children. The wording of its proposed article 42(A) is lifted directly from the
text of the agreed wording produced in that committee’s report in our proposed articles 42.5
and 42.6 with a one line omission. Interestingly, that line states “and any such law shall respect
the child’s right to continuity in its care and upbringing”. This same omission is made in the
document provided to me by the then Minister of State, Deputy Barry Andrews, at 6.45 p.m.
on 13 January 2011.

The proposers of the Bill have focused on adoption and neglected to include anything else
that would make a meaningful difference in the lives of children in Ireland. I am at a loss as
to why Fianna Fáil would — and I give some thought to stating this — play politics with an
important issue such as this. Any of us could have taken this course but we have chosen not
to. Fianna Fáil committed to holding a referendum on children’s rights and its party members
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on the Oireachtas committee endorsed the final report. We had cross-party consensus on the
issue and I stress that in my view this was and remains an essential if we are to have a successful
referendum campaign. Given this belief, I must ask whether Fianna Fáil has fully thought
through the potential consequences of sequestering the adoption elements of the report. Every-
body agreed there needs to be a constitutional provision to allow children of marital families
to be adopted but we also agreed there needs to be a referendum with a broader remit that
would strengthen children’s rights under the Constitution and we remain committed to this.

The proposed wording contained a provision to ensure the right of the child to have his or
her best interests considered paramount in all cases concerning guardianship, adoption and
care. It would expressly enshrine a child’s right to protection in care, to an education and, very
importantly, to be heard. It balanced this with the rights of parents to be the natural carers,
educators and protectors of the child while acknowledging there are sometimes unfortunate
and tragic cases where parents cannot or should not be the primary carers of their children. I
ask somebody on the Fianna Fáil benches to let us know whether it has abandoned the idea of
a comprehensive children’s rights amendment.

In 2007, the then Fianna Fáil Government tabled a referendum Bill on children’s rights with
which nobody was happy. After the most recent cross-party Oireachtas committee produced
its agreed wording, in January this year — and I referenced the text of the Minister of State
— the Fianna Fáil and Green Party Government produced yet another formula of words that
significantly weakened what the committee had agreed and was seeking to achieve. That word-
ing went out of its way to ensure that children were not guaranteed rights; the rights were
merely acknowledged. However, it did ensure the children of marital families may be adopted
but this was about the sum total of it. I must ask whether it was the intent of Fianna Fáil all
along that this would be the only subject dealt with. This is still my concern.

I wish to refresh the memories of the Members of the Government parties that the Labour
Party and Fine Gael representatives endorsed the wording set out in that same Oireachtas
committee report. Now they are happily ensconced in government and have had time to settle
down, I hope they have revealed their true feelings on the subject. As an opposition voice, I
am pleased to state I am a staunch supporter of the new Department and the Minister’s
appointment. No one in the House wishes the Minister a fairer wind than this Deputy.

The manifestos of the Labour Party and Fine Gael contained commitments to hold a refer-
endum on children’s rights, as did the programme for Government, which referred to a refer-
endum along the lines of the wording of the report of the Joint Committee on the Consti-
tutional Amendment on Children. The Minister for Justice and Equality, Deputy Alan Shatter,
who played a significant role in the committee’s work, asked the following question in the
House on 12 May last year: “Will the Taoiseach acknowledge that the delay in even acknowl-
edging that a referendum on children’s rights will take place this year absolutely confirms that
the Government is doing nothing other than paying lip service and is prepared to sacrifice the
welfare of children to cheap headlines and sound-bites in the daily newspapers?” I put the
same question to the Taoiseach. Does he acknowledge that his Government is doing nothing
other than paying lip service to children’s rights? Prevarication, the absence of product and the
failure to give an indication of real progress being made begs the question as to what has
happened to the Fine Gael Party’s position since it entered government? It was an ardent
proponent of a referendum on children’s rights and strongly of the view that there should not
be any delay in holding it.

In May 2010, the Labour Party supported a Dáil motion tabled jointly with Sinn Féin calling
for a children’s rights referendum. What has changed the minds of Labour Party Deputies?
Where is the urgency on this issue expressed in the party’s manifesto. The Government parties
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have an obligation to live up to the promises they made to the electorate by holding a refer-
endum at the earliest opportunity.

While Sinn Féin does not agree with the Fianna Fáil Party’s decision to separate this issue,
there is no doubt that, if passed, the amendment proposed in the Bill would be a measure of
progress. This must be acknowledged. There are children who spend large parts of their lives
with the same foster parents but cannot be adopted. While there is a provision in the 1988
Adoption Act which provides for the adoption of a marital child, the constitutional right of the
marital family remains in place. In one case of which I am aware, which is referenced in the
final report of the joint committee — Western Health Board H.B. and N.B. v. An Bord Uchtála
of 1995 — a child was born to a married woman who had separated from her husband. She
believed the child to be that of a man with whom she had been in a relationship. It transpired,
however, that the child was of her former husband who had raped her. The child was placed
with foster parents who wished to adopt it. After some time, the husband sought custody. A
court held that the mere actions of the husband seeking custody were sufficient to establish he
had not abandoned his parental rights and, accordingly, the child could not be adopted. The
best interests of the child were nowhere to be seen in the consideration of this case.

It is up to Fine Gael and the Labour Party to live up to their obligations and commitments
to hold a referendum on children’s rights with appropriate urgency. The Government must
also show appropriate urgency regarding the all-party agreed recommendations contained in
the first report of the most recent joint committee published in September 2008, which
addressed the need for legislation on soft information. We are weeks from the summer recess
and on the return of the House, a full three years will have passed without legislation being
published, not to speak of being passed.

For the purposes of the proposition before the House, Sinn Féin will support the Private
Members’ Bill with all the reservations I have placed on record. However, the legislation must
not be viewed as a substitute for a comprehensive constitutional amendment which will give
children the rights they deserve. I place my trust in that regard in the Minister and her new
Department. From time to time I will urge her and egg her on as best I can. I call on the
Government, as a matter of urgency, to fulfil its promises and to hold a referendum based on
the wording set out in the final report of the Joint Committee on the Constitutional Amend-
ment on Children.

Deputy Martin Ferris: I echo the sentiments expressed by my colleague, Deputy Caoimhghín
Ó Caoláin, on this Fianna Fáil Private Members’ Bill. Sinn Féin supports the Bill, which
addresses an important issue, albeit with some reservations.

Thousands of children have been left in residential care over the years or shuttled from
foster parent to foster parent with infrequent visits from social workers. However, they are
sometimes left in the care of foster parents who will be the only family they ever know. If they
are children of marital families, the foster parent will be unable to adopt them as natural
parents continue to retain all their rights over the child and have access to them. If the child
has been placed in voluntary care, parents can reclaim the child at any time, a position endorsed
by the Supreme Court in what is known as the Baby Ann case.

As it is not legally necessary for a foster parent to be married, fostering involves greater
flexibility than adoption. Many people, including older people, gay couples and single women
and men, find fostering an easier route to pursue than the restrictive and difficult nature of
adoption rules. This should not be the case and the issue is not addressed in the Bill. The
adoption system needs substantial overhaul and reform.
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Fostering is less secure than adoption because foster parents have a number of duties and
few rights. Should a foster parent attempt to adopt a child in his or her care without securing
the approval of the Health Service Executive, he or she risks being held liable for the costs of
a case being brought against him or her. This imposes a major financial risk on people. While
Sinn Féin supports the Bill on a referendum on children’s rights, unless a referendum is fol-
lowed by legislation to rectify the anomalies I have outlined, it will be of little use.

Foster parents are caught in a bind. Children in foster families do not have the same stability
found in adoptive families. Save through court proceedings, they are not independently rep-
resented and orders can and have been made which have resulted in children being taken from
parents with whom they have lived for years and given to virtual strangers without cognisance
of their welfare. Article 12 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and Article 6 of
the European Convention on Human Rights require separate representation for children in
such a scenario. The State has failed to implement this requirement as it is much more con-
cerned with what it would cost to pay a guardian ad litem than listening to what a child wants.

The proposed constitutional amendment contained in the final report of the Joint Oireachtas
Committee on the Constitutional Amendment on Children provided for children’s voices to be
heard in judicial and administrative matters which concern themselves. It is disappointing that
the Fianna Fáil Party has chosen to disregard everything else the joint committee stated and
focus on adoption alone.

While it is a welcome gesture on the part of the Government to introduce a full Department
for Children and Youth Affairs, it is disgraceful that this Fine Gael-Labour Party coalition is
to further delay the long promised and long overdue constitutional referendum on the rights
of children. Both parties played a key role in the joint committee which agreed a wording to
strengthen the rights and protections of children in the Constitution. My colleague, Deputy Ó
Caoláin, paid tribute to everyone involved in the proceedings of the joint committee. Unfortu-
nately, its report remains on a shelf. Notwithstanding the commitments given by both Govern-
ment parties in their manifestos to hold a referendum on children’s rights, the Taoiseach has
stated the three referendums to be held in the autumn will not include a referendum on afford-
ing protection to children. The coalition failed on children’s rights before it even reached 100
days in office. This regressive decision must be overturned.

This Bill should not be used as a substitute for holding a referendum that will enshrine
children’s rights. While it is a welcome move, it was unfortunate that details of the Roscommon
abuse case has to emerge for people to wake up to the reality that legal difficulties arise when
dealing with marital families. The proposed amendment would not do much to help children
in such scenarios. If a referendum were held and passed tomorrow, it would make little differ-
ence to the children who reside within the confines of dysfunctional child services. It would
not alter the fact that the recommendations of Tracey Fay and Ryan reports and the Monageer
Inquiry have not been implemented. It will not magically provide 24 hour, on-call social
workers, resource underfunded services with overworked staff or provide an avenue for chil-
dren to be heard and their best interests made paramount in all matters concerning them.

While I support this Bill, it is a lost opportunity and I call upon the Government parties to
put their commitment on the record that they will hold a children’s rights referendum immedi-
ately and implement the outstanding recommendations of the relevant reports. They owe it to
the children of Ireland to do so.

Deputy Mattie McGrath: I am delighted to have the opportunity to speak on this Bill and I
thank and compliment Fianna Fáil for putting it before the House. Fianna Fáil is calling on the
Government to arrange for a referendum on adoption to be held at the same time as the
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presidential election. Most Opposition Deputies want that to happen. This Bill would give
rights to children currently in foster care and ineligible for adoption because of constitutional
restrictions arising from the special position of the family in Irish law. I support it. The proposed
changes in the Constitution would provide more robust rights for children. They are long
overdue.

This is not a new issue, as previous speakers have mentioned. The late Deputy Brian Lenihan
drew attention to this issue at a consultation conference on adoption and fostering which he
organised in 2003. The referendum on the proposals contained in this Bill should not and
cannot be delayed. I am disappointed the Government parties, who worked on this issue in
committees when they were in the Opposition, are not bringing forward a referendum to be
held at the same time as the presidential election. I am aware it is proposed to hold a number
of other referenda, but surely this issue is of immense importance. The well-being and care of
our children must be a priority for us all. A number of related issues were raised at the consul-
tation conference held by the late Deputy Brian Lenihan which are not addressed in this Bill.
The motion has not received attention so far.

There are still no adopted people sitting on the Adoption Authority of Ireland alongside
adoptive parents. That is a big failure. They must be included there as of right. Who better to
be part of that authority than people who were adopted and have experienced the situation?
Adopted people still do not have the right to get their birth certificates. That is a huge difficulty
which causes great trauma and strife for families.

In recent years, adoptions in Ireland have become increasingly rare and many prospective
parents go abroad to adopt a child. We are aware of the saga with foreign adoptions and how
the previous Minister, the former Deputy Barry Andrews, tried hard to resolve the situation.
We met many deputations and families. Every Deputy in the House has met couples who are
desperate to adopt from foreign countries and who are extremely frustrated by the slow pace
of such adoptions. I accept there must be due process and the legal issues must be resolved,
but it is very frustrating for these couples. They are getting older and have put much effort
into the process. In many cases, they have travelled abroad. They have examined all the issues
and prepared for it in this country. They have adapted their homes and looked forward to the
adoption, so it is very disappointing to be let down again.

There are serious issues in Ireland relating to children in foster care. The majority of foster
parents do an excellent job and are a valuable resource. That said, there are deep concerns
about the vetting of foster families and the supports being provided for those families and
children in care. I compliment the newly appointed Minister and wish her well in her brief.
Cases that are very scary are brought to my attention occasionally. They involve the vetting of
people and the type of people — they are a minority — who are allowed to be foster parents.
They continue to act as foster parents despite concerns being raised by the community with
public representatives and the public authorities. Nothing seems to happen.

There must be a review and reform of the child welfare and protection system. There are
currently 6,000 children and young people in care, either with relatives, in residential care or
in care in high support residential placements. I am not enamoured of the Health Information
and Quality Authority, HIQA, but, in fairness, on this issue it has developed standards for and
carried out reviews of the foster care system. One report was produced in July 2010 and there
was a report on a special care unit in December 2010. Both reports provide important recom-
mendations for the future.

Last year, 90% of young people in care had been allocated a social worker and 80% had
dedicated care plans. While this represents ongoing improvement, we must bring these figures
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up to 100%. The State has a duty of care to these children. I believe this constitutional amend-
ment, which would permit adoption in such cases, would be beneficial for the children involved.
However, it is part of a larger children’s rights agenda that must include a referendum on
children’s rights. It is a pity this opportunity will pass without it being put to the people. It is
a vital area. I accept that the Minister and her party are committed to this but I worry about
the delays. Each hour, day or week of delay is too long. I hope it will not be a year. It is a
traumatic area and there must be action on it in line with the commitments given by the
Government parties when they were the Opposition. I look forward to supporting the Bill.

Cuireadh an díospóireacht ar athló.

Debate adjourned.

Adjournment Debate

————

Scéim Tógála Scoileanna

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: Tá áthas orm an deis seo a fháil labhairt faoi Scoil an Bhaile Nua,
Maigh Cuilinn, agus cuirim fáilte roimh an Aire Stáit. Bhí an bheirt againn thiar i Leitir Mea-
láinn le déanaí agus chonaic sé obair iontach atá déanta sa scoil bheag ansin agus cóiríocht
iontach uirthi. Feicfear amach anseo go raibh an polasaí a bhí ag Fianna Fáil i Rialtas maidir
leis an devolved scheme thar a bheith stuama agus go bhfuil cóiríocht iontach curtha ar scoile-
anna beaga ar fud na tíre.

Scoil stairiúil ı́ Scoil an Bhaile Nua. Tá sı́ suite roinnt bheag mı́lte taobh thiar de shráidbhaile
Mhaigh Cuilinn agus go deimhin bhı́ conspóid faoin scoil seo sna 1970ı́ nuair a bhı́ bagairt ar an
scoil i nDún Caoin agus bhı́ bagairt an go ndúnfaı́ an scoil seo freisin. Bhı́ cur in aghaidh ag an am
toisc gur scoil Ghaeltachta ı́ agus gurbh ı́ an Ghaeilge meán teagaisc na scoile agus tá sı́ mar sin ó
shin. Is iomaı́ duine a chuaigh ar scoil ansin atá ina Ghaeilgeoir breá sa lá atá inniu ann mar gheall
ar an oideachas iontach a fhaigheann na daltaı́ ar scoil ansin.

Is ceantar mór fairsing é ceantar Mhaigh Cuilinn, an ceantar chomh fada siar ansin go Ros
Cathail, agus freastalaı́onn an scoil ar cheantar fairsing. Tá 88 scolairı́ sa scoil, le ceithre oide agus
ceithre rang. Tugaim cuireadh don Aire Stáit cuairt a thabhairt ar an scoil mar feicfidh sé ceann
de na seanscoileanna. Tá sé go deas seanscoil a fheiceáil ach nı́l sé go deas bheith ag freastal nó
ag múineadh i seanscoil. Tá seomraı́ ranga an-bheaga inti, ceann acu 49 meadar cearnógach agus
ceann eile 52 meadar cearnógach. An gnáthrud a mholann an Roinn anois ná 80 meadar cearnó-
gach do rang. Nı́l oifig ag an phrı́omhoide nó ag an fhoireann agus nı́l seomra ann don chúntóir
teanga a thagann isteach ag treisiú Ghaeilge na ngasúr óga a théann chuig an scoil seo. Is trua nach
bhfuil cóirı́ocht iomlán á cur ag an scoil.

Cheadaigh an Rialtas deireanach roinnt airgid don scoil chun seomra ranga a chur leis an scoil
ach tá dhá sheomra réamhdhéanta ann. Cé nach bhfuil an tAire anseo anocht, táim cinnte gur
cuimhin leis an gheallúint a thug sé i nGaillimh agus é ag comhdháil Phairtı́ an Lucht Oibre go
bhfaigheadh sé réidh leis na seomraı́ réamhdhéanta uilig agus nach bhfágfaı́ ann iad. Tá péire i
gceist sa scoil seo: seomra ranga buan agus seomra tacaı́ocht foghlamtha. Nı́ bhfaighidh siad réidh
leis an dá sheomra réamhdhéanta leis an airgead atá curtha ar fáil faoi láthair. Mar sin, d’iarrfainn
air cur leis an deontas atá ceadaithe don scoil.

Ar €254,000 breise, bheifı́ in ann céim 1, 2 agus 3 den obair bhreise atá le déanamh a dhéanamh.
Ar €790,000 d’fhéadfaı́ an rud a chrı́ochnú amach uilig agus seomra ilúsáid, nó GP room mar a
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tugtar air i mBéarla, a chur ar fáil. Chuirfeadh sé sin barr slacht ar an scoil seo agus nı́ thiocfaı́ in
aice leis an Aire go ceann i bhfad ina dhiaidh sin mar bheadh cóirı́ocht ceart ar an scoil.

Mar is eol don Aire Stáit, nuair a bhı́ bunáite na scoileanna á dhéanamh cuireadh deontaisı́
breise ar fáil faoin Rialtas deiridh agus tugadh deis do scoileanna an cóirı́ocht a thabhairt suas don
chaighdeán cheart le nach mbeadh aon gá le tuilleadh airgid chaipitil a chaitheamh ar bhunáite na
scoileanna beaga ar fud na tı́re go ceann i bhfad.

D’impóinn ar an Aire Stáit dea-scéal a thabhairt dom, ar a laghad go dtiocfadh sé siar agus go
mbreathnódh sé ar an scoil. B’fhearr is bhfad liom go sábhalfadh sé an t-aistear air féin agus go
gceadódh sé an t-airgead. Déanfaidh mé cinnte go bhfaighidh sé cuireadh len ı́ a oscailt má dhéan-
ann sé é sin. Ba bhreá liom é a fheiceáil thiar. Bhı́ an-la againn nuair a bhı́ muid thiar i Leitir
Meallain. Beidh ceiliúradh mór againn arı́s nuair a osclóidh sé athchóiriú iomlán na scoile seo agus
nuair a bhéas sé in ann é seo a leanas a rá. “Bhı́ mise ceart. Rinne mé an beart. Thug mé an t-
airgead. Tá Scoil an Bhaile Nua ar cheann des na scoileanna is stairiúla i nGaeltacht na Gaillimhe
agus tá cóiriú curtha agamsa air.” Nı́l mórán scoileanna beaga mar seo fágtha againn don Aire
Stáit. Seo an seans deiridh atá aige.

Beidh mé ag siúl le dea-scéal, ar a laghad go dtiocfaidh an t-Aire Stáit siar. Ach b’fhearr i bhfad
an t-airgead a cheadú agus teacht agus ı́ a oscailt.

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): Tá mé
ag tabhairt freagra ar an ábhar seo thar ceann mo chomhghleacaı́, an tAire Oideachais agus Scile-
anna, an Teachta Ruairi Quinn. Ba mhaith liom buı́ochas a ghlacadh leis an Teachta Ó Cuı́v faoin
ábhar seo a tharraingt anuas mar go dtugann sé deis dom straitéis an Rialtais maidir le hinfheis-
tı́ocht chaipitil i dtionscadail oideachais a leagan amach, chomh maith le soiléireacht a thabhairt ar
chúrsaı́ mar atá faoi láthair maidir le Scoil Bhaile Nua, Maigh Cuilinn.

Mar is eol don Teachta Ó Cuı́v rinne údaras na scoile iarratas ar mhórmhaoiniú caipitil le sı́neadh
a chur leis an scoil agus athrú a dhéanamh uirthi chomh maith le hobair athchóirithe. Mar chuid
den phroiséas measúnaithe sanntar rátáil banda do thionscadail tógála ar scála mór de réir na
gcritéir tosaı́ochta atá foilsithe. Ba i ndiaidh comhchómhairle le pairtnéiri oideachais a leagadh
amach na critéir seo. Is de réir na rátala banda a thugtar dó a ghluaiseann tionscadal tógála trı́d
an gcóras. Tá ceithre rátáil banda ann, banda 1 an ceann is áirde agus banda a 4 an ceann is ı́sle.
Rátáil banda 2.5 atá tugtha do thionscadal Scoil Bhaile Nua. Bı́onn dul chun cinn gach tionscadal
tógála ar scála mór, lena n-áiritear an tionscadal seo ón gcéim deartha tosaigh go dtı́ an chéim
tógála, ag brath ar an maoiniú a bhı́onn ar fáil faoi chlár ilbhliantúil tógála agus nuachóirithe
scoileanna na Roinne agus ar an éileamh atá ar an maoiniú seo.

Nuair a bhı́ an t-iarratas dá dtagraı́tear dó thuas faighte, rinne an scoil iarratas i Márta 2010 ar
sheomra eile breise prı́omhshrutha. Cheadaigh an Roinn an deontas don seomra ranga sin agus tá
70% den deontas tarraingthe ag an scoil go dtı́ seo. Tá ceathrar múinteoirı́ i Scoil Bhaile Nua.
Anois go bhfuil an seomra ranga breise sin ceadaithe beidh ceithre sheomra ranga prı́omhshrutha
sa scoil agus seomra eile a mbainfear leas as mar sheomra acmhainne/ilchuspóire.

I Meán Fómhair 2010 rinne údarás na scoile iarratas ar mhaoiniú suntasach breise chun seomra
a chur in áit sheomra ranga sealadach, le seomrai ranga atá ann cheana a mhéadú agus le cóirı́ocht
choimhdeach a sholáthar, lena n-áirı́tear seomra ilfhointeach. Cuireadh in iúl d’údarás na scoile
nach bhféadfaı́ an t-iarratas sin a éascu ag an am.

Creideann an Roinn go bhfuil cóirı́ocht na scoile mar atá faoi láthair leordhóthanach le freastal ar
riachtanais riachtanacha na scoile ó thaobh seomrai ranga prı́omhshrutha agus tacaı́ocht foghlama.
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Ba mhaith liom buı́ochas a ghlacadh leis an Teachta as an deis seo a thabhairt dom an staid
reatha maidir le hiarratas ar mhaoiniú do thionscadal tógála Scoil Bhaile Nua a leagan amach
don Teach.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuı́v: Impı́m ar an Aire Stáit cuairt a thabhairt ar an scoil go bhfeicfeadh sé
ı́. Freagra Státseirbhı́seach atá tugtha aige.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Michael McCarthy): Deputy Ó Cuı́v, you are long enough in the
House to know you cannot do that.

Schools Building Projects

Deputy Martin Ferris: At the outset, I will give a brief history of Dromclough national school.
On the recommendation of a Department inspector, Dr. Pádraig Ó Donnabháin, an application
for an extension to the school building was submitted to the Department building unit in 2002. In
January 2003, a detailed comprehensive application was submitted to the Department for a major
refurbishment and extension to the school. In June 2004, as no progress had manifested, a small
Portakabin was purchased and divided into three cubicles to provide accommodation of three
resource and learning support areas. This Portakabin was purchased following the fundraising
activities of the community. No grant assistance was furnished by the Department. The school
authorities were informed by the Department that no funding was available for this project.

In January 2006, following an interim period of two years, the board of management and the
local communities were elated to receive correspondence from the building unit of the Department
stating that approval had been sanctioned for an eight classroom school. The board of management
was advised in correspondence to expect a site visit from the Department’s technical design team
at a date prior to Easter 2006. If that was not possible, the board of management were assured
that a site visit would take place before the commencement of the summer of 2006. However, the
proposed site visit has not taken place.

While waiting for the proposed site visit, the board of management contacted the Department
to seek grant assistance to extend the school car park. This request was made due to concerns
regarding increased traffic flow on a narrow road at the entrance to the school and after consul-
tation with parents and gardaı́. The board of management were advised not to continue with this
application as it would jeopardise the previous application for the major refurbishment and
extension.

In June 2008, the board of management gratefully accepted an offer of one prefabricated build-
ing, which was no longer required by a school in the area. That school was due to be demolished
because it was in such a bad condition. The board of management applied to DEIS for grant
assistance of €25,000 to assist the relocation of the prefab to Dromclough national school and was
grateful on receiving it.

The existing accommodation consists of three small rooms of 45 m2 that were constructed in
1964. There are three classrooms of good standard that were constructed in 1981. There is one
prefabricated building that was secured in 1991 and a Portakabin, locally funded, that was added
in 2004. One salvaged second-hand prefabricated building was secured in 2008.

The conditions in the school and the prefabs are deplorable. The electric wiring is dangerous
and is an accident waiting to happen. The school has totally inadequate access for disabled pupils
and parents. Currently, there is one pupil in the infant class whose father is wheelchair-bound. The
refusal of the Department to allow the school carry out a survey is unfathomable. When the
wheelchair-bound parent visits the school a temporary ramp must be fitted in place. There is no
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wheelchair accessible toilet or disabled parking. Security at the school is of major concern. There
are 11 entrances to the school.

Dromclough national school is a very progressive school. The parents have a strong record of
support for the school throughout the years. This is evidenced by the fact that a Portakabin was
added to the school in 2004 for use by special needs students. The small Portakabin was divided
into three sections to facilitate resource teachers and their pupils. The Portakabin was totally funded
by the community.

There are 16 staff in the school. The principal carries out her managerial and administrative
duties in a space that was formerly a toilet. There are no ancillary rooms, library, proper medical
facilities, reception area and no storage. It will be an indictment on the previous Government and
on this Government if funding is not made available immediately to proceed with the design to
build a school in that area, which is long overdue. It is probably one of the worst schools in
County Kerry.

Deputy Ciarán Cannon: I am replying to this matter on behalf of my colleague, the Minister for
Education and Skills. I thank the Deputy for raising this, as it provides me with the opportunity to
outline to the House the Government’s strategy for capital investment in school building projects
and also to outline the current application by the school authority to provide for an extension to
Dromclough national school in Listowel, County Kerry.

As the Deputy will be aware all applications for capital funding are assessed in the planning and
building unit of the Department. The assessment process determines the extent and type of need
presenting based on the demographics of an area, proposed housing developments, condition of
school buildings, site capacity and so forth, leading to an appropriate accommodation solution. As
part of the assessment process a school project is assigned a band rating under the published
prioritisation criteria for large scale building projects. These criteria were devised following consul-
tation with the education partners.

Under the prioritisation criteria, a proposed building project moves through the system com-
mensurate with the band rating assigned to it. There are four band ratings overall, of which band
1 is the highest and band 4 the lowest. Band 1 projects, for example, include the provision of school
accommodation where there is no existing school or where existing provision is unable to meet the
demand for pupil places. A band 4 project makes provision for desirable but not necessarily urgent
or essential facilities, such as a library or new sports hall.

The project to provide for an extension and refurbishment for Dromclough national school has
been assigned a band 2.2 rating under the published prioritisation criteria for large-scale building
projects. The school has a current staffing level of a principal and seven mainstream teachers. It
also has the services of three learning support-resource teachers. Its accommodation comprises
six mainstream permanent classrooms, two temporary mainstream classrooms and three ancillary
accommodation. The school’s enrolment was 193 pupils at September 2010. With regard to enrol-
ment, there has been no change in its pupil numbers over the last five years and, therefore, the
school is not experiencing the rapid increase in enrolments that have occurred in other schools
around the county.

The progression of all large-scale building projects, including this project, from initial design
stage through to construction will be considered in the context of the Department’s multi-annual
school building and modernisation programme for 2011 and subsequent years. However, in light
of competing demands on the capital budget of the Department, it is not possible to give an
indicative timeframe for the progression of this project at this time. I thank the Deputy for the
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opportunity to outline to the House the current position regarding the school building project for
Dromclough national school, Listowel, County Kerry.

Planning Issues

Deputy Patrick O’Donovan: I acknowledge the presence of the Minister of State. The reason I
raise this issue is that in most rural constituencies, such as that of the Acting Chairman, one-off
housing is a major part of their economic fibre. In rural areas such as Limerick county, one-off
rural housing is the only construction activity taking place. Housing estates are not being built in
small towns and villages and, in some instances, ghost estates lie derelict. The one thing keeping
people employed in construction in rural communities is one-off housing.

The previous Government realised some people would find it increasingly difficult to exercise
their planning permission, particularly for such housing. An amendment was made to the Planning
and Development Acts, which was followed up by statutory instrument, to allow local authorities
to grant five-year extensions to planning permissions for people who could not exercise them. The
problem is that a number of local authorities have been tempted to impose additional conditions
that were not applied when the original permission sought and I have confirmed this with a number
of colleagues.

That is unfair, primarily because the people affected cannot afford to build. In some instances,
they paid massive sums for sites and they went through various hoops and regulations to secure
planning permission but now when they seek to extend it, they are running into problems. It should
be borne in mind that the Department, the local authority, An Bord Pleanála and everybody else
with an interest in planning and development acknowledged when planning permission was granted
in principle that a house could be built on the site. Now that these people have run into economic
difficulties, they are being told that they can build on the site but X, Y and Z condition is being
imposed on them. That is unfair, particularly in many cases they are hard pressed economically. In
some instances, they are in negative equity.

Recently, I encountered a case where the applicants had passed the percolation test for the
building of a one-off rural house. The issue has made the news in recent days with the proposal to
impose a charge on septic tanks. However, these people went through the hoops and secured
planning permission. A rigorous site assessment was carried out but now it appears the same local
authority wants to tweak the permission slightly, which will result in a new application having to
be submitted and this, in turn, will open up everything again. People in other counties who have
no connection to the site will have carte blanche to object. That is grossly unfair.

I can anticipate the Minister of State’s reply because I have been issued with similar responses
to parliamentary questions but there is scope in this regard. The spirit of the amendment to the
legislation was intended to help those who are hard pressed economically and who cannot at the
moment exercise their permission. There are ghost estates around the country but we are in danger
of creating ghost houses where houses will be built to ridge height but the owners will not install
windows or kit the property out because they cannot afford to do so. This will be a huge issue in
rural communities over the next five years.

I intend raising this issue at the Joint Oireachtas Committee on the Environment, Transport,
Culture and the Gaeltacht but I ask the Minister to revisit the spirit of the legislation. The people
affected are not big developers in the National Asset Management Agency but young couples
primarily who are trying to get on with their lives and who may have been made redundant or who
have encountered tough economic times. Local authorities are being mean-spirited in this regard.

Will the Minister of State relay my concerns to the Minister for the Environment, Community
and Local Government with a view to carrying out an audit of local authorities regarding this
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issue? They are using this amendment as another opportunity on which to hang the hat of anti-
rural housing. The Minister’s predecessor, a member of the Green Party, had an anti-one-off rural
house agenda and I would hate to think the Government will carry on this.

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): I am pleased to have the opportunity today to discuss the provisions of
the planning code as they relate to the scope to seek to extend planning permissions.

Section 28 of the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2010 amended section 42 of the
Planning Act 2000 to provide that the duration of a planning permission may be extended where
substantial works have not been done, or where the development has not even commenced, in
cases where the planning authority is satisfied that there were considerations of a commercial,
economic or technical nature beyond the control of the applicant which substantially militated
against either the commencement of development or the carrying out of substantial works. This is
pursuant to the terms of the planning permission, provided that an application complying with the
relevant regulations was made before the expiration of the original permission.

This provision is, however, subject to the following qualifications. The planning authority must
be satisfied that there have been no significant changes in the development objectives in the
development plan or in regional development objectives in the relevant regional planning guidelines
since the date of the permission, such that the development would no longer be consistent with the
proper planning and sustainable development of the area. The planning authority must be satisfied
that the development would not be inconsistent with the proper planning and sustainable develop-
ment of the area, having regard to any guidelines issued by the Minister under section 28, such as
those dealing with flood risk management, even if those guidelines were issued after the date of
the grant of permission. Finally, the planning authority must be satisfied, where the development
has not commenced, that an environmental impact assessment, or a habitats directive appropriately
assessed, or both of those assessments, if required, was or were carried out before the permission
was granted.

In extending the duration of permission under the new provision, it is open to a planning auth-
ority to attach conditions requiring the giving of adequate security for the satisfactory completion
of the proposed development. Planning authorities may also add to or vary any conditions regarding
security to which the permission is already subject under section 34(4)(g) of the Planning Acts.
This type of condition — a condition requiring a bond, or a further bond — is the only condition
that may be attached to an extension of permission. A planning authority may not, when granting
an extension, vary the initial permission in any other way.

The previous provisions in section 42 of the Planning Act 2000 remain in force, allowing an
extension of permission to be automatically granted on application, in a case where substantial
works have been carried out within the original duration, subject only to the condition that an
application, complying with the relevant planning regulations, was made before the expiration of
the initial period.

I consider that the new provision strikes an appropriate balance. It is proper and prudent practice
that in cases where substantial works have not been carried out, the duration of permission should
be re-assessed against the current planning policies and legislation in force at the time. The duration
of permission should not be extended in respect of developments for which the planning authority
would now refuse permission if an application were submitted de novo.

The Dáil adjourned at 8.55 p.m. until 10.30 a.m. on Wednesday, 29 June 2011.

756



Questions— 28 June 2011. Written Answers

Written Answers.

————————

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].

————————

Questions Nos. 1 to 18, inclusive, answered orally.

Questions Nos. 19 to 41, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 42 to 53, inclusive, answered orally.

Army Barracks

54. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Defence the planned developments at
Custume Barracks, Athlone, County Westmeath; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [17027/11]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Department is engaged on an ongoing
capital building programme designed to modernise and enhance the training, operational and
accommodation facilities available to members of the Defence Forces. Under this programme
there has been considerable capital investment in Custume Barracks. The most recent major
projects include the construction of a new Gymnasium, refurbishment of the Watergate Build-
ing as Office Accommodation, a gas and water main upgrade and the provision of new under-
ground services and associated works. Currently the construction of New Armoured Vehicle
Garaging is underway in addition to the repair and upgrading of the heating system in the
Dining Hall. There are also plans to upgrade the electrical transformer later in the year.
Approximately €4.5 million of the capital budget has been invested in Custume Barracks over
the past three to four years.

Question No. 55 answered with Question No. 50.

Question No. 56 answered with Question No. 49.

Irish Red Cross

57. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Defence the contacts he has had with the
Officers of the Irish Red Cross since he has taken office in pursuit of his plans to initiate a
detailed legal review of the structures and governance of the Irish Red Cross; if he or his
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officials have had discussions with the International Red Cross regarding these matters; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [17266/11]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Programme for Government provides for
the initiation of a detailed legal review of the basis, structures and governance of the Red Cross
in Ireland to improve its functioning in the light of changing circumstances. Proposals for
reform of the governance of the Irish Red Cross Society initially arose from a resolution that
was passed in November 2007 by the Council of Delegates of the International Federation of
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) which urged all National Societies to examine
and update their Statutes — the rules of the National Societies — and related legal texts by
2010. I am aware that a Working Group to propose changes in the governance of the Society
was established by the Irish Red Cross in 2008. The Chairman of the Working Group presented
the findings, which included changes recommended by the International Federation, to the
Central Council of the Irish Red Cross Society at a meeting held in November 2009. The
Working Group’s report was then submitted to the Department of Defence early last year.

Following the Department’s review of these proposals and the related legislation, a draft
Order that would amend the Irish Red Cross Order 1939 was submitted to the Office of the
Attorney General. The 1939 Order sets out the basis upon which the Society is governed and
was made pursuant to the Red Cross Act 1938.

Discussions with the Office of the Attorney General on the extent of changes that can be
made to the 1939 Order are continuing. Following receipt of legal advice from the Office of
the Attorney General, I will review the legislative changes that are proposed and consider
bringing them to Government for approval. Whatever changes are made to the 1939 Order, a
comprehensive review of all Red Cross legislation, and in particular the primary legislation,
will then be commenced by my Department.

In this regard, whilst I am conscious of the importance attaching to the independence of the
Society, I have been in contact with the Chairman of the Irish Red Cross recently in relation
to the Society’s corporate governance arrangements. While I note that some progress has been
made by the Society in this regard, it is in my opinion crucial that the Society makes further
substantial progress to ensure that its corporate governance structures comply with the highest
standards. For instance, it is not conducive to good corporate governance that any individual
should serve indefinitely on the Central Council or the Executive Committee, or in the same
appointment. I would urge the Society, which is the beneficiary of State funding — both directly
and indirectly — to make further substantial progress in this area so as to ensure that its
corporate governance standards meets what would be regarded as acceptable for an organis-
ation of the calibre of the Red Cross. With this in mind, I have arranged to meet with the
Chairman of the Society shortly. Officials from my Department have met regularly with the
Irish Red Cross in recent months and will continue to do so. Officials have also met with the
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and in this regard I believe
that an overriding principle must be to ensure that any legislative changes made have the full
support of the International Federation.

Defence Forces Recruitment

58. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Defence when the Defence Forces will
be recruiting again; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17025/11]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Recruitment to the Permanent Defence Force
was suspended in late 2008 pending a review of the best means by which to achieve the
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reduction of 3% in payroll costs that had been applied, in common with other areas of the
public service, to the Defence Forces. The present position is that, within the context of consoli-
dating the public finances, the Government is focused firmly on maintaining the operational
efficiency of the Defence Forces. To this end, targeted recruitment was carried out in 2010 and
2011. The Military Authorities have advised that to the end of May 2011 a total of 265 General
Service Recruits have been enlisted. There are no plans for further general service recruitment
to the Permanent Defence Force at this time.

There will be an intake of 30 cadets from the Cadetship Competition in 2011 and a number
of technical appointments will also be filled.

With the support of the Chief of Staff and within the resources available, I intend to retain
the capacity of the organisation to operate effectively across all roles while contributing to the
necessary public service economies. I am advised that at this time the Defence Forces retain
the capacity to undertake the tasks laid down by Government both at home and overseas.

Defence Forces Equipment

59. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Defence his plans to introduce a Bill
listing the types of weaponry the Defence Forces are prohibited from using or facilitating the
use of and the list of weaponry he plans to include in this list; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [17249/11]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): There are no plans to introduce a Bill along
the lines suggested by the Deputy. Ireland’s policy on disarmament and non-proliferation of
weapons which is primarily a matter for the Minister for Foreign Affairs advocates the total
elimination of nuclear weapons and the prevention of nuclear weapons capability, a complete
ban on the use of cluster munitions, greater controls on the trade in small arms and light
weapons and the implementation and strengthening of treaties banning the use, stockpiling,
production and transfer of chemical and biological weapons. The equipment, including ord-
nance and weapons, held by the Defence Forces is acquired to maintain the capability of the
Defence Forces to deliver effective services across all the roles assigned by Government, at
home and overseas. The weaponry used by the Defence Forces for training and operational
purposes complies with all international conventions. The primary purpose for such equipment
is the protection of personnel, particularly on overseas missions.

Search and Rescue Service

60. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Defence the extent to which adequate
resources and facilities are available to the Navy and Air Corps to facilitate the fullest possible
extent of air sea rescue and coastal surveillance activity; if he intends to enhance such activity
and procedure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17264/11]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Irish Coast Guard has overall responsibility
for the provision of maritime search and rescue services within the Irish search and rescue
region. In accordance with the roles assigned to them in the White Paper on Defence, the Air
Corps and the Naval Service are committed to providing support to the civil authorities includ-
ing in relation to search and rescue. In this regard, the Air Corps and the Naval Service provide
support to the Coast Guard as the need arises and within their available capabilities. A Service
Level Agreement is in place with the Irish Coast Guard which sets out the search and rescue
assistance that the Air Corps and Naval Service can provide, within their capabilities, to the
Coast Guard. The provision of assistance during mountain rescue operations and fixed wing
top cover by the Air Corps Casa aircraft to Coast Guard helicopters is included in the agree-
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ment. Assistance that is provided by the Naval Service to the Coast Guard during maritime
search and rescue and recovery operations is also covered in the SLA.

In relation to coastal surveillance activity, the Naval Service operates eight general purpose
patrol ships. All eight ships are involved in coastal and offshore patrolling and surveillance for
the State in that part of the seas where State jurisdiction applies.

The primary day-to-day tasking of the Naval Service is to provide a fishery protection service
in accordance with the State’s obligations as a member of the European Union. However, as
the need arises, Naval Service vessels are deployed to other duties such as aid to the civil
power, search and rescue or recovery, and drug interdiction operations.

The current Exclusive Fishery Limits, or the Irish Exclusive Economic Zone, extend to 200
miles offshore and cover an area of 132,000 nautical square miles. The Naval Service currently
patrols the entire 200 mile limit and periodically patrols beyond these limits to protect specific
fisheries. The Naval Service is committed to having at least three vessels on patrol within the
Irish Exclusive Economic Zone at any one time. All vessels are multi-tasked in the sense that
they also undertake general surveillance, security and other duties while on patrol. A contract
was placed last year for the provision of two new Offshore Patrol Vessels (OPVs) for the Naval
Service, each of which will be almost 90 metres in length. The acquisition of these larger vessels
will ensure that the Service can continue to carry out all its taskings in increasingly difficult
and dangerous sea conditions in the Atlantic. Preparations for their construction have com-
menced at Appledore in the UK and the first vessel is scheduled for delivery in early 2014.
The second new vessel will follow one year later.

The Naval Service intends to further enhance its surveillance capabilities by utilizing both
the Coast Guard’s Automatic Identification System (AIS) and Long Range Identification and
Tracking (LRIT) system which identifies merchant shipping in and approaching Irish waters.

The two Air Corps Casa aircraft also have an important surveillance capability which offers
aerial assistance to the Naval Service in patrolling the Exclusive Economic Zone. These aircraft
both underwent mid-life upgrades which were completed in 2008 at a cost of €16.5m. The
upgrades included the fitting of state of the art surveillance and communication equipment.

I am satisfied that both the Air Corps and Navy have the necessary resources to meet all
their operational requirements including the provision of search and rescue assistance to the
Coast Guard and surveillance taskings.

Severe Weather Events

61. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Defence if he has satisfied himself with
the level of support available to the Defence Forces to deal with severe weather emergencies;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17026/11]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Whilst the Defence Forces are not a Principal
Response Agency, as defined in the Framework for Major Emergency Management, they
provide assistance in an Aid to the Civil Authority (ATCA) role under the multi-agency Frame-
work. Representation on the Government Task Force, by both my Department and the
Defence Forces, ensures the fullest coordination and cooperation with the appropriate lead
Department in the event of an emergency. The Defence Forces are also members of eight
Regional Working Groups that have been established under the Framework in order to
coordinate the work of the Principal Response Agencies. Furthermore, on an ongoing basis,
designated members of the Defence Forces, based around the country, act as Liaison Officers
to Local Authorities and I am satisfied that this arrangement works well locally.
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The various procedures that are in place, both nationally and locally, were seen to operate
very effectively recently as the Defence Forces responded to all requests for assistance received
from the civil authorities during the recent period of severe weather which ran from 27
November to 26 December 2010.

During this period, all assets, resources and capabilities of the Defence Forces nationally
were made available to the Task Force, and its Inter Agency Coordination Committee, for the
purpose of providing assistance where it was not possible for other agencies and organisations
to respond.

The Inter Agency Coordination Committee, which met almost daily throughout the emer-
gency, requested that, strategically, the Defence Forces would concentrate its support effort on
the Health Service Executive, mainly in relation to mobility tasks. Approximately 70% of all
ATCA operations conducted by the Defence Forces were in support of the HSE. This proved
to be a very effective approach as transport was provided to HSE staff such as palliative care
and community nurses visiting patients and in the transport of health workers, particularly
doctors and nurses, to their place of work and, indeed, between hospitals as the need arose.

Assistance was also provided to those involved in the delivery of meals on wheels whilst
focused ice and snow clearing operations were also carried out throughout the country; with
particular efforts being made to maintain the safety of public infrastructure and key transport
hubs.

Overall, I believe that the response of the Defence Forces proved to be extremely effective.

Commemorative Events

62. Deputy Seán Kyne asked the Taoiseach the position regarding plans to set up a 1916
centenary committee; and if local groups and organisations can register an interest in holding
an official centenary celebration. [17022/11]

65. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Taoiseach the steps he has taken to broaden the 1916
Centenary Committee beyond current and former members of the Dáil and Seanad and to
ensure that it is all Ireland in nature; if the committee has met and when will it next meet.
[17504/11]

The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 62 and 65 together.

The arrangements for the preparation of the centenary commemorative framework will be
announced shortly.

These arrangements will provide an opportunity for the views and suggestions of all
interested persons and bodies in Ireland and abroad to be considered.

It is expected that there will be many Independence related commemorative initiatives organ-
ised on a sectoral, local and regional basis in the coming years, which could be included in the
national programme where appropriate.

Ministerial Travel

63. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Taoiseach the rate of travel expense that is mileage paid
for use of his private cars; the rate of subsistence payments and any other allowances available
to him and his Ministers of State in the course if their appointment; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [17246/11]

The Taoiseach: I have been supplied with a Garda car under the Ministerial transport scheme
and do not use a private car for official purposes. Department of Finance Circular 07/2009:
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Motor Travel and Subsistence Rates sets out the subsistence rates that can be claimed by all
Departmental Staff, including myself and the Ministers of State assigned to my Department.

Departmental Staff

64. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach the number of personnel by which he
has reduced his Department; the way in which he has transformed his Department to the
equivalent of a Cabinet office that oversees the delivery of the Programme for Govern-
ment. [17385/11]

The Taoiseach: At the beginning of this year, there were 189 staff employed in my Depart-
ment. Following the transfer of sections and posts in my Department which had been engaged
in work which now comes within the responsibility of the Department of Public Enterprise and
Reform, together with support staff and other reductions, the total number of staff serving in
my Department is now 160.

There will be further restructuring of my Department following the forthcoming appointment
to a new Second Secretary General post.

Question No. 65 answered with Question No. 62.

Public Service Contracts

66. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Taoiseach the value per Government agency of con-
tracts issued outsourcing IT services for 2010 and 2011; of those contracts issued, the number
of sub-contracts and sub-sub-contracts issued as a condition of the original contract issued and
if the information will be broken down on a per contract basis per government agency.
[18181/11]

The Taoiseach: The National Economic and Social Development Office (NESDO) is the
only state agency under the aegis of my Department. The value of contracts issued by NESDO
in 2010 and 2011 outsourcing IT services is summarised in the following table:

Service Year Amount Sub Contracted

Managed IT Support Service Agreement 2010 €38,517.75 No

Citrix Xen Desktop Deployment and 2010 €45,597.64 No
Installation

Managed IT Support Service Agreement 2011* €17,055.38 No

*Covers first two quarters of 2011

Departmental Agencies

67. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach if he will provide the following infor-
mation regarding each of the State agencies (details supplied), namely, the total number of
staff and their respective job titles; the total number of board members and their respective
remuneration packages; the total annual wage bill for each agency and the total annual amount
of central funding provided to each agency. [18192/11]

The Taoiseach: The National Economic and Social Development Office (NESDO) is the
only state agency under the aegis of my Department. The information requested by the Deputy
in relation to NESDO is as follows:
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The NESDO, which includes the National Economic and Social Council (NESC), has 20
staff (18.4 whole time equivalents).

The respective job titles are as follows:

1 Director NESC/Chief Officer NESDO;

1 Senior Economist;

3 Senior Policy Analysts;

2 Economists;

5 Policy Analysts;

1 Head of Administration;

1 Higher Executive Office;

4 Executive Officers;

2 Clerical Officers.

The total annual wage bill for NESDO in 2011 will be in the region of €1.8m. The total
allocation to NESDO in 2011 from my Department’s Vote is €2.325m.

The membership of the Board of the NESDO comprises the Chairperson and Deputy Chair-
person of NESC. There are 33 members on the NESC. Members do not receive any remuner-
ation in relation to their roles on the Board/Council.

Passport Applications

68. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
the position regarding a passport application in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin
3. [17005/11]

73. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade the position regarding an application for a passport in respect of a person (details
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17081/11]

79. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if
he will review an application in respect of a person (details supplied). [17365/11]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I propose
to take Questions Nos. 68, 73 and 79 together.

A passport application for the person in question was submitted in May, 2011. In accordance
with the provisions of the Passports Act, 2008, this Department must be satisfied that an appli-
cant is an Irish citizen before issuing him with a passport.

As the applicant was born in the State in February, 2011 her entitlement to Irish citizenship
is governed by Section 6A of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act, 1956, as amended (the
1956 Act). The 1956 Act provides that a person, who is born in the State on or after 1 January,
2005 and does not have a parent who is either an Irish or British citizen or otherwise entitled
to reside in the State or Northern Ireland without restriction, may claim citizenship by birth in
the State (and thereby establish eligibility for a passport) only where a parent has been lawfully
resident in the State for three of the four years preceding the birth of the child.

This Department assesses such applications in line with guidelines provided by the Depart-
ment of Justice and Equality, which is responsible for matters of citizenship and immigration.
In accordance with these guidelines, the proofs of lawful residence, which are accepted and
considered in connection with passport applications, are immigration stamps in passports or
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the registration cards/books which are given to persons registering with the Garda National
Immigration Bureau. These are official documents, which can be objectively verified and are
relied on by the Department in the processing of passport applications.

In line with the requirements of the 1956 Act, the lawful residence in the State of the appli-
cant’s father in the four year period preceding his daughter’s date of birth was examined. Based
on the evidence of immigration stamps in his passport, the total amount of reckonable residence
did not meet with the statutory requirement of three years. It should be noted that, in accord-
ance with the guidelines of the Department of Justice and Equality, residence in Ireland in
relation to permissions to stay in the State for studying is not reckonable for the purposes of
the 1956 Act. Any period of the father’s residence, which has been authorised by immigration
authorities for study, was therefore, excluded from the Department’s calculation. As the child’s
entitlement to Irish citizenship had not been demonstrated in accordance with the guidelines
of the Department of Justice and Equality, this Department could not issue a passport to her.

The Department wrote to the applicant’s parents on 30 April, 2011 and again on 16 June
2011 to explain this decision. Moreover, the parents were asked to submit immigration details
in respect of the mother to see if she had the required amount of reckonable residence. Unfor-
tunately, no reply has been received from them.

In light of the above, I regret to inform you that, as the applicant’s entitlement to Irish
citizenship has still not been demonstrated in accordance with the Department of Justice and
Equality’s guidelines, this Department remains unable to issue a passport to the person in
question at this time.

Citizenship Applications

69. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade the procedure to be followed in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 3,
whose application for residency has been refused and who wishes to apply for a passport for
their child; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17024/11]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The Pass-
ports Act, 2008 requires that a person must be an Irish citizen before a passport can be issued
to him/her. Evidence of that person’s entitlement to Irish citizenship must be provided with
his/her passport application. Under the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act, 1956, as amended,
(1956 Act) persons born in the State after 1 January 2005, where neither parent is an Irish or
British citizen or otherwise entitled to reside without restriction in the State or in Northern
Ireland, may claim citizenship by birth in the State (and thereby establish eligibility for a
passport) only where a parent has been lawfully resident in the State for three years of the
four years preceding their birth.

Section 6B(2) of the 1956 Act makes particular provision for nationals of EU Member States
who by making a declaration concerning their residence in the island of Ireland for three of
the four years immediately preceding the child’s birth will be regarded as having resided in the
island of Ireland in respect of the declared periods for purposes of the 1956 Act, unless the
contrary is proved. All declarations must be supported by evidence of residence such as tax
certificates, bank statements etc.

In the case raised by the Deputy , however, we do not have sufficient information to give
clear guidelines as to the entitlement to an Irish passport. If the Deputy wishes to provide
these, we would be happy to provide further advice.
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Ministerial Responsibilities

70. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
the specific roles and responsibilities of the Ministers of State in his Department. [17055/11]

71. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
the level of participation and responsibility of each Minister of State in his Department in
relation to attendance at Ministerial Councils for which he has responsibility since the forma-
tion of the Government; if he will list all such meetings which have taken place and the Minister
in attendance at each meeting [17061/11]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): I propose
to take Questions Nos. 70 and 71 together.

There are two Ministers of State at my Department — Minister of State Lucinda Creighton
T.D. and Minister of State Jan O Sullivan T.D. Minister of State Creighton, appointed to both
the Department of the Taoiseach and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, has special
responsibility for European Affairs. She plays an active role in engaging with partners in EU
member States and the European institutions. She deputises for me on matters relating to the
EU agenda when necessary, including in the context of Foreign Affairs Council and General
Affairs Council meetings. She also plays a key role in coordinating the Government’s handling
of EU issues, including through chairing the Interdepartmental Coordinating Committee on
European Affairs and the Interdepartmental Coordinating Committee on the Presidency.

I have responsibility for representing Ireland at the Foreign Affairs Council and the General
Affairs Council. On occasions when I have not been able to do so, Ireland has been represented
by Minister of State Creighton. Since the formation of the Government she has represented
Ireland at the General Affairs Council meetings on 21 March, 13 April, 23 May and 21 June;
and at the Foreign Affairs Council meetings on 21 March and 23 May.

Minister of State O’Sullivan is Minister of State for Trade and Development at my Depart-
ment. This role includes responsibility for the Government’s Overseas Development Aid prog-
ramme, Irish Aid, which is managed by my Department. Ireland’s aid programme is inter-
nationally recognised as one of the best in the world and has as its overall focus the reduction
of poverty with an emphasis on hunger and related areas. The aid programme also responds
to humanitarian emergencies and development assistance is delivered through a range of part-
nerships including local and national authorities, communities, NGOs and international part-
ners such as the UN system.

Minister of State O’Sullivan has also been assigned responsibility for Trade. As the Deputy
will be aware, my Department now has an enhanced role in trade promotion and I will be fully
supported in this by the Minister of State. In particular, she will be working with me in the
Export Trade Council, which I will chair and which will be established shortly. The Council
will bring together Government Departments, the State Agencies and representatives of the
private sector with experience of the export sector. Both the Minister of State and I will lead
trade missions as appropriate. We will work closely together to develop the key contribution
of Ireland’s Embassy network to the export-led growth essential to economic recovery. I can
assure the Deputy that Minister O’Sullivan has already been actively engaged in economic and
trade work in the course of a number of overseas visits, including to Turkey, the United Arab
Emirates and most recently to Africa.

In relation to Minister of State O’Sullivan’s attendance as Ministerial Councils, twice a year,
usually in May and November, the Foreign Affairs Council meetings include a session on
development, which is attended by Member States’ Development Ministers. Minister of State
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O’Sullivan attended the development segment of the May 2011 Foreign Affairs Council which
was held in Brussels on 24 May. The next development cooperation session of the Foreign
Affairs Council is scheduled for 10 November 2011.

Both Ministers also undertake other Departmental duties, at my request, as the need arises.

Trade Missions

72. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
if he will be leading any trade missions to Japan in 2011; his plans to increase trade to Japan;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17077/11]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Trade mis-
sions are a valuable support to Irish business in developing exports to markets abroad. The Export
Trade Council, which will be established shortly and which I will chair, will consider the overall
programme of trade missions. It will also monitor implementation of the Government’s Trade
Strategy under which Japan has been identified as one of the priority markets. The Ambassador
in Tokyo chairs a local market team which brings together the relevant State Agencies focussed
on developing further our trading and investment links with Japan. The Government attaches great
importance to developing our trade and economic links with all of our Asian partners. In this
context, I hope to attend the annual meeting of Asia Pacific Ireland Business Forum (APIBF) in
Seoul, Korea on 14 October 2011. While it will not be possible to schedule a full trade mission to
Japan before the end of 2011, I hope to visit Tokyo en route to the APIBF meeting and to have
a number of meetings there focussed on trade and economic issues.

Question No. 73 answered with Question No. 68.

Consular Services

74. Deputy John Lyons asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the
contact he has had with the Russian authorities regarding the security arrangements for Irish
fans attending the Ireland/Russia match on 6 September in Moscow; if, in view of incidents in
September 2002, when a number of Irish fans were attacked in the city, if he will be issuing
travel advice to fans who intend to go to the match; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [17128/11]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The Consu-
lar Section of my Department has a long standing arrangement whereby it meets with officials
from the FAI to discuss any concerns that there may be in regard to the safety and welfare of
Irish fans travelling to away games. Our Embassies will generally provide a consular presence
at the match venue and they take part in discussions surrounding the logistical and security
arrangements for same. Officials from the Embassy in Moscow, who are in close liaison with
my Department’s Consular Division, met with representatives of the Football Association of
Ireland (FAI) in Moscow to discuss preparations for the Ireland-Russia match scheduled to
take place there on 6 September 2011, at the Luzhniki Stadium. These FAI representatives
have, in turn, met with representatives of the Russian football federation, staff at the Luzhniki
Stadium and other relevant bodies.

Comprehensive travel advice is prepared for all Irish away games and this will be issued
nearer to the match. The advice will be posted on the Department’s website and distributed
through the FAI and travel agents. This advice will include lessons drawn from the experiences
of fans in 2002 and at other important international matches played in Moscow and other cities
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over the intervening period. Further contacts with relevant authorities in the Russian Feder-
ation will take place in the coming weeks and officials from our Embassy in Moscow will take
care that the authorities are aware of our concern that appropriate arrangements be in place
to ensure that the travelling fans are able to enjoy a great sporting occasion, without having
concerns for their safety or wellbeing.

OSCE Presidency

75. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade in
relation to Ireland’s presidency of the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe
in 2012, if it is expected that a committee or sub-committee will be established to oversee the
presidency. [17135/11]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): As Minister
for Foreign Affairs and Trade, I will be the Chairperson-in-Office (CiO) for the duration of
our chairmanship and will bear overall responsibility for the executive action of the organis-
ation and the co-ordination of its activities. My officials have been working on preparations for
the OSCE chairmanship since last summer and, to this end, a dedicated OSCE Task Force was
established in my Department in October. This is likely to number approximately 15 officials,
with a similar number working at Ireland’s Permanent Mission to the OSCE in Vienna. The
OSCE’s activities cover a broad spectrum of activities and I want to ensure that all our govern-
ment Departments are in a position to contribute to, and gain from, our chairmanship. To this
end, an Inter-Departmental meeting took place earlier this year and regular consultations have
been held with officials from other government Departments, who will be able to contribute
relevant expertise over the course of Ireland’s chairmanship. With regard to the Houses of the
Oireachtas, I would expect that the Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs will discuss OSCE
developments in the course of its work.

The OSCE remains a cornerstone of peace, security and prosperity in Europe and I look
forward greatly to the challenge of providing its political leadership next year.

Human Rights Issues

76. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
if the situation in Bahrain was discussed at the meeting of European Foreign Ministers this
week; if conclusions were agreed on this matter; and the steps the EU will now take to push
for an end to the military trials of doctors and ongoing suppression of fundamental human
rights in Bahrain. [17142/11]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): The human
rights situation in Bahrain was not discussed at the Foreign Affairs Council on 20 June but it
was raised at last week’s European Council on 23-24 June which the Taoiseach attended.
Ireland succeeded at the European Council in having the current unsatisfactory human rights
situation in Bahrain addressed in the formal conclusions adopted, with the final agreed Declar-
ation expressing the European Council’s concern about the process surrounding the trials and
sentencing of opposition members in Bahrain and encouraging Bahrain to ensure full respect
for human rights and fundamental freedoms. The Taoiseach spoke about the situation in Bah-
rain at the European Council and in support of the efforts led by Ireland to include such a
reference in the final Declaration. I have already made clear on a number of occasions, includ-
ing in this House, my own deep concern and that of the Irish Government and people at the
current human rights situation in Bahrain. This includes condemning the severity of the life
sentences imposed on a number of human rights activists in Bahrain last week, including Mr.
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Abdulhadi Al Khawaja, the former coordinator for the Irish NGO, Frontline. I believe these
harsh sentences should be revoked and all those who are charged with nothing more than
peaceful protest should be released without further delay.

Ireland’s concerns are also shared by EU Partners with the Foreign Affairs Council on 23
May having also adopted strong conclusions calling for the fair and transparent administration
of justice and access for independent observers to ongoing legal proceedings, including in cases
involving charges against medical professionals. The need for Bahrain to ensure full respect for
human rights and fundamental freedoms, and its accountability regarding allegations of human
rights violations including reported cases of torture and ill-treatment, was also underlined in
the Council’s Conclusions.

The EU has also formally raised its concerns directly with the Bahraini authorities in Man-
ama on 15 May and again on 19 June regarding the human rights situation and the repressive
actions taken against medical staff. With regard to the trials of the medical staff, the EU made
clear that it was troubled that civilians were being tried in circumstances closely resembling
those of military courts and urged the Bahraini authorities to respect the medical personnel’s
right to a fair trial and permit EU representatives and international or domestic organisations
to observe the trials. The EU also requested the Bahraini authorities to carry out a full investi-
gation of alleged and documented human rights abuses committed during the past months,
whomever the perpetrator, and immediately release all political prisoners. The EU also raised
the case of Mr Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja, prior to his sentencing, at Ireland’s request.

Bilaterally, we have also made our views known in the fullest terms to the Bahraini auth-
orities. The Irish Ambassador in Riyadh met on 20 June with his Bahraini counterpart to
inform him of the Government’s deep concerns and to request the Ambassador to convey
immediately to his authorities our view that all those who are charged with nothing more than
peaceful protest should be released without further delay. Ireland will continue to raise human
rights in Bahrain, both bilaterally and in coordination with our EU partners, at all appro-
priate occasions.

Ministerial Travel

77. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the
rate of travel expense that is mileage paid for use of his private cars; the rate of subsistence
payments and any other allowances available to him and his Ministers of State in the course if
their appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17241/11]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): There are
two Ministers of State attached to my Department who are entitled to motor mileage allowance
in respect of the use of their cars on travel related to their office. The applicable mileage rates
are set by the Department of Finance. The current rates are as follows:

Official Motor Engine Capacity up Engine Capacity Engine capacity Engine capacity
Travel in a to 1200cc 1201cc to 1500cc 1501cc to 2000cc 2001cc and over

calendar year

0-4,000 miles 62.94 cent 74.42 cent 95.05 cent 114.06 cent

4,001 miles up to 34.13 cent 38.00 cent 45.79 cent 54.95 cent
maximum limit of
60,000 miles

Subsistence allowances are also set by the Department of Finance. The current overnight sub-
sistence allowance for domestic travel for Ministers and Ministers of State is €72.66 plus the
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vouched cost of a hotel room (including tax and up to 15% service charge). The current day
rates are €33.61 (for travel of more than 10 hours) and €13.71 (for travel of 5 to 10 hours).

Where Ministers or Ministers of State travel abroad they may claim the vouched cost of a
hotel room and up to 15% service charge plus the applicable A civil service conference rate
for the destination in question increased by 1/3, with the exception of the USA and Canada,
where it is increased by 1/2.

There are no other allowances currently payable by my Department in respect of Ministers
and Ministers of State.

Trade Missions

78. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the
progress made in developing a programme of intensified Taoiseach led trade missions.
[16161/11]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): Trade mis-
sions are a valuable support to Irish business in developing exports to markets abroad. This is
particularly the case in countries where government-to-government contacts are a prerequisite
for doing business. The Export Trade Council, which will be established shortly and which I
will chair, will consider the overall programme of trade missions including those to be led by
the Taoiseach. I understand that the Taoiseach hopes to lead a Trade Mission to China later
this year subject to agreement with the Chinese authorities on suitable dates. Contacts in this
regard are continuing through our Embassy in Beijing.

Question No. 79 answered with Question No. 68.

Passport Applications

80. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
the number of passports issued in 2008, 2009, 2010 and to date in 2011; the amount of revenue
collected by issuing passports in 2008, 2009, 2010 and to date in 2011 in tabular form; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [17497/11]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore): A break-
down of passports issued and total passport income is appended for the years 2008-2010 and
2011 year to date.

Year Passports Issued Passport Income

2008 576,617 €29,721,000

2009 572,783 €31,872,000

2010 603,753 €33,122,000

2011 to 24 June 300,319 €18,499,000

81. Deputy Tom Barry asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the
current waiting time for processing a passport application. [17513/11]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore) (Deputy
Eamon Gilmore): Due to a surge in demand, the turnaround time for passport applications
received through the Passport Express service is between 11 and 14 working days. It normally
takes 10 working days. The Passport Express service is available for passport applications
lodged in Ireland only. Notice of the current extended turnaround time and its likely duration
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has been published on the Passport Service website www.passport.ie since 18 April 2011. The
Passport Office has also informed An Post so that customers can be advised of the situation at
the point of application.

Applications made by ordinary post do not have a guaranteed turnaround service and are
currently taking over 6 weeks to be processed.

During the peak summer period, application processing times can lengthen for all passport
applications. In such circumstances, priority continues to be given to applications made through
the Passport Express Service. The Passport Service regrets the delay and any difficulties caused
in this regard. Measures have been taken with the recruitment of temporary staff and the use
of overtime to return current turnaround times back to standard service levels at the earliest
opportunity.

Public Service Contracts

82. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade
the value per Government agency of contracts issued outsourcing IT services for 2010 and
2011; of those contracts issued, the number of sub-contracts and sub-sub-contracts issued as a
condition of the original contract issued and if the information will be broken down on a per
contract basis per government agency. [18176/11]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore) (Deputy
Eamon Gilmore): There are no State Agencies operating under the aegis of my Department.

State Agencies

83. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade if he will provide the following information regarding each of the State agencies (details
supplied), namely, the total number of staff and their respective job titles; the total number of
board members and their respective remuneration packages; the total annual wage bill for each
agency and the total annual amount of central funding provided to each agency. [18188/11]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Eamon Gilmore) (Deputy
Eamon Gilmore): There are no State Agencies operating under the aegis of my Department,
and accordingly none of the bodies associated with my Department listed in the details pro-
vided fall into that category.

Public Service Reform

84. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance the new skills and rigour
he has to date brought into policy making across all Departments as committed to in the
Programme for Government and if he has not, as yet, the way he intends to do so into the
future. [17387/11]

85. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance the measures by which
Departments, from Ministers down, are more accountable at every level as committed to in
the Programme for Government; if he will detail the consequences for success and or failure
of implementing the measures for each departmental level of responsibility. [17388/11]

87. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance the measures he has
implemented to strengthen corporate governance legislation and enforcement as committed to
in the Programme for Government. [17390/11]
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88. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance the date on which the
Legislative Reform Unit will conclude its work in fast tracking the Whistleblowers’ Act and
restoration of Freedom of Information and in turn when may Dáil Éireann expect legislation
on both to be completed. [17392/11]

122. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance the mechanisms he has
put in place to improve performance and deal with persistent under performance in the public
sector as committed to in the Programme for Government. [17377/11]

123. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance the external standards
and benchmarks he has put in place to improve performance and deal with persistent under
performance in the public sector as committed to in the Programme for Government.
[17378/11]

124. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide tangible
examples of the way he has devolved more power to public servants as committed to in the
Programme for Government. [17379/11]

125. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance the numbers of experts in
change management he has brought into the public service from outside as committed to in
the Programme for Government. [17380/11]

126. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance the actions he has taken
to provide key information on the performance of key services to citizens as committed to in
the Programme for Government. [17381/11]

129. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance the measures he has put
in place to deliver a more strategic centre at the heart of Government to confront and break
up damaging concentrations of power as committed to in the Programme for Government.
[17384/11]

131. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance the measures he has put
in place to ensure there will be no more golden handshakes for public servants that have failed
to deliver as committed to in the Programme for Government. [17391/11]

133. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if he has introduced a
reformed incentive scheme for all grades within core Government Departments to reward cross
departmental teams that deliver audited improvements in service delivery and cost effective-
ness; and if he will outline the incentive scheme and the Departments that are considered
core. [17394/11]

134. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance the measures he has
implemented to rationalise core processes that are duplicated across the public service and the
processes he considers core. [17395/11]

137. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance the criteria he will apply
to deem the opening up the delivery of public services to a range of providers as committed to
in the Programme for Government; and the public services to which he refers. [17400/11]

138. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance when the new freedoms
to be given to schools, hospitals and other public bodies as committed to in the Programme
for Government will be implemented; and the nature of these freedoms. [17401/11]

771



Questions— 28 June 2011. Written Answers

139. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if work has begun on the
reconfiguration project of Government service websites, public offices, telephone services and
helplines to facilitate access to a broad range of Government services through a single point of
contact; the Government Department that is overseeing the work; and if he will provide a full
list of Departments and service that will be included in the final single point of contact.
[17402/11]

140. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance the way the new perform-
ance and development system scheme for civil service staff operates as committed to in the
Programme for Government. [17403/11]

141. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance the way the staff recognit-
ion schemes operate as committed to in the Programme for Government. [17404/11]

142. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance the barriers he has
removed to increase mobility across the public service as committed to in the Programme for
Government. [17405/11]

143. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if he has created a new
tier of senior public service management structures rotating senior officials across the public
sector as committed to in the Programme for Government; and if so, the number of senior
public servants that populate the new tier. [17406/11]

144. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance the date by which the
review of the grading structure of the civil and public service will be completed as committed
to in the Programme for Government. [17407/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 84, 85, 87,
88, 122 to 126, inclusive, 129, 131, 133, 134 and 137 to 144, inclusive, together.

As outlined in the Programme for Government, this Government is committed to the most
ambitious programme of Public Service Reform since the foundation of the State. This will
take place in tandem with an equally significant programme of constitutional, political and
institutional reform. We want to ensure that there is a fundamental change in democratic and
public governance, and a dramatic change in the cost efficiency and methods of delivery of
public services. It is clear that notwithstanding developments to-date, the cost of delivering
public services must be reduced further, with fewer staff and tighter budgets, and that the
Public Service must become better integrated and more customer-focused, as well as being
leaner and more efficient.

A key element of our strategy to bring about real and lasting change in the Public Service is
the establishment of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. This is an innovative
development which reinforces the importance attached to delivering on the Public Service
reform agenda, and the role which this Government believes a streamlined and high performing
Public Service can play in our national recovery. The Bill to formally establish the Department
is expected to complete all stages in the Dáil and Seanad by the end of this week.

The Government wants to make progress on this issue quickly and detailed implementation
plans are being developed at present which will encompass the commitments to Public Service
reform in the Programme for Government, including those which are the subject of these
Parliamentary Questions. The focus is on the key actions now required and how they will
be implemented to ensure that substantive and tangible change is delivered within clearly
defined timeframes.
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Public Expenditure

86. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance the criteria by which a
Department will decide that an agency board is to be abolished. [17389/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government is committed to examining
all aspects of public expenditure under the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure with a view
to ensuring where state programmes do continue that all resources are used in the optimum
manner to deliver services to citizens. One aspect of this review will be the rationalisation of
state agencies. The Government expects that this will go beyond simply abolishing agencies
and also consider issues such as how existing agencies might be reformed, how functions might
be reallocated among them, and how different bodies — within or beyond individual Ministers’
remit — might be brought together on a repurposed, streamlined basis. The Special Group on
Public Service Numbers and Expenditure Programmes, in its Report of July 2009, set out a
number of guiding principles that should in its view inform the Government’s approach to
agency rationalisation. Taking account of these principles and developing them in light of the
Government’s priorities, the key principles to which the Government will have regard in this
overall context are as follows:

1. Citizen focus: The relationship between citizens and the State is the key relationship in
any democratic society. Proposals should respect and enhance this relationship, in particular
by ensuring that agencies are designed to deliver quality public services, and to contribute
effectively to the business of public administration whether directly or via their parent
Department.

2. Policy formulation: In the Irish system of public administration, Government Departments
are and should be the primary locus of public policy formulation, evaluation and analysis.
Policy evaluation and advisory functions should not, as a general rule, be carried on by external
State-funded agencies. Specialist advice and consultancy may be availed of from time to time
by Government Departments, subject to the tightened Government strictures on the budgets
for external consultancies.

3. Specialist agencies: Decisions should take into account whether it is appropriate that a
separate agency carry out particular functions in areas where specialist skills may be required,
and where independence in the performance of functions requires functional separation from
Government Departments.

4. Streamlining: Decisions should be cognisant of duplication, overlapping and similarities of
functions and roles of agencies, and the synergies from bringing together separate bodies within
cognate areas.

5. Service sharing: Even where bodies should remain separate from one another, or from a
‘parent’ Department, the possibility of sharing services, including back-office functions, should
be explored to the maximum extent possible.

6. Agency life cycle: Decisions should consider whether the goal for which an Agency was
originally established has been achieved (or has been found to be unachievable) and whether
the original objective remains relevant today having regard to developments in society, changes
in Government priorities, and the much more limited availability of resources.

7. Performance focus: Citizens are entitled to expect that every State agency has a clear
mandate, clear benchmarks for the level of services that they are expected to deliver with
their resources, and an appropriate governance structure that delivers accountability for results
and performance.
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8. Respect for staff interests: Finally, in relation to the staff employed in the various agencies,
the Government will abide by the commitments given in the Croke Park Agreement in con-
sidering and implementing specific agency rationalisation proposals, subject to the necessary
flexibilities, in particular on redeployment, being delivered.

Questions Nos. 87 and 88 answered with Question No. 84.

Financial Products

89. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance his views on State supported
financial institutions increasing interest rates on mortgages outside of European Central Bank
rate changes; his views that this is unfairly treating depositors over mortgage holders; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [16988/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The mortgage interest rates that financial
institutions operating in Ireland charge to customers are determined as a result of a commercial
decision by the institutions concerned. The interest rate charged to customers is determined by
a broad range of factors including European Central Bank base rates, deposit rates, market
funding costs, the competitive environment and an institution’s overall funding. A balance must
be maintained by the Government between support provided for individual banks and financial
service providers generally through the bank guarantee scheme, other financial support incen-
tives and broader public policy provisions, while at the same time ensuring that the day to day
running of these institutions has regard to competition, market conditions and the need to
develop stable commercial enterprises to meet the long term credit needs of households and
businesses in the Irish economy.

Tax Code

90. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his plans to introduce changes
to income tax rates, bands or credits, for 2012. [17011/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Programme for Government states that
as part of the Government’s fiscal strategy we will maintain the current rates of income tax
together with bands and credits. The Taoiseach recently reiterated this commitment.

Ministerial Responsibilities

91. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Finance the specific roles and
responsibilities of the Ministers of State in his Department. [17054/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Deputy Brian Hayes is serving as Minister
of State for Public Service Reform and the Office of Public Works at the Department of Public
Expenditure and Reform and Department of Finance. His role is to carry out the functions,
tasks and policies as agreed within his remit.

92. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Finance the level of participation and
responsibility of each Minister of State in his Department in relation to attendance at Minis-
terial Councils for which he has responsibility since the formation of the Government; if he
will list all such meetings which have taken place and the Minister in attendance at each meet-
ing [17065/11]
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Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Since I was appointed as Minister for Fin-
ance, there have been four months meetings of the Council of Economics and Finance Ministers
(Ecofin) in March, April, May and June. I have attended every one of these meetings. Usually
on the eve of the monthly Ecofin, the Eurogroup meets and again I have attended these
monthly meetings also. An extra Eurogroup meeting was called on 21 March to prepare the
discussion on the European Stability Mechanism (ESM) for the March European Council. I
also attended this meeting. While I was abroad on official business in the US, Mr. Brian Hayes,
Minister of State at the Department of Finance, attended a meeting of Ecofin on 14 June,
which was called to discuss Economic Governance proposals. This meeting was to discuss the
state of play on the so called “Six-Pack” of legislative changes designed to strengthen the
economic governance of the EU and to give a new mandate and political guidance, to the
Hungarian Presidency in its ongoing negotiation with the European Parliament. He also
attended a meeting of the Eurogroup on the same day.

The table below gives details of all meetings of EU Finance Ministers and Irish represen-
tation at them since the Government took office.

Meeting Title Attended By

14 Mar Eurogroup Minister for Finance

15 Mar Ecofin Minister for Finance

21 Mar EurogroupMinisterial meeting on the ESM Minister for Finance

8-9 Apr Informal Eurogroup/Ecofin Minister for Finance

16 May Eurogroup Minister for Finance

17 May Ecofin Minister for Finance

14 Jun Eurogroup & Ecofin Minister of State at the Department of Finance

19-20 Jun Eurogroup & Ecofin Ministerial meeting on Minister for Finance
the ESM

Oireachtas Payments

93. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a full list of all
payments and allowances paid to Members of the Government and the Oireachtas as of April
2011; the changes, if any, he plans to make to these payments and allowances; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [17144/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The answer to this PQ is set out in three
parts. Part 1 deals with salary payments to Ministers and Members of the Oireachtas. Part 2
deals with expense allowances for Ministers. Part 3 deals with allowances payable to Members
of the Oireachtas.

Part 1

1. The Government on 9 March, 2011 reduced the salary of An Taoiseach, Tánaiste, Mini-
ster’s of State and certain related Office Holders. The current rates of pay in respect of
Members of the Oireachtas and Ministerial and Parliamentary Office Holders are set out in
the table below.

Post March 2011 31 Dáil

TD €92,672

Senator €65,621

Taoiseach €107,328
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Post March 2011 31 Dáil

TD €92,672

Total €200,000
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Post March 2011 31 Dáil

Tánaiste €91,733

TD €92,672

Total €184,405

Minister €76,603

TD €92,672

Total €169,275

Ceann Comhairle €76,603

TD €92,672

Total €169,275

Attorney General €169,275

Minister of State €37,370

TD €92,672

Total €130,042

Leas Cheann Comhairle €37,370

TD €92,672

Total €130,042

Cathaoirleach €44,336

Senator €65,621

Total €109,957

Leas-Chathaoirleach €24,429

Senator €65,621

Total €90,050

Leader of the Seanad €19,439

Senator €65,621

Total €85,060

2. Independent Members of the Oireachtas are paid an Independent Party Leaders’ Allow-
ance provided for in the Oireachtas (Ministerial and Parliamentary Offices) Act, 1938 as
amended by the Oireachtas (Ministerial and Parliamentary Offices) (Amendment) Act, 2001.
The current rates are set out below.

Post Rate per annum

Independent TD €41,152

Independent Senator €23,383

3. Allowances in respect of certain Ministerial and Parliamentary positions (Party Whips and
Chairs of Oireachtas Committees, etc) are currently under review.
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Part 2

Expense Allowances Payable to Cabinet Ministers and Ministers of State

1.Travel Rates

Since 1 May 2011 Cabinet Minister with the exception of Taoiseach, Tánaiste and Minister
for Justice & Law Reform now use their own cars on official business. All Ministers are now
paid for official mileage up to 96,540 kilometres [or 60,000 miles] per annum. Ministers of
State have used their own cars on official business since 1984.

The travel rates payable depend on the car engine size and are as follows since 5 March
2009;

Rates per Kilometre

Official Motor Engine Capacity up Engine Capacity Engine Capacity Engine Capacity
Travel in a to 1200cc 1201cc to 1500cc 1501cc to 2000cc 2001cc and over

calendar year

Up to 6,437km 39.12 cent 46.25 cent 59.07 cent 70.89 cent

6,438km and over 21.22 cent 23.62 cent 28.46 cent 34.15 cent

Rates per Mile

Official Motor Engine Capacity up Engine Capacity Engine Capacity Engine Capacity
Travel in a to 1200cc 1201cc to 1500cc 1501cc to 2000cc 2001cc and over

calendar year

0-4,000 miles 62.94 cent 74.42 cent 95.05 cent 114.06 cent

4,001 miles & over 34.13 cent 38.00 cent 45.79 cent 54.95 cent

Ministers including Ministers of State may appoint two civilian drivers the salaries for
whom are paid by the Minister’s respective Department.

2. Subsistence

Ministers on official overnight business away from their home or HQ may claim the
vouched cost of a hotel room including tax and up to 15% service charge. They may also
claim an overnight subsistence allowance of €72.66 i.e. half the civil service Class A overnight
rate of €108.99, increased by one-third.

Where Ministers travel abroad including Northern Ireland they may claim for the vouched
cost of a hotel room and up to 15% service charge plus the civil service Class A conference
rate for the location increased by one third with the exception of the USA and Canada,
where it is increased by a half.

3. Representational Allowance

Where a Minister participates in a visit abroad an allowance of up to a maximum limit of
€190.46 may be claimed to cover additional costs that may arise such as, for example, the
purchase of a gift for the Minister’s counterpart.
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4. Parliamentary Standard Allowance [PSA]

Ministers receive the Public Representation Allowance [PRA] element of the Parliamen-
tary Standard Allowance. Under the PRA Ministers may claim an unvouched amount of
€12,000 per annum or a fully vouched amount up to €20,000 per annum. The purposes for
which this allowance may be used includes expenses related to constituency offices, mobile
phones, home telephones, newspaper advertising, distribution of leaflets, newsletters, con-
ferences and other engagements related to their duties as a public representative, hire of
rooms, replacement of equipment and web hosting and design.

Since the commencement of the PSA Minister’s departments are responsible for paying
the cost of telephones in Ministers’ constituency offices.

5. Dual Abode Allowance

Ministers cannot avail of the Travel and Accommodation element of the PSA which is
only payable to members of the Oireachtas. However, Ministers outside the Dublin area who
maintain second homes because of their official duties can claim an income tax deduction in
maintaining that second home as well as the annual mortgage repayment. The availability of
this allowance is determined by the Revenue Commissioners.

6. Secretarial Assistance to Ministers provided under the Parliamentary Standard Allowance

The secretarial assistance facilities available to Ministers are as follows:

(a) a fully vouched Secretarial Allowance of up to €41,092 annually; or

(b) a vouched secretarial allowance of up to €11,591, plus an unvouched annual
amount of €8,888.

7. Prepaid Envelopes

TDs, including Ministers, are entitled to 1,500 prepaid envelopes per month [18,000 per
annum]. Senators are entitled to 1,000 pre paid envelopes per month [12,000 per annum].

8. Entertainment Expenses

There are limits on what may be spent on official entertainment by Ministers and other
civil servants. For the Ministers the limits are as follows:

Occasion Host Limit per person

Dinner Minister €64.00

Lunch Minister €51.00

Reception Minister €13.00

9. Attorney General

An Attorney General who is not a member of the Oireachtas may claim a miscellaneous
expense allowance of €12,000 per annum.
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Part 3

Expense Allowances Payable to Members of the Oireachtas (TDs and Senators)

Oireachtas Members can avail of the Parliamentary Standard Allowance which has two
elements as follows:

• Travel and accommodation allowance and

• Public Representation Allowance.

10. Travel and Accommodation Allowance [TAA]

There is a single amount covering the costs of travel to/from Leinster House, overnights
where applicable and, in the case of TDs, constituency travel. The annual amounts vary
depending on the distance of a residence from Leinster House. As mentioned above Mini-
sters are not entitled to these payments.

11. TAA Amounts to be paid

Band Distance Deputies Annual Senators Annual Oireachtas Office
Number Holders Annual

Dublin Less than 25km €12,000 €7,000 €8,400

1 25km or more but less than 60km €28,106 €23,106 €24,457

2 60km or more but less than 90km €30,350 €25,350 €27,150

3 90km or more but less than 120km €31,850 €26,850 €28,950

4 120km or more but less than 150km €32,966 €27,966 €30,289

5 150km or more but less than 180km €33,350 €28,350 €30,750

6 180km or more but less than 210km €33,722 €28,722 €31,196

7 210km or more but less than 240km €34,094 €29,094 €31,643

8 240km or more but less than 270km €34,850 €29,850 €32,550

9 270km or more but less than 300km €35,594 €30,594 €33,443

10 300km or more but less than 330km €36,350 €31,350 €34,350

11 330km or more but less than 360km €37,106 €32,106 €35,257

12 360km or more €37,850 €32,850 €36,150

Public Representation Allowance [PRA]

12. Amounts to be paid under the PRA

TDs may receive an unvouched amount of €15,000 per annum or a fully vouched amount
up to €25,700 per annum. Senators have an unvouched amount of €9,250 per annum and a
vouched amount of up to €15,000 per annum.

13. Constituency Office Grant

TD’s including Ministers receive a one-off grant of €8,000 towards the cost of setting up a
constituency office. This grant is not payable to Senators.

14. Secretarial Assistance to TDs provided under the Parliamentary Standard Allowance

The secretarial assistance facilities available to TDs, apart from the Secretarial Assistant
provided by the Oireachtas Commission, IT and other equipment provided, are as follows:
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One of the following

(a) A Parliamentary Assistant employed by the member with the salary paid for by
the Oireachtas Commission; or

(b) a fully vouched Secretarial Allowance of up to €41,092 annually; or

(c) a vouched secretarial allowance of up to €11,591, plus an unvouched annual amount
of €8,888.

The vouched Secretarial Allowance may be used for work or service done or the employ-
ment of a temporary person.

15. Secretarial Assistance to Senators provided under the Parliamentary Standard Allowance

The secretarial assistance facilities available to Senators leaving aside IT and other equip-
ment provided are as follows:

One of the following:

(a) an additional 50% of a secretarial assistant employed by the member with the
salary paid for by the Oireachtas Commission. This gives the Senator a total of a full
time secretarial post; or

(b) a fully vouched annual amount of up to €20,546; or

(c) an unvouched Secretarial Allowance of €6,666 pa plus an additional 1
4 of a sec-

retarial assistant.

The vouched Secretarial Allowance may be used for work or service done or the employ-
ment of a temporary person.

16. Members of the Oireachtas are paid subsistence when they travel abroad on official
business at normal civil service rates.

17. Members of the Oireachtas attending the Parliamentary Assemblies may avail of the
following arrangements:

Organisation Subsistence

Parliamentary Assembly of the Hotel Accommodation costs plus A conference rate of subsistence
Council increased by 80% to cover an element for casual entertaining.

Parliamentary Assembly of the Hotel Accommodation costs plus A conference rate of subsistence
Western European Union increased by 60% to cover an element for casual entertaining.

Parliamentary Assembly of the Hotel Accommodation costs plus A conference rate of subsistence
OSCE increased by 60% to cover an element for casual entertaining.

Parliamentary Assembly of the Euro- Hotel Accommodation costs plus A conference rate
Med

Attendance at Inter Parliamentary Hotel Accommodation costs plus A conference rate of subsistence
Union Conferences increased by 60% to cover an element for casual entertaining.

Bi-lateral Visits Because such visits occur at the invitation of a foreign parliament, Members
travelling do not obtain subsistence as all their accommodation, meals and
transport costs are covered by the host Parliament. In this instance an
entertainment allowance is paid to Members at rates of 20% of the Class A
conference rate increased by 1/3.
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18. It is the position that a new Oireachtas expenses regime was introduced from 1 March
2010 and provides for a more rationalised system of expense payments.

Financial Products

94. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Finance his views on instructions issued by
a bank to a person (details supplied) to move from a tracker mortgage to interest only; his
further views that this is best practice from a State owned bank; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [17147/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As Minister for Finance I will not comment
on the particular circumstances of the case referred to by the Deputy. These are matters in the
first instance for the bank itself, the Central Bank of Ireland in its role as regulator and, should
the customer wish to make a complaint the Financial Services Ombudsman. The Consumer
Protection Code requires regulated entities to act honestly, fairly and professionally in the best
interests of their customers. Such entities must not recklessly, negligently or deliberately mis-
lead a customer as to the real or perceived advantages or disadvantages of any product or
service. In accordance with common rule 12 of the Consumer Protection Code “a regulated
entity must ensure that all information it provides to a consumer is clear and comprehensible,
and that key items are brought to the attention of the consumer. The method of presentation
must not disguise, diminish or obscure important information.”

In the case of a customer experiencing financial difficulties in meeting his/her mortgage
commitments or one who is concerned that he/she is in danger of going into financial diffi-
culties, mortgage lenders must comply with the requirements of the revised Code of Conduct
on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA) which came into effect on 1 January 2011. A lender must have
a Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process in place incorporating communication with borrowers,
financial information, assessment, resolution and appeals. In exploring all options for alterna-
tive repayment arrangements lenders must consider, inter alia, deferred payment, term exten-
sion, interest and partial capital payments and interest only arrangements. The CCMA states
that lenders “must not require the borrower to change from an existing tracker mortgage to
another mortgage type, as part of any alternative arrangement offered to the borrower”.

Ministerial Engagements

95. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details of
meetings he attended, including a list of the attendees, during his recent visit to the United
States; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17167/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): On my recent visit to New York and Wash-
ington, I had a series of economic, financial, media and cultural engagements. These included
meetings with the IDA, Enterprise Ireland, senior officials and representatives from various
client companies and certain target IDA companies. While in New York my engagements
included meetings with legal and financial market advisers including an investor lunch facili-
tated by the NTMA, a lunch hosted by the Federal Reserve Bank of New York as well as
attending an official breakfast meeting at the New York Stock Exchange. The purpose of these
meetings was to have an exchange of views on the global and European financial situation
while also addressing Irish specific issues. I outlined the prospects for the Irish economy and
the measures taken by Government to restructure the Irish banking system and promote econ-
omic growth.
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I also toured “Ireland House” in New York and met with officials from the various organiza-
tions located there, and also participated in Bloomsday celebrations.

My visit to Washington involved a series of meetings with the IMF, World Bank, US Treasury
and the US Chamber of Commerce. A formal reception was also hosted by the Irish Ambassa-
dor where I had the opportunity to meet with a wide selection of business people, Congressmen
and other interested parties. Also while in the US, I had various press engagements including
interviews with CNBC and Bloomberg.

In line with common practice, I do not propose to provide the names of individuals who
attended various meetings or engagements. This could jeopardise potential investment and,
for example, hamper the ability of organizations such as the IDA in developing confidential
relationships with target companies. I was accompanied on the trip by my Department’s Second
Secretary with responsibility for Bank Restructuring, Assistant Secretary in charge Budget and
Economic matters, Press Officer, and my Special Advisor and Private Secretary.

EU-IMF Fund

96. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance when he will raise the issue of
an interest rate reduction on the European sources of funding as part of the EU / IMF Prog-
ramme with his Finance Minister colleagues in the EU; if the matter is still being dealt with at
EU Finance Ministers level as opposed to Heads of State level; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [17169/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy will be aware, the Euro Area
Heads of State and Government agreed in principle to a reduction in the interest margin
charged to programme countries. This has been applied to Greece and Portugal. However, a
decision to apply it to Ireland’s loans has not yet been taken. This is because another Member
State is asking Ireland to deliver a quid pro quo in return for an interest rate reduction in the
form of a change in our Corporation Tax. However, we have made it clear that we will not
agree to this. Contacts on interest rates are continuing at official level. I have raised it at EU
Finance Ministers meetings, and in bilateral meetings with my EU counterparts, most recently
at the Luxembourg meetings of the Eurogroup/ECOFIN Council. Furthermore, this issue was
raised in the recent contacts that the Taoiseach had with President Sarkozy on the margins of
last week’s European Council meeting. While recognizing that the European focus is on the
difficulties currently facing Greece, this government will continue to avail of every suitable
opportunity to press our case for an interest rate reduction.

Commercial Property Valuations

97. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Finance the progress made to date with
the revaluation programme currently being carried out by the Valuation Office; when he
expects the nationwide revaluation programme to be completed; when he expects commercial
and industrial properties in the Cork City and county areas to be subject to revaluation; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [17176/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Valuation Act 2001 which came into
effect on 2nd May, 2002, provides for the revaluation of all commercial and industrial property.
The Commissioner of Valuation has sole responsibility for all valuation matters under the
Valuation Act 2001, which includes the implementation of the revaluation programme on a
nationwide basis.

The revaluation programme began in November 2005 in the South Dublin County Council area
and has since been rolled out to the areas covered by Fingal and Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County
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Councils. The revaluation of South Dublin was completed in December 2007, Fingal was completed
in 2009 and Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown was completed in 2010. The revaluation of the Dublin City
Council area commenced with the signing of the valuation order on 5th May, 2011. This will entail
the valuation of circa 25,000 properties and the new list will be published in December 2013.

It is intended to roll out the programme to further local authority areas as soon as possible. The
necessary process of consultation, as provided for under the Act, is under way with the local
authorities of Waterford, i.e. Waterford City and County Council and Dungarvan Town Council.
Preliminary work is also underway on the revaluation of Limerick City.

It is not possible to say at present when revaluation will commence in Cork City and County or
when the national programme will be completed. A time frame of 10 years overall had been
envisaged, but progress has been slower than expected, and the position has been complicated
further by the difficult conditions in the property market in recent years. Nevertheless, the launch
of the major project in Dublin City is a significant advance and the Commissioner has indicated
that he is actively reviewing options which might hold potential for accelerating the delivery of the
revaluation programme.

98. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Finance the progress made in reviewing various
provisions of the Valuation Act 2001 to achieve greater efficiencies in the valuation procedure; the
progress made by the Commissioner of Valuation in reviewing options which might accelerate the
delivery of the revaluation programme within a shorter timeframe; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [17177/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The review work mentioned by the Deputy is
continuing in my Department and the Valuation Office and is making progress. As previously
mentioned, the Commissioner is actively reviewing options which might hold potential for accelerat-
ing the delivery of the revaluation programme within a shorter timeframe. As mentioned in answer
to recent questions, in this context, my officials are reviewing various provisions of the Act to
achieve greater efficiencies, including streamlining the appeals process.

Banks Recapitalisation

99. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if there is any evidence, documen-
tary or otherwise, that, from the time of the negotiation of the EU / IMF deal last November to
date, the European Central Bank has threatened to cut off or reduce its emergency liquidity funding
to Irish banks in the event of the Irish Government proceeding to impose losses on unguaranteed
senior bonds without the express support of the ECB; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [17184/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): At the outset I do not believe it is useful to
characterise the intensive dialogue and engagement between the Irish authorities and its external
partners, including the ECB, in the type of terms included in the Deputy’s question. Inevitably the
issues that we discuss with the troika relating to the design and implementation of the Programme
of Financial Support are often complex and sometimes sensitive and difficult. However, notwith-
standing the challenging nature of some of the negotiations we are involved in, we seek at all times
to engage on a constructive and positive basis and that approach is reciprocated by the external
parties. It is important to be clear that the very substantial liquidity support that we continue to
receive from the Eurosystem has been crucial for the maintenance of the stability of our banking
system and for allowing it to continue to meet the credit needs of the economy, businesses and
households. It is also important to make the point that this funding is provided in accordance with
the ECB’s legal role, responsibility and mandate in respect of the eurozone.
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The Deputy will recall that the ECB announced following the release of the results of the Central
Bank’s stress tests on the banks at the end of March that the basis on which it provides this funding
— in other words how it regards and values the collateral it accepts — would not change even in the
event of a downgrade by ratings agencies. This demonstrates the strong and positive commitment of
the ECB to underpinning the funding position of the Irish banks.

As is well known the question of the scope for securing further burden sharing specifically and
exclusively in respect of unguaranteed senior bonds in Anglo Irish Bank and Irish Nationwide
Building Society has previously been the subject of discussions with the external authorities. I
recently reiterated the Government’s commitment to reviewing this matter afresh with the troika
in view of the specific circumstances of those institutions and their future direction under the terms
of the Programme agreement. However, I have also made very clear that no unilateral action is
contemplated by Ireland and the issue can only be progressed on an agreed basis in the context of
the ongoing review and assessment process with our partners on the Programme.

Tax Code

100. Deputy Eric Byrne asked the Minister for Finance in relation to recent changes in VAT,
specifically, if retailers who do not pass on the recently announced decrease in VAT will be penal-
ised; the way he will police the change in VAT and ensure that any change is passed onto the
customer. [17193/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As provided for in the Finance (No. 2) Act
2011, a second reduced VAT rate of 9% is to be introduced on a temporary basis in respect of
certain services and goods mainly related to tourism for the period 1 July 2011 to end 2013. Specifi-
cally the 9% rate will apply to restaurant and catering services; hotel and holiday accommodation;
various entertainment services such as admissions to cinemas, theatres, certain musical perform-
ances, museums, art gallery exhibitions and fairgrounds/amusement parks, the use of sporting facili-
ties; hairdressing services; and printed matter such as brochures, maps, programmes, leaflets, cata-
logues, newspapers and magazines. In reducing the VAT burden on activities related to the tourism
industry, this measure is aimed at contributing towards boosting tourism and the creation of
additional jobs in that sector.

In order for the measure to be successful it requires the reduction in VAT to be passed on to
consumers through a reduction in prices in the tourism sector. With this in mind, the VAT change
announced in the Jobs Initiative will be kept under review and evaluated before end 2012 in order
to determine its effectiveness in aiding the industry. If it is shown that the VAT reduction has little
or no effect in aiding the industry then the measure is open to being reformed or abolished.

I would point out that VAT is applied to particular goods and services and not in respect of
individual retailers or firms. Consequently, allowing the VAT reduction to retailers who pass on
the reduction but not allowing it to retailers that do not pass on the reduction is not possible under
either EU or Irish VAT legislation. While it is expected that the reduction in VAT will be passed
on to the customer, whether it is passed on is however a matter for individual retailers. The CSO
published Consumer Price Index Detailed Sub-Indices will contain some information on price
changes in various sectors e.g. the category headed “Restaurants and Hotels”.

101. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Finance if there has been any response
from fund managers to the suggestion that they might absorb some or all of the cost of the
recently imposed pension levy; if there has been no positive response the further action he is
contemplating; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17201/11]
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Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Deputy will be aware that earlier this
month I had written to representative bodies of the pensions industry with whom I had met on
the pension fund levy issue, outlining my contention that the cost of the levy be absorbed by a
reduction in the fees and charges made by their members. I have received a response from one
of the representative bodies concerned. The response indicates that the question of the absorp-
tion of the cost of the levy into existing fees and charges is a matter for individual companies
in respect of the pension schemes and personal pension plans to which they provide services.
The letter went on to say, however, that the scope for those companies to absorb the levy is
extremely limited.

I will await developments in the coming months to see if, in fact, the pension fund adminis-
trators and providers have absorbed any of the pension fund levy this year. In the light of those
developments, I would intend to pursue the matter further with them in the Autumn.

Appointments to State Boards

102. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the proposed nominees of
the Fiscal Advisory Council will have to go before the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Finance
for approval. [17204/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As the Deputy is aware, the Government is
committed to a wide-ranging agenda of reform in relation to its budgetary architecture, includ-
ing the establishment of a Fiscal Advisory Council. The commitment is set out both in the
Programme for Government and the Joint EU/IMF Programme of Financial Support for
Ireland. Details of the arrangements being put in place in relation to the Fiscal Advisory
Council will be announced shortly. While the Council will be independent, it is envisaged that
the Oireachtas will play an important role in relation to it. However, it is not envisaged that
the initial nominees to the Council will go before the Joint Oireachtas Committee mentioned
by the Deputy for approval.

Ministerial Travel

103. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance the rate of travel expense that is
mileage paid for use of his private cars; the rate of subsistence payments and any other allow-
ances available to him and his Ministers of State in the course if their appointment; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [17240/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Since 1 May 2011 a Cabinet Minister with
the exception of Taoiseach, Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Law Reform now use their
own cars on official business. All Ministers are now paid for official mileage up to 96,540
kilometres [or 60,000 miles] per annum. Ministers of State have used their own cars on official
business since 1984. The travel rates payable depend on the car engine size and are as follows
since 5 March 2009;

Rates per Kilometre

Official Motor Engine Capacity up Engine Capacity Engine Capacity Engine Capacity
Travel in a to 1200cc 1201cc to 1500cc 1501cc to 2000cc 2001cc and over

calendar year

Up to 6,437km 39.12 cent 46.25 cent 59.07 cent 70.89 cent

6,438km and over 21.22 cent 23.62 cent 28.46 cent 34.15 cent
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Rates per Mile

Official Motor Engine Capacity up Engine Capacity Engine Capacity Engine Capacity
Travel in a to 1200cc 1201cc to 1500cc 1501cc to 2000cc 2001cc and over

calendar year

0-4,000 miles 62.94 cent 74.42 cent 95.05 cent 114.06 cent

4,001 miles & over 34.13 cent 38.00 cent 45.79 cent 54.95 cent

Ministers including Ministers of State may appoint two civilian drivers the salaries for whom
are paid by the Minister’s respective Department. Ministers on official overnight business at
least 48.23 kilometres away from their home or HQ may claim the vouched cost of a hotel
room including tax and up to 15% service charge. They may also claim an overnight subsistence
allowance of €72.66 i.e. half the civil service Class A overnight rate of €108.99, increased by
one-third. Ministers are not paid overnights for their attendance at their departments.

Ministers may also be entitled to civil service day subsistence rates where they are on official
business at least 5 kilometres away from their home or HQ for at least 5 or 10 hours. Again
Ministers do not receive such subsistence rates for attendance at their departments. The current
rates are €33.62 for the 10 hour rate and €13.71 for the 5 hour rate.

Where Ministers travel abroad including Northern Ireland they may claim for the vouched
cost of a hotel room and up to 15% service charge plus the civil service Class A conference
rate for the location increased by one third with the exception of the USA and Canada, where
it is increased by a half. There are different rates depending on the location. There are no other
allowances currently payable in respect of Ministers and Ministers of State in my Department.

Credit Availability

104. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details of
any possible sources of loan finance from European sources including the European Investment
Bank in respect of small and medium enterprises here wishing to undertake business expansion
projects; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17303/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): In relation to the general question of access
to finance for small and medium enterprises (SMEs), I am very conscious of the difficulties
that are being faced by Irish businesses in this regard. Support for the investments of SMEs is
an operational priority for the European Investment Bank (EIB). To that end, the EIB signed
loan agreements in 2009 with AIB and Bank of Ireland for €100 million each and with Ulster
Bank for €60 million for onlending to SMEs for investment purposes. I understand that AIB
have fully allocated their funding and were approved for a further tranche of up to €150 million
in November 2010.

The European Investment Fund (EIF) provides venture capital for small businesses via ven-
ture capital funds and business incubators that support SMEs, as well as guarantees to financial
institutions such as banks to cover their SME loans and guarantees.

In relation to Structural Funds, under EU Cohesion Policy 2007-13, the European Com-
mission has a number of joint initiatives with the EIB and EIF aimed at improving access to
finance using financial engineering instruments. One of these instruments, JEREMIE (Joint
European Resources for Micro to Medium Enterprises), promotes SME access to finance in
that national and regional authorities can opt to deploy money made available by the ERDF
in the form of market-driven financial instruments, instead of offering grants.
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When Ireland’s ERDF Structural Programmes 2007-13 were being developed, the JEREMIE
programme was examined in the context of the existing arrangements in place to assist SMEs
in accessing appropriate financial support. Given the nature and structure of the JEREMIE
programme, particularly in terms of the scale of operations that would be required to secure
European Investment Fund participation, it was not considered suited to our Structural Funds
programmes. This will be looked at again in the context of the next round of structural funding.

The only source of loan finance co-funded by the EU in the Regional Operational Prog-
rammes is in the Microenterprises sub-priority. In this measure, County Enterprise Boards
provide grant assistance to microenterprises. Some of this assistance can be in the form of a
repayable loan which generates a revolving fund at the level of each County Enterprise Board.
This is targeted at microenterprises, i.e., businesses with up to 10 employees and/or a turnover
of less than €500,000. No other loan funds are provided in the Regional Operational
Programmes.

A SME Guarantee Facility is available under the Competitiveness and Innovation Frame-
work Programme (CIP) 2007-2013 which provides additional guarantees to guarantee schemes,
in order to increase the supply of debt finance to SMEs. It concentrates on addressing market
failures in areas such as access to loans (or loan substitutes such as leasing) by SMEs with
growth potential, provision of microcredit, and securitisation.

The European Commission provides information on funding for SMEs on the European
Small Business Portal which can be accessed at the following web address:
http://ec.europa.eu/small-business/funding-partners-public/finance/index—en.htm. In addition,
the website of the Enterprise Europe Network provide information on both national and EU
financial supports http://www.enterprise-europe-network.ec.europa.eu/index—en.htm

Tax Code

105. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the estimated impact of the
pension levy on pension funds here including, but not limited to, future average worker contri-
butions [17311/11]

106. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance his views that the proposed
pension levy will lead to lower investments in pensions thus further exacerbating the pensions
time-bomb; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17312/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 105 and
106 together.

I cannot say what impact the pension fund levy will have on individual funds or schemes, as
this depends on whether and to what extent pension fund trustees and Life Offices decide to
pass on the levy to individual members, given the particular circumstances of the pension funds
or pension plans that they are responsible for. In that regard, I take the view that there is scope
for the pensions industry to absorb the impact of the levy from fee income and charges and I
have written to them in that regard.

There are a number of factors influencing the decisions of individuals in relation to invest-
ments in pensions. Affordability would be among such considerations for some and the tax
treatment of pension saving would be another. As regards the pension fund levy, I have consist-
ently made the point that the 0.6% stamp duty on pension fund assets is a temporary measure
to pay for the Jobs Initiative and will only be in place for the period of the Initiative.
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Arguably, the tax relief on pension contributions is a more relevant consideration in terms
of long-term saving for supplementary pension provision. I am sure the Deputy is aware, as I
am, that the pension fund levy comes at a time when the gradual reduction from marginal to
standard rate tax relief on pension contributions forms part of the fiscal consolidation measures
in the agreement with the EU Commission, IMF and the ECB over the period 2011 to 2014.
When introducing the Jobs Initiative on 10 May last, I gave a commitment to examine this issue.

The Government has initiated a Comprehensive Review of Expenditure in order to provide
it with a set of decision options to meet the overall fiscal consolidation objectives and re-align
spending with the Programme for Government priorities.

The Review is due to be completed by end September 2011. The Government will then examine
the findings and, in consultation with the EU, IMF and ECB, will introduce fiscally neutral changes
to the detail of the EU /IMF Programme of Financial Support for Ireland while maintaining the
overall commitment to fiscal consolidation. I have undertaken to examine the scope for any change
to the proposed standard rating of tax relief on pension contributions in that context.

Job Creation

107. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the forecast number of jobs to be
created in the next one, two and five years resulting from the jobs initiative, broken down by all
categories available part-time, full-time, seasonal, by sector and by location. [17313/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): As I said at the time, the measures announced
in the Jobs Initiative represent the first steps by this government to increase competitiveness in
important sectors in the economy and to improve the functioning of our labour market. As the
Deputy will appreciate, given the high level of uncertainty that continues to surround the outlook,
it is very difficult to quantify the exact number of jobs that the Initiative will create. From a sectoral
perspective, the measures will help to support employment throughout the economy. In the labour
intensive tourism sector, for example, the introduction of a temporary second reduced rate of VAT
and reduction of the air travel tax to zero will have a positive impact on both costs and sentiment.
In the construction sector there will be an increased focus on capital works which tend to be more
labour intensive. More generally, the decision to halve the lower rate of PRSI until the end of 2013
on jobs that pay up to €356 per week will help to create and maintain jobs in the lower paid sectors
of the economy.

The following table outlines my Department’s latest employment forecasts which were set out
in the Irish Stability Programme Update published at end-April. Given that recovery in the labour
market tends to lag that in the overall economy, a further decline in net employment is anticipated
this year. This is borne out in recently published data, which show that net employment creation
continued to decline in the first quarter of the year, but it did so at its slowest pace for three years.

The economy should start to create net jobs once again in 2012, and the pace of employment
growth should strengthen in subsequent years as the economic recovery strengthens and broadens
out. Over the period 2012 to 2015 as a whole around 100,000 net jobs are expected to be created.

Table — Employment forecasts, 2011 to 2015

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Employment 1,848 1,819 1,828 1,850 1,882 1,921

Level change -81 -29 +9 +22 +32 +39

Percentage change -4.2 -1.6 +0.5 +1.2 +1.8 +2.0
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Bank Guarantee Scheme

108. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the level and type of
insurance, for example, credit default swaps for 100% of the bond value which the current
holders of senior unguaranteed bonds in the covered Irish banks have in relation to these
bonds. [17314/11]

109. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the persons who own the circa
€35bn in unguaranteed senior debt in the six covered Irish financial institutions which are still
outstanding [17315/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 108 and
109 together.

As I informed this House last week, when a bank issues a bond, whether by private place-
ment or public issue, it would be usual practice for a securities depository company, such as
Clearstream and Euroclear, to purchase the bond on behalf of their customers. The bond issuer
will likely have little knowledge of the original owners of the bonds; also these initial investors
may over time sell the bonds to other investors.

Securities depository companies usually manage, safekeep and administer the securities that
it holds on behalf of the purchasers of the bonds and the identity of the purchasers of the
bonds is not disclosed in the public domain or to the issuer. As the identity of the purchasers
of the bonds are not in the public domain, I cannot advise the Deputy the level and type of
insurance these bondholders have.

Bilateral Loan Facilities

110. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the conditions attached to
each of the multi-billion euro bilateral loan from the UK, Sweden and Denmark, including the
interest rates. [17316/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The bilateral loan element of the EU-IMF
programme of financial support will be provided by three EU Member States — the United
Kingdom providing approximately €3.8 billion, Sweden €0.6 billion and Denmark €0.4 billion.
All bilateral loans will be provided subject to the conditions of the Memorandum of Under-
standing agreed with the EU/ECB/IMF. At this point, no funds have yet been drawn down
under the bilateral loan facilities with UK, Sweden and Denmark.

The UK facility was signed in December 2010. The interest rate on the amounts drawn down
will be based on the Sterling Pound mid-market semi-annual swap rate at the time of drawdown
plus a margin of 2.29%. At the time that the UK loan facility agreement was signed the overall
interest cost was calculated at about 5.9%, similar to the blended rate calculated by the EU
Commission at that time. As with all of the loans, the actual rate will depend on the market
rates prevailing at the time of disbursement.

In relation to the Danish and Swedish loan facilities, these have not yet been signed but are
near completion. The interest rate on each will be based on the 3-month Euribor interest rate,
a market reference rate of good standing, plus a margin yet to be agreed.

Bank Guarantee Scheme

111. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the dates of maturity for the
various tranches of bonds, grouped by maturity date, outstanding in each of the six covered
Irish financial institutions; the total euro amounts due to be repaid at each maturity date by
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each covered institution; the interest rate currently being paid on each of these tranches of
bonds by each bank; the owners of each of these tranches, for example (details supplied)
[17317/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Central Bank of Ireland has advised
me that the dates of maturity and the total aggregate amounts for secured, unsecured and
subordinated debt due to be repaid by the covered institutions is as follows:

Year of Maturity Amounts
€m

2011 7,029

2012 13,062

2013 15,706

2014 3,721

2015 10,742

2016 438

2017 2,291

2018 458

2019 1,211

2020 1,197

2021 + 5,769

Total 61,625

My Department will contact the Deputy very shortly in response to his request for this infor-
mation. I understand that the six covered institutions have in excess of 200 bonds outstanding
which would be encompassed by this request. These are denominated in a number of different
currencies, in addition to the euro, have various maturity dates extending in some cases beyond
the next ten years and have both fixed and floating interest rates. Owing to the format in which
information on these bonds is available to my Department, it will not be possible to present
the information in the precise terms requested by the Deputy. However, I can assure the
Deputy that the Department will seek to provide as comprehensive a response as possible.

Tax Code

112. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether it is
appropriate for his officials to withhold information sought through committees and Parliamen-
tary Questions which are not commercially sensitive on the basis that they do not pertain to
his existing policy. [17318/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I understand that the Deputy is referring to
Parliamentary Question No. 91 answered on 1 June 2011. At the outset let me say that the
reply given to the Deputy’s question on 1 June was given by me and not my Officials.

As far as my Officials attendance at Parliamentary Committees is concerned, let me assure
the Deputy that it is not official policy to withhold information. I will repeat what I said in my
reply to the Deputy on 1 June last: there will be no increase in the corporate tax rate and in
the circumstances it is not plausible to speculate on any possible increase under any circum-
stances, CCCTB or otherwise.

Public Private Partnerships

113. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether there
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needs to be more transparency in the public and private partnership negotiations, in particular,
publication of the forecast profit that the private partner will earn from each venture or project,
for example measured by total net or gross profit, internal rate of return, net present value or
return on invested capital [17319/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The overriding concern for state procuring
authorities in all contract negotiations is to ensure value for money and these procurements
are conducted strictly under EU procurement directives and regulations. The state does not
enter into PPPs unless it can be clearly demonstrated that they provide value for money and
there are a number of specific tests throughout the procurement and tender negotiation pro-
cesses to ensure that best value is derived for the state. Details of the timing and content of
these value for money tests are set out in the various PPP guidance issued by the Department
of Finance which are available on www.ppp.gov.ie. A key factor for the state is not to lose
advantage in its attempt to try to negotiate the best deal for the State — both in terms of costs
and innovation. The current PPP disclosure framework reflects international norms.

The Deputy’s proposal is well intentioned but in practical terms it raises a number of issues,
for example, with respect to commercial sensitivities and may serve to lessen international
interest in domestic PPP projects when in reality we would like to see as much interest as
possible.

I would emphasise that in PPPs, any forecast profit is fully at risk depending on the perform-
ance of the private partner over the full life of the contract, which is normally 25 years after
construction. This performance conditionality — which is particular to PPPs — puts the pay-
ments to private partner at risk, if the contracted standards are not met. In PPPs, there is
significant risk transfer from the State to the private sector.

Moreover, if certain performance standards are not met, the contract can be terminated by
the State. The forecast profit is just that — a forecast — and does not take account of which
risks, borne by the private sector, will materialise. It is also important to recognise that the
value can only be assessed over the full contract period, which can be up to 30 years.

Departmental Schemes

114. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance when he will sign the com-
mencement order for section 3 of the Finance Act 2011 to commence the relief scheme for
retrofitting insulation. [17320/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I assume the Deputy is referring to Section
13 of Finance Act 2011, which provided for income tax relief at the standard rate for expendi-
ture incurred by individuals on a range of works carried out to improve the energy efficiency
of residential premises situated in the State. The underpinning legislation for the scheme was
subject to Commencement Order. However, that legislation, on review, was found to have
flaws and would have required amendment before it could be implemented.

As part of the announcement in the recent Jobs Initiative, the Government undertook to
provide further funding for the grants available under the Better Energy Homes scheme
operated by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI). Because of these circum-
stances, I decided to review the requirement for a co-existing tax incentive for similar works
and following this review, I have decided not to proceed with the introduction of the tax
relief scheme.
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Professional Fees

115. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Finance the steps he is taking to address the
issue of excessive professional fees in sheltered sectors of the economy; the timeline he envis-
ages for addressing these charges; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17325/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government is committed to improving
the competitiveness of the economy. In this regard the Government in the EU/IMF Programme
is removing restrictions as follows:

— in the legal profession, establishing an independent regulator for the profession and
implementing recommendations of the Legal Costs Working Group and outstanding
Competition Authority recommendations to reduce legal costs.

— in medical services, eliminating restrictions on the number of GPs qualifying and
removing restrictions on GPs wishing to treat public patients as well as restrictions
on advertising.

— in the pharmacy profession, ensuring that the recent elimination of the 50% mark-up
paid for medicines under the State’s Drugs Payments Scheme is enforced.

The implementation of these commitments are matters for the Minister for Justice and Equality
and the Minister for Health respectively in the first instance.

Flood Relief

116. Deputy Anne Ferris asked the Minister for Finance when funding will be authorised in
respect of the Dargle flood protection scheme in Bray in view of the fact that all design,
technical and tendering processes have been completed and the importance that this project
be started this year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17327/11]

Deputy Brian Hayes: The Office of Public Works is currently undertaking a review of its
capital expenditure profile to 2016 in light of the Government’s intention to prepare a new
capital investment framework over this period in order to identify projects that will best support
economic recovery. A decision on the provision of funding for the Bray flood relief scheme
will be made following the completion of this review.

Departmental Staff

117. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Finance the gross salaries in respect of the
individual Secretaries General and Assistant Secretaries General respectively in each Govern-
ment Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17349/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Following the Government Decision
(S180/20/10/1333) to cap the salaries of senior public servants and CEOs of commercial State
companies, Secretaries General of Government Departments have agreed to reduce their salar-
ies to €200,000 by voluntarily waiving a portion of their salary. The current rates of pay in
respect of Secretaries General in each Government Department are set out in the table below.

Secretaries General

Level Post Current Salary Voluntary Waiver

I Government and Taoiseach €228,466 €28,466

Finance €228,466 €28,466

II Agriculture, Fisheries and Food €215,590 €15,590
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Level Post Current Salary Voluntary Waiver

Communications, Marine and Natural Resources €215,590 €15,590

Education and Skills €215,590 €15,590

Environment, Community and Local Government €215,590 €15,590

Foreign Affairs €215,590 €15,590

Health €215,590 €15,590

Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation €215,590 €15,590

Justice and Equality €215,590 €15,590

Public Expenditure and Reform €200,000

Social Protection €215,590 €15,590

Transport, Tourism and Sport €215,590 €15,590

III Arts, Heritage and Gaeltacht €188,640

Defence €188,640

Children and Youth Affairs* €180,000 *To be appointed

The rates of pay for all Assistant Secretaries are set out in the following table.

Assistant Secretary

Point Non-PPC PPC

1 €127,796 €134,523

2 €133,605 €140,636

3 €139,898 €147,262

4 €146,191 €153,885

Heritage Sites

118. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance if the Office of Public Works will
agree to opening the Desmond Castle in Newcastle West, County Limerick, to the local com-
munity for use; if he will report on his consultations, if any, that he has had with members of
the local community regarding the use of this facility; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [17352/11]

Deputy Brian Hayes: I attended a meeting recently with officials from the Office of Public
Works (OPW) and representatives of the Newcastle West community. Desmond Castle,
Newcastle West, has been available to groups for the holding of events subject to OPW
resources being available to open the site outside of normal opening times. It was agreed that
liaison persons in OPW and the group would deal with requests for use of the site for appro-
priate events. OPW made it clear that visits by school groups outside of the normal open season
will always be accommodated. Desmond Castle has been a venue for poetry readings, musical
and drama events in the past number of years. OPW is anxious, subject to resources being
available, to continue this association with the local community.

Tax Code

119. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Finance the total number of appli-
cations (details supplied) received by the Revenue Commissioners, total value, range in
amounts, split between number private, public sector and self employed. [17356/11]
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Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The total number of Personal Fund Thres-
hold applications received to date is 1,200. The majority of these were received in the first
week in June and as each case has to be examined individually to ascertain the correct PFT
amount, the information requested in relation to all the applications is not available at this
stage. Revenue officials are working through the applications in order of receipt and to date
363 certificates have been issued with a total value of €1,164,746,570.63.

Of the 363 certificates issued to date:

— 192 have a value between €2.3 and €3 million.

— 113 have a value between €3 and €4 million.

— 58 have a value between €4 and €5.418 million.

The split between sectors is as follows:

— Private sector 296

— Public sector (including semi-state) 59

— Self-employed 8

Of the 59 public sector cases, one third also includes self-employed/private practice pension
funds.

Seventeen certificates have been issued for the maximum amount, i.e. €5.418 million; these
are all private sector. The average value of the issued PFT certificates is €3.2 million.

Pension Provisions

120. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance the number of Secretary
Generals who continue to benefit from added years as applied by the top-level appointments
committee and the details of the number of added years for each relevant Secretary
General. [17375/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Secretaries General may, subject to Govern-
ment decision, benefit from added years at the conclusion of their period of service, under the
provisions of sections 6 and 7 of the Superannuation and Pensions Act 1963. The number of
added years cannot exceed the lesser of 10 years, or the number of extra years he or she would
have served if he or she had been allowed to serve to age 65, subject to an overall maximum
of 40 years’ service. The relevant data requested by the Deputy on retired Secretaries General
who are currently on pension is being collated and will be furnished to the Deputy as soon
as possible.

I should add that as part of the drive to reduce the costs of Public Service pensions, the
Government will shortly publish legislation for the introduction of a new single pension scheme
for all new entrants to the Public Service. This reform is part of the programme of measures
agreed with the EU/IMF and must be legislated for by the end of September, 2011. This new
scheme will not provide for added years in the future.

Civil Service Staff

121. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if he will list each of the
primary grades within the following public sectors (details supplied); the grades within primary
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grades for example engineer grade 1, grade 2 grade 3; the corresponding pay for each primary
grade and also each grade within a grade as explained. [17376/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Because of the volume of grades within the
civil service, comprising general service grades, grades common to two or more Departments
and grades specific to one Department/Office only, it is not practical to list each of the grades,
and relevant pay scales in my reply. I am confining my reply to some of the most common
grades. Copies of pay circulars are published on the Departmental website http://per.gov.ie/.
Details of other grades, not specified in circulars, can be obtained from Conciliation and Arbi-
tration section, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. Examples of some of the most
common grades and salary scales are set out below:

General Service grades 30th January 2008

Grade Salary scale Salary scale (ppc) Number of
1Min-max 2Min-max points on

scale 3

Principal (higher) €85,957-€105,429 €90,355-€110,844 7

Principal €80,051-€98,424 €84,132-€103,472 7

Assistant Principal (higher) €67.913-€84,296 €71,359-€88,598 8

Assistant Principal €61,996-€76,768 €65,185-€80,678 8

Administrative Officer (higher) €40,734-€57,251 €42,838-€60,224 8

Administrative Officer €31,619-€55,415 €33,247-€58,294 10

Higher Executive Officer (higher) €46,426-€57,251 €48,831-€60,224 9

Higher Executive Officer €43,816-€55,415 €46,081-€58,294 9

Executive Officer (higher) €29,024-€47,379 €30,516-€49,837 14

Executive Officer €29,024-€45,616 €30,516-€47,975 12

Staff Officer €33,070-€43,906 €34,771-€46,171 10

Clerical Officer (higher) €23,042-€36,267 €24,255-€38,135 14

Clerical Officer €22,015-€35,515 €23,177-€37,341 14

Head Services Officer €27,980-€34,954 €29,428-€36,754 8

Services Officer €20,806-€27,739 €21,732-€29,181 9

Services Attendant €20,806-€27,376 €21,732-€28,808 9

Certain professional and technical grades common to two or more Departments

Grade Salary scale Salary scale (ppc) Number of
1Min-max 2Min-max points on

scale 3

Engineer Grade I €65,247-€80,814 €68,553-€84,935 8

Engineer Grade II €55,863-€69,132 €58,765-€72,642 10

Engineer Grade III €30,738-€59,604 €32,317-€62,701 15

Professional Accountant Grade I €65,247-€80,814 €68,553-€84,935 8

Professional Accountant Grade II €55,863-€69,132 €58,765-€72,642 10

Professional Accountant Grade III €30,738-€59,604 €32,317-€62,701 15

Higher Legal Executive €43,816-€55,415 €46,081-€58,294 9

Legal Executive €33,070-€43,906 €34,771-€46,171 10

Senior Engineering Draughtsperson €36,564-€44,547 €38,451-€46,853 9

Engineering Draughtsperson €27,578-€40,209 €29,018-€42,287 13
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Grade Salary scale Salary scale (ppc) Number of
1Min-max 2Min-max points on

scale 3

Senior Architect €59,719-€80,814 €62,832-€84,935 8

Architect €35,698-€63,329 €37,532-€66,585 15

Architectural Assistant Grade II €27,578-€40,209 €29,018-€42,287 13

Senior Laboratory Analyst €45,489-€61,136 €47,842-€64,315 9

Laboratory Analyst €32,780-€50,570 €34,463-€53,194 14

1 Salary scales in respect of pre 6th April 1995 established serving staff paying the modified rate of PRSI e.g. Class
B, and all unestablished staff.
2 Salary scales in respect of established officers appointed on or after 6th April 1995 paying the Class A rate of
PRSI and making an employee contribution in respect of personal superannuation benefits. These scales are 1/19th
higher that the corresponding pre-1995 scales.
3 Scales indicated include long service increments where applicable, the first being payable after 3 years satisfactory
service at the maximum and the second after 6 years satisfactory service at the maximum.

Questions Nos. 122 to 126, inclusive, answered with Question No. 84.

Employment Control Frameworks

127. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide each
detailed Departmental Employment Control Framework up to and including 2014. [17382/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The table below sets out the end-2011
Employment Control Frameworks for all Government Departments and Offices as determined
in December 2010. These figures will fall to be revised for a number of technical reasons as
well as to reflect Transfers of Functions and the creation of new Departments. As soon as this
information is available full details (out to 2014) will be published on the website of the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform.

Departmental Employment Control Frameworks 2011 ECF

Department/Office 36,197

AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND FOOD 3,608

ATTORNEY GENERAL 145

CENTRAL STATISTICS OFFICE 850

CHIEF STATE SOLICITOR 225

CPSA 8

COMMUNICATIONS ENERGY AND NAT. RESOURCES 257

COMMUNITY, EQUALITY AND GAELTACHT AFFAIRS 362

COMPTROLLER AND AUDITOR GENERAL 152

COURTS SERVICE 972

DEFENCE 369

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS 195

EDUCATION GROUP 1,603

ENTERPRISE GROUP 853

ENVIRONMENT HERITAGE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 1,140

FINANCE 545

FOREIGN AFFAIRS GROUP 1,436

GARDA CIVILIANS 2,027

HEALTH AND CHILDREN 465

JUSTICE AND LAW REFORM 2,118
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Departmental Employment Control Frameworks 2011 ECF

Department/Office 36,197

NATIONAL GALLERY 116

OFFICE OF PUBLIC WORKS 1,857

OIREACHTAS 457

OMBUDSMAN 89

PRESIDENTS ESTABLISHMENT 21

PRISONS 3,607

PROPERTY REGISTRATION AUTHORITY 573

PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS SERVICE 93

REVENUE COMMISSIONERS 5,952

REVENUE APPEALS 4

SOCIAL PROTECTION 4,973

STATE LABORATORY 91

TAOISEACH 194

TOURISM, CULTURE AND SPORT 146

TRANSPORT 468

VALUATION OFFICE 146

TECHNICAL STAFF ADJUSTMENTS, VARIOUS 80

Questions Nos. 128 and 129 answered with Question No. 84.

Departmental Staff

130. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance the new skills and talent
he has brought into his Department as committed to in the Programme for Government.
[17386/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Mr. John Moran, who is on secondment to
the Department from the Central Bank of Ireland, has been assigned to oversee the recently
announced restructuring of the banking sector and associated issues. He leads the relevant
team within the Department and reports directly to the Secretary General. Over time, a number
of specialist staff have been recruited to supplement the in-house expertise of the Department
in banking matters and I anticipate that more such staff will be required.

The Report of the Independent Review Group on “Strengthening the Capacity of the
Department of Finance” has provided the Department with the opportunity to strengthen its
core functions, to address organisational structures, to upgrade its budgetary and other pro-
cesses and to increase staff with specialist economic and other disciplines, especially banking
and financial markets.

I will therefore continue to review and add, where appropriate, to the banking and financial
services expertise within the Department.

Question No. 131 answered with Question No. 84.

Ministerial Appointments

132. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance when the Top Level
Appointments Commission’s new external chairperson and five external appointees will be
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appointed and if he will provide details of any further changes to TLAC he intends to preside
over. [17393/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): My colleague the Minister for Public Expen-
diture and Reform will be approaching prospective candidates this week and hopes to be in a
position to announce the names of the five external appointees next week.

Questions Nos. 133 and 134 answered with Question No. 84.

Departmental Programmes

135. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if he has instigated a
Government wide review to identify and eliminate non priority programmes; and the date by
which he hopes to conclude the review. [17396/11]

146. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if he has instructed each
Government Department to include an ex-ante evaluation its comprehensive spending review
acknowledging that he has already made reference to a root and branch evaluation but noting
this question asks specifically if an ex-ante evaluation of departmental spending for 2012 has
been requested by him. [17409/11]

147. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if, following completion
of the comprehensive spending review and implementation of Budget 2012, he plans to instruct
Government Departments to provide ongoing evaluations of annual spending and if so, the
frequency of same. [17410/11]

148. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if, following completion of
the comprehensive spending review and implementation of Budget 2012, he intends to instruct
Government Departments to provide ex-post evaluations of annual spending. [17411/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 135 and
146 to 148, inclusive, together.

The Comprehensive Review of Expenditure (CRE) process was formally initiated by my
colleague Mr. Brendan Howlin, T.D. Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, in early
May. The objectives of the review are to provide the Government with a full set of decision
options to meet the overall fiscal consolidation objectives, both as regards spending and
numbers reduction targets, to re-align spending with the Programme for Government priorities
and to consider new ways of achieving Government objectives in the context of public sector
reform. Ministers and Departments have the responsibility to evaluate every budgetary prog-
ramme for which they are responsible, within both Departments and Agencies. The review is
expected to be completed before the end of September, at which point the results of the process
will be brought to Government for assessment as part of the Budget and Estimates process.

On the broader point of expenditure evaluation, the CRE should be seen as part of a number
of reforms designed to bring greater rigour to the allocation of scarce public resources and
complement existing value for money arrangements. In the past, our systems of resource allo-
cation have been too focused on raw financial inputs, without enough regard to what is actually
being produced. It is necessary now to consider in greater the detail the actual outputs delivered
from public expenditure and the impacts that this spending has. As a first step in this process
a pilot project has been undertaken as part of the 2011 Estimates which brings a greater focus
on the link between the objectives, financial inputs, physical outputs and ultimate impacts of
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public spending programmes. It is intended that this performance budgeting process be further
rolled out as part of the 2012 Estimates process.

These reforms complement the existing value for money architecture which includes ongoing
evaluations of departmental expenditure. The Value for Money and Policy Review initiative
was launched in 2006, building on the Expenditure Review Initiative introduced in 1997. The
initiative focuses on evaluations of significant areas of expenditure and major policy issues. To
date, close to 200 such reviews have been carried out. Under existing arrangements, there is a
particular focus the four major areas of expenditure: namely the Health, Education, Social
Protection and Justice sectors. These four sectors conduct one review per year, while all other
line Departments plus the Office of the Revenue Commissioners and the Office of Public
Works are required to carry out 2 reviews each in a three year period.

Minister Howlin and his new Department will be reviewing the effectiveness of these
arrangements, to ensure that a proper culture of rigorous evaluation and value-for-money is
delivered across the public service. This evaluation culture should encompass all stages of
programme design and delivery, from ex-ante through to ex-post ; and should apply across all
types of expenditure programmes, covering current as well as capital.

Proposed Legislation

136. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance when he plans to establish
the social impact bonds and if he will outline the method by which he intends to share audited
Exchequer savings with charitable and voluntary organisations. [17399/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Government Programme for National
Recovery 2011-2016 provides that the Government will establish a new model of financing
social interventions called Social Impact Bonds that share audited Exchequer savings with
charitable and voluntary organisations. The Government will consider how best to establish
this new and innovative mechanism and will bring forward proposals in due course.

Questions Nos. 137 to 144, inclusive, answered with Question No. 84.

Departmental Agencies

145. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide the
following information regarding each of the State agencies (details supplied), namely, the total
number of staff and their respective job titles; the total number of board members and their
respective remuneration packages; the total annual wage bill for each agency and the total
annual amount of central funding provided to each agency [17408/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Details in respect of staff numbers and the
annual pay bill in respect of my Department and the Finance Group of votes are contained in
the book of Estimates which is published on an annual basis. Details in respect of staff numbers
and the annual pay bill in respect of my Department and the Finance Group of votes are
contained in book of Estimates which is published on an annual basis.

The National Treasury Management Agency have provided me with the following infor-
mation in relation to both itself and the Bodies under its remit.

The staff numbers in the National Treasury Management Agency rose from 169 at end-2009
to 306 at end-2010. The number of staff employed currently is 357. The increase in staff
numbers over the last 18 months is mainly in respect of the National Asset Management
Agency.
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NTMA Staffing June 2011

Function Numbers

Funding & Debt Management 12

Banking Unit 8

State Claims Agency 57

National Pensions Reserve Fund 13

National Development Finance Agency 38

National Asset Management Agency 145

Finance, IT and Risk 51

HR and Corporate Services 7

Legal, Control and Compliance 14

Other 12

Total 357

The National Asset Management Agency’s shared services (Finance, HR, IT etc) provide sup-
port to all of the Agency’s business functions and have recruited additional staff resources in
the last year to support the National Asset Management Agency.

The National Treasury Management Agency does not have general pay grades. Staff
members are employed on the basis of individually negotiated contracts to provide the various
technical and professional skill sets necessary for the National Treasury Management Agency
to deliver on its statutory remit.

Each business unit and corporate function within the National Treasury Management Agency
is headed by a Director or Head of Function. Specific roles within the business units / corporate
functions include the following

1. Funding and Debt Management: Traders, Treasury Managers, Economist and Debt
Analysts.

2. Banking Unit: Bank Analysts and Operations Manager.

3. State Claims Agency: Claims Managers, Clinical Claims Managers, Solicitors, Risk Man-
agers and Clinical Risk Advisors.

4. National Pensions Reserve Fund: Investment Analysts, Risk Analysts and Actuary.

5. National Development Finance Agency: Project Managers, Contracts Manager, Finan-
cial Analysts and Operations Manager.

6. National Asset Management Agency: Risk Managers, Risk Analysts, Credit Managers,
Credit Analysts, Insolvency Advisors, Corporate Finance Manager, Lending Managers,
Lending Analysts, Portfolio Asset Managers, Treasury Managers, Treasury Analysts, Finan-
cial Analysts, Business Analysts/Project Managers, Solicitors, Business Process Advisor.

7. Finance, IT and Risk: Financial Controller, Financial Accountants, Fund Administrators,
Treasury Manager, IT Managers / Engineers / Analysts and Risk Managers.

8. HR and Corporate Services: HR Manager, HR Executive and Facilities Manager.

9. Legal, Control and Compliance: Solicitors, Compliance Manager, Procurement Manager
and Internal Auditors.
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There is also a small number of administrative and other support staff employed across the
National Treasury Management Agency.

In relation to the corporate governance of the National Treasury Management Agency and
associated agencies, the following Boards and Committees are in place:

1. NTMA Advisory Committee (7 members): The Chairman receives a fee of €50,000 with
each member receiving €25,000 per annum. During 2010 members of the NTMA Advisory
Committee either gifted 10% of their remuneration back to the Minister for Finance or had
the Public Service Pension Related Deduction applied to their fee. The Secretary General of
the Department of Finance, appointed as a member of the Advisory Committee in that
capacity, does not receive a fee in respect of his membership.

2. State Claims Policy Committee (7 members): The Chairman receives a fee of €13,713
with each member receiving €9,142 per annum. These fees take into account a 10% reduction
agreed by the members in 2009, at the request of the Minister for Finance. Two members of
the Committee, appointed in their capacity as civil servants, do not receive fees in respect of
their membership.

3. National Development Finance Agency Board (8 members): Each Board member
receives a fee of €12,600 per annum. These fees take into account a 10% reduction agreed
by the members in 2009, at the request of the Minister for Finance. The Chief Executive of
the National Treasury Management Agency who is ex officio Chairman of the Board and
the Chief Executive Officer of the National Development Finance Agency, who is an ex
officio member of the Board, do not receive fees in respect of their membership.

4. National Pensions Reserve Fund Commission (7 members): The Chairman receives a fee
of €51,424 and each member receives €34,283 per annum. These fees take into account a
10% reduction agreed by the members in 2009, at the request of the Minister for Finance.
The Chief Executive of the National Treasury Management Agency who is an ex officio
member of the Commission does not receive any fee in respect of his membership.

5. National Asset Management Agency Board (9 members): The Chairman receives a fee
of €150,000, six members receive fees of €60,000 each per annum while one member (also
Chairman of the Credit Committee) receives a fee of €75,000 per annum. Each member of
the National Asset Management Agency Board also chairs or is a member of various
National Asset Management Agency Board committees. Their fees associated with these
committees are included in the above.

The Chief Executive of the National Treasury Management Agency and the Chief Executive
Officer of National Asset Management Agency, who are ex-officio members of the Board, do
not receive any fees in respect of their membership.

In addition, 5 persons, who are not members of the National Asset Management Agency
Board, sit on Board committees. Four of these external persons receive fees of €1,000 per
meeting with a maximum of 5 meetings per annum with the fifth person (member of Audit
Committee) receiving a fee of €10,000 per annum.

Total salary costs for the National Treasury Management Agency in 2010 were €30.5 million
including pension contributions.

The National Treasury Management Agency received funding from the Central Fund total-
ling €42.5m in 2010. However due to the recovery of operating costs from National Asset
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Management Agency and the Covered Credit Institutions in respect of 2010 (which is
refundable to the Central Fund), the net cost to the Central Fund for the National Treasury
Management Agency, on an accruals basis, in 2010 was €34.0m.

Questions Nos. 146 to 148, inclusive, answered with Question No. 135.

Departmental Properties

149. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide each and every
rental saving achieved by the Office of Public Works as referred to at page 11 of the First
Progress Report of the Public Service Agreement 2010-2014 together with details of the amount
of all one off costs and expenses associated with each rental saving listing the name of the
property, the rental saving in respect of that property, the costs and expenses in connection
therewith and the replacement properties used or required in each case in tabular form; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [17424/11]

Deputy Brian Hayes: In 2010 the Office of Public Works surrendered office accommodation
yielding a rental saving of €8.75m per annum. The leases concerned are scheduled in the follow-
ing table:

PROPERTY RENT € PER NEW COMMENTS
ANNUM REPLACEMENT

REQUIRED

ACHILL GAELTACHT 2,679 NO
AFFAIRS

ARKLOW NORTH QUAY 9,523 NO

ATHLONE OPW STORE 6,400 NO

ATHLONE PROBATION 110,472 Moved into leased building — see
SERVICE comments in following table.

ATHLONE PROBATION CAR 3,360 Moved into leased building — see
PARK comments in following table.

BANDON WEIR ST DESMOND 13,967

BUNBEG TEMP GARDA 6,674 NO
STATION

BUNCRANA SWO ST MARYS 34,000 Moved to Decentralised office
ROAD

CASTLEREA THE SQUARE 6,603 NO
AHGI

CAVAN TEMP DSFA OFFICE 60,000 NO

CLANWILLIAM COURT BLK1 480,000 NO
F3/4

CLARE ST 22-25 670,375 Building Purchased — See
Comments in following table

CLONDALKIN MONASTERY 570,000 Moved to Decentralised office in
ROAD Longford — Negotiated buy-out

of LeaseSee Comments in
following table

DUNDALK EARL HOUSE 177,763 NO

GALWAY HIBERNIAN HOUSE 27,299 Moved to regional leased office in
FLR1 Fairgreen, Galway — see

following table

GALWAY HIBERNIAN HOUSE 31,696 Moved to regional leased office in
FLR 1 Fairgreen, Galway — see

following table
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[Deputy Brian Hayes.]

PROPERTY RENT € PER NEW COMMENTS
ANNUM REPLACEMENT

REQUIRED

GALWAY HIBERNIAN HOUSE 54,281 Moved to regional leased office in
FLR 2 Fairgreen, Galway — see

following table

GALWAY HIBERNIAN HOUSE 150,375 Moved to regional leased office in
FLR 3/4 Fairgreen, Galway — see

following table

GALWAY ROSS HOUSE FLR 3 81,281 NO

GRAND CANAL ST LR 1 1,995,000 NO

HARCOURT ST 71 200,000 NO

HARCOURT ST 72-74 1,419,143 NO

IRISH LIFE BLOCKS 4/5 273,000 NO

KILLARNEY BOWLERS 9,100 Moved to Decentralised office
GARAGE

KILLARNEY SWLO 18,000 NO

LE POLE HOUSE 306,759 NO

LETTERKENNY NEPS TEMP 6,896 NO
OFFICE

LONGFORD VRT 12,825 NO

LYON/FINDLATER HOUSE 533,290 NO
FLR 1&2

LYON/FINDLATER HOUSE 7,618 NO
FLR5

MALLOW O’BRIEN ST 25 32,000 NO

MAYNOOTH BUSINESS 940,626 NO Negotiated buy-out of Lease — See
CAMPUS Comments in following table

MERRION SQ 24 THE MEWS 68,210 Moved to Decentralised office in
Portlaoise

MET EIREANN CORK 1,944 NO
AIRPORT

NAVAN VRO CAR PARK 4,680 NO

SCURLOCKSTOWN UNIT 1 67,752 Moved to Decentralised office

SLIGO BRIDGE STREET 2 32,000 NO

SLIGO CUSTOM HSE QUAY 15,000 NO
VRT

SLIGO WESTWARD TOWN 34,753 NO Negotiated buy-out of LeaseSee
CENTRE Comments in following table

SUN ALLIANCE HOUSE UNITS 161,000 NO Negotiated buy-out of LeaseSee
10-11(part surrender) Comments in following table

WEXFORD TEMP DECENT 75,000 Moved to Decentralised office
OFFICE 1

WEXFORD TEMP DECENT 33,336 Moved to Decentralised office
OFFICE 2

The following table lists the financial values pertinent to lease buy-outs; building acquisition
and move to alternative leased building:

Premises Cost of Lease Buy-Out(unless Rental Savings Arising(based on
otherwise stated) € remaining lease term) €

ATHLONE PROBATION 113, 832 (previous rent) 86, 298 (new rent)
SERVICE
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Premises Cost of Lease Buy-Out(unless Rental Savings Arising(based on
otherwise stated) € remaining lease term) €

** CLARE ST 22-25 5,650,000 (purchase amount) 3,073,000

CLONDALKIN MONASTERY 1,447,270 9,025,000
ROAD

MAYNOOTH BUSINESS 1,185,678 1,250,106
CAMPUS

SLIGO WESTWARD TOWN 100,000 101,150
CENTRE

SUN ALLIANCE HOUSE UNITS 555,000 936,000
10-11(part surrender)

GALWAY HIBERNIAN HOUSE 263,651 (previous rent) 371,439 (new rent)

TOTAL 9,315,431 14,842,293

The cost of dilapidation associated with the lease buy-outs amounted to €2,641,187. While the saving in the previous
table is of the order of €5.5m.
** 22-25 Clare Street was purchased at a very favourable price in December 2010.

150. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide each and every
procurement savings achieved by the Office of Public Works as referred to at page 11 of the
First Progress Report of the Public Service Agreement 2010-2014 in tabular form; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [17426/11]

Deputy Brian Hayes: In 2010, the National Procurement Service secured savings of €8.8
million under the 2009 Expenditure Reduction Initiative. This was achieved by requesting
Public Bodies to negotiate a reduction of up to 8% on all contracts for goods and services
above €100k and where legally feasible. A breakdown of the 2010 Procurement savings is set
out in the following table. Savings of €39 million refers to a direct reduction on all procurement
budgets in 2010 as directed by the Department of Finance. The National Procurement Service
worked closely with all public bodies in order to assist them to operate within this reduced
allocation.

Sector Savings €

Food / Catering Services /Drinking water 23,867

Training / Education / Mentoring Services 127,523

Building Security Services / Fire Prevention 191,500

Advertising/ Marketing / PR/ Media / Photography 203,057

Printing / Publishing / Design / Photocopying 6,935

Off Site Storage / Archiving / Record Management 15,000

Cleaning/Janitorial 705,798

Professional Services (Consultancy / Project 86,858
Management / Legal / Advisory/ Auctioneer /
Architect/Archaeological/ Quantity Surveying)

Insurance 2,834

Waste Disposal 55,230

Medical Supplies 288,861

Energy 492,000

Transport 15,333

IT & ICT Consumables 982,143

Plant & Equipment 66,000

Telephony 178,147
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[Deputy Brian Hayes.]

Sector Savings €

Furniture 107,550

Travel – air, bus, taxi etc. / Parking 20,496

Fuel / Electricity 780,283

Uniforms / Clothing 691,187

General Maintenance /Refurbishment / Landscaping / 15,217
Signage

Facility Management 44,070

Miscellaneous 3,688,656

Total 8,788,545

Tax Code

151. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding a
refund of tax under C45 in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare in view of
the fact that this was not honoured resulting in serious mortgage arrears possible house repos-
session; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17431/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners
that this is the sixth Parliamentary Question in connection with this matter. Questions were
asked previously on 27th May 2010, 8th July 2010, 29th September 2010, 4th November 2010
and the 19th May 2011 about this matter. The facts remain as follows:

• Following a Revenue audit, deductions incorrectly claimed by the taxpayer were with-
drawn, giving rise to a significant tax liability.

• Relevant Contract Tax credit of €23,530.25 was offset against an audit tax liability
leaving a net refund of €509.53.

• Revenue wrote to the taxpayer on the 28th Sep 2010 requesting acceptance of the
audit settlement proposals. Reminder letters issued to the taxpayer on the 1st Dec 2010
and 30th March 2011 again requesting acceptance of the audit settlement proposals.
To date the taxpayer has neither accepted or rejected these proposals.

The Revenue Commissioners would request that the taxpayer responds to the three
unanswered letters so as to expedite the closure of the matter.

EU-IMF Fund

152. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details of the
moneys drawn down to date from the EU/IMF support programme including the amounts
drawn down on those dates; the dates on which the draw downs took place; the interest rates
payable on those draw downs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17466/11]

153. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details of the
dates on which interest payments on the EU/IMF loans are due; the amount due to be paid on
these dates; the interest rate used to calculate these payments for 2011, 2012 and 2013; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [17467/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 152 and
153 together.
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To date, Ireland’s nominal borrowings under the EU/IMF Programme amount to €23 billion.
Details of the loans disbursed to date as supplied by the NTMA to my Department are set out
in the table. The information includes the dates of draw downs, the amounts, the maturity or
term, the equivalent annual interest rates based on the total costs of the loans, the date of the
next coupon and the interest due to be paid on those dates. It should be noted that the next
coupon date is also the first coupon date in respect of loans from the EFSF and the EFSM.
The first coupon date for IMF loans was in April this year.

There have been no draw downs to date from our bilateral loan partners, the UK, Sweden
and Denmark. The UK loan agreement has been finalised for some time and it stipulates that
the interest rate on the amounts drawn down will be based on the Sterling Pound mid-market
semi-annual swap rate at the time of drawdown plus a margin of 2.29%.

In relation to the Danish and Swedish loan facilities, these have not yet been signed but are
near completion. The interest rate on each will be based on the 3-month Euribor interest rate,
a market reference rate of good standing, plus a margin yet to be agreed.
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Lender Nominal Loan Amount Disbursed Date of Draw Maturity from date Interest Rate used Next Coupon date Interest payment
amount down of receipt. to calculate and frequency due at next

ongoing coupon date
payments

(Borrowing Cost
including margin

but excluding
fees and credit
enhancement

measures)

EFSM See note 1 €5.00 billion €4.973 billion 12-Jan-11 4 years 11 months 5.425% 05-Dec-11 €243 million
(Annual)

€3.40 billion €3.39 billion 24-Mar-11 7 years 6.175% 04-Apr-12 €216 million
(Annual)

€3.00 billion €2.986 billion 31-May-11 10 years 6.425% 04-Jun-12 (Annual) €195 million

EFSF See note 2 €4.20 billion3 €3.592 billion 01-Feb-11 5 years 6 months 5.22%4 18-Jul-11(Annual) €53 million

IMF See note 3 €5.84 billion €5.84 billion 18-Jan-11 71
2 years average 2.345% SDR = € 04-Aug- €44 million2

life 4.77%1 11(Quarterly)

€1.58 billion €1.58 billion 18-May-11 71
2 years average 2.345% SDR = € 04-Aug- €12 million2

life 4.77%1 11(Quarterly )

Overall Total €23.02 billion €22.36 billion 6.83 years;
weighted average

life

1. The current SDR floating rate (2.345%) on the IMF drawdown reflects the lower rate arising from a quota increase for Ireland on 4th March 2011. The estimated Euro
Equivalent rate on credit outstanding is 4.77% (pricing 31st May 2010) after hedging. The interest rate has been calculated on the basis of the total disbursements to date from
the IMF.
2. Estimated figures based on the current SDR interest rate, which is reset weekly.
3. This is the loan amount. The disbursement made available to the Exchequer from the EFSF is €3.592 billion after credit enhancement measures. This credit enhancement is
to ensure that the EFSF retains its top AAA credit rating and, thereby, minimizes the cost of funds it borrows. Under the only EFSF loan to Ireland to date, €0.6 billion was
retained thereby reducing the cash available to Ireland to €3.592 billion. The retained amount is the present value of the margin of 247 basis points over the life of the loan.
4. 5.22% is the coupon of 2.75% plus the margin of 2.47%. Taking credit enhancements and service fees into account the effective cost to Ireland is 5.90%.
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Note 1 EFSM:

The first coupon date of the EFSM loan drawn down on the 12th January 2011 is 5th
December 2011 when €243 million is payable. Thereafter, interest of €272 million is payable
on an annual basis (5 December each year) to maturity. With regard to the disbursement of 24
March 2011, the date of the first coupon payment means that the first interest rate period is
slightly over a year and the amount reflects this. The annual interest payable on 4 April in
2013 and subsequent years will be €210 million. The same issue arises in respect of the 31 May
2011 disbursement. The annual interest payable on 4 June in 2013 and subsequent years will
be €193 million.

Note 2 EFSF:

The first coupon date of the only EFSF loan drawn down to date occurs on the 18 July 2011.
As the first coupon is only in respect of the period from the 1st of February 2011 to 18 July
2011, €53 million of interest is payable. Thereafter interest is calculated on an annual basis. As
Ireland has already prepaid the margin of 2.47%, the annual interest payment of €115 million
relates only to the EFSF cost of funding, which was 2.75% in respect of this loan tranche. This
interest rate is fixed for the lifetime of the loan.

Note 3 IMF:

Interest will be paid quarterly at the IMF’s standard interest rate for drawings under its
Extended Fund Facility. This rate is set by reference to the IMF’s basic rate of charge plus
surcharges which are based on the size of the loan relative to the country’s IMF quota.

— For borrowings up to three times quota the interest rate is the SDR rate (currently
0.58%) plus 1%.

— Borrowings above the threshold of three times quota are charged an additional 2%.

— From 18 January 2014, the third anniversary of the availability of the 1st disbursement
of the IMF funds to Ireland, an additional 1% is charged on borrowings over 3
times quota

— In addition to the interest charge there is a once off up front handling fee of 0.5%
for all draw downs.

The SDR interest rate is reset weekly and is based on a weighted average of the three-month
Eurepo rate, three-month Japanese Treasury Discount bills, three-month UK Treasury bills,
and three-month US Treasury bills. The current SDR interest rate is 0.58%.

Credit Availability

154. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Finance the number of reviews carried
out by the Credit Review Office since its inception; the number of reviews that have upheld
the banks decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17477/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Credit Review Office has completed
54 reviews. There are a further 18 applications proceeding through the review process with 10
other applications on hand but whose eligibility has not yet been confirmed. The banks credit
decision was upheld in 23 of the 54 reviews completed. More work was required by the bor-
rower and bank or the review was withdrawn in 7 other cases. In the remaining 24 cases, the
banks’ credit decision was disputed. In all these cases to date, the banks subsequently provided
credit. I am informed by the Credit Review Office that 335 full time and 13 part time jobs were
protected in these 24 cases.

809



Questions— 28 June 2011. Written Answers

EU-IMF Fund

155. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will publish the corre-
spondence between the Government and the European Central Bank during the period leading
up to Ireland’s decision on 21 November 2010 to apply for an EU / IMF Programme
facility. [17487/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): During an ongoing crisis, it is important for
relationships between institutions to be developed, in order to allow for confidential nego-
tiations to take place, especially on particularly sensitive issues. This is particularly the case in
relation to the Irish authorities dealing with the ECB. It is normal practice for states to protect
the confidentiality of these discussions, and in fact is usually enshrined in the rules of associ-
ation of institutions. Indeed, this is reflected in the Freedom of Information Act, which provides
for exemptions for records relating to, for example, information received in confidence, com-
mercially sensitive information and the financial and economic interests of the state in sections
24, 26 and 31. These factors counterbalance the public interest, protecting the ability of the
Government when negotiating or deliberating on matters of national importance. It is con-
sidered that release of these records would impact on the integrity and viability of the decision-
making process to a significant degree without a countervailing benefit to the public, and would
prejudice our relationship with the ECB. For this reason, I do not intend to release this
information.

Budgetary Process

156. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if a date has been set for the
announcement of Budget 2012; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17488/11]

157. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details,
including timelines for the book of estimates and so on, of the budgetary process for 2012; if
he will confirm the role to be played by him and the Department of Public Expenditure and
Reform; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17493/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 156 and
157 together.

My Department will publish a pre-Budget Outlook in October of this year and, as is the
norm, it is intended that Budget 2012 will be presented to the Dáil in early December, though
the exact date has yet to be decided. Similarly, while the exact dates have not been set, the
Revised Estimates Volume would normally be published in February 2012 and referred to the
relevant Dáil Select Committees on the same date. The Estimates are then voted on by the
House in June. In relation to 2011, the RevisedEstimates for Public Expenditure 2011 will be
published shortly and will reflect the main changes following the re-organisation of Departmen-
tal responsibilities, the Jobs Initiative and minor administrative adjustments such as the intro-
duction of civilian drivers for Ministers.

The Deputy will also be aware, of course, of the arrangements introduced this year under
the new EU-semester, whereby the Stability Programme Update, containing revised macro-
economic and budgetary projections, was prepared and submitted to the European Commission
last April. This document was also laid before the Dáil and published on the Department of
Finance website. The purpose of these new arrangements is to allow for a more intensive period
of peer review of other member-states’ budgetary plans, thereby facilitating a greater degree
of budgetary coordination across the EU, and they form part of a wider suite of fiscal govern-
ance reforms which are emerging at EU-level.
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Finally, I, as the Minister for Finance, and Brendan Howlin, as the Minister for Public Expen-
diture and Reform, along with our respective Departments, will work very closely in the compi-
lation of Budget 2012, as the expenditure estimates are obviously a key factor in devising
budgetary policy and calculating the overall budgetary arithmetic.

158. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he has given consideration
to the balance of spending cuts and tax increases to be introduced in budget 2012.; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [17494/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The overall fiscal adjustment for 2012 under-
pinning the Joint EU/IMF Programme of Financial Support is €3.6 billion and this will be
implemented through a combination of further reductions to public expenditure and additional
revenue raising measures. The Stability Programme Update submitted to the European Com-
mission in April forecasts the 2012 General Government deficit at 8.6% of GDP. Based on the
macroeconomic and fiscal outlook at the time, this target is consistent with this level of fiscal
adjustment and is within the terms of the revised Excessive Deficit Procedure recommendation
issued by the ECOFIN Council last December.

As stated in the revised programme agreed with the EU/IMF in April 2011, the budgetary
measures set out in the original agreement in December 2010 will be examined by the Govern-
ment. Therefore the precise nature of the measures to be implemented in 2012 will be decided
upon in advance of Budget 2012 in light of more up-to-date economic and fiscal data and the
outcome of the Comprehensive Review of Expenditure, which is currently under way.

Fiscal Policy

159. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether new
legislation is required to impose losses on unsecured, unguaranteed senior bondholders at
Anglo Irish Bank and Irish Nationwide Building Society. [17495/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I have indicated to the House that, consist-
ent with Government policy, I will raise the issue of burden sharing which will allow for the
imposition of loses on unguaranteed and unsecured senior bondholders in Anglo and INBS
with the IMF and EU authorities in the autumn. I have also indicated that we will take no
unilateral action in this area. While legislation is in place to provided for burden sharing with
subordinated debt holders under the Credit Institutions (Stabilisation) Act 2010 there are cur-
rently no provisions on the statute book to specifically provided for burden sharing with
senior bondholders.

EU-IMF Fund

160. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance when the next draw down of
funds under the EU / IMF Programme is due to take place; if he will confirm the source from
which the draw down will come; the amount involved; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [17581/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Future disbursements are kept under con-
stant review and are the subject of discussion in the quarterly reviews. Disbursements in each
quarter can only take place after the IMF Executive Board, the Eurogroup and ECOFIN
have approved the compliance reports prepared, respectively, by IMF Staff and the European
Commission Services. The actual disbursements take place in the period following the respec-
tive meetings. Disbursements from the EFSF and EFSF are somewhat dictated by the timing of
their market interventions and discussions around this are held with the NTMA as appropriate.
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[Deputy Michael Noonan.]

Under the combined 1st and 2nd Reviews, which took place in April 2011, the disbursement
profile was agreed as set out in the following table:

Source Q3—2011 Q4—2011 2012 2013 Totals

EU (incl. Bilaterals)* €3.0 bn €7.7 bn €12.7 bn €6.6 bn €30.0 bn

IMF €1.5 bn €3.9 bn €6.3 bn €3.4 bn €15.1 bn

Total €4.5 bn €11.6 bn €19.0 bn €10.0 bn €45.1 bn

*These are net disbursement figures. Gross borrowing will be higher due to the credit enhancement measures
required under EFSF arrangements.

The funds to be sourced from the EU includes an estimated €4.8 billion of bilateral loans
from the UK, Sweden and Denmark. Under the bilateral agreement with the UK worth a total
value of Stg£3.2 billion (€3.8 billion, based on the conversion rates prevailing in November
2010, is the assumed value in the table above), the funds should be disbursed in eight equal
tranches starting in the third quarter of 2011. The bilateral loan agreements, including the
disbursement profiles, with Sweden and Denmark are being finalised. The current expectation
is that the combined €1 billion from these sources will be split equally between 2012 and 2013
and this is reflected in the table.

Public Service Contracts

161. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the value per Government
agency of contracts issued outsourcing IT services for 2010 and 2011; of those contracts issued,
the number of sub-contracts and sub-sub-contracts issued as a condition of the original contract
issued and if the information will be broken down on a per contract basis per government
agency. [17592/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Department of Finance, the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform, the Office of the Revenue Commissioners, the
Comptroller and Auditor General, the Information Commissioner, the Office of the Ombuds-
man, the State Laboratory, and the Valuation Office do not outsource IT services, in the normal
industry sense of the word and consequently do not have any contracts for outsourcing IT
services. The policy of these bodies is to engage external resources to work with in-house staff
as and when the need arises. Additional time is required to source the information sought by
the Deputy on the Office of Public Works, the Public Appointments Service and the Valuation
Tribunal. The information regarding these bodies will be forwarded directly to the Deputy
when it comes to hand.

Fiscal Policy

162. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance in view of the fact that our
banks are effectively State owned and that many young house holders are now under tremen-
dous pressure by the banks as they have fallen into arrears with their mortgage payments, if
he will introduce a scheme where persons will only pay what would be an acceptable similar
sum to the rent that the property would make if it were put on the open market for letting,
this rent could be taken off the mortgage over a period of time and the time of the mortgages
could be extended in line with other European countries, where a much longer lifetime of
mortgages are the norm in comparison to the usual time frame here; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [17611/11]
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Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I would like to inform the Deputy that there
are a number of measures in place to assist mortgage holders who are in genuine difficulties
with regard to the payment of their mortgages. The Deputy will be aware of the work of the
Expert Group on Mortgage Arrears and Personal Debt. This Group published its final Report
in November 2010. All of the Expert Group’s recommendations are listed in Chapter 2 of the
Report which can be accessed at www.finance.gov.ie .

One of the recommendations of the Group was that lenders should offer a Deferred Interest
Scheme (DIS) to borrowers. Under this Scheme, borrowers are allowed, subject to certain
criteria being satisfied, to pay at least 66% of their mortgage interest but less than 100%.
Payment of the balance may be deferred for up to 5 years. Lenders representing the majority
of the market have already indicated their willingness to implement the Group’s proposals for
a DIS or a variation of it. While the scheme is voluntary for all lenders, those who have signed
up in support of the scheme will be monitored by the Central Bank to ensure compliance.

Since the publication of the Group’s Report, the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears
(CCMA) has been revised by the Central Bank to reflect many of the recommendations, includ-
ing key recommendations relating to the introduction by all regulated lenders of a standardised
Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP). The most significant changes in the revised
CCMA include:

• Penalty interest charges may not be imposed on borrowers in arrears who co-operate
with the MARP,

• Harassment of borrowers through unsolicited communications is outlawed,

• Borrowers in financial difficulties, but not in arrears, are allowed to come under the
MARP,

• When a lender is determining the 12 month period the lender must wait before applying
to the courts to commence legal action, the lender must exclude any time period during
which a borrower is complying with the terms of an alternative repayment arrangement,
making an appeal to the internal appeals board or making a complaint to the Financial
Services Ombudsman. The revised CCMA came into effect on 1 January 2011 and can
be accessed at www.centralbank.ie. Lenders are required to comply with the CCMA as a
matter of law but have been given a period of six months grace ending on 30 June
2011 to put in place the requisite systems and training of staff necessary to support the
implementation of the MARP.

The recommendation of the Group to amend the local authority needs assessment process has
been implemented by the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Govern-
ment. Local authorities have been provided with guidance on the treatment of applicants for
social housing support whose mortgages have been deemed unsustainable. Discussions are on-
going between that Department and the Irish Bankers’ Federation to enable borrowers, whose
properties are to be repossessed to remain in their homes for a period of time, pending the
sourcing of appropriate accommodation by the housing authority.

As regards the recommendations of the Group in relation to the Mortgage Interest Sup-
plement Scheme (MIS), I have been informed by the Department of Social Protection that the
implementation of these recommendations will require changes to both primary and secondary
legislation. That Department is currently finalizing an implementation plan that will set out a
framework for the future of the MIS.

I note the proposal made by the Deputy, whereby a borrower would pay an amount equiv-
alent to the rent that the property could reasonably be expected to realise if put on the open
market, in lieu of the actual amount of the mortgage due, thereby lengthening the time for full
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repayment of the mortgage. I have no plans to introduce such a scheme at this time. Finally,
people in debt or in danger of getting into debt can avail of the services of the Money Advice
and Budgeting Service. This is a national, free, confidential and independent service.

Proposed Legislation

163. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance the date on which he will publish
the Betting (Amendment) Bill 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17612/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): The Finance Act 2011 contains legislation
that, subject to a Ministerial Commencement Order, provides for the extension of betting duty
to remote bookmakers and betting exchanges. The tax changes provided for in the Finance
Act can only be implemented once the Betting (Amendment) Bill, which will provide for a
regulatory and licensing regime, is enacted. The Betting (Amendment) Bill 2011 is currently at
an advanced stage of drafting.

Tax Reliefs

164. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Question
No. 82 of 29 March 2011, when the economic impact assessment referred therein will be pub-
lished and when a commencement order bringing Section 13. of the Finance Act 2011 into
effect will be signed; if it is still his intention to include replacement of windows and doors
amongst the works which will be eligible for tax relief under the scheme; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [17657/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): Section 13 of Finance Act 2011 provided
for income tax relief at the standard rate for expenditure incurred by individuals on a range of
works carried out to improve the energy efficiency of residential premises situated in the State.
The underpinning legislation for the scheme was subject to Commencement Order. However,
that legislation, on review, was found to have flaws and would have required amendment before
it could be implemented.

As part of the announcement in the recent Jobs Initiative, the Government undertook to
provide further funding for the grants available under the Better Energy Homes scheme
operated by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI). Because of these circum-
stances, I decided to review the requirement for a co-existing tax incentive for similar works
and following this review, I have decided not to proceed with the introduction of the tax relief
scheme. As the tax relief scheme will now not come into effect, there is no need to complete
the economic impact assessment that was planned.

Tax Code

165. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Finance the reason VAT has been
charged to an organisation (details provided) using an area of land on the Curragh, County
Kildare, which had not previously been charged. [17660/11]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Michael Noonan): I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners
that Section 117 of the Finance Act 2010 provides for VAT to be charged in respect of the
receipts from certain activities of public bodies, including Departments of State, local auth-
orities and bodies established by enactment, with effect from 1 July 2011. Before further com-
ment can be made in this case additional information regarding the VAT background to the
transaction is required. The Revenue Commissioners will request this additional information
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from the relevant public body in the near future. On receipt of this additional information the
Revenue Commissioners will communicate further with the relevant public body.

Higher Education Grants

166. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the rates
for higher education grants will be finalised; and when the application forms will be available
to the public. [17216/11]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I am pleased to inform the Deputy
that the student grant scheme for the 2011/12 academic year was published on 27 June 2011.
The scheme, application form and guidance notes are available on the studentfinance.ie web-
site. The rates of grant for 2011, which applied since January of this year, are as follows:

EU Funding

167. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will allocate
some funding from the national allocation of European Globalisation Fund funding to enable
former SR Technic workers to complete educational courses they have undertaken in order to
update their skills to help them find alternative employment; if his attention has been drawn
to the fact that the EGF funding provided for this purpose is due to expire in October 2011
which is 12 months earlier than the workers anticipated; is it the case that the initial application
for funding was made by the former Government in October 2009 and the application was only
signed off in October 2010 which meant that the period for funding commenced from the actual
date of the application and not the date of approval; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [17512/11]

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): The
Irish authorities submitted the application for EGF co-financing support for redundant workers
at the S R Technics aircraft maintenance facility at Dublin Airport on 9 October 2009. The
European Commission approved the EGF application in September 2010 while the formal
decision from the EGF Budgetary authority approving the application was made on 8
December 2010. That decision provides for a maximum 65% EGF co-financed contribution of
€7.4m to be used for EGF programme measures from 25 March 2009, the date when prog-
ramme supports commenced nationally, up to 9 October 2011, the EGF programme end date.

The significant lapse of time between EGF application submission by the EU Member State
and EU approval is a feature of the EGF and one which Ireland has raised with the European
Commission. Notwithstanding the fact that EU approval is received several months after an
EGF application submission, the cost of eligible measures provided immediately after, or even
prior to, the redundancy of an EGF eligible person, may be claimed from the EGF if included
in the relevant application from the EU member state.

As I have previously stated in the House on a number of occasions in recent weeks on this
issue, the end date of EGF co-financing of relevant supports for the SR Technics redundant
workers must cease on 9 October 2011 in accordance with the European Commission decision.
This end-date has always been made clear to both the providers of supports to the redundant
workers including in written correspondence and to the redundant workers wishing to avail of
those supports including at public meetings and at meetings with worker representatives. In
this context, it was always made clear to the former S R Technics workers and their representa-
tives both at public meetings and at meetings held at their request with officials of my Depart-
ment, that the full duration of third level education courses would not be funded through the
EGF programme and that funding would end before accreditation is achieved.
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Under the EGF Regulation governing the Fund, EU co-financing for a maximum amount of
65% of the total cost of an EGF programme of measures is available for a maximum of 24
months from the date of submission of an application by a Member State. The nationally
funded EGF allocation is used for the sole purpose of providing the remaining minimum 35%
national co-financed contribution for eligible measures forming part of the overall EGF prog-
ramme for the duration of the programme only. No additional national funding is available to
fund continued study on EGF-related education courses after 9 October 2011 outside the nor-
mal funding available to all students.

School Staffing

168. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will advise of
the panel rights of special needs assistants and the level of job security an SNA may expect
after three or four years service. [17014/11]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Firstly, I wish to clarify for the
Deputy that Special Needs Assistant (SNA) allocations are not permanent, as the level of SNA
support allocated to a school may be increased or decreased as pupils who qualify for SNA
support enrol or leave a school. They are also decreased where a child’s care needs may have
diminished over time. There is therefore no panel system in place for SNAs.

A Special Needs Assistant whose post is surplus to the approved allocation to the school may
be entitled to a redundancy payment under the terms of circular 58/2006 — titled Redundancy
Arrangements for Special Need Assistants. Support to SNAs who may have been made redun-
dant is provided for within the terms of this scheme.

The recruitment and deployment of SNAs within schools are matters for the individual
Principal/Board of Management. The Board is the SNA’s employer and the terms of employ-
ment are subject to the conditions of the contract of employment.

The Deputy will be aware that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is respon-
sible, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) for allocat-
ing resource teachers and SNAs to schools to support children with special educational needs.
The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support, which now
includes a requirement for the NCSE to have regard to an overall cap on the number of
SNA posts.

The NCSE has issued a circular to all schools advising of the allocation process for SNA
support for the 2011/2012 school year. A key feature of the amended scheme will be to provide
for an annual allocation of SNA support to eligible schools.

The NCSE asked schools to submit all applications for SNA support to them by 18th March,
2011 and are currently in the process of informing schools of their annual SNA allocation for
the coming school year.

Emergency Works Scheme

169. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills when emergency fund-
ing will be available for repairs to a school (details supplied) in County Carlow in view of the
fact that their existing facilities have been deemed unfit for use by qualified engineers.
[17040/11]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): An application under my Depart-
ment’s Emergency Works Scheme to fully refurbish the home economics room, address Health
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and Safety issues in the corridors and classrooms and for the provision of disabled access
facilities has been received from the school referred to by the Deputy.

The purpose of the Emergency Works Scheme is solely for unforeseen emergencies or to
provide funding to facilitate inclusion and access for special needs pupils. An emergency is
deemed to be a situation which poses an immediate risk to health, life, property or the envir-
onment which is sudden, unforeseen and requires immediate action and in the case of a school
if not corrected would prevent the school or part thereof from opening.

As the scope of works for the refurbishment element of this project is outside the terms of
the Emergency Works Scheme it cannot be considered for emergency funding. The school has
been informed of the decision.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that my Department recently approved emergency fund-
ing for the provision of the disabled access facilities at the school in question.

School Accommodation

170. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Education and Skills when funding will be
available to provide appropriate accommodation for the austic spectrum disorder classrooms
in a school (details supplied) in County Carlow. [17041/11]

191. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ensure
that the necessary approvals are granted to allow the necessary renovations and extensions to
a school (details supplied) in County Carlow; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [17422/11]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions Nos.
170 and 191 together.

A major project for the school, referred to by the Deputy, was included on the list of projects
on the work programme for 2011, which was announced on 24 January last. A technical assess-
ment of the school has been completed and my Department has agreed the Schedule of Accom-
modation with the school authority, which includes the provision of a Special Needs Unit. The
next stage involves the appointment of a Design team and this appointment process is expected
to commence shortly.

All large scale building projects, including this project, from initial design stage through to
construction phase are being progressed in the context of my Department’s multi-annual School
Building and Modernisation Programme and the available financial resources.

Ministerial Responsibilities

171. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Education and Skills the specific roles
and responsibilities of the Ministers of State in his Department. [17051/11]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Two Ministers of State were
appointed to my Department. The Minister of State, Deputy Ciarán Cannon, has responsibility
for training and skills and the Minister of State, Deputy Seán Sherlock, has responsibility for
research and innovation within my Department and in the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and
Innovation. Set out below, for the Deputy’s information, is a note on the roles and responsibil-
ities of the Ministers of State.

Functions of Minister Seán Sherlock T.D., Minister of State for Research and Innovation
within the Department of Education and Skills.
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Oversight of the implementation of the specific range of higher education commitments that
come under the responsibility of the Minister for Education and Skills in the:

Strategy for Science Technology and Innovation;

The Report of the Innovation Task Force

Recommendations in relation to research and innovation in the National Strategy for Higher
Education (“Hunt Report”) in particular recommendations relating to research and research
careers performance metrics, research and innovation activities, including knowledge transfer
and commercialisation, and ensuring promotional criteria reflect parity of esteem for differen-
tiated research missions across disciplines.

Oversight of the research funding programmes under the Irish Research Council for the
Humanities and Social Sciences (IRCHSS) and Irish Research Council for Science and Tech-
nology (IRCSET).

The Minister of State will have particular policy responsibility for driving the response of
the higher education institutions to the commercialisation challenge, including in particular:

Ensuring that HEIs encompass IP management and commercialisation as a Central part
of their mission;

Strengthening institutional competence at Technology Transfer Office level and among
researchers;

Enhancing the capacity of institutes of technology to partner with industry in Regional
innovation.

While not a specific delegated function given the link between performance in STEM subjects
in school and the research agenda the Minister for Education and Skills proposes to involve
the Minister of State in policy discussions and decisions on relevant curricular issues.

Functions of Mr. Ciarán Cannon T.D., Minister of State for Training and Skills and School
Transport within the Department of Education and Skills.

Further Education and Training

Within the overall strategic and structural framework for the future development of skills,
training and further education which will be determined by the Minister for Education and
Skills, the statutory powers and duties of the Minister for Education and Skills, conferred on
him by or under the Youth Employment Agency Act 1981, the Industrial Training Act 1967,
the Labour Services Act 1987 with the exception of Section 6, Section 3 (2) and Schedule 1,
the National Training Fund Act 2000.

The statutory powers and duties of the Minister for Education and Skills conferred by the
Education Act 1998 as they relate to planning and coordinating adult education (including
adult educational disadvantage).

Further education and training programmes including the development of further education
and training programmes at FETAC levels 1 to 6 (or equivalent) for early school leavers,
school leavers and adults returning to education and training, particularly those with less than
upper second level education and especially in the context of the National Skills Strategy,
labour market entrants, re-entrants, those in employment and the unemployed.

FÁS;
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The National Training Fund and programmes funded from it;

The European Social Fund;

The Labour Market Activation Fund;

The European Globalisation Fund.

The implementation of the following programmes and supports, within the resources made
available:

Full-time Further Education programmes (Youthreach, Senior Traveller Training Centres
(STTCs), Vocational Training Opportunities Scheme (VTOS) and Post Leaving Certificate
(PLC) courses);

Part-time Further Education programmes (Adult Literacy, Community Education and the
Back to Education Initiative);

The Adult Education Guidance Initiative (AEGI);

Training programmes run by FÁS, Skillnets and other agencies for the unemployed,
employed, apprentices and people with disabilities.

School Transport

The statutory powers and duties of the Minister for Education and Skills conferred by the
Education Act 1998 as they relate school transport services:

Policy review and development of the school transport schemes

Promotion and enhancement of safety on school transport services

Prioritisation and allocation of funding for school transport services within the resources
made available.

** In exercising these delegated functions, the Ministers of State will have regard to the
overall responsibilities of the Minister for Education and Skills in relation to the wider policy
and budgetary framework, and the determination of priorities within that, for the Department
of Education and Skills.

172. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Education and Skills the level of partici-
pation and responsibility of each Minister of State in his Department in relation to attendance
at Ministerial Councils for which he has responsibility since the formation of the Government;
if he will list all such meetings which have taken place and the Minister in attendance at each
meeting [17064/11]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Since the formation of the Govern-
ment, there has been one formal EU Ministerial Council meeting and one informal meeting of
Education Ministers. I attended the formal Education, Youth and Culture Council meeting in
Brussels in May 2011 and Minister for State Ciarán Cannon attended the informal Ministerial
meeting in Budapest in March 2011.

School Staffing

173. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of special
needs assistants employed in County Donegal. [17140/11]
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Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The information requested by
the Deputy on the number of special needs assistants employed in County Donegal is not
readily available.

The number of Special Needs Assistants employed nationally from 2007 to 2010 is available
in the document below. The details for each year are the December figures for the year in
question. The primary schools information is inclusive of the special schools details.

The Deputy will be aware that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is respon-
sible, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), for allocat-
ing special needs resources to schools to support children with special educational needs. The
NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support. The NCSE will
continue to support schools, parents, children and teachers and special needs assistants will
continue to be deployed to schools to meet children’s needs in line with my Department’s
policy.

Number of Special Needs Assistants

Year Number of Special Needs Assistants in Number of Special Needs Assistants in Post
Primary schools Primary Schools, including VECs.

2007 8038 1786

2008 8440 2002

2009 8392 1950

2010 8401 2142

Schools Building Projects

174. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position
regarding a building project in respect of a school (details supplied); and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [17174/11]

180. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the refur-
bishment of a school (details supplied) in Dublin 13; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [17220/11]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions Nos.
174 and 180 together.

The project for the school referred to by the Deputies is currently at an early stage of
architectural planning.

The Board of Management and Design team have submitted a report to my Department for
review. Upon completion of that review my Department officials will respond directly to the
Board of Management.

Until planning permission has been secured and the advanced stages of architectural planning
have been completed, it will not be possible to give an indication of the timeframe for com-
pletion of the subsequent tender and construction stages.

School Services Staff

175. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Education and Skills if ancillary staff
at a college (details supplied) in County Westmeath, who do not wish to transfer to the new
private management company, can be redeployed in the wider public sector in the Athlone
area. [17202/11]
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Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The school referred to by the
Deputy is one of 8 new schools which were approved for inclusion in the 3rd Bundle of schools
to be procured via Public Private Partnership (PPP). The procurement of these schools is
ongoing and it is expected that subject to the successful completion of the tendering and local
authority planning process that a contract for the delivery of these schools will be finalised in
early 2012.

The Department of Education and Skills operates the Design Build Finance and Maintain
(DBFO) model for PPP projects. This provides that the maintenance of the buildings over the
25 year period of the contract becomes the responsibility of the PPP Operator and ancillary
staff currently employed by the school will be given the option, under EU legislation, of trans-
ferring their employment to the PPP Company.

Officials from my Department met with representatives of the ancillary staff of the school
mentioned by the Deputy in April 2011 and committed that all available options will be
presented to the staff in question at the earliest opportunity. It will not be possible to do this
in advance of the appointment of a successful tenderer and a scheduled completion date being
finalised. At that point further discussions will take place with the relevant staff to ensure the
full suite of available options can be presented.

I would also like to point out that the Government has given certain commitments to public
servants under the Public Service Agreement 2010-2014 including a commitment that compul-
sory redundancy will not apply within the public service, save where existing exit provisions
apply. Accordingly, for the lifetime of the Public Service Agreement, any serving public ser-
vants in the VEC who decide following the presentation of the full suite of options, that they
do not wish to transfer to the PPP company are protected from compulsory redundancy, subject
to them agreeing to re-deployment to another public service position in line with the provisions
in that respect contained in the Agreement.

School Transport

176. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he can advise on a
school transport issue (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [17210/11]

182. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will review
the decision to alter a school bus route (details supplied) County Limerick in view of the fact
that the parents and stakeholders of the school have identified an alternative to the removal of
the service which they believe will not come at an increased cost to the Department. [17226/11]

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 176 and 182 together.

I wish to inform the Deputy that school transport arrangements under the Closed School
Rule originated from the last major amalgamation of schools in the late 1960s. Under the
Closed School Rule, transport is generally provided to the school of amalgamation for pupils
who reside in a closed school area. However, over the course of the last forty two years, many
parts of Ireland have experienced changes in population, the number of schools in an area
may have increased and private transport is more widely available. While my Department
acknowledges the importance of school transport, my Department must always seek to ensure
that every service that is funded by the public is operated in a manner that delivers for pupils,
parents and taxpayers alike.

821



Questions— 28 June 2011. Written Answers

[Deputy Ciarán Cannon.]

Changes to school transport services relating to the Closed School Rule and the minimum
number of eligible pupils required to retain or establish a school transport service were
announced in the 2011 Budget by the previous Fianna Fáil-Green Party Government and derive
from recommendations in the Value for Money Review of the scheme.

Regarding the Closed School Rule (CSR) it is important to stress that there are a number
of dimensions to the cessation of this rule. The first of these, which will be implemented from
September 2011, involves the uniform application of the distance criterion to all pupils travel-
ling under the primary transport scheme, including those travelling under the CSR. This means
that children residing less than 3.2 kilometres from their school of amalgamation will be
deemed ineligible for school transport. In such cases, these children may apply for concession-
ary transport.

A further change which will take effect in September 2011 is the increase from 7 to 10 in the
number of eligible pupils, residing in a distinct locality, required to retain or establish a school
transport service. In general, this means that the minimum number required to establish or
retain a service broadly represents a return to 2002 levels. Again it is important to stress that
families of eligible pupils, for whom there is no school transport service available, may apply
for a grant towards the cost of making private transport arrangements.

Irish Sign Language

177. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Education and Skills the mechanisms he
will examine to promote the recognition of Irish sign language; the persons who examine these
mechanisms; the time-frame during which they will conduct their examination; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [17217/11]

178. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has
been drawn to the fact that Icelandic and Hungarian sign language have been recently recog-
nised in their respective States; his plans to make Irish sign language an official language; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [17218/11]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions Nos.
177 and 178 together.

The Deputy may be aware that Section 2 of the Official Languages Act 2003 states that “the
official languages” of the State are (a) the Irish language (being the national language and the
first official language) and (b) the English language (being a second official language) as speci-
fied in Article 8 of the Constitution.

I wish to advise the Deputy that Irish Sign language (ISL) has formal recognition in the
Education Act, 1998. Under the Act, it is a function of the Minister for Education and Science
(Skills) to ensure, subject to the provisions of the Act, that there is made available to each
person resident in the State, including a person with a disability or who has other special
educational needs, support services and a level and quality of education appropriate to meeting
the needs and abilities of that person. This includes provision for students learning through ISL.

A number of initiatives which seek to promote, develop and implement ISL in order that it
will achieve greater recognition and use in the education system are currently in place. These
include:

• the special schools for the deaf have been encouraged in relation to the use of sign
language in class.
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• funding for an ISL weekly home tuition service whereby deaf tutors visit the homes of
deaf pre-school children and deaf school-going pupils to provide training in ISL for the
deaf children, pupils, their siblings and parents

• funding is also made available through the Special Education Support Service (SESS) to
enable individual teachers and whole school staff to undertake courses in Irish Sign Lang-
uage which are available throughout the country through a variety of providers.

In addition, the Visiting Teacher Service for Children and Young People with a Hearing
Impairment is provided by my Department from the time of referral through to third level
education. The Visiting Teacher service provides advice and support to ensure that the needs
of children and young people with hearing impairment are met. This service is available at pre-
school, primary and post-primary levels. Specifically, the service works in partnership with
parents of pre-school children with hearing impairment, visiting their homes and/or meeting
them in groups to inform, advise and offer guidance in matters pertaining to their education
and overall development and in helping their children to derive maximum benefit from the
educational opportunities available.

The Deputy may be aware that assessment, rehabilitation and information services for chil-
dren with hearing impairment and their families are funded by the Health Service Executive
(HSE), either directly or indirectly. Services provided include communication therapy and lip-
reading classes as well as sign language classes.

My Department, through the Higher Education Authority (HEA), has established and funds
a Centre for Deaf Studies in Trinity College, Dublin which provides diploma courses for
ISL/English interpreters, deaf tutors and in deaf studies. The course modules deal with issues
such as sign linguistics, bilingualism and socio-linguistics of sign language. The course is deliv-
ered in seminar sessions/group work and the award of the diploma is based on continued
assessment and a project and course design. The HEA has allocated €387,000 in core funding
to the Centre in the current academic year.

Finally, I wish to advise the Deputy that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE)
has commissioned an external, high-level review of the issues surrounding deaf education. This
review will focus on models of provision with reference to evidenced-based outcomes and the
implications of adopting different approaches. I look forward to receiving the policy advice
from the NCSE in this regard.

School Staffing

179. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention
has been drawn to the fact that a school (details supplied) in Dublin 8, having lost it’s special
class has been informed that it will not be sanctioned for a full-time resource teacher; his views
on the concerns of parents, teaching staff and the wider community that this will have a detri-
mental effect particularly on those children with special needs but also for all pupils in the
school; if he will allow the school to appoint a full-time resource teacher thereby allowing the
school which has established a positive reputation for integrating children with special needs
to maintain its current staffing level. [17219/11]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Deputy will be aware that the
National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Special Edu-
cational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications for special edu-
cational needs supports. This includes the allocation of Resource Teaching hours to schools as
well as the establishment of special classes and the discontinuation of such classes where the
need no longer exists.
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I understand that with regard to the school referred to by the Deputy, that the class for
pupils with Mild General Learning Disability (MGLD) in the school will not be sanctioned by
the NCSE for the coming school year, as the school does not have the minimum number of
pupils required to retain such a class.

In relation to the allocation of individual Resource Teaching support, Departmental Circu-
lars 30/2011 and 37/2011 provide information to schools regarding the arrangements which are
being put in place for the 2011/12 school year.

For the coming 2011/12 school year, an allocation of 90% of valid identified resource teaching
allocations has been made to schools, in the first instance, to provide schools with the majority
of their allocation, while also preserving enough capacity to deal with late applications and to
ensure that the DES can remain within Employment Control Framework obligations

Schools have been asked to forward any outstanding applications, or additional outstanding
materials to support incomplete applications, to the NCSE for their consideration, as soon as
possible, but in any event by no later than 16th September 2011. Having considered all of the
outstanding applications received from schools by September 16th, depending on the level of
demand, the NCSE may be in a position to revisit the 90% allocation of Resource Teaching
hours made to date for schools.

Question No. 180 answered with Question No. 174.

Departmental Funding

181. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on the
effectiveness of the financial benefits against the long term repercussions on the education
system in respect of a school (details supplied) in Dublin 18; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [17224/11]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The correspondence provided by
the Deputy covers a wide range of budgetary and other measures in order to comply with
the terms of the Programme for National Recovery and the EU/IMF Programme of Support
for Ireland.

The focus of my Department is to ensure that we achieve the maximum from whatever
resources we can make available to schools.

It is only by taking the difficult but necessary corrective action on our public finances that
we can have a sustainable basis for the allocation of resources to our schools into the future.

Question No. 182 answered with Question No. 176.

Ministerial Travel

183. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the rate of travel
expense that is mileage paid for use of his private cars; the rate of subsistence payments and
any other allowances available to him and his Ministers of State in the course if their appoint-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17238/11]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As part of the new transport
regime for Cabinet Ministers, as decided by Cabinet on 15 March 2011, I am subject to the
normal civil service regulations and rates in respect travel and subsistence expenses as set out
in Circular 11/82 (as amended by Circulars 22/2005 and 07/2009) with some exceptions which
are listed below.
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There are no other allowances payable to me or the Minister of State in respect of Travel
and Subsistence or Salary being paid by the Department.

The exceptions include: An additional mileage rate in respect of engine capacity greater than
2001cc; Mileage in respect of which the allowance is paid is limited to 96,540 kilometres per
year; A subsistence rate of €72.66 which is half the Civil Service Class A overnight rate of
€108.99, increased by one-third. The vouched cost of a hotel room may also be included as part
of the subsistence being claimed. Where meals are supplied the appropriate deductions are
made from the subsistence claim. Where all meals are provided, no subsistence is due.

The rates applicable in respect of Travel and Subsistence Allowances are in the following
table.

Travel Allowances:

Official Motor Travel in Calendar Year — Rates per KM effective 5th March 2009

Engine Capacity up Engine Capacity Engine Capacity Engine Capacity
to 1200cc 1200cc to 1500cc 1501cc to 2000cc 2001cc and over

Up to 6437KM 39.12 cent 46.25 cent 59.07 cent 70.89 cent

6438KM and over 21.22 cent 23.62 cent 28.46 cent 34.15 cent

Reduced Travel 14.64 cent 16.64 cent 19.49 cent 23.39 cent
Rates per KM*

*Conference / Training Course Attendance Mileage Rates

Subsistence Allowances:

Official Subsistence Rates in Calendar Year Rates 5th March 2009

Class A Rate Overnight 10 hours or more 5 hours but less than
10 hours

Minister / Minister €72.66* 33.61 13.71
of State

*Rate is calculated as half the Civil Service Class A overnight rate of €108.99, increased by one-third.

A claim may also be made in respect of the vouched cost of a hotel room (including tax and up to 15% service charge).

Student Loans

184. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will consider
a programme of State backed low interest loans for students who are struggling to afford the
full costs of third level education. [17322/11]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I have no immediate plans for the
introduction of a student loan scheme.

As the Deputy will be aware where full-time undergraduate students meet the eligibility
criteria of my Department’s free fees schemes, the exchequer meets their tuition fee costs.
Financial support is also available to students at both undergraduate and postgraduate levels
in the form of student grants. In addition, Section 473A, Taxes Consolidation Act, 1997, as
amended by Section 11 of the Finance Act 2011, provides for tax relief, at the standard rate of
tax, for tuition fees paid in respect of approved courses at approved colleges of higher education
including certain approved undergraduate and postgraduate courses in E.U. Member States
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and in non EU countries. Detailed information on all financial supports for students can be
found on the website www.studentfinance.ie.

The implementation issues associated with introducing a student loan scheme were pre-
viously assessed by the Department of Education and Skills in the context of policy options for
new forms of student contribution. A July 2009 technical report on these policy options, includ-
ing the introduction of a loan scheme, is published on the Department’s website.

Future demand for participation growth in higher education needs to be reconciled with
limitations on public resources and a need to protect and enhance core quality. Although the
nature of these difficult trade-offs are described in the National Strategy for Higher Education
to 2030, the strategy also identifies the need for more detailed analysis. In this regard, I have
asked the Higher Education Authority to undertake further work on the sustainability of the
existing funding framework over the course of this year. This work will inform consideration
by Government of policy options in relation to future funding of the sector.

Schools Building Projects

185. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will confirm
that Stage 2A of the design plan for a school (details supplied) in Dublin 18 has been approved;
if he will allow the school to prepare documentation for Stage 2B; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [17326/11]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The building project for the school
referred to by the Deputy is currently at an early stage of architectural planning. The stage 2A
submission was recently received from the Design team and is currently being reviewed by my
Department. When that review is complete and the submission has been approved my Depart-
ment will revert to the Board of Management of the school regarding progression of the project
to Stage 2B.

Departmental Schemes

186. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position
regarding applicants (details supplied) for the springboard scheme; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [17339/11]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Springboard is a specific initiative
targeted at unemployed people who have lost jobs in sectors where employment levels will
not return and who will need new qualifications and skills to re-enter employment as the
economy recovers.

To be eligible for a place on a Springboard course an applicant must have been unemployed
for a minimum of 6 months when the course starts. At the time of starting a Springboard course
an applicant also must be in receipt of Jobseeker’s Allowance, Jobseeker’s Benefit or One
Parent Family Payment or be signing for contribution credits and be available and actively
seeking employment. The rationale for applying a 6 months waiting criteria is to ensure that
the limited resources available for Springboard are directed at unemployed people, who may
be in most need of upskilling or reskilling in order to get back into employment.

School Transport

187. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to
Parliamentary Question No. 145 of 21 June 2011, if the specifics of the case have been looked
at as this is an exceptional case (details supplied). [17374/11]
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Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): As
previously advised Bus Éireann, which operates the school transport scheme on behalf of my
Department, has confirmed that the pupils referred to by the Deputy are not attending their
school of amalgamation.

Under the terms of the national primary school transport scheme, in the circumstances they
are not eligible for school transport under the closed school rule.

School Accounts

188. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills if schools will
publish annual accounts for the 2011/2012 academic year as committed to in the Programme
for Government. [17397/11]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The Programme for Government
does not contain any commitment relating to the publication by schools of annual accounts.
However, the Deputy may be aware that under section 18 of the Education Act, schools are
required “to keep all proper and usual accounts and records of all monies received by it or
expenditure of such monies incurred by it and shall ensure that in each year all such accounts
are properly audited or certified in accordance with best accounting practice”. Section 18 of the
Act further requires that “Accounts kept in pursuance of this section shall be made available by
the school concerned for inspection by the Minister and by parents of students in the school,
in so far as those accounts relate to monies provided in accordance with Section 12 of the Act.”

The Deputy may be referring to the commitment in the Programme for Government that
“Schools will publish annual reports”. The precise nature of such reports and the timeframe
for the implementation of this commitment is currently the subject of consideration by my
Department.

School Transport

189. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will consider
exempting a school (details supplied) in County Donegal from the school transport charges
under the closed school rule if it cannot be proved to him that the lack of such an exemption
will place the safety of pupils at risk. [17419/11]

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): I wish
to inform the Deputy that school transport arrangements under the Closed School Rule orig-
inated from the last major amalgamation of schools in the late 1960s. Under the Closed School
Rule, transport is generally provided to the school of amalgamation for pupils who reside in a
closed school area. However, over the course of the last forty two years, many parts of Ireland
have experienced changes in population, the number of schools in an area may have increased
and private transport is more widely available. While my Department acknowledges the import-
ance of school transport, my Department must always seek to ensure that every service that is
funded by the public is operated in a manner that delivers for pupils, parents and taxpayers
alike.

The changes to school transport services relating to the Closed School Rule were announced
in the 2011 Budget by the previous Fianna Fáil-Green Party Government and derive from
recommendations in the Value for Money Review of the scheme.

It is important to stress that there are a number of dimensions to the cessation of the Closed
School Rule (CSR).
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The first of these, which will be implemented from September 2011, involves the uniform
application of the distance criterion to all pupils travelling under the primary transport scheme,
including those travelling under the CSR. This means that children residing less than 3.2 kilo-
metres from their school of amalgamation will be deemed ineligible for school transport.

This change to school transport provision means that the distance eligibility criterion of 3.2
kilometres will be applied uniformly and equitably on a national basis. In line with the terms
of the national primary school transport scheme, children residing less than 3.2kms may only
apply for concessionary transport subject to a number of conditions including payment of a
charge, currently of €200 per annum. There is no exemption from this charge.

School Accommodation

190. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if in view of the
projected enrolment and the requirement for additional classroom accommodation in the near
future, if there are any plans to provide capital to a school (details supplied) in County Kilkenny
for additional school buildings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17421/11]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): My Department’s most recent
projections indicate that enrolments at post-primary level will rise from current levels of circa
312,200 pupils to about 336,600 pupils by the year 2017. It is within this context that my Depart-
ment is finalising its analysis of all areas in the country in order to determine the level of
additional school provision which will be required at post primary level up to 2017. Overall
post-primary requirements in the area to which the Deputy refers will be considered as part of
this process and an appropriate long term accommodation solution to the needs of the area
will be considered in the context of my Department’s Multi-Annual School Building and Mod-
ernisation Programme and with due regard to available financial resources.

Question No. 191 answered with Question No. 170.

Schools Building Projects

192. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position
regarding a capital funding application for a school building initiative in a school (details
supplied) in County Kilkenny; if he will expedite the necessary approvals in view of the fact
that there is a serious issue in the school with regard to an old disused and dangerous building;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17423/11]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy that
a technical assessment of this school building has been carried out by my Department’s archi-
tectural staff. This school has certain constraints in terms of the fact that it has a protected
structure and associated conservation issues. My Department will continue to liaise with the
school authorities in the context of progressing this project to the next stage of the architectural
planning process.

In the meantime, my Department has approved emergency funding for works to the old
school building.

Education Centre Network

193. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans for main-
streaming the salaries and payment for outdoor education centres; if this will involve direct
payment by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17473/11]
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Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): There are 12 outdoor education
centres operated and managed by 11 Vocational Education Committees. The staff working in
these centres are employees of the relevant VEC. Each VEC is responsible for the payment of
the salaries of its staff, including the staff of the outdoor education centres, and any other
payments associated with the operation of these centres. I have no plans at this time to central-
ise the payment of VEC staff salaries within my Department.

Redundant Apprentices

194. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of
apprentices registered with FÁS that are currently unemployed; the initiatives that are in place
or are planned by FÁS to assist these apprentices in completing their apprenticeships; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [17478/11]

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon):
According to information supplied by FÁS to my Department, as at 31st May 2011, the number
of apprentices notified to FÁS by employers as being redundant was 5,118. The number of
redundant apprentices who can progress in their apprenticeships having reached the minimum
qualifying standard to date in off-the-job training and assessment is 3,185 and 1,933 redundant
apprentices cannot progress until they have successfully passed their outstanding assessments

A number of initiatives have been taken by FÁS to enable registered redundant apprentices
to progress in their apprenticeships:

• The rules for off-the-job training were amended to permit redundant apprentices to
progress to their next off-the-job training phase of their apprenticeship even though they
have not yet completed their previous on-the-job phase. This year to date, 774 have
completed off-the-job training and 452 are currently attending off-the-job training.

• The Redundant Apprentice Placement Scheme. In order to provide opportunities to
assist redundant apprentices to progress in their apprenticeships, FÁS approved
employers in the public and private sectors will provide redundant apprentices with train-
ing and assessment on-the-job at Phase 3, Phase 5 and Phase 7. As of 17th June 2011,
960 redundant apprentices are currently in on-the-job training phase with employers, and
167 have completed the relevant phase. The scheme aims to provide placement and
training for 1,526 redundant apprentices in 2011.

• Phase 7 Equivalent Assessments. Redundant apprentices in the trades of Carpentry &
Joinery, Cabinet Making, Electrical, Plumbing, Brick & Stonelaying and Plastering who
have successfully completed Phase 1 to Phase 6 of their apprenticeships but who have
not completed on-the-job Phase 7 Assessments will be scheduled by FÁS to undertake
Phase 7 Equivalent Assessments over a period of 4 weeks in a FÁS Training Centre. As at
31st May 2011, 22 redundant apprentices had completed the assessments and 7 redundant
apprentices are currently in training. Redundant apprentices eligible to undertake the
assessments have been notified by FÁS.

• Recognition of Prior Learning Scheme. Redundant apprentices who have successfully
completed Phase 1 to Phase 7 of their apprenticeships but who have not completed the
statutory 4 years in employment as apprentices may be granted an exemption from this
requirement by validating their competence under the Recognition of Prior Learning
Scheme. FÁS will invite qualifying redundant apprentices to submit a portfolio of evi-
dence of trade related work experience gained at home and/or abroad and/or trade
related training and education. The granting of exemptions is based solely on the port-
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folios of evidence submitted. As at 31st May 2011, 172 application have been approved
and a further 20 applications are in progress

• Fee Waiver Scheme. Course fees will be waived for redundant apprentices who attend
FÁS day and/or evening courses in order to enhance their employable skills.

• Redundant apprentices may also avail of existing specific skills training courses and
evening courses available at FÁS Training Centres to enhance their employable skills

• Certificate in Craft Transferable Skills. FÁS and the Higher Education Authority with
the Institutes of Technology have developed a post Phase 6 programme for redundant
apprentices who wish to access a programme at 3rd level in the Institutes of Technology.
Redundant apprentices who successfully complete this programme will receive a HETAC
Special Award Level 3, 30 ECTS Credits. This award should entitle apprentices to enter
year 2 of a relevant Higher Certificate (level 6) and in some particular cases may gain
entry to Ordinary Degree Programmes Level 7. The Certificate in Craft Transferable
Skills (optional) will be offered by the Institutes of Technology in Term 1 — 2011/2012

• Refresher Programme for Redundant Referred Apprentices. To assist referred appren-
tices who wish to progress, FÁS and the Institutes of Technology have developed a
short duration programme to prepare redundant apprentices to repeat their outstanding
assessments, and this programme will be offered by the Institutes of Technology in Term
1 — 2011/2012

• Léargas has provided support to FÁS for apprentices to complete on-the-job training
with assessment with employers in Germany and Finland. In the period to the end of
May 2011, over 100 apprentices have undertaken the programme and FÁS has received
approval subject to contract for a further 43 redundant apprentice placement in 2011/2012

• Conversion Programme — Electrical /Plumbing. FÁS has developed a Conversion Prog-
ramme for redundant Electrical and Plumbing apprentices who have worked primarily
in the Construction Sector to undertake additional training in modules associated with
the Manufacturing and Facility Maintenance Sectors. The pilot programme provides a
combination of off and on-the-job training in a FÁS Training Centre and with work
experience in the Manufacturing and Facility Maintenance Sectors.

Educational Disadvantage

195. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to widen
and improve access to third level education for marginalised groups including students from
low income backgrounds, mature and part-time students and students from minority groups;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17480/11]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Actions to improve access to third
level education are being progressed through the implementation of the six-year National Plan
for Equity of Access to Higher Education (2008-2013). A mid-term review of this plan is being
finalised for publication. This indicates that there is steady progress towards the objectives and
targets in the national plan Key achievements include the development of access and lifelong
learning plans for all higher education institutions funded by the HEA. These include plans for
the continuation and development of programmes of work with young people and adults in
schools and communities, particularly those in areas with high levels of socio-economic disad-
vantage and unemployment.

Work has also advanced on the development of broader routes of access, such as the Higher
Education Access Route (HEAR) for students from socio-economically disadvantaged back-
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grounds and the Disability Access Route to Education (DARE) for those with a disability.
Following the release of the results of the 2011 census, further work will be undertaken on
measurement of participation by target socio-economic groups.

Work on supporting the return to education by mature students has included the develop-
ment of new part-time and flexible learning options, such as the Bluebrick and Labour Market
Activation/Springboard initiatives. Significant progress is also being made on the reform and
modernisation of student supports through the implementation of the Student Support Act
2011 by the Department of Education and Skills. Other measures to support broader access
and participation include the continued allocation of the special rate of student grant, targeting
students from economically disadvantaged backgrounds; the allocation of over €15 million in
Third Level Access funding for the direct support of students through the Fund for Students
with Disabilities and the Student Assistance Fund. In 2011 the core recurrent funding to HEA-
funded institutions was developed to include a targeted access element, the allocation of which
is now linked to the number of students from target access groups participating in each higher
education institution.

Schools Building Projects

196. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of
applications for new school buildings or extensions in County Mayo in respect of post primary
schools; the names of these schools; the status of their applications in tabular form; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [17481/11]

197. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of
applications for new school buildings or extensions in County Mayo in respect of primary
schools; the names of these schools; the status of their applications in tabular form; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [17482/11]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions Nos.
196 and 197 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that all information in respect of the current school building
programme along with all assessed applications for major capital works, is available on my
Department’s website at www.education.ie.

Applications have been received from 46 primary schools and 17 post primary schools in
County Mayo for new school buildings or extensions. The applications are at various stages of
the architectual planning process.

I have set out below a spreadsheet outlining the current status of these applications for the
Deputy’s information.

Primary School Projects in Co Mayo

Projects on Site

Roll No School Project Band Status
Rating

20046M Gaelscoil na Cruaiche New School 1.1 Tender/Construction
Sraid Altamount
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Primary School Projects in Co Mayo

Projects at Tender Stage

Roll No School Project Band Status
Rating

20142I Scoil Iosa Extension 1.4 Tender/Construction

Other Projects in Architectural Planning

Roll No School Project Band Status
Rating

13667H SN Muine Chonallain New School 2.2 Tender/Construction

16122D Knock NS Extension 3.1 Ready to appoint DT

Projects where Briefs will be formulated in 2011 and the process of appointing a Design Team will commence

Roll No School Project Band Status
Rating

19375B St Brids Special School Extension 1.2 Selected to progress in
2011

20230F Scoil Phadraic New School 1.4 Design Team
Westport Appointment

Projects Granted Devolved Funding

Roll No School Project Band Status
Rating

04796R Brackloon NS New School 2.1 Awarded devolved
funding for a new 4
classroom school
building in July 2010

14205U SN Mainistir Extension 2.4 Awarded devolved
funding for a new 3
classroom school
building in March
2010

Applications for Major Capital Projects

Roll No School Project Band Status
Rating

05215W SN Croi Iosa Refurb 2.6 Application stage

07054L Cullens NS Extension 2.2 Design Team to be
appointed

11725I Beheymore NS Extension 2.1 Application stage

12568A SN Inbhear New School 2.2 Application stage

13145A SN Naomh Colm Cille Extension 2.4 Application stage

13174H St Columbas NS Extension 2.4 Application stage

13383Q SN an tSraith Bun na Extension 3.1 Application stage
hAbhann

13389F SN an Trian Lair Extension 2.1 Application stage

13659I Beacan Mixed NS Extension 3.1 Application stage

13797U Lecanvey NS Extension 2.5 Application stage

14195U An Gleanna Mhoir SN Extension 3.4 Application stage

14671D SN na Craobhaighe Extension 2.5 Application stage

14808E Irishtown NS Extension 3.1 Application stage
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15257V Quignamanger NS Extension 2.5 Application stage

16021U Lisaniska NS Extension 3.1 Application stage

16173U Kinaffe NS Extension 3.1 Application stage

16283E SN Pol a Tsomais Extension 3.1 Application stage

16832L Muirisc NS Extension 2.1 Application stage

16904K SN Lainn Cille Extension 2.1 Application stage

18002D Drumgallagh NS Extension 3.2 Application stage

18070U Convent of Mercy Extension 2.4 Application stage

18175L SN Beannchair Extension 2.5 Application stage

18542M SN Naomh Padraig Extension 2.3 Application stage

18561Q SN Naomh Ioseph Extension 2.4 Application stage

19248R St Anthonys Sepcial Extension 1.2 Application stage
School

19402B Ballyvary Central NS Extension 2.4 Application stage

19451O Newport Central Extension 1.2 Application stage

19808G Tavarane Central NS Extension 3.2 Application stage

19812U Foxford Central NS Extension 1.2 Application stage

19832D Scoil Raifteiri Extension 2.5 Application stage

19903A Kiltimagh Central Extension 2.5 Application stage

19972T SN Uileog De Burca New School 2.2 Application stage

20037L SN Padraig Naofa Extension 2.5 Application stage

20084U Gaelscoil Bheal an New School 2.2 Application stage
Atha Corrai
Mhuireann

20256A Scoil Náisiúnta Thuar Extension 2.2 Application stage
Mhic Éadaigh
Trianláir

20275E Scoil Iosa New School 1.4 Application stage

New Applications received in 2010/2011

Roll No School Project Band Status Date
Rating Received

08302J Holy Trinity NS New School 2.2 Application stage Jun-10

18712L SN Cnoc Ruscaighe Extension 2.5 Application stage Apr-11

Special Educational Needs

198. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will clarify
the current situation regarding special needs assistants. [17484/11]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy that
the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its network of local
Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) for allocating resource teachers and Special
Needs Assistants to schools to support children with special educational needs. The NCSE
operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support. This now includes a
requirement for the NCSE to have regard to an overall cap on the number of SNA posts.

This number is 10,575 whole time equivalent (WTE) posts. This is a significant number of
posts and unlike other areas of the public sector vacancies are being filled up to this number.
It also represents continual increases in the number of SNAs over recent years.
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It is considered that with equitable and careful management and distribution of these
resources that there should be sufficient posts to provide access to SNA support for all children
who require such care support to attend school, in accordance with Departmental criteria.

The NCSE has issued a circular to all schools advising of the allocation process for the
2011/2012 school year. A key feature of the amended scheme will be to provide for an annual
allocation of Special Needs Assistant support to eligible schools. The NCSE asked schools to
submit all applications for SNA support to them by 18th March, 2011 and intend to inform
schools of their annual SNA allocation as soon as possible, in advance of the coming school
year.

199. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing special needs assistants in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 3. [17485/11]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy that
the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its network of local
Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) for allocating resource teachers and Special
Needs Assistants (SNAs) to schools to support children with special educational needs. The
NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support. This now includes
a requirement for the NCSE to have regard to an overall cap on the number of SNA posts.

The NCSE has issued a circular to all schools advising of the allocation process for the
2011/2012 school year. A key feature of the amended scheme will be to provide for an annual
allocation of Special Needs Assistant support to eligible schools.

The NCSE asked schools to submit all applications for SNA support to them by 18th March,
2011 and are currently in the process of informing schools of their annual SNA allocation for
the coming school year.

200. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the training in the
assessment of children with special needs that special education needs officers have received to
enable them to determine if a post-primary pupil requires a special needs assistant. [17489/11]

201. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the training in the
evaluation and appraisal of post-primary teacher’s classroom management skills and practice
that special education needs officers, SENOs, have received. [17490/11]

202. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the circumstances in
which a special education needs officers may over-rule a specific and explicit recommendation
by a consultant child psychiatrist that a pupil being treated by him should have access to a
special needs assistant. [17491/11]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I propose to take Questions Nos.
200, 201 and 202 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE), which
was established under the Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs Act, 2004
(EPSEN Act) has responsibility for processing resource applications for children with dis-
abilities who have special educational needs through its regional Special Educational Needs
Organisers (SENOs). The NCSE also responsibility for planning and co-ordinating the pro-
vision of education and support services for students with special educational needs, in accord-
ance with DES policy. The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating sup-
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ports which now includes a a requirement for the NCSE to have regard to an overall cap on
the number of SNA posts.

The responsibility for deciding on the quantum of educational resources to be allocated to
pupils with special educational needs resides with the NCSE through the SENO. The consider-
ation of professional reports is an integral part of determining the extent of supports to be
provided for pupils with special educational needs. The NCSE has outlined the processes
involved in the consideration of applications for special needs supports in its Circular 01/05
which is available on www.ncse.ie.

The co-operation and co-ordination of the education and health sectors is critical in the
planning and delivery of services to children with special educational needs. The NCSE circular
03/08, which is also available on www.ncse.ie, clarifies the respective roles and functions of the
NCSE and the HSE and their respective personnel in carrying out assessments of and sanc-
tioning resources to support children with special educational needs.

203. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if special needs assist-
ants are specifically designated for the assistance of named pupils or may a school deploy them
across a group of students. [17492/11]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy that
the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its network of local
Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) for allocating resource teachers and Special
Needs Assistants (SNAs) to schools to support children with special educational needs. The
NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support. This now includes
a requirement for the NCSE to have regard to an overall cap on the number of SNA posts.

The qualifying criteria for the allocation of Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support is out-
lined in my Department’s Circular 07/02. The recruitment and deployment of SNAs within
schools are matters for the individual Principal/Board of Management. SNAs should be
deployed by the school in a manner which best meets the care support requirements of the
children enrolled in the school for whom SNA support has been allocated. It is a matter for
schools to allocate support as required, and on the basis of individual need, which allows
schools flexibility in how the SNA support is utilised.

School Curriculum

204. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views
on a matter in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Donegal [17518/11]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): As part of both the primary and
post-primary level school curriculum Irish is a compulsory subject. The programmes in Irish
offered at both levels have the capacity to cater for a wide diversity of abilities.

Departmental circular M10/94 applies to post primary schools funded by my Department
and sets out the exceptional circumstances where an exemption from the study of Irish may be
granted to post primary pupils. Under the terms of this circular, delegated authority to grant
exemptions from Irish, within the conditions laid down, is vested in school management.

At post-primary level French is not a compulsory subject for the Junior Certificate, tradit-
ional Leaving Certificate or Applied Leaving Certificate programmes. However as part of the
Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme (LCVP) a modern European language, such as
French, is a requirement. A LCVP student may be exempted from the study of a modern
European language where he/she already has an exemption from the study of Irish.
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With regard to the particular case referred to by the Deputy, the position is that the student’s
parents/guardians should make a written application to the management of the school in which
the student is enrolled, clearly stating the grounds on which they are seeking an exemption
from the study of Irish.

School Transport

205. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason persons
(details supplied) whose children have been using school transport for the past seven years are
now deemed ineligible and have been told that they will have to pay €400 for two children,
which they cannot afford, leaving them without any means of getting the children to and from
school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17545/11]

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): I wish
to inform the Deputy that school transport arrangements under the Closed School Rule orig-
inated from the last major amalgamation of schools in the late 1960’s. Under the Closed School
Rule, transport is generally provided to the school of amalgamation for pupils who reside in a
closed school area. However, over the course of the last forty two years, many parts of Ireland
have experienced changes in population, the number of schools in an area may have increased
and private transport is more widely available. While my Department acknowledges the import-
ance of school transport, my Department must always seek to ensure that every service that is
funded by the public is operated in a manner that delivers for pupils, parents and taxpayers
alike.

The changes to school transport services relating to the Closed School Rule were announced
in the 2011 Budget by the previous Fianna Fáil-Green Party Government and derive from
recommendations in the Value for Money Review of the scheme.

It is important to stress that there are a number of dimensions to the cessation of the Closed
School Rule (CSR). The first of these, which will be implemented from September 2011,
involves the uniform application of the distance criterion to all pupils travelling under the
primary transport scheme, including those travelling under the CSR. This means that children
residing less than 3.2 kilometres from their school of amalgamation will be deemed ineligible
for school transport.

This change to school transport provision means that the distance eligibility criterion of 3.2
kilometres will be applied uniformly and equitably on a national basis.

In line with the terms of the national primary school transport scheme, children residing less
than 3.2 kms may only apply for concessionary transport subject to a number of conditions
including payment of a charge, currently of €200 per annum. There is no exemption from
this charge.

School Premises

206. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will consider
directing that all schools funded by the State where practicable make the school premises and
halls available to local communities in the evening time and at weekends and during the long
holiday periods; if he will address the difficulties to be overcome relating to insurance and that
a caretaker has to be present at all times as surely these matters can be addressed and a
valuable community resource can be made available to local residents, organisations and youth
groups as is the practice in other European countries; his views on same; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [17556/11]
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Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to advise the Deputy that
the primary responsibility of my Department in this area is the provision of school facilities for
the effective delivery of the curriculum. In addition, the Deputy might note that school auth-
orities have a considerable degree of autonomy in relation to how their premises are managed
and utilised at local level.

However, I do recognise that there is a lack of recreational facilities for community use in
certain areas which could be met if school premises were made available to the wider com-
munity. To encourage schools in this respect, my Department issued a circular to Trustees,
Boards of Management and Principals of Primary and Voluntary Secondary Schools in March
2005 urging Trustees and Boards of Management to make their facilities available where pos-
sible for community education and recreation purposes.

Decisions in relation to the use of school facilities remain entirely at the discretion of the
school authorities, subject to the condition that the needs of the students attending the school
are prioritised in the first instance.

My Department has also progressed a number of school building projects within the Fingal
County area of Dublin with the Local Authority and Developers to produce an integrated
solution to education and community facilities that matches the delivery of new housing. I
believe this model can be used to advantage across the country in future particularly in the
area of shared community facilities.

My Department’s position generally is that the availability of such facilities should be self-
funding i.e. adequate to cover the heat/light/caretaking arrangements as well as making some
contribution to the repair of wear and tear on premises caused by increased use. Of utmost
importance, schools should ensure that insurance and security are covered as it is unlikely that
the school’s insurance policy would cover non-school activities or that a caretaker would be
routinely available to open/lock up premises.

School Transport

207. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the proposed
changes to the primary school transport scheme will have implications for a particular service
(details supplied). [17588/11]

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Ciarán Cannon): The
changes to school transport services were announced in the 2011 Budget by the previous Fianna
Fáil-Green Party Government and derive from a recommendation in the Value for Money
Review of the scheme.

These changes include the requirement that a minimum of 10 eligible pupils, residing in a
distinct locality, will be required to retain or establish a school transport service from 2011/12
school year.

Bus Éireann who operate the Primary School Transport Scheme on behalf of the Department
has advised that to date less than the ten required eligible pupils are offering for transport for
the 2011/12 school year from the area outlined by the Deputy. As this service will fall under
the minimum number of 10 eligible pupils, this service will be withdrawn for the 2011/12
school year.

As is currently the position, families of eligible pupils, for whom there is no school transport
service available, may apply for the remote area grant towards the cost of making private
transport arrangements.
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School Curriculum

208. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Education and Skills his role regarding
the review of the junior cycle being undertaken by the National Council for Curriculum Assess-
ment; the timeframe envisaged for this review; if his attention has been drawn to concerns
being expressed by history teachers regarding the changes envisaged for teaching to junior
cycle students; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17654/11]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): Under Section 30 of the Education
Act 1998, the curriculum in schools is subject to my approval, following any consultation con-
sidered appropriate with the partners in education and the advice of National Council for
Curriculum and Assessment. The NCCA has been asked to review the junior certificate and
advise on the scope for reform designed to strengthen literacy and numeracy, embed key skills,
promote active learning and enhanced creativity and innovation, and ensure appropriate ways
of generating evidence of learning. Concerns have also been raised about curriculum overload,
and rote learning.

The Council has completed a public consultation process and is finalising its advice to me
on the direction of reform, in consultation with the partners in education. I expect the Council’s
advice in the Autumn. In advance of receipt of the detail of these proposals, it would not be
appropriate for me to set out a definitive timeframe for implementation at this stage.

I would like to see movement on this for students entering second level in September 2012,
but detailed implementation will need to be considered in the context of the proposals being
presented and the resources available, and the need to prioritise the national literacy and
numeracy strategy.

I am aware that teachers of history and geography have raised concerns that their subjects
will no longer be compulsory. The requirement to study history and geography in a secondary
school but to have different options in vocational schools is a historical anomaly which is no
longer appropriate. I believe that students should have as wide a choice as is feasible in their
schools given the overall level of student demand and interest, the teaching resources available,
and the qualifications profile of staff. The importance of history and geography in promoting
critical analysis skills, interculturalism, an understanding of human development, democracy,
past and current world issues, and the skills for an environmentally sustainable life are fully
appreciated. I will be guided by the NCCA’s advice in this matter.

School Staffing

209. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills if urgent consider-
ation will be given to a request by a school (details supplied) in County Monaghan in relation
to its staffing situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17655/11]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): I wish to confirm that an appli-
cation form has been received from the school referred to by the Deputy for a residual balance
of resource teaching hours for 2011/12.

The application form will be processed in due course and the school will be advised
accordingly.

Public Service Contracts

210. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the value per
Government agency of contracts issued outsourcing IT services for 2010 and 2011; of those
contracts issued, the number of sub-contracts and sub-sub-contracts issued as a condition of
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the original contract issued and if the information will be broken down on a per contract basis
per government agency. [18174/11]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The following table shows the
amounts spent by my Department in 2010 and 2011 on contracts for outsourced IT Services. None
of these contracts involve any subcontracting. The information for agencies under the aegis of the
Department is not readily available and would involve an inordinate amount of administrative time
to compile. However, if the Deputy has any particular agency in mind I would be happy to have
my officials obtain the relevant details and communicate them to the Deputy.

Supplier Service 2010 2011 (projected)

Serco School Administration Software €1,957,885 €276,700

Dataset School Administration Software €35,070 € 12,460

Local Government Computer Hosting of Department’s website €6,712 €7,000
Services Board

Local Government Computer Hosting of European Social Fund €2,174 €2,500
Services Board in Ireland website

Building Design Partnership Development work for €12,095 €5,080
Consulting Engineers www.energyeducation.ie

Civil Service Staff

211. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will list
each of the primary grades within the following public sectors (details supplied); the grades
within primary grades for example engineer grade 1, grade 2 grade 3; the corresponding pay
for each primary grade and also each grade within a grade as explained. [18195/11]

Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Ruairí Quinn): The majority of the information
sought by the Deputy is publicly available on the internet.

The grades and payscales as at 1 January 2010 for the following categories of staff in the
education sector are available on the Circular list on the Department’s website at
http://www.education.ie/servlet/blobservlet/circular—listing.htm:

• Teacher

• Special Needs Assistant

• Clerical Officers employed under the terms of the Department’s 1978 Scheme

• Caretakers employed under the terms of the Department’s 1979 Scheme

• School Secretaries in Community and Comprehensive Schools

• School Maintenance Staff in Community and Comprehensive Schools

• VEC non-teaching staff

• CEO of City of Dublin VEC

• Adult Education Officers

• Guidance Counsellors and Co-ordinators

• Adult Education Guidance Information Officers

• Adult Literacy Organisers

• Community Education Facilitators

• Psychologists (City and County Dublin VECs)
839



Questions— 28 June 2011. Written Answers

[Deputy Ruairí Quinn.]

• Directors of Senior Traveller Training Centres

• VTOS Co-ordinators

• Youthreach Co-ordinators and Resource Persons

A list of grades and payscales as at 1 January 2010 of staff employed in the following universit-
ies is available on each university’s website:

University College Dublin:
http://www.ucd.ie/hr/add/salary—scales/scales.htm

University College Cork:
http://www.ucc.ie/en/hr/salaryscales/Salary-Scales-2011-(all-2011-changes)-(2).pdf

NUI Galway:
http://www.nuigalway.ie/payscales/

NUI Maynooth:
http://humanresources.nuim.ie/documents/SalaryScalesPre95coversheet.pdfhttp://
humanresources.nuim.ie/documents/SalaryScalesPost95coversheet.pdf

Trinity College:
http://www.tcd.ie/Staff—Office/hrteam/planning-payroll/payroll/scales.php

The first spreadsheet attached lists the grades and payscales in Dublin City University, the Univer-
sity of Limerick and in other third level institutions. A list of grades and payscales in the Institutes
of Technology sector is also attached. The third spreadsheet lists the pay rates for posts coming
within the remit of the Review Body on Higher Remuneration in the Public Sector.

It should be noted that with effect from 1 January 2011, there is a10% reduction in pay for
all new entrants to the public service.

Posts coming within remit of Review Body on Higher Remuneration in the Public Sector

1/1/10 1/1/10

Non PPC PPC

Heads: Level I

Trinity College, Dublin €202,118 €212,755

University College, Dublin €202,118 €212,755

University College, Cork €202,118 €212,755

NUI, Galway €202,118 €212,755

Heads: Level II

Dublin City University €193,843

NUI, Maynooth €184,150 €193,843
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1/1/10 1/1/10

Non PPC PPC

University of Limerick €193,843

Registrars/Secretaries/Bursars: Level I

Trinity College, Dublin €151,800 €156,249

University College, Dublin €151,800 €156,249

University College, Cork ( Vice President for €151,800 €156,249
Academic Affairs & Bursar/Chief Financial Officer)

NUI, Galway €151,800 €156,249

Registrars/Secretaries/Bursars: Level 2

Dublin City University €151,800

NUI, Maynooth €146,001 €151,800

University of Limerick €151,800

Institutes of Technology

IT Director Level I — Cork, Galway/Mayo and €156,630
Waterford

IT Director Level II — Directors of other I.T.s €151,800

Dublin Institute of Technology

President €193,843

Directors €145,952

Colleges of Education

President, Mary Immaculate €145,328

President, St. Patrick’s College €145,328

Principal, Church of Ireland College of Education €120,822

Director, NCAD €145,952

Professors

1/1/10 1/1/10

Non PPC PPC

Assoc. Professors NUIG € 123,672 € 130,180

Professors € 108,048 € 113,604

€ 114,068 € 120,049

€ 120,199 € 126,525

€ 126,351 € 133,001

€ 132,503 € 139,478

€ 138,655 € 145,952
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CHURCH OF IRELAND COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

1/1/10

Principal € 120,822

Senior Lecturer 7 € 68,471

€ 71,085

€ 73,713

€ 76,343

€ 78,952

€ 81,581

€ 84,208

Lecturer & Librarian € 50,159

€ 59,247

€ 62,470

€ 65,690

€ 68,836

€ 71,987

€ 75,127

€ 78,267

€ 81,403

Assistant Lecturer € 46,475

€ 49,510

€ 52,631

€ 57,801

€ 65,513

€ 68,351

€ 71,184

€ 74,029

€ 76,854

Maintenance Person € 29,878

€ 30,424

€ 30,968

€ 31,508

€ 32,055

€ 32,595

€ 33,139

€ 33,668

Assistant Maintenance/Grounds € 26,774

Person € 27,417

€ 28,044

€ 28,666

€ 29,280

€ 29,878
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CHURCH OF IRELAND COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

1/1/10

House Services Manager € 40,211

€ 41,518

€ 42,828

€ 44,154

€ 45,459

LSI I — payable after 3 years on the max € 46,986

LSI II — payable after 6 years on the max € 48,496

Senior Lecturer 9 € 68,466

€ 71,085

€ 73,711

€ 76,343

€ 78,951

€ 81,582

€ 84,208

€ 86,834

€ 89,453

Enterprise Support Services

212. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Jobs; Enterprise and Innovation if grant
aid for equipment is available to a new business start up in County Kerry (details supplied);
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17097/11]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Department of
Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation does not provide direct funding or grants to businesses but
provides funding to a number of State Agencies, including the County and City Enterprise
Boards (CEBs), through whom assistance is delivered directly to businesses. The CEB’s unique
role positions them as a first point of contact for persons wishing to set up in business.

I would advise the promoter to contact their appropriate CEB; Kerry County Enterprise
Board in the first instance to discuss what options may be available to them and their proposed
business venture. The Board is located at the County Buildings, Rathass, Tralee, Co. Kerry;
Phone No: 066 718 3522, Fax No: 066 712 6712: Email: kerryceb@kerrycoco.ie Website:
www.kerryenterprise.ie

To be eligible for CEB grant support an enterprise must be in the commercial sphere, must
demonstrate a market for the proposed product/service, must have a capacity for growth and
new job creation and must not employ more than 10 people. CEBs can provide both financial
and non-financial assistance to a project promoter. The forms of financial assistance, which
are available, subject to certain restrictions and conditions, include Priming Grants, Business
Expansion/Development Grants, and Feasibility/Innovation Study Grants. The CEBs give
priority to enterprises in the manufacturing or internationally traded services sector and must
always give consideration to any potential for deadweight and displacement arising from a
proposed enterprise.

In addition, the CEBs deliver a range of non-financial supports to improve management
capability development within micro-enterprises designed to help new and existing enterprises
to operate effectively and efficiently so as to last and grow.
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213. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Jobs; Enterprise and Innovation if a
person (details supplied) in County Kerry will be permitted to operate at a location; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [17197/11]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I assume that the
Deputy is referring to licences for selling goods under the Casual Trading Act, 1995.

The selling of goods in public places is governed by the Casual Trading Act, 1995. Under
this legislation the regulation of selling goods in public places is devolved to the 88 local auth-
orities entitled to make bye laws under the Act. The bye laws made by local authorities under
the Act deal with such matters as the fee to be paid, the location of casual trading areas (or
trading pitches), access to trading pitches, the hours within which selling may take place, etc.
Any person selling goods in a public place covered by local authority bye laws must be the
holder of a casual trading licence issued by the local authority. Thus the question of traders
who wish to sell goods in a specific place should be more properly addressed to the local
authority in the area in which they wish to trade. I have no direct function in the issuing of
these licences.

A local authority may refuse to grant a casual trading licence if (a) the person fails to furnish
a completed application form, (b) the person fails to pay the appropriate fee and (c) a trading
place is not available. There is also provision for a local authority to refuse the grant of a
licence to persons convicted of offences under the Act.

EU Directives

214. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Jobs; Enterprise and Innovation the
position regarding transposing the EU Directive on Temporary Agency Work 2008 into Irish
law; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16982/11]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): EU Member States
are required to transpose the provisions of the EU Directive on Temporary Agency Work
(2008/14/EC) into national law by 5 December 2011.

A central objective of the Directive is that Member States afford protection to temporary
agency workers by applying the principle of equal treatment in terms of the basic working and
employment conditions e.g. pay, annual holidays etc. to agency workers in the same way as
applies to workers that are directly recruited by a hirer undertaking to do the same job.

My Department initiated a public consultation on the national transposition of the directive
in October last. Observations were provided by a number of stakeholders and interested parties
and this has resulted in follow-up bilateral meetings between my Department and a number of
respondents to further elaborate on positions. This is now informing the preparation of draft
legislation by my Department to be approved by the Government in advance of the publication
of a Bill. The timeline for publication of the Bill will have regard to the tight legislative timeline
in order to meet the transposition deadline.

An important feature of the Directive is the possibility for the conclusion of a Framework
Agreement, by the social partners at the national level which would allow for a “waiting period”
to apply before equal treatment applies. In the UK, the Confederation of British Industry and
the Trades Union Congress concluded a Framework Agreement that allows for a waiting period
of 12 weeks before equal treatment will apply. The Government attaches significant importance
to the conclusion of a Framework Agreement in the context of Ireland’s national transposition
in order to maintain our cost competitiveness vis-à-vis our main trading partners in Europe
and we will be working with the Social Partners towards that end.
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Ministerial Responsibilities

215. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Jobs; Enterprise and Innovation the
specific roles and responsibilities of the Ministers of State in his Department. [17052/11]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The two Ministers
of State at my Department are Mr. John Perry, T.D., who has responsibility for Small Business
and Mr. Sean Sherlock, T.D., who has responsibility for Research and Innovation.

The responsibilities for Minister of State Perry include maintaining a key focus on the needs
of small business and entrepreneurs and ensuring that the interests of Small and Medium
Enterprises (SMEs) in Ireland are taken into account in the development and execution of
policy initiatives at national, EU and OECD levels, including eBusiness initiatives. His role
also incorporates legal metrology, implementation of the restructuring of the County and City
Enterprise Boards, driving the Better Business Regulation agenda, promoting greater access
to procurement opportunities for SMEs, developing the Green Economy, and overseeing coor-
dination and ongoing rollout of Internal market policy generally including coordination of
Ireland’s position on the EU’s Single Market Act.

The responsibilities for Minister of State Sherlock cover a broad range of activities across
science, technology, innovation and intellectual property where Ireland’s performance will be
critical to recovery and future economic prosperity. A key focus will be driving the Innovation
and Commercialisation commitments of the Programme for Government. Specific responsibil-
ities include the Programme for Research in Third Level institutions, promoting industry col-
laboration with the Third Level sector, transforming Research and Development activity in
enterprise, realizing the commercial potential of Ireland’s research, working with Science
Foundation Ireland to build and excellent science base in strategic areas relevant to the com-
petitiveness of enterprise, and a range of other non-legislative functions.

Delegation of Functions Orders giving effect to these functions were signed by An Taoiseach,
Enda Kenny, T.D., on 24 May 2011.

216. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Jobs; Enterprise and Innovation the
level of participation and responsibility of each Minister of State in his Department in relation
to attendance at Ministerial Councils for which he has responsibility since the formation of the
Government; if he will list all such meetings which have taken place and the Minister in attend-
ance at each meeting [17063/11]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): My Department has
the lead responsibility for the Competitiveness Council and for the Employment, Social Policy,
Health and Consumer Affairs Council (ESPHCA). When the Foreign Affairs Council considers
trade matters, such matters also come within the remit of my Department.

The Competitiveness Council itself is sub-divided into industry, internal market and
research issues.

The following Tables list the number of Formal and Informal Competitiveness Council meet-
ings, ESPHCA meetings and Foreign Affairs (Trade) Council meetings and attendees or other-
wise for the period 9 March 2011 to 27 June 2011.

Formal and Informal Competitiveness Councils Attendance
9 March 2011 — 27 June 2011

9 March 2011 (Formal) Deputy Permanent Representative

11-13 April 2011 (Informal) Mr Sean Sherlock TD Minister of State with
responsibility for Research and Innovation
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30-31 May (Formal)30 May 31 May Mr Richard Bruton TD Minister for Jobs, Enterprise,
and Innovation Mr Sean Sherlock TD Minister of
State with responsibility for Research and Innovation

27 June (Extraordinary Formal) Mr Sean Sherlock TD Minister of State with
responsibility for Research and Innovation

Formal and Informal Employment, Social Policy, Attendance
Health and Consumers Affairs Council 9 March 2011-

27 June 2011

17 June (Formal) Ms Joan Burton TD Minister for Social Protection

Formal and Informal Foreign Affairs (Trade) Attendance
Councils 9 March 2011-27 June 2011

13 May 2011 (Formal) Mr Richard Bruton TD Minister for Jobs, Enterprise,
and Innovation

Enterprise Support Services

217. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Jobs; Enterprise and Innovation if he or
a relevant State agency will take a hands-on role in establishing business incubation centres,
rather than requiring local groups to set them up and manage them. [17143/11]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): This Government
has made its commitment to ensuring that the appropriate infrastructure is in place to facilitate
an environment where enterprise can flourish and sustainable jobs can be created clear through
its Programme for Government, which outlines the measures that will be explored to maximise
enterprise development.

The establishment of business incubation centres on higher education campuses across
Ireland is supported by capital investment from my Department’s Vote, provided through
Enterprise Ireland (EI). Such facilities are internationally recognised as an important element
of public assistance for technology-intensive start-ups. They differ from other types of space in
the supportive environment in that they offer client companies services such as:

• Business mentoring from a dedicated centre manager and a local network of experts;

• The opportunity to leverage academic R&D expertise;

• Access to specialised facilities that they could not themselves typically afford;

• Student placements and recruitment;

• Fostered networking with other start-ups in the centres and more widely.

E.I. has invested over €50m in these facilities that operate in nearly every Institute of Tech-
nology and university in the country. They typically comprise a number of incubation units,
some hot-desking space for prospective entrepreneurs as well as ancillary space, such as meet-
ing rooms and networking areas. There are currently 276 companies in the 21 facilities oper-
ational across Ireland, employing over 1,100 people and operating in a range of areas, including
software, environmental technologies and digital media.

EI has also rolled out four schemes to support communities to develop locally owned Com-
munity Enterprise Centres, (CECs) which have enabled entrepreneurs to establish, provide
employment and to grow their businesses in their own locality, by providing a physical and
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human support network for emerging entrepreneurs and micro industry. The CEC scheme was
designed as a community led initiative in the form of a partnership between the local com-
munity and the State. Its objective has been to enhance the development of an enterprise
climate through the provision of infrastructural facilities to support the establishment and
expansion of micro enterprises through local community participation in both urban and rural
locations.

Since the launch of this initiative €61.4 million has been approved for the development of
CECs across the country and this capital investment has facilitated the development of 134
centres, of which 108 have been completed with the balance either under construction or just
recently approved. Of the completed centres, the most recent data (2009) shows that they
currently house 901 companies providing employment for 4,870 people.

Additionally, support is provided through EI for the part funding of Business Innovation
Centres (BICs), which are regionally based support organisations for pre-start-up and start-up
enterprises and innovative existing companies. There are four BICs located in Dublin, Galway
Cork and Waterford, all providing incubation space to assist fledgling businesses start, establish
and then to move on, so that vacated space can be used for other new start-up businesses. A
key feature of space managed by the BICs, is that the start up company not only gets space,
but often also gets free business advice and access to facilities such as meeting rooms with
audio visual equipment and to shared services such as a receptionist/telephonist, shared photo-
copiers and printers.

In line with the Government focus on job creation I will ensure that there is a continual
focus on the provision of adequate incubation space.

Job Losses

218. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Jobs; Enterprise and Innovation further to
a recent announcement by a company (details supplied) that it is moving more than 130 Irish
jobs currently engaged in providing customer care services to offshore locations within the
group in India and Egypt, if he will request the company to at least postpone their decision for
a couple of years on the basis that they have enjoyed the support of its Irish customers and its
hardworking staff who between them have ensured that the company has enjoyed handsome
profits over the years. [17160/11]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): I am very concerned
about the job losses that have been announced and of the impact that they have had on the
workers concerned and their families as well as the communities affected.

I understand that Vodafone Ireland, which is not an IDA or EI client, has announced this
as a part of a review of its European operations and which will also impact on its operations
in other EU Member States. I am advised, as part of this process, that the company has been
in discussions with unions and its Irish Call Centre contract partner, Rigney Dolphin. I am
aware that Vodafone has decided that a portion of the existing contracted call centre operations
in Dundalk and Dublin will be moved to other locations — Egypt and India — within the
Vodafone Group and to other specialist contractors in Ireland.

This decision will impact 45 Vodafone roles and 139 in Rigney Dolphin — the 139 staff are
employed by Rigney Dolphin but are in-sourced to Vodafone and are based at its sites in
Dublin and Dundalk. I have been assured that Rigney Dolphin will work through the impli-
cations of the redundancies with their employees.

I also understand that all impacted Vodafone employees will be offered the opportunity to
transfer to alternative roles within Vodafone Ireland, and voluntary redundancy packages will
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be offered. A consultation process is now underway with all Vodafone employees affected by
the decision to finalise the alternatives available. The changes to Vodafone Call Centre oper-
ations will take place in late 2011 and early 2012.

My officials and Minister of State Sean Sherlock recently met with Vodafone. The company
explained that in the current market environment, cost efficiencies are a prerequisite so as to
ensure their continued ability to compete in the Irish market where they employ over 1,000
people. In particular, this includes being in a position to make major funding investments in
Ireland that will be required in the future to compete in the market. I have indicated that I am
available to meet with the Communications Workers Union to discuss their concerns.

Job creation is central to economic recovery and the Programme for Government has job
creation at its core. The role of my Department is to ensure that we have the right policies in
place that will support and grow our enterprise base in order to facilitate both job creation and
job retention. The programmes supported by my Department and its agencies will be critical
in achieving economic growth through promoting the export potential of enterprise in Ireland
and driving our Smart Economy.

County Enterprise Boards

219. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Jobs; Enterprise and Innovation the
position regarding the proposed restructuring or removal of the county and city enterprise
boards (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17181/11]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The Deputy will be
aware that the issue of restructuring the County and City Enterprise Boards (CEBs) has been
in the public domain since the publication of the McCarty Group Report in 2009 under the
last Administration.

The CEB model has served the micro-enterprise sector in Ireland well over the years but there
is also no doubt that some restructuring of that model is now required. There have been many
changes to the social, economic and technological landscape of Ireland since the establishment of
the Boards in 1993. I am of the view that it is timely and appropriate to re-structure, and re-focus,
how the State delivers its support to the indigenous micro-enterprise sector given that this Sector
will be vital to job creation and to overall economic recovery in Ireland.

Both I, and my officials, are currently seeking to determine the extent to which there should
be restructuring of the County and City Enterprise Boards having regard to the Programme for
Government, and to other recommendations on CEB restructuring, to the need to achieve a
rational and focused model for entrepreneurs, as well as the need to ensure that there is targeted
local delivery of enterprise support, driven by a national enterprise policy, in a manner which
eliminates overlap and duplication.

In relation to funding, an annual Exchequer allocation is provided each year for the operation
of the CEBs. The Exchequer allocation is made in the context of the overall public finances and
in 2011 amounts to €27.242m, of which €15m in Capital is available for direct grants and training,
mentoring and advice services to micro-enterprise clients. The bulk of the non-capital allocation to
each CEB pays the salaries of the Business Advisors and other staff who provide direct advice and
mentoring to client companies. This represents a strong investment in the micro-enterprise sector,
notwithstanding the additional level of demand on CEB services generated in the current difficult
economic climate.

The CEB Central Coordination Unit (within Enterprise Ireland) works closely with the CEBs
throughout the year reviewing individual expenditures to ensure that the funding allocated to the
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CEBs is utilised to the maximum extent possible. It is a matter in the first instance for individual
CEBs to determine how they will use allocated funds. Some Boards may choose to commit all of
their available funding as projects present themselves, even if this means that their funding is
committed relatively early in the year, while others may choose to reserve some funding until later
in the year so that they are in a position to support other high quality projects that emerge at that
time. Should it arise during the year that some Boards are not in a position to spend all of their
annual allocation, for example where an approved grant is decommitted late in the year if the
project has not started, it is reallocated to any Boards that are in a position to spend additional
funds within the year.

There is undoubtedly a high level of demand on CEBs resources at present and the matter will
continue to be monitored by the CEB Central Coordination Unit.

Ministerial Travel

220. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Jobs; Enterprise and Innovation the rate of
travel expense that is mileage paid for use of his private cars; the rate of subsistence payments and
any other allowances available to him and his Ministers of State in the course if their appointment;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17242/11]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The allowance rates and
the regulations governing the application of the rates payable by my Department are set by the
Department of Finance.

A motor mileage allowance is payable to Ministers and Ministers of State in respect of the use
of their own cars on travel related to their office. Each Minister or Minister of State is responsible
separately for any capital costs as well as depreciation, comprehensive insurance, maintenance
and petrol.

The mileage rates vary according to the engine size of the car. In the case of each engine-size
category, a lower rate applies to miles claimed in respect of official business in excess of 6,437
kilometres (4,000 miles) in any year. The current rates are set out in the table.

Rates per Kilometres

Official Motor Engine Capacity up Engine Capacity Engine Capacity Engine Capacity
Travel in a to 1200cc 1201cc to 1500cc 1501cc to 2000cc 2001cc to and over

Calendar Year

Up to 6,437km 39.12 cent 46.25 cent 59.07 cent 70.89 cent

6,438km and over 21.22 cent 23.62 cent 28.46 cent 34.15 cent

County Enterprise Boards

221. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Jobs; Enterprise and Innovation his views
on whether there is a high variability in the performance of county enterprise boards; the steps he
will take to ensure high, consistent performance across CEBs; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [17321/11]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The principal role of all
35 County and City Enterprise Boards (CEBs) is to provide support for the micro-enterprise sector
in the start-up and expansion phases, to develop indigenous micro-enterprise potential and to
stimulate economic activity and entrepreneurship at local level. The criteria under which financial
assistance is available from the CEBs is based primarily on factors such as the sector of the economy
in which an enterprise is operating or intends to operate and the size, or proposed size, of the
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enterprise. The enterprise must be in the commercial sphere, must demonstrate a market for the
proposed product/service, must have a capacity for growth and new job creation and must not
employ more than 10 people.

All CEBs must give priority to enterprises in the manufacturing or internationally traded services
sector and they must always consider any potential for deadweight and displacement arising from
the provision of assistance to a proposed enterprise.

The CEBs can offer both financial and non-financial assistance to a project promoter. The forms
of financial intervention, which are available, subject to certain restrictions, include Priming Grants,
Business Expansion Grants and Feasibility Study Grants. The provision of non-financial assistance
can take the form of a wide range of business advice and information services, management capa-
bility training and development programmes, e-Commerce training initiatives etc. Training courses
can include such topics as start-your-own-business, taxation for beginners, internet marketing, ideas
generation and negotiation skills.

Individual CEBs carry out their activities in accordance with standard Operating Agreements
which are monitored by the CEB Central Coordination Unit within Enterprise Ireland ensuring a
consistency across all CEBs. Although all CEBs thus work off an identical set of eligibility criteria
and an identical suite of financial interventions, there are certain differences between CEBs as to
how they apply these interventions e.g. the individual level of a grant or the refundability level
applying to a grant payment may vary. I am of the view that it is appropriate and feasible to allow
individual Boards a level of discretion and flexibility in the way in which they provide financial
assistance, and deliver their “soft supports”, so as to enable them to take account of the economic
conditions and sectoral demands particular to their area of responsibility, the differences in require-
ments and emphasis and the overall budget available to them in any given year.

Industrial Relations

222. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Jobs; Enterprise and Innovation the dialogue
he has had with the trade union movement in relation to the proposed changes to the joint labour
committees. [16160/11]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): On 24 May last, the
Government decided to publish the Report of the Independent Review of Employment Regulation
Orders and Registered Employment Agreement Wage Setting Mechanisms.

The Report’s overall finding is that the basic framework of the current JLC/REA regulatory
system requires radical overhaul so as to make it fairer and more responsive to changing economic
circumstances and labour market conditions.

To coincide with the publication of the report, I immediately requested a meeting with the Irish
Congress of Trade Unions to hear that organisation’s views on the Report and to outline my
proposals to address the report’s recommendations and other issues raised in the report. That
meeting took place on 1st June. It afforded me an opportunity to hear the views of the Congress
regarding the particular circumstances of workers in the sectors affected by the current regulatory
framework and the practical issues affecting the implementation of reform in these wage-setting
mechanisms.

I also held discussions with the Construction Industry Federation, IBEC and other employer
interests in the sectors covered by statutory wage fixing mechanisms. In accordance with the terms
of the EU/IMF programme, discussions have also taken place with representatives of the troika.

These discussions afforded me the opportunity to hear at first hand the views of the main
representative bodies of trade unions and employers on how a meaningful and overdue reform
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might be implemented in these wage-setting mechanisms, which affect key sectors of our economy,
in order to protect existing jobs and encourage employment growth.

223. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Jobs; Enterprise and Innovation if he will
confirm that any changes contemplated in relation to the joint labour committee system which has
served this country since 1946 will in no way detrimentally effect the pay and conditions of employ-
ment of the circa 200,000 employees currently covered by the employment regulation order.
[17358/11]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The overall finding of
the Report of the Review of Employment Regulations Orders and Registered Employment Agree-
ment Wage Setting Mechanisms was that the basic framework of the current ERO/REA regulatory
system requires radical overhaul so as to make it fairer and more responsive to changing economic
circumstances and labour market conditions.

The Report does not recommend, nor have I proposed, specific adjustments in wage rates and
other conditions of employment for employees covered by EROs/REAs.

Workers are protected by contracts of employment and proposed reform of the wage setting
mechanisms would not if implemented, change the terms of those individual contracts. What is
proposed would have the effect of changing how pay and conditions are set in order to make the
operation of the machinery more flexible and prevent businesses being left behind by changing
economic circumstances. Existing employees would not have their current entitlement affected by
future changes to EROs unless (a) it is already stipulated in their contract of employment that they
be paid at the prevailing rate of pay and conditions set by the relevant ERO or (b) the application
of alternative provisions to those specified in the ERO is agreed between the employer and the
employee or the employee’s representatives.

The Government is determined to proceed with urgency to a substantial reform of the current
JLC / REA regulatory system in order to protect existing jobs in these vulnerable sectors of the
economy and to increase the likelihood of employment in these sectors being increased. This will
restore competitiveness in key sectors of the economy, including the hospitality sector which is
crucial to our tourism product offering, and complement the restoration of the recent cut to the
National Minimum Wage thereby providing an adequate floor for lower paid workers.

Public Service Contracts

224. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Jobs; Enterprise and Innovation the value
per Government agency of contracts issued outsourcing IT services for 2010 and 2011; of those
contracts issued, the number of sub-contracts and sub-sub-contracts issued as a condition of the
original contract issued and if the information will be broken down on a per contract basis per
government agency. [18177/11]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The outsourcing of IT
contracts by the Agencies of my Department is a day-to-day matter for the Agencies concerned
for which I have no function. However, I am referring the specific question to each of the Agencies
under my remit with a request to respond to you directly.

You may also wish to note that the Public Service Management and Development Division of
the Department of Finance maintains a website at http://www.ict.gov.ie/ on which it provides infor-
mation regarding its role, inter alia, in monitoring and approving ICT spend in civil and public
service bodies, central ICT procurements and frameworks, and common IT systems including pay-
roll and HR Management.
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Departmental Agencies

225. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Jobs; Enterprise and Innovation if he
will provide the following information regarding each of the State agencies (details supplied),
namely, the total number of staff and their respective job titles; the total number of board members
and their respective remuneration packages; the total annual wage bill for each agency and the
total annual amount of central funding provided to each agency. [18189/11]

Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Richard Bruton): The following table lists
the staff of the Department of Jobs, Enterprise & Innovation by grade, as at today’s date. This
figure does not represent staff in the Offices of the Department.

By Grade Full time Equivalents

Secretary General 1

Assistant Secretary 5

Principal Officer 20

Assistant Principal 54.5

Higher Executive Officer 84.53

Executive Officer 114.97

Administrative Officer 6

Staff Officer 17.2

Clerical Officer 140.64

Accountant Grade 1 5

Cleaner 16

Controller 1

Examiner 3

Head Accountant 1

Legal Advisor 2

Min Special Advisor 1

Minister’s PA 3

Civilian Driver 6

Minister’s Personal Secretary 3

Senior Examiner 1

Service Attendant 5

Service Officer 26

Telephonist 2.3

Total 519.14

Total Allocation for Salaries, Wages and Allowances — €27,564.000

Offices of the Department of Jobs, Enterprise & Innovation at June 2011 by grade.

1. National Employment Rights Authority (NERA)

By Grade Full time Equivalents

Director 1

Principal Officer 2

Assistant Principal 4.60

Higher Executive Officer 10

Administrative Officer 2
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By Grade Full time Equivalents

Executive Officer 57.30

Clerical Officer 26.53

Total 103.43

Total Allocation for Salaries, Wages and Allowances — €5,435.000

Total Allocation for non-pay — €1,511.000

2. Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement (ODCE)

By Grade Full time Equivalents

Director 1

Corporate Compliance Manager 1

Legal Adviser 3

Accountant 2

Principal Solicitor 2

Principal Officer 2

Assistant Principal 4

Higher Executive Officer 9.70

Executive Officer 6.70

Clerical Officer 7.30

Total 39.70

Total Allocation for Salaries, Wages and Allowances — €2,660.000

Total Allocation for non-pay — €3,307.000

3. Companies Registration Office (CRO) including the Register of Friendly Societies (RFS)

By Grade Full time Equivalents

Legal Adviser .80

Principal Officer 1

Assistant Principal 3

Higher Executive Officer 10.90

Executive Officer 15.03

Staff Officer 14.75

Clerical Officer 68

Total 113.48

Total Allocation for Salaries, Wages and Allowances — €4,620.000

Total Allocation for non-pay — €2,808.000
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4. Labour Court

By Grade Full time Equivalents

Assistant Principal 1

Higher Executive Officer 2

Executive Officer 8

Clerical Officer 8.70

Member 6

Solicitor 2

Total 28.7

Total Allocation for Salaries, Wages and Allowances — €2,290.000

Total Allocation for non-pay — €405.000

5. Labour Relations Commission (LRC)

By Grade Full time Equivalents

Principal Officer 5

Assistant Principal 6

Higher Executive Officer 8.90

Executive Officer 3.73

Staff Officer 1

Clerical Officer 19.50

Member 6

Solicitor 2

Total 44.13

Total Allocation for Salaries, Wages and Allowances — €4,030.000

Total Allocation for non-pay — €1,329.000

The Health and Safety Authority (H.S.A)

The total number of staff in the H.S.A is 183.7 Job titles within the H.S.A. are listed below

CEO 1

Assistant Chief Executive 4

Programme Manager 4

Assistant Principal (AP)/ AP Higher 6

Inspector Grade 1 17.9

Inspector Grade 11 40.9

Inspector Grade 111 60.7

Higher Executive Officer 13.1

Executive Officer 15.6

Clerical Officer 18.5

Services Officer 2

Total 183.7
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Board of H.S.A.

The Health and Safety Authority Board comprises 1 Chairperson and 11 Ordinary Members.
The approved fees for membership of the Board of the H.S.A are, €11,970 for the Chairman
and €7,695 for all other Directors (per annum).

* The representative of the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation does not receive
any remuneration.

Annual Wage Bill

The Health and Safety Authority’s grant is broken down into pay and non-pay — €13.239m
and €7.317m respectively. Of the pay element, €12.397m relates to wages and the balance of
€842,000, relates to pensions.

Funding

The Health and Safety Authority’s Oireachtas Grant for 2011 is €20.556m (€13.239m — pay
grant and €7.317m — non-pay grant).

Shannon Development

Total Number of Staff of Shannon Development is 114.5. Job titles are listed below:

CEO 1

Assistant Chief Executive 1

EI 7

E3B 10

E3A 11

E3 31

E4 17

E5 20

Clerical 16.5

Board of Shannon Development

As at 1st June 2011, Shannon Development has 10 Board Members (including the
Chairman).

The approved fees for membership of the Shannon Development Board is €20,520 for the
Chairman and €11,970 for all other Directors (per annum).

Annual Wage Bill

The total wages bill for Shannon Development for 2010 was €9.754m. This excludes PRPI’s
and Supplementary payments to pensioners which Shannon Development funds from own
income resources.

Funding

Shannon Development does not receive any E1 funding.

Science Foundation Ireland (SFI)

SFI currently has 48 staff in place, with 2 vacancies, which make up its sanctioned 50 posts.
The job titles of respective staff are listed below.
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Job Title

Director General 1

Chief Operations Officer/Secretary to the Board 1

Director of Lifesciences 1

Director of Information, Communication & Emergent Technologies 1

Director of Industry Collaborative Programmes 1

Director of Policy & Communications 1

Director Enterprise & International Affairs 1

Head of Audit & Compliance 1

Accounting Manager 1

Unit Executive Assistant-Grants 1

Unit Executive Assistant — Policy & Communications 1

Unit Executive Assistant — Programme Administration Team 5

Personal Assistant-Grants 1

Personal Assistant-Accounts payable 1

Personal Assistant — Enterprise & International Affairs 1

Personal Assistant to the Director General & Executive team 1

Personal Assistant to Executive Team 1

Human Resources Manager 1

Executive Assistant-Human Resources 1

IT Manager 1

IT Helpdesk Analyst 1

Manager Secretariat 1

Scientific Programme Manager 12

Associate Scientific Programme Officer 5

PR/Communications Manager 1

Programme Administration Team (PAT) Leader 1

PAT Administration Manager 2

Enterprise & International Affairs Executive 1

Board of SFI

The SFI Board is comprised of 12 members, (there is currently 1 vacancy). 2 Board members
do not receive any remuneration, as they are serving public servants. Other Board members
receive €11,970 per annum, and the Chairperson of the Board receives €20,520 per annum.

SFI central funding

In 2011, SFI has been allocated €175.14 million under Subhead F of the Department’s Vote,
broken down as follows:

Capital €160.8m

Pay €4.68m

Non-Pay €4.66m

E-Journals €5m

856



Questions— 28 June 2011. Written Answers

The Personal Injuries Assessment Board (PIAB)

The Personal Injuries Assessment Board (trading as InjuriesBoard.ie) currently has 70 staff.
The job titles of respective staff are listed below.

Job Title

CEO 1

Accelerated Director 2

Principal Officer/ Principal Higher 5

Assistant Principal (AP)/ AP Higher 21

Higher Executive Officer 14

Executive Officer 12

Clerical Officer 15

Board of PIAB

There are currently 10 Board members, plus a secretary and Chief Executive.

The approved fees for membership of the Board of PIAB are €20,520 for the Chairman and
€11,970 for all other Directors (per annum).

PIAB Salary Budget

Total budgeted salary costs for 2011 for 70 employees including employers PRSI and Pension
contribution is €5,601,019.

Funding

InjuriesBoard.ie is self-funding and does not receive any Exchequer funding.

Crafts Council of Ireland

The total number of full time equivalent staff in the Crafts Council of Ireland is 21.6 and
their job titles are outlined in the table below.

Job Title

Chief Executive Officer 1

Operations & Finance Manager 1

HR Manager 1

Finance Services Administrator 1

Client Liaison Officer 1

Personal Assistant (2 staff sharing) 1

Client Services Administrator 0.5

Receptionist 0.6

Head of Market Development 1

Retail Programme Manager 1

Retail Executive 1

Exhibitions Manager 1

Collector & Craft Tourism Dev. Manager 1

Gallery Assistant 1

Head of Education 1

Business Development Manager 1

Jewellery Trainer 1

Education Administrator 1

Education Innovation Manager 1
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Job Title

Education Outreach Officer 1

Head of Communications 1

Communications Manager (2 staff sharing) 1

Communications Assistant 0.5

Board of CCol

There are 12 members on the Board of Directors of the Crafts Council of Ireland and the
remuneration for the Chairperson is €11,340 p.a. and for the Directors is €7,290 p.a.

Funding

The total grant allocation for 2011 for the Crafts Council of Ireland is €3,919,000, including
an additional €1 million granted to the Crafts Council for the funding of the Year of Craft
2011, and the total annual wage bill, as budgeted for 2011, is €1,332,349.

Enterprise Ireland disburses the Crafts Council of Ireland’s annual allocation from its budget.

Irish Auditing and Accounting Supervisory Authority (IAASA)

There are 13 members of staff in IAASA. Job titles are listed in the table below.

Job Title

Chief Executive Officer 1

Head of Function 3

Project Manager- Professional Staff (Accountants) 6

Head of Finance and Administration 1

Administrative Executive 1

Clerical Support Staff 1

Board

There are15 members on the Board of IAASA

The approved fees for membership of the Board of IAASA are €11,970 for the Chairman
and €7,695 for all other Directors (per annum).

IAASA Wage Bill

The annual wage bill for staff of IAASA for 2011 is €1,496m

Funding

Total Annual Amount of State Funding for Pay €717,000

Total Amount of Exchequer Funding €1,357m

IDA Ireland

The total number of staff in IDA Ireland is 251. Job titles are listed in the table below.

Job Title

CEO 1

Executive Director 2

Divisional Manager 5

Department Manager 19
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Job Title

Section Manager 63

Project Manager 97

Assistant Project Executive 29

Executive Assistant 35

Board Members

Enterprise Ireland has 12 Board members. The Chairman receives €20,520 and Directors
receive €11,970 per annum

IDA Salary Costs 2010

Payroll €21.382m

Funding

Oireachtas €124.577m

Enterprise Ireland

The total number of staff in Enterprise Ireland is 813.5 (WTE). Job titles are listed in the
table below.

Job Title

CEO 1

Executive Director 4

Divisional Manager 12

Department Manager (PO equivalent) 66

Senior Executive (AP equivalent) 288.5

Executive (HEO equivalent) 143

Administrator (EO equivalent) 103.5

Executive asst. /Clerical asst. (CO equivalent) 81.5

Local Overseas staff / Overseas Graduates 114

Board Members

Enterprise Ireland has 12 Board members. The Chairman receives €20,520 and Directors
receive €11,970 per annum

Exchequer Allocations 2011

Payroll €64.326m

Exchequer Funding (breakdown below) €308.982m

Admin/General Expenses €84.3m

Grant to Industry €78.923m

Science and Technology €140.259m

Capital Expenditure €1.0m

Employment Subsidy €4.25m

Workplace Innovation Fund €0.25m

The Exchequer funding figure includes €3.919m, which is passed to the Crafts Council of
Ireland. It excludes Exchequer funding provided by the Department of Agriculture, Food
and Fisheries.
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Forfás

The total number of staff in Forfás is 108. Job titles are listed in the table below.

Job Title

CEO 1

Grade 1 — Divisional Manager 2

Level F — Department Manager/Section Manager 11

Level E — SSO-Senior Policy Advisor/Senior Accreditation Officer 32

Level D — Policy Advisor/Corporate Services Executive 26

Level C — Policy Analyst/Assistant Executive 21

Level B — Executive Assistant 12

Level A- /SA — Clerical/Services Assistant 3

Board Members

Forfás has 13 Board members. The Chairman receives €20,520 and Directors receive €11,970
per annum. There are 4 members of the Board that do not receive a fee.

Exchequer Allocations 2011

Payroll €7.302m

Funding €57.294m

National Consumer Agency

The total number of staff of the NCA is 42.8. Job titles are listed in the table below.

Job Title

CEO 1

Principal Officer 2.8

Assistant Principal 3

Higher Executive Officer 9.8

Executive Officer 16.6

Clerical Officer 8

Staff Officer 0.6

Services Officer 1

Board of NCA

There are 9 members on the NCA Board. The Chairman receives €20,520 and Directors
receive €11,970 per annum.

Annual wage bill

NCA: €3,598,000

Funding

NCA: Total: €6,279,000, Pay: €3,598,000, Non Pay: €2,681,000

Competition Authority

The total number of staff of the Competition Authority is 40. Job titles are listed in the
table below.
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Job Title

Chairperson 1

Membersal Officer 3

Divisional Managers 5

Legal Advisers 2

Communications Manager 1

Case Officer 20

Higher Executive Officer 2

Executive Officer 3

Clerical Officer 2

Detective Sergeant, An Garda Siochana (on secondment 1

Board

The Competition Authority has an executive Board comprising the Chairperson and
Members and does not have an external Board.

Funding

The Authority received funding of €5.1m this year of which €4.1m is allocated to its pay
budget which includes staff pay, employers PRSI, pension contributions etc.

County Enterprise Boards

As of 27th June 2011 there are 130.9 (whole time equivalent) staff in place across the network
of 35 County and City Enterprise Boards (CEBs).

Each CEB has a staff complement of 1 CEO, 1 Assistant CEO, 1 Business Advisor and 1 or
2 Administrative staff.

Boards of CEBs

Under the terms of their Articles of Association the standard number of Board members in
each CEB is fourteen. CEB Board members are not appointed by the Minister for Jobs,
Enterprise and Innovation but are drawn from various representative groupings such as the
local business community, County or City Council, Social Partners etc. No remuneration is
paid to CEB Board members.

Funding

The total Exchequer allocation for the 35 CEBs in 2011 is €27.2m of which €8.1m has been
allocated for pay purposes.

It was not possible, in the time allowed for the National Standards Authority of Ireland to
forward a response. I will request that the NSAI forward an answer to the question directly to
the Deputy.

Civil Registration

226. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on a
matter (details supplied) regarding Irish citizens born on the island of Ireland in Belfast.
[17035/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Section 46(7) of the Civil Registration
Act 2004 provides that for the purposes of receiving a notification of intention to marry, a
registrar may require the parties to the intended marriage to provide him or her with such
evidence relating to that party’s forename, surname, address, marital status, age and nationality
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as may be specified by the Registrar General. Following representations from foreign embassies
relating to the high incidence of suspected marriages of convenience, the Registrar General
issued revised guidelines to registrars including the requirement for a birth certificate originat-
ing outside the State to bear an apostille stamp, or be authenticated by the embassy or other
relevant national authority.

The 1961 Hague Convention provides that countries that are parties to the convention may
request the bearer of the relevant document, in this case birth certificates, to obtain an apostille
from the authorities that issued the document. An apostille involves the addition of a certificate,
either stamped on the document itself or attached to it. It certifies the country of origin of the
document, the identity and capacity in which the document has been signed, and the name of
any authority which has affixed a seal or stamp to the document.

In implementing the policy, the Registrar General has received legal advice to the effect that
it is not permissible to discriminate as between persons born in another jurisdiction, either by
exempting or targeting persons born in specific countries. The Registrar General is also advised
that the birth records of persons born in the State must be checked. There is no requirement
for the latter records to be authenticated by another authority, as the registrar taking notice of
intention to marry is in a position to do this.

Marriages of convenience are a very serious matter, as they often involve trafficking of
vulnerable women in certain EU countries, and associated criminality. Feedback from foreign
embassies is to the effect that the measure is effective, as it requires the person concerned to
contact their embassy or other national authority to obtain authentication of the birth certifi-
cate. In such circumstances, the embassy or national authority may provide advice and coun-
selling to the person and/or refer them to appropriate social services.

Community Development

227. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Social Protection if the information, com-
munication and technology community office at a location (details supplied), formerly funded
by Pobail which closed in March 2011 will be re-opened and funded by North and East Kerry
Development. [17037/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): My understanding is that the Deputy
is referring to a service that was previously part funded under the Community Services Prog-
ramme and which had grant support withdrawn due to audit findings that were not adequately
addressed by the board members of the Company holding the contract. Given the situation,
you will appreciate that service providers that do not meet the standards set for the manage-
ment and application of public funds will not be approved for further support. I have no
proposal for the re-establishment of the services in this part of County Kerry. Should a proposal
be advanced, my Department will consider it against the criteria set out for the Community
Services Programme and the context of the available funds. The Deputy will wish to note that
the Community Services Programme operates on a community business and social enterprise
model that requires service providers to generate a significant level of the resources required
for the delivery and development of the services proposed from non-public sources.

Community Employment Programme

228. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding
the extension of a community employment scheme in respect of a person (details supplied).
[17080/11]
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Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): As Minister for Social Protection I do
not have a role in the administration of individual cases in regard to the operation of the
Community Employment (CE) programme. The administration of individual cases under CE
is a day-to-day matter for FÁS as part of its responsibility under the Labour Services Act, 1987,
as amended by Part 3 of the Social Welfare (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 2010.

Extensions of a CE placement have to be requested a minimum of eight weeks before the
participant’s proposed finish date by the CE Project Supervisor. Once an extension application
is received by the local FÁS office, the FÁS Development Officer decides whether the extra
year’s placement is the most suitable and cost effective measure to assist the client in gaining
employment. Clients who are deemed job-ready by the Supervisor are not extended in order
to free up the place for another client. If no request for an extension is requested then the
person must leave the scheme and re-qualify under the published eligibility rules for any further
participation on the CE scheme.

Social Welfare Code

229. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection if there is grant or
funding available to young persons on jobseeker’s benefit who are commencing farm courses
beginning in September, to help them with costs involved in doing the courses; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [17299/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The back to education allowance
(BTEA) is one of a range of activation supports and policies with the objective of assisting
social welfare recipients to improve their life chances by facilitating access to employment,
work experience, education and training. The focus of the back to education allowance scheme
is to assist those who are most marginalised and distant from the labour market to acquire the
necessary education to improve their chances of becoming independent of the social welfare
system.

A person wishing to pursue BTEA will have to satisfy a number of conditions such as being
a certain age, being in receipt of a qualifying social welfare payment such as jobseekers’ benefit
for a specified time period, pursuing a full time course of study in a recognised college and
progressing in the level of education held by the client with reference to the national framework
of qualifications.

For BTEA purposes the course being pursued, including ‘farm courses’ must be full-time
and must lead to a qualification that is:

• recognised by the Department of Education & Skills or,

• has Further Education and Training Awards Council recognition (FETAC) or,

• has Higher Education and Training Awards Council recognition(HETAC).

BTEA is paid at the maximum personal rate of the social welfare payment that qualifies the
person and in addition an annual €500 cost of education allowance is payable.

Participants of part-time courses may qualify for the part-time education option (PTEO)
available under the jobseeker schemes. The PTEO enables unemployed persons to attend part-
time courses of education or training and retain their jobseekers allowance or jobseekers
benefit provided they continue to satisfy the conditions of the jobseeker scheme, including
being available for and genuinely seeking employment.

Under the PTEO, payment continues for the duration of the jobseeker’s claim. A person on
jobseeker’s benefit who exhausts his/her benefit will have to apply for jobseekers allowance in
the normal way. Jobseekers allowance is subject to a means test. Participation under the PTEO
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does not confer any additional or extended entitlement to a social welfare payment nor are
any additional allowances paid in conjunction with it.

230. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Social Protection her views regarding
welfare allowance in respect of a matter (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [17796/11]

262. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection in recognising the
important role played by residential rehabilitation programmes in tackling the drugs crisis and
that many clients in residential detox centres participate as part of probation and noting one
of the objectives of the National Drug Strategy is to encourage problem substance users to
engage with, and avail of, rehabilitation services, if her attention has been drawn to the fact
that clients of residential services who were on jobseeker’s allowance have had their welfare
reduced to supplementary welfare allowance and that this has two serious negative implications,
namely clients are not eligible for labour market programmes exiting residential because they
are not six months on jobseeker’s, and the detox centres depend on clients contributions to
pay for the facility therefore a cut in social welfare means a serious cut in contributions; her
views on this matter and the steps she will take in response of same; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [17296/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 230
and 262 together.

The jobseeker’s benefit and jobseeker’s allowance schemes provide income support for
people who have lost work and are unable to find alternative employment. It is a fundamental
qualifying condition for these benefits that a person must be available for full-time work. In
general, persons attending full-time residential programmes will not satisfy these criteria.

However, legislative provisions provide that a person is deemed to be available for work on
any day in respect of which s/he is participating in a course of rehabilitation training provided
by an organisation approved by the Minister for Health and Children for that purpose.

In this context, further information is required regarding the particular circumstances of the
cases being raised. In this regard, officials will be in contact with both Deputies to establish the
precise details involved so that a full reply may issue as soon as possible.

Social Welfare Benefits

231. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite
an application for rent supplement in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16987/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Health Service Executive (HSE)
has advised that no application for rent supplement has been received in respect of the per-
son concerned.

Social Welfare Appeals

232. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will
issue on an application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16994/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 20
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December 2010. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal
be sought. These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 14 April 2011
and the appeal will be referred to an Appeals Officer, in due course, who will decide whether
the case can be decided on a summary basis or whether to list it for oral hearing. The Social
Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of
the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare
entitlements.

Questions Nos. 233 and 234 withdrawn.

Social Welfare Benefits

235. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding
rent supplement and support in respect of a persons (details supplied) in Dubln 5. [17006/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Health Service Executive (HSE)
has advised that it received an application for rent supplement from the person concerned on
20th June 2011. A decision on entitlement will be made in due course.

Social Welfare Appeals

236. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection further to
Parliamentary Question Nos 102 and 103 of the 16 June 2011, if it is possible to give an indica-
tive date for a decision in view of the ongoing hardship and distress caused; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [17023/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): Further to my reply given to the
Deputy on 16th June 2011, I wish to advise him that the position in respect of this case remains
the same. While every effort is being made to process this appeal as expeditiously as possible,
it is not feasible to give a date as to when a decision will be made in this case.

237. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing the habitual residence condition review as part of the one parent family claim in respect
of a person (details supplied) in County Wexford; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [17031/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the evidence, has partially
allowed the appeal of the person concerned. The person concerned has been notified of the
decision. The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social
Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions
on social welfare entitlements.

238. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will have
investigations made into the way a person (details supplied) in County Mayo was refused
jobseeker’s allowance several times on foot of an anonymous report supposedly in September
2010 when no investigation of such a report was carried out as required prior to or since their
payment being stopped; if it is contrary to the guidelines issued to deciding officers by her
which states that natural justice requires that the claimant be afforded an opportunity of chal-
lenging and confronting the person concerned and that information given in confidence in
letters containing allegations of abuse should not be available to the deciding officer when
making a decision, the decision would be invalid under the rules of natural justice if the deciding
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officer or appeals officer was, or might appear to have been, influenced by information that was
not disclosed to the claimant and which the claimant had no opportunity to rebut. [17086/11]

239. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a person
(details supplied) in County Mayo was refused jobseeker’s allowance on habitual residency
conditions despite being an Irish citizen living in Ireland all their life. [17087/11]

240. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a person
(details supplied) in County Mayo was refused jobseeker’s allowance on grounds that their
centre of interest is not in the State, when it is clearly the case that Ballina, County Mayo, is
their centre of interest and that they have clearly tried to locate work in one of Ireland large
town and in the immediate vicinity. [17088/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 238
to 240, inclusive, together.

A claim by the person concerned for Jobseeker’s Allowance was made to the Department
on 27 April 2011 and was disallowed on the grounds that he was not habitually resident and
that he had not shown he was available for or genuinely seeking work. The Social Welfare
Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal from the person concerned was registered on 13
May and was referred to an Appeals Officer who proposes to hold an oral hearing in the case.

There has been a very significant increase in the number of appeals received by the Social
Welfare Appeals Office since 2007 when the intake was 14,070 to 2010 when the intake rose
to 32,432. This has significantly impacted on the processing time for appeals which require oral
hearings and, in order to be fair to all appellants, they are dealt with in strict chronological
order. While every effort is being made to deal with the large numbers awaiting oral hearing
as quickly as possible, it is not possible to give a date when the person’s oral hearing will be
heard, but he will be informed when arrangements have been made.

The person concerned originally applied for jobseeker’s allowance on 6 October 2009. This
claim was disallowed by a Deciding Officer on the grounds that he was not habitually resident
in the state, having only arrived in the State on 2/10/09. This decision was upheld by an Appeals
Officer on a summary basis on 18 August 2010. The case was re-opened for review by way of
an oral hearing which was heard in March 2011. While this claim was pending the person
concerned claimed and was paid Supplementary Welfare Allowance. The anonymous report
referred to by the Deputy was made to the control section of the Department in Carrick-on-
Shannon on 18/8/10 and forwarded to HSE West in connection with that claim.

On foot of this report, his claim to Supplementary Welfare Allowance was reviewed and the
outcome was that it was disallowed on the basis the person did not satisfy the habitual residence
condition. This decision was also appealed to the SWAO and both this appeal and the re-
opened Jobseeker’s Allowance appeal were heard together in March 2011. The allegations
made in the anonymous report were on the file forwarded to the appeals office in connection
with the Supplementary Welfare Allowance appeal. On this basis, the Appeals Officer who
heard the case orally in March 2011 raised the report with the appellant and afforded him the
opportunity to comment on it. The allegations were refuted by the person concerned.

Having considered the overall circumstances and taking into consideration all the evidence
presented at the oral hearing, the Appeals Officer was not satisfied that the appellant could be
considered to have a settled, permanent or habitual residence in the State. The Social Welfare
Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Depart-
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ment and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare
entitlements.

241. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Social Protection when a
person (details supplied) in County Offaly will receive a date for an oral hearing; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [17111/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer who
proposes to hold an oral hearing in this case. There has been a very significant increase in the
number of appeals received by the Social Welfare Appeals Office since 2007 when the intake
was 14,070 to 2010 when the intake rose to 32,432. This has significantly impacted on the
processing time for appeals which require oral hearings and, in order to be fair to all appellants,
they are dealt with in strict chronological order. In the context of dealing with the considerable
number of appeals now on hand, the Department has made a further 9 additional appointments
to the office in recent weeks.

While every effort is being made to deal with the large numbers awaiting oral hearing as
quickly as possible, it is not possible to give a date when the person’s oral hearing will be
heard, but s/he will be informed when arrangements have been made. The Social Welfare
Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Depart-
ment and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare
entitlements.

242. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will
review the case of a person (details supplied) in County Offaly and arrange to hold an oral
hearing to allow the appellant to state their case in person; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [17112/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all the evidence, disallowed
the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision. Notification of the Appeals
Officers decision was issued on 17 May 2011. Under Social Welfare legislation, the decision of
the Appeals Officer is final and conclusive and may only be reviewed by the Appeals Officer
in the light of new evidence or new facts.

The legislation also provides that an Appeals Officer may decide a case before him/her on
the basis of the documentary evidence. This course of action was taken in the case of the
person concerned as it was considered that an oral hearing was not warranted. The Social
Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of
the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare
entitlements.

243. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Social Protection when a
carer’s allowance appeal will be processed in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Offaly; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17114/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all the evidence, disallowed
the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision. The person concerned has
been notified of the Appeals Officers decision. The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions
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independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible
for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

244. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Social Protection if an inval-
idity pension appeal has been received and accepted in respect of a person (details supplied)
in County Offaly; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17115/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all the evidence, disallowed
the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision. Notification of the Appeals
Officers decision was issued on 27 October 2010. Under Social Welfare legislation, the decision
of the Appeals Officer is final and conclusive and may only be reviewed by the Appeals Officer
in the light of new evidence or new facts.

Following the submission of additional evidence the Appeals Officer agreed to review the
case. The person concerned will be contacted when the review of her appeal has been finalised.
The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

245. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details
supplied) will receive an oral hearing in relation to an appeal on the decision to refuse disability
allowance: the reason for the delay; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17118/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer who
proposes to hold an oral hearing in this case. There has been a very significant increase in the
number of appeals received by the Social Welfare Appeals Office since 2007 when the intake
was 14,070 to 2010 when the intake rose to 32,432. This has significantly impacted on the
processing time for appeals which require oral hearings and, in order to be fair to all appellants,
they are dealt with in strict chronological order. In the context of dealing with the considerable
number of appeals now on hand, the Department has made a further 9 additional appointments
to the office in recent weeks.

While every effort is being made to deal with the large numbers awaiting oral hearing as
quickly as possible, it is not possible to give a date when the person’s oral hearing will be
heard, but s/he will be informed when arrangements have been made. The Social Welfare
Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Depart-
ment and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare
entitlements.

246. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite an
oral hearing in respect of a person (details supplied). [17119/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer who
proposes to hold an oral hearing in this case. There has been a very significant increase in the
number of appeals received by the Social Welfare Appeals Office since 2007 when the intake
was 14,070 to 2010 when the intake rose to 32,432. This has significantly impacted on the
processing time for appeals which require oral hearings and, in order to be fair to all appellants,
they are dealt with in strict chronological order. While every effort is being made to deal with
the large numbers awaiting oral hearing as quickly as possible, it is not possible to give a date
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when the person’s oral hearing will be heard, but she/he will be informed when arrangements
have been made.

In the context of dealing with the considerable number of appeals now on hand, the Depart-
ment has made a further 9 additional appointments to the office in recent weeks. The Social
Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of
the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare
entitlements.

Question No. 247 withdrawn.

248. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding
carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry [17126/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer who
proposes to hold an oral hearing in this case. There has been a very significant increase in the
number of appeals received by the Social Welfare Appeals Office since 2007 when the intake
was 14,070 to 2010 when the intake rose to 32,432. This has significantly impacted on the
processing time for appeals which require oral hearings and, in order to be fair to all appellants,
they are dealt with in strict chronological order. In the context of dealing with the considerable
number of appeals now on hand, the Department has made a further 9 additional appointments
to the office in recent weeks.

While every effort is being made to deal with the large numbers awaiting oral hearing as
quickly as possible, it is not possible to give a date when the person’s oral hearing will be
heard, but s/he will be informed when arrangements have been made. The Social Welfare
Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Depart-
ment and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare
entitlements.

249. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite
an appeal an application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in
County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17138/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the evidence, including that
adduced at oral hearing, has partially allowed the Carer’s Allowance appeal of the person
concerned. The person concerned has been notified of the decision. The Social Welfare
Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Depart-
ment and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare
entitlements.

250. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Social Protection the action she will
take to address the backlog in the social welfare appeals office where case delays of over ten
months are being experienced; if action will be taken to address the underlying reasons for the
many appeals being submitted; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17153/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton) (Deputy Joan Burton): I am informed
by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that the overall average waiting time for an appeal dealt
with by way of a summary decision in 2010 was 27.4 weeks, while the average time to process
an oral hearing was 45.6 weeks. These processing times are calculated from the registration
date of the appeal to the date of its finalisation and include all activities during this period
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including time spent in the Department for comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds
of appeal put forward by the appellant and any further investigation, examination or assessment
by the Department’s Inspectors and Medical Assessors that is deemed necessary. A consider-
able period of time is added to the process when an oral hearing is required because of the
logistics involved in this process.

In an effort to reduce these processing times, the Department has made nine additional
appointments to the office in recent weeks. These assignments will augment the 3 appointments
made to the Office in 2010, bringing the total number of Appeals Officers serving in the office
to 29. In addition, since July 2010, 8 retired Appeals Officers, equating to a 3 further full-time
officers, have been assisting on a strictly part-time basis with the backlogs of appeals and it is
intended that they will be employed until the end of the year.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office and the Department engage with each other on an
ongoing basis with a view to improving decision making by Deciding Officers and also with a
view to improving the time taken to respond to appeals. This is achieved through meetings
with various areas of the Department, including, in particular the Decisions Advisory Office
which is tasked with ensuring that decisions are consistent and of good quality.

While 12,029 (47%) appeals had a successful outcome for the appellant in 2010, almost two
thirds of these decisions (7,282) were in fact revised decisions made by Deciding Officers, who
reviewed the claim following the initial disallowance. These revised decisions arose as a result, in
many cases, of new facts or fresh evidence produced by claimants after the original decision on
their claim. In such cases an Appeals Officer decision was not necessary. In addition, it should be
noted that of the 17,499 appeals decided by Appeals Officers, a total of 12,752 (73%) upheld the
original decision of the Deciding Officer.

Social Welfare Benefits

251. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a person
(details supplied) in County Cork was refused domiciliary care allowance; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [17157/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton) (Deputy Joan Burton): An application
for domiciliary care allowance was received on 26 January 2011. This application was referred
to one of the Department’s Medical Assessors who found that the child was not medically
eligible for domiciliary care allowance. A letter issued to the person concerned on 17 February
2011 advising of the decision to refuse the allowance.

Social Welfare Code

252. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost per annum of
one person without dependants who is in receipt of an invalidity pension including the cost of
all entitlements and administration; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17173/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton) (Deputy Joan Burton): Invalidity pen-
sion is a payment for people who are permanently incapable of work because of illness or
incapacity and who satisfy the contribution conditions. The scheme is administered from the
Department’s Longford office.

The current weekly personal rate of invalidity pension for customers aged 65 and under is
€193.50. This rate increases to €230.30 per week when a customer reaches 65. A person may
also qualify for a living alone allowance which is paid at a weekly rate of €7.70. A weekly
allowance of €12.70 is payable to recipients living on a specified island. These rates are in line
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with budget changes which came into effect from 06 January 2011. A recipient of invalidity
pension is entitled to avail of the free travel scheme which is administered from the Depart-
ment’s Sligo office.

A person in receipt of an invalidity pension may be eligible for further income supports such
as the free fuel allowance or the household benefits package if he/she satisfies the qualifying
criteria. Invalidity pension in itself does not confer entitlement to these additional supports.

The Department’s scheme expenditure on invalidity pension in 2010 was €640 million approx.
The free travel scheme was provided at an annual cost of €74 million in 2010. 8,774 new
invalidity pension claims were registered in 2010. At 31/12/2010 there were 50,766 invalidity
pension recipients. The direct costs of administering the invalidity pension scheme in 2010 were
€ 2.06 million approx. This equates to a cost of € 40 per annum per client and represents a
0.3% of total scheme expenditure. All expenditure figures quoted are provisional and do not
include the cost of shared services, central support services, agency services (e.g. An Post/Bank
Charges) etc. which are not reported or analysed at scheme level at present.

Social Welfare Appeals

253. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing an appeal against a decision to deny jobseeker’s benefit in respect of a person (details
supplied) in County Limerick; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17186/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton) (Deputy Joan Burton): The Jobseeker’s
Benefit claim for the person concerned was disallowed by a Deciding Officer on the grounds
that he was not genuinely seeking employment.

The person concerned appealed against this decision. He has not provided any evidence to
warrant a change to the original decision and his appeal is currently being processed. A sub-
mission is being forwarded to the independent Social Welfare Appeals Office for adjudication

254. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection the position
regarding an appeal against the decision to withdraw illness benefit in respect of a person
(details supplied) in County Monaghan; if the social welfare appeals office will agree to hold
an oral hearing into this case; and if she will ensure that this appeal is processed promptly.
[17194/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton) (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social
Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered
in that office on 2 October 2010. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the
relevant Departmental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the
grounds of appeal be sought. These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office
on 11 May 2011 and the appeal will be referred to an Appeals Officer, in due course, who will
decide whether the case can be decided on a summary basis or whether to list it for oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

255. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a person
(details supplied) in Cork, who is in receipt of €188 per week in social welfare payments, is
required to pay €50 per week in regard to mortgage supplement payments; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [17200/11]
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Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Health Service Executive (HSE)
has advised that the person concerned applied for mortgage interest supplement in November
2010 and that this was refused because it considered it wasn’t reasonable to award mortgage
interest supplement having regard to any arrears on the loan. This decision was appealed to
the HSE’s designated Appeals Officer who decided to award a mortgage interest supplement
of €70 per week as an exceptional measure on the basis that the person concerned would
renegotiate the terms of his mortgage with his financial institution.

The Executive has further advised that it is currently awaiting confirmation that the terms
of the mortgage have been renegotiated.

Social Welfare Benefits

256. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding
child dependent allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5 [17203/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton) (Deputy Joan Burton): The person
concerned is in receipt of a child dependent allowance with effect from 2 March 2011.

Enquiries are continuing regarding the entitlement of the person concerned to an arrears
payment in respect of this child. On completion of these enquiries a decision will be made on
his entitlement and he will be advised of the outcome.

Social Welfare Appeals

257. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection when an application for
disability allowance will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [17211/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton) (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social
Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered
in that office on 11th April 2011. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the
relevant Departmental papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the
grounds of appeal be sought. These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office
on 14th June 2011 and the appeal will be referred to an Appeals Officer, in due course, who
will decide whether the case can be decided on a summary basis or whether to list it for
oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

258. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Social Protection when an appeal will be
granted to a person (details supplied) in County Carlow; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [17212/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton) (Deputy Joan Burton): Payment of
illness benefit, to the person concerned, was disallowed by a Deciding Officer following an
examination by a Medical Assessor of the Department who expressed the opinion that she was
capable of work. An appeal was opened and in the context of that appeal, her case was
reviewed by a second Medical Assessor who also expressed the opinion that she was capable
of work.

I am informed by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that, in the light of this second medical
opinion, that office decided to afford her an opportunity of setting out the complete and up to
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date grounds of her appeal. On receipt of her response the relevant departmental papers will
be requested from the Department and the appeal will then be referred to an Appeals Officer
for consideration.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister of Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

259. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will be
made on an application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17223/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton) (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social
Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that a carer’s allowance appeal, by the person con-
cerned, was registered in that office on 14 December 2010. It is a statutory requirement of the
appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers and comments by or on behalf of the
Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought. These papers were received in the Social
Welfare Appeals Office on 30 March 2011 and the appeal has been referred to an Appeals
Officer who will decide whether the case can be decided on a summary basis or whether to list
it for oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

260. Deputy Michelle Mulherin asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will
issue on appeals for child benefit and disability benefit payments in respect of a person (details
supplied) in County Mayo [17228/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer who
proposes to hold an oral hearing in this case.

There has been a very significant increase in the number of appeals received by the Social
Welfare Appeals Office since 2007 when the intake was 14,070 to 2010 when the intake rose
to 32,432. This has significantly impacted on the processing time for appeals which require oral
hearings and, in order to be fair to all appellants, they are dealt with in strict chronological
order. In the context of dealing with the considerable number of appeals now on hand, the
Department has made a further 9 additional appointments to the office in recent weeks.

While every effort is being made to deal with the large numbers awaiting oral hearing as
quickly as possible, it is not possible to give a date when the person’s oral hearing will be
heard, but s/he will be informed when arrangements have been made.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

Ministerial Travel

261. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection the rate of travel expense
that is mileage paid for use of her private cars; the rate of subsistence payments and any other
allowances available to him and her Ministers of State in the course if their appointment; and
if she will make a statement on the matter. [17245/11]
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Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The current applicable mileage rates,
which were set by the Department of Finance, are as follows:

Official Motor Engine Capacity up Engine Capacity Engine capacity Engine capacity
Travel in a to 1200cc 1201cc to 1500cc 1501cc to 2000cc 2001cc and over

calendar year

0-4,000 miles 62.94cent 74.42 cent 95.05 cent 114.06 cent

4,001 miles up to 34.13 cent 38.00 cent 45.79 cent 54.95 cent
maximum limit of
60,000 miles

The current subsistence allowance rates were also set by the Department of Finance. The
overnight subsistence allowance for domestic travel for Ministers is €72.66 plus the vouched
cost of a hotel room (including tax and up to 15% service charge). The current day rates are
€33.61 (for an absence on official duties of more than 10 hours) and €13.71 (for an absence on
official duties of not less than 5 and not more than 10 hours).

Where a Minister travels abroad, s/he may claim the vouched cost of a hotel room and up
to 15% service charge plus the Class A civil service conference rate for the destination in
question increased by one third, with the exception of the USA and Canada, where it increased
by a half.

There are no Ministers of State in my Department.

Question No. 262 answered with Question No. 230.

Social Welfare Code

263. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the implications for
a person’s eligibility for a State pension under the Social Welfare and Pensions Bill 2011 (details
supplied). [17301/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The effective date for standardisation
of State pension age is 1 January 2014. Therefore, the person in the scenario outlined by the
Deputy would not receive State pension (transition) as he or she would reach age of 65 on 3
February 2014. Should an individual not be able to remain in employment past the age of 65,
he or she would be entitled to apply for another social welfare payment for the period between
the cessation of employment and the State pension age of 66.

The background to the changes in State pension age is that the challenges facing the Irish
pension system are significant. Life expectancy is increasing. The population share of those
aged 65 and over is expected to more than double between now and 2050, from 11% to 26%.
In contrast, the share of the working age population is projected to decline gradually from 68%
to 58%. There are currently six people of working age for every pensioner and this ratio is
expected to decrease to less than two to one by mid-century. Spending on public pensions, that
is, social welfare pensions and public service occupational pensions, is projected to increase
from approximately 5 % of GDP in 2008, to almost 15% by 2050.

Therefore, as provided for in the National Pensions Framework, State pension age will be
increased gradually to 68 years. This will begin in 2014 with the standardisation of State pension
age at 66. State pension age will be increased to 67 years in 2021 and to 68 in 2028. It is worth
noting that, until the early 1970s, the qualifying age for State pension (contributory) was 70
years of age. The legislative changes being included in the Social Welfare and Pensions Bill 2011
also fulfil one of the commitments in the EU/IMF Programme of Financial Support for Ireland.
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264. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to extend
welfare payments to third level students during the summer holidays as a temporary measure
in the context of high unemployment here [17323/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): A student undergoing a full-time
course of study, instruction or training is disqualified from receiving jobseeker’s allowance or
benefit. This disqualification also extends to the holiday periods, including the summer
holidays. The disqualification for receipt of jobseeker’s benefit or allowance does not apply in
the case of mature students during the period between two academic years. During this period a
mature student can apply for jobseeker’s benefit or allowance, subject to satisfying the standard
qualifying conditions, including that of being available for full-time work. Any changes to these
conditions would be for Government to consider in a budgetary context.

Social Welfare Benefits

265. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing qualification for schemes in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [17343/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): One of the functions of my Department
is to provide income support for the unemployed. This is provided through the payment of
jobseeker’s benefit and jobseeker’s allowance to those who have an entitlement. Jobseeker’s
benefit is payable to a person who has the necessary amount of paid eligible PRSI contributions
for an entitlement to exist. Jobseeker’s allowance is a means-tested payment and in assessing
a person’s means for the purposes of this allowance, account is taken of all income including a
spouse’s earnings.

As well as providing income maintenance my Department also has a role in supporting
people from welfare to work. A range of employment support programmes is available to
eligible people which assist unemployed people, particularly the long-term unemployed, lone
parents, and sickness related welfare recipients to return to the active labour market through
encouraging participation in education, taking up employment or becoming self-employed.
Given the range of people supported the requirement to be in receipt of a relevant social
welfare payment for a minimum period has always been a feature of employment support
schemes and this is considered necessary to ensure that limited resources are directed at those
most in need.

FÁS, as the National Training Authority, anticipates the needs of, and responds to, a con-
stantly changing labour market. It strives to do this through the provision of tailored training
programmes that suit everyone’s needs and access to many training programmes is not deter-
mined by a person’s welfare status. Through a regional network of 66 offices and 20 training
centres, FÁS operates these training programmes including some in co-operation with com-
munity, voluntary and statutory organisations. Further information is available locally at these
FÁS offices.

Social Welfare Appeals

266. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing an application for long-term disability in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17350/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 30 March
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2011. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.
These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 9 May 2011 and the appeal
will be referred to an Appeals Officer, in due course, who will decide whether the case can be
decided on a summary basis or whether to list it for oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

267. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection when an oral hear-
ing for a domiciliary care allowance appeal will be arranged in the case of a person (details
supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17435/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all the evidence, allowed the
appeal of the person concerned by way of an oral hearing. The person concerned has been
notified of the decision.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

Social Welfare Benefits

268. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the position or
entitlement regarding job seeker’s allowance in the case of a person (details supplied) in County
Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17437/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned was disallowed
Jobseeker’s Allowance because his weekly means based on his partner’s gross earnings
exceeded the scheduled limit. The disallowance was upheld on appeal in January 2011.

He applied again for jobseeker’s allowance from 24 January 2011. His means were assessed
on the basis of new information provided and his claim was disallowed on 11 March 2011 as
his means again exceeded the scheduled amount. He has not appealed against this decision.

Social Welfare Appeals

269. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding job-
seeker’s benefit in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [17449/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 16 March
2011. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.
These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 24 March 2011 and the
appeal will be referred to an Appeals Officer, in due course, who will decide whether the case
can be decided on a summary basis or whether to list it for oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.
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270. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will seek
a reconsideration of a decision in respect of persons (details supplied) in County
Monaghan. [17455/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare
Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer having fully considered all the evidence, including that
adduced at oral hearing, partially allowed the appeal of the person concerned. Notification of
the Appeals Officers decision was issued on 26 May 2011.

Under Social Welfare legislation, the decision of the Appeals Officer is final and conclusive
and may only be reviewed by the Appeals Officer in the light of new evidence or new facts.
Following the recent submission of additional evidence the Appeals Officer has agreed to
review the case. The person concerned will be contacted when the review of her appeal has
been finalised.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

271. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding
the disability allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork.
[17461/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that the disability allowance claim of the person concerned was disallowed following
an assessment by a Medical Assessor who expressed the opinion that he was medically unsuit-
able for the allowance. An appeal was registered on 21st June 2011 and in accordance with the
statutory procedures the relevant department papers and the comments of the Social Welfare
services on the matter raised in the appeal have been sought. In that context, an assessment
by another Medical Assessor will be carried out.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

Social Welfare Benefits

272. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parliamentary
Question No. 160 of 21 June 2011, the number of retained firefighters that have been refused
social welfare payments in each of the past three years to date in 2011; the reasons for the
refusals; the number waiting appeal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17462/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The figures requested by the deputy
are not readily available.

Social Welfare Appeals

273. Deputy Tom Barry asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
appeal for a non contributory State pension in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Cork. [17475/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 6 April
2011. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers
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and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.
These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 25 May 2011 and the
appeal will be referred to an Appeals Officer, in due course, who will decide whether the case
can be decided on a summary basis or whether to list it for oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 274 withdrawn.

Social Welfare Benefits

275. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons
collecting social welfare payments from the post office in Lucan Village and the post office in
Dodsboro, County Dublin, who reside in the following estates (details supplied) and if she has
satisfied herself that these post offices adequately service such a large number of persons, many
of whom have to walk for up to two miles. [17509/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department currently issues
approximately 3,350 payments each week for encashment at the Lucan and Dodsboro Post
Offices. The Department also issues an additional 916 payments for encashment on a monthly
basis at those two Post Offices. About 65% are paid at Lucan comprising 2,161 weekly pay-
ments and 599 monthly payments, while 35% are paid at Dodsboro, comprising 1,189 weekly
payments and 317 monthly payments.

Precise information on the number of customers involved is not readily available as
customers may be collecting more than one payment, for example Jobseeker’s Allowance and
Child Benefit. A breakdown of customers from the various estates listed by the Deputy is
not available.

The Department is committed to providing a high quality service to our customers. We offer
a range of payment options to customers including payment at the customers’ designated local
post office. Customers other than those in receipt of jobseekers payments can choose to be
paid into either a bank or building society account or to certain credit unions that have been
authorised by the banking and credit union regulators.

An Post is the principal agency through which payments are delivered to social welfare
customers They currently have a network of 1,160 Post Offices and a further 181 postal agencies
through which services are delivered across the country.

An Post has been advised of the Deputy’s concerns regarding the distances people in the
Lucan area have to travel to receive payments. I understand from An Post that the company
has no plans to expand their network of post offices in the Lucan area at present, but they
have assured me that their service throughout their network is constantly under review. They
have also indicated that if and when it is deemed that a post office is both warranted and
sustainable in the Lucan area, plans will be put in place to advertise a contract for the provision
of those services.

276. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding an
application for rent allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and
if she will make a statement on the matter. [17511/11]
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Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Health Service Executive (HSE)
advised that it has received a claim for rent supplement from the person concerned. A decision
in relation to entitlement will be made when the supporting documentation requested has
been received.

277. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Social Protection the financial assistance
available to a carer of a person with a mental disability who provides transport for that person
on an ongoing basis; his views that the provision of private transport is essential for those
suffering from a mental disability as public transport is not an option for various reasons such
as safety and availability and that this provision by the carer adds a financial burden to them
which is causing severe hardship; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17520/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton) (Deputy Joan Burton): My Department
provides the carer’s allowance and carer’s benefit schemes for people who are providing full
time care and attention to a person in need of such care. These payments are an income support
for the carers while they are engaged in caring duties. They are not intended to cover the cost
of the individual care needs of the person being cared for. In the majority of cases this person
will be in receipt of a social welfare payment in his/her own right (e.g. State pension or disability
allowance) and the additional supports required are available from the Health Services Execu-
tive. This may include assistance with transport costs in certain circumstances.

The Revenue Commissioners’ disabled drivers and disabled passengers scheme provides a
range of tax reliefs for the purchase and use of vehicles by disabled drivers and disabled passen-
gers. A family member of the disabled person can qualify for relief if he or she is living with
and responsible for the transport of the disabled person in question and has acquired a vehicle
for that purpose.

My Department also provides free travel to people aged 66 years or over, carers in receipt of
carer’s allowance and carers of people in receipt of constant attendance or prescribed relative’s
allowance, regardless of their age. It is also available to people under age 66 who are in receipt
of certain disability type welfare payments, such as disability allowance, invalidity pension and
blind person’s pension. I have no plans to provide for transport costs outside of this scheme.

278. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if his attention has
been drawn to the serious hardship caused by the cessation of one parent family allowance in
the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; if immediate steps can be taken in
this case; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [17522/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned claimed one
parent family allowance from 27 July 2006. Her entitlement was reviewed and her claim was
disallowed by a deciding officer from 2 June 2011 on the grounds that she failed to submit
documents requested by an inspector and that she is cohabiting with her partner.

She was informed of her right to appeal this decision but no appeal has been received to
date. She was advised that the family may apply for family income supplement.

She was paid supplementary welfare allowance from 2 June 2011 to 8 June 2011 when pay-
ment was stopped as she was cohabiting with her partner.

Social Welfare Appeals

279. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if an oral hearing
will be given in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [17526/11]
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Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): I am advised by the Social Welfare
Appeals Office that an Appeals Office having fully considered all the evidence, disallowed the
appeal of the person concerned. Notification of the Appeals Officer’s decision was issued on
25th November 2010.

It is noted that the assessment which the Deputy has submitted in respect of this case contains
new and current information.

Following the submission of additional evidence the Appeals Officer has agreed to review the
case. The person concerned will be contacted when the review of her appeal has been finalised.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

280. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason mortgage
relief and assistance has not been granted in the case of persons (details supplied) in County
Carlow; and if the appeal now lodged will be expedited and approved in view of the hardship
being experienced by the family. [17528/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Health Service Executive (HSE)
has advised that the persons concerned were refused mortgage interest supplement as they
have sufficient household income to meet their mortgage interest costs. The persons concerned
lodged an appeal with the HSE Appeals Office where the decision to refuse mortgage interest
supplement was upheld.

281. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection when an oral hearing
will be arranged in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Carlow; and if she will
expedite a decision. [17537/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer who
proposes to hold an oral hearing in this case.

There has been a very significant increase in the number of appeals received by the Social
Welfare Appeals Office since 2007 when the intake was 14,070 to 2010 when the intake rose
to 32,432. This has significantly impacted on the processing time for appeals which require oral
hearings and, in order to be fair to all appellants, they are dealt with in strict chronological
order. In the context of dealing with the considerable number of appeals now on hand, the
Department has made a further 9 additional appointments to the office in recent weeks.

While every effort is being made to deal with the large numbers awaiting oral hearing as
quickly as possible, it is not possible to give a date when the person’s oral hearing will be
heard, but she/he will be informed when arrangements have been made.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

282. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if an appeal for
carer’s allowance will be approved without delay in respect of a person (details supplied) in
County Carlow. [17539/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office on 21 June
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2011. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers
and comments by the Social Welfare Services on the grounds of appeal be sought. When
received, the appeal in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer for consideration.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

283. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will accommo-
date a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny, relative to the payment of their rent
allowance and arrears now overdue based on their written appeal to the local office; and if she
will expedite a response. [17540/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Health Service Executive (HSE)
has advised that the payment of rent supplement to the person concerned is currently sus-
pended while his entitlement is being reviewed. The Executive will contact the person directly
when the review is complete.

Question No.284 withdrawn.

Social Welfare Benefits

285. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a person
(details supplied) in County Longford has been refused a domiciliary care allowance; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [17544/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): An application for domiciliary care
allowance was received on 3rd March 2011. This application was referred to one of the Depart-
ment’s Medical Assessors who found that the child was not medically eligible for domiciliary
care allowance. A letter issued to the person concerned on 19th April 2011 advising of the
decision to refuse the allowance.

Community Employment Services

286. Deputy Paschal Donohoe asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review her
decision not to grant funding for a security licence course following a FÁS course to enable a
person (details supplied) to seek employment; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [17575/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): From 1st January 2011 policy and
funding responsibility for FÁS functions in relation to employment and community employ-
ment services was transferred to the Department of Social Protection in accordance with the
provisions of the Social Welfare (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2010. Matters relating to train-
ing and skills development are proper to my colleague the Minister for Education and Skills.
As Minister for Social Protection I do not have a role in the administration of individual
cases and FÁS remains responsible for the day to day operation of both employment and
training initiatives.

Social Welfare Appeals

287. Deputy Seán Kenny asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason an application
for jobseeker’s allowance was disallowed in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin
5. [17659/11]
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Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The person concerned was in receipt
of jobseeker’s allowance from 10 July 2009 to 10 May 2011.

This person’s jobseeker’s allowance claim was reviewed by the local office in February 2011.
As part of this review, she was interviewed by a Social Welfare Inspector, and asked to produce
relevant documentation. The person did not supply the documentation requested and, as a
result, the claim was suspended on 10 May 2011. There is currently an appeal on this claim
with the local office.

288. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Social Protection if a date can be pro-
vided for an oral hearing on a carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person provided (details
supplied) in County Kildare; when a decision will issue; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [17661/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer who
proposes to hold an oral hearing in this case.

There has been a very significant increase in the number of appeals received by the Social
Welfare Appeals Office since 2007 when the intake was 14,070 to 2010 when the intake rose
to 32,432. This has significantly impacted on the processing time for appeals which require oral
hearings and, in order to be fair to all appellants, they are dealt with in strict chronological
order. In the context of dealing with the considerable number of appeals now on hand, the
Department has made a further 9 additional appointments to the office in recent weeks.

While every effort is being made to deal with the large numbers awaiting oral hearing as
quickly as possible, it is not possible to give a date when the person’s oral hearing will be
heard, but s/he will be informed when arrangements have been made.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

Pension Provisions

289. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Social Protection if a date can be pro-
vided for an oral hearing on a carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person provided (details
supplied) in County Kildare; when a decision will issue; and if she will make a statement on
the matter.

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has
advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer who
proposes to hold an oral hearing in this case.

There has been a very significant increase in the number of appeals received by the Social
Welfare Appeals Office since 2007 when the intake was 14,070 to 2010 when the intake rose
to 32,432. This has significantly impacted on the processing time for appeals which require oral
hearings and, in order to be fair to all appellants, they are dealt with in strict chronological
order. In the context of dealing with the considerable number of appeals now on hand, the
Department has made a further 9 additional appointments to the office in recent weeks.

While every effort is being made to deal with the large numbers awaiting oral hearing as
quickly as possible, it is not possible to give a date when the person’s oral hearing will be
heard, but s/he will be informed when arrangements have been made.
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The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protec-
tion and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

Departmental Agencies

290. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the value per Govern-
ment agency of contracts issued outsourcing IT services for 2010 and 2011; of those contracts
issued, the number of sub-contracts and sub-sub-contracts issued as a condition of the original
contract issued and if the information will be broken down on a per contract basis per govern-
ment agency. [18180/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The Department has not placed any
contracts for the outsourcing of IT services. However, the Department does hire in technical
services to assist with IT issues such as infrastructure management and software development.

It will not be possible in the time available to furnish the information sought by the Deputy
in relation to the Agencies under the Department’s aegis as it is not held in the Department.
However, the bodies concerned have been requested to furnish the information and as soon as
it is received, it will be passed on to the Deputy.

291. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide
the following information regarding each of the State agencies (details supplied), namely, the
total number of staff and their respective job titles; the total number of board members and
their respective remuneration packages; the total annual wage bill for each agency and the
total annual amount of central funding provided to each agency. [18191/11]

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Joan Burton): The information requested is currently
being compiled within the Department and will be made available to the Deputy as soon
as possible.

Special Areas of Conservation

292. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Arts; Heritage and the Gaeltacht if
he was monitoring bogs in designated areas, the reason the authorities were not alerted to the
wide-spread mechanical extraction taking place on some of the 31 special areas of conservation
closed to cutting by the Cabinet decision of May 2010. [17130/11]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): After taking office
in March of this year, the Government moved quickly to put in place the necessary measures
to give effect to the decision of May 2010 that turf cutting on all raised bog Special Areas of
Conservation should cease in 2011. In April, the Government established a compensation
scheme for affected turf-cutters which would provide them with an annual financial payment
for a period of fifteen years or with the opportunity to relocate to alternative non-designated
bog, where feasible. 3,500 people with an interest in the 31 sites were written to and ads were
published in local newspapers and on radio to remind people that further cutting on these sites
was not lawful. In addition, the Peatlands Council was established to allow representative
groups of those affected by the cessation, conservation interests and relevant State bodies to
work through the measures necessary to meet Ireland’s commitments in regard to these sites.

Officials from my Department have been engaged in regular monitoring of these sites which
has been carried out with both ground patrols and aerial surveillance.
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From this ongoing monitoring I was made aware that turf-cutting had taken place on a small
number of these 31 sites and my officials responded by undertaking intensive enforcement
action in those bogs, where people found engaged in turf-cutting or harvesting activity were
spoken to and cautioned, where necessary. I brought this fact to the attention of my Govern-
ment colleagues and on 24 May I issued a press statement that day reminding people of the
legal situation regarding unlawful turf-extraction in these sites.

The following week, on 1 June, the Peatlands Council held a meeting where the Turf Cutters
and Contractors Association and the Irish Farmers Association gave firm undertakings that
their members would not undertake any further turf-cutting in these sites.

293. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Arts; Heritage and the Gaeltacht
the measures he proposes in the forthcoming revision of the Habitats Regulations to ensure
that ex-situ impacts on protected areas will be assessed for their impact before being permitted
to begin or to continue; the progress being made on the revision to the Habitats Regulations
of the EIA Regulations and the element of public consultation that will be incorporated in this
legislative process. [17131/11]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The draft Euro-
pean Communities (Birds and Habitats) Regulations, which will replace the existing European
Communities (Natural Habitats) Regulations 1997-2005, contain full provision for the screening
of plans and projects that require the consent of a public authority to establish if they require
appropriate assessment in accordance with Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive. Separately,
provision has been made in the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2010 to apply
these requirements to plans and projects covered by the planning code. These provisions will
apply equally to plans and projects within and outside European sites. The provision of the
1997-2005 Regulations that equates Environmental Impact Assessment and appropriate assess-
ment will be replaced by provisions that make a clear distinction between these separate assess-
ment processes.

In addition, the regulations will provide me, as Minister, with the power to regulate, inside
and outside European sites, activities that I consider likely to harm European sites or to damage
the wider habitats of flora and fauna, including birds.

In late 2010, the draft regulations were the subject of extensive public consultation, and the
draft has been refined on foot of those consultations.

294. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Arts; Heritage and the Gaeltacht if
he is monitoring the status and if his attention has been drawn to any commercial peat extrac-
tion on the 75 raised bog and 74 blanket bogs designated for protection 2003-2005; and if he
has sufficient resources to ensure protection of these important nature conservation sites.
[17132/11]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): A total of 75
raised bog sites and 73 blanket bog sites have been designated as Natural Heritage Areas
(NHAs) under the Wildlife Acts. Commercial turf cutting is not permitted on these designated
sites. These sites are subject to monitoring by my officials and enforcement action is undertaken
where unlawful cutting is detected. Enforcement of the legal protection given to these and
other designated sites is a high priority for my Department and available resources are allocated
in accordance with that priority.
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Ministerial Responsibilities

295. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Arts; Heritage and the Gaeltacht the
specific roles and responsibilities of the Ministers of State in his Department. [17048/11]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): As the Deputy
will be aware, the Taoiseach announced the establishment of the Department of Arts, Heritage
and the Gaeltacht in March 2011, and appointed Deputy Dinny McGinley as Minister of State
to my Department with special responsibility for Gaeltacht Affairs.

The Deputy may wish to note that a draft Order entitled Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
(Delegation of Ministerial Functions) Order 2011 is currently being prepared by my Depart-
ment and will be forwarded to Government for approval shortly.

Natural Heritage Areas

296. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Arts; Heritage and the Gaeltacht if
Rath Lugh is a recognised national monument and protected structure; the progress being
made in his commitment to ensure that the remaining natural heritage areas will be designated
on a phased basis over the coming years and if this forms a part of his policy; the protection
proposed NHA’s have under current Irish law; and the measures he will take to ensure their
monitoring and protection during this extended designation process. [17129/11]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The national
monument at Rath Lugh, in the townland of Lismullin, County. Meath, is protected by a
Preservation Order made under the National Monuments Acts in March 2008. The effect of
the preservation order is that it is unlawful for any person to demolish or remove wholly or in
part or to disfigure, deface, alter or in any manner injure or interfere with the national monu-
ment without the consent of the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht. It is also unlaw-
ful for any person to excavate, dig, plough or otherwise disturb the ground within, around or
in proximity to the national monument without the Minister’s consent.

In recent times my Department has been focusing on meeting obligations under the Habitats
and Birds Directives by designating an appropriate number and type of Special Areas of Con-
servation (SACs) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs). The State’s progress in this area has
been the subject of adverse findings by the European Court of Justice and my Department’s
National Parks and Wildlife Service must address these designations as a first priority.

Following completion of the designations of SACs and SPAs, my Department will consider
the designation of sites proposed as Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs). These proposed sites are
relatively small in area and are spread throughout the country.

Many proposed NHAs have already been subsumed within the boundaries of SACs and
SPAs and are afforded protection under the European Communities (Natural Habitats) Regu-
lations. Most are also afforded some measure of protection through the planning system arising
from their inclusion in Local Authority County Development Plans as Nature Conservation
Sites.

Ministerial Travel

297. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Arts; Heritage and the Gaeltacht the rate
of travel expense that is mileage paid for use of his private cars; the rate of subsistence pay-
ments and any other allowances available to him and his Ministers of State in the course of
their appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17234/11]
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Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Both the Minister
of State in my Department, Deputy. Dinny McGinley, and I can claim a maximum mileage of
96,540 kms per annum broken down as follows:—

cc of car 1501 to 2000

Mileage Kms High Rate Reduced Rate

First 6,437 €0.5907

Remainder 90,103 €0.2846

Maximum 96,540

We may also claim the difference between Class 1 and Class 11 car insurance and any other
official expenses incurred during the trip, e.g., public transport, parking, tolls, etc.

The subsistence allowances available to all Government employees, including Ministers and
Minister of State, are set by the Department of Finance. The current overnight subsistence
allowance for domestic travel available to both myself and the Minister of State is €72.66 plus
the vouched cost of a hotel room (including tax and up to 15% service charge.)

We may claim a day rate of €33.61 in respect of a 10 hour absence from the office and €13.71
in respect of a 5 hour absence from the office.

When travelling abroad (including Northern Ireland), both I and my Minister of State may
claim the vouched cost of a hotel room and up to 15% service charge plus the applicable A
civil service conference rate for the destination in question increased by one third (with the
exception of the USA and Canada where it is increased by one half).

There are no other allowances currently payable by my Department in respect of Ministers
and Ministers of State.

Deontais Ranna

298. D’fhiafraigh Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Ealaíon; Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta cén fáth
ar cuireadh deontas ar ceal (sonraí tugtha) nuair a bhí míniú cuimsitheach tugtha faoin bhfáth
nach raibh teastas dóiteáin curtha ar fáil go fóill; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh.
[17360/11]

Minister of State at the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy
Dinny McGinley): Mar is eol don Teachta, ceadaíodh deontas arbh fhiú €18,474 ina iomlán
(comhdhéanta de €15,395 faoin Scéim Fheabhsúcháin agus €3,079 faoin Scéim CLAR) ar 6
Meitheamh 2006 don togra atá luaite aige chun cabhrú le costais a bhain le hobair athchóirithe.
Ceadaíodh an deontas ar an gcoinníoll, inter alia, go gcuirfí teastas dóiteáin ar fáil. I gcomhréir
le gnáthchleachtas na Roinne, coinníodh suim arbh fhiú €6,474 siar go dtí go mbeadh an teastas
úd curtha ar fáil. Cé go ndearna an Roinn teagmháil thar an tréimhse 5 bliana leis an iarratasóir
faoin ábhar, ní bhfuarthas an teastas sin riamh. Gan aon dealramh a bheith ann go mbeadh an
teastas curtha ar fail, níor cheap an Roinn go raibh leorchúis ann an cás seo a choinneáil beo
agus cuireadh an fuílleach thuasluaite ar ceal ar 7 Meitheamh 2011.

Tionscal na hIascaireachta

299. D’fhiafraigh Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Ealaíon; Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta an bhfuil
i gceist aige a chur in iúl d’Údarás na Gaeltachta nach bhfuil cosc orthu deontais a cheadú
d’fheirmeacha bradán i bhfianaise na bhfreagraí a cuireadh ar cheisteanna parlaiminte chuig an
Roinn Talmhaíochta, Iascaigh agus Bia agus an Roinn Cumarsáide, Fuinnimh agus Acmhainní
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Nádúrtha á léiriú nach bhfuil cosc ar a leithéid; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh.
[17372/11]

Minister of State at the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy
Dinny McGinley): Níl aon fheidhm a reachtáil ag mo Roinnse i ndáil leis an gClár Náisiúnta
um Bia Mara.

Dírím aird an Teachta, áfach, ar an bhfreagra a tugadh ar Cheist Dála Uimhir 277 de 31
Bealtaine 2011 a shoiléiríonn gurb é an tAire Talmhaíochta, Iascaigh agus Bia, i gcomhar leis
an Aire Cumarsáide, Fuinnimh agus Acmhainní Nádúrtha, a thóg an cinneadh nach dtabharfaí
aon chúnamh airgeadais le linn an Chláir Náisiúnta sin do shealbhóirí na gceadúnas dobhar-
shaothraithe bradán mara go dtí go réiteofaí go sásúil an cheist maidir leis an tionchar diúltach
a bheadh ag míolta mara a thagann ó fheirmeacha bradán ar shalmainidí fiáine imirceacha.

Is léir freisin ó fhreagra na Ceiste Dála sin gur mian le hIascaigh Intíre na hÉireann agus an
Roinn Cumarsáide, Fuinnimh agus Acmhainní Nádúrtha tuilleadh dul chun cinn a fheiceáil ó
thaobh míolta mara a chur faoi smacht sula féidir an imní atá orthu faoi shalmainidí fiáine
imirceacha a mhaolú.

Tionscnamh Post

300. D’fhiafraigh Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Ealaíon; Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta Chun a
fhiafraí den Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta ar lorg sé airgead d’Údarás na Gael-
tachta ón Rionn Airgeadais as an Tionscnamh Post a fógraíodh le gairid, ag cur san áireamh
go háirithe ráitis an Aire Stáit nach bhfuil dóthain soláthair ann i mbliana don Údarás, má
d’iarr cén toradh a bhí ar an iarratas agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [17584/11]

Minister of State at the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy
Dinny McGinley): Tá sé mar aidhm ag an Tionscnamh Post, a fógraíodh i mí na Bealtaine
2011, fostaíocht a spreagadh chun borradh a chur faoi chúrsaí eacnamaíochta an stáit. Mar
bhall den Rialtas, bhí ionchur ag an Aire Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta sna comhráite
Rialtais maidir le bunú an Tionscnaimh agus na himpleachtaí a d’eascródh as dá Roinn.

Tá roinnt mhaith gnéithe den Tionscnamh seo a mbeidh tionchar nach beag acu ar ghníom-
haíochtaí Údarás na Gaeltachta chun eacnamaíocht na Gaeltachta a fhorbairt. San áireamh
anseo tá:

• an laghdú ar an ráta CBL (VAT) i leith seirbhísí san earnáil turasóireachta;

• an laghdú ar an ráta ÁSPC (PRSI) d’fhostóirí i leith post a íocann suas go €356 in
aghaidh na seachtaine;

• an tionscnamh chun soláthar creidmheasa don earnáil fhiontraíochta a éascú; agus

• rochtain níos fearr ar dheiseanna soláthair a fhorbairt chun tacú le comhlachtaí.

Is léir mar sin, go mbeidh tionchar dearfach ag an Tionscnamh Post ar an obair leanúnach atá
ar bun ag Údarás na Gaeltachta chun deiseanna fostaíochta a chaomhnú agus a chruthú do
phobal na Gaeltachta.

Arts Funding

301. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Arts; Heritage and the Gaeltacht if any
funding application has been made by an organisation (details supplied); if an application has
been made, if he will provide a progress report and if there is no application if he will advise
if any funding is available to help defray costs of recent refurbishment of the local theatre.
[17664/11]
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Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): No application for
capital funding has been received from this group. Funding for major capital cultural projects
in my Department is primarily from the Cultural Development subhead that has an allocation
of €7.8 million in 2011, which is a reduction by over 50% from the €16 million allocated in
2010. This funding is fully committed and there is no scope for any funding being provided to
defray the costs of any new projects.

The Deputy will appreciate that, given the current economic situation, it is unlikely that a
new capital infrastructure scheme will be announced in the near future.

Departmental Agencies

302. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Arts; Heritage and the Gaeltacht the
value per Government agency of contracts issued outsourcing IT services for 2010 and 2011;
of those contracts issued, the number of sub-contracts and sub-sub-contracts issued as a con-
dition of the original contract issued and if the information will be broken down on a per
contract basis per government agency. [18170/11]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): Whilst my Depart-
ment provides funding to the agencies within its remit, the Board of each agency is responsible
for all operational matters relating to the agency, including IT services, and I do not have a
statutory function in respect of such day-to-day operational matters.

With regard to my Department itself, there are no contracts issued at present for the out-
sourcing of IT services. However, in 2010, as part of the periodic procurement of external IT
support, my Department assessed the suitability of a fully outsourced IT service approach. At
the time, it was decided that, primarily due to operational requirements, such an approach was
not the most appropriate or cost-effective.

303. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Arts; Heritage and the Gaeltacht
if he will provide the following information regarding each of the State agencies (details
supplied), namely, the total number of staff and their respective job titles; the total number of
board members and their respective remuneration packages; the total annual wage bill for each
agency and the total annual amount of central funding provided to each agency. [18184/11]

Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): The Deputy will
appreciate that the extensive amount of information sought by her in regard to a wide range
of bodies would require a significant amount of work on the part of Departmental officials and
would be difficult to justify, particularly given the amount of information that is already pro-
vided in the Annual Reports of the relevant bodies, which are available in the Oireachtas
Library.

If, however, the Deputy has a particular query in relation to a specific body coming within
the ambit of my Department, I will, of course, be happy to arrange for the information in
question to be provided to the Deputy.

EU Funding

304. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Arts; Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he
will provide details of any possible sources of loan finance from European sources including
the European Investment Bank in respect of small and medium enterprises here wishing to
undertake business expansion projects; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[18201/11]
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Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Jimmy Deenihan): I am advised that
no loan finance is provided to small and medium enterprises from European sources through
my Department or through agencies operating under the aegis of my Department.

Energy Conservation

305. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Communications; Energy
and Natural Resources when an application under the warmer homes scheme was received in
respect of a person (details supplied) in County Offaly; the timeframe in which the work can
be carried out; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17113/11]

306. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Communications; Energy
and Natural Resources when an application under the winter warmer scheme will be processed
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Offaly; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [17199/11]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 305 and 306 together.

The Warmer Homes Scheme (WHS), now an integral element of the Better Energy Prog-
ramme, is administered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI). The scheme
provides energy efficiency improvements to homes in, or at risk of, energy poverty. Over 20,000
low-income homes are to benefit from energy efficiency retrofit measures in 2011.

The success of the scheme in 2010 has led to increased awareness and demand. It is the case
therefore that there has been an increase in waiting times. This has resulted in SEAI having to
prioritise certain lower cost measures in homes in order to secure and address the maximum
number of vulnerable homes this year. SEAI is currently working with community based organ-
isations (CBOs) and private contractors to prioritise delivery in the coming months to those
homes which have been waiting for the longest period.

A dedicated hot line for the WHS is managed by the SEAI (WHS hot line — 1800 250 204),
and it is SEAI’s objective to ensure that eligibility on available measures are dealt with
immediately.

Ministerial Responsibilities

307. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Communications; Energy and Natural
Resources the specific roles and responsibilities of the Ministers of State in his Department.
[17050/11]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): The
Minister of State in my Department, Deputy Fergus O’Dowd, has special responsibility for the
NewEra programme.

In line with the commitment in the Programme for Government to establish a New Economic
and Recovery Authority, (NewERA.), intensive work is underway across Departments, over-
seen by the Cabinet Committee on Economic Infrastructure, to finalise the structure and remit
of the new Authority.

Fisheries Protection

308. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Communications; Energy and Natural
Resources if his attention has been drawn to the increasingly systematic poaching of fish from
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our rivers, canals and lakes, for illegal commercial sale, particularly in the Cavan/Monaghan
area; and his plans to bring in additional measures to combat same. [17091/11]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): Inland
Fisheries Ireland (IFI) is charged with ensuring the protection and conservation of our inland
fisheries resource and the observance of the Fisheries Acts, Bye-Laws and Orders. They have
indicated an increase in illegal fishing activity nationwide in recent years.

Conservation and protection measures are constantly under review by IFI and my Depart-
ment. In view of their staffing resource constraints, IFI are employing new technologies and
utilising the public’s cooperation through the new poaching hotline (1890 347424) to assist in
the detection of illegal activities. This is complemented by ensuring the maximum visible pres-
ence in waters where the threat of illegal activity is greatest, timely prosecution of offenders
and confiscation of illegal nets etc. There has been an increase of nearly 40% in the number
of prosecutions initiated since 2007. I would encourage anyone with information on illegal
fishing to report such activities or any other breaches to the provisions of the Inland Fisheries
Acts to the hotline, the relevant IFI office or to An Garda Síochána.

Energy Resources

309. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Communications; Energy and Natural
Resources in relation to the Commission for Energy Regulation, the specific areas that are key
priorities for 2011-12; the specific energy projects that have been earmarked as priorities; and
if the emphasis on wind, water, ESB grid or elsewhere. [17148/11]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): The
Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) is the independent statutory body responsible for
energy regulation in Ireland.

CER’s key priorities for 2011-2012 are publically available on the CER website.www.cer.ie
The Deputy has previously received a copy of the CER Work Plans and Priorities 2011 from
my Department.

Ministerial Travel

310. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Communications; Energy and Natural
Resources the rate of travel expense that is mileage paid for use of his private cars; the rate of
subsistence payments and any other allowances available to him and his Ministers of State in
the course if their appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17235/11]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): The
motor travel and subsistence rates paid to me and the Minister of State in my Department are
in accordance with the Department of Finance guidelines.

The rates per kilometre are set out in the table beneath:

Official motor Engine capacity up Engine capacity Engine capacity Engine capacity
travel in a calendar to 1200cc 1201cc to 1500cc 1501cc to 2000cc 2001cc and over

year

Up to 6,437km 39.12 cent 46.25 cent 59.07 cent 70.89 cent

6,438km and over 21.22 cent 23.62 cent 28.46 cent 34.15 cent

The mileage in respect of which the above allowances may be paid is limited to 96,540
kilometres per year.
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The relevant domestic subsistence rate is €72.66 and a 10 hour or 5 hour day rate of €33.61
and €13.71 respectively is also payable. Ministers and Ministers of State may also claim the
vouched cost of a hotel room (including tax and up to 15% service charge).

When travelling abroad, Ministers may claim the vouched cost of a hotel room and up to
15% service charge plus the class A civil service conference rate (which varies from country to
country) increased by a third, with the exception of the USA and Canada, where it is increased
by a half.

As the Deputy will be aware, a single parliamentary standard allowance is also payable to
Deputies, Senators and Officeholders.

Wild Salmon Conservation

311. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications; Energy and Natural
Resources if he is will allow island based salmon fishermen who did not participate in the
salmon hardship scheme to re-fish wild salmon as part of a pilot scheme; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [17346/11]

312. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications; Energy and Natural
Resources the number of island based salmon fishermen who did not avail of the salmon
hardship scheme,; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17347/11]

313. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications; Energy and Natural
Resources if he will carry out a study into the impacts of allowing island based salmon fisher-
men who did not participate in the salmon hardship scheme to re-fish wild salmon and its
impact on Ireland fulfilling its obligations under the Habitats Directive; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [17348/11]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 311 to 313, inclusive. together.

As the Deputy is aware, the primary motivation in aligning the management of the wild
salmon fishery with the scientific advice to cease mixed stock fishing at sea, is the conservation
of the wild salmon stocks. It is vital to afford every protection to the at-risk salmon stocks and
to clearly prioritise conservation over catch. Ireland must fulfil its obligations under the Habi-
tats Directive, namely to maintain or restore fish stocks, protected by the Directive, to favour-
able conservation status.

I am advised that there can be no question of relaxing the conservation measures other than
in rivers where stocks are meeting conservation limits and where it is established that significant
numbers of fish destined for other rivers are not intercepted. It is not envisaged, for these
reasons due to the constraints of the Habitats Directive that drift netting in the open seas will
be licensed in the future.

I am conscious of the impact of the cessation of the seasonal wild salmon fishery on island
communities. This was addressed, I understand, in the allocation of €5 million which was pro-
vided for a Community Support Scheme, the focus of which was primarily on those communi-
ties where commercial salmon fishing was a well-established activity and where its withdrawal
demonstrably impacted on the economic and social fabric of the area.

My Department does not hold any details in relation to the number of island-based fishermen
who did not avail of the salmon hardship scheme.
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Telecommunications Services

314. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Communications; Energy and
Natural Resources the position regarding a metropolitan area network in County Donegal
(details supplied); the timescale for connecting the backhaul; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [17502/11]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): All the
metropolitan area networks (MANs) including the MAN in Carndonagh are managed and
operated by e|net who were appointed following a procurement process and who make the
networks available to the telecommunications sector.

All connections to the MANs are wholesale connections which may be used by the relevant
service provider to provide services to multiple end users. This means that any service provider
can use the network without having to privately invest and replicate network footprints
throughout the country.

It should be noted that before a backhaul solution is put in place in any MAN town, there
needs to be demand for MAN based services. This would typically be a business which incurs
telecoms charges in excess of €1000.

In the case of the Carndonagh MAN, e|net has been exploring various backhaul options with
operators in the area. In the event that a business premises in Carndonagh requires broadband
services delivered over a fibre connection, e|net would set out the possible options and costs.
However, there has been insufficient market demand for fibre connections in Carndonagh to
date. e|net remains available at all times to discuss the options for connection to the MAN in
Carndonagh with interested parties.

Public Service Contracts

315. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Communications; Energy and Natural
Resources the value per Government agency of contracts issued outsourcing IT services for
2010 and 2011; of those contracts issued, the number of sub-contracts and sub-sub-contracts
issued as a condition of the original contract issued and if the information will be broken down
on a per contract basis per government agency. [18171/11]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): The
following table sets out the number of contracts issued outsourcing some of the IT services of
my Department. These contracts cover the provision of IT Helpdesk Services and the hosting
of the Department’s websites in the Local Government Computer Services Board (LGCSB).
The only sub-contract was to ensure services were provided to my Department’s office in
Cavan.

IT contracts for Agencies under the aegis of my Department are operational matters for
each Agency and I have no function in that regard.

Company IT Service Year Annual Cost Sub-Contract Sub-sub-
ex Vat contract

IT Force Helpdesk Services 2010 €257,565 Value PC Ltd None

Helpdesk Services 2011* €257,565 Value PC Ltd None

LGCSB Hosting of the Department’s 2010 €69,089 None None
Websites

Hosting of the Department’s 2011* €69,089 None None
Websites

* Estimates
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Departmental Agencies

316. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Communications; Energy and
Natural Resources if he will provide the following information regarding each of the State
agencies (details supplied), namely, the total number of staff and their respective job titles; the
total number of board members and their respective remuneration packages; the total annual
wage bill for each agency and the total annual amount of central funding provided to each
agency [18185/11]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Pat Rabbitte): In the
case of each of the non-commercial State agencies under the aegis of my Department, I have
set out the total number of staff; the total number of board members and their respective
remuneration packages; and the total amount of central funding provided to each agency in
the tables.

Information related to the job titles of staff and the annual wage bill for each agency is a
day to day matter for each agency. I have requested the State Agencies to provide this material
directly to the Deputy.

Total Number of Staff

AGENCY END QTR 1 2011

Digital Hub Development Authority 15

Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland 66

Inland Fisheries Ireland 350

Loughs Agency 56

Broadcasting Authority of Ireland 32

Commission of Energy Regulation 65

Commission for Communications Regulation 124

National Oil Reserve Agency 5

Ordnance Survey Ireland 285

Total 998

Total Number of Staff

AGENCY Central Funding 2011 €000s

Digital Hub Development Authority 3,495

Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland 8,968

Inland Fisheries Ireland 25,798

Loughs Agency 2,819

Broadcasting Authority of Ireland 0

Commission of Energy Regulation 0

Commission for Communications Regulation 0

National Oil Reserve Agency 0

Ordnance Survey Ireland 7,451

Total 48,531
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Total Number of Board Members and their Respective Remuneration Packages

Body Positions on Current Board Fee Category Rates of fees
Board Members

Broadcasting Authority of 9 9 Category 4 Chair: €8,978
Ireland Director: €5,985

Raidió Teilifís Éireann 12 12 Category 1 Chair: €31,500
Director: €15,750

Teilifís na Gaeilge 12 12 Category 2 Chair: €21,600
Director: €12,600

An Post 15 13 Category 1 Chair: €31,500
Director: €15,750

Digital Hub Development 14 6 Category 3 Chair: €11,970
Agency Director: €7,695

Bord Gáis Éireann 9 9 Category 1 Chair: €31,500
Director: €15,750

Bord na Móna 12 11 Category 2 Chair: €21,600
Director: €12,600

EirGrid 10 10 Category 2 Chair: €21,600
Director: €12,600

Electricity Supply Board 12 11 Category 1 Chair: €31,500
Director: €15,750

Irish National Petroleum 5 4 Category 2 Chair: €21,600
Corporation Director: €12,600

National Oil Reserves 6 6 Category 4 Chair: €8,978
Agency Director: €5,985

Sustainable Energy 12 8 Category 3 Chair: €11,970
Authority of Ireland Director: €7,695

Inland Fisheries Ireland 9 9 Category 3 Chair: €11,970
Director: €7,695

Ordnance Survey Ireland 10 7 Category 3 Chair: €11,970
Director: €7,695

The Mining Board 3 3 Fees per day for public €582.97
and private sitting

Fee per full day for any €200.93
necessary attendance in
discharge of the Board’s
business

Community Development

317. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and Local
Government the reason he removed the funding under the scheme to support national organis-
ations in the community and voluntary sector to the Community Workers Co-operative.
[17013/11]

345. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and
Local Government if his attention has been drawn to the work of the community workers
cooperative and in particular the supporting role it plays for community based organisations
and workers across the country who are working to tackle disadvantage and in recognition of
this if he will immediately reverse the decision to cut CWC’s funding and restore it at a level
that allows CWC to remain viable and continue its vital work. [17454/11]

894



Questions— 28 June 2011. Written Answers

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 317 and 345 together.

The Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs entered into a contract to fund
the Community Workers Co-operative (CWC) for three years from 2008-2010 under the
Scheme toSupport National Organisations in the Community and Voluntary Sector. This fund-
ing contract was fully honoured by Government, and extended until the end of June 2011.
Organisations participating in the scheme were aware that funding beyond the contractually
agreed timeframe could not be guaranteed and that the scheme was subject to review.

A comprehensive review of the scheme was carried out in 2010 and a new scheme, with
amended criteria, was advertised in December 2010. 149 applications were received and 63
organisations were approved for funding, of which 46 had been funded under the previous
2008-2010 scheme.

Funding under the new 2011-2013 scheme has been allocated following an objective and
merit-based competitive process. The application from the CWC did not meet the qualifying
mark for funding on this occasion. The CWC has appealed the funding decision and the appeals
process is ongoing.

Local Authority Savings

318. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and Local
Government if he will provide each and every non pay savings reported by local authorities as
referred to at page 11 of the First Progress Report of the Public Service Agreement 2010-2014
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17427/11]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The information sought is provided in the table. Each local authority provided details of the
savings made, in terms of pay and non-pay, and costs avoided under the main headings con-
tained in the local government action plan. The non-pay savings reported are in respect of the
specific period, the year ending March 2011, covered by the First Report on Progress under
the Public Service Agreement.

Local Authority Non-pay savings

Cork City €1,677,590

Dublin City €31,308,256

Galway City €1,167,498

Limerick City €286,975

Waterford City €785,213

Carlow €634,094

Cavan €179,380

Clare €0

Cork €3,803,385

Donegal €862,887

Dun Laoghaire €0

Fingal €10,620,000

Galway €597,200

Kerry €947,890

Kildare €1,708,780

Kilkenny €1,287,500

Laois €979,269
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Local Authority Non-pay savings

Leitrim €67,548

Limerick €0

Longford €535,670

Louth €1,679,205

Mayo €995,854

Meath €1,235,503

Monaghan €365,751

Offaly €606,009

Roscommon €989,566

Sligo €0

South Dublin €13,528,500

Tipperary North €283,319

Tipperary South €645,600

Waterford €592,028

Westmeath €533,800

Wexford €497,929

Wicklow €1,686,788

Total €81,088,987

Local Authority Funding

319. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and Local
Government if he will reimburse Kerry County Council for costal protection works at Inch,
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16989/11]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): In
2008 a commitment to support emergency coastal protection works at Inch was entered into as
part of the CLÁR Programme’s Coastal Development Scheme, under the former Department
of Community, Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs. My Department now has responsibility for the
CLÁR Programme.

The funding committed to this project at the time was on the basis of 12.5% from the CLÁR
Programme, 75% from the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food and 12.5% from
Kerry County Council. I understand that the amount due through CLÁR, €150,000 was fully
drawn down by the County Council in 2008, and it was based on the overall project cost of
€1.2 million notified at the time. Accordingly, there is no further commitment due in respect
of this project. No funding applications have been accepted since August 2008 under the main
CLÁR Programme measures.

Planning Issues

320. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and Local
Government if he will review the process by which local authorities can obtain compulsory
purchase orders for lands adjoining regional and local roads in order to provide greater power
to local authorities to remedy dangerous locations in a timely and cost effective manner; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16991/11]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Deputy Willie Penrose): Section 213 of the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2010 pro-
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vides for the acquisition of land by local authorities. Further enhancements to the compulsory
purchase process were introduced by way of the Compulsory Purchase Orders (Extension of
Time Limits) Act 2010. This improved the process whereby local authorities can obtain compul-
sory purchase orders, by providing that the statutory time limit for serving Notices to Treat on
landowners relating to confirmed Compulsory Purchase Orders can be extended where legal
proceedings are underway.

The Act introduced efficiencies and ensures that the cost to local authorities of repeating
the CPO process is avoided in the event that the outcome of the legal proceedings allows the
project to proceed.

I am satisfied that local authorities have sufficient compulsory purchase powers under the
Planning Acts and I have no plans to amend the legislation at this time.

Local Authority Funding

321. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and Local
Government if he will provide additional funding to Donegal County Council for the provision
of social housing, SI cottages and in meeting contractual commitments entered into by the
council. [17018/11]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Deputy Willie Penrose): Funding of €6.115 million, of which €4.4 million relates to the pro-
vision of new social housing stock, was allocated to Donegal County Council under my Depart-
ment’s Social Housing Investment Programme for 2011. To date, some €3 million of the overall
allocation has been drawn down by the Council.

All of the available capital funding for new local authority social housing projects has been
committed at this stage. Requests for additional capital funding, including from Donegal
County Council, will be considered in the context of any savings arising elsewhere in the
programme.

Fire Services

322. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and Local
Government if he will allow firemen who are physically fit for duty to remain on in their role
to 60 years of age, pending the outcome of the Labour Relations Commission Review on Age
of Retirement. [17019/11]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
There is no Labour Relations Commission (LRC) Review in progress regarding the retirement
age of firefighters. A case was brought to the LRC and was referred on to the Labour Court
regarding the retirement age of retained firefighters. That case is currently adjourned. A review
of the retirement age for retained firefighters was carried out in 2003. The normal retirement
age for retained firefighters is 55 years of age. However, there is an option to continue working
up to age 58, provided the firefighter passes an annual occupational health test.

There are no proposals with my Department at present to amend these arrangements.

Ministerial Responsibilities

323. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and
Local Government the specific roles and responsibilities of the Ministers of State in his Depart-
ment. [17053/11]
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Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
Mr. Willie Penrose, TD, Minister of State at my Department, has comprehensive responsibility
for the housing and physical planning functions of my Department. In summary, Minister of
State Penrose is responsible for the implementation of the Government’s Housing Policy
Framework and a range of associated housing and planning functions. These include, in the
housing area, social housing investment and procurement programmes, including the work of
the Housing Finance Agency; quality of social housing through housing renewal and regener-
ation, including the work of the Limerick and Ballymun Regeneration Agencies;
support/overview of the Housing and Sustainable Communities Agency; the private rented
sector, including implementation of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 and support/overview
of the Private Residential Tenancies Board, Rent Tribunal and private rented sector accom-
modation standards. Minister of State Penrose has also been delegated Ministerial powers and
functions under the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2010, other than the powers to pros-
ecute an offence and make appointments to An Bord Pleanála. The powers and functions under
the Planning Acts include the finalisation of implementation arrangements for the Planning and
Development (Amendment) Act 2010 and implementation of key elements of the Govern-
ment’s National Spatial Strategy 2002-2020.

Mr. Fergus O’Dowd, TD, Minister for State at the Department of Communications, Energy
and Natural Resources and at my own Department, has responsibility for the NewERA Plan.
Minister of State O’Dowd’s responsibilities include development of the organisational structure
for the company, Irish Water, following the completion of the independent assessment on the
establishment of the company; progression and implementation of the legislation required for
the establishment of Irish Water; and implementation of the Government’s policy on water
metering and water pricing and charging.

Local Authority Funding

324. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and Local
Government if he will provide the necessary funding to Kerry County Council to replace water
mains in the County. [17070/11]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
Kerry County Council has completed its countywide watermains rehabilitation strategy
required as part of its water conservation programme. This strategy identifies specific defective
water supply networks requiring rehabilitation and/or replacement. The Council is also identi-
fying the works to be included in the Countywide Watermains Rehabilitation Project Phase
1 contract to be progressed and funded under my Department’s Water Services Investment
Programme 2010 — 2012.

My Department is currently awaiting the submission of additional information requested
from Kerry County Council in relation to two advance works proposals for watermains replace-
ment which the Council have submitted. On receipt of the information, my Department will
complete its consideration of the proposals and a decision will conveyed to the Council as soon
as possible.

Local Authority Staff

325. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and
Local Government his policy in relation to, or directives issued to, local authorities regarding
to overtime for their workers up to grade 6 level; if it involves workers having to work hours
free prior to being paid time and a quarter, time and a half or double time; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [17089/11]
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Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
Under section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, each County and City Manager is
responsible for staffing and organisational arrangements necessary for carrying out the func-
tions of the local authorities for which he or she is responsible. Accordingly, it is a matter for
each local authority to make appropriate arrangements, in terms of overtime, in accordance
with national agreements dealing with remuneration and legislation dealing with working hours.

Local Authority Charges

326. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and Local
Government the reason landlords on the rental accomodation scheme are exempt from the
second home tax but those providing accommodation under the rent allowance scheme are
liable for payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17098/11]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The charge on all non-principal private residences, designed to broaden the revenue base of
local authorities, is payable by the owners of private rented accommodation, holiday homes
and other non-principal private residences.

Landlords of property rented under the Rental Accommodation Scheme are paid directly
by the local authority, for the provision of accommodation to those in need of long term
accommodation and are exempt from the charge under section (2)(i)(f) of the Local Govern-
ment (Charges) Act 2009. This provision was included in order to encourage take-up on the
scheme.

Other specific exemptions are contained in the Act for the provision of long term accom-
modation by the State, Local Authority and Voluntary and Co-operative providers. These
exemptions do not include landlords who provide rental accommodation to tenants who may
be in receipt of rent allowance.

327. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for the Environment; Com-
munity and Local Government if it is the practice to issue notification of non principal private
residence demands annually to property owners; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [17116/11]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009 broadened the revenue base of local authorities
through the introduction of the charge on non-principal private residences. The charge is set
at €200 and is being levied and collected by local authorities. The Act places the onus on the
owner to assess his or her liability in the first instance and there is no obligation on local
authorities to issue invoices or demands.

I understand, however, that e-mail and postal reminder notifications have been issued to
those who paid the charge last year in respect of their possible liability for 2011.

Environmental Legislation

328. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and
Local Government if he will provide an update of the table giving the status of European
environmental infringement proceedings against Ireland as provided by his predecessor on 22
April 2010; the actions that he will take to have outstanding environmental cases against Ireland
resolved; and the resources he is dedicating to this work. [17133/11]
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Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): In
areas for which my Department has responsibility, the European Commission is currently in
formal correspondence in respect of 14 cases relating to transposition and implementation of
EU environmental legislation. The following Table, which provides details of these cases,
excludes 4 cases responsibility for which has recently transferred to my colleague the Minister
for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

The Government is giving the highest priority to the transposition and implementation of
EU environmental legislation. Efforts are being intensified to bring Ireland into full compliance
with EU legislation and to resolving outstanding ECJ infringement cases as quickly as possible.
Since my coming into office, my Department has already secured the closure of 4 cases and we
will be continuing to put in place the necessary measures to close outstanding cases, some of
which are complex in nature and will involve a variety of initiatives, including, for example,
the proposed licensing of septic tanks.

I have met with the EU Environment Commissioner, Janez Potocnik, on a number of
occasions, most recently at the Environment Council on 21 June to reassure him that every
effort is being made to address the Commission’s concerns on outstanding cases.

This will continue to be a key priority for my Department in the lead up to the Irish Presi-
dency in 2013.

900



Q
uestions—

28
Ju

n
e

2011.
W

ritten
A

nsw
ers

Article 258 Article 258 Being Before the European Article 260 Article 260 ECJ request
Letter of Reasoned Referred to European Court of Letter of Second Letter for fines

Formal Notice Opinion the European Court of Justice Formal Notice of Formal
Court of Justice for a Decision to be Notice
Justice hearing or Implemented

awaiting
judgement

75/442/EEC the waste 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2
directive

80/68/EEC on 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
groundwater

85/337/EEC on the 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 3
assessment of the
effects of certain
public and private
projects on the
environment

91/271/EEC on urban 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
waste water
treatment

96/61/EC concerning 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
integrated pollution
prevention and
control

2000/60 Water 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Framework
Directive

2002/96/EC on waste 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
electrical and
electronic equipment

2001/42/EC on the 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
assessment of the
effects of certain
plans and
programmes on the
environment
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Article 258 Article 258 Being Before the European Article 260 Article 260 ECJ request
Letter of Reasoned Referred to European Court of Letter of Second Letter for fines

Formal Notice Opinion the European Court of Justice Formal Notice of Formal
Court of Justice for a Decision to be Notice
Justice hearing or Implemented

awaiting
judgement

2008/56/EC 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
establishing a
framework for
community action in
the field of marine
environmental policy

2009/30/EC Fuel 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Quality

2010/26/EC Emissions 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
from non road
mobile machinery

TOTAL NUMBER 3 3 1 0 2 1 2 2 14
AT EACH STAGE
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Water and Sewerage Schemes

329. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and Local
Government the position regarding the Waterville sewerage scheme in County Kerry; the time-
frame for the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17134/11]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I
refer to the reply to Question No. 267 of 10 May 2011 which sets out the position in this matter.

Household Charges

330. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and
Local Government if water charges are implemented in the future, his plans to give credit to
households who have already paid their contribution to their group water schemes that have
now been taken over by local authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[17136/11]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The Programme for Government provides for the introduction of a fair funding model to
deliver clean and reliable water. The objective is to install water meters in households and
move to a charging system based on usage above a free allowance. My Department is currently
preparing a strategy to implement these proposals. Further details will be announced following
the Government’s consideration of the proposals.

Fire Services

331. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and Local
Government when the findings of the review of the fire service will be made available; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [17189/11]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The provision of a fire service, including the establishment and maintenance of a fire brigade,
the assessment of fire cover needs, the provision of premises and the making of such other
provisions as it considers necessary or desirable is a statutory function of fire authorities under
the provisions of the Fire Services Acts 1981 and 2003.

My Department has not undertaken a recent review of the fire services per se, but my
Department’s National Directorate for Fire and Emergency Management has set out a national
blueprint and programme for developing and improving the efficiency and effectiveness of Fire
Services. This is contained in the recently agreed Irish Fire Services National Development
Framework 2010-2015 , which is available on my Department’s website at www.environ.ie. The
Framework sets out policies and key actions in the areas of Fire Services Role in Society;
National Processes and Standards; Staff Learning and Development; Quality Assurance
Systems and Reporting Performance; and Service Infrastructure and Legislative Support.

In addition, in common with other capital programmes, my Department has reviewed its fire
services capital programme in order to prioritise projects seeking capital investment. I have
recently approved a new programme of joint procurement of fire appliances and expect this
collaborative approach will deliver budgetary and administrative savings. Value for money is a
key theme in the current climate and future developments will have to be brought to fruition
within tighter resource constraints.
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332. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and Local
Government if he will give urgent consideration to the establishment of a National Fire Auth-
ority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17208/11]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
Fire services are provided by the 37 statutorily designated fire authorities, and are accordingly
structured around the principal local authorities. The 2002 Farrell Grant Sparks review of fire
services in Ireland concluded unambiguously that this is an appropriate approach which should
be strengthened.

The review’s recommendations in relation to national oversight, co-ordination and leadership
were dealt with conclusively through the establishment of the National Directorate for Fire
and Emergency Management within my Department in 2009. The Directorate has taken over
the functions of the Fire Services Council and is an approach in keeping with the drive to
reduce new agencies while providing appropriate political accountability. The Directorate is
not a national fire service, and fire authorities continue to deliver this service under the aegis
of the local government system.

Given that the Directorate is working well and meeting its mandate, I have no plans to
establish a National Fire Authority or conduct a new study of fire services in Ireland.

333. Deputy Simon Harris asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and Local
Government his views on fire services operating call vetting system, a procedure undertaken
after a call is made to the fire service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17209/11]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
Under section 10 of the Fire Services Act, 1981 a fire authority is required to make provision
for the delivery of fire services in its functional area, including in particular, responsibility to
make adequate provision for the reception of and response to calls for the assistance of the
fire brigade.

Fire authorities have successfully worked together with my Department on a shared services
initiative to develop a computer- based system to handle emergency calls for the fire service.
Under the system known as CAMP (Computer Aided Mobilisation Project), all emergency
calls for the fire service are channelled to one of three control centres at Dublin, Castlebar and
Limerick and the appropriate fire brigade response is activated from the relevant centre. In
addition to dispatching fire service resources, where appropriate, the CAMP control centre will
also notify other emergency services e.g. An Garda Síochána, the Health Service Executive or
the Irish Coast Guard. Similarly, other emergency services control centres may direct 999/112
calls to the CAMP system.

The response to emergency calls is based on an initial pre determined attendance (PDA) for
the particular incident type at the address given. The PDA is the initial automatic turnout, but
can be varied by the officer in charge. The PDAs are set down by the chief fire officer for each
fire authority. As part of the CAMP project, PDAs were agreed on a regional basis for the
generic incident types by the technical groups and approved by the Regional Management
Groups.

The three regional control centres operate to the highest international quality standards. The
CAMP project was an early example of the shared services agenda delivering quality public
services in a co-ordinated manner.

Local Authority Charges

334. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and Local
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Government his plans to allow for the payment of the planned household charge in quarterly
instalments or through some other easy pay methods; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [17221/11]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The EU/IMF Programme of Financial Support for Ireland under its fiscal consolidation
measures commits to the introduction of a property tax for 2012 and to an increase in the
property tax for 2013. The Programme reflects the need, in the context of the State’s overall
financial position, to put the funding of locally delivered services on a sound financial footing,
improve accountability and better align the cost of providing services with the demand for such
services. In light of the complex issues involved, a property tax, requiring a comprehensive
property valuation system, would take time to introduce and accordingly, to meet the revenue
measure in the EU/IMF Programme, I have already indicated my intention to introduce a
household charge in 2012.

I will be bringing proposals to Government in the near future on the legislative and adminis-
trative requirements necessary to implement the household charge, including consideration of
payment methods.

Local Authority Funding

335. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and
Local Government the position regarding funding applications in respect of an association
(details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[17225/11]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Deputy Willie Penrose): This application is currently being considered by my Department in
the context of the available resources and the competing demands for communal facility grants
across a number of local authorities. The relevant local authorities were recently requested to
provide details of the current status of proposals and following receipt of this information
decisions will be made on the additional projects to be funded in 2011.

Ministerial Travel

336. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and Local
Government the rate of travel expense that is mileage paid for use of his private cars; the rate
of subsistence payments and any other allowances available to him and his Ministers of State
in the course if their appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17239/11]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
Minister of State Penrose and myself are entitled to claim the following allowances from my
Department. In relation to the use of our own cars on official business, we may claim for
official mileage up to a maximum of 96,540 kilometres per annum. I can claim 59.07 cent per
kilometre for the first 6,437 kilometres in respect of a car with an engine capacity between
1,501 and 2,000cc, and 28.46 cent per kilometre for 6,438 to 96,540 kilometres in any one year.
In the case of Minister of State Penrose, he is entitled to claim 70.89 cent and 34.15 cent
respectively in respect of a car with an engine capacity of 2,001cc and over.

In relation to subsistence, on official overnight business away from home or the Department’s
HQ, both Minister of State Penrose and myself are entitled to claim the vouched cost of a
hotel room, including tax and up to 15% service charge. We are also entitled to claim an
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overnight subsistence allowance of €72.66, i.e. half the civil service Class A overnight rate of
€108.99 prescribed by the Department of Finance, increased by one-third.

Where appropriate, we may also claim for 5 or 10 hours absences from home or headquarters
as part of the foregoing subsistence arrangements, at the civil service Class A rates of €13.71
and €33.61 respectively. When travelling abroad, including Northern Ireland, we may claim for
the vouched cost of a hotel room as set out above, plus the civil service Class A conference
rate for the location increased by one third, with the exception of the USA and Canada, where
it is increased by a half.

Minister of State O’Dowd does not claim travel and subsistence expenses from my
Department.

Rural Development Programme

337. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and Local
Government the amount allocated to Meitheal Forbartha na Gaeltachta under each measure
under the rural development programme; the amount approved under each measure to date;
the amount spent to date under each measure; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [17361/11]

338. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and Local
Government the amount allocated to Galway Rural Development under each measure under
the rural development programme; the amount approved under each measure to date; the
amount spent to date under each measure; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[17362/11]

339. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and Local
Government the amount allocated to Forum Connemara Ltd under each measure under the
rural development programme; the amount approved under each measure to date; the amount
spent to date under each measure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17363/11]

340. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and Local
Government the amount allocated to Comhar na nOileán Teo under each measure under the
rural development programme; the amount approved under each measure to date; the amount
spent to date under each measure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17364/11]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 337 to 340, inclusive, together.

The information sought is provided in the tables below. I am pleased with the progress to
date under the Programme in the Galway area. Notwithstanding the difficulties presented in the
current economic climate the programme continues to facilitate access to significant financial
resources for rural communities. This has resulted in the proliferation of innovative and sus-
tainable development projects all over the country, which are providing invaluable support to
rural communities in these difficult times. My Department continues to work with all Local
Action Groups to ensure the delivery of the Rural Development Programme in an efficient
and effective way.
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Meitheal Forbartha na Gaeltachta (MFG)
RDP Spend to date June 2011

Measure Programme Allocation Amount Approved to date Total Spend to Date

311: Diversification €560,000.00 €54,351.34 €1,668.75

312: Business Creation €1,680,000.00 €401,109.16 €239,977.74

313: Tourism €1,700,000.00 €612,388.39 €422,620.43

321: Basic Services €2,175,000.00 €1,214,689.66 €679,968.90

322: Village Renewal €2,451,000.00 €104,049.75 €73,264.18

323: Conservation €2,270,000.00 €147,397.11 €79,879.11

331: Training €1,160,000.00 €276,061.40 €149,776.83

341: Animation €1,387,048.00 €0.00 €0.00

421: Cooperation €440,000.00 €65,868.49 €36,428.64

Project Total €13,823,048.00 €2,875,915.30 €1,683,584.58

431: Running the LAG €3,455,761.00 N/A €1,259,884.47

Total €17,278,809.00 €2,875,915.30 €2,943,469.05

Galway Rural Development (GRD)
RDP Spend to date June 2011

Measure Programme Allocation Amount Approved to date Total Spend to Date

311: Diversification €585,000.00 €52,920.72 €22,920.72

312: Business Creation €1,165,000.00 €523,574.42 €187,715.09

313: Tourism €1,470,000.00 €244,280.61 €83,705.64

321: Basic Services €1,753,000.00 €1,658,575.99 €878,545.53

322: Village Renewal €2,163,000.00 €460,239.06 €239,466.75

323: Conservation €2,325,000.00 €122,256.26 €44,053.40

331: Training €1,150,000.00 €203,703.20 €99,029.40

341: Animation €1,225,388.00 €0.00 €0.00

421: Cooperation €370,000.00 €10,796.68 €0.00

Project Total €12,206,388.00 €3,276,346.94 €1,555,436.53

431: Running the LAG €3,051,597.00 N/A €889,402.95

Total €15,257,985.00 €3,276,346.94 €2,444,839.48

FORUM Connemara
RDP Spend to date June 2011

Measure Programme Allocation Amount Approved to date Total Spend to Date

311: Diversification €240,000.00 €19,950.00 €19,950.00

312: Business Creation €1,250,000.00 €184,919.94 €162,761.03

313: Tourism €1,515,000.00 €288,607.00 €206,119.79

321: Basic Services €830,000.00 €78,567.16 €13,259.73

322: Village Renewal €939,000.00 €136,320.64 €119,121.96
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[Deputy Phil Hogan.]

Measure Programme Allocation Amount Approved to date Total Spend to Date

323: Conservation €1,065,000.00 €77,214.04 €14,150.49

331: Training €880,000.00 €133,286.99 €61,728.85

341: Animation €776,172.00 €7,750.00 €7,750.00

421: Cooperation €240,000.00 €2,500.00 €2,500.00

Project Total €7,735,172.00 €929,115.77 €607,341.85

431: Running the LAG €1,933,793.00 N/A €546,833.52

Total €9,668,965.00 €929,115.77 €1,154,175.37

Comhar na nOileain
RDP Spend to date June 2011

Measure Programme Allocation Amount Approved to date Total Spend to Date

311: Diversification €320,000.00 €67,467.47 €0.00

312: Business Creation €262,000.00 €142,514.91 €106,065.00

313: Tourism €790,000.00 €100,704.26 €31,384.99

321: Basic Services €390,000.00 €118,004.92 €84,546.54

322: Village Renewal €532,000.00 €331,720.36 €181,704.00

323: Conservation €558,000.00 €213,394.43 €40,262.85

331: Training €300,000.00 €142,513.59 €115,119.37

341: Animation €381,932.00 €0.00 €0.00

421: Cooperation €180,000.00 €81,452.74 €0.00

Project Total €3,713,932.00 €1,197,772.68 €559,082.75

431: Running the LAG €928,483.00 N/A €454,008.35

Total €4,642,415.00 €1,197,772.68 €1,013,091.10

Local Authority Services

341. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and Local
Government the number of jobs that will be created within the planned new National Water
Authority including meter-readers, engineers and so on; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [17367/11]

Minister of State at the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government
(Deputy Fergus O’Dowd): The Programme for Government proposes the establishment of a
new State-owned national water authority to take over responsibility for managing and super-
vising investment in water services infrastructure and to manage the domestic water metering
programme. The Memorandum of Understanding between Ireland and the EU/IMF commits
Ireland to undertaking an independent assessment of the establishment of such an authority.
Work on the independent assessment has commenced and the assessment is due for completion
by the end of October 2011. The Government will then consider proposals for the establishment
of Irish Water.
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The independent assessment will examine the proposed role and functions of Irish Water,
the approach to assigning these functions to the authority from the 34 local authorities, and the
optimal organisational structure for the company including the indicative staffing complement.

342. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and
Local Government when he will establish the www.fixmystreet.ie initiative as committed to in
the Programme for Government. [17398/11]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
Local authorities have arrangements and applications in place which facilitate citizens in mak-
ing complaints or suggestions or in reporting problems through various mediums, including by
post, phone, text, fax, e-mail and on-line through their websites. In the context of the commit-
ment in the Programme for Government, my Department is working with local authorities in
developing options for the enhancement of these arrangements which will further assist citizens
in availing of local authority services and in reporting problems or faults to their local authority.
I expect to receive proposals in this regard shortly.

RAPID Programme

343. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and
Local Government if dormant accounts funding is available for Mullingar RAPID; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [17416/11]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
Under Government Accounting procedures, disbursements on dormant accounts measures are
paid in the first instance “up front” from my Department’s Vote in the same way as with any
other spending programme. The Dormant Accounts budget for my Department for 2011 is
fully committed to existing projects, and my priority must be to ensure that legal contractual
commitments are met.

The position with dormant accounts expenditure compared with other funding programmes
is that once spending takes place, it is reimbursed to the Exchequer from the Dormant
Accounts Fund in accordance with the Dormant Accounts Acts, in the form of Appropriations-
in-Aid payable through the Department’s Vote. In this way, the costs associated with dormant
accounts measures are Exchequer “neutral”. Monies disbursed from the Fund increase Govern-
ment debt levels as the money belongs to the account holder, who can reclaim it at any time,
and not to the State. Consequently, every euro spent from the Fund is regarded in accounting
terms as a potential Government liability.

Six capital projects have been prioritised by Pobal under the RAPID Additionality Measure
for Mullingar. The matter of progressing the RAPID Additionality measure to contract stage
will be kept under active review in the light of availability of funding / levels of expenditure
across the Department’s Vote during 2011 and, if necessary, into 2012. In the event that a
portion of the funding becomes available this year, it is proposed that it be made available to
projects in an equitable way on the basis of priority, subject to recommendations from Pobal
under agreed criteria.

Water and Sewerage Schemes

344. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and
Local Government the source of funding for group water schemes, if same is his Department,
the local authority or other; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17439/11]
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Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): My
Department provides annual block grant allocations to local authorities under its Rural Water
Programme, which includes group water schemes. Under the programme, grants of 100% of
the costs of certain works on group water schemes are covered by my Department while grants
of up to 85% of the costs, subject to a maximum grant of €6,475.66 per house or €7,475.66 per
house as the case may be, are available for other works on such schemes.

Responsibility for the administration of the programme has been devolved to local auth-
orities since 1997. Details of the particular grant that may apply in any particular case may,
therefore, be sought from the local authorities. In addition, the selection and approval of indi-
vidual schemes for advancement and funding under the programme, within the overall priorities
set by my Department and subject to the block grant allocations provided, is a matter for the
local authorities.

Question No. 345 answered with Question No. 317

Environmental Policy

346. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and
Local Government the measures he will take to reduce the impact of electromagnetic sensitivity
which is estimated to impact on half the world’s population by 2017; if indemnities will be
required from the communications industry; if he is in dialogue with the Department of Health
on this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15718/11]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The issue of potential health effects of electromagnetic fields was the subject of an Expert
Group Report published by Government in March 2007 entitled Health Effects of Electromag-
netic Fields. This report is available for download on my Department’s website
(www.environ.ie/en/publications).

The Expert Group examined a wide range of issues in relation to the potential health effects
of electromagnetic fields, including the issue of electromagnetic hypersensitivity. It answers
many of the health risk questions raised by the public in relation to the potential effects of
electromagnetic fields. The Report and its recommendations were accepted by the Government
and form the basis for current policy in this area.

The Report advised that majority scientific opinion to date was that a causal link between
the symptoms of electromagnetic hypersensitivity and exposure to electromagnetic fields at
levels below the limits recommended by the International Commission on Non-Ionising Radi-
ation Protection (ICNIRP) has not been demonstrated. However, a minority group of scientists
believe otherwise and extensive international research continues to be coordinated through
bodies such as the World Health Organisation (WHO).

The Department’s current advice to those living in close proximity to mobile phone masts,
based on the conclusions of the Expert Group Report, is that there is no causal link between
symptoms of electromagnetic hypersensitivity and exposure to electromagnetic fields at levels
below the limits recommended by the International Commission on Non-Ionising Radiation
Protection (ICNIRP) which are in force here. This applies irrespective of the location of the
phone mast.

The Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg), the licensing authority for the
telecommunications industry, commissions audit reports to verify that its licensed operators are in
compliance with their licence conditions relating to emission limits for non-ionising radiation. The
detailed measurement results from over 700 transmitter sites surveyed to date have so far shown
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total compliance. Recorded levels of radio frequency signals are typically measured as being within
the range of 0.002% to 2% of the safe exposure levels set by the ICNIRP guidelines. This is lower
or comparable to radio frequency exposures from radio and television broadcasts. The location of
licensed telecommunications antennae and the results of individual site survey reports can be found
on ComReg’s website: http://www.askcomreg.ie/mobile/siteviewer.273.LE.asp.

Planning Issues

347. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and Local
Government his plans to introduce new ways to assist persons who cannot afford to build now
on lands on which planning permission has been granted and is about to run out soon; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [17563/11]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Deputy Willie Penrose): Section 42 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 provides that,
on application, the duration of a planning permission (normally 5 years) shall be extended,
subject to certain requirements being complied with, including that substantial works have been
carried out before the expiration of the original permission.

Section 28 of the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2010 amended Section 42
of the 2000 Act to provide additional grounds for extension of the duration of planning per-
mission. The amended section 42 provides that planning permission may be extended where
substantial works have not been undertaken, or where the development has not commenced,
in cases where a planning authority is satisfied that there were considerations of a commercial,
economic or technical nature beyond the control of the applicant which substantially militated
against either the commencement of development or the carrying out of substantial works
pursuant to the planning permission.

This latter provision is subject to the following qualifications—

• that the planning authority is satisfied that there have been no significant changes in the
development objectives in the development plan or in regional development objectives
in the regional planning guidelines for the area of the planning authority since the date
of the permission such that the development would no longer be consistent with the
proper planning and sustainable development of the area,

• that the planning authority is satisfied that the development would not be inconsistent
with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area having regard to any
guidelines issued by the Minister under section 28 of the Act, notwithstanding that they
were so issued after the date of the grant of permission in relation to which an application
is made under this section, and

• that the planning authority is satisfied where the development has not commenced, that
an environmental impact assessment, or an appropriate assessment, or both of those
assessments, if required, was or were carried out before the permission was granted.

I consider that these provisions offer satisfactory mechanisms to address the issue and I have
no plans to introduce further measures.

Elections Policy

348. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and Local
Government the date on which the forthcoming Presidential election will be held; the earliest
and latest date on which this election may be held; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [17565/11]
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349. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and Local
Government the procedure that has to be followed by a local authority to nominate a candidate
to contest the Presidential election; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17566/11]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 348 and 349 together.

The term of office of the current President expires on 10 November 2011. Article 12.3.3 of
the Constitution provides that an election for the office of President shall be held in the 60 day
period before the expiry of the term of office of the President. This gives a period commencing
on 11 September 2011 and ending on 10 November 2011. No decision has been made on the
date of the election.

Article 12.4.2 of the Constitution provides for the participation by County and City Councils
in the nomination process for Presidential candidates. A candidate in the Presidential election
needs to be nominated by not less than twenty members of the Houses of the Oireachtas or
by not less than four City or County Councils. The nomination process is a reserved function
of the Councils and is regulated by law under section 16 of the Presidential Elections Act 1993.
The main points arising are as follows:

• Councils may, by resolution, resolve to nominate one candidate,

• Not less than 3 clear days notice of the intention to propose the resolution must be given
in writing to every person, who, at the time when the notice is given, is a member of
the Council,

• A resolution under section 16 of the Act cannot be passed before the making of the
Presidential Election Order — this Order, which is made under section 6 of the Act, sets
out the last day on which the Presidential Returning Officer may receive nominations,
the date and time of the poll at the election and other details, and

• The resolution of the Council must be given effect by means of a nomination paper, as
prescribed in the Presidential Elections (Forms) Regulations 2011, sealed with the seal
of the Council and delivered to the Presidential Returning Officer.

To assist Councils in this matter, a circular, detailing the process and the legislative provisions,
was sent by my Department to each City and County Manager on 10 May 2011. At this early
stage, no Presidential Election Order has been made and no Presidential Returning Officer has
been appointed.

Water and Sewerage Schemes

350. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and Local
Government his plans to implement a scheme for upgrading and replacing ineffective septic
tanks and sewerage treatment systems; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[17589/11]

351. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and Local
Government when he will bring forward new regulations regarding existing septic tanks for
one off houses. [17608/11]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 350 and 351 together.

In October 2009, the European Court of Justice ruled that Ireland failed to adopt the neces-
sary legislation to comply with Articles 4 and 8 of Council Directive 75/442/EEC, known as the
Waste Directive, regarding domestic wastewaters disposed of in the countryside through septic
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tanks and other individual wastewater treatment systems. The Government recently approved
the urgent drafting of a Bill to provide for the establishment of a new system for the inspection
and monitoring of the performance of septic tanks and other on-site wastewater treatment
systems. The Bill will be published as soon as possible and my intention will be to pursue its
early enactment thereafter.

Fire Stations

352. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and Local
Government the position regarding the provision of a fire service (details supplied); and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [17613/11]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan): The
provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and maintenance of
a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs, the provision of a premises and the making
of such other provisions as it considers necessary or desirable, is a statutory function of individ-
ual fire authorities under the provisions of the Fire Services Act 1981. Accordingly, the question
of whether the voluntary fire service referred to in the question should continue to operate is
a matter for the relevant fire authority.

County, city and borough councils are designated fire authorities under the legislation. Out-
side the main cities which employ full-time fire fighters, fire services are provided by a retained
staffing system. Retained fire-fighters are employees of fire authorities, and are organised to
provide a full professional fire service for their communities. They are trained, equipped, super-
vised and operate to the same procedures as their full-time colleagues. Volunteer fire units
operate in a relatively small number of areas, but outside the direct control of the fire authority.

The volunteer unit in question does not have the requisite training to attend certain types of
incidents. While it has received some training, equipment and funding from the Council in the
past, it does not report to and is not under the control of the Council’s Fire Section.

As part of my Department’s role in supporting and assisting local authorities in delivering
fire services, including the setting of national policy and the provision of funding under the fire
service capital programme, a programme for the preparation and dissemination of Standard
Operating Guidelines (SOGs) covering all aspects of operational activity is in train. These are
intended to assist fire authorities to meet their statutory duties, with due cognisance to com-
pliance with health and safety.

Consultancy Contracts

353. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and Local
Government the value per Government agency of contracts issued outsourcing IT services for
2010 and 2011; of those contracts issued, the number of sub-contracts and sub-sub-contracts
issued as a condition of the original contract issued and if the information will be broken down
on a per contract basis per government agency. [18175/11]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
The amount paid by my Department, including Met Éireann an operating Division of the
Department, under two contracts for outsourced IT services, was €511,567 in 2010 and €228,934
to the end of May 2011.

The Department does not hold information on outsourced IT services for bodies under
its aegis.
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Local Authority Staff

354. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for the Environment; Community and
Local Government if he will list each of the primary grades within the following public sectors
(details supplied); the grades within primary grades for example engineer grade 1, grade 2
grade 3; the corresponding pay for each primary grade and also each grade within a grade as
explained. [18196/11]

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government (Deputy Phil Hogan):
Under section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, each County and City Manager is
responsible for staffing and organisational arrangements necessary for carrying out the func-
tions of the local authorities for which he or she is responsible.

Due to the particular nature of the Local Government Sector, with thirty four County and
City Councils of differing scales, providing a range of services in urban and rural settings, there
are organisation structures and job titles that are specific to particular local authorities.

Information regarding the main grades, common throughout the local authority system, is
provided in the following tables. Generally, where there are job titles specific to a particular
local authority the pay scale will be set at an equivalent level to that of an analogous grade
from the list below.

Grades and Pay Scales: From 1 January 2010

Indoor:

City / County Manager €132k — €189k (in ranges of LA)

Director of Service / Equivalents €90k to €106k

County Engineer / Equivalents €78k to €95k

Senior Engineer / Equivalents €73k to €87k

Senior Executive Engineer / Equivalents €62k to €78k

Executive Engineer / Equivalents €46k to €66k

Assistant Engineer / Equivalents €40k to €57k

Graduate Engineer €32k to €38k

Senior Executive Officer (Grade 8) / Equivalents €64k to €84k

Administrative Officer (Grade 7) / Equivalents €47k to €61k

Senior Staff Officer (Grade 6) / Equivalents €44k to €55k

Staff Officer (Grade 5) / Equivalents €40k to €48k

Assistant Staff Officer (Grade 4) / Equivalents €28k to €42k

Clerical Officer (Grade 3) / Equivalents €23k to €37k

Outdoor:

Craft €670 to €840 pw

General Services Supervisor €695 to €833 pw

General Operatives €580 to €622 pw

Water Caretakers €584 to €692 pw
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Annual Salary Scales for PART TIME (RETAINED) Fire Fighters (Effective 01/01/2010)

Length of Service Salary

0 — 5 years €8,402

5 — 10 years €9,439

10 years + €10,383

Hourly rate of attendance

Drill Rate per hour €19.86

Fire Rate per hour

Day 1st hour €39.72

Subsequent hour €19.86

Night/Weekend 1st hour €79.44

Subsequent hour €39.72

Weekly Salary Scales for FULL TIME Fire Fighters

Dublin, Cork and Limerick City Council Waterford City Council, Galway, Kilkenny and Sligo
County Council, Drogheda Borough Council,

Dundalk Town Council

Scale (Point) Effective 01/01/2010 Scale (Point) Effective 01/01/2010

1 €477.34 1 €476.07

2 €564.40 2 €563.13

3 €616.90 3 €615.63

4 €669.65 4 €668.38

5 €722.04 5 €720.77

6 €738.76 6 €737.49

7 €781.86 7 €780.59

LSI 1 11 yrs €813.62 LSI 1 12 yrs €812.35

LSI 2 17 yrs €849.62 LSI 2 20 yrs €848.35

Garda Vetting of Personnel

355. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason there
is a delay in the Garda vetting of persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [17001/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda Auth-
orities that no vetting applications have been received in respect of the first of the persons to
whom the Deputy refers. In the circumstances, I can only suggest that the person contacts the
registered organisation involved.

I am also informed that two vetting applications in respect of the second person to whom
the Deputy refers have been received by the Garda Central Vetting Unit (GCVU). The appli-
cations are being processed at present and a response will issue as soon as possible.

I am further informed that two vetting applications were received by the GCVU on behalf
of the third person to whom the Deputy refers. One of the applications was processed and has
been returned to the registered organisation. However, the other application was incomplete
and it has been returned to the registered organisation for completion. Once a completed
application is received by the Vetting Unit it will be processed accordingly.
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Ministerial Responsibilities

356. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the specific roles
and responsibilities of the Ministers of State in his Department. [17057/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can inform the Deputy that my
Department has one Minister of State, Ms. Kathleen Lynch T.D. who was appointed on 10
March 2011.

Minister of State Lynch has general responsibility for equality issues in my Department but
also plays a role, as required, in relation to all aspects of the Department’s work, for instance
representing the State at meetings here and abroad in the Justice and Equality areas.

Garda Deployment

357. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide
additional gardaí and resources to counteract the increase in murders, gun crime, tiger kidnap-
ping and crimes in general. [17069/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Responsibility for the allocation of
resources, including personnel, within the Force rests with the Garda Commissioner, in consul-
tation with his senior management team. Resource levels are constantly monitored, in conjunc-
tion with crime trends and the situation is kept under continuing review to ensure optimum
use is made of all resources and the best possible Garda service is provided to the public.I have
been informed by the Garda Commissioner that the personnel strength of An Garda Síochána
on 31 May 2011, the latest date for which figures are readily available was 14,262.

Multi-disciplinary approaches are utilised to ensure the activities of individuals and groups
involved in all criminal enterprises are effectively targeted, including the use of the Proceeds
of Crime, the Criminal Justice (Money-laundering and Terrorist Financing) Act, 2010, together
with the Criminal Assets Bureau, whose powers I plan to strengthen in relation to forfeiting
the proceeds of crime, including drug trafficking and dealing. Members of An Garda Síochána
utilise all available legislation, including the additional legislative provisions introduced by the
Oireachtas in 2009 which amended the Criminal Justice Act, 2006 relating to organised crime.
This integrated approach adopts best practice in implementing a co-ordinated use of Garda
resources and using available criminal legislation to its fullest extent.

The Programme for Government contains a number of commitments in relation to policing
matters which the Government fully intend to implement.

Visa Applications

358. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regard-
ing a holiday visa application in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [17110/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am pleased to inform the Deputy
that the visa application referred to has been approved.

I should remind the Deputy that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration
cases may be made directly to INIS by email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been
specifically established for this purpose. The service enables up-to-date information on such
cases to be obtained without the need to seek this information through the more administra-
tively expensive Parliamentary Questions process.
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Garda Operations

359. Deputy Michael McCarthy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of
times in 2009 and 2010 that members of An Garda Síochaná have been called to accident and
emergency departments in hospitals to diffuse situations which have arisen and warranted garda
assistance; the number of incidents which have broken out per hospital per year; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [17120/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda auth-
orities that Gardaí may be called to hospital emergency departments for a range of reasons.
These include, in addition to public disorder type incidents, formal identification of deceased
persons, matters relating to missing persons and theft-related incidents, including property lost,
found or recovered.

It is not possible to provide the information requested by the Deputy without a dispro-
portionate expenditure of Garda time and resources.

National Disability Strategy

360. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on
correspondence (details supplied) regarding the national disability strategy; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [17185/11]

Minister of State at the Departments of Health and Children and Community, Equality and
Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The correspondence to which the Deputy refers
calls for priority to be given to the National Disability Strategy within the resources available.
I agree with this sentiment, which is also in line with a commitment in the Programme for
Government to publish, following wide consultation, a realistic implementation plan for the
Strategy, including sectoral plans with achievable timescales and targets within available
resources and ensuring whole-of-government involvement and monitoring of the Strategy, in
partnership with the disability sector. The Strategy which was launched in 2004 is, in large
measure, being implemented. However, in order to progress towards meeting the commitment
in the Programme for Government, I am currently assessing the Strategy’s monitoring and
implementation structures and what may now be required to re-energise the Strategy and
its implementation.

Ministerial Travel

361. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the rate of travel
expense that is mileage paid for use of his private cars; the rate of subsistence payments and
any other allowances available to him and his Ministers of State in the course if their appoint-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17244/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I wish to inform the Deputy that I
have no official responsibility to the Dáil in relation to this matter. The Minister for Finance
is responsible for the mileage and subsistence allowance rates and other allowances paid to
Members of the Oireachtas.

Citizenship Applications

362. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a person
(details supplied) in County Meath will receive a response to their application for naturalis-
ation; the timeframe for an application of this nature; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [17290/11]
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Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): A valid application for a certificate
of naturalisation from the person referred to in the Deputy’s Question was received in the
Citizenship Division of my Department in May, 2009.

The application is currently being processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant
meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will be submitted to me
for decision as expeditiously as possible.

In that context, I can inform the Deputy that, I have announced steps within my Department
to provide for speedier processing of applications to bring about a substantial reduction in the
processing timescale. The new arrangements include improved application forms that came
into force on Friday, 24 June 2011, and are currently available online with an associated online
residence checker, streamlined and accelerated procedures for certain types of application and
plans to recruit interns under the new Internship Programme. Further details can be obtained
from the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration website www.inis.gov.ie.

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union
level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of
the process.

I shouldremind the Deputy that queries in relation to the status of individual Immigration
cases may be made direct to INIS by Email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been
specifically established for this purpose. The service enables up-to-date information on such
cases to be obtained without the need to seek this information through the more administra-
tively expensive Parliamentary Questions process.

363. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a person
(details supplied) in County Meath will receive a response to their application for naturalis-
ation; the timeframe for an application of this nature; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [17291/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): A valid application for a certificate
of naturalisation from the person referred to in the Deputy’s Question was received in the
Citizenship Division of my Department in October, 2009.

The application is currently being processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant
meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will be submitted to me
for decision as expeditiously as possible.

In that context, I can inform the Deputy that, I have announced steps within my Department
to provide for speedier processing of applications to bring about a substantial reduction in the
processing timescale. The new arrangements include improved application forms that came
into force on Friday, 24 June 2011, and are currently available online with an associated online
residence checker, streamlined and accelerated procedures for certain types of application and
plans to recruit interns under the new Internship Programme. Further details can be obtained
from the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration website www.inis.gov.ie.

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union
level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of
the process.

I shouldremind the Deputy that queries in relation to the status of individual Immigration
cases may be made direct to INIS by Email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been
specifically established for this purpose. The service enables up-to-date information on such
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cases to be obtained without the need to seek this information through the more administra-
tively expensive Parliamentary Questions process.

364. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a person
(details supplied) in County Meath will receive a response to their application for naturalis-
ation; the timeframe for an application of this nature; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [17292/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): A valid application for a certificate
of naturalisation from the person referred to in the Deputy’s Question was received in the
Citizenship Division of my Department in November 2010.

The application is currently being processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant
meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will be submitted to me
for decision as expeditiously as possible.

In that context, I can inform the Deputy that, I have announced steps within my Department
to provide for speedier processing of applications to bring about a substantial reduction in the
processing timescale. The new arrangements include improved application forms that came
into force on Friday, 24 June 2011, and are currently available online with an associated online
residence checker, streamlined and accelerated procedures for certain types of application and
plans to recruit interns under the new Internship Programme. Further details can be obtained
from the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration website www.inis.gov.ie.

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union
level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of
the process.

I shouldremind the Deputy that queries in relation to the status of individual Immigration
cases may be made direct to INIS by Email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been
specifically established for this purpose. The service enables up-to-date information on such
cases to be obtained without the need to seek this information through the more administra-
tively expensive Parliamentary Questions process.

Garda Investigations

365. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to
Parliamentary Question No. 477 of 3 May 2011, when the information requested will issue.
[17297/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I refer to my earlier reply to
Parliamentary Question No. 477 of 3 May 2011 and I regret the delay in replying.

I have since been advised by the Garda Authorities that where a decision is taken by the
Director of Public Prosecutions not to prosecute a particular case, the investigation file remains
open and all of the evidence gathered during the course of the investigation is retained. The
statute of limitations does not apply to criminal cases and there is no specified time period for
the retention or destruction of crime investigation files.

Having said that, however, the Garda Síochána is a scheduled body within the meaning of
section 1 of the National Archives Act 1986 and is, therefore, legally obliged to retain and
preserve ‘Departmental Records’ made in the course of its business, including crime investi-
gation files, in accordance with the provisions of that Act. As against that, the Garda Síochána,
as a Data Controller pursuant to the Data Protection Acts 1988 and 2003, has a responsibility
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to ensure that personal data is retained for no longer than is necessary for the purpose or
purposes for which it was obtained. To meet these, in some respects counter-balancing obli-
gations, the Garda Síochána is required to be clear about the reason why information is being
retained and the length of time the data is to be kept. This requires the Garda Síochána to
ensure that files are regularly reviewed so that personal data is not retained any longer than
is necessary.

Proposed Legislation

366. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to
Parliamentary Question No 274 of 7 June 2011, if, in view of the Department of Finance
briefing papers to the Minister for Finance which state that his Department will be expected
to prepare legislation on legal costs and the legal profession and have it enacted by the agreed
deadline, he is satisfied that publication, rather than enactment, of the proposed Legal Services
Bill will meet the hiss commitment in the EU/IMF Memorandum of Understanding to intro-
duce legislative changes by the agreed deadline of the end of Quarter 3 of 2011. [17306/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The position is as I have stated in
my detailed response to the Deputy on 7 June 2011. The time-line for publication of the pro-
posals is Quarter 3 of 2011.

Garda Vetting of Personnel

367. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regard-
ing an application for Garda clearance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17309/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Garda auth-
orities that a vetting application was received by the Garda Central Vetting Unit in respect of
the person to whom the Deputy refers. The application has been processed and a response was
returned to the registered organisation involved.

Question No. 368 withdrawn.

Garda Operations

369. Deputy Heather Humphreys asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on
the Schengen Agreement with regard to cross border cooperation between the Police Service
of Northern Ireland and An Garda Síochána; his further views that there is room to go further
with respect to a hot pursuit policy; what he envisages for the future with regard to the
Schengen Agreement and further cooperation between the PSNI and the Gardaí; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [17413/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will be aware, there
is excellent police-to-police co-operation between the Garda Síochána and the Police Service
of Northern Ireland, particularly in the ongoing fight against paramilitary groups and organised
crime. The relationship between the two police forces has never been closer and is being
brought forward in the context of the recently launched Cross Border Policing Strategy. This
co-operation includes, on occasion, members of the Garda Síochána accompanying PSNI
officers in Northern Ireland and PSNI officers accompanying members of An Garda Síochána
in this jurisdiction. However, neither An Garda Síochána nor the PSNI exercise police powers
in such cases while in the other’s jurisdiction. In their applications to participate in the Schengen
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Agreement, neither Ireland nor the United Kingdom will be opting in at this time to Article
41, which provides for hot pursuit across international borders. In order to be effective, it will
be necessary for both member states to opt in at the same time. However, I repeat that An
Garda Síochána and the PSNI already maintain very close co-operation and contact in real-
time operational scenarios.

Garda Remuneration

370. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount he has spent
on Garda payslips in 2010 and to date in 2011; his plans to change the system of payment
whereby payslips are distributed electronically as in other Departments; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [17414/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Under the terms of the Public
Service Agreement 2010-2014 (Croke Park Agreement), An Garda Síochána is committed to
the replacement of paper payslips by providing members with electronic access to this infor-
mation by December 2011. My Department is currently examining the technicalities involved.
It is necessary to determine the most effective and efficient implementation approach, taking
into account that the working environment of members of An Garda Síochána differs consider-
ably from most other public servants who have ready access to computers and printers at their
desks. The total cost of providing paper payslips amounted to €410,487 in 2010 and €203,131
for the year to date.

Employment Rights

371. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the rights in place
for women in the workplace who wish to breastfeed their children by expressing; if the current
legislation in a private sector job to be provided with a private room up until the baby is six
months will be extended to two years as recommended by the World Health Organisation.
[17418/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I draw the Deputy’s attention to
Section 9 of the Maternity Protection (Amendment) Act 2004 and to the Maternity Protection
(Protection of Mothers who are Breast-feeding) Regulations 2004. Under these provisions, all
women in employment who have given birth within the previous six months and who are
breast-feeding are entitled to take time off work each day in order to breastfeed. I should
explain that employers are not obliged to provide facilities in the workplace to facilitate breast-
feeding if the provision of such facilities would give rise to considerable costs. At the choice of
her employer, the employee may therefore opt to breast-feed in the workplace or express breast
milk, where facilities are provided in the workplace by the employer; or have her working hours
reduced (without loss of pay) to facilitate breast-feeding where facilities are not made available.
While there are no plans at present to extend the statutory entitlement beyond six months, my
Department will keep the matter under review as part of an overall review of maternity protec-
tion and family leaves in the light of developing European Union law in this area.

Asylum Support Services

372. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reasons for a
reduction of €2.5 million in the cost of the direct provision system in the first two months of
2011 referred to at page 11 of the First Progress Report of the Public Service Agreement
2010-2014; if this is a one off or recurrent saving; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [17429/11]
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Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): It is the function of the Reception
and Integration Agency (RIA) to carry out Government policy in accommodating asylum seek-
ers under the Direct Provision system. As of today, RIA has 46 centres across 19 counties,
accommodating 5,800 residents. The system is constantly evolving, taking account of the ebb
and flow of residents and the financial resources available to RIA. At the end of February
2011, the numbers needing to be accommodated by RIA (i.e. occupancy) had declined by
almost 7% over the previous 12 months and this trend is continuing downwards. Taking the
period specified in the question, the reduction in the cost of the direct provision system
achieved in the first two months of 2011, as compared to the same period in 2010, arises from
two principal factors: first, a reduction in bed spaces and second, direct cost cutting measures
involving, in some cases, a reduction in the per diem rates arising from new contract nego-
tiations and savings on utility costs in the State owned centres. To illustrate the former factor,
the number of bed spaces being provided in the direct provision system (i.e. capacity) at the
end of February 2010 was 7,689 and this was reduced to 7,015 a year later — a difference of
674, or almost 9%. If one assumes there is a continuing reduction in the number needing to be
accommodated and the efforts to drive down costs proceed apace, there is every reason for
one to conclude the cost of the system will continue to decline and the savings achieved so far
this year will not be one-off. This will be part of a continuing decline in cost of the direct
provision system in recent years, as illustrated by the following table:

Year Cost (Outturn)

2008 €91 million

2009 €86 million

2010 €79 million

2011 €67.5 million (estimate)

Residency Permits

373. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current or
expected position with regards to residency status of a person (details supplied) in County
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17430/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I refer the Deputy to the reply to
Question No. 373 of 17 May 2011. The permission of the person concerned was renewed by
her local immigration Office on 15 February 2011 and is currently valid up to 5 October 2013.
I remind the Deputy that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may
be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas mail facility which has been specifically
established for the purpose. The service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be
obtained without the need to seek this information through the more administratively expens-
ive Parliamentary Questions process.

374. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure
to be followed for the renewal of residency in the case of a person (details supplied) in County
Kildare in view of the fact that they have been in continuous employment in this jurisdiction
since 2001; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17432/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I have been informed by the Irish
Naturalisation and Immigration Service that the applicant has renewed his residency and has
permission to remain in the State until 26 July 2015. I remind the Deputy that queries in
relation to the status of individual Immigration cases may be made direct to INIS by e-mail
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using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for this purpose. The
service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek
this information through the more administratively expensive Parliamentary Questions
process.

375. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position
regarding the residency status of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [17436/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The person concerned has had his
temporary permission to remain in the State renewed for a further one-year period, until 11
April 2012. This decision was conveyed to the person concerned by letter dated 31 March 2011.
I remind the Deputy that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may
be made directly to INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically
established for this purpose. The service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be
obtained without the need to seek this information through the more administratively expens-
ive Parliamentary Questions process.

Road Traffic Offences

376. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if any pros-
ecutions have been taken against drivers who tested negative for alcohol following a collision
but positive for drugs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17440/11]

377. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if any cases
have been taken for dangerous driving causing death when drugs have been a factor; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [17441/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions Nos.
376 and 377 together.

Following the submission in 2004 of a report and recommendations by an expert group on
crime statistics, it was decided that the compilation and publication of crime statistics should
be taken over by the Central Statistics Office, as the national statistical agency, from An Garda
Síochána. The Garda Síochána Act 2005 consequently makes provision for this and the CSO
has established a dedicated unit for this purpose. Following the setting up of the necessary
technical systems and auditing of the data from which the statistics are compiled, the CSO is
now compiling, publishing and responding to queries regarding recorded crime statistics. I have
requested the CSO to provide statistics directly to the Deputy.

Proposed Legislation

378. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the
Coroner’s Bill 2007 will be brought before Dail Éireann for final stages; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [17442/11]

381. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he is con-
sidering ending the practice of Jurors in the Coroner’s Court being appointed by the Gardaí in
view of the fact that under this practice the same jurors must attend all inquests currently being
held; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17445/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions Nos.
378 and 381 together.
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The Coroners Bill 2007 is before the Seanad having been restored to the Order Paper on
my initiative. The Bill is in the course of being reviewed in my Department with a view, among
other matters, to making it as cost-effective as possible. The jury system is also being examined.

In the meantime, I am providing for some early reform of the coroner system in the Civil
Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2011 that was presented to the Seanad last week. Part 9
of that Bill provides for amalgamation of districts in Dublin and for certain other matters in
relation to the filling of a vacancy of the office of coroner or deputy coroner.

Garda Complaints Procedures

379. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will
consider extending the time limit allowed of six months in order for a complaint to be taken
to the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [17443/11]

380. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number
of cases, and the percentage of cases that, have been found to be inadmissible by the Garda
Síochána Ombudsman Commission due to their being made outside of the six month time limit
for making a complaint to the GSOC; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17444/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I propose to take Questions Nos.
379 and 380 together.

Section 84(1) of the Garda Síochána Act 2005 provides for a period of six months, beginning
on the date of the conduct giving rise to the complaint, for a person to make a complaint to
the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission. Section 84(2) of that Act provides for an exten-
sion to the six month deadline if the Ombudsman Commission considers that there are good
reasons for doing so.

In my opinion the six month deadline, together with the discretion afforded to the Ombuds-
man Commission to extend the time in particular cases where it is of the view that there is
good reason to do so, strikes the right balance and provides a system that is fair and equitable
to both members of the public who wish to make a complaint, and members of the Garda
Síochána who will have to defend themselves in the face of such complaint and I do not propose
to bring amending legislation to alter this statutory position.

The number and percentage of cases that have been found to be inadmissible by the Ombuds-
man Commission, by reason of time delay, are set out in the table below. It should be noted
that an individual complaint may contain several allegations. In 2007, the Ombudsman Com-
mission’s first year of operations, the benefit of recording both the number of complaints
and the number of allegations separately became clear and its recording mechanisms were
subsequently refined. A full and detailed breakdown of both complaints and allegations
deemed inadmissible by reason of being out of time is, therefore, not available for the years
2007 and 2008.

Year C: Complaints % and Number of complaints / allegations received
A: Allegations and deemed inadmissible as “out of time”

2007 C- 2084 C- 6% 125

2008 A- 4227 A- 8% 338

2009 C- 2097A- 3509 C- 9% 188A- 8% 280

2010 C- 2258A- 4931 C- 7% 158A- 5% 248
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Question No. 381 answered with Question No. 378.

Inquiries into Garda Activities

382. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has
examined the practice of ex-Gardaí allegedly acting as agents for motor insurance companies
in view of the fact the allegations that some reports have found their way to agents, within 24
hours of an investigation opening into serious and fatal collisions and before all witness state-
ments have been gathered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17446/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Allegations of this nature were
previously the subject of an investigation which resulted in an Investigation File being submit-
ted to the Law Officers in 2009. The findings of the Law Officers at that time was that no
evidence was found of any impropriety, interference or improper advances by either serving
or former members of An Garda Síochána.

The general position is that when a Garda member leaves An Garda Sı́ochána their access to
Garda Information systems is disabled and there is no mechanism whereby they can access these
information systems. Serving and former members of the Force are subject to the prohibition on
the disclosure of information contained in the Garda Sı́ochána Act 2005. Section 62 of that Act
was enacted for the purpose of specifically prohibiting a person who is or was a member of the
Garda Sı́ochána, or of its civilian staff, from disclosing information obtained in the course of his or
her duties. The section provides stiff penalties, fines up to €75,000 and/or up to 7 years imprison-
ment for conviction on indictment, for persons who contravene its provisions and receive any gift,
consideration or advantage as an inducement to disclose any information.

The Garda Síochána takes its responsibilities in relation to information in its possession very
seriously and any allegation of misuse will be investigated. If the Deputy has more recent and
specific information alleging unauthorised disclosure of Garda data it should be provided to
the Garda authorities so that it can be investigated in the proper way.

Juvenile Offenders

383. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of
incidents of juvenile crime recorded in each Garda division in Mayo since 2006 to date in 2011;
the number of cases dealt with by the juvenile diversion programme in the same period; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [17479/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Annual Reports of the Com-
mittee appointed to monitor the effectiveness of the Diversion Programme under Part 4 of the
Children Act 2001, as amended, include details of the number of incidents of youth crime and
the number of individual children referred to the Programme each year. This information is
broken down by Garda Region and Division. The reports for period 2004 -2009 are available
on the website of the Irish Youth Justice Service (www.iyjs.ie). I understand that the report for
2010 is nearing completion and I will publish it as soon as possible after I receive it.

Deportation Orders

384. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will review
the case of a person (details supplied) in County Sligo. [17486/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am informed by the Irish Natural-
isation and Immigration Service (INIS) that the persons referred to by the Deputy are the
subjects of Deportation Orders, signed on 27 July 2010, following a comprehensive and thor-
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ough examination of their asylum claims and applications for subsidiary protection, and a
detailed examination of the representations they submitted for consideration under Section 3
of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended).

However, if new information or circumstances have come to light, which has a direct bearing
on their case and which has arisen since the original decision to make the Deportation Orders
was made, there remains the option of applying to me for revocation of the Deportation Orders
pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 (11) of the Immigration Act, 1999, as amended.
However I wish to make clear that such an application would require substantial grounds to
be successful.

The effect of the Deportation Orders is that the persons concerned must leave the State and
remain thereafter out of the State.

The enforcement of the Deportation Orders is an operational matter for the Garda National
Immigration Bureau.

I shouldremind the Deputy that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration
cases may be made directly to INIS by Email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been
specifically established for this purpose. The service enables up-to-date information on such
cases to be obtained without the need to seek this information through the more administra-
tively expensive Parliamentary Questions process.

Judicial Staff

385. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the annual leave that
the various grades of judges receive per year; the allowance that judges are paid per year; the
travel and subsistence rates that judges are paid per year and the staff that each of the grades
of judges have working for them in tabular form. [17550/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The annual leave allocation for
District Court judges, which is taken in consultation with the President of the District Court,
is as follows:

• Permanently assigned judges are allocated 12 days annual leave plus the month of
August.

• Unassigned judges are allocated 36 days annual leave.

District Court judges are also available, as required, for sitting out of hours.

The allocation of leave to judges of the Circuit and Superior Courts is subject to consultation
with the President of the appropriate court. Judges of these courts sit during term and are also
available, as required, for sitting out of hours and during vacation periods. Judges of the High
and Supreme Court also use vacation time for writing judgments.

Under the provisions of section 164 of the Finance Act 1994, an annual expense allowance
is payable to members of the judiciary as follows:

Table 1 - Current Annual Allowance

Grade Annual Allowance Rate

Chief Justice President of the High Court Judge of the Supreme Court €9,057.96 (€754.83 monthly)
Judge of the High Court President of the Circuit Court President of the
District Court

Judge of the Circuit Court €2,730.02 (€227.50 monthly)

Judge of the District Court €1,365.01 (€113.75 monthly)
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Travel and subsistence expenses are payable to judges for travel and subsistence necessarily
incurred for attendance in court away from their home location. Judges’ travel and subsistence
is determined by the number of court sittings and the mileage required to attend at court
venues within their district or circuit or in the case of unassigned judges to venues within the
Circuit or District to which they have been temporarily assigned. The different rates and rules
applying are very extensive and I will arrange to convey the details to the Deputy directly.
However, the following rates are generally applicable:

Table 2 - Mileage rates for Circuit and District Court

Travel per year Engine up to 1200cc 1201cc to 1500cc 1501cc to 1887cc 1888cc and over

Up to 6,437 kms 39.12 cent 46.25 cent 59.07 cent 70.89 cent

over 6,438 kms 21.22 cent 23.62 cent 28.46 cent 34.15 cent

Table 3 - Subsistence Rates for Circuit and District Court

Allowance type Amount
€

Night allowance- normal- reduced 121.43-113.12

Day allowance- 10 hours or more- 5 hours or more 37.04-14.12

Sitting room allowance (vouched) Circuit Court only 36.69

Garage allowance 4.37

Table 4 - Court Attire expenses

Item Max recoupable cost Minimum replacement period
€

Wig 2,195 lifetime

Frock coat 745 2 years

Frock coat without tails 575 2 years

Gown 389.50 3 years

Waistcoat 165 2 years

Bands/Tabs 12 6 months

Table 5 - Judicial Support Staff for Judges by jurisdiction

Jurisdiction Dedicated Shared High Temporary Contract Shared
staff per Judge Court researchers researchers Library staff

secretarial available for allocated by the available to all
staff all Judges President of the judges

High Court

Chief Justice 3

Supreme Court Judges 2

President of the High Court 2

High Court Judges 1

President of Circuit Court 2

Circuit Court Judges 1

President of District Court 1
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Jurisdiction Dedicated Shared High Temporary Contract Shared
staff per Judge Court researchers researchers Library staff

secretarial available for allocated by the available to all
staff all Judges President of the judges

High Court

District Court Judges 0

Group resources 7 6 10 4

386. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of judges
who have been appointed to regions of more that 20 kilometres from their home; the cost of
their travel and subsistence; their allowance and expenses in tabular form; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [17551/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): As the Deputy will appreciate court
districts and circuits have more than one court venue and judges are required to travel between
venues. There are 17 District judges and 13 Circuit Court judges assigned to districts or circuits the
border of which is more than 20 km from their home. Details of payments made are set out as follows.

Table 1 District Court 2010

Judge Home Travel & Subsistence Judicial Attire & Expenses

1 €3,100 —

2 €4,340.41 €1,326

3 €19,439.66 —

4 €7,181.92 —

5 €34,270.84 —

6 €3,309.83 —

7 €32,294.82 —

8 €18,678.69 —

9 €20,256.16 —

10 €19,063.08 €450

11 €11,689.49 €700

12 €9,613.69 —

13 0 —

14 €37,046.85 —

15 €25,869.98 €1,114.50

16 —

17 €4,203.43 €532.90

Total €250,359 €4,123.40

Table 2 Circuit Court 2010

Judge Travel and Subsistence Judicial Attire & Expenses

1 €2,610.12 —

2 €28,949.77 —

3 €20,997.32 —

4 €28,342.33 —
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Judge Travel and Subsistence Judicial Attire & Expenses

5 €24,803.35 €1,279.00

6 €29,367.50 €606.20

7 €17,718.10 €982.00

8 €24,805.71 €982.00

9 €10,792.59 €1,279.00

10 €30,872.62 —

11 €7,932.64 —

12 €22,821.24 €889.00

13 €9,912.56 —

Total €259,925.85 €6,017.20

It should be noted that judges also receive an annual expense allowance to cover the pro-
vision of a study and suitable library facilities when required to work at home, e.g. dealing with
urgent applications in the case of the District Court or in the Higher Courts for the research
and formulation of judgments. Unlike the allowances above, the annual expense allowance is
paid from central funds directly through judges’ remuneration. The current rates payable are:

President of the Circuit Court — €9,057.96

President of the District Court — €9,057.96

Circuit Court Judge — €2,730.02

District Court Judge — €1,365.01

Garda Stations

387. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to establish
a Garda sub station in Palmerstown Dublin 20; his plans to provide the Palmerstown com-
munity with an enhanced policing service in view of the increase in crime in the local area and
the significant increase in reported break ins and anti social behaviour in local fields and open
spaces and the fact that Palmerstown is serviced by two Garda stations, Lucan and Ballyfermot,
depending on manpower and events that may be taking place in Dublin which can often with-
draw members on duty to cover such events; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[17559/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The location of Garda stations is
primarily a matter for the Garda Commissioner.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the Palmerstown area is policed on a 24 hour
basis by both Ballyfermot and Ronanstown Garda Stations in the DMR West Garda Division.

I also understand from the Garda authorities that there are no plans to open a new Garda
station in Palmerstown and that the current arrangements for policing the area make the most
efficient use of Garda resources. In that context the overall requirements of the area will
continue to be kept under on-going review.

Residency Permits

388. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when an appli-
cation for a leave to stay will be processed in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Cork. [17578/11]
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Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Arising from the refusal of his
asylum application, and in accordance with the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act
1999 (as amended), the person concerned was notified, by letter dated 7 September, 2007, that
the Minister proposed to make a Deportation Order in respect of him. He was given the
options, to be exercised within 15 working days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting
to the making of a Deportation Order or of making representations to the Minister setting out
the reasons why a Deportation Order should not be made against him. In addition, he was
notified of his entitlement to apply for Subsidiary Protection in accordance with the European
Communities (Eligibility for Protection) Regulations 2006.

The person concerned submitted an application for Subsidiary Protection. When consider-
ation of this application has been completed, the person concerned will be notified in writing
of the outcome.

In the event that the application for Subsidiary Protection is refused, the position in the State
of the person concerned will then be decided by reference to the provisions of Section 3 (6) of
the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended)
on the prohibition of refoulement. All representations submitted will be considered before the
file is passed to me for decision. Once a decision has been made, this decision and the con-
sequences of the decision will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.

I should remind the Deputy that queries in relation to the status of individual immigration
cases may be made directly to INIS by Email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been
specifically established for this purpose. The service enables up-to-date information on such
cases to be obtained without the need to seek this information through the more administra-
tively expensive Parliamentary Questions process.

Asylum Applications

389. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of the 109
asylum seekers asked by the Reception and Integration Agency to transfer from the Mosney
direct provision centre in July 2010 have had a final decision made by him on their claims for
asylum, subsidiary protection or leave to remain; the number of these asylum seekers granted
their claims for protection; the number refused; the nationalities of the 109 asylum seekers; the
number of the asylum seekers that have been deported; the number still living in direct pro-
vision and the number that have left direct provision but are still here; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [17587/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The information sought in the
question is not readily available and would have to be specifically compiled. To do so would
involve the reallocation of resources at the expense of other more important tasks which would
not be warranted.

For the sake of completeness I should add for the information of the Deputy that asylum
seekers are regularly transferred to different direct provision centres throughout the country
for normal operational reasons, including for reasons relating to the control of direct provision
costs. Such transfers have no bearing whatsoever on the outcomes of applications for
protection.

Legal Aid Service

390. Deputy Robert Dowds asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when free legal aid
will be provided for a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary [17663/11]
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Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can inform the Deputy that the
Legal Aid Board does not provide information to third parties regarding any individual who
may or may not be a client of the Board. The solicitor/client relationship is protected by privi-
lege in accordance with the terms of Section 32 of the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995.

Consultancy Contracts

391. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the value per
Government agency of contracts issued outsourcing IT services for 2010 and 2011; of those
contracts issued, the number of sub-contracts and sub-sub-contracts issued as a condition of
the original contract issued and if the information will be broken down on a per contract basis
per government agency. [18179/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): The majority of my Department’s
agencies avail of my Department’s IT Shared Service which is currently managed on an out-
sourced basis by a consortium of Irish SMEs led by IBM Ireland. Expenditure with this Consor-
tium for the outsourced service was €5.7 million in 2010 and €2.1 million to June 2011. During
2010 the IT Shared Service achieved an availability rate of 99.7%. My Department will be
going to the market shortly to seek reduced costs for replacement services.

My Department also avails of web hosting services from the Local Government Computer
Services Board at a cost of €31,000 in 2010. It is anticipated that the cost for 2011 will be similar.

The Courts Service has a contract with Fujitsu (Ireland) Ltd for outsourced IT services and
spent €3.8 million in 2010 and €1.5 million to June 2011.

The Irish Prison Service spent €1.6 million in 2010 and €700,000 year to date in 2011 on ICT
support services with Harvey Nash.

It has not been possible to gather all of the information for all of the agencies not on the IT
Shared Service in the time allowed but I will write to the Deputy with the information when it
becomes available.

Civil Service Staff

392. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will list
each of the primary grades within the following public sectors (details supplied); the grades
within primary grades for example engineer grade 1, grade 2 grade 3; the corresponding pay
for each primary grade and also each grade within a grade as explained. [18199/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): I can inform the Deputy that in so
far as the question relates to primary grades within my Department, the grades and pay scales
being provided are in respect of grades within An Garda Síochána and the Irish Prison Service.

Details of primary grades of civil servants in my Department and their relevant pay scales
are available on the website of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform at
http://per.gov.ie/. Details of other grades, not specified in circulars, can be obtained from Con-
ciliation and Arbitration Section, Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

The relevant details are set out in the following tables:

An Garda Síochána

Rank RSI Class Min. Max.

Garda on attestation B €24,890

After 22 weeks B €27,369
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Rank RSI Class Min. Max.

After Year 1 B €28,867

After Year 17 B €44,302

Sergeant B €44,725 €51,385

Inspector B €51,660 €57,243

Superintendent B €70,514 €82,183

Chief Superintendent B €84,455 €101,085

Assistant Commissioner B €139,444

Deputy Commissioner B €157,961

Commissioner B €185,000

Garda Recruits (Weekly rate) A €192.27

Garda on attestation A €25,745

After 22 weeks A €28,302

After Year 1 A €29,834

After Year 17 A €45,793

Sergeant A €46,229 €53,119

Inspector A €53,404 €59,178

Superintendent A €72,841 €84,909

Chief Superintendent A €87,259 €104,457

Assistant Commissioner A €144,213

Deputy Commissioner A €163,365

Commissioner A €191,329

Irish Prison Service

Grade RSI Class Min € Max €

Recruit Prison Officer w/e 01/10/2011 A 22,124 23,958

Recruit Prison Officer A 24,582 26,620

Prison Officer A 31,329 43,580

Assistant Chief Officer A 41,733 49,473

Clerk 2 A 46,735 54,284

Clerk 1 A 53,160 60,671

Chief Officer 2 A 46,735 54,284

Chief Officer 1 A 53,160 60,671

Assistant Governor A 57,132 65,212

Deputy Governor A 62,434 71,297

Governor 3 A 72,318 88,250

Governor 2 A 75,913 95,805

Governor 1 A 83,600 104,419

Recruit Prison Officer B 23,353 25,289

Prison Officer B 29,800 41,439

Assistant Chief Officer B 39,683 47,035

Clerk 2 B 39,683 47,035

Clerk 1 B 44,436 51,608

Chief Officer 2 B 44,436 51,608

Chief Officer 1 B 50,539 57,677

Assistant Governor B 54,312 61,991
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Grade RSI Class Min € Max €

Deputy Governor B 59,348 67,860

Governor 3 B 68,825 83,963

Governor 2 B 72,244 91,140

Governor 1 B 79,547 99,323

Ministerial Travel

393. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Defence the rate of travel expense that is
mileage paid for use of his private cars; the rate of subsistence payments and any other allow-
ances available to him and his Ministers of State in the course if their appointment; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [17237/11]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): In accordance with Government Decision of
15 March 2011, I retain a State car and Garda drivers. The Government Chief Whip and
Minister of State at the Departments of the Taoiseach and Defence is entitled to claim motor
mileage allowance in respect of the use of his private car on official business.

All expenses & allowances payable to myself and the Minister of State are in accordance with
the Department of Finance guidelines and circulars and are available at www.finance.gov.ie.

Athbhreithniú Fórsaí Cosanta

394. D’fhiafraigh Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Cosanta an bhfuil aon ordú tugtha aige i leith
An Chéad Chathláin Coisithe nó an bhfuil scaoileadh déanta aige ar an ordú a thug an tIar-
Aire ina leith agus an féidir leis deimhniú a thabhairt go gcoinneofar An Chéad Chathlán
Coisithe agus go mbeidh sé lonnaithe go hiomlán i nDún Uí Mhaoilíosa, An Rinn Mhór,
Contae na Gaillimhe agus nach ndéanfar aon laghdú ar líon na gcomhaltaí ann. [17248/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): Faoi láthair tá oifigigh i mo
Roinnse, i gcomhchomhairle le comhghleacaithe míleata, ag déanamh scrúdú ar chaiteachas
cosanta mar chuid den athbhreithniú cuimsitheach ar chaiteachas, a d’fhógair an Rialtas le
déanaí. Tá treoir tugtha do Ranna na roghanna ar fad atá ann maidir le caiteachas a laghdú a
leagan amach lena gcinneadh ag an Rialtas. Níl aon rogha curtha as an áireamh ag an tráth seo.

Defence Forces Review

395. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Defence if he has made any order in
relation to the retention of the Equitation School in the Defence Forces; or if he has rescinded the
order in this regard of the previous Minister; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[17293/11]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Special Group on Public Service Numbers and
Expenditure Programmes which was established to examine all current Exchequer spending across
all Departments and agencies and to identify where expenditure and staff savings might be made
identified a saving by discontinuing the Army Equitation School. Despite this, on 3 March last, the
then Minister for Defence, Éamon Ó Cuı́v TD, gave a direction to the Department of Defence
that the re-organisation of the Defence Forces should progress on the basis that, inter alia, the
Equitation School of the Defence Forces will be retained in the review of the Defence Vote
programmes and expenditure arising from the National Recovery Plan 2011-2014. WhilstI currently
have no plans to discontinue the operation of the Army Equitation School, I will be keeping the
matter under review, the previous Minister’s direction notwithstanding.

933



Questions— 28 June 2011. Written Answers

Departmental Expenditure

396. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Defence the amount he has spent on Defence
Forces payslips in 2010 and to date in 2011; his plans to change the system of payment whereby
payslips are distributed electronically as in other Departments; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [17415/11]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The following amounts have been spent on the
production of Defence Forces payslips, including cheques, in 2010 and in 2011 to date:

• 2010 €52,366

• 2011 (to date) €24,393.

The Department is currently investigating technical options for the provision of payroll information
to Defence Forces personnel by electronic means that are cost effective and overcome the fact that
many Defence Force personnel do not have access to electronic information in the normal course
of their duties.

Ministerial Responsibilities

397. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Defence the specific roles and responsibil-
ities of the Minister of State in his Department. [17420/11]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Minister of State at my Department, Mr. Paul
Kehoe, T.D., also performs the role of Government Chief Whip and Minister of State at the
Department of the Taoiseach. I have not delegated a specific function to the Minister of State.

Army Barracks

398. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Defence if he will confirm the number of
army personnel located at Kilkenny military barracks in each of the past five years; his plans to
increase this number as part of the reorganisation of the force in the region; the amount of money
spent on improving accommodation, upgrading facilities or other such works at the barracks in
each of the past five years and his intentions in relation to the future of the barracks. [17643/11]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the military authorities that the
number of army personnel located at Kilkenny military barracks in each of the last five years is
as follows:

2010 271

2009 288

2008 309

2007 319

2006 303

A review of the organisational requirements of the Permanent Defence Force is ongoing. No
decisions will be made on numbers of personnel in specific locations until this is complete.

The Department has committed the following amounts for each of the last 5 years on maintaining
and improving the barracks at Kilkenny:

2010 €309,002.55

2009 €269,253.97

2008 €533,476.98
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2007 €386,627.57

2006 €437,4000.14

Total €1,935,761.57

Whilst no decision has been made in relation to the future of any particular military installation I
cannot give a commitment that there will not be further programmes of barrack consolidation or
that any particular location will be excluded.

Industrial Relations

399. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Defence if he has received submissions
from the various representative groups in the Defence Forces in relation to matters deemed likely
to positively impact on the Defence Forces; the extent to which he proposes to respond; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [17644/11]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): A Scheme of Conciliation and Arbitration (C &
A) for members of the Permanent Defence Force was established in 1993 and provides a formal
mechanism for both the Representative Association of Commissioned Officers and the Permanent
Defence Force Other Ranks Representative Association to engage with the Official Side on matters
which come within the scope of the Scheme. The purpose of the Scheme is to provide means
acceptable to the parties for the determination of claims and proposals relating to matters such as
remuneration, other conditions of service and career development. It also allows the Representative
Side to bring forward for discussion subjects not listed under the scheme if the Minister agrees
they are appropriate for discussion by the Council. The scheme provides a range of fora for engage-
ment with the Associations, from Council and subcommittee meetings to less formal meeting and
contacts. There is extensive engagement with both Associations in relation to the Public Service
Agreement 2010-2014 (Croke Park). It is the aim of the parties to ensure administration and
implementation of the scheme in consonance with the true spirit of conciliation and arbitration as
it obtains to the public service generally. The existence of the scheme does not imply that the
Government has surrendered or can surrender its liberty of action in the exercise of its consti-
tutional authority and the discharge of its responsibilities in the public interest.

Army Barracks

400. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Defence the extent to which the various
military barracks and other establishments throughout the country are adequately maintained to
the highest standards; his plans to address any such issues; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [17645/11]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Department is engaged in ongoing capital
building and maintenance programmes designed to modernise and enhance the living, training,
operational and accommodation facilities available to members of the Defence Forces. The capital
building programme focuses mainly on infrastructural projects comprising the construction of new
buildings and the refurbishment of existing buildings. The ongoing maintenance programme
ensures that necessary repairs are carried out at all military installations.

Under the capital programme there has been considerable capital investment in various military
installations over the last number of years. Major projects completed in the last number of years
include a new Avionics Workshop at Casement Aerodrome (approximate cost €3m), the refur-
bishment of the Brigade HQ and Military Medical Facility at Collins Barracks in Cork
(approximate cost €2.8m) and the upgrade of ‘E’ Block in Aiken Barracks (approximate cost €2m).
Major projects completed in the Curragh include the new Armoured Vehicle Garaging Facility
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(approximate cost €2.2m), the re-roofing of the Military Medical Facility (approximate cost €1.0m)
and the new Heritage Centre (approximate cost €0.8m).

The Capital Budget for 2011 is €8.64 million. New projects commencing in 2011 include the
refurbishment of the McDonagh Barracks Catering Centre and the construction of a new Admini-
stration Building, both in the Curragh, the new Automated Marking System Firing Range at Lynch
Camp in Kilworth and the replacement of Hangar No. 1 at Casement Aerodrome. In addition to
the capital budget a further €5m has been made available for on-going maintenance works.

I am satisfied that there is sufficient funding available to allow a continuation of the programmes
to ensure that members of the Defence Forces have the best possible facilities available to meet
their needs.

Defence Forces Strength

401. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Defence the total strength of the Defence
Forces, Army, Navy and Air Corps, the strength of the Reserve in each case; if he has satisfied
himself that the relevant strengths are in accordance with requirements and best practice; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [17646/11]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am advised by the Military Authorities that the
strength of the Permanent Defence Force as of 31 May 2011, the latest date for which figures are
available, was 9,650 comprising 7,847 Army, 787 Air Corps and 1,016 Naval Service personnel. The
total number of commissioned officers serving as of 31 May 2011 was 1,350. The total strength of
the Reserve Defence Force as of 31 May 2011 was 5,642, comprising 5,420 Army reserve and 222
Naval reserve.

The approved Employment Control Framework for the Permanent Defence Force is based on
a figure of 10,000 all ranks, appropriately configured across the Army, Naval Service and Air Corps.
In 2011, the Defence Organisation, like all areas of the public service, is operating on a reduced
budget. The programme for Government also sets out a target for further fiscal consolidation over
the period to 2015. In the context of the Employment Control Framework and the available
resource envelope, the Military Authorities and officials of the Department are now in the process
of agreeing a restructuring of the Permanent Defence Force to ensure its capability to meet the
roles assigned to it by Government.

Overall numbers in the Permanent Defence Force, including numbers serving at various ranks
will be subject to ongoing control and monitoring on a monthly basis. This is to ensure compliance
within the overall parameters and controls set by Government for each sector. The ECF also sets
out that it will be necessary to underpin the re-organisation with the required amendments to
Regulations and Administrative Instructions.

I am advised that at this time the Defence Forces retain the capacity to undertake the tasks laid
down by Government both at home and overseas.

Naval Service Operations

402. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Defence the total length of shoreline for
which the Navy and Air Corps are responsible for in terms of surveillance; the way this compares
with similar responsibilities in other EU countries; the extent to which the costs for such surveillance
is shared throughout the European Union; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[17647/11]
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Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The current Irish Exclusive Economic Zone, (EEZ)
or Exclusive Fishery Limits, (EFL) extends to 200 miles offshore and covers an area of 132,000
nautical square miles which is equivalent to an area of 175,000 square land miles. This represents
16% of EU waters. The size of the EFL for surveillance purposes is more relevant than the length
of the shoreline. The UK for example has a much longer shoreline than the Republic of Ireland
but due to its proximity to Ireland, France and other countries, its EFL only extends to a much
shorter distance. The Naval Service and the Air Corps currently patrols the entire 200 mile limit
and periodically patrols beyond these limits to protect specific fisheries. These patrols are carried
out on a regular and frequent basis and are directed to all areas of Irish waters as necessary
including coastal areas. The Naval Service is committed to having at least three vessels on patrol
within the Irish Exclusive Economic Zone at any one time, and all vessels are multi-tasked in that
they undertake general surveillance security and other duties while conducting their primary day-
to-day tasking of providing a fishery protection service. The primary day-to-day tasking of the
Naval Service is to provide a fishery protection service in accordance with the State’s obligations
as a member of the European Union. However, as the need arises, Naval Service vessels are
deployed to other duties such as aid to the civil power, search and rescue or recovery and drug
interdiction operations.

Naval Service patrols are complemented by assistance provided by the Air Corps. The Air Corps
Maritime Squadron carries out aerial surveillance of our EEZ using the two CASA maritime
patrol aircraft.

Funding is available from the EU under the Fisheries Control Programmes to strengthen fishery
surveillance systems in Member State countries. The Naval Service and the Air Corps through my
Department and the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority, apply on an annual basis for EU funding
for projects that enhance their fisheries surveillance role.

In relation to maritime surveillance generally, an Inter-Departmental Maritime Surveillance
Working Group (MarSur WG), chaired by the Department of Department of Transport, Tourism
and Sport, was established under the auspices of the Maritime Co-ordination Group of Assistant
Secretaries. The Working Group is working towards the creation of a common information-sharing
environment to enhance safety and security within the Irish maritime domain. The National MarSur
project is mirroring attempts in the EU for countries to share their maritime data with the national
authorities of other countries within the EU. The Department of Defence and the Naval Service
are represented on this Group along with other Government Departments and Agencies respon-
sible for safety and security in the maritime environment. The Department of Transport, Tourism
and Sport which chairs the Inter-Departmental Maritime Surveillance Working Group is currently
investigating the possibility of accessing funding at EU level to assist in progressing the National
MarSur project.

Ireland along with some other EU countries participate in the Maritime Analysis and Operations
Centre — Narcotics (MAOC-N). This Centre has led to a greater focus on intelligence exchange
amongst countries to tackle large drug shipments by sea. MAOC-N was set up by seven European
countries and is designed as an international co-ordination force with access to national tasking
agencies and requires participation and resource sharing from all active members. An Garda Sı́och-
ána and the Customs Service have full-time officers based at the Centre in Lisbon. Irish Naval
Service personnel travel to the Centre when requested by the Joint Task Force.

I am satisfied that the necessary supports and resources at both national and international level
are available to the Naval Service and the Air Corps to assist them in this challenging work.

Overseas Missions

403. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Defence the extent to which he has had
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discussions with his EU and UN colleagues in the matter of further peace keeping or peace enforce-
ment engagements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17648/11]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Ireland is currently contributing 563 Defence Forces
personnel to 11 different missions throughout the world. The main overseas missions, in which
Defence Forces personnel are currently deployed, are the United Nations Interim Force in
Lebanon (UNIFIL) with 446 personnel, the EU-led Operation ALTHEA in Bosnia and
Herzegovina with 44 personnel and the NATO-led International Security presence (KFOR) in
Kosovo with 12 personnel. Other personnel are serving as monitors and observers with the United
Nations and the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). Staff are also
deployed at the organisational headquarters of the EU, OSCE and NATO. Ireland is currently
participating in the Nordic Battlegroup (NBG), which has been on stand-by since 1 January 2011
and which will stand down on Thursday next 30 June 2011. The other countries contributing to the
Nordic Battlegroup are Sweden, acting as Framework Nation, Finland, Norway and Estonia. Our
contribution is a Recce/ISTAR. Recce is an abbreviation of Reconnaissance. ISTAR is an acronym
for Intelligence, Surveillance, Target, Acquisition and Reconnaissance. Recce/ISTAR Company
together with staff posts at both the Operational and Force headquarters amounting to approxi-
mately 150 personnel.

Ireland is also committed to participation in the Austro-German led Battlegroup, which will be
on stand-by for the second six (6) months of 2012. Other contributors to the Austro-German
Battlegroup are Austria, Germany, Czech Republic, Croatia and the Former Yugoslav Republic
of Macedonia (FYROM). Ireland’s contribution to this Battlegroup will again be a Recce/ISTAR
Company.

The total of 563 Defence Forces personnel serving overseas represents a significant contribution
to international peacekeeping operations and the obligations Ireland has assumed through its mem-
bership of the UN. The recent deployment to UNIFIL has significantly increased the number of
troops serving overseas, compared to the numbers serving in recent times.

The Department constantly reviews the deployment of Defence Forces personnel overseas. It is
currently examining options for future deployments and in this regard, it has been in contact with
the European Union and United Nations in relation to their requirements for missions. However,
following the deployment to UNIFIL and given the current financially straitened circumstances, it
is not anticipated that there will be any major deployments of troops to further missions in the
foreseeable future.

Naval Service Operations

404. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Defence the extent to which the full
requirement in terms of sea-going vessels is available to the Naval Service at all times; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [17649/11]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The naval service operates eight general purpose
patrol ships. All eight ships are involved in coastal and offshore patrolling and surveillance for the
State in that part of the seas where State jurisdiction applies. The number of patrol vessels on patrol
in Irish waters at any one time varies between three and eight. The Naval Service is committed to
having at least three vessels on patrol within the Irish Exclusive Economic Zone at any one time.
All vessels are multi-tasked in the sense that they also undertake general surveillance, security and
other duties while on patrol. A contract was awarded in October 2010 following an open tender
competition to Babcock Marine in the UK for the provision of two new Offshore Patrol Vessels
(OPVs) for the Naval Service. Preparations for the construction of these new vessels have com-

938



Questions— 28 June 2011. Written Answers

menced and the first new vessel is scheduled for delivery in early 2014. The second vessel will
follow one year later. The acquisition of these modern new vessels, combined with a continuous
process of refurbishment and repair, will ensure that the Naval Service has ships available at all
times to carry out their maritime taskings.

Naval Service Vessels

405. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Defence if he has satisfied himself that
all training facilities and equipment available to and used by the Naval Service is in keeping with
best modern international practice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17650/11]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am satisfied that Naval Services training methods
and facilities are up to date in all respects. The Naval Service training plan is structured to provide
the capabilities needed to execute the roles assigned to the Naval Service by Government. On the
issue of equipment, a contract was awarded in October 2010 following an open tender competition
to Babcock Marine in the UK for the provision of two new Offshore Patrol Vessels (OPVs) for
the Naval Service. Preparations for the construction of these new vessels have commenced and the
first new vessel is scheduled for delivery in early 2014. The second vessel will follow one year later.
The acquisition of these modern new vessels, combined with a continuous process of refurbishment
and repair, will ensure that the operational capability of the Naval Service is maintained at a
satisfactory level and that the most up to date equipment is available to Naval Service personnel.

Air Corps Strength

406. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Defence if he has satisfied himself that
all training facilities and equipment available to and used by the Air Corps is in keeping with best
modern international practice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17651/11]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): I am satisfied that Air Corps training techniques
and the technologies involved are up to date in all respects. The Air Corps training plan is struc-
tured to provide the capabilities needed to execute the roles assigned to the Air Corps by Govern-
ment. On the issue of equipment, I am satisfied that the equipment and aircraft available to the
Air Corps are of a high standard and maintained by the Air Corps in accordance with best practice.
The main expenditure in the Air Corps in 2011 relates to the maintenance and Power by the Hours
contracts set up to keep the fleet fully operational.

Defence Forces Strength

407. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Defence if he has satisfied himself regard-
ing the availability of the necessary resources to facilitate rapid deployment of Navy and Air Corps
services in the event of major or minor emergencies locally or nationally; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [17652/11]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Whilst the Defence Forces are not a Principal
Response Agency, as defined in the Framework for Major Emergency Management, they provide
assistance in an Aid to the Civil Authority (ATCA) role under the multi-agency Framework in
response to emergencies that may arise. Both the Air Corps and Naval Service assist regularly in
major and minor emergencies that arise. In May of this year, the Air Corps responded to a request
from the Local Authorities to assist in fire-fighting efforts in Counties Donegal and Mayo where
forest and gorse fires had broken out. The Naval Service is regularly called upon to assist the Irish
Coast Guard with search and rescue emergencies and pollution threats. In relation to Naval Service
resources, following an open tender competition a contract was awarded in October 2010 to Bab-
cock Marine in the UK for the provision of two new Offshore Patrol Vessels (OPVs) for the Naval
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Service. Preparations for the construction of these new vessels have commenced and the first new
vessel is scheduled for delivery in early 2014. The second vessel will follow one year later. The
acquisition of these modern new vessels, combined with a continuous process of refurbishment and
repair, will ensure that the Naval Service will continue to be resourced at a level that will provide
for their rapid deployment to emergencies that may arise.

There has been very significant investment in resources for the Air Corps in recent years. The
comprehensive investment programme included the acquisition of Pilatus training aircraft at a total
cost of €60m, two light utility EC 135 helicopters at a cost of €12.8m, six utility AW 139 helicopters
at a cost of €75m, and a major mid life upgrade on the two CASA maritime patrol aircraft at a
cost of €16.5m. The main expenditure in the Air Corps in 2011 relates to the maintenance and
Power by the Hours contracts set up to keep the fleet fully operational. The acquisition of these
aircraft together with their maintenance programmes ensure that the Air Corps have the necessary
resources available to respond to taskings they are assigned including local and national
emergencies.

I am satisfied that the Air Corps and Naval Service have the necessary resources available to
them to assist in emergencies that may arise.

Defence Forces Personnel

408. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Defence the number of positions in
respect of promotion currently remaining to be filled throughout the Defence Forces at all levels;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17653/11]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): Resulting from the Government Decision regarding
the reduction of public service numbers and the reduced budgetary provision available for 2009,
recruitment, promotions and acting up appointments in the Permanent Defence Force were sus-
pended. However, in order to maintain the ongoing operational capability of the Defence Forces,
a limited number of exceptions to the application of the measures to the Permanent Defence Force
were obtained from the Minister for Finance, in June 2009. Official confirmation and details relating
to the Employment Control Framework (ECF) were received on 18 October 2010 from the Depart-
ment of Finance. The ECF is based on a figure of 10,000 all ranks Permanent Defence Force
personnel, appropriately configured across the Army, Naval Service and Air Corps to enable them
meet the roles assigned by Government.

The number of positions by rank in the Permanent Defence Force as of 31 May 2011 currently
waiting to be filled, as compared with the Employment Control Framework for the Permanent
Defence Force, are outlined in the following tabular statement. Officials from the Department
together with the Military Authorities are in the process of reviewing the structures and posts
required to meet the operational requirements of the Permanent Defence Force in accordance with
the upper limits in ranks provided for in the ECF and subject to the resources available within the
Defence budget.
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Strength of the Permanent Defence Force, as at 31st May, 2011 as compared with ECF figures

LTGEN MAJGEN BRIGGEN COL LTCOL COMDT CAPT/ SM/ CS/ SGTS/ PTES/ TOTAL
LT BQMS CQMS CPLS CADETS

Strength at 31 1 2 8 35 127 338 839 65 448 2,975 4,812 9,650
May 2011

ECF 1 2 9 43 152 370 774 96 540 3,250 4,763 10,000

Vacancies by — — -1 -8 -25 -32 +65 -31 -92 -275 +49 -350
rank

Posts held for 1 2 4 15 22
possible
overseas
appointments

Net Vacancies 0 0 0 -6 -21 -17 +65 -31 -92 -275 +49 -328
by rank
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Consultancy Contracts

409. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Defence the value per Government
agency of contracts issued outsourcing IT services for 2010 and 2011; of those contracts issued,
the number of sub-contracts and sub-sub-contracts issued as a condition of the original contract
issued and if the information will be broken down on a per contract basis per government
agency. [18173/11]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The following table provides the information
requested, in relation to contracts issued outsourcing IT services for 2010 and 2011, for agencies
under the aegis of the Department of Defence.

Agency Year Contract Value (incl VAT)

Ombudsman for the Defence 2010 Annual IT Support Services €22,840
Forces

Ombudsman for the Defence 2011 Annual IT Support Services €25,448
Forces

Civil Defence Board 2010 Hosting of “Volunteer Register” €5,445
system

Civil Defence Board 2010 Maintenance of “Volunteer €5,128
Register” database

Civil Defence Board 2011 Hosting of “Volunteer Register” €5,445
system

Civil Defence Board 2011 Maintenance of “Volunteer €4,811
Register” database

Civil Defence Board 2011 Amendments to “Volunteer €8,470
Register” database

No sub-contracts or sub-sub-contracts were issued as a condition of any of these contracts.

Departmental Agencies

410. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide the
following information regarding each of the State agencies (details supplied), namely, the total
number of staff and their respective job titles; the total number of board members and their
respective remuneration packages; the total annual wage bill for each agency and the total
annual amount of central funding provided to each agency. [18187/11]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Alan Shatter): The Office of the Ombudsman for the Defence
Forces is listed by the Deputy and is under the aegis of the Department of Defence. The
Department of Defence provides grant in aid on an annual basis to the Office of the Ombuds-
man for the Defence Forces. A grant in aid of €520,000 has been allocated for 2011, €300,000
of which is for salary costs. The Office of the Ombudsman has a staff level of four (4), consisting
of the Ombudsman, an Investigation Officer (Assistant Principal Officer), a Case Administrator
(Higher Executive Officer) and an Administrative Assistant (Clerical Officer). There is no
Board associated with the Office of the Ombudsman for the Defence Forces.

Defence Forces Personnel

411. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Defence if he will list each of the
primary grades within the following public sectors (details supplied); the grades within primary
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grades for example engineer grade 1, grade 2 grade 3; the corresponding pay for each primary
grade and also each grade within a grade as explained. [18194/11]

Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Alan Shatter): In relation to the Defence sector,
the details requested by the Deputy in relation to military personnel and civilian employees
attached to military installations are contained in the tabular statements below.

Rates of pay and allowances for enlisted personnel of the Permanent Defence Forces W.E.F. 01/01/2010

NON-COMMISSIONED PERSONNEL Point Revised Weekly

Rates of Pay

RANK 01/01/2010

Private (Apprentice)

On enlistment 1 €244.86

After 1 years service 2 €294.68

After 2 years service 3 €391.06

After 3 years service 4 €465.98

Private, Grade 1/Seaman, Third Class — €371.15

Private, 2 Star/Seaman, Second Class — €455.70

Private, 3 Star/Seaman, First Class

0-3 years service 1 €474.86

over 3 years service 2 €491.82

over 4 years service 3 €504.79

over 5 years service 4 €517.71

over 6 years service 5 €553.80

Corporal/Leading Seaman 1 €568.97

2 €581.49

3 €594.14

4 €606.72

Sergeant/Petty Officer 1 €624.37

2 €639.52

3 €654.56

4 €669.77

C.Q.M.S./Senior Petty Officer 1 €722.66

2 €741.51

3 €760.29

4 €779.02

Company Sergeant/Chief Petty Officer 1 €736.14

2 €754.90

3 €773.69

4 €792.46
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NON-COMMISSIONED PERSONNEL Point Revised Weekly

Rates of Pay

B.Q.M.S./Senior Chief Petty Officer 1 €800.52

2 €822.05

3 €843.44

4 €864.87

Sergeant-Major/Warrant Officer 1 €822.05

2 €843.44

3 €864.87

4 €886.37

ALLOWANCES — ENLISTED PERSONNEL Revised Rates 01/01/2010

Military Service Allowance — Weekly

Privates with fewer than 3 years’ service €41.57

Private; Cpl; Sgt; €115.43

CQMS;Comp. Sgt; Sgt. Maj; BQMS €122.87

Technician Pay — Weekly

Group 1 €8.08

Group 2 €26.90

Group 3 €40.42

Group 4 €53.93

Group 5 €80.75

Group 6 €134.69

Rates of pay and allowances for officers of the Permanent Defence Forces rate W.E.F 01/01/2010

MEMBERS OF THE CHAPLAINCY SERVICE Revised

RATES OF PAY Scale on 01/01/2010

Head Chaplain €68,190

Chaplain in Charge on entry €57,925

Chaplain in Charge after 10 years €63,176

Chaplain in Charge after 15 years €65,667

Substitute Chaplain in Charge €57,925

Church of Ireland Clergyman €17,247
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MILITARY JUDGE Revised

RATES OF PAY Scale on 01/01/2010

Military Judge (Class A) €138,394

Military Judge (Class C) €131,474

These rates are exclusive of Military Service Allowance (MSA)

MSA is paid to all members of the Defence Forces up to the rank of Colonel, rates are outlined on final page.

CADETS — NEW FIVE POINT SCALE

(Intake of new Cadets 2005 competition onwards) Revised

RATES OF PAY Scale on 01/10/2010

On appointment and during first year of service €18,443

From commencement of the second year of service €19,010

€21,758

€24,592

€28,270

Class C Class A*

OFFICERS PAY RATE 1 Point Revised Revised

Rate 1 is paid to all Officers other than Scale on 01/01/2010 Scale on 01/01/2010
those on rates 2 & 3 set out below

Rank (Army/NS)

Second-Lieutenant/Ensign 1st €30,025 €31,573

2nd €31,229 €32,838

Lieutenant/Sub Lt. 1st €34,195 €35,961

2nd €35,408 €37,226

3rd €36,721 €38,618

4th €37,935 €39,890

5th €39,141 €41,163

6th €39,834 €41,891

7th €40,841 €42,949

8th €41,840 €44,010

Captain/Lieutenant 1st €42,862 €45,077

2nd €43,908 €46,180

3rd €44,954 €47,274

4th €46,005 €48,388

5th €47,049 €49,490

6th €48,097 €50,583

Maximum scale point 7th €50,368 €52,978

1st LSI €52,339 €55,055

2nd LSI €54,412 €57,237
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Class C Class A*

OFFICERS PAY RATE 1 Point Revised Revised

Commandant/Lt. Cdr. 1st €54,466 €57,294

2nd €55,616 €58,514

3rd €56,774 €59,721

4th €57,925 €60,934

5th €59,075 €62,147

Maximum scale point 6th €63,176 €66,436

1st LSI €65,666 €68,988

2nd LSI €68,190 €71,646

Lieutenant-Colonel/Cdr. 1st €67,265 €70,672

2nd €68,980 €72,478

3rd €70,911 €74,512

Maximum scale point 4th €72,748 €76,445

1st LSI €73,803 €77,556

2nd LSI €74,862 €78,668

Colonel/Captain 1st €77,157 €81,087

2nd €81,645 €85,807

3rd €86,136 €90,539

4th €93,290 €98,075

OFFICERS PAY RATE 2 —

Paid to Officers in the following categories
Engineer Officer, Legal Officer, Army School of Music Officers, Executive Branch & Communications Officer —

Naval Service, Psychologists, Military Analyst (Captain)

PRSI Rate

Class C Class A*

OFFICERS PAY RATE 2 Point Revised Revised

RATES OF PAY Scale on 01/01/2010 Scale on 01/01/2010

Rank (Army/NS)

Lieutenant/Sub Lt. 1st €41,395 €43,533

2nd €42,703 €44,907

3rd €44,119 €46,404

4th €45,433 €47,779

5th €46,508 €48,918

6th €47,484 €49,931

7th €48,568 €51,078

8th €49,653 €52,227
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PRSI Rate

Class C Class A*

OFFICERS PAY RATE 2 Point Revised Revised

RATES OF PAY Scale on 01/01/2010 Scale on 01/01/2010

Captain/Lieutenant 1st €51,621 €54,290

2nd €52,747 €55,486

3rd €53,876 €56,673

4th €55,009 €57,865

5th €56,139 €59,058

6th €57,271 €60,240

Maximum scale point 7th €59,721 €62,827

1st LSI €61,867 €65,080

2nd LSI €64,120 €67,398

Commandant/Lt. Cdr. 1st €61,896 €65,109

2nd €62,508 €65,757

3rd €64,635 €67,928

4th €66,729 €70,114

5th €68,799 €72,293

Maximum scale point 6th €73,906 €77,667

1st LSI €76,373 €80,270

2nd LSI €78,944 €82,972

Lieutenant-Colonel/Cdr. 1st €79,191 €83,227

2nd €80,970 €85,103

3rd €82,970 €87,209

Maximum scale point 4th €84,878 €89,215

1st LSI €85,972 €90,369

2nd LSI €87,063 €91,519

Colonel/Captain 1st €89,450 €94,032

(Marine Engineer Superintendent) 2nd €94,097 €98,924

3rd €98,749 €103,818

4th €106,162 €111,617
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PRSI Rate

Class C Class C Class A* Class A*

OFFICERS PAY RATE 3 Revised Revised Revised Revised

RATES OF PAY FOR Point Scale on Scale on Scale on Scale on
MEDICAL & DENTAL 01/01/2010 01/01/2010 01/01/2010 01/01/2010
OFFICERS

MEDICAL DENTAL MEDICAL DENTAL

Rank

Lieutenant 1st €38,776 €38,776 €40,784 €40,784

2nd €39,956 €39,956 €42,015 €42,015

3rd €41,224 €41,224 €43,360 €43,360

4th €42,396 €42,396 €44,585 €44,585

5th €43,365 €43,365 €45,610 €45,610

6th €44,230 €44,230 €46,516 €46,516

7th €45,210 €45,210 €47,545 €47,545

8th €46,174 €46,174 €48,573 €48,573

Captain 1st €61,297 €55,847 €64,485 €58,747

2nd €63,639 €58,770 €66,917 €61,822

3rd €64,820 €61,750 €68,126 €64,964

4th €65,973 €62,899 €69,327 €66,151

5th €67,125 €64,030 €70,522 €67,310

Maximum scale point 6th €69,945 €64,511 €73,497 €67,804

1st LSI €71,722 €69,347 €75,374 €72,866

2nd LSI €72,987 €70,872 €76,697 €74,470

Commandant 1st €73,813 €71,673 €77,567 €75,315

2nd €75,049 €73,478 €78,880 €77,212

3rd €76,295 €75,282 €80,185 €79,114

4th €77,836 €77,087 €81,809 €81,012

Maximum scale point 5th €80,425 €78,892 €84,531 €82,911

1st LSI €84,895 €81,487 €89,247 €85,646

2nd LSI €87,352 €87,248 €91,816 €91,709

Lieutenant-Colonel 1st €88,387 €85,594 €92,906 €89,969

2nd €90,305 €86,836 €94,928 €91,274

3rd €92,459 €88,076 €97,203 €92,579

Maximum scale point 4th €94,516 €89,316 €99,367 €93,885

1st LSI €95,695 €90,555 €100,605 €95,190

2nd LSI €96,868 €91,848 €101,847 €96,550

Colonel 1st €97,997 €103,029

2nd €102,823 €108,101

3rd €107,675 €113,210

4th €115,406 €121,491
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PRSI Rate

Class C Class A*

OFFICERS PAY RATE 3 Point Revised Revised

RATES OF PAY FOR Scale on 01/01/2010 Scale on 01/01/2010
PHARMACEUTICAL CHEMISTS

Rank

Captain 1st €56,132 €59,049

2nd €57,203 €60,185

3rd €58,275 €61,305

4th €59,356 €62,446

5th €60,428 €63,577

6th €61,505 €64,702

Maximum scale point 7th €64,458 €67,759

1st LSI €65,990 €69,343

2nd LSI €68,057 €71,517

Commandant 1st €64,865 €68,173

2nd €65,964 €69,311

3rd €67,055 €70,451

4th €68,136 €71,594

5th €69,214 €72,732

Maximum scale point 6th €73,223 €76,954

1st LSI €75,562 €79,420

2nd LSI €78,036 €81,987

PRSI Rate

Class C Class A*

ALLOWANCES — OFFICERS

Revised Revised

Military Service Allowance (Para. 45A S.3) Scale on 01/01/2010 Scale on 01/01/2010

OFFICERS PAY RATE 1

Second-Lieutenant/Ensign

Lieutenant/Sub Lt.

Captain €4,495 €4,730

Commandant/Lt. Cdr. €4,767 €5,020

Lieutenant-Colonel/Cdr.

Colonel/Captain €4,681 €4,931
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PRSI Rate

Class C Class A*

ALLOWANCES — OFFICERS

Revised Revised

Military Service Allowance (Para. 45A S.3) Scale on 01/01/2010 Scale on 01/01/2010

OFFICERS PAY RATE 2

Lieutenant/Sub Lt.

Captain/Lieutenant

Commandant/Lt. Cdr. €4,852 €5,106

Lieutenant-Colonel/Cdr.

Colonel/Captain

OFFICERS PAY RATE 3

Lieutenant

Captain €4,344 €4,575

Commandant €4,640 €4,886

Lieutenant-Colonel €4,324 €4,552

Colonel/Captain €4,818 €5,072

PHARMACEUTICAL CHEMISTS

Captain

Commandant €4,852 €5,106

* Class A PRSI applicable from the 1st April 1995

Rates of pay for officers of general rank (Class A & C) with effect from 01 January 2010

GENERALS

OFFICERS OF GENERAL RANK — CLASS A Revised Scale

RATES OF PAY 01/01/2010

Brigadier-General €132,511

Major-General €145,762

Lieutenant-General ** €189,114

(Chief of Staff)
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GENERALS

OFFICERS OF GENERAL RANK — CLASS C

RATES OF PAY 01/01/2010

Brigadier-General €125,886

Major-General €138,474

Lieutenant-General ** €179,658

(Chief of Staff)

The following are the rates of pay applicable to those deemed to be new entrants to the Public
Service with effect from 1 January 2011, in accordance with instructions from the Department
of Finance dated 21st December 2010.

Enlisted personnel of the Permanent Defence Forces recruited post 01/01/2011

NON-COMMISSIONED PERSONNEL POINT WEF

01/01/2011

RANK

Private (Apprentice)

On enlistment 1 €220.37

After 1 years service 2 €265.21

After 2 years service 3 €351.95

After 3 years service 4 €419.38

Private, Grade 1/Seaman, Third Class — €334.04

Private, 2 Star/Seaman, Second Class — €410.13

Private, 3 Star/Seaman, First Class

0-3 years service 1 €427.37

over 3 years service 2 €442.64

over 4 years service 3 €454.31

over 6 years service 5 €498.42

Corporal/Leading seaman 1 €512.07

2 €523.34

3 €534.73

4 €546.05

Sergeant/Petty Officer 1 €561.93

2 €575.57

3 €589.10

4 €602.79

C.Q.M.S./Senior Petty Officer 1 €650.39

2 €667.36
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NON-COMMISSIONED PERSONNEL POINT WEF

01/01/2011

RANK

3 €684.26

4 €701.12

Company Sergeant/Chief Petty Officer 1 €662.53

2 €679.41

3 €696.32

4 €713.21

B.Q.M.S./Senior Chief Petty Officer 1 €720.47

2 €739.85

3 €759.10

4 €778.38

Sergeant-Major/Warrant Officer 1 €739.85

2 €759.10

3 €778.38

4 €797.73

ALLOWANCES — ENLISTED PERSONNEL W.E.F.

01/01/11

Military Service Allowance — Weekly

Privates with fewer than 3 years’ service €37.41

Private; Cpl; Sgt; €103.89

CQMS;Comp. Sgt; Sgt. Maj; BQMS €110.58

Technician Pay — Weekly

Group 1 €7.27

Group 2 €24.21

Group 3 €36.38

Group 4 €48.54

Group 5 €72.68

Group 6 €121.22

Officers of the Permanent Defence Forces recruited on or after 01/01/2011

Head Chaplain €61,371

Chaplain in Charge on entry €52,133

Chaplain in Charge after 10 years €51,172

Chaplain in Charge after 15 years €53,190

Substitute Chaplain in Charge €52,133
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Church of Ireland Clergyman €15,522

Officiating Clergymen

CADETS — FIVE POINT SCALE

RATES OF PAY Point 01/01/2011

On appointment and during first year of service 1st €16,599

From commencement of the second year of service 2nd €17,109
until commissioned a Cadet remains on point 2nd of
this scale

3rd €19,582

4th €22,133

5th €25,443

OFFICERS PAY RATE 1 — CLASS A PRSI

Rate 1 is paid to all officers other than those at rates Point 01/01/2011
2 & 3 set out below

RANK (Army/NS)

Second-Lieutenant / Ensign 1st €28,416

2nd €29,554

Lieutenant/Sub Lt. 1st €32,365

2nd €33,503

3rd €34,756

4th €35,901

5th €37,047

6th €37,702

7th €38,654

8th €39,609

Captain/Lieutenant 1st €40,569

2nd €41,562

3rd €42,547

4th €43,549

5th €44,541

6th €45,525

Maximum scale point 7th €47,680

1st LSI €49,550

2nd LSI €51,513

Commandant/Lt. Cdr. 1st €51,565

2nd €52,663

3rd €53,749

4th €54,841

5th €55,932

Maximum scale point 6th €59,792

1st LSI €62,089
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OFFICERS PAY RATE 1 — CLASS A PRSI

Rate 1 is paid to all officers other than those at rates Point 01/01/2011
2 & 3 set out below

RANK (Army/NS)

2nd LSI €64,481

Lieutenant-Colonel/Cdr. 1st €63,605

2nd

3rd €67,061

Maximum scale point 4th €68,801

1st LSI €69,800

2nd LSI €70,801

Colonel/Captain 1st €72,978

2nd €77,226

3rd €81,485

4th €88,268

OFFICERS PAY RATE 2 — CLASS A paid to Officers in the following categories:
Engineer Officer, Legal Officer, Army School of Music Officers, Executive Branch & Communications Officer —

Naval Service, Psychologists, Military Analyst (Captain)

OFFICERS PAY RATE 2 — CLASS A PRSI Point 01/01/2011

RATES OF PAY

RANK (Army/NS)

Lieutenant/Sub Lt. 1st €39,180

2nd €40,416

3rd €41,764

4th €43,001

5th €44,026

6th €44,938

7th €45,970

8th €47,004

Captain/Lieutenant 1st €48,861

2nd €49,937

3rd €51,006

4th €52,079

5th €53,152

6th €54,216

Maximum scale point 7th €56,544

1st LSI €58,572

2nd LSI €60,658

Commandant/Lt. Cdr. 1st €58,598

2nd €59,181
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OFFICERS PAY RATE 2 — CLASS A PRSI Point 01/01/2011

RATES OF PAY

RANK (Army/NS)

3rd €61,135

4th €63,103

5th €65,064

Maximum scale point 6th €69,900

1st LSI €72,243

2nd LSI €74,675

Lieutenant-Colonel/Cdr. 1st €74,904

2nd €76,593

3rd €78,488

Maximum scale point 4th €80,294

1st LSI €81,332

2nd LSI €82,367

Colonel/Captain 1st €84,629

(Marine Engineer Superintendent) 2nd €89,032

€93,436

€100,455

OFFICERS PAY RATE 3 — CLASS A PRSI

MEDICAL AND DENTAL OFFICERS Point 01/01/2011 01/01/2011

RATES OF PAY

MEDICAL DENTAL

RANK

Lieutenant 1st €36,706 €36,706

2nd €37,814 €37,814

3rd €39,024 €39,024

4th €40,127 €40,127

5th €41,049 €41,049

6th €41,864 €41,864

7th €42,791 €42,791

8th €43,716 €43,716

Captain 1st €58,037 €52,872

2nd €60,225 €55,640

3rd €61,313 €58,468

4th €62,394 €59,536

5th €63,470 €60,579

Maximum scale point 6th €66,147 €61,024

1st LSI €67,837 €65,579

2nd LSI €69,027 €67,023

955



Questions— 28 June 2011. Written Answers

[Deputy Alan Shatter.]

MEDICAL AND DENTAL OFFICERS Point 01/01/2011 01/01/2011

RATES OF PAY

MEDICAL DENTAL

RANK

Commandant 1st €69,810 €67,784

2nd €70,992 €69,491

3rd €72,167 €71,203

4th €73,628 €72,911

Maximum scale point 5th €76,078 €74,620

1st LSI €80,322 €77,081

2nd LSI €82,634 €82,538

Lieutenant-Colonel 1st €83,615 €80,972

2nd €85,435 €82,147

3rd €87,483 €83,321

Maximum scale point 4th €89,430 €84,497

1st LSI €90,545 €85,671

2nd LSI €91,662 €86,895

Colonel 1st €92,726

2nd €97,291

3rd €101,889

4th €109,342

OFFICERS PAY RATE 3 — CLASS A PRSI

PHARMACEUTICAL CHEMISTS Point 01/01/2011

RATES OF PAY

RANK

* Captain 1st €53,144

2nd €54,167

3rd €55,175

4th €56,201

5th €57,219

6th €58,232

Maximum scale point 7th €60,983

1st LSI €62,409

2nd LSI €64,365

Commandant 1st €61,356

2nd €62,380

3rd €63,406

4th €64,435

5th €65,459

Maximum scale point 6th €69,259
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PHARMACEUTICAL CHEMISTS Point 01/01/2011

RATES OF PAY

RANK

1st LSI €71,478

2nd LSI €73,788

ALLOWANCES — OFFICERS — CLASS A PRSIi

Military Service Allowance 01/01/2011

OFFICERS PAY RATE 1

Second-Lieutenant/Ensign

Lieutenant/Sub Lt.

Captain €4,257

Commandant/Lt. Cdr. €4,518

Lieutenant-Colonel/Cdr.

Colonel/Captain €4,438

OFFICERS PAY RATE 2

Lieutenant/Sub Lt.

Captain/Lieutenant

Commandant/Lt. Cdr. €4,595

Lieutenant-Colonel/Cdr.

Colonel/Captain

OFFICERS PAY RATE 3

Lieutenant

Captain €4,118

Commandant €4,397

Lieutenant-Colonel €4,097

Colonel/Captain €4,565

PHARMACEUTICAL CHEMISTS

Captain

Commandant €4,595

RATES OF PAY FOR CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES WITH EFFECT FROM 01 JANUARY 2010

Grade Min Point Max Point Grades Covered

Archivist €30,737.00 €59,604.00 Per annum

BFW / Trade Foreman €867.08 Per Week

Civilian Clerks €421.91 €680.61 Per Week
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Grade Min Point Max Point Grades Covered

Civilian Pharmacist €65,500.00 Per Annum

Clerk of Works €34,353.00 €43,816.00 Per Annum

Communications Officer €61,895.00 €78,944.00 Per Annum

Cost & Estimating Clerk €701.10 Per Week

Craftsmen €667.58 €706.29 Per Week

Craftsmen Chargehand — €707.86 €752.16 Per Week
Consolidated Scale

Estimating Clerk 756.20 Per Week

General Operative Band 1 €575.23 €637.93 Per Week Master, Coxswain & Chief
(Dublin) Rigger

General Operative Band 1 €593.21 €655.92 Per Week Master, Coxswain & Chief
(Rural) Rigger

General Operative Band 3 €507.93 €564.24 Per Week GO Basic, GO Light
(Dublin) Equipment Operator,

Wardsmaid, Watchman,
Kitchen & Mess Helper,
Fomaor, Turncocks
Assistants

General Operative Band 3 €524.24 €580.09 Per Week GO Basic, GO Light
(Rural) Equipment Operator,

Wardsmaid, Watchman,
Kitchen & Mess Helper,
Fomaor, Turncocks
Assistants

General Operative Band 2 €548.80 €608.23 Per Week GO Plant Operator A, GO
(Dublin) Plant Operator B, Maor,

Turncock, AB Seaman, AB
Seaman Leading Stoker, 3rd
Engineer, GO
Chargehand,Waiter/Waitress,
Chef, Rigger

General Operative Band 2 €565.64 €625.37 Per Week GO Plant Operator A, GO
(Rural) Plant Operator B, Maor,

Turncock, AB Seaman, AB
Seaman Leading Stoker, 3rd
Engineer, GO
Chargehand,Waiter/Waitress,
Chef, Rigger

Head of Quantity Surveying €78,938.00 €98,424.00 Per Annum
Section

Inspector / Instructor €877.72 Per Week

Instructor €867.08 Per Week

MIF Administration Officer €756.20 Per Week

Organist From €115.25 Per month Galway, the Curragh Camp,
to €217.00 Limerick, Haulbowline &

McKee Barracks.

Pharmaceutical Technician €33,067.00 €39,181.00 Per Annum

Professional Accountant €65,247.00 €80,814.00 Per Annum
Grade 1

Principal Social Worker €60,692.00 €74,145.00 Per Annum

Quantity Surveyor Grade 1 €65,247.00 €80,815.00 Per Annum

Senior Archivist €55,864 €69,132.00 Per Annum

Senior Clerk of Works €40,480.00 €49,761.00 Per Annum

Senior Inspector/Instructor €902.27 Per Week

Senior Medical Scientist €874.24 €1,024.33 Per Week
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Grade Min Point Max Point Grades Covered

Senior Staff Nurse (abated) €45,160.00 Per Annum

Senior Technician €40,283.00 €49,540.00 Per Annum

Social Worker €41,013.00 €54,082.00 Per Annum

Storekeeper Clerk Grade 1 €463.70 €645.50 Per Week

Storekeeper Clerk Grade 11 €402.49 €588.12 Per Week

Storekeeper Clerk in Charge €497.89 €677.91 Per Week

Stores/Office Supervisor €522.63 €722.77 Per Week

Technician €453.82 €771.70 Per Week

Technician, Principal €45,202.00 €54,537.00 Per Annum

Telecommunications €26,951.00 €52,252.00 Per Annum
Technician

Telephonist €421.91 €680.61 Per Week

Theatre Attendant €546.87 €589.28 Per Week

Departmental Agencies

412. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food his plans
to extend the Freedom of Information Act to include Horse Racing Ireland; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [17590/11]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): Since 1 November
2002 Horse Racing Ireland has been included within the scope of The Freedom of Information
Act 1997 (section 16). SI No 530 of 2002 refers.

Grant Payments

413. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food if he will
reopen, for new applications, the sheep fencing-mobile handling scheme for new appli-
cations. [17012/11]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Sheep
Fencing/Mobile Handling Equipment Scheme, being one of the Targeted Agricultural Modern-
isation Schemes (TAMS) introduced by my Department, was suspended for new applications
on 8 June 2011 pending the outcome of the comprehensive review of my Department’s expendi-
ture which is currently taking place. No decision will therefore be taken on the reopening of
TAMS until this review has been completed.

Ministerial Responsibilities

414. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food the
specific roles and responsibilities of the Ministers of State in his Department. [17047/11]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): Statutory powers
and duties in relation to food safety, horticulture, forestry and the greyhound industry were
delegated to the Minister of State in my Department as set out in the Agriculture, Fisheries &
Food (Delegation of Ministerial Functions) Order 2011 (SI No 283 of 2011).

Grant Payments

415. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food
the position regarding REP scheme 3 payments in respect of a person (details supplied) in
County Mayo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17066/11]
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Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): The closing date for
the receipt of 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS) applications was Monday 16
May 2011. Section 8.7 of the Terms and Conditions governing the AEOS 2011 provides that
persons participating in the Rural Environment Protection Scheme are not eligible to join the
scheme. As the person named did not complete her REPS 3 contract until 31 May 2011, she is
not eligible to join the AEOS scheme in 2011.

416. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food
the position regarding REP scheme 3 payments in respect of a person (details supplied) in
County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17067/11]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): The closing date for
the receipt of 2011 Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS) applications was Monday 16
May 2011. Section 8.7 of the Terms and Conditions governing the AEOS 2011 provides that
persons participating in the Rural Environment Protection Scheme are not eligible to join the
scheme. As the person named will not complete his REPS 3 contract until 31 October 2011,
he is not eligible to join the AEOS scheme in 2011.

Farm Retirement Scheme

417. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food the
reason an applicant (details supplied) under the early retirement scheme has not had their
application approved from the date of their application; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [17127/11]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): Payment of the Early
Retirement pension can only be made from the date a valid application is received. The person
named initially submitted an application in 2008 when the Scheme was closed to new applicants.
Following the temporary reopening of the Scheme an application from the person named was
accepted on 24 September 2009. My Department was not in a position to approve this appli-
cation as the scheme conditions were not met. The application was submitted under the pro-
vision of the Early Retirement Scheme that envisaged the transferee being set up under the
Young Farmers’ Installation Scheme. As that scheme is closed to new applicants, the transferee
in this case could not satisfy that requirement.

My Department wrote to the person named on 8th February 2010, offering him the option
of resubmitting the application under an alternative provision of the Scheme which involved
the holding being enlarged by the transferee. The person named resubmitted a valid application
on 6th April 2010 and it is from this date that he is entitled to receive payment.

Grant Payments

418. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food when a
person (details supplied) in County Cork will receive their forestry premium grant; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [17158/11]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): The forestry pre-
mium payment for 2011 was paid to the applicant on 20th June 2011.

419. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food when pay-
ment will issue under the farm improvement scheme in respect of a person (details supplied)
in County Kilkenny; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17182/11]
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Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person con-
cerned is an applicant under the Farm Improvement Scheme. Payment of the grant will take
place when it has been determined that all the terms and conditions of the Scheme have been
complied with. The checks concerned should be completed in the near future.

EU Directives

420. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food his plans
to extend deadlines to meet obligations set down under Council Directive 1999/74/EC in view
of the temporary suspension of applications for targeted agricultural modernisation schemes,
pending outcome of expenditure review; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[17205/11]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Directive
referred to by the Deputy relates to the new EU animal welfare standards for laying hens
which are due to come into effect at the beginning of next year. As the Deputy will be aware,
it is not within my competence to alter the dates of entry into force of EU Directives. However,
I am examining the situation in relation to funding for the projects concerned under the Tar-
geted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme in the context of the Comprehensive Expenditure
Review which is under way and I will make an announcement on the matter in the near future.

Grant Payments

421. Deputy Seán Conlan asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food the reason
a person (details supplied) in County Louth was refused a full single farm payment; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [17206/11]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): An application under
the Single Payment Scheme/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the person named
on the 1st of May 2010. This application was selected for a Ground Eligibility inspection.
During the course of this inspection discrepancies were uncovered with regard to a number of
parcels and their eligibility for the schemes or whether the person named had a right to claim
the parcels on his application form.

As a result of this decision the total area claimed of 111.94ha was reduced to 55.55ha. As
the number of entitlements held is 109.94 and the difference between the area claimed, and
the area found is greater than 20%, no payment was to issue for 2010. The person named was
formally notified of this decision on the 16th of March 2011. He was also advised of his right
to seek a review of this decision. Such a request was submitted on the 14th April 2011 and a
decision, upholding the original findings, was sent to the person named on the 6th of May 2011.
He was informed of his right to have the outcome of any the review appealed to the Indepen-
dent Agriculture Appeals Office. To date, no such appeal has been lodged.

Ministerial Travel

422. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food the rate of
travel expense that is mileage paid for use of his private cars; the rate of subsistence payments
and any other allowances available to him and his Ministers of State in the course if their
appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17233/11]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): The motor travel
and subsistence rates paid to me and the Minister of State in my Department are in accordance
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with the Department of Finance guidelines. The rates per kilometre in respect of the use of a
private vehicle are as follows:

Official motor Engine capacity up Engine capacity Engine capacity Engine capacity
travel in a calendar to 1200cc 1201cc to 1500cc 1501cc to 2000cc 2001cc and over

year

Up to 6,437km 39.12 cent 46.25 cent 59.07 cent 70.89 cent

6,438km and over 21.22 cent 23.62 cent 28.46 cent 34.15 cent

These rates are limited to 96,540 kilometres per year.

The relevant domestic subsistence rate is €72.66 per night and a 10 hour or 5 hour day rate
of €33.61 and €13.71 respectively is also payable. Ministers may also claim the vouched cost of
a hotel room (including tax and up to 15% service charge).

When travelling abroad Ministers may also claim the vouched cost of a hotel room including
tax and up to 15% for the service charge plus the Civil Service Class A conference rate
increased by 1/3, with the exception of destinations in the US and Canada where it is increased
by a 1

2. The Civil Service conference rate varies depending on the destination, for example the
rate for Brussels is €108.50, while the rate for New York is $142.50.

As the Deputy will be aware, a single parliamentary standard allowance is also payable to
all Deputies, Senators and Officeholders.

Grant Payments

423. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food when
a person (details supplied) will be paid the €10 per ewe which he is waiting for; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [17298/11]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under the 2010
Grassland Sheep Scheme, farmers were required to:

• maintain ewes;

• complete the Sheep Census return by 9 April 2010; and

• submit the SPS application form by the closing date of 17th May 2010.

While an application under the 2010 Single Payment Scheme and other area-based schemes
was received from the person named on 6 May 2010, following validation, it was found that
the person named had not submitted the Sheep Census Return by the closing date, as required.
Therefore, no payment is due under the Grassland Sheep Scheme to the person named.

424. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food the
position regarding a grant in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [17300/11]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person con-
cerned was an applicant under the Dairy Hygiene Scheme and was paid grant-aid in respect of
the completed investments in February 2008. I am having the matter raised by the Deputy
investigated within my Department and I will be in touch with him again as soon as possible.

425. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food if grass-
land sheep scheme payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [17307/11]
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Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): An application under
the 2010 Grassland Sheep Scheme was received from the person named on 17 May 2010.
Payments under the 2010 Grassland Sheep Scheme commenced on 1 February 2011 in respect
of those cases cleared for payment at that stage. The application for the person named in now
fully processed with payment due to issue shortly.

Fishing Vessel Licences

426. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food the
position regarding a boat licence in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [17338/11]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): Following on from
my reply of 25th May 2011 in relation to this matter, I have again consulted the Registrar
General of Fishing Boats, who is the Licensing Authority responsible for the licensing and
registration of sea fishing boats and who acts independently in the exercise of his functions.
The Registrar General has informed me that he has two pieces of correspondence from the
person referred to in your question and has taken account of them in his examination of the
matter. The first is a letter dated 7th February 2008 to the Registrar General referring to past
contacts with officials in relation to an application that the writer had assisted with in the 1990s.
The letter did not provide any information that enabled an application to be traced. The second
was submitted to the Registrar General by the vessel owner’s solicitor in April 2009. This is a
hand-written cover note which is dated 1 October 1999 accompanying a copy of a report of a
survey of the boat carried out on 2 September 1999. The letter refers to an application under
this scheme having been made “a good number of years ago”, but there are no other details
that would assist in tracing an application or ongoing correspondence at the time.

The closing date for receipt of applications under the scheme was 17th February 1995, and
the licensing and registration process for each vessel had to be completed by 16th March 2006.
Other than those referred to above, no correspondence or other communication with any party
has come to light in relation to this matter in the period between the launch of the scheme in
March 1994 and September/October 1999, and between September/October 1999 and early
2008, despite extensive searches. The Registrar General further informs me that even if an
application had been made before the closing date of February 1995, the licensing and regis-
tration process would have had to be completed by March 2006 when the Scheme closed in
order for capacity to be awarded under the Scheme.

It is open to the vessel owner to apply to license and register the vessel under current
licensing policy.

Grant Payments

427. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food when a
single farm payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Wexford [17344/11]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person named
submitted two applications to my Department received on 14th May 2010. These applications
consisted of one under the 2010 Single Payment Scheme and another applying for an allocation
of Single Payment Entitlements from the 2010 National Reserve. My Department informed
the herd owner by letter of 7th March 2011 that he was being allocated Single Payment Entitle-
ments from the 2010 National Reserve and he was paid in full for the Single Payment Scheme
2010 on 21st March 2011.
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428. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food if grass-
land sheep scheme payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry,; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [17351/11]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): An application under
the 2010 Grassland Sheep Scheme was received from the person named on 12 May 2010.
Payments under the 2010 Grassland Sheep Scheme commenced on 1 February 2011 in respect
of those cases cleared for payment at that stage. The application for the person named in now
fully processed with payment due to issue shortly.

429. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food further
to reply to Parliamentary Question No. 184 of the 29 March 2011, the reason a person (details
supplied) in County Cork has not yet been paid their sheep grant; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [17371/11]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): An application under
the 2010 Grassland Sheep Scheme was received from the person named on 14 April 2010.
Payments under the 2010 Grassland Sheep Scheme commenced on 1 February 2011 in respect
of those cases cleared for payment at that stage. The application for the person named is now
fully processed with payment due to issue shortly.

Croke Park Agreement

430. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food if he will
provide each and every non pay savings to be achieved by him in 2011 as referred to at page
11 of the first Progress Report of the Public Service Agreement 2010-2014 in tabular form; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [17425/11]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department
submitted its ‘Action Plan’ under the Public Service (Croke Park) Agreement earlier this year.
In early May, the Department submitted its first progress report on the implementation of that
Action Plan. The report outlines the significant progress made by the Department, which has
been engaged in a fundamental process of re-organisation, major reductions in staffing levels
and improvement of its business processes, including major changes to the local office network.
The report shows a reduction of 173 staff and total administrative savings of nearly €14million
(including non-pay savings of over €4.7 million) since the end of March 2010, the reporting
period for the Agreement.

Both the Action Plan and the Progress Report are published in full on my Department’s
website (please see 2011 Publications) and give comprehensive details of both the pay and non-
pay savings to be achieved over the period of the Agreement to 2014.

Fisheries Protection

431. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food if his
attention has been drawn to the alarming encroachment of gigas oysters (details supplied) on
the native oysters in Lough Swilly, County Donegal; his plan to protect the native oysters and
the livelihoods of the fishermen who depend on them; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [17457/11]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Pacific oyster
(Crassostrea gigas) is included in Annex IV of Council Regulation (EC) 708/2007 concerning
use of alien and locally absent species in aquaculture. Article 2(5) of the Regulation specifically

964



Questions— 28 June 2011. Written Answers

exempts those species listed in Annex IV from the provisions of the Regulation, with the
exceptions of articles 3 and 4. Article 4 requires Member States to ensure that all appropriate
measures are taken to avoid adverse effects to biodiversity, and especially to species, habitats
and ecosystem functions which may be expected to arise, inter alia, from the spreading of these
species into the wild.

The exemption in the Regulation for the Pacific Oyster is that it has been in production for
many years and has been moved from jurisdiction to jurisdiction. To assist in determining the
future potential risk of widespread proliferation of the Pacific Oysterin Ireland the Marine
Institute is funding a research study to document the level of reproductive effort of oysters
grown on the seabed compared with the more traditional culture methods for this species. This
project is expected to be concluded this year and a full report prepared.

In addition, an “Appropriate Assessment” under Article 6 of the Habitats Directive will be
required in relation to Lough Swilly to facilitate the renewal of all aquaculture licences as the
Lough has been designated as a ‘Natura’ site. The assessment will consider the likely interaction
between activities (i.e. fisheries and aquaculture) and conservation objectives as set down by
National Parks and Wildlife Service of the Department of the Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.
The question of the risk posed by the presence of pacific oysters, if any, will also be considered
in the appropriate assessment.

Aquaculture Development

432. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food if he will
address a matter (details supplied), with a view to expediting the application; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [17465/11]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): The individual
referred to by the Deputy applied for an Aquaculture Licence in June 2010. The application,
in accordance with standard procedure, was issued to my Department’s scientific and technical
advisors for comment. A delay has arisen as the area applied for has been designated as a
Special Area of Conservation under the EU Habitats Directive and also a Special Protection
Area under the EU Birds Directive (Natura 2000 sites).

In the case of aquaculture sites located within Natura 2000 areas my Department, in conjunc-
tion with the Marine Institute and the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) of the
Department of Arts, Heritage and Gaeltacht Affairs is engaged in a comprehensive programme
to gather the necessary baseline data appropriate to the conservation objectives of these areas.
This process is ongoing and significant progress has been made. This comprehensive data col-
lection programme, together with the setting of appropriate conservation objectives by the
NPWS, will enable all new, renewal and review applications to be appropriately assessed for
the purpose of ensuring compliance with the EU Birds and Habitats Directives. This work
represents a significant financial, administrative and scientific investment by the State in resolv-
ing this issue. The Appropriate Assessment of aquaculture applications will be dealt with on a
bay-by-bay basis.

My department continues to make every effort to expedite the determination of all outstand-
ing cases having regard to the complexities of each case and the need to comply fully with all
national and EU legislation.

Milk Quota

433. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food if

965



Questions— 28 June 2011. Written Answers

[ Deputy Patrick O’Donovan.]

he will grant the appeal lodged in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17468/11]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Milk Quota
Temporary Leasing Scheme allows milk producers to offer for lease through their milk pur-
chaser, on a temporary basis, all or part of their milk quota that they do not expect to use in
the current quota year.

If a producer intends to offer 80% or more of their quota to the scheme they must first apply
to my Department for a Ministerial Declaration permitting them to do so. Approval for such
applications can only be granted in force majeure or other duly justified cases, where production
capacity has been temporarily affected.

The person (details supplied), was granted a Ministerial Declaration for the 2010/2011 milk
quota year. It was made clear to him at that time that my Department would not be in a
position to consider any further applications for a declaration under the same circumstances in
the following year. As the circumstances outlined in the current application were the same as
those submitted in the 2010/2011 application, the decision to refuse the application on this
occasion has been upheld and notification of this decision has issued.

Fisheries Protection

434. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food if he will
provide an indicative time for the announcement of quota for boar fishing; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [17471/11]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Boarfish is a
small pelagic species of fish which has in recent years become the target of commercial fishing
by the Irish fleet. Until 2011 no Total Allowable Catch (TAC) or national quota had been
determined.

At the EU Fisheries Council negotiations in 2010 when determining the TAC and Quota for
2011, of critical importance was ensuring that Ireland received a fair share of the Boarfish stock
for 2011 and future years. Despite major efforts from certain other Member States for the
stock to be shared out equally between five or more Member States, Ireland secured a 67.3%
share of this stock for 2011 and future years.

The Irish quota for 2011 is set at 22,227 tonnes which was established on a precautionary
basis as the scientific information to inform advice was limited. Data on the stock is currently
being compiled to inform scientific advice which will be available later in the year. It is hoped
that, based on the scientific advice, the TAC and quota will increase for future years.

I intend to give careful consideration to how this quota will be distributed amongst the Irish
fleet for 2011. To this end, I requested proposals from the fishing industry on the matter. I
have recently received these proposals and I am giving them careful consideration. I intend to
decide arrangements, taking account of the views provided and the technicalities of this fishery,
in the near future and in good time for the commencement of the boarfish fishery season.

Grant Payments

435. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food the
reason a person (details supplied) in County Longford is not being paid in full under the agri
environment options scheme on a technicality, which disallows them to amend their original
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application in which a small error was inadvertently made; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [17547/11]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): The person named
was approved to participate in the Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS) with effect
from 1st September 2010 on the basis of the actions selected and identified by him on his
application form. The request submitted on 4 May, 2011, to change the original application
cannot be accommodated at this stage as participation in AEOS is a contractual commitment
for at least 5 years as set out in the Terms & Conditions of the Scheme and in accordance with
the EU rules governing the Scheme.

Animal Welfare

436. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food if his
attention has been drawn to the inadequacies of current policy, legislation, responsibilities,
monitoring and follow up on allegations of horse abuse when the animals are stabled at trainers
facilities here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17562/11]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department’s
responsibility, which is set down in legislation, extends to the welfare and protection of farmed
animals only i.e. animals normally bred or kept for the production of food or for use in or for
the purpose of farming. The relevant legislation in this area is the Protection of Animals Kept
for Farming Purposes Act 1984 and the European Communities (Welfare of Farmed Animals)
Regulations 2010, SI 311 of 2010. Animals “used in competitions/shows, cultural or sporting
events or activities while so being used” are outside the scope of SI 311 of 2010. My Department
must act at all times in accordance with legislation. The principal statutes governing cruelty to
all animals, including horses, in this country are the Protection of Animals Acts 1911 and 1965.
Responsibility for pursuing cases under this legislation rests with An Garda Síochána, who may
on receipt of a complaint investigate and bring a prosecution against any person alleged to
have committed an offence under these Acts.

Poultry Industry

437. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food if he will
list the standing orders and regulations governing the export of poultry, chicks and hatching
eggs. [17576/11]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): The European
Directive and Regulations governing the export of poultry, chicks and hatching eggs are as
follows:

• Council Regulation (EC) No. 1234/2007 establishing a common organisation of agricul-
tural markets and (makes) specific provisions for certain agricultural products (Single
CMO Regulation);

• Council Directive 2009/158/EC which lays down detailed rules for implementing Council
Regulation (EC) No. 1234/2007 as regards marketing standards for eggs;

• Commission Regulation (EC) No. 617/2008 laying down detailed rules for implementing
Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 as regards marketing standards for eggs for hatching and
farmyard poultry chicks

• Statutory Instrument No. 564 of 2010 European Communities (Poultry and Hatching
Eggs) Regulations 2010 gives legal effect to these regulations.
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438. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food the action
or management strategy approved to promote the internal market and the export of poultry,
chicks and eggs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17579/11]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Department of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food is the competent authority with responsibility for the agricul-
tural provisions of the Single Market. We implement and manage the relevant suite of legis-
lation agreed at EU level in this area. Much of this legislation is specific to particular sectors
and includes Council Regulation (EC) No. 1234/2007, Commission Regulation (EC) No.
617/2008 and Council Directive 2009/158/EC which deal with the operation and functioning of
the Single Market and the detailed rules to be applied in the marketing and trade of poultry,
chicks and eggs.

Other government departments have responsibility for different topics, including food safety
which comes under the aegis of the Department of Health.

The success of the internal market is contingent on the application of horizontal public and
animal health standards which require the registration and monitoring of Food Business Oper-
ators to ensure that they comply with the relevant regulations. It is critically important for the
growth and development of Irish exports in the agri-food sector that Ireland maintains its
reputation for the highest standards of quality and food safety and to this end my department,
in conjunction with the Food Safety Authority of Ireland, is scrupulous in the application of
the various provisions of both domestic and European legislation.

Food Harvest 2020 has targeted a 10% increase in the value of poultry output. Work towards
this target will be aided by a number of initiatives which have been taken in the areas of animal
welfare, disease surveillance and food safety.

Grant Payments

439. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food if a 1%
single farm payment penalty in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry will be
reconsidered in view of the financial difficulty that this will cause the person and the relatively
minor nature of the non compliance issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[17606/11]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): An application under
the Single Payment Scheme/Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was received from the person named
on the 14th of April 2010.

This application was selected for a Cross Compliance/Ground Eligibility inspection.

During the course of the Cross Compliance inspection breaches were recorded relating to a
bovine herd register, bovine passport, incomplete flock register and missing sheep dispatch
dockets that resulted in an overall Cross Compliance penalty of 1% being recorded in this case.

The person named was informed of this decision and of his right to seek a review. He was
also informed of his right to appeal the outcome of a review to the Independent Agriculture
Appeals office. To date, no such review request has been submitted.

Commodities Markets

440. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food the
initiative envisaged at EU level to clamp down on excessive speculation in commodities deriva-
tives; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17656/11]
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Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): The European Com-
mission has been working on the functioning of commodity and commodity derivatives markets
for several years. In the 2009 Communication on a better functioning supply chain, the Com-
mission announced measures to improve oversight and the overall transparency of EU agricul-
tural commodity derivatives. In its Communication of 2 June 2010 on “Regulating Financial
Services for Sustainable Growth”, the Commission announced that it is preparing a comprehen-
sive, balanced and ambitious set of policy initiatives which will touch upon commodity deriva-
tives markets. As part of this ongoing process, the EU is cooperating with the OECD and the
FAO to ensure a global response to a global issue.

The EU is also seeking stronger controls on export bans and trade restrictions as these can
lead to supply shortages. In conjunction with the FAO the EU intends to provide more detailed
information on agriculture resources and markets. The European Commission will make pub-
licly available its short term forecasts of the main EU agricultural markets covering the current
and next marketing years. In addition it will seek to make information with respect to European
private stocks more complete.

A sound functioning of agricultural futures markets and their convergence with physical
markets for agricultural commodities is of primary importance for the European agricultural
sector, to manage risk and hedge positions. Improving transparency of and oversight over
agricultural futures markets will benefit farmers, co-operatives and agricultural industries that
rely on these reformed markets. Looking ahead, there is a need to revisit this issue within the
WTO and to come forward with new draft provisions, which could place more constraint on
consistent “net-exporters” of essential commodities like grains (mainly wheat and rice) in the
future. Provisions should not only be limited to emergency/humanitarian situations, where
broad agreement appears in sight, but also ensure through appropriate criteria that recourse
to export bans and restrictions will remain limited to situations of genuine critical foodstuff
shortages in the exporting WTO Member.

The Commission will propose changes to the existing framework governing the integrity,
efficiency and transparency of financial markets. The review of the Market Abuse Directive
will, inter alia, clarify what kind of trading in commodity markets could constitute abuse and
ensure that all venues and transactions where abuse may occur are appropriately covered by
common EU rules.

Consultancy Contracts

441. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food the
value per Government agency of contracts issued outsourcing IT services for 2010 and 2011;
of those contracts issued, the number of sub-contracts and sub-sub-contracts issued as a con-
dition of the original contract issued and if the information will be broken down on a per
contract basis per government agency. [18169/11]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): While procedures
are in place for the assessment and central approval by the Department of Public Expenditure
and Reform for tenders for IT services, the provision of all IT services is an operational matter
for the each Government Agency. Information concerning these individual contracts is not
readily available to my Department.

Departmental Agencies

442. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food if
he will provide the following information regarding each of the State agencies (details
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supplied), namely, the total number of staff and their respective job titles; the total number of
board members and their respective remuneration packages; the total annual wage bill for each
agency and the total annual amount of central funding provided to each agency. [18183/11]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): Due to the volume
of the information requested by the Deputy, it was not possible to provide it in the required
time. I will forward it to the Deputy as soon as it is available.

Credit Availability

443. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture; Fisheries and Food if he
will provide details of any possible sources of loan finance from European sources including
the European Investment Bank in respect of small and medium enterprises here wishing to
undertake business expansion projects; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[18200/11]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Department of
Enterprise, Jobs and Innovation advise that the following is the situation with regard to Euro-
pean sources of loan finance available to SMEs in Ireland:

The European Union provides support to European small and medium-sized enterprisesind-
ifferent formssuch as grants, loans and, in some cases, guarantees. Support is available either
directly or through programmes managed at national or regional level, such as the European
Union’s Structural Funds. SMEs can also benefit from a series of non-financial assistance
measures in the form of programmes and business support services.

The European Commission’s European Portal for SMEs http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/sme/
funding—en.htm presents details of the main European programmes available to SMEs and
contains brief information as well as the main web sites for each programme. However, the
information included on the website, is not exhaustive.

In addition, the Enterprise Europe Network provide information on both national and EU
financial supports. The financial instruments mentioned on these sites are managed by the Euro-
pean Investment Fund and implemented via financial intermediaries or specialised funds, to which
those interested should refer directly. The main Programmes are referred to below.

Under the Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme (CIP) 2007-2013, €1.13
billion has been allocated for financial instruments for the above period. These are organised
under three schemes, which are managed on behalf of the European Commission by the European
Investment Fund (EIF):

The High Growth and Innovative SME Facility (GIF) aims to increase the supply of equity for
innovative SMEs both in their early stages (GIF1) and in the expansion phase (GIF2). GIF shares
risk and reward with private equity investors, providing important leverage for the supply of equity
to innovative companies.

The SME Guarantee Facility provides additional guarantees to guarantee schemes, in order to
increase the supply of debt finance to SMEs. It concentrates on addressing market failures in
four areas:

• access to loans (or loan substitutes such as leasing) by SMEs with growth potential;

• provision of microcredit;

• access to equity or quasi-equity;

• securitisation.
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A Capacity Building Scheme supports the capacity of financial intermediaries in some Member
States.

The decision of any eligible Irish undertaking, including financial institutions, to make an appli-
cation under any particular EU scheme would be a commercial matter for the institution involved.
Applications are between the undertaking involved and the relevant EU institution providing sup-
port. The Irish Authorities would not necessarily be made aware of individual applications made
to EU support schemes which allow for direct applications. In relation to the SME Guarantee
Facility, I am aware that one Irish microfinance lender benefits from the scheme.

The EIF’s own activities are based on two instruments:

EIF’s Venture Capital Instruments consist of capital investments in venture capital funds and
business incubators that support SMEs, particularly those that are newly created and technology-
oriented.

EIF’s guarantee instruments consist of providing guarantees to financial institutions that cover
credits to SMEs.

This Programme is managed and the projects selected at national and/or regional level.

JEREMIE is a joint initiative of the European Commission and the European Investment Fund
with the European Investment Bank. It aims to improve access to finance for micro to medium-
sized enterprises and in particular the supply of micro-credit, venture capital finance or guarantees
and other forms of innovative financing. JEREMIE is managed as an integral part of European
Regional Development Fund programmes.

These schemes do not provide direct funding to SMEs, but are usually processed through finan-
cial intermediaries such as banks, credit institutions or investment funds. They are intended to
increase the volume of credit available to SMEs and to encourage these intermediaries to develop
their SME lending capacity .

The European Progress Microfinance Facility was launched in 2010 and is managed by the
European Investment Fund (EIF) on behalf of the European Commission. Under the European
Progress Microfinance Facility, €100 million will be made available, spread over four years from
2010 to 2013, to support employment, the development of micro enterprises and the social economy
across all European Union Member States. It aims to increase lending activity to micro-borrowers
through a wide range of financial intermediaries such as non-bank micro finance institutions, micro-
banks, dedicated microfinance companies or investment funds, local savings banks, smaller
cooperative banks, smaller development banks or institutions and selected commercial banks. As
such, the EIF will not be providing direct financing to borrowers but will be facilitating lending
through a range of financial support mechanisms. These supports will include guarantee instruments
and funding of financial intermediaries.

The first support mechanism under the Microfinance Facility involves a micro-loan facility under
which EIF will provide a guarantee instrument to financial intermediaries providing micro-loans.
Availing of this facility will still require the intermediary to bear some element of the loan risk.
Applications can be made to the EIF until 31 December 2013. It is the EIF’s responsibility to
assess applications for guarantees and requests for financing from intermediaries, to present these
requests to competent bodies for approval, to negotiate contracts with intermediaries and to moni-
tor operations. Such applications are made directly to the EIF and do not require any national
intervention.

Under EU Cohesion Policy 2007-13, the European Commission has a number of joint initiatives
with the European Investment Bank and European Investment Fund aimed at improving access
to finance using financing engineering instruments. One of these instruments is JASMINE (Joint
Action to support microfinance institutions in Europe), a pilot initiative by the European Com-
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mission, the European Investment Bank and the European Investment Fund. JASMINE seeks to
improve access to finance for small businesses and for socially excluded people and ethnic minorit-
ies, who want to become self-employed. This initiative, in line with the Lisbon Strategy for Growth
and Jobs, aims to make small loans, or micro-credit, more widely available in Europe

In addition to the above Schemes, the European Investment Bank (EIB) provides support for
Europe’s small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) to help mitigate the effects of the current
credit crisis through a €30 billion facility to provide loans to SMEs through commercial banks.
Participation in the facility is, in the first instance, a commercial decision for individual financial
institutions, who are responsible for evaluating loan applications submitted by individual SMEs.
Irish banks have benefited from the European Investment Banks (EIB) loans for SMEs. In 2009,
the EIB made €300m available to Bank of Ireland, Allied Irish Banks and Ulster Bank for onward
lending to SMEs carrying out investment projects. This was additional to €50m previously made
available to Bank Of Scotland Ireland through its UK parent.

The Irish Enterprise Europe Network services in Ireland are delivered by Enterprise Ireland,
together with Chambers of Commerce from Cork, Dublin, Galway, Sligo and Waterford and can
be contacted on the following website address:

http://www.enterprise-ireland.com/enterpriseeuropenetworkireland

Any Irish SMEs or financial intermediaries wishing to obtain detailed information on accessing
any of the European Funds outlined above or indeed, other European funding initiatives, should
contact the Irish Enterprise Europe Network in the first instance.

Departmental Functions

444. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Health the progress made in establishing her
new Department; if a Secretary General has been appointed; when she will assume full responsi-
bility for child protection, child welfare and the development of youth services nationally; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [17171/11]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Department of Chil-
dren and Youth Affairs was established on the 2nd June 2011. A wide range of functions relating
to the role of the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, including functions relating the develop-
ment of youth services, have already been transferred to the Department of Children and Youth
Affairs under a Transfer of Functions Order made under the Ministers and Secretaries
(Amendment) Act 1939. For the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs to have full responsibility
for child protection and child welfare requires primary legislation which will be effected by way of
a proposed amendment to the Child Care (Amendment) Bill which is currently before the Dail,
and a further transfer of Functions Order will be effected as soon as possible thereafter to transfer
the Child Care Acts to the Department of Children and Youth Affairs.

Interviews have been held to fill the post of Secretary General and the Government will make
a decision on this shortly.

Ministerial Responsibilities

445. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Health the specific roles and responsibilities
of the Ministers of State in his Department [17056/11]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): There are no Ministers of
State assigned to the Department of Children and Youth Affairs.
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Foster Care

446. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the reason guardian payments
and fostering payments are different (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [17082/11]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The Guardian’s Payment
is paid to the guardian for the benefit of the child where either both parents are dead or where
one of the parents is dead, unknown, has abandoned or has refused or failed to provide for the
child and the other parent is unknown, or has abandoned or has refused or failed to provide for
the child. The Guardian’s payment is administered by the Department of Social Protection and
addresses the income maintenance aspect of the child.

The Foster Care Allowance is paid to foster carers, be they relatives or not, where the child has
been formally placed into care by the H.S.E. In order to place a child in foster care, the HSE must
satisfy itself that the child would not receive adequate care and protection unless he/she was placed
in the care of the State. The allowance is paid to the foster carers in recognition of the responsibil-
ities placed on them by the child care plan which is required under the Child Care Regulations
1995 and is not an income or an income support.

Child Care Services

447. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Health the assistance that will be provided
in relation to care for children in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [17215/11]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As this is a service matter
it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Ministerial Travel

448. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health the rate of travel expense that is mileage
paid for use of his private cars; the rate of subsistence payments and any other allowances available
to him and his Ministers of State in the course if their appointment; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [17243/11]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): The rates of motor mileage
allowance payable to me in respect of car usage on official travel are set out in the table below.

Rate per Miles

Official Motor Engine Capacity up Engine Capacity Engine Capacity Engine Capacity
Travel in a to 1200 cc 1201 cc to 1500 cc 1501 cc to 2000 cc 2001 cc and over

calendar year

0 — 4,000 miles 62.94 cent 74.42 cent 95.05 cent 114.06 cent

4,001 miles & over 34.13 cent 38.00 cent 45.79 cent 54.95 cent

Reduced Motor Travel Rates

Engine Capacity up to Engine Capacity 1201 cc Engine Capacity 1501 cc Engine Capacity 2001 cc
1200 cc to 1500 cc to 2000 cc and over

23.55 cent per mile 26.76 cent per mile 31.36 cent per mile 37.63 cent per mile

The mileage in respect of which the allowance may be paid is limited to 60,000 miles per year.
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The rates of subsistence allowance payable in respect of official absences within Ireland are
as follows:—

— the overnight subsistence allowance is €72.66;

— the day subsistence allowance is €33.61 (10 hours or more) or €13.71 (5 hours but less
than 10 hours).

The vouched cost of a hotel room (including tax and up to 15% service charge) may also
be claimed.

The rates of subsistence allowance payable in respect of official absences abroad are set out
in Department of Finance Circular 4/2010, the applicable country conference rate being
increased by a half for visits to the USA and Canada and by a third for all other countries.
The vouched cost of a hotel room (including tax and up to 15% service charge) may also
be claimed.

The Deputy might also note that there are no Ministers of State appointed to my
Department.

Proposed Legislation

449. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Health his plans to legislate for the tracing
rights of adopted children, particularly those adopted in the 1950, 1960s and 1970s; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [17353/11]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): Legislation to provide
for information and tracing is in preparation within my department and is a priority. This is a
sensitive and complex area, and it will be necessary for the legislation to balance the consti-
tutional rights of mothers whose children were adopted with those of adopted people seeking
to trace their birth families.

Child Care Services

450. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if she proposes to provide capital
grant assistance in 2012 towards the provision of child-care facilities, particularly where demand
for such services has already been identified; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[17452/11]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I have responsibility
for the implementation of the National Childcare Investment Programme (NCIP) which
included a capital grant programme to develop childcare facilities.

Under the NCIP capital funding was made available to community and commercial main-
stream childcare providers for the development and refurbishment of childcare facilities. You
will be aware that, due to the economic downturn, it was necessary for a review of capital
expenditure to be undertaken in early 2009. As a result, the previous Government decided to
close the programme to new grant applications.

Capital funding continues to be available to my Department in 2011 but this funding is
required to meet existing NCIP capital grant commitments. You will be aware also that all
programme funding is considered in the context of the annual estimates and budgetary process
and it is not possible in advance of these discussions to determine the funding available to my
Department in 2012.
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Children in Care

451. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the number of children
under two years of age taken into care in 2010; the reasons they were taken into care, that is,
physical abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse and neglect; the number taken directly into care
from hospital and if he will provide a breakdown of the reasons for same [17574/11]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): As this is a service
matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Departmental Funding

452. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if she intends running a scheme this
year in which voluntary youth groups may avail of much needed funding. [17607/11]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am pleased to inform
the Deputy that €1.035m has been allocated in my Department’s budget in 2011 to provide
support to local voluntary youth groups under the Local Voluntary Youth Club Grant Scheme.

This scheme is administered by the relevant Youth Officers in the Vocational Education
Committees around the country. Letters will be issuing shortly to the Youth Officers notifying
them of their particular allocation for 2011. The Youth Officers will then invite applications
from local voluntary youth clubs for this funding. A maximum grant of €3,000 is available to
any one group.

Departmental Agencies

453. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the follow-
ing information regarding each of the State agencies (details supplied), namely, the total
number of staff and their respective job titles; the total number of board members and their
respective remuneration packages; the total annual wage bill for each agency and the total
annual amount of central funding provided to each agency [18190/11]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): There are four categ-
ories of fees payable to chairpersons and directors of Non-Commercial State Agencies. The
applicable category is determined by the salary of the CEO of the body relative to certain Civil
Service salary scales. In addition, the “one person one salary” principle provides that as a
general rule public servants acting as chairpersons or directors of state-sponsored bodies do
not receive additional remuneration for undertaking such duties.

With effect from 1st January 2010 the new rates currently are:

Category Chair Director

1 €29,888 €14,963

2 €20,520 €11,970

3 €11,970 €7,695

4 €8,978 €5,985

My Department does not routinely record the job titles of each member of staff in the Non
Commercial State Agencies. The number of Whole Time Equivalent (WTE) staff employed in
the agencies is collated on a quarterly basis. The most recently available information, which
relates to 31st March 2011 is provided in the table below. The proportion of agency funding
allocated to payroll is not readily available. However, I have asked the agencies in question to
supply this information directly to the Deputy.
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Board Total Number of Remuneration Staffing level (WTE) Funding €000
Members

Adoption Authority 8 Category 3 27.35 3,500
of Ireland

Childrens Act 10 Category 3 0 (Staff redeployed) 450
Advisory Board

*31st May 2011

Regarding the National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB), Family Support Agency and the
Ombudsman for Children’s Office (OCO), the information requested is being collated and will
be forwarded directly to the Deputy.

Civil Service Staff

454. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if he will list each of the
primary grades within the following public sectors (details supplied); the grades within primary
grades for example engineer grade 1, grade 2 grade 3; the corresponding pay for each primary
grade and also each grade within a grade as explained. [18198/11]

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): A list of health sector
grades and the relevant salary scales is contained in the Health Sector Consolidated Salary
Scales (January 2010). These Scales are available on the Department of Health website at
http://www.dohc.ie/publications/?year=2010.

Regarding the National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB), the Family Support Agency,
the Ombudsman for Children’s Office (OCO), and the Adoption Authority of Ireland (AAI),
the information requested is being collated and will be forwarded directly to the Deputy.

Care of the Elderly

455. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the position regarding home
help in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [17341/11]

Deputy Kathleen Lynch: As this is a service matter it has been referred to the Health Service
Executive for direct reply.

456. Deputy John Browne asked the Minister for Health when a home care claim by a person
(details supplied) in County Wexford will be approved [17345/11]

Deputy Kathleen Lynch: As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters I have arranged
for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Pension Provisions

457. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details
supplied) in County Kildare is paying the public service pension levy when they are not in
receipt of a public service pension; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17662/11]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): All employees, including full time and part time
employees on the payroll, who are, or are entitled to be members of a public service occu-
pational pension scheme or pension arrangement are subject to the deduction provided for
under the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act, 2009.
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I can confirm that the levy applies to all employees of Sisters of Charity of Jesus and Mary,
Moore Abbey as this employer is deemed to be a public sector employer for the purposes of
the legislation (Sections 1(i), 2(1)(b)(i) and 2(1)(b)(iii) refer).

I understand that the individual referred to opted out of the occupational pension scheme
and may be entitled to a non pensionable gratuity, if eligible, on reaching retirement age as
provided for under the scheme rules.

Nursing Homes Support Scheme

458. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Health when a decision will issue to approve
an application under the nursing home support fair deal scheme in respect of a person (details
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17816/11]

496. Deputy Gerald Nash asked the Minister for Health when a decision will issue on an
application under the nursing homes support, fair deal, scheme in respect of a person (details
supplied) in County Louth; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17232/11]

Deputy Kathleen Lynch: I propose to take Questions Nos. 458 and 496 together.

As this is a service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct
reply.

Services for People with Disabilities

459. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence
(details supplied) regarding the Personal Assistance Act [17853/11]

535. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (details
supplied) regarding independent living; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[17582/11]

Deputy Kathleen Lynch: I propose to take Questions Nos. 459 and 535 together.

The correspondence supplied by the Deputy is seeking his personal views and understanding
on independent living for people with disabilities. However, the Government’s central policy
objective for people with disabilities is that people should be supported “to lead full and inde-
pendent lives, to participate in work and society and to maximise their potential”. In line
with this policy, the Government’s Programme for National Recovery 2011-2016 contains a
commitment to “ensure that the quality of life for people with disabilities is enhanced and that
resources allocated reach the people who need them.”.

Research, both international and national, confirms that the needs of people with a disability
are most appropriately met and provided in their home and community and that this provides
a more sustainable model for the provision of care. The Government’s commitment to people
with disabilities is one whereby the focus of any supports should be based on individual need
as much as possible and, while there is no “one size fits all” solution, the focus of supports
should favour the individual rather than an organisation or service provider. A review of the
efficiency and effectiveness of disability services funded from the Health Vote is currently
underway and will be completed later this year. As part of this review an Expert Reference
Group was established to review current policy in relation to disability services. Although it is
important not to pre-empt any recommendation that may arise out of this process, a key theme
emerging is the need for a shift in funding from organisations to individuals. This might or
might not involve the transfer of actual funds to the individual. While direct payment may be
considered in the future, a shorter term goal would be the transfer to the individual of choice
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and control over support and care decisions through the mechanism of individualised
budgeting.

On 3rd December 2010 the Department published, on its website, a summary of the key
proposals emerging from the review of disability policy. It proposes a re-framing of disability
services towards a model of individualised supports and the main-streaming of all public
services. State funding would be allocated based on an independent assessment of individual
needs. Following the needs assessment, individual support plans would be drawn up and indi-
vidualised budgets allocated from which the supports and services needed would be purchased.

I understand that the Health Service Executive is supporting a direct payments model for
two people with a disability in the Cavan Monaghan area. In addition my Department through
the Genio Trust is supporting a new innovative initiative for five individuals to manage and
direct their personal assistant supports by receiving direct payments to purchase the supports
they decide they need. The evaluation of this initiative will inform the implementation of the
policy proposals currently being developed.

While the focus is on the shift in funding from organisations to individuals, individualised
funding and direct payments are not one and the same. With direct payments the transfer
involves the actual direct payment of cash to the service user. With individualised funding, the
main transfer of resources to the service user is the transfer of some control over decisions.
This might or might not involve the transfer of actual funds to the individual. While there may
potentially be some form of direct payment in the future, the more significant change is likely
to be the transfer of control and choice. Therefore it is not proposed to introduce a personal
assistance act at this stage.

Departmental Functions

460. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Health the progress made in establishing
a new Department for Children; if a secretary general has been appointed; when will the
Minister assume full responsibility for child protection, child welfare and the development of
youth services nationally;; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17161/11]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Department of Children and Youth Affairs
was established on the 2nd June 2011. A wide range of functions relating to the role of the
Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, including functions relating the development of youth
services, have already been transferred to the Department of Children and Youth Affairs under
a Transfer of Functions Order made under the Ministers and Secretaries (Amendment) Act
1939. For the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs to have full responsibility for child
protection and child welfare requires primary legislation which will be effected by way of a
proposed amendment to the Child Care (Amendment) Bill which is currently before the Dáil,
and a further transfer of Functions Order will be effected as soon as possible thereafter to
transfer the Child Care Acts to the Department of Children and Youth Affairs.

Health Services

461. Deputy Derek Nolan asked the Minister for Health the possibility and feasibility of
keeping a nursing unit (details supplied) in Newcastle, Galway, open as a public nursing
home [16984/11]

Deputy Kathleen Lynch: As this is a service matter it has been referred to the Health Service
Executive for direct reply.
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Hospital Waiting Lists

462. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question
No. 509 of 17 May 2011 and in view of the 4,478 orthopaedic patients awaiting outpatient
treatment in Cork University Hospital, the number of patients at present awaiting treatment
in other hospitals including the average waiting time and the longest waiting time in each case;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16990/11]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The current situation in relation to the waiting
lists for orthopaedic services in Cork University Hospital is totally unacceptable. Patients need
a service that is timely and effective.

A key immediate priority is the establishment of the Special Delivery Unit (SDU), which I
announced on the 1st of June. The purpose of the SDU is to tackle hospital system inefficiencies
and unblock access to acute services by dramatically improving the flow of patients through
the system and by streamlining waiting lists. The SDU’s priorities will encompass reducing the
waiting times for admission from Emergency Departments, reduction in in-patient and out-
patient waiting times and improved access to diagnostics.

I have appointed Dr Martin Connor, an international expert, as the Senior Advisor on the
SDU. His principal task will be to build up the SDU and to prepare proposals for me on how
best it can be placed on a permanent footing within the next six months. The resources of the
National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) will be refocused to align with the work of the
SDU and, crucially, will allow for a progressive improvement in the performance of the
nation’s hospitals.

In addition to the SDU, there are a number of encouraging initiatives underway to alleviate
this problem. In HSE South, these include:

• additional staffing

• a physiotherapy initiative

• validation of waiting lists

• improved management of OPD processes, including reducing missed appointments
(DNAs — Did Not Attend) and increasing the numbers of new patients seen at clinics

Additional Consultant Posts

In the HSE South, there are 5 permanent consultant orthopaedic surgeons in post in the
trauma and elective service, with 2 locum consultants in the trauma service. There are currently
100 referrals per week. This has increased over the past twelve months, with two new perma-
nent consultants providing revision surgery.

HSE South has approval for three consultant orthopaedic surgeon posts at Cork University
Hospital/South Infirmary Victoria University Hospital. These are:

• 2 orthopaedic surgeons with a special interest in paediatric orthopaedic surgery — new
posts

• 1 orthopaedic general surgeon — a replacement post

Recruitment has been completed and it is anticipated that formal letters of appointment will
be issued soon.

Physiotherapy Initiative

Physiotherapist-led clinics were introduced in 2010, to address the waiting list for OPD
appointments. The physiotherapists triage patients based on the longest waiters, primarily from
the hip and knee lists. 35% of the patients seen at these clinics were referred to an orthopaedic
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consultant for surgical review. A review of this initiative has been completed, in order to
continue to improve patient flows.

Approval for three additional physiotherapists under the Outpatient Programme for Rheu-
matology and Orthopaedics has been sanctioned. These posts will allow for more musculo-
skeletal physiotherapy led clinics. The recruitment process has begun.

HSE National OPD Project:

At national level, an Outpatients Department (OPD) Performance Improvement Group has
been established to improve OPD Services throughout the country. The Project aims to address
the significant numbers on waiting lists for some specialties. This Project will standardise all
aspects of OPD, including waiting lists validation, management of DNAs, improvement in new
to return ratios and improved triaging.

Cork University Hospital and South Infirmary Victoria University Hospital have been selec-
ted to participate in the initial phase of this project.

Cork University Hospital is undertaking a validation exercise on its OPD waiting lists. This
exercise will link in with the National OPD Programme on the validation protocol, particularly
for the clinical governance process for removing patients from waiting lists and for GP involve-
ment in the process. It is expected that this exercise will reduce the numbers on the waiting list.

GP Referral Project

Under the reorganisation of acute hospital services in Cork and Kerry, electronic GP referral
to acute hospitals is being piloted. This will enable more efficient processing of referrals and
allow patients and GPs to see waiting times for individual consultants.

I believe that the implementation of these initiatives will greatly improve waiting list numbers
and I will be closely monitoring the situation to ensure that these statistics become a thing of
the past.

The management of waiting lists is a matter for the HSE and the individual hospitals con-
cerned. I have therefore referred the Deputy’s question regarding the numbers of patients
awaiting orthopaedic treatment to the Executive for direct reply.

Medical Cards

463. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will approve a medical
card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [16992/11]

Deputy Róisín Shortall: As this is a service matter it has been referred to the Health Service
Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

464. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health if he will approve a medical
card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [16993/11]

Deputy Róisín Shortall: As this is a service matter it has been referred to the Health Service
Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

465. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health when a decision will issue on an
application for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Limerick; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16995/11]
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Deputy Róisín Shortall: As this is a service matter it has been referred to the Health Service
Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

466. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an application
for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [17008/11]

Deputy Róisín Shortall: As this is a service matter it has been referred to the Health Service
Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Health Services

467. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to reduce
the waiting list for orthodontic treatment at Letterkenny General Hospital, County
Donegal. [17015/11]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred
to the HSE for direct reply.

Services for People with Disabilities

468. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure the discontinuation
of €3 charge being imposed under the rural transport initiative for patients and elderly persons
who attend day training centres [17016/11]

Deputy Kathleen Lynch: Transport services for people with a disability are generally pro-
vided by voluntary service providers that are funded by the HSE under Sections 38 and 39 of
the Health Act. However, as a result of the limited public transport service in Co. Donegal,
the HSE/North Western Health Board has for many years provided free transport services to
day centres, day hospitals and other services.

In the current financial climate, it is not sustainable for the HSE to continue to provide a
free transport service in the Donegal area; it is more important that resources focus on con-
tinued service delivery. In order to sustain transport services and provide access to HSE
services, local HSE Management is working closely with Seirbhís Iompair Tuaithe Teoranta
(SITT), MFG and Inishowen Development Partnership — community based not-for-profit
rural transport companies.

This approach will help to support a local community group as well as ensuring that the
transport services that people need to access services will be there in the future. The scheme
has been implemented in the rest of the county and has been very successful. It will be com-
menced in the Inishowen area during the third quarter of 2011.

Health Services

469. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if a policy endorsing a framework
for the management of haemochromatosis, HH, will be compiled. [17017/11]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): In June 2006, the Report of a Working Group
on haemochromatosis was published. It examined the nature and extent of haemochromatosis
in Ireland and advised on the actions necessary to address the problems caused by it. The
Report makes a series of recommendations relating to the management and treatment of
haemochromatosis. The report was circulated to the HSE and other relevant organisations
for implementation.
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The HSE is currently formulating a programme to ensure that everyone with haemochroma-
tosis will have early access to diagnosis and treatment in every part of the country. This
approach will include a programme of awareness among primary and secondary care clinicians
including GPs, hospital doctors, nurses in primary, secondary and community care roles,
nutritionists and physiotherapists.

It is envisaged that access to quality care will be provided by an integrated programme of
community-based and hospital-based diagnostic and regular review services. This will be com-
bined with easy-access community-based phlebotomy clinics in appropriate locations through-
out the country. Many people with haemochromatosis are eligible to become blood donors,
and many already do so both at regular blood donation clinics and especially at a specific clinic
held every week by the Irish Blood Transfusion Service. This has been a very successful and
welcome development, and it is expected that increased access of donors with haemochroma-
tosis to regular blood donation clinics will form part of the programme.

In addition, a sum of €100,000 was granted to the Irish Haemochromatosis Association, from
my Department’s National Lottery funding, in December 2010 to support the Association in
raising awareness about the condition. The Association, which has around 1,600 members, has
an informative website and publishes regular newsletters. With the additional funding it intends
to publish and circulate information to GPs, practice nurses and newly diagnosed patients and
to create greater awareness of the condition among medical professionals and the general
public.

470. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding support
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Dublin [17020/11]

492. Deputy Joe Costello asked the Minister for Health the position regarding rehabilitation
in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [17149/11]

Deputy Kathleen Lynch: I propose to take Questions Nos. 470 and 492 together.

As the Deputies questions relate to service matters I have arranged for the questions to be
referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

471. Deputy Noel Coonan asked the Minister for Health the diabetes paediatric services
available to children living in north Tipperary and south Offaly; if his attention has been drawn
to the fact that this service is insufficient to meet the needs of these children; if he will consider
developing local services in the constituency; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[17036/11]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

472. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health his views that there is an urgent need
for the national re-organisation of services for children and adolescents with type 1 diabetes in
County Limerick and when will the provision of insulin pumps be made available to persons
with diabetes in County Limerick. [17043/11]

473. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health his views that it is unfair and
unacceptable that children from the Limerick area have to travel to Dublin to access intensive
treatment because the local paediatric diabetes team is under resourced; his further views that
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the paediatric diabetes service in Dublin has become inundated with referrals, that children
with diabetes who should be seen four or five times each year in hospital to help limit damage
which high blood sugars can cause to the eyes, kidneys, nerves and smaller blood vessels in
adulthood are not seen as often as recommended in view of the fact that the local services have
remained under developed and under utilised. [17044/11]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 472 and 473
together.

The working group is made up of a multidisciplinary team with representation from a number
of Nursing and Allied Health Professionals, Podiatrists, GPs etc. The Diabetes Federation of
Ireland is also a member of this working group. The National Diabetes Working group is
working through a number of key objectives, including the implementation of projects such as
Diabetes Retinopathy Screening and a multidisciplinary Footcare package for patients with
diabetes.

The National Clinical Programme for Diabetes — which is working on care for children and
adolescents with diabetes to be considered for inclusion in the 2012 HSE Service Plan — is
also actively designing an Integrated Care solution, for inclusion within the Chronic Disease
Watch process in collaboration with the Primary Care National Clinical Programme. With a
newly established National Clinical Programme for Paediatrics, the whole area of improved
services for children and adolescents with diabetes will be examined in detail and solutions
worked through.

474. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health his views that the recommendation
made by Diabetes Action which proposes a re-organisation of diabetes paediatric services in
eight networks one of which would serve 280 to 300 children with diabetes in Counties Clare,
Limerick and North Tipperary, so that intensive therapies can be accessed locally [17045/11]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The working group is made up of a multi-
disciplinary team with representation from a number of Nursing and Allied Health Pro-
fessionals, Podiatrists, GPs etc. The Diabetes Federation of Ireland is also a member of this
working group. The National Diabetes Working group is working through a number of key
objectives, including the implementation of projects such as Diabetes Retinopathy Screening
and a multidisciplinary Footcare package for patients with diabetes.

The National Clinical Programme for Diabetes — which is working on care for children and
adolescents with diabetes to be considered for inclusion in the 2012 HSE Service Plan — is
also actively designing an Integrated Care solution, for inclusion within the Chronic Disease
Watch process in collaboration with the Primary Care National Clinical Programme. With a
newly established National Clinical Programme for Paediatrics, the whole area of improved
services for children and adolescents with diabetes will be examined in detail and solutions
worked through.

Ministerial Responsibilities

475. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Health the specific roles and
responsibilities of the Ministers of State in his Department. [17049/11]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Ministers of State appointed at my Department
are as follows:- Ms Róisín Shortall, T.D. has responsibility in relation to Primary Care and the
National Drugs Strategy.
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Nursing Homes Support Scheme

476. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if funding is in place for all nursing
homes in County Kerry for next three years [17068/11]

477. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if contracts have been signed in
relation to Dingle Community Hospital and if funding is ring fenced for the next three
years [17071/11]

478. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if contracts have been signed in
relation to Valentia Community Hospital and if funding is ring fenced for the next three
years [17072/11]

479. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if contracts have been signed in
relation to Caherciveen Community Hospital and if funding is ring fenced for the next three
years [17073/11]

480. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if contracts have been signed in
relation to Kenmare Community Hospital, County Kerry and if funding is ring fenced for the
next three years [17074/11]

481. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health if contacts have been signed in
relation to the nursing home support scheme with a nursing home (details supplied) in County
Kerry and if funding is ring fenced for the next three years [17075/11]

Deputy Kathleen Lynch: I propose to take Questions Nos. 476 to 481, inclusive, together.

The introduction of the Nursing Homes Support Scheme in October 2009 brought about a
fundamental change in the way in which long-term nursing home care is funded and, conse-
quently, the way in which nursing homes and community hospitals are funded. In the past,
public and voluntary nursing homes would have been allocated a lump sum annually. In con-
trast, the new scheme supports the individuals in need of long-term residential care, not the
facilities providing the care. This means that funding follows the patients and ensures that these
facilities are not being funded for empty beds.

The legislation underpinning the scheme encompasses a principle of patient choice. Once an
individual has received financial approval for the scheme, s/he can choose any nursing home
that is participating in the scheme in any part of the country, subject to the nursing home
having an available bed and being able to meet their particular care needs. This applies to
public, private and voluntary nursing homes alike. Finally, the scheme only applies to long-
term nursing home care. Nursing homes and community hospitals can continue to have separate
agreements with the HSE for the provision of other services, e.g. day care, respite and conva-
lescence.

Medical Cards

482. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details
supplied) in County Dublin has been refused a medical card; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [17085/11]

Deputy Róisín Shortall: As this is a service matter it has been referred to the Health Service
Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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General Practitioner Services

483. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the out of
hours general practitioner service provided in the east Cork area; the number of doctors on
call; if there are plans to reduce this service; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[17092/11]

484. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health the number of cars and drivers
available to the South Doc GP out of hours service covering the areas of Cobh, Midleton,
Youghal, Mallow and Fermoy; if there are plans to reduce this service; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [17093/11]

Deputy Róisín Shortall: I propose to take Questions Nos. 483 and 484 together.

As this is a service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct
reply to the Deputy.

Medical Cards

485. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Health when a decision will issue on a
medical card appeal and mobility allowance appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in
County Roscommon [17099/11]

Deputy Róisín Shortall: As this is a service matter it has been referred to the Health Service
Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

486. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a general
medical services card appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Roscommon [17100/11]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As
this is a service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to
the Deputy.

Mental Health Services

487. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Health if the moratorium on recruitment
in mental health services in County Roscommon will be lifted to avoid a crisis; if his attention
has been drawn to the fact that approximately 40% of staff employed in mental health services
in County Roscommon have retired; if his further attention has been drawn to the fact that
extra staff could be employed for the cost of paying regular overtime to the skeleton staff
employed in the services; when will a national recruitment scheme be advertised for psychiatric
nurses; and if a suicide prevention nurse will be appointed in Roscommon County Hospital to
deal with the suicide issue [17101/11]

Minister of State at the Departments of Health and Children and Community, Equality and
Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Employment Control Framework 2011-2014
for the health sector gives effect to Government priorities on employment policy in the public
sector and provides that there will be a net reduction in employment to 2014. The Framework
is designed to maintain tight control on the cost of providing public services while protecting
front-line services as far as possible. It is necessary to ensure that there is sustainability in the
cost of providing public services relative to the Government’s revenue.

The Framework allows for the targeted growth of certain grades which are exempt from
the moratorium on recruitment (including Medical Consultants, Physiotherapists and Social
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Workers) in order to deliver on key priority services. It also provides for the filling of non-
exempted posts on exceptional grounds in order to maintain essential services and to meet
priority service change/reorganisation requirements.

In recognition of the significant number of psychiatric nurses who have retired in recent
times, the 2010 Employment Control Framework for the health service provided an exemption
from the moratorium and allowed the filling of 100 psychiatric nursing posts. The more recent
2011 Framework again provides an exemption from the moratorium in respect of 100 psychi-
atric nursing posts where they are required to support the implementation of A Vision for
Change. The 2011 exemption allows these posts to be filled by nurses and/or other disciplines
in community mental health teams. The allocation of these posts to particular service locations
/ geographical areas is being identified by the HSE National Care Group Lead for Mental
Health in consultation with my Department.

It is not necessary to advertise a recruitment scheme for psychiatric nurses at this time as
the HSE has advised that it already has panels of appropriately qualified nurses in place.

The issue of the appointment of a suicide prevention nurse in Roscommon County Hospital
is an operational matter for the HSE in respect of which I have asked them to reply to you
directly.

Health Services

488. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health if additional assistance will be pro-
vided to persons (details supplied) in County Cork [17105/11]

Minister of State at the Departments of Health and Children and Community, Equality and
Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): As this is a service matter it has been referred to
the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

489. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the
provision of a primary care centre in Abbeyfeale, County Limerick [17106/11]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As
this is a service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to
the Deputy.

490. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Health the strategy he is developing to
deal with the paediatric diabetes services in Dublin in view of the fact that this service has
become inundated with referrals from all over the country; and his plans to alleviate the prob-
lem by allocating resources to local services. [17117/11]

Deputy James Reilly: The HSE National Clinical Programme for Diabetes — which includes
the care of children and adolescents with diabetes — is established within the Clinical Strategy
and Programmes Directorate. This programme has a Clinical Lead appointed through the
Royal College of Physicians of Ireland (RCPI). The working group is made up of a multi-
disciplinary team with representation from a number of Nursing and Allied Health Pro-
fessionals, Podiatrists, GPs etc. The Diabetes Federation of Ireland is also a member of this
working group.

The National Diabetes Working group is working through a number of key objectives,
including the implementation of projects such as Diabetes Retinopathy Screening and a multi-
disciplinary Footcare package for patients with diabetes.

986



Questions— 28 June 2011. Written Answers

The National Clinical Programme for Diabetes — which is working on care for children and
adolescents with diabetes to be considered for inclusion in the 2012 HSE Service Plan — is
also actively designing an Integrated Care solution, for inclusion within the Chronic Disease
Watch process in collaboration with the Primary Care National Clinical Programme. With a
newly established National Clinical Programme for Paediatrics, the whole area of improved
services for children and adolescents with diabetes will be examined in detail and solutions
worked through.

Medical Aids and Appliances

491. Deputy Kevin Humphreys asked the Minister for Health if he is monitoring the replace-
ment of approximately 1,700 faulty hip implants that were made by a company (details
supplied); if he has statistics on the number of implants that have been replaced so far; the
total cost to the taxpayer thus far of this recall; if the company has met all the reasonable costs
of surgery and expenses of patients as promised by the company; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [17121/11]

Deputy James Reilly: The DePuy ASR hip Recall commenced in late August 2010. Revisions
are scheduled based on assessment of clinical need. To date, a total of 113 revisions have taken
place — 35 in HSE and HSE funded hospitals, and 78 in private hospitals. A further eight
revision surgeries are scheduled in the coming weeks and months.

DePuy has indicated that it will cover all reasonable and customary costs associated with the
recall. A process for reimbursement of all related costs has been agreed between De Puy, the
HSE and private hospitals to cover costs incurred in the recall, including costs incurred in the
implementation of the recall and patients’ out of pocket expenses. The HSE is working to
ensure that the recall will be cost-neutral to the taxpayer.

Question No. 492 answered with Question No. 470.

Medical Cards

493. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a medical
card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 3 [17172/11]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As
this is a service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to
the Deputy.

Health Services

494. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Health the position regarding diabetic
services for children and adolescents living in Galway East; if a re-organisation of these services
is proposed and will be available locally; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[17207/11]

Deputy James Reilly: As this is a service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service
Executive for direct reply.

Medical Cards

495. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the date on which the medical
card application processing will cease at the Health Service Executive office in Tralee, County
Kerry, and be transferred to the Primary Care Reimbursement Service in Dublin; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [17214/11]
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Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As
this is a service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to
the Deputy.

Question No. 496 answered with Question No. 458.

Ministerial Travel

497. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health the rate of travel expense that is
mileage paid for use of her private cars; the rate of subsistence payments and any other allow-
ances available to him and her Ministers of State in the course if their appointment; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [17236/11]

Deputy James Reilly: The rates of mileage and subsistence payable to Ministers and Mini-
sters of State are approved by the Department of Finance. All the rates set out below are those
payable to me and to Ministers of State at my Department.

The current rates of motor mileage allowance payable in respect of the use of our cars on
official travel are set out in the tables below.

Rates per Mile

Official Motor Engine Capacity up Engine Capacity Engine Capacity Engine Capacity
Travel in a to 1200cc 1201cc to 1500cc 1501cc to 2000cc 2001cc and over

calendar year

0 — 4,000 miles 62.94 cent 74.42 cent 95.05 cent 114.06 cent

4,001 miles & over 34.13 cent 38.00 cent 45.79 cent 54.95 cent

Reduced Motor Travel Rates

Engine Capacity up to Engine Capacity 1201cc to Engine Capacity 1501cc to Engine Capacity 2001cc
1200cc 1500cc 2000cc and over

23.55 cent per mile 26.76 cent per mile 31.36 cent per mile 37.63 cent per mile

The mileage in respect of which the allowance may be paid is limited to 60,000 miles per year.

The rates of subsistence allowance payable in respect of official absences within Ireland are
as follows:—

— the overnight subsistence allowance is €72.66 (i.e. half the Class A overnight rate of
€108.99, increased by one-third);

— the day subsistence allowance is €33.61 (10 hours or more) or €13.71 (5 hours but less
than 10 hours).

The vouched cost of a hotel room (including tax and up to 15% service charge) may also
be claimed.

The rates of subsistence allowance payable in respect of official absences abroad are set out
in Department of Finance Circular 4/2010, the applicable country conference rate being
increased by a half for visits to the USA and Canada and by a third for all other countries.
The subsistence rate is payable in conjunction with the vouched cost of a hotel room including
tax, where payable, and up to 15% service charge.
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Assisted Human Reproduction

498. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health the situation regarding the pro-
vision and financing of IVF and other fertility services by him and agencies under his remit; if
all such services are provided free by the Health Service Executive or his Department but that
such services are denied to members of the VHI with possible exception of the most expensive
plans; if he will examine this inequity in the provision of health services; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [17295/11]

Deputy James Reilly: IVF treatment is not provided or funded by the public health system.
Patients who access IVF treatment privately may claim tax relief on the costs involved under
the tax relief for medical expenses scheme. In addition, a defined list of fertility medicines
needed for fertility treatment is covered under the High Tech Scheme administered by the
Health Service Executive. Medicines covered by the High Tech Scheme must be prescribed by
a consultant/specialist and approved by HSE ‘High Tech Liaison Officers’. The cost of the
medicines is then covered, as appropriate, under the Medical Card or Drug Payment Scheme.

Hospitals Building Programme

499. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health if he will confirm that the plans for
the proposed Mater site for the National Children’s Hospital in Dublin was to include a helipad
on its roof; if for logistical reasons it will not be now possible to land a helicopter at the new
site; and are the project proposers now looking at an alternative site near the Mater at which
children and patients will have to be driven and transferred by ambulance to the site of the
proposed emergency unit. [17308/11]

Deputy James Reilly: The project brief for the National Children’s Hospital includes a
requirement for the provision of helicopter facilities.

The Report of the independent review of the location of the National Children’s Hospital,
announced by me on the 12th of May 2011, is expected shortly. When the expert report is
received I will carefully consider the next steps in building the national children’s hospital.

I do not intend to comment on any aspect of the project until the Report and expert recom-
mendation have been received. This is an independent Review and I would not wish to influ-
ence them in the deliberations.

Health Services

500. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health if he will postpone the decision
to withdraw the locum service at Doneraile Medical Centre, County Cork, for a period of six
months. [17324/11]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As
this is a service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to
the Deputy.

501. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) will
be prioritised for an appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17354/11]

Deputy James Reilly: As this is a service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service
Executive for direct reply.
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Medical Treatment Abroad

502. Deputy Tom Fleming asked the Minister for Health the position regarding treatment
abroad in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry [17357/11]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Róisín Shortall): As
this is a service matter it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to
the Deputy.

Ambulance Service

503. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health the organisation of ambulance
services in the Cork City and county area including the number of ambulances, drivers, param-
edics and emergency medical technicians delivering the service; if he will provide the break-
down of full and on-call ambulance stations and the staffing of same [17368/11]

504. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding working
hours of drivers, paramedics and emergency medical technicians delivering the ambulance
service in the Cork City and county area; if he will provide a breakdown of hours worked per
week and the number of staff working 16 hour shifts [17369/11]

505. Deputy Sandra McLellan asked the Minister for Health his plans to replace ambulance
vehicles with first responder cars in the Cork City and county area [17370/11]

Deputy James Reilly: I propose to take Questions Nos. 503 to 505, inclusive, together.

As these are service matters, they have been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Health Service Expenditure

506. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health if he will provide each and every
saving achieved by the Health Service Executive as referred to at page 11 of the First Progress
of the public Service Agreement 2010-2014 in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [17428/11]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I understand that the Deputy’s question refers
to a table contained in the first progress report of the Implementation Body on the Public
Service Agreement 2010-2014 (Table 2, Sustainable Pay Savings). I have been informed that
the Implementation Body calculated the payroll savings by using an average annualised saving
per employee, arising from the overall reduction in numbers in the public sector (5,349 staff),
during the review period of March 2010 to March 2011. This was to take account of the fact
that employee number reductions arose at different times during the year. This figure includes
savings due to numbers reductions and other reductions in the cost of the public service pay
bill (e.g. in overtime, allowances etc).

In relation to the health sector, a detailed breakdown of the employee numbers reduction,
by grade category, is set out in tabular format below. This table was provided to the Implemen-
tation Body, as part of the Health Sector progress report on implementation of the Health
Sector Action Plan and savings under the Public Service Agreement 2010-2014, for the period
March 2010 to March 2011. The full text of the Health Sector progress report is available on
my Department’s website (www.dohc.ie).

Category 31/03/2010 31/03/2011 Change Q1 2010 % reduction
toQ1 2011

General Support Staff 11,775 10,864 -911 -7.7%
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Category 31/03/2010 31/03/2011 Change Q1 2010 % reduction
toQ1 2011

Health & Social Care Professionals 16,049 16,295 246 1.5%

Management/ Admin 17,559 16,256 -1,303 -7.4%

Medical/ Dental 8,042 8,005 -38 -0.5%

Nursing 37,794 36,782 -1,012 -2.7%

Other Patient & Client Care 18,623 17,463 -1,161 -6.2%

Overall 109,844 105,664 -4,179 -3.8%

Medical Cards

507. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if and when a medical card
will issue in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [17438/11]

Deputy Róisín Shortall: As this is a service matter it has been referred to the Health Service
Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Health Service Expenditure

508. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the moneys and resources
in the letters of allocation, to the Health Service Executive, the ISAs and former local health
offices in relation to traveller health development from 1998 to 2011; the cost centres the
moneys were allocated to in the HSE, ISAs and former local health offices; the name of the
cost centre; if the moneys were used year on year; the amount currently allocated to traveller
health; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17451/11]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The detail sought by the Deputy is not readily
available. I have asked the Health Service Executive to supply this information to me and I
will forward it to the Deputy as soon as possible.

Hospital Services

509. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when will the review of orthopaedic
services at St Mary’s Orthopaedic Hospital Cork be completed; when the findings will be
published; if the opinion publicly expressed by him prior to the general election that there
would be no downgrading of services at St Mary’s prevail regardless of the outcome of the
review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17456/11]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I am committed to ensuring that acute hospital
services at national, regional and local level are provided in a clinically appropriate and efficient
manner. In particular, I want to ensure that services are provided safely and in the setting most
appropriate to patients’ needs.

I have made it clear previously that I intended to consider the current provision of ortho-
paedic services in St Mary’s fully before any move went ahead. I also had to take into account
the unprecedented economic and financial situation the country is facing and the requirement
to reduce public spending in line with the EU/IMF programme. In order to fully consider the
issues involved in the proposed changes to the delivery of regional orthopaedic services in Cork
and Kerry, I have recently held discussions with the Health Service Executive, including senior
clinicians, and with local representatives.
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I have now reflected and considered the matter and it is my view that, on balance, the move
of orthopaedic services should go ahead as planned. The relocation of services to the South
Infirmary Victoria University Hospital will provide a range of improvements in the facilities
for, and the efficiency of, elective surgery for the people of Cork and Kerry, including the
recommencement of paediatric orthopaedic services in Cork and an increased level of elec-
tive surgery.

I have also made it clear that health services should continue to be provided at the St Mary’s
campus, including the planned Urgent Care Centre and outpatient services linked to the Mercy
University Hospital along with other services. There is also potential, in line with my determi-
nation to develop primary care services, for a primary care centre, which I have asked the HSE
to examine. This could provide much needed services to the area, which is one of particular
social disadvantage. However I am making no commitment in this respect and I would want to
be assured of the position of the relevant General Practitioners before taking any further
action.

It is essential that there be a full engagement with the staff of St Mary’s in relation to their
relocation and also to address any clinical or other concerns that they have. I have asked the
HSE South to begin this process immediately.

510. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Health the reasoning behind the decision
to stop maternity hospitals facilitating mothers who wish to have their cord blood stem cell
procured for future possible use; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17463/11]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Cord blood is a source of stem cells, which
have proven therapeutic benefit for a number of conditions, principally the treatment of blood
conditions. Stem cells may also be obtained from bone marrow. It is important to note that
many potential benefits of stem cells are at very early investigative stages and will require
substantiation through clinical trials.

Ireland does not currently have a public cord blood bank. At present, when clinically indi-
cated by a consultant overseeing care, collection of cord blood for donation to an identified
family member in high risk families is facilitated by HSE hospitals in collaboration with the
Irish Blood Transfusion Service. In addition, where an identified clinical need arises, Ireland
has access to cord blood stem cells through international stem cell banks and registries and this
is also arranged by the Irish Blood Transfusion Service.

Collection of cord blood for private use in low risk families is not provided publicly in
Ireland. While recognising that science in this area is evolving, the HSE sought and considered
expert professional clinical opinion as well as legal advice in relation to this matter. As a result,
it has determined that staff at hospitals operated or funded by the HSE should not undertake
the procurement of cord blood for commercial entities. The HSE must ensure that evidence-
based, safe, effective and high quality care is provided to patients and their families. In addition,
the contracting of staff employed at hospitals operated or funded by the HSE, to undertake
the collection of cord blood on behalf of commercial companies, was outside the cover provided
under the Clinical Indemnity Scheme.

Any hospital wishing to accommodate staff directly employed by third party commercial
entities to undertake the procurement of cord blood at hospitals operated or funded by the
HSE must therefore ensure that all appropriate arrangements are in place within the context
of a robust clinical governance framework to control risks associated with the service. A con-
tract, or service level agreement, should be in place between the third party commercial entity
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and the hospital concerned. Policies, procedures and guidelines are required to govern how the
service is provided. Hospitals and their maternity service teams face significant challenges in
ensuring a robust clinical governance framework to support a safe and high quality maternity
care system. My Department will keep the emergence of clinical benefits of cord blood banking
under constant review. While the HSE’s primary objective is to ensure that there is a safe and
high quality maternity service it should correct this anomaly that has not allowed the banking
of cord blood cells in cases where patients are anxious for this to happen and are prepared to
fund the cost so that no additional cost is borne by the hospital.

Hospital Waiting Lists

511. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the way a person will contact the
special delivery unit if they have been waiting more than three months for an in-patient pro-
cedure; if he will guarantee that this new unit will deal as quickly and as effectively as the
National Treatment Purchase Fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17464/11]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I announced the establishment of the Special
Delivery Unit (SDU) on 1 June. This has been one of my key priorities since becoming Minister
for Health. The SDU is a key part of the Government’s plans to radically reform the health
system in Ireland, with the ultimate goal of introducing a system of Universal Health
Insurance (UHI).

I have appointed Dr. Martin Connor as the Special Advisor on the SDU. Dr. Connor is an
international expert, with a proven track record in health service transformation. He has exten-
sive experience in the NHS and led a similar initiative in Northern Ireland with considerable
success. His principal task will be to build up the SDU and to prepare proposals for me on
how best it can be placed on a permanent footing within the next six months. I will be meeting
Dr Connor this week to review his progress to date.

The SDU will work to unblock access to acute services by dramatically improving the flow
of patients through the system, and by streamlining waiting lists, including referrals from GPs.
The SDU will work closely with the HSE, building on initiatives already underway including
the clinical programmes.

The SDU’s priorities will encompass:

• Emergency Departments — waiting times for admission have been unacceptably high in
a number of hospitals, often breaching the current 6-hour maximum waiting time target.

• In-patient waiting times — the trend has been upwards recently, despite the work of
the NTPF.

• Out-patient waiting times — the time from GP referral to an appointment with a consult-
ant is unacceptably long in many specialties.

• Access to diagnostics — this forms an essential part of the patient journey for all of the
areas of access above.

Its success will allow for an alteration in the current role of the NTPF. Its resources will be re-
focused to align closely with the work of the SDU, and crucially will allow for a progressive
improvement in the performance of the nation’s hospitals. For the moment the NTPF will
continue to operate as normal, accepting applications from persons who have been waiting for
over three months for treatment. An immediate priority for the SDU will be to ensure that
waiting lists for inpatient services are managed properly and that hospitals take responsibility
for managing patient flows. I cannot accept a position where some hospitals allow small
numbers of patients to wait more than a year for their procedures. The NTPF has welcomed
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the new initiative and has confirmed it will work proactively with the Unit to achieve the best
possible result for patients.

Health Service Staff

512. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health if he will examine a matter
of overdue payments in respect of staff (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [17470/11]

Deputy Kathleen Lynch: As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have referred
this question to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Hospital Services

513. Deputy Eamonn Maloney asked the Minister for Health the progress made to date and
the timetable for the transfer of the Coombe Maternity Hospital to the campus of Tallaght
Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17496/11]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred
to the HSE for direct reply.

Mental Health Services

514. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health the number of children and ado-
lescents admitted to adult in-patient psychiatric units in 2009 and 2010. [17498/11]

Deputy Kathleen Lynch: In 2009205 children and adolescents were admitted to adult psychi-
atric units. In 2010 the corresponding figure was 155.

515. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health the number of the 99 promised child
and adolescent community mental health teams that have been delivered to date [17499/11]

Deputy Kathleen Lynch: There are currently 61 child and adolescent mental health teams
nationally, with further teams to be developed in line with the recommendation of ‘A Vision
for Change’. Of these 61 teams, 56 are community based, 2 are Day Hospital teams and 3 are
Hospital Liaison teams.

516. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health the number of children and ado-
lescents on waiting lists for mental health services in May 2009 and May 2010 [17500/11]

Deputy Kathleen Lynch: Since September 2009, information regarding waiting lists for child
and adolescent mental health services has been received by my Department from the HSE on
a quarterly basis. The information for May 2009 is not therefore available to me; however in
September 2009 there were 2,617 children and adolescents on the waiting list and the corre-
sponding figure for September 2010 was 2,441.

517. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health the percentage of the mental health
budget spent on children’s mental health services in 2009 and 2010 [17501/11]

Deputy Kathleen Lynch: The HSE provides a range of services across primary care, specialist
child and adolescent mental health services, health promotion and suicide prevention services
which support young people’s mental health. As the HSE’s financial accountability structure is
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across HSE areas and hospitals and not by care group, it is not possible to identify a specific
figure for services which support young people’s mental health.

Hospital Services

518. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reason for the ongoing delay
in the provision of an appointment for an urgent MRI scan at Our Lady’s Hospital for Sick
Children, Dublin in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 22; when he expects the
required appointment to be given; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17507/11]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Hospital Waiting Lists

519. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reason for the three year
delay in receiving surgery in Tallaght Hospital, County Dublin in respect of a person (details
supplied) in Dublin 22; when this much needed surgery will be provided; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [17515/11]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

520. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a hospital
appointment in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [17517/11]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred
to the Health service Executive for direct reply.

Health Service Staff

521. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter in
respect of a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [17519/11]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred
to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

Services for People with Disabilities

522. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the financial assistance available
to the carer of a person with a mental disability who provides transport for that person on an
ongoing basis; if he accepts that the provision of private transport is essential for those suffering
from a mental disability as public transport is not an option for various reasons such as safety
and availability and that this provision by the carer adds a financial burden to them which is
causing severe hardship; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17521/11]

Deputy Kathleen Lynch: Government policy, through the National Disability Strategy, aims
to improve access to mainstream public services, including transport, for people with a dis-
ability. The Strategy is a programme of action to support and reinforce equal participation in
society by people with a disability. This equal participation will be brought about by integration
in the mainstream wherever possible, and minimum segregation. The successful achievement
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of mainstreaming will be when people with a disability are supported to access all the services
and supports available to their peers.

There are a number of public service supports in place for people with a disability in respect
of their transport and mobility needs, including

• Tax concessions: remission or repayment of vehicle registration tax (VRT), repayment
of value-added tax (VAT) on the purchase of a vehicle and repayment of VAT on the
cost of adapting a vehicle; repayment of excise duty on fuel used in a vehicle for the
transport of a disabled person, up to a maximum of 2728 litres per year. In addition,
people who qualify under the scheme may be exempt from the payment of annual road
tax on application to their local Motor Tax Office.

• the Mobility Allowance and the Motorised Transport Grant

• free public transport for people with disabilities and a companion through the Depart-
ment of Social Protection

• improved accessibility of public transport

• Rural Transport Programme and

• transport provided by specialist disability service providers and charities.

Hospital Waiting Lists

523. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an operation will be arranged
as a matter of urgency in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; the reason
for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17527/11]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The scheduling of patients for hospital treatment
is a matter for the consultant concerned in each case and is determined on the basis of clinical
need. Should the patient’s general practitioner consider that the patient’s condition warrants
an earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the
consultant involved. As this is a service matter, it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Health Services

524. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the financial support available
to a person (details supplied) in County Carlow; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [17529/11]

Deputy Róisín Shortall: As this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for
direct reply.

525. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the financial assistance or
services available to persons (details supplied) County Carlow; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [17532/11]

Deputy Róisín Shortall: As this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct
reply to the Deputy.

Medical Cards

526. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will be
approved in respect of persons (details supplied) in County Kilkenny [17533/11]
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Deputy Róisín Shortall: As this is a service matter it has been referred to the Health Service
Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

Health Services

527. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details
supplied) in County Longford who was told in January of this year that they would be called
in March or April for an essential medical procedure has heard nothing since; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [17546/11]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred
to the Health Service Executive for direct reply.

Health Service Staff

528. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health with respect to the proposal to
create one central office for the processing of medical cards as of 1 July 2011, if he will confirm
the number of staff to be employed in the central office; his views on whether this number will
be sufficient to process all cases in the promised 15 days in view of the current backlog; the
position regarding the 45 persons in the Health Service Executive West who were successful in
overturning their compulsory redeployment to the central office in Dublin; if he will clarify the
position regarding those currently processing medical cards and employed in regional offices
in the Health Service Executive Western Area; the current backlog in months for the processing
of such cases in Limerick and Clonmel; if he has received a commitment that the Primary Care
Reimbursement Service in the central office will take over the work of offices with a severe
backlog; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17548/11]

Deputy Róisín Shortall: I have asked the Health Service Executive for a report on the issue
raised by the Deputy. I will revert to the Deputy on the matter as soon as possible.

Hospital Staff

529. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Health the salaries that are paid to chief
executive officers of all hospitals both voluntary and those funded by the Health Service Execu-
tive; the annual leave, expenses or other conditions of employment; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [17553/11]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information requested by the Deputy is not
readily available in my Department. Therefore, my Department has asked the Health Service
Executive to supply the necessary information and I will respond to the Deputy’s enquiry as
soon as this becomes available.

Ambulance Service

530. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Health if he will examine the protocol
that is currently practised regarding the ambulance service both fire brigade and Health Service
Executive who provide an excellent service in Lucan, Clondalkin and Palmerstown area of
Dublin in view of the fact that this protocol instructs ambulance drivers to take all patients to
Blanchardstown Hospital accident and emergency when many of them already have a medical
relationship with St James’s Hospital and Tallaght Hospital; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [17554/11]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As these are service matters, they have been
referred to the HSE for direct reply.
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Pharmacy Regulations

531. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views and plans on a matter
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17555/11]

Deputy Róisín Shortall: My colleague, the Minister for Health, has signed the Health Pro-
fessionals (Reduction of Payments to Community Pharmacy Contractors) Regulations 2011.
These regulations reduce certain payments made by the HSE to community pharmacy contrac-
tors with effect from 20 June 2011. The reductions are as follows:

• Reduction in wholesale mark-up on drug items from 10% to 8%

• Reduction in wholesale mark-up on controlled drugs from 17.66% to 8%

• Reduction in wholesale mark-up on fridge items from 17.66% to 12%

• Reduction in retail mark-up on non-drug items from 50% to 20%

• Reduction in High Tech non-dispensing fee from €62.03 to €31.02

• Reduction in allowance on Stock-Orders from 25% to 20%

Medical Cards

532. Deputy Paul J. Connaughton asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied)
in County Galway is entitled to have their teeth cleaned once a year under the medical card
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17564/11]

Deputy Róisín Shortall: As this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for
direct reply.

Health Services

533. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to assist a
person (details supplied). [17572/11]

Deputy Kathleen Lynch: As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters I have arranged
for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

534. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting
placement to a young chronic sick unit patients under 60 years here; if his attention has been
drawn to the fact that a fully furnished and ideal facility for such a service is available (details
supplied) and the steps he will take with the Health Service Executive to utilise this unit; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [17573/11]

Deputy Kathleen Lynch: As the questions relate to the provision of services I have asked
the Health Service Executive to reply directly to the Deputy.

Question No. 535 answered with Question No. 459.

536. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health when it is planned to bring a
formal proposal for a primary care centre (details supplied) in County Cork to the Health
Service Executive board for approval [17586/11]

Deputy Róisín Shortall: As this is a service matter it has been referred to the Health Service
Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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Health Service Staff

537. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health the person to whom applications
are made for career breaks, reduced working hours, reduced working year and short-term leave
within the Health Service Executive for those employees in full-time, part-time and job-sharing
role; the number of applications that were made in respect of the above in 2010; the number
of those applications which were declined and approved in 2010; the process by which the
applications for career breaks, reduced working hours, reduced working years and short-term
leave are assessed within the HSE; the consideration being given to these applications being
made to a central office within the HSE; the potential savings that could have been accrued in
2010 in respect of the above; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17591/11]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): As this is a service matter, it has been referred
to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

General Medical Services Scheme

538. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health with regard to medical cards
and the way doctors and patients are assigned to each other, his plans to de-regulate or change
the present system; his views on same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[17610/11]

Deputy Róisín Shortall: There are currently almost 2,300 GPs contracted by the HSE under
the General Medical Services (GMS) Scheme to provide services to medical card and GP visit
card patients. Under this Scheme patients can select a GP in their locality who is on the HSE’s
list of GMS GPs. If a medical card or GP visit card holder is unsuccessful in being accepted on
to a GP’s patient list, the HSE can assign the eligible patient to a GMS GP in the locality.

The EU/IMF Programme of Financial Support provides for the introduction of legislation to
remove restrictions on GPs wishing to treat public patients under the GMS Scheme. My col-
league, the Minister for Health, will bring a Memorandum to Government this week on pro-
posals for legislation to set the terms of access for suitably qualified GPs to GMS contracts.
This proposed legislation will result in medical card and GP visit card patients having a greater
choice of GPs under the GMS Scheme. It will also help to ensure that private patients of new
GP contract holders, who qualify for a medical card or GP visit card, will not have to change
their GP. I hope to be in a position to make an announcement in the near future as to how
this will be implemented.

Departmental Reports

539. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the remit of the independent
research report into the practice of symphysiotomy in Ireland [17665/11]

540. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the period of time allowed to
complete the independent research report into symphisiotomy [17666/11]

541. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the extent to which the independent
researcher will consult in preparing the report into symphisiotomy; and will victims of symphysi-
otomy be consulted [17667/11]

542. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if following the completion of the
Independent research report if he will consider the holding of a public inquiry into the practice
of symphysiotomy [17668/11]
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Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 539 to 542,
inclusive, together.

The Chief Medical Officer of my Department has commissioned an independent research
report into the practice of symphysiotomy in Ireland. The aim of the report will be to provide
an accurate picture of the extent of use of symphysiotomy in Ireland, and an examination of
the Irish practice relative to other countries. It will include an assessment of the circumstances
in which the procedure was carried out, what protocols or guidance existed at the time to guide
professional practice, and details of when the practice changed and why.

It is my intention that the academic researcher will carry out this work on an objective and
independent basis. Following receipt of this report, which is due to be received in September
2011, my Department will further engage with patient representative groups. I will then quickly
decide on the next steps required to address this situation.

Accident and Emergency Services

543. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health the provisions he is putting place
to ensure that accident and emergency services at Naas Hospital, County Kildare, will continue
and be fully staffed following the 11July [17671/11]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): Although the HSE has not indicated to me any
specific difficulties with regard to Naas General Hospital, I am very conscious of concerns in
relation to some hospitals in advance of the next rotation of Non-Consultant Hospitals Doctors
(NCHDs). The shortage of suitable NCHDs is an issue worldwide. The HSE has taken a range
of actions to address NCHD vacancies to ensure that any resulting impact on services is minim-
ized and patient safety maintained.

I am in ongoing discussions with the HSE and various stakeholders in order to identify a
solution to the recruitment of NCHD’s nationwide. I will have greater clarity on this issue in
the next few weeks. In addition, my Department is at an advanced stage of drafting a Bill to
amend the Medical Practitioners Act, 2007, facilitating the Medical Council to register doctors
in supervised posts for a defined period.

I can assure you that the necessary steps are being taken in order to ensure ongoing safe
delivery of service in hospitals and in Emergency Departments in particular.

Departmental Agencies

544. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health the value per Government agency
of contracts issued outsourcing IT services for 2010 and 2011; of those contracts issued, the
number of sub-contracts and sub-sub-contracts issued as a condition of the original contract
issued and if the information will be broken down on a per contract basis per government
agency. [18172/11]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The information in respect of my Department is
set out in the following table, showing the current spend to date, inclusive of VAT, in relation
to direct contracts with the vendors and awarded in 2010 and 2011. No sub contractual arrange-
ments were entered into by my Department as a condition of these arrangements.

Vendor Contract Description Cost to Date

Bluewave On-going technical support, maintenance, administration and €119,245
development, advice and end user assistance for in-house Lotus
Domino Databases.
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Vendor Contract Description Cost to Date

Tomorrows Provision of desktop management and hardware maintenance service. €103,786
World

Trilogy Provision of maintenance and support for Windows, File & Print, Active €7,559
Directory, Backup Infrastructure, onsite network and remote network
support.

The requested details in relation to the agencies under my Department’s aegis are not readily avail-
able as it is an operational matter for the agencies themselves and my Department does not routinely
compile or hold this information. I am referring the Deputy’s question to the relevant agencies
including the Health Service Executive for its attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

545. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Health the value per Government agency of
contracts issued outsourcing IT services for 2010 and 2011; of those contracts issued, the number of
sub-contracts and sub-sub-contracts issued as a condition of the original contract issued and if the
information will be broken down on a per contract basis per government agency. [18178/11]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): The Department of Children and Youth Affairs was
established on 2nd June and has not issued any contracts outsourcing IT services. Contracts issued
by bodies under the aegis of the Department are a matter for those agencies, and I will request that
they reply directly to the Deputy.

546. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if she will provide the following
information regarding each of the State agencies (details supplied), namely, the total number of staff
and their respective job titles; the total number of board members and their respective remuneration
packages; the total annual wage bill for each agency and the total annual amount of central funding
provided to each agency [18186/11]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): There are four categories of fees payable to chair-
persons and directors of Non-Commercial State Agencies. The applicable category is determined by
the salary of the CEO of the body relative to certain Civil Service salary scales. In addition, the “one
person one salary” principle provides that as a general rule public servants acting as chairpersons or
directors of state-sponsored bodies do not receive additional remuneration for undertaking such
duties.

With effect from 1st January 2010 the new rates currently are:

Category Chair Director

1 €29,888 €14,963

2 €20,520 €11,970

3 €11,970 €7,695

4 €8,978 €5,985

My Department does not routinely record the job titles of each member of staff in the Non Commer-
cial State Agencies. The number of Whole Time Equivalent (WTE) staff employed in the agencies
is collated on a quarterly basis. The most recently available information, which relates to 31st March
2011 is provided in the table below. The proportion of agency funding allocated to payroll is not
readily available. However, I have asked the agencies in question to supply this information directly
to the Deputy.
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[Deputy James Reilly.]

Board Total Number of Remuneration Staffing level Funding €000
Members (WTE)

Food Safety Authority of Ireland 10 Category 3 77.54 16,556

Health Service Executive 11 Category 1 105,410* 13,794,487

Health Information and Quality 12 Category 2 150.7 11,700
Authority

Health Insurance Authority 4 Category 4 8.58 Self funded

Health Research Board 10 Category 3 71.5 32,271

Irish Blood Transfusion Service 12 Category 3 547.91 Self funded

Medical Council 24 Category 3 52.5 Self funded

Irish Medicines Board 9 N\A 259.93 3,250

Mental Health Commission 13 Category 3 38.72 15,000

National Cancer Registry 7 N\A 52.4 2,826

National Cancer Screening Services Dissolved and
Board subsumed into

HSE 1st April
2010

National Council on Ageing and Dissolved and
Older People subsumed into

Department of
Health 1st
September 2009

National Treatment Purchase Fund 8 Category 3 46.6 85,587

Office of Tobacco Control Dissolved and
subsumed into
HSE 1st
January 2011

Postgraduate Medical and Dental Dissolved and
Board subsumed into

HSE 1st
January 2009

VHI 12 N\A 931.65 Commercial State
Agency

Women’s Health Council Dissolved and
subsumed into
Department of
Health 1st
October 2009

*31st May 2011

Civil Service Staff

547. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if he will list each of the primary
grades within the following public sectors (details supplied); the grades within primary grades for
example engineer grade 1, grade 2 grade 3; the corresponding pay for each primary grade and also
each grade within a grade as explained. [18197/11]

Minister for Health (Deputy James Reilly): These Scales are available on my Department’s website
at http://www.dohc.ie/publications/?year=2010.

Road Safety

548. Deputy Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport if there
is a checklist for the public to pre-ascertain the roadworthiness of their vehicle in advance of sched-
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uled national car test; if his attention has been drawn to the growing public concern regarding the
NCT testing process with more persons highlighting NCT failures that do not stand-up when re-
referred to the vehicles service garage or mechanic in preparation for second presentation to the
NCT process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17095/11]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Road Safety Auth-
ority Act 2006 (Conferral of Functions) Order 2006 (S.I. No. 477 of 2006) the Road Safety Authority
has responsibility for the delivery of the National Car Test.

The RSA has overall responsibility for the operation, oversight, development, quality assurance
and delivery of vehicle testing arrangements. The testing function is carried out by Applus+, since
January 2010, under a contractual arrangement with the RSA. Award of the contract for carrying
out the NCT and the criteria applying thereto is a matter for the RSA.

The NCT Contractor provides a leaflet to customers containing advice on preparing for the NCT.
This leaflet and the five most common causes for failure in the previous year are available on the
NCT website www.ncts.ie The NCT Manual which sets out full details of the test requirements is
available to download from the NCTS website or at www.rsa.ie

In 2010 less than 0.1% of tests received a complaint and customer service surveys undertaken this
year shows that over 83% of respondents expressed satisfaction with the service.

A person who is of the view that they were incorrectly refused an NCT certificate has the right to
appeal the decision. The NCT grievance process consists of 3 stages; through the NCTS internal
appeals process, through the independent appeals procedure operated by the Automobile Association
(AA) and lastly by appeal to the District Court. In 2010 the independent appeals board received 21
appeals in relation to the test outcome of the 893,000 tests that were completed by NCTS. Seventeen
of these appeals were rejected with 4 being upheld.

Should the Deputy have information or concern regarding vehicles that failed the NCT, details of
the vehicles, including registration numbers, should be forwarded to the RSA which will arrange to
have the issues investigated.

Departmental Functions

549. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport if he will give
consideration to hosting a State reception for Rory McIlroy and his family on his return from the
United States to mark the tremendous success that he has brought to this country with his sporting
achievements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17170/11]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Deputy will be pleased
to hear that senior Departmental officials have been in contact with Mr McIlroy to see if a reception
could be arranged.

Taxi Regulations

550. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport if he will
provide an update on the review of the taxi industry [17007/11]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Earlier this month I set out
the terms of reference for the taxi regulation review in line with the commitment in the Programme
for Government. The review will address a wide range of issues relating to the taxi sector and will
allow for consultation with all the stakeholders, including the taxi industry and consumers.

On Friday last, I made a further announcement concerning the membership of the review Steering
Group and I invited submissions to be made on the review.
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Ministerial Responsibilities

551. Deputy Nicky McFadden asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport the specific
roles and responsibilities of the Ministers of State in his Department. [17059/11]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Ministers and Secretaries
(Amendment) (No. 2) Act 1977 sets out the statutory framework within which powers are delegated
to Ministers of State. Under the relevant legislation, the powers of Ministers of State are subject to
the superintendence of a Minister of Government and can be revoked at any time.

The following extracts are particularly relevant:

• (d) every statutory power and duty delegated by the delegation shall be exercisable and perfor-
med by such Minister of State in his own name but subject to the general superintendence and
control of the Minister of the Government on whose request it was made and subject to any
conditions or restrictions stated in the delegation,

• (e) every statutory power or duty delegated by the delegation shall, notwithstanding the del-
egation, continue to be vested in the Minister of the Government on whose request the del-
egation was made but shall be so vested concurrently with such Minister of State and so as to
be capable of being exercised or performed by either such Minister of the Government or such
Minister of State, and

• (f) the delegation shall not remove or derogate from the responsibility of the Minister of the
Government on whose request it was made to Dáil Éireann or as a member of the Government
for the exercise or performance of the statutory powers and duties thereby delegated.

I am aided in my duties by Ministers of State Michael Ring and Alan Kelly.

Minister of State Michael Ring has responsibility in the areas of tourism and sport with a particular
focus on:

• Domestic tourism, marketing, and the Home Holiday campaign.

• Sports tourism events.

• Cultural tourism, festivals and other tourism-generating events.

• The Sports Capital Programme.

• The National Sports Facility Strategy.

• Engagement with the Irish Sports Council and Local Sports Partnerships on promoting partici-
pation in sport, recreation and physical activity.

• Chairing the High Level Co-Ordinating Group which is identifying opportunities that might
arise from the proximity of the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games.

• The European agenda on sport, including attendance at Council of Ministers when sports
issues are discussed.

Minister of State Kelly has responsibility in the areas of public transport, commuting and sustainability
functions with a particular focus upon:

• Real Time Passenger Information and Integrated Ticketing.

• Rural Transport policy including the pursuit of integration with other local transport services
in line with the Programme for Government commitment.

• The Review of taxi regulation and organisation of the Taxi Forum in line with Programme
for Government commitments.

• Responsibility for the National Sustainable Travel Office.

• Overseeing Smarter Travel initiatives.
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• Re-establishing the NTA Advisory Council.

• Integration between land use planning strategies and transport strategies.

• Promotion of cycling and walking, workplace travel planning including the roll out of the city
bike schemes as per the programme for government.

• Accessibility issues in public transport.

• Railway Safety Commission.

• He will also be invovled and consulted on all ministerial decisions with regard to CIE
(including the CIE companies) and the National Transport Authority (NTA).

Both Ministers have the following general responsibilities:

• To provide support to me, as required, in the exercise of my functions across the Department
including in relation to Oireachtas business, international commitments and attendance at
public events.

• Representation on the appropriate Cabinet sub committees. In the case of Minister Kelly this
includes attendance at the Cabinet sub-committees on Economic Infrastructure and Climate
Change.

• To answer parliamentary questions in the areas to which they have been assigned specific
responsibility.

Rail Network

552. Deputy Peter Mathews asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport his views on
Irish Rails decision to replace all directly employed labour in the engineering functions with British
contracting firms to carry out all Irish State funded capital work; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [17122/11]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The issue raised is an oper-
ational matter for Iarnród Éireann. I have referred the Deputy’s question to the company for direct
reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

Rail Services

553. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport if he has received
a response from Irish Rail to his most recent communication requesting them to consider the re-
opening of the Limerick to Foynes line for rail freight; if Irish Rail believe that, with the Shannon
Foynes Port Company, if a viable business case exists to re open the line and the funding that would
be available for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17191/11]

558. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport if he has
received a response from Irish Rail to his correspondence asking them to consider the re-opening of
the Limerick to Foynes line for rail freight; his views that, with the Shannon Foynes Port Company,
a viable business case exists to reopen the line and the funding that may be available. [17469/11]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions
Nos. 553 and 558 together.

Decisions relating to the re-opening of rail lines are a matter for Iarnród Eireann in the first
instance. The company has advised me that it continues to engage with the Port Company and
potential customers, to establish if a viable commercial case exists to reopen the line. Iarnród Eireann
is keen to ensure that the zinc from Pallas Green can be moved by rail to whichever port it is
ultimately exported from.
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[Deputy Leo Varadkar.]

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport my responsibility is for policy and overall funding
in relation to public transport. Decisions in relation to transport projects will be taken in the context
of the Capital Review, which is currently underway.

Given the difficult financial situation the first priority will be to ensure funding to protect and
maintain existing investments and to maintain high safety standards. This of necessity will restrict the
funding for new projects with only those offering the highest return and which contribute to overall
economic and transport objectives and, are affordable, having any chance of being prioritised. Iarnrod
Eireann have made a submission to the Department regarding their priorities for funding under the
transport capital programme and final decisions will be made in the context of the new National
Development Plan to be published in the Autumn.

Rail Network

554. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport if existing legislation
allows a third party to purchase or lease existing mothballed or redundant railway lines from Iarnroid
Eireann/C.I.E.; and if not if he will consider introducing legislation to allow new operators to take
over such lines. [17192/11]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I have not yet considered
proposals to introduce legislation regarding alternative operators taking over existing or redundant
railway lines.

The purchase or lease of existing or redundant railway lines is a matter for CIE. I have referred
the Deputy’s question to CIE for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive
a reply within ten working days.

Road Network

555. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport his plans to
include the Bonagee link road in Letterkenny, County Donegal, within a National Roads Authority
strategy document; and if not, the reason for its exclusion; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [17227/11]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for Transport, I
have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the national roads programme. The
planning, design and implementation of individual national road projects is a matter for the National
Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction with the local authorities
concerned. Within its capital budget, the assessment and prioritisation of individual projects is a
matter in the first instance for the NRA in accordance with section 19 of the Roads Act. Noting the
above position, I have referred the Deputy’s questions to the NRA for direct reply. Please advise
my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10 working days.

Ministerial Travel

556. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport the rate of travel
expense that is mileage paid for use of his private cars; the rate of subsistence payments and any
other allowances available to him and his Ministers of State in the course if their appointment; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [17247/11]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The following table shows the
private car rates payable to Ministers/Ministers of State.

Rates per Kilometres
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Official Motor Engine Capacity up to Engine Capacity Engine Capacity Engine Capacity
Travel in a calendar 1200cc 1201cc to 1500cc 1501cc to 2000cc 2001cc and over

year

Up to 6437km 39.12 cent 46.25 cent 59.07 cent 70.89 cent

6438km and over 21.22 cent 23.62 cent 28.46 cent 34.15 cent

The current subsistence allowance for domestic travel for Ministers is €72.66 (i.e. half the civil service
Class A overnight rate of €108.99, increased by one-third). As normally applies, the day rates applic-
able are the Class A day rates effective from 5 March 2009. Ministers and Ministers of State may
also claim the vouched cost of a hotel room (including tax and up to 15% service charge). The
payment of subsistence to Ministers is on the same basis as that payable to civil servants.

Where Ministers travel abroad or to Northern Ireland they may claim the following. The vouched
cost of a hotel room and up to 15% service charge plus the Class A civil service conference rate
increased by 1/3, with the exception of the USA and Canada, where it increased by 1/2.

In relation to other allowances, I and my Ministers of State also receive the Ministerial rate of the
Parliamentary Standard Allowance (PSA), details of which are published on the Oireachtas website,
along with a secretarial allowance which is available to TD’s and Senators.

The PSA for Ministers is lower than that for TDs and Senators as the Department provides us
with phones. I have availed of the fully vouched option with regard to the PSA.

Port Development

557. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport if he will clarify
the position regarding the announcement from Dublin Port Company concerning the company’s new
masterplan and noting his media welcome of the masterplan; if he will outline his support for same;
if he has or will enter into discussion with local Government TDs who are openly and publicly
campaigning at local level against the plan and frustrating Dublin Ports attempt at public consultation;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17294/11]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As mentioned in the Deputy’s
question, I have previously welcomed the initiative Dublin Port Company has taken to develop a
masterplan for the future development of the port over a 20-30 year timeframe.

It is in line with international best practice for the long term planning of port infrastructure and is
consistent with efforts to improve integrated transport planning more generally. It is also an important
method for facilitating the engagement of local communities and other stakeholders in the long term
planning of the port.

The Company has held a comprehensive public consultation on the masterplan, including a number
of public events. I have urged all stakeholders to participate in the process.

The issues paper published by the Company for consultative purposes raised a number of differ-
ent options for consideration. Understandably different opinions exist on the future development
of the port. A critical part of the masterplan process is to allow full participation of all stakeholders,
so that their views can be taken account of by the company when finalising the masterplan later
this year. I have not stated support for any of the particular options proposed. I have welcomed
the process and the concept of the longterm masterplanning of ports.

The port company has the very challenging task of fulfilling its statutory mandate to develop
the country’s primary maritime gateway in a way that minimises the environmental impact and
maximises the benefits for the city and country as a whole. I believe that it is possible to strike
that balance, and the masterplan will be an important step in that process.
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Question No. 558 answered with Question No. 553.

Road Safety

559. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport his plans
to carry out a road safety impact study to assess the impact of the school transport cuts and
the possibility of children having to walk to school or the increase in traffic at the junctions in
an area (details supplied) in County Donegal. [17474/11]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Any study on the pos-
sible impact of changes in the school transport system on local traffic volume and safety such
as that referred to by the Deputy would be a matter for the appropriate local authority, in this
case Donegal County Council. I would suggest that the Deputy raise the matter with them. As
the school transport services comes under the remit of the Department of Education and Skills,
the Deputy may wish to suggest to the County Council that they should liaise with that Depart-
ment, should they wish to conduct a study.

Sports Capital Programme

560. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport the
number of sport capital grants awarded in 2005, 2006 and 2007; the number of these grants that
have yet to be drawn down; the amount of these grants; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [17476/11]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under the Sports Capital
Programme, which is administered by the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, and
part funded from the proceeds of the National Lottery, funding is allocated to sporting and
community organisations at local, regional and national level throughout the country.

The information requested by the Deputy is set out in the following table.

Year Number of Amount allocated Number yet to be Amount yet to be drawn down
Allocations made fully drawn down (Approx)

2005 659 €66.234m 129 €8.4m

2006 859 €91.836m 193 €14m

2007 935 €85m 288 €19m

Salvage Regulations

561. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport if the State
as registered owner of a vessel can prohibit salvage of that vessel even when an insurance claim
has been submitted and paid. [17523/11]

562. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport the person
that determines whether or not a salvage payment is due to a salvor; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [17524/11]

563. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport if it is possible
for a receiver of wreck to return a vessel to its owner without notifying the salvor. [17525/11]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 561 to 563, inclusive, together.
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The Merchant Shipping (Salvage and Wreck) Act 1993 governs Salvage and Wreck issues.
The day to day operation of the Act is the responsibility of the relevant Receiver of Wreck,
who is an official of the Revenue Commissioners (Customs). Salvage services for a state owned
vessel are regulated in law in the same manner as other vessels. Under Section 32 of the
Merchant Shipping (Salvage and Wreck) Act, 1993, the owner, including the State, of a vessel,
may prohibit its salvage. However the circumstances of this individual case are not known to
me so I cannot comment on any insurance implications.

In general, depending on the individual case involved, the Receiver of Wreck, and/or an
arbitrator, or the High Court, will determine whether or not payment is due to a salvor, and,
if payment should be made, the amount and basis for such payment in relation to salvage
operations carried out. In the case of a wreck which has been found and delivered to the
Receiver of Wreck, the Receiver will restore the wreck to its owner, but not before payment
of any salvage costs due. Any party not satisfied with the decision of the Receiver may seek to
have the matter decided by an arbitrator or the High Court.

Since the Receiver of Wreck deals with the payment of salvage costs, the salvor should be
aware of the return of the vessel to its owner. However as the current legislation stands, there
is no legal obligation on the Receiver of Wreck to inform the salvor of the return of a vessel
to its owner.

Road Network

564. Deputy Arthur Spring asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport when the
bypass for Macroom, County Cork, will commence in view of the fact that the delay caused by
having to travel through the centre of town is a serious deterrent for business having to trans-
port goods between Cork and County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [17549/11]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As Minister for Trans-
port, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the national roads prog-
ramme . The construction, improvement and maintenance of individual national roads, is a
matter for the National Roads Authority under the Roads Acts 1993 to 2007 in conjunction
with the local authorities concerned. Noting this, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the
NRA for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you don’t receive a reply within 10
working days.

Rail Services

565. Deputy Derek Keating asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport his views
on a matter (details supplied) regarding a service; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [17557/11]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Operational matters
relating to Luas services are a matter for the Railway Procurement Agency (RPA). I have
referred the Deputy’s question to the RPA for direct reply. Please advise my private office if
you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

Departmental Agencies

566. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport if
the Railway Procurement Agency and the National Roads Authority are to be merged; if so,
the timeframe for the merger; when the process will be carried out; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [17567/11]
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Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am currently finalising
proposals for the merger of the National Roads Authority (NRA) and the Railway Procure-
ment Agency (RPA). A public consultation on the proposal closed at the end of May 2011 and
my Department is currently examining the submissions made as part of that consultation pro-
cess with a view to submitting proposals to Government. It is envisaged that implementation
of the merger would take a period of at least 12 to 18 months following a Government decision
to proceed and depending on the time required to secure Oireachtas approval for the neces-
sary legislation.

567. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport the
way the skilled professionals of the Railway Procurement Agency will be integrated into the
National Roads Authority if the proposed merger between the two agencies goes ahead; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [17568/11]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to have these
issues relating to the merger of the National Roads Authority and the Railway Procurement
Agency examined by a merger implementation team drawn from both bodies. I do not wish to
anticipate the outcome of the work to be undertaken by the yet to be established implemen-
tation team.

568. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport the
way salaries and conditions of staff will be protected if the proposed merger between the
Railway Procurement Agency and the National Roads authority goes ahead; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [17569/11]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to have these
issues relating to merging the National Roads Authority and the Railway Procurement Agency
examined by a merger implementation team that will be drawn from both bodies. I do not
wish to anticipate the outcome of the work to be undertaken by the yet to be established
implementation team.

569. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport the
way the critical work of the Railway Procurement Agency including overseeing the LUAS
system, planning of new LUAS infrastructure and Metro will be prioritised and carried out in
the context of the proposal to merge the RPA with the NRA; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [17570/11]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Overseeing the LUAS
system, planning of new LUAS infrastructure and Metro will be undertaken by the new merged
body as determined by the management structure put in place after the merger is implemented.
This will be an operational function of the merged body.

570. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport if
staff at the Railway Procurement Agency and the National Roads Authority and their represen-
tatives including the Transport and Salaried Staffs Association have been consulted in any
way on the proposed merger of the two agencies; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [17571/11]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): During the work of
the Steering Group on the merger of the National Roads Authority (NRA) and the Railway
Procurement Agency (RPA) which reported in October 2010, and which included both CEOs
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and another board member from each organisation, minutes of the Steering group meetings
were circulated to staff of both the NRA and the RPA. I have held a public consultation on
the Regulatory Impact of the proposed merger of the NRA and RPA which closed on 24th
May 2011. Submissions were received from staff interests. A meeting was also held with my
officials and a representative of SIPTU in August 2010.

Public Transport

571. Deputy John Lyons asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport if any public
transport price increases are planned or under consideration; when decisions on any price
increases are likely; the impact he envisages these increased costs having on passenger numbers;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17585/11]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The recently published
CIE accounts for 2010 showed a deficit of €53.597m for 2010. Within the context of such figures,
and the fact that the state subvention to public transport providers will decrease significantly
over the next number of years, I highlighted in public comment that the CIE companies will
be required to look at further cost savings, service rationalisation and fare increases. Cost
cutting should take precedence over fare increases and service reductions but fare increases
and service reductions will be inevitable if costs cannot be reduced sufficiently. I will communi-
cate same to the newly appointed chairs of the CIE companies when I present them with their
letters of mandate in the coming days.

Of course, any proposal by the CIÉ companies to vary bus or rail passenger fares requires
the approval of the National Transport Authority (NTA), as part of its independent statutory
mandate and the exercise of its powers to enter into public service contracts with the compan-
ies. I do not anticipate any fare increases in this calendar year. Fare increases do not require
ministerial approval.

Departmental Funding

572. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport when he will
be allocating money to various councils under the smarter travel scheme [17609/11]

Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Alan Kelly):
Applications due by 22nd June 2011 and recently received from local authorities in respect of
the special 2011 Jobs Initiative Smarter Travel Funding package are currently under consider-
ation within my Department. Examination of the applications is receiving priority within the
Department and I expect that approvals for projects will issue in the very near future.

Consultancy Contracts

573. Deputy Regina Doherty asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport the value
per Government agency of contracts issued outsourcing IT services for 2010 and 2011; of those
contracts issued, the number of sub-contracts and sub-sub-contracts issued as a condition of
the original contract issued and if the information will be broken down on a per contract basis
per government agency. [18182/11]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The information
requested by the deputy is a matter for the agencies themselves. I have forwarded the Deputy’s
question to the state agencies under my Department’s aegis. If the Deputy does not receive a
reply from the agencies within ten working days, please advise my private office.
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Departmental Agencies

574. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport if
he will provide the following information regarding each of the State agencies (details
supplied), namely, the total number of staff and their respective job titles; the total number of
board members and their respective remuneration packages; the total annual wage bill for each
agency and the total annual amount of central funding provided to each agency. [18193/11]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The details in respect of
salary costs, employment numbers and Directors fees can be found in the Annual Report of
each agency.

In relation to central funding provided to each agency, details can be found in two publi-
cations — the Revised Estimates Volume for Public Service Expenditure (REV) and the
Appropriation Accounts. The REV sets out the estimated expenditure for the current year and
the provisional outturn for the previous year and is usually presented to the Dáil and published
early in the year. The Appropriation Account sets out the Department’s previous year’s actual
spend alongside the final estimate and is usually published in August. The Table below lists
the Agencies which are currently funded by my Department.

CIE Group

Railway Safety Commission

Railway Procurement Agency

National Roads Authority

National Transport Authority

Road Safety Authority

Medical Bureau of Road Safety

Marine Casualty Investigation Board

Failte Ireland

Tourism Ireland Limited

Shannon Free Airport Development Company Limited

Irish Sports Council

National Sports Campus

Business Expansion Projects

575. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport if he
will provide details of any possible sources of loan finance from European sources including
the European Investment Bank in respect of small and medium enterprises here wishing to
undertake business expansion projects; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[18202/11]

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department does
not have recourse to any European sources of loan finance in respect of small and medium
enterprises wishing to undertake business expansion projects.
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