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DÁIL ÉIREANN

————

Dé Máirt, 20 Aibreán 2010.
Tuesday, 20 April 2010.

————

Chuaigh an Ceann Comhairle i gceannas ar 2.30 p.m.

————

Paidir.
Prayer.

————

Ceisteanna — Questions.

————

International Financial Services Centre.

1. Deputy Liz McManus asked the Taoiseach the way he will fully support the creation of the
proposed green IFSC; the details of the plan; the role his Department will take in conducting a
feasibility study; the timeframe for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[3427/10]

2. Deputy Enda Kenny asked the Taoiseach the role his Department is playing in overseeing
the International Financial Services Centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[4599/10]

3. Deputy Eamon Gilmore asked the Taoiseach the role his Department plays regarding the
supervision of the International Financial Services Centre; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [6732/10]

4. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Taoiseach his role and that of his Department
regarding the International Financial Services Centre; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [11526/10]

The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 1 to 4, inclusive, together.

As I stated in the House on 1 December last, my Department has supported the international
financial services industry in Ireland since the establishment of the IFSC in 1987 by providing
a forum for the exchange of views and the co-ordination of effort through the mechanism of
the IFSC Clearing House Group, supported by working groups in the areas of banking and
treasury, funds, insurance, pensions and a task force on asset management. The Clearing House
Group identifies and considers issues of major concern to the long-term development of the
international financial services industry in Ireland. These issues include the strategic develop-
ment of new business areas and opportunities as well as the progress of relevant legislation,
and it identifies, from time to time, the need for responsibility to be assigned for overseeing
and reporting to the Government on any appropriate initiatives in this area.

Since its establishment in 1993, the Clearing House Group has been chaired by the Secretary
General of my Department and its membership includes representatives of industry associ-
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ations and of prominent figures from the international financial services industry. There are
also representatives from my Department, the Department of Finance, the Department of
Enterprise, Trade and Employment, the Financial Regulator, IDA Ireland, Enterprise Ireland,
the Revenue Commissioners and the Stock Exchange.

The spread of membership of the IFSC Clearing House Group and the IFSC working groups
enables issues to be discussed in an open way which reflects a wide range of experience and
expertise so that opportunities to develop sustainable business and employment in the various
sectors of the international financial services industry can be achieved. It is estimated the
industry employs 25,000 people directly and an additional 2,500 indirectly, while contributing
€642 million in tax revenue to the Exchequer in 2009. This figure for tax revenue refers only
to companies who were within the original IFSC tax regime and does not cover international
financial services companies that commenced trading after 2002.

The Clearing House Group does not deal with issues relating to individual enterprises or
institutions, and it does not supervise or oversee the industry — that is a matter for the Finan-
cial Regulator exercising his independent functions. In the context of its role in identifying
development opportunities, the Clearing House Group has responded to the report of the high
level group on green enterprise, which was published in November 2009 and identified the
significant contribution that the development of the green economy can make to restoring our
economy. The report stated that potential exists to develop a green IFSC cluster and brand
incorporating green investment vehicles, the administration of funds managed under green
principles and carbon trading and associated professional services.

The IFSC banking and treasury group, which operates under the aegis of my Department,
has begun a feasibility study into the launching of a green finance initiative within the IFSC.
The concept of a green IFSC would incorporate a centre of excellence specialising in the
provision of financial, professional and administrative services to the global climate change
sector. It is hoped that this study, which is receiving support from the various industry associ-
ations, professional firms, IDA Ireland and Enterprise Ireland, will be completed by the end
of June of this year, when its recommendations will be presented to the IFSC Clearing House
Group for consideration of future action.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: I want to ask the Taoiseach specifically about the proposal for a
green IFSC, to which he referred, which was contained in the report of the high level action
group on green enterprise which was published last December. Launching that report, both the
Taoiseach and the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources said that of
the order of 20,000 jobs could be created over the five to ten years from the establishment of
a green IFSC, which would be very welcome.

The Minister, Deputy Eamon Ryan, when launching the report, said that a project team
would be established early in the new year to progress the idea of the green IFSC. He also
said the green IFSC project would be rolled out over the middle to the end of 2010. Has the
project team been established, who is on it, when will it report and is it still the intention that
the green IFSC project will be rolled out from the middle to the end of the year?

The Taoiseach: As I have explained, the first issue is to undertake a feasibility study to work
up this project and to then come in June with the recommendations which will be presented
to the IFSC Clearing House Group. That is in place at present and the study, which is receiving
support from the various industry associations, IDA Ireland and Enterprise Ireland, will be
completed by the end of June, which is the first phase in coming forward and making this
a reality.
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Deputy Eamon Gilmore: That is a lot more ambiguous and long term than the statements
about this made by the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources and the
Taoiseach himself in December. The Taoiseach is now saying a feasibility study is being done.
I would have thought the study would already have been done if it was in the report of the
high level action group on green enterprise when it was announced. It appeared much firmer
then compared to what the Taoiseach is now saying. Is he now saying that the idea of a green
IFSC is still at the conceptual stage and that its feasibility is still subject to examination?

The Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources was clear about this. He
said it was planned to create a project team to develop the initiative early in the new year.
There was no mention of feasibility; this was to progress it and a project team was to be set up
early in 2010 and the project would be rolled out over the middle to end of next year. From
what the Taoiseach is saying now, there is no project and all that is happening is that a group
in the Department of the Taoiseach is looking at the feasibility of the idea and it will in turn
report back to the clearing house for the IFSC.

The Taoiseach: The Deputy is engaging in semantics. The IFSC banking and treasury group
has begun work on bringing this about. We are talking about a report that examines the poten-
tial that exists to develop a green IFSC cluster and brand, incorporating green investment
vehicles, with the administration of funds managed under green principles, and carbon trading
and associated professional services. Launching a green finance initiative within the IFSC is
now the job being undertaken by this group. It is not within my Department; there are many
professionals involved from the banking and treasury sections of the clearing house mechanism,
along with the IDA and Enterprise Ireland. The fact that we will have it by June of this year
indicates the priority we have given to it.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: When will we see the first green IFSC job or enterprise?

The Taoiseach: When the group reports to the Clearing House Group for consideration
about the future action that will take place as a result. The work must be done. The potential
for this initiative was outlined in the report the Deputy mentioned. Work for future action is
now being prepared and put in place and those involved are going about it in a systematic and
professional way.

Deputy Enda Kenny: How many people are employed in the IFSC? How much more com-
petitive would a green IFSC be over the current arrangement?

The Taoiseach: Around 25,000 people are employed directly in the IFSC. It has been a very
important project that has been resilient, even in the context of the recession and the difficulties
in financial services. Employment has been maintained at that level, which is testimony to its
resilience and the diverse nature of the work that goes on there.

The idea of a green IFSC within the context of what we already have was the subject of a
report that has been brought forward by the group, chaired by Mr. Harford, and one of the
subcommittees of the Clearing House Group is now examining how the idea could be
developed in the context of developing a cluster and brand incorporating green investment
vehicles, with the administration of funds managed under green principles, and carbon trading
and associated professional services. It is seen to be an area for potential that must be explored
and exploited.

Deputy Enda Kenny: The Taoiseach rightly speaks of the 25,000 employed there, the resili-
ence of the sector and the difficulties in the financial services area. When the Taoiseach was
Minister for Finance he oversaw the light touch regulation structure which applies in this coun-
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try. Last year we had some difficulties with the United States in so far as the categorisation of
Ireland was concerned. Some people considered the terms laid out for Ireland’s being a centre
for international financial services meant that in the eyes of certain people it was deemed to
be a tax haven. The Government rightly did some work to get the matter cleared up and to
establish that this country was never deemed to be a tax haven. However, it was and is a
country where light regulation applied — until now.

In that regard, given what is now unfolding, does the Taoiseach consider that the pay-off of
close to €1 million to the former regulator, Mr. Patrick Neary, was justified?

An Ceann Comhairle: That is somewhat——

Deputy Enda Kenny: This is in accordance with the principles set out for the IFSC, where
efficiency, proportionality and all such matters were mentioned by Government. The question
deals with oversight of the banking sector. The internationally traded financial services centre
is very important for Ireland. If Ireland is to be seen to be in pristine condition from a financial
services point of view internationally, this matter must be addressed, clearly and with decis-
iveness, by strong government. It is a question concerning which I would like to know the views
of the Taoiseach.

The Taoiseach: I am here to reply to questions laid down that relate to the International
Financial Services Centre. If the Deputy has any other questions to table regarding any other
matters he is entitled to do so.

The Financial Regulator has always operated within the framework of EU and domestic law
in approving relevant enterprises and products in the IFSC and regulating their operation.
Robust financial regulation is an essential element in maintaining the competitiveness of the
economy and it contributes to the sustainability of the financial services centre. The regulator
must evaluate innovations in the industry, in terms of both products and entities, effectively
and efficiently with regard to timeliness, cost and clarity.

Over the years, the clearing house group has provided a forum in which financial regulation,
in its broad sense of supporting a credible and reputable international financial services centre,
has been affirmed repeatedly. The significance of regulation for international financial services
has long been recognised. It is important to point out that the IFSC operates under the same
regulation as other financial services centres in Europe, under European directives, etc. There
is no difference. We are not different in any way. The supervisory regime that applies to
practically all IFSC activities is based, ultimately, on EU regulatory directives. The same regu-
latory regime that applies to the financial sector elsewhere throughout the EU applies equally
to the IFSC in this respect. These directives cover the full range of supervisory tools, including
the authorisation of financial institutions, the application of regulatory rules and responses,
enforcement, etc.

Deputy Enda Kenny: The Taoiseach said the regulator has always operated within EU
directives and according to domestic law. If that is the case, how can he stand over a situation
where the regulator oversaw a €2.8 billion loss in the Irish Nationwide Building Society last
year alone? That was bigger than the accumulated profits of the entire——

An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Kenny, even allowing for latitude, this is drifting. You must
submit a separate parliamentary question on the matter.

Deputy Enda Kenny: I am responding to the Taoiseach’s claim that the regulator always
operated within Irish law.
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An Ceann Comhairle: Ar aghaidh leat.

Deputy Enda Kenny: Go raibh maith agat. If it is the case that the regulator operated within
Irish law, then the Taoiseach when he was Minister for Finance and his predecessor as
Taoiseach oversaw a situation where there was no regulation. For that level of incompetence
a pay-off of almost €1 million was paid to the regulator when he left. Is that justified? How
can we say that we are operating within proper Irish law if, for example, the Irish Nationwide
Building Society accumulated losses of €2.8 billion last year alone?

If we are serious about this — and Deputy Cowen in his capacity as Taoiseach will want to
be seen in a position where the country is run properly — there is no reason for our having a
confined inquiry into the banking sector. The material that is emerging now is truly appalling.
It all happened under light touch regulation. The Taoiseach and his predecessor were Ministers
for Finance for part of this time.

Does the Taoiseach consider that the supervisory role of the previous regulator under Irish
law was simply non-existent and has resulted in an appalling economic catastrophe for hundreds
of thousands of people? In that context, if this Government is serious about its business it
should sort out the issue once and for all. There should be an open-ended inquiry into what
went wrong in the banking sector and the people should know what happened. The Taoiseach
should have no fear about doing this in the interests of our people and country. The banking
and financial services regime should be seen to be above reproach in order to continue to
employ strong numbers and grow in integrity both at home and abroad.

The Taoiseach: The purpose of our action is to ensure a regulatory system that will in future
seek to guarantee what happened in the past will not occur again. The independent regulatory
system passed here by statute did not meet the requirements of the issue and there are now
two reports — one from the Central Bank Governor and one from two eminent persons —
which will come before the House in June this year. They will be debated by the Oireachtas
and arising from that will be the terms of reference for whatever further inquiries will be
necessary arising from that objective assessment. That is how the process should be dealt with.

Deputy Enda Kenny: Does the Taoiseach consider that the pay-off for the previous regulator
was justified? In the interests of following on those reports about the inadequacies of the
regulatory system, does the Taoiseach believe that in everybody’s interest it would be good
for the Government to indicate there will be an open-ended inquiry beyond the September
2008 date?

The Taoiseach: I have set out the position on how the issue will be dealt with. In its first
stage there will be two reports, which have already been commissioned. Arising from that and
a debate in the House we can see what further steps need to be taken regarding a commission
of investigation, etc. That is the Government’s position and it is the best way to deal with
the matter.

The regulator was employed by the board of the Irish Financial Services Regulatory Auth-
ority and in its wisdom it decided to finalise the arrangements with the regulator in that respect.
That is how the issue stands.

Deputy Enda Kenny: It was not justified.

Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin: The Taoiseach spoke at the official opening of the city
research centre on North Wall Quay last September and stated that in planning to establish a
green international services centre, the idea was to build on the existing Irish Financial Services
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Centre infrastructure to attract companies specialising in financial and support services to the
growing international green technology, carbon and renewable energy industries.

In the course of the rest of his address, the Taoiseach indicated that the intention was to
have such development located in tandem with the existing IFSC in the Dublin docklands area.
Has the Government given any consideration to the possibility of locating such a green IFSC
at any one of the number of other credible locations across the country, given the numbers of
university and institutes of technology centres around the State? There is an unquestionably
sufficient case to be made for Ireland to be to the fore in the development of a green IFSC
international image rather than just Dublin.

The Taoiseach should indicate in his response whether he has given consideration to this
proposition and, if not, whether he will do so. One proposal that Sinn Féin put forward in its
Getting Ireland Back to Work paper was the establishment of dedicated business and science
parks, to be linked to institutes of technology and universities in different locations that would
offer on-site agency, financial, banking and enterprise support. Does the Taoiseach agree that
the enterprise agency’s view of the concept of a financial services or science park often is equal
to or reflective of the relationship between a landlord and tenant, that is, it is a plot of ground
on which it can accommodate certain business interests? Does the Taoiseach not agree this is
a particular field that would allow for a more holistic development of the potential of a green
IFSC and that this would have application in a number of sites nationwide? Has the Taoiseach
given consideration to this matter or is it simply assumed that the existing IFSC is the logical
co-location for such a proposition? If he has not done so, would he be prepared to consider this
proposal because many other centres are crying out for such investment and the opportunity to
show their real worth in this regard?

The Taoiseach: Green financial services already is a growth area in the IFSC at present. The
presence in Dublin of international green operations already acts as a catalyst for the indigen-
ous green economy. It is a question of building on what already exists and is about encouraging
more of these activities and building clusters of expertise and high-value jobs. It is important
that indigenous green enterprise should be vibrant. In general, Ireland continually seeks new
areas of opportunity within the financial services industry, both through reinvestments from
existing clients and first-time investments for new entrants. At present, the areas being explored
comprise financial services technology, e-finance and electronic trading, debt capture and pre-
dictive analytics, risk management, service innovation and collaborative research and develop-
ment and pensions and green finance. These are complementary to existing opportunities being
pursued across the IDA’s three main business lines of banking, insurance and investment
management.

This sector is developing all the time and I made the point that the tax revenue figures I
provided refer only to companies that were active within the original IFSC tax regime. It does
not cover international financial service companies that commenced trading after 2002, not all
of which necessarily are located within the Dublin docklands. While there has been an attempt
to accommodate the activity as distinct from the geographic location, in respect of the green
initiative the Government is trying to build on existing advances that are being made at present
within the IFSC area.

Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin: I understand the Taoiseach’s response and where he is com-
ing from on it and can only hope to try to encourage some new thinking in this regard. While
I can understand building on what exists at present, surely there are centres at different
locations around the State that would cry out for the opportunity to demonstrate their potential
to succeed across the entire renewable energies sector. As for the encouragement of job
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creation, the expertise and acumen that has been developed out of the existing IFSC undoubt-
edly is transferable. It is not a case of individuals coming in off the street because they are
trading globally and location is not an absolute requirement in respect of the Dublin docklands
site. I put the proposition to the Taoiseach that there are areas of the country for which such
an investment would make a huge and substantial difference to such a location such as, for
example, anywhere across the institute of technology and university sites in cities and large
towns. I put that proposition to the Taoiseach and ask him not to scotch or dismiss it. It is
worth investigating. Is it not feasible to consider more than one location? In this, we might
open the door for another set of heads and locations to present and show what they can do in
this area.

The Taoiseach: There have been and are instances throughout the country in which financial
companies, perhaps having started in the Dublin area, have moved outside for a whole range
of reasons, including the location of expertise elsewhere in the country, but also for good
business reasons in terms of costs, property costs, etc. There have been instances where this
has happened. The whole idea is to have a growing and expanding industry. It has maintained
high levels of employment despite the obvious problems of recent years in the financial services.

3 o’clock

Even in the Northern Ireland context, there have been opportunities to co-operate with the
Northern Executive. When the present First Minister was its Minister for Finance and I had
that position, we had an initiative in respect of the North-South development of financial

services where certain activities in that industry could be competitively done there
as against here while there are issues here that we can do that they cannot do.
One makes the cake bigger and ensures one can co-locate jobs, not just within

the Republic of Ireland, but North of the Border as well. So there have been instances.

We are all open to trying to identify opportunities in every part of the country for this type
of well-remunerated employment. It is not in any way dismissive of it. It is a question of
building, as the Deputy says, on what is there, but that does not preclude businesses where
they see an opportunity from locating anywhere within the jurisdiction while at the same time
taking the benefits that the IFSC provides in terms of the fiscal regimes, etc. This has been the
case for some time now.

Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions.

5. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Taoiseach the number of staff employed in the Office
of the Director of Public Prosecutions; the areas in which the numbers of staff have increased
or decreased in the DPP office in the past two years; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [5727/10]

6. Deputy Eamon Gilmore asked the Taoiseach the number of staff employed in the Office
of the Director of Public Prosecutions; if he is satisfied that there are sufficient staff to allow
the full and effective discharge of duties by the office; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [12489/10]

7. Deputy Enda Kenny asked the Taoiseach the number of staff employed in the Office of
the Director of Public Prosecutions; the projected cost of this office in 2010; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [12959/10]

The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 5 to 7, inclusive, together.

The number of whole-time equivalent staff employed in the Office of the Director of Public
Prosecutions on 1 April of this year was 195.52 compared with 196.2 on 1 April 2008. During
this period, the number of staff in the directing and solicitors divisions has increased by 5.12
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whole-time equivalents while the number in the administration and policy divisions has
decreased by 5.8. In other words, the director has been able to achieve savings and efficiencies
in the administration of his office so as to preserve front line prosecution services and meet
the increase in his workload over the last two years without having to increase overall staff
numbers.

The recent changes in staff numbers have taken place against a background of the solid
staffing base that was put in place in the director’s office in 2007. Following a review of staffing
requirements at that time, the Minister for Finance approved 28 new permanent posts and one
contract post for the office. Some 21 of these posts were for legal and professional grades,
reflecting the increase in the volume and complexity of the work being under taken by the
office.

A sum of €43.854 million has been provided in the 2010 Revised Estimates to meet the cost
of the office in the current year. My Department’s officials will continue to work with officials
from the director’s office and the Department of Finance to ensure that the necessary resources
continue to be available to the director to enable him to discharge his functions fully and
effectively.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: Is the DPP subject to the circular issued by the Department of
Finance last March, which directed that no vacancy, however arising, could be filled? The
Taoiseach stated that a number of additional solicitors are employed in the DPP’s office. Will
he indicate the number of posts in respect of which the DPP applied for exemptions from the
Department of Finance circular?

The Taoiseach: I am not in possession of such detailed information. I will be obliged to
convey it to the Deputy at a later date. I can inform him that 27 posts were approved in 2007.
I will obtain the other information he is seeking.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: That was in 2007.

The Taoiseach: As already stated, 28 permanent posts were approved. A further contract
post for the office was provided following a review of staffing requirements at that time. I do
not know what was the nature of the original request.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: Everyone would agree that it is important that the Office of the
Director of Public Prosecutions should have available to it the staff that are necessary in order
to ensure that prosecutions are not delayed, that the enforcement of law can be dealt with in
an expeditious manner and that efforts to deal with criminal activity and the resultant legal
cases will not be hindered in any way. Will the Taoiseach indicate whether the required number
of staff is available to the DPP? Will he also indicate whether further vacancies exist and
whether the DPP has requested that these be filled?

The Taoiseach: The information in my possession indicates that the DPP has intimated to
the Department that there are no staffing issues in respect of his office at this time.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: There are no staffing issues.

The Taoiseach: No.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: That is good.
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Deputy Enda Kenny: I did not hear what the Taoiseach said in respect of the cost of the
Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions for 2010. Does that office present a schedule of
work or projected work to his Department in respect of its Vote? Is he satisfied that the DPP
will have sufficient staff to ensure that the office carries out its duties?

Is the Taoiseach in possession of any information relating to the number of cases that put
before the DPP in respect of which he has provided a reason for his decision? In the past the
DPP explained, in respect of a small number of occasions, the reasons he arrived his various
decisions. These were sensitive cases. Does the Taoiseach’s brief in respect of these questions
provide any information in this regard?

The Taoiseach: On the policy issue, the DPP is statutorily independent and the Taoiseach is
not answerable to the Dáil on matters pertaining to the discharge of that officer’s functions.
However, in October 2008 the DPP introduced, on a pilot basis, an initiative whereby he
proposed to give reasons for decisions not to prosecute in respect of offences involving a death
where the alleged offence occurred on or after 22 October of that year. To date, there has only
been a small number of cases which meet this criterion. The nature of these cases was such —
for example, some related to single vehicle road accidents — that there have been very few
requests for reasons relating to decisions not to prosecute. It was originally intended to run the
pilot until 1 January 2010. In light of the insufficient data on which to make a full evaluation,
however, it is now proposed to continue it for a longer period before publishing such an eval-
uation. That is all the information I have in respect of that matter.

The composition of the Estimate is set out in the Book of Estimates. Most of the information
contained therein would relate to the staffing and administrative costs of the office. Costs would
also arise in respect of barristers and others employed by the office to prosecute cases, etc.

Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh: The Taoiseach indicated that the DPP stated there are no
staffing issues at this time. However, the perception is — perhaps it is incorrect — that there
have been increased delays in the administration of justice and that part of the reason for this
relates to the fact that there are insufficient staff to deal with the both the expanding workload
and the complexity of the cases being undertaken by the DPP. Is the Taoiseach confident there
are sufficient staff in the office to deal with all cases and that the Director of Public Pros-
ecutions does not have to refer some cases to the Garda Síochána to be prepared, as he stated
at a committee here not so long ago, rather than have them dealt with only by the DPP as in
the past, especially in respect of complicated cases? There is a perception that justice is being
delayed because of a lack of staff or resources in the Office of the Director of Public Pros-
ecutions.

The Taoiseach: Different work may be allocated to different people, whether to the Director
of Public Prosecutions, the Garda Síochána or whoever. The important thing is that it is effec-
tively and efficiently done. In fairness, the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions, work-
ing within the budgets it has — all budgets are finite — has been able to increase the number
of front line staff as a result of reorganisations that have taken place. That is to be commended.

I understand there was a higher level of case activity in 2009 than in the previous year. The
2010 Estimate includes additional funding to meet some demand-led pressures in regard to an
increase in the size of awards, etc. Whatever the perception may be, I relay to the House the
information I have from the supplementary briefing material on the question.

Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh: Can the Taoiseach assure the House there is no delay in cases
before the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions due to a resource or a staffing issue?
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The Taoiseach: As I said, like other public service organisations, the Office of the Director
of Public Prosecutions is required to critically examine how it operates and to seek to deliver
greater efficiencies. The DPP has taken steps to achieve these efficiencies without adversely
affecting front line prosecution services. As a result, he has been able to meet an increase in
the volume and complexity of his workload over the past two years without having to increase
overall staff numbers, although, as I said, he has increased the number of front line staff as a
ratio of the total number in his employment. He has intimated to the Department that there
are no staffing issues in regard to his office at this time.

Priority Questions.

————

Ministerial Responsibilities.

56. Deputy Olwyn Enright asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the new
responsibilities allocated to his Department, including details of its responsibility to provide a
cohesive system for unemployment to retraining and jobs; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [15642/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Under the recently
announced changes in ministerial responsibility, the employment and community services prog-
rammes of FÁS are being transferred to my Department, the community services programme
and the rural social scheme are transferring from the Department of Community, Rural and
Gaeltacht Affairs and responsibility for the payment of redundancy and insolvency payments
is transferring from the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment.

The process of transferring functions from one Department to another is carried out by
means of Government orders. Each order needs to be carefully drafted so that all relevant
legislation is listed in the Schedule to the order. The Departments which currently hold the
functions that are being transferred to my Department are fully engaged in this task at present.
The draft orders will need to be finalised and settled in the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel
before they can be brought to Government.

Once this process has been finalised, the Minister for Finance will bring the necessary orders
to Government. At this stage, I cannot give a precise date for the formal transfer of functions
as this depends on a number of factors, including the complexity of the legislation governing
the particular functions. I assure the Deputy that everyone involved in the process, both in my
Department and in the other Departments concerned, is making every effort to complete it at
the earliest possible date and I hope that it can be brought to conclusion within a matter of
weeks. While the primary responsibility for job creation rests with the Department of
Enterprise, Trade and Employment, my Department already has a role in supporting people
from welfare to work. The national employment action plan is the main activation measure
for jobseekers and provides for a systematic engagement of the employment services with
unemployed people.

Overall, the transfer of functions being implemented will facilitate the delivery of a more
effective and streamlined response to the needs of the unemployed. Bringing together, under
the aegis of one Department, the employment services of FÁS, the expertise of its placement
officers and the unemployment services of this Department, as well as the community employ-
ment schemes, job initiative scheme, community services programme and rural social scheme,
will offer significant opportunities to generate synergies, improve efficiency and ultimately
improve service delivery to those availing of these services.
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The existing level of interaction and co-operation with FÁS and the Department of
Enterprise, Trade and Employment will facilitate a seamless transfer of functions when the
necessary orders are finalised and the restructuring will provide for greater cohesion of acti-
vation measures.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Charlie O’Connor): I take this opportunity to wish the Minister
well in his new position.

Deputy Olwyn Enright: I, too, wish the Minister well in his new portfolio.

The Minister’s predecessor, the current Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism, Deputy Mary
Hanafin, indicated that she did not mind being removed from her previous portfolio because
the Department’s policy functions had been removed. I am paraphrasing rather than quoting
the Minister directly but that was the import of her words. Will the Minister confirm that
his Department will continue to have a policy function, specifically in the area of creating
employment opportunities?

The Minister used the word “seamless” in connection with FÁS. No one in the House would
describe FÁS as a seamless organisation. I am concerned by the decision to divide the organis-
ation’s function among three Departments. Will the Minister provide further detail on exactly
how this will work, in particular, on the ground in local FÁS offices? At present, a person
visiting a local office will find the community section and employment officer in the same place
and the training function elsewhere. Will this continue to be the case? While the Director
General of FÁS has ultimate responsibility, will three FÁS officials be answerable to the three
responsible Ministers or will only one official be answerable to all three Ministers?

The Minister stated everything will come together. Will the 59 facilitators operating in the
Department come under the remit of FÁS or continue to operate independently? While we all
want seamless operations, I am not convinced that will be the outcome of the proposed changes.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: Currently, a person who signs on as unemployed signs up for a
payment and then visits his or her local FÁS office seeking activation placements and so forth.
The Department’s aim, which makes a great deal of sense, is to ensure that when a person
visits his or her local social welfare office, the officials who deal with placement will be working
side by side with those dealing with payments. There are two sides to unemployment. While
the income issue is important, we have not stressed the debilitating effect of unemployment on
those affected by it. The objective, therefore, is to have a one-stop-shop.

The Deputy asked whether the Department will have a policymaking role. The Department
will make all policy in this realm. The only policy element being moved elsewhere is the
national social inclusion policy which is transferring, with the family functions, to the Depart-
ment of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs. The Department will continue to feed into
that process, although the lead Department will be the Department of Community, Rural and
Gaeltacht Affairs. Policy on all activation and social welfare issues as well as community
schemes and so forth will be made in my Department.

The Deputy asked how the proposals will work. For years, I have argued that enforced
idleness is not a great policy. We spend €3 billion or €4 billion annually on unemployment
payments and a further €500 million on activation. My Department, rather than two Depart-
ments, will treat this money as one pot. I want to use activation measures to differentiate
between those who are genuinely unemployed and those who may not be genuinely unem-
ployed and use savings arising from this approach to create more activation and opportunities
for people to be gainfully involved in community work and so on. That is the where the big
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change will come about. Having all the money in one place will make a radical difference in
that respect.

Deputy Olwyn Enright: We would all like to see greater activation. It would have been better
if the training section was within the Department itself, but that is for another day.

Will the FÁS staff currently based in local FÁS offices now be placed in local social welfare
offices? If that is the case, will they retain the status of public servant or will they become civil
servants, as they would be in the Department of Social Protection? FÁS staff were supposed
to be moved to Birr, but it was hard to move them, so I do not envy the Minister in trying to
get them to move to social welfare offices around the country.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: The Deputy previously asked who was in charge as long as FÁS
exists. The best analogy on how this can work is with Pobail. The responsibility for this body
was with the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, which I served in a
previous administrative role. However, many different Departments use Pobail to deliver
schemes on their behalf under service level agreements. Similarly, primary responsibility for
corporate governance in FÁS will transfer to the Department of Education and Science, but
there is no difficulty in the short term in having an agreement between my Department and
FÁS to deliver services on a contract basis through activation. Decisions on CE schemes and
so on will not pose insurmountable difficulties. There are good working models on how to
do that.

The Deputy rightly highlighted the next stage, which is the challenge of getting from where
we are to where we would like to be. There are industrial relations issues and we will work on
these gradually. On a practical level, we must have greater interaction between those working
on the payment side of unemployment and the people who are working with deactivation.
After three months, about 60% of people have moved back into employment. After one year,
it has dropped to about 30%. It is at that juncture where we have to try to move people into
some kind of activity rather than having them drawing money for a long time with nothing to
do. One of the big things that genuinely unemployed people complain about is the forced
inactivity. I will try to tackle that problem as quickly as I can.

Tax and Social Welfare Codes.

57. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs his plans to
offset the impact on poor households of the full introduction of the carbon levy; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [15648/10]

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: The Government has announced its intention to introduce a carbon
tax, which will come into effect on heating products from May 2010 and on solid fuels at a date
to be set by commencement order. Before the tax is applied to fuels for home heating, arrange-
ments are being made to assist those most at risk of fuel poverty. In his carbon budget state-
ment, the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government, outlined details of €130
million in funding for insulation, €76 million of which will be used to assist low income families.

The Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources has overarching
responsibility for the energy portfolio and has convened an interdepartmental and inter-agency
group on affordable energy to co-ordinate and drive Government policy in this area. The
interdepartmental and inter-agency group has been asked to draw up an energy affordability
strategy. This strategy will set out existing and future approaches to addressing energy afford-
ability and will have regard both to the impact of the carbon tax on low income households
and the range of supports outlined above in making its recommendations. The group will make
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recommendations on the precise package of measures, including in the area of income support,
that should be put in place to assist those at risk of fuel poverty.

In the meantime, the Department of Social and Family Affairs will continue to assist social
welfare recipients with heating costs both through their basic payments, through the fuel allow-
ance and through the household benefits package of electricity and gas allowances. These
schemes have been improved significantly in recent years.

Additional information not given on the floor of the House.

Proper household insulation is absolutely vital in tackling fuel poverty. Initiatives such as the
warmer homes scheme, operated by Sustainable Energy Ireland, under the aegis of the Depart-
ment of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, have a very valuable role to play in
that regard, as does funding from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government, to improve the quality of existing local authority housing and the housing adap-
tation grants for older people and for people with disabilities. Considerable progress has been
made in this area in recent years.

Deputy Róisín Shortall: I congratulate the Minister on his appointment and I wish him well.
It is an important Department and I hope he has a successful tenure there.

My question was about a vouched fuel scheme that was promised in the budget. To which
fuels will that scheme apply and when will it be announced? In ten days time, the 300,000
families living in fuel poverty will be hit with a double financial whammy. They will lose the
fuel allowance at the end of April and will be at least €20 per week worse off because of that,
but the carbon levy then kicks in the next day. When will the Minister come up with a new
scheme to compensate for the increased cost of the carbon levy and to which fuels will it apply?
Many families will be dependent on that new scheme to get them by and to ensure they have
adequate heating.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: As I said, a group is working on this issue and it is intended that it
will come forward with recommendations. I am more than aware of the time constraints we
face, and I will try to see if we can implement something fast for those who face challenges.
However, I have not been given the proposals yet.

The fuel issue becomes much more critical during the cold winter months than it does just
before summer, but I am aware of the challenge. For those us who have gone from house to
house, a major problem is that of poor insulation, particularly in houses belonging to older
people. Some houses are in poor condition, whether they are local authority houses or privately
owned houses. The ultimate answer to this question is to look at the energy rating of these
houses and at various schemes such as the warmer homes scheme. This goes back to whether
we can activate people to do this work. Some very good work has been done in certain parts
of the country through schemes that provide insulation. This cuts down on the amount of
heating used and means that not only would the carbon levy not have any effect, but it also
means a dramatic cut in the cost of heating by making the houses warmer.

Deputy Róisín Shortall: Whatever about the long term, what will the Minister do in ten days
when poor families lose the fuel allowance and are faced with a huge increase in the cost of
home heating oil? It is cold comfort for those people when the Minister says he is aware of the
challenge and that there is a group working on the issue. That is not acceptable. A scheme was
announced by the Government in December’s budget. The Minister knew then that the carbon
levy was coming in on 1 May and that the fuel allowance was being cut at the end of April.
What will he do for those families in ten days’ time?
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The Minister must come up with a scheme. Does he realise that the cost of home heating oil
increased by 38% last year and by 5% in the last month alone? The Minister has prided himself
on being the voice of rural Ireland. Many low income families in rural Ireland are particularly
dependent on home heating oil. Given the huge increases in the cost of such oil in the last year
and the fact that many low income families will be hit with this double whammy in ten days,
will the Minister do anything to relieve their situation? If he will not do anything, then he is
dreadfully out of touch with what is happening to poor families.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I can assure the Deputy that I am not out of touch with what is
happening with poor families, both in urban and rural areas.

Deputy Róisín Shortall: What is the Minister doing for them?

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: As I said, the interdepartmental agency group has been asked to
draw up an energy affordability strategy. The strategy will set out existing and future
approaches to addressing energy affordability, and will have regard both to the impact of the
carbon tax on low-income households and the range of supports outlined above in making its
recommendations.

Deputy Róisín Shortall: When will we see it?

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I am going to answer the question.

Deputy Róisín Shortall: Tell us when we are going to see it.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: As part of its work the group will make recommendations as to the
precise package of measures, including in the area of income support, that should be put in
place to assist those at risk of fuel poverty, in advance of the implementation of the carbon tax
on home heating products.

Deputy Róisín Shortall: The carbon tax, involving an 8% to 9% increase on home heating
oil, is to be introduced in the next ten days.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: Yes.

Deputy Róisín Shortall: Is the Minister saying that there will be a scheme in place before 1
May to assist those families? It seems incredible that could happen if today he is saying he
does not know the detail of the scheme.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I do not. I said that the group will make recommendations as to the
precise package of measures, including in the area of income support, that should be put in
place to assist those at risk of fuel poverty, in advance of the implementation of the carbon tax
on home heating products.

Deputy Róisín Shortall: Can the Minister give a guarantee that the new scheme will be in
place within the next ten days?

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: The group will make recommendations as to the precise package of
measures, including in the area of income support, that should be put in place to assist those
at risk of fuel poverty, in advance of the implementation of the carbon tax.
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Deputy Róisín Shortall: Perhaps the Minister would answer a straight question. Will there
be a new scheme in place to assist people who are faced with this double whammy of an
increase in the cost of home heating?

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I have answered the question.

Deputy Róisín Shortall: Will there be a scheme in place by 1 May?

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: What I can say to the Deputy is what I have been advised about the
situation. I have not got——

Deputy Róisín Shortall: Will the Minister have a scheme in place to assist low-income
families?

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: The simple answer is that the recommendations are to be made
available before the implementation of the carbon tax. Since I do not have the recom-
mendations, I cannot go beyond that today.

Deputy Róisín Shortall: The Deputy is the Minister for social protection.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: That is correct.

Deputy Róisín Shortall: There are 300,000 families who are in receipt of the fuel allowance.
That will run out because they will have access to the allowance for only one more week. The
following day the carbon levy will become operative. There will be an 8% to 9% increase in
the cost of home heating oil. I am asking the Minister to give an undertaking that the new
scheme to offset the additional financial burden that will be imposed on poor families will be
in place by 1 May. Can the Minister give that guarantee now, as promised earlier?

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: The Deputy is going to learn one thing about me, that is, when I am
ready to make a decision I will make it. Nobody will force me into making a decision before I
am ready. As I said, I have not got the recommendations and therefore I cannot answer the
question at this time. Therefore, the Deputy cannot say whether or not I am going to, because
I have not said so. The Deputy will have to be patient. I am more than concerned, and not
only about this. The big issue, as the Deputy has rightly pointed out, is not the carbon tax,
because the price of home heating oil has gone up way beyond what the carbon tax would have
done. There is a huge issue there, if the Deputy is really concerned about fuel poverty. Even
if there was never a carbon tax — which the Deputy seems to think is the totality of this
challenge — the real problem is lack of insulation in people’s houses. If we are really concerned
about the disadvantaged and about the people who are suffering from fuel poverty, the first
and biggest thing to tackle is——

Deputy Olwyn Enright: That programme is a disaster. The Minister is talking about 12 to 15
years before it comes into operation.

Deputy Róisín Shortall: With respect, the real problem will be obvious on 1 May when people
will not be able to afford to heat their homes. I am asking the Minister, who has responsibility
for social protection, if he has any plans to introduce a new scheme, as promised, which would
be available before the carbon levy comes in on 1 May.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Charlie O’Connor): This is the Minister’s last call.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I know but I just keep repeating myself. The situation is that I will
get a——
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Deputy Róisín Shortall: Clearly the Minister does not know.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I do not. The Deputy has twigged that at last. I have not got the
proposals.

Deputy Róisín Shortall: The Minister is supposed to know what is going on. He is supposed
to take action to protect people from poverty.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: Yes, of course. Is the Deputy aware of how much has the price of
fuel increased since the beginning of the year?

Deputy Róisín Shortall: Oil?

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: Yes.

Deputy Róisín Shortall: It increased by about 6% or 7%, and it will increase by a further
9% next week. I do not know why the Minister is asking me, however, because he is the
Minister and should know the answers to these questions. He should be ready for the introduc-
tion of the carbon tax on 1 May.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I have not got the report from the group, so I cannot make a decision
on something I do not have.

Deputy Róisín Shortall: That question was tabled last week. The Minister is answerable to
this House.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I still have not got the report.

Deputy Róisín Shortall: The Minister should be able to tell us what the arrangements are for
helping poor families who are dependent on him to introduce this scheme, as he promised, to
offset the carbon levy.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: As of today, I have not got the report.

Deputy Róisín Shortall: When will the Minister have it?

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I will have it before the end of the month.

Deputy Róisín Shortall: Will the scheme be in introduced the en, before the carbon levy
comes in?

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I keep telling the Deputy that I am not going to make decisions, on
the hoof, on something I do not have here in the House.

Deputy Róisín Shortall: The Minister promised this, so can he answer “Yes” or “No” to the
question as to whether the new scheme will be operative before the carbon levy is introduced.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I cannot give the Deputy a “Yes” or “No” answer.

Deputy Róisín Shortall: He does not know.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I do not know at this point in time.

Deputy Róisín Shortall: That is disgraceful. He is supposed to be the Minister for social
protection. Clearly, however, he is not providing the protection to those 300,000 families who
depend on him to provide them with protection.
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Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: The Deputy is incorrect. Just because I do not know something
today does not mean that I will not know about it next week. The Deputy is presuming that I
will not know it next week. As of now, however, since I do not have the proposals, I cannot
make a decision on them.

Deputy Róisín Shortall: If the Minister does not have the proposals as of now, how can he
have a new scheme in place in ten days’ time?

Deputy Olwyn Enright: There will have to be a supplementary Estimate.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: That is something about which the Deputy will have to wait and
find out in ten days’ time.

Deputy Róisín Shortall: It is not me, it is the 300,000 families who look to the Minister
for assistance.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: Those who have dealt with me in the past will know that I am very
concerned about these issues. The Labour Party thinks it has a monopoly on bleeding hearts,
but I can assure the Deputy that I am as concerned about it as she is.

Deputy Róisín Shortall: The Minister should kindly refrain from those kind of comments. I
expect him to do his job as a Minister.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I will do my job as a Minister.

Deputy Róisín Shortall: I am expecting him to keep the promises he made to low-income
families that are dependent on him and his Department to provide some kind of assistance for
them in offsetting the additional cost involved in the carbon levy. It is outrageous that he comes
in here ten days before the new scheme is supposed to be in place and tells us that he does not
know whether there will be a scheme, and that he has not got the working group’s report. That
is unacceptable.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Charlie O’Connor): We have given this matter a large amount of
time. I appreciate how important it is, but I am now calling Question No. 58 in the name of
Deputy Olwyn Enright.

Response to Industrial Action.

58. Deputy Olwyn Enright asked the Minister for Social Protection the impact current indus-
trial action is having on applications for social welfare support; the number of social welfare
claims delayed as a result of this action; his plans to address this backlog; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [15643/10]

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: The overall response to the industrial action is being managed cen-
trally by the Department of Finance with input from all Government Departments, including
the Department, and other public service sectors. The industrial action is being closely moni-
tored in the Department on a daily basis and the Department’s management is maintaining
contacts with the unions concerned to ensure, insofar as possible, that the negative impact on
the Department’s customers is minimised.

In the main, the industrial action in the Department resulted in telephones not being
answered, counter services in public offices not being provided for various periods, certain
statistical work returns not being completed, and certain computer systems not being used. A
ban on overtime was introduced in the illness benefit area from 22 February 2010 and this ban
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was extended to other areas of the Department for four weeks from 15 March to 9 April. This
and other actions resulted in a delay of one or two days in issuing payment to the customers
affected. While the number of illness benefit claims awaiting a decision has stayed broadly the
same at about 6,800 over this period, there was an increase in the time taken to process the
claims from about six days to an average of eight days during the period of the industrial action.

In some areas, staff not answering phones or attending the public counters worked on pro-
cessing claims and, as a result, backlogs were reduced and processing times improved as these
staff were diverted. Consequently, there is no backlog of claims that can be directly attributed
to the industrial action.

Deputies will be aware that there have been significant arrears of jobseekers’ claims over
the past 18 months or so due to the huge influx of applications for these schemes. However,
the number of claims awaiting a decision has been declining every week since the end of
January, when they stood at over 62,000 and were reduced to 47,500 at week ending 27 March.
The numbers increased to 52,800 after the Easter break. However, this is normal as there is
always a significant increase in claims from school-related workers around any school holiday
period. This, combined with the impact of the shorter working weeks at this time has resulted
in an increase in the number of jobseeker claims awaiting a decision.

Overall, the number of jobseeker claims awaiting a decision expressed as a percentage of the
entire claim-load nationally is now at about 10%. This is the level of claims awaiting a decision
that applied even when the live register was at its lowest. In some local offices the percentage
of claim awaiting a decision is higher, but we are working to bring them in line with the national
average as quickly as possible.

The work to rule is ongoing. However, following recent discussions between the unions and
the Department of Finance, there has been some relaxation of the industrial action.

Deputy Olwyn Enright: For almost two years we have been hearing of problems in some
local offices. I and other colleagues have had dealings with the people working in those offices
and they want to know when a solution will be found. The problem affects approximately 17
local offices. Delays in these offices are higher than anywhere else. Is there any sign of a
resolution to the problem? We have been told several times it is also an industrial relations
problem, even before the work to rule or the overtime ban. In the context of the current
negotiations, will that issue also be dealt with so that those people who have no choice but to
go to their local office for payment will be dealt with in the same manner as those in any
other office?

I am glad to hear that some good has come as a result of the current action and that backlogs
have been cleared. I had expected to hear the Minister say the backlog was even greater, but
welcome the fact that is not the case. Can the Minister learn anything from this in terms of the
operation of the offices and the Department, because when those in the offices can concentrate
on claims, they get through more work? I do not suggest they should not answer telephones,
but could staff be divided so as to work more effectively? Some people could be responsible
for taking queries and others could work full-time on applications. That could speed up the
process. The staff in the office receive queries from Members of the Houses and the public,
but if the backlog was cleared, there would not be as many queries. Many of the queries relate
to the delay. Is the Minister aware of anything that should be changed as a result of the
situation over the past number of weeks?

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: Members experience delays across a range of services. These delays
cause grief for people and are a huge challenge in any system. In my previous Department, I
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tried to minimise delays in making decisions across the range of the operation of the Depart-
ment and discovered, as the Deputy suggested, that the number of queries decreased the more
we reduced the list or queue. This led to even more work being done. Queues take up a
significant amount of staff time.

There are two elements to running any Department, policy and operation. Day-to-day oper-
ation is a matter for the staff of the Department, but the Minister has a responsibility to
examine the schemes to see how things can be streamlined and to ensure we do not have
inordinate queues at every facet. This applies to jobseeker’s allowance and other schemes. I
have no doubt but that there will be co-operation in making the changes. Some schemes require
more time. For example, because there is no means test for jobseeker’s benefit, it is much
quicker to obtain it than jobseeker’s allowance. We have to deal with the complexities of all
of the different types of means tests for the different schemes. I will examine everything, de
novo, across the Department to see if we can streamline the processes more to provide better
delivery to customers.

I have dealt with the Department of Social and Family Affairs over many years and have
always found its staff helpful and co-operative. When customers ring them, they genuinely try
to help them and it has generally been a customer-centred Department. We must examine the
procedures and see whether it is easy for the staff to deliver a good service or whether there
are crinkles in the system we could eliminate.

Deputy Olwyn Enright: I agree with the Minister that the staff are helpful. The executive
council of the CPSU has rejected the public sector pay deal and prior to Easter, we had a
discussion in the House on the Order of Business with regard to contingency plans in the
Department. Has the Minister considered contingency plans in the event of action being esca-
lated and social welfare offices across the country being affected? I do not want to see a
situation arise where people cannot get their payments or their applications processed because
of an escalation in action. We have seen the difficulties that arose in the Passport Office. There
were also temporary difficulties when some of the social welfare offices were closed. This is
something about which people are concerned and which could get out of control. The previous
Minister had not considered contingency plans, but is the current Minister doing so? He needs
to have some plan in place rather than having to react on the day if action affects offices. Is he
preparing a contingency plan?

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: Generally, where the industrial action has discommoded people, the
unions have taken a responsible attitude and recognised that the people served by my Depart-
ment are the most vulnerable. We will continue to work to try and minimise the disruption to
people, but this is also contingent on getting co-operation from the staff and unions, something
which has been given. Low level action has taken place that has disrupted some areas and there
was a slight delay in payment, but generally the unions have taken a responsible attitude. I
hope they continue to do so. We may have and there are contingency plans, but they can only
operate at a certain level. Everybody must try and work together to resolve the issues. As
noted, the executive of the union has given its view, but it is up to the members of the union
to balance everything and make their views known. The Government feels strongly that what
is on offer is the best balance that can be given at this time.

Pension Provisions.

59. Deputy Olwyn Enright asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the number of
defined benefit pension schemes which fail the minimum funding standard; the number of
persons affected by this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15644/10]
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Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: Under the Pensions Act, defined benefit pension schemes must meet
a minimum funding standard which requires that schemes maintain sufficient assets to enable
them discharge their accrued liabilities in the event of the scheme winding up. Where schemes
do not satisfy the funding standard, the sponsors or trustees must submit a funding proposal to
the Pensions Board to restore full funding within three years, although as part of temporary
measures announced by the Government, the Pensions Board can now allow a scheme ten
years or more to meet the standard in certain circumstances.

At the end of 2009, there were 254,325 members in 1,192 defined benefit schemes subject to
the funding standard. It is estimated that approximately 75% of these schemes are in deficit.
However, the extent of the level of under-funding will not be fully apparent until all schemes
carry out their next actuarial assessment and report the results to the Pensions Board.

The Government is conscious of the pressures on both sponsoring employers and pension
scheme trustees, arising from the very significant losses incurred by pension funds during 2007
and 2008. While schemes recovered some of their losses in the last year, we are anxious to
ensure, in so far as we can, that those involved have sufficient time and space to fully assess
the implications for their schemes and the remedial action they can take. This was the thinking
behind the implementation of a number of measures, in December 2008, to ease the pressures
being felt by many pension funds. Those measures included the granting of extra time for
schemes to formulate funding proposals and allowing longer periods for recovery plans. Just
this week, the Pensions Regulator announced an extension of the deadline for submission of
funding proposals for those due to submit before 30 June next by five months, to 30 November
2010. This extension will allow schemes to take into account the recently implemented Occu-
pational Pension Schemes (Preservation of Benefits) (Amendment) Regulations 2010. These
regulations permit schemes to increase the pension scheme’s normal retirement age by way of
an application under section 50 of the Pensions Act with immediate and retroactive effect. The
extension will also allow scheme trustees and employers to consider the effect of the proposed
changes in the national pensions framework.

Additional information not given on the floor of the House

Furthermore, the Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2009 amended the Pensions Act to allow
for the restructuring of underfunded schemes, to ensure a more equitable distribution of assets
in the event of the wind-up of a defined benefit scheme and to strengthen the powers of the
Pensions Board in ensuring that pension contributions deducted from wages and salaries are
remitted by employers to scheme trustees. This Act also introduced the legislative provisions
to enable the Minister for Finance to establish the pensions insolvency payments scheme, PIPS,
to reduce the cost of purchasing pension payments for trustees of pension schemes where the
employer has become insolvent. The PIPS came into effect in February 2010 and will ensure a
more equitable distribution of assets following the wind up of underfunded pension schemes.

Other options relating to the future development of pensions policy are outlined in the
recently published national pensions framework. The implementation group, charged with
developing the legislative, regulatory and administrative structures will hold its first meeting
in May.

Deputy Olwyn Enright: The national pensions framework has been published and we will
have the opportunity to discuss it in more detail at the Select Oireachtas Committee on Social
and Family Affairs tomorrow. Does the Minister propose to try and adopt what is in the
framework in a cohesive, all-encompassing way or does he propose to make changes on a
budgetary basis year in and out as has been done in the previous two budgets with schemes
such as PIPS? I put this question because of the lack of security workers feel they have with

402



Priority 20 April 2010. Questions

regard to the pensions they expect to receive but which in many cases they will not realise.
The reason I asked this question is that a legal action is being brought against the State by
workers in Waterford Crystal, of which I am sure the Minister is aware. They allege the State
manifestly disregarded its obligations under Directive 80/987/EEC which deals with insolvency.
Deputy Shortall questioned the Minister’s predecessors on this in the House. The workers in
Waterford Crystal quote the Robins case in the UK and argue that had we transposed the
directive properly they would at least have received a far bigger percentage than they are
receiving under the current arrangements. I presume the State will defend that action. What
answer will the Minister give us in the House on the allegation made? The workers are making
this allegation now but it was made in the House previously and was not adequately responded
to by the Government.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: As I stated, the Department will defend this action vigorously.

Deputy Róisín Shortall: Foolishly.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Charlie O’Connor): Proceed Minister.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: All I can say is that the Department will defend the action vigorously
and believes we have complied.

Deputy Olwyn Enright: Has the Minister taken into account——

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I cannot——

Deputy Olwyn Enright: The Minister can answer on the generality. Has he taken into account
the judgment in the Robins case in the UK which gives the impression that the Waterford
Crystal workers should be entitled to a greater share than they are receiving? Those staff feel
utterly abandoned. They have received no support. Changes were made to the pensions legis-
lation at that time which utterly ignored the situation in which they found themselves. They
did not come out any better as a result. I will ask the Minister specific questions on the directive.
Does he believe the directive has been adequately transposed and that he will win the case?
There seems to be very strong evidence that he will not and that he will put the country to
enormous expense and that the result will not be as he expects.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I can answer the general question. A report from the Commission
on 15 June 1995 analysing national laws transposing the directive found that in the case of
Ireland there was no cause for objection. The Commission found that all of these provisions
appear to meet the requirements of Article 8. Following the ruling in the Robins case, the
Commission published a working document in April 2008 which essentially described how each
member state had transposed the directive. It did not assess the conformity of the measures in
place with the obligations imposed by Article 8 of the directive. It concluded that further
investigation is needed to address how to protect employees and retired persons against the
risk of underfunding of pension schemes and to what extent; how to guarantee any unpaid
contributions to the pension schemes; and how to deal with cases where supplementary pension
schemes are managed by the employers themselves. The Department is awaiting the outcome
of this investigation.

Deputy Olwyn Enright: When will the outcome of that investigation be made available?
Time and again in the House we hear that we are awaiting an outcome. A report was done on
FIS, on which I asked a question, and we are still awaiting the outcome of that. Outcomes are
what we are meant to be about here but we do not seem to know. The duty under Article 8 of
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the directive is to protect employees in insolvency situations. Getting 20% of the pension one
paid into and expected to receive is not a protection.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I cannot answer on this situation because the Commission is con-
ducting it.

Deputy Olwyn Enright: That lets the Minister slightly off the hook but he can certainly hurry
it on. He will not be able to rely on that in court.

Deputy Róisín Shortall: A case has been taken against the Minister.

Social Welfare Benefits.

60. Deputy Olwyn Enright asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs his plans to
introduce a partial capacity benefit scheme for people in receipt of illness or disability pay-
ments; the details of the way in which this scheme will operate; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [15645/10]

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: Work on draft proposals for a partial capacity scheme is currently
under way in my Department. The Deputy will be aware that the structure of welfare provision
in Ireland for people with illnesses or disabilities reflects a view that people can be categorised
as being either capable of full-time work or incapable of full-time work. The fact is that a strict
binary approach fails to capture the reality that people with a disability may have the capacity
to engage in the open labour market. While partial employment capacity may be difficult to
assess, the absence of such a system means that people with substantial work capacity may exit
the labour market prematurely.

As has been noted by the OECD in its report on “Sickness, Disability and Work: Breaking
the Barriers”, which examined the structures of welfare provision for people with disabilities
in Ireland and in a number of other OECD countries, the focus within welfare systems on
incapacity rather than capacity carries negative consequences at a personal level for people
with disabilities and their families.

Deputy Olwyn Enright: I welcome the theory behind this idea and it is important. The
present system whereby a person gets permission from the Department to do 20 hours work
for a year or up to three years and then that permission is suddenly removed is not ideal. Some
people can do only approximately 20 hours or part-time work. Will there be an element of
compulsion in the scheme or will it be voluntary? Assuming it is a success, people return to
employment and savings to the Exchequer are made, how will those savings be used? I was
not convinced by the earlier answer on FÁS but I suggest we still need to build up the facili-
tation service that exists, particularly for those with disabilities.

I tabled this question with regard to people with mental health difficulties in particular. I
have spoken to Amnesty International about this and I feel there is a real difficulty in the
assessment of mental health under the structure for the disability payment at present. People
with genuine mental health difficulties find it more difficult to prove their cases than a person
who walks in with a physical difficulty. This problem needs to be addressed. Suggestions have
been made that there should be stronger liaison between the Department and community
mental health teams and GPs with regard to people with mental health issues. When will it
happen and will the Minister consider beefing up the service to assist those people? If they are
to try to go back to work they will need supports to enable them to do so.
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Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: The Department is very keen to proceed with this. When they came
to me they were all very anxious with regard to timeframes. I would like to see the draft scheme
first. No more than what I stated to Deputy Shortall earlier, I like to see what I am being
presented with as a Minister prior to jumping in to make a decision. The principle is simple
and I do not think anyone could argue with it. However, the practicality and the detail — often
the devil is in the detail — are where I see the challenges. Many people on illness benefit might
feel threatened that they would receive only a half payment or a quarter payment. However,
many others in the working economy might — if I may put it bluntly — see an opportunity
here. I would like to see the scheme and then have an open debate with Deputies to examine
it from every angle to ensure we are doing the right thing by people who genuinely have
a disability.

As Deputy Enright pointed out, all of us have faced huge challenges with regard to illness
claims in constituency clinics because two people could have the same disability but depending
on one’s job, education and capacity, one’s ability to find employment might be very different
from that of another person. This is where it gets complex. I would like to move forward with
this but I do not want unintended consequences arising. I am more than willing to engage with
Deputies, and perhaps through the committee would be best in order that we can tease out the
best way forward. The Department proposed to me that we do it in the form of the Bill. I am
not convinced that we should not do so prior to the Bill and give it time to get the best results
for those with a disability and to have a scheme to deal with the problems of the existing
system, which I do not think is satisfactory. A person receives permission to work 20 hours a
week and inevitably it is rehabilitative but often it is not rehabilitative in getting that person
back into full employment because he or she will never have the capacity for full employment.
I do not think I can tease out the details of the challenges I see in it in the House today but I
am more than willing to engage with Deputy Enright on the matter.

Deputy Olwyn Enright: I welcome that. In the proposals put to the Minister by the Depart-
ment how was the scheme thought up? Was it devised as a mechanism to save money from
illness benefit payments or was it devised as a mechanism to assist people to get back into the
workforce? There is a big difference between them. The thought process behind it could inform
us very much prior to the next debate. Does the Minister have a timetable for the introduction
of the scheme? There were suggestions from the Department of a pilot project. Has any pro-
gress been made in that regard? What would be the practicalities of that?

4 o’clock

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: There was talk about putting it into legislation, starting from the
beginning of next year. I have not seen the detail; the devil is always in the detail of these
things. The concept is fine. I am not going to commit myself here to doing that because I will

not introduce a scheme unless I believe it is robust. I understand the idea of the
scheme is to facilitate participation in the workforce by those with a partial capa-
city who might at the moment find it very difficult to participate in the workforce.

There is no expectation in the Department of major savings from this scheme. I hope to get
the scheme in the very near future and that we would have an opportunity to discuss it and
review it from every angle. I am sure there will be a significant input from people like the
Deputy who have knowledge of this area to ensure we do not rush headlong into a scheme
that does not work. On the other hand I do not want to delay matters indefinitely. I will be
pressing that I will get the scheme very soon. I will review it and make my comments. I will be
robust in my critique of it. We can then look at the best way to tease out how such a scheme
might work. Sometimes schemes are introduced with one view and operate very differently on
the ground because people see them in a different way from the way that the person who
designed the scheme thought they would see them.
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Other Questions.

————

Social Welfare Benefits.

61. Deputy Dinny McGinley asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the number of
families eligible for the family income supplement; the number of families in receipt of the
family income supplement; if he is concerned about the low uptake of the family income sup-
plement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15454/10]

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: The family income supplement is designed to provide support for
people with families who are on low earnings. This preserves the incentive for them to remain
in employment in circumstances where they might only be marginally better off than if they
were claiming other social welfare payments. FIS is a central element of a strategy targeted
specifically at addressing child poverty.

The Department has consistently publicised the FIS scheme in order to maximise uptake by
qualified families. Significant improvements in the qualifying income limits and ongoing aware-
ness campaigns have resulted in a strong upward trend in the level of new and renewal claims.
Some 25,956 people are in receipt of a weekly FIS payment. In 2009, more than 46,258 new
and renewal claims were received compared to 42,940 in 2008 and 36,900 in 2007. In 2010,
some 14,088 new and renewal claims have been received to date compared to 14,646 in the
same period last year.

The Department undertakes a number of measures to ensure that people are aware of pos-
sible entitlement to FIS. These include the publication of information on FIS on the Depart-
ment’s website, making information available through the citizen’s information service and
through the Department’s network of local offices. Furthermore, an extensive advertising cam-
paign for FIS was conducted in 2006.

With regard to the level of uptake, it is not possible to estimate from administrative sources
the number of families who would be eligible but do not apply for their FIS entitlements. In
this regard, the Department commissioned a research project in 2008 to examine factors behind
the level of uptake for the scheme. The research found that overall awareness of family income
supplement among potential recipients is high with almost three in four claiming to have heard
of the scheme. Despite high levels of awareness, there was a lack of awareness and understand-
ing of the eligibility requirements with only one in three claiming to be aware of the qualifying
criteria for FIS.

The report recommends that the Department ensures that information about the scheme is
advertised in a focused way with the eligibility and qualification criteria communicated as
clearly as possible. The Department is addressing this by ensuring such information is high-
lighted as part of its ongoing publicity and advertisement campaigns.

Deputy Olwyn Enright: What changes have been made in advertising since the report was
given to the Department? When was the report made available? I do not believe it has been
published. Perhaps the Minister might let us have a copy of it. FIS was to have been the saviour
for people on low incomes who had their child benefit payments reduced in the budget. How
many people became eligible for FIS as a result of the changes in the child benefit payment?

For some time I have tried to get to the bottom of how many people should be eligible for
FIS but have not made much progress. When the concept of FIS was first raised, surely the
Department carried out a study to ascertain approximately how much it would cost us. Surely
there was an estimate at that time of the numbers of people who might be eligible for FIS.
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With the possible exception of the farm waste management scheme, generally it would not be
possible to set up a scheme without knowing how many people might be likely to apply. Some
information must exist as to the total number of people who should be eligible for FIS. That
information should be available from the Department or the Revenue Commissioners. If
people are eligible, they should be made aware of it and get the supplement.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: In 2006, some €272,000 was spent on an advertising campaign.

Deputy Olwyn Enright: That was prior to the report that suggested it needed more advertis-
ing. I am not suggesting television and newspaper advertisements. I am referring to contacting
people through the social welfare offices.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I can never get my head around this matter. I do not know how
many people are eligible. I do not know if there is any way to find that out. Presumably the
nearest we would get to it would be through an assessment through, for example, a labour
force survey. It depends on household income which requires knowing both incomes of a couple
to do the calculation. We must try to ensure that people know they are entitled to it. The
concept is very good because it keeps those on low incomes in work. It means that people who
do not have a full week’s work are entitled to FIS. That is much more attractive than having
such people on the live register. I will certainly review all these schemes to ascertain how we
can make work attractive for families.

The Deputy asked about child benefit. To my memory, child benefit is not included in the
assessment and never was. Therefore, the change in child benefit will not change eligibility.

Deputy Olwyn Enright: At the time when families on low incomes had their child benefit
payment reduced, the Minister said they would be able to get FIS in order to balance things
out and help them not to feel the pain as much. People have found that it has not made any
great change.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: For existing recipients the supplement increased and potentially
more people should have become eligible.

Deputy Róisín Shortall: That is not true.

Acting Chairman: (Deputy Charlie O’Connor): I ask the Minister to conclude after which
Deputy Shortall can ask a brief question.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: If my memory serves me right, the amount of money was increased
by increasing the level. It is 60% of the difference between a person’s income as assessed and
the guide income. The way to increase FIS is by increasing the guide income. Therefore, it
should have potentially made more people eligible for FIS. That is a fact.

Deputy Olwyn Enright: It did not assist anyone who got it then.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: In addition, for people already in receipt of FIS, following the
increase in the threshold income, if their incomes stay the same, 60% of a higher threshold
also increases by the same amount.

Acting Chairman: (Deputy Charlie O’Connor): I am anxious to let Deputy Shortall in.

Deputy Róisín Shortall: We all agree with the concept of FIS. However, the scheme is just
not working at present. The Minister could do worse than making the reform of FIS his first
priority in his new role. At the moment there is a serious problem with the incentive to work
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for families, especially those with young children given that the early child care supplement
has been halved. The Minister talked about FIS being increased. While it has been increased,
that was only done to compensate for the cuts in child benefit; there has been no net increase.
The Minister’s priority should be that as far as possible individuals and families are facilitated
in moving from welfare to work. Does the Minister accept that he should make the reform of
family income supplement a priority?

FIS has numerous problems. The way the self-employed are treated is ridiculous. It makes
no sense that self-employed people are excluded. The 19-hour rule makes no sense and rep-
resents a disincentive for people to work. There is no allowance for typical family costs as
applies with eligibility for a medical card, including the cost of child care and the cost of
participating in work, such as transport and so on. In addition, there are very strict regulations
in regard to the length of time the job must be available. All of these issues are placing barriers
in the way of people who want to work. Will the Minister make it a priority to ensure that those
barriers are removed and, as it operates in an archaic way at present, that FIS is modernised and
made fit for purpose for current issues in order to assist as many people as possible to move
from welfare to work?

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: Moving people from welfare to work has been a life’s mission with
me, and I have done quite a bit of it in my time, long before I entered this House during which
I got a very good knowledge of the social welfare system. As a young person going to work
and creating employment in a community co-operative, I was appalled to find out how penal
the social welfare system was given that, growing up, I had no personal dealings with it. I was
appalled to find that every euro earned in self-employment took a euro off a person’s social
welfare income. Since I found that out many years ago as a young person, I have been deter-
mined to try to change it.

I assure the Deputy I would be more than interested in discussing ways to address this issue,
not only in regard to FIS but also in regard to social welfare interaction with self-employed
people. While I am not sure that FIS as we know it is the best model in that case, I am more
than willing to debate that with the Deputy.

Deputy Olwyn Enright: There is no model for the self employed.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: With regard to the means testing for people on jobseeker’s allowance
and so on, I am more than willing to engage in a detailed debate on all of these issues in
committee. I would look forward to invitations from the committee and we can spend after-
noons going through this in detail. Members will find me very open to ideas and suggestions
as to how we can improve all of these schemes.

There are huge limitations with regard to finance but I believe we can spend the existing
money in a much more constructive way that will create the incentive to do things rather than,
as social welfare has often worked in the past, being a total disincentive to activity. I look
forward to a detailed and intense debate with the Deputy and to examining all of the proposals
she might put forward in this regard.

Deputy Olwyn Enright: The Minister adopts the attitude that he is a new Minister in the
portfolio.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I am.

Deputy Olwyn Enright: He is not in a new Government, however, as the Government has
been in power for 13 years. He cannot come to the House and say he will look at, debate and
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discuss the issues. He shares the responsibility for the failure to improve these schemes of
his predecessors.

Will the Minister attempt to get the figures in regard to the number of people who should
be eligible for FIS? He can work with the Revenue Commissioners to examine the details of
the scheme. When it was set up, somebody must have tried to examine the number of people
who were eligible because it would be irresponsible to set up a scheme without knowing how
many people would be eligible for it. Will he commit to trying to do that?

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: It is difficult but, if it is possible to get the information I will do so.
I have no problem giving information but there are many difficulties in accessing it accurately.
There always seems to be a perception that there is an under-claiming of FIS. Again, I do not
know the exact explanation for that and whether we can get to the bottom of it. Huge improve-
ments have been made in the social welfare system in the past 20 years.

Deputy Olwyn Enright: It does not assist people in getting back to work.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: As a new Minister, it would be rather strange if I did not come to
the House with the view that there were issues which I thought were wrong in the past but on
which I did not manage to get my way, and which I would like to tackle now that I have the
responsibility. It is about collective Government; it is not about one-person Government. There
have been huge improvements, particularly in terms of rates and schemes. The Labour Party
was in Government, as was Fine Gael. As Deputy Shortall noted, there is a problem of disincen-
tive to activity rather than incentive in many schemes. I look forward to a radical and progress-
ive debate with the Deputies on how we can tackle these issues.

Deputy Róisín Shortall: That was 13 years ago. The Government has had plenty of time to
deal with this.

Written Answers follow Adjournment Debate.

Leaders’ Questions.

Deputy Enda Kenny: On 30 March, the Minister for Finance, in speaking in the House on
the financial crisis, said that the banks of this country had played fast and loose with the
economic interests of Ireland. He went on to say that senior people in banking had made
appalling lending decisions which, in his words, the taxpayer would have to pay for years to
come. We now have the revelations from the Irish Nationwide Building Society and the com-
ment by the new chief executive that its reckless lending practices were outrageous, resulting
in losses of €2.5 billion last year and 120% mortgages given out, with no guarantees sought in
many cases. This appalling behaviour and light touch regulation was overseen when the
Taoiseach, Deputy Brian Cowen, was Minister for Finance.

Bank of Ireland published a report last week. This bank is a covered institution which has
been the recipient of €3.5 billion from the Irish taxpayer to date, and the transfer to NAMA
will be of the order of €12 billion in respect of loans. In the report last week, this bank agreed,
proposed and approved a top-up pension payment of €1.9 million for the chief executive. The
chief executive in this case is not a new entity; he was an insider who came from Ulster Bank
and who led the charge for a vigorous property development process within Bank of Ireland.

The Minister for Finance has said senior people in banking circles in Ireland made appalling
lending decisions. I pointed out to the Taoiseach in the House previously that, under section
50 of the guarantee scheme, where this scheme is being brought into disrepute, the Minister
for Finance may require certain obligations of the scheme to be adhered to and he may specify
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in writing to the covered institution in question what those obligations might be. Hundreds of
thousands of people in our country are out of work and many thousands, as we speak, are
scrabbling to put the few cent together to meet the increased rate in variable mortgage repay-
ments, yet we have a situation where Bank of Ireland, a covered institution, has approved a
€1.9 million top-up in pension for its chief executive and the Taoiseach and his Government
stand idly by, despite the fact the Minister for Finance said that senior bankers had made
appalling lending decisions.

At a time of economic crisis for many thousands of our people, is the Taoiseach happy that
Bank of Ireland approves a €1.9 million top-up for its chief executive? Is he prepared to
invoke the section of the guarantee scheme which gives the Minister for Finance authority from
Government and in law to intervene, specify in writing and have this decision reversed? Is he
happy to sit idly by in the knowledge that he can intervene and can have this reversed on the
instruction of the Minister for Finance?

The Taoiseach: We have set up a banking inquiry to look into all issues related to lending
practices and other things that have been happening in the retail banking sector and the build-
ing society sector. That will be dealt with as we set it out and that is the place where we can
deal with all of those issues.

On the specific matter of the Bank of Ireland, the facts of the situation as I understand them
are that a €1.49 million contribution was made by the bank to the Bank of Ireland pension
fund and was not made to Mr. Boucher personally.

Deputy Charles Flanagan: Whose benefit was it made for?

The Taoiseach: I understand he is not receiving any additional pay or pension entitlements.

Contrary to how this is being portrayed, this is a payment into an overall fund that provides
for pensions for most Bank of Ireland staff. If it was not made, the fund would be short of
resources to meet its obligations to all Bank of Ireland pensioners and staff who will retire in
future. It is a payment that is being made to the bank staff pension fund to sustain the agreed
pension of the chief executive, a pension based on his salary, that is now controlled by the
Government under the Covered Institutions Remuneration Oversight Committee. The pay-
ment is into the pension fund because, unlike public service pensions, it must be pre-funded
and is to cover the contractual arrangements, allowing Mr. Boucher to retire when he is due
to retire. This payment is as required. Contrary to speculation, it does not undermine the salary
cap imposed by Government on the sector’s executives and directors of the covered financial
institutions that was introduced by Government last year.

The subscription agreement for recapitalisation provided that no pension enhancements
would be awarded without prior consent. This is not an enhancement but the ongoing appli-
cation of existing rules for chief executive officers. The oversight committee recommended
pension arrangements for senior staff in the Bank of Ireland should be broadly similar to the
generality of its staff and a significant review of the overall scheme is under way at present.
Those are the facts of the matter in that situation.

The salary was capped at a very well remunerated level, although it is less than what the
gentleman was on when he was head of retail banking. I do not hold any brief for that; I am
explaining that the portrayal of this as a direct payment to Mr. Boucher is incorrect. It is a
payment to the pension fund to ensure the pension already agreed under his contract is paid,
as with other pensions in that fund for staff.

410



Leaders’ 20 April 2010. Questions

Deputy Enda Kenny: That reply is a complete and utter whitewash and the Taoiseach knows
it. The Covered Institutions Remuneration Oversight Committee, which was set up by the
Government and reported on 27 February 2009, warned the Government of what could happen
here. Its report contained the following:

We consider that pension arrangements for top management should be reviewed. We have
become aware of a practice in which cash allowances were paid to compensate for the effects
of the “pensions cap” imposed by the Finance Act 2006. Pension schemes should reflect
public policy and tax law and it is unacceptable that arrangements should be put in place
which would be inconsistent with the intent of the relevant legislation.

The Taoiseach did not mention that the chief executive in question is getting €123,000 per year
as a top-up in addition to what is happening here in respect of his pension. While the chief
executive is receiving this €1.9 million top-up in his pension, the generality of the staff in Bank
of Ireland are expected to take pension reductions and the rest of the public are expected to
work years longer to pay off the debts of these banks, while thousands of people are scrabbling
around to meet the repayments on their mortgages.

In addition, the oversight committee, set up by the Government for the purpose of advising
it, stated: “Pension arrangements for senior executives in each institution should... be at least
broadly similar to those applicable to the generality of the staff of the institution.” The
Taoiseach has acted outrageously here. At a time of economic crisis, this bank, a covered
institution we have put €3.5 billion into, and about which public watchdogs may or may not
have reported to the Taoiseach, expects the public to wear a situation where the chief executive
gets a top-up of €1.9 million to his pension. It is outrageous and an affront to every person in
this country. If the Taoiseach has any courage and gumption, he will invoke section 50.

The Minister for Finance agreed with these recommendations when he said they were appro-
priate. What is appropriate for the Minister for Finance is irrelevant to the Taoiseach when he
says he will allow the board to top up the chief executive’s pension by this order when the rest
of the workforce is expected to take pension reductions and the population at large is expected
to bow down under the crucifixion imposed by reckless and, as the Minister for Finance said,
appalling lending decisions that the Irish taxpayer will be paying for in the years ahead.

Is the Taoiseach prepared to intervene and see that this top-up, which amounts to a pay rise,
is reversed?

The Taoiseach: The facts of the situation are contrary to how the Deputy is asserting them.
I understand the public perception and I hold no brief for the Bank of Ireland pension fund. I
am just setting out the facts of the situation.

From the Government’s point of view, we have capped the salaries and we have ensured no
bonuses are being paid. There can be no enhancements of pension entitlements relating to
existing pension entitlements under the contracts for CEOs in that institution. It is not a pay-
ment to Mr. Boucher directly but a contribution to the Bank of Ireland pension fund to ensure
there are sufficient funds in the pension fund to sustain all pensions, including the pension the
CEO will receive when he retires.

I hold no brief; I just want to give the facts of the situation. I have also stated clearly that
the subscription agreement provides for no pension enhancements to be awarded without prior
consent. Since this is not an enhancement, although I can understand the situation, it does not
require prior consent so the idea of intervening does not arise in that respect.

Deputy Enda Kenny: The Taoiseach should stop it.

411



Leaders’ 20 April 2010. Questions

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: The Taoiseach makes it sound as if this top-up to the pension
fund is for the bank’s porters and tellers. It arises directly from the change in the contractual
arrangements that were made for the chief executive of the bank.

Under the terms of the credit institutions legislation, did the Government or the Minister
for Finance approve this top-up arrangement? Does the Minister for Finance intend to exercise
his powers under the credit institutions arrangements whereby it can control these matters?

I also wish to raise the issue whereby 2,000 times the top-up of the chief executive’s pension
has already been committed to Irish Nationwide Building Society by way of recapitalisation —
€2,700 million. This building society is transferring €8.7 billion of its loans to NAMA from a
total loan book of €10.5 billion. Yesterday, we were told that the building society incurred
losses last year alone of €2.5 billion. It was giving out 120% loans for property speculation here
and in Britain. This was a building society and its principal job was to give mortgages to people
to buy their houses, but it was involved in lending for property speculation that we must all
now pay for.

Whatever might be said about other financial institutions, it was widely known there were
problems in Irish Nationwide. It was well known that bad practices were going on there, with
the enrichment of some of the top people in Irish Nationwide arising from those practices.
That was going on for some time before we heard about Lehman Brothers and the bank
guarantee that was given on 29 September.

The Taoiseach was Minister for Finance between 2004 and 2008. During that period did the
Financial Regulator, the Registrar of Friendly Societies, the Governor of the Central Bank or
anyone in the Department of Finance give him a report or bring to his attention the bad
practices that were going on in Irish Nationwide which have now been made public and for
which the taxpayer must pay?

The Taoiseach: Concerning what has arisen in regard to Irish Nationwide, I do not believe
it was ever brought to my attention that such a problem existed. A Building Societies Act was
passed in 2006, before which discussions took place about how the legislation would be brought
forward but there was no indication of this situation. This is one of the problems in regard to
the regulatory system we have had. It was received wisdom at the time, in the early part of this
decade, that we needed an independent regulatory system that would deal with all such
situations. We had the Central Bank and the Financial Services Authority of Ireland was set
up. The fact is it did not serve its purpose well, as we now see. The facts are as they are and
we must investigate all of that. Serious questions have to be asked in this regard and they will
be asked in the course of the inquiry. Reports will be before the House at the end of May and
subsequently there will be a commission of investigation.

Concerning whether it was brought to my attention that this sort of problem existed in Irish
Nationwide Building Society the answer is that it certainly was not. Regarding the other issue
reported today, namely, that reports regarding lending practices that were prepared at the time
were sent to the regulator which received them in the years in which they were prepared, my
understanding is that is not what the present chief executive officer says. Reports were for-
warded recently by the new management to the Financial Regulator, some of which go back
to matters that arose in the mid-2000s. The suggestion this morning, as I understood it, was
that there were reports at the time which were handed over to the regulator at the time. My
understanding is that this is not the case; it is not what the chief executive officer said yesterday.
Regardless of that, clearly there were corporate conduct and governance issues that must be
addressed and investigated in full and that is the Government’s intention.
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Regarding the previous question on the Bank of Ireland, I stated already to Deputy Kenny
that since the scheme does not involve an enhancement of existing pension provision for chief
executive officers no prior consent was required of the Minister in that respect. We are talking
about ensuring that from a trustee’s point of view there are sufficient funds in place to meet
these pensions in the future. That is the point I make.

An Ceann Comhairle: A final supplementary from Deputy Gilmore.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: I find that reply concerning the pension issue remarkable. As I
understand it, the enhanced payment to the pension fund arises directly from the fact that the
retirement age of the person in question is to be reduced from 60 to 55. By any standards, an
early retirement arrangement of that kind is generous and, I would think, somewhat excep-
tional, at a time when the Government is talking about not paying the old age pension to
people until they are 67 or 68. Apparently bank executives are being facilitated to retire at
55 but the Taoiseach says that is not an enhancement of their pension arrangements. It is
extraordinary logic.

Regarding the Irish Nationwide issue, I find what the Taoiseach said remarkable, namely,
that he was not given any report about anything amiss or strange happening in the society,
given the fact that in 2006 the Government prepared legislation and brought it to the House
one night. It was at night, the day before the House rose for the summer recess in 2006. The
Government put the legislation through the House in one night, legislation that was tailor-
made for the enrichment of Mr. Fingleton. I find it strange, given that this legislation was
introduced by the Government and approved by the Taoiseach when he was Minister for
Finance, that he had no report, as he tells the House, from the Financial Regulator or the
Registrar of Friendly Societies who had responsibility for building societies, the Governor of
the Central Bank, or anybody else, to say that anything was amiss.

I draw to the Taoiseach’s attention what one Opposition Deputy said in the House that
night. He referred to Deputy Ahern who was then a Minister of State.

Why does the Minister of State appear unconcerned that the management of a building
society, which until recently used practices described by an ombudsman ruling as being inva-
lid and unlawful, may be substantially rewarded as a result of the demutualisation process?

Referring to a particular section, he asked:

What input did the board of Irish Nationwide have to a particular section of the Bill which
is tailored to allow the speedy demutualisation and sale of Irish Nationwide and in the process
to enrich the corporate management at the expense of the membership?

The Deputy continued by saying that late the previous year——

An Ceann Comhairle: I ask Deputy Gilmore for a question, please.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: The question is that these issues could be raised by an Opposition
Deputy, issues such as, for example, Irish Nationwide and its management having been, for
years, the subject of accusations, some substantiated, of bad business practices, lack of account-
ability and failing to pass on interest rates. He went on to draw attention to things the Ombuds-
man had to say in that regard.

If those issues could be raised by an Opposition Deputy on 5 July 2006 when the Bill to
enrich Michael Fingleton was introduced by the Government and put through the House in
one night, how can the Taoiseach tell us that as Minister for Finance at that time he apparently
had no knowledge of any of this, did not know anything of what was going on in Irish Nation-
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wide and had no report from any of the regulatory bodies? The situation now is that we were
told yesterday that Irish Nationwide has lost €2.5 billion, had been giving out loans at 120%
of the value of properties and so on. There may be more to come but to date the taxpayer has
been asked for €2.7 billion to pay for all that folly yet the Taoiseach knew nothing of it.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: Did he commission a report?

The Taoiseach: I made the point to Deputy Gilmore because he asked specifically about this
matter. I said there was no information then that the difficulties that have arisen now were
about to arise in Irish Nationwide. That is a fact. He made a point about the legislation and
characterised it as an effort to enrich individuals. It was about providing an opportunity for
building societies as to whether they wished to stay mutualised or to demutualise.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: It was the golden circle at work.

Deputy Dinny McGinley: It was one of the Taoiseach’s boys.

An Ceann Comhairle: The Taoiseach, without interruption, please.

The Taoiseach: I am not involved in any golden circles and do not know anything about
them. I simply brought forward legislation——

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: The Taoiseach does not seem to know anything.

Deputy Dinny McGinley: Nobody knows anything in this House.

The Taoiseach: If I may answer the question——

An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Rabbitte, please.

The Taoiseach: ——apart from Deputy Rabbitte’s interruptions, I make the point that the
legislation was brought forward to provide both for the retention of mutualisation and for
demutualisation if a building society so required. Whether building societies demutualised was
a matter for the membership of those societies to decide. It was not a question of forcing
anything through the House but of facilitating those building societies that wished to
demutualise——

Deputy Charles Flanagan: It was facilitating one man.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: It needed a law.

An Ceann Comhairle: May we have answers without interruptions, please?

Deputy Joan Burton: It was a 70th birthday party.

The Taoiseach: The debate on the Bill is in the record of the House. The purpose and
objective of the legislation are set out and were there for some time in regard to their
preparation.

To answer Deputy Gilmore, the fact is there is no question from our point of view but that
the banking inquiry should ask all necessary questions in regard to these matters and get full
accountability for them. That is what we intend to ensure will happen. However, I also wish to
make the point that it was not the case that there was any idea that such losses were imminent
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or that people were suggesting that this would take place during the time I was Minister for
Finance.

Adjournment Debate Matters.

An Ceann Comhairle: I wish to advise the House of the following matters in respect of which
notice has been given under Standing Order 21 and the name of the member in each case: (1)
Deputy Joe Carey — the need to suspend the forthcoming introduction of the carbon levy on
agricultural diesel; (2) Deputy Ulick Burke — the humanitarian support provided to date three
months after the major flooding of 2009; (3) Deputy Thomas P. Broughan — the need for the
Minister of Transport to report urgently to Dáil Eireann on the steps he is taking to respond
to the stranding of tens of thousands of air passengers in Ireland and abroad; if he will also
outline what other forms of connectivity, in particular marine connectivity, are being enhanced
to deal with the current crisis given the tens of thousands of travellers as well as the high value
exports that depend on this connectivity; while acknowledging the safety critical nature of air
travel and the paramount importance of protecting air passengers and aviation staff if he will
report on when he believes that air travel will fully resume, what information he has reviewed
in terms of the operation of aircraft and the opening of airspace given these extreme conditions
and how he has liaised with EU Transport Ministers to facilitate the earliest safe resumption
of aviation; (4) Deputy Fergus O’Dowd — the need for the Minister for Transport to outline
the assistance the Government is providing to stranded passengers and to enterprises depen-
dent on aviation and tourism generally in order to alleviate the effects of the present crisis in
aviation and for the Minister to make a statement on the matter; (5) Deputy Kieran O’Donnell
— the implementation of the first phase of the Limerick Regeneration Plan; (6) Deputy Joe
Costello — the need to tackle the problem of head shops; (7) Deputy James Bannon — the
need to provide funding to Melview national school, Melview, County Longford, to undertake
building works; (8) Deputy Deirdre Clune — the restoration of teaching posts to Togher girls’
national school and Togher boys’ national school, Cork; and (9) Deputy Tom Sheahan — the
measures the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Deputy Martin, has put in place to get Irish holiday
makers who are stranded abroad back to Ireland.

The matters raised by Deputies Costello, Burke, Bannon and Clune have been selected
for discussion.

Death of Polish President: Expressions of Sympathy.

The Taoiseach: I wish to express again my sincere sympathies and condolences and those of
the Government following the tragic air accident which claimed the lives of the President of
the Republic of Poland, His Excellency Lech Kaczynski , his wife, Maria Kaczynska, and 94
others at Smolensk in Russia on 10 April.

The untimely death of President Kaczynski came as a great shock to me. He paid a state
visit to Ireland in February 2007 and although I did not meet him on that occasion I got to
know him at meetings of the European Council which he often attended, alongside the Polish
Prime Minister. He made a major contribution to Polish public life as president, as minister for
justice and as a great Solidarity personality in the 1980s and 1990s. He was forthright in his
views, a trait that stood him well in the many important political positions he held over the
years. That his wife, Maria, perished in the same accident makes the tragedy all the more
horrific for their family and especially for their daughter Marta.

The devastating scale of the accident, with so many victims drawn from all walks of public
life in Poland, is difficult to comprehend. Leading figures from the Polish Government and
Parliament, the military, the church, the public service and civic society were killed in the
tragedy, which will have left an indelible mark on Poland and her people. The tragedy is all
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the more poignant for the circumstances in which it happened. The ill-fated aircraft was com-
pleting a journey to Smolensk in Russia, where the Polish President and his travelling party
were due to attend a ceremony to commemorate the terrible massacre of thousands of Polish
soldiers and civilians in Katyn forest in 1940. What was to have been an important symbolic
moment of reconciliation between Poland and Russia of a horrible episode in history became
instead its own tragic and horrible event.

The tragedy has touched the hearts of the people of Ireland in a way that brings out just
how deep the bonds between the Irish and Polish people have become. Our friendship goes
back a long way but it is in more recent years that it has become fully cemented, particularly
since Poland joined the European Union in 2004 during the Irish Presidency. In the short
period since, many tens of thousands of Polish people have come to Ireland, where they now
live, work and participate in society. It is almost impossible to fathom the grief felt by so many
but we have tried, for our own part, to show our sympathies for, and solidarity with, the Polish
people at this sad time.

When I learned of the tragedy I spoke with the Polish Ambassador to Ireland and sent a
letter of condolence to my counterpart, Donald Tusk, the Polish Prime Minister. President
McAleese and I participated in commemorative masses for the Polish community in Ireland
last week. I also visited the Polish embassy to sign the book of condolences there. On the day
of President Kaczynski’s funeral, flags flew at half mast over State buildings in Ireland as a mark
of respect and out of solidarity with the Polish people living in Ireland. President McAleese was
due to represent Ireland at the funeral but, unfortunately, like so many others, was unable to
attend as a result of the restrictions on air travel over the weekend.

In conclusion, I once again offer my condolences to the Polish Government and the Polish
people at this sad time. Our thoughts and prayers are with those who have been bereaved and
more generally with the Polish people everywhere, including the many thousands who live
among us in Ireland today.

Deputy Enda Kenny: I am pleased to have the opportunity to convey the deep condolences
of the Fine Gael Party to the Polish people on the tragic plane crash last week which cost the
lives of 96 people. This accident was a significant loss, particularly for the families which have
lost loved ones. It was also a significant loss to Poland, taking the lives of President Kaczynski,
his wife and many other leading members of the Polish state and armed forces.

President Kaczynski was a leading figure in Polish politics throughout the period since the
re-establishment of democracy in 1989. Prior to that he was a long-standing activist in the
Solidarity movement led by Lech Walesa and was interned in the early 1980s. His death
deprives Poland of one of the fathers of its modern democratic system. I have sent a message
to Prime Minister Tusk, who is a member of our own grouping in the European context. I also
remember the Polish President’s family, particularly his daughter Marta, who has lost both
her parents.

This tragedy has been felt deeply in this country because of the close relationship between
Ireland and Poland, which has grown even closer in the short six years since Poland became a
member of the European Union family. In that time, more than 200,000 Polish people have
come to live and work in this country, and they have made a significant contribution to our
economy and lives. Their grief following the plane crash has been shared by the Irish people,
as we well understand what it feels like to face adversity while living far from one’s home
country. I join with the Taoiseach and reiterate our solidarity with the Polish Government and
its people at this painful time.
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Deputy Eamon Gilmore: On behalf of the Labour Party I extend my deepest sympathies to
the Polish people on the death of President Lech Kaczynski, his wife Maria and 94 other people
in the Smolensk air crash on 10 April. For any country, the death of so many of its citizens
would be a terrible disaster but the loss of such a body of distinguished leaders of political,
civic and military society in Poland is a particularly devastating blow.

It is probable that no other country has had to experience the loss of so many key national
figures in one accident. Apart from President Kaczynski and his wife, the victims also included
the chief of the Polish general staff and other senior military officers, the president of the
national bank of Poland, the deputy foreign ministers and 12 members of the Polish Parliament,
including Jerzy Szmajdzinski, the deputy speaker of the Polish Parliament who would also have
been the Democratic Left Alliance candidate in the presidential elections due this autumn.
Also in the plane crash were the head of the Polish Olympic Committee, the Polish ombuds-
man, many key government officials and relatives of the victims of the Katyn massacre.

It is a particularly poignant aspect of this disaster that these people died on their way to
what was intended to be effectively a ceremony of reconciliation between the Polish and
Russian people in a shared commemoration of the Katyn massacre of 22,000 soldiers and other
Polish citizens by the Soviets in 1940. If any small crumb of comfort can be drawn from this
terrible disaster, it is perhaps that the shared sense of shock and loss has brought the two
peoples closer.

The Polish people have had a difficult history, having had to endure occupation and
oppression on many occasions. In the past 20 years, Poland has blossomed; its democracy is
firmly established, its economy has grown and it has become a respected member of the Euro-
pean Union. The loss of so many key political, military and economic figures will be a signifi-
cant setback but I have no doubt the Polish people will recover from this disaster with the
courage and determination that has characterised their long history.

Our two countries have some shared experience in terms of history but the links between
Ireland and Poland have developed significantly since it joined the European Union. We have
seen significant Polish immigration to this country and many of us now have Polish friends,
neighbours and workmates. A disaster like this must be even more difficult to cope with when
away from one’s own home, neighbours and community. I particularly extend my deepest
sympathy to the members of the Polish community in Ireland. Thar ceann an Lucht Oibre,
déanaim comhbhrón le Rialtas na Polainne agus le pobal na Polainne, go háirithe iad atá ina
gcónaí anseo in Éirinn.

Minister of State at the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy
Mary Alexandra White): I join with the Taoiseach and the leaders of the Opposition in express-
ing my condolences to the people of Poland on the death of President Kaczynski, the first lady
and 94 other people killed in the plane crash in Smolensk on 10 April. I express these condol-
ences on behalf of my parliamentary colleagues and the entire Green Party.

Poland has lost its president and all nations grieve when they lose their president. Our
thoughts and prayers are with the Polish people as they come to terms with this tragedy of
losing a leader and other prominent political, military and religious figures. Their death, while
travelling to commemorate another tragedy, no doubt compounds the sorrow of the Polish
people. They have lost a man who dedicated his life to the pursuit of freedom, democracy and
human rights. We take political and civil rights for granted in this country but for many years
Poland did not enjoy these rights. President Kaczynski embodied a struggle to achieve such
cherished goals.

He was a man who had the courage of his convictions over many years of political struggle
in his own land and he believed in high standards in public office. He loved his country; he
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was a patriot but not a nationalist. He was rather sceptical of big business, not least because of
the concern for workers’ rights.

As a new Minister of State with responsibility for integration, I am acutely aware of the
invaluable contribution the Polish community makes to our country and society. In every
county we have got to know the Polish people in our schools, sporting associations and work-
places. We have also got to know their work ethic, industry and commitment to families. Ireland
has benefited from knowing our Polish friends and neighbours. Their sorrow is our sorrow at
this time.

Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin: Ar mo shon féin agus ar son Sinn Féin, ba mhaith liom
comhbhrón a chur chuig muintir na Polainne in Éirinn, sa Pholainn agus ar fud an domhain ar
bás uachtarán na Polainne agus 95 duine eile ar 10 Aibreán seo caite. On behalf of Sinn Féin
and on my own behalf I join in the expressions of sympathy to the Polish community in Ireland,
and to the people of Poland, on the death of President Lech Kaczynski, together with 95 other
leading Polish citizens in the tragic air crash of 10 April. The circumstances of the accident
emphasise the tragic history of Poland, as the delegation was on its way to commemorate the
massacre of thousands of Polish prisoners of war and other citizens on the orders of Stalin in
Katyn in 1940. Some of the dead from 10 April were relatives of the Katyn victims. Given of
our own history, the Irish people have had a special affinity with the people of Poland and
have followed with interest and sympathy their long struggle for national self-determination
and unity.

In addition to recalling the late president as Head of State of Poland, Members also should
recall the other victims of the accident. I wish to mention in particular Anna Walentynowicz,
who was also killed in the crash. Her dismissal from her job in Gdansk in 1980 for trade union
activity sparked the mass strikes out of which the Solidarity movement was born. In her later
years, she criticised the so-called “self-styled capitalists selling off our plants and pocketing the
money”. Her key role as a staunch trade unionist and Polish patriot also should be remembered.
Suaimhneas síoraí dá n-anamacha uile.

Deputy Michael Mulcahy: I thank the Ceann Comhairle for granting me the special oppor-
tunity of adding my voice to the other voices of sympathy for the victims of the Polish Air
Force crash on 10 April. I do so first as an Irish citizen and second as a public representative
who always has taken a great interest in Poland and holds that country in great affection. When
Lord Mayor of Dublin, my first official visit was to Poland and, having advocated stronger links
between our two countries for several years, I was honoured in 2002 by the Polish Government.

While the loss of any single life is tragic, what makes the air crash on 10 April especially
tragic is that the victims represented a group of leaders of Polish society of the highest calibre,
political, moral and cultural, as well as past and present. While the sympathy of this country of
course goes out to the President of Poland, Lech Kaczynski and his wife Maria, an examination
of all 96 persons on board indicates what a terrible loss this was to Poland, including 18 parlia-
mentarians. I wish to put on the record of the Dáil the names of all 96 people who died in this
crash and will do so later.

I also wish to mention two people in particular. The first is Ryszard Kaczorowski, who was
born in 1919. He was a Polish statesman who, between 1989 and 1990, served as the last
president of Poland in exile. Arrested in 1940 by the NKVD and sentenced to death, he was
later set free and served in the army led by General Anders. He fought in most of the major
battles in which the Polish 2nd Corps participated, including the Battle of Monte Cassino. He
was a member of the National Council of Poland, the parliament in exile, he was the last
president-in-exile of the Polish state and handed over the insignia of the presidential power of
the second republic to President Lech Walesa on 22 September 1990. I also wish to mention
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the person to whom Deputy Ó Caoláin referred, namely, Ms Anna Walentynowicz, who was
one of the chief people in respect of the strike in the Gdansk shipyard.

It is especially poignant that this tragedy occurred while the delegation was on its way to
commemorate a massacre of 22,000 Polish officers and other Polish persons at Katyn in April
1940. It is to be hoped that one of the consequences of this terrible tragedy is that Poland and
Russia will move even closer to improving their relations, which would be a fitting tribute to
all those who died on the Polish Air Force TU-154 on 10 April 2010. Ar dheis Dé go raibh a
n-anamacha dílse.

Additional information not given on the floor of the House

List of People who died on the Polish Air Force TU-154 on 10 April 2010

Presidential and governmental figures

1. Lech Kaczynski (b.1949), President of Poland

2. Maria Kaczynska, (b.1942), First Lady of Poland and wife of the President

3. Mariusz Handzlik (b.1965), Undersecretary of State in the Office of the President of the Republic of Poland

4. Ryszard Kaczorowski (b.1919), the Former President of the Polish government-in-exile

5. Andrzej Kremer (b.1961), Undersecretary of State in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

6. Tomasz Merta (b.1965), Undersecretary of State in the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage

7. Slawomir Skrzypek (b.1963), President of the National Bank of Poland

8. Wladyslaw Stasiak (b.1966), Chief of the Office of the President of the Republic of Poland

9. Aleksander Szczyglo (b.1963), Head of the National Security Bureau

10. Pawel Wypych (b.1968), Secretary of State in the Office of the President of the Republic of Poland

11. Mariusz Kazana (b.1960), Director of Diplomatic Protocol in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Military figures

1. General Franciszek Gagor, Chief of the General Staff of the Polish Armed Forces

2. Lieutenant General Andrzej Blasik, Commander of Air Forces — Polish Air Force

3. Major General Tadeusz Buk, Commander of Land Forces — Polish Land Forces

4. Vice Admiral Andrzej Karweta, Commander of Navy — Polish Navy

5. Brigadier General Kazimierz Gilarski, Commander of the Warsaw Garrison

6. Brigadier General Stanislaw Komornicki, Chancellor of the Order Virtuti Militari

7. Lieutenant General Bronislaw Kwiatkowski, Commander of the Polish Armed Forces Operational Command

8. Major General Wlodzimierz Potasinski, Commander of the Polish Special Forces

9. Lieutenant Colonel Czeslaw Cywinski (b.1926), President of the Association of Armia Krajowa Soldiers

10. Stanislaw Komorowski, Undersecretary of State in the Ministry of National Defence

Six of the seven highest military commanders (the Commander-in-Chief, i.e. President, the Chief of the
General Staff and the Heads of the Navy, Army and Air Force) of the Polish Armed Forces were killed.
The Minister of Defence, Bogdan Klich, was not on the plane.

Senate members

1. Krystyna Bochenek, Deputy Speaker of the Senate

2. Janina Fetlinska

3. Stanislaw Zajac

Sejm members

1. Leszek Deptula

2. Grzegorz Dolniak

3. Grazyna Gesicka

4. Przemyslaw Gosiewski

5. Izabela Jaruga-Nowacka

6. Sebastian Karpiniuk
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List of People who died on the Polish Air Force TU-154 on 10 April 2010

7. Aleksandra Natalli-Swiat

8. Krzysztof Putra, Deputy Speaker of the Sejm

9. Arkadiusz Rybicki

10. Jerzy Szmajdzinski, Deputy Speaker of the Sejm

11. Jolanta Szymanek-Deresz

12. Zbigniew Wassermann

13. Wieslaw Woda

14. Edward Wojtas

15. Maciej Plazynski, President of the Association “Polish Community”, former Speaker of the Sejm, Sejm
member

Religious figures

1. Archbishop Brigadier General Miron Chodakowski (b.1957), Orthodox Ordinary of the Polish Army

2. Tadeusz Ploski (b.1956), Roman Catholic Bishop of the Military Ordinariate of the Polish Army

3. Ryszard Rumianek (b.1947), Rector of the Roman Catholic Cardinal Stefan Wyszynski University

4. Adam Pilch (b.1965), Evangelical Lutheran Church minister

5. Bronislaw Gostomski (b.1948), Reverend Canon of the Roman Catholic Church of St Andrew Bobola in
Shepherd’s Bush, West London, England[5]

6. Roman Indrzejczyk (b.1931), Presidential Roman Catholic Chaplain

7. Zdzislaw Król (b.1935), Roman Catholic Chaplain of the Warsaw Katyn Families movement

8. Józef Joniec (b.1959), Roman Catholic Priest, President of the Parafiada association

Others

1. Joanna Agacka-Indecka (b.1964), President of the Polish Bar Council

2. Janusz Kochanowski (b.1940), Polish Ombudsman for Citizen Rights

3. Janusz Kurtyka (b.1960), historian and President of the Institute of National Remembrance

4. Andrzej Przewoznik (b.1963), Secretary-General of the Council for the Protection of Struggle and
Martyrdom Sites

5. Anna Walentynowicz (b.1929), activist and co-founder of the Solidarity Trade Union, in the late 1970s and
early 1980s

6. Janusz Zakrzenski (b.1936), Award-winning actor

7. Wojciech Seweryn (b.1939), Polish-born American-based artist [6]

8. Piotr Nurowski (b.1945), tennis player and President of the Polish Olympic Committee

9. Teresa Walewska-Przyjalkowska (b.1939), Member of the East Golgotha Foundation

10. Katarzyna Doraczynska (b.1978), Press representative of Presidential Office

11. Wojciech Lubinski (b.1969), Colonel, Scientist, Presidential Doctor

12. Izabela Tomaszewska (b.1955), President’s Office staff

13. Zbigniew Debski (b.1922), Presidential staff

14. Janina Natusiewicz-Mirer, social activist

15. Ewa Bakowska (b.1962), Granddaughter of Brigadier General Mieczyslaw Smorawinski

16. Leszek Solski (b.1935), Member of the Families of Katyn organization

17. Tadeusz Lutoborski (b.1926), Member of the Families of Katyn organization

18. Anna Maria Borowska (b.1928), Representative of Families of Katyn and other organizations

19. Bartosz Borowski (b.1978), grandson of Anna Maria Borowska, representative of Families of Katyn and
other organization

20. Gabriela Zych (b.1941), Representative of Families of Katyn and other organizations

21. Zenona Mamontowicz-Lojek, Representative of Families of Katyn and other organizations

22. Katarzyna Piskorska (b.1937), Representative of Families of Katyn and other organizations

23. Aleksandr Fedorowicz (b.1970), Russian interpreter

24. Janusz Krupski (b.1951), Head of the Office of the Civil War Veterans and the Oppressed
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25. Barbara Maminska (b.1957), Director of the Presidential Chancellery

26. Stefan Melak (b.1946), President of the Katyn Committee

27. Stanislaw Mikke (b.1947), Vice-president of the Council for the Protection of Struggle and Martyrdom Sites

28. Andrzej Sariusz-Skapski (b.1937), President of the Federation of Katyn Families

Government Protection Bureau

Presidential Security Detail

1. Lieutenant-Colonel Jaroslaw Florczak

2. Captain Dariusz Michalowski

3. First Lieutenant Pawel Janeczek

4. Warrant Officer Agnieszka Pogródka-Weclawek

5. Warrant Officer Jacek Surowka

6. Second Lieutenant Piotr Nosek

7. Pawel Krajewski

8. Artur Francuz

9. Marek Uleryk

Crew members

1. Captain Arkadiusz Protasiuk (b.1974), Pilot

2. Major Robert Grzywna (b.1974), Co-Pilot

3. Lieutenant Artur Karol Zietek (b.1978), [7] Navigator

4. Warrant Officer Andrzej Michalak (b.1973), [7] Flight Engineer

5. Barbara M. Maciejczyk (b.1981), [7] Flight Attendant

6. Natalia Maria Januszko (b.1987), [7] Flight Attendant

7. Justyna Moniuszko (b.1985), [7] Flight Attendant

An Ceann Comhairle: On my own behalf and on behalf of all Members, I wish to be associ-
ated with this expression of sympathy to the Polish people.

Members rose.

Request to move Adjournment of Dáil under Standing Order 32.

An Ceann Comhairle: Before coming to the Order of Business I propose to deal with a
number of notices under Standing Order 32 and will call on Deputies in the order in which
they submitted their notices to my office.

Deputy Finian McGrath: I seek the adjournment of the Dáil under Standing Order 32 to
debate the following matter urgent matter: the need for action to deal with assaults on young
children in the Marino and Fairview areas of Dublin 3 and to ensure that more community
gardaí are on the beat in this area and to demand action to deal with the culprits to prevent
further assaults and serious injury and to make this a priority issue.

Deputy Thomas P. Broughan: I seek the adjournment of the Dáil under Standing Order 32
to debate the following matter: the need for the Minister for Transport to make an urgent
statement to the House on the steps he is taking to respond to the stranding of tens of thousands
of air passengers in Ireland and abroad; if he will also outline what other forms of connectivity
are being enhanced to deal with the current crisis; while acknowledging the safety-critical nat-
ure of air travel and the paramount importance of protecting air passengers and aviation staff,
whether he will report on when he believes air travel will fully resume, what information has
been reviewed in respect of the operation of aircraft and the opening of airspace given these
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extreme conditions and how he has liaised with European Union transport ministers to facili-
tate the earliest safe resumption of aviation

Deputy Fergus O’Dowd: I seek the adjournment of the Dáil under Standing Order 32 to
debate the following urgent matter: the ongoing closure of Irish and European airspace caused
by the volcanic ash cloud, and its impact on an tens of thousands of stranded Irish passengers
abroad and on the economy in general.

Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh: Molaim an Dáil a chur ar athló faoi Bhuan Ordú 32 chun an
ghné seo a phlé: the urgent need for the Government to abandon its plans to impose water
charges on ordinary households and in particular its intention, unveiled by the Minister yester-
day, to base the rates on the German model, which charges its citizens more for water than
any other country in the world and instead to upgrade the water distribution network, from
which up to 58% of water supplies are wasted at present, as a fairer and more cost effective
approach to water conservation.

Deputy James Bannon: I seek the adjournment of the Dáil under Standing Order 32 to
debate the following urgent matter: the dreadful impact of the new carbon tax, which is to
apply from 01 May 2010 to kerosene, marked gas oil, liquid petroleum gas, fuel oil and natural
gas at between 6% and 7% plus VAT, to the detriment of the already decimated farming and
business sectors under the stewardship of the Government.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: Hear, hear.

An Ceann Comhairle: Having considered the matters raised, they are not in order under
Standing Order 32.

Order of Business.

The Taoiseach: It is proposed to take No. 9, motion re proposed approval by Dáil Éireann
of the Defamation Act 2009 (Press Council) Order 2010, back from committee; No. 10, motion
re ministerial rota for parliamentary questions; No. 3, Central Bank Reform Bill 2010 — Order
for Second Stage and Second Stage. It is proposed, notwithstanding anything in Standing
Orders, that Nos. 9 and 10 shall be decided without debate. Private Members’ business shall
be No. 72, motion re energy security.

An Ceann Comhairle: There is one proposal to be put to the House today. Is the proposal
for dealing with Nos. 9 and 10 agreed to?

5 o’clock

Deputy Enda Kenny: I object to the Order of Business. I do so because No. 3, which proposes
to take the Central Bank Reform Bill, should be opposed on the basis that the Government
does not wish to extend the inquiry beyond September 2008. I outlined during Taoiseach’s

Questions what should be done if the Government is serious about sorting out
this matter for once and for all to restore our financial and banking sectors. I
refer to having absolutely above board the institutions that deal with finance and

financial lending with new regulatory regimes, as well as new oversight and regulation that
works. It is imperative that the inquiry is not a whitewash or a cover up and that it is open
ended to deal with the ongoing exposure of the further litany of banking scandals referred to
by the Minister for Finance in his speech in the House on 30 March. He stated that senior
banking officials had engaged in reckless lending for which the taxpayer would need to pay for
years to come and that the banks had played fast and loose with Irish economic interests. From
this perspective, I am opposed to the Order of Business, as it features something we must do.
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Deputy Eamon Gilmore: On behalf of the Labour Party, I also want to oppose the Order of
Business. These two motions are being taken together. As a general principle, that should not
be done. I agree with Deputy Kenny that the core issue today is that the Government is
relying on a make-believe investigation into what occurred in banking. Last session, it rejected
proposals by the Labour Party that there should be a proper inquiry into what occurred, partic-
ularly the Government’s role and that of the Taoiseach during his period as Minister for Fin-
ance. His replies today in response to Deputy Kenny and me are inadequate. For those reasons,
the Labour Party is opposing the proposals before the House on the Order of Business.

Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin: Banking regulation legislation is vital and its absence has
contributed in no small measure to the tragic situations we have witnessed. The ongoing effect
will be that ordinary citizens and families will face serious consequences in the time ahead. It
is imperative that there be real banking regulation in this jurisdiction.

The Sinn Féin Deputies, however, do not agree to the taking of this Bill in the absence of a
draft code setting out the standards of fitness and probity that must apply. The Bill referred to
by previous speakers as part of the Order Paper indicates that the code is a key requirement,
yet there is no indication as to how the code will be drafted, whether Opposition voices will
have any input and when such a draft will present. There is no provision for any of this. The
code setting out the standards of fitness and probity is central. It is one of the cornerstones of
any such legislation if the latter is to be effective.

An Ceann Comhairle: There will be ample opportunity later to make these comments. On
the proposal.

Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin: Exactly as previous speakers did, I am explaining the reasons
we oppose the proposals on the Order of Business. This Bill, as presented, is not properly
prepared, nor do we as Opposition voices have an understanding, let alone the opportunity to
scrutineer, what it is the Government will be imposing.

An Ceann Comhairle: Is the proposal for dealing with Nos. 9 and 10 agreed to?

Question put: “That the proposal for dealing with Nos. 9 and 10 be agreed to.”

The Dáil divided: Tá, 73; Níl, 71.

Tá

Ahern, Bertie.
Ahern, Dermot.
Ahern, Michael.
Ahern, Noel.
Andrews, Barry.
Andrews, Chris.
Aylward, Bobby.
Brady, Cyprian.
Browne, John.
Byrne, Thomas.
Calleary, Dara.
Carey, Pat.
Collins, Niall.
Conlon, Margaret.
Connick, Seán.
Coughlan, Mary.
Cowen, Brian.
Cregan, John.
Cuffe, Ciarán.
Curran, John.
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Dempsey, Noel.
Devins, Jimmy.
Dooley, Timmy.
Fitzpatrick, Michael.
Fleming, Seán.
Flynn, Beverley.
Gogarty, Paul.
Gormley, John.
Grealish, Noel.
Harney, Mary.
Haughey, Seán.
Healy-Rae, Jackie.
Hoctor, Máire.
Kelleher, Billy.
Kelly, Peter.
Kenneally, Brendan.
Kennedy, Michael.
Killeen, Tony.
Kitt, Michael P.
Kitt, Tom.
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Tá—continued

Lenihan, Brian.
McDaid, James.
McEllistrim, Thomas.
McGrath, Mattie.
McGrath, Michael.
McGuinness, John.
Mansergh, Martin.
Martin, Micheál.
Moloney, John.
Moynihan, Michael.
Mulcahy, Michael.
Nolan, M. J.
Ó Cuív, Éamon.
Ó Fearghaíl, Seán.
O’Brien, Darragh.
O’Connor, Charlie.
O’Dea, Willie.

Níl

Bannon, James.
Barrett, Seán.
Breen, Pat.
Broughan, Thomas P.
Bruton, Richard.
Burke, Ulick.
Burton, Joan.
Byrne, Catherine.
Carey, Joe.
Clune, Deirdre.
Connaughton, Paul.
Coonan, Noel J.
Costello, Joe.
Coveney, Simon.
Crawford, Seymour.
Creed, Michael.
Creighton, Lucinda.
D’Arcy, Michael.
Deasy, John.
Deenihan, Jimmy.
Doyle, Andrew.
Durkan, Bernard J.
Enright, Olwyn.
Feighan, Frank.
Ferris, Martin.
Flanagan, Charles.
Flanagan, Terence.
Gilmore, Eamon.
Hayes, Brian.
Hayes, Tom.
Higgins, Michael D.
Hogan, Phil.
Kehoe, Paul.
Kenny, Enda.
Lynch, Ciarán.
Lynch, Kathleen.

Tellers: Tá, Deputies John Curran and John Cregan; Níl, Deputies Paul Kehoe and Emmet
Stagg.

Question declared carried.
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O’Keeffe, Batt.
O’Keeffe, Edward.
O’Rourke, Mary.
O’Sullivan, Christy.
Power, Peter.
Power, Seán.
Roche, Dick.
Ryan, Eamon.
Sargent, Trevor.
Smith, Brendan.
Treacy, Noel.
Wallace, Mary.
White, Mary Alexandra.
Woods, Michael.

McCormack, Pádraic.
McEntee, Shane.
McGinley, Dinny.
McGrath, Finian.
McHugh, Joe.
McManus, Liz.
Morgan, Arthur.
Naughten, Denis.
Neville, Dan.
Noonan, Michael.
Ó Caoláin, Caoimhghín.
Ó Snodaigh, Aengus.
O’Donnell, Kieran.
O’Dowd, Fergus.
O’Mahony, John.
O’Shea, Brian.
O’Sullivan, Jan.
O’Sullivan, Maureen.
Penrose, Willie.
Perry, John.
Quinn, Ruairí.
Rabbitte, Pat.
Ring, Michael.
Shatter, Alan.
Sheahan, Tom.
Sheehan, P. J.
Sherlock, Seán.
Shortall, Róisín.
Stagg, Emmet.
Stanton, David.
Timmins, Billy.
Tuffy, Joanna.
Upton, Mary.
Varadkar, Leo.
Wall, Jack.
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Deputy Enda Kenny: I congratulate the Government Chief Whip on winning his first vote,
admittedly by a short head. Some Members opposite may have been a little concerned regard-
ing the closeness of the result.

Deputy James Bannon: It is Punchestown festival week.

Deputy Enda Kenny: On the legislative programme for 2010, it seems that despite the various
facilities available to it the Government has not yet been able to adjust the names of the
Departments to match what the Taoiseach indicated when he announced his Cabinet reshuffle.
In that context, reference is still being made to the Department of Education and Science,
which should be the Department of Education and Skills, and the Department of Enterprise,
Trade and Employment, which should be Enterprise, Trade and Innovation. The Department
of Social and Family Affairs will become the Department of Social Protection. Is there is a
reason for that?

Will the local government (Dublin mayor and regional authority) Bill be published, debated
and finalised before the end of the summer session? Has the Government made a decision on
whether the elections for a directly elected Lord Mayor of Dublin will take place this year? If
so, has a date been finalised?

I refer to the children’s referendum, to which the Government and the all-party committee
have committed. Has the Government signed off on a date on when the children’s referendum
will be held?

The Taoiseach: We are talking about publishing the local government (Dublin mayor and
regional authority) Bill during this session. We planned for that to take place during 2010. On
the children’s referendum, that report is to hand and is being considered by Government but
no decision has been made.

Deputy Enda Kenny: If it is intended to hold the mayoral election in 2010 and if there is a
possibility of holding the children’s referendum on the same day, is it the Taoiseach’s
intention——

The Taoiseach: No decision has been made.

Deputy Enda Kenny: Is it the Taoiseach’s intention to go further and hold a triple crown
and include the by-elections?

The Taoiseach: No decision has been made.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: Noting what the Taoiseach said that it is intended to hold the
election for the Lord Mayor of Dublin some time in 2010 and given that the people of Dublin
South would be going to the polls some time in 2010 anyway, does he agree the logical date to
have the Dublin South by-election would be on the same day as the election for the Lord
Mayor of Dublin? If he is going to have one by-election on that date, he might as well hold all
three. What would be the logic of having the election for the Lord Mayor of Dublin one day
and the by-elections on another day?

Since we are on the subject of the election of the Lord Mayor of Dublin, I note that is an
addition to the list of Bills we are to get from the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government. There are now three Bills on that list for this session. I notice two Bills on
the list for the last session have disappeared. One is the environment (miscellaneous provisions)
Bill, which the Minister promised would extend the scope of the landfill levy to include inciner-
ation. The Minister was relying on this Bill to do something about the incinerator in Ringsend.
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I am not quite clear what he was planning to do about the incinerator in Ringsend but he said
he would do something about it——

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: Incinerate it.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: ——and it was based on this Bill.

The problem is that this Bill has disappeared from the legislative programme. Does that
mean the Minister is not going to do whatever he intended to do about the incinerator in
Ringsend because the Bill is gone? Will the Taoiseach tell us what has happened to the Bill?

The Taoiseach: It is on the B list. The Minister has examined a number of approaches to the
application of waste facility levies and now considers it appropriate to consult key stakeholders
having regard to changed circumstances in the waste management market and in the broader
economy.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: The old stakeholders again.

The Taoiseach: Publication of the Bill will probably be next session and redrafting will likely
be required on foot of the consultation. Work is ongoing on that. I have made no decisions in
regard to the other matters.

Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin: In regard to promised legislation from the Department of
Health and Children, I note once again the current status of the eligibility for health and
personal social services Bill is “not possible to indicate”, as has been the case for so long. I
note very worryingly that the spring programme stated publication of the promised mental
health (amendment) Bill was expected to be 2010, but we have now been told publication is
expected in 2011. The Minister of State, Deputy John Moloney, who is responsible for mental
health, is in the House.

The spring programme indicated that publication of the public health (alcohol labelling
provisions) Bill and the reference pricing for drugs Bill was expected in 2010 but the current
programme states that it is not possible to indicate a publication date. Time after time, as
spokesperson for health and children, I, along with other Opposition voices covering this part-
icular portfolio, have highlighted to the Taoiseach the failure of the Department of Health and
Children and the Minister to ensure long promised and much needed legislation would be fast
tracked. Fast tracking does not come into consideration in regard to this Minister and this
Department’s work rate in terms of legislation, and I have not mentioned the nurses and
midwives Bill.

A very serious situation applies in this Department which merits the Taoiseach’s scrutiny as
well as that of other Opposition voices. Prior to the Easter recess, I wrote to the Minister for
Health and Children asking specific questions in regard to her then recent meeting with Justice
for Magdalenes representatives.

An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy will have to find some other way to pursue this matter.

Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin: I have a reply stating that because of industrial action——

An Ceann Comhairle: It is not on the Order of Business.

Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin: ——-she is unable to answer my parliamentary question.
The Minister attended that meeting and I am not aware that she is in the middle of a work to
rule or industrial action. It is well within her gift to respond to the question and she should not
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hide behind the cloak of the civil servants’ protest currently in train in her Department and in
other Departments. This is an absolute nonsense where Members of this House are not getting
responses to legitimate parliamentary questions. Rather than pleading with me——

An Ceann Comhairle: There are other ways to raise the matter.

Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin: ——the Ceann Comhairle might very well do a better job
pleading with Cabinet members to respond to Opposition voices——

An Ceann Comhairle: My duty is to ensure we have order on the Order of Business.

Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin: ——as is their duty and responsibility.

Deputy Jan O’Sullivan: I refer to one of the matters raised by Deputy Ó Caoláin, the nurses
and midwives Bill. He is absolutely right about the spillage in time in regard to practically
every Bill on the list from the Minister for Health and Children. The nurses and midwives Bill
was on the A list in the last session, which meant it should have been popped into my letter
box before I returned to the House, but it did not. It is on the A list again. Will the nurses and
midwives Bill be published this session and not in the summer holidays?

Another Bill on that list, which Deputy Ó Caoláin did not mention, relates to sunbeds.
During the slack period last summer, the Minister made great play about how she would ban
or control sunbeds but we have not heard a murmur from her.

An Ceann Comhairle: Is there promised legislation in that area?

Deputy Jan O’Sullivan: That is on the never-never land list of Bills which will be published
sometime or somewhere.

An Ceann Comhairle: We will make inquiries for the Deputy.

Deputy Jan O’Sullivan: Yesterday, the Irish Cancer Society expressed concern about sun-
beds. Is the Minister ever going to do a little bit of work here?

The Taoiseach: I understand the nurses and midwives Bill is due to be published next week.
The Whip has been rigorous in ensuring we get the Bills on A list. A complaint of Deputies is
when Bills are put on the A list but they are not published. It is better to have as good and as
accurate a list as possible which is realistic and based on current drafting issues. The Office of
the Attorney General and other legal draftspeople have been very busy.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: Will sunbeds make it?

The Taoiseach: They are being warmed up at the moment.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: They must be set at high burn at this stage.

The Taoiseach: To make a serious point, I understand consultations have been completed at
this stage. I know this matter was raised by the Irish Cancer Society and I do not wish to
belittle it in any way.

On the other matters raised by Deputy Ó Caoláin, if it is not possible to give a publication
date at this stage, it is best to say so but that it is not to suggest that work is not ongoing on
the matter. The legislation to which the Deputy referred, the Nurses and Midwives Bill, should
be published next week.
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Deputy James Bannon: Given the recent announcement by the Minister for the Envir-
onment, Heritage and Local Government of a list of heritage sites proposed for world heritage
status, the failure to publish a national monuments Bill is a major stumbling block to the
preservation of our heritage. The Bill has again been put at the hind tit of the legislative
programme. When can we expect this long overdue legislation?

The Minister is running around the country closing down bogs and banning hunting——

An Ceann Comhairle: It is not necessary for the Deputy to elaborate. We will find out the
position regarding the promised legislation.

Deputy James Bannon: ——all of which is degrading the rural environment. When will he
do something constructive for the country?

Deputy Billy Kelleher: Perhaps Deputy Bannon will draw up a list of national monuments.

An Ceann Comhairle: Is legislation promised?

The Taoiseach: The Bill in question is very detailed and comprehensive. Work on the legis-
lation is ongoing and heads have been drafted. Detailed discussions are required between the
Office of the Attorney General and Department. The Bill, about which the Deputy speaks on
a weekly basis, is very large. Perhaps I will dampen the Deputy’s enthusiasm a little by stating
it will not come before the House too soon.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: Hope springs eternal.

Deputy Charles Flanagan: The Minister, Deputy Gormley, would be better off hunting
Bannon than banning hunting.

Deputy Mary Upton: I and every other Member of the House received an e-mail this morning
concerning dead horses which have been decomposing in a field in Lucan for six weeks. This
is becoming a health and safety issue.

An Ceann Comhairle: Is legislation promised?

Deputy Mary Upton: Given that the Wildlife (Amendment) Bill has been published, perhaps
some concern will be shown for domestic animals. A Bill is promised on animal health and
welfare.

The Taoiseach: I do not have a date for that Bill.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: The question is whether any agency of the State takes responsibility
for this issue. I raised the matter with the county manager in south Dublin some time ago.
Horses are regularly being subjected to cruelty and there are, as Deputy Upton stated, two
horse corpses in a field adjacent to Fonthill railway station. Somebody should intervene because
everybody is dodging the issue. I do not want to make a political point.

The Taoiseach indicated to me about three weeks ago that the Minister for Justice, Equality
and Law Reform is bringing proposals to Cabinet for a referendum to excise the reference to
blasphemy in the Constitution. I asked the Minister about this during the subsequent Question
Time and while I will not say he sought to resile from that position, he certainly left the
impression that rather than being a commitment to having a referendum to excise the reference
to blasphemy, his statement fell more into the category of the late Seamus Brennan’s dictum
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that whatever one does, one should put out something on a Sunday. Does the Government
propose to hold such a referendum and, if so, when will it take place?

The Taoiseach: The Government has not made a decision to hold such a referendum. The
issue is one of a series of issues that would require a referendum were they to be proceeded
with. The issue of holding a referendum on children is also being considered.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: Ministers should not toss out commitments to hold referenda if they
are merely thinking aloud. Many people who are interested in this issue understood from the
Minister’s statement that there would be a referendum, given his view that this was a consti-
tutional imperative and he had to enshrine it in the new Defamation Act. I do not know what
to take from the Taoiseach’s response as to whether there will or will not be a referendum
on blasphemy.

The Taoiseach: Based on what the Minister has said, a referendum rather than legislation
would be required to deal with the matter. A decision on the timing and detail of how or when
that would be done has not been taken by the Government.

Deputy Charles Flanagan: On promised legislation, I remind the Taoiseach that in recent
weeks, notably since the House rose for the Easter recess, a number of disturbing attacks have
been made on so-called head shops throughout the State. I have a record of eight such attacks
involving petrol bombs, arson and explosive devices. The Minister for Health and Children has
given some commitments on dealing with the issue, the Minister of State, Deputy Curran, has
expressed responsibility and the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform recently
entered the fray by promising legislation. What is the Government response to the matter of
head shops, with particular reference to attacks on such premises involving criminal gangsters
and dissident republicans? The Government appears to be standing by and allowing these
incidents to take place all too frequently.

According to the legislative programme, the Minister for Health and Children is unable to
indicate the possible date on which the legislation to license these facilities is expected. What
is the story? What Departments are involved in this matter and what action, by way of legis-
lation, will the Government take on this issue?

Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh: I attended a meeting of the Joint Committee on European
Scrutiny today at which the Secretary General of the Department of Justice, Equality and Law
Reform indicated that legislation was being prepared on head shops. When I returned to my
office, however, I noted that the legislative programme does not refer to any legislation related
to head shops.

An Ceann Comhairle: I ask the Deputy not to elaborate on the issue as he has put the core
of a question.

Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh: The Secretary General asked us to watch this space, as it were,
but gave no indication about the timing of legislation or whether measures on head shops
would be included in other legislation proposed in the legislative programme. Will stand-alone
legislation be introduced to address all aspects of head shops or will measures be attached to
the chemicals (amendment) Bill, Mental Capacity Bill or public health Bills?

The Children’s Act 1991 banned the sale of glues and other products to children aged under
18 years. A one line amendment to that legislation would ensure that products currently being
sold in head shops were banned for sale to those aged under 18 years. This, at least, should be
done urgently.
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Deputy Thomas P. Broughan: The Taoiseach will recall that a few years ago Members gath-
ered one morning to pass legislation to protect State property and did so in about one hour. I
was the Labour Party spokesperson on the relevant issue at the time. Will the Taoiseach not
do likewise with regard to head shops given the fear and danger they present in our communi-
ties and in light of the issues raised by the two previous speakers? Surely it would be possible
to so, especially given the high standards we apply to all food products——

An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy may not make a Second Stage speech on the Order
of Business.

Deputy Thomas P. Broughan: We also have a food safety agency and so forth. Why does the
Taoiseach not act?

The Taoiseach: On the question of banning certain products or substances, under the Misuse
of Drugs Act it is proposed to introduce controls on a broad range of substances, which would
make the possession and sale of these substances illegal and subject to criminal sanctions. The
draft regulations have been notified to the European Commission under the relevant technical
standards directives. This is a requirement as controls under the Misuse of Drugs Act involve
a restriction on trade.

In preparing the required regulations the Department of Health and Children consulted the
relevant authorities to ensure that any legitimate uses of the substances involved are not
impinged upon. Four years ago, the Minister for Health and Children banned magic mushrooms
and their possession and sale are now illegal. Similar action was taken on 31 March last year
to control and criminalise the possession and sale of BZP.

Banning substances is an important and necessary step and one of a range of interventions
needed to tackle the issue. We are also working on a cross-departmental group with the
Attorney General to ascertain how best to draw up legislation that would be watertight and
not subject to constitutional challenge. We are also working in a cross-departmental group with
the Attorney General to see how best to draw up watertight legislation that is not subject to
constitutional challenge.

Deputy Ruairí Quinn: I am glad that the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Skills is
in the House, because I would like to draw her attention to the fact that there are two groups
of schools operating illegally and in probable breach of the Constitution. I am referring to the
community and VEC sponsored schools. There is no legal patronage for them and they are
now in probably in breach of the Constitution in respect of faith formation inside the school
hours and the segregation of five and six year old children on the basis of their declared
religion. When does the Government propose to bring forward the education (patronage) Bill?

The Taoiseach: That is on the list for this session.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: What is the current position on the landlord and tenant Bill?
This Bill was supposed to reform and consolidate the law on landlords and tenants. Has the
Bill been drafted, or has progress at least taken place in drafting it? What is the current position
on the national vetting bureau Bill? Many people consider this Bill is urgently needed. Has the
drafting been completed or has it even begun? When will it go before the Cabinet?

The Taoiseach: The second Bill is being drafted as a priority under the aegis of the Minister
of State, Deputy Andrews. The landlord and tenant Bill will not be drafted until next year.
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Deputy Liz McManus: I want to ask the Taoiseach about the climate change Bill. A proposed
Bill was presented by the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Environment, Heritage and Local
Government last year, and it included an explanatory memorandum for legislation. The Mini-
ster, Deputy Gormley, produced a framework document soon after that which set out his
intentions on a climate change Bill. The indications then were that the Bill would be debated
by June 2010. I am surprised to find that in the legislative programme, we do not have any
indication on when that Bill might be ready. I presume that it will not now be ready in 2010
or even in 2011. Would it be helpful if the committee produced the Bill for the Government?
We are well able to do so as we have done it already in respect of the Foreshore Act. Green
Party voters will be very disappointed at the fact that there is no indication for a climate change
Bill. Would the Taoiseach welcome such a Bill if it was produced by the Joint Committee on
Environment, Heritage and Local Government? Would he take it seriously and implement the
targets that we must meet due to our international commitments?

The Taoiseach: The Government approved a framework for a climate change Bill which sets
out its key priorities but work is still ongoing. A parliamentary question for the Minister on
the attitude of the Department to the suggestion made is the best way to deal with this.

Deputy Joan Burton: It is probably over six years since I raised in this House the issue of
management companies and the difficult situation in which residents find themselves. A group
of people in houses in my constituency subject to a management company saw their water and
electricity supply cut off over Easter because the developer — a friend of the Taoiseach’s own
party — is sunning himself in Spain and has left no money in the management company. People
had no water for their children. They had no——

An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy, we have spent a lot of time on the Order of Business and you
are out of order.

Deputy Joan Burton: I want to ask about two Bills that have been sunning themselves in the
Seanad, like the developer in Marbella, namely, the Property Services (Regulation) Bill 2009
and the Multi-Unit Development Bill 2009. When is it proposed to take these Bills so that my
constituents will not have their water and electricity supply cut off?

An Ceann Comhairle: The detail is not necessary at this point. Have we promised legislation
in this area?

Deputy Joan Burton: When will this be completed? I have raised this issue with the former
Taoiseach, with successive Ministers who were in charge of this area, both in the Department
of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and in the Department of Justice,
Equality and Law Reform. My constituents are still waiting and many of them are now paying
€2,500 per year in management charges. Can the Taoiseach tell me when we will have a
resolution?

An Ceann Comhairle: The elaboration is not necessary at this point.

The Taoiseach: The first Bill is on Committee Stage in the Seanad and the second Bill is on
Report Stage in the Seanad.

An Ceann Comhairle: Tá go maith. We will now move——

Deputy Joan Burton: Can I ask the Taoiseach——
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An Ceann Comhairle: You have been advised what is the position on the legislation. It is in
the Seanad and is a matter for the other House.

Deputy Joan Burton: When will it finish in the Seanad?

The Taoiseach: That is a matter for the Seanad.

Deputy Joan Burton: Children have been left without running water in their houses in 2010.
It is a disgrace by Fianna Fáil. The developers are laughing at us.

An Ceann Comhairle: We are moving on.

(Interruptions).

Deputy Joan Burton: They are sunning themselves in Marbella.

Deputy Billy Kelleher: Was the Deputy in Marbella herself?

Deputy Joan Burton: They have given the rest of us the two fingers. Maybe the bankers
should join them.

Proposed approval by Dáil Éireann of the Defamation Act 2009 (Press Council) Order 2010:
Motion

Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy John Curran): I move:

That Dáil Éireann approves the following Order in draft:

Defamation Act 2009 (Press Council) Order 2010,

copies of which have been laid in draft form before Dáil Éireann on 22 March, 2010.

Question put and agreed to.

Ministerial Rota for Parliamentary Questions: Motion.

Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy John Curran): I move:

That, notwithstanding anything in the Resolution of the Dáil of 14 June, 2007, setting out
the rota in which Questions to members of the Government are to be asked, Questions for
oral answer, following those next set down to the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food, shall be set down to Ministers in the following temporary sequence:

Minister for Finance

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science

whereupon the sequence established by the resolution of 14 June, 2007, shall continue with
Questions to the Minister for Health and Children.”

Question put and agreed to.
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Private Notice Questions.

————

Air Space and Air Traffic.

An Ceann Comhairle: I will call on the Deputies who tabled questions to the Minister for
Transport in the order in which they submitted their questions to my office.

Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport if he will make an urgent
statement to the House on the steps he is taking to respond to the stranding of tens of thousands
of air passengers in Ireland and abroad; the other forms of connectivity, in particular marine
connectivity, being enhanced to deal with the current crisis in view of tens of thousands of
travellers as well as the high value exports that depend on this connectivity; while acknowl-
edging the safety-critical nature of air travel and the paramount importance of protecting air
passengers and aviation staff, when he believes that air travel will fully resume; the information
he has reviewed in terms of the operation of aircraft and the opening of airspace in view of
these extreme conditions, and the way he has liaised with EU transport Ministers to facilitate
the earliest safe resumption of aviation.

Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport the assistance the Government is
providing to stranded passengers and to enterprises dependant on aviation and tourism gener-
ally in order to alleviate the effects of the current crisis in aviation; and if he will make a
statement of the matter.

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): A Cheann Comhairle, I thank you and the
Deputies opposite for providing me with the opportunity to address this matter in the House.

The volcanic eruptions in Iceland since last Thursday, 15 April have caused unprecedented
disruption to European airline operations. In order to ensure safety for aircraft and passengers,
the immediate reaction of the national air navigation authorities across northern Europe,
including the Irish Aviation Authority, was to impose flight restrictions in areas affected by
the ash cloud. This had the effect of stranding hundreds of thousands of passengers ever since.
As the scale and implications of the eruptions became apparent over the course of the morning
and early afternoon of 15 April, my Department activated the Government taskforce on emer-
gency planning later that afternoon.

The task force has met on a daily basis at the national emergency co-ordinating centre and
is chaired by the Department of Transport. It comprises representatives from all the relevant
Departments and agencies. In response to the crisis, the EU Ministers discussed the current
restrictions during a teleconference yesterday afternoon and agreed a co-ordinated response
that would permit the progressive opening of European airspace based on technical data
already gathered and on emerging data.

It was agreed that three different zones will be effective as follows. A no-fly zone will be
maintained in the central nucleus of the ash emissions as safety cannot be guaranteed. An outer
buffer zone will be created where operations will not, in principle, be impeded, even though
there may be small amounts of ash in this zone. Decisions about operations in this zone will
be taken in a co-ordinated manner by the authorities of the member states, based on all of the
information available to the authorities. There will then be a third zone, unaffected by the ash,
where no restrictions of any kind would be imposed on operations. This began to be
implemented throughout European airspace from 5 o’clock this morning. However, as a result
of increased eruptions yesterday afternoon and prevailing weather conditions, the anticipated
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prospects for easing flight restrictions in Irish airspace has not materialised. The latest infor-
mation from the Irish Aviation Authority, issued at 4 p.m. this afternoon, is that Dublin and
Cork airports will both remain closed until 8 p.m. this evening. Shannon airport is currently
open but will close at 7 p.m. this evening. A further update from the Irish Aviation Authority
will issue at 8 p.m. this evening.

The latest geological advice and information is that volcanic activity has entered a phase of
less ash being generated. Met Éireann reports that while the forecast remains unchanged for
the next few days, further evidence indicates that the weekend will bring changes to our
weather pattern, which should enable flight restrictions to be eased over Ireland and Europe.
I have asked my Department to contact the airlines to establish how they intend to resume
services, including with the backlog, as airspace reopens.

It is difficult to estimate the number of Irish people stranded abroad but based on overall
figures estimated by the European Commission, it could be 30,000 or more. However, the
information available is that a significant proportion of this number may have successfully
returned to Ireland by ferry. The task force was informed today that while demand is very
heavy, ferries still have some spare capacity.

Yesterday, the Department of Foreign Affairs’ crisis response centre dealt with over 1,100
inquiries, mainly seeking information about alternative travel arrangements. An official from
the Irish embassy in Paris is positioned in Cherbourg to be of assistance to travellers.

In order to support visitors stranded in Ireland, Fáilte Ireland is in daily contact with 4,000
accommodation providers across the country and the 70 tourist offices. I understand that special
accommodation rates in Bord Fáilte-approved premises are available for travellers who can
demonstrate that they have been stranded. The Department of Enterprise, Trade and Inno-
vation reported that while a number of companies have experienced particular difficulties, a
substantial number of Irish exporters have found alternative channels for their products.

Deputy Thomas P. Broughan: I thank the Minister for his response. Why could we not get
much more precise figures on the number of Irish travellers stranded abroad than either the
Minister or one of his officials gave us this afternoon? We were given a figure of 20,000 to
30,000 but was it not possible to obtain more precise information from companies such as Aer
Lingus, Ryanair and Aer Arann? Has the Minister been in contact with other EU governments,
including the UK, regarding that matter?

I am glad to hear the Minister’s announcement concerning Fáilte Ireland. My colleague,
Deputy Mary Upton, sought such a facility for passengers stranded here but what about the
performance of the airlines themselves? As the Minister knows, serious complaints have been
made on Joe Duffy’s “Liveline” show and other programmes about the difficulty of contacting
Aer Lingus and Ryanair. People in Spain and other European countries have said that the two
main Irish airlines did not want to know.

The EU Transport Commissioner, Siim Kallas, says that EU passenger rights continue to
apply in these circumstances, including the right to receive information from airlines, as well
as the right to care, refreshment, meals and accommodation, as appropriate, and the right to
choose between reimbursement or being re-routed. Those are the rights that passengers have,
yet it seems that the two main Irish airlines have not behaved well in this regard. Is that the
Minister’s experience and, if so, does he have any message for Aer Lingus and Ryanair?

I also welcome the announcement by Ulster Bank that it is providing credit facilities for our
people who are stranded abroad. Has the Minister had any contact with the Minister for Fin-
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ance, the Central Bank and the other main banks to ask if they will emulate Ulster Bank’s
example?

Why did it take five days for the Minister and the other EU transport ministers to have a
video conference on this matter? Why did they not act on Friday or Saturday? While it is a
natural disaster, it would have been useful if transport ministers had an earlier video conference
with the EU Transport Commissioner. Will the Minister have ongoing meetings with his EU
counterparts now?

Despite what the Minister said about the three zones, can he provide more details on the
No-fly, Buffer and Third zones? How many miles wide are they?

There has been some criticism of the scientific advice by a Dutch MEP, Peter van Dalen.
He said that the original ban was far too rigid. We have had experience in the Far East,
including the Pacific, and North America, including Alaska, of aircraft having to cope with
volcanic ash. Mr. van Dalen and some other MEPs believe that the original response was too
rigid. We should have had more detailed meetings and a quicker recourse to international
scientific advice to see if a partial reopening of airspace was possible.

Yesterday, President Grimsson of Iceland said that if the big volcano beside Eyjafjallajökull,
called Katla, blows we will have to consider other forms of transport than aviation. What is the
Minister’s estimate of the economic damage to Irish airports, airlines and other companies
operating out of airports? When all this is over, will there be any ongoing thinking in the
Department about how important maritime and rail links are to this country?

Deputy Noel Dempsey: The Deputy has raised a number of questions. Regulation EC 261
of 2004 applies to the rights of passengers. The enforcement body for this particular regulation
in Ireland is the Commission for Aviation Regulation. The rights contained in that regulation
apply to all passengers departing from EU airports as well as to those passengers departing
from outside the EU, but arriving at an EU airport. The regulation does not apply to passengers
travelling free of charge or at a reduced rate, but applies to scheduled and non-scheduled
flights. It sets out minimum rights for air passengers when certain events occur, namely, being
denied boarding, flight cancellations or flight delays. In summary, when a flight is cancelled
with no prior notice, passengers are entitled to be informed of their legal rights by the airline;
have access to telephone, fax, telex or other forms of communication; a refund or an alternative
flight to their destination, subject to availability; and food, refreshments and accommodation
offered by the airline, free of charge, while waiting.

Deputy Thomas P. Broughan: The allegation is that people have been left to their own
devices. Is that good enough?

An Ceann Comhairle: Please allow the Minister to continue.

Deputy Noel Dempsey: The Deputy requested information and I am imparting it to him. If
that is not happening — and I agree that in some cases it is not — the body that will enforce
that and to which people should report, is the Commission for Aviation Regulation. Currently,
however, as people are in very difficult circumstances, it will not be much good to them to
report to the Commission for Aviation Regulation and get compensation afterwards. Through
my Department therefore I have been in contact with airlines where complaints have been
made. I have to say that I have only received complaints about one airline — and it is not the
one we would normally expect — concerning a lack of information and people not being able
to get through to get information from it. I do not think the amount of information being made
available from, or contact with, the airline is sufficient. Airline management will say that
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because of the major difficulties as a result of the number of people caught in different places,
many of their systems, such as telephone systems, are having difficulty coping.

6 o’clock

The bodies responsible for ensuring clear air space over Ireland and Europe are the various
aviation authorities. They were in action from the word “go” in this regard. Eurocontrol is the
organisation responsible for the safety of air traffic in central Europe and it was in close contact

with the various air traffic control bodies in all areas. Together, they make the
decisions on operational matters. I heard the captain of the flight that went
through volcanic ash some years ago say on radio today that politicians should

stay out of such decisions because they are made on the basis of scientific advice. The scientific
advice available was to the effect that there should be no flights. It is only when it was antici-
pated that the ash would start to disperse that the need for a political decision arose. The
European Union Presidency arranged the teleconference yesterday for that reason and a
decision was made as a result.

The Deputy asked how wide the various zones were. The extent of the zones depends on
the ash, its dispersal and the cloud. The primary or no-fly zone is the area immediately around
the volcano. The second zone is the area covered by the ash cloud. Maps are produced on a
daily basis and these track the ash cloud. The area involved becomes the buffer zone and when
it is deemed safe to fly in that zone, flights will be allowed. The size or width of the zones
varies, depending on the ash in the air.

Some people feel we over reacted. It is easy for people to say that now. However, if a plane
crashed in Irish air space, I am sure I would be here trying to explain why I had not told the
aviation authority to close down Irish air space. It would be a similar case if a crash occurred
in Europe. It is very easy for people with no responsibility in this matter to say we over reacted.
I refute and reject that. We operated and reacted in accordance with the general scientific
advice available. However, the specifics of the cloud of ash over Ireland had to be measured
and we had to obtain the scientific data. The precautionary principle was applied and I believe
it was the correct approach.

On the Deputy’s final point, it will be some time before the cost to airlines and airports can
be fully measured, because it is an ongoing situation. I have seen estimates for Aer Lingus of
a possible loss of €5 million a day, but some of that loss will be made up when flights are
resumed. A loss in the region of from €7 million to €10 million per day has been projected for
Ryanair and a loss of from €15 million to €20 million a day for British Airways. The airports
are also losing revenue, as are the retail outlets in the airports. Tourism will also lose out in
some way, but this loss may be compensated for by the fact that some people are staying home
for holidays and some tourists have been delayed here. There are swings and roundabouts with
regard to the problem. The damage from an economic and export point of view, if any, will
not be known for some time.

Deputy Fergus O’Dowd: I thank the Ceann Comhairle for placing this matter on the agenda
today. I agree with the Minister that we cannot interfere with the scientific evidence and that
safety must be paramount. However, I have questions about the Minister’s accountability and
that of the Department of Foreign Affairs in dealing with the issues.

What protocols are or were in place last Thursday to deal with people who were stranded
abroad? I refer specifically to Madrid where over 200 passengers were stranded and unable to
make or receive contact from the Irish Embassy there over the weekend. I received a number
of calls from people concerned about this. Does the Minister not agree that all our consulates
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and embassies, or at least those in key hubs, should have immediately put a 24-hour service in
place, or at least a service from 7 a.m. to midnight, to deal with the queries of people who were
worried and concerned? I am unhappy that was not the case. Having been contacted by people
in distress, I raised the matter with the Department of Foreign Affairs on Sunday morning. It
immediately rang the people concerned and gave them help and advice. However, they did not
get that assistance in Madrid and their calls were not answered. I would like the Minister to
analyse the reason for that and bring the facts to our attention. What protocols are in place for
such contingencies?

A significant question also arises with regard to people stranded abroad with medical prob-
lems. A number of people who were also in Madrid contacted me in this regard. They had
difficulty, even when they had a scanned copy of their prescriptions from their doctors in
Ireland, because these were not accepted by the pharmacists in Madrid. It is important that
embassies and consulates are able to disseminate the names and addresses of doctors or phar-
macists who could assist such patients. It would, for example, be helpful if lists of doctors in
the relevant countries were posted on the Department’s website. Some people had unforeseen
medical expenses or missed appointments here or have incurred expenses over and above what
they expected. Will the Minister consider this from a humanitarian point of view and try to
address the issue with regard to those who faced significant expenditure or had to pay for
private consultations?

There has also been an issue with regard to profiteering. I understand a group of eight people
stranded in Tenerife are being charged the princely sum of €1,200 for a flight from Tenerife to
Barcelona. Profiteering is an issue that has arisen and I would like to know what the European
Union will do to deal with it. Profiteers are trying to get blood out of a stone and people are
being put into extreme expenditure due to unfair profiteering by agencies abroad. Can or
should the European Union do more to arrange that national governments put protocols in
place in this regard? The Minister has said that he has arranged that people stranded here will
not be ripped off and has made special provisions with bed and breakfast accommodation for
travellers. I welcome that. Can we insist that a policy be developed to be put in place through-
out the European Union for the future?

The dormant volcano close to the erupting volcano is expected to blow within the next
decade or at least during this century. It will have been dormant for 100 years in 2016. What
arrangements are being put in place to deal with that? Its eruption may be more severe and
have more adverse effects than those we are suffering currently. We need a structure in place
to ensure that people are ready to act immediately, that the Department of Foreign Affairs
and our embassies abroad are available on a 24-hour basis and that arrangements are put in
place to deal with medical and profiteering issues.

Larger countries, such as the United Kingdom, have the capacity to send their naval services
to carry citizens home. We should be able to liaise with those countries and make an arrange-
ment or put a strategy in place to obtain their assistance. An arrangement should also be made
for Governments, such as the Spanish Government, to deal with the issues of people stranded
in places like Tenerife and the Canaries. People stranded in those areas are being charged a
fortune to leave those areas and get back to the Spanish mainland.

Deputy Noel Dempsey: A number of issues were raised. Some of them were not directly
related but I will try to respond as best I can. An event such as this is unprecedented in Europe
and I do not think any of us ever imagined when this began last Thursday that we would still
be talking about it on Tuesday or would probably be speaking about its effects on this day
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week also. As soon as the air space is freed up I expect we will have an urgent meeting of
Ministers with responsibility for transport to discuss all aspects of it.

On the Deputy’s final point, with regard to it recurring in the short term with the same
volcano or with the large one beside it, Katla, we need to learn from what has happened. In
this regard the Deputy mentioned incidents which need to be examined. The behaviour, reac-
tion and response of the airlines and airports should be examined as should the response of
host countries to try to learn from them. It is fair to state that although sometimes European
regulations can be fairly obscure we probably have the strongest set of guarantees for passen-
gers of any area in the world. However, I am sure we can learn from this experience and
perhaps improve them.

I do not know whether anything can be done about profiteering in other countries of which
I heard about from various constituents. However, I acknowledge, as the Deputy did, that in
Ireland while we can be accused of raising prices when demand increases for specific events
what has happened here generally with regard to accommodation and meals is that registered
bed and breakfast and Fáilte Ireland outlets have endeavoured to keep prices down to make
those already distressed feel a little more at home. They are to be commended for that. I
must correct the Deputy as it was not something we told them to do, they undertook to do
it themselves.

Deputy Fergus O’Dowd: That is very good.

Deputy Noel Dempsey: Fáilte Ireland was on the group and issues were raised with it to
ensure there would be accommodation and this was the response we received. The Irish tourism
industry and accommodation providers can take a bow for this.

I am disappointed to hear what the Deputy had to say about the Department of Foreign
Affairs. I cannot contradict it. I know he stated it more in sorrow than in anger because in my
experience the Department has always been very responsive. Perhaps it was overrun with this
particular problem. I have not received that many complaints about its lack of response but I
take the Deputy’s point on it. The matter has been resolved now. The Department of Foreign
Affairs has an emergency number in place and people are using it. More than 1,000 people
used it yesterday. I am sure all of us, including the Deputy, were told the best advice we could
give was to contact consuls and embassies abroad. Anybody who managed to do so was looked
after very well. His point was that perhaps in the first two or three days they were not able
to get——

Deputy Fergus O’Dowd: Over the weekend there was voice-mail but no voice.

Deputy Noel Dempsey: We will take that up. The point was made that people were not able
to obtain their medicines or were running out of them. That has been largely resolved although
there were some difficulties with it.

Deputy Pat Breen: I will raise different issues so we will not have repetition. Many airlines
are speaking about compensation. Last night, the chief executive of British Airways, Willie
Walsh, stated there was a precedent for this as it happened after the attacks of 11 September
2001 when the United States skies were closed. Will the Minister make representations at EU
level for compensation, in particular for Irish airlines? Ireland is an island nation and is very
much dependant on aviation, as has been seen in recent days. Aer Lingus stated it is running
losses of €4 million a day although it has cash reserves of approximately €375 million. This has
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put huge strain on airlines. We do not know yet how much Ryanair is losing. Will a case be
made at European level for compensation?

At their video-conference meeting on Monday did the Ministers put in place a contingency
plan in the event of something similar happening whereby Ministers with responsibility for
transport or Governments would meet aviation authorities to discuss such emergencies? This
one has cost Europe much.

Deputy Noel Dempsey: If the EU decides to offer compensation to airlines we will make a
very strong case for Irish airlines. However, at this point in time, with the budgetary situation
we have, we do not anticipate we will be leading a charge to have States compensating airlines.
We do not have the money to do so and we cannot do so. I saw the statement issued by the
EU Commissioner, which was a bit careful. If the EU decides to provide a compensation
package we will fight for our share of it. However, we do not anticipate being in a position to
pay compensation directly to airlines because of our financial situation. I would be wary of
compensation for an event such as this because it would tend to favour larger legacy airlines
in Europe rather than ourselves. In the longer term it might prove to be more detrimental than
help to Irish airlines.

As soon as the situation is resolved there will be a formal meeting of Ministers at which we
will have a discussion and, having learned from this particular experience, put in place whatever
plans are necessary for anything that might happen in the future.

Deputy Thomas P. Broughan: I want to ask the Minister again about people abroad running
out of money. Will he and the Minister for Finance, Deputy Brian Lenihan, speak to the banks
other than Ulster Bank to enable people to have enough credit?

I commend Bus Éireann for laying on extra coaches to London and other parts of the UK.
Is this something the Minister can encourage? Will he liaise with Irish Ferries, Stena Line and
the other operators to ensure we have a fallback position on the maritime and road fronts?

Deputy Noel Dempsey: I can raise that with the Minister for Finance. It is hoped that as a
result of what has been stated here other banks will take the lead from Ulster Bank.

I commend Bus Éireann on the way it responded by putting on extra buses. I am sure there
is business for other companies if they want to look in that direction. We have been in contact
with ferry operators and they also participated in the task force. The capacity is still there. An
extra 500 people were brought back on the Swansea to Cork ferry last night which indicates
the ferries are responding very well. It will be important to learn the lessons from this and the
importance of having Irish ferries operating is underlined by an incident such as this.

Deputy Fergus O’Dowd: Some people may have incurred excessive or unusual medical
expenses through no fault of their own as a result of being out of the country and having to pay
for it abroad when they would have got it free at home. Would the Government be prepared to
consider cases with such significant expenses?

Deputy Noel Dempsey: I could not undertake that the Government would underwrite those
expenses. However, I would take it that insurance policies would cover them. I can certainly
raise the other point the Deputy made on appointments with the Minister for Health and
Children. Someone who might have missed an important medical appointment should be facili-
tated. I will take up that with the Minister.

439



Central Bank Reform Bill 2010: 20 April 2010. Second Stage

Central Bank Reform Bill 2010: Order for Second Stage.

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): I move: “That Second Stage be taken now.”

Question put and agreed to.

Central Bank Reform Bill 2010: Second Stage.

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): I move: “That the Bill be now read a
Second Time.”

It is now three weeks since I outlined to this House the last major element of the Govern-
ment’s strategy to resolve our banking crisis. The decisive and bold steps we have taken are
not popular, and the honest and full disclosure by the Government and its agencies of the
appalling mess we have uncovered within our banks has shocked the nation. However, I believe
there is recognition among the citizens that the measures we have taken are necessary and that
they are the correct measures to put our financial institutions back on a sound footing so that
they can return to the business of serving the best interests of our economy.

I believe public confidence in the system of regulation we have put in place is growing by
the day and I believe that the work of NAMA in cleaning up the banks’ balance sheets and
forcing them and their borrowers to face up to their losses is winning the respect of the public.
I want to acknowledge, in particular, the contributions of the Governor of the Central Bank,
Professor Patrick Honohan, the Financial Regulator, Matthew Elderfield, and the chief execu-
tive of NAMA, Brendan McDonagh. In the past three weeks, they have, in their respective
roles brought enormous credibility and professionalism to the new structures the Government
has put in place to resolve the banking crisis.

The decisions we have taken have met with approval internationally. The IMF has stated the
measures we have put in place will preserve our financial stability and ensure our banks can
withstand any future losses. The Commission Vice-President for Competition, Joaquín Almu-
nia, has also endorsed our actions. Specifically he said, “There is no doubt that both Anglo
Irish Bank and INBS need a significant recapitalisation to meet their obligations. The measures
are also necessary to preserve financial stability in Ireland.” There has been favourable com-
mentary from respected newspapers such as the Financial Times and The Wall Street Journal
as well as The Economist magazine and Newsweek. The financial markets have reacted favour-
ably. The ratings agency Moody’s described NAMA as an ingenious mechanism with several
successful historical precedents.

All of this international approval reinforces the confidence engendered by the manner in
which the Government has addressed the imbalance in our public finances in the past two
years. The fact is that Ireland is now regarded by international investors as a country that faces
up to its problems and deals with them effectively. The credit for this growing confidence rests
with the citizens themselves. They have demonstrated their gritty determination to get this
economy back on the road to growth. They have shown the world that the enterprising spirit
that brought us the boom is alive and well and will lead us back to recovery.

The ESRI in its quarterly economic commentary published last week confirmed the forecast
of the Central Bank of Ireland and of my own Department of a return to growth in the second
half of this year. There is mounting evidence that economic conditions are stabilising. Con-
sumer sentiment is improving, car sales have increased noticeably, while surveys of manufactur-
ing and services firms confirm we are moving in the right direction. The emerging recovery is,
out of necessity, being led by the exporting sectors of our economy. This reflects the somewhat
improved international economic environment, as well as the competitiveness we have regained
through the difficult budgetary measures we have taken.
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We know from past experience that employment growth can lag behind economic recovery.
However, as the recovery gains momentum, the sole focus of the Government will be to foster
the conditions in which jobs can be created. Let us remember that is what the banking measures
are all about. Unless we have healthy banks providing credit to viable businesses, we will not
create jobs. There is no gainsaying that reality. No amount of political mischief making about
our motivation in solving this banking crisis will distract us from the objective of getting our
people back to work. That is why we want to move forward with financial regulatory reform
as quickly as we can.

The Central Bank Reform Bill is a crucial step in a comprehensive programme to put in
place a domestic regulatory framework for financial services that meets Government objective
of maintaining the stability of the financial system; that provides for the effective and efficient
supervision of financial institutions and markets; and that safeguards the interests of consumers
and investors. This is the first of a three-stage legislative process to create a new fully integrated
structure for financial regulation. It provides a statutory basis for the new structure to replace
the existing Central Bank of Ireland and Financial Services Authority of Ireland.

Deputies might well ask why a three-stage structure. This is the first Bill. The third Bill is a
consolidation Bill and the other Bill contains further reforms. However, it is important to note
that the regulator was recruited as the head of financial regulation and the Governor of the
Central Bank of Ireland was appointed as governor with the intention that their positions be
reflected in legislation as quickly as possible. In other words they were appointed on the basis
that this legislation would come into force. It is of urgent importance that we enact the neces-
sary legislation that provides for a revised corporate structure within which the governor and
head of financial regulation can operate.

A second Bill, to be brought before the House in the autumn will enhance the powers and
functions of the restructured Central Bank of Ireland regarding the prudential supervision of
individual financial institutions; the conduct of business, including the protection of consumer
interest; and the overall stability of the financial system. A third Bill will consolidate the existing
statutory arrangements for the Central Bank of Ireland and financial regulation in the State.
This legislative programme, while demanding and complex, is essential. A sound financial regu-
latory regime is fundamental to a sustainable and dynamic financial services industry.

Prior to the financial crisis, there was a view that the structures and systems responsible for
financial regulation were effective and appropriate. As we now know, that confidence was
seriously misplaced. The previous regulatory system failed spectacularly to prevent what we
now know to have been grossly excessive and irresponsible lending to the property sector. As
a result, our most systemically important banks have had to be recapitalised and Anglo Irish
Bank has had to be brought fully into public ownership. The financial system overall has been
severely shaken and customers and households are managing unprecedented levels of debt.

Wide-ranging reform is urgently required. We need a system where the overarching objective
of the stability of the system informs directly the supervision of individual firms while at the
same time safeguarding the interests of consumers and investors. The Central Bank Reform Bill
delivers on that clear and simple objective and it is important it is enacted as soon as possible.

My Department has initiated consultations with key stakeholders. I will reflect on the issues
emerging from that process in the coming days. I understand Opposition spokespeople have
been also briefed by my Department and I will, of course, reflect on the views expressed in
this debate also.

The Bill contains significant changes. The reformed institution will be known as the Central
Bank of Ireland. The Irish Financial Services Regulatory Authority will be dissolved and the
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post of chief executive of IFSRA will be abolished. A new integrated structure with a unitary
board, the Central Bank Commission, is being established to be chaired by the governor. It
will be responsible at once for the stability of the financial system overall, prudential regulation
of financial institutions, and the protection of consumer interests.

The head of financial regulation and the head of central banking will be given a statutory
basis. The Bill includes transitional arrangements to enable the incumbents of the posts of chief
executive of the Financial Regulator, Matthew Elderfield, and the director general of the Cen-
tral Bank of Ireland, Mr. Tony Grimes, to take up these positions upon commencement of the
relevant sections of the Bill. The statutory positions of Registrar of Credit Unions and Financial
Services Ombudsman will not be changed.

The Governor remains solely responsible for European System of Central Banks-related
functions. The bank’s independence in this regard is strengthened further by the Bill. In order
to put in place an unambiguous regulatory focus, the bank’s statutory role of promoting the
development within the State of the financial services industry will be removed. Alternative
and improved arrangements for the development of the financial services industry are being
examined.

Apart from providing for the new fully-integrated structures, the Bill enhances accountability
and oversight mechanisms of the governance of the bank and its regulatory performance. Under
its provisions, a committee of the Oireachtas will now receive an annual regulatory performance
statement. This innovation is consistent with the recent recommendations of the Comptroller
and Auditor General in his special report on the Financial Regulator. The Bill requires the
bank to arrange regular peer reviews of its regulatory performance at least every four years
and to report on such reviews in the performance statement. The bank will also be required to
prepare a strategy statement every three years in addition to its annual report and accounts.

The Bill transfers responsibility for consumer information and education to the National
Consumer Agency along with associated staff. In this way, the new institution will have a
sharper focus for regulating how financial institutions deal with their customers — the so called
“conduct of business” regulation. While the post of consumer director and the statutory con-
sultative consumer panel will be abolished, the consumer function will be integral to the bank
itself. Consumer issues will have to be planned and reported on in the regulatory performance
statement and the bank’s performance in this area will be subject to Oireachtas scrutiny and
oversight.

Both the consultative consumer panel and the consultative industry panel are being abolished
and replaced by new arrangements through which the bank will have the power to establish
expert groups to advise it on the exercise of its functions. Specifically, it must establish a group
to advise on consumer-related functions. The bank will be required to report on all advisory
groups in its annual report.

The Bill gives the National Consumer Agency the power to impose levies on financial service
providers for the purpose of funding the functions assigned to it. In addition, the bank or a body
prescribed by the Minister for Finance, including the Pensions Board, the Financial Services
Ombudsman and the National Consumer Agency, may collect the various industry levies as an
agent of the others.

The Bill provides for new powers for the bank to ensure the fitness and probity of nominees
to key positions within financial service providers and of key office-holders within those pro-
viders. These are the powers to which Mr. Elderfield referred in his evidence to the Joint
Committee on Finance and the Public Service last week. It was my view that rather than waiting
for the next Bill which will enhance regulatory functions, these powers should be brought
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forward in this legislation because of their importance in helping to set the tone of the new
regulatory arrangements. We have seen, as late as yesterday, the devastating effects of irrespon-
sible and incompetent behaviour at senior levels in financial institutions and we must ensure,
as a matter of urgency, that the powers exist to prevent such behaviour in the future. These
new powers for the bank will help restore confidence in the management of financial insti-
tutions both domestically and in international markets.

Two other measures contained in the Bill are not related to the reform of the bank’s organis-
ational structures. First, greater flexibility is being given to credit unions to reschedule loan
arrears subject to appropriate liquidity, provisioning and accounting transparency. Second, the
Insurance Act 1989 is being amended to enable the bank to appoint employees of the bank or
other suitably qualified persons to be authorised officers for the purposes of the Insurance
Acts. This gives the bank flexibility to ensure compliance with insurance regulations.

Overall, the structural changes contained in the Bill will deliver better co-operation and
co-ordination between prudential supervision of individual institutions, conduct of business
regulation and the maintenance financial stability overall. The Bill establishes a new financial
regulatory regime. I am confident it will attract and retain the confidence of consumers and
investors.

The causes of our financial crisis will be investigated by a commission of inquiry later this
year. As the House is aware, two separate scoping inquiries which will inform the commission’s
terms of reference are now underway. The causes of global financial crisis have also been the
subject of detailed analysis. The Group of Twenty countries and the EU have been working to
put in place a wide-ranging programme of reform to address many of the weaknesses in finan-
cial regulation, supervision and corporate governance that contributed to the banking crisis.
This programme of reform will lead to improved supervision and international co-operation. It
will strengthen prudential requirements, improve risk management and market integrity and
provide greater transparency of the world financial system. The scope of regulation is being
expanded to include parts of the financial system that hitherto had been considered of little
systemic importance. Governments and regulators now recognise that the systemic nature of
individual components of the financial system goes far beyond traditional and more visible
sectors such as banking. The second Bill, to be published in the autumn, will deal specifically
with necessary enhancements and adjustments to the new institution’s powers and functions,
and will take account of EU developments and emerging best practice at international level.

Today’s Bill amends the Central Bank Act 1942, which itself has been subject to several
major and numerous minor amendments over the years. The result is a collection of related
enactments that urgently require consolidation. The European Central Bank has drawn atten-
tion to this requirement on a number of occasions, most recently in its opinion on the heads
of the Bill before the House today. I intend that the programme of regulatory reform, beginning
with today’s Bill, will deliver a consolidated text as soon as practicalities allow.

The Bill is necessarily complex in its composition. However, the central aim — to put in
place a unified and integrated structure — is straightforward. The bulk of the amendments to
the 1942 Act are to be found in Schedule 1, which begins on page 35. Section 14(1) provides
for the wholesale implementation of the changes set out in the Schedule to the 1942 Act. These
changes give effect to the structural changes in the current arrangements. These are as follows:
the creation of the Central Bank Commission; the dissolution of the Irish Financial Services
Regulatory Authority; the establishment of a new management structure within the bank; and
the introduction of new accountability measures; and, in particular, enhanced accountability to
the Oireachtas.
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Section 2 provides for the commencement of the Act by way of ministerial order, with
provision to allow for various elements of the Act to take effect on different dates. Section 3
provides that the interpretation of expressions in the Act is to be the same as the interpretation
of expressions in the principal Act unless otherwise stated.

Section 4 provides that the chief executive of the Irish Financial Services Regulatory Auth-
ority immediately before the commencement of the section is to be the first head of financial
regulation and will hold that office until he or she would otherwise have continued to hold the
office of chief executive. Sections 5 and 6 carry over the terms and conditions of employment
of existing Central Bank employees and set out the arrangements whereby staff of the Central
Bank may be seconded or transferred to the National Consumer Agency to carry out functions
now being transferred to the agency.

Sections 7 to 12 set out the continuity provisions that enable the Central Bank to carry on
various activities that it is inheriting from the previous regulatory structure. Sections 14 and 15
provide for the amendment of the Acts and other Acts referred to in the Schedules to the Bill.
Sections 16 and 17 provide for the replacement or deletion of certain obsolete references.

Part 3, covering sections 18 to 44, provides for a “fitness and probity” regime to be applied
by the Financial Regulator. This will enable the bank to regulate appointments within financial
service providers to help ensure the fitness and probity of significant office holders. The main
elements of the provisions include: a measure that will enable the banks to prescribe functions
which are to be “controlled functions” and to suspend persons performing such functions pend-
ing an investigation into whether they should be prohibited from performing these functions
on the basis that they are not fit and proper persons to perform them; the power to suspend a
person for a maximum period of two months where the head of financial regulation, or his
nominee, is of the opinion that there is sufficient reason to suspect that a person is not a fit
and proper person; powers for the Central Bank to prohibit a person from carrying out con-
trolled functions with the order being contingent on, among other things, the Governor of the
bank, or his nominee, forming a reasonable opinion that the person is not a fit and proper
person; powers for the bank to apply to the High Court for an order prohibiting a person from
performing a controlled function should a direction not be complied with; powers to permit
the bank to prescribe a subset of controlled functions which allow the person concerned to
exercise a significant influence on the conduct of a regulated financial service provider; and
power to allow the bank to issue standards of fitness and probity in respect of controlled
functions and prohibiting regulated financial service providers from permitting people who do
not satisfy these standards from performing controlled functions.

Schedule 1 contains the key reforms to the structures of the bank. Items 1 to 19 set out
various changes to definitions and interpretation provisions. I will focus on changes of substance
rather than technical or consequential changes. Items 20 to 27 relate to the establishment of
the Central Bank of Ireland, its functions and objectives and other related matters. The primary
objective is to maintain price stability. Other objectives and functions include the stability of
the financial system overall; the proper and effective regulation of financial institutions and
markets; the efficient and effective operation of payment and settlements systems; the provision
of analysis and comment to support national economic policy development; monitoring of the
provision of financial services having regard to the public interest and the interest of consumers;
and the collection, study and publication of data that deal with monetary and credit problems.

Importantly, item 23 inserts a new provision which puts beyond all doubt the independence
of the bank, the governor and the Central Bank Commission in matters relating to the Treaty
of Rome and the Statute of the European System of Central Banks. I believe the Bill as
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published should copper-fasten this independence in a way that respects both the letter and
spirit of the relevant statutes and which provides the necessary assurances as to the robustness
of our regulatory system. The European Central Bank has attached the same importance to
this issue in its recent opinion.

Item 28 substitutes new sections into the Central Bank Act relating to the new boardroom
arrangements for the Central Bank commission. The commission is to consist of the Governor,
who is the chairman of the commission, the two heads of function, the Secretary General of
the Department of Finance and between six and eight other members appointed by the Minister
for Finance. The amendments also provide new powers to enable the commission to establish
advisory groups. While they include a specific requirement in this regard in respect of its
consumer-related functions, the bank will also take into account the importance of an industry
voice in exercising its powers in this area. Item 28 also provides that functions may be delegated
within the Central Bank in certain circumstances.

Items 30 to 34 deal with the Governor, providing that, to underpin the independence of the
Central Bank, he has the sole right to determine budgetary or funding issues in relation to
the bank.

The 1942 Act is being amended to remove the requirement for a unanimous resolution of
the board of the bank to request the removal of the Governor from office for specified grounds
of serious misconduct. This requirement was an anomaly in the original legislation that did not
make sense. In removing it, there is no diminution of the security of the governor in his post
but merely a more logical procedure for an admittedly unlikely scenario.

The Minister for Finance may appoint members of the commission if satisfied that the people
nominated have experience in a relevant field of expertise, for example, financial regulation,
banking or consumer interests. Members are ordinarily appointed for a term of five years,
except for the Governor, the heads of function and the Secretary General of the Department
of Finance, who serve as members for as long as they hold their respective offices. Members
of the Houses of the Oireachtas, the European Parliament, a local authority or persons who
consent to be nominated to become members of one of those bodies are not eligible to hold
the office of head of function or to become a member of the Central Bank commission.

Item 39 sets out the management, finance and accountability provisions for the Central Bank.
I am pleased to be able to enhance the role of the Oireachtas in overseeing the performance
of the bank. This was a major consideration for the Government when deciding on the elements
of the reform package. The bank is required to submit a strategic plan once every three years
to the Oireachtas through the Minister for Finance, specifying the bank’s objectives and its
plan to achieve them. Additionally, an annual regulatory performance statement is to be pre-
pared and presented to the Minister for Finance, which will include details of the bank’s
internal audit function and in respect of the activities of the Registrar of Credit Unions. This
performance statement will form the basis of an examination by the relevant committee and
the committee may require the governor, the head of financial regulation or the head of central
banking to appear before it to be examined on the contents of the statement. This will ensure
regular parliamentary consideration of the state of financial regulation. The bank will also
undergo a review of its performance by one of its peers, or another suitability qualified person,
at least every four years.

Part 5 of Schedule 2 provides for the amendment of the Consumer Protection Act 1995 to
take account of the dissolution of the Irish Financial Services Regulatory Authority and the
creation of a unitary structure. This part provides for the transfer of certain functions formerly
performed by the consumer director to the National Consumer Agency.
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Part 7 of Schedule 2 introduces an important amendment in respect of credit unions. As
Minister for Finance, I have supported the development potential of credit unions to ensure
they continue to provide for the financial, saving and borrowing needs of the communities they
serve. Many credit union members are experiencing difficulty in meeting loan repayments due
to unfavourable changes in their financial circumstances in the current economic environment.
Increasing the lending limit for credit unions and formalising arrangements in the area of
rescheduling of loans will facilitate credit unions in their wish to ease the position of these
members. Accompanying requirements with regard to liquidity and provisioning will protect
the financial stability of credit unions and ensure that the security of members’ savings is
maintained.

Item 2 replaces section 35(2) of the Credit Union Act 1997, changing the 20% limit, which
applies to the total loans outstanding over five years, to a 30% limit. Item 3 provides that the
Central Bank may impose on credit unions requirements in relation to their lending practices.
This includes provisioning for bad and doubtful debt, liquidity requirements, controls and
reporting. The Registrar of Credit Unions will adopt a balanced and proportionate approach
in the application of the loan provisioning requirements which are proposed to be introduced.
Depending on the circumstances, a missed repayment on a rescheduled loan may not always
trigger a full provision against the loan provided that the credit union is satisfied that the loan
continues to perform in accordance with its new terms.

The new section 35B imposes on credit unions a requirement to have appropriate processes,
procedures, systems, controls and reporting arrangements in place to monitor compliance with
the requirements of section 35 and section 35A. These counter-measures are required to
balance against the greater risk attaching to increasing the lending limits and rescheduling
loans. Item 39 of Schedule 1 of the Bill explicitly underlines the importance of the work of the
Registrar of Credit Unions through the requirement that the annual regulatory performance
statement should include details of the activities carried out during the preceding year by the
office-holder.

I would like to refer now to a number of procedural matters. As Deputies are aware, the
Government is required to consult the European Central Bank on legislative proposals of this
type. In advancing work on the Bill, I particularly welcome the publication of the ECB’s
opinion on the Government’s draft heads and I will make arrangements to lay the opinion
before the House prior to consideration of the Bill on Committee Stage. I am keen to work
closely with the ECB to ensure the best possible reform of the structures of the Central Bank
of Ireland and this opinion is an important part of that process.

I am also pleased to note the endorsement by the ECB of the general approach being taken
by the Government. There are no issues of principle for us in the opinion. To the extent that
issues have been raised, these have already been addressed in the final text of the Bill or can,
if necessary, be dealt with as the Bill progresses through Dáil Éireann and Seanad Éireann.

I should also inform the House that it is likely that I will be bringing forward amendments
to the Bill on Committee stage. I will give Deputies details of the amendments in advance and
my officials will be available to brief Deputies on them as required.

In my contribution, I stuck faithfully to the subject of this Bill. Without wishing to pre-empt
the contributions from the Deputies opposite, I can safely predict that in their contributions
they will return to the issue of the State guarantee. In that regard, I remind them of a very
detailed and lengthy discussion of that matter that took place in committee on 26 February
2009. I recently reread the transcript of that hearing and I believe it answers many of the
questions that have again recently been raised by Members of this House.
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I look forward to hearing what the Deputies have to say about the Bill. I am open to con-
structive suggestions and I will listen very carefully to any proposals that emerge. This Bill is
urgent and essential. I am confident the approach we are taking is the correct one and that the
new structures we are putting in place will help to ensure a robust regulatory system that will
win confidence here at home and internationally. I commend the Bill to the House.

Deputy Richard Bruton: I move amendment No. 1:

To delete all words after “That” and substitute the following:

“Dáil Éireann declines to give the Central Bank Reform Bill 2010 a second reading
because:

I. It has not been rooted in any proper investigation of what has gone wrong, nor any
serious attempt to make key players accountable for the errors committed, both of which
are necessary to determine whether this Bill is an appropriate response.

II. It infers that the most urgent reform is to change the architecture of the existing
regulatory bodies, when there is no verifiable evidence that such architecture was in any
significant way responsible for the shortcomings of the regulatory system.

III. It preserves the system of appointment of Directors to the new Central Bank
Commission exclusively to Government with no proper scrutiny by the Oireachtas or
any other external body.

IV. It does not give the new Commission the necessary ‘bank resolution’ powers
needed to put failed banks safely into a managed administration when that is the most
appropriate policy outcome.”.

It is sad to say that once again we are being asked by the Government to accept on faith that
it knows best when it comes to what is to be done to resolve the banking crisis. Here, it is
telling us that, without any investigation of what went wrong, it knows exactly what the new
architecture ought to be and knows what sort of engine will drive a new regulatory system,
although it does not know the destination of the new regulatory system, which powers it needs,
what it is to investigate or what it must hold to account.

That is an extraordinary approach, that we start off by designing the engine and then find
out what sort of terrain we must bring it across. That, however, is the Government approach.
If we have learned one thing from the debate about banking to date it is that such faith in
Government is simply not justified. We must treat these faith-based solutions with extreme
scepticism.

We were told when the banking guarantee was introduced that it would be the cheapest bail-
out of any country. The Government then extended the guarantee to bond holders. The present
Governor of the Central Bank was explicit in his view that money that could leave the banking
system — deposits — should have been guaranteed, and that the guarantee should have been
extended to new investors entering the market in bonds for banks. The Governor of the Central
Bank is now regarded rightly by the Government as the source of some expertise in handling
banking crises, but where was the consultation with him when this guarantee was designed? It
was supposed to be the cheapest bail-out of any country and is proving to be anything but.

We were also told that we must keep Anglo Irish Bank and the Irish Nationwide building
society as going concerns and that such an approach was a pillar of a banking solution. The
estimate of the cost of keeping Anglo Irish Bank going was €4 billion and we thought Irish
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Nationwide might cost €1 billion. However, we know now Anglo Irish will cost €22 billion, and
rising, and the cost for Irish Nationwide is €2.7 billion. The truth is that 70% of the recapitalis-
ation money we are sinking into those banks will not result in one red cent of new credit going
to businesses that might build a future for this economy. That is the reality but the Government
continues to insist that these are banks and institutions of huge systemic importance that must
be kept afloat at all costs.

The third element of the banking strategy, on which we were given assurances time after
time, was to trust NAMA because it would get credit flowing. Yesterday we heard from Irish
Nationwide Building Society that it will not get one ounce of credit going and it is clear that
the €2.7 billion will be used immediately to pay bondholders. From the same stable that pro-
duced all these wonderful solutions to our banking crises and about which we are now learning
the true cost, we have this latest prognosis.

The important point is that this Bill is about ensuring this will never happen again and that
never again should we have to cross this threshold. It defies belief that we should start a
“never again” process without knowing what went wrong and without having the results of the
investigation. The genesis of sorting out the architecture of the solution comes from the school
of thought that says we should circle the wagons and get back to what is known as business as
usual as quickly as possible. That is what many people in the banking system want to happen.
They do not want a lot of awkward questions but want to get back to business as usual, blaming
the problem on some kind of architecture that was misdesigned back in 2002. They believe that
whoever designed it back then got it wrong. It was the Minister’s predecessor, Mr. McCreevy,
who designed it, with the help or hindrance of his colleagues, the then Deputy, Michael
McDowell and Deputy Mary Harney, now Minister for Health and Children. It was a camel
produced by different groupings that came up with the idea.

With my hand on my heart I can say we tabled a reasoned amendment at that stage, stating
precisely what was wrong with this bit of financial regulation. It involved taking a huge bulldog
clip to a heap of powers that were centred in areas of enterprise and employment and in the
Central Bank. They were scattered through nine or ten different Bills. The regulation put a big
bulldog clip around these powers and posted them to the new agency, asking it to look after
them. Perhaps it was prophetic of me at the time but I said we needed to examine those powers
to see whether they were up to regulatory best practice and capable of doing the job we were
asking them to do. Mr. McCreevy was in the Minister’s seat and refused to allow that happen
even though Enron and All First had broken around our ears. The entire regulatory regime
was seen to be challenged by weaknesses in corporate governance and the authors of the piece
of legislation we are deciding now to change would not take the time to undertake that scrutiny.

That said, nobody in their wildest dreams believes that our bipartite board — two different
boards with largely overlapping representation; a regulatory authority that was slightly separ-
ated from the Central Bank — was the cause of this problem. If the Minister believed that it
would have been peppered everywhere in his speech that this was something with which we
really must get to grips. It did not happen because it was not the cause. This makes me very
suspicious of the thinking that is going on in official circles concerning what must be done to
cure the situation. The thinking is that we should make a few running repairs to what is going
on and then press on at all costs. That is not good enough.

It is becoming clearer to the general public that we need transformative change in banking
policy. We need an entirely different culture to be applied in banking, one different from any
we have seen. As recently as this week we saw that this damaged and broken culture is alive
and well and still kicking down in those banks. They feel there is nothing unusual about finding
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€1.9 million for a pension fund for a chief executive, this at a time when people are losing their
homes and their jobs and are having their pay cut. They are unable to get by and the reason
is the mismanagement of those very bank executives who think it is acceptable to push on and
do what they always did. There was an arrangement so they will stick to that arrangement.
That is not acceptable and the sooner people cop on, not only in Government but in the wider
banking circle, that the public will not wear that the better it will be.

People will not suck it up any more. They want a change of culture and approach and they
want it to start now. They want accountability. That is the most crucial point. As people have
pointed out, accountability is not about the Taoiseach saying he used the best advice at the
time. Accountability is about asking whether that advice was adequate, whether it was taken,
whether it was based on proper research and whether the people who offered the advice were
sound in their beliefs because they had consulted properly with all those who might have
offered an alternative view. It is about asking whether they tested the advice and offered it in
good faith so that we could see it was adequate. That is the chain of accountability but no such
chain is being applied here.

Coming up with this Bill is totally self-serving as far as the Central Bank and its role in the
regulatory authority are concerned. This is not accountability but solving a problem that was
never greatly exposed as a problem. The Minister knows as well as I do that the problem was
the cosy circle. Bankers believed they could do what they liked. They could walk on water and
it would come all right in the end because they were pumping up the property bubble at a
great pace. Regulators accepted on faith what their betters in the banks told them and never
questioned it, never sought alternative advice. They did not hold bankers up to proper scrutiny
or probing as they ought to have done. The Government did not only luxuriate in the company
of these titans of the property bubble but also fuelled the bubble with inappropriate fiscal
policy and tax policies. Senior advisors — the permanent government of this State — were too
much in thrall to the entire system and they, too, did not play their proper role of providing
the right sort of expert advice to challenge what was going on or equipping themselves with
the sort of advice that was necessary in the regime they were overseeing.

7 o’clock

Yesterday the Irish Nationwide Building Society and its report reminded us of everything
that was rotten. Institutions were run as personal fiefdoms. Even now, those who ran them
have not suffered in any way or had any consequences for what has happened but the con-

sequence for taxpayers, mortgage holders and people looking for jobs is extra-
ordinary. Ordinary people have been brought to their knees and they want
accountability. They want it now. They will look to other countries to see what

those countries have been doing. They look to the United States where they see there are 42
bankers in jail and the banks are already paying back some of the money extended by govern-
ment. They look to Iceland where the prime minister, the minister for finance, the governor of
the country’s central bank and the head of the regulatory authority have all been found to be
negligent by a justice of the supreme court. Those cases in which they were found negligent
are very similar to what we have seen in this country, such as the drive for short-term profits
without regard to risk, cutting tax during a boom, policy makers ignoring an imbalance in the
economy and increased risk taking in banks not being met with the appropriate regulatory
response. The list continues and is very close to what went on in this country. However, in
Iceland at least the people have a clear decision that there was negligence. The finger has been
pointed and there is accountability. People can understand that and move on, hoping to be
able to say they now know what went wrong and that they can design a structure so that it
will never happen again. Here we are being asked to accept a structure without that “never
again” analysis.
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Acting Chairman (Deputy Michael Kennedy): I must ask the Deputy to adjourn the debate.

Deputy Richard Bruton: Perhaps the Acting Chairman will let me know how many minutes
remain to me.

Acting Chairman: The Deputy has almost 17 minutes left of his 30-minute slot.

Debate adjourned.

Private Members’ Business.

————

Energy Security: Motion.

Deputy Simon Coveney: I move:

That Dáil Éireann:

recognises Ireland is acutely exposed in the event of fossil fuel import disruptions because:

— fossil fuels comprise 96% of Ireland’s primary energy mix;

— all oil used for energy and over 90% of natural gas is imported;

— Ireland is at the end of a long supply chain that mostly originates in regions of
geopolitical instability;

— Ireland has a total of only 11 days of commercial storage capacity for natural gas
which may, or may not, be filled at any particular time;

— Ireland has no strategic gas reserves;

— natural gas accounts for over 60% of indigenous electricity generation in 2008;

— Ireland has only a few days of commercial stocks of oil on the island and is depen-
dent on 24/7 availability of Dublin Port and the Whitegate refinery;

recognises the potential devastating impact of a dramatic spike in the price of oil or a
prolonged disruption to fossil fuel imports can have on the Irish economy, national finances
and general economic activity;

welcomes the anticipated coming on stream of the Corrib gas field and increased European
electricity interconnection but recognises that these are only short term measures to assist
energy security problems;

and calls on the Government to:

— extend the remit of the National Oil Reserves Agency to develop strategic gas
reserves;

— increase the requirement on gas fired electricity generators to hold back-up stocks
of oil from 5 days to 10 days so as to permit electricity generation to continue for a
longer period of time in the event of a shortage or absence of gas supplies;

— facilitate as much as possible the coming on stream of the Corrib gas field;
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— use the opportunity provided by the Corrib gas field and the global slump in energy
demand to front load investment in domestic energy infrastructure as outlined in
Fine Gael’s ‘NewERA’ economic stimulus plan;

— facilitate greater investment in micro generation by fast tracking revised planning
legislation to deal with impediments to micro generation and introducing statutory
safety guidelines for the installation and maintenance of micro generation equip-
ment, to develop a proper certification process for installers and to develop a new
and more appropriate tariff and taxation structure to kick-start investment;

— invest in greater electricity interconnection with mainland Europe;

— develop a clear action plan with specific targets to promote indigenous biomass
energy in Ireland;

— produce a White Paper on energy security and publish an annual report on efforts
to improve Irish energy security, including annual targets for new domestic energy
production, reasons for delay in developing indigenous energy production infra-
structure and energy storage capacity; and

— devise an emergency strategy for the allocation of energy resources in the event of
a serious disruption of oil or gas supplies.

Perhaps we should wait for the appropriate Minister to arrive.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Brian O’Shea): We have a Minister.

Deputy Brian Lenihan: I am a Minister and I will keep you company for a while.

Deputy Simon Coveney: It would be great if the Minister for Finance, Deputy Lenihan,
would stay to listen. I have more faith in him than in many of the other Ministers. I am very
pleased to introduce a motion to the House on energy security. It is my understanding that it
is the first time in my political lifetime that there has been such a motion put before the House.
It is an effort to get on the political agenda an important issue which raises serious concerns
about a potential future crisis that may hit the Irish economy because of its over-exposure to
imported fossil fuels.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Brian O’Shea): I take it the Deputy intends to share time.

Deputy Simon Coveney: I will share time, with the agreement of the House, with Deputies
Clune, Doyle, Deenihan, D’Arcy and McHugh. Perhaps the Acting Chairman will let me know
when I have used approximately 18 minutes of my time.

I am glad the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, Deputy Ryan,
has arrived. This motion attempts to put the issue of energy security squarely on the Govern-
ment agenda. There has been a significant emphasis from this Minister and the Government
on trying to shift the focus from carbon-emitting fuels to more sustainable ways of powering
the economy. The main driver for the Minister has been climate change and I want to attach
equal, if not more, importance to energy security issues. They are at least of equal importance
as an issue looking to change the way we power Ireland from a transport, energy generation
and heating supply perspective.

The Minister will be familiar with two of the most recent reports which sum up the potential
crisis that may hit Ireland because of our reliance on imported oil in particular, along with
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imported gas. The first is Energy Security: Ireland on the Edge, produced by the Ecology
Foundation in January 2010, and the other is The Oil Crunch — A Wake-Up Call for the UK
Economy, which was produced by the UK industry task force on peak oil and energy security.

The report produced in the UK makes it quite clear that they are predicting and anticipating
a dramatic price increase in oil over the next three to four years to well over $100 a barrel. If
this is combined with the Ireland on the Edge energy security report, one can see how vulner-
able and ill-prepared we are for that type of oil spike in the not too distant future. It can also
be combined with our almost complete reliance on imported gas, as our gas fields off Kinsale
are running out and we do not yet have gas coming ashore from Corrib. We are perhaps the
most exposed country in the OECD in our reliance on the import of fuel to power our homes,
businesses and economy.

We need to make plans today to ensure we address the risk that exists and slowly turn the
ship around in changing our reliance on fossil fuels in order to move to a more sustainable
future. I know the Minister believes in that but my difficulty is that we have not seen a viable
roadmap to get us there. I hope that by 2025 there will have been a massive increase in renew-
ables, along with interconnection and the required storage capacity. There must be a bridging
solution between now and then which will ensure that the Irish economy will not be exposed
to supply or pricing concerns which are a real threat.

We can examine the storage capacity which Ireland has in case of a disruption of supply in
oil or gas. We must reflect on the fact that 95% of all fuel used in Ireland is imported. We
have 55 days of oil stored, although the majority of it is not held on the island but in Britain.
We are reliant on Dublin Port being constantly open, as well as Whitegate refinery in Cork
Harbour, should there be a crisis. We must seriously consider increasing the capacity of oil
storage on the island of Ireland so we can counteract the effects of a reduction in imported
oil supply.

The gas position is far worse as essentially, we have no strategic gas reserves in Ireland. Bord
Gáis or any other gas supplier imports what is needed and can increase the pressure on the
pipeline, giving a little extra supply. Bord Gáis keeps a small amount of reserves in small
disused gas fields off Kinsale and it is estimated we have approximately 11 days of gas stored
should the interconnectors between Ireland and Britain, which pipe gas into Ireland, shut down
for a political or geological reason. Many people would say we do not even have that much of
a supply and Ireland’s gas supply probably would not even last longer than a week if the import
of gas were halted for any reason. This is a very vulnerable position when one considers that
more than 60% of our power generation in Ireland comes from gas.

The day in the past five years when Ireland used most power was 7 January. For the first
time in a long time we used the second gas interconnector to approximately 30% capacity,
along with the first interconnector to its maximum capacity, because we were importing so
much gas. It was a cold day and there was no wind so there was no generation capacity coming
from wind turbines. We were heavily reliant on gas, coal and peat in powering the country. We
are entirely reliant on imports for practically all that gas.

What should we do as a result? I hope the Minister will take my suggestions on board. We
must put financial incentives, or regulation, in place to require the industry to broaden risk.
We could be much more proactive in using disused gas fields and other storage potential that
is available in Ireland should we choose to use it. Ireland can use the gas pipeline infrastructure
off the south coast of Ireland which feeds the Kinsale gas field for this purpose; it is happening
already to some extent. In the summer months Bord Gáis pumps gas into some of the smaller
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gas fields in order to increase pressure and allow usage in the autumn as more gas is required.
We need much more of this thinking.

We must require electricity generators to increase back-up stocks. Every gas powered station
in Ireland — most of the newest, modern and most efficient electricity generators now operate
on gas — should be required to hold oil reserves in case gas runs out. They are required to so
do for a five-day period, but this must be doubled to ten days.

On the Corrib gas field, my clear position is that we need to bring gas ashore from off the
west coast. It is a resource for Ireland and issues such as the taxation arrangements some
criticise or the amount of money Ireland as a country is making from the exploitation of its
own gas resources, its relationship with Shell and so on can be debated on another day. This
debate is about energy security and the ability to bring large volumes of gas to the Irish market
from a major gas field which I understand is approximately two thirds of the size of the Kinsale
gas field and good for energy security in Ireland. Its exploitation must be supported and encour-
aged and facilitated as quickly as possible.

As for liquid natural gas, for the first time in living memory there has been a complete
divergence in pricing between oil and gas. Gas no longer is priced depending on oil prices
because huge new shale gas reserves have been discovered in the United States and Europe.
This has resulted in an oversupply of liquid natural gas globally and, consequently, cheap gas.
Moreover, it is likely that gas prices will fall even further in the next six months as oil prices
increase beyond $85 per barrel towards $90 or $100 per barrel. Even though this is good in
respect of the security of supply, the State must do all it can to encourage the liquid natural
gas storage facilities being proposed for Tarbert. I note my colleague, Deputy Deenihan, is
highly supportive of the project and will speak about it later.

There is a huge opportunity, albeit untapped in Ireland as yet, to produce what is called
biogas, primarily methane, from farm waste. I refer, in particular, to slurry which is perceived
to be a problem and methane which is a far more potent and damaging greenhouse gas than
carbon. We should begin to perceive such waste as a resource rather than as a pollutant. There
is much for the Minister to do to kick-start an industry that is a billion-euro industry in
Germany where more than 4,000 anaerobic digesters on farms produce methane from slurry,
grass and other farm produce and waste. We should be doing this in Ireland because we grow
grass better and have a capacity to do it more efficiently. This constitutes an opportunity to
give farmers a new source of income and wealth creation. The Minister is familiar with the
work under way in UCC, particularly that of Professor Jerry Murphy whom I consider to be
Ireland’s leading expert in this area. I hope the Minister will be forthcoming with funding for
a new pilot project on the Cork city landfill site for a planned new biogas anaerobic digester.
Moreover, I understand it will be co-sponsored by Bord Gáis if approximately €4 million can
be found by the Government to make the project happen.

This is an exciting potential income generator for farms nationwide because if there is one
thing Irish farmers are good at, it is growing grass efficiently. They have been doing it for years
and continue to do so in the dairy and beef industries. There is now an opportunity to generate
new income from this crop. Ireland has a natural competitive advantage over other countries
in the European Union that are generating huge sums of money and income for rural communi-
ties by dealing with waste in a far more environmentally-friendly way than spreading it on land,
which is what happens with most slurry. I strongly encourage the Minister to promote and
support through taxation, financial incentives and export tariff mechanisms, in particular,
efforts to make this industry a reality in Ireland as it already is elsewhere in Europe in countries
that are not as good at growing grass. This could pertain to selling biogas to the gas network
or generating electricity from biogas and selling it back to the network.
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I wish to shift the focus slightly onto Ireland’s fuel mix and discuss briefly the need, from a
security point of view, to move from spending money on imported oil, gas and coal to spending
it in Ireland in a far more effective manner to create jobs, support rural communities and, most
importantly, shift the risk away from reliance on imported fossil fuels to generating our own
indigenous fuel in Ireland. I welcome the new legislation that Members probably will be debat-
ing tomorrow or on Thursday in respect of the obligation scheme that after July will require
all petrol and diesel in Ireland to have a 4% bio-fuel mix which may be ethanol or biodiesel.
However, much more must be done to promote the indigenous production of such bio-fuel on
the island of Ireland because, as the Minister is aware, even though a market is being created
for bio-fuel in Ireland by introducing this welcome obligation, it is being filled with imported
bio-fuel to an unacceptable extent. We must be much more aggressive and proactive about
supporting the industry in Ireland which is waiting to take off. Moreover, this does not simply
pertain to agriculture either. We must also consider waste much more constructively to ascer-
tain how methane or ethanol can be produced from it. Some of the projects I have studied, as
I am sure has the Minister, have exciting potential.

Biomass has even more potential than liquid bio-fuel. I spoke at an energy conference in
Cavan last night at which the viability of growing miscanthus and willow for wood biomass
burners in the county was considered, with an expert from Teagasc. The exciting point about
this is that willow and miscanthus grow on wet land that otherwise is difficult to farm and,
consequently, there is no threat to food supplies. There is much that can be done in respect of
bio-fuel and biomass crops in Ireland without affecting food supply because of the types of
lands suitable for this purpose. Moreover, there are good examples of this happening in Ireland.
For example, Johnson & Johnson which I often cite as a good example in my constituency
receives trailer-loads of willow wood biomass which is grown in west Waterford and supplied
on a weekly basis to a combined heat and power plant in Johnson & Johnson using a very
competitive pricing model that should and can be replicated nationwide. The State has a central
role in providing the market a guaranteed price for crops such as miscanthus and willow, as
well as thinnings from forestry, to make wood biomass a huge industry in Ireland. A total of
€400 million of taxpayers’ money is spent per year in importing fossil fuel to heat public build-
ings in Ireland such as schools, libraries, this Chamber, hospitals and many others. We should
enter into a roll-out programme for combined heat and power generating plants in all these
buildings and source the fuel material from Irish farms to make this happen.

The big idea from the Government in moving away from reliance on fossil fuels pertains to
wind energy, in particular. I acknowledge the wave, solar and other technologies but as my
time is running out, I wish to concentrate on wind power. We have a fundamental problem in
meeting our target of building enough turbines to generate approximately 6,000 MW, which is
what we will require if we are to achieve the 40% target set by the Minister in terms of the
renewable proportion of energy generation. Gate 3 is a flawed way to deal with grid connec-
tions. Under our current system, if an investor already in Ireland or coming to Ireland finds
the ideal site for a wind farm, he or she has no chance of getting a grid connection within six
to seven years because he or she would need to join a queuing system. We need to switch over
to a model whereby every proposed wind farm is assessed on its merits alone rather than on
how long it has been in the system. Its merits should be judged in terms of wind speed, proxim-
ity, cost, bankability, technology and so on. These should be the sole criteria. I appeal to the
Minister to consider this matter.

The Government needs help in rolling out the grid infrastructure that will be necessary to
make the new energy future a reality. We in this party will try to give the Minister that help
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as long as he considers the technologies and potential other solutions with an open mind in
respect of discussions on whether infrastructure should be underground or overground, the
costing implications of that and so on. My time is up, so I will raise my other issues at the end
of the debate tomorrow night.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Brian O’Shea): Deputy Clune has four minutes.

Deputy Deirdre Clune: I am glad to have an opportunity to speak for even four minutes on
this debate, which has a particular emphasis on energy security and security of supply. The past
week has brought home to us all how vulnerable we are as an island nation. We need to focus
on the fact that we must develop our self-sufficiency. The water shortage before Christmas
highlighted a lack of storage and interconnectivity and poor planning for a crisis.

In this debate on energy, we are focusing on how vulnerable we are. We do not want to be
exposed to energy shortages. Since we are a nation that is almost entirely dependent on fossil
fuels, we need to change our strategy and focus on how to meet our European and international
commitments to climate change. Many debates in the House have highlighted the cost of elec-
tricity vis-à-vis our competitors and the absolute need to keep those costs down to ensure that,
as an exporting nation, we return to being competitive. It is essential that in all our decision
making and policy formation in respect of the energy sector, particularly electricity, a price
impact analysis is also considered. This consideration must always be with us, as must our
consideration of how to reduce our dependence on carbon-emitting fuels.

We produce the most expensive electricity in Europe. The Celtic tiger years saw a clear
divergence between Irish and European industrial electricity prices. The same is true in terms
of domestic energy. We need to diversify, change and plan for our future. In the long term, we
must plan on how to use our primary fuels. We are one of the greatest users of natural gas for
electricity generation in the EU. The strategy to generate 40% of our electricity through renew-
ables by 2020 must be supported. Wind probably comprises the largest target in this regard
and must be supported in the form of appropriate storage facilities. Given the intermittent
nature of wind, there is not necessarily a high wind factor at times of high demand. The options,
be they pump storage or compressed air storage, must form part of an economic and technical
feasibility study of our wind generation concepts.

If 40% of energy is to be generated via renewables by 2020, what of the balance? Will the
mix include coal or gas? Will we reduce our dependence on oil? If we are to continue as we
have been, we will most likely become dependent on gas. Given geopolitical considerations,
we could be exposed to a major energy security risk. By 2030, the North Sea fields will be
depleted, after which we will depend on gas from politically unstable regions such as the former
Soviet Union, the Middle East and north Africa. Natural gas accounts for 20% of our energy
demand, oil 56%, coal 9%, renewables 3% and peat 4%. Some 65% of our energy comes from
natural gas. It is used by 700,000 homes for heating and cooking. Some 90% of this gas is
imported through the UK. While my party welcomes that the Corrib field will come on stream,
the latter will only supply approximately 50% of our needs initially, a figure that will quickly
reduce to 20% after three or four years, which will increase our dependence on imports.

Acting Chairman: The Deputy’s time is almost exhausted.

Deputy Deirdre Clune: We need to focus on the diversification of supply. Liquefied natural
gas would be an important factor in this regard, as would the other sources mentioned by
Deputy Coveney. We also need to develop gas storage facilities so that 20% of our annual
natural gas usage is stored, be it in disused fields or salt caves. These are the types of policy
we must consider now. Above all, an emphasis on the economics of whatever strategy we
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develop will be important if we, as an exporting nation, are serious about keeping our energy
costs down. They have a significant impact on the cost of the services and products we export.

Deputy Jimmy Deenihan: I compliment Deputy Coveney on tabling this motion and on his
work in this area. He is to the forefront as an expert in this regard.

I am delighted that the Minister signed a foreshore licence for the Shannon LNG project
today. I welcome this sincerely. As he knows, the project was announced in May 2006 and will
provide liquid natural gas at the Tarbert-Ballylongford landbank. In September 2007, the com-
pany applied for planning permission for a terminal. Its application was lodged with An Bord
Pleanála and fast-tracked and planning permission was granted in March 2008. In April 2008,
an application was made for a foreshore licence, but its granting took almost two years. It was
a slow process. I hope that the granting of further foreshore licences will not take as long, as
this project was held up for almost two years. However, I welcome the fact that it has been
delivered today.

I wish to raise a few issues with the Minister. Shannon LNG got planning permission to
provide a pipe from Foynes to the landbank. At the same time, Bord Gáis is considering
another pipe to service Endesa, which is converting the Tarbert oil-burning station into a gas-
fired station. It is ridiculous that two pipes would be provided to the same area. Will the
Minister knock heads together and get people to agree on a single pipe?

Shannon LNG applied to the Commission for Energy Regulation, CER, in September 2008
for an exemption from third party use of the terminal. The CER published a consultative
document and I understand that the exemption has been granted. It is a welcome departure.
Shannon LNG would not normally have constructed a pipeline until the terminal was close to
completion, but it is important to point out that, subject to certain undertakings, it has offered
to build a pipeline early to accommodate any third party’s requirements. It is prepared to build
a pipeline to accommodate Endesa provided it receives certain assurances.

It is important that an assurance to the effect that if the project does not proceed — which
is highly unlikely — the company will be compensated in respect of its investment. It would be
easy to provide such an assurance. If the pipeline is provided, not only will it service the
operations of Endesa on Tarbet Island, it will also service Listowel and Tralee. It will also lead
to gas being brought into County Kerry for the first time. As far as I am aware, Kerry is one
of the only counties — Donegal is another — to which gas is not provided. The county is at a
considerable disadvantage as a result. An opportunity exists in this regard. I thank Endesa and
Shannon LNG for initiating this exciting project.

An extremely interesting document on microgeneration was published in the UK recently.
The document in question refers to the use of feed-in tariffs, with which the Minister is probably
familiar, to encourage small-scale, low-carbon generation. It is expected that the scheme in the
UK will, by 2020, support over 750,000 small-scale, low-carbon electricity installations and will
have saved 7 million tonnes of carbon dioxide. What is happening in the UK in respect of feed-
in tariffs could be replicated in Ireland in the immediate future.

Deputy Andrew Doyle: I thank Deputy Coveney for tabling this motion. The need for it is
borne out of both frustration and necessity. We have a major dependence on imported fossil
fuels, which constitute a finite resource. Ireland is at the end of the supply chain, regardless of
whether it is importing such fuels from the east or the west.

The original programme for Government that was published in 2007 included provision for
the establishment of a Cabinet sub-committee on climate change and energy security and of
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the Joint Committee on Climate Change and Energy Security, of which Deputies Coveney and
McManus and I are members. The joint committee has made progress in respect of various
initiatives, particularly those relating to electric vehicles, the heads of a Bill on climate change
and a foreshore licensing Bill, which was presented to the Government approximately one year
ago. The latter Bill, which appears to have become lost between two or three Departments,
puts forward a proper plan for offshore alternative energy projects to be licensed and allowed
to proceed without environmental impact statements being obtained for each one. The legis-
lation in question is progressive and enjoys the support of all parties. Since it was sent to
Government it has been left to languish in one of the Departments but I am not sure which one.

I wish to concentrate on microgeneration, particularly the area of biogas. In March 2008 the
European Parliament adopted a resolution — in the form of an opinion, rather than a proposal
for legislation — on sustainable agriculture and biogas and the need for a review of the relevant
EU legislation. It was stressed at the time that, in the long term, renewable energy sources such
as biogas and biofuels, together with solar and wind energy, offer the possibility of enjoying a
higher degree of independence from the fossil fuel industry.

One of our main issues with the Minister and his colleagues in the Green Party is that they
are focusing on the area of agricultural emissions as a high percentage of our total emissions.
By adopting anaerobic digestion, for example, it is possible to mitigate huge amounts of the
methane emissions from the agricultural sector by harvesting and harnessing the energy pro-
duced from said methane. The joint committee received a presentation on this matter and
recommended to the Minister that the renewable energy feed-in tariff be brought into line with
that of Europe and that it be index linked. As far as I am aware, the joint committee has not
yet received a response to its correspondence on this matter.

We set aside €50 million in 2009 in respect of the provision of carbon emission fines. That is
a complete waste of money. We could have invested the money in developing a smart metering
system or facilitating a review of the planning regulations in order to support the development
of microgeneration. We could have used those funds in a much better way. The policy that is
currently in place is moving us towards a 20% renewable energy resource but we are not
planning for this.

I wish to provide a simple example in this regard. Some 40% of the expenses incurred by
those involved in horticulture who use glasshouses arise as a result of energy requirements.
These people have a huge biodegradable waste facility at their disposal but there is no capital
investment on offer to them in order that they might develop microgeneration and anaerobic
digestion projects. The latter could meet most of their heating costs and thereby reduce the
overall cost of producing fruit and vegetables. This would allow us to compete, to retain jobs
and to supply Irish-produced fruit and vegetables to supermarkets rather than importing them
from Spain and elsewhere.

Deputy Joe McHugh: I congratulate Deputy Coveney on the work he continues to do in this
area and on putting forward this motion, which is proactive in nature and which offers sugges-
tions to the Government.

I previously worked as a geography teacher and I recall that when my students opened their
books to the chapter on energy security and fossil fuels and what might happen in the future,
they found the subject unexciting, uninteresting and boring because it did not reflect reality.
However, we are now living in the post-oil era and a new reality has emerged. In recent weeks
people have begun to panic because they are being obliged to pay, on average, an additional
€50 in respect of an order of 1,000 litres of home heating oil. They care panicking because
many of them cannot afford to pay the extra cost. People have also begun to use green diesel
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illegally as a result of their not being able to afford the alternative. Reality is beginning to bite
because people, farmers included, can no longer afford to purchase these fuels. We put forward
a suggestion to the Minister at the time of the budget that farmers should have been excluded
from the additional carbon tax on farm fuel. However, that suggestion was ignored.

Those who are currently studying geography in schools have their classrooms heated by
radiator systems which burn oil in order to produce such heat. The Minister could take the
lead in respect of this matter. Why, as Deputy Coveney inquired, are we not considering, in
respect of Government buildings, public libraries and offices and schools which close at 4.30
p.m. or 5 p.m., of creating electric storage facilities that could be fuelled at night-time. That is
a simple suggestion and it would provide a solution with regard to our needs in respect of
public buildings. At 8 a.m. each day, prior to public buildings opening, oil must be burned in
order to produce heat. We could, however, put in place electricity storage facilities whereby
such buildings could be heated through the night and this would ensure that costs would be
reduced.

We should also consider the lead taken by the German Chancellor, Angela Merkel, in respect
of hydrogen, electrolysis and fuel cell technology. In the UK, a great deal of research has been
carried out at the universities of Warwick, Nottingham, Leicester and Birmingham in respect
of the latter technology. We should be taking the lead in this regard and our third level sector
should be examining the possibility of developing fuel cell technology as a solution to our
problems. The Minister will state that this is already the case but not enough is being done.
The reality is that there are many possibilities and permutations to be considered with regard
to advancing alternative technologies and systems in the interests of ensuring energy security
and safeguarding energy production.

On one day alone last summer, 1,000 MW of energy were imported to Paris from the United
Kingdom. This was due to the fact that temperatures in France were so high at the time that
it was not possible for nuclear energy to be produced for a period of two weeks. We need to
fast track that interconnector between Ireland and Wales and be in a position to export our
energy. We need to think outside the box. Rather than pinning farmers against the wall in
terms of overhead pylons and so on, why do we not look at running this under the sea and at
perhaps running it from Dublin to Moneypoint where we have a 400 kV line and up the west
coast to Ballyshannon? The problem with this Government is very simple. A Government that
will not take responsibility for the past is certainly not in a position to take responsibility for
the future, especially in terms of energy security.

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I move
amendment No. 1:

To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“commends the Government for its comprehensive actions to ensure a sustainable
energy future for Ireland, delivering a reliable supply, efficient use of energy, competitive
prices and diverse fully sustainable energy sources through:

— ensuring that electricity supply consistently meets demand;

— ensuring the security and reliability of gas supplies;

— overseeing ongoing investment in electricity and gas networks;

— prioritising energy efficiency and conservation;
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— delivering a diverse and sustainable fuel mix; and

— in particular:

— its prioritisation of electricity interconnection and grid development, including
the East West Interconnector on schedule for 2012 with EU funding support,
and the North South Interconnector, together with the development of further
interconnection to the UK and mainland Europe;

— its commitment to ensuring all-island gas security through its support for the
new European framework for security of gas supply and emergency planning
under the forthcoming Regulation, and investment in the transmission system,
bilateral arrangements with the UK and facilitation of Liquefied Natural Gas
and gas storage projects;

— its delivery on increased levels of strategic oil stocks held on the island of
Ireland, through new National Oil Reserves Agency facilities which will come
on stream in the next three years and its ongoing commitment to rebalancing
of strategic stocks in favour of stocks held on the island of Ireland;

— the exponential investment in national energy infrastructure currently under
way by the State energy companies, including EirGrid’s GRID25 €4 billion
investment by 2025 in developing Ireland’s high voltage transmission Grid,
ESB’s investment of €22 billion to decarbonise the national energy system, and
Bord Gáis Éireann’s investment in gas networks and energy supply;

— the accelerated development and deployment of renewable energy technologies
including offshore and onshore wind, bioenergy and ocean, delivering the
national target of 40% renewable energy in electricity in 2020, and creating the
conditions for Ireland to become an exporter of energy with consequent econ-
omic and security of supply benefits;

— radically enhancing energy efficiency and conservation through unprecedented
funding for energy efficiency programmes, including the Home Energy Saving
Scheme, Warmer Homes, industry support programmes, the public sector
energy efficiency programme, energy efficient equipment tax incentives and the
roll out of the National Retrofit Programme this year; and

— maintaining a stable and sustainable environment for hydrocarbon exploration
and production, including the strengthening of the regulatory safety framework
through the enactment of the Petroleum (Exploration and Extraction) Safety
Act 2010.”

I wish to share my time with the Minister of State at the Department of the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government, Deputy Cuffe.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Brian O’Shea): Is that agreed? Agreed.

Deputy Eamon Ryan: The Fine Gael Party motion is well constructed and I would not
disagree fundamentally with much of the analysis Deputy Coveney presented. It is crucial we
start to debate and understand this issue of energy security within the context of good energy
policy being set and getting clean, competitive and secure energy sources. We are always trying
to get those three legs of the stool right but we could add a fourth leg. Recently, I have started

459



Energy Security: 20 April 2010. Motion

[Deputy Eamon Ryan.]

to change my thinking. The fourth leg is the country’s balance of payments. I guess it is part
of competitiveness but we want to reduce the amount of money we spend on energy imports
and increase our exports. We could say there are four legs on the stool.

I have been acutely appraised of the energy security issue. Anyone who grew up in the 1970s
and pushed the car to the petrol station had that hard-wired into his or her brain. Anyone who
read “Limits to Growth”, as I did as a teenager, had the clear understanding that this century
would be defined by resource limits.

My thinking on energy security was further developed or honed eight or nine years ago. A
very important conference was held in the Tipperary Institute which, I think, was organised by
Richard Douthwaite from Feasta, the foundation for economic self-sustainability. A speaker at
that conference was Colin Campbell, a former geologist, who had worked in the seas around
Ireland looking for oil. He had also worked in Colombia and a range of different locations. As
an independent expert, a geologist, who had worked for many of the oil companies but who
no longer had any interest in them or in oil exploration, I found his analysis carried a certain
weight. It was independent and he did not have a vested interest. He was surrounded by a
collection of similar experts from all over the world, including Jean Laherrère from France
who, I think, had worked for Elf, the French oil company, Chris Grabowski, the editor of one
of the main petroleum magazines who has been quite brave in terms of saying it as it is, Matt
Simmons from the USA and a range of other people who were part of what one might call
that peak oil community. It is a community which has got it right.

A representative from Shell or one of the large oil companies at that conference eight or
nine years said that this was all nonsense, that there was no shortage of oil, that we would be
fine until 2050 and that even then we would find something else. At that time, the official
sources of the International Energy Agency were scathing in their criticism of the likes of Colin
Campbell and the Association for the Study of Peak Oil and Gas.

However, what has happened in the intervening eight or nine is interesting. The geological
reality has become increasingly apparent. We face a world not in which oil will disappear
overnight but in which it will become increasingly scarce. We will face a peak, if we do not
face it already, followed by a contraction in availability, in particular of light sweet crude oil
which has powered our civilisation for the past 100 years. There is much shale oil left in Alberta,
Canada, in Venezuela and elsewhere but it takes almost as much energy to get that out of the
ground and huge volumes of water which are not readily available.

Nothing will be as good as oil. We will never have an energy resource which is as energy
dense, transportable and as useful as oil. It is stored solar energy, stored for 150 million years.
It is the perfect solar energy in terms of its energy density and transportability. Jonathan Porrit
said recently that three tablespoons of oil is the equivalent of eight man hours of energy.
Deputy Ferris knows what it is like to haul a net. If he did that for eight hours, three table-
spoons of oil would give one that energy. It is phenomenal energy material. However, it is
clear we face a peak in global oil production and that this planet faces a fundamental challenge
to provide oil for its people in a world where it is no longer as freely or as cheaply available.

I am very much appraised of the Association for the Study of Peak Oil and Gas and the
need for us to act now. Reality has caught up. A year and a half ago, I invited over Fatih Birol
of the International Energy Agency and brought in the senior civil servants from across the
public service and told them to listen to him. In its 2008 report, the most conservative energy
agency said our dependence on oil was utterly unsustainable, that the age of cheap oil was over
and that governments must act now. This report could not have been more stark. It did a field
by field analysis which had not been done previously. Many lies are told in the oil industry.
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When the IEA started to look beneath the surface of what people had been saying and at the
reality, there was a stark warning to every government which has continued since that we must
rid ourselves of our dependency on oil, in particular.

That drives the European Union. We see it across the board. Energy Ministers are all pretty
much appraised of this. It complements what we are doing on climate change. The 2020 strategy
is a strong, mandatory approach from the European Union and it is backed up because Energy
Ministers, Heads of Government and last but not least Finance Ministers are starting to under-
stand this reality and react to it.

The promise at the inauguration of the new President in the US was to harness the sun, wind
and soil to power its cars and run its factories. The US gets it. It is an oil economy and a
country which got rich on the back of oil resources. It peaked in 1976 and it now imports 15
million barrels a day of the 20 million barrels a day it consumes.

China gets it. I was at one of the Association for the Study of Peak Oil and Gas conferences
six or seven years ago. The top person in the Chinese oil company was there and all he said in
his speech was that China will need a lot of oil and gas. It is now buying it around the world.
The estimate from the IEA is that in 2030, China will import the same amount of oil America
is now importing. I do not see from where it will come. I do not believe there is a miracle
source we will discover so, therefore, we must act.

This country must act. We consume 165,000 barrels of oil a day. That is ten pints of oil for
every man, woman and child every day. Think of the energy in that. We do not see it because
it goes to food production, transport systems, fertilisers, petrol, heating systems and industrial
production. It is a lot of oil. This is one of the most oil dependent countries in the world.

I appreciate Deputy Coveney’s motion because it gives us a chance to set out that reality to
the people. One of the first reactions is to provide storage so that if there is another energy
crisis, like in the 1970s, we have something to cover us. That is why NORA is compelled to
hold approximately 90 days oil stocks for the country. Currently, it holds 84 days in gasoline and
78 days in the distilled equivalent with the remainder coming from private industry. Currently,
approximately 85% of that is in real oil stocks and approximately 15% is in tickets and stock
tickets. As Deputy Coveney said, approximately 45% is held in Ireland and 40% abroad.
However, we have given NORA a serious amount of resources to ensure 70% of our stocks
are held here. We are looking at a range of different solutions to increase our capability in that
regard and we have given NORA real resources to do that job.

In terms of gas, Deputy Coveney is right that there has been a change in the past couple of
years. Forever and a day, gas prices followed oil prices but there has been a divergence in
recent times because of the development of the hydrovacing of shale gas in certain areas in the
United States. We should be careful as to whether it is a complete game change. The EPA in
the United States is starting a two year study on the implications of this for the water table
and water pollution. The level of resources is also not yet clear. It is true, however, that the
development of this shale gas resource changed the spot market price in the United States and,
by dint of that, the world market price for gas. It has also resulted in a change in the LNG
business in that tankers which previously travelled across the Atlantic may no longer have
a reason to do so. This has created a certain flexibility in the market which has helped to
reduce prices.

Ireland should not be complacent in this regard given that gas accounts for one quarter of
our energy use. Approximately two thirds of Ireland’s gas consumption is used in electricity
production where it accounts for approximately 60% of our electricity. We are, therefore,
highly dependent on imported gas, especially for electricity. Between 95% and 97% of Ireland’s
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gas is imported, largely from the North Sea. North Sea gas peaked about five or six years ago
and estimates show that even by 2017, within ten or 15 years of North Sea production having
peaked, the United Kingdom will import 70% of its gas needs. The figure for Ireland is likely
to match the British figure.

While the immediate reliance for imports will probably be on Norway, its gas resource is
relatively limited on a European scale. Ireland would then be dependent on LNG or Russian
or Algerian gas supplies. Ireland’s energy security is, therefore, under threat owing to our
dependence on imported gas. This was evident during the Russia-Ukraine gas crisis. While the
crisis did not affect Ireland directly, Europe was very much aware of the problem. It changed
the consciousness of the European Council of Ministers which now seeks to develop an alterna-
tive strategy in which Europe is less divided and we provide ourselves with a series of security
systems to protect against gas supply shortages.

The motion is correct on the need to increase our gas protection and we are doing what is
set out in that regard. Citing the example of power plants, Deputy Coveney argues that we
must increase storage from five to ten days. I agree and one option we are considering is to
have some of the NORA distillate stocks, which are usable in gas fired power stations, become
complementary. We could use these stocks to help us meet the storage requirements in our
power stations and give us the extra buffer we need.

Deputy Simon Coveney: Will the Minister consider giving NORA responsibility for our stra-
tegic gas supply?

Deputy Eamon Ryan: We are examining that issue. The European Union is moving towards
introducing statutory requirements on a regulatory system for gas storage. I hope this will be
done by July 2010. The Commission for Energy Regulation, NORA and the Department have
a crucial role in this regard. We will have to consider introducing primary legislation to set out
the mechanism within which gas storage regulation is carried out. I believe it will involve
NORA, the CER and the Department. We are apprised of this issue and are working on it,
among a range of other projects.

We must concentrate on steps we can take to address the concern we have on the supply
side. I propose to set out some of the measures being taken. The first emphasis should always
be on efficiency. One puts in the plug if one wishes to fill a bath. In the same manner, one
must make efficiency, the equivalent of the bath plug, the first priority. One of the first steps
we took in government was to improve building standards, recognising that what was built in
the past 20 or 30 years was as if the 1970s had not happened. A fundamental historical flaw of
the past two or three decades was to allow the wrong buildings to be constructed. The buildings
of this period were not fit for our climate, nor were they designed to keep in heat or cut out
carbon. We changed the position immediately when we entered government. We are in the
process of changing it again by revising Part L of the building regulations to use the breathing
space that has been caused, unfortunately, by the property crash to reconfigure the building
industry. We want the industry to work towards passive housing standards and ensure new
buildings are fit for purpose. We are working on this issue, for example, through the retrofit
programmes we introduced.

A few months ago, when the International Energy Agency met to discuss the issue of energy
security, US Secretary of State Stephen Chu lauded his country’s stimulus package which
included a $400 million programme for retrofitting buildings. At the time, I noted that we have
the guts of €100 million in our budget for these types of projects this year and our population
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is much less than one quarter that of the United States. The 50,000 or 60,000 houses being
retrofitted this year is only a beginning. We need to increase the figure to 100,000.

I agree with Deputies opposite that students should not be required to sit on oil fired radi-
ators in classrooms. We need to use the period when the construction industry is down to get
it back on its feet by enabling it to make our buildings fit for purpose. This is what we are doing.

I also concur with Deputies opposite on the need to consider biomass, bio-gas and CHP as
part of the solution. The Irish farming sector has an opportunity to play its part in the solution,
including in the provision of micro-generation. Work remains to be done in this area. We are
working on a bio-energy strategy which I hope to publish shortly. I have indicated to the
industry that I recognise that the 19 cent support price for the first 3,500 kilowatt hours pro-
duced by micro-generation is not sufficient to encourage Irish farmers to sell power back to
the system. We must take a number of measures. I welcome any and all suggestions or support
in this regard.

One must always battle with the Departments of Finance or Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment when trying to get new industries up and running or setting a price support to help
overcome supply chain disadvantages. One such disadvantage is that one has an oil fired burn-
ing system in place for 100 years with a range of supply materials ready for use in it. If we are
to provide an alternative and get an anaerobic digestion, micro-generation, CHP or biomass
fed system up and running, we must have scale. This requires the provision of support prices.
Doing this, however, raises concerns — correctly in many senses — in the Department of
Finance and elsewhere that it may have an effect on energy prices. I do not believe that will
be the case.

We have a five year window of opportunity during which gas prices are likely to be low
owing to the shale gas issue to make the switch and support new technologies. I am committed
to doing this. At every meeting I attend, I point out that this approach is not politically con-
tested and the only point of contention is the speed at which we are moving. Industry has the
benefit of knowing that irrespective of the outcome of a future election or the configuration of
a future Government, there is political agreement to move in a local, sustainable, renewable
direction.

On electricity, I listened to Deputy Coveney and accept that Gate 3 is a complicated system.
When I spoke to Michael Walsh of the Irish Wind Energy Association I asked whether, given
its complexity, Gate 3 was the right approach to delivering on this issue. He stated that while
it was complicated, it was fundamentally correct and we should proceed with it.

Deputy Simon Coveney: His members are in the queue.

Deputy Eamon Ryan: Mr. Walsh recognises that the biggest constraint is the grid. One could
take the approach outlined by Deputy Coveney and assess which sites are better before
delivering but if the grid is not in place, the number of good sites is irrelevant. We must, first
and foremost, build the grid around which Gate 3 is based.

I welcome Deputy Coveney’s statement that he is wiling to support the development of the
grid, subject to others being willing to support the different options. I have always done this.
For example, I employed a range of consultants to examine the underground options. This
approach must continue in any Bord Pleanála hearing system to ensure all options are con-
sidered. Ultimately, however, the grid must be built. While we have met our 15% target for
renewables and reached second or third place in Europe in terms of integration of wind in our
system — we are heading towards first place in this respect — we will not make progress unless
we build our grid to tap into the potential resources available to us. This is a precursor to the
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wider and larger strategy set out in the Oireachtas committee two weeks ago of Ireland becom-
ing an energy exporter.

I fully support the offshore option to which Deputy McHugh referred. While it is part of our
export potential, it will not solve our transmission grid problem on land. We need a trans-
mission grid to County Donegal, not only to enable us to transmit wind power from that county
but also to create jobs in the county. The new data centre jobs which are coming to Donegal
and elsewhere require that a grid is in place.

Deputy Simon Coveney: Deputy McHugh referred to laying a DC line to connect Donegal.

Deputy Eamon Ryan: That is all very well but if we want to create jobs, we also need an AC
transmission line in counties Cavan, Monaghan and Donegal. There is an increasing correlation
between a good electricity system and good employment. It is not only a matter of tapping into
resources but also bringing jobs to the counties in question. For this reason, we must ensure a
transmission system is built as quickly as possible.

I concur with Deputy Doyle that the Joint Committee on Climate Change and Energy Secur-
ity has done good work on electric vehicles. The reality is that by dint of the agreements we
have made with car companies from around the world, the work being done by the ESB and
the support given by the Government, we are now placed to be one of the first countries to
roll out a national EV network and get many of the economic benefits that come from that.

There has also been an increase in investment in information and communications tech-
nology and energy efficiency. The IBM smart grid centre is coming here rather than elsewhere,
and that is real and is happening. The bio-fuels obligation system is fitting within the European
system, and this shows we are doing it.

We should be openly critical of each other. I picked up the “NewERA” document and while
I agree with Deputy Coveney’s aspiration of where we need to go, I fundamentally disagree
with the document’s approach. I do not agree that we will improve our energy security by
selling the ESB and Bord Gáis. If anything, I have seen the benefits that accrue from having
certain control.

Deputy Simon Coveney: We are not proposing to sell the ESB.

Deputy Eamon Ryan: I understand that is Fine Gael policy as set out in the “NewERA”
document.

Deputy Simon Coveney: The Minister is letting himself down by misleading people with the
protection of the House.

8 o’clock

Deputy Eamon Ryan: The big value is in our electricity and gas grids, and I do not believe
we should sell them. There is no energy security benefit in selling our State assets in that way.
Neither do I believe there is a benefit in bringing our companies together into one office in

the Department of the Taoiseach. It do not believe it will work nor will it be
more efficient. The figure of €18 billion that is being cited actually grasps the
scale of the opportunity. I saw Mr. Peter Brennan speak recently on behalf of

the energy group on the Dublin Chamber of Commerce. He cited the fact that taking a ten-
year view, there is already a €75 billion investment plan being spent. This combines the €22
billion commitment by the ESB, the €5 billion commitment by Bord Gáis, the €4 billion to be
spent on EirGrid, and the €16 billion that will be developed in the private wind energy sector.
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Deputy Simon Coveney: The Minister is missing the point. He is talking about front-load-
ing investment.

Deputy Eamon Ryan: The Minister, Deputy Gormley, spoke yesterday about the billions
that will be spent on our water infrastructure. It is happening.

Deputy Simon Coveney: Through 34 different local authorities.

Deputy Eamon Ryan: We are raising the funding. The only thing that would stop these
developments is a switch of policy towards a “NewERA” system that does not add any value
nor create any efficiency. In fact, such an approach puts us all at risk by selling the assets and
by creating a bureaucratic construct that I believe will not work.

I commend the motion because it raises a crucial issue. I disagree fundamentally with the
Fine Gael approach, but I commend the Deputy on raising an issue that needs to be considered
by all sides of this House.

Deputy Ciarán Cuffe: I welcome the motion, to which there are many commendable aspects
and which concentrates our mind on a very important issue, namely, to ensure we have energy
security. I am a bit disappointed the issue of energy security is taken in isolation. I always tend
to put peak oil, energy security and climate change into the same area, and we cannot address
one of these three issues without bringing in the other two. The motion before us does not
touch sufficiently on climate change or on peak oil. It seems——

Deputy Simon Coveney: We are trying to switch the focus onto an area that is not getting
focus.

Deputy Ciarán Cuffe: That is fair enough and it is valuable to focus our attention on that
area, but I would tend not to isolate the issue from the other two and it is worth considering
all three of them at the same time. It is useful to draw people’s attention to the challenges we
face. As we have seen over the past week, things can quickly change about assumptions that
might have previously been taken for granted. We need to bring back on board Irish natural gas
and to look at electricity interconnection issues. I welcome this. However, there is a tendency to
run with the hare and hunt with the hounds when in Opposition. I can give three examples
of that.

The Deputy called for an increase in critical supplies of energy from five days to ten, which
is a very valuable thing. However, it is not that long ago that he was harassing the Minister to
lower energy prices in electricity and elsewhere. A balance must be struck between bringing in
the appropriate reductions and also storing energy for future use. I do not think the Deputy
can hammer us for not lowering prices and at the same time demand the imposition of very
direct and substantial costs on the electricity producers and the oil distributors in the first
instance. That is one example.

Another example is the call to expand and renew the grids nationwide. We have had a very
public campaign in Meath and elsewhere about planning issues in respect of new pylons for
the distribution of electricity to and from the north west. I understand members of Fine Gael
have sided strongly with protesters on this issue, yet we need to reinforce the grid dramatically.
We need to renew the grid that already exists, yet there seems to be support at local level from
the two main parties in Opposition for the points made by the community.
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Deputy Simon Coveney: They are public representatives. They are entitled to work with
communities to alleviate concerns.

Deputy Ciarán Cuffe: I agree that public representatives must work with the community they
represent, but we need leadership on the energy security and climate change issue. We have
to marry the concerns of local communities about planning with the need to address the three
concerns I mentioned earlier.

The third example is in the area of transportation. The Green Party has argued long and
hard for stronger investment in public transport. We are transforming the bus system in
Government, with straighter routes and better information to the end users. We need all of
that to happen and we need to shift the capital investment away from a position where the vast
bulk goes into roads to a position where the bulk of the money goes into public transport.

Deputy Liz McManus: Why are bus routes being cut?

Deputy Ciarán Cuffe: This will happen over the next few years, but it will not happen if
Deputy McManus from the Labour Party argues for an outer orbital motorway running from
Dundalk across to the Wicklow mountains.

Deputy Simon Coveney: The Government is reducing expenditure on buses and the Green
Party is in the Government.

Deputy Ciarán Cuffe: It is not going to happen when the Fine Gael Party argues for yet
more motorway investment. If we are to make public transport work, we must make the capital
investment. There have been reductions in expenditure on roads and in general expenditure,
but if the two Opposition parties believe that when the money comes back, we should invest
it all in roads, then we will not address the energy security issues, the peak oil issues and the
climate change issues. Let us not run with the hare and hunt with the hounds.

While I accept that Deputy Coveney’s concerns are genuine, we must look at how we are to
reduce energy use. I commend him on his work in researching the move towards electricity in
transportation, but this should not be about electric Range Rovers. It should be about smaller
cars that use less energy and about how we can travel less and produce more with less energy.
The post-peak oil, energy secure, climate change agenda must be about using resources wisely.
I do not see enough of that in this motion.

I accept the Deputy wants to focus his attention exclusively on the energy security issue and
I commend him on that. However, I have a little difficulty with the lack of a great attempt to
address the energy conservation issue in the thrust of his motion. It would be remiss of me to
make the polemical point that we need to address energy security without ensuring that we put
significant resources into energy conservation. That may be in the Houses of the Oireachtas
where we are moving over to using wood-pellet boilers and greater energy management, or
the kind of measures my colleagues in Cabinet are taking to encourage householders to save
money and have better heated homes, or in many other initiatives the Government is
producing.

I welcome the Fine Gael motion, although I feel the Government amendment encapsulates
the issues to a greater extent. I thank Deputy Coveney and others for their interest in this issue
this evening.

Deputy Liz McManus: I wish to share my time with Deputy Martin Ferris and Deputy
Joanna Tuffy.
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Acting Chairman (Deputy Brian O’Shea): Is that agreed? Agreed.

Deputy Liz McManus: First, I want to congratulate the Minister of State, Deputy Ciarán
Cuffe, and wish him well in his new position.

Deputy Ciarán Cuffe: Thank you.

Deputy Liz McManus: I find this debate quite puzzling. I have listened intently to both
Ministers and after all their effusive compliments about the motion framed by Deputy Coveney,
I did not get what their problem is with it and why they cannot support it. The Minister, Deputy
Ryan, and the Minister of State, Deputy Cuffe, told us how they welcomed the motion, but the
only inkling I got was a misunderstanding concerning Fine Gael’s “New Era” economic stimu-
lus plan. I have a difficulty with the “New Era” document but I do not have a difficulty with
this motion because all it seeks is to frontload investment in domestic energy infrastructure. I
have a difficulty with the approach of these two Government Ministers. They are so stuck in a
rut that when a good motion comes forward outlining the essential problems we face in the
pending energy crisis, they cannot bring themselves to accept it. If they were more seasoned
and experienced Ministers they might have the good grace to adopt a good idea when they see
one. I am sure Deputy Coveney would be happy to withdraw the phrase as outlined in Fine
Gael’s “New Era” economic stimulus plan, if it upsets the Minister, Deputy Ryan. We have a
problem, however, in that the Green Ministers cannot let go of the idea that somehow they
have the Holy Grail and that nobody else can think as well or as smartly about energy issues
as they can.

May I tell the Minister of State, Deputy Cuffe, what he should be doing? If he has a problem
with the number of roads being built in this country he should talk to his colleague, the Minister
for Transport. I did not suggest an outer orbital route, but the Minister, Deputy Dempsey, did.
He proposed to finish it before it got to County Wicklow, which would have isolated us and
caused tremendous difficulties. If the Minister of State wants to promote buses and bikes, he
should look at the record.

Deputy Ciarán Cuffe: Through the Chair, I have an issue with that.

Deputy Liz McManus: I did not propose it.

Deputy Ciarán Cuffe: I would like Deputy McManus to say how she is going to get it through
the Wicklow mountains.

Deputy Liz McManus: I did not talk about the Wicklow mountains.

Deputy Ciarán Cuffe: Is she going to go through the Glen of Imaal or Glendalough?

Acting Chairman (Deputy Brian O’Shea): The Minister of State should allow Deputy
McManus to continue without interruption.

Deputy Ciarán Cuffe: The Deputy should name her route.

Deputy Liz McManus: I do not have to name a route.

Deputy Ciarán Cuffe: That is the beauty of Opposition.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Brian O’Shea): We will have the debate through the Chair.
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Deputy Ciarán Cuffe: I am sorry, Chairman.

Deputy Liz McManus: If we were simply using our position in Opposition to oppose, it would
do a great disservice to what Deputy Coveney has done, and we would not see such a well
crafted motion before us. It is a classic example of the dog in the manger, that the Ministers
cannot accept this motion deals with a serious problem. It is about security of supplies and the
difficulties we need to address. They have been overshadowed in particular by the banking
crisis, which has been caused largely by the Greens’ Government partners. That crisis has
overshadowed everything and meanwhile there are issues such as peak oil and the uncertainty
of energy supplies which need to be addressed. Nothing the Minister has said contradicts what
is in the Fine Gael motion. That is why I have difficulty in understanding how small the Mini-
sters’ minds are that they cannot accept this motion. The strength of having a motion accepted
across the House is not that the Opposition wins or scores a point; it is in showing that there
is cross-party unanimity on a key issue that we face and which is not in the public consciousness.
The public are mystified by its effects. For example, people are mystified why the price of
petrol has gone so high, while the price of crude oil has not. It is about currency fluctuations
and taxes, but it underlines the point that this is a very volatile market. We are at one in that
we must find ways to deal with essential supplies, as well as ways to generate and use energy.

One of the really good things that came out of the Green Party’s contribution was the
establishment of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Climate Change and Energy Security. We
all worked very well on that and will continue to do so, although it is a pity Deputy Cuffe is
not there with us. That is the kind of thinking we must adopt if we are to meet the challenges
ahead. It disturbs me that the old ways are now being adopted by the Green Party at a time
when it argues, as we do, that we need to have new ways of dealing with this matter.

It is regrettable that this motion has not been accepted. It is not controversial but it is
challenging in a good sense. It is not party political but it makes the point that this is a political
issue. I am genuinely befuddled as to why it has not been accepted. We are all conscious of
the Association for the Study of Peak Oil, which stated:

There is an emerging consensus that without structural changes in the oil supply market,
oil price volatility and the consequent economic volatility will be the dominant feature of the
foreseeable future. The targets for renewable energy, while visionary and to be welcomed,
are not ambitious enough. A wartime response is required to head off this issue before 2020.

That is a stark statement from a body that is not particularly inclined towards sensationalism.
The issues include protection of supplies, the shift from fossil fuels, and ways of conserving and
reducing our energy usage. Much of it comes down to energy legislation, and I welcome the
fact that the Minister mentioned that. I appreciate there are demands on a small Department
but he has indicated there will be legislation and I look forward to that. I hope he can introduce
it, but legislation on geothermal power has been already promised. I hope the Minister of State,
Deputy Conor Lenihan, gets home soon, wherever he is. He indicated that we could expect to
see that legislation by February. We need to move on that. We are talking about self-reliance
and self-sufficiency to a much greater degree than this 95% dependance on fossil fuels. We
need to concentrate on achievable goals.

I was dismayed to discover when I opened the legislative programme that, according to the
Government, there is no publication date for the climate change Bill. That is at variance with
the trend that began when the joint Oireachtas committee produced a report on climate change
legislation. I was the rapporteur for that report, which contained an explanatory memorandum
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and was well received. The Minister, Deputy Gormley, produced his own framework document,
which was far less ambitious but at least it was an attempt. He presented it before we all went
to Copenhagen. As I recall it, the approximate date for a debate on the final Bill was in June.
I suggest to the Minister and Minister of State that the Government has some difficulty in this
regard and will leave it on the long finger. Therefore, in the interest of the people who voted
“green” at the last election, if I get the agreement of the Joint Committee on Climate Change
to produce a Bill, will they give it a better hearing and more open attitude than they have
given Deputy Coveney on his Private Members’ motion tonight?

Deputy Martin Ferris: I thank Deputy McManus and the Labour Party for allowing me ten
minutes to speak. I support the general thrust of the motion, but have tabled an amendment
regarding a crucial area that must be addressed if this country is to benefit to the maximum
extent from any oil and gas that comes on stream in the future. Irrespective of what side of the
House we are on, we are all conscious of how vulnerable we are for energy security and of
how we are hostage to energy costs. We have seen this in the past, particularly in my part of
the country where hundreds of jobs have been lost in the Tralee area due to energy costs.

My amendment introduces changes in the revenue system that applies to oil and gas compan-
ies in order to bring them into line with what pertains in other countries. I am aware the
Minister has introduced some changes and commend him on these and am also conscious he
inherited bad decisions of the past. However, I do not believe the level of change is adequate
and the changes only apply to new rather than existing projects such as the Corrib project.

Norway is an example often cited with regard to the proper taxation and supervision of
energy exploration. The role that state has played in the development of its natural resources
and in accruing revenue through taxation and royalties has laid the basis for a strong economy
outside of the European Union. It will be argued that Norway’s offshore exploration sector
has been well developed over more than 30 years, but the fact is that its system was in place
from the beginning, and contrary to what some people here say, its tax regime and state over-
sight did not frighten away foreign companies. That fear was the excuse given here for the
decisions to change the tax and royalties regime. I remember when the Minister was on this
side of the House raising these issues and being told by the then Government we could not do
as Norway had done because it would frighten off exploration. However, that has not been
the international experience even in countries where multinationals have exerted considerable
influence over the local governments. Obviously, a certain influence has been exerted here,
given the ridiculously easy terms which have been handed to companies like Shell and others.
Neither did the companies involved in exploration in Norway refuse to enter into partnership
with the Norwegian State exploration company. It is ironic that because of the involvement of
the Norwegian State company Statoil in the Corrib project, when that comes on stream, the
Norwegians will benefit more than the people of this State.

The recent announcement that a substantial deposit of oil has been located in the Irish Sea,
off Dalkey, underlines both the potential that exists and the need to change the regime per-
taining to oil and gas exploration. The deposit there is estimated to be 860 million barrels,
which at current prices would have a market value of €60 billion. On the issue of exploration,
I worked on the Porcupine Basin for Phillip’s Exploration 32 years ago. While I was there a
number of finds were made at a depth of 1,600 feet, which at the time made the finds unviable
and almost impossible to bring to the surface and to shore. I understand that technology has
advanced so much now it would be capable of doing that. The resources are there. Am I correct
that the changes the Minister made with regard to revenue will be retrospective in the case of
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any oil brought to the surface from the Porcupine Basin? We were led to believe at the time
that there were substantial quantities of oil in the two finds made, but the wells were just
capped and left.

The potential benefits from the Dalkey oil coming on stream, both in terms of meeting future
requirements and revenue, do not need to be underlined, particularly at a time when ordinary
people are paying a huge price through being forced to shoulder the burden of meeting the
financial shortfall brought about by the economic downturn and compounded by the Govern-
ment’s bailing out of the banks and failed property speculators. This motion partly recognises
the need for the State to take a closer hands-on approach in its reference to the National Oil
Reserves Agency. However, the logic of that is that if the State is involved in the development
of gas revenue reserves, it should also have a direct stake in the area. That has been the
experience of all other developed countries, where the state, whatever its ideological com-
plexion, recognises that exploration of expendable natural resources such as oil and gas are of
a different character to multinational involvement in other parts of the economy. Finds should
be regarded in some way as part of the agricultural land and fishery waters of this country,
although the manner in which our fisheries have been handed over to external control would
not be a good example to follow. There would be no question of the developed sovereign State
allowing its agricultural land and food production be handed over totally to foreign companies.
The same should apply to managing our natural resources.

The motion puts forward some good points with regard to future energy requirements and
the need to ensure the country has a secure supply of the necessary fuel. A huge step could be
taken in that direction when the oil and gas off our coast come on stream. However, the current
situation does not guarantee this. If, for example, the Corrib field was to begin production,
there is no strategy to ensure the gas is used to supply our needs or to ensure it is distributed
and priced properly to ensure economic benefits here rather than allow distribution and price
be dictated by the market and the companies involved, which will wish to sell their gas to the
most attractive market. In light of the current revenue structures, the directing of the gas to
overseas markets would constitute a double negative.

The motion also refers to renewable energy and the development of biomass as an alternative
means of meeting future requirements and lessening our massive dependence on fossil fuels,
which comprise 96% of our energy mix. When in Opposition, the Green Party used to highlight
these issues as primary concerns, but in Government it has failed to create the pace of develop-
ment it promised. Alternative energy sources are being developed, but not on the scale required
to meet the targets set. Apart from biomass, there is massive potential in wind and tidal energy.
Far more could be done in these areas to develop these sources, particularly along the western
coast. Some excellent and ambitious projects are under way, but far more must be done if the
potential is to be realised. I refer in particular to the Shannon. I have spoken in the past with
regard to the use of reversible turbines in places with an eight knot tide, which offers huge
potential. From Helvick Head in the south east to beyond Youghal there is also a strong tide
that offers huge potential. I know some exploration work is being done in this regard. It is a
way to develop clean energy for the future.

There have also been some interesting proposals, including from farmers’ groups, on micro
generation. There is potential, but the proper structures and incentives must be put in place.
On one level, such projects only represent a drop in the ocean, but if there are sufficient
numbers of such projects and they take off, the country would have the potential to meet
a small but significant part of overall energy needs. These projects would also represent an
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environmental plus and provide a boost to the economy on a local level, both in terms of
construction and where the energy created aids the development of local enterprises.

Planning is an issue which has raised some disquiet with regard to wind farms and there have
been complaints that these are an eyesore. Much of these concerns could be addressed if the
proper structures and guidelines were in place and if local communities were kept aware and
fully informed of plans and provided with accurate information regarding these structures. It
is essential that such communication with local communities exists to ensure the planning pro-
cess can be delivered in a speedy way to the benefit of communities.

It should also be ensured that certain areas are not overburdened with wind farms just
because they are believed to be particularly suitable due to their geographical location and
incidence of regular wind speeds sufficient to ensure high levels of production. It has also been
suggested that local produce could be encouraged at community co-operatives rather than
being left to the initiative of private companies. Again, this would not only help to address the
problem of meeting energy requirements but would also contribute to local economic
development.

I support the overall intention of the motion and reject the claims made in the Government’s
amendment that all of the issues referred to are being adequately addressed. Clearly they are
not and, as I stated in my amendment, there is the broader issue of the structure imposed on
revenue that needs to be addressed and which a future Government needs to do if the full
potential of our national mineral resources are to be realised to the benefit of the Irish people.

Debate adjourned.

Adjournment Debate.

————

Substance Abuse.

Deputy Joe Costello: I am pleased to see the Minister of Justice, Equality and Law Reform
in the House. The situation with regard to head shops has been deteriorating for a period of
time. At least eight head shops have been attacked, largely through arson, with some fire-
bombed. Many of them were severely damaged. In my constituency two were attacked with
one totally demolished. The absence of any meaningful action from the Government allows
sinister elements to have full reign and operate what is effectively criminal behaviour. Such
absence also means that head shops can proliferate and spread throughout the country. It is a
lucrative trade as we have seen. While that continues we will have more head shops throughout
the country. There are approximately 14 or 15 in my constituency and I understand there are
approximately 100 throughout the country.

At present, in Dublin Central many parents are in fear for their children. Many of those
accessing head shops are very young teenagers because there is no regulation or licensing or
no restrictions on minors entering those shops and buying any of the products on sale. Many
of those products are labelled in one way but intended in another. These products mimic the
most dangerous of drugs which are illegal under the Misuse of Drugs Act, particularly cocaine
and heroin. They are sold as bath salts or plant food but in fact many of them are intended to
be injected or ingested. The danger that many parents in the north inner city fear with regard
to their teenage sons and daughters is another drug epidemic to rival the heroin and cocaine
epidemics of the 1980s and 1990s, because they are the drugs being mimicked in the head shops
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which young people consume orally and inject. At a recent meeting of the north inner city drugs
task force the Garda indicated anecdotally that it had experienced a sharp rise in burglaries and
larceny.

Last Friday, the Minister stated he would introduce legislation to provide the Garda with new
powers to deal with head shops. Will he outline those proposals? To date, the interdepartmental
committee, on which the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform sits, has not pro-
duced any tangible proposals or measures other than a statement of intent that some time
towards the end of June certain named products will be banned and that this will come from
the Department of Health and Children through the Irish Medicines Board. As was indicated
by many people commenting on the area, these are synthetic drugs and once the Minister
announces, months in advance, what he intends to do those supplying the drugs will be able to
mix the ingredients to produce similar drugs that will not be properly defined under the new
designations under the Misuse of Drugs Acts. They will then proceed merrily on their way.

Last month, the Labour Party proposed the Planning and Development (Amendment) Bill
2010 which would prevent the proliferation of new head shops and would require existing head
shops to obtain planning permission, which would be very difficult for them to do. One simple
Bill already on the Order Paper of the Dáil could solve the problem almost overnight if the
Government was prepared to accept it and process it through the Dáil. It could be done very
quickly, in the space of a couple of days.

Will the Minister outline his proposals on the new powers he intends to give to the Garda?
How are they expected to operate? Will he take the Bill that is before the House and process
and implement it and deal with the matter as quickly as possible?

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I thank the Deputy
for raising this issue. If it were easy it would have been solved much earlier than this. The
Government is taking action to deal with the problem of head shops. In addition to the public
health concerns I, as Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform, am acutely aware of the
need for a criminal justice response.

It is my intention to bring forward urgent legislation that would make it a criminal offence
generally to supply unregulated psychotropic substances for use by humans. I have taken this
move following intensive discussions with both the Attorney General and the Garda Com-
missioner. My goal is to bring the full force of the criminal justice system to bear down on
head shops. In my view, they are gateways to illicit drug dependence and must be shut down.

This effort is part of a multi-pronged approach to deal with the issue. Already, the Minister
for Health and Children has introduced regulations under the Misuse of Drugs Act to place
controls on the specific substances currently available for sale in head shops. That will deal
with the immediate problem. However, suppliers continuously develop new drugs and there is
always a time-lag before such new drugs are subject to proper controls. My legislative proposals
are intended to be available to deal with new drugs as they emerge.

As part of the multi-pronged approach, relevant Government agencies, including environ-
mental health officers, are reviewing existing legislative provisions to establish if head shops
are liable for prosecution under a range of legislation. The primary vehicle for regulating psych-
otropic substances is the Misuse of Drugs Act. As I stated, the Minister for Health and Children
will take action under that Act to place controls on a range of substances currently on sale in
head shops. This will make the unauthorised possession and sale of these substances illegal and
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subject to criminal sanctions. The orders will effectively mean that the mainstream of sub-
stances being sold in these shops at the moment will be banned.

The draft regulations have been notified to the European Commission as required by Euro-
pean law in order to allow these orders to come into effect as soon as possible. It is not
possible to take prosecutions until that period has elapsed. Head shops are a problem in many
jurisdictions where the authorities experience difficulties in finding comprehensive solutions.
A major problem associated with the control of head shops is that the legislators are often left
to play catch up — as soon as one dangerous substance is banned in a country, another product
is produced to take its place. These products are often produced for an international market
and incredible chemical expertise arid ingenuity is at play in constantly devising new products.
For that reason, I am exploring how best to provide a criminal justice legislative response.
While the full details of the legislation have yet to be finalised, the focus will be on seeking to
ensure that the sale or supply of substances which may not be specifically proscribed under the
Misuse of Drugs Act, but which have psychotropic effects, will be a criminal offence. I am also
examining how appropriate powers could be given to the Garda and to the courts to intervene
quickly to prevent these outlets from selling these products by way of appropriate prohibition
orders. There are complicated drafting issues to be resolved but my officials have already been
in contact with both the Office of the Attorney General and the Department of Health and
Children on the matter. I expect to be in a position to bring forward proposals to the Govern-
ment in the very near future.

In the meantime a number of measures are already in train. The activities of head shops are
being closely monitored on an ongoing basis by the Garda Síochána and Revenue’s customs
service, with a view to ensuring that no substances that are currently illegal are being sold. The
HSE, in association with partner agencies under the drugs strategy, is finalising a national drugs
awareness campaign that will focus on the dangers of psychotropic substances available through
head shops. The national advisory committee on drugs has been asked to carry out some
targeted research in this area. The House can be assured that I as Minister, together with my
ministerial colleagues, are pursuing all viable approaches to ending the problems posed by
head shops.

Flood Relief.

Deputy Ulick Burke: I thank the Ceann Comhairle for allowing me to raise this very
important item tonight. I am delighted that the Minister, Deputy Ó Cuív, is present because
he represents much of the area that has been flooded in County Galway in the past.

Just because we no longer see headlines about flooding in County Galway it does not mean
it has gone away. Flooding still exists in many parts of County Galway some three or four
months later. I welcome the list of small schemes proposed in County Galway in conjunction
with Galway County Council and the OPW. I pay tribute to the OPW personnel who have
adopted a very sensible attitude and consultative role in progressing many of these schemes.
The schemes are now sensibly recognised as flood relief and not drainage. Many of the small
schemes announced are related to the Dunkellin catchment area. The proposal means that the
obstacles that caused much of the problem in the catchment area in the past can readily be
removed, which would eliminate many, if not all, the problems that have caused such devas-
tation to the family homes and farm lands in the areas concerned in County Galway. Rock
removal and bridge reconstruction will allow relief of many of the problems.

South County Galway has a different problem. The 1997 Peach report recommended that
the Tarmon area alone was the one most suitable to be addressed. I am asking the Minister to
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revisit the issue and investigate the possibility of having minor works carried out there to
alleviate some of the problem. This was the single area in which work was recommended to
proceed then on the basis of the cost-benefit analysis. Unfortunately the funding provided on
that occasion was returned to the Exchequer and no works were carried out. I want a simple
answer on this one. All that is required in this area is to relieve the surplus water and not
drainage. The area in south County Galway should be re-examined to ascertain what can be
done at low cost. Local experience has shown that a simple channel or piped length of water-
course would eliminate the constant threat under which these people live from the periodic
surplus waters during flood time.

What will the Department do to provide for many farmers whose land was flooded in the
November floods and still remains flooded? These farmers have found that their lands are
totally useless and have not yet had the spring growth. Many farmers had reseeded the lands
destroyed by the earlier floods about five weeks ago and had it all washed away by the most
recent downpours. This means that they will lose this year’s fodder harvest. I ask the Minister
to examine the serious situation faced by many of these farmers who have lost out for a second
time and will have serious problems later in the year.

It is now suggested that part of the cause of the constant flooding in this area of south
County Galway is the Coillte drainage system in the Slieve Aughty mountains which allows
the rain to come down to the lowlands in torrents like never before through its vertical drainage
system. The Government should investigate in consultation with Coillte alternative contour
patterns of drainage rather than the vertical system which now exists causing the problems. At
present these forests are being felled and cleared, which allows an ideal opportunity for the
OPW to investigate without additional cost.

The remit of the HSE to administer humanitarian funds was to make dwellings safe and
habitable. How much has been paid out to these householders to do that? Most of the houses
flooded in County Galway, in Ballinasloe, in Meelick, Eyrecourt and along the Shannon banks
can be made habitable but not safe as they will be flooded again unless the works are carried
out. Will the Government consider the relocation of some of these families in County Galway
and the flood protections in Ballinasloe as well as the management of the water levels in the
Shannon basin so that they will not suffer the inevitable floods if work is not carried out? It
would be much better if humanitarian funds were combined with insurance compensation,
which would go a long way to provide a safe dwelling in an upland area.

The people want to eliminate the serious problems for the future. Given the number of
agencies with an interest in the environment in the area, will the OPW under the Minister of
State, Deputy Mansergh, take the lead role to convince these groups that people’s livelihoods
are more important than the flora and fauna? When will the legislation giving this power to
the Minister of State be before the Dáil?

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): There seem to be crossed
wires between the Deputy and ourselves in that the subject matter of the Adjournment debate
was “the humanitarian support provided to date three months after the major flooding of 2009”.
That was thought to refer to the humanitarian funds being administered by my Department. I
do not have any details on OPW works, because it was not considered to be what the Deputy
was going to raise this evening. However, I will bring the matter to the attention of the Minister
of State, Deputy Mansergh, and ask him to come back to the Deputy directly. I apologise, but
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the way the matter was worded, it was thought to be similar to a motion raised on the Adjourn-
ment in the Seanad in the past few weeks by one of the Deputy’s colleagues——

Deputy Ulick Burke: It is a cop out.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: ——which was about humanitarian aid. The wording was ambiguous.

Deputy Ulick Burke: I hope the Minister will clarify with the answer.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: All I can talk about is the humanitarian aid. If the Deputy is
interested I can read that.

The bulk of the overall cost of repairing the damage caused to individuals’ homes by last
November’s flooding is being met through insurance policies held by the people affected. The
insurance industry is currently in the course of discharging its financial obligations to its policy-
holders. However, in recognition of the devastation suffered by people in many areas of the
country as a result of these floods, the Government set up a humanitarian assistance scheme.
The scheme has two objectives. First, it provided financial and other assistance, without an
income test, in the immediate aftermath of the flooding. Second, it provides income-tested
financial support for the replacement of essential household items and home repairs in cases
not covered by insurance.

The HSE’s community welfare service has been providing support to households since this
flooding occurred. Up to 9 April 2010, it had made 2,809 payments to 1,259 individuals to the
value of €1,100,616 throughout the country.

Deputy Ulick Burke: Out of €10 million.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: The €10 million is there, if there is a legitimate case for it.

The largest payment to an individual was in excess of €20,000. Most of these payments have
been in respect of immediate needs, such as clothing, food, bedding and emergency accom-
modation. The community welfare service will continue to make these payments as long as
they are needed. Such emergency payments under the humanitarian assistance scheme are
made without delay and without regard to the household income, as the primary objective of
that type of payment is to address the person’s immediate needs.

Payments have also been made in respect of essential household items such as carpets, floor-
ing, furniture and white goods. Payments in respect of longer-term needs, such as meeting the
cost of repairing homes and making them habitable again, take somewhat longer as
homeowners must first establish the cost of repair, which explains the small amount of money
paid out to date. Homeowners and builders are not in a position to do this in the immediate
aftermath of a flood for practical reasons and, consequently, relatively few large-scale claims
have been made at this stage. However, with the passage of time, individuals are now in a
better position to assess the extent of the damage to their homes and, consequently, it is
expected that more large-scale claims will be received over the coming weeks. As homeowners
establish the cost of repair by securing builders’ estimates, the extent of the loss is verified,
usually by a loss assessor in cases where significant amounts are claimed, and details of the
amounts that can be provided under the humanitarian assistance scheme are then sent to the
homeowners in question.

While the timescale for determining applications for humanitarian assistance claims is
dependant, among other things, on the availability of the required information, there is no
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backlog of undecided claims. According to the information available from the HSE, there are
fewer than 50 applications currently being assessed and only four claims refused, none of which
was because of household income.

The level of payment available under the aid scheme to any qualified individual depends on
the severity of the damage to that person’s home and the extent of the loss experienced, as
well as household income and general family circumstances. The scheme provides hardship
alleviation as opposed to full compensation. As on previous occasions, commercial or business
losses are not covered by the scheme, nor are losses which are covered by household insurance.
Applications under the scheme are being income tested to ensure that available assistance is
prioritised for those who are most vulnerable. The basic objective of the income test is to
determine the household’s capacity to meet the costs of restoring the home to a habitable
condition, with an underlying principle that individuals and families with average levels of
income will qualify for assistance.

Deputy Ulick Burke: Habitable and safe.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: A house that is not safe is not habitable. The Deputy would agree
with that.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): The Minister is out of time.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: In conclusion, from meeting people who have been flooded, includ-
ing many in my own constituency, I believe the income limits imposed are very generous and
have not caused any major difficulty.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Kathleen Lynch): Thank you. I assume what the Minister did not
read of his script will be put on the record.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I assume so.

Schools Building Projects.

Deputy James Bannon: I thank the Ceann Comhairle for affording me time to discuss this
very important matter, namely, the urgent need for the Minister for Education and Science to
provide the essential funding for Melview national school, Melview, County Longford, which
has been sought since the mid-1980s. Despite an unacceptable deterioration in the built envir-
onment, this school has not received permission to proceed with essential works which are
necessary as a health and safety measure and to accommodate pupil numbers.

As I noted, this school has been seeking sanction for improvements since the mid-1980s.
Despite permission for similar works being granted to other schools in the area, Melview has
failed to receive a similar go ahead. This issue of the inadequacy of the built environment at
Melview is one of space and, most importantly, of health and safety. The non-provision of
necessary additional classroom space is leading to an ongoing health hazard.

Three of the existing classrooms do not conform to the recommended size and this results
in pupils being accommodated in an unhygienic atmosphere. Two of these rooms were never
intended or suitable for classrooms but shortage of space means that they have been pressed
into service. The general purpose room has been divided into two even smaller classrooms.
Costly prefab accommodation and three resource rooms are leaking and unhygienic, with sub-
standard toilet and washing facilities for the children. The board of management has received
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a letter outlining the unsuitability and health risks associated with this prefab. Since January
of this year, burst pipes mean the prefab can no longer be used as a classroom. In addition, in
what is a major outrage, a class of 26 eight and nine year olds is being accommodated in a
staffroom cum kitchen which measures 9 m by 4 m.

As if this were not bad enough, the resource teacher also has to share this limited space.
Pupils in this room have to use adult toilet facilities which do not meet the required standards
for children of this age. How can the Minister expect children to be safe in these cramped,
unhygienic and inadequate-for-purpose conditions? In fact, there are only three toilets in the
school for 60 pupils.

As I told the previous Minister on a number of occasions, if children who are forced to
receive an education in totally inadequate accommodation due to lack of Government funding
should have an accident, the buck stops with the Minister, who is responsible for the safety of
children under the care of her Department.

Given that the general purpose room is being utilised as two classrooms, the pupils of Mel-
view have no proper play time or exercise during the major part of the school year. The PE
curriculum is curtailed and extra-curricular activities such as a Christmas play and other drama
productions are non-existent. Car and bus parking to the front of the school is little more than
a standard hard shoulder and is extremely dangerous for pupils being dropped off at or col-
lected from the school. Will it take and accident or even a fatality at this school for the Minister
to provide the improvements needed to make Melview a safe and student-friendly environment
for the pupils?

The very hard working principal and staff have contacted me on several occasions with
regard to the conditions. Parents of children at this school need the reassurance of knowing
that funding will be made available and that their children will be safe. I plead with the Minister
to provide funding for the safety of the children at this school. It is critical she responds to this
Adjournment matter in the interests of public safety. If an accident happens at this school, I
will hold the Government and the Minister accountable.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I am taking this Adjournment matter on behalf of the Tánaiste and
Minister for Education and Skills, Deputy Mary Coughlan. I thank the Deputy for raising this
matter as it gives me an opportunity of outlining to the House the Government’s strategy for
capital investment in education projects and, in particular, the Department’s position regarding
the upgrading of facilities in Melview national school, County Longford.

Modernising facilities in our existing building stock, as well as the need to respond to emerg-
ing needs in areas of rapid population growth, is a significant challenge. The Government has
shown a consistent determination to improve the condition of our school buildings and to
ensure that the appropriate facilities are in place to enable the implementation of a broad and
balanced curriculum. The 2010 capital allocation for the primary and post primary sectors is
€579 million and this sum will facilitate the delivery of the school building programme through
a range of projects and schemes.

On 16 February, the then Minister announced the 2010 large scale school building prog-
ramme. Some 52 school projects — 37 primary and 15 post primary — are to advance to tender
and construction later this year and in 2011. Some 51 school building projects — 44 primary
and seven post primary — are expected to appoint design teams this year. Approval was given
for seven new primary schools to open in September in rapidly developing areas. Arising from
earlier school building programme announcements, 30 large-scale projects, 23 primary and
seven post-primary, are under construction at present. A further 27 large-scale projects, 19
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primary and eight post-primary, are due to commence construction during the first half of the
year, with a further 14 projects, 10 primary and four post-primary, due to go on site as soon as
possible. Payments will issue on fees for other projects already in architectural planning.

Depending on the rate of progress of the various projects in the programme, adjustments
may be made throughout 2010. These adjustments may arise in the context of the ongoing
monitoring of the programme undertaken by the Department in the normal course of events.

9 o’clock

As the Deputy may be aware, the Tánaiste yesterday announced the successful applicants
for the 2010 summer works scheme. A total of €122 million will see major improvements works
carried out in 1,490 primary and post-primary schools across the country. The summer works

scheme covers projects in school buildings such as gas, electrical and mechanical
works, roof replacements and repairs, window replacement, toilet upgrades, struc-
tural improvements and access works. This record level of investment through

the summer works scheme has the potential to generate work for more than 4,400 construction
workers across the country during the summer period. The projects approved under the sum-
mer works scheme had been assessed as being priority projects by the individual schools them-
selves and the capacity of schools to take responsibility for delivering small and medium-scale
projects is a key component of the summer works scheme.

Major capital projects are selected for inclusion in the school building and modernisation
programme on the basis of priority of need. This is reflected in the band rating assigned to a
project. A proposed building project moves through the system commensurate with the band
rating assigned to it. There are four band ratings overall, of which band one is the highest and
band four the lowest. Band one projects, for example, include the provision of buildings where
none currently exists but there is a high demand for pupil places, while a band four project
makes provision of desirable, but not necessarily urgent or essential facilities, such as a library
or new sports hall.

In July 2008, the Department introduced a new devolved scheme which allows those schools
to avail of the option of using approved funding for the provision of additional accommodation
to either purchase prefabs or to construct permanent classrooms for the same amount. The
Department has also introduced a new scheme aimed at replacing rented prefabs with perma-
nent modular buildings. This project will be targeted at schools that have older rented prefabs
and need long-term additional accommodation.

In 2008 Melview national school received grant aid in excess of €127,000 to fund electrical
and sewerage improvements works at the school. The school also received a grant of €12,500
under the 2005 summer works scheme for roof repairs. The management authority of this
school applied for additional accommodation in January 2010 under the Department’s
additional accommodation scheme. The school had an enrolment of 216 pupils at September
2009 and a staffing of principal, eight assistant teachers, two learning support teachers and two
resource teachers for Travellers.

Following an assessment of the application, the school was informed in March 2010 that a
grant of €200,000 has been sanctioned for the provision of an extension consisting of two
mainstream classrooms. The school also sought approval for funding toward the provision of
additional resources rooms and the Department will be in contact with the school authority
shortly regarding this request.

I thank the Deputy again for giving me the opportunity to outline the current position for
Melview national school, County Longford.
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School Staffing.

Deputy Deirdre Clune: I welcome the opportunity to raise this issue. I was recently asked to
meet the chairpersons and principals of the two national schools in Togher, which are sited on
the one campus on the south western side of the city, in an area that was designated as dis-
advantaged and has many social problems, which manifest themselves in the school population.

Recent changes to RAPID areas have left the schools just outside such an area, and they have
lost RAPID status and DEIS status, a double blow. The girls’ school, which has an enrolment of
280 children, has lost four teaching posts. It has ten class teachers, losing two concessionary
posts it has had since 1986, a home-school liaison post and a language teacher post. A special
duties post has been also lost. This has had an enormous effect on pupils and teachers. Will
the Minister outline the thinking behind the reduction in these posts for this school?

The area has a lot of social housing and rental accommodation, which attracts a high pro-
portion of non-nationals. This is reflected in the populations of both schools, where almost
30% of students are from a non-English speaking background. The girls’ school, however, has
only two language support teachers for almost 90 children. Integrating those children who do
not speak English into the school population is an impossible task that causes stress for
teachers, who are in some cases dealing with class sizes of between 23 and 35. Without the
necessary language supports those classes will suffer.

There is no home-school liaison teacher to provide assistance, which has a knock-on effect
on parents, who do not get the help and support they need at home. The teachers, principal,
chairpersons and board of management are concerned about the impact this will have on the
community. We all know the value to a community of a school that is well integrated into
that community.

The impact of these cuts on the schools, with four teaching posts being lost in a school that
now has ten teachers, is significant. It has a traumatic effect on the school. There will not be a
review of DEIS until 2012 and with a growing population and the demographic change, some
support must be introduced. The school and the children in it are suffering.

Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: I thank the Deputy for raising this issue today and I am pleased to
be able to outline the general position regarding staffing at primary level. The staffing schedule
impacts on individual schools in different ways depending on whether enrolment is rising or
declining. In terms of the position at individual school level, the key factor for determining the
level of resources provided by the Department is the pupil enrolment.

While the staffing schedule at primary level allocates on the basis of an average number of
pupils, each individual school decides on how to arrange its classes. Combined classes are a
feature of the majority of primary schools in the country and this arrangement has no adverse
implications for the quality of the education children receive. From an educational perspective
it is important to note that numerous influential reports have highlighted the fact that teacher
quality is the single most important factor — far and above anything else — in improving
educational outcomes for children.

The Deputy will be aware that the renewed programme for Government commits the
Government to no further increase in the pupil teacher ratio in primary and second level
schools for the lifetime of this Government. It also states that 500 teaching posts will be pro-
vided between primary and second levels over the next three years.

A hundred of these posts have been allocated to each sector, primary and post-primary, in
the current school year. At primary level the posts have been allocated to schools that had
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increased enrolments in the current school year and which, as a result of last year’s pupil-
teacher ratio change, lost out on a teaching post in this year by either one, two or three pupils.
For the coming school year the additional posts have also enabled some improvement to be
made to the staffing schedule at primary level, which is available on the Department’s website.
These improvements are targeted at medium to larger schools which are typically under the
greatest pressure in regard to class sizes.

The level of teaching resources allocated to individual schools for special needs and language
support will be determined following completion of the allocation processes for these posts
during the spring and summer periods. It is only when all the various allocation processes,
including the appeals mechanisms, are fully completed that the final staffing position for indi-
vidual schools will be fully determined.

It is important for all schools to ensure that whatever teaching resources the Government
can afford in these unprecedented economic times are used to maximum effect to achieve the
best possible outcomes for children. Again, I thank the Deputy for raising this matter.

Deputy Deirdre Clune: The Minister did not mention the particular schools. There was no
reference to them.

The Dáil adjourned at 9.10 p.m. until 10.30 a.m. on Wednesday, 21 April 2010.
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Written Answers.

————————

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].

————————

Questions Nos. 1 to 7, inclusive, answered orally.

Questions Nos. 8 to 55, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 56 to 61, inclusive, answered orally.

Social Insurance.

62. Deputy Noel J. Coonan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the balance of
the Social Insurance Fund for each of the past ten years; the projected balance for the next
three years; the expected deficit for 2010; and the details of the way in which this deficit will
be met [15417/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The Social Insurance Fund
operates under the terms of the Social Welfare (Consolidation) Act 2005. The Fund comprises
a current account and an investment account. The Minister for Social and Family Affairs man-
ages and controls the current account from which benefit payments are made, while the Mini-
ster for Finance, through the National Treasury Management Agency, manages the investment
account. To the extent that annual income is not required for benefit payments, this finance,
together with the accumulated surplus from previous years, is transferred to the investment
account.

Between 1999 and 2007, the fund had a surplus each year, ranging from €256m in 2003 to
€649m in 2006. The accumulated surplus rose from €420m in 1999 to €3,632 in 2007. Deficits
were recorded in 2008 and 2009, reducing the accumulated surplus to €934m at the end of 2009.

In 2010 the Fund will exhaust the cash balance held in the investment account. The operating
deficit of the Fund at the end of 2010 is estimated to be €1.55 billion, which will be borne by
the Exchequer by means of a subvention from the Oireachtas — Vote 38.

It is forecast that the Social Insurance Fund expenditure will exceed its income in each of
the years 2011 to 2013, with the deficit continuing to be borne by means of a subvention from
the Exchequer. The Social Insurance Fund will continue to hold a capital asset over this period
represented in the form of Department’s headquarters property in Store Street, Dublin.
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The following table shows details of the receipts payments and balance of the Social
Insurance Fund for each of the past ten years.

Balance in Social Insurance Fund 1999-2009

Year Receipts Payments Annual Surplus Accumulated
Surplus

€ m € m € m € m

1999 3,159 2,818 341 420

2000 3,726 3,291 435 855

2001 4,307 3.676 631 1,486

2002 4,798 4,376 422 1,273

2003 5,089 4,833 256 1,529

2004 5,560 5,273 377 1,906

2005 6,159 5,665 494 2,400

2006 6,975 6,326 649 3,049

2007 7,834 7,251 583 3,632

2008 8,144 8,399 (255) 3,377

2009* 7,304 9,747 (2,443) 934

*The accounts for financial year 2009 are currently being prepared so the above figures are provisional.

Social Welfare Benefits.

63. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the processing
time it takes for each individual social welfare office to deal with a claim for jobseeker’s benefit
to date in 2010 [15483/10]

77. Deputy Mary Upton asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the latest details
of the average wait per social welfare local and branch offices for jobseeker’s payments with a
breakdown by each office; and the action he is taking to address the waiting times at many
offices. [15398/10]

78. Deputy Seymour Crawford asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the pro-
cessing time it takes for a claim in respect of jobseeker’s benefit to be dealt with to date in
2010 [15481/10]

90. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the processing
time for individual social welfare offices to deal with a claim for jobseeker’s allowance to date
in 2010 [15467/10]

99. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the numbers
of individuals on a national, county and local social welfare office basis waiting for their appli-
cation for jobseeker’s allowance and benefit to be processed [15470/10]

101. Deputy Seymour Crawford asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the pro-
cessing time it takes for a claim in respect of jobseeker’s allowance to be dealt with to date in
2010 [15480/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): I propose to take Questions
Nos. 63, 77, 78, 90, 99 and 101 together.
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The national average processing times for jobseeker claims decided during March were 2.12
weeks for jobseeker’s benefit and 7.10 weeks for jobseeker’s allowance. These figures are a
slight improvement on February 2010 when they stood at 2.32 weeks and 7.67 weeks
respectively.

I set out below a table showing the processing times at each local office during March.

The total number of jobseekers awaiting a decision on their claim at 10 April 2010 was
52,815. This is a reduction of over 7,000 compared with the figures three months earlier on 9
January 2010 and represents 10% of the total jobseeker claimload nationwide.

I understand that even when the Live Register was at its lowest, there would always be about
10 per cent of claims awaiting a decision. The current performance should be seen in the
context that in 2009 alone, local offices received over 670,000 jobseeker claims.

I also set out below a table showing the breakdown of jobseekers benefit (JB) and jobseekers
allowance (JA) claims awaiting a decision at each local office. This data has been compiled
from data that is maintained on a local office catchment area basis and these figures do not
correspond exactly with county boundaries.

Deputies will be aware of the particular difficulties presented due to the huge rise in unem-
ployment in the past 18 months or so and the pressure this has brought to bear on the network
of local and branch offices and in the inspectorate.

To alleviate some of this pressure since May 2008, some 450 extra staff have been assigned
to local offices, new Central Support Units and the Department’s Inspectorate. At the same
time the Department has been examining procedures and processes surrounding the claim
acceptance and decisions process with a view to streamlining them and achieving greater
efficiencies where possible. The initiatives introduced include:

• an appointment system whereby claimants can have their claim taken and decided during
the appointment. This particular initiative has helped greatly in reducing waiting times.
We have this system in operation in 38 local offices and plan to extend it to further offices,

• a more streamlined procedure for claimants moving to jobseekers allowance when their
jobseekers benefit expires,

• a streamlined process for people who had a claim in the previous two years,

• application forms for the jobseeker schemes are now available on the Department’s web-
site which means that anyone who wants to make a claim can print the form at home
and bring it to the local office completed, thereby reducing queuing times,

• more straight-forward procedures for providing evidence of identity and address have
been introduced, and

• simplified processing methods for some claimants who work casually, part-time or are
classed as Systematic Short-Time workers.

I appreciate the importance of getting claims decided as quickly as possible and I want to
assure the House that staff in local offices and in the Department’s inspectorate are doing all
they can to ensure that claims are processed as quickly as possible.
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Table 1: Average Processing times for Jobseeker claims in March 2010 in alphabetical order

JB JA

National Avg 2.12 7.10

Achill 0.08 0.37

Apollo House 0.72 2.79

Ardee 3.48 11.65

Arklow 0.81 3.03

Athlone 2.26 4.60

Athy 2.68 10.59

Balbriggan 2.72 11.89

Ballina 4.52 6.72

Ballinasloe 1.91 5.79

Ballinrobe 1.97 7.39

Ballybofey 2.10 3.20

Ballyconnell 2.41 6.55

Ballyfermot 1.38 3.31

Ballymun 2.16 4.56

Ballyshannon 1.18 2.47

Baltinglass 1.53 8.43

Bandon 4.43 6.27

Bantry 2.61 7.99

Bantry Co 3.17 8.89

Belmullet 0.63 1.56

Birr 1.07 4.97

Bishop Square 1.45 9.00

Blanchardstown 1.57 11.83

Boyle 3.48 8.98

Bray 1.22 3.13

Buncrana 2.30 7.18

Cahir 2.30 1.37

Cahirciveen 1.84 5.67

Carlow 1.25 2.80

Carrickmacross 1.72 6.44

Carrick-On-Shannon 0.68 3.52

Carrick-On-Suir 3.58 6.83

Carrigaline 1.05 3.85

Cashel 0.90 2.69

Castlebar 2.99 9.51

Castleblayney 1.17 3.49

Castlepollard 3.61 11.70

Castlerea 3.85 12.80

Cavan 2.43 7.10

Claremorris 4.72 13.55

Clifden 2.30 3.78

Clonakilty 2.90 6.62

Clondalkin 3.02 6.06

Clones 1.30 3.40
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Clonmel 1.43 2.87

Cobh 0.73 3.43

Coolock LO 2.59 6.92

Cork 1.64 12.20

Dingle 0.64 3.78

Donegal 2.44 4.71

Drogheda 2.99 9.07

Dundalk 0.61 3.03

Dunfanaghy 1.52 2.17

Dungarvan 2.80 9.69

Dungloe 2.15 1.98

Dun Laoghaire 1.37 4.78

Edenderry 2.63 12.08

Ennis 1.75 6.73

Enniscorthy 2.90 12.14

Ennistymon 3.39 8.18

Fermoy 3.16 6.08

Finglas 0.73 4.85

Galway 2.64 12.47

Gorey 2.75 11.12

Gort 3.13 12.48

Kells 2.39 6.81

Kenmare 0.90 3.08

Kilbarrack 1.16 5.16

Kilkenny 1.35 4.79

Killarney 1.39 12.74

Killorglin 1.03 2.55

Killybegs 0.78 1.92

Kilmallock 1.11 1.94

Kilrush 3.25 7.86

Kings Inns Street Local Office 1.23 3.68

Kinsale 1.98 6.80

Letterkenny 1.37 4.09

Limerick 3.36 7.77

Listowel 2.07 6.52

Longford 2.99 8.87

Loughrea 1.45 10.41

Macroom 4.45 6.03

Mallow Branch Office 2.99 5.02

Manorhamilton 0.65 1.66

Maynooth 2.83 5.76

Midleton 2.80 5.36

Monaghan 1.98 3.76

Muine Bheag 1.26 3.91

Mullingar 4.97 16.84

Navan 3.48 15.56

Navan Road 1.96 16.66

Nenagh 2.04 3.07
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JB JA

Newbridge 2.12 7.82

Newcastle West 1.13 3.68

Newmarket 4.56 8.43

New Ross 3.28 9.95

Nutgrove 0.88 2.07

Portarlington 2.15 8.53

Portlaoise 2.78 6.18

Rathdowney 2.95 8.27

Roscommon 2.87 6.78

Roscrea 1.23 2.23

Skibbereen 2.25 6.72

Sligo 1.68 4.77

Swinford 4.19 13.01

Swords LO 3.56 5.33

Tallaght 1.66 5.70

Thomas Street 1.20 3.83

Thomastown 2.58 5.76

Thurles 0.56 2.18

Tipperary 1.45 3.11

Tralee 1.47 2.64

Trim 4.94 10.81

Tuam 1.27 7.67

Tubbercurry 0.37 4.42

Tulla 3.26 6.41

Tullamore Control Office 1.13 3.99

Tullow 1.94 5.45

Waterford 2.54 9.28

Westport 2.61 1.40

Wexford 2.87 6.40

Wicklow 1.14 2.32

Youghal 2.52 5.27

Table 2: Jobseeker claims awaiting a decision — 10 April 2010

Local Office Parent Office SWLO/ Claimload Pending % Pending
SWBO

Achill Achill SWLO 590 4 1

Apollo House Apollo House SWLO 3,024 189 6

Ardee Drogheda SWBO 2,801 362 13

Arklow Arklow SWLO 3,891 118 3

Athlone Athlone SWLO 4,836 481 10

Athy Newbridge SWBO 3,084 370 12

Balbriggan Balbriggan SWLO 5,461 815 15

Ballina Ballina SWLO 4,270 498 12

Ballinasloe Athlone SWBO 2,961 238 8

Ballinrobe Loughrea SWBO 1,457 143 10
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Local Office Parent Office SWLO/ Claimload Pending % Pending
SWBO

Ballybofey Donegal CO SWBO 3,209 145 5

Ballyconnell Cavan SWBO 1,557 167 11

Ballyfermot Ballyfermot SWLO 3,821 199 5

Ballymun Ballymun SWLO 3,210 143 4

Ballyshannon Donegal CO SWBO 1,870 114 6

Baltinglass Newbridge SWBO 1,792 190 11

Bandon Carrigaline SWBO 1,890 229 12

Bantry Bantry CO SWBO 1,619 181 11

Bantry CO Bantry CO SWLO 442 45 10

Belmullet Belmullet SWLO 1,363 58 4

Birr Athlone SWBO 2,600 221 9

Bishop Square Bishop Square SWLO 10,300 1,048 10

Blanchardstown Blanchardstown SWLO 9,189 1,553 17

Boyle Longford SWBO 1,305 181 14

Bray Bray SWLO 6,114 405 7

Buncrana Buncrana SWLO 5,977 552 9

Cahir Clonmel SWBO 1,485 115 8

Cahirciveen Cahirciveen SWLO 1,060 90 8

Carlow Carlow SWLO 4,298 186 4

Carrickmacross Dundalk SWBO 2,003 173 9

Carrick-on-Shannon Carrick-on-Shannon SWLO 3,188 181 6

Carrick-on-Suir Waterford SWBO 2,263 268 12

Carrigaline Carrigaline SWLO 2,924 334 11

Cashel Clonmel SWBO 1,346 124 9

Castlebar Castlebar SWLO 2,879 326 11

Castleblaney Dundalk SWBO 2,215 156 7

Castlepollard Mullingar SWBO 1,655 247 15

Castlerea Ballina SWBO 2,325 374 16

Cavan Cavan SWLO 7,290 730 10

Claremorris Ballina SWBO 1,920 237 12

Clifden Clifden SWLO 1,596 58 4

Clonakilty Carrigaline SWBO 1,531 133 9

Clondalkin Clondalkin SWLO 11,254 1,361 12

Clones Dundalk SWBO 1,003 61 6

Clonmel Clonmel SWLO 3,163 179 6

Cobh Cobh SWLO 1,299 30 2

Coolock Coolock SWLO 5,946 837 14

Cork Cork SWLO 22,320 3,194 14

Dingle Tralee SWBO 967 22 2

Donegal Donegal CO SWBO 1,841 98 5

Drogheda Drogheda SWLO 9,205 1,106 12

Dun Laoghaire Dun Laoghaire SWLO 8,795 941 11

Dundalk Dundalk SWLO 7,560 322 4

Dunfanaghy Dunfanaghy SWLO 1,897 62 3

Dungarvan Waterford SWBO 2,596 320 12

Dungloe Dungloe SWLO 2,648 106 4

Edenderry Mullingar SWBO 2,611 391 15
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Local Office Parent Office SWLO/ Claimload Pending % Pending
SWBO

Ennis Ennis SWLO 7,117 588 8

Enniscorthy Wexford SWBO 5,352 757 14

Ennistymon Ennis SWBO 2,073 179 9

Fermoy Mallow CO SWBO 3,189 442 14

Finglas Finglas SWLO 6410 395 6

Galway Galway SWLO 14,746 1,995 14

Gorey Wexford SWBO 4,628 613 13

Gort Ennis SWBO 1,842 230 12

Kells Navan SWBO 2,250 320 14

Kenmare Kenmare SWLO 915 25 3

Kilbarrack Kilbarrack SWLO 6,158 415 7

Kilkenny Kilkenny SWLO 7,136 474 7

Killarney Killarney SWLO 3,882 527 14

Killorglin Tralee SWBO 1637 60 4

Killybegs Donegal CO SWBO 1,515 65 4

Kilmallock Newcastlewest SWBO 3,158 340 11

Kilrush Ennis SWBO 1,774 188 11

King’s Inns Street King’s Inns Street SWLO 8,873 546 6

Kinsale Carrigaline SWBO 1,581 124 8

Letterkenny Letterkenny SWLO 6,701 262 4

Limerick Limerick SWLO 17,099 2,065 12

Listowel Listowel SWLO 3,702 340 9

Longford Longford SWLO 6,395 915 14

Loughrea Loughrea SWLO 3,037 444 15

Macroom Mallow CO SWBO 2,343 390 17

Mallow Mallow CO SWBO 3,085 359 12

Manorhamilton Manorhamilton SWLO 1,147 28 2

Maynooth Ballyfermot SWBO 6,910 722 10

Midleton Carrigaline SWBO 3,756 392 10

Monaghan Dundalk SWBO 3,172 212 7

Muine Bheag Carlow SWBO 2,158 122 6

Mullingar Mullingar SWLO 5,893 1,063 18

Navan Navan SWLO 6,509 1,474 23

Navan Road Navan Road SWLO 7,360 1,207 16

Nenagh Thurles SWBO 3,420 235 7

New Ross Wexford SWBO 3,911 432 11

Newbridge Newbridge SWLO 11,130 1,578 14

Newcastle West Newcastlewest SWLO 4,013 289 7

Newmarket Listowel SWBO 2,517 375 15

Nutgrove Nutgrove SWLO 6,041 360 6

Portarlington Tullamore SWBO 3,701 353 10

Portlaoise Kilkenny SWBO 4,390 667 15

Rathdowney Kilkenny SWBO 1,393 194 14

Roscommon Longford SWBO 1,592 149 9

Roscrea Thurles SWBO 1,629 72 4

Skibbereen Bantry CO SWBO 1,752 171 10
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Local Office Parent Office SWLO/ Claimload Pending % Pending
SWBO

Sligo Sligo SWLO 5,224 408 8

Swinford Ballina SWBO 2,168 283 13

Swords Swords SWLO 5,279 605 11

Tallaght Tallaght SWLO 11,879 976 8

Thomas Street Thomas Street SWLO 5,310 332 6

Thomastown Waterford SWBO 1,689 246 15

Thurles Thurles SWLO 3,438 179 5

Tipperary Clonmel SWBO 1,980 146 7

Tralee Tralee SWLO 8,553 308 4

Trim Navan SWBO 4,145 936 23

Tuam Loughrea SWBO 4,440 463 10

Tubbercurry Sligo SWBO 1,275 23 2

Tulla Ennis SWBO 1,806 160 9

Tullamore Tullamore SWLO 4,656 251 5

Tullow Carlow SWBO 1,784 112 6

Waterford Waterford SWLO 14,533 1716 12

Westport Westport SWLO 2,478 102 4

Wexford Wexford SWLO 7,910 751 9

Wicklow Arklow SWBO 2,481 109 4

Youghal Carrigaline SWBO 2,074 145 7

513,810 52,815 10

The figure of 52,815 (Pending) includes 1,007 Jobseeker’s Benefit Credits Only claims.

Employment Support Services.

64. Deputy Jimmy Deenihan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the number
of job facilitators here; the average waiting times to access support from a job facilitator
[15427/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Facilitators work closely
with FÁS and other agencies, at national and local level, to identify appropriate training and
developmental programmes for social welfare recipients of working age to enhance the skills
those individuals have and, ultimately, improve their employment chances as well as helping
them to develop personally.

The facilitator service is available to social welfare recipients at all local offices where facilita-
tors hold open clinics and meet with people who have been referred either by the social welfare
local office or by other agencies. Arrangements to see the facilitator can be made by contacting
the social welfare local office or the facilitator directly. In addition, cases are selected and
referred to facilitators by Employment Support section.

There are currently 62 facilitators in place (a full-time equivalent of 60.4 posts). It is intended
to increase this to 70 posts.

In the current economic climate the demand for the facilitator service is elevated. Facilitators
generally have scheduled days when they are available in different locations across our network
of offices and people wishing to meet with a Facilitator would be advised to call on one of
those days — a centralised appointment system is not maintained. Accordingly waiting times for
individual facilitators are not maintained. Facilitators make every effort to contact all interested
customers as quickly as possible.
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Public Service Cards.

65. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the details of the
Public Service Card with photo identification to be rolled out from 2010 [15446/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The Department has
developed, in conjunction with a number of other Government Departments, the specifications
for a Public Service Card (PSC) under the Standard Authentication Framework Environment,
or SAFE, programme. The specification provides for identification features, including a photo-
graph. The aim is to develop a card that acts as a key for access to public services in general,
identifying and authenticating individuals as appropriate and where required.

Legislative provisions in relation to the introduction of the Public Service Card have been
included in Section 263 of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005 (as amended by Section
32 of the Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2007).

These specify that the Minister may issue a Public Service Card in the format that he or she
deems fit with the person’s name, personal public service number, photograph, signature, card
issue number and card expiry date to be inscribed on the card. Provision is also included for
the person’s name, personal public service number, date of birth, sex, all former surnames (if
any) of the person’s mother, photograph, signature and card expiry date to be electronically
encoded on the card. In addition, provision is made for any other information that may be
prescribed to be either inscribed or electronically encoded on the card.

Over the past few years significant progress has been made on the implementation of the
project including the selection of a preferred bidder to provide a managed service for card
production and related bureau services. Technical specifications were finalised and the neces-
sary organisational change was designed.

However, in view of the prevailing economic climate the project was suspended until formal
sanction to proceed was received from the Department of Finance at the end of last year. A
contract was agreed with the managed service provider from early January.

The remaining elements of the project are expected to take several months to complete.
Significant preparatory work has to be undertaken including decisions regarding the final
design of the card and to develop a secure site for the personalisation of the cards. It will
also be necessary to develop a technical infrastructure within the Department to support the
management and administration of the cards. Procurement for this development has com-
menced. It is anticipated that cards will begin to issue in the last quarter of this year.

The overall time for completion of initial deployment of a Public Service Card is dependent
on the rate at which it will be possible to register all of those to whom it will be issued.

Features such as photographs and signatures and electronic card authentication are expected
to minimise the rate of fraud and error arising from incorrectly identified and authenticated
individuals.

The Public Service Card will replace cards currently in use, such as the Social Services Card
and the Free Travel card with highly secure cards. Other Departments and agencies will also
be in a position to use the card.

A further benefit of the Public Service Card will be the efficiencies that can be achieved by
all agencies using the card. The time spent on establishing identity and authentication will be
reduced leading to significant potential savings across the whole public sector.

Money Advice and Budgetary Service.

66. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the number of clients
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dealt with by the Money Advice and Budgetary Service for each of the past five years; the
number of new clients to date in 2010; the waiting time to access MABS services [15411/10]

114. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the waiting
times to access Money Advice and Budgetary Service money advisers [15464/10]

658. Deputy Olwyn Enright asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the number of
persons dealt with by the Money Advice and Budgetery Service for each of the past five years;
the number of new clients to date in 2010; the average waiting time to access MABS services;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15646/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): I propose to take Questions
Nos. 66, 114 and 658 together.

The Money Advice and Budgeting Service (MABS) assists people who are over-indebted
and need help and advice in coping with debt problems. The role of money advisers is to help
clients to assess their financial situation, make a budget plan and deal with creditors. MABS is
now dealing with increasingly complex debt situations in respect of clients who are presenting
with multiple creditors/debts.

It is important that people coping with debt difficulties take early action and approach MABS
for help and guidance. This can be the first positive step for people in addressing debt
difficulties.

There are 52 independent MABS companies operating the local MABS services from 65
locations throughout the country, with national support provided by the MABS NDL. In
addition, the MABS National Telephone Helpline is available from 9 am to 8 pm Monday to
Friday and the MABS website can be accessed 24 hours a day at www.mabs.ie.

In 2006, MABS dealt with 11,000 new clients. This increased to 12,000 and 16,000 in 2007
and 2008 respectively. The number increased further to 19,000 in 2009. Some 5,500 new clients
have approached MABS this year which would indicate that the number of clients is broadly
in line with the figures for 2009. In addition the MABS helpline has dealt some 45,000 calls
since its launch in October 2007. Some 7,500 calls have been dealt with to date this year,
compared with 24,000 callers in 2009.

Last year an additional 19 money advisers were recruited by MABS between September and
December, bringing the number of MABS staff to over 270. The additional advisors have been
appointed to MABS companies throughout the country.

From first point of contact to first appointment with a money adviser the average waiting
time is currently approximately 4 weeks. This is the average nationally and there are fluctu-
ations between offices. During the waiting period, clients are assessed and those in need of
immediate assistance are given a priority appointment, others are provided with assisted self-
help to ensure that they have taken steps to assess their situation and if appropriate they are
supported to take holding action with their creditors.

I am satisfied that the additional resources provided to MABS will assist them to meet the
demand for their services.

Social Welfare Code.

67. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the way he
proposes to safeguard the interests of persons suffering from mental health difficulties vis-à-vis
the proposed changes to invalidity pension and illness benefit. [15386/10]
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Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The changes to the Invalidity
Pension and Illness Benefit schemes referred to by the Deputy relate to ongoing work in my
Department on draft proposals of a Partial Capacity scheme.

As the scheme has not yet been considered by me I cannot at this stage give details in
relation to it. I will in consideration of the scheme take into account the need to safeguard the
interests of persons suffering from mental health difficulties.

68. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the details of his
Department’s examination of the Civil Partnership Bill; the intended implications of this for
the social welfare code [15478/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): As Deputies will be aware,
the Civil Partnership Bill is the primary responsibility of the Minster for Justice, Equality and
Law Reform and is currently at Committee Stage in the Dáil. The implications of the Civil
Partnership Bill for social welfare schemes are under consideration in my Department.

Social welfare legislation defines a ‘couple’ as meaning ‘a married couple who are living
together or a man and woman who are not married to each other but are cohabiting as husband
and wife’. Furthermore, a reference to ‘spouse’ in the definition of ‘qualified adult’ includes ‘a
man and woman who are not married to each other but are cohabiting as husband and wife’.
When entitlement to social welfare benefits is determined, members of same sex couples are
treated as individuals.

The introduction of Civil Partnership will enable cohabiting same-sex couples to register
their partnership. It is intended that following the enactment of the Civil Partnership Bill, that
these couples will be treated in the same way as spouses under the social welfare code.

In these cases the claimant will be entitled to have his/her partner registered to receive a
payment for a Qualified Adult. The partner may also be entitled to receive survivor’s benefits
such as the widow/widowers pension.

In the case of means-tested payments means assessments are carried out on a household
basis with the means of a spouse being taken into account. This will apply to same-sex couples
following the introduction of the Civil Partnership Act.

The introduction of the Civil Partnership Act will impact on a number of areas of the social
welfare code. Officials of the Department are examining the likely impact of the Act. However,
until the Civil Registration Act is enacted it is not possible to amend Social Welfare legislation.
However, legislative changes to the social welfare code will be provided for as soon as possible.

69. Deputy John Perry asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if he is satisfied with
the capacity of the Money Advice and Budgetary Service to negotiate on people’s behalf with
financial institutions and sub prime lenders regarding mortgage arrears [15465/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The money advisers
throughout the country focus on providing assistance, advice and intense support to people
who have financial difficulties. The money adviser works out a budget and negotiates on behalf
of the client with all creditors, including financial institutions and sub-prime lenders, to secure
better terms for the client in managing the repayment of their debts. Where required by the
client, the money adviser can assist with setting up a special account with a local Credit Union
into which an agreed amount of money is lodged regularly and from which each month the
money adviser makes the repayments to the creditors on behalf of the client. In 2009 some
2,618 special accounts were set up with the local Credit Unions.
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Focused training programmes designed to equip money advice staff and local management
boards to meet the demands on the services are provided by MABS NDL, the national support
company. In addition, MABS NDL has introduced a number of community education and
other initiatives to assist the services in managing their increased caseloads. These include a
money management education programme for people facing redundancy to inform them about
managing on a reduced income and how to avoid getting into debt.

Under the statutory code of conduct on mortgage arrears published by the Financial Regu-
lator, all financial institutions including the banks and sub-prime mortgage lenders must, where
circumstances warrant it, refer a borrower in difficulty for guidance to a local MABS office or
to an appropriate alternative.

An operational protocol ‘Working Together to Manage Debt’ is in place and is the result of
almost 2 years work by MABS NDL and the Irish Banking Federation (IBF), the main rep-
resentative body for the banking and financial services sector. The protocol applies to all client
debts, including mortgage debt owed to the major lending institutions in Ireland and includes
a commitment that no legal action will be taken as long as there is compliance by the client
with an agreed repayment plan.

Last year an additional 19 money advisers were appointed to MABS companies throughout
the country. They have been fully trained in the application of money advice work and the
relevant codes and legislation relating to mortgage debt.

I am satisfied that MABS provides a high quality personal service to assist people in over-
coming their indebtedness and managing their finances. I am confident that the money advisers
are trained and equipped to deliver this important service to the members of the public who
require it.

Pension Provisions.

70. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if he will undertake
to reinstate the pension forecast service previously offered by his Department. [15395/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The Department, formerly
provided pensions forecasts on request to PRSI contributors. The service was stopped for a
number of reasons. For example, it is not possible at a given point in time to indicate with
certainty what a person’s future entitlements might be. Entitlements obviously will depend on
the accuracy of their record to date, future employment patterns and contributions made to
the social insurance system up until retirement.

The Department provides a full history of individual social insurance contributions to
customers on request along with the booklet ‘Working It Out’, to assist them in assessing their
possible pension entitlement. This enables customers to review their contribution history.
Should they identify any ‘gaps’ in their record, they can have these investigated and rectified
in advance of pension application stage.

In 2009, the Department implemented an online facility via its website www.welfare.ie , to
allow customers to request their contribution record. Whether requested online or through
standard correspondence, the record is currently issued in hard copy. A further development
of this facility, the provision of online access for customers to their PRSI contributions record,
is included in the Department’s modernisation programme.

The Department is currently examining the technologies available to deliver this functionality
in a safe and secure environment, and it is planned to implement this service in 2010. This new
online service will allow customers to view their contribution records on-screen. It will enable
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them to establish their entitlement to a contributory-based pension, such as State Pension
(Contributory), State Pension (Transition) or Widow(er)’s Contributory Pension, using the
guidelines and step-by-step calculator provided in the ‘Working it Out booklets, taking into
consideration the combination of their contribution record at that point and their own projected
work pattern prior to reaching pension age.

In addition, the Department operates a network of approximately 130 local and branch
offices throughout the country. Information Officers in these offices are available to explain
supports and services to people. This locally based service is supported by a central Information
Unit which operates a LoCall information line (1890 66 22 44) which customers may call for
information and guidance on their entitlements.

The Citizens Information Board, which comes under the aegis of the Department, is the
national information agency with responsibility for supporting the provision of independent
information and advice on the broad range of social services including social welfare services.
Information is provided through Citizens Information Centres and other offices throughout the
country, through a phone service (1890 777 121) which operates from 9 am to 9 pm Monday
to Friday and on the website at www.citizensinformation.ie.

I am satisfied that these services provide the best approach to providing information to
people to enable them to assess their likely pensions entitlements.

Social Welfare Code.

71. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs his plans to
reform the one parent family payment [15438/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The Government believes
that the current arrangements, whereby a lone parent can receive the One-Parent Family Pay-
ment until their child is 18 or 22 if in full-time education, without any requirement for them to
engage in employment, education or training, are not in the best interests of the recipient, their
children or society.

Despite improvements made to the One-Parent Family Payment over the years, a large
proportion of lone parents and their children are still experiencing poverty.

In general, the best route out of poverty is through employment. We recognise that work,
and especially full-time work, may not be an option for parents of young children. However,
we believe that supporting parents to participate in the labour market, once their children have
reached an appropriate age, will improve both their own economic situation and the social
well-being of themselves and their families.

The Department has undertaken a comprehensive review of the One-Parent Family Payment
and developed proposals which are designed to:

• Prevent long-term dependence on welfare and facilitate financial independence;

• Recognise parental choice with regard to care of young children but with the expectation
that parents will not remain outside of the labour force indefinitely, and

• Include an expectation of participation in education, training and employment, with sup-
ports provided in this regard.

To meet these social policy objectives, I will be introducing changes to the One-Parent Family
payment in the forthcoming Social Welfare (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2010. For new
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customers, from early 2011, it is proposed that the One-Parent Family payment will be made
until the youngest child in the lone parent family reaches age 13 years. For existing customers
there will be a phasing out period to enable them to access education and training, to prepare
them for their return to the labour market.

Under the reformed scheme there will be special provisions for families with children for
whom Domicillary Care allowance is paid and for those who are recently bereaved (married
and cohabiting) with children over the age of 13 years.

This change will bring Ireland’s support for lone parents more into line with international
provisions, where there is a general movement away from long-term and passive income sup-
port. The EU countries achieving the best outcomes in terms of tackling child poverty are those
that are combining strategies aimed at facilitating access to employment and enabling services
(e.g. child care) with income support.

Social Welfare Benefits.

72. Deputy Seán Sherlock asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the supports in
place to farm operators suffering from a disability. [12042/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): I presume the Deputy is
referring to employees on farms when refers to “farm operators”. If the Deputy was referring
to self-employed farmers, the information he requires will be provided on request to my office.

My Department currently operates a range of schemes for people with an illness or disability
including the insurance based illness benefit and invalidity pension schemes, the occupational
injury benefit scheme for those who are unable to work because of an accident or illness
suffered at work and the means-tested disability allowance scheme.

Farm operators normally pay Class A social insurance contributions and therefore, subject
to satisfying the contribution and medical requirements, would be entitled to the full range of
illness and disability payments. Should they suffer from a specified illness related to their
employment or an accident while at work they can apply for injury benefit which would be
paid for a period of 26 weeks.

A person who acquires an illness or disability outside the work environment, or who is still
unable to work after 26 weeks of receiving injury benefit, may qualify for illness benefit. They
must meet certain medical and contribution requirements in order to receive this payment
which can be paid for a maximum period of 104 weeks. In the event that the person concerned
is permanently incapable of working, they may qualify for Invalidity pension, subject to
satisfying the medical criteria and contribution conditions associated with that scheme. A per-
son who does not satisfy the medical and contribution conditions for illness benefit or invalidity
pension, and whose means are below a prescribed level, may qualify for disability allowance
instead.

73. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs his views on
whether lowering the age of the child criteria for the making of lone parent payments will
result in more children living in relative poverty in view of the level of unemployment and also
in view of the ESRI prediction that unemployment will not reduce until economic growth in
the region of 4% to 5% is reached. [15493/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): At the end of 2009 there
were some 90,500 lone parents in receipt of the One-Parent Family Payment at an estimated
cost of €1,113 million. When other related supports and entitlements are taken into account,
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including Child Benefit and, where appropriate, the Rent Supplement and the Family Income
Supplement, total expenditure in this area exceeds €2 billion.

Despite this significant State spending on one-parent families as well as improvements made
to the One Parent Family Payment over the years, a large proportion of lone parents and their
children continue to experience poverty.

The Government believes that the current arrangements, whereby a lone parent can receive
the One-Parent Family Payment until their child is 18 — or 22 if in full-time education —
without any requirement for them to engage in employment, education or training, are not in
the best interests of the recipient, their children or society.

In general, the best route out of poverty is through paid employment. We recognise that
work, and especially full-time work, may not be an option for parents of young children.
However, we believe that supporting parents to participate in the labour market, once their
children have reached an appropriate age, will improve both their own economic situation and
the social well-being of themselves and of their families.

My Department has undertaken a comprehensive review of the One-Parent Family Payment
and developed proposals that are designed to:

• prevent long-term dependence on welfare and facilitate financial independence;

• recognise parental choice with regard to care of young children but with the expectation
that parents will not remain outside of the labour force indefinitely, and

• include an expectation of participation in education, training and employment, with sup-
ports provided in this regard.

To meet these social policy objectives, I will be introducing changes to the One-Parent Family
payment in the forthcoming Social Welfare (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill, 2010. For new
customers, from early 2011, it is proposed that the One-Parent Family Payment will be made
until the youngest child in the lone parent family reaches age 13 years. For existing recipients
of the payment there will be a phasing-out period to enable them to access education and
training and to prepare them for their return to the labour market.

Under the reformed scheme, there will be special provisions to allow for the continuation of
the One-Parent Family Payment for families with children for whom the Domiciliary Care
Allowance is paid as well as for both married and co-habiting persons who are recently
bereaved and who have children aged 13 years or older.

These changes will bring Ireland’s support for lone parents more in line with international
provisions, where there is a general movement away from long-term and passive income sup-
port. The EU countries that are achieving the best outcomes in terms of tackling child poverty
are those that are combining strategies aimed at facilitating access to employment and enabling
services (e.g. child care) with income support.

Response to Industrial Action.

74. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the action he is
taking to ensure that there are no further closures of social welfare offices due to work to rule
action being taken by civil servants. [15378/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The industrial action under-
taken by members of the Civil Public and Services Union and the Public Service Executive
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Union involved, amongst others things, the withdrawal of staff from public counters for some
periods. It was a decision of management in those offices to close the office to the public on
health and safety grounds.

The overall management response to industrial action is managed centrally by the Depart-
ment of Finance with input from all Government Departments, including my Department,
and other public service sectors. Any future industrial action will be closely monitored in my
Department and the Department’s management will continue to maintain contact with the
unions concerned to ensure, insofar as possible, that the negative impact on the Department’s
customers is minimised.

Social Welfare Benefits.

75. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the number of
persons claiming rent supplement for more than 18 months [15474/10]

85. Deputy Eamon Gilmore asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the discussions
he has had with the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regard-
ing a faster transfer of applicants from rent supplement to the rental accommodation
scheme. [15373/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): I propose to take Questions
Nos. 75 and 85 together.

The purpose of the rent supplement scheme is to provide short-term support to eligible
people living in private rented accommodation whose means are insufficient to meet their
accommodation costs and who do not have accommodation available to them from any other
source. The overall aim is to provide short term assistance, and not to act as an alternative to
the other social housing schemes operated by the Exchequer.

There are currently almost 95,000 tenants benefiting from a rent supplement payment — an
increase of over 57 per cent since the end of 2005. Over 37,800 have been in payment for 18
months or more.

The rental accommodation scheme (RAS), which was introduced in 2004, gives local auth-
orities specific responsibility for meeting the longer term housing needs of people receiving
rent supplement for 18 months or more. Details of these cases are notified regularly by the
Department to the local authorities. Local authorities meet the housing needs of these individ-
uals through a range of approaches including the traditional range of social housing options,
the voluntary housing sector and, in particular, the RAS.

Latest figures from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government
show that a total of 25,623 transfers from rent supplement to local authorities have occurred
since 2005: 13,860 rent supplement cases to the RAS and a further 11,763 recipients to other
social housing options.

It is accepted that progress in relation to RAS was initially slower than expected. However
the pace of delivery has improved significantly. In total, 14,000 recipients were transferred in
2008 and 2009, achieving targets set for RAS transfers for these years. The target established
for 2010 is for a further 8,000 rent supplement tenants to be provided with a housing solution
by local authorities.

In consultation with this Department, the Department of the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government has approved a number of pilot programmes in different local authorities
to increase the flow of transfers. These include allowing applicants for RAS to seek out their
own properties which, subject to compliance with the normal conditions and the agreement of
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the landlord, may then be taken into the leasing programme. Approved housing bodies under
the leasing initiative have also been advised that they can seek applicants for social housing
support directly from households in long term receipt of rent supplement as part of a of choice-
based lettings approach to allocations.

The Department continues to work closely with the Department of the Environment, Heri-
tage and Local Government and is represented on a number of RAS implementation groups.
The purpose of these Groups is to ensure that the RAS meets its objective of catering for those
on long term rent supplementation while enabling rent supplement to return to its original role
of a short-term income support.

76. Deputy Simon Coveney asked the Minister for and Family Affairs the details of the
review of the mortgage interest supplement scheme; the changes envisaged under this review;
and if he will publish this report [15420/10]

80. Deputy Pat Rabbitte asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs his plans to reform
mortgage interest supplement. [15391/10]

94. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the number of
persons in receipt of mortgage interest supplement; the cost of same; and if he will arrange for
the collection of figures on the number of persons who apply for mortgage interest sup-
plement [15426/10]

102. Deputy P. J. Sheehan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs his plans to
amend the mortgage interest supplement scheme; and if he will make revised guidelines
publically available [15479/10]

113. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if, in view of the
reduction of the amount spent by his Department on mortgage interest supplements, he will
use his position to influence the banking sector to require more banks to allow persons in
financial difficulty to make borrowed sum only repayments rather than interest only repay-
ments for the duration of those difficulties in view of the fact that over the long term the
application of interest only repayments places a greater financial burden on the mortgagee and
by extension potentially on the State via the payment of mortgage interest supplements.
[15492/10]

718. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if his
Department has concluded its report on mortgage interest supplement; if not, the reason for
the delay; and if the report has been published. [15724/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): I propose to take Questions
Nos. 76, 80, 94, 102, 113 and 718 together.

The purpose of the mortgage interest supplement scheme is to provide short term support
to people who have difficulty meeting their mortgage repayments due to changes in their
employment circumstances and whose means are now inadequate to meet their basic day to
day needs. The scheme, working within the overall social welfare framework, aims to ensure
that people do not suffer unnecessary hardship due to loss of employment and that, in the
short term, they can retain their home whilst unemployed. Mortgage interest supplement is a
means tested payment with other qualifying criteria applying and it only covers the mortgage
interest payments in respect of an eligible person’s home.
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There are currently just over 16,100 people in receipt of mortgage interest supplement, com-
pared to 8,091 recipients in 2008, a doubling of the recipients in the last two years. Expenditure
for the year ending December 2009 was €60.7m; the estimate for 2010 is €63.9m.

Generally, all applications for mortgage interest supplement are recorded electronically.
However, as this practice can vary across community welfare areas, full statistics for the number
of people who applied for mortgage interest supplement are not available. Community welfare
officers have been reminded to record the details of receipt and status of all claims elec-
tronically. However, requests to change operational procedures must be viewed in the context
of the increased demands being placed on community welfare officers in the current econ-
omic environment.

The main purpose of the mortgage interest supplement review is to examine how the scheme
can best meet its objective of catering for those who require assistance on a short-term basis.
The review group includes representatives from my Department, the Community Welfare
Service, the Departments of Finance and Environment, Heritage and Local Government,
together with a representative from the Office of the Financial Regulator.

As part of the initial review, guidelines on specific and immediate operational issues were
drawn up and circulated to the community welfare officers. These guidelines are available on
the Department’s website at www.welfare.ie

The group is examining trends in programme and administrative costs, the impact of the
Financial Regulator’s statutory Code of Practice on Mortgage Arrears and legislative and oper-
ational issues arising, including the cap on hours of employment.

The review is also considering whether alternative approaches to achieving the scheme’s
objectives are warranted in the light of recent changes in the economic climate and the mort-
gage market. The conclusions and recommendations from the review, which are currently being
finalised, will inform the work Interdepartmental Mortgage Arrears and Personal Debt
Review Group.

The Interdepartmental Mortgage Arrears and Personal Debt Review Group under the inde-
pendent Chairmanship of Mr. Hugh Cooney, comprises representatives from my own Depart-
ment, the Departments of Finance, Taoiseach, Environment, Heritage and Local Government,
Justice, Equality and Law Reform, Communications, Energy and Natural Resources and Social
and Family Affairs. In addition the Group has representatives from the office of the Financial
Regulator, the ESRI, the Irish Banking Federation, the Free Legal Advice Centre and the Law
Reform Commission.

The terms of Reference for the Group are based on the Renewed Programme for Govern-
ment, with an emphasis on protecting the family home, and include further review of the
existing statutory Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears which include alternative repayment
measures, the recently agreed protocol between the Irish Bankers Federation and the Money
Advice and Budgeting Service on debt default with a view to expanding the options available
for dealing with debt situations, including the use by banks and lenders of more flexible mech-
anisms to avoid foreclosure in appropriate circumstances. In addition, the Group will examine
measures adopted in other jurisdictions and consider ways of expanding existing mortgage-
support measures.

Questions Nos. 77 and 78 answered with Question No. 63.

Pension Provisions.

79. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the steps he is
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taking to ensure that Ireland is in compliance with EU Council Directive 80/987/EC on pension
security [15367/10]

111. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs his views
on whether the pension insolvency payments scheme which came into effect in March 2010
fails to meet the State’s obligation under the EU Insolvency Directive (EC council directive
80/987/EC) which requires the State to protect employees in insolvency situations; his plans to
make changes to PIPS to ensure that in cases of insolvency involving pension deficits employees
will receive at least 50% of their pension entitlements. [15487/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): I propose to take Questions
Nos. 79 and 111 together.

Article 8 of Directive 80/987/EEC provides that Member States shall ensure that the neces-
sary measures are taken to protect the interests of employees and of persons having already left
the employer’s undertaking or business at the date of the onset of the employer’s insolvency.

Article 8 was implemented by section 7 of the Protection of Employees (Employer
Insolvency) Act 1984. This provides that certain payments due to be paid by the employer in
the last 12 months may be made from the Social Insurance Fund.

In its 1995 review of the transposition of that Directive, the EU Commission gave an assur-
ance that Ireland had adequately transposed the provision in that Directive.

The EU Commission is currently conducting a further review of the implementation of
Article 8 of the Directive throughout all member states. Once that review is completed, its
recommendations will be considered by my Department and the Department of Enterprise,
Trade and Employment. Any actions necessary will be progressed in a timely manner.

There are various legislative provisions which provide protection for members of pension
schemes and these are kept under review. The Pensions Insolvency Payments scheme (PIPS)
is an additional measure introduced by the Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2009. PIPS pro-
vides that pension schemes that have wound up in deficit due to the insolvency of their spon-
soring employer may purchase pension payments from the State at a lower rate than would be
available on the open market. In this way, it ensures that more resources from the scheme are
available to offset the pension liabilities of active and deferred scheme members.

PIPS came into effect in February this year and is being operated by the Department of
Finance. The exact nature of the levels of funding available to employees, following an appli-
cation to PIPS, will be dependent on individual circumstances. However, I know the scheme
itself, operating on a pilot basis, will be subject to an ongoing review in the Department of
Finance.

Question No. 80 answered with Question No. 76. Section WRB follows.

Unemployment Levels.

81. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if she will comment
on the live register figures for February 2010 which indicate that there are 436,956 unemployed
or under-employed across the country; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[11630/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The monthly live register is
published by the Central Statistics Office on the basis of data collated by my Department in
respect of the last Friday of each month. At the end of March, 2010, the live register stood at

500



Questions— 20 April 2010. Written Answers

435,121. This represents a decrease of 1,835 on the February figure of 436,956. The February
total was almost unchanged from the January figure of 436,936.

While these trends are encouraging, I am acutely conscious of the human consequences of
unemployment and the need for those affected to get access to financial supports as quickly as
possible. One of the main priorities of my Department is to ensure that customers get paid on
time. In this context, effective measures have been taken to manage the growth in the number
of claims for a jobseeker’s payment and to keep delays to a minimum. These include the
introduction of improved processes and procedures to increase productivity and the assignment
of additional staff to claim processing.

Apart from providing people with timely access to financial support after they lose their
jobs, it is important that as many people as possible are kept in work and that support is
available to help people move from welfare back into employment. While the primary responsi-
bility for job creation rests with the Department of Enterprise Trade and Employment, my
Department has a role in supporting people from welfare to work.

The National Employment Action Plan (NEAP), operated jointly with FÁS, is the main
activation measure for jobseekers. Under the NEAP, everyone who is approaching 3 months
on the live register is identified by the Department of Social and Family Affairs and referred
to FÁS for interview with a view to assisting them enter or re-enter the labour market. 86,782
people were referred to FÁS under the NEAP in the period from January to December 2009,
an increase of 44% over the same period in 2008.

My Department also provides jobseekers with one-to-one assistance through its facilitator
service. Facilitators work closely with FÁS and other agencies at a local level and help job-
seekers develop individual progression plans to enhance their skills and ultimately improve
their employment chances. 22,000 people were referred to facilitators during 2009.

My Department will also, under the new role it has been given, including responsibility for
the employment services of FÁS and various schemes such as the Community Employment
Scheme, will be much more directly involved in providing new opportunities to those who do
not get full time employment.

My Department operates a range of activation programmes and second chance education
opportunities which assist unemployed people and other social welfare recipients to improve
their employability and personal and family situations. The back to work enterprise allowance
is designed to encourage the long term unemployed to develop a business while allowing them
to retain a reducing proportion of their qualifying social welfare payment, plus secondary
benefits, over two years. At the end of March 2010, there were 5,137 people availing of the
scheme.

The short term enterprise allowance is payable to a person who qualifies for jobseeker’s
benefit and who wishes to commence in self employment. This allowance is payable for the
duration of their Jobseeker’s Benefit entitlement. At end of March 2010 there were 1,393
participants in the scheme.

The back to education allowance (BTEA) aims to give welfare recipients who left school
early and those without third level qualifications a second chance to attain educational qualifi-
cations so as to reduce their risk of long term unemployment. The allowance is paid at a
standard weekly rate equivalent to the maximum personal rate of the relevant social welfare
payment that qualifies the applicant for participation in the scheme. 21,096 people were in
receipt of BTEA at the end of March 2010.

In addition, my Department, together with the Department of Enterprise, Trade and
Employment, the Department of Education and Science and FÁS supports the unemployed
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under a number of new measures. These include the Work Placement programme, the Short
Time Work Training programme, the Back to College Initiative and the redundant appren-
tice programme.

The Government is providing, through FÁS, a total of 147,000 training and activation places
for jobseekers. In addition there were 166,000 places available, including additional provision,
education programmes in 2009, while the number of third level places has also increased
dramatically over the past ten years.

The nature and structure of the supports provided by my Department to the people on the
live register will continue to be monitored in the context of changes in the economic climate.

Social Welfare Code.

82. Deputy Ulick Burke asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if he has conducted
a review of the one parent family payment; the details on the recommendations of this review;
and if he will publish this review [15408/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The Government discussion
paper, “Proposals for Supporting Lone Parents’, was published in 2006. It put forward proposals
for the expanded availability and range of education and training opportunities for lone parents,
the extension of the National Employment Action Plan to focus on lone parents, the focused
provision of childcare, improved information services for lone parents and the introduction of
a new social assistance payment for low-income families with young children. It can be viewed
at http://www.welfare.ie/EN/Policy/PolicyPublications/Families/Documents/prop—lp.pdf.

These proposals have informed deliberations regarding the One-Parent Family Payment
scheme.

The current duration of the One-Parent Family Payment, which is payable until the youngest
child reaches the age of 18 — or 22 if in full-time education — is not in the best interests
of the recipient, their children or society. Social welfare supports for lone parents should be
designed to:

• prevent long-term dependence on welfare and facilitate financial independence;

• recognise parental choice with regard to care of young children but with the expectation
that parents will not remain outside of the labour force indefinitely, and

• include an expectation of participation in education, training and employment, with sup-
ports provided in this regard.

To meet these social policy objectives, I will be introducing changes to the One-Parent Family
Payment in the forthcoming Social Welfare (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill, 2010. For new
customers, from early 2011, it is proposed that the One-Parent Family Payment will be made
until the youngest child in the lone parent family reaches the age of 13 years. For existing
recipients of the payment, there will be a phasing-out period to enable them to access education
and training and to prepare them for their return to the labour market.

These changes will bring Ireland’s support for lone parents more into line with international
provisions, where there is a general movement away from long-term and passive income sup-
port. The EU countries that are achieving the best outcomes in terms of tackling child poverty
are those that are combining strategies aimed at facilitating access to employment and enabling
services (e.g. child care) with income support.
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Fuel Poverty.

83. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the action he will
take to alleviate the impact of the carbon tax on lower income households that are more likely
to rely on higher carbon fuels and to live in badly insulated homes [15441/10]

87. Deputy Liz McManus asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the steps he will
take to combat fuel poverty. [15381/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): I propose to take Questions
Nos. 83 and 87 together.

The Government has announced its intention to introduce a carbon tax, which will come
into effect on heating products from May 2010 and on solid fuels at a date to be set by com-
mencement order.

Arrangements are being made to assist those most at risk of fuel poverty.

In his Carbon Budget Statement, the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government outlined details of €130 million in funding for insulation, €76 million of which will
be used to assist low income families. The Government is also conscious that families at risk
of fuel poverty will need extra income support to meet the increasing costs of fuel as a result
of the carbon tax.

The Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources has overarching
responsibility for the energy portfolio and has convened an Inter-Departmental/Agency Group
on Affordable Energy to coordinate and drive Government policy in this area.

The Inter-Departmental/Agency Group has been asked to draw up an Energy Affordability
Strategy. This strategy will set out existing and future approaches to addressing energy afford-
ability and will have regard both to the impact of the carbon tax on low income households
and the range of supports outlined above in making its recommendations.

As part of its work, the Group will make recommendations as to the precise package of
measures, including in the area of income support, that should be put in place to assist those
at risk of fuel poverty.

In the meantime the Department of Social and Family Affairs will continue to assist social
welfare recipients with heating costs through their basic payments, through the fuel allowance
and through the household benefits package of electricity and gas allowances.

The household benefits package is payable throughout the year to almost 380,000 pensioners,
people with disabilities, and carer households to assist them with their heating, light and cook-
ing costs. This scheme cost approximately €184m in 2009.

The national fuel allowance scheme assists householders on long-term social welfare or
health service executive payments with meeting the additional cost of their heating needs dur-
ing the winter season. The allowance represents a contribution towards a person’s heating
expenses. It is not intended to meet those costs in full and must be seen in the context of the
overall level of income available to the family.

In Budget 2009, the duration of the payment was increased by an extra 2 weeks to 32 weeks,
while the weekly value of the allowance was increased by €2 to €20 a week, or €23.90 in
designated smokeless areas. This compares with just €14 and €17.90 respectively in 2006.

Proper household insulation is absolutely vital in tacking fuel poverty. Initiatives such as
the Warmer Homes Scheme, operated by Sustainable Energy Ireland, under the aegis of the
Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, have a very valuable role to
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play in that regard, as does funding from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government to improve the quality of existing local authority housing and the Housing
Adaptation Grants for older people and people with disabilities. Considerable progress has
been made in this area in recent years.

Social Welfare Benefits.

84. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if the qualifying
criteria for domiciliary care allowance have been altered since administration of the payment
has been switched to his Department; the reason many children presenting with exceptional
care needs are now being refused; and the details of the refusal rate both before and after the
transfer of the function to his Department. [15393/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Since 1 April 2009 this
Department has been accepting new claims for Domiciliary Care Allowance (DCA). This fol-
lows the transfer of the scheme from the Health Service Executive on foot of a Government
decision to reallocate certain functions between Departments and Agencies as part of the
health service reform programme.

The main change to the qualifying conditions for the scheme is that the DCA scheme is now
a statutory scheme with the primary legislation provided for in the Social Welfare and Pensions
Act 2008. Prior to the transfer the eligibility criteria for the scheme was set out by way of a
Circular from the Department of Health and Children. The medical criteria as set out in the
Department of Health and Children circular states that children “who have a severe disability
requiring continual or continuous care and attention which is substantially in excess of that
normally required by a child of the same age may qualify for DCA”.

The medical criteria as set out in Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2008 require that “the
child has a severe disability requiring continual or continuous care and attention substantially
in excess of the care and attention normally required by a child of the same age”.

As there were no agreed national medical guidelines for the scheme while it was administered
in the Health Service Executive, an Expert Medical Group was established in advance of the
transfer of functions. This Group was chaired by this Department’s Chief Medical Adviser and
comprised senior medical personnel from the HSE as well as eminent professionals in the
areas of physical disabilities which affect children and child psychiatry/psychology. The primary
purpose of this Group was to agree a set of consistent and objective guidelines for use
nationally in determining eligibility of children for the scheme. The report of the Group was
reviewed independently by external medical experts.

The Expert Medical Group considered that the most appropriate way for the Department
to conduct assessments for medical eligibility was by assessing evidence submitted by the claim-
ant rather than by way of individual examination by the Department’s Medical Assessors as
they are not involved in advice or treatment of the child. The new process in operation in the
Department involves the submission of a detailed statement by the parent or guardian of the
child; a detailed statement by the child’s General practitioner; and any other relevant evidence
from qualified experts who have examined the child. This evidence is assessed by designated
Departmental Medical Assessors who have received special training.

DCA is payable in respect of children who have a disability so severe that it requires the
child needing care and attention and/or supervision substantially in excess of another child of
the same age. The care and attention received must be given by another person, effectively

504



Questions— 20 April 2010. Written Answers

full-time so that the child can deal with the normal activities of daily life. The child must be
likely to require this level of care and attention for at least 12 months.

Eligibility for Domiciliary Care Allowance is not based primarily on the medical or psycho-
logical condition, but on the resulting lack of function of body or mind necessitating the degree
of extra care and attention required. Each application is assessed on an individual basis taking
account of the evidence submitted by the applicant.

Since 1 April 2009 the Department has been accepting new claims for Domiciliary Care
Allowance. In the period 1 April 2009 to 31 March 2010 a total of 4,575 applications have
been received in the required format, of which 4,330 cases have been fully processed by the
Department’s Medical Assessors and 2,736 of these applications have been deemed not to
satisfy the medical criteria.

The Deputy will appreciate that this Department does not have the information sought in
relation to the scheme before the transfer on 1 April 2009. Where claims are deemed to be
ineligible on medical grounds, it is because it is considered that the requirement of care and
attention and/or supervision is not substantially in excess of another child of the same age who
does not have a disability.

In the case of an application which is refused on medical grounds, the applicant may submit
additional information and/or ask for the case to be reviewed by a different Medical Assessor
specially designated for this task. Where a person is not satisfied with the decision of a Deciding
Officer they may appeal the decision to the Social Welfare Appeals Office.

Question No. 85 answered with Question No. 75.

Social Welfare Fraud.

86. Deputy Pádraic McCormack asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if he is
satisfied with the method of recording and calculating fraud control savings [15449/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Control savings are calcu-
lated by applying validated multipliers to the difference in the rate of payment before and after
the control activity.

Multipliers used in assessing control savings estimate the total future savings to the Depart-
ment of a revocation or reduction resulting from a control action. The multiplier used is based
on the average amount of time the person who ceases to claim will remain off the books before
returning. This time varies from scheme to scheme.

There is a comprehensive control guideline which sets out:

(a) What constitutes a control saving in the various control activities;

(b) The various multipliers to be used in determining savings;

(c) The method of reporting reviews and savings.

Control Division carry out ongoing validation exercises to ensure control savings are recorded
correctly. These involve an examination of the various control savings reported to ensure that
savings are being compiled and calculated in the correct manner i.e. in accordance with the
guideline for determining control savings.

In 2009, the Department recorded control savings of nearly €484m, or 79% of the target of
€616.5m and over 750,000 claims in payment were reviewed, some 121% of the target set
for 2009.
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It must be noted that in 2009 control activity was significantly focused on prevention of
fraud and error at claim application stage. Savings made from the detection of bogus claims at
application stage cannot be estimated as the claim will not go into payment. However, this is
the most cost effective mechanism of reducing losses through fraud and error in social wel-
fare schemes.

In 2010 a target of €533.3m has been set for control savings.

I am satisfied that control savings provide valid, useful, practical and comparable measures
of progress towards achieving results.

Question No. 87 answered with Question No. 83.

National Carer’s Strategy.

88. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs his plans for
carers following the decision not to publish the National Carer’s Strategy [15476/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): During 2008, an inter-
departmental group, chaired by the Department of the Taoiseach, with secretariat support
provided by my Department, undertook work, including a public consultation process, to
develop a National Carers’ Strategy. However, because of the prevailing economic situation, it
was not possible to set targets or time limits which could be achieved. In that context, rather
than publishing a document which did not include any significant plans for the future, the
Government decided not to publish a strategy. This position remains unchanged.

The Government is acutely aware and appreciative of the contribution made by carers. It
was for that reason, that when resources were available, we invested heavily in improving social
welfare rates and services for all those who are reliant on the State for income support.

Over the past decade, weekly payment rates to carers have greatly increased, qualifying
conditions for carer’s allowance have significantly eased, coverage of the scheme has been
extended and new schemes such as carer’s benefit, half-rate carer’s allowance and the respite
care grant have been introduced and extended.

People caring for more than one person they receive a higher rate of payment, equating to
an additional 50% of the maximum personal rate. Recipients with children also receive a quali-
fied child increase in respect of each child.

Following this year’s Budget, the carer’s allowance rate for carers over 66 years of age has
not changed and remains at €239. The rate of carer’s allowance for someone under 66 is €212.

Since the introduction of the carer’s allowance in 1990 payments to carers have been
increased and expanded. Carer’s allowance was increased in 2007, 2008 and 2009 by 12.1%,
6.5% and 3.3%, respectively. As a result, even with the reduction announced in the last Budget
for carers under 66, the weekly rate of payment for the carer’s allowance is still almost 20%
higher this year than in 2006 and more than 147% higher than in 1997.

The means test for carer’s allowance has been significantly eased over the years, and is now
one of the most generous means tests in the social welfare system, most notably with regard to
spouse’s earnings. Since April 2008, the income disregard has been €332.50 per week for a
single person and €665 per week for a couple. This means that a couple with two children can
earn in the region of €37,200 and qualify for the maximum rate of carer’s allowance as well as
the associated free travel and household benefits. A couple with an income in the region of
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€60,400 can still qualify for a minimum payment, as well as the associated free travel, household
benefits package.

These levels surpass the ‘Towards 2016’ commitment to ensure those on average industrial
earnings continue to qualify for a full carer’s allowance.

From June 2005, the annual respite care grant was extended to all carers who are providing
full time care to a person who needs such care, regardless of their income. The rate of the
respite care grant has also been increased to €1,700 per year in respect of each care recipient
since June 2008.

Social Welfare Fraud.

89. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the fraud savings
target for 2010; if he will provide an update on the fraud control measures that he has put in
place [15460/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The prevention of fraud
and abuse of the social welfare system is an integral part of the day-to-day work of the Depart-
ment. A key objective of the Department’s control strategy is to ensure that the right person
is paid the right amount of money at the right time. There are over 620 staff working in areas
related to control of fraud and abuse of the welfare system. At the end of 2009 over 750,000
individual claims were reviewed and the Department recorded control savings of nearly €484m.
The control savings target for 2010 is €533.31m.

The Department processes in excess of 2 million claims each year and it makes payments to
over one million people every week. The vast majority of people are receiving the entitlement
due to them.

The level of fraud on most schemes is very low. As reported by the C&AG, the percentage
of expenditure resulting from fraud identified in the Department’s Fraud and Error surveys
was 0% for pensioners, 0.1% for Illness Benefit, 0.8% for the Family Income Supplement, and
1.8% for Child Benefit. Schemes such as Jobseekers Allowance, One Parent Family Payment,
Disability Allowance and non-Irish Child Benefit claimants have higher levels of fraud. The
Department intends carrying out fraud and error surveys on two of these schemes each year.
This will mean each of the schemes will be renewed every second year.

Recent control initiatives introduced to curb fraud and abuse of the system include the
following:

• Increased control activity is focused on the prevention of fraud and error at claim appli-
cation stage. This is the most cost effective mechanism of reducing losses through fraud
and error in social welfare schemes although savings from this activity are not included
as the claim does not go into payment.

• Significant advances have been made to reduce the risk of overpayment through systems
“talking” to each other. With the introduction of the new Service Delivery Modernisation
(SDM) a greater number of the Departments claims and payments are sharing a single
technical platform.

• Technologies introduced as part of the SDM programme have allowed the Department
to run specially designed programmes which interrogate other internal stand-alone
systems and report on cases where there may be duplicate payments.
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• The introduction of a series of certificate processes further enhanced the control functions
of the Department. Certificates issue to the customer for completion e.g. to targeted
customer groups by age, payment method, location or country. Certificates that fail to be
returned or are completed incorrectly may result in suspension and/or termination.

• As a fraud preventative measure the option to receive payments by Electronic Fund
Transfer (bank account) was removed for new claimants for jobseeker payments.

• Border regions put an increased emphasis on control of claims from applicants with a
previous address in Northern Ireland.

• One Parent Family Payment recipients with earnings are the subject of ongoing review.

• The frequency of issue of mail shots to validate continued entitlement to Child Benefit
has been increased to 3 monthly intervals for EU worker customers and resident non-
Irish national customers.

• The Department is moving to a risk-based system of claim review, which it is hoped will
achieve better value for money by focusing scarce resources on the most appropriate
cases. This involves assigning and recording a risk rating at the award and review stage.

• From 7th January 2010, members of the public report suspected Social Welfare fraud
anonymously to the Department by completing a new on-line form on the Department’s
website at www.welfare.ie.

• New data matches have been initiated to effectively target reviews and generate savings.

• New anti-fraud measures have been included in the Social Welfare and Pensions Act
2009 which provide for the transfer of bulk information relating to recipients of social
welfare payments to the competent authority of another Member State or international
organisation or other country with which a reciprocal agreement has been made.

• The first Public Service Cards are expected to be issued in the second half of 2010. The
PSC will include a photograph and signature. One of the anticipated advantages of the
new card is that it will help to reduce fraud and error which result from the incorrect
identification of benefit claimants.

• The establishment of a Centralised Special Investigation Unit within the Department in
February, 2010 allows for a more integrated approach to prevention and detection of
social welfare abuse in conjunction with other areas of the Department involved in fraud
and control work. The unit will work with other agencies such as Revenue, NERA,
Customs and the Garda and ensure that control activity is being targeted at high risk
categories of claimants/employers.

The Department is committed to ensuring that social welfare payments are available to those
who are entitled to them. In this regard the control programme of the Department is carefully
monitored and the various measures are continuously refined to ensure that they remain
effective.

Question No. 90 answered with Question No. 63.
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Pension Provisions.

91. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the details on
the implementation of the National Pensions Framework [15406/10]

659. Deputy Olwyn Enright asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the details of
the implementation of the National Pensions Framework; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [15647/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): I propose to take Questions
Nos. 91 and 659 together.

The recently published National Pensions Framework is the Government’s plan for future
pension reform. It encompasses all aspects of pensions, from social welfare to private occu-
pational pensions and public sector pension reform. Development of the framework was
informed by the range of views raised during the comprehensive consultation process which
followed publication of the Green Paper on Pensions. The aim of the framework is to deliver
security, equity, choice and clarity for the individual, the employer and the State. It also aims
to increase pension coverage, particularly among low to middle income groups and to ensure
that State support for pensions is equitable and sustainable.

A technical implementation group is now being established to develop the legislative, regulat-
ory and administrative infrastructure required to put the reforms into operation and the group
will hold its first meeting in early May. The implementation phase is expected to take three to
five years. In line with the Government decision, the group will be chaired by the Department
of Social and Family Affairs and it will include representatives from the Department of An
Taoiseach, the Department of Finance, the Pensions Board and the Office of the Revenue
Commissioners.

The implementation group will be cognisant of the current and emerging economic condition
and will conduct extensive consultation on the many aspects of the framework before
presenting final options to Government for decision. The group will develop a communications
strategy to ensure that all stakeholders and interested parties are kept informed of the progress
being made in implementing the framework.

Social Welfare Appeals.

92. Deputy Tom Sheahan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the time it took
to process social welfare appeals in 2009 [15472/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): I am informed by the Social
Welfare Appeals Office that during 2009 the average time taken to process all appeals (i.e.
those decided summarily and by way of oral hearing) was 24 weeks. However, if allowance was
made for the 25% most protracted cases, the average time fell to 15.8 weeks. This represents
an increase of 2 weeks in the time taken to process appeals when compared to 2008, but must
be seen in the context of an increase of 46% in the number of appeals received during 2009.

During 2009, a total of 17,787 appeals were finalised of which 4,873 (26.9%) were revised on
review by the Deciding Officer in favour of the appellant without going to appeal; 10,027
decisions were made by Appeals Officers of which 59.9% were decided following an oral hear-
ing with the remaining 40.1% decided following a summary examination of the documentary
evidence produced. 2,887 appeals were withdrawn or not otherwise produced by appellant.

The processing time for appeals covers all phases of the appeal process including the sub-
mission by the Department of its comments on the grounds for the appeal, further examination
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by the Department’s Medical Assessors in certain illness related cases, further investigation
by Social Welfare Inspectors where required and circumstances may also arise where further
information is sought from the appellant.

To deal with the increased workload being experienced by the Social Welfare Appeals Office,
two additional Appeals Officers were appointed during 2009. The possibility of assigning
further additional resources on a temporary basis is currently under consideration.

In addition, changes have recently been made to processes in the Social Welfare Appeals
Office with a view to achieving additional productivity. I am assured by the Chief Appeals
Officer that she is keeping the outcome of these changes under continuous review to ensure
the optimum throughput of appeals with full regard to due process in terms of the rights of
appellants and adherence to the requirements of natural justice.

Social Welfare Benefits.

93. Deputy Seán Sherlock asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if she will give a
breakdown per county of the applications for farm assist made since January 2010; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [12033/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The farm assist scheme
which was introduced in the Social Welfare Act, 1999 is a response by the Department to the
situation of low-income farmers and it represents a long-term safety net for them. It benefits
farm families with children and also provides increased payments to farming couples without
children and to single farmers on low income.

While this means-tested payment is broadly similar to the jobseeker’s allowance scheme, it
has a more generous means test, which takes account of the specific nature of farming and,
unlike jobseeker’s allowance, farmers claiming this payment do not need to be available for
work outside of the farm in order to qualify.

The following table shows the number of Farm Assist claims by county registered between
1/1/2010 and 10/4/2010.

Farm Assist claims registered from 1/1/10

County Number

Carlow 21

Cavan 18

Clare 60

Cork 76

Donegal 69

Dublin 3

Galway 86

Kerry 79

Kildare 4

Kilkenny 14

Laois 33

Leitrim 38

Limerick 43

Longford 27

Louth 3

Mayo 85
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County Number

Meath 9

Monaghan 61

Offaly 24

Roscommon 42

Sligo 23

Tipperary 46

Waterford 1

Westmeath 17

Wexford 24

Wicklow 4

Total 910

Question No. 94 answered with Question No. 76.

Ministerial Responsibilities.

95. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs when his
Department will formally get new powers and functions [15495/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The process of transferring
functions from one Department to another is carried out by means of Government Orders.
Each Order needs to be carefully drafted so that all relevant legislation is listed in the Schedule
to the Order. The Departments which currently hold the functions which are being transferred
to my Department are fully engaged in this task at present. The draft Orders will need to be
finalised and settled in the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel before they can be brought
to Government.

Once this process has been finalised, it is the Minister for Finance who brings the necessary
Orders to Government. At this stage, I cannot give a precise date for the formal transfer of
functions as this depends on a number of factors, including the complexity of the legislation
governing the particular functions.

I can assure the Deputy that everyone involved in the process, both in my own Department
and in the other Departments concerned, is making every effort to complete it at the earliest
possible date and I hope that it can be brought to conclusion within a matter of weeks.

Employment Support Services.

96. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the additional
supports that have been given to job facilitators to deal with the increased demand for access
to support [15433/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The Department’s facilita-
tors work with social welfare recipients of working age, including people in receipt of job-
seekers payments, people parenting alone, people in receipt of disability welfare payments and
people providing care, to promote participation and social inclusion.

Facilitators help people to identify appropriate training or development programmes which
will enhance the skills that the individual has and ultimately improve their employment chances,
as well as help them to continue to develop personally. Facilitators develop individual pro-
gression plans with the customer. They are located throughout the country and are assigned to
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cover defined geographical areas. They work closely with FÁS and other agencies at a local
level to identify and target appropriate education, training and development opportunities.

In the current economic climate the demand for the facilitator service is elevated. Facilitators
make every effort to contact customers as quickly as possible.

A formal targeted programme of activation was introduced under the National Development
Plan (NDP). Under this programme, the Department actively selects cases for referral to facilit-
ators. Over 22,000 cases were referred to facilitators during 2009.

The facilitator service was enhanced under the National Development Plan (NDP) Social
and Economic Participation Programme. 24 additional facilitators have been appointed since
September, 2008. There are 62 currently serving (full time equivalent 60.4 posts). It is intended
to increase the number to 70 posts. Clerical support for facilitators is provided centrally by
Employment Support Services section.

Under the Technical Assistance and training scheme (TATS), a welfare recipient may qualify
for a grant up to a maximum of €1,000. The grant is mainly targeted towards certain business
start-up expenses of clients in receipt of the back to work enterprise allowance scheme. This
fund is designed to enhance the person’s prospects of succeeding in becoming independent of
the social welfare system through support for training in the areas of starting a business, book-
keeping/accounts, preparation of business plans, marketing, literacy and computer training or
assistance with the purchase of small items of equipment.

A total of €3.5m was spent under the technical assistance and training scheme in 2009.

The number of facilitators in place, their workload, and the effectiveness of the service will
continue to be monitored.

Social Welfare Benefits.

97. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs when a
decision will be made on the maximum levels of rent supplement; and if he will provide details
of the new levels [15369/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The rent supplement scheme
provides short-term support to eligible people living in private rented accommodation whose
means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do not have accommodation
available to them from any other source. The scheme’s primary purpose is to provide short
term assistance, as opposed to acting as an alternative to the other social housing schemes
operated by the Exchequer.

There are currently almost 95,000 tenants benefiting from a rent supplement payment — an
increase of over 57 per cent since the end of 2005. The total cost of the rent supplement scheme
for 2009 was €511m.

Rent supplements are subject to a limit on the amount of rent that an applicant may incur.
Rent limits are set at levels that enable eligible households to secure and retain basic suitable
rented accommodation, having regard to their accommodation needs and to the different rental
market conditions that prevail in various parts of the State. The objective is to ensure that rent
supplement is not paid in respect of overly expensive accommodation having regard to the size
of the household and market conditions. Furthermore, it is essential that State support for
tenants does not give rise to inflated rental prices and overcharging by landlords.

Setting or retaining maximum rent limits at levels higher than are justified by the open
market can have a distorting effect on the market, leading to a more general rise in rent
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levels. This in turn may worsen the affordability of rental accommodation unnecessarily, with
particular negative impact for those tenants on lower incomes who are trying to support them-
selves without State aid.

A review of maximum rent supplement levels is in process and is expected to be completed
shortly. This process will ensure that the new rent limits reflect realistic market conditions
throughout the country, and that they will continue to enable the different categories of eligible
tenant households to secure and retain suitable rented accommodation to meet their respec-
tive needs.

Pension Provisions.

98. Deputy Bernard Allen asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if he is concerned
that people face the prospect of spending up to three years in retirement without the State
pension in view of the National Pensions Framework [15401/10]

108. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if it is
equitable to require workers to wait until they are 68 years of age before receiving their State
pension, as proposed by the National Pensions Framework, while others such as ex-Ministers
can receive a public pension well in advance of this age and while they are still in employment;
and if he intends to introduce provisions to make ex-Ministers wait until they are 68 years of
age before receiving their ministerial pension. [15491/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): I propose to take Questions
Nos. 98 and 108 together.

The challenges facing the Irish pension system are clearly outlined in the National Pensions
Framework. In particular, it is noted that the task of financing increasing pension spending will
fall to a diminishing share of the population. There are currently six workers for every pen-
sioner and this ratio will decrease to less than two to one by 2050.

Increasing state pension age is one of the ways in which we can sustain the pensions system
and also maintain the value of the State Pension at 35% of average earnings.

People are living longer and healthier lives with average life expectancy set to rise even
further in the future, up to 89 years for women and 83 for men. People will still, therefore, be
spending at least the same amount of time in retirement as they are today, even with a later
State pension age.

At present, the majority of people qualify for State Pension at age 66. From 2014, age 66
will be the standard pension age for everyone. The qualifying age will be increased to 67 years
of age in 2021 and 68 in 2028.

In order for changes in the pensions area to have an impact, attitudes must change in relation
to longer working from both employers and employees. At the workplace level, employers
must seek to retain older employees and create working conditions which will make working
longer both attractive and feasible for the older worker. Where this is not possible and people
leave paid employment before state pension age, they will be entitled to apply for another
social welfare payment until they become eligible for a State Pension, as is the current situation.

While public service pensions are a matter for the Minister for Finance, the Deputy may be
aware that ‘new entrant’ Ministers as defined in the Public Service Superannuation
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2004 will not be entitled to receive a ministerial pension until
age 65, at the earliest. The new public service pension scheme which was announced by the
Minister for Finance in Budget 2010 will include Ministers and it is proposed that pension age
will be linked to the State pension age.
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Question No. 99 answered with Question No. 63.

Social Welfare Code.

100. Deputy Jim O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the measures in
place to ensure that those from Northern Ireland who are now resident here are being
adequately provided for within our social welfare system and if, in the spirit of cross-Border
co-operation, special arrangements should be in place for them [15365/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Persons who have moved
from another EU Member State (including Northern Ireland or other parts of the UK) and
who been employed since arrival in this State are protected by the EU Regulations on social
security for migrant workers. Where necessary, contributions paid under the social security
provisions in their previous State can be aggregated with Irish PRSI contributions to provide
entitlement to benefit payments. The EU Regulations also prescribe conditions under which
such a person who becomes involuntarily unemployed may access supplementary welfare allow-
ance if there is no entitlement to a benefit payment, or while waiting a decision on an appli-
cation for benefit. If a person has not worked since arrival in this State, the EU Regulations
do not apply.

The habitual residence condition applies to all claimants for certain social assistance pay-
ments and child benefit. The EU non-discrimination rules prevent a Member State introducing
legal provisions or administrative practices that grant advantages to their own nationals or any
other group of EU citizens that are not commonly available to all EU citizens.

Decisions concerning habitual residence are subject to five factors which are incorporated
into social welfare legislation. The five factors are:

(a) the length and continuity of residence in the State or in any other particular country;

(b) the length and purpose of any absence from the State;

(c) the nature and pattern of the person’s employment;

(d) the person’s main centre of interest, and

(e) the future intentions of the person concerned as they appear from all the circumstances.

Given the freedom of movement within the Common Travel Area, periods of residence in
Northern Ireland will be taken into account in considering the first of these factors, especially
where such residence was immediately prior to the person moving to live in Ireland. Also, for
practical reasons a person who has been residing in Northern Ireland may be able to move
permanent residence to this State more easily than people coming from other countries. Such
factual considerations may be taken into account in determining whether the habitual residence
condition is satisfied or not in each particular case without any conflict with the non-discrimi-
nation provisions.

Where a person has established their habitual residence here, the full range of social assist-
ance supports is available to him or her.

Question No. 101 answered with Question No. 63.

Question No. 102 answered with Question No. 76.
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Pension Provisions.

103. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the position
regarding entitlement to contributory old age pension on the basis of the existence of a pre-
sumed partnership arising from major participation by the surviving spouse in the original
family business or enterprise; the number of such cases currently before his Department
awaiting a decision; the number of such applications made to date; and the numbers granted
or refused [15485/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Spouses who are actively
engaged in a commercial partnership, including the operation of a farm, as opposed to simply
being the joint owners of a property, are treated as individual self-employed contributors and
are thus liable to pay social insurance contributions.

On foot of a Programme for Government commitment an information leaflet, ‘Working with
your spouse: how it affects your social welfare contributions and entitlements’, has been
developed between the Department of Social & Family Affairs and the Revenue Commis-
sioners to set out the social welfare and tax implications of families co-working in a shared
business. It was published on the 25th of June, 2008.

The leaflet clarifies that spouses who operate in a commercial partnership may be brought
into the social insurance system, subject to certain criteria. In this way, both spouses incur a
liability to pay self-employed PRSI and build up entitlement towards a contributory state pen-
sion and other social welfare benefits. Following the above campaign, more than one thousand
applications for commercial partnership status have been received. Of these 579 applications
have been finalised, of which 508 cases are approved.

A widow/widower may apply to the Department’s Scope Section for recognition that she/he
operated a commercial partnership with her/his spouse while the spouse was alive. To date five
such applications have been made for partnership status. Four have been granted partnership
status and the fifth was received this week and is currently being investigated.

Following recognition of the existence of a commercial partnership the customer can make
an application for pension or benefit. This application is processed in the usual way subject to
the rules and requirements of the relevant schemes legislation.

Response to Industrial Action.

104. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the effect
that action by staff has had on applications for social welfare; and if he will provide a break-
down of the cause of delays [15494/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The overall response to the
industrial action is being managed centrally by the Department of Finance with input from all
Government Departments, including the Department, and other public service sectors. The
industrial action is being closely monitored in the Department on a daily basis and the Depart-
ment’s management is maintaining contacts with the unions concerned to ensure, insofar as
possible, that the negative impact on the Department’s customers is minimised.

In the main, the industrial action in the Department involved staff not answering telephones;
failing to provide counter services in public offices for various periods; failure to complete
certain statistical work returns; and failure to use certain computer systems. It also involved a
ban on overtime in the Illness Benefit area from 22 February 2010 and this ban was extended
to other areas of the Department for four weeks from 15th March to 9th April.
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[Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív.]

In five local offices the Civil Public and Services Union instructed staff not to process medical
certificates locally but to send them by post to the central Illness Benefit Section in Dublin.
This would have resulted in a delay of one or two days in issuing payment to the customers
affected. While the number of claims awaiting a decision has stayed broadly the same at about
6,800 over this period, there was an increase in the time taken to process Illness Benefit claims
from about 6 days to an average of 8 days during the period of the industrial action.

In some areas, because staff were not answering phones or attending the public counters,
backlogs were reduced and processing times improved as these staff were diverted to claim
processing. Consequently, there is no backlog of claims that can be directly attributed to the
industrial action.

However there have been significant arrears of jobseekers claims over the past 18 months
or so due to the huge influx of applications for these schemes. However, the number of claims
awaiting a decision has been declining every week since the end of January, when they stood
at over 62,000 to 47,500 at week ending 27 March. The number increased to 52,800 after the
Easter break.

However, this is normal, as there is always a significant increase in claims from school related
workers around any school holiday period. This, combined with the impact of the shorter
working weeks at this time, has resulted in an increase in the number of jobseeker claims
awaiting a decision.

Overall, the number of jobseeker claims awaiting a decision expressed as a percentage of the
entire claimload nationally is now at about 10%. This is the level of claims awaiting a decision
that applied even when the Live Register was at its lowest. I know there are some local offices
where the percentage of claims awaiting a decision is much higher but we are working to bring
them in line with the national average as quickly as possible.

The work to rule is ongoing. However following discussions between the unions and the
Department of Finance, there has been some relaxation of the industrial action.

Departmental Expenditure.

105. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for and Family Affairs the amount expended
under the supplementary welfare allowance travel supplement scheme and the funding made
available for it in 2010; the amount expended under this scheme in 2009; the funding provided
by his Department for the rural transport scheme in 2009 and 2010; and his plans to introduce
a cost of disability payment to assist people with disabilities in meeting additional costs in
accessing transport and social services, as outlined in the Citizens Information Board report,
Getting There — Transport and Access to Social Services, published in February 2010
[15359/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Under the supplementary
welfare allowance scheme the Community Welfare division of the Health Service Executive
(HSE) may award a travel supplement in any case where it appears to the Executive that the
circumstances of the case so warrant. The supplement is intended to assist with ongoing or
recurring travel costs that cannot be met from the client’s own resources and are deemed to
be necessary. Up to the 9th April 2010, the expenditure under the travel supplement scheme
was €340,000; the projected outturn for 2010 for this scheme is €1.3 million. The total expendi-
ture for travel supplements in 2009 was €1.3 million.

Where the travel costs are non-recurring the HSE may make a single payment to help meet
essential, once-off, exceptional expenditure, which a person could not reasonably be expected
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to meet out of their weekly income. Up to 9 April 2010, the expenditure for once-off travel
costs was €633,000; and the projected outturn for 2010 for this scheme is €2.6 million. The total
expenditure for once-off travel cost payments in 2009 was €2.6 million.

The Free Travel scheme, administered by my Department at an annual cost of €73.5 million
in 2009, is available to people over age 66 and to those with disabilities in receipt of certain
social welfare payments such as Invalidity Pension, Blind Pension and Disability Allowance.
This scheme permits a recipient to travel for free on most CIE public transport services, LUAS
and a range of services offered by a large number of private operators in various parts of the
country. Free travel is also available on cross-Border journeys between the Republic of Ireland
and Northern Ireland. Customers aged 66 years and over can travel for free on journeys within
Northern Ireland.

In addition to the Free Travel scheme, the Department, in recognition of the carriage of
Free Travel passholders, provided annual funding of €1.5 million towards the Rural Transport
Programme in 2009 and will do so again in 2010. It is acknowledged that Free Travel passhold-
ers clearly benefit from the initiative, particularly those who had no access to public transport
prior to the setting up of the Programme.

The social partnership agreement, Towards 2016, includes a commitment that the issues
around the introduction of a cost of disability payment will be considered following the
development of a needs assessment system under the Disability Act. This follows an inter-
departmental examination of the issue by a working group and research commissioned on its
behalf by the National Disability Authority.

The working group, which was chaired by the Department of Health and Children, concluded
that consideration of the introduction of a cost of disability payment is dependent on both the
availability of comprehensive data and, in particular, a structured process of the assessment
of need.

The Sectoral Plan of the Department of Health and Children, in accordance with Part 2 of
the Disability Act 2005, establishes a system for the assessment of individual needs for people
with a disability. I understand that further consideration by the Department of Health and
Children of the issues around the cost of disability will be contingent on the full implementation
of the needs assessment system provided for in the Disability Act.

Social Insurance.

106. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if he
will seek to have the budget changes to the dental treatment benefit scheme, which resulted in
the cost of dental services increasing by 14.6%, reversed. [15490/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The Treatment Benefit
Scheme offers assistance towards the cost of Optical and Dental Treatment and the provision
of Hearing aids. The scheme is paid from the Social Insurance Fund (SIF). Although the SIF
has operated a surplus since 1996, this position began to change last year, and expenditure had
to be partially funded from the accumulated Exchequer surplus. It is estimated that, by the
first half of 2010, the Exchequer will be required to subvent the SIF by over €1 billion.

The expenditure pressures on the Fund will continue in the near future. Therefore, the most
pressing needs right now are to ease the pressure on the SIF and to get the public finances
back on track. As part of a range of cost-saving measures, the Dental Benefit Scheme has been
amended for 2010.
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[Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív.]

The treatment available under the scheme has been limited from 1 January 2010 to a free
Dental Examination. The continued provision of the free examination will not only help iden-
tify routine dental problems but also more serious health issues. Its continuation should encour-
age people to continue attending for checkups, and help address the concerns expressed about
the general dental health of the public.

In 2009, the Department provided some 418,000 free Dental Examinations and current trends
in 2010 indicate that a similar number will attend for the free examination this year.

Regarding the potential increases in consumer costs, in 2009 the Department paid an average
of €84 for each Dental Benefit claim. As the Department will continue to pay €33.50 for
each Examination, this represents an average potential increase to customers of just over €50
per year.

The reported potential 14.6% increase in the cost of dental treatment is also largely predi-
cated on dental prices remaining at 2009 levels. However, there appears to have been a signifi-
cant increase in competition in the dental care market in Ireland in recent months. Within a
short period of the announcement of the scheme changes, one major dental chain announced
a price cut of 30%, and the Irish Dental Association subsequently announced that its members
would either freeze or reduce their prices. These developments, and several publicised price
cuts since then, are to be welcomed as they will help make dental treatment more affordable
for consumers.

Tax refunds are available from the Revenue Commissioners for certain kinds of more
expensive dental treatment. The significantly increased number of people with Medical Cards
are also covered for treatment through the DTSS dental scheme operated by the Department
of Health. These forms of cover, along with the retention of free Examinations and enhanced
competition, mean that routine dental care should remain affordable and general oral health
in Ireland will remain good.

The changes made to the dental benefit scheme will provide significant savings to the
Exchequer in 2010. The Treatment Benefit scheme will be reviewed prior to the next budget,
when a decision on its future structure will be made taking account of the prevailing economic
circumstances at that time.

Social Welfare Benefits.

107. Deputy Kathleen Lynch asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if it his policy
to ease the qualifying criteria for back to education allowance in 2010 in view of statements
(details supplied); and if he will provide details of the changes envisaged. [15379/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Since its introduction, the
primary objective of the Back to Education Allowance (BTEA) scheme is to help those in
receipt of a social welfare payment to improve their employability and job-readiness by acquir-
ing additional educational qualifications. It is a second chance education opportunities scheme
designed to remove the barriers to participation in second and third level education by enabling
eligible people on social welfare to continue to receive a payment while pursuing an approved
full-time education course that leads to a higher qualification than that already held.

Payment under the scheme covers the relevant academic year and the scheme caters for
approved courses where the starting date is not aligned to the standard academic year. The
Back to Education Allowance scheme covers full-time courses of education from second level
to higher diploma level in any discipline and to a graduate diploma in education.
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Changes to provide for earlier access to the scheme were announced in the April 2009 Sup-
plementary Budget. In order to qualify for participation an applicant must be in receipt of a
relevant social welfare payment for 3 months if pursuing a second level course or 12 months if
pursuing a third level course. A two year qualifying period applies to participants coming from
Illness Benefit.

The qualifying period for access to third level courses is reduced to 9 months for those
who are participating in the National Employment Action Plan process or engaging with the
Department’s facilitator programme. People who are awarded statutory redundancy may access
the scheme immediately, provided an entitlement to a relevant social welfare payment is estab-
lished prior to commencing an approved course of study.

The Government has devoted significant resources to the Back to Education Allowance
scheme. €519m has been allocated over the lifetime of the National Development Plan 2007-13.
In 2009, expenditure on the scheme was €107.3 million. The number of participants increased
significantly in 2009. A total of 21,096 participants were availing of the scheme at the end of
March 2010 which is 81% higher than the 11,646 recorded at the end of 2008/09 academic year.

The potential for further changes in certain areas was identified by my predecessor to the
Oireachtas Committee on Social Welfare. These concerned duration, access to post-graduate
courses, appropriateness of courses and progression. The final shape and scope of such changes
are currently under consideration.

The Back to Education Allowance scheme has an important role to play in enhancing the
employability skills of jobseekers. The nature and structure of the scheme will continue to be
monitored in the context of the objectives of the scheme and changes in the economic climate.

Question No. 108 answered with Question No. 98.

Social Insurance.

109. Deputy Jim O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs his views on the
impact which the limiting of the dental benefit scheme to examinations only will have on the
oral health of those entitled to such benefit in view of the financial difficulties in which people
find themselves [15364/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The Treatment Benefit
Scheme offers assistance towards the cost of Optical and Dental Treatment and the provision
of Hearing aids. The scheme is paid from the Social Insurance Fund (SIF). Although the SIF
has operated a surplus since 1996, this position began to change last year, and expenditure had
to be partially funded from the accumulated Exchequer surplus. It is estimated that, by the
first half of 2010, the Exchequer will be required to subvent the SIF by over €1 billion.

The expenditure pressures on the Fund will continue in the near future. Therefore, the most
pressing needs right now are to ease the pressure on the SIF and to get the public finances
back on track. As part of a range of cost-saving measures, the Dental Benefit Scheme has been
amended for 2010.

The treatments available under the scheme have been limited from 1 January 2010 to a free
Dental Examination. The continued provision of the free examination will not only help iden-
tify routine dental problems but also more serious health issues. Its continuation should encour-
age people to continue attending for check-ups, and help address the concerns expressed about
the general dental health of the public.

In 2009, the Department provided some 418,000 free Dental Examinations and current trends
in 2010 indicate that a similar number will attend for the free examination this year.
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[Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív.]

In addition some 150,000 customers who had applied for approval to commence dental
benefit treatments prior to 31 December, either directly to the Department or whose dentist
applied on their behalf, will receive the full range of treatments available under the scheme as
operated prior to 1 January 2010, provided their treatment commenced within three months of
approval being given.

There is evidence that increased competition in the dental care market is having an effect
on price. Shortly after the announcement of the changes to the scheme, one major dental chain
announced a price cut of 30%, and the Irish Dental Association subsequently announced that
its members would either freeze or reduce their prices. These developments, and anecdotal
evidence of price reductions since then, are to be welcomed as they will make dental treatment
more affordable for consumers.

Tax refunds are available from the Revenue Commissioners for certain kinds of more
expensive dental treatment. The significantly increased number of customers with Medical
Cards are also covered for treatment through the DTSS dental scheme operated by the Depart-
ment of Health. These forms of cover, along with the retention of free Examinations and
enhanced competition, mean that routine dental care should remain affordable and general
oral health in Ireland will remain good.

The changes made to the dental benefit scheme will provide significant savings to the
Exchequer in 2010. The Treatment Benefit scheme will be reviewed prior to the next budget,
when a decision on its future structure will be made taking account of the prevailing economic
circumstances at that time.

Anti-Poverty Strategy.

110. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the
size of the increase in the number of persons living in relative poverty as a result of social
welfare cuts in Budget 2010 in view of the fact that the current relative income poverty line,
updated with reference to the Economic and Social Research Institute wage level prediction,
is €224.75 for a single adult and most social welfare payments to single adults are now €28.75
below that line; and if he has plans to meet with the Department of Finance to seek the reversal
of the cuts. [15489/10]

112. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if the Office for
Social Inclusion or his Department carried out a poverty impact assessment of measures taken
in Budget 2010 to reduce many social welfare payments; the details of its findings; if he will
publish same [15360/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): I propose to take Questions
Nos. 110 and 112 together.

The Social Inclusion Division of my Department is carrying out a detailed analysis of the
impact of the entire Budget package, and not just the social welfare elements of it, using the
SWITCH integrated tax and social welfare model developed by the Economic and Social
Research Institute (ESRI). This will include an analysis of the impact of Budget 2010 on the
“at risk of poverty” rate as well as the combined impact of the three budgets, Budget 2009, the
April 2010 Supplementary Budget and the most recent Budget. This is a complex piece of work
using a methodology to enable changes in wages and incomes to be taken into account. As the
ESRI itself has acknowledged the “scale and complexity of the Budget 2010 package mean
that it will take more time than usual to analyse”. Work on this analysis is continuing and is
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expected to be finalised in the near future. This work will be published and will provide an
initial basis for assessing the impact on poverty of Budget 2010, pending the compilation and
publication in due course of the official statistics for 2009 and 2010 by the CSO. These will be
set out in the EU-SILC publications.

It should be noted however that the ESRI made some initial assessments of the Budget in
its Quarterly Economic Commentary published late last year. As well as looking at Budget
2010 on its own, the Institute measured the impact on family unit and household income of the
last three Budgets, that is, the October 2008, April 2009 and December 2009 Budgets together.
They adopted this approach as these three Budgets represent the Government’s consolidated
approach to tackling the recession. The Institute found that, on this basis, the average income
of the poorest households hardly changed, the income for the next group of households
increased by around 2% while the middle to top income households experienced a loss of
income.

There are no plans to further adjust social welfare rates of payment in 2010. The appropriate
levels for 2011 will be considered as part of the Budgetary process later this year and in the
context of continuing to reduce overall public expenditure and restoring stability to the
public finances.

Question No. 113 answered with Question No. 76.

Question No. 114 answered with Question No. 66.

Social Welfare Benefits.

115. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the number
of applicants for various social welfare payments by category, including those on appeal, who
are currently awaiting a decision on their application; the length of time taken to process an
application for any particular payment; the extent of the backlog and waiting time relative to
each heading; the cause or causes of such backlogs or delays if known; the action proposed or
in place to address the issue; the anticipated time for the resolution of any backlogs or delays;
and the extent, if any, of reallocation or redistribution of responsibilities within the system
which may directly or indirectly affect the speed with which applications are dealt with
[15484/10]

723. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the action
he has taken or proposes to take to address the backlog of applications for various social
welfare payments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15829/10]

724. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the time
taken to process applications for various social welfare payments; the reason for the delay; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15830/10]

725. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the number
of applications for various social welfare payments currently on hand and awaiting a decision;
when he expects this backlog to be cleared; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[15831/10]

727. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if he intends
to take initiatives to speed up the processing of applications for various social welfare payments,
having particular regard to the hardship caused arising from delays in his Department; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [15833/10]
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729. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the initiat-
ives he intends to take to eliminate hardship caused by the delays in the processing of appli-
cations for social welfare payments in his Department; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [15835/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): I propose to take Questions
Nos. 115, 723 to 725, inclusive, 727 and 729 together.

Details on claim volumes, claims pending, processing times, and backlogs (where they exist)
for all schemes are detailed in Table 1 below.

Details of average Jobseeker’s Benefit and Jobseeker’s Allowance claims pending and pro-
cessing times by Social Welfare Local Office are detailed in Tables 2-4 below and details
of cases currently on appeal and average appeals processing times are detailed separately in
Table 5.

The Department is committed to delivering the best possible service to its customers. To this
end, operational processes and procedures and the organisation of work are continually
reviewed in all areas of the Department. These reviews are supported by modern technology,
the potential of which is continuously harnessed. Claims are processed in the most efficient and
expeditious way possible, having regard to the eligibility conditions that apply to each scheme.

Processing times vary across schemes because of both the volume of applications and the
differing qualification criteria. For example, means assessments are required for all of the social
assistance schemes; medical examinations are required for illness related schemes and
customers must also satisfy the habitual residence conditions. In the case of the insurance based
schemes, it may be necessary to ascertain details of foreign insurance records.

It should also be noted that many factors outside the Department’s control can impact upon
claim processing times e.g. the supply of relevant information by the customer, employers or
other third parties.

In the meantime, it is important to remember that people who have urgent income support
needs can apply for the means tested supplementary welfare allowance (SWA) and that more
than 95% of basic SWA applications are decided on and paid within a week.

Specific Process Improvements

From January 2009, new processing targets, based on processing 90% of claims within a
particular timescale, varying from scheme to scheme, were introduced for all schemes. Specific
process improvements have also been introduced across many areas of the Department. Some
examples are as follows:

Jobseekers

Some 450 extra staff have been assigned to local offices, new Central Support Units and the
Departments Inspectorate. At the same time the Department has been examining procedures
surrounding the claim acceptance and decisions process with a view to streamlining them and
achieving greater efficiencies where possible. They include:

• An appointment system whereby claimants can have their claim taken and decided during
the appointment. This particular initiative has helped greatly in reducing waiting times.
This is in operation in 38 local offices and it is planned that it will be extended to others.

• A more streamlined procedure for claimants moving to Jobseekers Allowance when their
Jobseekers Benefit expires.
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• A streamlined process for people who had a claim in the previous two years.

• Application forms for the Jobseeker schemes are now available on the Department’s
website. This means that anyone who wants to make a claim can print the form at home
and bring it to the local office completed. This helps to reduce queuing times.

• More straight-forward procedures for providing evidence of identity and address have
been introduced.

• Simplified processing methods have been introduced for some claimants who work
casually, part-time or are classed as Systematic Short-Time workers.

The number of JA and JB claims awaiting a decision at the 10 April was 52,815. This is a huge
reduction on the 82,000 that were pending in July 2009. This illustrates that the additional
resources that have been assigned to local offices coupled with the range of process improve-
ment initiatives are having a positive effect.

It should be noted that even when the Live Register was at its lowest, there would always
be 9 or 10 per cent of claims awaiting a decision.

State Pensions

In order to ensure that entitlement to a pension is decided by the due date all pensioners
are advised to apply at least three months in advance of pension age and people are proactively
invited to claim. In addition, a desk assessment process has been introduced in State Pension
Non-Contributory, whereby claims are processed and decided based on the information pro-
vided by the customer on their application form without recourse to investigation by a Social
Welfare Inspector.

Automated processing and On-line Application Forms

To ensure that claims are processed as efficiently as possible and that customers receive their
entitlements in a timely manner all application forms have been designed to facilitate the use
of scanning and automated processing. An on-line facility to enable applications for a number
of schemes, i.e. State Pension (Contributory) and Household Benefits, to be completed and
submitted on-line, has been implemented. This facility will be extended to other schemes in
the coming months. The objective is to enable people to access services at a time and place
that best suits their needs. The use of on-line application forms reduces the administrative
burden for customers and facilitates efficient processing of claims by the Department.

Appeals Processing

The number of Appeals pending at the end of March 2010 and the average processing times
for Appeals across all schemes for 2009 are detailed in Table 5 below.

Overall, the average time taken to process all appeals (i.e. those decided summarily and by
way of oral hearing) was 24 weeks in 2009. However, if allowance was made for the 25% most
protracted cases, the average time fell to 15.8 weeks. This represents an increase of 2 weeks in
the time taken to process appeals when compared to 2008, but must be seen in the context of
an increase of 46% in the number of appeals received during 2009. There has, however, been
an increase of a further 46% in the number of appeals received in the first quarter of 2010
when compared to the same period last year and there is a concern that this will lead to a
further increase in processing times in 2010.
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The processing time for appeals covers all phases of the appeal process including the sub-
mission by the Department of its comments on the grounds for the appeal, further examination
by the Department’s Medical Assessors in certain illness related cases, further investigation
by Social Welfare Inspectors where required and circumstances may also arise where further
information is sought from the appellant.

To deal with the increased workload being experienced by the Social Welfare Appeals Office,
two additional Appeals Officers were appointed during 2009. However the Chief Appeals
Officer and 5 experienced Appeals Officers retired and, although their positions have since
been filled, these retirements, when coupled with the serious increase in appeals received, have
impacted on the processing of appeals. Because of the quasi-judicial nature and complexity of
the work there can be a relatively long lead-in time before Appeals Officers become fully
competent to deal with the full range of cases coming to the Office. The matter of assigning
additional Appeals Officers is kept under constant review but any consideration of extra assign-
ments must be taken in the context of overall government policy on civil service numbers.

The Chief Appeals Officer is keeping current processes under continuous review with a view
to achieving a more effective throughput of appeals, while ensuring that any progress does not
conflict with due process in terms of the rights of appellants and adherence to the requirements
of natural justice.
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Table 1: DSP Claim Processing — 31 March 2010

Activity Total Current average processing time in Extent of any backlogs Reason for the Action proposed or in Anticipated time for
Claims weeks backlogs place to address the clearance
pending backlog

State Pension (Contributory) — 4,176 4.87 weeks No backlog seasonal Seasonal high Overtime and focused N/A
EU AND Domestic 95% by entitlement date high resources

State Pension (Transitional) — 2,489 5.84 weeks No backlog seasonal Seasonal high Overtime and focused N/A
Domestic 97% awarded in six weeks high resources

Widow(er)’s Contributory Pension 615 2.51 weeks No backlog N/A N/A N/A
94% awarded in six weeks

State Pension (Non-Contributory) 1,722 77% of claims awarded in ten No backlog N/A N/A N/A
weeks

Widow(er)’s (Non-Contributory) 160 71% awarded in ten weeks No backlog N/A N/A N/A
Pension & One Parent Family
Payment (Widow)

One-Parent Family — (Local 5,540 16.66 weeks No backlog N/A N/A N/A
Office based)

Household Benefits 3,723 2.34 weeks No backlog N/A N/A N/A
87% awarded in four weeks

Bereavement Grant (Social 756 1.61 weeks No backlog N/A N/A N/A
Welfare Services Office Sligo) 92% awarded in four weeks

Bereavement Grant (Social 825 4.42 weeks No Backlog N/A N/A N/A
Welfare Services Office
Longford)

Invalidity Pension* 1,629 31% awarded in 6 weeks No backlog N/A N/A N/A

Family Income Supplement — 7,219 New Claims — 9.59 weeks Approx. 3,500 Increased intake (over Overtime and focused Approx. 12 weeks
New Claims Renewal claims — 9.4weeks 14,000 to date this resources

10 week delays for new claims and year) & fallout from
5 week delays for renewals Industrial Action

including the
overtime ban.
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Table 1: DSP Claim Processing — 31 March 2010 — continued

Activity Total Claims pending Current average processing time Extent of any Reason for the Action proposed or Anticipated time for
in weeks backlogs backlogs in place to address clearance

the backlog

Disability Allowance 5,081 13 weeks N/A N/A N/A N/A
Processing Target 90% in 12

weeks
48% awarded in 12 weeks

Carer’s Benefit 362 9 weeks N/A N/A N/A. N/A

Carer’s Allowance 2,935 10 weeks N/A N/A N/A N/A
Processing target award 90% in

12 weeks
81% were awarded in 12 weeks.

Jobseeker’s Benefit 12,823 2.12 wks

Jobseeker’s Assistance 35,348 7.1 wks

Illness Benefit 6,387 1 week Minimal Industrial action Resources being Within the next four
overtime ban redeployed to the weeks

area from other
areas

Occupational Injury Benefit — 275 1 week N/A N/A N/A N/A
Interim Illness Benefit

Maternity Benefit 3,685** 90% processed 2 weeks in N/A N/A N/A N/A
advance of due date.

Treatment Benefit Treatment Benefit operates differently than other schemes. As payment is made to contractors after treatment has been given, there is no delay for the
customer. The scheme is on target.

Child Benefit EU — 977 EU — 6 months N/A N/A N/A N/A
Domestic — 1,085 Domestic — 2 weeks

Domiciliary Care Allowance 472 6.79 weeks N/A N/A N/A N/A

*90% of applicants for Invalidity Pension are already in payment for Illness Benefit.
***In the case of Maternity Benefit pending claims are not arrears, as claims are made in advance (i.e. claims may be received as much as 10 weeks before payment is due to begin
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Table 2: Claims pending in Local Offices in alphabetical order

Local Office Parent Office SWLO/ Claimload Pending % Pending
SWBO

Achill Achill SWLO 590 4 1

Apollo House Apollo House SWLO 3,024 189 6

Ardee Drogheda SWBO 2,801 362 13

Arklow Arklow SWLO 3,891 118 3

Athlone Athlone SWLO 4,836 481 10

Athy Newbridge SWBO 3,084 370 12

Balbriggan Balbriggan SWLO 5,461 815 15

Ballina Ballina SWLO 4,270 498 12

Ballinasloe Athlone SWBO 2,961 238 8

Ballinrobe Loughrea SWBO 1,457 143 10

Ballybofey Donegal CO SWBO 3,209 145 5

Ballyconnell Cavan SWBO 1,557 167 11

Ballyfermot Ballyfermot SWLO 3,821 199 5

Ballymun Ballymun SWLO 3,210 143 4

Ballyshannon Donegal CO SWBO 1,870 114 6

Baltinglass Newbridge SWBO 1,792 190 11

Bandon Carrigaline SWBO 1,890 229 12

Bantry Bantry CO SWBO 1,619 181 11

Bantry CO Bantry CO SWLO 442 45 10

Belmullet Belmullet SWLO 1,363 58 4

Birr Athlone SWBO 2,600 221 9

Bishop Square Bishop Square SWLO 10,300 1,048 10

Blanchardstown Blanchardstown SWLO 9,189 1,553 17

Boyle Longford SWBO 1,305 181 14

Bray Bray SWLO 6,114 405 7

Buncrana Buncrana SWLO 5,977 552 9

Cahir Clonmel SWBO 1,485 115 8

Cahirciveen Cahirciveen SWLO 1,060 90 8

Carlow Carlow SWLO 4,298 186 4

Carrickmacross Dundalk SWBO 2,003 173 9

Carrick-on-Shannon Carrick-on-Shannon SWLO 3,188 181 6

Carrick-on-Suir Waterford SWBO 2,263 268 12

Carrigaline Carrigaline SWLO 2,924 334 11

Cashel Clonmel SWBO 1,346 124 9

Castlebar Castlebar SWLO 2,879 326 11

Castleblaney Dundalk SWBO 2,215 156 7

Castlepollard Mullingar SWBO 1,655 247 15

Castlerea Ballina SWBO 2,325 374 16

Cavan Cavan SWLO 7,290 730 10

Claremorris Ballina SWBO 1,920 237 12

Clifden Clifden SWLO 1,596 58 4

Clonakilty Carrigaline SWBO 1,531 133 9

Clondalkin Clondalkin SWLO 11,254 1,361 12

Clones Dundalk SWBO 1,003 61 6

Clonmel Clonmel SWLO 3,163 179 6
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Local Office Parent Office SWLO/ Claimload Pending % Pending
SWBO

Cobh Cobh SWLO 1,299 30 2

Coolock Coolock SWLO 5,946 837 14

Cork Cork SWLO 22,320 3,194 14

Dingle Tralee SWBO 967 22 2

Donegal Donegal CO SWBO 1,841 98 5

Drogheda Drogheda SWLO 9,205 1,106 12

Dun Laoghaire Dun Laoghaire SWLO 8,795 941 11

Dundalk Dundalk SWLO 7,560 322 4

Dunfanaghy Dunfanaghy SWLO 1,897 62 3

Dungarvan Waterford SWBO 2,596 320 12

Dungloe Dungloe SWLO 2,648 106 4

Edenderry Mullingar SWBO 2,611 391 15

Ennis Ennis SWLO 7,117 588 8

Enniscorthy Wexford SWBO 5,352 757 14

Ennistymon Ennis SWBO 2,073 179 9

Fermoy Mallow CO SWBO 3,189 442 14

Finglas Finglas SWLO 6,410 395 6

Galway Galway SWLO 14,746 1,995 14

Gorey Wexford SWBO 4,628 613 13

Gort Ennis SWBO 1,842 230 12

Kells Navan SWBO 2,250 320 14

Kenmare Kenmare SWLO 915 25 3

Kilbarrack Kilbarrack SWLO 6,158 415 7

Kilkenny Kilkenny SWLO 7,136 474 7

Killarney Killarney SWLO 3,882 527 14

Killorglin Tralee SWBO 1,637 60 4

Killybegs Donegal CO SWBO 1,515 65 4

Kilmallock Newcastlewest SWBO 3,158 340 11

Kilrush Ennis SWBO 1,774 188 11

King’s Inns Street King’s Inns Street SWLO 8,873 546 6

Kinsale Carrigaline SWBO 1,581 124 8

Letterkenny Letterkenny SWLO 6,701 262 4

Limerick Limerick SWLO 17,099 2,065 12

Listowel Listowel SWLO 3,702 340 9

Longford Longford SWLO 6,395 915 14

Loughrea Loughrea SWLO 3,037 444 15

Macroom Mallow CO SWBO 2,343 390 17

Mallow Mallow CO SWBO 3,085 359 12

Manorhamilton Manorhamilton SWLO 1,147 28 2

Maynooth Ballyfermot SWBO 6,910 722 10

Midleton Carrigaline SWBO 3,756 392 10

Monaghan Dundalk SWBO 3,172 212 7

Muine Bheag Carlow SWBO 2,158 122 6

Mullingar Mullingar SWLO 5,893 1,063 18

Navan Navan SWLO 6,509 1,474 23

Navan Road Navan Road SWLO 7,360 1,207 16
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Local Office Parent Office SWLO/ Claimload Pending % Pending
SWBO

Nenagh Thurles SWBO 3,420 235 7

New Ross Wexford SWBO 3,911 432 11

Newbridge Newbridge SWLO 11,130 1,578 14

Newcastle West Newcastlewest SWLO 4,013 289 7

Newmarket Listowel SWBO 2,517 375 15

Nutgrove Nutgrove SWLO 6,041 360 6

Portarlington Tullamore SWBO 3,701 353 10

Portlaoise Kilkenny SWBO 4,390 667 15

Rathdowney Kilkenny SWBO 1,393 194 14

Roscommon Longford SWBO 1,592 149 9

Roscrea Thurles SWBO 1,629 72 4

Skibbereen Bantry CO SWBO 1,752 171 10

Sligo Sligo SWLO 5,224 408 8

Swinford Ballina SWBO 2,168 283 13

Swords Swords SWLO 5,279 605 11

Tallaght Tallaght SWLO 1,1879 976 8

Thomas Street Thomas Street SWLO 5,310 332 6

Thomastown Waterford SWBO 1,689 246 15

Thurles Thurles SWLO 3,438 179 5

Tipperary Clonmel SWBO 1,980 146 7

Tralee Tralee SWLO 8,553 308 4

Trim Navan SWBO 4,145 936 23

Tuam Loughrea SWBO 4,440 463 10

Tubbercurry Sligo SWBO 1,275 23 2

Tulla Ennis SWBO 1,806 160 9

Tullamore Tullamore SWLO 4,656 251 5

Tullow Carlow SWBO 1,784 112 6

Waterford Waterford SWLO 14,533 1,716 12

Westport Westport SWLO 2,478 102 4

Wexford Wexford SWLO 7,910 751 9

Wicklow Arklow SWBO 2,481 109 4

Youghal Carrigaline SWBO 2,074 145 7

513,810 52,815 10

The figure of 52,815 (Pending) includes 1,007 Jobseeker’s Benefit Credits Only claims.

Table 3 — Claims pending in local offices at week-ending 10 Apr 2010

(In order of highest percentage)

Local Office Parent Office SWLO/ Claimload Pending % Pending
SWBO

Navan Navan SWLO 6,509 1,474 23

Trim Navan SWBO 4,145 936 23

Mullingar Mullingar SWLO 5,893 1,063 18

Blanchardstown Blanchardstown SWLO 9,189 1,553 17

Macroom Mallow CO SWBO 2,343 390 17

Navan Road Navan Road SWLO 7,360 1,207 16
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Local Office Parent Office SWLO/ Claimload Pending % Pending
SWBO

Castlerea Ballina SWBO 2,325 374 16

Portlaoise Kilkenny SWBO 4,390 667 15

Edenderry Mullingar SWBO 2,611 391 15

Castlepollard Mullingar SWBO 1,655 247 15

Balbriggan Balbriggan SWLO 5,461 815 15

Newmarket Listowel SWBO 2,517 375 15

Loughrea Loughrea SWLO 3,037 444 15

Thomastown Waterford SWBO 1,689 246 15

Cork Cork SWLO 22,320 3,194 14

Longford Longford SWLO 6,395 915 14

Kells Navan SWBO 2,250 320 14

Newbridge Newbridge SWLO 11,130 1,578 14

Enniscorthy Wexford SWBO 5,352 757 14

Coolock Coolock SWLO 5,946 837 14

Rathdowney Kilkenny SWBO 1,393 194 14

Boyle Longford SWBO 1,305 181 14

Fermoy Mallow CO SWBO 3,189 442 14

Killarney Killarney SWLO 3,882 527 14

Galway Galway SWLO 14,746 1,995 14

Gorey Wexford SWBO 4,628 613 13

Swinford Ballina SWBO 2,168 283 13

Ardee Drogheda SWBO 2,801 362 13

Gort Ennis SWBO 1,842 230 12

Claremorris Ballina SWBO 1,920 237 12

Dungarvan Waterford SWBO 2,596 320 12

Bandon Carrigaline SWBO 1,890 229 12

Clondalkin Clondalkin SWLO 11,254 1,361 12

Limerick Limerick SWLO 17,099 2,065 12

Drogheda Drogheda SWLO 9,205 1,106 12

Athy Newbridge SWBO 3,084 370 12

Carrick-on-Suir Waterford SWBO 2,263 268 12

Waterford Waterford SWLO 14,533 1,716 12

Ballina Ballina SWLO 4,270 498 12

Mallow Mallow CO SWBO 3,085 359 12

Swords Swords SWLO 5,279 605 11

Carrigaline Carrigaline SWLO 2,924 334 11

Castlebar Castlebar SWLO 2,879 326 11

Bantry Bantry CO SWBO 1,619 181 11

New Ross Wexford SWBO 3,911 432 11

Kilmallock Newcastlewest SWBO 3,158 340 11

Ballyconnell Cavan SWBO 1,557 167 11

Dun Laoghaire Dun Laoghaire SWLO 8,795 941 11

Baltinglass Newbridge SWBO 1,792 190 11

Kilrush Ennis SWBO 1,774 188 11

Maynooth Ballyfermot SWBO 6,910 722 10

Midleton Carrigaline SWBO 3,756 392 10
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Local Office Parent Office SWLO/ Claimload Pending % Pending
SWBO

Tuam Loughrea SWBO 4,440 463 10

Bantry CO Bantry CO SWLO 442 45 10

Bishop Square Bishop Square SWLO 10,300 1,048 10

Cavan Cavan SWLO 7,290 730 10

Athlone Athlone SWLO 4,836 481 10

Ballinrobe Loughrea SWBO 1,457 143 10

Skibbereen Bantry CO SWBO 1,752 171 10

Portarlington Tullamore SWBO 3,701 353 10

Wexford Wexford SWLO 7,910 751 9

Roscommon Longford SWBO 1,592 149 9

Buncrana Buncrana SWLO 5,977 552 9

Cashel Clonmel SWBO 1,346 124 9

Listowel Listowel SWLO 3,702 340 9

Tulla Ennis SWBO 1,806 160 9

Clonakilty Carrigaline SWBO 1,531 133 9

Carrickmacross Dundalk SWBO 2,003 173 9

Ennistymon Ennis SWBO 2,073 179 9

Birr Athlone SWBO 2,600 221 9

Cahirciveen Cahirciveen SWLO 1,060 90 8

Ennis Ennis SWLO 7,117 588 8

Tallaght Tallaght SWLO 11,879 976 8

Ballinasloe Athlone SWBO 2,961 238 8

Kinsale Carrigaline SWBO 1,581 124 8

Sligo Sligo SWLO 5,224 408 8

Cahir Clonmel SWBO 1,485 115 8

Tipperary Clonmel SWBO 1,980 146 7

Newcastle West Newcastlewest SWLO 4,013 289 7

Castleblaney Dundalk SWBO 2,215 156 7

Youghal Carrigaline SWBO 2,074 145 7

Nenagh Thurles SWBO 3,420 235 7

Kilbarrack Kilbarrack SWLO 6,158 415 7

Monaghan Dundalk SWBO 3,172 212 7

Kilkenny Kilkenny SWLO 7,136 474 7

Bray Bray SWLO 6,114 405 7

Tullow Carlow SWBO 1,784 112 6

Thomas Street Thomas Street SWLO 5,310 332 6

Apollo House Apollo House SWLO 3,024 189 6

Finglas Finglas SWLO 6,410 395 6

King’s Inns Street King’s Inns Street SWLO 8,873 546 6

Ballyshannon Donegal CO SWBO 1,870 114 6

Clones Dundalk SWBO 1,003 61 6

Nutgrove Nutgrove SWLO 6,041 360 6

Carrick-on-Shannon Carrick-on-Shannon SWLO 3,188 181 6

Clonmel Clonmel SWLO 3,163 179 6

Muine Bheag Carlow SWBO 2,158 122 6

Tullamore Tullamore SWLO 4,656 251 5

Donegal Donegal CO SWBO 1,841 98 5
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Local Office Parent Office SWLO/ Claimload Pending % Pending
SWBO

Ballyfermot Ballyfermot SWLO 3,821 199 5

Thurles Thurles SWLO 3,438 179 5

Ballybofey Donegal CO SWBO 3,209 145 5

Ballymun Ballymun SWLO 3,210 143 4

Roscrea Thurles SWBO 1,629 72 4

Wicklow Arklow SWBO 2,481 109 4

Carlow Carlow SWLO 4,298 186 4

Killybegs Donegal CO SWBO 1,515 65 4

Dundalk Dundalk SWLO 7,560 322 4

Belmullet Belmullet SWLO 1,363 58 4

Westport Westport SWLO 2,478 102 4

Dungloe Dungloe SWLO 2,648 106 4

Letterkenny Letterkenny SWLO 6,701 262 4

Killorglin Tralee SWBO 1,637 60 4

Clifden Clifden SWLO 1,596 58 4

Tralee Tralee SWLO 8,553 308 4

Dunfanaghy Dunfanaghy SWLO 1,897 62 3

Arklow Arklow SWLO 3,891 118 3

Kenmare Kenmare SWLO 915 25 3

Manorhamilton Manorhamilton SWLO 1,147 28 2

Cobh Cobh SWLO 1,299 30 2

Dingle Tralee SWBO 967 22 2

Tubbercurry Sligo SWBO 1,275 23 2

Achill Achill SWLO 590 4 1

513,810 52,815 10

Table 4 — Average Processing times for Jobseeker claims in March 2010 by Local Office in alphabetical order

JB JA

National Avg 2.12 7.10

Achill 0.08 0.37

Apollo House 0.72 2.79

Ardee 3.48 11.65

Arklow 0.81 3.03

Athlone 2.26 4.60

Athy 2.68 10.59

Balbriggan 2.72 11.89

Ballina 4.52 6.72

Ballinasloe 1.91 5.79

Ballinrobe 1.97 7.39

Ballybofey 2.10 3.20

Ballyconnell 2.41 6.55

Ballyfermot 1.38 3.31

Ballymun 2.16 4.56

Ballyshannon 1.18 2.47
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JB JA

Baltinglass 1.53 8.43

Bandon 4.43 6.27

Bantry 2.61 7.99

Bantry Co 3.17 8.89

Belmullet 0.63 1.56

Birr 1.07 4.97

Bishop Square 1.45 9.00

Blanchardstown 1.57 11.83

Boyle 3.48 8.98

Bray 1.22 3.13

Buncrana 2.30 7.18

Cahir 2.30 1.37

Cahirciveen 1.84 5.67

Carlow 1.25 2.80

Carrickmacross 1.72 6.44

Carrick-On-Shannon 0.68 3.52

Carrick-On-Suir 3.58 6.83

Carrigaline 1.05 3.85

Cashel 0.90 2.69

Castlebar 2.99 9.51

Castleblayney 1.17 3.49

Castlepollard 3.61 11.70

Castlerea 3.85 12.80

Cavan 2.43 7.10

Claremorris 4.72 13.55

Clifden 2.30 3.78

Clonakilty 2.90 6.62

Clondalkin 3.02 6.06

Clones 1.30 3.40

Clonmel 1.43 2.87

Cobh 0.73 3.43

Coolock LO 2.59 6.92

Cork 1.64 12.20

Dingle 0.64 3.78

Donegal 2.44 4.71

Drogheda 2.99 9.07

Dundalk 0.61 3.03

Dunfanaghy 1.52 2.17

Dungarvan 2.80 9.69

Dungloe 2.15 1.98

Dun Laoghaire 1.37 4.78

Edenderry 2.63 12.08

Ennis 1.75 6.73

Enniscorthy 2.90 12.14

Ennistymon 3.39 8.18

Fermoy 3.16 6.08

Finglas 0.73 4.85

Galway 2.64 12.47
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JB JA

Gorey 2.75 11.12

Gort 3.13 12.48

Kells 2.39 6.81

Kenmare 0.90 3.08

Kilbarrack 1.16 5.16

Kilkenny 1.35 4.79

Killarney 1.39 12.74

Killorglin 1.03 2.55

Killybegs 0.78 1.92

Kilmallock 1.11 1.94

Kilrush 3.25 7.86

Kings Inns Street Local Office 1.23 3.68

Kinsale 1.98 6.80

Letterkenny 1.37 4.09

Limerick 3.36 7.77

Listowel 2.07 6.52

Longford 2.99 8.87

Loughrea 1.45 10.41

Macroom 4.45 6.03

Mallow Branch Office 2.99 5.02

Manorhamilton 0.65 1.66

Maynooth 2.83 5.76

Midleton 2.80 5.36

Monaghan 1.98 3.76

Muine Bheag 1.26 3.91

Mullingar 4.97 16.84

Navan 3.48 15.56

Navan Road 1.96 16.66

Nenagh 2.04 3.07

Newbridge 2.12 7.82

Newcastle West 1.13 3.68

Newmarket 4.56 8.43

New Ross 3.28 9.95

Nutgrove 0.88 2.07

Portarlington 2.15 8.53

Portlaoise 2.78 6.18

Rathdowney 2.95 8.27

Roscommon 2.87 6.78

Roscrea 1.23 2.23

Skibbereen 2.25 6.72

Sligo 1.68 4.77

Swinford 4.19 13.01

Swords LO 3.56 5.33

Tallaght 1.66 5.70

Thomas Street 1.20 3.83

Thomastown 2.58 5.76

Thurles 0.56 2.18
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Tipperary 1.45 3.11

Tralee 1.47 2.64

Trim 4.94 10.81

Tuam 1.27 7.67

Tubbercurry 0.37 4.42

Tulla 3.26 6.41

Tullamore Control Office 1.13 3.99

Tullow 1.94 5.45

Waterford 2.54 9.28

Westport 2.61 1.40

Wexford 2.87 6.40

Wicklow 1.14 2.32

Youghal 2.52 5.27

Table 5: Appeals Pending at 31/3/2010 and Average Appeals Processing Times

Appeals Pending At Average Time Taken to
31/3/2010 Process appeals***

Adoptive Benefit 1 66.3

Blind Pension 8 27.9

Carers Allowance 1,414 26.6

Carers Benefit 74 19.9

Child Benefit 1,457 36.1

Domiciliary Care Allowance 933 15.6

Disability Allowance 3,406 26.2

Illness Benefit 3,133 27.3

Deserted Wives Benefit 3 32.1

Farm Assist 138 24.7

Bereavement Grant 26 14.8

Family Income Supplement 88 20.0

Invalidity Pension 640 30.2

Liable Relatives 13 25.6

One Parent Family Payment 592 24.4

Maternity Benefit 14 10.5

State Pension (Contributory) 196 32.3

State Pension (Non-Contributory) 203 27.6

State Pension (Transition) 10 36.7

Occupational Injury Benefit 23 33.1

Occupational Injury Benefit (Medical) 46 35.3

Disablement Pension 200 34.8

Death Benefit Pension 1 45.3

Incapacity Supplement 8 37.0

Guardian’s Payment (Contributory) 19 23.3

Guardian’s Payment (Non-Contributory) 8 16.5

Pre-Retirement Allowance 0 19.1

Jobseeker’s Allowance (Means) 2,461 22.7

Jobseeker’s Allowance 2,892 18.8
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Appeals Pending At Average Time Taken to
31/3/2010 Process appeals***

Jobseeker’s Benefit 708 18.2

JA/JB Fraud Control 4 53.1

Respite Care Grant 153 24.7

Insurability of Employment 87 37.8

Supplementary Welfare Allowance 211 9.5

Treatment Benefits 6 12.9

Survivor’s Pension (Contributory) 14 26.4

Survivor’s Pension (Non-Contributory) 12 21.6

Widowed Parent Grant 1 20.0

Unemployment Levels.

116. Deputy Arthur Morgan asked the Taoiseach the number of persons employed in the
farming and fishing sectors in County Donegal on a yearly basis for the past ten years.
[15551/10]

Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy John Curran): The exact
information requested by the Deputy is not available.

The Quarterly National Household Survey (QNHS) is the official source of estimates relating
to the labour force. It provides estimates at State and regional levels but does not provide data
for counties or smaller areas.

Table 1 give details of the estimated number of persons employed in the Agriculture, forestry
and fishing sector from 2000 to 2009, in the Border region. For comparison purposes figures
for the other seven NUTS 3 Regions are also presented in the table.

Table 2 gives details from the Census of Population for the years 2002 and 2006 on the
number of persons in County Donegal, aged 15 years and over, at work, in the Agriculture,
forestry and fishing sector.

Table 1: Persons aged 15 and over in employment (ILO) in the Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing sector1 classified
by NUTS3 region, 2nd quarters 2000-2009

’000

Region Q2 Q2 Q2 Q2 Q2 Q2 Q2 Q2 Q2 Q2
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Border 19.2 19.2 19.2 17.4 19.1 20.3 18.0 16.5 17.6 14.2

Midland 9.7 9.7 10.1 9.7 8.9 7.7 8.3 9.2 9.4 6.9

West 25.0 23.8 21.6 19.7 19.4 18.2 18.0 17.2 20.1 18.1

Dublin 4.4 3.5 3.5 3.4 1.0 1.5 2.2 1.6 1.1 1.0

Mid-East 11.1 11.2 11.0 11.6 10.3 10.5 10.5 11.3 14.6 9.9

Mid-West 13.5 12.9 15.6 13.1 14.3 13.0 12.6 12.2 12.6 11.4

South-East 23.5 22.1 21.4 19.9 20.8 19.1 18.1 20.5 20.7 16.3

South-West 23.7 20.9 22.3 22.0 19.9 19.6 21.3 20.0 18.6 19.2

Total persons 130.1 123.5 124.7 116.8 113.8 109.8 108.9 108.5 114.8 97.2
1There is a break in series between 2003 and 2004 data as the classification changed from NACE Rev 1.1 to NACE
Rev 2.

Source: Quarterly National Houehold Survey, Central Statistics Office.
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Table 2: Persons in County Donegal, aged 15 years and over, at work, in the Farming and Fishing Industries, 2002
and 2006

persons

2002 2006

Total at work Agriculture, forestry Total at work Agriculture, forestry
and fishing and fishing

Donegal 48,379 4,042 56,670 3,796

State 1,641,587 97,281 1,930,042 89,277

Seanad Reform.

117. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Taoiseach his plans to have a referendum on Seanad
Reform or the abolition of the Seanad; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[14475/10]

The Taoiseach: As the Deputy may be aware, the Minister for the Environment, Heritage
and Local Government chaired an All-Party Group on Seanad Reform, the aim of which was
to establish the extent of cross party agreement on this issue. While all political parties agreed
that there should be significant reform of the Seanad, there was no cross-party consensus on
major constitutional reform.

Skills Strategy.

118. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Taoiseach the progress made to date in establishing
a centre for financial services skills; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14476/10]

The Taoiseach: The concept of a Centre for Financial Services Skills arose during the con-
sideration being given to the level of world class skills, education and training required to
sustain and further develop the international financial services industry in this country.
Addressing the skills needs of the industry both in terms of quality and quantity was seen as
one of paramount importance to the continued success of the industry.

With this in mind, and before the establishment of such a body, the Expert Group on Future
Skills Needs was requested by the Clearing House Group to examine the skills needs of the
entire international financial services industry and to put in place a strategy to ensure a con-
tinued and sustainable supply of skills to meet the needs of employers. This Group produced
their report in December 2007. From the study and the research undertaken by the Expert
Group it was clear that no one academic institution had the capacity alone to cater for all the
highly desired skill sets identified as being in short supply. This changed the emphasis from the
idea of a physical location, i.e., a Centre, towards an education initiative to address the shortage
of skill sets required for the industry, some at entry level and others at medium stage level.

A Subgroup on Skills was mandated by the Clearing House Group, at its meeting on 12 June
2008, to bring forward immediate action to address the findings of the Expert Group. The
Subgroup developed a proposal referred to as the “Fenero Initiative” which included the key
elements of what now forms the Finuas Networks Programme (Finuas). The model involved
co-investment by the State and firms, which had proven to be highly successful in the Skillnets
Training Networks Programme since 1999 in a range of sectors and regions. Skillnets Ltd was
appointed by the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment as the managing agent
for Finuas in late November 2008.
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The Finuas Networks Programme is dedicated to specialised training within the international
financial services industry and is jointly funded by the Government and companies within the
industry. Finuas is envisaged to run for up to 5 years with €1m allocated from the National
Training Fund in both 2009 and 2010. Finuas aims to support the industry in maintaining
Ireland’s position as a top international financial services centre through investment in the
specialist skills and expertise of its workforce.

Electoral Districts.

119. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Taoiseach the age distribution of the population in
each electoral district of Dublin North Central in the latest revision; the distribution by social
class in each electoral district; and the distribution of permanent private households by year
their house was built in each electoral district. [14482/10]

Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy John Curran): The infor-
mation requested by the Deputy is contained in the following tables.

It should be noted that the information was taken from the Census 2006, but that the figures
are for the Revised Dublin North Central as per the Report on Dáil and European Parliament
Constituencies 2007.

Private dwellings in permanent housing units in Revised Dublin North Central, classified by period in which built

DED Before 1919 1941 1961 1971 1981 1991 1996 2001 Not Total
1919 to to to to to to to or stated

1940 1960 1970 1980 1990 1995 2000 later

022 Beaumont B 1 1 45 339 481 38 60 281 124 161 1,531

023 Beaumont C 4 29 442 468 45 63 11 13 115 58 1,248

024 Beaumont D 0 0 6 49 505 28 84 16 8 22 718

025 Beaumont E 3 78 196 259 171 2 3 3 14 43 772

026 Beaumont F 17 64 295 218 221 53 316 26 30 40 1,280

037 Clontarf East A 12 34 815 155 98 40 4 7 74 25 1,264

038 Clontarf East B 175 511 707 111 269 253 114 67 208 127 2,542

039 Clontarf East C 98 303 180 34 149 156 50 18 50 49 1,087

040 Clontarf East D 172 167 364 46 39 110 47 13 23 65 1,046

041 Clontarf East E 12 276 159 30 40 22 26 11 6 12 594

042 Clontarf West A 45 199 545 85 79 155 95 63 33 50 1,349

043 Clontarf West B 3 124 671 57 35 19 3 0 28 41 981

044 Clontarf West C 425 198 184 22 75 234 80 58 212 83 1,571

045 Clontarf West D 183 458 95 39 23 59 20 8 15 44 944

046 Clontarf West E 30 770 68 11 3 3 6 16 5 21 933

047 Drumcondra South A 346 253 284 38 107 46 58 45 153 151 1,481

050 Edenmore 0 9 94 740 23 9 17 27 26 19 964

058 Grace Park 22 549 314 109 374 355 104 29 144 124 2,124

064 Harmonstown A 0 8 396 436 141 37 4 5 16 19 1,062

065 Harmonstown B 0 23 678 121 25 3 4 9 23 73 959

069 Kilmore A 4 5 23 246 40 154 319 56 253 73 1,173

070 Kilmore B 1 7 56 557 88 12 10 32 16 215 994

071 Kilmore C 1 5 42 392 18 1 0 0 3 26 488

072 Kilmore D 12 11 53 411 188 27 3 21 16 51 793

Total 1,566 4,082 6,712 4,973 3,237 1,879 1,438 824 1,595 1,592 27,898
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Population usually resident in Revised Dublin North Central, classified by age group

DED 0-4 5- 9 10-14 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75-79 80-84 85 Total
years years years years years years years years years years years years years years years years years years

and
over

022 Beaumont B 314 230 196 221 450 568 454 320 270 213 217 420 349 175 112 95 56 49 4,709

023 Beaumont C 143 119 112 163 202 225 209 210 184 202 123 102 182 273 286 186 104 33 3,058

024 Beaumont D 99 160 179 206 244 219 111 114 192 184 217 232 112 67 33 16 10 3 2,398

025 Beaumont E 82 81 109 112 158 209 164 103 137 93 110 150 185 168 124 70 28 19 2,102

026 Beaumont F 166 221 192 160 417 444 230 219 276 206 187 234 167 177 120 100 68 39 3,623

037 Clontarf East A 187 181 190 170 186 183 174 203 251 256 192 143 121 161 176 218 146 106 3,244

038 Clontarf East B 351 392 422 409 477 562 494 417 464 494 477 372 280 241 254 210 159 146 6,621

039 Clontarf East C 167 176 188 183 234 225 162 172 219 245 198 177 141 97 123 98 70 56 2,931

040 Clontarf East D 111 157 166 150 153 201 158 162 215 209 160 141 121 94 146 155 76 58 2,633

041 Clontarf East E 104 98 76 88 107 127 91 105 126 113 101 100 60 39 75 76 67 92 1,645

042 Clontarf West A 220 186 175 189 279 281 212 256 293 257 238 138 101 146 147 137 132 59 3,446

043 Clontarf West B 120 115 108 151 193 210 233 187 154 173 147 141 118 96 109 65 48 47 2,415

044 Clontarf West C 176 129 138 133 284 533 439 265 254 240 198 175 110 97 75 78 65 70 3,459

045 Clontarf West D 74 53 54 76 233 328 272 166 140 127 118 71 55 73 73 72 64 42 2,091

046 Clontarf West E 117 129 111 128 185 190 181 148 189 165 114 101 84 106 131 124 78 62 2,343

047 Drumcondra 184 174 172 212 491 527 348 255 249 279 225 185 130 107 118 99 81 72 3,908
South A

050 Edenmore 139 145 162 186 166 160 149 200 217 180 141 84 84 258 188 133 86 52 2,730

058 Grace Park 283 306 370 420 630 579 330 347 435 420 362 381 278 209 220 149 104 117 5,940

064 Harmonstown A 113 140 149 175 218 212 163 171 187 191 193 115 205 248 147 127 63 27 2,844

065 Harmonstown B 153 159 145 203 176 166 154 196 213 197 161 94 69 79 131 176 128 41 2,641

069 Kilmore A 319 356 250 181 266 344 301 415 357 213 87 52 100 129 63 35 15 8 3,491

070 Kilmore B 159 192 203 238 184 153 197 272 250 131 75 76 136 248 180 82 28 11 2,815

071 Kilmore C 79 123 106 132 91 88 90 137 113 65 34 35 72 139 99 27 14 5 1,449

072 Kilmore D 98 101 136 144 179 158 136 133 156 150 110 123 174 218 144 70 25 22 2,277

Total 3,958 4,123 4,109 4,430 6,203 6,892 5,452 5,173 5,541 5,003 4,185 3,842 3,434 3,645 3,274 2,598 1,715 1,236 74,813
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Population in Revised Dublin North Central, classified by social class

DED Professional Managerial Non- Skilled Semi- Unskilled All other Total
workers and manual manual skilled gainfully

technical occupied
and

unknown

022 Beaumont B 264 1,173 904 762 474 101 1,031 4,709

023 Beaumont C 121 700 668 525 325 93 626 3,058

024 Beaumont D 100 808 588 462 204 49 187 2,398

025 Beaumont E 104 624 510 337 210 37 280 2,102

026 Beaumont F 196 1,085 839 569 313 68 553 3,623

037 Clontarf East A 240 1,031 692 511 267 39 464 3,244

038 Clontarf East B 1,033 2,556 1,133 577 313 63 946 6,621

039 Clontarf East C 497 1,299 545 155 97 29 309 2,931

040 Clontarf East D 402 1,038 494 150 119 26 404 2,633

041 Clontarf East E 218 649 299 142 76 8 253 1,645

042 Clontarf West A 294 1,044 722 516 310 84 476 3,446

043 Clontarf West B 99 419 376 484 381 174 482 2,415

044 Clontarf West C 532 1,323 638 267 222 47 430 3,459

045 Clontarf West D 149 473 467 299 212 79 412 2,091

046 Clontarf West E 163 718 518 353 201 78 312 2,343

047 Drumcondra 470 1,242 625 346 246 69 910 3,908
South A

050 Edenmore 46 452 483 663 429 192 465 2,730

058 Grace Park 473 1,887 1,204 788 434 195 959 5,940

064 Harmonstown A 97 562 613 658 443 109 362 2,844

065 Harmonstown B 99 486 545 533 407 123 448 2,641

069 Kilmore A 138 713 713 683 313 161 770 3,491

070 Kilmore B 17 289 376 482 437 207 1,007 2,815

071 Kilmore C 11 99 247 346 232 109 405 1,449

072 Kilmore D 48 431 437 495 268 85 513 2,277

Total 5,811 21,101 14,636 11,103 6,933 2,225 13,004 74,813

Departmental Bodies.

120. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Taoiseach the steps he has taken and will take to
implement the innovation taskforce’s key recommendation (details supplied); and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [14750/10]

The Taoiseach: As the Deputy is aware, I launched the Report of the Innovation Taskforce
in the Science Gallery, Trinity College on 11 March. As I stated at the launch, I very much
welcome the Report which provides a roadmap for one of the five Action Areas in the Smart
Economy Framework and complements the progress which has already been made on other
aspects of the strategy. Specifically, it endorses the Government’s vision for Ireland as a Global
Innovation Hub and suggests that we have the potential to achieve this goal. The Report has
made a wide range of recommendations, some involving new initiatives while others call for a
reinforcement and better alignment of existing efforts and programmes.

The Government will shortly announce the establishment of a High Level Implementation
Committee to consider and oversee the implementation of the Taskforce’s Report. This Com-
mittee will reflect the recent changes in Departmental structures and responsibilities including
the increased emphasis on innovation as part of the refocussed Department of Enterprise,
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Trade and Innovation, as well as some specific re-allocations of Departmental responsibilities
which will be supportive in progressing the Taskforce’s recommendations. In the meantime,
progress is already underway in a number of Government Departments in prioritising imple-
mentation of Taskforce recommendations which can be progressed in the short term.

Departmental Equipment.

121. Deputy Damien English asked the Taoiseach the number of personal computers and
laptops currently deployed within his Department and each agency under its aegis in tabular
form. [14887/10]

The Taoiseach: There is currently one agency under the aegis of my Department, the
National Economic and Social Development Office (NESDO). The number of personal com-
puters and laptops currently deployed are set out below. Department of the Taoiseach details

Device Number in Use

PC’s 237

Laptops 84

NESDO Details

Device Number in Use

PC’s 26

Laptops 14

122. Deputy Damien English asked the Taoiseach the number of photocopiers, laser printers,
inkjet printers and multifunctional devices currently deployed within his Department and each
agency under its aegis in tabular readable form. [14902/10]

The Taoiseach: There is currently one agency under the aegis of my Department, the
National Economic and Social Development Office (NESDO). The number of photocopiers,
laser printers, inkjet printers and multifunctional devices currently deployed are set out below.
Department of the Taoiseach Details

Device Number in Use

Photocopiers 20

Laser Printers 87

Inkjet Printers 70

Multifunctional Devices 16

NESDO Details

Device Number in Use

Photocopiers 0

Laser Printers 27

Inkjet Printers 0

Multifunctional Devices 3
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Departmental Expenditure.

123. Deputy Damien English asked the Taoiseach the total spend by his Department and
each agency under its aegis on printer consumables (details supplied) for each of the years
2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 in tabular form. [14917/10]

The Taoiseach: There is currently one agency under the aegis of my Department, the
National Economic and Social Development Office (NESDO). The total spend on printer
consumables for each of the years 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 is set out below.

Department of the Taoiseach details

Year Total Amount Spent

€

2006 74,157.69

2007 123,835.87

2008 120,711.21

2009 111,017.98

2010 8,272.08

NESDO details

Year Total Amount Spent

€

2006 5,495.37

2007 1,443.84

2008 6,134.90

2009 3,456.26

2010 139.71

124. Deputy Damien English asked the Taoiseach if he will detail in tabular form, the number
of reams of A4 sized paper and A3 sized paper purchased in 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and to date
in 2010 by his Department and each agency under its aegis; and the proportion of which is
100% recycled paper. [14932/10]

The Taoiseach: The information requested is set out in the tables below for my Department
and NESDO, which is the only agency under the aegis of my Department.

Department of the Taoiseach

Year Number of A4 Reams Number of A3 Reams Proportion of which is
100% recycled paper

%

2006 5,290 100 98

2007 4,910 15 98

2008 5,100 0 99

2009 4,570 0 97

2010 1,000 0 100
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NESDO

Year Number of A4 Reams Number of A3 Reams Proportion of which is
100% recycled paper

%

2006 701 1 0

2007 1,151 17 21

2008 750 0 0

2009 590 1 0

2010 60 0 0

125. Deputy Jim O’Keeffe asked the Taoiseach further to Parliamentary Question No 114
of 23 March 2010 the details of the travel cost for him and his party associated with Saint
Patrick’s Day 2010. [15734/10]

The Taoiseach: I visited Chicago, Silicon Valley and Washington from March 12th to March
18th, 2010.

I carried out over 25 separate engagements in the course of my visit.

I met with major multinational companies who have invested billions of euro in Ireland. I
also took part in a trade mission involving Irish companies with significant business in the
United States. These companies support thousands of jobs in this country and could potentially
create more jobs here in the future.

I also met with President Obama, Vice President Biden, Speaker Pelosi, Congressional
leaders from the Republican and Democratic parties, the Governor of Illinois and the Mayors
of Chicago and San José.

The updated estimated costs are:

Cost

Hotels

Hotels Chicago €1,764 (average cost per room per night was €126)

San Jose €1,128 (average cost per room per night was €161)

Washington €3,972 (average cost per room per night was €189)

Equipment €2,139

Car Hire

Chicago €2,610

San Jose not yet available

Washington €4,002

Photographer

Washington €1,923

Chicago €600

Gifts €2,127

Other costs €1,610

I expect some relatively small additional costs will arise as payments are processed.
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FÁS Training Programmes.

126. Deputy Simon Coveney asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
number of people that have been taken off the live register to complete the GI1 and GID gas
installation course with FÁS in the last 24 months in tabular form on a monthly basis.
[14715/10]

127. Deputy Simon Coveney asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
level of work experience a person requires in order to complete the FÁS GI1 and GI2 courses
and be qualified as a gas installer. [14716/10]

128. Deputy Simon Coveney asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if
all persons sent on GI1 training courses with FÁS have one years relevant work experience on
GI1 type applications or installations prior to being sent on the course. [14717/10]

129. Deputy Simon Coveney asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if
all persons sent on GID training courses with FÁS have a GI1 training certificate. [14718/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Dara
Calleary): I propose to take Questions Nos. 126 to 129, inclusive, together.

The two main courses that FÁS run are Gas Installer Safety (GIS) and Gas Boiler Installer
Domestic (GID). It no longer runs Gas Installer 1 (GI1) and Gas Installer 2 (GI2) training
programmes.

To be accepted onto the GID training course individuals must have successfully participated
and completed an Advanced Craft Certificate in Plumbing or a Gas Installation & Safety
Certificate (GIS), both of which are FETAC accredited. Possession of a Gas Installer 1 (GI1)
training certificate is not a pre-requisite for entry onto this course.

The entry requirements for acceptance onto a GIS training course are to be in possession of
one or more of the following:

(i) A National Craft Certificate in allied trade/EU equivalent of NCC;

(ii) A City & Guilds Certificate (Advanced) in allied trade;

(iii) A Department of Education Senior Certificate in allied trade;

(iv) A Completion and apprenticeship certificate;

(v) A letter of introduction signed by a nominated person from Bord Gais or Calor Gas or
Flo-Gas in respect of individuals who have relevant experience in the gas industry or,

(vi) An OFTEC/IOI Certificate (issued by the UK Accreditation Service (UKAS)).

The table below sets out the number of persons who were on the Live Register who have
completed the GIS and GID training courses in the last 24 months. Training allowances are
not payable on GIS and GID courses. As the duration of each training course is only 12 days,
on a practical level it is more appropriate to leave those relevant trainees on the Live Register
during their training. This avoids any administrative delay in the payment of social welfare
payments that might ensue as part of the process of rejoining the Live Register on completion
of the training.
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Month/Year Gas Boiler Installer Domestic Gas Installer Safety (GIS)
(GID)

January 2008 1

March 2008 1

April 2008 3

May 2008 2 2

August 2008 1 1

September 2008 2

October 2008 2

November 2008 1

December 2008 2

January 2009 4 12

February 2009 1 2

March 2009 1 7

April 2009 3 23

May 2009 2 4

June 2009 10 24

July 2009 17 36

August 2009 5

September 2009 13 24

October 2009 7 1

November 2009 21 33

December 2009 2 22

January 2010 25

February 2010 30 11

Total 150 208

In addition to the above figures, eight persons have completed training courses in GAS instal-
lation under the Technical Employment Support Grant (TESG).

Prompt Payment System.

130. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if
he has considered shortening the payment time for all public sector invoices to improve the
cash flow of the private sector at this difficult time. [14765/10]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): Public sector
bodies are subject to the European Communities (Late Payment in Commercial Transactions)
Regulations 2002 (S.I. No. 388 of 2002). Under these Regulations, it is an implied term of every
commercial transaction that where a purchaser does not pay for goods or services by the rel-
evant payment date, the supplier shall be entitled to interest (“late payment interest”) on the
amount outstanding. In the absence of any agreed payment date between the parties (i.e.
specified in the contract), late payment interest falls due after 30 days has elapsed, provided
the invoice is not subject to query. Interest applies until such time as payment is made by the
purchaser. The current late payment interest rate from 1 January 2010 is 8% (that is based on
the ECB rate of 1% plus the margin of 7%). The Regulations also provide for compensation
for debt recovery costs.

In accordance with the Government’s Decision of 19 May 2009 all central Government
Departments are now required to pay their business suppliers within 15 days of receipt of a
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valid invoice. As a result, Departments are required to give greater priority to making timely
payments and to ensure that suppliers themselves are aware of how they can assist the process
by meeting the requirements of Departments in relation to the submission of invoices. Depart-
ments are also required to report quarterly to my Department on their performance in meeting
this target.

On the basis of figures published by my Department in respect of the last two quarters of
2009, Government Departments are continuing to make strong efforts to pay their suppliers
within 15 days and are having an impact in assisting Irish SMEs cash flow in the current difficult
economic environment.

I believe there is scope to shorten public sector payment periods in areas beyond the central
Government Departments and I will be bringing forward appropriate proposals shortly.

Departmental Funding.

131. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment,
further to the decision to cease funding to the Dublin Inner City Partnership following which
Pobal indicated its intention to enter into direct funding agreements with the community groups
and organisations affected, if FÁS will do likewise and ensure that all bodies that previously
received FÁS funding via DICP will continue to receive it without gaps or delays. [15751/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Dara
Calleary): FÁS is currently reviewing the situation in consultation with all relevant bodies and
will make every effort to ensure that the Local Employment Services currently provided
through Dublin Inner City Partnership and funded by FÁS will continue to be provided.

Redundancy Payments.

132. Deputy Enda Kenny asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
position regarding statutory redundancy payments in respect of persons who have lost their
jobs at an employer (details supplied) in County Mayo; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [14490/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Dara
Calleary): My Department administers the Social Insurance Fund (SIF) in relation to redun-
dancy matters on behalf of the Department of Social and Family Affairs. There are two types
of payment made from the SIF — rebates to those employers who have paid statutory redun-
dancy to eligible employees, and statutory lump sums to employees whose employers are insol-
vent and/or in receivership/liquidation.

I can confirm to the Deputy that my Department received 36 statutory lump sum claims for
the former employees of this company and one rebate claim over various dates between
November 2009 and February 2010. These claims await processing. In respect of lump sum
claims paid directly to employees such as in this instance, the Section is, in general, processing
claims dating from August 2009.

The impact on business of the current severe economic conditions has resulted in an unpre-
cedented increase in the level of Redundancy Payment claims lodged with my Department.
This has impacted significantly on customer service targets. The scale of the challenge on the
Redundancy side is evident from the statistics that show incoming redundancy claims in 2009
amounted to 77,001 which represents a threefold increase over the level of claims lodged in
2007 and earlier years. In 2007, claims received were of the order of 25,000.
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Efforts continue to be made by my Department to deliver more acceptable turnaround pro-
cessing times for Redundancy payments given the difficulties that this gives rise to for both
individual employees and the business community. Measures already taken in the Department
in 2009 to alleviate the pressures on the Payments area include:

• almost doubling the number of staff through reassignment to a current level of 52 full
time equivalents;

• prioritisation of the Department’s overtime budget towards staff in the both Section to
tackle the backlog outside normal hours;

• establishment of a special call handling facility in NERA to deal with the huge volume
of telephone calls from people and businesses concerned about their payments.

• Better quality information relating to current processing times on the Department’s
website;

• Engagement with the Revenue Commissioners to facilitate the offset of redundancy
rebate payments by employers against outstanding tax liabilities which those employers
owe to the Revenue Commissioners.

The backlog and waiting times remain at unacceptable levels. However, improvements are
evident. The number of claims processed and paid by the Redundancy Payments Section in
2009 amounted to 50,664, an increase of 70% over 2008. In the first quarter of 2010, my Depart-
ment processed 21,122 claims an increase of over 151% on the previous first quarter in 2009.
Claims processed in the month of March 2010 was the highest ever achieved in the Section
with 8,168 claims processed in the month. In the year to date, inroads have been made on the
backlog of claims on hand, which reduced from 41,168 at the end January 2010 to 37,054 at the
end of March 2010.

Responsibility for the payment of redundancy and insolvency payments is due to be trans-
ferred to the Department of Social Protection. The intention is to transfer by Government
order, the payment functions arising under the Redundancy Payment and Insolvency Payment
schemes. In transferring the functions between Departments, it is the intention that this will
operate seamlessly and without any adverse impact on the service levels being experienced by
individuals or the business community awaiting payment of redundancy claims.

Industrial Development.

133. Deputy Seán Sherlock asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
lobbying mechanisms that have been utilised by State agencies to attract new businesses to a
building (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[14542/10]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): The marketing of
individual properties for new or expansion investment is a day-to-day operational matter for
IDA, as part of the statutory responsibilities assigned to it by the Oireachtas.

I have been informed by IDA that the Agency promotes a variety of property solutions in
Fermoy, including the Mill Island office facility, as part of its marketing strategy to secure
valuable investment for the North Cork area.

In relation to the Mill Island facility in particular, IDA Ireland had discussions with the
owners and sent an IDA representative to view the facility to assess its suitability for IDA
client use. As a result, IDA Ireland has listed the facility in its property portfolio of available
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office premises in County Cork and actively promotes the facility in response to specific client
queries. IDA has assured me that it will continue to promote the facility but have stressed that
it is also important the owners of the Mill Island facility and other interested stakeholders
instigate their own marketing programme to promote the facility as widely as possible.

While IDA strives to attract companies across the full range of targeted sectors, it should be
noted that different industry sectors have different property requirements and in the final
analysis it is the investor who decides where to locate.

Departmental Staff.

134. Deputy Jimmy Deenihan asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
number of civil servants processing work permit appeals; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [14551/10]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): There is currently
one civil servant processing work permit appeals in my Department.

Work Permits.

135. Deputy Jimmy Deenihan asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
length of time it takes to process a work permit application for a non-Irish national to work
here; if it is refused, the length of time it takes to process an appeal; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [14552/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Dara
Calleary): Employment permit applications are currently taking 2 to 12 weeks to process
depending on the permit type and the Appeals Officer is examining appeals received in the
week commencing 30th November 2009.

The Employment Permits Section informs me that it is reducing this backlog.

Job Losses.

136. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment when
former workers of a company (details supplied) in County Limerick who have yet to be
awarded the Labour Court recommendations for an additional three weeks’ redundancy pay
despite the approval of the rights commissioner will be awarded their entitlement; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [14618/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Dara
Calleary): In November 2004 the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment
announced a policy change to the Job Initiative Programme that provided for contracts to be
renewed for participants who wished to remain on the scheme thus removing the requirement
for participants to leave. This policy change brought about an amendment to the rules regarding
redundancy payments and allowed for the payment of enhanced redundancy to persons made
redundant after November 2004.

I understand that the matter in question relates to persons employed under a Job Initiative
Scheme who were made redundant in November 2003, prior to the rule change, and therefore
they would not have an entitlement to an enhanced redundancy payment.

Safety at Work.

137. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if
he will support a matter (details supplied). [14658/10]
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Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Dara
Calleary): The issue of occupational disease related financial support falls under the remit of
the Minister for Social and Family Affairs.

My Department’s remit, in relation to asbestos in the workplace, arises under occupational
health and safety policy where the focus is on prevention. The Safety, Health and Welfare at
Work (Exposure to Asbestos) Regulations 2006 (S.I. No. 386 of 2006), which is enforced by
the Health and Safety Authority, places obligations on employers and employees to ensure
that the risk of exposure to asbestos is eliminated or reduced to a minimum and that any
remaining residual risk is adequately controlled in accordance with the legislation.

Departmental Expenditure.

138. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
estimated cost of rebranding his Department in terms of new stationery and the value of old
stationery that will be disposed of, changes to websites, changes to nameplates and other miscel-
laneous costs due to the name changes of his Department; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [14664/10]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): The Department
is not in a position at this juncture to provide an estimate on the costs which will be associated
with changing the name of my Department from Enterprise Trade and Employment to
Enterprise Trade and Innovation. Costs, which are expected to be minimal, will be met from
within my Department’s existing resources.

Ministerial Responsibilities.

139. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
new arrangements and reconfiguration of FÁS; if the agency has been divided or if only minis-
terial responsibility has been divided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14665/10]

140. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if the
new arrangement and reconfiguration of FÁS will require any changes to the Labour Services
Act; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14666/10]

141. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
parts of FÁS that will remain under the responsibility of his Department. [14667/10]

142. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
plans he has to develop the local employment service; if there are plans to integrate it into
FÁS, social welfare or a one-stop-shop for the unemployed; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [14668/10]

176. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
functions of FÁS for which his Department is responsible regarding direction and oversight;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15228/10]

177. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
effect the oversight changes to FÁS announced in the Cabinet reshuffle will have on the labour
market unit within his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15229/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Dara
Calleary): I propose to take Questions Nos. 139 to 142, inclusive, 176 and 177 together.
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The responsibility for all aspects of FÁS will transfer out of my Department. Responsibility
for training and the governance of FÁS will transfer to the Department of Education and
Skills. It is intended that responsibility for the national employment service (including the
local employment service) and employment programmes will move to the Department for
Social Protection.

Work to fully effect the Departmental changes announced by the Taoiseach, including those
relating to labour market policy and programmes, is currently being finalised.

The advice of the Attorney General is currently being sought on the legal issues surrounding
the transfer of these responsibilities to the various Departments.

These changes will be effected by Government Order. Until the Government Order is signed,
responsibility for all FÁS activities rests with my Department.

Redundancy Payments.

143. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment when
a redundancy payment will be issued to a person (details supplied). [14681/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Dara
Calleary): I wish to advise the Deputy that on the basis of the records in the Redundancy
Payments Section of my Department, there is no record of a claim for a redundancy payment
in respect of the individual in question.

County Enterprise Boards.

144. Deputy Paul Connaughton asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment
if there is a list available of mentors who carry out mentoring for small businesses in the County
Galway area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14708/10]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): My Department
provides funding to a number of Agencies, including the County and City Enterprise Boards
and Enterprise Ireland, through whom State assistance is delivered directly to eligible busi-
nesses. The County and City Enterprise Boards provide support to small businesses with 10
employees or fewer. Subject to certain eligibility criteria new and developing enterprises may
qualify for financial support in the form of various grants. In addition the CEBs deliver a range
of non-financial supports to improve the business management capabilities of owner-managers
which can assist in the sustainability and growth of their businesses. Enterprise Ireland provides
assistance to companies with ten or more employees in the indigenous manufacturing and
internationally traded services sectors that wish to expand through increased export activity.
Through its network of 34 overseas offices, Enterprise Ireland assists client companies to create
and implement successful strategies for market entry, development and growth.

Direct mentoring services are amongst the services provided by the County and City
Enterprise Boards and Enterprise Ireland but the precise information requested by the Deputy
is a day-to-day operational matter for the relevant State Agencies and I would not have any
role in gathering or holding such information. Therefore I would suggest that direct contact
should be made, in the first instance, with Galway County and City Enterprise Board to explore
the provision of mentoring assistance to businesses in the Galway area. The Board can be
contacted at Galway County and City Enterprise Board, Wood Quay court, Wood Quay
Galway, tel. 091-565384.
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Departmental Bodies.

145. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
steps he has taken and will take to implement the innovation taskforce’s key recommendation
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14724/10]

146. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
steps he has taken and will take to implement the innovation taskforce’s key recommendation
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14725/10]

147. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
steps he has taken and will take to implement the innovation taskforce’s key recommendation
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14728/10]

148. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
steps he has taken and will take to implement the innovation taskforce’s key recommendation
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14729/10]

149. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
steps he has taken and will take to implement the innovation taskforce’s key recommendation
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14730/10]

150. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
steps he has taken and will take to implement the innovation taskforce’s key recommendation
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14732/10]

151. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
steps he has taken and will take to implement the innovation taskforce’s key recommendation
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14733/10]

152. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
steps he has taken and will take to implement the innovation taskforce’s key recommendation
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14734/10]

153. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
steps he has taken and will take to implement the innovation taskforce’s key recommendation
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14736/10]

154. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
steps he has taken and will take to implement the innovation taskforce’s key recommendation
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14739/10]

155. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
steps he has taken and will take to implement the innovation taskforce’s key recommendation
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14740/10]

156. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
steps he has taken and will take to implement the innovation taskforce’s key recommendation
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14741/10]

157. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
steps he has taken and will take to implement the innovation taskforce’s key recommendation
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14742/10]
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158. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
steps he has taken and will take to implement the innovation taskforce’s key recommendation
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14745/10]

159. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
steps he has taken and will take to implement the innovation taskforce’s key recommendation
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14746/10]

160. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
steps he has taken and will take to implement the innovation taskforce’s key recommendation
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14747/10]

161. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
steps he has taken and will take to implement the innovation taskforce’s key recommendation
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14749/10]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 145 to 161, inclusive, together.

The Innovation Task Force report starts from the premise that Ireland needs to find new
sources of competitive advantage that will provide high quality sustainable jobs and economic
growth. The central premise of the report is a call for a sustained national effort to build a
successful innovation ecosystem centred on innovative enterprises and the entrepreneur. The
Report makes a wide range of recommendations in areas such as intellectual property, venture
capital, the higher education system, procurement, convergence, sectoral issues, taxation,
enterprise agency supports and structures, broadband infrastructure, marketing and imple-
mentation.

The overall importance of the Task Force recommendations is that they constitute a whole
of government approach to realising this important strand of our economic recovery. Given
the subject matter of the Task Force Report and the centrality of my Department’s role in
furthering the objectives of the Smart Economy a very large proportion of the recom-
mendations have been assigned to myself as Minister for ETI and my Department as lead
actors for their implementation.

I have outlined above the sectors comprehended by the recommendations in the Task Force
Report. While the totality of recommendations constitutes a single overarching policy agenda,
there is a considerable range among individual recommendations with regard to envisaged
timescales and costs, whether recommendations are ongoing or once off and whether the
recommendations are new initiatives or build on existing work in progress.

Accordingly, I have, as a priority, asked my Department to review the current state of play
on each of the recommendations for which we have lead responsibility.

This review will enable us to ascertain those issues where we can move immediately to
implementation, where we need to constitute expert working groups as specified by the Task
Force and where we need to engage closely with our agencies and other Government Depart-
ments to progress implementation.

Many of the recommendations have significant cost implications, and as such will need to be
considered by Government in the context of resource re-prioritisation. In due course I can
bring any such proposals to the Cabinet Committee on Economic Renewal for consideration.

As with other lead actors the work of my Department and its associated agencies will be
presented to the High Level Implementation Committee, whose establishment and oversight
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role is provided for in the ITF Report. I propose to discuss with the Taoiseach the optimal
organisation and operation of this body.

Consistent with the focus of the ITF Report the Taoiseach, in his recent Ministerial appoint-
ments, made a point of increasing the Government’s focus on innovation in both the production
and use of ideas, technology and processes. This is because of the importance of innovation as
a key driver of productivity. It is my priority aim as Minister to place innovation at the heart
of enterprise policy, and to that end I will ensure efficient and effective follow up on the ITF
recommendations.

Employment Rights.

162. Deputy Mary Upton asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he
will ensure that a person (details supplied) receives the payments due from their employment
as determined by the Employment Appeals Tribunal; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [14756/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Dara
Calleary): The individual concerned has received a Determination from the Employment
Appeals Tribunal under the Payment of Wages Act 1991. That Determination may be enforced
as if it were an order of the Circuit Court made in civil proceedings by the judge of the Circuit
Court for the place wherein the person in whose favour the decision or determination was
made ordinarily resides.

The individual concerned has also received a Determination from the Employment Appeals
Tribunal under the Terms of Employment (Information) Acts 1994 and 2001. He has a right
to seek an enforcement order from the District Court in respect of that Determination if it has
not been complied with and can also contact the National Employment Rights Authority
(NERA) for assistance in relation to enforcement of this Determination. Contact details for
NERA are as follows:

National Employment Rights Authority (NERA)

Department of Enterprise Trade and Employment

O’Brien Road, Carlow

NERA Enforcement Service Lo-Call 1890 220 200

Email: enforcement@employmentrights.ie

NERA Information Service Lo-Call 1890 80 80 90

Redundancy Payments.

163. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
steps he will take to address the situation when an employer who has failed to pay his
employees any redundancy payments when a company is wound up on the basis of an inability
to pay can then proceed to establish a new company; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [14831/10]

164. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
options open to an employee if their employer has failed to pay them redundancy claiming
inability to pay but that same employer proceeds to establish a new company; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [14832/10]
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Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Dara
Calleary): I propose to take Questions Nos. 163 and 164 together.

Under the Redundancy Payments Acts 1967-2007, the objective is to ensure that statutory
redundancy payments, due to eligible employees on being made redundant, are made in accord-
ance with the legislative provisions. The legislation places the onus, in the first instance, on the
employer to discharge the obligation to pay redundancy entitlement to employees. On so doing,
the employer is entitled, by virtue of the pay related social contributions made to the State, to
recover 60% of the lump sum redundancy payments paid out to employees.

In the case of liquidations/receiverships, the Department acts in locus of the employer and
pays the redundancy lump sums directly to the employees and then seeks to recover from the
appointed liquidator/receiver the 40% which the employer would have been due to pay to
the employees.

In instances where the employer does not formally wind the company up but goes into
informal insolvency and is unable to pay the statutory redundancy entitlements, the Depart-
ment seeks from the employer evidence of inability to pay the entitlements to the employees.
This involves requesting a statement from the company’s Accountant or Solicitor attesting to
the inadequacy of assets to make the redundancy payments and, the latest set of financial
accounts for the company. The employer is also asked to admit liability for the 40% liability
attaching to the company arising from the redundancy payments. If this information is provided
to the Department, the employees are paid their redundancy entitlement from the Social
Insurance Fund. Upon payment, the Department pursues the company for the 40% share which
the company would ordinarily have been expected to pay to the employees. In this instance,
the Minister becomes a preferential creditor in a winding-up situation in recovering amounts
paid from the Social Insurance Fund and this debt stands against a company for as long as it
is live on the Companies Register at the Company Registration Office.

In instances where the employer is not in a position to provide the documentation as out-
lined, the Department advises employees to seek to establish their rights and entitlements to
Redundancy before the Employment Appeals Tribunal (EAT). A positive determination of
the EAT enables the Department to pay the redundancy entitlements of the employees directly
to them.

Of course it is the case that company failures are a normal facet of business life and it would
be unduly penal if, due to a company failure, all the directors and officers of that company
were to be prevented forever more from setting up again. That is, provided it is clear that their
actions resulted from genuine business failure as opposed to acts of recklessness or inap-
propriate behaviour.

Under Company law, there are provisions dealing with companies who fail and re-engage in
trading under a new name in particular, under the provisions of Part V of the Company Law
Enforcement Act 2001. Under section 56 of the Act, Liquidators of insolvent companies are
required to submit a report to the Director of Corporate Enforcement within 6 months of their
appointment. This report outlines the circumstances of the insolvency and addresses whether
the directors acted honestly and responsibly in relation to the conduct of the company’s affairs.
Liquidators are further obliged to bring High Court proceedings for the restriction of such
directors unless relieved of that obligation by the Director of Corporate Enforcement.

A restriction declaration, if made, prohibits an individual from acting, either directly or
indirectly, as an officer of a company or from being involved in its formation or promotion for
five years, unless the company is adequately capitalised.
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The Director of Corporate Enforcement has the power to bring any other prosecution for
breaches of the Companies Acts as deemed appropriate in any individual case. If the Deputy
is aware of any activities in which the Director may have an interest, I would encourage him
to have that information forwarded to the Director of Corporate Enforcement.

165. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
length of time taken to process applications for redundancy payments; if measures have been
introduced for the purpose of speeding up the process; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [14864/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Dara
Calleary): My Department administers the Social Insurance Fund (SIF) in relation to redun-
dancy matters on behalf of the Department of Social and Family Affairs. There are two types
of payment made from the SIF — rebates to those employers who have paid statutory redun-
dancy to eligible employees, and statutory lump sums to employees whose employers are insol-
vent and/or in receivership/liquidation.

The impact on business of the severe economic circumstances currently pertaining has
resulted in an unprecedented increase in the level of Redundancy Payment claims lodged with
my Department. This has impacted significantly on the capacity to maintain the customer
service targets that previously obtained. The scale of the challenge on the Redundancy side is
evident from the statistics that show incoming redundancy claims in 2009 amounted to 77,001
which represents a threefold increase over the level of claims lodged in 2007 and earlier years.
In 2007, claims received were of the order of 25,000.

Efforts continue to be made by my Department to deliver more acceptable turnaround pro-
cessing times for Redundancy payments given the difficulties that this gives rise to for both
individual employees and the business community. Measures already taken in the Department
in 2009 to alleviate the pressures on the Payments area include: almost doubling the number
of staff through reassignment to a current level of 52 full time equivalents; prioritisation of the
Department’s overtime budget towards staff in the both Section to tackle the backlog outside
normal hours; establishment of a special call handling facility in NERA to deal with the huge
volume of telephone calls from people and businesses concerned about their payments; better
quality information relating to current processing times on the Department’s website; and
engagement with the Revenue Commissioners to facilitate the offset of redundancy rebate
payments by employers against outstanding tax liabilities which those employers owe to the
Revenue Commissioners.

The backlog and waiting times remain at unacceptable levels. However, improvements are
evident. The number of claims processed and paid by the Redundancy Payments Section in
2009 amounted to 50,664, an increase of 70% over 2008. In the first quarter of 2010, my Depart-
ment processed 21,122 claims — an increase of over 151% on the previous first quarter in 2009.
Claims processed in the month of March 2010 was the highest ever achieved in the Section
with 8,168 claims processed in the month. In the year to date, inroads have being made on the
backlog of claims on hand, which reduced from 41,168 at the end January 2010 to 37,054 at the
end of March 2010.

The Redundancy Payments Section of my Department is currently processing rebate appli-
cations submitted by post from August 2009 and those filed on-line from September 2009, so
that the waiting time is approximately 7 to 8 months depending on the manner of filing the
application. In respect of lump sum payments paid directly to employees in instances where
employers are unable to pay the statutory redundancy entitlements, the Section is, in general,
processing claims dating from August 2009.
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Responsibility for the payment of redundancy and insolvency payments is due to be trans-
ferred to the Department of Social Protection. The intention is to transfer by Government
order, the payment functions arising under the Redundancy Payment and Insolvency Payment
schemes. In transferring the functions between Departments, it is the intention that this will
operate seamlessly and without any adverse impact on the service levels being experienced by
individuals or the business community awaiting payment of redundancy claims.

Departmental Equipment.

166. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
number of personal computers and laptops currently deployed within his Department and each
agency under its aegis in tabular form. [14880/10]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): Records indicate
that there are currently 1,100 desktop personal computers and 182 laptop personal computers
deployed in my Department and its Offices. The number of such devices deployed in Agencies
of my Department is a day to day matter for those Agencies.

167. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
number of photocopiers, laser printers, inkjet printers and multifunctional devices currently
deployed within his Department and each agency under its aegis in tabular readable form.
[14895/10]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): Records indicate
that the number of printing devices (including photocopiers) currently deployed by my Depart-
ment in my Department and its Offices is 461. It is not possible to break this number down
into clearly defined categories, as it includes devices such as photocopiers, many of which can
also carry out print and/or scan functions. The number of such devices deployed in Agencies
of my Department is a day-to-day matter for those Agencies.

Departmental Expenditure.

168. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
total spend by his Department and each agency under its aegis on printer consumables (details
supplied) for each of the years 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 in tabular form.
[14910/10]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): Expenditure
incurred on printer consumables by my Department and its Offices for the period in question
is set out below. Because of an ongoing industrial dispute, it has not been possible to ascertain
the expenditure incurred in the Labour Court, and this will be provided to the Deputy when
it becomes available. The expenditure incurred on printer consumables by Agencies under the
aegis of my Department is a day-to-day matter for those Agencies.

Year Department CRO ODCE NERA Total

€ € € € €

2010 2,000.85 3,052.77 1,801.92 6,155.37 13,010.91

2009 50,564.05 14,668.63 5,530.46 9,200.04 79,963.18

2008 31,493.82 14,694.31 3,814.61 11,582.15 61,584.89

2007 53,684.49 15,631.31 4,359.66 339.05 74,014.51

2006 52,415.83 13,487.33 3,543.16 0.00 69,446.32
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169. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if
he will detail in tabular form, the number of reams of A4 sized paper and A3 sized paper
purchased in 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 by his Department and each agency
under its aegis; and the proportion of which is 100% recycled paper. [14925/10]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): It is the policy of
my Department to purchase 100% recycled paper wherever possible. In the time available it is
not possible to provide the information requested by the Deputy in relation to the number of
reams of A4 sized paper and A3 sized paper purchased by the Department in 2006, 2007, 2008,
2009 and to date in 2010.

Legislative Programme.

170. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment his
plans to introduce legislation to protect the term accountant from being used by unqualified
persons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14950/10]

180. Deputy Michael Ahern asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he
will provide an update on the progress made by the Company Law Review Group on the
protection of the term accountant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15564/10]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 170 and 180 together.

In 2007 the Company Law Review Group examined proposals put forward by the Irish
Auditing and Accounting Supervisory Authority to afford legal protection under the Compan-
ies Acts to the use of the term “Accountant”. A majority of the members of the Company Law
Review Group supported the proposals. The matter will be considered further in the context
of the drafting of the Companies Consolidation and Reform Bill.

Appointments to State Boards.

171. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment
further to Parliamentary Question No. 129 of 3 March, 2010 if he will give details of the right
qualities required of the chairperson of FÁS; the measures taken to ensure that the person in
question had the required qualities; and the discussions that took place in connection with the
appointment. [14973/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Dara
Calleary): The appointment of the Chair and other members of the FÁS Board followed an
open call for expressions of interest, which elicited over 120 responses. In accordance with the
Labour Services (Amendment) Act, 2009, to qualify for appointment, persons must have had
experience of and expertise in matters connected with:

• the functions of FÁS, or

• finance, trade, commerce, corporate governance or public administration.

Following consideration of these responses and consultation with the Minister for Education
and Science and the Minister for Social and Family Affairs, the new Board was appointed by
the Tánaiste and then Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment in January 2010.

The background of the current chair, a former Senior Director of Bristol Myers Squibb, with
particular experience in commerce and corporate governance adds to the wider mix of skills
and experience on the new Board.
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FÁS Training Programmes.

172. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
number of training courses provided directly or sourced by FÁS for each consecutive year since
2003 to date in 2010. [14975/10]

179. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment
further to Parliamentary Question No 56 of 1 April 2010 if an answer is now available; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [15328/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Dara
Calleary): I propose to take Questions Nos. 172 and 179 together.

The information requested by the Deputies is set out in the attached table in respect of 2003
to 2009. Information in respect of 2010 will be passed to the Deputies as soon as possible.

Programme Number of courses per year

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Community Training Workshops/ 211 172 188 171 176 171 183
Centres

Evening 701 502 532 542 500 500 1,605

On-line 16

Apprenticeship 1,182 1,076 1,168 1,148 1,180 1,201 967

Specific Skills Training/ Bridging/ 1,040 1,008 1,076 974 897 915 1,495
Return To Work

Specialist Training Providers 139 156 143 143 161 149 150

Traineeship 115 98 128 132 125 140 167

Community Training Programmes/ 183 106 144 138 140 131 150
Local Training Initiatives

Total 3,569 3,118 3,379 3,248 3,179 3,207 4,734

Employment Permits.

173. Deputy Michael D. Higgins asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment
the number of employment permits held by domestic workers employed in private homes here
(details supplied). [15042/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Dara
Calleary): The Employment Permits Section has informed me that out of a total of approxi-
mately 22,000 Live employment permits existing, 529 are in respect of non-EEA workers in a
private home.

Social Insurance Fund.

174. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment
further to Parliamentary Question No 95 of 17 February 2010 if he will provide an update on
this matter; when the outstanding moneys will be awarded; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [15207/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Dara
Calleary): My Department administers the Social Insurance Fund (SIF) in relation to both the
Redundancy and Insolvency Payments Schemes on behalf of the Department of Social and
Family Affairs. As advised in my reply to the Deputy on 17th February 2010, I can confirm
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that my Department has received claims for the former employees of the company concerned
under both Schemes all of which await processing.

In relation to the Redundancy Payments Scheme, my Department received six statutory
lump sum claims over the period October/November 2009 for the former employees of the
company concerned claiming inability to pay the redundancy entitlements on behalf of the
employer. In respect of lump sum payments paid directly to employees, such as in this instance,
the Redundancy Payments Section is now, in general, processing claims dating from August
2009. In order to be fair to all claimants, claims are processed in order of date of receipt.

In relation to Insolvency Payments, the current processing time for claims is 14 weeks and,
in general, the Insolvency Payments Section is processing claims received in January/February
2010. In the current case, my Department received applications from the liquidator in respect
of holiday Pay for 10 former employees of this company in the period November 2009 to
February 2010. No payment has been made to date as two of the claims remain under query
with the liquidator. Insolvency Payments section will continue to correspond with the liquidator
in this case in order to finalise the claims.

As previously explained, the impact on business of the severe economic circumstances cur-
rently pertaining has resulted in an unprecedented increase in the level of Redundancy and
Insolvency Payment claims lodged with my Department. This is impacting significantly on the
capacity to maintain the customer service targets that previously obtained. The scale of the
challenge on the Redundancy side is evident from the statistics that show incoming redundancy
claims in 2009 amounted to 77,001 which represents a threefold increase over the level of claims
lodged in 2007 and earlier years. In 2007, claims received were of the order of 25,000.

In the case of Insolvency Payments, the downturn in the economy has resulted in a significant
rise in the level of company receiverships and insolvencies. Consequently, an increasing number
of claims are being submitted to the Insolvency Payments Section, with 20,411 new claims
received in 2009 — an increase of 78% over the corresponding period in 2008. My officials
endeavour to process all claims as quickly as possible and claims are dealt with in order of date
of receipt. The Section is constantly endeavouring to achieve earlier completion and payment
dates. In the first quarter of 2010 Insolvency Payments Section received on average 2300 new
claims per month.

Efforts continue to be made by my Department to deliver more acceptable turnaround pro-
cessing times for both Redundancy and Insolvency payments given the difficulties that this
gives rise to for both individual employees and the business community. Measures already
taken during 2009 include the deployment of additional resources to those areas and the priorit-
ization of overtime in those areas.

The backlog and waiting times remain at unacceptable levels. However, improvements are
evident. The number of claims processed and paid by the Redundancy Payments Section in
2009 amounted to 50,664, an increase of 70% over 2008. In the first quarter of 2010, my Depart-
ment processed 21,122 claims — an increase of over 151% on the previous first quarter in 2009.
Claims processed in the month of March 2010 was the highest ever achieved in the Section
with 8,168 claims processed in the month. The number of claims processed and paid by the
Insolvency Payments Section in 2009 amounted to 20,172 an increase of 108% over 2008.

Responsibility for the payment of redundancy and insolvency payments is due to be trans-
ferred to the Department of Social Protection. The intention is to transfer by Government
order, the payment functions arising under the Redundancy Payment and Insolvency Payment
schemes. In transferring the functions between Departments, it is the intention that this will
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operate seamlessly and without any adverse impact on the service levels being experienced by
individuals or the business community awaiting payment of redundancy claims.

Grant Payments.

175. Deputy Kathleen Lynch asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment
further to Parliamentary Question No 113 of 9 March 2010 the position regarding the repay-
ment of a grant by a company (details supplied) which went into liquidation in December 2008;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15213/10]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): Following receipt
of a letter from the liquidators of the company in question, stating that no funds were available,
Enterprise Ireland issued a claim to the guarantor of the grants and equity. The agency has
continued to pursue the recovery of the funds due with the guarantor. Since no funds have been
received so far, the agency has advised the guarantor that legal proceedings will commence to
recover these funds.

Questions Nos. 176 and 177 answered with Question No. 139.

Redundancy Payments.

178. Deputy Seán Fleming asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment when
redundancy payment will be finalised in respect of a person (detail supplied) in County Laois;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15271/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Dara
Calleary): My Department administers the Social Insurance Fund (SIF) in relation to redun-
dancy matters on behalf of the Department of Social and Family Affairs. There are two types
of payment made from the SIF — rebates to those employers who have paid statutory redun-
dancy to eligible employees, and statutory lump sums to employees whose employers are insol-
vent and/or in receivership/liquidation.

I can confirm that my Department received a statutory lump sum claim for the individual
concerned on 23 June 2009 claiming inability to pay on behalf of the employer. I understand
that there is an outstanding query in relation to this claim on which my Department has been
in contact. On receipt of a satisfactory response, the Department will be in a position to finalize
payment of the claim.

Question No. 179 answered with Question No. 172.

Question No. 180 answered with Question No. 170.

Legislative Programme.

181. Deputy Michael Ahern asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
current standing of the deliberations by the Company Law Review Group on auditor liability;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15565/10]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): In its 2007 Report,
the Company Law Review Group recommended that the ban on auditor incorporation should
be lifted and that a statutory cap on their liability should be introduced. The lifting of the ban
on auditor incorporation must be addressed as part of the implementation of the Statutory
Audits Directive and I expect to sign into law the relevant Regulations in the next few weeks.
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As regards the statutory cap, I intend conducting a public consultation to get the views from a
wider group of stakeholders during the year.

European Globalisation Fund.

182. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment
the number of workers who have so far received support under the European Globalisation
Fund for workers made redundant in Dell and related companies in Limerick; the number that
he anticipates will receive support; the amount that he anticipates that will be spent; the amount
spent to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15586/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Dara
Calleary): My Department submitted an application on 19th June 2009 for co-financing assist-
ance from the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund (EGF) towards the cost of guidance,
training, entrepreneurship and education programmes for some 2,840 workers made redundant
from January 2009 at the Dell computer manufacturing plant in Raheen, Co. Limerick and at
ancillary enterprises. It was estimated at that time that up to 2,400 persons would avail of the
supported measures.

The EGF application in relation to the DELL redundancies was formally approved on 22
December 2009 by the EU budgetary authorities and an EU funds transfer of €14.8m was
received in my Department in early March 2010. The Government is providing a matching
funding element of €8m within- my Department’s Vote. To date a significant number of EGF-
eligible former workers or clients have been assisted through the measures including:

• over 1,900 former workers have availed of FÁS occupational guidance services

• 300 persons were trained on FÁS training courses in 2009;

• 200 EGF clients are currently enrolled on FÁS evening classes;

• over 150 EGF clients have received FÁS EGF training support grants/reimbursements
for private sector training and education courses ;

• FÁS has launched a Community based initiative to assist up to 100 EGF clients

• 87 EGF clients are currently on a preparatory training programme in the medical devices
sector, with successful candidates progressing into a full EGF internship programme in
June 2010;

• Over 250 EGF clients are currently registered with Limerick City Adult Education
Service

• Some 225 clients currently registered with the City and County Enterprise Boards and
are undertaking Start Your Own Business programmes;

• Scores of workers are currently attending full and part-time third level educational prog-
rammes at University of Limerick, Limerick Institute of Technology etc.

An additional 400 additional FÁS training places are being made available this year with EGF
support and an increase in the number of former workers attending third level and VEC courses
is also anticipated.

Full details of expenditure on the Dell EGF programme to date is being collated by the FÁS
EGF Co-ordination Unit established in Limerick city centre and which is currently liaising with
affected workers, statutory bodies and service providers. As the Deputy will be aware I have
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invited local Mid West Deputies to a detailed briefing, including on expenditure levels, this
coming Thursday, as a follow up to an earlier briefing session held with them last month.

An information event hosted by FÁS in Raheen on 11 and 12 February 2010 was attended
by up to 2,000 former workers and resulted in some 575 expressions of interest in FÁS training
alone. A Steering Committee has been established by FÁS which includes 6 former workers
from Dell and other affected companies, representatives and stakeholders from industry, the
educational and entrepreneurial support sectors and relevant State agencies. The Steering
Committee met on 13 April 2010 with the view to ensuring inputs are received from and
considered by all relevant stakeholders. These fora will help to guide and facilitate the maximis-
ation of Fund resources on the types of supports sought by and appropriate to EGF clients
within the parameters of the EGF regulation.

It is not possible at this juncture to state what the final spend will be at the end of the
implementation period. In part, this is dependant on the final uptake by individual EGF clients
of certain of the supports being offered and which are a matter of personal choice ultimately.
In accordance with the objectives of the EGF, measures are aimed at optimising the potential
of the beneficiary client to re-enter the labour market as soon as possible. All measures must
be appropriate, transparent and subject to relevant EU and national procurement and control
procedures. Funds cannot and will not be expended solely in order to absorb all the money
committed by national and EU authorities in a balance sheet type exercise. Rather they will
continue to be provided and tailored, where possible, to meet the requirements of the particular
cohort of clients eligible under the Fund up to and within the available funding as far as
possible.

The Government is making, and will continue to make, every effort to ensure optimum
benefit are derived from the funding available and that any potential refund to the Commission
at the completion of the relevant funding period will be minimised. In this context all measures
currently in place or planned will be reviewed by my Department in June.

Departmental Expenditure.

183. Deputy Jim O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment further
to Parliamentary Question No. 159 of 23 March 2010, if he will furnish the details of the
costs, or if not yet available, the estimates regarding foreign travel, accommodation and related
ministerial and official costs associated with St. Patrick’s Day 2010. [15744/10]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): The following is
the information requested by the Deputy, insofar as it is currently available:

(1) Tánaiste and Minister in the Department at the time (Mary Coughlan T.D.) — Rep-
resenting Ireland at events in Munich, Berlin and Marberg, Germany:

• Travel costs of €669 (Minister, Private Secretary and 1 Official). This represents the
cost of internal flights in Germany. The Government Lear jet was used to fly the party
between Ireland and Germany.

• Accommodation costs of €1,296

• Other related costs were €902

(2) Minister of State Kelleher — Representing Ireland at events in Perth, Melbourne, Bris-
bane, Sydney and Canberra, Australia:
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• Travel costs of €16,342 (Minister, Private Secretary and one Official)

• Accommodation costs of €4,417 (with the hotel bill for Melbourne yet to be received)

• Other related costs were €4,310

(3) Minister of State Lenihan — Representing Ireland at events in Vietnam:

• Travel costs of €6,773 (Minister and Private Secretary)

• Accommodation costs of €1,545

• Other related costs were €1,262

(4) Minister of State Calleary — Representing Ireland at events in Toronto, Canada and
Boston, USA:

• Travel costs of €3,682 (Minister and Private Secretary)

• Accommodation costs of €2,033

• Other related costs were €3,054

The costs outlined above are a mix of actual costs incurred (e.g. flights) and estimates of local
costs incurred when exchange rates are applied (e.g. hotel bills) and not all costs have yet been
approved for payment by the Department. Accordingly, the final aggregate cost for each event
may vary from the figures given above.

Finally. “other related costs” would include car hire, gifts for presentation to receiving digni-
taries and subsistence.

Expo 2010.

184. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
number of companies participating in the Irish pavilion at Expo 2010 in Shanghai; the nature
of businesses covered by the participating companies; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [15799/10]

185. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if there
are still opportunities for Irish companies to participate in Expo 2010 in Shanghai; the funding
available to Irish companies wishing to participate; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [15800/10]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 184 and 185 together.

The Department of An Taoiseach is responsible for coordinating the arrangements in
relation to all aspects of our participation in Shanghai. The overall theme of this Expo is ‘Better
City- Better Life’, and therefore is likely to appeal to a more general audience. However, my
Department and the development agencies have engaged with the Department of An
Taoiseach to ensure that any opportunities for any potential trade or investment benefits for
Ireland, which could flow from our involvement in the Expo, will be pursued.

Social Insurance Fund.

186. Deputy Mary Upton asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment his
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plans to address a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[15811/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Dara
Calleary): My Department administers the Social Insurance Fund (SIF) in relation to redun-
dancy matters on behalf of the Department of Social and Family Affairs. There are two types
of payment made from the SIF — rebates to those employers who have paid statutory redun-
dancy to eligible employees, and statutory lump sums to employees whose employers are insol-
vent and/or in receivership/liquidation.

I can confirm that my Department received three rebate claims in respect of former
employees of the company concerned. I am pleased to advise the Deputy that in relation to
two of the three claims, they have recently been processed and authorized for payment. Pay-
ment will issue to the employer concerned over the next one to two week period. In relation
to the third claim, a query has arisen in relation to eligibility in terms of whether the individual
was in insurable employment at the time of termination of the employment. This issue is being
pursued with the Department of Social and Family Affairs but the claim cannot be further
progressed until this issue is resolved.

Employment Support Services.

187. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
number of persons that have secured employment by using FÁS employment services for each
year from 2003 to 2009; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15820/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Dara
Calleary): FÁS conducts annual Employer Surveys which, inter alia, collect information on the
number of job vacancies filled by Employers and, where known, if such vacancies were filled
by a FÁS-referred candidate. Based on the surveys, the table below indicates the estimated
number of persons who secured employment by using FÁS employment services.

No. of job vacancies notified to FÁS Filled by FÁS candidate

2003 107,480 64,488

2004 105,525 49,001

2005 132,272 67,459

2006 126,693 80,457

2007 131,260 93,819

2008 96,186 66,368

2009 55,208 43,184

Tax Code.

188. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the reason that there is no
tax relief on fees paid to a college (details supplied) for an Irish student who graduated from
there with a degree in fashion design. [14529/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): Section 473A of the Taxes Consolidation Act
1997 provides for tax relief at the standard rate of income tax (20%) in respect of qualifying
fees paid by an individual in respect of a third level education course. Qualifying fees means
tuition fees paid in respect of an approved course at an approved college. The maximum annual
limit on which tax relief can be claimed is €5,000 @ 20% (standard rate) per course. The tax
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relief is confined to tuition fees only and does not extend to items such as registration fees,
administration fees, accommodation, etc. Tuition fees that are, or will be, met directly or
indirectly by grants, scholarships, employer contribution or other means are to be deducted in
arriving at the net fees qualifying for tax relief.

An approved course means either,

(a) a full-time or part-time undergraduate course of study of at least 2 academic years’
duration at an approved college; or

(b) a postgraduate course of study leading to a postgraduate award, based on a thesis or on
the results of an examination or both, in an approved college—

• of not less than one academic year, but not more than 4 academic years, in duration,

• that requires an individual, undertaking the course, to have been conferred with a
degree or an equivalent qualification

As regards an approved college, the school referred to in the details supplied would qualify as
an approved college for the purposes of the scheme if it is a university or similar institution of
higher education in a Member State of the European Union (other than in the State) which is
maintained or assisted by recurrent grants from public funds of that country or is a duly
accredited university or institution of higher education in the country in which it is situated.

In practice, it is a matter for the individual claiming the tax relief to obtain a letter from the
relevant university or similar institute of higher education in that other EU Member State
confirming that it is a university or similar institution of higher education in a Member State
of the European Union (other than in the State) which is maintained or assisted by recurrent
grants from public funds of that country or is a duly accredited university or institution of
higher education in the country in which it is situated.

If such a letter is obtained and the claimant is satisfied that the course then falls within the
definition of ‘an approved course’, then the matter can be referred again to the relevant
Revenue office that dealt with the claim initially for that office to re-examine claim for relief.

National Lottery Funding.

189. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Finance when the National Lottery was
established; the reason it was established; the amount of funding collected in 2008 and 2009;
the way this funding was allocated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14635/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): The National Lottery Act 1986 provided for
the establishment of the National Lottery. The National Lottery Company was incorporated in
September 1986 and commenced trading in March 1987. Section 5 of the National Lottery Act
1986 provided that the surplus from the National Lottery may be used for the following pur-
poses: Sport and other recreation; national culture, including the Irish Language; the arts,
within the meaning of the Arts Act 1951; the health of the community; and for such other
purposes as the Government may determine. The following additional categories have been so
determined: youth, welfare, national heritage and amenities.

In order to give effect to this statutory provision, the surplus from the National Lottery is
transferred to the Exchequer on a regular basis and is applied each year to part-fund the
Exchequer allocations to a specified range of expenditure subheads across various Votes.
Details of the amounts transferred and the allocations to the relevant subheads are set out
each year in Appendix 1 of the Revised Estimates for Public Services.
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In 2008, the amount of National Lottery surplus available and applied to these subheads was
€265m (of which €6.42m was carried over from the previous year) and in 2009 the amount
was €275m.

Disabled Drivers.

190. Deputy Brian O’Shea asked the Minister for Finance his plans to relax the conditions
for obtaining a primary medical certificate from the Health Service Executive; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [15182/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): The Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers
(Tax Concessions) Scheme provides relief from VAT and Vehicle Registration Tax (up to a
certain limit), and exemption from motor tax, on the purchase of an adapted car for transport
of a person with specific severe and permanent physical disabilities. The disability criteria for
these concessions are set out in the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax
Concessions) Regulations 1994. To get a Primary Medical Certificate, an applicant must be
permanently and severely disabled within the terms of these Regulations. Some 13,500 people
benefited under the scheme in 2009 at an overall estimated cost of €56 million. Any changes
would have to be considered in the context of the annual Budget.

Tax Code.

191. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Finance his plans to defer the carbon tax
which is due to come into effect on 1 May 2010 until the economy improves. [15291/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): In my Budget Statement of 9 December 2009
I announced that a carbon tax at a rate of €15 per tonne is being introduced on fossil fuels.
The tax was applied to petrol and auto-diesel with effect from midnight, 9 December 2009; and
will apply from 1 May 2010 to kerosene, marked gas oil (also known as ‘green diesel’ or
‘agricultural diesel’), liquid petroleum gas (LPG), fuel oil and natural gas. The application of
the tax to coal and commercial peat is subject to a Commencement Order. The Finance Act
2010 has now been enacted. There are no plans to change or defer the implementation date of
1 May 2010.

Expo 2010.

192. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Finance the public funding being spent on
Ireland’s participation in Expo 2010 in Shanghai; the number and nature of organisations and
companies included in the Irish pavilion; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[15801/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Finance (Deputy Martin Mansergh): EXPO 2010 will
take place in Shanghai, China, from 1 May to 31 October, 2010. Under the direction of the
nominated Commissioner General for the Irish exhibition, the Office of Public Works was
requested by the Government to design and manage the construction of the Ireland pavilion.
OPW is also overseeing the procurement and installation of the exhibit within the pavilion
based on an outline provided by the Commissioner General. The contract for the construction
of the pavilion was placed with a local Chinese firm. The total cost of construction, exhibition
installation and operation is estimated at €10m. Promotional and commercial programmes are
being prepared by the Ireland pavilion management team in association with Enterprise
Ireland, Tourism Ireland and Culture Ireland.
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Vehicle Registration Services.

193. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a vehicle regis-
tration service at a location (details supplied) in County Donegal that will accommodate a
distinct geographical area; if he will acknowledge that the distance that the current arrangement
imposes on residents of this area; his further views that such a service could easily be provided
from existing public offices in this proposed location;; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [15813/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners
that they have an obligation to address the question of the proper use and management of
resources, particularly in the current economic circumstances. In this context and following an
efficiency review of smaller offices, the Vehicle Registration Office (VRO) for Co. Donegal
was relocated to Donegal Town in February 2009. The Revenue office in Donegal Town was
selected for the location of the VRO as best use could be made of the available staff resources
and the existing office accommodation. Parking for vehicles and customers is also well catered
for at that location. The Letterkenny and Bridgend locations were both considered unsuitable
for VRO purposes for various reasons, including availability of staff, office space and adequate
parking facilities. The Donegal Town location represents the best use of available resources by
Revenue and meets the requirements for the provision of customer service in the county in
regard to vehicle registration.

Revenue’s on-line facility (ROS) has greatly reduced the demand for service at Vehicle
Registration Offices. All new vehicles can be registered using ROS. Indeed, each of the main
dealers in Co. Donegal currently uses ROS for this purpose and no attendance at a VRO is
necessary. Plans to appoint the National Car Testing Service (NCTS) to carry out a range of
registration functions on behalf of Revenue are at an advanced stage. Following appointment,
it is anticipated that the NCTS shall provide vehicle registration facilities at their newly opened
NCT Centre in Carndonagh.

In the meantime, based on service demands, the readily-accessible alternatives available and
the need for Revenue to make effective use of resources, the consolidation of vehicle regis-
tration services into Donegal Town is reasonable.

Tax Code.

194. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Finance his views on an exemption for agricul-
tural diesel from the carbon tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14495/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): I announced in the Budget that a carbon tax
at a rate of €15 per tonne is being introduced on fossil fuels. The tax was applied to petrol and
auto-diesel with effect from midnight, 9 December 2009; and will apply from 1 May 2010 to
kerosene, marked gas oil (also known as ‘green diesel’ or ‘agricultural diesel’), liquid petroleum
gas (LPG), fuel oil and natural gas. The application of the tax to coal and commercial peat is
subject to a Commencement Order. The carbon tax will result in an increase of approximately
4 cents per litre (excluding VAT) on Marked Gas Oil including agricultural diesel, broadly the
same as that for regular diesel. These Budget announcements are contained in Finance Act
2010 which has now been enacted.

Inland Waterways.

195. Deputy Mary Upton asked the Minister for Finance if he plans to grant the Office of
Public Works statutory responsibility for the River Liffey in order to take responsibility for the
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maintenance and safety along the river particularly in an area (details supplied); and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [14516/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Finance (Deputy Martin Mansergh): Responsibility
for the maintenance of the River Liffey lies with the riparian owners of property along the
river. There are no plans to change this arrangement.

The remit of the Office of Public Works is to identify significant flood risks in river Catch-
ment areas and to devise integrated flood defence measures aimed at reducing these risks.
A comprehensive Flood Risk Management Study of the River Liffey Catchment, including
Chapelizod will commence later this year. The OPW will take the lead coordinating role in
progressing this study and will consult with all the main interested parties, bodies and auth-
orities in the River Liffey when conducting the study.

State Claims Agency.

196. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Finance the reason the State Claims
Agency has been permitted to recruit new staff in contravention of the moratorium on public
sector recruitment; the tasks which these new staff will be undertaking; the further reason the
recommendations on the State Claims Agency contained in the special report on public
numbers and expenditure have not been implemented; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [14519/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): The State Claims Agency has informed me
that the State Claims Agency (SCA), the name used by the National Treasury Management
Agency (NTMA) when carrying out its claims and associated risk management functions, is
not subject to the moratorium on public sector recruitment. The moratorium does not apply
to the NTMA on account of the delegation to it of multiple, additional functions. The SCA is
currently recruiting two claims managers to augment its existing claims team concerning the
management of the Health Service Executive’s employers, public and motor liability claims
which were formally delegated to the Agency by the National Treasury Management Agency
(Delegation of Functions) Order 2009.

The Report of the Special Group on Public Service Numbers and Expenditure Programmes
suggested the following in relation to the State Claims Agency:

• Recruitment of an in-house litigation team;

• Imposition of a fixed fee schedule on a residual external panel of defence solicitors and
barristers;

• Introduction of Periodic Payment Orders as a mechanism for providing for lifetime care
costs in catastrophic injury cases;

• More widespread use of SCA risk management services by Departments generally.

The SCA is currently seeking to recruit additional solicitors to augment its existing in-house
litigation team. The Agency has agreed a schedule of fixed fees in relation to its external panel
of defence solicitors and has agreed new fee structures with barristers retained by it in the
defence of claims. The Agency is represented on the Medical Negligence Working Group,
chaired by Mr Justice Quirke, High Court Judge. The Group has set as its task the provision
of such draft legislation, regulations or rules of court as may be necessary to give effect to the
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Group’s recommendations regarding Periodic Payment Orders, such drafts to be provided on
or by 30 November 2010.

The Agency has widely advertised its risk management services to Departments and a
number of Departments are using the Agency to provide risk management advice in relation
to health and safety projects instead of outside consultancy firms. This is expected to be a
growing trend among all Departments.

Financial Services Regulation.

197. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the amount of the investment
position of Irish credit unions that is accounted for by holdings of domestic credit institutions’
senior debt; the amount by subordinated debt; the amount that each is accounted for by senior
and subordinated debt by Anglo Irish Bank; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[14523/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): Composite information, as requested by the
Deputy, on the holdings of domestic credit institutions bank senior and subordinated debt held
by Irish credit unions is not available.

Credit institutions, including the specific institution referred to in the Deputy’s question do
not have access to comprehensive information on the holders of their senior and subordinated
debt, because such debt is publicly traded and dealt through clearing house systems. Issuers do
not have access to the records of those systems and the issuer has no means of establishing the
underlying ownership of its bonds at any given time. Unlike in the case of shares, the holders
of credit institutions’ senior and subordinated debt instruments are not subject to a disclosure
regime.

Such information as a credit institution may have on the holders of its debt, would be indica-
tive only and based on an institution’s client-specific and general market information. Such
information would be commercially sensitive and subject to the normal provisions on client
confidentiality where applicable.

Tax Collection.

198. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance if he will arrange to have a
copy of a P45 in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 1 posted out as soon as possible
in view of the fact that the Health Service Executive will not release their medical card until
they receive this document. [14526/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners
that a copy of the P45 was posted to the person in question on 13 April 2010.

Tax and Social Welfare Codes.

199. Deputy Seymour Crawford asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been
drawn to the anomaly in which a person working in a job is not allowed to claim any credits
or support for their partner although when they looked for jobseeker’s allowance they were
refused due to their partner’s income; his plans to deal with this anomaly; his views on whether
it is not fair that their partnership should be used against them in one situation but no credit
given in the other; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14597/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): Co-habitating couples are expressly recognised
for the purpose of social welfare law but are not recognised for the purposes of income tax
law. Although this may appear contradictory, the main aim of both the welfare code and the
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tax code is to uphold the constitutional right of married couples not to be treated less favour-
ably than unmarried couples.

The basis for the current tax treatment of married couples derives from the Supreme Court
decision in Murphy vs the Attorney General (1980) which held that it was contrary to the
Constitution for a married couple to pay more tax than two single people living together and
having the same income. The treatment of cohabiting couples for the purposes of social welfare
is primarily a matter for the Minister for Social Protection. However, it is also based on the
principle that married couples should not be treated less favourably than cohabiting couples.
This was given a constitutional underpinning following the Supreme Court decision in Hyland
v Minister for Social Welfare (1989) which ruled that it was unconstitutional for the total
income a married couple received in social welfare benefits to be less than the couple would
have received if they were unmarried and cohabiting.

In the particular circumstances outlined, where a couple are cohabiting rather than married,
it is not permitted under existing legislation to transfer tax credits between the individuals.

Public Service Contracts.

200. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance his views on the format for e-
tender questions which require new companies to provide three years financial statements of
account which then preclude them for tendering for all State contracts; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [14619/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): There is no general requirement that compan-
ies applying for public contracts provide three year financial statements of accounts. Under
public procurement guidelines, contracting authorities are required to ensure that recently
established firms, or firms with no previous experience of public contracts, are not excluded
from public tendering. It is, of course, essential that contractors performing public contracts be
of sufficiently sound economic and financial standing. The general position is that criteria used
to determine the appropriate level of financial capacity must be proportionate and relevant to
the needs of the particular contract. Various forms of evidence of financial capacity may be
sought, such as bankers’ statements, extracts from balance sheets, proof of access to pro-
fessional indemnity, public liability and employer liability insurance, performance bonds or
demonstrable access to resources of third parties.

201. Deputy Arthur Morgan asked the Minister for Finance the composition of the Irish
companies who were awarded Irish public contracts to the value of more than €4 billion adver-
tised in the Official Journal of the EU in 2008; the details of the size of these companies in
respect of the number of them that had a turnover of more than €10 million and the number
that had less than €10 million; if these public contracts were broken down in order that small
Irish companies could tender; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14632/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): Information such as the composition or break-
down by financial turnover of companies awarded public contracts is not sought or maintained
centrally. Contracts advertised in the Official Journal of the EU (OJEU) will generally indicate
if it is intended that the contract will be awarded in lots. Subsequent to award, certain infor-
mation on individual contracts advertised on the OJEU is published in the Official Journal and
on the national public procurement website www.etenders.gov.ie under a “Contract Award
Notice”. This notice normally includes the name and address of the successful tenderer or
tenderers, the price or range of prices tendered (subject to considerations such as commercial
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sensitivity or not compromising competition), if the contract is to awarded in lots and the
winning tenderers for such lots and if any element of the contract is to be sub-contracted.

Fiscal Policy.

202. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Finance if he will exempt third level
research staff from the reduction in pay rates under Section 6 of The Financial Emergency
Measures in the Public Interest (No. 2) Act. [14686/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): Section 6 of the Financial Emergency
Measures in the Public Interest (No. 2) Act 2009 provides that, in certain limited circumstances,
the Minister for Finance may by direction exempt or vary the application of the pay reductions
provided for in the Act to public servants or groups of public servants.

A number of representations have been made in relation to the application of the pay
reductions to contract researchers. The Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest
(No 2) Act, 2009 makes provision for the reduction in the pay rates of all persons employed
by public service bodies with effect from 1 January 2010. As universities come within the
definition in the Act of public service bodies, contract researchers employed by such universit-
ies are subject to the pay reductions provided for under the legislation. I have no plans to
exempt persons in that position from the pay reductions.

Tax Collection.

203. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will respond to a query
(details supplied). [14689/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): This is a matter in the first instance for the
Revenue Commissioners who are charged with responsibility for the timely collection and
recovery of taxes and duties due to the Exchequer. I know that Revenue has a strong focus on
making sure that everyone complies with their responsibilities to pay the right amount of tax
and on time. Revenue expects businesses to continue, notwithstanding the more difficult econ-
omic circumstances in which they are operating at present, to maintain and organise their
financial affairs in such a fashion as to ensure that tax debts are paid as they fall due. I fully
support what Revenue are doing in that regard.

I know that Revenue appreciates the challenge for business in being timely compliant in the
current difficult economic and financial climate. Revenue has consistently encouraged busi-
nesses experiencing particular payment difficulties to work proactively with them when such
difficulties start to arise to find an agreed way through those difficulties and quickly restore
voluntary timely compliance. Revenue has developed an administrative framework to manage
such cases, and has published material for businesses experiencing tax payment difficulties on
its website www.revenue.ie. Revenue has done very good work in the practical support and
assistance it is providing to viable businesses. I am aware that tax practitioners and representa-
tive bodies have recognised the Revenue efforts in this regard.

Where businesses or individuals experience difficulties in meeting their tax payment obli-
gations on time, then unless there is meaningful and timely engagement with Revenue and
agreement on how that challenge will be managed, Revenue will take the necessary action,
including enforcement, to secure compliance. That action is taken to secure the monies due to
the Exchequer and to ensure a level playing field between those who meet their obligations on
time and those who pay late or perhaps, if possible, not at all. Those businesses and individuals
who comply on a voluntary and timely basis must be confident that their efforts are recognised
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through the initiation of the necessary collection and recovery action by Revenue against those
who do not meet their obligations.

If the Deputy has a particular case in mind, he may wish to contact the Revenue Commis-
sioners with the details.

Departmental Bodies.

204. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Finance the steps he has taken and will
take to implement the innovation taskforce’s key recommendation (details supplied); and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [14731/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): As the Deputy is aware, the Report of the
Innovation Taskforce was launched in the Science Gallery, Trinity College on 11 March. The
Report provides a roadmap for one of the five Action Areas in the Smart Economy Framework
and complements the progress which has already been made on other aspects of the strategy.
Specifically, it endorses the Government’s vision for Ireland as a Global Innovation Hub and
suggests that we have the potential to achieve this goal. The Report has made a wide range of
recommendations, some involving new initiatives while others call for a reinforcement and
better alignment of existing efforts and programmes.

The Report recommends the implementation as soon as possible of the Innovation Fund —
Ireland envisaged in Building Ireland’s Smart Economy. The purpose of this Fund is to help
sustain and further build the domestic venture capital market by attracting top-tier venture
capital partners from abroad. I am advised that the National Treasury Management Agency
and Enterprise Ireland are providing advice in respect of the Fund and are currently conducting
a market-testing exercise.

I understand that the Government will shortly announce the establishment of a High Level
Implementation Committee to consider and oversee the implementation of the Taskforce’s
Report. This Committee will reflect the recent changes in Departmental structures and
responsibilities which will be supportive in progressing the Taskforce’s recommendations. This
implementation process will also need to take account of resources and other constraints facing
the Government.

205. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Finance the steps he has taken and will
take to implement the innovation taskforce’s key recommendation (details supplied); and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [14735/10]

206. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Finance the steps he has taken and will
take to implement the innovation taskforce’s key recommendation (details supplied); and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [14737/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 205 and
206 together.

As the Deputy is aware, the Report of the Innovation Taskforce was launched in the Science
Gallery, Trinity College on 11th March. The Report which provides a roadmap for one of the
five Action Areas in the Smart Economy Framework and complements the progress which has
already been made on other aspects of the strategy set out in the Framework. Specifically, it
endorses the Government’s vision for Ireland as a Global Innovation Hub and suggests that
we have the potential to achieve this goal. The Report has made a wide range of recom-
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mendations, some involving new initiatives, while others call for a reinforcement and better
alignment of existing efforts and programmes.

I understand that the Government will shortly announce the establishment of a High Level
Implementation Committee to consider and oversee the implementation of the Taskforce’s
Report. This Committee will reflect the recent changes in Departmental structures and
responsibilities which will be supportive in progressing the Taskforce’s recommendations. This
implementation process will also need to take account of resources and other constraints facing
the Government.

In relation to the recommendation that the competitiveness of our tax offering to mobile
Intellectual Property-rich businesses should be urgently reviewed in conjunction with relevant
industry representatives, the Deputy should note that I introduced a new scheme of tax relief
for expenditure on intangible assets (which is also denoted as Intellectual Property) was intro-
duced by me in Finance Act 2009.

Under the scheme, relief in the form of capital allowances against trading income is provided
in respect of capital expenditure incurred by companies on the provision of intangible assets
for the purposes of a trade. The scheme applies to a broad range of intangible assets — either
externally acquired or internally developed — which are recognised as such under generally
accepted accounting practice and which are listed in the legislation giving effect to the scheme.
This is an important new incentive aimed at supporting the development of the knowledge
economy and the provision of high quality employment. Intellectual property has become a
key source of competitive advantage for business in the global economy and this is now recog-
nised in our tax system.

Notwithstanding that the scheme was only introduced last year, I made further improvements
to in the recently enacted Finance Act 2010, specifically section 43 of that legislation. Most of
these changes were made after consideration of views provided by industry interests on the
scheme. While I will continue to review the scheme and consider the views of industry on its
operation and scope, we have to be careful about any suggested move away from our single
12.5% rate on trading profits which has served Ireland well to date and which might be involved
in the “Innovation Box” approach referred to in the Taskforce Report.

The Taskforce Report also includes a recommendation that the incremental spend require-
ment of the Research and Development (R&D) tax credit scheme should be removed entirely,
making the scheme volume-based in terms of rewarding R&D expenditure. The scheme was
introduced in 2004 and provides for a tax credit of 25% of the increase in expenditure incurred
by a company on R&D as compared to its expenditure in a base year which is 2003. The
purpose of the scheme is to encourage additional or incremental R&D spend by companies.
For companies who commenced to incur expenditure on R&D after 2003, the base year expen-
diture is nil and all of its R&D expenditure will qualify for the 25% credit.

The Taskforce’s recommendation in this area would involve an additional “deadweight” cost
to the Exchequer in respect of R&D expenditure that had been incurred without the need for
a fiscal stimulus (a fact acknowledged in the Report). Complying with this recommendation
would represent poor value for public expenditure, particularly in the current economic
environment.

The R&D tax credit scheme has been improved in most Budgets and Finance Acts since its
introduction and the significant enhancements introduced in Budget 2009 and Finance (No. 2)
Act 2008 will act to make the scheme one of the most competitive of its kind anywhere. The
changes introduced in Budget 2009 and Finance (No.2) Act 2008 included: An increase in the
rate of tax credit from 20% to 25%; An option to carry-back unused tax credits for set-off
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against a company’s previous year’s corporation tax payments, if there is insufficient corporate
tax liability in the current year, thereby creating a tax refund; A further option, if unused tax
credits still remain, to claim payment of the remaining unused credits which will be paid in
instalments over a 3 year period. The permanent setting of 2003 as the base expenditure year
under the scheme which means that the scheme will, in effect, become volume-based over time
as occurred, for example, in the US.

207. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Finance the steps he has taken and will
take to implement the innovation taskforce’s key recommendation (details supplied); and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [14738/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): As the Deputy is aware, the Report of the
Innovation Taskforce was launched in the Science Gallery, Trinity College on 11 March. The
Report provides a roadmap for one of the five Action Areas in the Smart Economy Framework
and complements the progress which has already been made on other aspects of the strategy
set out in the framework. Specifically, it endorses the Government’s vision for Ireland as a
Global Innovation Hub and suggests that we have the potential to achieve this goal. The Report
has made a wide range of recommendations, some involving new initiatives, while others call
for a reinforcement and better alignment of existing efforts and programmes.

I understand that the Government will shortly announce the establishment of a High Level
Implementation Committee to consider and oversee the implementation of the Taskforce’s
Report. This Committee will reflect the recent changes in Departmental structures and
responsibilities which will be supportive in progressing the Taskforce’s recommendations. This
implementation process will also need to take account of resources and other constraints facing
the Government.

In Finance Act 2010, which was signed by the President on 3 April, an existing scheme to
attract highly-skilled individuals was significantly enhanced to improve its effectiveness.
Initially, in Finance (No. 2) Act 2008, the scheme was aimed at attracting highly-skilled individ-
uals to Ireland who could, in turn, act as “magnets” to attract further economic activity and
employment. This was done by deeming the tax liability of such individuals on the foreign
employment income to be limited to the greater of (a) the amount of the income from the
employment remitted to the State, or (b) €100,000 plus 50% of the income over that amount.
The recent changes to the scheme widened its application from non-European Economic Area
(EEA) Agreement countries, with which Ireland has a Double Taxation Agreement, to include
EU and EEA nationals (other than Irish domiciled individuals) who come to live and work
here. In addition, the period for which a beneficiary of the scheme must remain working in
Ireland in order to benefit from the relief has been reduced from three years to one year.

Banking Sector Regulation.

208. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the number of former staff from
Anglo Irish Bank that have been recruited by the Financial Regulator in the past 18 months;
the precautions that have been taken to ensure that there is no resulting conflicts of interest;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14812/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): Under the Central Bank of Ireland Act 1942
(as amended), the employment of staff in the Central Bank and Financial Services Authority
of Ireland (other than the Governor, the Registrar of Credit Unions and the Chief Executive
of the Regulatory Authority) is a matter solely for the Board of the Bank, the Regulatory
Authority and the Governor and is not a matter in which I have a role.
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However, I understand that there are three staff members in the CBFSAI who worked in
Anglo Irish Bank at some stage of their career. All three were recruited under the October
2008 competition for bank supervisors to assist with oversight of the Government Guarantee
Scheme. All staff of the CBFSAI must adhere to the policies of the organisation and comply
with the requirements of Section 33 of the Central Bank Act.

Credit Unions.

209. Deputy Pat Rabbitte asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether credit unions
should come under the aegis of the Irish Credit Bureau; the number of credit unions now
encompassed by the Credit Bureau; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14844/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): I strongly recommend that comprehensive
credit worthiness checks are carried out by financial institutions, including credit unions, in
relation to all loans. It is important that there are facilities available which record and give
access to credit history information and help credit institutions to be well informed when mak-
ing decisions on the provision of credit. However, the Irish Credit Bureau (ICB) is an indepen-
dent, commercial organisation and I, as Minister for Finance, have no role in determining the
operations of the ICB or the scope of its activities.

As regards the number of credit unions that are already members of the ICB this question
is a statistical matter and I suggest the Deputy put the question directly to the ICB. The
following link may also be helpful http://www.icb.ie/membership.php

Departmental Equipment.

210. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Finance the number of personal com-
puters and laptops currently deployed within his Department and each agency under its aegis
in tabular form. [14882/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): The information requested by the Deputy is
contained in the following table.

Computers and laptops currently deployed

Department/Body Name Personal computers Laptops

Department of Finance 646 110

Office of Public Works 945 341

Office of the Revenue Commissioners 6,994 1,254

Commission for Public Service Appointments 7 3

Office of the Ombudsman 116 11

State Laboratory 289 19

Valuation Office 94 126

National Treasury Management Agency (Includes NTMA, 270 55
National Pensions Reserve Fund, State Claims Agency,
National Development Agency and National Assets
Management Agency)

The Public Appointments Service have informed me that they have total of 135 personal and
laptop computers currently deployed within the body.

211. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Finance the number of photocopiers,
laser printers, inkjet printers and multifunctional devices currently deployed within his Depart-
ment and each agency under its aegis in tabular readable form. [14897/10]
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Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): The information requested by the Deputy in
relation to the number of photocopiers, laser printers, inkjet printers and multifunctional
devices currently deployed within my Department and the bodies under its aegis is contained
in the following tables:

Department Of Finance

Item Number

Photocopiers* 23

Laser printers 283

Inkjet printers 1

*A considerable number of photocopiers in service are capable of operating as multifunctional devicers.

Office of the Revenue Commissioners

Item Number

Photocopiers* 369

Laser printers 2,107

Inkjet printers 20

*A considerable number of photocopiers in service are capable of operating as multifunctional devicers.

Office of Public Works

Item Number

Photocopiers 206

Laser printers 125

Inkjet printers 20

Multifunctional Devices 17

Commission for Public Service Appointments

Item Number

Photocopiers 1

Laser printers 4

Inkjet printers 0

Multifunctional Devices 0

Office of the Ombudsman

Item Number

Photocopiers 8

Laser printers 10

Inkjet printers 17

Multifunctional Devices 0
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State Laboratory

Item Number

Photocopiers 3

Laser printers & Inkjet printers 102

Multifunctional Devices 5

Valuation Office

Item Number

Photocopiers 9

Laser printers 50

Inkjet printers 8

Multifunctional Devices 21

Public Appointments Service

Item Number

Photocopiers 7

Laser printers 33

Inkjet printers 0

Multifunctional Devices 0

National Treasury Management Agency

Item Number

Photocopiers 0

Laser printers 69

Inkjet printers 10

Multifunctional Devices 10

Covers the NTMA, National Pensions Reserve Fund, State Claims Agency,National Develop-
ment Finance Agency and National Assets Management Agency.

Departmental Expenditure.

212. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Finance the total spend by his Depart-
ment and each agency under its aegis on printer consumables (details supplied) for each of the
years 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 in tabular form. [14912/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): The following tables outline the expenditure
in relation to IT consumables, inclusive of the items requested by the Deputy, in respect of the
period 2006 to date in 2010.
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Department of Finance

Year Spend on IT Consumables

€

2006 113,864

2007 119,249

2008 67,862

2009 80,932

To date in 2010 18,478

Bodies under the aegis of the Department

Office of Public Works

Year Spend on IT Consumables

€

2006 128,755

2007 167,866

2008 196,099

2009 153,936

To date in 2010 38,132

Office of the Revenue Commissioners

Year Spend on IT Consumables

€

2006 632,386

2007 707,835

2008 520,754

2009 589,822

To date in 2010 199,480

Commission for Public Service Appointments

Year Spend on IT Consumables

€

2006 4,354

2007 6,430

2008 1,605

2009 975

To date in 2010 128
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Offfice of Ombudsman

Year Spend on IT Consumables

€

2006 13,220

2007 9,563

2008 8,102

2009 10,899

To date in 2010 1,024

State Laboratory

Year Spend on IT Consumables

€

2006 5,000

2007 4,000

2008 16,000

2009 14,500

To date in 2010 4,000

Valuation Office

Year Spend on IT Consumables

€

2006 35,300

2007 27,129

2008 40,161

2009 19,163

To date in 2010 9,992

Public Appointments Service

Year Spend on IT Consumables

€

2006 29,680

2007 32,278

2008 34,922

2009 24,007

To date in 2010 3,845
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National Treasury Management Agency

Year Spend on IT Consumables

€

2006 26,862

2007 35,488

2008 46,288

2009 56,626

To date in 2010 0.00

Covers the NTMA, National Pensions Reserve Fund, State Claims Agency,National Develop-
ment Finance Agency and National Assets Management Agency.

213. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Finance if he will detail in tabular form,
the number of reams of A4 sized paper and A3 sized paper purchased in 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009
and to date in 2010 by his Department and each agency under its aegis; and the proportion of
which is 100% recycled paper. [14927/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): The details of the number of reams of A4 and
A3 paper purchased in the period 2006 to date in 2010 are not readily available. However the
table below lists the amount spent on A4 and A3 paper which is used for printers, fax and
photocopier machines. Currently my Department does not use recycled paper for these
machines, as it is not economically advantageous to do so. All of the reams of photocopier and
printer paper currently in use by my Department are produced from elementally chlorine-free
(EFC) pulps from fully sustainable sources.

Year Spend on A3 and A4 paper

€

2006 62,245

2007 55,364

2008 42,227

2009 40,574

2010 Year to date 9,051

The position in relation to the bodies under the aegis on my Department is outlined in the
following tables:
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Office of the Revenue Commissioners

Year Spend on A3 and A4 paper

€

2006 202,402

2007 259,326

2008 213,657

2009 184,273

2010 Year to date 52,452

The Revenue Commissioners have informed me that the majority of the paper they are using
is not recycled but is produced from 100% sustainable raw materials.

Office of Public Works

Year Spend on A3 and A4 paper

€

2006 28,294

2007 Not currently available

2008 30,668

2009 24,812

2010 Year to date 6,078

Office of the Ombudsman

Year Spend on A3 and A4 paper

€

2006 2,827

2007 3,437

2008 3,041

2009 4,126

2010 Year to date 1,024

The Office of the Ombudsman have advised that the paper purchased is obtained from sus-
tainable sources

The Commission for Public Service Appointments

Year Spend on A3 and A4 paper

€

2006 304

2007 528

2008 705

2009 675

2010 Year to date 129

Since 2009 The Commission for Public Service Appointments uses 100% recycled paper.
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State Laboratory

Year Spend on A3 and A4 paper

€

2006 1,225

2007 2,470

2008 2,400

2009 2.200

2010 Year to date 510

Valuation Office

Year Spend on A3 and A4 paper

€

2006 5,167

2007 5,428

2008 7,359

2009 5,564

2010 Year to date 1,463

The % of paper recycled in the period in question ranges from 100% 2006 to 40% to date
in 2010

Public Appointments Service

Year Spend on A3 and A4 paper

€

2006 9,651

2007 10,472

2008 13,578

2009 5,059

2010 Year to date 751

National Treasury Management Agency

Year Spend on A3 and A4 paper

€

2006 3,884

2007 4,382

2008 5,283

2009 5,252

2010 Year to date 8,546

582



Questions— 20 April 2010. Written Answers

Pension Provisions.

214. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will clarify a matter (details
supplied). [15032/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): In Budget 2010, I announced that I was taking
steps to avoid an unmanageable increase in the number of retirements this year. Accordingly,
the legislation on pay reductions — the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest
[No 2] Act 2009 — stipulated that any retirements in 2010 would be on the basis of the pre-
cut pay terms to avoid a large and increase in the number of retirements before the end of last
year. The statute gives me powers to extend the period by statutory instrument.

This issue has also been considered as part of the present discussions with the public service
unions on a new national pay framework. The draft Public Service Agreement 2010-14 states
that “There will be an extension of the period by a year within which the 2010 pay reductions
will be disregarded for the purposes of calculating Public Service pension entitlements.”

Tax Free Betting.

215. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Finance his plans to increase or change
betting tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15048/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): I have stated previously, it is my intention to
widen, if possible, the tax base on which betting duty would be applied.

Bets placed either online or over the phone are generally with out-of-State companies so
applying betting duty is therefore problematic. My officials, in conjunction with the Office of
the Attorney General, the Office of the Revenue Commissioners and the Department of
Justice, Equality and Law Reform, are looking at the scope to overcome legal and operational
difficulties in this area and will continue to do so, on an ongoing basis.

In addition, my Department is working closely with the Department of Justice, Equality and
Law Reform which has initiated a review in order to provide the Government with options for
a new and comprehensive legal and organisational framework governing gambling architecture
in the State. The review, amongst other things, will consider: the recommendations contained
in the Report Regulating Gaming in Ireland, the existing law regulating gaming lotteries and
other forms of gambling in the jurisdiction, international developments, in particular the experi-
ence of the UK’s Gambling Commission, developments in relation to remote gambling (e.g.
via the internet and mobile phones).

As the Deputy may be aware, due to pressure on the betting sector, I decided to defer the
introduction of the increase in the betting duty provided for in Finance (No. 2) Act 2008
pending a review. Accordingly, the Finance Act 2009 contains a provision for continuing the
existing betting duty rate of 1% unless and until an order is made bringing the 2% rate into
effect, or alternative betting taxation arrangements are enacted. This decision is based on the
premise that the betting sector will engage in constructive discussions about putting in place a
fair and workable tax base for the sector. Such discussions will, inter alia, touch on issues such
as online/phone betting, which is largely untaxed, and look at proposals that could potentially
bring this area into the tax net, if possible, while also protecting Irish employment in the sector.

Financial Institutions Support Scheme.

216. Deputy Phil Hogan asked the Minister for Finance the representations received concern-
ing the inclusion of a bank (details supplied) in a scheme; if so, from whom they were received;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15111/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): There were no representations from the Bank
referred to by the Deputy. The Credit Institutions (Financial Support) Scheme 2008 was
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approved by both Houses of the Oireachtas on 17th October 2008 following the receipt of EU
State aid approval for the introduction of the scheme. On the basis of the advice of the Gov-
ernor of the Central Bank the institution referred to in the Deputy’s question was one of a
number of institutions specified in the Credit Institutions (Financial Support) (Specification of
Institutions) Order 2008 as requiring financial support in accordance with the objectives of the
Credit Institutions Financial Support Act, 2008.

The Governor of the Central Bank of Ireland and the European Commission have both
specifically acknowledged the systemic importance of this institution and the new Financial
Regulator has recently said that he believes this institution was of systemic importance at the
time the guarantee was introduced. The Deputy may wish to note that excluding any systemic
institution from the scope of the guarantee would have undermined the stability of the entire
financial system at a time of unprecedented turmoil across the whole of the global financial
system and intense pressures on the liquidity position of the whole banking system.

Tax Code.

217. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the reason the €3,500 limit
whereby a PAYE worker can declare income in relation to a holiday home in Ireland through
the PAYE system is not the same for a person who receives income on such a home in another
EU country; the further reason such a person has to use Revenue Form 11E rather than the
PAYE system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15222/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners
that the rules on when a person is a “chargeable person” for the purposes of the self-assessment
system, and is liable to make a return under that system rather than under the PAYE system,
were amended in Finance Act 2005. These rules were further clarified in Tax Briefing No. 62
which is available on the Revenue website at the following link:

http://www.revenue.ie/en/practitioner/tax-briefing/62/tb05.htm

In summary, an individual who is in receipt of income chargeable to tax under the PAYE
system but who is also in receipt of income from non-PAYE sources will not be regarded as a
“chargeable person” if:the total gross income from all non-PAYE sources is less than €50,000,
the net assessable income (e.g. after allowable deductions) is less than €3,174, and the non-
PAYE income is coded against PAYE tax credits.

An individual who is in receipt of income chargeable to tax under the PAYE system but
whose gross income from non-PAYE sources is €50,000 or more will always be regarded as a
“chargeable person” for the purposes of the self-assessment system. This rule applies even if
the net amount of the non-PAYE income is less than €3,174 or even if it is Nil.

These rules apply regardless of the country in which the non-PAYE income arises.

Where a person is a “chargeable person” for the purposes of the self-assessment system then
the person must make a self-assessment tax return.

Tax Collection.

218. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Finance the tax revenue collected from
the income levy in 2009 and its projected revenue in 2010; the way this revenue is split between
the three different rates at which the income levy is collected, for both 2009 and 2010.
[15260/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): The introduction of the Income Levy was
announced in Budget 2009 and it took effect in January 2009. The rates at which the Levy is
charged were increased in the Supplementary Budget of April 2009.

584



Questions— 20 April 2010. Written Answers

The Income Levy is collected by the Revenue Commissioners as a component of Income
Tax. I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that it is estimated that €1.1 billion was
collected from the Income Levy in 2009. In Budget 2010, it was forecast that Income Tax
receipts of €11,530 million would be collected in 2010 and it is expected that the yield from the
Income Levy will account for about €11

2 billion of the overall amount forecast for Income Tax.

As the Income Levy is collected as a component of Income Tax, the breakdown between
the two must be estimated until such a time as the final tax returns for 2009 are received and
processed. Self-employed Income Tax returns for 2009 are not due to be submitted until
October of this year. Consequently, it is not possible to provide an exact breakdown of the
Income Levy on a rate by rate basis at this time. However, on the basis of indicative information
from Revenue, it is expected that almost three quarters of the estimated Income Levy yield
will arise from the lowest rate, which was the composite rate of 1.67% for 2009 and the 2%
rate for 2010. The top composite rate in 2009 was 5% and it is estimated that 12% of the yield
was paid at this rate. The top rate for this tax year is 6% and it is expected that about 151

2% of
the overall yield will come from those paying at this rate.

Finally, it must be stressed that the figures for both 2009 and 2010 are estimates and as such
subject to revision at a later stage.

Public Service Contracts.

219. Deputy Brian Hayes asked the Minister for Finance further to a decision by the National
Procurement Service to award a contract (details supplied), if he can confirm that all tenderers
who applied for the contract in question were visited by the National Procurement Service; if he
can establish if the company awarded the contract in question paid for travel or accommodation
expenses incurred by the NPS in visiting the site in question; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [15262/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Finance (Deputy Martin Mansergh): It is not the
practice of the National Procurement Service to visit all candidates or tenderers in tender
competitions. Following the evaluation of tenders received in a competition, it is sometimes
necessary to verify, by way of a site visit, that the lead tenderer has the necessary equipment,
skill personnel and capacity to satisfactorily perform the contract. On this basis, a visit was
made to the company who had submitted the lead tender in this case, and it was decided to
award the contract to that company.

None of the travel or accommodation expenses incurred in this visit were paid by the com-
pany. The total cost of the visit incurred by the National Procurement Service amounted to
€621.32 including flights, travel and subsistence. A representative of the Revenue Commis-
sioners also attended the facility and would have incurred similar costs.

Banking Sector Regulation.

220. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Finance if there were meetings (details
supplied) between a person and any other chief financial officer of a bank with the Department
of Finance between 1 April 2008 and 31 October 2008; the nature of these meetings; if minutes
of these meetings are available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15329/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): Several meetings were held with representa-
tives of various financial institutions and my Department in the period in question. However,
my Department has no record of a meeting involving the Department, the persons mentioned
by the Deputy and the chief financial officer of a bank.

Freedom of Information.

221. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Finance if a body (details supplied) is
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covered by freedom of information legislation; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [15340/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): The Freedom of Information Act does not
currently apply to Dublin Tourism Ltd. The Freedom of Information Act (FOI), which covered
67 public bodies when it commenced in April 1998, now applies to over 500 bodies across the
public sector. My Department periodically reviews the range of bodies covered by the Act and
routinely engages with Government Departments about bodies under their aegis that might be
considered for FOI.

Tax Code.

222. Deputy Phil Hogan asked the Minister for Finance the changes in the tax treatment
of share options that have been made since 2005; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [15348/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): The provisions of section 128 of the Taxes
Consolidation Act 1997 govern the taxation of share options. Under these provisions a charge
to income tax under Schedule E arises on gains realised by directors or employees from the
exercise, assignment or release of rights, which are granted to them by reason of their office
or employment, to acquire shares or other assets in a company. In the case of share options,
the income tax charge arising on the exercise of an option is calculated by reference to the
difference between:

• the market value of the shares on the date the director or employee exercises the option
(and acquires the shares), and

• the aggregate of the price paid by the director or employee for the shares and the amount
(if any) paid for the option.

Where options are assigned or released, the income tax charge is calculated by reference to
the consideration received by the director or employee on the assignment or release, less the
amount (if any) paid for the option.

Section 128 of the Taxes Consolidation act 1997 was amended in the Finance Act 2005 in
relation to share options acquired by individuals who were non-resident at the time the options
are granted.

Section 16 of the Finance Act 2005 extended the income tax charge to individuals who, at
the time of the granting of the share option—

(a) were not resident in Ireland for tax purposes; and

(b) whose income was not within the charge to Irish tax.

The amendment applies to shares options granted on or after 5 April 2007.

The purpose of the amendment was to tax the gains arising from share options attributable
to a period of the duties of an office or employment exercised in the Ireland where the share
option was granted prior to the individual coming to the Ireland.

The amendment came about as a result of an OECD recommendation that countries should
adopt a common approach in applying their double taxation treaties in relation to issues arising
from the use of share options as part of employee remuneration packages. Depending on the
timing of taxation by individual countries, for example, by reference to receipt of the option
or exercise of the option, the then existing treatment could have resulted in either double
taxation or double non-taxation.
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There was also an amendment made in section 15 of the Finance Act 2006 concerning the
remittance basis of taxation, which may indirectly affect the taxation of share options.

Finally, in relation to share options acquired under a Revenue approved Savings-Related
Share Option Scheme (SAYE Scheme), Section 13(1)(a) of the Finance Act 2008 increased
the maximum monthly amount of savings that can be used for the purposes of such a scheme
from €320 to €500.

Tax Clearance Certificates.

223. Deputy P. J. Sheehan asked the Minister for Finance when a person (details supplied)
will receive a tax balancing statement for the years 2008 and 2009; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [15571/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners
that a balancing statement for the year 2008 has been processed and will issue to the taxpayer
in the week commencing April 19th, 2010.

There has been no request for a balancing statement received by the Revenue Commis-
sioners for the tax year 2009.

To confirm their details and make the request, the person may contact the Revenue Commis-
sioners PAYE lo-call number 1890 22 24 25 or send their P60 form with a written request to
The Office of the Revenue Commissioners, PAYE Mail Centre, P O Box 63, Ennis, Co Clare.

Departmental Expenditure.

224. Deputy Jim O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Question
No. 236 of 23 March 2010, if he will furnish the details of the costs, or if not yet available, the
estimates regarding foreign travel, accommodation and related ministerial and official costs
associated with St. Patrick’s Day 2010. [15746/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): The Minister of State, Dr Martin Mansergh
TD, represented the Irish Government abroad for St. Patrick’s Day. He visited The Nether-
lands and Belgium from Monday 15 March, returning on Thursday 18 March 2010. Minister
Mansergh was accompanied by his Private Secretary for all of his trip and by the Chief Engineer
at the Office of Public Works for the trip to the Netherlands in relation to flood management
and defences.

Total Estimated cost of the trip is €4,192.69

Details Costings

€

Flights 735.50

Hotel — The Netherlands *1,902.00

Hotel — Belgium 430.00

Trains/Trams/Taxi (Abroad) 144.20

Transport/Carpark/Tolls (Irl) 237.24

Official Gifts 256.95

Subsistence — Minister *227.00

Subsistence — Private Secretary *124.00

Subsistence — Chief Engineer 134.67

*Estimated figure.
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Credit Unions.

225. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider correspon-
dence (details supplied). [15762/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): The concerns outlined in the correspondence
enclosed by the Deputy refer to the need to update legislation governing the operation and
regulation of credit unions in Ireland and to the proposal to amend Section 35 of the Credit
Union Act 1997 which imposes limits on credit unions in relation to longer-term lending.

With reference to credit union legislation, I agree that the current legislative framework
needs reform. Accordingly, I have requested the Financial Regulator to initiate a strategic
review of the credit union sector in Ireland. This project, which is already underway, will
involve an examination of the structure, operation, regulation and legislation of the credit
union sector. It will provide a report making recommendations, including specific proposals to
strengthen prudential soundness, which will advise and inform an assessment of the future
strategic direction of credit unions.

The restrictions contained in Section 35 of the Credit Union Act 1997 are an important asset
and liability instrument protecting the financial stability of the credit union movement over
many years. The need for such a mechanism will be addressed in the strategic review but in
the immediate future it is necessary to address ongoing issues with regard to Section 35 now.
The matter was considered by my Department following consultation with the two Credit
Union representative bodies — the Irish League of Credit Unions and the Credit Union
Development Association — and with the Registrar of Credit Unions, and a provision has been
included in the Central Bank Reform Bill 2010 which was read for the second time in Dáil
Éireann this afternoon.

Financial Services Regulation.

226. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if he will lay before the Houses
of the Oireachtas all information available to him on the senior and junior bondholders for
Anglo Irish Bank, the Irish Nationwide Building Society and the Educational Building Society;
if he will provide a breakdown of the amount due to be paid by Anglo Irish Bank, Irish
Nationwide Building Society and the Educational Building Society to bondholders; the names
and legal status of the bondholders; when the bonds were issued; the value of bonds that
originated before the State bank guarantee; if he will outline the cost that originated afterwards;
if he will outline the reason, as this information is no longer commercially sensitive, it was not
provided in the supplementary documentation for his statement on banking on 30 March 2010;
his views on the claim that it is a fundamental distortion of democracy to proceed with the
recapitalisation of each of these banks without making a full disclosure of the facts to the
public; and his further views on whether this information should be provided and the reason
the information has not been furnished. [15767/10]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): Detailed information on bondholders of
domestic credit institutions senior and subordinated debt is not available.

Credit institutions, including Anglo Irish Bank, Irish Nationwide Building Society and the
Educational Building Society, do not have access to comprehensive information on the holders
of their senior and junior, or subordinated, debt, because such debt is publicly traded and dealt
through clearing house systems. Issuers do not have access to the records of those systems and
the issuer has no means of establishing the underlying ownership of its bonds at any given time.
Unlike in the case of shares, the holders of credit institutions’ senior and subordinated debt
instruments are not subject to a disclosure regime.
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Information on the debt issuance of Anglo Irish Bank, Irish Nationwide Building Society
and the Educational Building Society is published by each institution in their annual accounts
and on other occasions as appropriate. Information on the debt issuance by the institutions
under the Eligible Liability Guarantee Scheme is also available on the NTMA website.

National Drugs Strategy.

227. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health and Children further to
Parliamentary Question No. 44 of 1 April 2010, the moneys that will be made available for the
national campaign on legal highs; and if this campaign will involve TV, radio and bill-
boards. [15516/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

State Examinations.

228. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health and Children if a person
(details supplied) will be allowed to complete their leaving certificate at school in Dublin.
[15517/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Barry Andrews): As
this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

Generic Drugs.

229. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will exclude
certain drugs from the reference pricing and generic substitution scheme when there is evidence
that the generic does not have similar outcomes, including the proposed substitution of alend-
ronate for the branded drugs Fosamax and Actonel, about which research is available on the
website of the Irish Osteoporosis Society. [15910/10]

285. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health and Children her views on
correspondence (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14855/10]

306. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Health and Children if her attention has
been drawn to concerns that independent research (details supplied) suggests that patients with
osteoporosis experience 50% less improvement in the DXA bone density scan when taking
generic alendronate than on branded Fosamax; if this will be taken into account in deciding
whether pharmacists can switch from prescribed branded products to generic equivalents under
her Departments Generic Substitute initiative. [15022/10]

316. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Health and Children if her attention has
been drawn to the concerns of the Irish Osteoporosis Society that generic alternative drugs used
to treat osteoporosis are not as effective as prescription drugs; if she will consider excluding
osteoporosis drugs from the proposed reference pricing and generic substitution drugs prog-
ramme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15049/10]

407. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will support
a matter (details supplied). [15524/10]
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Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I propose to take Questions Nos.
229, 285, 306, 316 and 407 together.

I have decided to introduce a system of reference pricing combined with generic substitution
under the GMS and community drugs schemes. This will promote price competition and deliver
ongoing savings for both the State and for patients.

A working group, made up of officials and healthcare professionals from my Department
and the HSE, is setting out proposed steps for implementing this initiative. I expect to see
significant progress on this in 2010, including the identification of legislative and administrative
changes required to give it effect in 2011.

There are currently 12 products containing the active ingredient alendronic acid reimbursed
under the GMS and community drugs schemes. All of these products have received marketing
authorisation from the Irish Medicines Board. All medicinal products (whether originator or
generic) authorised for placing on the Irish market are subject to the same requirements of
quality, safety and efficacy.

There are some categories of medicines that are not suitable for substitution. In addition,
there are also certain circumstances where an individual patient should receive a particular
product. With a system of generic substitution it is important that all decisions about the inter-
changeability of medicines are evidence-based and take into account best practice elsewhere.
It is envisaged that an expert group would provide guidance on this matter.

The joint Department/HSE working group has consulted with a wide range of stakeholders
over the past number of months. The Irish Osteoporosis Society has brought to the group’s
attention research in relation to alendronic acid. This will be taken into account when the list
of interchangeable medicines is being drawn up.

Hospital Waiting Lists.

230. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health and Children if her attention has
been drawn to the delays in accessing appointments for a consultant in Beaumont Hospital,
Dublin 9; if she will arrange to have an appointment scheduled at an earlier date in the case
of a person (details supplied) in view of the impact this delay will have on their potential
earnings. [14477/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Missing Persons.

231. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health and Children if funding will
be provided for a helpline in respect of missing children; and if he will consider the use of
cross-Bborder funding. [14480/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Barry Andrews): I have
discussed the proposal to put in place a hotline for missing children that is operational in
some EU Member States with members of charitable organisations and non governmental
organisations with a view to providing some level of service. I will keep the Deputy informed
of developments in this regard.
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Medical Cards.

232. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health and Children if a medical card applicant
over 70 years of age who has an application for a medical renewal with the Health Service
Executive is still entitled to use the card until a final decision is made in regard to the appli-
cation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14494/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Vaccination Programme.

233. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health and Children if she is satisfied
that the school setting is the appropriate place for the Gardasil vaccine to be administered in
view of the possible reactions such as fainting or seizure like symptoms as experienced in other
countries. [14530/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Evidence from other countries
(UK and Australia) has shown that the highest uptake rates are achieved when HPV vaccine
is administered in schools (3rd dose uptakes of over 80% versus less than 65% for GP
administration). The safety and efficacy of the vaccine was extensively studied in clinical trials
before licensing. HSE school based vaccination teams currently administer vaccinations to
around 100,000 children each year and are well practised in dealing with possible reactions.
Vaccinations are given by nurses under medication protocol with medical support on site.
However, as with all vaccines and medicines used in Ireland, the Irish Medicines Board will
continue to monitor the safety of Gardasil vaccine during routine use. The Irish Medicines
Board is supported in this surveillance through collaboration with EU counterparts. I am satis-
fied in all the circumstances, that when possible, the policy of delivering the vaccination prog-
ramme mainly in school settings is the most appropriate one.

Health Services.

234. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will
clarify the statement of the Health Service Executive’s assistant national director for children
and families’ social services that no Irish child will be sent overseas for care placements from
12 months time; the provisions for care placements that will be made available for children
who previously would have been sent abroad; the amount of funding that will be made available
on an annual basis for such provisions; the amount that will be provided per child for provision
of such care placements; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14532/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Barry Andrews): I
regret that due to industrial action I am not in a position to provide a substantive response to
your Parliamentary Question. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you, however, I
would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

235. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will
provide a commitment that any child in need of specialised care that has previously not been
provided here will now be provided with that care here; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [14533/10]
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Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Barry Andrews): I
regret that due to industrial action I am not in a position to provide a substantive response to
your Parliamentary Question. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you, however, I
would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

236. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children the number
of children sent overseas for care placements during 2009; the cost per child; the care placement
locations; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14534/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Barry Andrews): I
regret that due to industrial action I am not in a position to provide a substantive response to
your Parliamentary Question. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you, however, I
would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Departmental Funding.

237. Deputy Mary Upton asked the Minister for Health and Children the supports that are
available through her Department for an organisation (details supplied); and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [14543/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Proposed Legislation.

238. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children when the
Mental Health (Amendment) Bill will be published; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [14546/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): It is
proposed to make a number of minor technical amendments to the Mental Health Act 2001
later this year and in this regard, the heads of a Bill are currently in preparation. However, a
major review of the Act is also scheduled to be undertaken in 2011.

Medical Aids and Appliances.

239. Deputy Olwyn Enright asked the Minister for Health and Children her policy in relation
to the decontamination of medical appliances and equipment; if there is a programme of decon-
tamination in place in all Health Service Executive facilities; her views on such a programme;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14553/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise that Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive, it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Health Services.

240. Deputy Michael P. Kitt asked the Minister for Health and Children the steps she has
taken to implement the stroke recommendations of the cardiovascular group; if there has been
any response to the Irish Heart Foundation’s submission on stroke; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [14596/10]
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Minister of State at the Department of the Health and Children (Deputy Áine Brady): The
Cardiovascular Health Policy Group have drawn up a new policy framework for the develop-
ment of all aspects of cardiovascular health, including stroke. The Group considered the find-
ings of the Irish National Audit of Stroke Care 2008 and examined many issues similar to those
in the stroke manifesto. It is intended that the Report and an accompanying implementation
plan will be brought to Government shortly with a view to publication.

Hospital Waiting Lists.

241. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children when an appointment
will be made for a person (details supplied) in County Mayo to see a consultant urologist at
University College Hospital Galway; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[14603/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Health Service Staff.

242. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children when an appointment
will be made to the post of consultant urologist at University College Hospital Galway follow-
ing a recent competition for this post; if this appointment is imminent; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [14604/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Vaccination Programme.

243. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health and Children the way a family with a
14 year old daughter can avail of the cervical cancer vaccine in view of the fact the child
involved is currently a second year student; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[14609/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): There are two vaccines licensed
in Ireland to prevent HPV infection. Cervarix was licensed in September 2006 and Gardasil
was licensed in September 2007 and these are both available privately through GPs or private
health clinics. In January of this year, I announced the commencement of a national public
HPV vaccination programme for girls who are currently in first year in secondary school. This
will involve the free vaccination of up to 30,000 girls mainly in school settings and an announce-
ment of the details of the full programme involved will be made by the HSE in the near future.
The programme will continue with vaccine being offered to all girls in first year in secondary
school each year. It is not proposed to extend the public vaccination programme beyond that.

Health Services.

244. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health and Children when a child (details
supplied) in County Kildare will have full psychological assessment in view of its importance
to their future education; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14610/10]
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Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): I wish
to advise the Deputy that due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is
not possible for the Executive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of
continuing concern to you, however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Medical Cards.

245. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Health and Children the position regard-
ing a medical card application in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 10; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [14615/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Health Services.

246. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will
legislate to ensure an automatic legal right for children to receive aftercare services when
leaving the care of the State; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14620/10]

248. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will
mandate the Health Service Executive to provide aftercare services to all who request it; and
if she will make a statement on the matter. [14622/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Barry Andrews): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 246 and 248 together.

Section 45 of the Child Care Act, 1991 provides for the provision of aftercare services. The
Ryan report implementation plan states that “The provision of aftercare by the HSE should
form an integral part of care delivery for children who have been in the care of the State. It
should not be seen as a discretionary service or as a once-off event that occurs on a young
person’s 18th birthday.

The implementation plan also makes a number of recommendations in respect of aftercare
and states the HSE “will ensure the provision of aftercare services for children leaving care in
all instances where the professional judgment of the allocated social worker determines it is
required”. In his Budget Statement in December the Minister for Finance, Deputy Brian
Lenihan, announced, as part of the funding related to the Ryan report implementation plan,
that an additional €1 million would be set aside for aftercare in 2010. That is a mark of the
Government’s commitment. In relation to the existing legislative framework, my Office is cur-
rently undertaking a review which includes consideration of legal advice.

Health Service Staff.

247. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children the details
of any net increase in the level of whole-time equivalents in the number of social workers so
far this year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14621/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The numbers of social worker
grades employed in the public health service at December 2008, December 2009 and February
2010 (latest figures) are set out in the table below:
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Numbers (WTE exclding career break) of social worker grades employed in the public health service

Grade Dec 08 Dec 09 Feb 10

Social Worker 1,062 1,086 1,096

Social Worker, Medical 140 139 140

Social Worker (Non-professionally qualified) 157 50 51

Social Worker, Principal 223 224 221

Social Worker, Psychiatric 32 32 32

Social Worker, Psychiatric Senior 3 2 2

Social Worker, Senior Medical 150 161 159

Social Worker, Team Leader 332 347 352

Social Work Practitioner, Senior 137 148 147

Total 2,236 2,189 2,200

Note: In the case of some agencies, data for February 2010 may not have been returned due to industrial action.
Where this occurs, data has been rolled forward from the previous census.

I wish to advise that the Employment Control Framework for the health sector for 2010-2012
allows for the filling of replacement social worker posts and up to 300 in addition to the
December 2009 outturn.

Question No. 248 answered with Question No. 246.

Health Services.

249. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children the number
of persons who requested aftercare services on leaving the care of the State during 2008 and
2009; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14623/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Barry Andrews): I
regret that due to industrial action I am not in a position to provide a substantive response to
your Parliamentary Question. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you, however, I
would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

250. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children the number
of persons who began to receive aftercare during 2008 and 2009; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14624/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Barry Andrews): I
regret that due to industrial action I am not in a position to provide a substantive response to
your Parliamentary Question. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you, however, I
would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

251. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children the details
of the outstanding matters in the national review of sexual assault treatment services not yet
implemented throughout the State; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14628/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The implementation of the
National Review of Sexual Assault Treatment Services is ongoing but essentially complete.
Currently there are 6 Sexual Assault Treatment Units (SATUs) located around the country —
all of which strive to provide a 24 hour a day service, 7 days a week. The units are located at The
Rotunda Hospital (Dublin), South Infirmary Victoria University Hospital (Cork), Waterford
Regional Hospital, Midlands Hospital (Mullingar), Galway and Letterkenny. Due to infrastruc-
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tural constraints, which have on occasion limited their ability to offer a 24/7 service, alternative
ring-fenced accommodations have been sourced for the units in Mullingar and Letterkenny to
place them in a better position to provide care for patients around the clock.

On 20th April 2009, I presented certificates to the first group of clinical nurse/midwife
specialists who completed the Higher Diploma in Nursing — Sexual Assault Forensic Nursing
Examination in the Royal College of Surgeons Ireland. This course equips the participant with
the knowledge, skills and competence to carry out forensic clinical examinations in a systematic
objective manner, whilst caring for the victim, and recognising potential physical and psycho-
logical trauma. The nurses are now working in their sponsoring SATUs providing holistic care
to the victims of sexual assault. As well as undertaking clinical and forensic examination of
men and women who are engaging with the criminal justice system, these nurses also provide
care for people who choose not to report an incident to An Garda Síochána. Care for such
people is internationally recognised to be beneficial in order to reduce the immediate and long-
term effects of assault but the limited SATU services in Ireland had been unable to offer such
support prior to 2009. The training and appointment of these nurses/midwives has had an
immensely positive impact on provision of SATU services around the country.

Plans are well advanced to run a further higher diploma programme in September 2010 to
increase the number of nurses available to provide holistic care and undertake clinical forensic
examination of victims of sexual assault. Funding for the academic costs of a further Higher
Diploma Course has just been approved, and the funding stream for additional costs is currently
being clarified.

A revision of the 2006 Rape/Sexual Assault — National Guidelines on Referral and Forensic
Clinical Examination is currently underway, as mandated in the National Review. The revised
interagency guidelines will be available by mid 2010 and will be distributed to all relevant
stakeholders. These revised guidelines will mirror the developments and improvements that
have taken place in this sector in the intervening years, such as the provision of services for
non-reporting clients and the inclusion of preventative care, for example in relation to sexually
transmitted infections, in the treatment available to clients.

Finally, the Criminal Justice (Forensic Evidence and DNA Database System) Bill 2010 was
published on 19th January 2010. It has two main purposes: to update our laws on the taking of
samples from suspects for use in evidence, and to provide for the establishment of a DNA
Database System for use by the Garda Síochána as an intelligence source for criminal investi-
gations and also to assist in finding missing persons and identifying unknown persons including
human remains. The Bill is awaiting Committee Stage in the Dáil.

It provides that most persons detained in connection with a serious offence (generally an
offence punishable by imprisonment of 5 years or more) will be required to provide a sample
for the purposes of the DNA Database System. It also provides that: offenders subject to a
sentence of imprisonment at the time of commencement for a serious offence (irrespective of
whether the offender is in prison or on temporary release), and all offenders subject to the
notification requirement in the Sex Offenders Act 2001 at the time of commencement will be
required to provide a sample for the DNA Database. DNA profiles relating to offenders will
be retained on the Database indefinitely.

Nursing Education.

252. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children the details
of the funding that has been made available and the number of places that will be provided in
the Higher Diploma in Nursing, Sexual Assault Forensic Nursing Examination at the Royal
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College of Surgeons Ireland in September 2010; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [14629/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Health Services.

253. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children the details
of the attendance at each regional sexual assault treatment unit throughout the State during
2009. [14630/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I launched the First National
Sexual Assault Treatment Unit (SATU) Annual Clinical Report yesterday in Letterkenny and
I will send a copy of this report to the Deputy.

Hospitals Building Programme.

254. Deputy Mary Upton asked the Minister for Health and Children the position regarding
the proposed new children’s hospital at the Mater site, Dublin; if she is satisfied that this is the
most appropriate location for this hospital in view of the fact that the Metro North project is
unlikely to go ahead for a number of years; her views on access to this facility in the future in
view of the traffic situation in Dublin City; her further views on parking facilities for the
hospital; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14641/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): A joint HSE/Department of
Health and Children Task Force was established in February 2006 following the presentation
of the report Children’s Health First-International best practice in tertiary paediatric services:
implications for the strategic organisation of tertiary paediatric services in Ireland to advise on
the optimum location of the proposed new paediatric hospital. The Task Group also included
representation from the Office of Public Works.

This Task Group considered submissions from a number of hospitals in the greater Dublin
area, from private hospitals, property developers and site owners and engaged in extensive
consultations with the three existing paediatric hospitals, the maternity hospitals and external
experts. The location of the new children’s hospital was selected prior to the decision on the
precise route of the Metro North line. However, the subsequent decision to proceed with the
Metro North project and to locate a Metro stop at the Mater campus with an entrance / exit
to Eccles Street will assist with access to the new children’s hospital.

I am pleased to note that planning of the new hospital is proceeding on schedule, and that
the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board and the HSE are making very good
progress in their work to bring this important project to fruition. Construction work is due to
commence later this year, and the Hospital is on target to open at the end of 2014.

255. Deputy Mary Upton asked the Minister for Health and Children her plans to make
available to the public the draft plans for the proposed children’s hospital at the Mater site,
Dublin; if so, when these plans will be available; the locations at which they may be viewed; if
she will be providing a consultative process for the public on these draft plans; if so, the dates
and locations of such a consultative process; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [14642/10]
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Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The National Paediatric Hospital
Development Board (NPHDB) will submit a planning application for the new children’s
hospital to Dublin City Council in June 2010. This application will be processed in accordance
with Dublin City Council’s planning application process, including public access to submitted
information and design plans.

In relation to the public consultation, the NPHDB has commenced a consultation process
with children and young people. They held two consultation days in December 2009 on the
hospital plans and designs. They have established a Youth Advisory Panel, consisting of young
people from 13 — 16 years old who have experience of hospitalisations. The Panel has had a
meeting with the designers on the hospital plans. The NPHDB is planning a Family Forum,
made up of parents / guardians of children in hospital, to involve them in the hospital design.
The NPHDB also has regular meetings with the residents around the hospital site.

Medical Procedures.

256. Deputy Mary Upton asked the Minister for Health and Children the action she will take
arising from the recent disclosures on symphysiostomies carried out at hospitals here; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [14643/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): As an obstetric procedure, Sym-
physiotomy is a matter primarily for the Institute of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists to advise
and lead upon. Accordingly, I have asked the Institute of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists to
prepare a report for me concerning the practice of symphysiotomy in Ireland. I have asked
that the report would: provide the Institute’s assessment of the circumstances in which symphy-
siotomy was carried out in Irish obstetric units; indicate what protocols or guidance existed
over the years to guide professional practice; and specify when the practice changed and why
it changed at that time in Ireland.

I am also committed to ensuring that the greatest possible support and services are made
available to women who continue to suffer effects of having undergone this procedure. The
women concerned continue to receive attention and care through a number of services which
have been put in place including: the provision of medical cards to all Survivors of Symphysi-
otomy (SOS) patients who requested them, the nomination, since 2003, of a Liaison Officer
for a patients’ group comprised of women who underwent a symphysiotomy procedure, the
availability of independent clinical advice for former patients by Liaison Officers who assist in
co-ordinating the provision of services to those patients, the organisation of individual pathways
of care and the arrangement of appropriate follow-up, including Medical Assessment, Gynae-
cology Assessment, Orthopaedic Assessment, Counselling, Physiotherapy, Reflexology, Home
Help, Acupuncture, Osteopathy and fast tracked hospital appointments. I understand that to
date, 125 women have availed of some or all of the services offered by the HSE, including the
refund of medical expenses related to symphysiotomy in respect of medication/private treat-
ments, the establishment of a triple assessment service for patients at Cappagh Hospital, Dublin
in January 2005, and a Support Group facilitated by a counsellor which was set up in 2004 in
Dundalk and Drogheda for women living in North East region.

I have been assured by the HSE that it will continue to monitor and oversee the provision
of necessary support services for women. In doing so the HSE is committed to being proactive
in seeking out and offering help to women who had symphysiotomies and who may wish to
avail of the services offered by the HSE.

Child Care Services.

257. Deputy Ruairí Quinn asked the Minister for Health and Children her views on altering
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the cut off age for children who wish to avail of the early childhood care and education scheme
from 30 June to 31 August in order that the minimum age requirement is three years and two
months; if her attention has been drawn to the fact that the current requirement prevents
children who are born in the months of July and August from availing of the ECCE scheme
and then proceeding to immediately enter primary school thereafter; if her further attention
has been drawn to the fact that the cost of this change would effectively be cost neutral; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [14647/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Barry Andrews): I have
responsibility for implementation of the free Pre-School Year in Early Childhood Care and
Education (ECCE) scheme which was introduced in January of this year. Children will qualify
for a free pre-school year place when they are aged between 3 years 3 months and 4 years 6
months at 1 September each year. The application of this age range is being interpreted as
generously as possible to include children who are aged more than 3 years 2 months and less
than 4 years 7 months at 1 September each year. The upper age limit does not apply where
children are developmentally delayed and would benefit from participating in the pre-school
year at a later age or where the enrolment policy of the local schools prevents a child from
availing of age-appropriate education.

The objective of the ECCE scheme is to make early learning in a formal setting available to
children in the year before they commence primary school. To achieve this, services participat-
ing in the pre-school year will be expected to provide appropriate age related activities and
programmes to children within a particular age cohort. Targeting the pre-school year at a
particular age cohort is clearly fundamental to the scheme and it is necessary, therefore, to set
minimum and maximum limits to the age within which children will participate in the scheme
each year. To extend the age limits in which children will qualify for the scheme would under-
mine the ability of services to provide appropriate age-related activities to children in the pre-
school year.

In setting the minimum and maximum age limits, account is taken of a number of factors,
including the fact that the majority of children commence primary school between the ages of
4 years and 6 month and 5 years and 6 months. The qualifying age range for the ECCE scheme
extends to more than 15 months and requires the amount of funding which is allocated to the
scheme to be higher than would be the case if a stricter time frame was imposed. Despite
current budgetary constraints, this more generous approach has been adopted and the higher
allocation of funding has been made.

I am satisfied that the age range set for the scheme achieves a reasonable balance between
supporting the provision of appropriate age related programmes and activities and providing
flexibility to parents and their children and there are no plans to review the position in this
regard at this stage.

Health Services.

258. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will support
a matter (details supplied). [14656/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The matter the Deputy refers to
concerns compensation in relation to asbestos. From the details supplied, it would appear to
be the case that the person referred to worked in private industry. As such, I have no function
in the matter. However, the Health and Safety Authority has responsibility for Occupational
Health and Safety and may be able to provide some assistance in this matter.
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Medical Cards.

259. Deputy Seán Sherlock asked the Minister for Health and Children the status of an
application for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [14680/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Hospital Services.

260. Deputy Eamon Gilmore asked the Minister for Health and Children if her attention has
been drawn to concerns regarding the future of a hospital (details supplied) in County Donegal;
if she will make a commitment that the hospital will not be closed; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [14696/10]

Minister of State at the Department of the Health and Children (Deputy Áine Brady): I
regret that due to industrial action I am not in a position to provide a substantive response to
your Parliamentary Question. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you, however, I
would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

261. Deputy Eamon Gilmore asked the Minister for Health and Children if her attention has
been drawn to the serious threat to service provision at the Roselee Unit in Castlerea, County
Roscommon, due to severe psychiatric nurse staff shortages; and if she will make a commitment
that funding will be approved for staffing of the service; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [14697/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Hospital Accommodation.

262. Deputy Michael D. Higgins asked the Minister for Health and Children if her attention
has been drawn to the fact that earlier this month five children lay on trolleys while at the
same time eight beds were ordered closed in the paediatric unit at a hospital (details supplied)
in County Galway; her views on this matter; and if she will make a commitment that such will
not be repeated; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14698/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that,
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive, it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested.

Medical Cards.

263. Deputy Joe Costello asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will reconsider
her decision to refuse to renew a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in
Dublin 1; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14700/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
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tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Health Services.

264. Deputy Paul Connaughton asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will outline
the reason there is no maintenance dental service available to disabled persons in County
Galway and in particular to persons with Cerebral Palsy; if her attention has been drawn to
the fact that the dental service is now limited to extractions when there is severe pain; if her
further attention has been drawn to the stress and anxiety this causes; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [14705/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Pension Provisions.

265. Deputy Jim O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health and Children the position in relation
to moneys received from the UK for those who are entitled to a UK pension and who live in
Ireland and use the health services here; the amounts paid by the UK for each of the past five
years and the arrangements that are in place for the current and future years. [14753/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Ireland operates a bilateral
healthcare reimbursement agreement with the United Kingdom comprehending such persons
as temporary visitors between the two countries; pensioners of one country and their depend-
ants residing in the other country; and the dependant families of persons employed in the other
country. Under the terms of the agreement net liability between the two countries is calculated
on a lump sum basis rather than an individual basis. The payment made in any one year is
determined based upon an estimate of the number of persons falling within categories eligible
for reimbursement and for whom each country is liable and an estimate of the average cost of
providing healthcare treatment. The amount payable is agreed following compilation of the
necessary data and discussions between the two administrations. Total payments in any one
year can relate to both final settlements in respect of previous years’ liabilities and advance
payments in respect of the current year. The net payment received from the UK over the last
five years is as follows: 2005 — €448.6 million; 2006 — €396.7 million; 2007 — €450 million;
2008 — €100 million; 2009 — €286.6 million. An amount of €285 million is estimated for 2010.
An amount of €50 million has been received to date in 2010.

Medicinal Products.

266. Deputy Jim O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health and Children if Sativex, available
under special licence in the UK and elsewhere, for pain relief for those suffering from multiple
sclerosis will be made available on prescription here; and if not, the reason for same.
[14754/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Sativex is a derivative of cannabis.
Under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1977, the manufacture, production, preparation, sale, supply,
distribution and possession of derivatives of cannabis is unlawful except for the purposes of
research. I am aware that claims have been made in respect of possible benefits of cannabis
and products containing cannabis for patients suffering from certain conditions such as multiple
sclerosis. However, it is not lawful for cannabis, products containing cannabis or derivatives
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thereof to be authorised for medicinal use in Ireland, even if legally prescribed in another EU
State. I have no plans to change the law in this regard.

Health Services.

267. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children if the screening prog-
ramme for diabetic retinopathy is to be rolled out in the Health Service Executive West area
in 2010 as previously stated by her Department; if she will provide a clear timeframe for same;
if she intends to roll out retinopathy screening to other parts of the country; if she will provide
a clear timeframe for same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14755/10]

Minister of State at the Department of the Health and Children (Deputy Áine Brady): I wish
to advise the Deputy that due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is
not possible for the Executive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of
continuing concern to you, however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Medical Cards.

268. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health and Children when a medical
card will issue to a person (details supplied) in Dublin 8. [14778/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Health Services.

269. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health and Children if funding is
available to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare for periodontal treatment at the
Dental Hospital, Dublin which was approved in 2007 but could not avail of it due to medical
reasons at that time but who is now well enough to be reinstated into the programme, funding
permitting; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14779/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Medical Cards.

270. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health and Children when a medical
card will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare. [14780/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Nursing Homes Support Scheme.

271. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of appli-
cations received to date in 2010 under the fair deal nursing home scheme; if that scheme is now
operating; if so the number of persons who are part of that scheme; if it is not yet operating,
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the expected date for it to come into operation; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [14792/10]

Minister of State at the Department of the Health and Children (Deputy Áine Brady): The
Nursing Homes Support Scheme commenced on the 27th October 2009.

I wish to advise the Deputy that due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Execu-
tive it is not possible for the Executive to supply the information requested regarding the
number of applications to received and the numbers of persons availing of the scheme. If these
matters remain of continuing concern to you, however, I would invite you to raise them with
me again in due course.

Health Services.

272. Deputy Charlie O’Connor asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will request
from the Health Service Executive a full and updated report on plans to provide a new primary
health centre at Chambers House, Tallaght, Dublin 24; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [14794/10]

362. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children the position
regarding the delivery of the primary care team centres at Corduff and Mulhuddart, Dublin
15. [15188/10]

403. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health and Children if a centre (details
supplied) in County Mayo is being built; the builder to whom this contract has been awarded;
the estimated cost of building; the owner of the site; and when building will commence.
[15511/10]

411. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children the position
regarding the proposed primary health care centre for Corduff, Dublin 15, specifically identi-
fying the proposed site. [15553/10]

438. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will provide
an update on the progress made with the provision of a new Health Service Executive health
care clinic at Malahide, County Dublin; if she will outline the expected timeline for the pro-
vision of this new facility; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15771/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I propose to take Questions Nos.
272, 362, 403, 411 and 438 together.

I wish to advise the Deputies that due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Execu-
tive it is not possible for the Executive to supply the information requested. If these matters
remain of continuing concern to you, however, I would invite you to raise them with me again
in due course.

Hospital Staff.

273. Deputy Charlie O’Connor asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will liaise
with the Health Service Executive to ensure the immediate appointment of a suicide prevention
nurse at Tallaght hospital, Dublin 24; her views on the fact that there has been a long-term
commitment to provide for such a person; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[14795/10]
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Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Medical Cards.

274. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health and Children the reason
persons (details supplied) in Dublin 8 were refused a full medical card in view of the fact that
both of them are in need of regular medication and both are on social welfare payments.
[14798/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Health Service Staff.

275. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Health and Children the reason the
Health Service Executive delayed a decision on the return to work following a career break
for a person (details supplied) in County Meath; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [14807/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Care of the Elderly.

276. Deputy Seán Fleming asked the Minister for Health and Children when respite care will
be provided for a person (details supplied) in County Laois; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [14808/10]

Minister of State at the Department of the Health and Children (Deputy Áine Brady): I
regret that due to industrial action I am not in a position to provide a substantive response to
your Parliamentary Question. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you, however, I
would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Mental Health Services.

277. Deputy Mary Upton asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will support a
matter (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14810/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): Ireland
has a comprehensive mental health policy framework in place which outlines a set of values
and principles that will guide both Government and service providers as we proceed to develop
and put in place a modern high- quality mental health service. This policy document ‘A Vision
for Change’ proposes a holistic view of mental illness and recommends an integrated multi-
disciplinary approach to addressing the biological, psychological and social factors that contrib-
ute to mental health problems. It recommends a person centred treatment approach which
addresses each of these elements through an integrated care plan, reflecting best practice and
most importantly evolved and agreed with both service users and their carers.
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In January 2008, the Government established the Office for Disability and Mental Health as
a cross-cutting Government Office with a remit across the then four Government Departments:
Health and Children, Education and Skills, Enterprise, Trade and Innovation and Justice and
Law Reform. The Office provides for greater cohesion across the public service and brings
together responsibility for a range of different policy areas and State services. The Office was
assigned four key priorities one of which is to bring a new impetus to the implementation of
‘A Vision for Change’ working in partnership with the HSE and other stakeholders including
other Government Departments to achieve implementation of agreed targets. Bilateral meet-
ings with officials from other Government Departments to discuss progressing recom-
mendations in ‘A Vision for Change’ and ‘Reach Out’ the National Strategy for Action on
Suicide Prevention take place within this context.

A Cross Sectoral Group on an employment strategy for people with disabilities has also been
established by the Departments of Enterprise, Trade and Innovation and the Department of
Health and Children to provide a mechanism for a cross sectoral approach between Depart-
ments and their agencies in providing employment services to people with disabilities, including
those with mental health difficulties. The group is co-chaired by both departments and also
includes representatives from the Department of Social and Family Affairs, FÁS and the HSE.

The Office for Disability and Mental Health is also participating in the development by the
Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government of a housing strategy for
people with disabilities which will have a particular emphasis on the housing needs of people
with mental health difficulties. I understand that the strategy will be published in May 2010.

Funeral Expenses.

278. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health and Children the reason a
person (details supplied) in Dublin 12 has a debt of €9,000 for funeral expenses in respect of
the burial of a family member. [14818/10]

Minister of State at the Department of the Health and Children (Deputy Áine Brady): I
regret that due to industrial action I am not in a position to provide a substantive response to
your Parliamentary Question. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you, however, I
would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Cancer Screening Programme.

279. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health and Children the process
involved in contacting women to remind them of their right to a free cervical cancer smear
test; the numbers contacted each year; the way they are contacted; the effort made to ensure
the database is up to date; the action taken when someone is uncontactable or has not taken
up the offer or reminder of a smear test; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[14819/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): CervicalCheck is a programme
provided by the HSE’s National Cancer Screening Service. From September 2009, in line with
best international practice, CervicalCheck changed from an open access entry system to an
organised call, re-call system of invitation. This change will ensure that an effective and efficient
population approach to screening that maximises target population coverage is maintained.

CervicalCheck has developed a national register of in excess of 1.1 million eligible women
aged 25 to 60 through up-to-date information received from the Department of Social Protec-
tion and the women who register directly. In registering a woman, CervicalCheck requires a
minimum dataset to ensure correct identification and matching of clinical information. Over
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each screening round, all eligible women aged 25 to 60 will be invited for screening and invi-
tation letters will be posted to women evenly across all age ranges.

Any woman who has not had a smear test in three years or more, can fast-track a letter of
invitation through a choice of on-line registration on www.cervicalcheck.ie, or by completing
and returning a form by Freepost or by calling Freephone 1800 45 45 55.

In 2009 there was an extensive national promotional campaign for CervicalCheck in publi-
cations specifically targeting women aged 25 to 60. Information on CervicalCheck was also
targeted at General Practitioners in medical journals.

During 2009, the first full year of the programme, approximately 280,000 women were
screened.

Due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive, it is not possible for the
Executive to supply more current information in relation to CervicalCheck.

Health Services.

280. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health and Children when a person (details
supplied) in County Mayo can expect to be seen by an occupational therapist. [14822/10]

288. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health and Children the reason it took
eight years for a person (details supplied) in County Mayo to receive a letter advising them
that they are on a waiting list to be assessed by an occupational therapist; her views on whether
this is satisfactory treatment; the action that will be taken to prevent this from happening to
another person; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14871/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 280 and 288 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Execu-
tive it is not possible for the Executive to supply the information requested. If this matter
remains of continuing concern to you, however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in
due course.

281. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health and Children if there has been
any modification of the proposed alteration to dental services for medical card patients in view
of the serious concern that this will lead to the extraction of teeth that would be more appropri-
ately treated by filling or other treatment; if she will ensure that the long-term dental health
of patients is not adversely affected by reviewing the planned changes; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [14835/10]

369. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health and Children the clinical advice
that was used for the decision to reduce dental services to people with medical cards; the way
she will ensure the needs of patients are addressed in the context of changes to the delivery of
dental services; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15217/10]

380. Deputy Jimmy Deenihan asked the Minister for Health and Children the changes she
proposes to make to the dental treatment services scheme in order to make the €30 million
savings announced in Budget 2010; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15268/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I propose to take Questions Nos.
281, 369 and 380 together.
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The Government decided in the context of Budget 2010 that spending by the Health Service
Executive (HSE) on the Dental Treatment Services Scheme (DTSS) in 2010 should be limited
to €63 million. This is the approximate level of expenditure on the DTSS in 2008. The reduction
in DTSS expenditure reflects the imperative to achieve overall reductions in public expenditure,
including health expenditure. The HSE has developed proposals aimed at containing DTSS
expenditure which I am currently considering. No final decisions have yet been taken on the
changes to be made to the DTSS.

Hospital Services.

282. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health and Children the progress made
in the investigation established by the Health Service Executive into any backlog in the reading
of X-rays in hospitals around the country; the hospitals that have been contacted; the results
available on the investigation; when the full results will be published; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [14836/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Health Services.

283. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will support
the case of a person (details supplied). [14847/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Hospital Services.

284. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will support
a matter (details supplied). [14852/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Question No. 285 answered with Question No. 229.

Hospitals Building Programme.

286. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Health and Children the position regard-
ing the provision of a hospital for Ballinamore, County Leitrim; and when will an announce-
ment be made. [14856/10]

Minister of State at the Department of the Health and Children (Deputy Áine Brady): I
regret that due to industrial action I am not in a position to provide a substantive response to
your Parliamentary Question. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you, however, I
would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.
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Care of the Elderly.

287. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Health and Children the position regarding
a nursing home in County Tipperary (details supplied) which has been extended and is awaiting
approval by the Health Information and Quality Authority. [14870/10]

Minister of State at the Department of the Health and Children (Deputy Áine Brady): I
regret that due to industrial action I am not in a position to provide a substantive response to
your Parliamentary Question. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you, however, I
would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Question No. 288 answered with Question No. 280.

Health Service Staff.

289. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health and Children further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 278 of 16 February 2010 the progress that has been made in discussions
between her Department and the Department of Finance regarding the effect of the mora-
torium on the sponsorship scheme that facilitates health care staff to train as nurses; if the
moratorium will be waived to enable these persons to fulfil their service agreement obligations;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14872/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The 2010 to 2012 Health Sector
Employment Control Framework has been approved by the Minister for Finance and issued
to the Health Service Executive (HSE). The framework includes specific provision for the
filling of up to 30 staff nurse posts per annum, by way of an exemption from the moratorium
on recruitment, in order to facilitate the appointment of successful students from the sponsor-
ship scheme referred to by the Deputy. This provision reflects the outcome of discussions
between my Department and the Department of Finance in relation to this matter.

Hospital Services.

290. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children the commit-
ment that current service provision will continue to be provided to the full extent in the coming
year at Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, County Galway; the plans that she or the Health
Service Executive have in respect of further development of services; if she will provide a
commitment that the current intensive care unit and accident and emergency provision at
Portiuncula Hospital will remain and continue to meet the requirements of Portiuncula’s cur-
rent catchment area; if the vacant consultant surgical posts at Portiuncula Hospital will be filled
in a permanent capacity; and if the budget for all the aforementioned services will be ring-
fenced and managed by the local Portiuncula-located general manager. [14874/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Portiuncula Hospital plays an
important part in the HSE West network of acute hospitals. Its budget for 2010 is approxi-
mately €43 million. The General Manager of the hospital is the budget holder and has local
management responsibility for the delivery of services. In line with its service plan for this year,
the hospital is projected to provide services for:

• over 10,000 in-patients

• more than 7,000 day cases

• 20,000 emergency presentations and
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• 42,000 outpatient attendances

A replacement consultant surgeon post is currently being processed for filling by the Public
Appointments Service. The filling of a second replacement consultant surgeon post is being
considered by the HSE. Both of these posts are currently filled in a locum capacity.

The HSE plans to recruit a General Manager with responsibility for Galway University
Hospitals, Portiuncula Hospital and Roscommon County Hospital. The recruitment of a
General Manager with responsibility for the three hospitals involves the expansion of the pre-
vious responsibilities of this post. This is designed to improve management processes, promote
good co-ordination between hospitals and to improve services for patients. It is in line with the
approach on the governance of acute hospitals recommended in the Health Information and
Quality Authority’s Report on Quality and Safety of Services at the Mid Western Regional
Hospital Ennis, published in April 2009. This report identified the importance of integrated
governance across hospital networks in ensuring higher quality services for patients.

I am satisfied that the plan to recruit a General Manager with responsibility for Galway
University Hospitals, Portiuncula Hospital and Roscommon County Hospital will enhance the
capacity for collaboration in service provision, provide a more strategic approach to the man-
agement of the hospitals concerned and ensure the provision of better and safer services to the
people of the region.

Departmental Equipment.

291. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of
personal computers and laptops currently deployed within her Department and each agency
under its aegis in tabular form. [14884/10]

292. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of
photocopiers, laser printers, inkjet printers and multifunctional devices currently deployed
within her Department and each agency under its aegis in tabular readable form. [14899/10]

293. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Health and Children the total spend by
her Department and each agency under its aegis on printer consumables (details supplied) for
each of the years 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 in tabular form. [14914/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I propose to take Questions Nos.
291 to 293, inclusive, together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that, due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Execu-
tive, it is not possible for the Executive to supply current information in relation to the matters
raised. In addition, due to industrial action within my Department, I am not in a position to
supply information in relation to directly funded health agencies. If this matter remains of
continuing concern to you, however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

In relation to my own Department the approximate position is set out in the table below.

Equipment Number deployed

PCs 578

Laptops 105

Inkjet printers 214

Laser printers 95

Photocopiers 38
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Year Consumable Expenditure

€

2006 84,948.91

2007 92,204.74

2008 109,034.12

2009 121,371.43

2010 to date 21,817.55

Departmental Expenditure.

294. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will detail in
tabular form, the number of reams of A4 sized paper and A3 sized paper purchased in 2006,
2007, 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 by her Department and each agency under its aegis; and
the proportion of which is 100% recycled paper. [14929/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The information requested by the
Deputy regarding the Department of Health and Children is set out in the tabular statement
below.

Reams Purchased 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 Totals

A4 Paper 10,725 9,067 9,525 9,040 2,005 40,362

A4 Paper 100% recycled 10,625 9,057 9,500 9,010 2,000 40,192

A3 Paper all 100% recycled 15 22 0 0 0 37

The position regarding the agencies is a matter for the agencies themselves. My Department is
requesting them to reply directly to the Deputy in this regard.

Hospital Services.

295. Deputy Olwyn Enright asked the Minister for Health and Children when a person
(details supplied) in County Offaly will receive an eye appointment at the eye and ear hospital,
Dublin; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14942/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Health Services.

296. Deputy Mary Upton asked the Minister for Health and Children if her attention has
been drawn to plans to reduce the budget of a service (details supplied); and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [14953/10]

Minister of State at the Department of the Health and Children (Deputy Áine Brady): I
regret that due to industrial action I am not in a position to provide a substantive response to
your Parliamentary Question. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you, however, I
would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.
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Medical Cards.

297. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health and Children when a person (details
supplied) will receive their medical card. [14957/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Health Services.

298. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health and Children the reason persons
(details supplied) in County Longford have been unable to get help from the Health Service
Executive; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14959/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Hospital Charges.

299. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will investigate
the level of long-stay charges in respect of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [14962/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I regret that due to industrial
action I am not in a position to provide a substantive response to your Parliamentary Question.
If this matter remains of continuing concern to you, however, I would invite you to raise it
with me again in due course.

Medical Cards.

300. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health and Children the reason a medical
card has not been renewed in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Longford on
medical and hardship grounds; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14966/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

301. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health and Children the reason a person
(details supplied) in County Westmeath whose only source of income is €100 jobseeker’s allow-
ance is not entitled to a medical card; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[14969/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.
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Nursing Home Subventions.

302. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health and Children the reason a person
(details supplied) in County Westmeath is being charged their entire pension of €230 per week
plus subvention of €580 per week for their long-stay nursing home; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [14970/10]

Minister of State at the Department of the Health and Children (Deputy Áine Brady): I wish
to advise the Deputy that due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is
not possible for the Executive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of
continuing concern to you, however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

In addition, the Deputy may wish to note that, under the subvention scheme, the price
charged for care is a matter for the nursing home proprietor and the individual. On the 27th
October 2009, the subvention scheme was replaced by a new system of financial support, the
Nursing Homes Support Scheme. In contrast to the subvention scheme, under the Nursing
Homes Support Scheme a person pays a contribution, based on 80% of their income and 5%
of the value of any assets, and the State then pays the full balance of the cost of care in the
nursing home.

Accordingly, the individual referred to by the Deputy may wish to consider transferring to
the new Nursing Homes Support Scheme. Information on this scheme is available on the HSE
and Department of Health and Children websites or from the local Nursing Homes Support
Office at Longford Road, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath, Ph: 044-9394995.

Medical Cards.

303. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Health and Children in respect of women
who were exposed to contaminated anti-D but tested negative on the ELISA test yet are
suffering symptoms consistent with Hepatitis D, the way the legislative changes to the Health
(Amendment) Act 1996 made in 2002 and 2006 affected the right of these women to secure a
Health (Amendment) Act medical card; if she will consider changing the legislation to provide
a HAA card to these women; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14972/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The entitlement of an individual
to services under the Health (Amendment) Act, 1996 now rests with the Chief Executive
Officer of the Health Service Executive (HSE). In respect of persons who have made an appli-
cation after 20th June 2006, the legal position is clear and unambiguous. The Chief Executive
Officer is bound by the definition of eligibility inserted in the Health (Amendment) Act 2006
by section 6 of the Hepatitis C Compensation Tribunal (Amendment) Act 2006, which requires
a positive diagnostic test for applications received after the specified date.

In respect of persons who made an application before that date, the Chief Executive Officer
is still obliged to satisfy himself that the applicant was infected with Hepatitis C. In that regard,
I have asked the HSE to take account of any relevant decision of the Hepatitis C & HIV
Compensation Tribunal on the basis that the Tribunal arrives at its decisions after careful
consideration of expert testimony.

I have given a great deal of consideration to the issue of women who have neither a positive
test result nor a positive Tribunal decision in their favour and I am very sympathetic to the
women in question. However, I have to take into account the rationale which led to the clari-
fication of eligibility requirements in 2006 and accordingly, I cannot support any dilution of
the current eligibility requirements. If the Deputy has a specific case in mind, I am happy for
him to forward the details of this case to me.

612



Questions— 20 April 2010. Written Answers

I should point out that the women in question are entitled to apply for a regular medical
card. Application forms for a medical card are available from the HSE’s local health offices.
The HSE has discretion to award a medical card to a person whose income is over the financial
guidelines, where the HSE decides that the financial burden of medical or other exceptional
circumstances would cause undue hardship.

Health Services.

304. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Health and Children the amount of
funding allocated to a home help service (details supplied) for 2009, and 2010; the number of
home helps currently employed; the number of home help hours being provided each week; if
this service is going to cut home help hours and staff this year; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [14989/10]

Minister of State at the Department of the Health and Children (Deputy Áine Brady): I
regret that due to industrial action I am not in a position to provide a substantive response to
your Parliamentary Question. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you, however, I
would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Medical Cards.

305. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health and Children when a medical
card will issue to persons (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [15020/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Question No. 306 answered with Question No. 229.

Health Services.

307. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health and Children the position regarding
the waiting time for an ophthalmology appointment (details supplied); her plans to rectify the
situation so that appointments are available to children as a matter of urgency; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [15025/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Child Care Services.

308. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health and Children further to
Parliamentary Question No. 245 of 30 March 2010 if she will provide an update; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [15026/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Barry Andrews): The
National Childcare Investment Programme (NCIP) 2006-2010 is implemented by my Office
with the assistance of Pobal, who manage the day to day operation of the programme.
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I understand that Pobal are continuing to work with Cam Community Playgroup in regard
to their capital funding request. When Pobal complete their examination of this request they
will report to my Office and the group will then be advised of the outcome.

Hospital Services.

309. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children the average cost per
patient attending hospital of each of the years 2003 to 2009 in tabular form; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [15027/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Organ Transplants.

310. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children the number
of persons on the organ transplant waiting list; if she will provide a breakdown of the organs
they are awaiting; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15028/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): As this is a service matter, I wish
to advise the Deputy that due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive, it is
not possible for the Executive to supply current information.

311. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children the number
of living donors who donated organs here during each of the past three years; the organs
or parts of organs donated by these living donors; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [15029/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): As this is a service matter, I wish
to advise the Deputy that, due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive, it is
not possible for the Executive to supply current information.

Health Services.

312. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will support
a matter (details supplied). [15030/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Patient Statistics.

313. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of patients
who were readmitted to hospital within one week of discharge in 2009. [15038/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.
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Ambulance Service.

314. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will provide
funding for the ambulance service for south Limerick as outlined in the health service develop-
ment plan. [15039/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Health Service Staff.

315. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Health and Children the outcome of the
examination of the recruiting of a nurse (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [15040/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course. Notwithstanding industrial
action we have informed An Bord Altranais, the HSE and the Central Mental Hospital in
accordance with the details which have been supplied.

Question No. 316 answered with Question No. 229.

Health Services.

317. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health and Children when a person (details
supplied) will receive an appointment for orthodontic treatment. [15050/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Health Service Staff.

318. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Health and Children the reason for the
delay in appointing a public health nurse in the Lucan area of County Dublin; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [15051/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Health Services.

319. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children the health budget
for each of the years 1997 to 2009 in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [15053/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The information requested by the
Deputy is contained in a table.

615



Questions— 20 April 2010. Written Answers

[Deputy Mary Harney.]

The table shows the Revised Estimates Volume provisional outturns in respect of the Depart-
ment of Health and Children for the years 1997-2009.

Vote 40 in respect of the Health Service Executive was established in 2005. Vote 41 in respect
of the Office of the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs was established in 2006. The table
shows the combined provisional outturns for Votes 39, 40 and 41 in respect of the years 2005-
2009 as appropriate.

Year Gross Provisional Outturn (Capital and Current)

€m

1997 3,636,742

1998 4,124,555

1999 4,831,140

2000 5,656,038

2001 7,077,260

2002 8,353,211

2003 9,302,314

2004 10,559,066

2005* 11,872,218

2006** 13,056,729

2007** 14,996,034

2008** 15,542,036

2009** 15,992,850

Source: provisional outturn published in the Revised Estimates Volumes 1998-2010.
*Figure is the total of Votes 39 Department of Health and Children and Vote 40 HSE combined.

**Figure is the total of Votes 39 Department of Health and Children, Vote 40 HSE and Vote 41 OMCYA combined.

Health Service Staff.

320. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of people
employed in the health service for each of the years 1997 to 2009 in tabular form; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [15054/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The number, in wholetime equiv-
alent terms, of people employed in the public health service is set out in a table:
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Numbers (WTE excluding career break) employed in the public health service, from 1997 to 2009, by grade category

Grade Category Dec Dec Dec Dec Dec Dec Dec Dec Dec Dec Dec Dec Dec
1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Medical/Dental 4,976 5,153 5,385 5,698 6,285 6,775 6,792 7,013 7,266 7,712 8,005 8,109 8,083

Nursing 27,332 26,611 27,044 29,177 31,429 33,395 33,766 34,313 35,248 36,737 39,006 38,108 37,466

Health & Social Care Professionals 5,969 6,422 6,831 7,613 9,228 12,577 12,692 12,830 13,952 14,913 15,705 15,980 15,973

Management/Administrative 8,815 9,478 10,555 12,366 14,714 15,690 15,766 16,157 16,699 17,262 18,043 17,967 17,611

General Support Staff 20,705 21,973 22,928 25,216 13,803 13,729 13,838 13,771 13,227 12,910 12,900 12,631 11,906

Other Patient & Client Care 14,842 13,513 13,647 14,640 15,586 16,739 17,846 18,230 18,714

Total 67,797 69,638 72,744 80,070 90,302 95,679 96,501 98,723 101,978 106,273 111,505 111,025 109,753

Note 2: Management/Administrative includes staff who are of direct service to the public and include Consultant’s Secretaries, Out-Patient Departmental Personnel,
Medical Records Personnel, Telephonists and other staff who are engaged in front-line duties together with staff in the following categories Payroll, Human Resource
Management (including training), Service Managers, IT Staff, General Management Support and Legislative and Information requirements.
Note 3: The methodology under which employment figures are compiled changed during the course of 2007 with the addition of personnel not previously included in
subsumed agencies such as the Health Service Executive-EA (HSEA), the Primary Care Reimbursement Service (GMSPB), Health Boards Executive (HeBe) and the
Office for Health Management (now part of the HR function) together with many other posts in projects or post previously excluded such as HRBS/PPARS and Value-
for-Money posts (all of which are largely in the Management/Administrative stream) together with the inclusion of student nurses and chaplains. This change was
undertaken to represent health service employment on a like-for-like basis with employment ceilings and to more accurately represent a reconfigured health service’s
employment information. As a result of this change year-on-year figures are not comparable.
Note 4: Caution should be exercised in making grade category comparisons due to changes in category composition over time.
Note 5: Student nurses are included in the 2007 and 2008 employment ceilings on the basis of 3.5 students equating to 1 wholetime equivalent. The employment levels
adjusted for student nurses on the above basis are 110,664 WTE (Dec 07) and 111,001 WTE (Dec 08).
Note 6: Data source — Health Service Personnel Census.
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Hospital Services.

321. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children the hospital budget
for each of the years 1997 to 2010 in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [15055/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that,
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive, it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Hospital Accommodation.

322. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of hospital
beds, both public and private, for each of the years 1997 to end 2009 in tabular form; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [15056/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The national average number of
acute hospital beds available in public hospitals for each of the years 1997-2007 broken down
by public, private and non designated is set out in the attached tabular statement. Acute bed
numbers in public hospitals are counted as an average of beds available over each year, given
that the number of beds available in each hospital can vary over any year for operational
reasons. 2007 is the latest year in respect of which validated data has been compiled by the
HSE. The data includes both in patient beds and day places.

The process of validating comparable data for 2008 has not been finalised by the HSE, due
to industrial action. It is, therefore, not possible for the information to be furnished at this time.

Publicly Funded Acute Hospitals

Average number of beds available for use 1997-2007

Year Public Private Non Designated Total

1997 8,442 2,414 871 11,727

1998 8,387 2,383 913 11,683

1999 8,456 2,386 889 11,731

2000 8,614 2,391 901 11,906

2001 8,823 2,412 909 12,144

2002 9,138 2,444 916 12,498

2003 9,211 2,471 1,032 12,714

2004 9,622 2,418 975 13,015

2005 9,884 2,509 951 13,344

2006 10,186 2,471 869 13,526

2007 10,279 2,471 918 13,668

Notes:
(i) Figures refer to the average number of beds available for use over the year taking beds that were temporarily

closed or opened into account.
(ii) Source 1997-2005 Department of Health and Children, Integrated Management Returns
(iii) Source 2006-2007 National Hospitals Office, PMU-Validated MDR’s

Hospital Procedures.

323. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children the average cost per
618



Questions— 20 April 2010. Written Answers

inpatient procedure for each of the years 2003 to 2009 in tabular form; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [15057/10]

324. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children the average cost per
day case procedure for each of the years 2003 to 2009 in tabular form; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [15058/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I propose to take Questions Nos.
323 and 324 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that, due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Execu-
tive, it is not possible for the Executive to supply the information requested. If this matter
remains of continuing concern to you, however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in
due course.

Accident and Emergency Services.

325. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children the total number of
accident and emergency attendances for each of the years 2003 to 2009 in tabular form; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [15059/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The information requested by the
Deputy is set out.

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

A&E Attendances 1,210,150 1,242,692 1,249,659 1,245,001 1,296,091 1,150,674

Source: A&E 2003-2005 Integrated Management Returns, Department of Health and Children. 2005-2008 Business
Intelligence Unit, HSE.

Information from the HSE indicates that the out-turn for ED attendances in 2009 was 1,119,719.

Patient Statistics.

326. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of out-
patient attendances for each of the years 2003 to 2009 in tabular form; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [15060/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
the information requested in relation to outpatient attendance is currently being collected and
will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as it is available.

327. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of
inpatient admissions for each of the years 2003 to 2009 in tabular form; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [15061/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Information in respect of in-patient
discharges from the HIPE system for the period 2003 to 2008 is as follows:

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

In-patient Discharges 548,269 561,637 564,844 582,800 598,776 594,824

Source: Discharges: Hospital In-Patient Enquiry (HIPE).
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The equivalent information from the Hospital In-Patient Enquiry (HIPE) in respect of 2009 is
not yet available. Data from the HSE indicates that the out-turn for 2009 was 593,359 in-
patient discharges.

Hospital activity in relation to in-patients needs to be taken together with day case activity
to give a true indication of services provided. The number of day cases carried out in the public
hospital system has increased from 273,000 in 2000 to an estimated 679,000 in 2009. The com-
bined number of in-patient and day case discharges is estimated to be about 3% greater than
the equivalent in 2008.

Hospital Procedures.

328. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of day
care treatments for each of the years 2003 to 2009 in tabular form; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [15062/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
the information requested in relation to day case attendance is currently being collected and
will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as it is available.

General Medical Services Scheme.

329. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children the general medical
services budget allocation for each of the years 2003 to 2009 in tabular form; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [15063/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The Primary Care Reimbursement
Service’s (PCRS) Statistical Analysis of Claims and Payments annual reports give the overall
payments under the General Medical Services (GMS) Scheme as follows:

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

€0.937 billion €1.069 billion €1.234 billion €1.331 billion €1.476 billion €1.605 billion

The final figure for 2009 is not yet available but is estimated to be in the region of €1.85 billion.

Medical Cards.

330. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children the number and per-
centage of under 70 years medical card holders for each of the years 2003 to 2009 in tabular
form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15064/10]

331. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children the number and per-
centage of over 70 years medical card holders for each of the years 2003 to 2009 in tabular
form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15065/10]

332. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of general
practitioner visit card holders per annum since its introduction; the total cost for same in tabular
form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15066/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I propose to take Questions Nos.
330 to 332, inclusive, together.
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Details of the numbers of medical card and GP visit card holders are provided to my Depart-
ment by the Health Service Executive (HSE), categorised by age and gender. Details in relation
to years 2003 to 2009 are included in a table:

Total No. of No. of % of Medical No. of % of Medical Total No. of
Medical Card Medical Card Card Holders Medical Card Card Holders GP Visit Card

Holders Holders less less than 70 Holders aged aged 70 or Holders
than 70 years years old 70 or over over

old

31/12/2003 1,158,143 Age breakdown not available *N/A

31/12/2004 1,148,914 Age breakdown not available *N/A

31/12/2005 1,155,727 828,289 71.67% 327,438 28.33% 5,080

31/12/2006 1,221,695 885,492 72.48% 336,203 27.52% 51,760

31/12/2007 1,276,178 930,686 72.93% 345,492 27.07% 75,789

31/12/2008 1,352,120 1,000,267 73.98% 351,853 26.02% 85,546

31/12/2009 1,478,560 1,140,891 77.16% 337,669 22.84% 98,325

*GP Visit Card introduced in November 2005.

333. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children the average number
of prescriptions issued for medical card holders for each of the years 2003 to 2009 in tabular
form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15067/10]

334. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children the average cost of
prescriptions issued to medical card holders for each of the years 2003 to 2009 in tabular form;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15068/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I propose to take Question Nos.
333 and 334 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Execu-
tive it is not possible for the Executive to supply the information requested. If this matter
remains of continuing concern to you, however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in
due course.

335. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children the average cost of a
medical card for each of the years 2003 to 2009 in tabular form; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [15069/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): There are two main cost factors
associated with medical cards, firstly the capitation and other payments made to General Prac-
titioners (GPs) and, secondly, the cost of drugs supplied to patients.

GPs who hold contracts under the General Medical Services (GMS) Scheme with the Health
Service Executive (HSE) are remunerated principally on the basis of fees and payments set
out in the Health Professionals (Reduction of Payments to General Practitioners) Regulations
2009. Prior to that, these fees and payments had been agreed as part of the GMS GP contract
and amended as appropriate in line with normal wage agreements. Included among these fees
are more than 50 different capitation fees. The fees vary depending on the age and gender of
the patient and the distance he or she lives from the GP’s surgery. For example, fees currently
range from €76.98 for a male patient under 5 years living 3 miles or less from the GP’s surgery
to €218.37 for a female aged 65-70 years living more than 10 miles from the surgery. In addition,
there are special capitation rates of €280.31 for persons over 70 residing at home and €896.07
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for persons over 70 residing in private nursing homes. There are also a range of additional
payments; for example, in respect of out-of-hours consultations, temporary residents, special
items of services (e.g. suturing), panel size, practice support allowances and locum expenses.

As regards the supply of drugs and medicines, medical card holders receive these free of
charge. Drugs costs vary significantly depending on the patient’s medical condition.

Given the number of medical card holders and the variety of payment arrangements and the
variation in drug costs over the period 2003 to 2009, a single average annual cost figure in
respect of the medical card is not a sufficiently refined measure for policy options and decisions.
However, I would draw the Deputy’s attention to page 24 of the Primary Care Reimbursement
Service’s (PCRS) Statistical Analysis of Claims and Payments 2007 and 2008 (available on
line at:

http://www.hse.ie/eng/services/Publications/services/Primary/Primary—Care—Reimbursement—
Service—Payments—2007.pdf and http://www.hse.ie/eng/staff/PCRS/PCRS—Publications/FSA
2008.pdf). These show the number of eligible persons under the GMS Scheme for the period
2003 to 2008, the total payments to doctors and the overall cost of medicines for those years
and the Doctors’ and Pharmacy payments per person for those years.

Vaccination Programme.

336. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Health and Children if the HPV vaccine
will commence in secondary schools before May 2010; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [15070/10]

414. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Health and Children when the cervical
cancer vaccine programme will start in secondary schools for approximately 30,000 girls who
are now in first year of secondary school, bearing in mind that the school year for first years
will end at the end of May 2010; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15567/10]

441. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children if he will report on
when the HPV or cervical cancer vaccine will be rolled out to the relevant age group of girls,
in schools or otherwise, in particular when the first dose will be administered; the locations at
which it will be administered; when the second dose will be administered; the locations at which
it will be administered; if she is satisfied that adequate staff, doctors and resources have been
organised to ensure that the timely safe and efficient roll-out of this long vaccine; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [15814/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I propose to take Questions Nos.
336, 414 and 441 together.

I am awaiting a plan from the HSE that will include the scheduling, staffing and commence-
ment of the public HPV vaccination programme for first year girls in secondary schools. The
programme will start before the end of this term and during this calendar year all girls currently
in first year will be offered the vaccination.

Health Services.

337. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Health and Children if extra hours will be
facilitated in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [15071/10]
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Minister of State at the Department of the Health and Children (Deputy Áine Brady): I
regret that due to industrial action I am not in a position to provide a substantive response to
your Parliamentary Question. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you, however, I
would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

338. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health and Children the facilities available to
a family to obtain physiotherapy and psychology treatment in respect of their child (details
supplied), County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15113/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): I wish
to advise the Deputy that due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is
not possible for the Executive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of
continuing concern to you, however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

339. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health and Children the reason for the
delay in considering an appeal on behalf of a person (details supplied); and if she will expedite
this appeal. [15114/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Medical Cards.

340. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health and Children when a medical
card will reissue in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [15125/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

341. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health and Children when a medical
card will issue to a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [15129/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Hospital Services.

342. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health and Children when a person
(details supplied) in County Kildare will receive an appointment from Tallaght Hospital,
Dublin; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15130/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.
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Medical Cards.

343. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health and Children when a medical
card will issue to the family of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [15141/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Health Services.

344. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health and Children if the provision
of extra speech and language sessions can be arranged for a person (details supplied) in County
Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15142/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): I wish
to advise the Deputy that due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is
not possible for the Executive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of
continuing concern to you, however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

345. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health and Children when an atten-
tion deficit disorder assessment appointment can be provided for a person (details supplied) in
County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15143/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): I regret
that due to industrial action I am not in a position to provide a substantive response to your
Parliamentary Question. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you, however, I would
invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Medical Cards.

346. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health and Children when a medical
card will be awarded to persons (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [15147/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Health Services.

347. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health and Children when residential
care will be offered to a person (details supplied) in County Wexford; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [15153/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): I regret
that due to industrial action I am not in a position to provide a substantive response to your
Parliamentary Question. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you, however, I would
invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

624



Questions— 20 April 2010. Written Answers

348. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health and Children when home help
hours will be arranged in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [15155/10]

Minister of State at the Department of the Health and Children (Deputy Áine Brady): I
regret that due to industrial action I am not in a position to provide a substantive response to
your Parliamentary Question. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you, however, I
would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

349. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health and Children when a person
(details supplied) in County Kildare will be offered a medical procedure; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [15157/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

General Medical Services Scheme.

350. Deputy Michael Noonan asked the Minister for Health and Children the reason she
removed cytamen solution from the list of eligible medicines under the general medical services
scheme; if her attention has been drawn to the hardship that this has caused to persons with
medical cards who are anaemic; her plans to restore the medication to the list or recommend
an alternative generic substitute which medical card holders may obtain; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [15158/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Hospital Waiting Lists.

351. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of persons
with diabetes that are on the podiatry waiting list in counties Cork and Kerry; the number of
persons classified P1 and P2 on the waiting list; the length of time they will wait for treatment;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15159/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Health Services.

352. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health and Children the organisations,
groups, bodies and so on that receive Health Service Executive funding or are contracted by
the HSE to provide services to children with intellectual disabilities in the HSE south; the
number of children who are receiving these services and the location of same; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [15173/10]
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Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): I wish
to advise the Deputy that due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is
not possible for the Executive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of
continuing concern to you, however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Hospital Services.

353. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health and Children the number and
location of neurological beds; the number of persons awaiting a neurological bed; the average
waiting time for such beds; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15174/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

354. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of neuro-
logical beds recently closed at Cork University Hospital; if it is intended that these beds will
be reopened; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15175/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Health Service Staff.

355. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of con-
sultant neurologists and other specialist neurology staff; the location of same in all Health
Service Executive areas; the plans to recruit more consultants and specialist nurses respectively
to bring Ireland in line with EU neurology staffing levels and minimum neurology recom-
mendations in the 2003 Comhairle na nOspideal report on neurology service; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [15176/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Hospital Services.

356. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health and Children the reason for the
continued delay in the publication of the Health Service Executive strategic review of neurol-
ogy and neurophysiology services report, which was completed in December 2007; when she
expects this review to be published; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15177/10]

357. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health and Children the findings, recom-
mendations of the National Hospitals Office on the Health Service Executive strategic review
of neurology and neurophysiology services report following the submission of the report to the
office by the HSE; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15178/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I propose to take Questions Nos.
356 and 357 together.
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The Health Service Executive (HSE) undertook a national review of Neurology Services to
improve integration of services and optimise patient outcomes. Following consideration of the
Review report, the HSE decided to seek an external expert opinion on the model of care
proposed to ensure that the recommendations were properly aligned with the HSE Transform-
ation Programme. The findings of the external experts are currently being considered by the
HSE.

The issue of publication of the review is a matter for the Executive. I wish to advise the
Deputy that, due to industrial action affecting the HSE, it is not possible for the Executive to
supply current information in relation to this matter. The information contained herein rep-
resents the position at 5 March 2010.

Compensation Schemes.

358. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health and Children if the age limit of
40 years in respect of compensation per person (details supplied) can be extended to include a
person who was just over 40 at the time; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[15179/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The Government approved the
establishment of a Redress Board to administer an ex-gratia scheme of redress for certain
former patients of Dr Neary. The Board which was chaired by Judge Maureen Harding Clark
has concluded its work and all awards determined have been notified to successful applicants.
I consider that the Scheme of Redress approved by the Government on the advice of Judge
Clark represents a reasonable response to the findings of the Inquiry in all of the circumstances.
In a number of cases details of former patients of Dr. Neary were forwarded by the Department
to the State Claims Agency for their consideration with the agreement of the Minister. It would
not be appropriate for me to comment on the specific circumstances of a particular case.

Hospital Services.

359. Deputy Brendan Kenneally asked the Minister for Health and Children if her attention
has been drawn to the fact that the radiotherapy treatment centre attached to the Whitfield
Clinic in Waterford will refuse to accept new public patients from 1 May 2010 in view of the
fact that there is no contract in place with the Health Service Executive; the steps being taken
to rectify this matter; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15180/10]

360. Deputy Brendan Kenneally asked the Minister for Health and Children the additional
cost that will be incurred by the Health Service Executive if a contract is not negotiated with
the operator of the radiotherapy treatment centre attached to the Whitfield Clinic, Waterford,
in relation to radiotherapy treatment for cancer patients who will otherwise have to be treated
elsewhere; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15181/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I propose to take Questions Nos.
359 and 360 together.

The issues raised by the Deputy relate to the delivery of services and accordingly are a
matter for the Health Service Executive but, due to industrial action affecting the Executive,
it is not possible to refer this question to it. However, I can advise the Deputy that discussions
are ongoing between the HSE and the operator referred to by the Deputy in regard to an
agreement for the provision of radiotherapy services at Whitfield for public patients in the
south-east. I understand that both sides have agreed to refrain from making any public com-
ment while negotiations continue.
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Health Service Executive Properties.

361. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will
clarify the ownership of the Health Service Executive property on Blackcourt Road, Corduff,
Dublin 15, adjacent to the Corduff shopping centre. [15187/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Question No. 362 answered with Question No. 272.

Medical Cards.

363. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children the number
of persons waiting for medical cards in Dublin 15; and the length of time they have to wait to
receive their cards. [15189/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The Health Service Executive
(HSE) has the operational and funding responsibility for the medical card benefit. It collates
medical card data by area, age and gender. I wish to advise the Deputy that due to industrial
action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Executive to supply the
information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you, however, I would
invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

364. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health and Children when an application
for a medical card-general practitioner visit card will be processed in respect of a person (details
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15195/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

365. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Health and Children the position regard-
ing a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Longford; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [15197/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Health Services.

366. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will support
a matter (details supplied). [15201/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Barry Andrews): As
this is a service matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply.

367. Deputy Pádraic McCormack asked the Minister for Health and Children the date the
five nursing homes were selected for the winter initiative scheme in Galway in March and April
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2009; the criteria for their selection; when the system will be open for other nursing homes to
apply for the winter initiative scheme; the criteria for their selection; and if it will be
tendered. [15215/10]

Minister of State at the Department of the Health and Children (Deputy Áine Brady): I
regret that due to industrial action I am not in a position to provide a substantive response to
your Parliamentary Question. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you, however, I
would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

368. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children when the
review of residential care services in County Donegal will be completed; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [15216/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): I wish
to advise the Deputy that due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is
not possible for the Executive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of
continuing concern to you, however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Question No. 369 answered with Question No. 281.

370. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health and Children the progress made
in additional appointments needed to deliver a full diabetic retinopathy screening programme
for the mid-west; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15218/10]

Minister of State at the Department of the Health and Children (Deputy Áine Brady): I wish
to advise the Deputy that due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is
not possible for the Executive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of
continuing concern to you, however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Hospital Waiting Lists.

371. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health and Children the waiting time for
outpatient ultrasound x-rays in each hospital that is publicly funded; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [15219/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Disease Control.

372. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health and Children if her attention has
been drawn to the concerns about the increase of Lyme disease here; her plans to ensure that
this disease is recorded and more information is made available to medical professionals and
the public regarding same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15220/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Lyme disease (also known as Lyme
borelliosis) is an infection caused by a bacterium called Borrelia burgdorferi which is trans-
mitted to humans by bites from ticks infected with the bacteria. The infection is generally mild
affecting only the skin, but can sometimes be more severe involving other organs. Ramblers,
campers and those who work in such areas especially if they come into contact with large
animals are at greatest risk of being bitten by ticks and of going on to develop the disease. A
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number of cases are diagnosed each year, but the true figure is unknown. However, research
has determined that there are about 30 human cases per year in Ireland. In 2007, 71 specimens
were confirmed positive for Lyme borreliosis, suggesting a crude incidence rate of 1.67 per
100,000 that year. A recent study in the west of Ireland at Galway University Hospital suggests
that the disease incidence may be higher in the Galway area.

Lyme disease is not a notifiable infectious disease in Ireland. This means that there is no
legal requirement on doctors to report cases to their local Director of Public Health, so this
makes estimates of incidence difficult. However, the schedule of infectious diseases is reviewed
on a periodic basis and inclusion of Lyme disease will be considered in the future.

A fact sheet on Lyme disease, developed by the Vectorborne Subcommittee of the Scientific
Subcommittee of the Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC), is available on their web-
site (www.hpsc.ie) to provide members of the general public and media with advice on minimis-
ing the risk of Lyme disease. This has recently been updated and provides information on
prevention and treatment of Lyme disease.

Hospital Staff.

373. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health and Children the progress made
in appointing support staff for the consultant neurologist that was appointed to the mid west
region in January 2008; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15221/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive, it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Proposed Legislation.

374. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children the actions she will
take to restrict the operation of head shops and the sale of products that are causing great
concerns to parents and medical professionals in view of the adverse reactions to these products
that are now presenting at accident and emergency departments in hospitals here; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [15224/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): In the light of the health risks
associated with some of the products being sold in so-called ‘head shops’, the Government has
agreed to the introduction of regulations under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1977 which will intro-
duce controls on a range of substances which are currently on sale in head shops. The sub-
stances concerned include:

• synthetic cannabinoids (SPICE products)

• benzylpiperazine (BZP) derivatives

• mephedrone, methylone and related cathinones

• GBL and 1,4 BD

Following the introduction of the regulations, the possession and sale of certain substances will
be illegal and subject to criminal sanctions under the Misuse of Drugs Act while the possession
and sale of other substances will be confined to use in legitimate industrial processes only.
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In accordance with EU law, it is necessary to notify the European Commission of the pro-
posed regulations and this imposes a 3 month stand-still period on the making of the regu-
lations. The regulations were notified in early April and allowing for the stand-still period will
be implemented at end June/early July.

The provisions of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1977 apply to named narcotic drugs and psycho-
tropic substances listed in the Schedules to the Act. Substances are scheduled in accordance
with Ireland’s international obligations or where there is evidence that the substances are caus-
ing significant harm to public health here. The list of substances is kept under constant review.

Medical Cards.

375. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health and Children when a decision will
issue on an application for a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15234/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

376. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health and Children the position regarding a
medical card renewal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [15235/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

377. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health and Children the position regarding
the renewal of a medical card in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and
if she will make a statement on the matter. [15236/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Health Services.

378. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Health and Children the development
plans of her Department for children’s cardiac care here; if specific milestones have been set
in that development; the obstacles to progress in achieving the desired targets; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [15253/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

379. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health and Children the reason for the
delay in considering an appeal on behalf of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 9; and if she
will expedite this appeal as soon as possible. [15255/10]
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Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Question No. 380 answered with Question No. 281.

Hospitals Building Programme.

381. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Health and Children if phase 3C of Naas
General Hospital in County Kildare has been included in the revised capital programme 2007
to 2013; and the timeframe for the project. [15275/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Consultation on the Health Service
Executive’s draft Capital Plan which sets out the Executive’s capital investment proposals over
the period 2010-2014 is ongoing between my Department, the HSE and the Department of
Finance. Details of the developments included in the plan will be published by the HSE follow-
ing its approval.

Health Services.

382. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Health and Children if her attention has
been drawn to the fact that waiting times for hearing tests for children at Newbridge and
Tallaght health centres have increased from three to four weeks in June 2006 to 15 to 16
months in 2010; and will she order the holding of additional clinics to eliminate the waiting
lists. [15282/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

383. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Health and Children if there has been
further progress in securing a community welfare public office in Naas, County Kildare.
[15283/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

384. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will support
a matter (details supplied). [15295/10]

Minister of State at the Department of the Health and Children (Deputy Áine Brady): I
regret that due to industrial action I am not in a position to provide a substantive response to
your Parliamentary Question. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you, however, I
would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Inter-Country Adoptions.

385. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will support
the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 9. [15296/10]
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440. Deputy Paul Connaughton asked the Minister for Health and Children the reason a file
has not been processed in respect of an inter-country adoption on behalf of a person (details
supplied) in County Galway in view of the fact that it has been ongoing for the past four or
five years; if her attention has been drawn to the fact that there are another 20 such adoptions
currently in a limbo situation and the Vietnamese window of opportunity will close shortly;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15804/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Barry Andrews): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 385 and 440 together.

It remains my intention to assist 20 named applicants to complete intercountry adoptions in
respect of children from Vietnam on an exceptional basis and insofar as it is practicable in law.
In communicating the decision to suspend the bilateral negotiations the Irish Government
asked the Vietnamese Government whether it will be possible to proceed with the adoptions
and that process is ongoing.

In response to recent concerns that Vietnam may be considering a suspension of intercountry
adoptions prior to the ratification of the Hague Convention, our Embassy in Vietnam clarified
the position with officials of the Ministry of Justice in Vietnam. The Vietnamese authorities
have advised that no suspension is planned.

Child Care Services.

386. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children the number
of families her Department refers per month to the Ballymun men’s resource centre, Dublin
11, for child contact services, in the absence of a State network of child contact services; and
if she will make a statement on the matter. [15299/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Barry Andrews): I
regret that due to industrial action I am not in a position to provide a substantive response to
your Parliamentary Question. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you, however, I
would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

387. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children the numbers
and locations of specialist Health Service Executive facilities for supervised contact with chil-
dren; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15300/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Barry Andrews): I
regret that due to industrial action I am not in a position to provide a substantive response to
your Parliamentary Question. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you, however, I
would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Inter-Country Adoptions.

388. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health and Children her views on the
situation which has arisen whereby Ireland has been blacklisted for adoption by the Russian
authorities; the reason Ireland is not obeying the necessary procedures regarding post-place-
ment reports on the children who were adopted; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [15318/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Barry Andrews):
Regions from within more than a dozen countries, including Ireland, the United States, the
United Kingdom and France were “blacklisted” by the Russian Ministry of Education, thus
suspending referrals for adoption. The issue as it pertains to Ireland relates to Post Placement
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Reports. When adopting from Russia, adoptive parents agree to complete a series of post
placement reports on the child which are to be lodged with the Russian authorities. It should
be noted that this is an administrative arrangement as part of the Russian adoption process
and not a legal requirement.

The issue arose previously, in 2009, and was resolved to the satisfaction of the Russian
authorities. I was surprised to learn of this latest problem as there had been recent positive
feedback from the Russian authorities on this issue and there was no indication that the Russian
authorities were about to take the decision to suspend adoptions for Irish applicants.

Once I became aware of the problem, contact was immediately made with the Russian
Embassy in Dublin to confirm the suspension of adoption activity and to seek the Embassy’s
assistance in identifying all outstanding reports. On receipt of this information the Health
Service Executive, in conjunction with the Adoption Board, examined the list and the up to
date position in relation to the reports was compiled. According to information received from
the HSE, more than half of the reports listed by the Russian authorities as outstanding were
previously completed by the adoptive parents and forwarded to the Russian Embassy in Dublin.
The majority of the remaining reports have been completed by the HSE and are currently with
the adoptive parents. In a small number of cases, adoptive parents have not engaged with the
HSE, thus preventing the completion of reports. I met with diplomats from the Russian
Embassy yesterday in order to review the position and with a view to re-opening the adoption
process for Irish applicants.

I am very aware of the anxiety experienced by those who are waiting to adopt from Russia
as a result of this issue. Parents who have already adopted from Russia are being encouraged
by the health authorities to provide any outstanding information to the Russian Government
in a timely fashion .

Hospital Waiting Lists.

389. Deputy Michael Noonan asked the Minister for Health and Children if her attention
has been drawn to the waiting list for urologist services in the mid western health region; if her
further attention has been drawn to the fact that only two urologists serve the region; the steps
the Health Service Executive will take to make further appointments; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [15321/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that,
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive, it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Nursing Home Subventions.

390. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Health and Children the reason a person
(details supplied) in Dublin 12 is being billed by the Health Service Executive for nursing home
charges; if the new fair deal scheme is applicable in this case; if the charges can be deferred;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15334/10]

Minister of State at the Department of the Health and Children (Deputy Áine Brady): I
regret that due to industrial action I am not in a position to provide a substantive response to
your Parliamentary Question. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you, however, I
would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.
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Services for People with Disabilities.

391. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health and Children the position regarding
an assessment of need under the Disability Act in respect of a person (details supplied) in
County Wicklow; if, in view of the assessment of need pointing out the severe difficulties, this
person needs to have the above services provided as a matter of urgency; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [15338/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): I wish
to advise the Deputy that due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is
not possible for the Executive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of
continuing concern to you, however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Health Service Staff.

392. Deputy Phil Hogan asked the Minister for Health and Children if the Health Service
Executive has the authority under the terms of the final framework agreement to place persons
into posts when the original post has not been abolished; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [15342/10]

393. Deputy Phil Hogan asked the Minister for Health and Children if the final framework
agreement, agreed between the interim Health Service Executive and the IMPACT union,
empowered the appointed mediator (details supplied) when the authority to order that public
competitions, operating under the terms of the Recruitment and Appointment Act 2004, be
ended and such posts used at the mediators discretion; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [15343/10]

394. Deputy Phil Hogan asked the Minister for Health and Children if the Health Service
Executive has the authority, under the terms of the final framework agreement, to place per-
sons into lower grade posts and allow those persons retain their higher level salary; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [15344/10]

395. Deputy Phil Hogan asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will order a review
of the operation of the final framework agreement agreed between the interim Health Service
Executive and the IMPACT trade union; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[15345/10]

396. Deputy Phil Hogan asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of occasions
when Health Service Executive staff have made written threats to sue the HSE with regard to
disputes relating to the operation of the final framework agreement, specifically disputes relat-
ing to posts awarded under the final framework agreement; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [15346/10]

397. Deputy Phil Hogan asked the Minister for Health and Children the mechanism, agreed
under the terms of the final framework agreement, for resolving disputes regarding the oper-
ation of the final framework; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15347/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I propose to take Questions Nos.
392 to 397, inclusive, together.

The framework agreement to which the Deputy refers was concluded between the then
interim Health Service Executive and the trade union IMPACT on 23 December 2004, prior
to the establishment of the Health Service Executive (HSE) on 1 January 2005. My Department
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was not involved with either the negotiations or content of this agreement. Section 22 of the
Health Act 2004, the legislation under which the HSE was established, provides that the HSE
has responsibility for the recruitment of employees, in accordance with the Public Service
Management (Recruitment and Appointments) Act 2004. The Health Act 2004, also provides
that the HSE shall determine the terms and conditions of employment of employees and their
grade. However, the Executive does require my approval, given with the consent of the Mini-
ster for Finance.

With regards to a review of the operation of this agreement, I understand that discussions
between the HSE and IMPACT, for the purpose of reviewing and agreeing changes to this
Framework Agreement and to agree an ongoing process to deal with organisational changes,
are already underway at the Labour Relations Commission. This is referred to in the Draft
Public Service Agreement 2010-2014, which is under consideration by all public sector unions.

Implementation of this agreement is a matter for the HSE. However, I wish to advise the
Deputy that, due to industrial action affecting the Executive, it is not possible for the Executive
to supply the information requested in relation to the detailed operation of this agreement and
the resolution of disputes arising under it. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Medical Cards.

398. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Health and Children if her attention has
been drawn to the long delays being encountered by persons who are applying for medical
cards, renewing medical cards or appealing medical card decisions; the reason for these delays;
the steps she intends to take to address the situation; if a fast track system exists for certain
categories of people applying for a medical card (details supplied); and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [15352/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Ambulance Service.

399. Deputy Paul Connaughton asked the Minister for Health and Children if her attention
has been drawn to the fact that there are a number of advanced paramedics here who are
suitably qualified; in view of the estimated cost €100,000 to train each paramedic to the
advanced paramedic standard if she will outline the number of advanced paramedics that are
likely to be needed over the next few years; if the existing cohort of such advanced paramedics
are sufficient for the proposed service in the future; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [15354/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Health Service Staff.

400. Deputy Paul Connaughton asked the Minister for Health and Children if it is proposed
by the Health Service Executive to have support staff such as multi-task attendants and other
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support staff in hospitals and public nursing homes replaced by outsourcing the jobs they do;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15355/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Health Services.

401. Deputy Paul Connaughton asked the Minister for Health and Children the reason a
person (details supplied) in County Galway has not yet been given any speech therapy from
the Health Service Executive; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15356/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): I wish
to advise the Deputy that due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is
not possible for the Executive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of
continuing concern to you, however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

402. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will consider
issues raised in correspondence (details supplied); if she will insure that the supports sought
are supplied; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15498/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): I regret
that due to industrial action I am not in a position to provide a substantive response to your
Parliamentary Question. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you, however, I would
invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Question No. 403 answered with Question No. 272.

Medical Cards.

404. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children if a person on the low
level back to work allowance of €100 per week is entitled to a medical card; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [15519/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Nursing Homes Repayment Scheme.

405. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of
nursing home refund applications still outstanding; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [15521/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The Health Service Executive
(HSE) has responsibility for administering the health repayment scheme in conjunction with
the appointed scheme administrator KPMG/McCann Fitzgerald.

Since the commencement of the scheme 35,000 applications have been received by the
Scheme Administrator. As of 9 April 21,274 offers of repayment totalling over €434 million
have been made and 19,074 payments have been completed to the value of over €428 million.
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In the region of 50 applications remain to be determined. The delay in completing these out-
standing applications is due to the quality of available records, probate issues and difficulties
in determining eligibility status of claimants. The time taken to process each application is
dependent on the complexity of the application and the availability of accurate records. In
addition an offer of repayment cannot be completed until the statutory 28 appeal period has
elapsed and a completed form of acceptance returned to the Scheme Administrator. Claimants
must be given the opportunity to appeal the decision of the Scheme Administrator and the
appeals process will impact on the overall timeframe for the completion of repayments under
the Scheme.

406. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of
nursing home refund appeals processed in the past 12 months; the length of time it takes to
process each application, both oral and written; the cost of administering the appeals office;
the payment mechanism for the appeals officers; when it is expected to clear the backlog; the
numbers involved; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15522/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The Health Repayment Scheme
Appeals Office is an independent office established to provide an appeals service to those who
wish to appeal the decision of the Scheme Administrator under the Health (Repayment
Scheme) Act 2006.

1,464 appeals were determined in 2009 and 225 have been determined in 2010. The Health
Repayment Scheme Appeals Office continues to receive completed Appeals Forms and it is
anticipated that the majority of appeals will be determined before the end of 2010. Information
submitted to my Department on waiting times for appeals to be determined does not distinguish
between those where an Oral Hearing has been requested and those where no such Hearing is
sought. As of 9 April 2010, the average time for all appeals that have been determined is 221
calendar days.

The Appeals Officers must investigate each appeal independently, these investigations can
require additional reviews by the Health Service Executive and the Scheme Administrator and
certain appeals present a high level of complexity. In addition a very high percentage of appel-
lants have requested an Oral Hearing with an Appeals Officer.

The Health Repayment Scheme Appeals Office was established in December 2006. Two
Appeals Officers have been appointed to consider appeals and the Office has four admini-
stration staff. The cost of administering the Appeals office since its establishment in 2006 up
to 31 December 2009 is €1.567million. Salaries are paid to the Appeals Officers and staff by
the Department of Health and Children. These salaries are then refunded on a quarterly basis
to the Department of Health and Children from the Special Account as provided for under
section 13 of the Health (Repayment Scheme) Act 2006.

Question No. 407 answered with Question No. 229.

Hospital Services.

408. Deputy Bernard Allen asked the Minister for Health and Children when a person
(details supplied) in Cork will be called for orthopaedic surgery in view of the fact that the
surgery has been considered necessary by their general practitioner and their consultant.
[15542/10]
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Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested.

However should the patient’s general practitioner consider that her condition warrants an
earlier appointment, he/she would be in the best position to take the matter up with the consult-
ant involved. As the Deputy may be aware, the National Treatment Purchase Fund arranges
treatment for patients who have been on a surgical waiting list for more than three months. It
is open to the person in question or anyone acting on their behalf to contact the Fund directly
in relation to their case.

Health Service Staff.

409. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will list the staff
employed under contract in the estates department of the Health Service Executive; their
individual and total salaries; their annual leave entitlements as agreed per their contract; the
reason it was necessary to employ additional outside staff when capital funding is very limited
and activity in new estates projects is severely curtailed and there appears to be ample perma-
nent employees in the HSE who could carry out the duties that these contract staff are tasked
with; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15545/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

410. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will confirm that
the Health Service Executive is or was paying salaries to two directors of service for the elderly
in HSE area 8 Coolock, Dublin; the reason there is duplication, that is, the two directors; and
if she will make a statement on the matter. [15546/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Question No. 411 answered with Question No. 272.

Departmental Properties.

412. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will
confirm the proposed use of Health Service Executive owned lands which have remained waste
ground for 30 years at Backcourt Road, Corduff, Dublin 15. [15554/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Health Research.

413. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children if her attention has
been drawn to information (details supplied) on ME chronic fatigue; if she will discuss this
information with the Irish ME/CFS Association; if she will ensure that every reasonable effort
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is being made to investigate all possibilities in relation to furthering the investigations here in
view of the fact that there are further studies being undertaken in the UK and the US; her
plans to bring this to the attention of the Irish Medical Organisation and in particular general
practitioners; her further plans to co-operate with authorities in Britain, Europe and the US to
endeavour to arrive at a suitable treatment for this disease in the shortest possible time; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [15566/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): The
Deputy’s question relates to the statutory functions of the Health Research Board (HRB),
which is the lead agency supporting and funding health research in Ireland. Accordingly, my
Department has asked the HRB to examine these matters and to respond directly to the
Deputy.

The Deputy’s question also relates to service matters which are a matter for the Health
Service Executive. However, I wish to advise the Deputy that due to industrial action affecting
the HSE it is not possible for the Executive to supply the information requested. If this matter
remains of continuing concern to you, however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in
due course.

Question No. 414 answered with Question No. 336.

Health Services.

415. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health and Children the position regarding
the orthodontic waiting time for students in County Wicklow; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [15580/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

416. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health and Children the position regarding
the orthodontic waiting time for students on County Carlow; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [15581/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Hospital Services.

417. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health and Children the position regarding
the dentist in Baltinglass Hospital, County Wicklow; the number of times the dentist attends;
the number of students waiting to be seen in Baltinglass Hospital; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [15582/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.
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418. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health and Children the position regarding
the physiotherapy service in Baltinglass Hospital, County Wicklow; the number of times the
physiotherapist attends; the number of persons on the waiting list; the length of time they are
waiting for an appointment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15583/10]

Minister of State at the Department of the Health and Children (Deputy Áine Brady): I
regret that due to industrial action I am not in a position to provide a substantive response to
your Parliamentary Question. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you, however, I
would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Health Services.

419. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health and Children the position regarding
the occupational therapist service for the west Wicklow area; the number of persons on the
waiting list; the length of time the are waiting for an appointment; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [15584/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): I wish
to advise the Deputy that due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is
not possible for the Executive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of
continuing concern to you, however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Hospital Waiting Lists.

420. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health and Children the reason a
person (details supplied) in Dublin 8 cannot get a surgical procedure for another nine
months. [15587/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Health Services.

421. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Health and Children the position regarding
a person (details supplied) in County Wicklow; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [15591/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Medical Aids and Appliances.

422. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health and Children if funding will
be provided for BAHA hearing aids (details supplied) for public patients in view of the fact
that the operation is available but some public health patients are being precluded because
they do not have the finance for the hearing aid. [15593/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
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tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Hospital Staff.

423. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children her policy of rehiring
staff at a hospital (details supplied) in County Dublin who have received early retirement
packages and compensation; if it is the policy of the Health Service Executive to offer
employees early retirement compensation and then rehire them; her view of whether this is an
efficient use of funding and resources; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[15735/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Applicants under the Incentivised
Scheme of Early Retirement in the public health sector (ISER) are not eligible for re-employ-
ment in the public health sector. I understand that the employees to which this question refers,
did not receive an early retirement ‘package’, rather they got their normal superannuation
entitlements provided for under Section 66(1)(c) the Mental Treatment Act, 1945. Under this
Act, retirees whose names have been added to a register established under Section 65 of the
Act, have a minimum retirement age of 55 and access to doubling of years for service in excess
of 20 years. It should be noted that these provisions do not apply to new entrants as defined
by the Public Service Superannuation (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 2004 (Section 12 of
that Act).

The (Pensions) Abatement Act 1965 provides the legislative basis for the suspension or
reduction of an allowance (pension) where, after retirement, a scheme pensioner is employed
in an agency/organisation in which the superannuation scheme paying the pension applies.
Remuneration plus pension for the specified period should not exceed the up-rated remuner-
ation for the post from which the pensioner retired. Abatement of pension (Circular 21/2005
refers) applies in all cases where the employer needs to re-engage the services of persons in
receipt of pension.

I am informed by the HSE that it only resorts to the use of a retired employee to meet
particular frontline service needs which cannot be met in any other way. The 2010 Employment
Control Framework for the health service has been approved. The Framework provides the
HSE with the ability to deal with critical exceptions to the moratorium once the overall
reduction in health employment numbers, as agreed by Government, are being met. The
Framework provides for a number of exceptions to the general moratorium on recruitment,
promotion and acting up. I am pleased to report that the first 100 psychiatric nurse vacancies
that arise can be filled (by psychiatric nurses or otherwise) to support the implementation of
A Vision for Change.

I regret that due to industrial action in HSE I am not in a position to provide a substantive
response in relation to the named individuals to which your Parliamentary Question refers. If
this matter remains of continuing concern to you, however, I would invite you to raise it with
me again in due course.

Medical Cards.

424. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health and Children when a person (details
supplied) in County Mayo will be approved for a medical card. [15741/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
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tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Ministerial Travel.

425. Deputy Jim O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health and Children further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 329 of 23 March 2010, if she will furnish the details of the costs, or if not yet
available, the estimates regarding foreign travel, accommodation and related ministerial and
official costs associated with St. Patrick’s Day 2010. [15748/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The provisional costs to my
Department in respect of St. Patrick’s Day travel abroad are set out in the table. The exact
cost of a number of items cannot be confirmed at this time because they were met in the first
instance by the relevant Embassy and have not yet been passed on to my Department. In
addition, since a number of subsistence claims have not yet been submitted, estimates of these
have been included. All provisional figures are indicated by an asterisk.
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Journey Delegation No. of nights Travel costs Accommodation Other costs
costs

New Zealand Minister Harney and four 13 Flights: €19,990.50 €5,165.68 (4 Dinner hosted by Minister for
others rooms) Honorary Consul &

Enterprise Ireland client (8
in attendance): €665.16

Taxis/car hire: €2,390.94 Gifts estimate: €380

Expenses estimate: €5,726

Copenhagen, Oslo, Stockholm Minister Brady and one other 4 Flights: €1,188.24 €1,196 Gift: €50

Taxis/car hire: Cost not Expenses estimate: €1,031
available

New York Minister Andrews and one 6 Flights: €1,568.82 €1,984 Gifts: €268.59
other

Taxis: €47+ 1 day car hire Expenses: €1,293.40
amount not available

Edinburgh Minister Moloney and one 3 Flights: €279.24 €855 Expenses: €480
other

Taxis/car hire: €1,950.80
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Social Welfare Payments.

426. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health and Children the scale of
and the reasons for different interpretations employed by community welfare officers here in
terms of whether they consider the amount of interest to be reasonable when using their dis-
cretionary power toward mortgage interest supplement or not. [15752/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Health Services.

427. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children her view on a matter
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15753/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Hospital Services.

428. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children further to
Parliamentary Question No. 114 of 3 March 2010 when a reply will issue form the Health
Service Executive. [15754/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Child Care Services.

429. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children further to
Parliamentary Question No. 309 of 26 January 2010 when a reply will issue form the Health
Service Executive. [15755/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Barry Andrews): I
regret that due to industrial action I am not in a position to provide a substantive response to
your Parliamentary Question. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you, however, I
would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Health Services.

430. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children further to
Parliamentary Question No. 221 of 3 February 2010 when a reply will issue form the Health
Service Executive. [15756/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
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tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Medical Cards.

431. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children further to
Parliamentary Question No. 139 of 4 February 2010 when a reply will issue form the Health
Service Executive. [15757/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Hospital Accommodation.

432. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children further to
Parliamentary Question No. 140 of 4 February 2010 when a reply will issue form the Health
Service Executive. [15758/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Medical Cards.

433. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children further to
Parliamentary Question No. 144 of 4 February 2010 when a reply will issue form the Health
Service Executive. [15759/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Health Service Executive Reports.

434. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children further to
Parliamentary Question No. 202 of 7 July 2009 when a reply will issue form the Health Service
Executive. [15760/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): A letter issued to the Deputy in
December 2009 from the Executive which outlined the position at that time and provided what
information was available. Work on the remainder of the information sought by the Deputy
has been interrupted due to the industrial action affecting the Executive but will resume as
soon as this action ceases.

Departmental Reports.

435. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health and Children further to
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Parliamentary Question No. 357 of 16 September 2009 when the Health Service Executive’s
report will issue. [15761/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Medical Cards.

436. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health and Children when a medical
card will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [15764/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Hospital Charges.

437. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Health and Children the reason a person
(details supplied) in Dublin 12 has been ordered to repay the Health Service Executive a
sum of money for long-stay charges; if arrangements will be made to make the repayment by
instalments; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15770/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I regret that due to industrial
action I am not in a position to provide a substantive response to your Parliamentary Question.
If this matter remains of continuing concern to you, however, I would invite you to raise it
with me again in due course.

Question No. 438 answered with Question No. 272.

Medical Cards.

439. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health and Children if persons (details
supplied) in County Mayo are entitled to the over-70 medical card. [15787/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I wish to advise the Deputy that
due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Execu-
tive to supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you,
however, I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Question No. 440 answered with Question No. 385.

Question No. 441 answered with Question No. 336.

Hospital Staff.

442. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will report on
the shortage of non-consultant hospital doctors; the locations at which non-consultant hospital
doctors posts cannot be filled at present; the action she will take to address this problem;
the number of consultant posts that remain unfilled in the various hospitals via category or
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specialisation; the way she will address this deficit of non-consultant hospital doctors and con-
sultant doctor posts in our health care system; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [15819/10]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Subject to overall parameters set
by Government, the Health Service Executive (HSE) has responsibility for determining the
composition of its staffing complement. In that regard, it is a matter for the Executive to
manage and deploy its human resources to best meet the requirements of its Annual Service
Plan for the delivery of health and personal social services to the public. I wish to advise the
Deputy that due to industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible
for the Executive to supply information in relation to the number of unfilled consultant and
NCHD posts in specific hospitals. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you, however,
I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course.

Government policy is to increase consultant numbers in the hospital sector with a related
decrease in NCHD numbers. The moratorium on recruitment in the health sector is framed so
as to provide the necessary level of flexibility to support the implementation of this policy.
Against this background, the HSE recently advised my Department that the number of medical
consultant posts in the health service increased by 70 wholetime equivalent posts between 31
December 2008 and 31 January 2010. Annual increases in consultant numbers have been the
norm in recent years as we move towards a consultant delivered service.

Concerns have been expressed in relation to a possible reduction in NCHD numbers when
the new rotational cycle commences in July. I understand that the HSE, in order to ensure
adequate NCHD staffing levels and continued service delivery, has established a Human
Resources and Integrated Services Directorate Group to address the matter. This Group is
currently working on initiatives to ensure that services will continue to be available when the
new rotations commence in July 2010.

Social Welfare Benefits.

443. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of
applications for domiciliary care allowance received in each of the past three years to date in
2010; the number granted, refused or pending in each case. [15842/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): Appli-
cations for the Domiciliary Care Allowance were processed and decided on by the Health
Service Executive up to and including 1 April 2009. I wish to advise the Deputy that due to
industrial action affecting the Health Service Executive it is not possible for the Executive to
supply the information requested. If this matter remains of continuing concern to you, however,
I would invite you to raise it with me again in due course. Since 1st April 2009 all applications
for Domiciliary Care Allowance are a matter for the Department of Social and Family Affairs.
I understand the Deputy has requested the information from that Department separately.

Civil Aviation Regulations.

444. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Transport if he is aware of the new EU
civil aviation regulations in respect of the prohibition of the carrying of ammunition in hold
baggage (details supplied); if this will have an impact on Irish tourism and sport; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [14676/10]
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448. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Transport if the new EU civil aviation
regulations in respect of the prohibition of the carrying of ammunition in hold baggage will not
apply to the system traditionally used by target shooters and hunters of transporting ammu-
nition in a separate lockable box in hold baggage in view of the fact that this would have an
enormous impact on Irish tourism and Irish sport; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [14677/10]

450. Deputy Paul Gogarty asked the Minister for Transport if the system of target shooters
and hunters transporting ammunition in a separate lockable box in their hold luggage will be
prohibited under the new civil aviation regulations; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [14860/10]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): I propose to take Questions Nos. 444, 448
and 450 together.

Civil aviation security at EU airports is governed by Regulations (EC) Nos. 300/2008 and,
185/2010, which are due to come into effect on 29 April 2010. The Annex to Regulation (EC)
No. 185/2010 contains a list of items that are prohibited from being carried in the hold of an
aircraft. This list of prohibited items is available to the public.

Among the items listed as prohibited from being carried in the hold of an aircraft is ammu-
nition. However, according to point 5.4.2 of the Annex to Regulation (EC) 185/2010, exemp-
tions may be granted on condition that the appropriate authority has national rules permitting
the carriage of the article and, that applicable safety rules are complied with.

To date Ireland has allowed for the carrying of ammunition in hold baggage provided that
certain conditions are complied with. We intend, in common with most EU Member States to
continue to permit the carriage of ammunition in hold baggage provided that it is declared and
transported in accordance with Dangerous Goods Regulations and it is the policy of the air
carrier in question to allow for the carriage of such items.

Road Traffic Offences.

445. Deputy Shane McEntee asked the Minister for Transport the legislation in place that
requires lorries carrying heavy loads to cover materials with a tarpaulin or similar sheeting;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14548/10]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): Provisions relating to vehicles carrying loads
on public roads are contained in Article 96 (3) and (4) of the Road Traffic (Construction,
Equipment and Use of Vehicles) Regulations, 1963, (S.I. 190 of 1963). Enforcement of these
regulations is a matter for an Garda Síochána.

Rail Services.

446. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport if a business case has
been prepared for commuter rail services between Wexford and Waterford; if he will support
such an initiative in the interests of efficient, economic and sustainable travel; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [14562/10]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): Decisions in relation to the provision and
development of rail services and the preparation of business cases in relation to such decisions
are a matter for Irish Rail in conjunction, where appropriate, with the National Transport
Authority in relation to public service obligation services.
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Regional Airports.

447. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Transport the amount provided in subsid-
ies to each regional airport; the amount that is provided in subsidies for flights to regional
airports; the breakdown of such by airport; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[14674/10]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): The amount of subvention paid to the
regional airports under the Core Airports Operational Expenditure Subvention Scheme (Opex)
for the year 2009 is set out in the table below.

Airport €

Galway 962,000

Kerry Nil

Sligo 313,000

Donegal 131,000

Ireland West Airport Knock 445,000

Waterford 1,494,000

Total 3,345,000

Information on air service PSO contracts and contracted amounts in respect of the current
contract period is set out in the table below.

Service from Dublin Carrier Contract period July 2008 to July
2011

€

Galway Aer Arann 10,016,393

Kerry Ryanair 5,250,000

Sligo/Donegal Aer Arann 16,924,570

Knock/Derry Aer Arann 12,650,603

Total 44,841,566

The services for Sligo/Donegal and Knock/Derry are provided under combined contracts. The
contracts are fixed price contracts for each route or route combination.

Question No. 448 answered with Question No. 444.

Marine Safety.

449. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Transport further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 265 on 8 December 2009, if promised upgrades at a facility (details supplied) will be
provided in 2010; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14841/10]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): Refurbishment works are well advanced in
the Leeson Lane building, and the installation of the new equipment is well underway. The
testing of the installed Integrated Communications System (ICS) and the training for Marine
Rescue Co-ordination Centre (MRCC) staff will commence in May 2010. The ICS system is
expected to be live by July. The dual operation of the new and old equipment in the Dublin
will last for at least a four-week period, after which the MRCC function will transfer building
later this year.
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The equipment for Malin and Valentia Marine Rescue Sub Co-ordination Centres has been
delivered to the Coast Guard Stores and will be activated as soon as possible. It is important
that the current ICS systems in Valentia and Malin are not changed until Dublin is complete
and connected to all radio sites so that the required redundancy is available. The adaptation
of the buildings in Malin and Valentia to take the new configuration is awaiting an Office of
Public Works report. It is anticipated that work will commence on one of the Centres in late
2010 and on the other building in 2011, subject to funding.

Question No. 450 answered with Question No. 444.

Departmental Equipment.

451. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Transport the number of personal com-
puters and laptops currently deployed within his Department and each agency under its aegis
in tabular form. [14889/10]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): Set out below is the number of personal
computers and laptops currently deployed within my Department.

Equipment Amount

Personal Computers 629

Laptops 97

The deployment of computers or laptops within agencies is a day-to-day matter for the agen-
cies themselves.

452. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Transport the number of photocopiers,
laser printers, inkjet printers and multifunctional devices currently deployed within his Depart-
ment and each agency under its aegis in tabular readable form. [14904/10]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): Set out below is the number of photo-
copiers, laser printers, inkjet printers and multifunctional devices currently deployed within
my Department.

Equipment Amount

Photocopiers 33

Laser printers 235

Inkjet printers 13

Multifunctional devices 31

The deployment of photocopiers, laser printers, inkjet printers or multifunctional devices within
agencies is a matter for the agencies themselves.

Departmental Expenditure.

453. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Transport the total spend by his Depart-
ment and each agency under its aegis on printer consumables (details supplied) for each of the
years 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 in tabular form. [14919/10]
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Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): Set out below is the approximate total spend
by my Department on printer consumables for each of the years 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and to
date in 2010.

Year Amount

€

2006 28,000

2007 28,000

2008 67,000

2009 34,000

2010 (to date) 10,000

The total spend on printer consumables within agencies is a day-to-day matter for the agen-
cies themselves.

Departmental Equipment.

454. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Transport if he will detail in tabular
form the number of reams of A4 sized paper and A3 sized paper purchased in 2006, 2007,
2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 by his Department and each agency under its aegis; and the
proportion of which is 100% recycled paper. [14934/10]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): It is the Department’s policy to use only
recycled paper wherever possible. Approximately 95% of A3 and A4 sized paper used by the
Department of Transport is recyclable. The remaining 5% relates to specialist paper used
mainly for colour presentations, for which the paper has to be heavier and more robust for
effective and efficient reproduction. Annual data on the number of reams used is currently
being collated and I will write separately to the Deputy once this is to hand.

Insofar as the agencies under the aegis of the Department of Transport are concerned, the
arrangements for the procurement of paper is a matter that is dealt with directly by the agen-
cies concerned.

Civil Aviation Regulations.

455. Deputy Michael D. Higgins asked the Minister for Transport the process of granting
exemptions from Articles 6 and 7 in the Air Navigation Order 1973; if a separate exemption
must be sought for every flight by an exempted aircraft; the total number of aircraft permitted
to carry munitions of war over Ireland exempt from Articles 6 and 7 as of 1 January 2010.
[15044/10]

456. Deputy Michael D. Higgins asked the Minister for Transport the criteria used to decide
if an exemption from the provisions of Article 6 of the Air Navigation is granted; the reason
applications in recent years have not been granted; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [15045/10]

457. Deputy Michael D. Higgins asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has been
drawn to the final destination of the flights carrying arms; the procedures in place to ensure
they are not destined for embargoed destinations or destined for end-users likely to commit
war crimes or human rights violations. [15046/10]
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Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): I propose to take Questions Nos. 455 to
457, inclusive, together.

The carriage of weapons and munitions of war on civilian aircraft is prohibited under the
Air Navigation (Carriage of Munitions of War, Weapons and Dangerous Goods) Orders, 1973
and 1989, unless an exemption from this prohibition is granted by the Minister for Transport.
The 1989 Order amended the 1973 Order to allow the Minister to specify the particular aircraft
operation that he may exempt from the requirements of Articles 6 or 7 of the Orders. Pre-
viously the 1973 Order had provided for exemptions for a class of aircraft rather than a specific
aircraft operation. The number of exemptions issued since 1 January 2010 is approximately 420.

The origin and destination of the flight is specified in the application for an exemption. In
respect of each application the Department of Transport seeks the views of the Department of
Foreign Affairs in relation to foreign policy, the Department of Justice and Law Reform in
relation to security and, if the weapons/munitions are classified as ‘dangerous goods’ by the
International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO), the views of the Irish Aviation Authority
in relation to air safety. If any of these bodies objects, the Minister will not grant an exemption.
For security reasons it is not the practice to comment on any reasons given for refusal in any
particular case unless the cargo is of a nature that its carriage is specifically prohibited under
international law (e.g. the carriage of landmines is prohibited under the provisions of the
Ottawa Convention). Each application for an exemption is also sent to the Department of
Defence for information.

Road Network.

458. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport if he has been briefed
by the Nation Roads Authority or any community or local representatives in Limerick west on
the proposed N21 Adare Bypass and the N21 Adare-Abbeyfeale scheme; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [15052/10]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): I have received a number of representations
from local individuals and public representatives in relation to the development of this section
of roadway and consequently the NRA has provided briefing about its proposals for improve-
ments along the route. I should point out that the NRA is currently carrying out a review of
completion dates and appropriate design standards for national road projects in accordance
with the commitment in the Renewed Programme for Government. This review is scheduled
for completion by late Summer.

Public Transport.

459. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Transport further to his under-
taking to the Implementation of the Good Friday Agreement Committee in May 2008 to raise
the issue of the impossibility of buying cross-Border bus tickets on-line due to incompatibility
between the Bus Éireann and Ulster Bus computer systems, if he will confirm that he did raise
the issue as promised; the bodies with whom he raised it; the response he received; the further
actions he has taken regarding this matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[15203/10]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): This is an operational matter for the bus
companies concerned and not one in which I have any role.

Road Safety.

460. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Transport the structures that are in place
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to ensure that rogue driving instructors not registered with the Road Safety Authority are
prevented from operating; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15212/10]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): Under section 4 of the Road Safety Auth-
ority Act 2006, registration of driving instructors is a function of the Road Safety Authority
(RSA). Under the Road Traffic (Driving Instructor Licensing) (No. 2) Regulations 2009 (S.I.
No. 203 of 2009), authorisation and registration of driving instructors and administration of
driving instructor’s licences are matters for the Road Safety Authority.

461. Deputy Michael D’Arcy asked the Minister for Transport if there is a potential ban for
pulling trailers for mechanically propelled vehicles; if there is, is it likely to be relevant to four
wheel drive vehicles; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15331/10]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): Road Traffic legislation sets specific require-
ments for trailers using public roads in this State. These include provisions on the construction,
equipment, use and lighting of trailers along with requirements for their licensing, plating and
roadworthiness testing. By October 2013 all new trailers built in the EU will have to be Type
Approved to the minimum EC or national standard before being used on a public road in any
EU Member State. I am not aware of any proposal to ban the towing of a trailer by a mechan-
ically propelled vehicle.

Smarter Travel.

462. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport if he has selected a pilot city
for the introduction of the smarter travel proposals; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [15725/10]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): The 11 shortlisted Areas announced in
December last are currently finalizing their bids for Stage 2 of the competition, which will close
to entries on April 30. I have convened a selection panel to meet during May and following
receipt of their recommendations I hope to be in a position to announce the successful Smarter
Travel Areas in June.

Ministerial Travel.

463. Deputy Jim O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Transport further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 372 of 23 March 2010, if he will furnish the details of the costs, or if not yet available,
the estimates regarding foreign travel, accommodation and related Ministerial and official costs
associated with St. Patrick’s Day 2010. [15750/10]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): The information sought by the Deputy is
currently being compiled and will be made available to him at a later date.

Air Services.

464. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Transport if he received correspondence
(details supplied); if so, the way he will address the issues therein and in particular, safety
recommendation 24 of 2008 — The IAA in conjunction with the NMAI, should review the
regulatory and operational framework of microlight operations in Ireland; his plans to deal
with the issue outlined in the letter which claims that microlights may be flying unregulated
here and possibly unknown to air traffic controllers; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [15769/10]
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Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): I refer the Deputy to my reply to Questions
Nos. 352, 357, 361, 362, 364 and 365 taken together on 23 March 2010.

Statutory responsibility for the regulation of safety standards of civil aviation in the State
has been vested in the Irish Aviation Authority (IAA) under the Irish Aviation Authority Act
1993. I have no function in this regard. I am advised by the IAA that, arising from the com-
pletion of the written consultation process and the consideration of the responses received,
together with representations from the National Microlight Association of Ireland (NMAI),
they have arranged a further meeting with the NMAI at the end of April to discuss issues
arising.

The IAA have stated that in order to facilitate the full consideration of the outcome of this
meeting the target date for the publication of the results of the consultation process and the
new Microlight Policy is now 14th May 2010.

Appointments to State Boards.

465. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport the number of nominees to
State and semi-State bodies made by his Department from 2002 to June 2007; the income for
each nominee from each board; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15773/10]

Minister for Transport (Deputy No el Dempsey): The names of all appointees to bodies and
agencies under the remit of the Department of Transport is set out in the response to
Parliamentary Question No. 251 of 3rd February 2010. The reply covers the period from the
establishment of the Department of Transport on 6th June 2002 to end 2009.

Cycle Facilities.

466. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport the number of civil servants
who have signed up to the cycle to work scheme in his Department. [15774/10]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): I wish to advise the Deputy that sixteen
staff members from the Department of Transport have signed up for the cycle to work scheme.

Rail Network.

467. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport the status of the DART
underground; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15775/10]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): Since 1st December 2009, this is a matter
which comes under the remit of the National Transport Authority (NTA). The Oireachtas
Liaison Officer for the NTA is Mr. Matt Benville, The National Transport Authority, 59 Daw-
son St., Dublin 2.

Road Projects.

468. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport if he will provide a breakdown
of the projects on which capital investment and funding will be placed in 2010; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [15776/10]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): In 2010 a total of nine national road projects
will be completed. The M9 Waterford to Knocktopher opened on 22 March. The remaining
eight are:
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Route Scheme

M/N3 Clonee to North of Kells

N7 Limerick Tunnel

M7 Nenagh to Limerick

M7 Castletown to Nenagh

M7/M8 Portlaoise to Cullahill/Castletown

M9 Carlow to Knocktopher

N18 Crusheen to Gort

M50 Upgrade Phase 2

M1 & M4 Motorway Service Areas (Tranche 1)

Construction will continue on the N18 Gort to Crusheen and on the N21 Castleisland Bypass,
with both projects expected to be completed in 2011.

Two major public transport projects have already been completed this year — the Kildare
Route Project and Phase 1 of the Western Rail Corridor. The Luas extension to Cherrywood
and Phase 1 of the Navan Rail line will both open later this year, and construction is continuing
on the Luas extension to Citywest, which is due for completion in 2011.

The oral hearing before An Bord Pleanála for Metro North concluded on March 10 and it
is expected that a decision on the railway order application will be made later this year. Plan-
ning, design and consultation on the DART Underground Programme will continue in 2010
and Irish Rail hopes to make an application for a railway order later in the year. It is also hoped
to make applications for railway orders in respect of Luas line BX/D (Cross City Centre/Liffey
Junction) and Metro West in 2010. Work is continuing on the Dublin city centre resignalling
project, the Quality Bus Network in the Greater Dublin Area, traffic management in regional
cities, the Railway Safety Programme, the integrated ticketing project and the automatic vehicle
location system being rolled out on Dublin Bus services.

2010 will see increased investment in Smarter Travel measures to improve the sustainability
of our travel and transport systems. Among the projects to be progressed are the Portobello
to Fairview and Adamstown off-road cycle routes in Dublin; the Rochestown to Passage West
route and the Carrigaline cycle network in Cork; and the Fisheries Field route in Galway. Some
30 other projects around the country will be supported under the Smarter Travel Demon-
stration Projects Fund. I will announce, in June, the areas that will be supported under the
Smarter Travel Areas Competition.

Other projects ongoing include essential capital works at the country’s regional airports,
remedial projects at regional harbours and Irish Coastguard building projects.

Smarter Travel.

469. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport the status of the freight forum
as proposed in the Smarter Travel policy document; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [15777/10]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): My Department and the Northern Ireland
Department for Regional Development jointly chaired an initial meeting of the All-Island
Freight Forum in Dublin Castle on 29 January last. This meeting was attended by a wide range
of stakeholders with an interest in promoting a sustainable freight sector.
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A number of the priority issues were identified, namely, being competitive in a sustainable
manner; safer, compliant, eco-efficient, road freight transport; rail freight and other alterna-
tives; international connectivity; network management. These are now being followed up.

Road Traffic Offences.

470. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport his plans to tackle uninsured
drivers; the number of uninsured drivers recorded by his Department annually since 2005; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15778/10]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): The Road Traffic Acts already provide for
the offence of using a vehicle without insurance. Under the Acts, the Judge hearing a case
under section 56 of the Principal Act, can elect to apply a consequential disqualification or the
endorsement of 5 penalty points on a driving licence record of a person convicted of such
an offence.

As of end of March this year, over 13,700 drivers have received penalty points for driving
without insurance since points were first introduced for the offence in June 2003. The number
of drivers receiving a consequential disqualification is a matter for the Garda Commissioner.

Smarter Travel.

471. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport his views on congestion
charging; his plans to introduce same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15779/10]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): The Government’s view on congestion
charging is set out in Action 11 of the Smarter Travel policy framework. This framework, which
extends until 2020, states that fiscal measures would be needed to act as a disincentive to
unnecessary car travel. Specific measures are not being proposed or considered at this point
in time.

Public Transport.

472. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport the number of buses in the
Dublin Bus fleet annually each year from 2004 to date in 2010; the peak hour passenger
numbers in Dublin Bus annually in that period; the annual subvention to Dublin Bus each year
in that period; the number of replacement buses provided annually each year in that period; if
he will provide a breakdown of Dublin Bus passenger capacity annually in that period; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [15780/10]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): I have requested Dublin Bus to compile the
information requested and to forward it directly to the Deputy.

Smarter Travel.

473. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport his plans to set targets for e-
working as set out in the Smarter Travel document; when he will publish such targets; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [15781/10]

474. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport when he expects to com-
mission research on e-working centres to establish their viability; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15782/10]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): I propose to take Questions Nos. 473 and
474 together.
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My Department is currently working with an Interdepartmental Working Group (IDWG) to
consider an Action Plan in this area. The Group comprises representatives from a number of
Departments, the Office of Public Works and the HSE, and part of its remit is to consider the
potential for e-working locations near key employment centres. The Action Plan will be
informed by a seminar to be held in May to explore the potential of e-working for organisations
and to open up the issues to be considered.

Civil Service Staff.

475. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport if he will provide details of
the workplace travel plan introduced in his Department; the number of civil service staff partici-
pating as a percentage of all Department staff; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [15783/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Ciarán Cuffe): My Department’s
Workplace Travel Plan includes measures such as a lift sharing website; provision of bicycles
in each office location in Dublin for inter-office travelling and to facilitate those who wish to
try commuting by bicycle; walkers and bicycle users groups; information for staff on public
transport service timetables; information on walking distances to the Department’s offices from
suburban areas; and promotion of monthly public transport tickets, the annual travel pass and
the cycle to work tax saver scheme. Cycling facilities in some of my Department’s offices have
been improved.

At this stage, some 79% of my Department’s staff travel to work either on foot, by bicycle
or by public transport.

Ports Policy Review.

476. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport his plans to review the 2005
Ports Policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15784/10]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): During the debates on the Harbours
(Amendment) Act 2009 I indicated that a review of the Ports Policy Statement would be
conducted over the course of this year.

Such a review is timely both in terms of the passage of time since publication of the Policy
Statement in 2005 and the current challenges facing the sector.

Work on a consultation document has commenced and I hope to publish the document
during the summer.

Proposed Legislation.

477. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport when the Sustainable Travel
and Transport Bill will be published; the status of this Bill; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [15785/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Ciarán Cuffe): My Department is
currently undertaking the necessary analysis to identify what measures might be included in a
Sustainable Travel and Transport Bill. I regard the enactment of this Bill as a very important
measure in the promotion of Smarter Travel in this Country and it is my intention to publish
the Bill as soon as possible.
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Smarter Travel.

478. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport when he plans to publish his
first progress report on the Smarter Travel report; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [15786/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Ciarán Cuffe): Quarterly updates
on progress in the implementation of the Smarter Travel Policy in 2009 have been published
electronically on http://www.smartertravel.ie/progress-updates.

The Smarter Travel policy also commits to a biennial report to Government, with the first
report to be submitted in late 2010.

Departmental Funding.

479. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if he
will support a matter (details supplied). [14473/10]

480. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if he
will support an organisation (details supplied) with funding in 2010. [14474/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 479 and 480 together.

The Government is fully committed to fulfilling its obligations under the Good Friday Agree-
ment. Part of that was the setting up of a Scheme to disburse monies under a number of
headings to victims of the Northern Ireland Conflict.

In 2003, the Government established the Remembrance Commission with a budget of up to
€9m, of which €1.5m was allocated for victim support services. From 2003-2008 the Remem-
brance Commission operated a Scheme of Acknowledgement, Remembrance and Assistance
for Victims in this Jurisdiction of the Conflict in Northern Ireland.

Under the Scheme, payments could be made to individuals under various categories such as
acknowledgement payments, economic hardship payments and medical expenses payments.
The Scheme also contained a provision to enable payments to be paid to groups offering
support services to victims of the conflict. Under this element of the Scheme payments were
made to the organisation to which the Deputy refers for the purpose of meeting the counselling
and other needs of victims or their family members. During the period of operation of the
Scheme this organisation received a total of €1.2m of the €1.5m allocated for victim support
services and was the only recipient of money under this heading. The provision of these
services, which were supportive and sensitive to the needs of victims, was made in the spirit of
the Good Friday Agreement. In addition the organisation had received over €890,000 from the
Department of the Taoiseach in the period 2000-2003.

The term of appointment of the Remembrance Commission came to an end on 31 October
2008. Therefore, funding under the Scheme is no longer available. I took a decision, however,
to grant further funding to the group totalling €190,300 to enable it to continue to operate
while seeking to put alternative funding options in place.

As I have made clear, my first priority is to ensure that those victims who require ongoing
medical treatment for injuries sustained in bombings and other incidents arising from the con-
flict in Northern Ireland will continue to be provided for. I have made special arrangements to
have these costs provided by my Department through the Victims of Crime Office.
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481. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if grant
aid is available for the management and functioning of disability advocacy groups; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [14685/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): My Department
has no funding out of which moneys are generally available for disability advocacy groups.
However, currently, my Department funds People with Disabilities in Ireland, which represents
people with disabilities, their families and carers and aims to ensure that they have the oppor-
tunity to contribute to and influence policies and decisions that impact on their lives.

Visa Applications.

482. Deputy Michael D. Higgins asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the number visas held by domestic workers employed in the private homes of foreign diplomats
here (details supplied); the conditions attached to such visas; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [15043/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The status of diplo-
matic and other staff of foreign missions, including private domestic workers or private servants
employed by diplomats, is regulated by the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations which,
under the Diplomatic Relations and Immunities Act 1967, has the force of law in the State.
The Convention provides that the sending state must notify the Ministry for Foreign Affairs,
or such other ministry as may be agreed, in the receiving state of the arrival and departure of
diplomatic staff, their family members and private servants and the engagement and discharge
of persons resident in the receiving state as members of the mission or private servants entitled
to privileges and immunities.

Persons who are in the State as private domestic workers for foreign diplomats are given
an endorsement in their passport by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service which
acknowledges their status in the State. They are not required to be issued with a separate
GNIB registration card and accordingly they would not be recorded in the register of foreign
nationals from which statistics are extracted. Therefore the statistical information sought by
the Deputy is not available.

The person concerned enjoys certain exemptions in respect of taxes and dues in the course
of their employment, so long as they are not nationals of or permanently resident in the receiv-
ing State.

Disabilities Policy.

483. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
responsibilities of respective Ministers and Departments in respect of formulating, imple-
menting and overseeing policy in relation to disabilities; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [15543/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): Replies to Ques-
tions on the specific responsibilities of each Department in relation to disability are matters
for the relevant Minister.

Garda Operations.

484. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if he
will support a matter (details supplied). [14484/10]
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Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I have requested a
report from the Garda authorities in relation to the matter referred to by the Deputy. I will
contact the Deputy again when the report is to hand.

Fraud Offences.

485. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
steps he has taken to tackle the growing problem of persons or groups dropping leaflets to
houses masquerading as charity organisations seeking donations of clothes and other goods;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14496/10]

486. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if there
have been any prosecutions of persons or groups dropping leaflets to houses masquerading as
charity organisations seeking donations; if this is part of wider criminal activity by the same
persons; the amount this criminal activity is costing genuine charities; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [14497/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 485 and 486 together.

Section 6 of the Criminal Justice (Theft and Fraud) Offences Act, 2001 provides for the
offence of making gain or causing loss by deception. Any complaints received by An Garda
Síochána regarding the activities referred to by the Deputy are the subject of investigation and
possible criminal proceedings where the evidence disclosed so warrants.

The role of the Gardaí is to investigate alleged offences, to gather whatever evidence may
be available and to submit a report to the Director of Public Prosecutions. The question of
whether or not a particular person should be prosecuted and for what criminal offence is the
responsibility of the DPP. The Director, who is independent in the performance of his func-
tions, makes his decision on the basis of the Garda findings viewed against the background of
common and/or statute law.

The Garda Síochána Act 2005 makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime
statistics by the Central Statistics Office, as the national statistical agency, and the CSO has
established a dedicated unit for this purpose.

I have requested the CSO to provide relevant statistics directly to the Deputy.

Asylum Applications.

487. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
position regarding an asylum application in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin
11. [14509/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The person con-
cerned applied for asylum on 1 November 2004. In accordance with Section 9 of the Refugee
Act 1996 (as amended), the person concerned was entitled to remain in the State until her
application for asylum was decided. Her asylum application was refused following consideration
of her case by the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner and, on appeal, the Refu-
gee Appeals Tribunal.

Arising from the refusal of her asylum application, and in accordance with the provisions of
Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person concerned was notified, by
letter dated 30 November 2007, that the Minister proposed to make a Deportation Order in
respect of her. She was given the options, to be exercised within 15 working days, of leaving
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the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation Order or of making rep-
resentations to the Minister setting out the reasons why a Deportation Order should not be
made against her. In addition, she was notified of her entitlement to apply for Subsidiary
Protection in the State in accordance with the European Communities (Eligibility for
Protection) Regulations 2006 (S.I. No. 518 of 2006).

The person concerned submitted an application for Subsidiary Protection in the State in
accordance with these Regulations and this application is under consideration at present. When
consideration of this application has been completed, the person concerned will be notified in
writing of the outcome.

In the event that the application for Subsidiary Protection is refused, the position in the State
of the person concerned will then be decided by reference to the provisions of Section 3 (6) of
the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended)
on the prohibition of refoulement.

The Deputy might wish to note that following a request from the legal representative of the
person concerned, my Department has given a commitment that no final decision will be made
on the case of the person concerned pending the outcome of the asylum applications of her
four children in respect of whom individual asylum applications have been lodged.

Citizenship Applications.

488. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the position regarding the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15 who is seeking
naturalisation since December 2009. [14527/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): An application for
a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to in the Deputy’s Question was received
in the Citizenship Division of my Department in December 2009.

The Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act, 1956, as amended, provides that the Minister may,
in his absolute discretion, grant an application for a certificate of naturalisation provided certain
statutory conditions are fulfilled. One such condition is that the person in question intends in
good faith to continue to reside in the State after naturalisation. In the application submitted,
the person concerned did not confirm her intention to reside in the State after naturalisation.

Consequently, the Citizenship Division of my Department have deemed her application ineli-
gible. The person in question was informed of this decision in a letter issued to her on 23
December, 2009.

It is open to the person concerned to lodge a new application for a certificate of naturalis-
ation if and when she is in a position to meet the statutory requirements.

Garda Operations.

489. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
further to Parliamentary Questions No. 144 of 2 April 2009, and No. 340 of 16 February 2010,
the reason it took ten months for his Department to provide a response that they could not
answer the initial question; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14555/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I refer the Deputy
to my response to Parliamentary Question No. 340 of 16 February 2010. The position is as
stated in that reply and was not provided to the Deputy earlier through an oversight which
is regretted.
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Citizenship Applications.

490. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform when
an application for a certificate of naturalisation will be issued in respect of a person (details
supplied) in County Mayo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14567/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): A valid application
for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to in the Deputy’s Question was
received in the Citizenship Division of my Department in April 2008.

All valid applications are dealt with in chronological order as this is deemed to be the fairest
to all applicants. The average processing time from application to decision is now at 26 months.
More complicated cases can at times take more than the current average, while an element of
straight forward cases can be dealt with in less than that timescale. Officials in the Citizenship
Division inform me that further processing of the application has commenced and the file will
be submitted to me for a decision in due course.

The length of time taken to process each application should not be classified as a delay, as
the length of time taken for any application to be decided is purely a function of the time taken
to carry out necessary checks. There is a limit to the reduction in the processing time that can
be achieved as applications for naturalisation must be processed in a way which preserves the
necessary checks and balances to ensure that it is not undervalued and is only given to persons
who genuinely satisfy the necessary qualifying criteria.

Proposed Legislation.

491. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
when he will publish the Mental Capacity Bill; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [14573/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The Government
Legislation Programme, published today, lists the Mental Capacity Bill for publication in this
Session.

Asylum Applications.

492. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
immigration status of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 2; the position regarding their
application for subsidiary protection; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14606/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The person con-
cerned applied for asylum on 11 May 2005. In accordance with Section 9 of the Refugee Act
1996 (as amended), the person concerned was entitled to remain in the State until his appli-
cation for asylum was decided. His asylum application was refused following consideration of
his case by the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner and, on appeal, the Refugee
Appeals Tribunal.

Arising from the refusal of his asylum application, and in accordance with the provisions of
Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person concerned was notified, by
letter dated 12 June 2006, that the Minister proposed to make a Deportation Order in respect
of him. He was given the options, to be exercised within 15 working days, of leaving the State
voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation Order or of making representations
to the Minister setting out the reasons why a Deportation Order should not be made against
him. Representations were submitted by the person concerned at that time.
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The person concerned was subsequently notified of his entitlement to submit an application
for Subsidiary Protection in the State in accordance with the European Communities
(Eligibility for Protection) Regulations 2006 (S.I. No. 518 of 2006). The person concerned
submitted an application for Subsidiary Protection in the State and this application is under
consideration at present. When consideration of this application has been completed, the per-
son concerned will be notified in writing of the outcome.

In the event that the application for Subsidiary Protection is refused, the position in the State
of the person concerned will then be decided by reference to the provisions of Section 3 (6) of
the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended)
on the prohibition of refoulement. All representations submitted will be considered before the
file is passed to me for decision. Once a decision has been made, this decision and the con-
sequences of the decision will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.

493. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
immigration status of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [14607/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The person con-
cerned applied for asylum on 16 October, 2002. In accordance with Section 9 of the Refugee
Act 1996 (as amended), the person concerned was entitled to remain in the State until his
application for asylum was decided. His asylum application was refused following consideration
of his case by the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner and, on appeal, the Refu-
gee Appeals Tribunal.

Arising from the refusal of his asylum application, and in accordance with the provisions of
Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person concerned was notified, by
letter dated 11 February 2009, that the Minister proposed to make a Deportation Order in
respect of him. He was given the options, to be exercised within 15 working days, of leaving
the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation Order or of making rep-
resentations to the Minister setting out the reasons why a Deportation Order should not be
made against him. In addition, he was notified of his entitlement to apply for Subsidiary Protec-
tion in the State in accordance with the European Communities (Eligibility for Protection)
Regulations 2006 (S.I. No. 518 of 2006).

The person concerned submitted an application for Subsidiary Protection in the State in
accordance with these Regulations and this application is under consideration at present. When
consideration of this application has been completed, the person concerned will be notified in
writing of the outcome.

In the event that the Subsidiary Protection application is refused, the case file of the person
concerned, including all representations submitted, will then be considered under Section 3 (6)
of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended)
on the prohibition of refoulement. All representations submitted will be considered before the
file is passed to me for decision. Once a decision has been made, this decision and the con-
sequences of the decision will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.

494. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
immigration status of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 15; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [14608/10]
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Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): As the name and
reference number submitted by the Deputy do not match and no other application can be
found in this person’s name, I regret that it is not possible to provide a response to the Deputy’s
Question.If the Deputy wishes to re-submit her Question with the correct details included, I
would be happy to provide a response.

Sexual Offences.

495. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the details of the proposed new Garda sex offences unit; the length and form of training that
gardaí will receive for working with victims and survivors of sexual offences; the number of
gardaí that will be attached to this unit; the location of this new unit; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [14625/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I am informed by
the Garda authorities that the new Sexual Crime Management Unit operates within the
Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Investigation Unit, and is located at Harcourt Square,
Dublin 2, under the direction of D/Chief Superintendent, National Bureau of Criminal Investi-
gation. The unit will evaluate and monitor, in conjunction with investigating members and local
senior management, a number of investigations each year of child neglect, child sexual abuse
and other selected sexual offences. This approach is designed to ensure that such investigations
are receiving the appropriate attention and being brought to a prompt conclusion in accordance
with best practice in investigation methodology.

The unit will also be focused on assisting and advising Gardaí in the investigation of such
crimes and in promoting best investigative practice in line with international standards. The
unit will also maintain a record of all complaints of clerical sexual abuse and will interact as
appropriate with contact points in relevant agencies in relation to complaints of sexual abuse
made to An Garda Síochána.

The allocation of policing resources throughout the country, including personnel, together
with overall policing arrangements and operational strategy, is a matter for the Garda Com-
missioner and senior Garda Officers. Such allocations are continually monitored and reviewed
and this ensures that optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda
service is provided to the general public. I am informed that personnel allocated to the new
Unit will be qualified in interviewing suspects and injured parties and will undergo training in
Specialist Victim Interviewing techniques and the assessment and management of Sex
Offenders. Training of the members attached to the Unit will be kept under constant review
as will the numbers of personnel allocated to the unit.

496. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the details of the group within his Department examining the arrangements in place for man-
agement of sex offenders; the position regarding their work and any recommendations they
have made so far; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14626/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): As the Deputy is
aware I published a detailed Discussion Document on the management of convicted sex
offenders in January 2009. This document was prepared by a High Level Group in my Depart-
ment, involving the Garda Síochána, the Irish Prison Service and the Probation Service, which
examined the current arrangements in place for the management of sex offenders with a view
to strengthening inter-agency cooperation and further enhancing public protection and safety.
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Their remit included a review of the procedures and legislation relating to the assessment,
monitoring and supervision of convicted sex offenders.

The Discussion Document was published on my Department’s website and interested organ-
isations and individuals were invited to make submissions by end of April, 2009. I also facili-
tated informed debate at a Discussion Forum organised by my Department in March.

The work of the group is ongoing and takes into account the submissions received and the
feedback from the Discussion Forum.

I should also say that in April, 2009 I formally announced a new policy on the management
of sex offenders in prison which had commenced earlier in the year. The policy is aimed at
bringing about changes in offenders’ lives that reduce risk of re-offending and enhance public
protection. The policy document is available for the Deputy to read on the website of the Irish
Prison Service (www.irishprisons.ie).

497. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the position regarding his review of the Sex Offenders Act 2001; the details of this review; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14627/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The review of the
Sex Offenders Act 2001 is continuing as part of a general review of the criminal laws governing
sexual offences, in particular the laws protecting children and other vulnerable persons against
sexual abuse and sexual exploitation. The review includes consideration of the recom-
mendations in the Report of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Child Protection and the
Second Interim Report of the Joint Committee on the Constitutional Amendment on Children.
It also takes account of the provisions of the Council of Europe Convention on the Protection
of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse and the recently published draft
Directive of the European Parliament and the Council on combating the sexual abuse, sexual
exploitation of children and child pornography repealing Framework Decision 2004/68/JHA.

When the review is completed, I hope to be in a position to seek Government approval for
my proposals later this year.

498. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the number of dedicated interview suites for victims of sexual offences throughout the
State. [14631/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I am informed by
the Garda authorities that, given the need for sensitivity and confidentiality surrounding sexual
crimes, there is a clear advantage from an investigative perspective both for An Garda Síochána
and victims of such crimes in conducting interviews away from Garda stations.

Dedicated victim interview suites have been established in six strategic locations throughout
the country and are used by An Garda Síochána to take video recordings of statements from
victims of sexual crime. The suites are not attached to Garda Stations, and it would not be
appropriate for reasons of confidentiality to give precise details of their locations. Work is
underway on the establishment of two further interview suites.

Domestic Violence.

499. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the number of incidents of domestic violence that were reported to the Gardaí during each of
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the years 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2009; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[14651/10]

573. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the number of convictions for domestic violence related offences secured in the courts during
each of the years 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2009; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [15292/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 499 and 573 together.

The Garda Síochána Act 2005 makes provision for the compilation and publication of crime
statistics by the Central Statistics Office, as the national statistical agency, and the CSO has
established a dedicated unit for this purpose.

I have requested the CSO to provide relevant statistics directly to the Deputy.

Sexual Offences.

500. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
if all sex offenders released during the past five years have been subject to pre-release assess-
ment in order to identify the level of supervision and regulation needed; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [14654/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): 145 sex offenders
have been released from custody onto probation supervision over the past five years. All of
these prisoners were assessed by a Probation Officer either prior to or shortly after release
from custody.

In conjunction with An Garda Síochána, and in meeting a commitment of the Public Protec-
tion Advisory Group established under the Intergovernmental agreement, the Probation
Service is implementing a system for the risk assessment of sex offenders. Combining both
static and dynamic risk assessments instruments, an enhanced pre-release assessment will be
undertaken on all offenders subject to post release supervision. These instruments, Risk Matrix
2000 (static) and the Stable and Acute 2007 (dynamic), have been used in completing a total
of 43 pre-release assessments since 2008.

As of May 2010, these instruments will be used to support the assessment all sex offenders
subject to supervision by the Probation Service, including those being released from custody
onto supervision.

I should also say that in April, 2009 I formally announced a new policy on the management
of sex offenders in prison which had commenced earlier in the year. The policy is aimed at
bringing about changes in offenders’ lives that reduce risk of re-offending and enhance public
protection. The policy document is available for the Deputy to read on the website of the Irish
Prison Service (www.irishprisons.ie).

Probation Service.

501. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if he
will support a matter (details supplied). [14655/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The Probation
Service of my Department is supported in its core work in the community by over 50 projects.
Perhaps it is helpful to the Deputy and the House if I begin by saying that this year my
Department will provide funding in the region of €11m to these projects which are spread
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across all constituencies. To the best of my knowledge all of the projects operate with com-
munity support and but for the voluntary participation of local people who agree to sit on the
boards of management of the projects the State could not support the various client groups in
the community thus assisting in reintegration, improving job skills and generally assisting in
increasing community safety and reducing the cost to business and society of crime.

Like all streams of taxpayers’ funding it is important that we constantly monitor and evaluate
such funding and the Department undertook a Value for Money and Policy Review of all
Funded Projects. The report was published on my Department’s website on 2 September 2008.
The conclusions were broadly favourable, recognising the importance of the support provided
by community based projects to the work of the Probation Service. The Probation Service has
a dedicated unit in place within its structures to implement the range of recommendations set
out in the report and to constantly examine the added value provided by individual projects.

Having put our support for community projects in broad context let me return to the Project
the subject of this Question which has operated in the Dublin 1 area for the past 15 years. Let
me set out what the Project does: it provides an intensive supervision programme for male
offenders, in the 20 to 25 years age group, in the greater Dublin area who are subject to
Probation Service supervision. It can cater for up to 12 clients at any one time and the prog-
ramme is delivered during office hours from Monday to Friday. Those who come to the project
do so by appointment. The programme itself is delivered by a multidisciplinary team with the
Probation Service as the lead agency. The other partners are the City of Dublin VEC and FÁS.

For absolute clarity let me again say that this project is not an addiction treatment centre, a
drop-in centre, or a residential centre. The project has the benefit of 15 years experience in its
current premises delivering a necessary service.

Turning to plans to move to new premises a 25 year lease, operative from June, 2008 is in
existence. In August 2009 approval was given to the Board of Management to tender for the
fit-out of the proposed new premises. The work was advertised on e-tenders by the project and
contracts were awarded last December.

During the negotiations for the lease my Department was advised by the Chief State Solici-
tors Office and it had no reason to believe the planning permission for a change of use, from
commercial to office use, obtained by the landlord prior to the Department’s interest in the
ground floor space was not valid. However, the Department has been made aware that queries
have been raised around the status of the planning permission in existence in recent times. In
fact, issues around planning were brought to attention by letter on 22nd March by the Planning
and Enforcement Office of Dublin City Council. Those matters are being examined in consul-
tation with our legal advisers and my Department’s response to the letter of the 22nd March
was submitted yesterday. It would not be appropriate to comment further at this stage pending
consideration of our response by the Council.

I would also like to put on record that neither I nor my Department has now, nor in the
past, any interest in circumventing planning regulations in order to move the work of a project
that has operated in Dublin 1 for 15 years to more suitable premises within Dublin 1. All our
negotiations were done in good faith and the issues that came to attention are being examined
as quickly and as diligently as possible.

I trust the Deputy will accept the bona fides of this project, which has been running in the
inner city for a considerable number of years, supporting some of the most vulnerable citizens
in the Capital to lead more constructive lives. It is long recognised that targeted interventions
do help reduce re-offending and, in turn, foster community safety and reduce the cost to busi-
ness and private citizens. The project — based on its 15 years of experience — now needs new
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premises to continue its valuable work. Deputies on all sides will recognise that I have a duty
to balance the taxpayers’ interest having committed substantial funding to the fit-out and rent
of a city centre premises and the House may be assured that I will be conscious of this responsi-
bility in attempting to deal with the issues around the planning situation.

Garda Operations.

502. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if he
will support a matter (details supplied). [14657/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I have requested a
report from the Garda authorities in relation to the matter referred to by the Deputy. I will
contact the Deputy again when the report is to hand.

Communications Legislation.

503. Deputy Seán Sherlock asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if he
has sent specific statistics and observations to the European Commission (details supplied); if
these statistics and observations are available; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [14675/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The Deputy will
be aware that the Communications (Retention of Data) Bill 2009 is currently awaiting Second
Stage in Seanad Éireann having completed all stages in this House. The Bill transposes the
Directive to which the Deputy refers and, once enacted, it will provide the basis for an annual
statistical report to the European Commission related to data retention. I hope that it will be
possible to conclude the remaining stages of the Bill in the coming weeks.

My Department has been in contact with the European Commission in the context of the
evaluation of the Directive which is being carried out at present.

Bankruptcy Legislation.

504. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
steps he has taken and will take to implement the innovation taskforce’s key recommendation
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14743/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I assume that, in
so far as my Department is concerned, the Deputy is referring to the recommendation con-
tained in the Report of the Innovation Taskforce that provides for modernisation of bank-
ruptcy law.

The Deputy will appreciate that the recommendation envisages that any such modernisation
should follow the conclusion of the Law Reform Commission’s consultation process on Per-
sonal Debt Management and Debt Enforcement.

I can assure the Deputy that my Department will give early attention to consideration of the
detail of the Final Report of the Law Reform Commission on the subject of modernisation of
bankruptcy when it is received.

Proposed Legislation.

505. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform when
he expects the Multi-Unit Developments Bill 2009 to be enacted into law; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [14758/10]
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Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The position is that
the Multi-Unit Developments Bill 2009 is currently awaiting Report Stage in the Seanad.

Citizenship Applications.

506. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform when a
decision will be made in respect of persons (details supplied) for certificates of naturalis-
ation. [14760/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): Applications for
certificates of naturalisation on behalf of the persons referred to in the Deputy’s Question were
received in the Citizenship Division of my Department in January 2004, and my predecessor
decided in his absolute discretion to grant certificates of naturalisation.

Officials in the Citizenship Division of my Department inform me that the mother of the
three minor individuals in question wrote to my Department in July 2009 stating that the
information contained in the certificates of naturalisation issued in 2004 was incorrect. The
certificates of naturalisation that issued in 2004 were based on official documentation i.e. birth
certificates and school letters submitted by the father of the three minor children in support of
each application.

Officials inform me that letters requesting clarification of this discrepancy issued to the
mother of the three minor individuals on 18 February, 2010, 19 March, 2010 and via her legal
representatives on 30 March, 2010.

To date a satisfactory explanation has not been received by my Department.

Asylum Applications.

507. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the position regarding an application for asylum in the case of a person (details supplied) in
County Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14766/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): If an application
for asylum has been made by the person concerned the Deputy will of course be aware that it
is not the practice to comment on asylum applications that are pending.

508. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the position regarding an asylum application in the case of a person (details supplied) in County
Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14767/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The person con-
cerned applied for asylum on 18 April 2007. In accordance with Section 9 of the Refugee Act
1996 (as amended), he was entitled to remain in the State until his application for asylum was
decided. His asylum application was refused following consideration of his case by the Office
of the Refugee Applications Commissioner and, on appeal, the Refugee Appeals Tribunal.

Arising from the refusal of his asylum application, and in accordance with the provisions of
Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person concerned was notified, by
letter dated 14 August 2008, that the Minister proposed to make a Deportation Order in respect
of him. He was given the options, to be exercised within 15 working days, of leaving the State
voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation Order or of making representations
to the Minister setting out the reasons why a Deportation Order should not be made against
him. In addition, he was notified of his entitlement to apply for Subsidiary Protection in the
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State in accordance with the European Communities (Eligibility for Protection) Regulations
2006 (S.I. No. 518 of 2006).

The person concerned submitted an application for Subsidiary Protection in the State in
accordance with these Regulations and this application is under consideration at present. When
consideration of this application has been completed, the person concerned will be notified in
writing of the outcome.

In the event that the application for Subsidiary Protection is refused, the position in the State
of the person concerned will then be decided by reference to the provisions of Section 3 (6) of
the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended)
on the prohibition of refoulement. All representations submitted will be considered before the
file is passed to me for decision. Once a decision has been made, this decision and the con-
sequences of the decision will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.

Residency Permits.

509. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the position in respect of an application for family reunification in the case of a person (details
supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14768/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I am informed by
the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that a letter issued to the legal of
representative of the person referred to by the Deputy on the 19th April 2010.

I am further informed by INIS that on receipt of a response from the legal representative of
the person referred to by the Deputy his Family Reunification application will be further
processed.

Asylum Applications.

510. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the position in relation to an application for leave to remain in the case of a person (details
supplied) in Dublin 22; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14769/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): There is currently
no application pending in my Department for leave to remain in the case of the person whose
details were supplied.

If an application for asylum has been made by the person concerned the Deputy will of
course be aware that it is not the practice to comment on asylum applications that are pending.

511. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the position in relation to an application for residency in the case of a person (details supplied)
in County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14770/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The person con-
cerned applied for asylum on 19 August 2002. In accordance with Section 9 of the Refugee
Act 1996 (as amended), he was entitled to remain in the State until his application for asylum
was decided. His asylum application was refused following consideration of his case by the
Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner and, on appeal, the Refugee Appeals
Tribunal.

Arising from the refusal of his asylum application, and in accordance with the provisions of
Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person concerned was notified, by
letter dated 28 August 2003, that the Minister proposed to make a Deportation Order in respect
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of him. He was given the options, to be exercised within 15 working days, of leaving the State
voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation Order or of making representations
to the Minister setting out the reasons why a Deportation Order should not be made against
him. Representations have been submitted on behalf of the person concerned.

The person concerned subsequently submitted an application for Subsidiary Protection in
the State in accordance with the European Communities (Eligibility for Protection) Regu-
lations 2006 (S.I. No. 518 of 2006) and this application is under consideration at present. When
consideration of this application has been completed, the person concerned will be notified in
writing of the outcome.

In the event that the application for Subsidiary Protection is refused, the position in the State
of the person concerned will then be decided by reference to the provisions of Section 3 (6) of
the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended)
on the prohibition of refoulement. All representations submitted will be considered before the
file is passed to me for decision. Once a decision has been made, this decision and the con-
sequences of the decision will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.

Citizenship Applications.

512. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the position in relation to an application for citizenship in the case of a person (details supplied)
in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14771/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): A valid application
for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to in the Deputy’s Question was
received in the Citizenship Division of my Department in April 2008.

All valid applications are dealt with in chronological order as this is deemed to be the fairest
to all applicants. The average processing time from application to decision is now at 26 months.
More complicated cases can at times take more than the current average, while an element of
straight forward cases can be dealt with in less than that timescale. However, I understand that
the person concerned is a refugee. In accordance with the Government’s obligations under the
United Nations Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, every effort is made to ensure
that applications from persons with refugee status are dealt with as quickly as possible. Officials
in the Citizenship Division inform me that processing of the application is at an advanced stage
and the file will be submitted to me for a decision in due course.

The length of time taken to process each application should not be classified as a delay, as
the length of time taken for any application to be decided is purely a function of the time taken
to carry out necessary checks. There is a limit to the reduction in the processing time that can
be achieved as applications for naturalisation must be processed in a way which preserves the
necessary checks and balances to ensure that it is not undervalued and is only given to persons
who genuinely satisfy the necessary qualifying criteria.

Deportation Orders.

513. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if
he will re-examine the case of persons (details supplied) in Dublin 3 who have been issued
with an order for deportation having particular regard to the fact that their original failure to
respond to correspondence was due to the fact that the request never reached them following
change of address; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14772/10]
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Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I refer the Deputy
to my reply to Parliamentary Question number 186 of 17th December, 2009. The position
remains unchanged.

Citizenship Applications.

514. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the position regarding citizenship in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Carlow;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14773/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I refer the Deputy
to my reply to Parliamentary Question 266 on 13 October, 2009 in which I advised him that an
application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred was received in the
Citizenship Division of my Department in August 2007.

On examination of the application submitted it was determined that the person in question
did not meet that statutory residency requirements as set out in the Irish Nationality and
Citizenship Act, 1956, as amended. The person concerned was informed of this in a letter issued
to him via his legal representatives on 7 January, 2008.

It is open to the person concerned to lodge a new application for a certificate of naturalis-
ation with the Citizenship Division of my Department if and when they are in a position to
meet the statutory requirements.

Asylum Applications.

515. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the position regarding an application for residency in the case of a person (details supplied) in
County Louth; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14774/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I refer the Deputy
to Parliamentary Question No. 113 of Thursday 2 July 2009 and the written Reply to that
Question.

The position in the State of the person concerned now falls to be decided by reference to
the provisions of Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the
Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) on the prohibition of refoulement. All representations submit-
ted will be considered before the file is passed to me for decision. Once a decision has been
made, this decision and the consequences of the decision will be conveyed in writing to the
person concerned.

516. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the position in relation to an application for residency or leave to remain in the State by
a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [14775/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I refer the Deputy
to Parliamentary Question No. 745 of Tuesday 6 October 2009 and the written Reply to that
Question.

The position in the State of the person concerned now falls to be decided by reference to
the provisions of Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the
Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) on the prohibition of refoulement. All representations submit-
ted will be considered before the file is passed to me for decision. Once a decision has been
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made, this decision and the consequences of the decision will be conveyed in writing to the
person concerned.

517. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the position in relation to an application for residency in the case of a person (details supplied)
in Dublin 22; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14776/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The person con-
cerned applied for asylum on 14 May 2007. In accordance with Section 9 of the Refugee Act
1996 (as amended), the person concerned was entitled to remain in the State until his appli-
cation for asylum was decided. His asylum application was refused following consideration of
his case by the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner and, on appeal, the Refugee
Appeals Tribunal.

Arising from the refusal of his asylum application, and in accordance with the provisions of
Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person concerned was notified, by
letter dated 9 November 2009, that the Minister proposed to make a Deportation Order in
respect of him. He was given the options, to be exercised within 15 working days, of leaving
the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation Order or of making rep-
resentations to the Minister setting out the reasons why a Deportation Order should not be
made against him. In addition, he was notified of his entitlement to apply for Subsidiary Protec-
tion in the State in accordance with the European Communities (Eligibility for Protection)
Regulations 2006 (S.I. No. 518 of 2006).

The person concerned has submitted an application for Subsidiary Protection in the State in
accordance with these Regulations and this application is under consideration at present. When
consideration of this application has been completed, the person concerned will be notified in
writing of the outcome.

In the event that the application for Subsidiary Protection is refused, the position in the State
of the person concerned will then be decided by reference to the provisions of Section 3 (6) of
the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended)
on the prohibition of refoulement. All representations submitted will be considered before the
file is passed to me for decision. Once a decision has been made, this decision and the con-
sequences of the decision will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.

Residency Permits.

518. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the position in relation to an application for residency/family reunification in the case of a
person (details supplied) in Dublin 12; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[14777/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The person con-
cerned arrived in the State on 30 June 2005. She sought to remain in the State on the basis of
family reunification and was included as a family member in a family reunification application
submitted by her aunt who had been granted refugee status in the State. Following consider-
ation of this application, it was deemed that the person concerned was not a qualifying family
member for the purposes of family reunification.

Given that the person concerned had no legal basis for remaining in the State, and in accord-
ance with the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), she was
notified by letter dated 30 November 2007 that the Minister proposed to make a Deportation
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Order in respect of her. She was given the options, to be exercised within 15 working days, of
leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation Order or of making
representations to the Minister setting out the reasons why a Deportation Order should not be
made against her. Representations have been received on behalf of the person concerned.

The position in the State of the person concerned will now be decided by reference to the
provisions of Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the
Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) on the prohibition of refoulement. All representations submit-
ted will be considered before the file is passed to me for decision. Once a decision has been
made, this decision and the consequences of the decision will be conveyed in writing to the
person concerned.

Asylum Applications.

519. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
further to Parliamentary Question No. 271 of 30 March 2010 the rational behind RIA’s policy
to disperse asylum seekers, unaccompanied minors at age 18 to centres outside Dublin when
they are in the process of further educational courses. [14789/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): As I indicated in
my response of 30 March, 2010, asylum seekers deemed to be unaccompanied minors by the
Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner (ORAC) are referred to the HSE which has
responsibility for their care under the Child Care Act, 1991 until they reach 18 years of age.
Upon reaching that age, such ‘aged out minors’ are referred by the HSE to the Reception
and Integration Agency (RIA) for transfer to adult accommodation and service provision. In
circumstances where the HSE deem such a person to be particularly vulnerable, the period in
HSE care can be extended beyond 18 years of age.

It is RIA’s policy to disperse aged-out minors to family oriented accommodation centres
outside Dublin which have established links to HSE services and NGO supports. The rationale
behind this policy, which was agreed between RIA and the HSE, is straightforward. Firstly, it
relieves the pressure in the Dublin area on bed spaces and, more importantly, on health, edu-
cation, therapeutic and welfare services. Secondly, it reduces the negative influences — crime,
drug abuse and so on — that the big city environment in Dublin can have on aged out minors
who have limited financial means and who have no family support. Thirdly, it provides a
standardised and equitable approach to all asylum seekers over the age of 18 availing of RIA
accommodation, thus ensuring fairness.

Probation and Welfare Service.

520. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
his views on whether the moratorium on recruitment is reducing the capacity of the Probation
Service to implement the post release supervision of high risk offenders. [14826/10]

521. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
his views on whether the moratorium on recruitment is reducing the availability of the Pro-
bation Service for the supervision of community service orders and if this will hamper efforts
to make non-custodial sentences the default for minor offences. [14827/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 520 and 521 together.

As the Deputy is aware the Probation Service, in common with the rest of the Civil Service,
is subject to the Government’s moratorium on recruitment and promotion and its staff also

675



Questions— 20 April 2010. Written Answers

[Deputy Dermot Ahern.]

have access to the Incentivised Career Break Scheme and the Incentivised Scheme of Early
Retirement, which are available to staff in the Civil Service. Where vacancies do arise, the
Probation Service is required to prioritise its workload and allocate its resources to maximise
its efficiency and effectiveness and minimise the impact on the delivery of frontline services.

I can confirm that the Courts have been made aware of the impact of the Government’s
moratorium on recruitment and priority is being given to assessments that are legally required
to be carried out by the Probation Service. The Probation Service is also prioritising its work
on the supervision of offenders by focusing more on high risk cases, Community Service Orders
and young offenders. The categories identified in these Questions fall into the prioritised work
of the Probation Service.

Residency Permits.

522. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the position
in regarding an application for residency in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14834/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The person con-
cerned applied for asylum on 17 October 2001. In accordance with Section 9 of the Refugee
Act 1996 (as amended), the person concerned was entitled to remain in the State until his
application for asylum was decided. His asylum application was refused following consideration
of his case by the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner. He subsequently withdrew
his appeal to the Refugee Appeals Tribunal.

Arising from the refusal of his asylum application, and in accordance with the provisions of
Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person concerned was informed, by
letter dated 23 July 2002, that the Minister proposed to make a Deportation Order in respect
of him. He was given the options, to be exercised within 15 working days, of leaving the State
voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation Order or of making representations
to the Minister setting out the reasons why he should not have a Deportation Order made
against him.

The person concerned, separately, made an application for permission to remain in the State
under the revised arrangements for non-EEA national parents of children born in the State
prior to 1 January 2005, commonly referred to as the IBC/05 Scheme. Following consideration
of this application, the person concerned was informed, by letter dated 16 November 2005, that
his application had been refused.

Subsequently, in accordance with Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the
person concerned was again informed, by letter dated 31 January 2007, that the Minister pro-
posed to make a Deportation Order in respect of him. He was given the options, to be exercised
within 15 working days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a
Deportation Order or of making representations to the Minister setting out the reasons why
he should not have a Deportation Order made against him. In addition, he was notified of his
entitlement to apply for Subsidiary Protection in the State in accordance with the European
Communities (Eligibility for Protection) Regulations, 2006 (S.I. No. 518 of 2006).

The person concerned submitted an application for Subsidiary Protection in the State in
accordance with these Regulations and this application is under consideration at present. When
consideration of this application has been completed, the person concerned will be notified in
writing of the outcome.
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In the event that the application for Subsidiary Protection is refused, his position in the State
will then be decided by reference to the provisions of Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act
1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) on the prohibition of
refoulement. All representations submitted will be considered before the file is passed to me
for decision. Once a decision has been made, this decision and the consequences of the decision
will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.

Community Policing.

523. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if he
will support a matter (details supplied). [14851/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I am informed by
the Garda authorities that the area referred to is in the Santry Garda Sub-District. The local
Community Policing Unit has made contact with the persons referred to by the Deputy and
appropriate crime prevention and personal security advice has been provided.

Contact has also been made with local Community Groups and arrangements put in place
for contact details of the local Garda Station and the Community Policing Unit to be advertised
in community newsletters for various ethnic communities in the locality.

The area is the subject of regular patrols by uniform and plain clothes personnel, including
the Community Policing and Garda Mountain Bike Units, local Detective and Drug Units,
supplemented as required by the Divisional Crime Task Force and Traffic Corps personnel.

Local Garda management closely monitors patrols and other operational strategies in place,
in conjunction with crime trends and policing needs of the communities, to ensure optimum
use is made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is provided to the public.

Current policing plans in the area are designed to address issues of crime and public order
offences, including the prevention of crimes of violence against persons and property and the
maintenance of an environment conducive to the improvement of the quality of life of resi-
dents. Community policing is a central feature of the policing plans. This strategy is central to
the delivery of the policing service to the area in question.

Departmental Agencies.

524. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
details of the work undertaken to date by the Property Services Regulatory Authority; when
he expects this office to be on a statutory footing; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [14863/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I wish to refer the
Deputy to my replies to Question No. 486 of 22 April 2009, Question No. 349 of 9 February
2010 and Question No. 128 of 17 February 2010.

In addition, it is my understanding that the Committee Stage of the Property Services
(Regulation) Bill 2009 is due to take place this week in the Seanad.

Departmental Equipment.

525. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
number of personal computers and laptops currently deployed within his Department and each
agency under its aegis in tabular form. [14885/10]
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526. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
number of photocopiers, laser printers, inkjet printers and multi-functional devices currently
deployed within his Department and each agency under its aegis in tabular readable form.
[14900/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 525 and 526 together.

The compilation of all the information sought by the Deputy would require the dispro-
portionate use of scarce staff resources which I do not consider would be warranted.

Departmental Expenditure.

527. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
total spend by his Department and each agency under its aegis on printer consumables (details
supplied) for each of the years 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 in tabular form.
[14915/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The compilation
of all the information sought by the Deputy would require the disproportionate use of scarce
staff resources which I do not consider would be warranted.

528. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if he
will detail in tabular form, the number of reams of A4 sized paper and A3 sized paper pur-
chased in 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 by his Department and each agency under
its aegis; and the proportion of which is 100% recycled paper. [14930/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The information
sought by the Deputy is not readily available and could only be compiled by the use of a
disproportionate and inordinate amount of staff time and effort. This could not be justified
where there are other significant demands on such resources within my Department.

Prison Committals.

529. Deputy Jim O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
reason he has been unable to provide the figures for those committed to prison for non-pay-
ment of fines and non-payment of debt for the last quarter of 2009; and if he will now provide
these figures. [14940/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I refer the Deputy
to my reply of the 25th March last, where I provided a range of figures of the nature sought. I
am advised by the Director General of the Irish Prison Service that full year statistics for 2009
are currently being finalised for inclusion in the 2009 Annual Report of the Irish Prison Service.
I expect to receive the 2009 Annual Report in the coming weeks whereupon the additional
material requested by the Deputy will be provided.

Prison Accommodation.

530. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
number of persons in prison and the number in each institution; the total number of prisoners
not held in single cells or rooms and the number of these in each institution; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [14979/10]
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Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I wish to inform
the Deputy that on 14 April 2010 there were 4,164 prisoners in custody. The breakdown of the
population per prison is listed in the table below:

Prison/Place of Detention Persons in Custody Number of persons not
accommodated in single cells/rooms

Arbour Hill Prison 154 70

Castlerea Prison 368 285

Cloverhill Prison 466 417

Cork Prison 302 282

Dóchas Centre 130 75

Limerick Prison (male) 305 233

Limerick Prison (female) 23 23

Loughan House 139 73

Midlands Prison 531 170

Mountjoy Prison (male) 628 299

Portlaoise Prison 259 116

Shelton Abbey 90 50

St. Patrick’s Institution 212 24

Training Unit 117 42

Wheatfield Prison 440 303

Total 4,164 2,461

As the Deputy will appreciate the Irish Prison Service must accept all prisoners committed by
the Courts into its custody and do not have the option of refusing committals. It is the case
that there has been a consistent increase in the total prisoner population over recent years.
This situation is particularly apparent over the past 12 months during which time the total
number in custody has increased by 315. This represents over 8% of a rise in the number
in custody.

The Irish Prison Service has been engaged in an extensive programme of investment in
prisons infrastructure which has involved both the modernisation of the existing estate and the
provision of extra prison spaces. Since 1997 in excess of 1,720 new prison spaces have come on
stream in the prison system. These include the new prisons in Castlerea, the Midlands,
Cloverhill, the Dóchas Centre and new accommodation in Limerick, Portlaoise and Castlerea
prisons and at the open centres in Shelton Abbey and Loughan House.

More recently the re-opening of the Separation Unit in Mountjoy provided an additional 50
spaces. Current projects will see a further 200 prison spaces provided in the short term by
means of a new block in Wheatfield.

In addition, work is expected to commence in late 2010 on a new accommodation block in
the Portlaoise/Midlands prisons complex which will provide 300 prison spaces.

531. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
number of prisoners, in total and in each institution, who are doubled up; the number of
prisoners who share accommodation with more than one other; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [14980/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I wish to inform
the Deputy that on 14 April 2010 there were 4,164 prisoners in custody. The breakdown of the
population per prison is listed in the table below:
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Prison/Place of Detention Persons in Custody Number of prisoners Number of prisoners in
sharing with more than 1 double cells

Arbour Hill Prison 154 20 50

Castlerea Prison 368 16 214

Cloverhill Prison 466 377 40

Cork Prison 302 84 198

Dóchas Centre 130 21 54

Limerick Prison (male) 305 48 184

Limerick Prison (female) 23 9 14

Loughan House 139 15 58

Midlands Prison 531 80 90

Mountjoy Prison (male) 628 56 236

Portlaoise Prison 259 9 107

Shelton Abbey 90 40 10

St. Patrick’s Institution 212 0 24

Training Unit 117 0 42

Wheatfield Prison 440 0 296

Total 4,164 775 1,617

As the Deputy will appreciate the Irish Prison Service must accept all prisoners committed by
the Courts into its custody and do not have the option of refusing committals. It is the case
that there has been a consistent increase in the total prisoner population over recent years.
This situation is particularly apparent over the past 12 months during which time the total
number in custody has increased by 315. This represents over 8% of a rise in the number
in custody.

The Irish Prison Service has been engaged in an extensive programme of investment in
prisons infrastructure which has involved both the modernisation of the existing estate and the
provision of extra prison spaces. Since 1997 in excess of 1,720 new prison spaces have come on
stream in the prison system. These include the new prisons in Castlerea, the Midlands,
Cloverhill, the Dóchas Centre and new accommodation in Limerick, Portlaoise and Castlerea
prisons and at the open centres in Shelton Abbey and Loughan House.

More recently the re-opening of the Separation Unit in Mountjoy provided an additional 50
spaces. Current projects will see a further 200 prison spaces provided in the short term by
means of a new block in Wheatfield.

In addition, work is expected to commence in late 2010 on a new accommodation block in
the Portlaoise/Midlands prisons complex which will provide 300 prison spaces.

532. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
number of prisoners, in total and in each institution, who do not have over seven hours out of
cell time on a normal day; the approximate time such prisoners have out of their cells in the
day; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14981/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): On 15 April, 2010
there were 317 prisoners falling into the category referred to by the Deputy. This represents
just under 8% of the prisoner population on that date. The vast majority of these cases are
prisoners who require protection and whose regimes have to be restricted for their own safety.
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There is also a small number of prisoners who are subject to a restricted regime because of
medical reasons.

The location of these persons is set out in the following table:

Institution Number of Prisoners

Mountjoy Prison 113

St. Patrick’s Institution 37

Limerick Prison 34

Cloverhill Prison 33

Castlerea Prison 27

Midlands Prison 27

Wheatfield Prison 25

Cork Prison 21

Total 317

533. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
number of prisoners, in total and in each institution, who do not have access to toilet facilities
in private at all times; the number of such prisoners who are required to slop out; the number
of prisoners required to use normal toilet facilities but in the presence of others; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [14982/10]

583. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the number of prisoners here and in each institution that are required to slop out; the number
of prisoners who have access to toilet facilities that must be used in the presence of others; the
number who have access to toilet facilities that are private at all times; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [15315/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 533 and 583 together.

It has not been possible to compile the information sought in the time available. I will
communicate further with the Deputies when information is to hand.

Prison Committals.

534. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
number of male prisoners under 21 years of age and the number in each of the institutions in
which they are held; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14983/10]

535. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
number of female prisoners under 21 years of age; the number of these prisoners held in
the Dóchas centre; the number in Limerick prison; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [14984/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 534 and 535 together.

I wish to inform the Deputy that the total number of persons under 21 years of age in prison
custody on 16 April, 2010 was 425. This figure is made up of 414 males and 11 females. The
table below sets out the Institutions in which this cohort are held:
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Institution Total

St. Patrick’s Institution 203

Limerick Prison (male) 41

Cloverhill Prison 32

Castlerea Prison 26

Mountjoy Prison (male) 24

Cork Prison 23

Loughan House 18

Wheatfield Prison 16

Midlands Prison 12

Portlaoise Prison 11

Dóchas Centre (Female) 6

Limerick Prison (female) 5

Shelton Abbey 4

Training Unit 4

Total 425

Juvenile Offenders.

536. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the number of children currently detained in Finglas Child and Adolescent Centre, Oberstown
Boys School, Oberstown Girls and Trinity House School, Dublin; if he will provide a break-
down of the ages of the children detained; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[14985/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Barry
Andrews): The Deputy may wish to note that the Finglas Child and Adolescent Centre closed
on 31 March, 2010. The table below sets out the number and ages of children detained on
Friday 16 April, 2010 in the remaining schools; Oberstown Boys (OBS), Oberstown Girls
(OGS,) and Trinity House (THS). There are no 12 or 13 year olds currently in detention.

Detention Total Occupancy 14 years 15 years 16 years 17 years
School

OBS 14 2 5 5 2

OGS 4 0 1 2 1

THS 7 2 2 2 1

Total 25 4 8 9 4

537. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the number of children under 18 years currently detained in St. Patrick’s Institution, Dublin;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14986/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I wish to inform
the Deputy that on 16 April, 2010 there were 207 persons in custody in St. Patrick’s Institution
which has a bed capacity of 217. Of the 207 persons in custody, 51 persons were aged under 18
years of age.
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St. Patrick’s Institution is a closed, medium security place of detention for males aged 16 to
21 years of age and accommodates both remand and sentenced prisoners. It contains a special
unit for 16 and 17 year olds. In the longer term the Irish Youth Justice Service, an executive
office within my Department responsible for an integrated response to youth offending, will
take responsibility for the detention facilities for all boys under 18 years of age.

538. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the number of children over the age of 12 years who have been charged with a criminal offence
since the introduction of Section 129 of the Criminal Justice Act 2006; if he will provide a
breakdown of the types of offences with which they have been charged; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [14987/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Barry
Andrews): The Garda Síochána Act 2005 makes provision for the compilation and publication
of crime statistics by the Central Statistics Office, as the national statistical agency, and the
CSO has established a dedicated unit for this purpose.

I will make arrangements, as soon as possible, to forward the Deputy’s request to the CSO
for direct reply.

Departmental Records.

539. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if pro-
vision has been made to record the details of persons who have been deported; if a record is
kept of the last place of residence, country of origin, blood group, medical history and so on;
if he will consider establishing such a register in view of the importance of such information,
especially when children have been left behind; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [14996/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): It is normal pro-
cedure for my Department to retain records of all deportations. Such records would routinely
include the person’s last know address, country of origin, etc. Where biological information
had been provided, for example, as part of an asylum application, this information would also
be retained on file.

A separate register containing these details does not currently exist.

Residency Permits.

540. Deputy Bernard Allen asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform when
a decision will issue on an application for family reunification in respect of a person (details
supplied) in County Cork. [15000/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I am informed by
the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that the person referred to by the
Deputy made an application for Family Reunification in August 2009. The application was
forwarded to the Refugee Applications Commissioner for investigation as required under
Section 18 of the Refugee Act 1996.

This investigation has been completed and the Commissioner has forwarded a report to INIS.

The application will be considered by INIS and a decision will issue in due course.

541. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform when
a reply will issue to a review of an application for a residence card under the EU Treaty Rights
(details supplied). [15034/10]
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Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I am informed by
the Immigration Division of my Department that the application by the person concerned for
residence in the State based on EU Treaty Rights was reviewed and that a decision was issued
by registered post to the person concerned on the 14th April 2010.

Work Permits.

542. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
if the Romanian and Bulgarian partners of Irish citizens resident in Ireland have unrestricted
access to the labour market here; if an application process is required to prove their status as
partners of Irish citizens, and if so, the requirements of the application process including the
office to which such applications should be made. [15109/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): It is assumed, for
the purposes of the Deputy’s question, that the Bulgarian or Romanian national does not
qualify in their own right for access to the labour market (for instance, having held a work
permit for 12 months) and that their access is dependant on their relationship with an Irish
national.

As a general rule the Romanian or Bulgarian partner of an Irish citizen, who can provide
evidence of a durable attested relationship with that person of at least 2 years duration, will be
exempt from the requirement to hold an employment permit. However, it is important to stress
that both the Romanian or Bulgarian national and their partner must be resident in the State
as a family unit.

Applications should be made to the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service and should
include copies of the current passports of both parties. In order to assess the de facto relation-
ship evidence of the finances of both parties and of a relationship of at least two years duration
will be required. This evidence should take the form of documents which can demonstrate the
interdependence of the partners, such as, a shared tenancy agreement, shared utility bills or a
shared bank account. However, the Immigration authorities may require additional evidence
depending on the circumstances of the particular case.

Residency Permits.

543. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the reason
the certificate of registration in respect of a person (details supplied) was not renewed from
expiry date of 30 January 2010 but from 30 March 2010; if the original date of renewal can be
adhered to; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15115/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I have been
informed that the person to whom the Deputy refers presented at the Garda National Immi-
gration Bureau on 15 March, 2010, at which time his permission to remain in the State, initially
granted in October of 2000 under the arrangements then in place for the non EEA parents of
Irish citizen children, was extended until 17 June, 2013.

I should add that permission to remain in the State only becomes operative when it has been
registered with the Garda National Immigration Bureau. The onus is on individual applicants
to ensure that they present for renewals and extension of their permission to remain in the
State in good time in order to ensure the continuity of endorsements in their passports.

544. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the position regarding an application for residency in respect of a person (details supplied) in
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15121/10]
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Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The person con-
cerned has been granted Leave to Remain in the State for a two year period to 29 March 2012.
This decision was conveyed in writing to the person concerned by letter dated 29 March 2010.

Asylum Applications.

545. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the position regarding an application for residency in the case of a person (details supplied) in
Dublin 7; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15122/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The person in
question arrived in the State on 29 March 2005 and applied for asylum. Following investigation
by the Office of the Refugee Appeals Commissioner, it was determined that the person in
question had previously made an asylum application in France and, as such, his asylum claims
should be examined by the French authorities in accordance with the provisions of the Dublin
II Regulations. This determination was upheld following an appeal to the Refugee Appeals
Tribunal. Consequently, a Dublin II Regulation Transfer Order was signed in respect of him
on 29 July 2005, obliging him to ‘present’ to the Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB),
on 15 August 2005, to make arrangements for his return to France. The person in question
failed to ‘present’ for transfer and became illegally present in this State at that time. However,
after 18 months the extended Transfer Order expired and Ireland became responsible for
processing the asylum application. At this point the person in question was admitted into the
Irish asylum process at the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner for the purposes
of having his asylum claims investigated.

His asylum application was refused following consideration of his case by the Office of the
Refugee Applications Commissioner. The person in question was notified of his entitlement to
appeal this recommendation to the Refugee Appeals Tribunal but he did not do so. As a result,
in accordance with the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the
person in question was informed, by letter dated 9 July 2007, that the Minister proposed to
make a Deportation Order in respect of him. He was given the options, to be exercised within
15 working days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation
Order or of making representations to the Minister setting out the reasons why he should not
have a Deportation Order made against him. In addition, he was notified of his entitlement to
apply for Subsidiary Protection in the State in accordance with the European Communities
(Eligibility for Protection) Regulations 2006 (S.I. No. 518 of 2006). No response was received
in my Department to this letter.

The position in the State of the person in question will now be decided by reference to the
provisions of Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the
Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) on the prohibition of refoulement. Any representations sub-
mitted will be considered before the file is passed to me for decision. Once a decision has been
made, this decision and the consequences of the decision will be conveyed in writing to the
person in question.

546. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the position regarding an application for residency in the case of a person (details supplied) in
Limerick; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15123/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The person con-
cerned applied for asylum on 26 August 2008. In accordance with Section 9 of the Refugee
Act 1996 (as amended), the person concerned was entitled to remain in the State until his
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application for asylum was decided. His asylum application was refused following consideration
of his case by the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner and, on appeal, the Refu-
gee Appeals Tribunal.

Arising from the refusal of his asylum application, and in accordance with the provisions of
Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person concerned was notified, by
letter dated 7 October 2009, that the Minister proposed to make a Deportation Order in respect
of him. He was given the options, to be exercised within 15 working days, of leaving the State
voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a Deportation Order or of making representations
to the Minister setting out the reasons why a Deportation Order should not be made against
him. In addition, he was notified of his entitlement to apply for Subsidiary Protection in the
State in accordance with the European Communities (Eligibility for Protection) Regulations
2006 (S.I. No. 518 of 2006).

The person concerned submitted an application for Subsidiary Protection in the State in
accordance with these Regulations and this application is under consideration at present. When
consideration of this application has been completed, the person concerned will be notified in
writing of the outcome.

In the event that the application for Subsidiary Protection is refused, the position in the State
of the person concerned will then be decided by reference to the provisions of Section 3 (6) of
the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended)
on the prohibition of refoulement. All representations submitted will be considered before the
file is passed to me for decision. Once a decision has been made, this decision and the con-
sequences of the decision will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.

547. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the position regarding residency in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Louth;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15124/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The person con-
cerned applied for asylum on 9 September 2003. She was accompanied to the State by her
daughter and nephew, both minors at that time and both of whom were included in the asylum
application of the person concerned. In accordance with Section 9 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as
amended), the person concerned was entitled to remain in the State until her application for
asylum was decided. Her asylum application was refused following consideration of her case
by the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner and, on appeal, the Refugee
Appeals Tribunal.

Arising from the refusal of her asylum application, and in accordance with the provisions of
Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person concerned was notified, by
letter dated 15 June 2005, that the Minister proposed to make Deportation Orders in respect
of her, her daughter and her nephew. She was given the options, to be exercised within 15
working days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of Deportation
Orders or of making representations to the Minister setting out the reasons why Deportation
Orders should not be made against her and the children. Representations were received on
behalf of the person concerned at that time.

The person concerned subsequently submitted an application for Subsidiary Protection in
the State in accordance with the European Communities (Eligibility for Protection) Regu-
lations, 2006 (S.I. No. 518 of 2006).
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The person concerned initiated Judicial Review proceedings in the High Court, challenging
the decision of the Refugee Appeals Tribunal in her case. Following the refusal of the Judicial
Review proceedings, the legal representative of the person concerned was advised that as the
daughter and nephew of the person concerned had reached the age of 18, their cases would be
considered as individuals and, as such, they were advised of their respective entitlements to
submit representations and/or applications for Subsidiary Protection in the State in their own
right. No such applications have been received to date.

The case file of the person concerned now falls to be considered for Subsidiary Protection
in the State in accordance with the European Communities (Eligibility for Protection) Regu-
lations, 2006 (S.I. No. 518 of 2006) and this application is under consideration at present. When
consideration of this application has been completed, the person concerned will be notified in
writing of the outcome.

In the event that the application for Subsidiary Protection is refused, the position in the State
of the person concerned will then be decided by reference to the provisions of Section 3 (6) of
the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended)
on the prohibition of refoulement. All representations submitted will be considered before the
file is passed to me for decision. Once a decision has been made, this decision and the con-
sequences of the decision will be conveyed in writing to the person concerned.

The case files of the daughter and nephew of the person concerned will receive individual
consideration under Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the
Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) on the prohibition of refoulement. All representations submit-
ted will be considered before the files are passed to me for decision. Once decisions have been
made in each case, these decisions and the consequences of the decisions will be conveyed in
writing to the persons concerned.

Residency Permits.

548. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the position regarding an application for residency in the case of a person (details supplied) in
County Limerick. [15127/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I am informed by
the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that the person referred to by the
Deputy is the subject of a Family Reunification application made in January 2008.

The application was forwarded to the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner for
investigation as required under Section 18 of the Refugee Act 1996.

This investigation was completed in April 2008 and a report was forwarded to INIS.

I am informed by the INIS that further documentation was requested in July 2009. To date,
despite several reminders for same, the requested documentation has not been received.

The application will be considered further on receipt of same.

549. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the position regarding an application for residency in the case of a person (details supplied) in
County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15128/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): An application
for Long Term Residency from the person concerned was received in my Department on 1
April, 2009.
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Officials in that section inform me that a letter issued to the applicant’s solicitor on the 19
April 2010 requesting further documents. Once this documentation has been received, pro-
cessing of the application will continue.

Deportation Orders.

550. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the circumstances in the matter of an application for residency in the case of a person (details
supplied) in County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15131/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I refer the Deputy
to the Reply given to his Parliamentary Question No. 831 on Wednesday 24 September 2008.
The status of the person concerned remains as set out in that Reply.

The person concerned has continued to meet his presentation requirements with the Garda
National Immigration Bureau (GNIB). He last presented on 11 March 2010.

The enforcement of the Deportation Order is an operational matter for the GNIB.

Citizenship Applications.

551. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the position regarding an application for citizenship in the case of a person (details supplied)
in Dublin 1; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15132/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): Officials in the
Citizenship Division of my Department inform me that there is no record of an application for
a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to in the Deputy’s Question.

Residency Permits.

552. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the position regarding an application for family reunification in the case of a person (details
supplied) in County Roscommon. [15133/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I am informed by
the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that the person referred to by the
Deputy is the subject of a Family Reunification Application made by his wife in April 2008.

The application was forwarded to the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner as
required under Section 18 of the Refugee Act 1996.

The investigation was completed in September 2008 and a report was forwarded to INIS.

There are currently some issues that need to be resolved with regard to the application and
INIS will be in contact with the person referred to in due course.

553. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the position regarding an application for family reunification in the case of a person (details
supplied) in County Roscommon. [15134/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I am informed by
the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) that the person referred to by the
Deputy made a Family Reunification Application in respect of her husband in April 2008.
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The application was forwarded to the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner as
required under Section 18 of the Refugee Act 1996.

The investigation was completed in September 2008 and a report was forwarded to INIS.

There are currently some issues that need to be resolved with regard to the application and
INIS will be in contact with the person referred to in due course.

Asylum Applications.

554. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the circumstances surrounding the application for residency in the case of a person (details
supplied) in County Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15135/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I refer the Deputy
to Parliamentary Question No. 271 of Tuesday 13 October 2009 and the written Reply to
that Question.

The position in the State of the person concerned now falls to be decided by reference to
the provisions of Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the
Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) on the prohibition of refoulement. All representations submit-
ted will be considered before the file is passed to me for decision. Once a decision has been
made, this decision and the consequences of the decision will be conveyed in writing to the
person concerned.

Citizenship Applications.

555. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
when an application for citizenship or naturalisation will be processed in the case of persons
(details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15136/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): Valid applications
for certificates of naturalisation from the persons referred to in the Deputy’s Question were
received in the Citizenship Division of my Department in November 2007.

All valid applications are dealt with in chronological order as this is deemed to be the fairest
to all applicants. The average processing time from application to decision is now at 26 months.
More complicated cases can at times take more than the current average, while an element of
straight forward cases can be dealt with in less than that timescale. However, I understand that
the persons concerned are refugees. In accordance with the Government’s obligations under
the United Nations Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, every effort is made to
ensure that applications from persons with refugee status are dealt with as quickly as possible.
Officials in the Citizenship Division inform me that processing of both applications is at an
advanced stage and the files will be submitted to me for a decision in due course.

The length of time taken to process each application should not be classified as a delay, as
the length of time taken for any application to be decided is purely a function of the time taken
to carry out necessary checks. There is a limit to the reduction in the processing time that can
be achieved as applications for naturalisation must be processed in a way which preserves the
necessary checks and balances to ensure that it is not undervalued and is only given to persons
who genuinely satisfy the necessary qualifying criteria.

Asylum Applications.

556. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if
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he will review an application for residency in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin
12; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15137/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The person con-
cerned applied for asylum on 3 August 2004. Her application was refused following consider-
ation of her case by the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner and, on appeal, the
Refugee Appeals Tribunal.

The person concerned was informed, by letter dated 6 January 2005, that the Minister pro-
posed to make a Deportation Order in respect of her. She was given three options in accord-
ance with Section 3(3)(b)(ii) of the Immigration Act, 1999 (as amended), to be exercised within
15 working days. Namely, to leave the State voluntarily, to consent to the making of a Deport-
ation Order or to make representations to the Minister setting out the reasons why she should
be allowed to remain temporarily in the State i.e. why she should not be deported.

Her case was then examined under Section 3(6) of the Immigration Act, 1999, (as amended),
and Section 5 of the Refugee Act, 1996 (as amended), on the Prohibition of Refoulement.
Consideration was given to representations submitted on her behalf by her legal representative
for permission to remain in the State. On 20 April 2005, I refused permission to remain tempor-
arily in the State and instead signed a Deportation Order in respect of her.

Notice of this Order was served by registered post requiring her to ‘present’ to the Garda
National Immigration Bureau (GNIB), 13-14 Burgh Quay, Dublin 2 on 28 April 2005. The
person concerned failed to ‘present’ as requested and was classified as evading her deportation.

The persons’ legal representative made an application for permission to remain in the State
on the basis of being a family dependant of the parent of an Irish born child who has been
granted permission to remain under the IBC/05 scheme. This application was refused. The
person concerned and her legal representative were advised of this decision by letter dated 21
August 2008.

Further representations were received from the person concerned asking that her Deport-
ation Order be revoked, in accordance with the provisions of Section 3(11) of the Immigration
Act, 1999 (as amended). Following consideration of the information submitted, the Deportation
Order was affirmed and the person concerned and her legal representative were advised of this
decision by letter dated 3 March 2009.

Further representations were received from the person concerned asking that her Deport-
ation Order be revoked, in accordance with the provisions of Section 3(11) of the Immigration
Act, 1999 (as amended). Following consideration of the information submitted, the Deportation
Order was affirmed and the person concerned and her legal representative were advised of this
decision by letter dated 31 March 2010. The person concerned was also required to ‘present’
to the Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB), 13-14 Burgh Quay, Dublin 2.

I am satisfied that the applications made by the person concerned for asylum and for tempor-
ary leave to remain in the State, together with all refoulement issues, were fairly and compre-
hensively examined and, as such, the decision to deport her is justified.

The effect of the Deportation Order is that the person concerned must leave the State and
remain thereafter out of the State.

The enforcement of the Deportation Order is, and remains, an operational matter for the
GNIB.
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Citizenship Applications.

557. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the position regarding naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied) in County
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15139/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): A valid application
for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to in the Deputy’s Question was
received in the Citizenship Division of my Department in June 2008.

All valid applications are dealt with in chronological order as this is deemed to be the fairest
to all applicants. The average processing time from application to decision is now at 26 months.
More complicated cases can at times take more than the current average, while an element of
straight forward cases can be dealt with in less than that timescale.

The length of time taken to process each application should not be classified as a delay, as
the length of time taken for any application to be decided is purely a function of the time taken
to carry out necessary checks. There is a limit to the reduction in the processing time that can
be achieved as applications for naturalisation must be processed in a way which preserves the
necessary checks and balances to ensure that it is not undervalued and is only given to persons
who genuinely satisfy the necessary qualifying criteria.

Deportation Orders.

558. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the residency status in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 8; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [15146/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I refer the Deputy
to my reply given to Question number 291 of 7th October, 2009. The position remains
unchanged.

The person concerned continues to evade deportation and is therefore liable for arrest and
detention. He should present himself to the Gardaí without further delay.

Residency Permits.

559. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
when stamp 4 will issue in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [15150/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The person referred
to by the Deputy was granted Long Term Residency on the 16th January 2007. This applicant’s
permission was endorsed on his passport and remains in force until the 16th January 2012.

Crime Prevention.

560. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
action he will take to combat knife crime in County Louth; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [15200/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): All members of
An Garda Síochána proactively target public disorder and anti-social behaviour, including knife
related crime. Areas identified as public order hot-spots by local Garda management are the
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subject of additional foot and mobile patrols. Incidents of public disorder and anti-social behav-
iour reported to the Garda authorities are the subject of investigation and are dealt with appro-
priately in accordance with the law. Over 611,000 offences have been detected since the estab-
lishment of Operation ‘Encounter’, which was commenced by the then Commissioner in
February, 2002, to target public disorder and anti-social behaviour against the local and busi-
ness communities.

Local policing plans are predicated on the prevention of anti-social and public order offences;
the prevention of crime including crimes of violence against persons and property and the
maintenance of an environment conducive to the improvement of quality of life of the resi-
dents. Patrols are directed to pay particular attention to those areas where local youths tend
to congregate and where the likelihood of anti-social behaviour may arise in order to reduce
incidences of public disorder and anti-social behaviour type activities.

Legislation on the use of knives and similar weapons is extremely robust and heavy penalties
are in place. The Garda Commissioner made recommendations in relation to knives and sharply
pointed or bladed weapons, and subsequently I introduced legislation which was enacted as
the Criminal Justice (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009. The maximum penalty for possessing
a knife in a public place has been increased from one to five years, and An Garda Síochána
has been given an extended power of search without warrant in relation to knives and offen-
sive weapons.

In tandem with the new legislation, samurai swords have been banned from importation and
sale, though exceptions have been made for collectors and martial artists.

In 2009, the Garda Commissioner and I launched a Knife Awareness Campaign by An Garda
Síochána to inform and educate young people on the dangers of carrying knives and with the
aim of reducing the number of incidents of knife crime. The campaign targeted a young male
audience with messages delivered through role models in both the sporting and media world
and incorporated a series of local roadshow events as well a dedicated website and a presence
on social networking sites.

Statistics show that nearly one third of knife crimes occur in domestic settings and often with
a degree of spontaneity, which increases the challenges of policing and enforcement. The whole
area of knives and knife crime is kept under constant review.

Garda Vetting Services.

561. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if he will
report on the delays in processing Garda vetting clearance for health professionals; the
measures he will take to ensure that these health professionals can take up their job offers in
a timely manner; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15205/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The Garda Central
Vetting Unit (GCVU) provides employment vetting for a large number of organisations in
Ireland registered with the Gardaí for this purpose and which employ persons in a full-time,
part-time, voluntary or training capacity to positions where they would have substantial,
unsupervised access to children and/or vulnerable adults. This would, of course, include many
healthcare professionals.

The GCVU has managed a substantial increase over recent years in the numbers of vetting
applications it receives — 187,864 in 2007; 218,404 in 2008 and 246,194 in 2009.
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The processing time for vetting applications fluctuates during the year due to seasonal
demands when the volume of applications received from certain sectors can increase, for train-
ing placements for example. Additional time may be required to process an individual vetting
application in cases where clarification is required as to the details provided or where other
enquiries need to be made, for example, when the person in question has lived and worked
abroad. There will always be a reasonably significant time period required to process a vetting
application. However, the Gardaí make every effort to reduce this to the minimum possible
consistent with carrying out the necessary checks. I am informed by the Garda Authorities that
the average processing time for valid vetting applications received at the GCVU may vary from
four to five weeks in periods of lower demand to up to about 12 weeks at times when demand
is particularly high.

The allocation of Garda resources, including personnel, is a matter for the Garda Com-
missioner. There is currently a total of 78 personnel assigned to the vetting unit, including six
Gardaí and 72 Garda civilian personnel. This represents a very significant increase in the level
of personnel assigned to the unit, which stood at only 13 before the current process of develop-
ment in Garda vetting began in 2005. Temporary additional resources are currently being
sought to help address the significant level of applications.

Citizenship Applications.

562. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
position regarding an application for a certificate of naturalisation in respect of a person (details
supplied) in Cork; when a decision will be made; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [15211/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): A valid application
for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to in the Deputy’s Question was
received in the Citizenship Division of my Department in August 2009.

All valid applications are dealt with in chronological order as this is deemed to be the fairest
to all applicants. The average processing time from application to decision is now at 26 months.
More complicated cases can at times take more than the current average, while an element of
straight forward cases can be dealt with in less than that timescale.

The length of time taken to process each application should not be classified as a delay, as
the length of time taken for any application to be decided is purely a function of the time taken
to carry out necessary checks. There is a limit to the reduction in the processing time that can
be achieved as applications for naturalisation must be processed in a way which preserves the
necessary checks and balances to ensure that it is not undervalued and is only given to persons
who genuinely satisfy the necessary qualifying criteria.

Asylum Applications.

563. Deputy Pat Rabbitte asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
number of appeals to the Refugee Appeals Tribunal that were decided without an oral hearing
in each of the past three years; and the number of cases where the appeal was allowed and
refused in each year. [15226/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The information
requested by the Deputy on the number of appeals to the Refugee Appeals Tribunal that were
decided without an oral hearing in each of the last three years, and the number of such cases
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where the original decision of the Refugee Applications Commissioner was either affirmed or
set aside is set out in the table below.

Affirmed/Refused Set Aside/Granted Total Decided

2007 588 13 601

2008 507 30 537

2009 738 18 756

564. Deputy Pat Rabbitte asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
number of appeals to the Refugee Appeals Tribunal that were decided with an oral hearing in
each of the past three years, and for each year the number of cases where the appeal was
allowed and the number of cases where the appeal was refused. [15227/10]

Minister for Justice and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The information requested
by the Deputy on the number of appeals to the Refugee Appeals Tribunal that were decided
with an oral hearing in each of the last three years, and the number of such cases where the
original decision of the Refugee Applications Commissioner was either affirmed or set aside is
set out in the table below.

Affirmed/Refused Set Aside/Granted Total Decided

2007 1,214 193 1,407

2008 1,661 263 1,924

2009 2,422 250 2,672

Citizenship Applications.

565. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform when a
decision will issue on naturalisation in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15230/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): A valid application
for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to in the Deputy’s Question was
received in the Citizenship Division of my Department in June 2008.

All valid applications are dealt with in chronological order as this is deemed to be the fairest
to all applicants. The average processing time from application to decision is now at 26 months.
More complicated cases can at times take more than the current average, while an element of
straight forward cases can be dealt with in less than that timescale. Officials in the Citizenship
Division inform me that further processing of the application has commenced and the file will
be submitted to me for a decision in due course.

The length of time taken to process each application should not be classified as a delay, as
the length of time taken for any application to be decided is purely a function of the time taken
to carry out necessary checks. There is a limit to the reduction in the processing time that can
be achieved as applications for naturalisation must be processed in a way which preserves the
necessary checks and balances to ensure that it is not undervalued and is only given to persons
who genuinely satisfy the necessary qualifying criteria.
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Visa Applications.

566. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
position regarding a long-term visa in respect of persons (details supplied); and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [15233/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): It is not the general
practice of the Visa Office to issue multiple journey visas unless a compliant travel history to
Ireland in the recent past has been shown. In that context, a Visa Officer would normally
expect to be satisfied that the conditions of at least two previous visas had been observed.

A multiple entry visa may be issued for a one year period with a subsequent similar visa
issuing for a maximum period of two years unless there is a significant change in circumstances.
My Department is happy to continue to provide this facility into the future.

The individuals referred to currently have visa applications under consideration by my
Department and a decision on these applications will issue in due course.

567. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
position regarding a visa application in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [15248/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The visa application
referred to by the Deputy was forwarded to the Visa Office, Dublin on 24 February 2010.
Following consideration by a Visa Officer it was refused on 26 February 2010 for the follow-
ing reasons:

1. It is not general policy to permit any person, whether related or not, to join persons who
have been granted Temporary Leave to remain in the State.

2. Insufficient documentation submitted in support of the application in that divorce papers
were not submitted. (It should be noted that the reference in this application has pre-
viously informed the Immigration section of my Department that his marital status at time
of entry into the State was “married”).

3. Inconsistencies e.g. contradictions in the information supplied in regard to the status of
the reference referred to in the application.

The applicant submitted an appeal on the 9 April 2010. The decision of the Visa Officer was
upheld by the Appeals Officer on the 12 April 2010. As each applicant is entitled to only one
appeal, the person referred to may make a fresh visa application which should include all
documentation which the applicant wishes to have considered by the Visa Officer.

Firearms Licences.

568. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
procedures in place for the disposal of a firearm in respect of which a licence has not been
granted; if guns are to be handed into restricted firearms dealers then the process to be followed
then for their disposal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15256/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I understand from
the Garda Authorities that each Garda Division is in the process of putting the necessary
arrangements in place. I do not have details to hand but I will write to him, with the infor-
mation, as soon as it becomes available.
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Garda Strength.

569. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
number of gardaí stationed at each garda station in County Louth in 2005 and 2010; his plans
to increase the numbers in these locations; the opening hours of each station; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [15257/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I am informed by
the Garda Commissioner that the personnel strength of each Garda station in the Louth
Division on 31 December 2005 and 28 February 2010, the latest date for which figures are
readily available and the latest information available regarding opening hours for each station,
is as set out below.

Station Strengths

Station 31/12/2005 28/02/2010

Ardee 10 31

Castlebellingham 4 4

Collon 2 7

Louth 2 1

Clougherhead 1 4

Drogheda 93 112

Dunleer 4 4

Blackrock 5 4

Carlingford 3 6

Dromad 9 6

Dundalk 101 120

Hackballscross 12 8

Omeath 10 5

Total 256 312

Opening Hours

Station Mon – Fri Sat Sun

Ardee (24 Hour Patrol) 9.00 – 14.00 & 18.00 – 22.00 9.00 – 14.00 Closed

Castlebellingham 10.00 – 13.00 10.00 – 13.00 12.00 – 13.00

Collon 10.00 – 13.00 10.00 – 13.00 12.00 – 13.00

Louth 10.00 – 13.00 10.00 – 13.00 12.00 – 13.00

Clougherhead 10.00 – 13.00 10.00 – 13.00 12.00 – 13.00

Drogheda 24hr 24hr 24hr

Dunleer 10.00 – 13.00 10.00 – 13.00 12.00 – 13.00

Blackrock 10.00 – 13.00 10.00 – 13.00 12.00 – 13.00

Carlingford 10.00 – 13.00 10.00 – 13.00 12.00 – 13.00

Dromad 24hr 24hr 24hr

Dundalk 24hr 24hr 24hr

Hackballscross 17.00 – 20.00 17.00 – 20.00 17.00 – 20.00

Omeath 18.00 – 21.00 18.00 – 21.00 18.00 – 21.00
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The allocation of policing resources throughout the country, including personnel, together with
overall policing arrangements and operational strategy, is a matter for the Garda Commissioner
and senior Garda Officers. Such allocations are continually monitored and reviewed and this
ensures that optimum use is made of Garda resources and the best possible Garda service is
provided to the general public.

570. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if he
will order an independent review of the allocation of gardaí to divisional areas within the
State. [15278/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): At my request, the
Garda Síochána Inspectorate carried out an inspection of resource allocation, including person-
nel, in An Garda Síochána. The Garda Síochána Inspectorate recently published this report
entitled, Report of the Garda Síochána Inspectorate — Resource Allocation, the contents of
which are currently being examined by the Garda Commissioner and senior management. The
report is available in the Inspectorate’s web site at www.gsinsp.ie.

The Garda Commissioner, with his senior managers and Divisional Officers, arranges for the
allocation of Garda personnel throughout the State. Garda management is aided in this by a
distribution model known as the Garda Establishment Redistribution Model (GERM).

I am advised by the Commissioner that this model indicates the most effective means to
distribute Garda personnel and acts as a guide to Garda management decision making. It takes
into account many different policing variables, including crime trends, socio-economic factors,
and census information. The allocation of Garda personnel is determined by these factors and
also takes account of the policing requirements of each individual Division.

Visa Applications.

571. Deputy Ruairí Quinn asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if his
attention has been drawn to the disruption at the Garda National Immigration Bureau; if his
further attention has been drawn to the fact that a green card holder who was due to have
their permit renewed has had to have a stamp 1 issued instead due to industrial action, that
this person will have to renew their visa in four months time as a result, pay a further €150 in
fees and miss a second day of paid employment as a result; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [15286/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I regret to advise
the Deputy that it is not possible to provide a response to his Question at this time. The
information sought by the Deputy will be provided at a later date.

Civil Partnership.

572. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaíl asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if
he will consider correspondence (details attached); and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [15288/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The Civil Partner-
ship Bill 2009 gives same-sex couples the option of registering in a civil partnership, conferring
a range of rights and obligations, including in relation to succession, shared home and financial
matters. Marriage, under the Constitution, continues to attract particular protection, and is
understood as a matter of constitutional jurisprudence to be only between one man and one
woman, ideally for life. Civil partnership is distinct from marriage and in no way diminishes its
special constitutional status.
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The Civil Registration Act 2004 provides that it is an offence for a registrar to fail or refuse,
without reasonable cause, to register a birth, stillbirth, marriage or death. The Civil Partnership
Bill amends the 2004 Act to replicate these provisions with respect to civil partnership regis-
tration. Neither the 2004 Act nor the Bill contains a “right of conscience” provision for regis-
trars. Registrars routinely register marriages of people who are divorced from a previous
spouse, and the matter of freedom of conscience has never been raised in relation to such
marriages.

The Employment Equality Act 1998 and the Equal Status Act 2000 provide that it is an
offence to discriminate against a person for employment purposes or in the provision of goods
and services on the basis of gender, marital status, family status, sexual orientation, religious
belief, age, disability, race or membership of the Traveller community. The Civil Partnership
Bill amends the Equality Acts to extend this protection to civil partnership registration by
replacing the marital status ground with a new “civil status” ground.

The Bill does not contain any exemption from the obligation not to discriminate in the
provision of goods and services, whether on the basis of religious belief or otherwise. Providing
such an exemption could lead to serious unintended consequences and service being withheld
from people in all sorts of situations — from a bank refusing to allow a couple operate a joint
account, to a restaurant refusing to take a booking for two men or two women, to a person’s
partner being unable to visit in hospital purely because an ambulance took a patient to a
religious-run hospital. Such outcomes would be directly contrary to public policy, therefore a
‘freedom of conscience’ exemption could not be countenanced.

Question No. 573 answered with Question No. 499.

Probation and Welfare Service.

574. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the number of posts in the probation service not filled as a result of the moratorium on recruit-
ment. [15293/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The Probation
Service has enjoyed a significant increase in resources in recent years, such that despite the
impact of the Moratorium and other associated measures such as the Incentivised Scheme of
Early Retirement (ISER) and the Incentivised Career Break Scheme (ICBS), the number of
staff working in the Service is still greater than at the end of 2006 and only marginally less than
at the end of 2007. Excluding those vacancies arising from staff availing of ISER and ICBS
(both of which Schemes were specifically designed to reduce Civil Service numbers), 28 whole-
time equivalent vacancies have arisen since the introduction of the Moratorium. Of these, 21
are in the ranks of Probation Officer/Community Service Supervisor with the remainder from
Administrative Support Staff.

My Department and Probation Service management are keeping the situation under review
and in the meantime are ensuring that the resources at the disposal of the Service are managed
as effectively and efficiently as possible.

Garda Investigations.

575. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if he
will support a matter (details supplied). [15297/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I have requested a
report from the Garda authorities in relation to the matter referred to by the Deputy. I will
contact the Deputy again when the report is to hand.

698



Questions— 20 April 2010. Written Answers

Prison Committals.

576. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the eligibility criteria for greater remission of up to one third of a sentence; the number of
applications to date; the number that have been granted such greater remission; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [15308/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): Section 59 (2) of
the Prison Rules, 2007 allows for the discretionary granting of additional remission, up to one
third as opposed to the standard rate of one quarter, where a prisoner has shown further good
conduct through his engagement in authorised structured activity and where, as a result, the
prisoner is less likely to re-offend and will be better able to reintegrate into the community.

I can at the outset advise the Deputy that this additional concession will only be awarded in
exceptional cases and where I am satisfied beyond any doubt that the prisoner concerned has
demonstrated that she/he meets the requirements as set out in the Prison Rules. Perhaps I
should also point to the fact that despite this additional opportunity to earn additional remission
our remission rates are significantly below those currently operating in the UK and Northern
Ireland where rates of 50% are in place.

While there are a number of applications for extra remission under consideration at present,
to date one prisoner has been granted this concession. It is not possible to provide the number
of applications as each case is dealt with on an individual basis and this would require the
manual examination of records going back over a considerable time period. Such an examin-
ation would require a disproportionate and inordinate amount of staff time and effort and
could not be justified in current circumstances where there are other significant demands on
resources.

Prison Education Service.

577. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the measures taken to enact the recommendations of the 2002 Survey of the Level of Learning
Disability among the prison population here; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[15309/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): As indicated in
2003 when this report was published, there are strong reservations about interpreting the main
finding of the study as suggesting that over 28% of the prisoner population in the country have
a mental handicap. Any such suggestion is strongly disputed by people who work with prisoners
in a professional capacity on a daily basis and there is a reasonable basis for argument that this
unexpectedly high figure could be accounted for by measurement of factors attributable to
educational deficit and social disadvantage, rather than learning disability per se. The authors
of the report recommended that a number of priority steps be taken in relation to prisoners
with learning disability. These recommendations fall into three main categories:

(i) psychological assessment of prisoners identified as having a learning disability,

(ii) provision of training for personnel on needs and supports for people with learning dis-
ability and

(iii) development of appropriate educational programmes in prisons designed to address the
needs and learning characteristics of prisoners with learning disability.

In this context I am informed by the Director General of the Irish Prison Service that, at
present, the routine medical, probation and education assessments at committal result in pris-
oners with learning disability coming to notice early in their time in custody. Such prisoners
are provided with a range of supports appropriate to their circumstances, including, as required,
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referral for psychological assessment and special arrangements within education units and
workshops.

Such prisoners may also be referred to the Prison Psychology Service for assistance in coping
with their incarceration and in dealing with their offending behaviour. As necessary, on a case
by case basis, the Psychology Service, in conjunction with the Probation Service, makes contact
with community-based services in supporting the reintegration of offenders back into the com-
munity. This would include voluntary and statutory services working within the learning diffi-
culties sector.

Since September 2007, all recruit prison officers (RPOs) complete a Higher Certificate in
Custodial Care programme. The objective of the two year Higher Certificate programme is to
provide a professional development framework for RPOs and equip them with a range of skills
and competencies that will enable them to carry out their duties in a professional manner.
Many of the modules cover areas around mental health and wellbeing. The health care module
covers health promotion, mental and emotional health, special health issues in prison and
substance misuse. Other modules cover equality and diversity awareness, sociology for custodial
care and ethics in custodial care.

The Prison Education Service, which involves a partnership between the Irish Prison Service
and a range of educational agencies including the VECs, provides a broad programme of edu-
cation for prisoners following an adult education approach. Education centres are in operation
in all prisons and places of detention. There is substantial flexibility in education delivery, with
significant provision for one-to-one teaching which is particularly relevant to prisoners with a
learning disability.

Following on the recommendations of the 2003 report commissioned by my Department
entitled “The Prison Adult Literacy Survey — Results and Implications”, a number of signifi-
cant initiatives commenced or were strengthened in the prisons. These initiatives parallel efforts
to address adult literacy in the community. Among these are the fuller use of negotiated learn-
ing plans for all literacy students, introducing and supporting the FETAC level 1 and level 2
courses, the introduction of a standardised assessment framework across all prisons, devising
and delivering the national 30-hour Initial Tutor Training course for new teachers and
developing and rolling out a national Literacy Plan for Prison Education — work on which
commenced in 2009.

578. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
his plans to conduct another survey of literacy among prisoners; if the effectiveness of measures
taken following the Prison Adult Literacy Survey 2003 have been assessed; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [15310/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): In 2003 the results
of a survey commissioned by my Department were published in the Irish Prison Service publi-
cation entitled “The Prison Adult Literacy Survey — Results and Implications”. The survey
found that a significant number of prisoners were not functionally literate, with 52% of them
at Level 1 or Pre-Level 1 literacy levels. Level 1 is defined as knowing the alphabet but having
difficulties with reading. Pre-Level 1 is defined as being unable to read simple words but with
the ability to write their names or know the alphabet. More than twice as many prisoners are
at the lowest level compared with the population generally. Given this deficit, literacy work is
a priority element in prison education and every effort is made to publicise literacy classes and
encourage as many prisoners as possible to participate.

Prisoners coming into the Education Centre of each prison have an individual interview to
assess their educational needs and interests. Those with literacy difficulties are prioritised for
support. They are encouraged to participate in non-academic pursuits to enhance their percep-
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tion of school and education, and to stimulate a general interest in learning. Once their personal
self confidence grows they are proactively encouraged to participate in courses which require
increased emphasis on the use of text and written format.

Following on the recommendations of the 2003 survey a number of significant initiatives
commenced or were strengthened in the prisons. These initiatives parallel efforts to address
adult literacy in the community. Among these are the fuller use of negotiated learning plans
for all literacy students, introducing and supporting the FETAC level 1 and level 2 courses, the
introduction of a standardised assessment framework across all prisons, devising and delivering
the national 30-hour Initial Tutor Training course for new teachers and developing and rolling
out a national Literacy Plan for Prison Education — work on which commenced in 2009. There
are currently no plans to undertake a further survey.

Detention Centres.

579. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the number of persons held under immigration legislation in 2009; the institutions in which
they were held; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15311/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I am advised by
the Director General of the Irish Prison Service that the annual statistics for 2009 are currently
being finalised for inclusion in the 2009 Annual Report of the Irish Prison Service. I expect to
receive the 2009 Annual Report in the coming weeks whereupon the information requested by
the Deputy will be provided.

Prison Committals.

580. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the number of prisoners here; the number in each institution; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [15312/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I wish to inform
the Deputy that on 16 April 2010 there were 4,187 prisoners in custody. The breakdown of the
population per prison is listed in the table below:

Prison/Place of Detention Persons in Custody

Arbour Hill Prison 153

Castlerea Prison 370

Cloverhill Prison 467

Cork Prison 301

Dóchas Centre 127

Limerick Prison (male) 309

Limerick Prison (female) 26

Loughan House 136

Midlands Prison 526

Mountjoy Prison (male) 650

Portlaoise Prison 255

Shelton Abbey 98

St. Patrick’s Institution 207

Training Unit 115

Wheatfield Prison 447

Total 4,187
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As the Deputy will appreciate the Irish Prison Service must accept all prisoners committed by
the Courts into its custody and do not have the option of refusing committals. It is the case
that there has been a consistent increase in the total prisoner population over recent years.
This situation is particularly apparent over the past 12 months during which time the total
number in custody has increased by 352. This represents over 9% of a rise in the number
in custody.

The Irish Prison Service has been engaged in an extensive programme of investment in
prisons infrastructure which has involved both the modernisation of the existing estate and the
provision of extra prison spaces. Since 1997 in excess of 1,720 new prison spaces have come on
stream in the prison system. These include the new prisons in Castlerea, the Midlands,
Cloverhill, the Dóchas Centre and new accommodation in Limerick, Portlaoise and Castlerea
prisons and at the open centres in Shelton Abbey and Loughan House.

More recently the re-opening of the Separation Unit in Mountjoy provided an additional 50
spaces. Current projects will see a further 200 prison spaces provided in the short term by
means of a new block in Wheatfield Prison. In addition, work is expected to commence in late
2010 on a new accommodation block in the Portlaoise/Midlands prisons complex which will
provide 300 prison spaces.

Of course, in the longer term the Thornton campus will provide modern, regime focussed
accommodation and combined with the Kilworth development — replacing Cork Prison — the
State will have provided for significant, quantifiable improvements across our prison estate.

Prison Accommodation.

581. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the number of cells in each institution here; the number that accommodate two, three, four or
more prisoners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15313/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The information
requested by the Deputy is set out in the table below as of the 14 April 2010. The breakdown
of occupied cell accommodation per prison for that date is listed in table below.

Prison/Place of Detention Single cells Double Treble Quadruple More than Total
Cells Cells Cells 4 persons occupied

in cell cells

Arbour Hill Prison 84 25 0 5 0 114

Castlerea Prison 83 107 0 4 0 194

Cloverhill Prison 49 20 95 23 0 187

Cork Prison 20 99 28 0 0 147

Dóchas Centre 55 27 4 1 1 88

Limerick Prison (male) 72 92 16 0 0 180

Limerick Prison (female) 0 7 3 0 0 10

Loughan House 66 29 1 4 0 100

Midlands Prison 361 45 0 20 0 426

Mountjoy Prison (male) 329 118 8 5 3 463

Portlaoise Prison 143 54 3 0 0 200

Shelton Abbey 40 5 0 5 5 55

St. Patrick’s Institution 188 12 0 0 0 200

Training Unit 75 21 0 0 0 96

Wheatfield Prison 137 148 0 0 0 285

Total 1,702 809 158 67 9 2,745
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It should be noted that some prisons/place of detentions have dormitory style accom-
modation.In the case of Castlerea Prison, 55 prisoners are held in “The Grove” which is
regarded as residential type accommodation.

As the Deputy will appreciate the Irish Prison Service must accept all prisoners committed
by the Courts into its custody and do not have the option of refusing committals. It is the case
that there has been a consistent increase in the total prisoner population over recent years.
This situation is particularly apparent over the past 12 months during which time the total
number in custody has increased by 315. This represents over 8% of a rise in the number
in custody.

The Irish Prison Service has been engaged in an extensive programme of investment in
prisons infrastructure which has involved both the modernisation of the existing estate and the
provision of extra prison spaces. Since 1997 in excess of 1,720 new prison spaces have come on
stream in the prison system. These include the new prisons in Castlerea, the Midlands,
Cloverhill, the Dóchas Centre and new accommodation in Limerick, Portlaoise and Castlerea
prisons and at the open centres in Shelton Abbey and Loughan House.

More recently the re-opening of the Separation Unit in Mountjoy provided an additional 50
spaces. Current projects will see a further 200 prison spaces provided in the short term by
means of a new block in Wheatfield Prison. In addition, work is expected to commence in late
2010 on a new accommodation block in the Portlaoise/Midlands prisons complex which will
provide 300 prison spaces.

582. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the number of prisoners here who have less than seven hours out of cell time; the number of
hours such prisoners have out of their cells each day; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [15314/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): On 15 April, 2010
there were 317 prisoners falling into the category referred to by the Deputy. This represents
just under 8% of the prisoner population on that date. The vast majority of these cases are
prisoners who require protection and whose regimes have to be restricted for their own safety.
There is also a small number of prisoners who are subject to a restricted regime because of
medical reasons.

The location of these persons is set out in the following table:

Institution Number of Prisoners

Mountjoy Prison 113

St. Patrick’s Institution 37

Limerick Prison 34

Cloverhill Prison 33

Castlerea Prison 27

Midlands Prison 27

Wheatfield Prison 25

Cork Prison 21

Total 317

The other institutions in the prison estate have no persons in this category.

Question No. 583 answered with Question No. 533.
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Prison Committals.

584. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the number of male prisoners under the age of 21 years here; the number in each institution
in which they are held; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15316/10]

585. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the number of female prisoners under the age of 21 years here; the number held in Limerick
Prison; the number held in the Dóchas Centre, Dublin 7; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [15317/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I propose to answer
Questions Nos. 584 and 585 together.

I wish to inform the Deputy that the total number of persons under 21 years of age in prison
custody on 16 April, 2010 was 425. This figure is made up of 414 males and 11 females. The
table below lists the Institutions in which this cohort are held:

Institution Total

St. Patrick’s Institution 203

Limerick Prison (male) 41

Cloverhill Prison 32

Castlerea Prison 26

Mountjoy Prison (male) 24

Cork Prison 23

Loughan House 18

Wheatfield Prison 16

Midlands Prison 12

Portlaoise Prison 11

Dóchas Centre (Female) 6

Limerick Prison (female) 5

Shelton Abbey 4

Training Unit 4

Total 425

Citizenship Applications.

586. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the position
regarding an application for naturalisation in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin
12; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15325/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): A valid application
for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to in the Deputy’s Question was
received in the Citizenship Division of my Department in April 2008.

All valid applications are dealt with in chronological order as this is deemed to be the fairest
to all applicants.The average processing time from application to decision is now at 26 months.
More complicated cases can at times take more than the current average, while an element of
straight forward cases can be dealt with in less than that timescale. Officials in the Citizenship
Division inform me that further processing of the application has commenced and the file will
be submitted to me for a decision in due course.
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The length of time taken to process each application should not be classified as a delay, as
the length of time taken for any application to be decided is purely a function of the time taken
to carry out necessary checks. There is a limit to the reduction in the processing time that can
be achieved as applications for naturalisation must be processed in a way which preserves the
necessary checks and balances to ensure that it is not undervalued and is only given to persons
who genuinely satisfy the necessary qualifying criteria.

Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal.

587. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
reason for the delay in processing a claim under the criminal injuries compensation tribunal for
persons (details supplied) in County Kilkenny; and when this case will be finalised. [15351/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I can inform the
Deputy that, under the terms of the Scheme of Compensation for Personal Injuries Criminally
Inflicted, the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal is entirely independent in the matter of
deciding individual applications to the Tribunal. In this regard, as I am sure the Deputy will
appreciate, it would be inappropriate for me to have any involvement with an individual
application.

However to be of assistance in the matter, I have had enquiries made with the Tribunal in
relation to the application referred to by the Deputy and I understand that the application in
question has been the subject of ongoing correspondence between the Applicant’s solicitor and
the Tribunal. I am informed that the Tribunal will be in contact with the Applicant’s solicitor
to arrange a hearing as soon as is practicable.

Garda Investigations.

588. Deputy Michael Noonan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
number of persons charged with organising criminal gangs and with membership of criminal
gangs under the provisions of the Criminal Justice (Amendment) Bill 2009; the number of
these cases that have resulted in a conviction; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [15361/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): As the Deputy is
aware the Criminal Justice (Amendment) Act 2009 entered into force in July last year. This
legislation represents additional legislative resources that the Oireachtas has made available to
An Garda Síochána to facilitate them in their fight against serious and organised crime. Given
the serious nature of the offences dealt with under the legislation in question a full and thor-
ough investigation of individuals and their activities is necessary and must be conducted before
charges can be brought against them. Where there is justification and a legal basis, those sus-
pected of involvement in criminal activity are arrested, detained and questioned in relation to
specific crimes. I am advised that as a result of investigations focussing on the activities of those
involved in organised crime a number of Garda investigation files have been submitted to the
Director of Public Prosecutions for direction.

Relevant statistics in relation to the utilisation of the legislation referred to by the Deputy
will be compiled in the context of seeking the renewal of certain of its provisions later this
year. I can assure this House that An Garda Síochána will continue to utilise all resources
available to them in order to combat the activities of those engaged in criminality of all forms.
As Minister, I remain fully committed to supporting Gardai in their ongoing efforts and will
ensure that the necessary resources are made available as and when they may be required.
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589. Deputy Michael Noonan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
number of occasions on which evidence which was collected under the provisions of the Crimi-
nal Justice (Surveillance) Bill 2009 has been used by the gardaí in court; the number of convic-
tions that have been secured by the use of such evidence; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [15362/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The Criminal
Justice (Surveillance) Act 2009 provides a statutory framework for evidence obtained by means
of covert surveillance to be used in criminal trials. The Act provides for a system of authoris-
ations for covert surveillance operations which will, as a rule, involve an application to a judge
for authorisation to proceed with the surveillance and where the reasons for the surveillance
will be clearly set out before the court.

Section 15, Criminal Justice (Surveillance) Act, 2009 stipulates that the existence or non-
existence of an authorisation shall not be disclosed by way of discovery, or otherwise, unless
authorised by the court. Section 15 further states that such a disclosure shall not be authorised
if it is likely to create a material risk to the maintenance of the integrity, effectiveness and
security of the operations of An Garda Síochána.

Our criminal law has been significantly strengthened in recent years. Many of the changes
which I have piloted through the Oireachtas are targeted at fighting gangland crime, including
the Criminal Justice (Amendment) Act, 2009 and the Criminal Justice (Surveillance) Act, 2009.

I have consistently made it clear that inevitably it will take time for the full effects of anti-
gangland legislation to become clear. The Commissioner has assured the me that the Gardaí
have been making full use of the legislation since it has been enacted, to build up criminal
cases against gangland figures. They are painstakingly working to gather evidence that will be
sufficient to enable the DPP to initiate prosecutions of people in relation to gangland activities.
A number of Garda investigation files have already been submitted to the DPP. I am confident
that, as the evidence accumulates against individuals, successful prosecutions will be taken.

Juvenile Offenders.

590. Deputy Michael Noonan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
number of Antisocial Behaviour Orders that have been issued by the courts since the provision
was made for this process in law; the distribution of ASBOs through the different garda
divisions; his views on the reason the garda seem reluctant to seek ASBOS against young
persons involved in anti social behaviour; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[15363/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): Part 11 of the
Criminal Justice Act 2006, which provides for civil proceedings in relation to anti-social behav-
iour by adults, was commenced on 1 January, 2007. Part 13 of the Act, which relates to anti-
social behaviour by children, was commenced on 1 March, 2007. These provisions set out an
incremental procedure for addressing anti-social behaviour by adults and children. With regard
to children, these range from a warning from a member of An Garda Síochána, to a good
behaviour contract involving the child and his or her parents or guardian, to referral to the
Garda Juvenile Diversion Programme and finally to the making of a behaviour order by the
Children Court. With regard to adults, they include a warning and the making of a civil order
by the court.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that, up to 28 February, 2010, 1,501 behaviour
warnings were issued to adults and 1,140 to children. Thirteen good behaviour contracts were
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issued to children. In addition, three civil orders (in respect of adults) and three behaviour
orders (in respect of children) have been issued by the courts.

In setting up the regime the intention was that these interventions would address the problem
behaviour. If they succeed, there will be no need to apply to the courts for an order. It is only
if they fail to lead to a behaviour adjustment by the person in question, that a court order will
be applied for.

My Department is examining, in consultation with the Department of the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government and An Garda Síochána, possible approaches to dealing with
and preventing anti-social behaviour at the local level, taking into account the financial and
personnel resources available to local and national agencies in the current economic envir-
onment, and the desirability of using, to the greatest extent possible, existing structures.In
addition to this examination, the review of the legislative provisions currently in place is
continuing.

Asylum Applications.

591. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
further to Parliamentary Question No. 142 of 31 March 2010, if his attention has been drawn
to the reception and integration agency website which states that asylum seekers are required
to live in RIA accommodation and that failure to do so is an offence and may result in their
application being deemed withdrawn and rejected; if he will ensure that this information is
removed from the RIA website if it is incorrect. [15539/10]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I have referred the
Deputy’s Question to the Reception and Integration Agency (RIA), and have been informed
that its website is out of date in respect of the issue raised, and that arrangements are being
put in place for this content to be amended accordingly.

Juvenile Offenders.

592. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Law Reform the number
of persons under 18 years detained in prisons here; the number in each such institution in
which they are held; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15557/10]

Minister for Justice and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I wish to inform the Deputy
that all male persons under the age of 18 years are detained in St. Patrick’s Institution. On 16
April, 2010 there were 207 persons in custody in St. Patrick’s Institution which has a bed
capacity of 217. Of the 207 persons in custody, 51 persons were aged under 18 years of age.
There are currently no females under the age of 18 years in custody in prisons. St. Patrick’s
Institution is a closed, medium security place of detention for males aged 16 to 21 years of age
and accommodates both remand and sentenced prisoners. It contains a special unit for 16 and
17 year olds. However, in the longer term the Irish Youth Justice Service, an executive office
within my Department responsible for an integrated response to youth offending, will take
responsibility for the detention facilities for all boys under 18 years of age.

Garda Stations.

593. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Law Reform the position
regarding the proposed refurbishment of Fitzgibbon Street Garda Station, Dublin 1; the
amount of funding allocated for this work; when work will commence; the time frame for the
works to be completed and for gardaí to move back into the station. [15592/10]
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Minister for Justice and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The Garda accommodation
programme is based on agreed priorities established by An Garda Síochána and it is brought
forward in close cooperation with the Office of Public Works, which has responsibility for the
provision and maintenance of Garda accommodation. I am informed by the Garda authorities
that, due to its condition, it will be necessary to vacate Fitzgibbon Street Garda Station to
facilitate refurbishment of the premises. The Office of Public Works is currently making
arrangements to refurbish Mountjoy Garda Station to accommodate personnel from Fitzgibbon
Street station during the relevant period and it is expected that this work will commence
shortly.

I have been assured by the Garda authorities that current policing levels will be maintained
in the area concerned and that there will be no diminution of the Garda service being provided
to the local community. The measures referred to will be discontinued when the necessary
refurbishment work at Fitzgibbon Street Station has been completed. The details sought by the
Deputy in relation to the likely timescales and costs involved are not currently to hand and I
will write to the Deputy as soon as they are available.

Anti-Racism Measures.

594. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Law Reform his plans to
tackle racism in society here particularly in schools; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [15736/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Law Reform (Deputy Mary White): On
1st May 2008 a policy statement, Migration Nation, outlining the policy approach to integration
was published. Following on from that a number of arrangements are in place with local auth-
orities and national sporting bodies to assist with addressing anti-racism and promoting inte-
gration. In 2009, funding in the amount of €430,000 was made available to sporting bodies and
close to €1m was made available to local authorities and I hope to continue funding of this
kind subject to the availability of resources. In addition my Office has provided funding of
over €1.5 million to other initiatives and programmes such as the Resettlement of Programme
Refugees, the Holocaust Educational Trust and Show Racism the Red Card. Funding is also
available through the European Refugee Fund and the European Social Fund for measures to
promote integration. My Office has also compiled and submitted Ireland’s Joint Third and
Fourth Report to the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination. This report details the measures that have been taken in recent years to address
anti-racism and to promote integration. This report is available on my Office’s website —
www.integration.ie. I will shortly establish a Ministerial Council on Integration. This Council
will be largely drawn from the migrant community in this country. Such a Council, I believe,
will further enhance integration in Ireland.

In order to tackle racist behaviour and to promote integration in our schools, a number of
initiatives are taking place. The Board of Management of each school is required to prepare a
code of behaviour in accordance with Section 23 of the Education (Welfare) Act 2000. Each
school must have in place a policy which includes specific measures to deal with bullying behav-
iour, within the framework of an overall school code of behaviour and discipline. Such a code,
developed through consultation with the whole school community and properly implemented,
can be the most influential measure in countering bullying behaviour in schools. Research
shows that in many schools codes of behaviour explicitly deal with racial harassment.

Furthermore, the “Intercultural Education Guidelines” for primary and post-primary schools
developed by the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment and made available to all
schools aim to promote equality and human rights, challenge unfair discrimination and promote
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the values on which equality is built. A national intercultural education strategy is being
finalised and is expected to be launched in the near future. This will deal with intercultural
education right across the education spectrum including at school level. It will set out a policy
framework for the field of intercultural education.

Departmental Funding.

595. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Law Reform the funding
provided to the Office of the Minister for Integration in 2010; the way this money will be
distributed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15737/10]

Minister for Justice and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): As indicated in the Revised
Estimates for Public Services, published on 18 February, the allocation for the Office of the
Minister for Integration (Subhead E. 8 of the Justice, Equality and Law Reform Vote) is €5.355
million of which €1.49 million is in respect of pay. I will take decisions on the expenditure of
this allocation in due course and announcements will be made in the usual way. In addition to
the above-mentioned allocation, the Estimates also provide €1.848 million in Subhead D. 3 of
the Vote for expenditure under the European Refugee Fund and the European Fund for the
integration of Third-Country Nationals.

Sports Funding.

596. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Law Reform the amount of
funding provided to local authorities and sporting bodies annually since 2007 and to date in
2010; if he will give a breakdown of the allocation annually to each local authority and sporting
body since 2007 and to date in 2010; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15738/10]

Minister for Justice and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I wish to inform the Deputy
that in as much as the readily available information indicates, funding was provided over the
years in question to local authorities and sporting bodies as follows:

2007 2008 2009 2010

Jan-Dec Jan-Dec Jan-Dec Jan-Mar

Local Authorities

Carlow Co. Council 16,000 234,000 15,736

Cavan Co. Council 37,000 11,380

Clare County Council 25,000 35,000

Cork City Council 39,507 39,100

Donegal Co. Council 10,000

Dublin City Council 79,000 260,000

Dun Laoire/Rathdown Co. Council 20,000 55,000 64,000

Fingal Co. Council 165,000 235,000 25,000

Galway Co. Council 85,000 40,000 85,000

Kildare Co. Council 2,000 55,000

Kilkenny Co. Council 97,500

Laois Co. Council 8,000

Leitrim Co. Council 25,000

Limerick Co. Council 24,657 30,000

Louth Co. Council 13,450

Mayo Co.Council 35,000 20,000

Meath Co. Council 40,000 45,000
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2007 2008 2009 2010

Jan-Dec Jan-Dec Jan-Dec Jan-Mar

Monaghan Co. Council 98,119

North Tipperary Co. Council 50,000

Roscommon Co. Council 8,000

Sligo Co Council 35,000 10,000

South Dublin Co. Council 115,000

Westmeath Co. Council 20,000

Wexford Co. Council 33,846

Wicklow Co. Council 30,000 15,000

Sporting Bodies

Adventure Sport Project 100,000 110,000 103,400 24,250

Basketball Ireland 185,000 165,000

Football Association of Ireland 80,000 235,000 232,000

Irish Amateur Boxing Association of Ireland 50,513

Kerry Local Sports Partnership 11,930

Kildare Sports Partnership 4,800

Kiltimagh/Knock Utd Soccer Club 3,200

Mayo Sports Partnership 3,500

Meath Local Sports Partnership 8,800 2,200

National Community Games 35,000

North Tipperary Sports Partnership 2,000

South Tipperary Sports 5,600 1,003

Roscommon Sports Partnership 3,200 800

Sligo Sports & Recreation 2,000

South Dublin Co. Council 85,000

Sport Against Racism in Ireland 14,000

St. Brigids Boxing Club 5,000

Westmeath Sports Partnership 10,000 2,400

Total 735,930 1,392,544 1,694,167 49,250

Deportation Orders.

597. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Law Reform if he will
review the decision to deport in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Louth; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15765/10]

Minister for Justice and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I refer the Deputy to my
detailed reply to Dail Question number 200 of 26th November, 2009. I am satisfied that the
applications made by the person concerned for asylum, for subsidiary protection, and for tem-
porary leave to remain in the state, together with all refoulement issues, were fairly and com-
prehensively examined and, as such, the decision to deport him is justified. However, if new
information or circumstances have come to light, which have a direct bearing on his case and
which have arisen since the original decision to deport was made, there remains the option of
applying to me for revocation of his Deportation Order pursuant to the provisions of Section
3 (11) of the Immigration Act, 1999, as amended. However I wish to make clear that such an
application would require substantial grounds to be successful. The enforcement of the Deport-
ation Order is an operational matter for the Garda National Immigration Bureau.
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Citizenship Applications.

598. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Law Reform the position
regarding an application for residency in the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 22;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15827/10]

Minister for Justice and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I refer the Deputy to
Parliamentary Question No. 162 of Tuesday 16 June, 2009 and the written Reply to that Ques-
tion. The position in the State of the person concerned now falls to be considered for Subsidiary
Protection in the State in accordance with the European Communities (Eligibility for
Protection) Regulations 2006 (S.I. No. 518 of 2006) and this application is under consideration
at present. When consideration of this application has been completed, the person concerned
will be notified in writing of the outcome. In the event that the application for Subsidiary
Protection is refused, the position in the State of the person concerned will then be decided by
reference to the provisions of Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and
Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended) on the prohibition of refoulement. All rep-
resentations submitted will be considered before the file is passed to me for decision. Once a
decision has been made, this decision and the consequences of the decision will be conveyed
in writing to the person concerned.

Garda Recruitment.

599. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Law Reform the number
of posts from the rank of sergeant upwards to be filled in An Garda Síochána as of the 31
March 2010; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15828/10]

Minister for Justice and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I have requested the infor-
mation sought by the Deputy from the Garda Commissioner. I will write to the Deputy directly
when this information is to hand.

Overseas Development Aid.

600. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the areas within the
Millennium Development Goals set by world leaders in 2000 on which significant progress has
been made; and the areas in which progress has been a disappointment to him; the steps he
plans to take to get these ambitions back on track; and if he has given an international commit-
ment that there will be no further slippage in overseas development aid targets in the coming
years [14481/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Peter Power): The Millen-
nium Development Goals (MDGs) adopted by Heads of Government at the Millennium Sum-
mit in 2000 provide the framework for international development up to 2015. They involve a
series of ambitious and far-reaching commitments, together with a set of specific targets against
which to measure progress in the reduction of global poverty. Progress on the Goals will be
reviewed at a Summit Meeting at the United Nations in New York in September, where Ireland
and our EU partners will work to ensure that the international community maintains its com-
mitments in the face of increased global challenges and continuing international economic
difficulty.

The UN Secretary General last month published a report on progress achieved on each of
the eight Millennium Development Goals. The report notes that significant progress has been
made since 2000 in combating extreme poverty and hunger in some regions, in improving levels
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of enrolment in schools and in child health. There has also been progress in expanding access
to clean water and access to HIV treatment and in controlling malaria and tuberculosis.

Despite these achievements, however, it is clear that overall progress on the Goals has been
too slow if there is to be a credible prospect of reaching the targets established for 2015. In
sub-Saharan Africa, which is the premier focus of Ireland’s aid programme, extreme poverty
and hunger has increased. Over one billion people worldwide are now suffering the effects of
hunger. More than 70 million children remain out of school and progress on gender equality
has been very slow. In addition, although recent studies have demonstrated that progress is
possible in relation to maternal health, the reality is that 500,000 women continue to die each
year from causes that are almost entirely preventable and treatable.

With just five years remaining until 2015, I believe that the attainment of the MDGs requires
agreement on a practical, action-oriented development agenda, which is based on evidence.
The reduction of global poverty requires a continuing commitment to the achievement of all
of the MDGs. In preparation for the Summit in September, Ireland is prioritising a focus on
global hunger and food insecurity, in recognition that slow progress on the eradication of
extreme poverty and hunger, the first of the MDGs, is impeding progress across the other
Goals. Ireland will also argue that priority be given to those regions and groups that are lagging
behind, in particular those most vulnerable to extreme poverty and hunger in sub-Saharan
Africa.

We are engaged in detailed discussions with our EU partners in order to finalise a strong
EU position for the Summit, which will be approved by the June European Council. Nationally,
we are also preparing with the US Administration for the organisation of an important Irish
— US event during the Summit to promote a comprehensive international approach to the
global hunger crisis. This will highlight the need to link agriculture, food security and nutrition
programming in order to provide a realistic and sustainable solution to world hunger.

The provision of Official Development Assistance (ODA) is an essential element in the
effort to achieve the MDGs. The Government remains firmly committed to achieving the target
of spending 0.7% of GNP on ODA by 2015. Ireland is ahead of most of our EU partners in
making progress towards achieving the target. The OECD confirmed last week that, in 2009,
Ireland was the seventh most generous aid donor internationally in per capita terms.

Human Rights Issues.

601. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if his attention has
been drawn to reports of intimidation in Rwanda in the run-up to the presidential elections in
August 2010; if he will be sending election observers; the other actions he has taken or will
take to address this issue at diplomatic and European levels; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [14504/10]

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Micheál Martin): The immediate context for reported
incidents of intimidation is the run-up to Presidential elections which will be held in Rwanda
on 9th August this year. The main political party in Rwanda is the RPF, the Rwandan Patriotic
Front, chaired by President Kagame, which has a large majority in government. There are
many smaller parties which work in coalition with the RPF and do not have strong identities
of their own. Two parties which were formed as opposition parties in the early 1990s, the Social
Democratic Party and the Liberal Party, are now associated at parliamentary, ministerial and
institutional level with the RPF.
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The Social Party-Imberakuri (PS) is so far the only registered opposition party. Two other
parties are trying to register, the United Democratic Forces (UDF)–Inkingi, led by Ms Victoire
Ingabire who returned from exile in the Netherlands earlier this year; and the Democratic
Green party of Rwanda (DGPR) led by Frank Habineza. Both these leaders have experienced
problems registering their parties. The leaders also claim that they have been subjected to
threats, harassment and various forms of intimidation. The government has robustly denied all
allegations, and suggested there are technical reasons for the problems faced by parties in
securing registration.

Rwanda has made substantial progress in establishing peace, security and institutions of
governance since the genocide of 1994. Although facing serious threat from FDLR Hutu rebels
(many of them linked to the 1994 genocide) operating in east of neighbouring Congo, Rwanda
has substantially restored security and stability within its borders. It has worked to improve
relations with the authorities in Kinshasa as evidenced by the restoration of diplomatic relations
and the recent regional cooperation in the military operation against the FDLR. Rwanda has
also won praise from international donors over the past several years for its progressive
approach to development and for having created strong levels of economic growth.

Whilst the progress made by Rwanda is to be welcomed, there are concerns about political
freedom, particularly in advance of the elections. As a result of the 1994 genocide, a law was
passed in 2008 which criminalises “genocidal ideology”. Whilst a law of this kind is under-
standable in such circumstances, the terms of the law are vague and ambiguous, and as a
result are capable of stifling freedom of expression and narrowing political space. Some of the
regulations in force could be interpreted as aimed at controlling political competition and are
not in line with international standards.

With regard to election monitoring, Ireland always seeks to respond in a positive manner to
calls from the EU for election observers. However on this occasion it is envisaged that the EU
will field an Election Expert Team rather than a full Election Observation Mission. However,
if a request for observers should issue we would examine the request positively.

Together with our EU partners, Ireland will continue to monitor developments in Rwanda
in advance of, during, and after the elections. We shall continue to make our voice heard,
through our Embassy in Kampala which is accredited to Rwanda, and through those EU part-
ners who have missions in Kigali and have regular dialogue with the Government. Ireland will
continue to support Rwanda’s development through the provision of overseas development aid
and bilateral cooperation. Irish Aid has provided more than €8 million in funding to Rwanda
since 2007.

Passport Applications.

602. Deputy Ulick Burke asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will provide a passport
office similar to that available in Cork in Galway in order to avoid the constant overloading at
the existing Dublin centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14569/10]

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Micheál Martin): The Passport Office provides a com-
prehensive range of options for citizens to apply for passports. In addition to the public counter
service in Dublin and Cork applications may be made by express post through some 1,000 post
offices across the country and some 70 postoffices in Northern Ireland. While the originally
guaranteed 10 working day service is not currently available applications are being processed
in a first come first served basis. Less urgent applications can also be made by ordinary post.

The current problems being encountered in the passport office are a direct result of industrial
action over recent months and a 24% increase on applications for this time of year. My Depart-

713



Questions— 20 April 2010. Written Answers

[Deputy Micheál Martin.]

ment is working to meet the demand and is issuing passports between 15 and 20 working days
from date of receipt. Continued refusal of the Civil, Public and Services Union to co-operate
with temporary seasonal staff is hindering the ability to reduce these timelines. Notwithstanding
the current financial pressures on my Department, I am keeping the issue of additional regional
passport offices under review

Departmental Bodies.

603. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the steps he has taken
and will take to implement the innovation taskforces key recommendation (details supplied);
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14748/10]

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Micheál Martin): Since I became Minister for Foreign
Affairs, I have set as a key priority for my Department the promotion of our economic interests
abroad. I have charged the Promoting Ireland Abroad Division of the Department, as well as
our Missions abroad, to work closely with the relevant Government Departments and economic
State Agencies to assist trade, investment and tourism efforts and to convey positive messages
about our economic policies and performance, in order to enhance our image overseas as an
economic partner.

Since the launch of the Government’s Smart Economy Framework in December 2008, my
Department has placed a special emphasis on raising awareness of Ireland as a centre of excel-
lence for science, technology and innovation. The issue is regularly raised on the occasion of
inward and outward high level visits, during bilateral consultations and exchanges and in the
context of promotional work by my Department.

As part of its promotional work, my Department has also devoted considerable energy over
the last 18 months to conveying positive messages to international media and opinion formers
about our economic performance. At my direction, a Media Unit was established for this pur-
pose within the Department’s Promoting Ireland Abroad Division last year. The Unit works
closely with our Missions abroad to proactively counter negative and inaccurate reporting of
our economic situation, and to highlight Ireland’s strengths as an economic partner, including
in the field of innovation.

My Department also works closely with the economic State Agencies to ensure that a consist-
ent message about Ireland’s strengths and advantages is communicated to the international
business community. Ireland’s growing reputation for excellence in innovation is at the heart
of these efforts. This year, in order to maximise the value of St. Patrick’s Day as an opportunity
to promote our economic interests abroad, a coherent set of messages was developed in close
consultation with the relevant Government Departments and State Agencies. These were used
by all Ministers travelling abroad for St. Patrick’s Day and by our Ambassadors in other coun-
tries. Central to these messages was the development of Ireland as a global hub for innovation
as a key part of the Government’s strategy for economic recovery.

In February I launched the Global Irish Network, a project first proposed at the Global Irish
Economic Forum in September, as a means of continuing and maintaining the valuable work
that was begun at Farmleigh. Members are located all over the world, with significant numbers
drawn from Europe, North America and Asia. There are also members in the Middle East,
Australia, and Latin America. While our Embassies and State Agencies have actively main-
tained local business and community networks in individual countries and regions, the Global
Irish Network will, for the first time, integrate the most influential Irish connected individuals
into one global group and act as an additional resource for the Government and State Agencies
in promoting Ireland’s economic, cultural and tourism messages in key markets.
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The report of the Taskforce on Innovation provides a detailed and constructive examination
of where Ireland currently stands in relation to innovation and sets out a series of recom-
mendations aimed at achieving a step-change in Ireland’s innovation performance. My Depart-
ment will continue to work closely with the relevant Government Departments and State Agen-
cies to promote Ireland’s achievements and potential in innovation and to ensure that optimal
use is made of Ireland’s network of Missions abroad to promote and advance Ireland’s interests
in this crucial area.

Passport Applications.

604. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when a passport will
issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [14788/10]

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Micheál Martin): The Passport Office has no record of
any passport application for the person in question. However, the reference numbers quoted
may be citizenship application reference numbers. Citizenship is a matter for the Minister of
Justice Equality and Law Reform.

Human Rights Issues.

605. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the outcome of discussions
he has had with the Egyptian Minister for Foreign Affairs, Ahmed Aboul Gheit, regarding a
matter (details supplied); if he submitted information on the case to the Egyptian Minister; the
progress on this case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14806/10]

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Micheál Martin): During my visit to Egypt in February
I raised this case with the Egyptian Minister for Foreign Affairs. I emphasised the fact that this
abduction is causing great distress to the child’s family in Ireland and sought the assistance of
the Minister to resolve this case in a speedy manner. In a follow-up to this meeting the Embassy
in Cairo submitted a note to the Egyptian Foreign Ministry outlining the facts of the case.

The Embassy in Cairo has been assisting the family in relation to this case since last Summer.
The family has engaged solicitors in Egypt and Dublin to pursue this case in the Egyptian
courts. I understand that at present the solicitor advising the family in Egypt is awaiting docu-
ments from the family in Ireland and confirmation from them that they wish to retain his
services so that he begin to progress matters in the Egyptian Courts.

Our Embassy in Cairo can follow-up on this matter with Ministry for Foreign Affairs and the
Ministry for Justice is Egypt once the intentions of the family in relation to court proceedings in
Egypt become clear.

606. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will support the
Palestinian people on the major humanitarian crisis in Gaza. [14848/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Peter Power): The Govern-
ment is deeply concerned at the ongoing humanitarian crisis in Gaza. The effects of the ongoing
blockade were witnessed at first hand by my colleague the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Micheál
Martin TD, during his humanitarian visit to Gaza in February of this year.

Since Minister Martin’s visit the Gaza Power Plant has ceased operation due to a lack of
fuel. This will further affect the population’s access to vital services, including water supplies,
and may also result in the suspension of work in vital sectors such as health, sanitation and
education.
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These developments can only worsen the situation of the local population, 60 per cent of
whom are food insecure, with 20,000 displaced from their homes as a result of last year’s
conflict.

The Government has responded to the ongoing crisis by more than doubling our support for
the Palestinian people through our official overseas development programme, Irish Aid. We
allocated a total of €10.3 million in 2009, including emergency funding of €1.5 million in
response to the humanitarian consequences of the Operation Cast Lead early last year. This
response underlies our continuing commitment to meeting the emergency needs of the
Palestinian people as we have done of many years.

Ireland has also provided €17.7 million in funding since 2005 to the UN Agency for
Palestinian Refugees (UNRWA), the largest single recipient of our support for the Palestinian
people. Ireland recently announced a three year commitment to UNRWA’s General Fund of
€12 million. 2009 was a particularly difficult year for UNRWA in Gaza, where approximately
70 per cent of the total population of 1.5 million are refugees.

Other agencies operating in Gaza which receive Irish funding include the Humanitarian
Response Fund for the Palestinian People which is administered by the UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), and the Palestinian Centre for Human Rights
(PCHR). The Humanitarian Response Fund for the Palestinian People is used to support the
emergency response operations of NGOs and UN agencies. It has assisted a variety of projects
in Gaza in the aftermath of last year’s Israeli military action, ranging from school rehabilitation,
to mine clearance, to the repair of fishing boats. Irish Aid provided support of €500,000 to the
Fund in 2009. PCHR, which is based in Gaza City, is one of eight Palestinian and Israeli civil
society organisations funded by Ireland through our Human Rights and Democratisation fund-
ing scheme. The Centre, considered the leading human rights organisation in Gaza, is dedicated
to protecting human rights, promoting the rule of law and upholding democratic principles in
the Palestinian Territories.

The Government is closely monitoring the situation in Gaza and will continue to provide
support to its people in the face of the ongoing humanitarian crisis.

Foreign Conflicts.

607. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will support Cuba
in their efforts to end the blockade by the U.S.A. [14849/10]

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Micheál Martin): There has been a United States
embargo on Cuba since 1962. The EU has a longstanding position on the US embargo, most
recently expressed in the EU Presidency statement on 28 October 2009 during the debate in
the General Assembly on the resolution on the “ Necessity of ending the economic, commercial
and financial embargo imposed by the United States of America against Cuba”. In this state-
ment, the EU Presidency said that while it believed that the United States’ trade policy towards
Cuba is fundamentally a bilateral issue, American legislation such as the Cuban Democracy
Act of 1992 and the Helms-Burton Act of 1996 had extended the effects of the US’ embargo
to third-party countries. As a matter of principle the European Union firmly and continuously
opposes such extraterritorial measures and rejects all unilateral measures directed against Cuba
that are contrary to commonly accepted rules of international trade.

Military Neutrality.

608. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if his policy on neutrality
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has changed following the recent U.S. President’s statement on the use of Shannon Airport by
U.S. Forces. [14850/10]

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Micheál Martin): The arrangements regarding the use
of Shannon by the US military are long-standing and have been in place for many years.
President Obama’s welcome acknowledgement of the assistance of Ireland in this regard does
not in any way reflect a shift in policy and has no implications whatsoever for Ireland’s tradit-
ional policy of military neutrality.

Departmental Equipment.

609. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of personal
computers and laptops currently deployed within his Department and each agency under its
aegis in tabular form. [14883/10]

610. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of photo-
copiers, laser printers, inkjet printers and multifunctional devices currently deployed within his
Department and each agency under its aegis in tabular readable form. [14898/10]

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Micheál Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 609
and 610 together.

The table below sets out the details of the equipment currently deployed in my Department:

Equipment Number

Personal Computers 2,248

Laptops 399

Photocopiers 172

Laser printers 697

Inkjet printers 110

Multifunctional Devices Nil

Departmental Expenditure.

611. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the total spend by his
Department and each agency under its aegis on printer consumables (details supplied) for each
of the years 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 in tabular form. [14913/10]

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Micheál Martin): The information requested by the
Deputy is set out in the table below:

Year €

2010 27,000 to date

2009 112,600

2008 121,000

2007 145,000

2006 113,000

612. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will detail in tabular
form, the number of reams of A4 sized paper and A3 sized paper purchased in 2006, 2007,
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2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 by his Department and each agency under its aegis; and the
proportion of which is 100% recycled paper. [14928/10]

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Micheál Martin): My Department procures its supply
of photocopying paper through the central Government draw-down contract put in place by
the National Procurement Service (NPS) of the Office of Public Works.

I understand that Minister Mansergh is replying to the Deputy in the detail required.

I might add that in procuring paper, the Department of Foreign Affairs is committed to the
green agenda and follows policies to promote environmental sustainability.

Passport Applications.

613. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the position regarding a
passport application (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[14992/10]

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Micheál Martin): The person in question had been
dealing directly with the Passport Officer in London. He is not travelling until April 29th. His
passport was dispatched from the Passport Office in London on April 13th.

International Agreements.

614. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his views on banning the
importation of goods originating from settlements in the West Bank that are illegal under
international law; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14995/10]

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Micheál Martin): Goods produced in settlements in the
West Bank are not per se illegal, but they are not entitled to benefit from the EU’s preferential
tariff rates. This principle has been recently confirmed in an important European Court ruling
in the Brita case.

The total exclusion of goods originating in settlements, without also affecting general West
Bank produce, would involve significant legal and practical complexities. This is an area of EU
competence, and I do not consider that there is any realistic prospect of obtaining agreement
to such a proposal at EU level.

Passport Applications.

615. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will support a
matter (details supplied). [15031/10]

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Micheál Martin): The person in question collected his
passport from the Passport office in Molesworth Street on Thursday 1 April.

Overseas Development Aid.

616. Deputy Michael D. Higgins asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will provide a
breakdown of the €100 million to be spent by his Department in 2010 in tackling HIV and
Aids and give a breakdown of the bilateral aid programme spending on AIDS/HIV by country;
the intended purpose of the €13.9 million estimate in his Department’s earmarked fund; the
amount of expenditure targeted at AIDS/HIV comprised in funding of non governmental
organisations including multi annual programme scheme funding; and the contributions to
multi-lateral institutions. [15105/10]
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Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Peter Power): Addressing
HIV and AIDS, which has destroyed the lives of millions of men, women and children, is of
fundamental importance to the reduction of global poverty. AIDS remains a leading cause of
death in many developing countries. Over 22 million people in sub-Saharan Africa are infected
with HIV.

This year, under the aid programme managed by Irish Aid in the Department of Foreign
Affairs, the Government will spend over €100 million in combating HIV and AIDS and other
communicable diseases. Of this, over €42 million will be spent on HIV, AIDS and communi-
cable diseases in those countries most affected by the pandemic. This includes some €14.8
million in Mozambique, €6.97 million in Tanzania, €6.4 million in Uganda, €3.95 million in
Lesotho, €3.85 million in Ethiopia, €3.24 million in Zambia, €1.5 million in Zimbabwe and €1.4
million in South Africa. Our support assists National AIDS Councils, health ministries, non-
government service providers and civil society in providing prevention, treatment, care and
support programmes.

Ireland has a strong international reputation for our commitment to the fight against HIV
and AIDS and we play an active role in shaping international policy. Our particular focus is
on protecting the interests of the worst affected countries and the most vulnerable populations.
An estimated €9.2 million will also be provided this year to assist United Nations programmes
in targeting AIDS and communicable diseases at national level.

The Government places a strong emphasis on ensuring that international best practice
informs policy and programming, through our funding for key global partnerships and critical
research areas. A total of €20.9 million will be allocated by Irish Aid to Global Health and
AIDS initiatives this year. This includes support for the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and
Malaria, a partnership that has had an impressive impact on communities most severely
affected. We will also continue to support a regional AIDS programme in southern Africa and
the further development of new products to prevent HIV transmission. We will build on assist-
ance provided to UNAIDS to improve the international response to AIDS in humanitarian
settings.

This year over €24 million in funding will be provided through the Irish Aid programme to
support the work of civil society partners in dealing with HIV, AIDS and communicable dis-
eases. This includes an allocation of over €14 million to Irish non-governmental organisations
through the Multi-Annual Programme Scheme. The valuable work of these organisations
includes vital community-level support which complements other Irish Aid assistance.

We recognise that AIDS and communicable diseases have a particularly devastating impact
in emergency and recovery situations. In 2010 an estimated €9 million will be spent on efforts
to address these diseases in such settings. This will include support to frontline work in the
fragile states of Sierra Leone and Liberia.

Counterfeit Passports.

617. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the position regarding
a matter (details supplied). [15298/10]

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Micheál Martin): The first indication we received of
the use of false Irish passports in connection with the killing of Mr. Mahmoud al Mabhouh was
on 4 February, when local press reports in Dubai stated that several suspects were believed to
have entered Dubai on Irish passports. The Ambassador of Ireland to the United Arab Emir-
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ates, Mr. Ciarán Madden, immediately contacted the UAE Foreign Ministry to seek clarifica-
tion as to the truth of these reports. On 8 February, Ambassador Madden was received at the
UAE Foreign Ministry and was informed that they had no information at that time but that
the matter was under investigation by the UAE’s security services.

On 15 February, the Dubai Chief of Police gave a news conference during which he gave
the details of fake Irish passports. My Department, in cooperation with the Gardaí and the
security services, immediately commenced an investigation into the apparent use of fraudulent
Irish passports, including by making contact with the Irish citizens whose passport numbers
had been stolen. I have discussed the matter with the UAE Foreign Minister and have assured
him of Ireland’s cooperation. The Attorney General took the opportunity presented by his St.
Patrick’s Day visit to the UAE to discuss the issue with the Foreign Minister.

Ambassador Madden has maintained ongoing contact with the UAE Foreign Ministry and
the Dubai Police, in addition to liaising with his German, French, Australian, Austrian and
British counterparts. Ambassador Madden has met with the UAE Minister for Foreign Affairs
Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed to discuss the situation. The Dubai police have shared with us the
details of the fraudulent passports they suspect were used, and we have passed these on to the
investigating Gardaí.

Officials from our Embassies in Paris, London and Berlin have been in contact with the
Foreign Ministries of those countries to ensure a coordinated response. Senior officials of my
Department have also met on two occasions with the Australian Ambassador to Ireland and
shared information with him. I have discussed the situation on a number of occasions with
British Foreign Secretary David Miliband and we are cooperating closely and sharing infor-
mation. On 22 March, the British Foreign Office briefed our Embassy in London to the effect
that the Serious Organised Crime Agency (SOCA) investigation had found “compelling cir-
cumstantial evidence” of Israeli involvement in the production of false British passports. On
foot of the findings, the British government requested that a member of staff of the Israeli
embassy in London be withdrawn. Our own investigations, both by this Department and by
the Gardaí, are ongoing.

I have already, on 22 February, met with the Israeli Foreign Minister, Avigdor Lieberman,
in Brussels to outline how seriously we take the misuse of Irish passports. Our Ambassador to
Israel also met with the Europe Director of the Israeli Foreign Ministry and registered Ireland’s
serious concerns. The Israeli Ambassador to Ireland was invited to Iveagh House where senior
officials of the Department of Foreign Affairs stressed the seriousness with which the Govern-
ment viewed the matter.

It is simply unacceptable that totally innocent Irish citizens could have been endangered
through this fraudulent use of Irish passports. The consequences of innocent Irish citizens being
implicated in the murder of a Hamas commander could have been extremely serious.

Our primary focus in all of this has been to guarantee the security of the Irish citizens
affected. There are now a total of eight confirmed false Irish passports in question. We have
spoken to all of the citizens who hold or have held passports with numbers provided by the
Dubai authorities, and we have provided them with new passports.

At the February Foreign Affairs Council, EU Foreign Ministers strongly condemned the fact
that those involved in this action have used fraudulent EU Member States’ passports and credit
cards acquired through the theft of EU citizens’ identities. As stressed in the past, notably in
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March 2004, by EU Heads of State and Government at the European Council, the European
Union has consistently opposed extra-judicial killings, which are contrary to international law.

Departmental Expenditure.

618. Deputy Jim O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs further to Parliamentary
Question No. 507 of 23 March 2010, if he will furnish the details of the costs, or if not yet
available, the estimates regarding foreign travel, accommodation and related Ministerial and
official costs associated with St. Patrick’s Day 2010. [15747/10]

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Micheál Martin): I refer to Parliamentary Question No.
507 of 23 March 2010 and am now happy to be in a position to provide costs as requested by
the Deputy.

St. Patrick’s Day offers a unique opportunity to raise Ireland’s profile, promote our interests
overseas, to strengthen bilateral relations, provide support for Irish communities abroad and
to deepen the connection with our Diaspora.

There is an unparalleled level of media and public attention on the Irish and Ireland around
St. Patrick’s Day and the media coverage this year demonstrated a very favourable disposition
towards Ireland as a business partner, as a source of unique culture and as a destination for
tourism.

Ministers visited 16 of our main trading partners, as well as significant emerging markets in
Europe and Asia and were asked to place special emphasis on promoting Ireland’s economic
interests abroad through direct support for the State Agencies and through conveying a unified
message about the Government’s programme of economic recovery.

My Department is fully compliant with the Department of Finance guidelines on foreign
travel. My Department also operates its own detailed internal travel guidelines and practises
which ensure cost effective travel practises, both in Headquarters and throughout our network
of 75 diplomatic missions abroad. The central aim of the Departmental travel policy, which
embraces both Ministers and officials, is to minimise official travel costs and to achieve value
for money for expenditure necessarily incurred, consistent with the effective discharge of
official duties.

Details of costs incurred by my Department in respect of official travel for St. Patrick’s Day
March 2010 are set out below. I travelled to Washington and was accompanied by the Secretary
General of my Department and three officials:

Members of the delegation Travel cost Subsistence Accom. Other costs

€ € € €

Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Micheál 2,190 *N/A 523 —
Martin T.D.

Secretary General, Mr. David Cooney 795 588 **692 —

Adviser, Mr. Christy Mannion 2,717 326 545 —

PSM, Mr. Aidan Cronin 2,236 305 523 —

Anglo Irish Division, Mr. Kevin Conmy 563 445 523 —

Delegation Costs 854.41 — — 368.46
(car hire) (photographer)

*I am not claiming subsistence related to this trip.
**Includes additional overnight as necessitated by travel arrangements.
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Minister of State Roche accompanied by his spouse travelled to Moscow and St. Petersburg:

Members of the delegation Travel cost Subsistence Accom.* Other costs

€ € € €

Minister of State, Mr. Dick Roche T.D. 598 882 184 125 (gifts)

Mrs. Roche (Spouse) 598 308 184 —

*The Marriott Moscow waived the accommodation fee for the Minister of State and his spouse.

Minister of State Power accompanied by two officials travelled to Lesotho and South Africa
as part of an Irish Aid field visit. While there, he participated in events relating to St. Patrick’s
Day and only costs relating to the Saint Patrick’s Day elements have been included below.

Members of the delegation Travel cost Subsistence Accom.

€ € €

Minister of State, Mr. Peter Power T.D. — 165 125

PSM, Mr. Owen Feeney — 99 125

Irish Aid, Mr. Michael Gaffey — 99 125

Delegation Costs 610 (mini bus hire) — —

Horse and Greyhound Racing Fund.

619. Deputy Mary Upton asked the Minister for Arts, Sports and Tourism her plans for the
future funding of the horse and greyhound racing fund; her views on whether it is feasible to
continue to supply direct State funding into the fund; her further views on taxing remote
gambling; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14514/10]

620. Deputy Mary Upton asked the Minister for Arts, Sports and Tourism if she will convene
a meeting of all the stakeholders in the racing and betting industries in order to see the agree-
ment that can be reached to help each of these industries to survive during the current econ-
omic climate; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14515/10]

Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism (Deputy Mary Hanafin): I propose to take Questions
Nos. 619 and 620 together.

Government support for the horse and greyhound racing industries is provided under the
Horse and Greyhound Racing Fund, which was established under Section 12 of the Horse and
Greyhound Racing Act, 2001.

Funding of both Horse Racing Ireland and Bord na gCon supports two very important pro-
ductive industries and helps to sustain the important role of horse and greyhound breeding and
training enterprises in the development of the rural economy. These industries, together,
account for an estimated 27,500 direct jobs, generate very substantial economic activity and
make a vital contribution to the rural economy including farm incomes.

The funding given to the greyhound racing sector helps in sustaining a tradition that has
existed for hundreds of years and in underpinning the economic activity in what are, in many
instances, less affluent regions of the country. The funding has also contributed significantly to
the almost €90 million that has been invested in the improved facilities now available at grey-
hound tracks around Ireland.
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The funding has allowed Horse Racing Ireland to undertake a capital investment programme
that has underpinned growth in the sector. The funding has allowed Ireland to develop into a
world centre of excellence for horse racing. €59.3m has been allocated to the Fund for 2010.
In order to give effect to this Estimates allocation it was necessary, under the relevant pro-
visions of the Horse and Greyhound Act, 2001, to have the increase in the Horse and Grey-
hound Fund specified in a regulation. The Horse & Greyhound Fund Regulation 2010 was
approved in the Dail and Seanad on 4 February 2010.

A review of the Horse and Greyhound Racing Fund has been completed. The report states
that, while not all aspects of the total contribution of the sector can be definitively quantified,
there is adequate direct and indirect evidence to support a strong argument that the horse and
greyhound racing industries constitute a major source of direct and indirect employment, give
rise to considerable domestic and export earnings and are a key driver of substantial economic
activity, especially in rural areas.

The report maintains that any sharp withdrawal or curtailment of funding in the short-term
would likely have major detrimental impacts on the industries involved with the consequent
risk of undoing much of what has been achieved since the Fund came into existence in 2001. At
least in the medium term these industries need secure State support. If this was not available,
employment would fall, infrastructural development would not take place, the product would
deteriorate, integrity would become compromised and the industries would be seriously
undermined.

When the Fund was established it was estimated that it would be fully financed from the
Excise duty on off-course betting. When the Fund commenced the rate of duty was 5%, but
the rate was subsequently reduced to 1%. Any shortfall in the amount generated by the Excise
duty is made up by direct Exchequer subvention.

Excise duty on off-course betting has been 1% since 1 July 2006. The gap between what is
raised through the off-course betting duty and the amount to be provided for the Fund under
the provisions of the Horse and Greyhound racing Act, 2001 continues to be met directly from
the Exchequer. My colleague, the Minister for Finance has stated that it is his intention to
widen, if possible, the tax base on which betting duty would be applied. Bets placed either
online or over the phone are generally with out-of-State companies so applying betting duty is
therefore problematic. However, officials from the Department of Finance, in conjunction with
the Office of the Attorney General, the Office of the Revenue Commissioners and the Depart-
ment of Justice, Equality and Law Reform, are looking at the scope to overcome legal and
operational difficulties in this area.

In addition, the Department of Finance is working closely with the Department of Justice,
Equality and Law Reform which has initiated a review in order to provide the Government with
options for a new and comprehensive legal and organisational framework governing gambling
architecture in the State.

The Deputy will be aware that on March 23rd the Taoiseach announced that responsibility
for these industries is to be transferred over to my colleague the Minister for Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food. In that regard a regulation has been drafted with the view to the transfer
taking place with effect from early May.

Sports Capital Programme.

621. Deputy Jimmy Deenihan asked the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism the level of
funding provided to GAA clubs in County Kerry for 2003 to 2007 inclusive from the Sports
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Capital Programme of her Department and funded by the National Lottery; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [14595/10]

Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism (Deputy Mary Hanafin): Under the Sports Capital
Programme, which is administered by my Department, and part funded from the proceeds of
the National Lottery, funding is allocated to sporting and community organisations at local,
regional and national level throughout the country.

The information requested by the Deputy is set out in the table below. The allocations to
the individual clubs are available on the Department’s website www.dast.gov.ie.

Year Amount

€

2003 1,068,000

2004 1,510,000

2005 1,961,000

2006 1,740,000

2007 1,510,000

Departmental Expenditure.

622. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism the estimated
cost of rebranding her Department in terms of new stationery and the value of old stationery
that will be disposed of, changes to websites, changes to nameplates and other miscellaneous
costs due to the name changes of his Department; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [14693/10]

Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism (Deputy Mary Hanafin): As stated in response to
questions answered on the 31 March on this subject, most of the resultant changes from the
re-naming of the Department will be implemented in-house by the existing staff of the Depart-
ment. These include work on the Department’s website, changing email addresses and re-titling
the Department’s customer charter. Provision had already been made this year for the purchase
of new headed paper which is required under the Department’s Irish Language Scheme. The
Department is currently holding stocks of headed stationery valued at approximately €1,750.00.
While most of this will not be required following the change of name, it will be recycled.

It is estimated that costs of approximately €15,000 may arise in relation to the purchase of
new name plaques and signage. This amount is estimated based on the existing signage types
in use. However, as part of the competitive tendering process to address the replacement of
this signage, various alternative signage types and quotations will be considered and the final
expenditure may be under this estimated amount. These costs will be met from within the
Department’s existing Vote.

Departmental Equipment.

623. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism the number of
personal computers and laptops currently deployed within her Department and each agency
under its aegis in tabular form. [14888/10]

Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism (Deputy Mary Hanafin): The information requested
by the Deputy is as follows:
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Personal Computers Laptops

Department 137 17

National Archives 68 5

624. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism the number of
photocopiers, laser printers, inkjet printers and multifunctional devices currently deployed
within her Department and each agency under its aegis in tabular readable form. [14903/10]

Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism (Deputy Mary Hanafin): The information requested
by the Deputy in respect of the Department and the National Archives of Ireland, which is
under the aegis of the Department, is as follows:

Photocopiers Laser printers Inkjet printers Multifunctional
devices

Department 13 80 2 19

National Archives 6 30 0 4

The information sought in relation to the Agencies under the Department is not available in
the Department and is the responsibility of the Agencies themselves.

Departmental Expenditure.

625. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism the total spend
by her Department and each agency under its aegis on printer consumables (details supplied)
for each of the years 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 in tabular form. [14918/10]

Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism (Deputy Mary Hanafin): The information requested
by the Deputy in respect of the Department and the National Archives of Ireland, which is
under the aegis of the Department, is as follows:

Department National Archives

€ €

2006 29,299.70 8,944.76

2007 29,029.29 11,842.31

2008 12,701.98 14,151.34

2009 11,302.82 16,372.06

2010 (to date) 6,233.12 679.95

The amounts for the Department for 2006 and 2007 includes expenditure on additional stocks
of printer consumables resulting from the transfer of functionality within the Department aris-
ing from decentralisation. These temporary additional stocks have been utilised in subsequent
years thus resulting in reduced purchases of consumables from 2008 to date.

The information sought in relation to the agencies under the Department is not available in
the Department and is the responsibility of the Agencies themselves.

626. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism if she will detail
in tabular form, the number of reams of A4 sized paper and A3 sized paper purchased in 2006,
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2007, 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 by his Department and each agency under its aegis; and
the proportion of which is 100% recycled paper. [14933/10]

Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism (Deputy Mary Hanafin): The number of reams of A4
and A3 sized paper purchased by the Department, including the National Archives of Ireland
which is part of the Department, in 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, and to date in 2010 is set out below
in tabular form. The figures shown are as accurate as it was possible to be in the time available.

A large percentage of the paper purchased is manufactured from recyclable sources. All the
paper purchased is 100% recyclable.

A4 A3

2006 3,270 40

2007 2,800 100

2008 3,080 70

2009 2,600 130

2010 to date 450 25

The issue of the purchasing of paper by the Department’s agencies is a day-to-day matter for
the agencies themselves.

National Library.

627. Deputy Phil Hogan asked the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism the cost base analysis
carried out that led to the decision to merge the National Archives with the National Library of
Ireland; the results of this analysis; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15333/10]

Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism (Deputy Mary Hanafin): The basis on which the
decision to merge the National Archives and the Irish Manuscripts Commission into the
National Library was the consideration that more effective use of scare resources and better
value for money can be obtained by combining similar ‘back office’ administrative functions
together with certain technical functions that are currently common across the three bodies.

Abbey Theatre.

628. Deputy Tom Kitt asked the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism if she will ensure that
the National Theatre of Ireland is made accessible for people with disabilities. [15500/10]

Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism (Deputy Mary Hanafin): I have no direct involvement
in the day to day operations of The National Theatre of Ireland (Abbey Theatre). Any
decisions made in relation to the matter raised by the Deputy are a matter for the Board and
management of the Abbey Theatre, that operates independently of my Department.

I have been informed by the Abbey Theatre that the main Abbey Theatre auditorium is
fully accessible to patrons who require wheelchair and disability access. I am further informed
that the Peacock Theatre is not readily accessible to patrons who require wheelchair and dis-
ability access. I understand that an architect has been retained to examine the feasibility of and
the cost of changes which would be necessary to make the Peacock Theatre fully accessible.

Security of the Elderly.

629. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs
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if funding is available for a socially monitored alarm in respect of an application by a person
(details supplied) in County Cork. [15084/10]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Pat Carey): My Department
processed an application under the Scheme of Community Support for Older People for a
personal monitored alert system for the person referred to by the Deputy in December 2009.

I am advised that the equipment was installed in the person’s home in January 2010.

Rail Network.

630. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if,
in view of the recent extension to services on the Western Rail Corridor, he will support the
provision of rail stop at Crusheen, County Clare, on the Limerick-Galway rail line; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [14493/10]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Pat Carey): The Deputy may
be aware that Irish Rail has made a proposal with regard to the development of a railway
station at Crusheen, Co Clare, on the Western Rail Corridor.

My Department has already supported the development of the Western Rail Corridor as
part of Transport 21. A decision in relation to the latest proposal regarding Crusheen will be
made in due course, subject to resources.

Charities Regulation.

631. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs
the steps that he has taken to address the situation where persons or groups are dropping
leaflets to houses masquerading as charity organisations seeking donations of clothes and other
goods; if his attention has been drawn to the damage this is doing to genuine charities; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [14498/10]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Pat Carey): I am very aware
of the nuisance that can be caused to householders by door-to-door collectors of clothing and
bric-a-brac. I am also conscious that certain collectors of such items convey the impression in
their promotional literature that they are charitable in nature, when this may not actually be
the case. This may lead some people to donate to such collections in the mistaken belief that
they are supporting a charity. I consider that this is unfair both to donors, whose intention in
donating such goods is to help those in need and to genuine charities that are reportedly losing
out on support as a result. I firmly believe that the public should be empowered to verify the
charitable bona fides of such collectors.

At present, there is no public register of charities operating in Ireland, although the Revenue
Commissioners publish a list of current “CHY” holders — organisations that have qualified
for charitable tax exemptions — on their website, www.revenue.ie, which is publicly accessible.
I would recommend that members of the public check this list if they have concerns about the
authenticity of any collector.

However, the Charities Act 2009, which was enacted last year, will, when fully commenced,
address this situation. The cornerstone of the new statutory regulatory regime for charities will
be a Charities Regulatory Authority with extensive regulatory powers, and a publicly accessible
Register of Charities upon which any charity operating in Ireland must be registered. It will be
an offence for any organisation that is not on the Register of Charities to describe itself or its
activities in such a way as to lead the public to assume that the organisation is a registered
charity. This will limit the scope for non-charities to suggest that they are charitable in nature.
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By checking the Register, the public will be in a position to distinguish between charitable and
non-charitable collections, and to make better-informed decisions about which collections they
choose to support.

The setting up of the Register of Charities is contingent upon the new Authority being in
place. My Department is rolling out an implementation plan for the Act at the moment. In
other countries, for example, Scotland, it has taken a number of years after enactment of the
legislation for the new regulatory system for charities to be fully introduced, and this will be
the case in Ireland too.

Departmental Funding.

632. Deputy Mary Upton asked the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs
the supports that are available through his Department for an organisation (details supplied);
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14544/10]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Pat Carey): I have been
advised by the relevant Local Drugs Task Force that a meeting with the co-ordinator of the
project referred to by the Deputy will take place in the coming days.

I anticipate that any potential engagement with and/or support for the project in the future
will be discussed at that meeting.

FÁS Training Programmes.

633. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs
the parts of FÁS that will come under his responsibility; if any legislative change will be
required; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14673/10]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Pat Carey): As the Deputy
will be aware, the Taoiseach recently announced the restructuring of a number of Departments
and agencies in order

• to group functions whose combination is more appropriate to the country’s current
priorities;

• to ensure greater coherence and produce more efficient delivery; and

• to underline the priority issues for this Government in a way that mobilises a broad
response.

I do not anticipate that any of the functions of FÁS will transfer to my Department on foot of
this restructuring.

Departmental Expenditure.

634. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs
the estimated cost of rebranding his Department in terms of new stationery and the value of
old stationery that will be disposed of, changes to websites, changes to nameplates and other
miscellaneous costs due to the name changes of his Department; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [14691/10]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Pat Carey): As the Deputy
is aware, as part of the restructuring of Departments and agencies announced by the Taoiseach
in Dáil Éireann on 23 March last to ensure greater coherence and produce more efficient
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delivery, the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs will become the Depart-
ment of Community, Equality and Gaeltacht Affairs and will incorporate responsibility for
social inclusion policy and family policy from the Department of Social and Family Affairs and
for equality, disability, integration and human rights from the Department of Justice, Equality
and Law Reform.

The process of transferring functions and changing Departmental titles pursuant to this
announcement is in hands and I understand that the Department of Finance, in consultation
with the other relevant Departments, will bring proposals in this regard to Government for
approval in due course.

The Deputy will appreciate, therefore, that at present it is not possible to provide the details
requested by him in relation to the costs associated with renaming my Department. With regard
to the matter of disposing of old stationery, it is my intention that all stationary currently held
by my Department will be used to the greatest extent feasible. I have also directed my officials
to ensure that any costs arising due to the name change of my Department are kept to a
minimum and met from within existing resources.

Turbary Rights.

635. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs
when his department issued a direction to the Roscommon, Westmeath and Galway Integrated
Development Companies to hold consultations with stakeholders in advance of their presen-
tations to the working group of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government on turf cutting; when such consultations were undertaken by each IDC; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [14752/10]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Pat Carey): No formal
directive issued from my Department to any Integrated Local Development Company regard-
ing submissions/presentations to the working group on the cessation of turf cutting on certain
raised bogs.

However, I am advised that my predecessor, Minister Éamon Ó Cuív, T.D., met with rep-
resentatives from the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government late last
year to discuss some issues in this regard.

I understand that my colleague, Mr John Gormley, T.D., Minister for the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government, will be bringing proposals to Government in the coming
period regarding the cessation of turf cutting.

National Drugs Strategy.

636. Deputy Charlie O’Connor asked the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs if his attention has been drawn to the concerns being expressed by a group (details
supplied) in respect of the future of the dial to stop drug dealing campaign; his plans to continue
funding for this campaign; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14793/10]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Pat Carey): As the Deputy
will be aware, the Dial to Stop Drug Dealing campaign ran in three phases across fifteen Local
and Regional Drugs Task Force areas.

To date, there have been 6,364 calls made to the confidential line, with 1,744 reports being
made to the Gardaí.

Due to the success of the campaign, funding has been available by my Department in 2010
to keep the phone line open. Over the coming months I will be reviewing various options for
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further promotional campaigns, perhaps through a more centralised approach or though poten-
tial linkages with other campaigns and fora. In the interim, the line will remain open for all
to use.

637. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs
the section and Department that will be responsible for the national drugs strategy under the
new configuration of his Department; his plans for the office of the Minister of State who had
responsibility for drugs policy; the way the national drugs strategy will be implemented in the
absence of a Minister with sole responsibility for this strategy; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [14837/10]

644. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs
further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 308, 309 and 310 of 30 March 2010, if his attention has
been drawn to the fact that it is the first time since the First Report of the Ministerial Task
Force on Measures to Reduce the Demand for Drugs, 1996, that drugs is not named as a
primary ministerial area of responsibility and is not formally acknowledged or referred to by
the relevant Minister in response to structural arrangements within the Department; if he will
clarify where the national drugs strategy features in the Department; his plans for the Office
of the Minister for Drugs and the way in which the national drugs strategy will be implemented
without a Minister having sole responsibility for the strategy. [15322/10]

645. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 308, 309 and 310 of 30 March 2010, if his
attention has been drawn to the fact that it is the first time since the First Report of the
Ministerial Task Force on Measures to Reduce the Demand for Drugs, 1996, that drugs is not
named as a primary ministerial area of responsibility and is not formally acknowledged or
referred to by the relevant Minister in response to structural arrangements within the Depart-
ment; if he will clarify where the national drugs strategy features in the Department; his plans
for the Office of the Minister for Drugs and the way in which the national drugs strategy will
be implemented without a Minister having sole responsibility for the strategy; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [15323/10]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Pat Carey): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 637, 644 and 645 together.

I want to confirm to the Deputies that the Office of the Minister for Drugs (OMD) remains
very much in operation with a clear focus on dealing with the issue of problem drug use in
Ireland. Furthermore, I can confirm that responsibility for the National Drugs Strategy will
rest with me, as Minister.

The Government remains fully committed to addressing the drugs problem and I believe
that my appointment as a Minister — with direct responsibility in this area — will facilitate the
implementation of the Strategy in a timely and co-ordinated fashion. Indeed, there have been
many people calling for some time for the Minister with responsibility for the National Drugs
Strategy to be a member of the Government, with a seat at Cabinet.

During my previous period as Minister for State with responsibility for this area, significant
steps forward were made in the drugs area. From my experience on the ground at that time, I
am very familiar with the ongoing issues in terms of the drugs problem in communities and the
initiatives being taken to address them.
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I acknowledge the excellent work done by my colleague, Mr John Curran, T.D., while he
was Minister of State, in driving the finalisation of the National Drugs Strategy 2009-2016, the
implementation of which is being pursued vigorously across a range of Departments and
agencies.

I fully intend to build on this work and to implement a continuous assessment approach to
progress on the 63 Actions in the Strategy to ensure that we achieve successful outcomes.
Furthermore, I believe that the structures now in place under the Strategy will better facilitate
me to effectively fulfil that role.

I can assure the Deputies of my commitment to press ahead with the ongoing implementation
of the Drugs Strategy and also to support the timely finalisation and subsequent implemen-
tation of the Substance Misuse Strategy, incorporating both alcohol and drugs.

Departmental Equipment.

638. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs
the number of personal computers and laptops currently deployed within his Department and
each agency under its aegis in tabular form. [14877/10]

639. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs
the number of photocopiers, laser printers, inkjet printers and multifunctional devices currently
deployed within his Department and each agency under its aegis in tabular readable form.
[14892/10]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Pat Carey): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 638 and 639 together.

The table below sets out, in tabular form, the information requested by the Deputy in relation
to my own Department, and as advised to me in regard to bodies funded from my Department’s
Vote Group. It should be noted that, due to ongoing industrial action, information could not
be supplied in relation to the Western Development Commission.

Body/Agency Name Number of Number of Number of Number of Number of Number of
PCs Laptops Photocopiers Laser Inkjet Multifuctional

Printers Printers Devices

Department of *320 82 34 114 34 17
Community, Rural and
Gaeltacht Affairs

Commissioners for 15 2 1 5 2 2
Charitable Donations
and Bequests

Údarás na Gaeltachta 164 44 1 18 5 11

An Coimisinéir Teanga 9 6 1 2 5 0

Waterways Ireland 203 106 21 72 17 3

An Foras Teanga’,
comprising:

Ulster-Scots Agency 15 3 0 2 2 3

Foras na Gaeilge 47 16 4 24 0 5

*This figure includes PCs used for training and hot desk purposes.

Departmental Expenditure.

640. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs
the total spend by his Department and each agency under its aegis on printer consumables
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(details supplied) for each of the years 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 in tabular
form. [14907/10]

641. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs
if he will detail in tabular form, the number of reams of A4 sized paper and A3 sized paper
purchased in 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 by his Department and each agency
under its aegis; and the proportion of which is 100% recycled paper. [14922/10]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Pat Carey): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 640 and 641 together.

The table below sets out, in tabular form, the information requested by the Deputy in relation
to my own Department, and as advised to me in regard to bodies funded from my Department’s
Vote Group. It should be noted that, due to ongoing industrial action, information could not
be supplied in relation to the Western Development Commission. With regard to Údarás na
Gaeltachta, I am advised that, in the time available, only data relating to 2010 and 2009 could
be extracted.

With regard to the proportion of paper which is 100% recycled paper, I am advised that all
of the paper used by the Commissioners of Charitable Donations and Bequests and the Ulster-
Scots Agency is 100% recycled. In the case of my own Department and the other bodies listed,
the position is that while paper used is not 100% recycled, a policy of sending waste paper for
recycling is generally followed.

Body/Agency Name Total Annual Spend on Printer Number of Reams of A3 or A4
Consumables sized paper

€

Department of Community, Rural and 2010 to date 9,283 2010 to date 1,260
Gaeltacht Affairs

2009 32,139 2009 3,095

2008 47,694 2008 4,030

2007 47,769 2007 4,110

2006 30,750 2006 4,645

Commissioners of Charitable Donations and 2010 to date 42 2010 to date 2
Bequests

2009 583 2009 148

2008 261 2008 42

2007 840 2007 210

2006 631 2006 133

Údarás na Gaeltachta 2010 to date 974 2010 to date 658

2009 2,695 2009 c. 2,000

An Coimisinéir Teanga 2010 to date 119 2010 to date 25

2009 2,667 2009 130

2008 1,765 2008 200

2007 894 2007 95

2006 1,856 2006 96

Waterways Ireland 2010 to date 15,620 2010 to date 814

2009 22,338 2009 2,110

2008 17,444 2008 2,710
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Body/Agency Name Total Annual Spend on Printer Number of Reams of A3 or A4
Consumables sized paper

€

2007 27,559 2007 2,624

2006 13,914 2006 2,030

An Foras Teanga’, comprising:

Ulster-Scots Agency 2010 to date 140 2010 to date 60

2009 393 2009 284

2008 *0.00 2008 192

2007 *0.00 2007 192

2006 *0.00 2006 100

Foras na Gaeilge 2010 to date 747 2010 to date 200

2009 2,631 2009 777

2008 4,769 2008 710

2007 6,264 2007 595

2006 4,158 2006 1,123

*No expenditure reported for 2006-08.

Community Development.

642. Deputy Mary Upton asked the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs
the progress regarding proposals to extend the RAPID designation from an area (details
supplied) in Dublin 12 into another area; when he expects this decision to be implemented;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14937/10]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Pat Carey): In order to ensure
the continued relevance of the RAPID Programme, a review of RAPID area boundaries,
including an analysis of data from Census 2006 across a range of socioeconomic and deprivation
indicators, has been undertaken with the intention of allowing adjustments necessary to ensure
that areas are appropriately targeting the most disadvantaged communities. Following the
review, the Government approved the inclusion of five new towns in the RAPID Programme
in May last — Ballina, Dungarvan, Enniscorthy, Mullingar and Rathkeale. The review also
proposed changes to the boundaries of some of the other 46 RAPID areas, including Dublin
12. In this regard, each local Area Implementation Team was requested to examine the pro-
posals and to either confirm their agreement or to make suggestions for amendments, based
on their local knowledge. This work is continuing and a number of areas have requested amend-
ments, which are currently being examined. I intend to bring proposals to Government regard-
ing the boundary changes when this process is completed.

National Drugs Strategy.

643. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs
the measures he proposes to curtail and restrict the activities of head shops and the sale of
dangerous substances which are causing health concerns to parents and medical professionals
who are now seeing the effects in accident and emergency departments in hospitals here; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15223/10]

647. Deputy Charlie O’Connor asked the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs if his attention has been drawn to the many concerns being expressed in respect of

733



Questions— 20 April 2010. Written Answers

[Deputy Charlie O’Connor.]

head shops; the action he proposes to take in this matter; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [15531/10]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Pat Carey): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 643 and 647 together.

I share the concerns outlined by the Deputies in relation to the activities of headshops and
the new psychoactive substances, represented as legal highs, which are being sold in these
outlets. These concerns primarily relate to the potential health hazards arising from the use of
these products and the possibility that their use may act as a gateway to the use of illicit drugs.
I am also aware that the use of these products has lead to people presenting to the Accidents
and Emergency Departments of some hospitals.

The National Drugs Strategy 2009-2016 includes two actions aimed at addressing the issues
involved. Action 14 calls for the monitoring of the activities of headshops and all businesses
involved in the sale of psychoactive substances, with the objective of ensuring that no illegal
activity is undertaken and for appropriate steps to be taken to reform legislation in this area
where it is deemed to be appropriate. Action 15 recommends that drugs-related legislation be
kept under continuous review, with a particular focus on new synthetic substances and new or
changed uses of psychoactive substances, against the background of EU and broader inter-
national experience and best practice.

Through the Misuse of Drugs Act — which is the primary legislation through which these
substances can be regulated — the Department of Health and Children has drafted regulations
to introduce controls on a range of substances. These regulations will make the possession and
sale of these substances illegal and subject to criminal sanctions. In line with a recent Govern-
ment decision, the draft regulations have been notified to the European Commission under the
relevant Technical Standards Directives, as controls under the Misuse of Drugs Act involve a
restriction on trade. It is envisaged that the regulations controlling the various substances will
come into effect at the conclusion of the three month process involved. In preparing the
required regulations, the Department of Health and Children consulted with the relevant auth-
orities to ensure that any legitimate uses of the substances involved are not impinged upon.

Meanwhile, a number of other measures are also in train:

• the activities of headshops are being closely monitored on an ongoing basis by An Garda
Síochána and Revenue’s Customs Service, with a view to ensuring that no substances
that are currently illegal are being sold;

• the HSE, in association with partner agencies under the Drugs Strategy, is finalising a
national drugs awareness campaign that will focus on the dangers of psychoactive sub-
stances available through headshops; and

• the National Advisory Committee on Drugs has been asked to carry out some targeted
research in this area.

My Department has also been in contact with the Attorney General about a range of possible
approaches to the matter and a number of issues arising in that context, including possible
legislative proposals, are being actively considered at senior level within an inter-departmen-
tal framework.

Questions Nos. 644 and 645 answered with Question No. 637.
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Community Development.

646. Deputy Mary Upton asked the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if
he will ensure that the funding in respect of the older women’s network (details supplied) is
assured for 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15512/10]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Pat Carey): The Older
Women’s Network is funded under the Scheme to Support National Organisations and has
been allocated funding of €129,600 in 2010. Contracts for groups currently funded under the
Scheme are due to expire on 31 December 2010. My Department is currently reviewing the
Scheme and, based on this review, I will be considering its future operation and scope at the
appropriate time.

Question No. 647 answered with Question No. 643.

648. Deputy Mary Upton asked the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if
he will address the concerns of a group (details supplied); his views on whether the closure of
this partnership will have a negative impact on the communities that it serves; his further views
on the risk of job losses arising from the decision to wind down this organisation; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [15555/10]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Pat Carey): My Department
is aware of the concerns of a number of groups following the decision to withdraw funding
from the organisation in question and is working with Pobal to secure arrangements so that
the area will continue to receive the necessary resources from a range of relevant programmes.
In this respect, Pobal has recently met with all of the community groups directly funded by the
organisation in question and will, in the short term, now directly manage the funding of their
work. Groups have been assured that this initial funding will continue until a long-term resol-
ution is found to the management of the Local and Community Development Programme
(LCDP) in the area. In the meantime, my Department will continue to directly fund all Com-
munity Development Projects under the LCDP in the area so that the services and supports
they provide to their local communities can be maintained. Discussions with FÁS are also
underway on ensuring non-disruptive continuation of Local Employment Service (LES) oper-
ations in the area. It will be entirely a matter for the Board of the organisation in question, as
an independent limited company, to decide whether to close or to remain open.

Flood Relief.

649. Deputy Bernard Allen asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the position
regarding the flood fund that was available for victims of flooding both in County Cork and
other areas; the amount that was originally allocated; the amount that has been awarded to
date; and the amount that still remains in the fund. [14540/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): In recognition of the devas-
tation suffered by people in many areas of the country as a result of the flooding from
November 2009 onwards the Government set up a humanitarian assistance scheme to provide
income tested financial support to people who have suffered damages to their homes not
covered by insurance. An initial sum of €10million was set aside by the Government for this
purpose. The HSE’s Community Welfare Service has been providing support to households
under the humanitarian assistance scheme since last November’s flooding. Up to the 9 April
2010 they had made 2,809 payments to 1,259 individuals to the value of €1,100,616 throughout
the country. However, it is the nature of spend in such cases that submissions in relation to
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more expensive items could take some time. It is, therefore, too early to make any predictions
in relation to the final spend. People seeking assistance should contact their local Community
Welfare Office. Further information and applications forms in relation to the humanitarian
assistance scheme are available from the Community Welfare Service in the affected areas and
from the Department’s website, www.welfare.ie, and the HSE’s website, www.hse.ie.

Social Insurance.

650. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the break-
down on the matters covered by an individual’s PRSI contribution. [14602/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): In general, PRSI contri-
bution classes are decided by the nature of a persons employment and the amount of the
employee’s gross reckonable earnings in any week. PRSI Class A, the standard class paid
by the majority of employees, encompasses people in industrial, commercial and service-type
employment who are employed under a contract of service with gross earnings of €38 or more
per week from all employments; Civil and Public Servants recruited from 6 April, 1995 and
Community Employment participants from 6 April, 1996. The benefits to which employees
may build entitlement under Class A are as follows:

• Jobseeker’s Benefit;

• Illness Benefit;

• Health and Safety Benefit;

• Maternity Benefit;

• Adoptive Benefit;

• Invalidity Pension;

• Widow’s or Widower’s (Contributory) Pension;

• Guardian’s Payment (Contributory);

• State Pension (Transition);

• State Pension (Contributory);

• Bereavement Grant;

• Treatment Benefit;

• Occupational Injuries Benefits;

• Carer’s Benefit.

651. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if, in view of
the fact that companies are not assessed for PRSI on employees’ pension contributions, there
is any obligation on such companies to pass on the PRSI saving of 10.75%; if his attention has
been drawn to the fact that not to do so results in the company gaining from an employees’
pension; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14646/10]
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Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The reckonable earnings of
employees for PRSI purposes are defined as earnings derived from insurable employment and
insurable (occupational injuries) employment. This definition is clarified in regulations as relat-
ing, in most circumstances, to anything assessable to income tax under Schedule E of the Taxes
Consolidation Act, 1997. Under income tax rules, subject to certain limits, amounts contributed
by employees to occupational pension schemes are exempt from income tax. Therefore they
do not fall within the charge to PRSI. A contribution payable under the PRSI system is usually
comprised of an employee portion and an employer portion. Nonetheless the contribution is a
single payment. On this basis where a payment is excepted from the charge to social insurance
this exception applies equally to the employee and employer portions. Exempting pension
contributions from tax and social insurance is consistent with Government policy of ensuring
the adequacy of retirement incomes and the long-term sustainability of our pensions systems.

Social Welfare Benefits.

652. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the reason
a person (details supplied) in Dublin 8 can only be considered for rent allowance for a bed-sit
single person unit even though they have a young child to whom they have overnight
access. [14799/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Due to staff action currently
being taken in the HSE, I regret that I am unable to provide the information sought by the
Deputy.

653. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the reason a person
(details supplied) in County Kildare has not been paid their rent subsidy allowance payment
since December 2009; if the matter of the arrears due can be determined; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [15074/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Due to staff action currently
being taken in the HSE, I regret that I am unable to provide the information sought by the
Deputy.

Social Insurance.

654. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if optical
and dental benefit will be available to those who paid PRSI for 2007 and 2008 in view of the
fact that the criteria for eligibility for same was based on contributions for that period; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [15140/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): To qualify for treatment
benefit you must satisfy certain PRSI conditions. A person aged 25 to 65 must have a total of
260 paid PRSI contributions since first starting work and either (i) 39 paid or credited PRSI
contributions in the relevant tax year on which the claim is based OR (ii) 26 paid PRSI contri-
butions in both the relevant tax year and the tax year immediately before the relevant tax year.
The relevant tax year is that which falls two years prior to the year in which the claim is made.
As such, a person applying for Treatment Benefit in 2010 would be required to have a total of
260 paid PRSI contributions since first starting work, and either (i) 39 paid or credited PRSI
contributions in 2008, OR (ii) 26 paid PRSI contributions in both 2008 and 2007. Therefore, a
person who had paid sufficient PRSI in 2007/2008, and who also had sufficient PRSI contri-
butions paid since first starting work, would qualify for Treatment Benefit in 2010. The benefits
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currently available under the scheme are, from January 1 2010, limited to a free Optical and
Dental Examination, together with a grant towards the cost of Hearing aid appliances.

Advocacy Services.

655. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if he will nom-
inate a medical doctor to advise and guide persons with serious disabilities and health issues in
regard to financial matters and entitlements; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[15199/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív T.D.) The Citizens Infor-
mation Board (CIB), under the aegis of the Department of Social and Family Affairs, is respon-
sible for the provision of information, advice, and advocacy on a wide range of public and
social services, in particular to those with a disability. Advocacy services are provided through
a Community and Voluntary programme involving 46 projects which focuses on representative
advocacy for people with disabilities. The Citizens Information Board also provides advocacy
through the Citizens Information Services focusing on access to services, welfare entitlements
and employment rights. This type of mainstream advocacy is open to people with disabilities
and the Community and Voluntary Sector Advocacy programme has created close links with
the Citizens Information Services to ensure that people with disabilities are encouraged and
supported to use the mainstream services where possible. People can access information and
advocacy services on the Citizens Information website (www.citizensinformation.ie ); by phon-
ing the Citizens Information Phone Service (CIPS), which operates Mon-Fri 9am to 9pm,
(LoCall 1890 777121) ; or by dropping in to the network of 42 Citizens Information Services
which provides face-to-face services to the public in 111 Citizens Information Centres
nationally.

Since July 2009 the Board has responsibility for the Money Advice and Budgeting Service
(MABS). The MABS assists people who are over-indebted and need help and advice in coping
with debt problems. There are 52 independent MABS companies operating the local MABS
services from 65 locations throughout the country, with national support provided by the
MABS NDL. In addition, the MABS National Telephone Helpline (1890 283438) is available
from 9am to 8pm Monday to Friday and the MABS website can be accessed 24 hours a day at
www.mabs.ie. I am satisfied that the Citizens Information Board, and MABS, meets the needs
of people who require information, advice, and advocacy, including those with disabilities and
I have no plans to extend these services to include the nomination of medical doctors.

Social Welfare Benefits.

656. Deputy Paul Connaughton asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs when a
decision will be made on an application for domiciliary care allowance in respect of a person
(details supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15353/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív T.D.): In order to qualify for
Domiciliary Care Allowance a child must have a disability so severe that it requires the child
needing care and attention and/or supervision substantially in excess of another child of the
same age. This care and attention must be given by another person, effectively full-time so that
the child can deal with the activities of daily living. The child must be likely to require this
level of care and attention for at least 12 months. An application for Domiciliary Care Allow-
ance was received from the person in question on the 14 December 2009. This application was
referred to one of the Departments Medical Assessors who examined the case on the 19th
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January 2010 and advised that the child in question was not medically eligible for Domiciliary
Care Allowance. A letter issued to the person in question on the 12th February 2010 where
she was informed of the decision to refuse Domiciliary Care Allowance on the grounds of not
satisfying the medical criteria. In the case of an application which is refused on medical grounds,
the applicant may submit additional information and/or ask for the case to be reviewed by a
different Medical Assessor specially designated for this task. Where a person is not satisfied
with the decision of a Deciding Officer they may appeal the decision to the Social Welfare
Appeals Office. No request for review or appeal has been received to date.

657. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the reason payment
has ceased in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [15733/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): An application for payment
under the one parent family scheme for the person in question is currently with the Social
Welfare Inspector for investigation and she will be notified of the outcome. However, due to
staff action currently being taken in the HSE, I regret that I am unable to provide the infor-
mation sought by the Deputy in relation to entitlements under the supplementary welfare
allowance scheme.

Question No. 658 answered with Question No. 66.

Question No. 659 answered with Question No. 91.

Fuel Poverty.

660. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs his plans to
tackle fuel poverty. [15649/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The Department of Social
and Family Affairs assists social welfare recipients with heating costs both through their basic
payments and through the fuel allowance and the household benefits package of electricity and
gas allowances. These schemes have been improved significantly in recent years. The household
benefits package is payable throughout the year to almost 380,000 pensioners, people with
disabilities, and carer households to assist them with their heating, light and cooking costs. This
scheme cost approximately €184m in 2009. In addition, the national fuel allowance scheme
assists householders on long-term social welfare or health service executive payments with
meeting the additional cost of their heating needs during the winter season.

The allowance represents a contribution towards a person’s heating expenses. It is not
intended to meet those costs in full and must be seen in the context of the overall level of
income available to the family. Proper household insulation is absolutely vital in tacking fuel
poverty. Initiatives such as the Warmer Homes Scheme, operated by Sustainable Energy
Ireland, under the aegis of the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources
have a very valuable role to play in that regard, as does funding from the Department of the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government to improve the quality of existing local auth-
ority housing and the Housing Adaptation Grants for older people and people with disabilities.

The Government has announced its intention to introduce a carbon tax, which will come
into effect on heating products from May 2010 and on solid fuels at a date to be set by com-
mencement order. Before the tax is applied to fuels for home heating, arrangements are being
made to assist those most at risk of fuel poverty. In his Carbon Budget Statement, the Minister
for Environment, Heritage and Local Government, outlined details of €130 million in funding
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for insulation, €76 million of which will be used to assist low income families. The Department
of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources has overarching responsibility for the
energy portfolio and has convened an Inter-Departmental/Agency Group on Affordable
Energy to coordinate and drive Government policy in this area. The Inter-Departmental/
Agency Group has been asked to draw up an Energy Affordability Strategy. This strategy will
set out existing and future approaches to addressing energy affordability and will have regard
both to the impact of the carbon tax on low income households and the range of supports
outlined above in making its recommendations.

Social Insurance.

661. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if a person
(details supplied) in County Mayo should have been allowed to sign on for credits when they
were on the back to education scheme. [14500/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The person concerned was
awarded credited social insurance contributions while she was in receipt of a back to education
allowance for the period from 12 September, 2005 to 24 June, 2009.

Penson Provisions.

662. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if a person (details
supplied) is entitled to an Irish top up pension when they lived and worked in the UK all their
life and only receiving a UK pension. [14558/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): State Pension (Non-
Contributory) is a means tested payment for persons over 66 years of age. All income is assess-
able as means including income from employment or self-employment, private pensions,
foreign pensions, the value of any property (excluding the claimant’s own home) and the value
of any investments, monies held in financial institutions and capital which the claimant may
have. A person seeking the payment must also be habitually resident in the State. A formal
decision on whether or not a person is entitled to a State Pension Non-Contributory can only
be made on receipt of a completed application form and a subsequent assessment of their
means. To date the Department has not received an application for the State Pension Non-
Contributory from the person concerned.

Social Welfare Benefits.

663. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the supports
that are available for a single person (details supplied) in Cork with no children who is working
but earning less than the amount they would receive if they were no longer working and
was in receipt of jobseeker’s benefit or allowance; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [14574/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The supplementary welfare
allowance (SWA) scheme administered by the Health Service Executive on behalf of the
Department is designed to provide immediate and flexible assistance for those in need. The
scheme is the “safety net” within the overall social welfare system in that it can, subject to
conditions, provide assistance to persons in the State whose means are insufficient to meet
their needs and/or those of their dependents. The person concerned should contact the Com-
munity Welfare Service in her local health centre immediately in order that any entitlements
under the SWA scheme can be examined.
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664. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the position
regarding persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14659/10]

Minister for Social and Family (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Due to staff action currently being
taken in the HSE, I regret that I am unable to provide the information sought by the Deputy.

Ministerial Responsibilities.

665. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Social and Family the parts of FÁS that
will come under his responsibility; if any legislative change will be required; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [14672/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Under the recently
announced changes in ministerial responsibility, the employment and community services prog-
rammes of FÁS are being transferred to my Department, the Community Services programme
and the Rural Social Scheme are transferring from the Department of Community, Rural and
Gaeltacht Affairs and responsibility for the payment of redundancy and insolvency payments
is transferring from the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment. The process of
transferring functions from one department to another is carried out by means of Government
Orders. Each Order needs to be carefully drafted so that all relevant legislation is listed in the
Schedule to the Order. The departments which currently hold the functions that are being
transferred to my department are fully engaged in this task at present. The draft Orders will
need to be finalised and settled in the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel before they can be
brought to Government.

Once this process has been finalised, it is the Minister for Finance who brings the necessary
Orders to Government. At this stage, I cannot give a precise date for the formal transfer of
functions as this depends on a number of factors, including the complexity of the legislation
governing the particular functions. I can assure the Deputy that everyone involved in the pro-
cess, both in my own department and in the other departments concerned, is making every
effort to complete it at the earliest possible date and I hope that it can be brought to conclusion
within a matter of weeks. While the primary responsibility for job creation rests with the
Department of Enterprise Trade and Employment, my Department already has a role in sup-
porting people from welfare to work. The National Employment Action Plan is the main acti-
vation measure for jobseekers and provides for a systematic engagement of the employment
services with unemployed people.

Overall, the transfer of functions being implemented will facilitate the delivery of a more
effective and streamlined response to the needs of the unemployed. Bringing together, under
the aegis of one department, the employment services of FÁS, the expertise of its Placement
Officers and the unemployment services of this Department as well as the Community Employ-
ment Schemes, Job Initiative Scheme, Community Services Programme and the Rural Social
Scheme will offer significant opportunities to generate synergies, improve efficiency and, ulti-
mately, improve service delivery to those availing of those services. The existing level of interac-
tion and cooperation with FÁS and the Department of Enterprise Trade and Employment will
facilitate a seamless transfer of functions when the necessary Orders are finalised and the
restructuring will provide for greater cohesion of activation measures.

Departmental Expenditure.

666. Deputy Jim O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs, further to
Parliamentary Question No 598 of 23 March 2010, if he will furnish the detailed costs, or if not
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the available estimates, in relation to foreign travel, accommodation and related ministerial
and official costs associated with St. Patrick’s Day 2010. [14678/10]

721. Deputy Jim O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs, further to
Parliamentary Question No. 598 of 23 March 2010, if he will furnish the details of the costs, or
if not yet available, the estimates regarding foreign travel, accommodation and related minis-
terial and official costs associated with St. Patrick’s Day 2010. [15749/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): I propose to take Questions
Nos. 666 and 721 together.

The estimated total costs for St. Patrick’s Day 2010 in respect of the visit of my predecessor
Minister Mary Hanafin and her official delegation to the United States are set out in the
following table:

Cost Type Minister Private Secretary

€ €

Flights 2,759 1,778

Accommodation 453 453

Travel & Subsistence 450 265

Car Hire 400

Gifts 300

Embassy charges which include the cost of accommodation paid directly to hotels and the
expenses which are incurred by our Embassies and reimbursed to them by the Department,
have not been received to date. The accommodation and car hire costs are estimates based on
quotes received prior to the visit.

Disability Advocacy Services.

667. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if grant aid is
available for the management and functioning of disability advocacy groups. [14684/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó’Cuív): The Citizens Information
Board (CIB), under the aegis of the Department of Social and Family Affairs, is responsible
for supporting the provision of information, advice, and advocacy on a wide range of public
and social services. Advocacy services are provided through a Community and Voluntary prog-
ramme involving 46 projects which focuses on representative advocacy for people with dis-
abilities. The Board has a grant allocation of €45.87m in 2010.

Departmental Expenditure.

668. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the estimated
cost of rebranding his Department in terms of new stationery and the value of old stationery
that will be disposed of, changes to websites, changes to nameplates and other miscellaneous
costs due to the name changes of his Department; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [14690/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): In view of the transfer of
responsibility for the “Family” to the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs,
a name change was necessary. The Department is not yet in a position to assess the full require-
ments and implications of the change of name of the Department in relation to the changes in
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signage, stationery etc. A full assessment of the requirements is underway with a view to the
keeping the costs involved to a minimum. Any suggestions from the Deputy as to how this may
be done would be welcome.

Social Welfare Benefits.

669. Deputy Michael D. Higgins asked the Minister for Social and Affairs if he will examine
the case of a person (details supplied) in County Galway. [14699/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Disability Allowance is a
weekly Allowance paid to people with a specified disability who are aged over 16 and under
66. The disability must be expected to last for at least one year and the allowance is subject to
a medical assessment, a means test and a habitual residency test. The person concerned applied
for and was awarded a reduced rate Disability Allowance from 14 March 2007. The weekly
rate of Disability Allowance payment depends on the amount of weekly means assessed. The
legislative provisions regarding Disability Allowance state that means will be assessed from all
income which the claimant or claimant’s spouse may reasonably expect to receive during the
year following the date of their claim with certain exceptions. The person concerned was
assessed with weekly means of €266.40 derived from a pension he received from the Depart-
ment of Defence which is assessable as means for Disability Allowance. Based on these means,
the person qualifies for Disability Allowance at the weekly rate of €99.90 effective from 6
January 2010. If his means have decreased he should notify the Department in writing and
furnish all relevant documents and his claim will be reviewed.

Social Welfare Appeals.

670. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs when a decision
will be made on an appeal by a person (details supplied) in County Limerick for jobseeker’s
allowance. [14761/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The Social Welfare Appeals
Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that Office. It
is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers and
comments by the Social Welfare Services on the grounds of appeal be sought. These papers
have not yet been provided but as soon as they are received, the appeal in question will be
referred to an Appeals Officer for early consideration. The Social Welfare Appeals Office is
an office of the Department that is independently responsible for determining appeals against
decisions on social welfare entitlements.

Social Welfare Benefits.

671. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs when family
income supplement will be awarded to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [14784/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The Family Income Sup-
plement (FIS) is designed to provide support for people with families who are on low earnings.
This preserves the incentive for them to remain in employment in circumstances where they
might only be marginally better off than if they were claiming other social welfare payments.
The person concerned made an application for family income supplement in April 2009. As
part of the process of establish household means for FIS purposes in this case, it was referred
to the social welfare inspectorate to obtain details of spouse’s self employment and to deter-
mine the claimant’s insurable earnings and hours worked. Unfortunately, due to an oversight
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there was a delay in completing the Social Welfare Inspector’s review of this case. However
on foot of your Parliamentary Question this review has been prioritized and will be completed
shortly. The person concerned will be notified of directly of the outcome.

672. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs when rent
allowance will be awarded to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [14786/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Due to staff action currently
being taken in the HSE, I regret that I am unable to provide the information sought by the
Deputy.

Social Welfare Appeals.

673. Deputy Michael D’Arcy asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the reason an
appeal in respect of an application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied)
in County Wexford which was refused cannot be dealt with by the appeals office as they are
awaiting the file to be sent to them from the carer’s allowance section; the further reason for
this delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14800/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The Social Welfare Appeals
Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that Office on
27 January 2010. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Depart-
mental papers and comments by the Social Welfare Services on the grounds of appeal be
sought. In that regard the appeal for the person concerned was sent to Carer’s Allowance
section on 27 January 2010 and a reply is still awaited. When received, the appeal in question
will be referred to an Appeals Officer for early consideration. The Social Welfare Appeals
Office is an office of the Department that is independently responsible for determining appeals
against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

674. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs when a decision
will issue on an appeal for supplementary welfare allowance in respect of a person (details
supplied). [14811/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Due to staff action currently
being taken in the HSE, I regret that I am unable to provide the information sought by the
Deputy.

Social Welfare Benefits.

675. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if there is a
mechanism in place notifying persons that their entitlement to jobseeker’s benefit is coming to
an end and that they should apply for jobseeker’s allowance; if he will review the case of a
person (details supplied) in view of the fact that this person was misinformed of their entitle-
ment and of their requirement to fulfil the criteria for jobseeker’s allowance and as a direct
result has had their payment suspended. [14813/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The Department has an
automated system which sends out a letter to claimants four weeks in advance of their Job-
seeker’s Benefit exhausting. The letter sets out the claimant’s entitlement options. Along with
this notification, the Department includes an application form for Jobseeker’s Allowance. The
person in question is a casual worker. This automated system does not apply to casual workers

744



Questions— 20 April 2010. Written Answers

due to the nature of their casual employment in each week. Each week the local office notes
the days remaining on their entitlement to Jobseeker’s Benefit. The local office notified the
claimant at the appropriate time to make a Jobseeker’s Allowance claim.

The person was on Jobseeker’s Benefit from 3 March 2009 to 23 Dec 2009 when his claim
was closed as his benefits had exhausted. He subsequently registered for Jobseeker’s Allowance
on 3 February 2010. His Jobseeker’s Allowance claim was awarded and paid. Payments were
backdated to 24 December 2009. On 5 February 2010, he received €862.30 for the period 24
December 2009 to 2 February 2010. On 19 February 2010, he received €302 for the period 3
February to 16 February 2010.

A casual worker must return casual dockets each week relating to his days of employment
by 12 noon Thursday in order for payment to issue.

The person concerned failed to return dockets from 25 February 2010 and consequently his
claim was closed on 29 March 2010. He made another claim on 1 April 2010 and this is now
being investigated.

676. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the weekly
amount of jobseeker’s allowance which a person (details supplied) in County Mayo is entitled
to receive. [14825/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The person concerned has
been awarded jobseeker’s allowance at the maximum weekly rate of €100, the rate applicable
for persons under 20 years of age, less applicable weekly means from 19 December, 2009. He
has been assessed as a casual worker on his jobseeker’s allowance claim with a weekly non-
earning means of €49.00 and a daily earnings means of €18.00 per day worked. Therefore, his
weekly jobseeker’s allowance payment will vary with the number of days he works in any
jobseeker allowance week. i.e. If he works 1 day in a jobseeker’s allowance week he would
receive a jobseeker’s allowance payment of €33.00, (€100.00, full rate — €18.00, 1 day worked
— €49 weekly non-earnings means).

Social Welfare Code.

677. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if the habitual
residence guidelines are EU law now and has it been approved by the EU; if the Common
Travel Area agreement between Ireland and England no longer stands in regard to habitual
residency, following paragraph 5.4 of the revised habitual residence guidelines; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [14833/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Social welfare legislation,
with certain exceptions referred to below, lies within the area of competence of the individual
Member States. National legislation in such matters therefore does not require approval of the
EU and does not constitute EU law. The freedom of movement for workers, enshrined in the
EU Treaties, results in EU Regulations governing social security for people who have moved
from one EU Member State to another for the purpose of employment, and these Regulations
have direct application in every Member State. National legislation and practice must also be
compatible with the other EU Treaty provisions regarding (for example) equal treatment for
all EU citizens. In addition, Member States must have regard to judgements of the European
Court of Justice (ECJ) which interpret and clarify the application of the EU treaties and
legislation.

My Department’s guidelines on the habitual residence condition provide deciding officers
with an understanding of how the national legislation and the relevant EU Regulations and
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ECJ judgements should be applied. Although published on the Department’s website in accord-
ance with the requirements of the Freedom of Information legislation, their sole purpose and
standing is the provision of guidance to the Department’s staff. The EU Commission, which is
responsible for ensuring that Community law is correctly applied, is empowered to receive and
investigate complaints by EU citizens in such matters, and, if it deems it appropriate following
investigation, the Commission may refer such complaints to the ECJ. In December 2004 the
Commission commenced an investigation of the operation of the habitual residence condition
in Ireland following the receipt of such complaints. The investigation was closed in April 2006
when the Commission was satisfied that there was no conflict with EU law and that there were
therefore no grounds for continuing infringement proceedings.

The social welfare provisions regarding habitual residence refer to the Common Travel Area
only in the context of the rebuttable presumption clause in subsection (1) of section 246 of the
Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005. This states that . . .“it shall be presumed, unless the
contrary is shown, that a person is not habitually resident in the State at the date of the making
of the application concerned unless the person has been present in the State or any other part of
the Common Travel Area for a continuous period of 2 years ending on that date.” There has
been no change in this provision since its introduction in May 2004.

The Department’s guidelines comment on this provision as follows:

“The presumption in Section 246 (1) does not mean that an applicant is automatically con-
sidered to be habitually resident in the State because he or she has been here (or in another
part of the Common Travel Area) for 2 years or more. The onus is always on applicants to
provide sufficient evidence to support their claims for a social welfare payment. Also subsection
(1) does not mean that an applicant can be automatically considered to be “not habitually
resident” because he or she has not resided here for 2 years. In all cases it is imperative to base
any such decision on the factors listed in subsection (4) . . . as habitual residence cannot be
determined by reference to a period of time alone . . . ”

The Guidelines also say in the context of considering the length and continuity of residence in
the State or in any other particular country:

“Bearing in mind the presumption clause in Section 246 (1). . . ., and the reciprocal arrange-
ments with the UK concerning the Common Travel Area (CTA), for the purpose of this factor
periods of residence within the CTA immediately prior to moving to live in Ireland should be
treated the same as periods of residence in Ireland. This arrangement applies only to UK
citizens and EEA nationals who had their centre of interest within the Common Travel Area
during those periods.”

The Deputy has referred in his question to paragraph 5.4 of these guidelines. This paragraph
deals with the applicant’s main centre of interest at the time of application, and emphasises
that centre of interest “must be in the Republic of Ireland”. This paragraph has been amended
in minor ways for clarification since the first issue of the guidelines in 2004, but the substance
has not been changed. For instance, in a revision in July 2008, the words “the Republic of”
were inserted in the above phrase because it was suggested that the previous wording “must
be in Ireland” could be misinterpreted as referring to the island of Ireland instead of the
political entity of Ireland. The habitual residence condition guidelines, and in particular the
part dealing with the centre of interest, have always been consistent with the legislative pro-
vision that a person must be habitually resident in the State in order to qualify for the relevant
assistance payments or child benefit.
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Social Welfare Benefits.

678. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the social
welfare payments being awarded to a person (details supplied) in Dublin 8; the reason they
were refused supplementary welfare allowance; if they are entitled to any further payments in
view of their circumstances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14842/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Due to staff action currently
being taken in the HSE, I regret that I am unable to provide the information sought by the
Deputy.

679. Deputy Bernard Allen asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the reason
mortgage supplement in respect of has been reduced from €47.50 per week to €30 per week in
respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork. [14854/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Due to staff action currently
being taken in the HSE, I regret that I am unable to provide the information sought by the
Deputy.

680. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the reason rent
supplement has been reduced to €1,075 per calendar month in respect of persons (details
supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14858/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Due to staff action currently
being taken in the HSE, I regret that I am unable to provide the information sought by the
Deputy.

Departmental Equipment.

681. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the number
of personal computers and laptops currently deployed within his Department and each agency
under its aegis in tabular form. [14886/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Details as requested by the
Deputy are contained in the table below:

Name of Statutory Body Number of Personal Computers Number of Laptops Currently
Currently Deployed Deployed

Department 6,841 481

General Registrars Office 68 2

Office of the Pensions Ombudsman 4 7

The Pensions Board 48 9

Family Support Agency 81 3

682. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the number
of photocopiers, laser printers, inkjet printers and multifunctional devices currently deployed
within his Department and each agency under its aegis in tabular readable form. [14901/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The information requested
by the Deputy is set out in the table below. Future purchases of copying equipment will be
guided by the advice received from the National Procurement Service.
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Agency Number of machines currently deployed

Photocopiers Laser Printers Inkjet Printers Multifunctional
Devices

Department of Social and Family Affairs 526 634 141 31
(DSFA)

Family Support Agency 18 18 8 0

Office of the Pensions Ombudsman 2 7 2 0

The Pensions Board 0 12 0 3

Citizens Information Board 7 29 20 14

Total for DSFA and all its Agencies 553 700 171 48

Departmental Expenditure.

683. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the total spend
by his Department and each agency under its aegis on printer consumables (details supplied)
for each of the years 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 in tabular form. [14916/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The estimated expenditure
on printer consumables for the Department of Social and Family Affairs and its Agencies,
other than the Combat Poverty Agency and the Family Support Agency, is set out in the table
below. Replacement toner is supplied as part of the general maintenance contracts for the
Department’s photocopiers and the cost of toner is not identified separately. However, as the
main bulk of these maintenance costs relates to the supply of replacement toner, the full photo-
copier maintenance costs are included in figures supplied in the following table.

The Combat Poverty Agency was integrated with the Office for Social Inclusion in July 2009
to form the Social Inclusion Division within the Department of Social and Family Affairs.
However, due to the temporary relocation of its former staff, the relevant information for the
Combat Poverty Agency is not currently accessible. This information will be transmitted to the
Deputy as soon as soon as possible. Information relating to the Family Support Agency is
currently being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy shortly. Future purchases of
printer consumables will be guided by the advice received from the National Procurement
Service.

Year Agency

Department of Office of the The Pensions Board Citizens Information
Social and Family Pensions Board

Affairs Ombudsman

€ € € €

2006 411,123 Nil* 5,500 5,486

2007 282,807 Nil* 5,800 4,660

2008 478,005 1,155 6,000 4,890

2009 377,575 1,807 7,000 5,010

End March 2010 84,983 No spending to date 3,500 184

*Printer consumables for the Office of the Pensions Ombudsman were supplied by the Department of Social and
Family Affairs until 2008.
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684. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if he will detail
in tabular form, the number of reams of A4 sized paper and A3 sized paper purchased in 2006,
2007, 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 by his Department and each agency under its aegis; and
the proportion of which is 100% recycled paper. [14931/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The information requested
by the Deputy is being compiled within the Department and will be forwarded to the Deputy
as soon as possible.

Social Welfare Benefits.

685. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the number of
unemployed persons with addresses in Ballyduff, County Kerry. [14936/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): As of Friday 9 April 2010,
there are currently 255 people signing on the Live Register with addresses in Ballyduff, Co.
Kerry. This figure is broken down as follows:—

Jobseeker’s Allowance 178;

Jobseeker’s Benefit 70;

Jobseeker’s Benefit Credits Only 7.

Social Welfare Appeals.

686. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs when an oral
hearing will be held in respect of a carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details
supplied) in County Mayo. [14945/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The Social Welfare Appeals
Office has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned has been referred to an
Appeals Officer who proposes to hold an oral hearing in the case. The person concerned will
be notified when the necessary arrangements have been made. The Social Welfare Appeals
Office is an office of the Department that is independently responsible for determining appeals
against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

Social Welfare Benefits.

687. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the position
regarding an application by a person (details supplied) in County Longford; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [14960/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The person concerned
submitted an application for Jobseeker’s Allowance on 27 October 2009. This claim was
awarded at the weekly personal rate of €79.10 (personal rate of €196.00 plus €130.10 in respect
of Qualified Adult less means €247.00 per week in respect of his spouse’s income). The person
concerned has advised the Department that a cheque for €1,247.10 for the period 27 October
2009 to 2 February 2010 which issued on 3 February 2010 was not received by him and a
replacement cheque is being issued.

688. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the position
regarding an application for disability benefit in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Longford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14961/10]
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Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Disability Allowance is a
weekly Allowance paid to people with a specified disability who are aged over 16 and under
66. The disability must be expected to last for at least one year and the allowance is subject to
a medical assessment, a means test and a habitual residency test. The person concerned applied
for Disability Allowance on 23 December 2009. Her claim was assessed by a Medical Assessor
who deemed that she was not medically suitable for Disability Allowance. She was refused
Disability Allowance on 14 April 2010 and she was formally notified of this decision by letter
and of her right of appeal within 21 days to the Social Welfare Appeals Office.

689. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the position
regarding carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Longford; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14964/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The person concerned
applied for Carer’s Allowance on 2 March 2010. On 7 April 2010 the case was referred to an
Investigative Officer of this Department for means assessment and confirmation that the con-
ditions necessary for receipt of the allowance are satisfied. On completion of the necessary
investigations a decision will be made and she will be notified directly of the outcome. Under
Social Welfare legislation, decisions in relation to claims must be made by Deciding Officers
and Appeals Officers. These Officers are statutorily appointed and I have no role in regard to
making such decisions.

690. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the position
regarding an application for carer’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in
County Longford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14967/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The person concerned
applied for Carer’s Allowance on 2 March 2010. On 14 April 2010 a letter issued requesting
her to forward recent statements for her spouse’s bank account and a recent payslip from her
spouse’s employment. On receipt of the requested information a decision will be made and she
will be notified directly of the outcome in writing. Under Social Welfare legislation, decisions
in relation to claims must be made by Deciding Officers and Appeals Officers. These Officers
are statutorily appointed and I have no role in regard to making such decisions.

691. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the position
regarding an application for disability allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in
County Longford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14968/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Disability Allowance is a
weekly Allowance paid to people with a specified disability who are aged over 16 and under
66. The disability must be expected to last for at least one year and the allowance is subject to
a medical assessment, a means test and a habitual residency test. The person concerned had
been in receipt of Disability Allowance from 14 August 1996 to 19 August 1997 when he went
on the Back to Work Scheme. We have no record of a recent Disability Allowance application
being received from the person concerned. An application form and an information booklet
have been sent to him today. He should complete and return this form and his entitlement to
Disability Allowance will be examined.

Social Welfare Appeals.

692. Deputy Olwyn Enright asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs when an appeal
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for mortgage interest supplement will be processed in respect of a person (details supplied) in
County Offaly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15013/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Due to staff action currently
being taken in the HSE, I regret that I am unable to provide the information sought by the
Deputy.

Social Welfare Code.

693. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the reason the
limit of means for a couple in an assessment for allowance is €20,000 while it is also €20,000
for a single person; his plans to change this and if this limit excludes redundancy payments;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15024/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): I understand that the
Deputy is referring to the assessment of capital for the purposes of the jobseeker’s allowance
scheme. In assessing means for social assistance purposes, including jobseeker’s allowance,
account is taken of any cash income the person may have, together with the value of capital
and property (except the home). Capital may include the following:

• Stocks and shares of every description, which are assessed according to their current
market value.

• Savings certificates / bonds / national instalment savings, which are assessed according to
their current market value.

• Money invested in a bank, building society etc.

Any balances of redundancy lump sums owned by a claimant or his or her spouse or partner
are assessed in the same way as capital from any other source. In assessing the yearly value of
the property or capital, no account is taken of the income, if any, from the property. For
assessment purposes, the market value of the property is established together with the nominal
amount of savings etc. and the yearly value for means testing purposes is assessed by reference
to a formula. This formula is not designed to reflect the actual or potential income yield from
the property or capital. A certain initial amount of property is not assessed with progressive
increases in the assessment rate depending on the value of the property owned — this reflects
the fact that persons with reasonable resources are in a position to use some of those resources
to maintain themselves. The arrangements in the case of jobseeker’s allowance are as follows:

Amount of Capital Weekly Means Assessed

Up to €20,000 Nil

€20,000 – €30,000 €1 per each €1,000

€30,000 – €40,000 €2 per each €1,000

Over €40,000 €4 per each €1,000

Where a claimant has a spouse or a partner, the assessment is based on the combined means
of the couple including any capital owned by either the spouse and partner or jointly. The
formula outlined above is then applied, so for example, a single person or a couple with capital
of €50,000 would receive €70 per week less than a person or couple with capital of up to 20,000.
Assuming no other means, the total paid per week to a single person in these circumstances
would be €126.00 while the total paid to a couple with no children would be €256.10, a reduction
of €70 in both examples. There is no provision in the current arrangements for doubling the
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amount to be disregarded in the case of a couple. Any changes to the current capital assessment
arrangements would fall to be considered in a Budgetary context and in the context of continu-
ing to reduce overall public expenditure and restoring stability to the public finances.

Social Welfare Benefits.

694. Deputy Michael D. Higgins asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the position
regarding the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [15041/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Disability Allowance is a
weekly Allowance paid to people with a specified disability who are aged over 16 and under
66. The disability must be expected to last for at least one year and the allowance is subject to
a medical assessment, a means test and a habitual residency test. The person concerned applied
for Disability Allowance on 13 October 2008. He was examined by a Medical Assessor who
deemed he was not medically suitable for Disability Allowance. His means were investigated
by a Social Welfare Inspector and he failed to disclose details of his means. His claim was
refused by a Deciding Officer on 3 March 2009 on the grounds that he was not medically
suitable and he had failed to show his means did not exceed the statutory limit for receipt of
Disability Allowance.

A letter issued to the person on 3 March 2009 advising him of this decision and of his right
of appeal to the Social Welfare Appeals office within 21 days. The person subsequently
appealed this decision and an oral hearing was heard by an Appeals Officer on 7 December
2009. Based on the evidence before the Appeals Officer, he was satisfied that the person failed
to show that his means did not exceed the statutory limit applicable and that he was not
substantially restricted in undertaking suitable employment by reason of a specified disability
within the meaning of Social Welfare legislation and he disallowed the appeal. The person
concerned was notified of this decision in writing on 21 January 2010 by the Social Welfare
Appeals Office. An Appeals Officer’s decision is final and conclusive in the absence of any
fresh facts or evidence.

695. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the
number of Irish citizens refused payment for failure to satisfy the habitual residence condition
in each local social office over the past 12 months. [15108/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): I am unable to provide the
information sought by the Deputy due to industrial action currently being taken. Statistics for
2009 show that 530 Irish people who made applications for Jobseeker’s Allowance did not
satisfy the habitual residence condition in that year. It should be noted that this figure includes
a number of people who, although they were not born in this State, are Irish passport holders
by virtue of their ancestral ties with Ireland. Some never previously lived or worked here and
claimed Jobseeker’s Allowance almost immediately on entry to this country even though it was
not their intention to reside permanently in this State. Accordingly, they do not meet the
criteria for the habitual residence condition. It is open to any customer who is not satisfied
with the decision on their claim to appeal that decision to the Social Welfare Appeals Office.

Social Welfare Appeals.

696. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs when a
one-parent family allowance social welfare appeal will be heard in respect of a person (details
supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15119/10]
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Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The Social Welfare Appeals
Office has advised me that the relevant Departmental papers and comments of the Department
have been received and the case has been referred to an Appeals Officer for consideration.
The Social Welfare Appeals Office is an office of the Department that is independently respon-
sible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

697. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs when child
benefit will be awarded to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [15120/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The Social Welfare Appeals
Office has advised me that the relevant Departmental papers and comments of the Department
have been received and the case has been referred to an Appeals Officer for consideration.
The Social Welfare Appeals Office is an office of the Department that is independently respon-
sible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

698. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs when
domiciliary care allowance appeal will be heard in respect of a person (details supplied) in
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15145/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): I am advised by the Social
Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully considered all the evidence,
disallowed the appeal of the person concerned by way of summary decision. The person con-
cerned has been notified of the decision. The Social Welfare Appeals Office is an office of the
Department that is independently responsible for determining appeals against decisions on
social welfare entitlements.

699. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs when an
oral appeal hearing will be arranged in the case of persons (details supplied) in County Kildare;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15148/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): One of the persons con-
cerned applied for jobseeker’s allowance on 1 April 2010. A decision will be made on her claim
in the next week. There is no record of a claim from the other person concerned and there is
no record of an appeal having been lodged by either person.

Social Welfare Benefits.

700. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs when
supplementary welfare payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15149/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Due to staff action currently
being taken in the HSE, I regret that I am unable to provide the information sought by the
Deputy.

701. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs when rent
supplement will be awarded in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kildare; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15154/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Due to staff action currently
being taken in the HSE, I regret that I am unable to provide the information sought by the
Deputy.
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702. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if assistance
will be offered to persons (details supplied) in County Kildare in view of the fact that they are
in mortgage arrears; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15156/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Due to staff action currently
being taken in the HSE, I regret that I am unable to provide the information sought by the
Deputy.

Question No. 703 withdrawn.

Social Welfare Appeals.

704. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs when a person
(details supplied) in County Longford will be awarded a carer’s allowance in respect of her
spouse; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15190/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): On 1 December 2009 the
person concerned was refused Carer’s Allowance on the grounds that the person being cared
for does not require full time care and attention. She was notified of this decision, the reasons
for it and of her right of review or appeal to the Social Welfare Appeal’s Office. Additional
medical evidence was submitted, however, it failed to alter the opinion of the Medical Assessor.
She was notified of this and again of her right of appeal to the Social Welfare Appeal’s Office.
She has appealed this decision and an appeal has been opened in this case. Her Carer’s Allow-
ance file was submitted to the Social Welfare Appeal’s Office on 14 April 2010. Under Social
Welfare legislation, decisions in relation to claims must be made by Deciding Officers and
Appeals Officers. These Officers are statutorily appointed and I have no role in regard to
making such decisions.

Social Welfare Benefits.

705. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the position
regarding an application for jobseeker’s allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in
County Longford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15191/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The person concerned
submitted an application for Jobseeker’s Allowance on 10 March 2010. The payment of Job-
seeker’s Allowance is subject to a means test and a file has been forwarded to a Social Welfare
Inspector for investigation, who will be in touch in due course. The person concerned is cur-
rently in receipt of Supplementary Welfare Allowance from their local Community Welfare
Officer.

706. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the position
regarding a continuation of illness benefit in respect of a person (details supplied in County
Longford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15192/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Illness Benefit is a short-
term income support payment made to insured people who are unable to work due to illness
or incapacity and who satisfy certain Pay Related Social Insurance (PRSI) conditions. For
rehabilitative and occupational therapy purposes, customers, who have been in receipt of Illness
Benefit for at least six months, may be granted permission to work part-time (not more than
20 hours per week) or to participate in a Community Employment (C.E.) scheme or FÁS
training course. This permission is known as an exemption, the aim of which is to enable them,
subsequently, to return to the workplace on a full-time basis.
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The person concerned has been in receipt of Illness Benefit since 19th April 2007. In
February 2008 an exemption was granted to engage in part-time work for an initial 6 month
period which was later extended. Applications for exemptions are considered by one of the
Department’s Medical Assessors who considers the nature of the particular illness or incapacity,
treatment received and prognosis. They assess the nature of the proposed employment or
training and consider whether or not the work or training is appropriate in light of the person’s
incapacity and how, in the context of rehabilitation/occupational therapy, it would progress a
return to full-time work.

Approval for an exemption is provided for a given period. If the employment or training is
to continue beyond the period of the initial approval the person’s continuing suitability for an
exemption is reviewed by a Medical Assessor. When a point is reached at which it is considered
that the rehabilitative and occupational therapy benefits of the work or training have been
exhausted entitlement to an exemption ceases.

The case was reviewed by a Medical Assessor in October 2009 following which a further
extension was not approved. The person concerned requested a review of this determination
and on 26th November 2009 the Chief Medical Advisor upheld the determination of the Medi-
cal Assessor. The person concerned was duly informed by letter on 9th December 2009, and
advised to forward her P45 and related documentation to this Department to confirm that she
had ceased work and would not commence any further employment or training without the
Department’s permission, in order to continue to receive payment of Illness Benefit. A
reminder to return these documents issued on 14th January 2010. On 21st January, a letter
from the person concerned, stating that she did not wish to relinquish her job, was received
together with a note from her doctor. As the person concerned no longer satisfies the conditions
for receipt of Illness Benefit, payment was suspended from 2nd February 2010.

707. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if he will
increase the carer’s allowance awarded in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Leitrim; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15194/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The person concerned was
awarded half rate carer’s allowance with effect from 27 November 2008. She was awarded half
rate carer’s allowance as she is also in receipt of the maximum rate of Illness Benefit. Under
Social Welfare legislation, decisions in relation to claims must be made by Deciding Officers
and Appeals Officers. These Officers are statutorily appointed and I have no role in regard to
making such decisions.

708. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the reason a
farm assist claimant (details supplied) in County Mayo was assessed as earning income from
REPS when they have not received a REPS payment in the past 18 months; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [15206/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The person concerned
applied for farm assist on 17 February, 2010. A Deciding Office has awarded him a farm assist
payment at the weekly rate of €141.00, with weekly means of €55.00 from that date. His total
means figure was a combination of €50.51 derived from net farm income and €4.42 from REPS
rounded to the nearest euro.

Additional documentation relating to his means assessment was forwarded by him to his
local Social Welfare office on 14 April, 2010. His means assessment will now be reviewed as
soon as possible and he will be notified of the outcome.
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709. Deputy Charlie O’Connor asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if his atten-
tion has been drawn to any difficulties in a rent supplement payment being made directly to a
property owner where this is specifically requested by the recipient; if his Department is con-
sidering or has issued any formal or informal instruction or advice to community welfare
officers regarding making rent supplement payments directly when this is requested by the
recipient; his views on the fact that making approved payments directly is more cost effective
for the taxpayer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15214/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The supplementary welfare
allowance scheme, which includes rent supplement, is administered on behalf of the Depart-
ment by the Community Welfare Service (CWS) of the Health Service Executive (HSE). The
purpose of rent supplement is to provide short-term support to eligible people living in private
rented accommodation, whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and
who do not have accommodation available to them from any other source.

Under the relevant legislative provisions, the Department’s relationship is with the tenant;
the tenant makes the application for rent supplement and payment is made to the tenant. Rent
supplement is specifically for the benefit of tenants to assist them with their accommodation
needs. Legislation does, however, provide for the making of a rent supplement payment to
another person on behalf of the recipient, at the tenant’s request and subject to the consent of
the HSE. Almost 19,800 (21%) rent supplement payments are made to a person other than
the rent supplemented tenant, for example to a relative, a landlord or landlord’s agent.

It is open to the landlord to bring to the attention of the HSE any instance where a tenant
is receiving rent supplement but is not paying their rent. Where a Community Welfare Officer
becomes aware that a person receiving rent supplement is not using that supplement to meet
housing costs, payment of the supplement is suspended and the matter investigated. Any over-
payment of rent supplement incurred in circumstances of this kind may be recoverable from
the tenant.

Where a landlord has a grievance in relation to the non-payment of rent by a tenant, s/he
may apply to the Private Residential Tenancies Board to have the dispute resolved through
the Board’s dispute resolution process. The CWS Training Units maintain a ‘Best Practice
Manual’ which contains specific guidance for Community Welfare Officers in relation to nomi-
nated payments. It is used as a store of knowledge on how to process claims for supplementary
welfare allowance in a manner that is effective in meeting clients’ needs, efficient in admini-
stration and economic in the use of public funds.

710. Deputy Kathleen Lynch asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the estimated
number of persons working in the public sector in receipt of family income supplement; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [15258/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The Family Income Sup-
plement is designed to provide support for people with families who are on low earnings. This
preserves the incentive for them to remain in employment in circumstances where they might
only be marginally better off than if they were claiming other social welfare payments. FIS is
a central element of a programme of reforms targeted specifically at addressing child poverty.

FIS is calculated on the basis of 60% of the difference between the income limit for the
family size and the net income of the person(s) raising the child(ren). Net income for FIS
purposes comprises total family income less tax, employee PRSI, health contribution, income
levy, and superannuation contribution. The public service pension levy is also deductible from
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income when calculating the eligibility to FIS. There are currently some 25,956 people in receipt
of a weekly FIS payment of which over 11% are public servants.

711. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if he will
investigate the reason moneys awarded in respect of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 1
was reduced by almost 50%. [15496/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The person in question is
in receipt of Back to Work Allowance. This is paid on the basis of: 75% of the weekly social
welfare payment for the first year, 50% for the second year, and 25% for the third year. The
person commenced the Back to Work allowance on 8 September 2008. For the first year, he
received 75% of the weekly social welfare payment. After the first year, this payment was then
reduced to 50% and is currently receiving a weekly payment of €282.30.

Question No. 712 withdrawn.

Social Welfare Appeals.

713. Deputy P. J. Sheehan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs when a person
(details supplied) in County Cork will have their appeal for family income supplement pro-
cessed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15523/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The Social Welfare Appeals
Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that Office. It
is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers and
comments by the Social Welfare Services on the grounds of appeal be sought. When received,
the appeal in question will be referred to an Appeals Officer for early consideration. The Social
Welfare Appeals Office is an office of the Department that is independently responsible for
determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

Social Welfare Benefits.

714. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the reason a
person (details supplied) in County Mayo has not received their jobseeker’s allowance in view
of the fact that their claim was submitted in October 2009. [15527/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): A Deciding Officer disal-
lowed the jobseeker’s allowance claim, from the person concerned, on the grounds that he is
not habitually resident in the state. It is open to him to appeal this decision to the independent
Social Welfare Appeals office and a form for this purpose has been issued to him.

715. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the effect a
marriage will have on a person aged under 25 years rate of jobseeker’s allowance. [15575/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The rate of jobseeker’s
allowance for all new claims from 30th December 2009 for persons under age 25 years are as
follows: Age; Personal rate; Increase for Qualified Adult — 18-21, €100.00, €100.00; 22-24,
€150.00, €130.10. If a person aged under 25 years has a child dependant the full personal rate
of €196 is paid, subject to his or her means, regardless of marital status. Furthermore, if a
person under age 22 has a spouse or partner who is a qualified adult with a child, the full
personal rate and full increase for a qualified adult (€130.10) is payable, subject to means.
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716. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the reason
a person (details supplied) in Dublin 8 is only in receipt of €100 social welfare payment.
[15577/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The maximum weekly rate
of jobseeker’s allowance payable to new claimants aged 18 or 19 from April 2009 is €100.00.
The person concerned claimed jobseeker’s allowance from 18 June 2009 when aged 19 years
of age. His claim was awarded from 22 June 2009 at the weekly rate of €100.00.

717. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if he will
support the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [15588/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Due to staff action currently
being taken in the HSE, I regret that I am unable to provide the information sought by the
Deputy.

Question No. 718 answered with Question No. 76.

719. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs when a person
(details supplied) will receive their supplementary welfare allowance. [15732/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Due to staff action currently
being taken in the HSE, I regret that I am unable to provide the information sought by the
Deputy.

Social Welfare Appeals.

720. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the outcome of
an appeal for a domiciliary care allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Mayo. [15740/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The Social Welfare Appeals
Office has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned has been referred to an
Appeals Officer who proposes to hold an oral hearing in the case. The person concerned will
be notified when the necessary arrangements have been made. The Social Welfare Appeals
Office is an office of the Department that is independently responsible for determining appeals
against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

Question No. 721 answered with Question No. 666.

Social Insurance.

722. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the conditions
or criteria required for a person to qualify for credited contributions while in receipt of carer’s
allowance or carer’s benefit. [15802/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Persons in receipt of carer’s
allowance, carer’s benefit and the respite care grant may engage in employment, self employ-
ment, training or education outside the home for up to 15 hours per week and still be con-
sidered to be providing full-time care and attention for the purposes of the schemes. This
means that where a carer remains in employment he or she will continue to pay the appropriate
social insurance contribution. Also, any person, including a carer, may pay voluntary contri-
butions once they satisfy certain qualifying conditions.
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The social welfare pension rights of those who take time out of the workforce for caring
duties are protected by the homemaker’s scheme which was introduced in and took effect from
1994. The scheme allows up to 20 years spent caring for children or incapacitated adults to be
disregarded when a person’s social insurance record is being averaged for pension purposes.
However, the homemaker’s scheme will not of itself qualify a person for a pension. The stan-
dard qualifying conditions, which require a person to enter insurance 10 years before pension
age, pay a minimum of 260 contributions at the correct rate, and achieve a yearly average of
at least 10 contributions on their record from the time they enter insurance until they reach
pension age, must also be satisfied. People who qualify for payments such as carer’s allowance
or carer’s benefit may, subject to conditions, qualify for credited contributions for the period
they are receiving the payment. As part of the National Pensions Framework, published in
March this year, the current homemakers disregards will be replaced by credits for new pen-
sioners from 2012, with backdating to 1994. This reform will be of particular benefit to carers.

Questions Nos. 723 to 725, inclusive, answered with Question No. 115.

726. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the number
of applications for dental or optical benefit currently awaiting a decision in his Department;
when he expects to have matters brought up to date; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [15832/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Treatment Benefit is a PRSI
based scheme offering assistance towards the cost of Dental and Optical Treatment for quali-
fied patients. It is a unique scheme, in that payment is made not to the customers themselves,
but to contractors (dentists and opticians) on their behalf, who provide treatment either free
or at a reduced rate. As such, we provide our customers with treatment rather than payment.
Consequently, by the time we receive an actual claim, the customer has almost always already
received his or her entitlement and it is the contractor who is waiting to be paid in the agreed
monthly payment schedule.

The Treatment Benefit scheme currently has around 5800 claims waiting to be processed. A
further 2700 claims are also awaiting further manual intervention. The 5800 claims waiting to
be processed represent less than a weeks intake of new claims, while the 2700 claims awaiting
manual intervention are awaiting further information from the employer, customer, or other
EU country to allow a decision to be made.

The Treatment Benefit Scheme is meeting its processing targets, and will continue to do so
for the foreseeable future. Over 90% of qualified claims received in April, for instance, will be
paid to our contractors in May. The remaining cases (less than 10%) will be processed as soon
as this Office receives the additional information requested.

Question No. 727 answered with Question No. 115.

Pension Provisions.

728. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the steps
he has taken to ensure that all spouses of self-employed persons making contributions since
1988 have an entitlement to widows or widowers pension in accordance with previous indica-
tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15834/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Entitlement to Widow’s
and Widower’s Contributory Pension can be based on either the applicant’s own PRSI record
or that of the deceased spouse. Accordingly, an award of Widow’s or Widower’s Contributory
Pension can be made where the social insurance record being used for assessment satisfies the
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relevant social insurance legislative provisions and where all other qualifying conditions for
receipt of pension are satisfied.

Question No. 729 answered with Question No. 115.

Social Welfare Benefits.

730. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the action
he will take to review the current application by his Department of habitual residency clause
with particular reference to the need to eliminate hardship caused by delays for people who
already have an entitlement under domestic and European Union legislation; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [15836/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The requirement to be
habitually resident in Ireland was introduced as a qualifying condition for certain social assist-
ance schemes and child benefit with effect from 1 May 2004. All applicants — regardless of
nationality — for the following payments are required to be habitually resident in the State:
Jobseeker’s Allowance; State Pension (Non-Contributory); Blind Pension; Widow’s, Widower’s
and Orphan’s Non-Contributory Pensions; One-parent Family Payment; Carer’s Allowance;
Disability Allowance; Supplementary Welfare Allowance (including Rent Supplement); Domi-
ciliary Care Allowance; Child Benefit. The question of what is a person’s “habitual residence”
has been decided in accordance with European Court of Justice case law, which sets out the
grounds for assessing individual claims. The European Court of Justice (ECJ) has determined
that five factors are relevant in determining whether a person is habitually resident, and these
grounds are specified in Section 30 of the Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2007 as follows:

(a) the length and continuity of residence in the State or in any other particular country;

(b) the length and purpose of any absence from the State;

(c) the nature and pattern of the person’s employment;

(d) the person’s main centre of interest, and

(e) the future intentions of the person concerned as they appear from all the circumstances.

The Habitual Residence Condition is being operated in a careful manner to ensure that
Ireland’s social welfare system is protected, while at the same time ensuring that persons whose
cases are appropriate to the system have access to it when they need it. Previously, due to the
high volumes involved, there were delays in the HRC Central Unit in dealing with the habitual
residence condition aspect of certain claims. At the end of August 2009, the Unit had over
12,700 cases awaiting a decision. A number of streamlining initiatives and training programmes
were introduced to help tackle the backlog arising from which the number of cases awaiting a
decision in the Central Unit currently stands at about 3,000 and is expected to drop further
over the coming weeks. Accordingly, there are no plans to undertake any other reviews of the
HRC decision operational arrangements at this time.

731. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the number
of families in receipt of a family income supplement payment; the extent to which this has
increased in the past three years; the degree to which it is expected to increase in the next two
years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15837/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The Family Income Sup-
plement is designed to provide support for people with families who are on low earnings. This
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preserves the incentive for them to remain in employment in circumstances where they might
only be marginally better off than if they were claiming other social welfare payments. FIS is
a central element of a programme of reforms targeted specifically at addressing child poverty.
There are currently some 25,956 people in receipt of a weekly FIS payment. Numbers claiming
and expenditure for the past 3 years are given in the following table.

Claim load and Expenditure

Year Numbers Claiming Expenditure

€ Million

2007 22,823 140.02

2008 27,585 177.20

2009 26,784 167.10

Expenditure on FIS in 2010 is estimated at over €215.04 million allowing for an average claim
load of 30,000 based on recent trends. The numbers becoming eligible for FIS in future will be
influenced by several factors, including employment levels, wage rates and the numbers of
qualified children within eligible families. This makes it difficult to quantify any likely increases
or decreases in FIS claims going forward.

Departmental Services.

732. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the changes
that have taken place in the administration of services provided by his Department in the past
three years; the way that such changes have affected the efficiency and delivery of services to
the consumer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15838/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The income and support
services provided by the Department impact on the lives of almost every person in the State.
Over the course of the last three years, the administration of services by the Department of
Social and Family Affairs has changed significantly arising from changes in both the economic
environment and decisions of Government.

In summary, some 1.4 million people each week claim a social welfare payment and, when
qualified adults and children are included, a total of almost 2.1 million people benefit from
weekly payments. Over 600,000 families receive child benefit payments in respect of over 1.2
million children each month. The total expenditure by the Department in 2009 was €20.5
billion.

In 2007, the Department processed approximately 2 million new claims and applications
across its various schemes and services; it made approximately 68 million payments, as well as
responding to over 6 million telephone calls, enquiries and conducting investigations and
reviews. In 2009, the respective figures had increased to almost 2.5 million new claims and
applications; 83 million payments and almost 7 million telephone calls.

The Department has an ongoing programme of business, organisation and ICT modernis-
ation which has supported its operations over the years in question. This Service Delivery
Modernisation (SDM) Programme has facilitated the introduction of new organisational struc-
tures along with the introduction of new technology, the replacement of legacy computer
systems, the move to electronic payments and the development of a range of e-services.
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Improved processes and procedures, particularly in the Local Office Network, have helped
to increase productivity among existing staff. In addition, over 450 extra people were assigned
to claim processing since May 2008 and centralised units were set up to relieve some of the
pressure on the busiest offices. In recent months the Department has introduced a range of
process improvement initiatives to deal with the increased volume of claims including an
appointments system for those wishing to make a claim and a more streamlined procedure for
claimants moving to jobseekers allowance when their jobseekers benefit expires.

The Department is committed to providing an efficient and effective service to its customers.
Following an extensive consultation process with customers, customer representatives, staff,
and stakeholders the new Customer Charter and Customer Action Plan 2009-2011 was
launched in May 2009. The Customer Action plan sets out the Department’s aims and actions
for the next three years and is a key part of the Government’s objective of attaining greater
efficiency in delivering public services in an affordable way and using modern technology to
best effect. The new Customer Charter sets out the standards of service that people can expect
in their dealings with the Department. It is displayed in all of the Department’s offices and on
the website. The Deputy will also be aware that during the three years in question, there
were changes to the scope of the services provided by the Department arising from Decisions
of Government.

Responsibility for the General Register Office, the central repository for records relating to
births, death and marriages in the State, transferred to the Department from the Department
of Health and Children with effect from 1 January 2008. Legislation to transfer the admini-
stration of the Domiciliary Care Allowance and the Blind Welfare Allowance schemes was
contained in the Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2008. New claims for Domiciliary Care
Allowance have been accepted in this Department since April 2009 whilst the administration
of pre-existing claims transferred successfully from the HSE to the Department in September
2009. In addition, the Combat Poverty Agency was integrated into the Social Inclusion Division
of the Department in July 2009 and responsibility for the Governance functions for the Money
Advice and Budgeting Service (MABS) was successfully transferred from the Department to
the Citizens Information Board (CIB) in July 2009.

Social Welfare Benefits.

733. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the number
of applications for domiciliary care allowance received in each of the past three years to date
in 2010; the number granted, refused or pending in each case; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [15839/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): Since the 1st April 2009
this Department has been accepting new claims for Domiciliary Care Allowance (DCA). This
follows the transfer of the scheme from the Health Service Executive on foot of a Government
decision to reallocate certain functions between Departments and Agencies as part of the
health service reform programme.

In the period 1st April 2009 to 31st March 2010 a total of 4,575 DCA applications were
received in the required format of which 4330 cases have been fully processed by the Depart-
ment’s Medical Assessors. 1,594 of these applications have been awarded, 2,736 have been
deemed not to satisfy the medical criteria for the scheme, while 245 have yet to be finalised.
As the Department has only had responsibility for the scheme since April 1st 2009, statistics
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on the outcome of applications prior to that date are not held. Where claims are deemed to be
ineligible on medical grounds, it is because it is considered that the requirement of care and
attention and/or supervision is not substantially in excess of another child of the same age who
does not have a disability.

In the case of an application which is refused on medical grounds, the applicant may submit
additional information and/or ask for the case to be reviewed, this review is carried out by a
different Medical Assessor specially designated for this task. Where a person is not satisfied
with the decision of a Deciding Officer they may appeal the decision to the Social Welfare
Appeals Office.

734. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the number
of applications for respite care or respite grants made to his Department in each of the past
three years to date; the number granted, refused or pending in each case; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [15840/10]

The Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The respite care grant
is an annual payment made to all persons providing full-time care, regardless of means or PRSI
contributions, but subject to certain conditions. The grant is payable from the first Thursday
in June of the year in question. The grant was extended to all carers in Budget 2005. Prior to
this, only those in receipt of certain qualifying payments received the grant. Details of “stand-
alone” grant applications received, the number of payments issued and the number of appli-
cations refused, for the years 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010 (to end-March 2010), are detailed in
tabular form below. The total number of applications pending at end-December 2009 was 585
and at end March 2010 was 117. Data in relation to the number of applications pending for
prior years is not available.

Respite Care Grant (stand-alone) applications and payments

Year Applications Received Payments Issued Applications Refused

2007 13,564 11,939 1,488

2008 10,328 8,995 1,884

2009 6,794 6,374 1,231

2010 (to end March) 285 598 415

Some applications are for grants in respect of more than one year. Such applications are coun-
ted as single applications. However, the figures for payments reflect the actual number of
payments made for both current and prior years and are thus greater than the number of
applications approved. Data in respect of the actual number of applications approved is not
available.

Social Welfare Appeals.

735. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if he will
ensure that payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kildare in view of the
fact that they are entitled on the basis that they previously signed on in 2007 and submitted
an appeal to his Department in relation to same; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [15841/10]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív): The person concerned
applied for jobseeker’s allowance on 01 December 2009. His claim was disallowed on 25 March
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2010 as he was deemed to be not habitually resident in the State. Following the lodgement of
an appeal by the person concerned, a review of the case was carried out by the Local Office.
The claim has now been awarded and payment will issue this week.

Decentralisation Programme.

736. Deputy Seán Power asked the Minister for Defence the cost of the decentralisation of
the Defence headquarters to Newbridge, County Kildare; and the expected date of moving to
this new facility; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14511/10]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Tony Killeen): The Government decision on decentralisation
provides for the transfer of the Department’s Dublin-based civil service staff, together with a
number of military personnel, to Newbridge, Co. Kildare and for the decentralisation of the
Defence Forces Headquarters (DFHQ) to the Curragh.

The Department’s Dublin-based civil servants, together with about 55 of the military person-
nel will relocate to Newbridge. Almost 90% of Civil Service staff that wish to decentralise to
Newbridge have been re-assigned to this Department. The new building at Newbridge is pro-
gressing well and is expected to be ready for occupation in the summer. In light of budgetary
constraints at this time the Government has decided to defer proceeding with the new building
for DFHQ at the Curragh. This location, along with a number of other deferred locations, will
be considered as part of the overall review of the programme in 2011. In relation to costs for
the Newbridge project, site acquisition, building construction and fit-out costs are borne on the
Vote of the Office of the Public Works (OPW). I understand that the total estimated cost of
the Newbridge project is approximately €30 million.

The expenditure by this Department for the project to the end of 2009 was €905,604. In
relation to costs in 2010, it is estimated that ICT costs will be approximately €550,000.
Additional costs in 2010, for items such as furniture removals, will be met from within the
Department’s administrative budget.

Defence Forces Reserve.

737. Deputy Frank Feighan asked the Minister for Defence if a decision has been made to
disband directorates of reserve for Defence Forces; if his attention has been drawn to the fact
that this will have an adverse effect on the Defence Forces Reserve; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [14512/10]

738. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Defence his plans to abolish the director
of the Army Reserve as a position within the Army; the impact that this will have on the Army
Reserve; his further plans for the Army Reserve in the period 2010 to 2014; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [14661/10]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Tony Killeen): I propose to take Questions Nos. 737 and
738 together.

Officials from the Department are continuing to engage with the Military Authorities in
relation to a review of structures and posts required to meet the operational requirements of
the Defence Forces in light of the Government decision to maintain a Permanent Defence
Force complement of 10,000 personnel. The review has not yet been completed therefore it
would be inappropriate for me to comment on the outcome at this stage.

Defence Forces Training.

739. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Defence if joint training exercises
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have been undertaken by the Defence Forces with the other armies involved in the Nordic
Battle Group since its inception; and if so the cost of same. [14820/10]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Tony Killeen): The Government approved Ireland’s partici-
pation in the Swedish-led Nordic Battlegroups 2008 and 2011. Regarding Nordic Battlegroup
2008, Irish Defence Forces participated in two joint training exercises. An exercise entitled
‘Illuminated Summer’ took place during the period 02-13 July 2007 while an exercise entitled
‘Nordic Resolution’ took place during the period 01-16 November 2007. The cost for involve-
ment of Irish soldiers in military exercises within the Nordic Battlegroup 2008 was €522,728.00.
The Nordic Battlegroup 2011 will be on standby for six months commencing on the 1st January
2011. To date Ireland has deployed four Officers to serve in staff posts at the Force Head-
quarters in Enkoping, Sweden and these officers took up their duties on the 28th August 2009.
The Nordic Battlegroup 2011 has not undertaken any military exercises to date. Consequently,
no costs on military exercises have been incurred by the Department of Defence in respect of
this Battlegroup.

Defence Forces Equipment.

740. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Defence the number of personal com-
puters and laptops currently deployed within his Department and each agency under its aegis
in tabular form. [14878/10]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Tony Killeen): The following table provides the information
requested in relation to the number of personal computers and laptops currently deployed
within the Department and each agency under its aegis.

Number of Personal Computers Number of Laptops

Department of Defence 384 58

Defence Forces 4,344 680

Civil Defence 32 10

Army Pensions Board 3 0

741. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Defence the number of photocopiers,
laser printers, inkjet printers and multifunctional devices currently deployed within his Depart-
ment and each agency under its aegis in tabular readable form. [14893/10]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Tony Killeen): The following table provides the information
requested in relation to the number of photocopiers, laser printers, inkjet printers and multi-
functional devices currently deployed within the Department and each agency under its aegis.

Photocopiers Laser Printers Inkjet Printers Multifunctional
Devices

Department of Defence 19 139 5 25

Defence Forces 320 570 40 70

Civil Defence 2 14 2 1

Army Pensions Board 1 2 0 0

Departmental Expenditure.

742. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Defence the total spend by his Depart-
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ment and each agency under its aegis on printer consumables (details supplied) for each of the
years 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 in tabular form. [14908/10]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Tony Killeen): The following table provides the information
requested in relation to the total spend by the Department and each agency under its aegis on
printer consumables for each of the years 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010.

Total Expenditure Including VAT

2006 2007 2008 2009 To date in
2010

€ € € € €

Department of Defence 71,231.11 104,753.45 22,372.73 41,999.42 8.355.91

Defence Forces 387,407.34 280,502.40 296,427.02 215,493.88 33,634.61

Civil Defence Purchased centrally — included in Department of Defence figures

Army Pensions Board Purchased centrally — included in Department of Defence figures

743. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Defence if he will detail in tabular form,
the number of reams of A4 sized paper and A3 sized paper purchased in 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009
and to date in 2010 by his Department and each agency under its aegis; and the proportion of
which is 100% recycled paper. [14923/10]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Tony Killeen): Details of the information sought by the
Deputy is contained in the tabular statement. The information below includes the number of
reams of A3 and A4 paper used by the Department, the Civil Defence Board and the Army
Pensions Board.

In the time-frame available, I am unable to supply details of reams used by the Defence
Forces. This information will be relayed to the Deputy as soon as it becomes available.

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

A3 0 40 45 10 0

A4 2,128 3,255 4,564 4,811 1,174

Note 1: Each ream contains 500 sheets.

The paper used is derived from sustainable forests.

Waste Management.

744. Deputy Seán Power asked the Minister for Defence the arrangements in place to remove
litter from the Curragh Plains, County Kildare; the future plans to maintain the Curragh; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15578/10]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Tony Killeen): The Department employs three staff at the
Curragh whose responsibilities include the removal of litter. On occasions where the quantities
are considerable a contractor is engaged to assist in its removal.

The Department liaises with the litter service of Kildare County Council to try to ascertain
the individuals involved in the littering with a view to ensuring that these people are held
responsible for their actions.
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Overseas Missions.

745. Deputy Seán Power asked the Minister for Defence his future intentions on overseas
service in view of the decision not to participate in the planned overseas mission to Chad; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15579/10]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Tony Killeen): Ireland has offered, through the UN Standby
Arrangements System (UNSAS), to provide up to 850 military personnel for overseas service
at any one time. This figure equates to some 10% of Ireland’s standing Army (excluding
Reserves) and demonstrates Ireland’s commitment to the cause of international peace. This is
the maximum sustainable commitment that Ireland can make to overseas peacekeeping
operations.

Ireland is currently contributing 754 Defence Forces personnel to 11 different missions
throughout the world. Full details of all personnel currently (as of 01 April 2010) serving
overseas are listed in the tabular statement attached.

Because of the significant uncertainty as to the extension of the UN mandate post 15 May
2010, the imminent onset of the rainy season and on advice from the military authorities, the
Government had no choice but to decide on 30 March 2010 to withdraw the Irish contingent
from the United Nations Mission in the Central African Republic and Chad (MINURCAT).
The Defence Forces have since commenced their withdrawal from MINURCAT, which is
scheduled to be completed by early June 2010. Also, this month sees the draw-down of Irish
personnel from NATO-led International Security presence (KFOR) in Kosovo from the cur-
rent 232 personnel to 40 (approximately) in line with the budgetary expenditure reductions
announced in December 2009.

Following the withdrawal of the MINURCAT contingent, it is intended to take some time
to allow the Defence Forces to undertake necessary and extensive maintenance of equipment
and to allow personnel some time off before examining further options for Defence Forces
overseas operations.

With regard to future deployments, Ireland receives requests, from time to time, in relation
to participation in various missions and these are considered on a case-by-case basis. When
considering any particular request, the existence of realistic objectives and a clear mandate,
which has the potential to contribute to a political solution, consideration of how the mission
relates to the priorities of Irish foreign policy and the degree of risk involved are amongst the
factors considered.

Members of the Permanent Defence Force Serving Overseas as of 1st April 2010

1. UN Missions

(i) UNIFIL (United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon) HQ 8

(ii) UNTSO (United Nations Truce Supervision Organisation) – Israel, Syria and 12
Lebanon

(iii) MINURSO (United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara) 3

(iv) MONUC (United Nations Mission in Democratic Republic of Congo) 3

(v) UNOCI (United Nations Mission in Ivory Coast) 2

(vi) MINURCAT (United Nations Mission in the Central African Republic and Chad) — 13
HQ

MINURCAT (United Nations Mission in the Central African Republic and Chad) — 406
102nd Infantry Battalion

TOTAL 447
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Members of the Permanent Defence Force Serving Overseas as of 1st April 2010

UN Mandated Missions

(vii) EUFOR (EU-led Operation in Bosnia and Herzegovina) 44

(viii) KFOR (International Security Presence in Kosovo) - HQ 20

KFOR (International Security Presence in Kosovo) 41st Inf Group 212

(ix) ISAF (International Security Assistance Force in Afghanistan) 7

TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONNEL SERVING WITH UN MISSIONS 730

2. Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE)

(i) OSCE Mission to Bosnia & Herzegovina 2

(ii) OSCE Mission in Belgrade — Serbia 1

(iii) Staff Officer, Higher Level Planning Group, Vienna 1

TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONNEL SERVING OSCE 4

3. EU Military Staff

Brussels 7

4. Nordic Battlegroup HQ Staff — Sweden 4

5. Military Representatives/Advisers/Staff

(i) Military Adviser, Permanent Mission to UN, New York 1

(ii) Military Adviser, Irish Delegation to OSCE, Vienna 1

(iii) Military Representative to EU (Brussels) 4

(iv) Liaison Office of Ireland, NATO/PfP (Brussels) 2

(v) Military Representative to NATO/PfP Co-ordination Cell/Supreme Headquarters 1
Allied Powers Europe (SHAPE), Mons, Belgium

TOTAL NUMBER OF DEFENCE FORCES PERSONNEL SERVING 754
OVERSEAS

Defence Forces Medical Service.

746. Deputy Jimmy Deenihan asked the Minister for Defence the number of dental hygien-
ists employed in the Defence Forces as of April 2010; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [15726/10]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Tony Killeen): I am advised by the Military Authorities that,
currently, there is one dental hygienist employed in the Defence Forces. However, dental
officers also carry out this type of work. The overall structure of the dental service and the
dental hygienist requirements of the Defence Forces is being considered in the context of the
restructuring of the Medical Service.

747. Deputy Jimmy Deenihan asked the Minister for Defence the number of doctor positions
remaining to be filled in the Defence Forces; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [15727/10]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Tony Killeen): Following the publication of the Independent
Strategic Review of the Defence Forces Medical Service by PA Consulting, my predecessor
asked that implementation of the recommendations proceed immediately. As you are aware,
the PA Report has recommended a programme of major change. The high level recom-
mendations include:
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• A centralized command structure for the Medical Corps

• The creation of a Medical Services Management and Administrative function to provide
strategic planning, resource allocation and overall responsibility for the management and
delivery of the medical service.

• The development of medical officer led care teams together with a re-focusing of medical
staff on appropriate clinical tasks.

• A reduction in the number of doctor interventions, medical assessments and better man-
agement of health services outsourcing.

The report reaffirms the need for a dedicated Medical Corps and addresses the challenges
facing the Defence Forces in recruitment and retention of Medical Officers.

The structure and systems recommended in the PA Report have been designed to meet the
demands and needs of the modern Defence Forces at home and overseas and to provide Medi-
cal Officers with a fulfilling and rewarding career.

To this end a governance structure for the delivery of change in this area has now been put
in place. It consists of a high level Steering Group composed of senior military and civilian
personnel. The role of the Steering Group is to provide planning guidance, clarify the approach
to recommendations where required and ensure that the project is implemented effectively.

A dedicated Programme Group with civilian and military representatives has also been estab-
lished and is now co-ordinating a range of projects. It is progressing a number of the PA
recommendations including the structure of the Medical Corps, the alignment of Defence
Forces and Medical Corps strategies and the development of medical information systems.
Work is in progress on the recommendations on training and education, clinical issues,the
centralised command structure, financial arrangements and outsourcing and medical infor-
mation systems. A number of Working Groups are currently in operation to progress these
issues.

There are currently 20 Medical Officers serving in the Defence Forces. The number of medi-
cal positions ultimately required to achieve implementation of the recommendations in the PA
Consulting Report is dependent upon the completion of the work of the various Working
Groups and at this point in time no decision has been made on the final numbers.

Ministerial Travel.

748. Deputy Jimmy Deenihan asked the Minister for Defence the usage of the Ministerial
Air Transport Service by calendar month in 2010 to date; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [15728/10]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Tony Killeen): Details of usage of the Ministerial Air Trans-
port Service to date in 2010 are set out in the tabular statement below, and include dates of
travel, Ministerial time on board, mission route and requesting minister.
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GULFSTREAM IV 2010

Date Return Min. Time Route Minister
Date On Board

18/01/10 18/01/10 180 Baldonnel – Brussels – Baldonnel Agriculture, Fisheries & Food/
Minister of State Agriculture,
Fisheries & Food/Minister of
State Foreign Affairs

14/01/10 14/01/10 120 Baldonnel – Northolt – Baldonnel An Taoiseach/Foreign Affairs

20/01/10 22/01/10 270 Baldonnel – Madrid – Baldonnel Justice, Equality & Law Reform/
Social & Family Affairs

25/01/10 26/01/10 105 Baldonnel – Northolt – Belfast An Taoiseach/Foreign Affairs
City – Baldonnel

27/01/10 27/01/10 40 Baldonnel – Belfast City – An Taoiseach
Baldonnel

11/02/10 11/02/10 180 Baldonnel – Brussels – Baldonnel An Taoiseach

05/02/10 05/02/10 75 Baldonnel – Belfast City – Cork – An Taoiseach/Foreign Affairs
Baldonnel

23/02/10 26/02/10 700 Baldonnel – Cairo – El Arish – Foreign Affairs
Cairo – El Arish – Cork –
Baldonnel

22/02/10 22/02/10 220 Baldonnel – Cork – Brussels – Foreign Affairs/Agriculture,
Baldonnel Fisheries & Food/Minister of

State Foreign Affairs

05/03/10 06/03/10 270 Baldonnel – Cork – Madrid – Foreign Affairs
Seville – Cork – Baldonnel

12/03/10 18/03/10 1,420 Baldonnel – Chicago – Moffett An Taoiseach/Foreign Affairs
Field (California) – Washington
– Baldonnel

LEARJET 2010

Date Return Min. Time Route Minister
Date On Board

25/01/10 25/01/10 235 Baldonnel – Brussels – Shannon – Minister of State Foreign Affairs
Baldonnel

06/02/10 08/02/10 220 Baldonnel – Bilbao – Baldonnel Tánaiste (Enterprise, Trade &
Employment)

01/02/10 01/02/10 40 Baldonnel – Cork – Belfast City – Foreign Affairs
Baldonnel

12/02/10 13/02/10 220 Baldonnel – Coruna – Baldonnel Transport

03/02/10 04/02/10 130 Baldonnel – Belfast City – Foreign Affairs
Heathrow – Belfast Aldergrove –
Baldonnel

18/02/10 19/02/10 240 Baldonnel – Bern – Baldonnel Minister of State Foreign Affairs

14/02/10 16/02/10 180 Baldonnel – Brussels – Baldonnel Finance

21/02/10 21/02/10 90 Baldonnel – Brussels – Baldonnel Agriculture, Fisheries & Food

28/02/10 01/03/10 180 Baldonnel – Brussels – Baldonnel Tánaiste (Enterprise, Trade &
Employment)

02/03/10 03/03/10 265 Baldonnel – Geneva – Northolt – Foreign Affairs
Baldonnel

13/03/10 13/03/10 130 Baldonnel – Derry – Munich – Tánaiste (Enterprise, Trade &
Baldonnel Employment)
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Date Return Min. Time Route Minister
Date On Board

15/03/10 16/03/10 180 Baldonnel – Brussels – Baldonnel Finance

16/03/10 16/03/10 105 Baldonnel – Dusseldorf – Derry – Tánaiste (Enterprise, Trade &
Baldonnel Employment)

25/03/10 26/03/10 180 Baldonnel – Brussels – Baldonnel An Taoiseach/Minister of State
Taoiseach

22/03/10 22/03/10 220 Baldonnel – Cork – Brussels – Foreign Affairs/Minister of State
Baldonnel Foreign Affairs

29/03/10 29/03/10 180 Baldonnel – Brussels – Baldonnel Agriculture, Fisheries & Food

23/03/10 23/03/10 60 Baldonnel – Heathrow – Baldonnel Minister of State Enterprise,
Trade & Employment

HELICOPTERS 2010

Date Aircraft Min. Time Route Requesting Minister
On Board

16/04/2010 AW139 60 Phoenix Park – Cork Airport – Taoiseach/Foreign Affairs
Curragh

Decentralisation Programme.

749. Deputy Jimmy Deenihan asked the Minister for Defence the number of civil servants
in the Department of Defence in situ in Newbridge, County Kildare, as of 21 April 2010; the
date at which the new departmental headquarters in Newbridge will open; the locations at
which civil servants in Newbridge are based; the cost of their placement in alternative buildings
pending the opening of the departmental headquarters since the date of Budget 2010; the cost
of equipping the alternative locations for the civil servants to date; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [15729/10]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Tony Killeen): The Deputy will be aware that the Government
decision on decentralisation provides for the transfer of Dublin-based civil service staff,
together with a number of military personnel, to Newbridge, Co Kildare and for the decentralis-
ation of the Defence Forces Headquarters (DFHQ) to the Curragh. In light of budgetary
constraints at this time the Government has decided to defer proceeding with the new building
for DFHQ at the Curragh. This location, along with a number of other deferred locations, will
be considered as part of the overall review of the programme in 2011.

The relocation to Newbridge however, is proceeding as planned and all of the Department’s
Dublin-based civil servants, together with a number of military personnel will be decentralising
this year.

The staff are currently based in two buildings at Parkgate, Infirmary Road, Dublin 7 and
Coláiste Caoimhín, Glasnevin, Dublin 9. Both buildings are owned by the Office of Public
Works and the staff will remain in them until the move to Newbridge.

The new building, which is located at Station Road, Newbridge, is progressing well and is
expected to be ready for occupation this summer.

Departmental Reviews.

750. Deputy Jimmy Deenihan asked the Minister for Defence the timescale envisaged for
the completion of the Value for Money Review of the Reserve Defence Force in 2010; his
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plans to initiate a value for money review of the functioning of the his Department and of the
arrangements for and implementation of decentralisation within the Defence area; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [15730/10]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Tony Killeen): Ensuring value for money in the delivery of
services is a key priority within the Department and the Defence Forces. In this context, the
Defence Organisation is widely regarded as a model for public sector reform. The significant
improvements that have been achieved over recent years have engendered a culture of continu-
ous improvement within the Defence Organisation and I am confident that where change is
required, it will be quickly identified and implemented. The Report of the Special Group on
Public Service Numbers and Expenditure Programmes acknowledged the ongoing reform in
the Defence Organisation. That report recommended a further reduction in both the number
of civil servants and Defence Force personnel over a period of two to three years. This
reduction has already been achieved.

The Department of Defence is also committed to undertaking reviews in accordance with
the Government’s programme of Value for Money and Policy Reviews. A Value for Money
Review of the Reserve Defence Force, encompassed by this programme, has commenced. The
Steering Committee has met on two occasions to date and the target date for completion of
this review is end 2010.

The Deputy will be aware that the Government decision on decentralisation provides for the
transfer of the Department’s Dublin-based civil service staff, together with a number of military
personnel, to Newbridge, Co. Kildare and for the decentralisation of Defence Forces Head-
quarters (DFHQ) to the Curragh. Approximately 200 of the Department’s Dublin-based civil
servants, together with about 55 of the military personnel will relocate to Newbridge. The
new building at Newbridge is progressing well and is expected to be ready for occupation in
the summer.

Site acquisition, building construction and fit-out costs for the Newbridge project, are borne
on the Vote of the Office of the Public Works (OPW). I understand that the total estimated
cost of the Newbridge project is approximately €30 million.

The expenditure by the Department for the project to the end of 2009 was €905,604. In
relation to costs in 2010, it is estimated that ICT costs will be approximately €550,000.
Additional costs in 2010, for items such as furniture removals, will be met from within my
Department’s administrative budget.

In light of budgetary constraints at this time the Government has decided to defer proceeding
with the new building for DFHQ at the Curragh. This location, along with a number of other
deferred locations, will be considered as part of the overall review of the programme in 2011.
The site selected for the building is state owned.

Local Government Charges.

751. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Govern-
ment his plans to amend the non-principal private residencies tax to take into account personal
circumstances of elderly people and unemployed; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [15548/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009 sets the non-principal private residence charge at
€200, which is a relatively modest level. I have no plans at present to amend the Act.
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Planning Issues.

752. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Govern-
ment if, further to a recent High Court decision (details supplied) he will seek to address the
problem created, in the Planning Bill, at Committee, Report and Final Stages; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [14486/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
There are already a range of mechanisms in place under the Planning and Development Act
2000 to secure a planning gain for local authorities and communities from decisions taken by
planning authorities, including section 48/49 development levy contribution schemes and the
provision of land, sites, houses (or payment in lieu) at below market value for social and
affordable housing. The Strategic Infrastructure Act 2006 also provides that conditions regard-
ing community facilities can be attached to consent for strategic infrastructure under the Act.
In addition, the National Asset Management Agency Act 2009 provides that a windfall tax rate
of 80% applies to the portion of a profit or gain made on the disposal of land which is attribu-
table to a rezoning, where both the rezoning and the disposal giving rise to the windfall occur
after 30 October 2009.

There are no proposals for legislative amendments to the Planning and Development
(Amendment) Bill to address the issue raised in the question.

Water and Sewerage Schemes.

753. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Govern-
ment when approval will be granted for the water investment programme schemes submitted
by Kildare County Council in view of the importance of an early decision so that the regional
planning guidelines will be adhered to. [14487/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): A
comprehensive range of new water services infrastructure has been approved for County
Kildare in my Department’s Water Services Investment Programme 2010 -2012 published yes-
terday. The Programme, which includes details of contracts currently at construction, contracts
to start in the 2010 to 2012 period and schemes to advance through planning, is available in
the Oireachtas Library. In the case of Kildare County Council, the programme provides for
the commencement of contracts in the period 2010 to 2012 at a value of some €160 million. A
key input to the development of the programme was the assessment of needs prepared by all
local authorities, including Kildare County Council, in response to my Department’s request
to the authorities in 2009 to review and prioritise their proposals for new capital works in
their areas.

754. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Govern-
ment the position regarding the project and funding for the Kildare town wastewater treatment
plant and network, in County Kildare; if there are any outstanding issues in relation to the
project; the timescale of the project; the estimated cost; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [14488/10]

755. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Govern-
ment the position regarding the project and funding for the Osberstown treatment plant and
network, Naas, County Kildare; if there are any outstanding issues in relation to the project;
the timescale of the project; the estimated cost; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [14489/10]
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756. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Govern-
ment the position regarding the project and funding for the River Barrow water extraction
programme; if there are any outstanding issues in relation to the project; the timescale of the
project; the estimated cost; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14491/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): I
propose to take Question Nos. 754 to 756, inclusive, together.

The contracts relating to the Kildare Sewerage Scheme, the Upper Liffey Valley Sewerage
Scheme and the Barrow Abstraction Scheme are included in my Department’s Water Services
Investment Programme 2010-2012, which I published yesterday.

In February 2010 I approved funding to allow Kildare County Council to place the Waste-
water Treatment Plant Design Build Operate contract for the Kildare Sewerage Scheme with
its recommended contractor at a cost of €17.59 million. Further progress on this element of the
scheme is a matter for the Council. Kildare County Council has submitted contract documents
to my Department for the sewerage collection network element of the scheme. This docu-
mentation is currently being examined and a decision will be conveyed to the Council as soon
as possible.

Kildare County Council has submitted contract documents to my Department for the expan-
sion of the wastewater treatment plant at Osberstown which is part of the Upper Liffey Valley
Sewerage Scheme and these are currently under examination. A decision on these documents
will be conveyed to the Council as soon as possible. Contract documents for the collection
networks element of the scheme are awaited from the Council.

Kildare County Council has submitted a tender recommendation to my Department for the
Barrow Abstraction Scheme Treatment Plant Design Build Operate contract which is to be
constructed at Srowland and this is currently under examination. A decision will be conveyed
to the Council shortly. The Council has also submitted the contract documents for the rising
main from Ardscull to Athy and these too are currently being examined by my Department; a
decision will be conveyed to the Council as soon as possible. Contract documents for the
remaining watermain from Ardscull to Old Kilcullen are awaited in my Department.

Land Transactions.

757. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Govern-
ment when an application will be processed in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14505/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
The contracts relating to this case are being amended, in agreement with the vendor. The sale
of these lands can progress when this is done.

Inland Waterways.

758. Deputy Mary Upton asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if he plans to develop statutory authority for our major rivers such as the River
Liffey so that an agency will take responsibility for the maintenance and protection of the river;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14517/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): In
accordance with the Water Framework Directive, Ireland has adopted a catchment-based
approach to river basin management planning. The Liffey falls within the Eastern River Basin
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District and the local authorities within this catchment are jointly responsible for the making
of river basin management plans which aim to protect and improve water quality.

The Directive is implemented through River Basin District projects led by co-ordinating
local authorities and funded by my Department. In the case of the Eastern River Basin District,
Dublin City Council is the co-ordinating authority for the making of the plans, which are due
to be finalised by the end of June.

Water and Sewerage Schemes.

759. Deputy Phil Hogan asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government when the second phase of a water scheme (details supplied) in County Tipperary
will commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14541/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): My
Department approved funding in August 2008 to enable North Tipperary County Council
award the contract for the Newport Regional Water Supply Scheme, and it is included as a
contract to start construction during the period of the Water Services Investment Programme
2010-2012, which I published yesterday. The timing of the commencement of the contract is a
matter for the Council. My Department is currently assessing the Council’s application for loan
borrowing to enable the Council to fund its share of the scheme costs. A decision on its appli-
cation will be conveyed to the Council shortly.

Services for People with Disabilities.

760. Deputy Kathleen Lynch asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if he has proposals to put in place a system to allow persons who are blind or
vision impaired to vote independently and in secret at the next general election; the person
who specifically is responsible for making a decision to introduce such a scheme; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [14559/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
Recognising that people with disabilities have particular needs, my Department endeavours to
ensure that the voting process is as accessible and inclusive as possible. Currently there are two
options available to assist voters with a visual impairment to vote at their local polling station;
they may avail of companion voting or they may seek the assistance of the presiding officer.
Other measures in place to assist such voters include the display of a large print version of the
ballot paper in polling stations and the inclusion of candidates’ photographs and party emblems
on the ballot paper.

My Department is committed, as set out in our Disability Sectoral Plan 2010-2012, to examine
the legislative, logistical and financial implications of independent voting, including voting by
blind and visually impaired persons. In this context, my Department has met with representa-
tives of the National Council for the Blind of Ireland and is considering a range of options
including the use of tactile ballot templates like those in use in other jurisdictions. As with any
review of electoral practice, it is necessary to ensure that an appropriate balance is maintained
between accessibility and the secrecy and integrity of the ballot, having regard to our elec-
toral system.

761. Deputy Kathleen Lynch asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if funding for library services for persons who are blind or visually impaired can
be mainstreamed as part of the national library funding in view of the fact that the service is
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currently reliant on donations and nominal support from the Health Service Executive; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [14560/10]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Deputy Michael Finneran): Funding provided by my Department for library services takes the
form of capital assistance for construction and fit out of new local authority public libraries
and substantial refurbishment of existing local authority public libraries which may include
facilities for persons with disabilities. Grant aid is provided as a percentage of the overall cost
of the project and is dependent on the funding available each year. The Department also
distributes funding to libraries under the National Disability Strategy to improve access to
library facilities and services for people with disabilities.

There are numerous other library facilities operated by educational bodies, charities and
private organisations that do not come within the remit of my Department or the local govern-
ment sector.

Civil Defence.

762. Deputy Christy O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government when he will give approval for the appointment of a Civil Defence Officer in
Skibbereen, County Cork to replace the retired former holder of the post as requested by Cork
County Council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14566/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): My
Department recently received a request from Cork County Council seeking sanction for the
employment of two Civil Defence Officers. This request is currently being examined and a
response will issue to the Council shortly.

Water and Sewerage Schemes.

763. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Govern-
ment his views on a water supply in County Kildare in view of the concerns expressed (details
supplied); if he is satisfied that the problems have been addressed; if not if he will instigate
action to alleviate these problems; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14617/10]

769. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Govern-
ment his views on a query (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[14790/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): I
propose to take Question Nos. 763 and 769 together.

The contract for Ballymore Eustace Sewerage Scheme (SLI) Wastewater Treatment Plant is
included in my Department’s Water Services Investment Programme 2010-2012, which I pub-
lished yesterday, as a contract to start construction during the programme period. Kildare
County Council’s Preliminary Report for the scheme, together with the additional information
requested by my Department, is currently being examined and a decision will be conveyed to
the Council shortly.

Domestic Water Metering.

764. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the capital costs for introducing domestic water meters. [14652/10]
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Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): I
will shortly be bringing detailed proposals to Government on the approach to the metering of
households on public supplies. These proposals, which my Department is currently finalising,
will give effect to the commitment in the renewed Programme for Government to introduce
charging for domestic water use in a way that is fair, significantly reduces waste and is easily
applied.

I will provide further detail on these matters, including in relation to financing, following
their consideration and approval by Government.

Building Regulations Compliance.

765. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 282 of 21 Jan 2010 if he will respond to the
following matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14704/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
Under the Building Control Act 1990, responsibility for compliance with the Building Regu-
lations is a matter for the owner or builder of a building. Enforcement of the building regu-
lations is the responsibility of the 37 local building control authorities. The authorities are
empowered to carry out inspections and initiate enforcement proceedings, where considered
necessary.

The agreed national inspection target is that each building control authority should inspect
a minimum of at least 12% to 15% of buildings covered by valid Commencement Notices
served on the authority. My Department understands from statistical returns from building
control authorities for the period January-June 2009 (the latest period for which complete data
is available) that almost all authorities were carrying out inspections and 35 out of 37 authorities
had reached the national target inspection level. My Department liaises closely with the build-
ing control authorities to ensure that inspection targets are met.

The Building Control Act 2007 contains provisions, inter alia, to strengthen the enforcement
powers of local building control authorities, which are operative since 1 March 2008. Building
control authorities were given the option to bring summary prosecutions for all building code
offences in the District Court, rather than by way of prosecution on indictment by the Director
of Public Prosecutions in the Circuit Court. Authorities also have wider powers to make appli-
cation to the High Court or the Circuit Court to secure Orders where buildings do not comply
with the requirements of the Building Regulations. The maximum penalties for breaches of the
Regulations have been substantially increased under the Act, from £800 (punts) to €5,000 on
summary conviction; from £150 (punts) to €500 in respect of each day on which the offence
is committed after summary conviction; and from £10,000 (punts) to €50,000 on conviction
on indictment.

Moreover, building control authorities are able to recoup costs incurred in taking enforce-
ment action and to obtain the benefit of fines resulting from summary prosecutions brought
by them.

Compliance with the building regulations is kept under constant review by my Department.
I understand that the Building Regulations Advisory Body, which was established under the
1990 Building Control Act to advise me on matters relating to building regulations, has com-
pleted a report on enforcement of the regulations and that this report is to be submitted to
me shortly. I expect that the report will be an important input to my Department’s ongoing
consideration of the building regulations regime.
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Water and Sewerage Schemes.

766. Deputy Seán Barrett asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if funding for a scheme (details supplied) will be forthcoming from his Depart-
ment to Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council when the anticipated tender report and
contract proposal are presented next month; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[14714/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
The Carysfort to Maretimo Sewerage Scheme (Stream Improvement) is approved as a contract
to start in my Department’s Water Services Investment Programme 2010-2012 at an estimated
cost of €5.9 m.

A decision on the level of funding to be provided for the Scheme will be made on receipt of
the tender information from Dún Laoghaire Rathdown County Council.

Turbary Rights.

767. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government when the Roscommon, Westmeath and Galway Integrated Development Com-
panies made presentations to his departmental working group on turf cutting; if their recom-
mendations will be included in the final report; if he has received the report; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [14751/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
During 2009, the Working Group on the cessation of turf cutting in designated raised bogs
invited submissions from interested parties. While several hundred submissions were received,
none was from the organisation or organisations in question. The Group received submissions
from a number of other organisations representing turf cutters and conservationists. The associ-
ations which had made substantial submissions were than invited to meet the Working Group
and to make oral presentations.

I expect to receive the Group’s report very shortly. I will conclude my consideration of the
report and any recommendations it contains as rapidly as possible, and will then be in touch
with affected individuals and representative groups in regard to the position.

Water and Sewerage Schemes.

768. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government when the proposed sewerage extension to Mungret, County Limerick will be
authorised to proceed. [14759/10]

771. Deputy John Cregan asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the progress made on an application from Limerick County Council to upgrade
the sewage treatment plant (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14809/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 768 and 771 together.

A comprehensive range of new water services infrastructure has been approved for County
Limerick in my Department’s Water Services Investment Programme 2010-2012 published yes-
terday. This includes provision for the commencement of contracts relating to the Mungret
Sewerage Scheme network and the Dromcollogher Sewerage Scheme, which comprises waste-
water treatment and sewerage network, during the programme period.
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In the case of the Mungret Sewerage Scheme network contract, my Department awaits the
submission of additional information from Limerick County Council in order to complete its
assessment of the Council’s tender report.

My Department is currently examining Limerick County Council’s Preliminary Report for a
bundle of four sewerage schemes, including Drumcollogher, and a decision on the Report it
will be conveyed to the Council as soon as possible.

Question No. 769 answered with Question No. 763.

Local Authority Funding.

770. Deputy Bernard Allen asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if a further allocation will be made to Cork City Council to deal with the list of
applications for housing upgrades and extensions under the disabled person’s grant scheme in
view of the fact that existing applicants are waiting anything between 12 months and two years
to get a decision on their application. [14797/10]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Deputy Michael Finneran): Allocations totalling almost €100 million for 2010 were notified to
local authorities on 5 March under the suite of Housing Adaptation Grant Schemes for Older
People and People with a Disability.

The 2010 allocation to Cork City Council amounts to €2,707,916 compared to an initial
allocation of €2,112,500 in 2009, an increase of €0.595m. My Department will review the funding
position in the course of the year in the event of any under-spend by local authorities of
their allocations for these grant schemes or other allocations under the wider social housing
investment programme.

Question No. 771 answered with Question No. 768.

Planning Issues.

772. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government if he will initiate a Commission of Investigation into all aspects of the
planning and building of the North Fringe new urban district in Dublin North East in view of
the fire safety concerns and housing construction deficiencies which have arisen for new house-
holds there since 2007; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14845/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
Specific responsibility for the planning and delivery of the North Fringe development rests with
the local authorities involved, Dublin City Council and Fingal County Council.

The North Fringe Framework Development Plan, which was prepared by Dublin City
Council in 2000, sets out the objectives for the area, the site context and the urban design
framework. The plan emphasises the need for a quality bus service and the provision of com-
munity facilities, including schools, a library, sports facilities and public spaces, which will serve
the anticipated 30,000 people who will ultimately live in the area.

Planning permissions in the North Fringe have been granted in line with the Framework
Plan. While the overall roll-out and timing of these private developments is guided by the
demand for housing and other market forces, it is clear that the provision of the community
facilities mentioned, in tandem with the housing development, is seen as key in the develop-

779



Questions— 20 April 2010. Written Answers

[Deputy John Gormley.]

ment of the area. In this regard my Department understands that a North Fringe Cross-
Authority/Agency Forum has been established to monitor progress in the North Fringe. Mem-
bership includes senior officials from the two Councils, representatives of local residents’
groups and from statutory bodies such as the HSE, the Department of Education and Science,
An Garda Síochána and public transport providers.

The national Building Regulations set out the legal requirements for the design and construc-
tion of new buildings, including houses, extensions and material alterations and certain changes
of use of existing buildings. The related Technical Guidance Documents provide technical
guidance on how to comply with the Regulations.

Compliance with the Regulations is the responsibility of the owner or builder of a building.
Enforcement of the Regulations is the responsibility of the 37 local building control authorities
who are empowered to carry out inspections and initiate enforcement proceedings, where con-
sidered necessary.

The position regarding the use of pyrite in house construction has been set out in replies to
previous Questions and most recently in the reply to the Adjournment Debate on 24 February
2010. The position in regard to fire safety concerns at an apartment complex was set out in the
reply to the Adjournment Debate on 8 December 2009.

Social and Affordable Housing.

773. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if he will provide a breakdown of the location of the 1,100 unsold affordable
houses here; the period of time that they have been unsold; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [14862/10]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Deputy Michael Finneran): I refer to the reply to Question No. 313 of 4 February 2010, which
gives numbers of unsold affordable homes by local authority area at the beginning of February
this year. The total figure of 1,158 reported at that time by the authorities excludes those homes
which have been approved by the Department for deployment under the social leasing and
RAS schemes.

The situation changes very frequently as unsold affordable homes are deployed for other
purposes, including temporary use under the social leasing or RAS schemes, as homes are sold
and as new units come into the possession of local authorities. Revised figures, which will take
account of recent decisions by some local authorities to offer unsold affordable homes on the
open market, will be published when available.

My Department does not hold data in relation to the length of time that local authorities
have had specific properties available for sale. At any given time, whatever the prevailing
market conditions, there will always be a certain level of stock of unsold affordable units on
hands, including units in the course of being sold or being readied for sale.

Departmental Equipment.

774. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the number of personal computers and laptops currently deployed within his
Department and each agency under its aegis in tabular form. [14881/10]
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Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
Some 1,296 personal computers and 229 laptops are deployed in my Department. Information
relating to the number of personal computers and laptops in Agencies under the aegis of my
Department is a matter for the Agencies themselves.

775. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the number of photocopiers, laser printers, inkjet printers and multifunctional
devices currently deployed within his Department and each agency under its aegis in tabular
readable form. [14896/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
The information requested is supplied on the table below. Information in relation to office
equipment deployed by Agencies under the aegis of my Department is a matter for the Agen-
cies themselves.

Photocopiers Laser Printers Inkjet Printers Multifunctional devices

50 304 208 36

Departmental Expenditure.

776. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the total spend by his Department and each agency under its aegis on printer
consumables (details supplied) for each of the years 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010
in tabular form. [14911/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): The
information requested in respect of my Department is provided in the table below. Spending
on printer consumables by Agencies under the aegis of my Department is a matter for the
Agencies themselves.

2006 2007 2008 2009 1st January 2010 to
16th April 2010

€118,999 €101,803 €99,389 €101,619 €30,455

777. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if he will detail in tabular form, the number of reams of A4 sized paper and A3
sized paper purchased in 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 by his Department and
each agency under its aegis; and the proportion of which is 100% recycled paper. [14926/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
The details sought are not readily available for 2006 and 2007. The number of reams of A4
and A3 paper purchased in 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 under the National Procurement
Service contract, through which the bulk of my Department’s paper purchases are currently
made, are set out below. Alteration to the 100% recycled paper previously supplied has created
compatibility issues with certain office equipment, and we are currently working with the sup-
plier in trialing an alternative version.

My Department does not compile or hold data in relation to paper purchased by agencies
under its aegis.
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A4 and A3 Paper Recycled Content
Purchased (Reams)

2010 3,193.0 2,850 reams of 75% recycled paper;

343 reams of non-recycled paper*

2009 10,751.5 6,695 reams of 100% recycled paper;

3,275 reams of 75% recycled paper;

781.5 reams of non-recycled paper*

2008 11,487.0 9,494 reams of 100% recycled paper;

1,993 reams of non-recycled paper*

*Non-recycled paper includes tinted paper.

Animal Breeding Regulations.

778. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the details of the financial implications of the Dog Breeding Establishments Bill,
2009 to support the assertion that the Bill would be cost neutral. [14938/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
The cost of regulation and inspection of dog breeding establishments will not fall on the general
population but will be borne by the dog breeding establishments through a registration fee.
This fee will vary in accordance with the number of breeding bitches, starting at €400 for an
establishment with 6 to 12 breeding bitches; €800 for 13 to 25 bitches; €1,600 for 26 to 100
breeding bitches and proportionate increases thereafter. The fee will be payable directly to the
local authority and the monies raised are intended to cover the costs of regulation and
inspection.

779. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the number of registered puppy farms here; and the number of breeding bitches
within these establishments. [14939/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
The information requested is not available in my Department. While there is currently no legal
requirement for puppy farms to register, the Dog Breeding Establishments Bill 2009, when
enacted, will provide for a local authority regulated registration system for dog breeding estab-
lishments. This new legislative framework will be enforced through the existing local authority
dog control structures.

National Spatial Strategy.

780. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if the National Spatial Strategy is still his policy; his plans to prepare and publish
a progress report on the implementation of the strategy; if implementation or progress is being
assessed in any way and if so how and if he will consider preparing a new or revised spatial
strategy. [14947/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): My
Department is currently finalising an NSS Update and Outlook Report which restates the key
principles of the Government’s National Spatial Strategy, analyses progress with implemen-
tation of the NSS seven years into its 20-year time horizon, assesses its achievements to date
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and outlines the remaining challenges and actions necessary to support economic recovery
and competitiveness. Proposed actions focus on better alignment and prioritisation of sectoral
infrastructure investment, especially in the Gateway cities which act as economic drivers for
their wider regions, and the promotion of more sustainable patterns of development through
more effective, evidence-based planning policies at regional and local levels.

I expect to submit the Report to Government shortly and to publish it soon thereafter.

Local Authority Rates.

781. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the reason self-catering holiday apartments and university halls rented to tourists
in the summer are exempt from rates; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[14948/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used for com-
mercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists prepared by the
independent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Act 2001. Under the provisions
of the Act, self-catering accommodation is generally not rateable. The Valuation Act 2001 is a
matter for the Minister for Finance.

Animal Welfare.

782. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government the method used to destroy the deer of the Ward Union Hunt which col-
lided with a car during the hunt on 11 December 2009; if this was carried out by the Department
vet present at the scene. [15021/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): I
understand that the deer, which was put down at the hunt meeting on 11 December, 2009
organised by the Ward Union Hunt, was shot with a bolt gun under the supervision of the
Department’s veterinary surgeon who recommended that the deer be euthanised on account
of its injuries. I am advised that the method used is considered to be effective and humane.

Local Authority Housing.

783. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government the waiting times for a housing needs assessment in each local authority
here. [15107/10]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Deputy Michael Finneran): It is a matter for each housing authority under the Housing Acts,
1966 to 2009, to carry out assessments of need for the purpose of allocating social housing. My
Department does not collect details on the average waiting time for a housing needs assessment
to be carried out.

Appointments to State Boards.

784. Deputy Phil Hogan asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the representations received by him for an appointment (details supplied) to a
board; if so, from whom these representations were received; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [15110/10]
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Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
Section 17 of the Dublin Docklands Development Authority Act 1997 (as amended) provides
for the appointment of the Authority’s Executive Board, comprising a Chairperson and seven
ordinary directors, by the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government for a
period not exceeding five years.

Mr. Seán Fitzpatrick was appointed as an ordinary director of the Executive Board on 11
August 1998 by the then Minister and was subsequently re-appointed to the Board for the
period from 1 May 2002 to 30 April 2007.

My Department has no record of any representations received regarding the appointment of
Mr. Fitzpatrick to the Board of the Authority.

Planning Issues.

785. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if local authorities had the legal power, prior to the Planning and Development
Act 2000, to remove a site from a development zone which had previously been within the
boundary. [15170/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): As
indicated in the reply to Question No. 363 of 9 March 2010, the making of a development plan
has been a reserved function of the locally elected members of a planning authority since the
introduction of planning legislation in 1963. In making a development plan under current and
previous legislation, it has been a matter for the elected members to decide the allocation of
specific development plan objectives for the use of land for specific purposes, otherwise known
as zoning, whether in urban or rural areas.

Under previous and current planning legislation, it was and remains a matter for locally
elected members of a planning authority to decide whether lands lie inside or outside the
development boundaries of specific places or areas at the time of making the development
plan concerned.

The Planning and Development Act 2000 introduced a further provision under Section 10(8)
to clarify that there is no presumption in law that any land zoned in a particular development
plan (including a development plan that has been varied) should remain so zoned in any sub-
sequent development plan.

Social Welfare Benefits.

786. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Govern-
ment the reason a person (details supplied) in County Kildare in receipt of back to education
allowance has to obtain a rent subsidy payment for a housing association apartment; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [15171/10]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Deputy Michael Finneran): In the case of family-type accommodation provided by approved
voluntary and co-operative housing bodies, under my Department’s Capital Loan and Subsidy
Scheme (CLSS), tenants are drawn from the local authority housing waiting list and rents are
largely based on the local authority Differential Rents Schemes. Under the CLSS the appli-
cation of the rent formula as set out in the scheme may be modified, at the discretion of the
approved housing body, in particular respects where they consider this appropriate. Rent pay-
able under the scheme by a tenant to an approved housing body is based on household income
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in the previous tax year. Where this would result in hardship arising from a fall in income due
to loss of employment, disability etc, the rent may be adjusted accordingly.

In the case of accommodation provided under my Department’s Capital Assistance Scheme
(CAS), which is aimed at persons with special housing needs such as older people, the homeless
or persons with an intellectual or physical disability, rents are charged at a reasonable rate
having regard to tenants’ income. In cases where an approved housing body contributes a
minimum of 5% of the capital cost of a CAS funded project, the approved body may retain
nomination rights, outside of the local authority waiting list, for up to 25% of the units. In
these circumstances, the normal landlord/tenant arrangements apply, including in relation to
rent, and tenants in receipt of a social welfare or Health Service Executive payment may also
qualify for a rent supplement from the Department of Social and Family Affairs.

My Department understands that the approved housing body in this case will review the
tenancy arrangements with the person concerned to ensure that the appropriate rent formula
is applied.

Housing Legislation.

787. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government when section 22(3) of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 is due to
come into operation; if he is satisfied that all local authorities will be in a position to comply
with provisions in this section; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15172/10]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Deputy Michael Finneran): As part of the phased implementation of the Housing
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, the intention is to commence section 22 of the Act in the
coming months. Subsection (3) provides for the making by housing authorities, within one year
of commencement of the section, of allocation schemes determining the order of priority for
the allocation of social housing. Taking account of the fact that allocation schemes will replace
the existing schemes of letting priorities made by housing authorities under section 11 of the
Housing Act 1988, I am satisfied that the authorities will be in a position to comply with the
provisions of section 22 of the 2009 Act.

Waste Management.

788. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government his views on whether the measures adopted in the Waste Management
(Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment) Regulations 2005 have been sufficient to encour-
age and facilitate consumer recycling of electrical and electronic waste; the process by which
the effectiveness of the regulations is being evaluated; his plans to bring in additional measures
to further incentivise recycling of these products; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [15202/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
Under the terms of the WEEE Directive, financing the environmentally sound management,
including recycling, of waste electrical and electronic equipment is solely a producer responsi-
bility. Two collective compliance schemes, functioning under the responsibility of producers,
are operating in Ireland.

These compliance schemes, WEEE Ireland and the European Recycling Platform, are
responsible for ensuring that all recovered household WEEE is managed in an environmentally
sound manner and for putting in place tracking and auditing systems for materials recovery in
line with the requirements of the Directive. The compliance schemes are also responsible for
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the procurement of the environmentally sound management, including recycling, of all house-
hold WEEE deposited at designated collection points. These include civic amenity facilities
and retail outlets. The compliance schemes report that circa 9kg per capita of household WEEE
is being collected for recycling per annum; this is over double the prescribed 4kg target as set
out in the WEEE Directive and indicates that Ireland has had significant success in imple-
menting this Directive.

Retailers are required by law to take back WEEE free of charge on a one-for-one, like-for-
like, basis from householders. Where a replacement product is bought over the counter,
retailers must take back the old product in-store, either at the time of sale or within a maximum
of 15 days of the date of sale. Where a replacement product is delivered, retailers must take
back the old product, if ready for immediate collection, on completion of the delivery or within
a maximum of 30 days of the date of delivery. Each local authority must also accept household
WEEE free of charge at its civic amenity facilities.

Retailers can have their premises designated as ‘WEEE collection points’ or deposit house-
hold WEEE free of charge at local authority civic amenity facilities. There are currently in
excess of 600 ‘WEEE collection points’ including both retail outlets and civic amenity facilities.
Retailers are obliged to notify purchasers of these take back arrangements. Information on the
WEEE take back system is available on my Department’s web site — www.environ.ie

The WEEE Monitoring Group, which is made up of representatives from relevant industry
and public sector stakeholders, oversees the implementation and operation of the WEEE
Directive in Ireland. My Department continues to work with relevant stakeholders through
this Group to ensure that Ireland continues its strong track record of performance versus our
EU targets for WEEE recovery and recycling.

Local Authority Housing.

789. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government his plans to facilitate persons who cannot maintain contact with their chil-
dren in the aftermath of a relationship breakdown due to insufficient accommodation; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [15301/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
The allocation of local authority housing is a matter for each individual local authority. It is a
matter for the relevant authority to assess whether applicants are in need of housing and to
prioritise the needs of households in accordance with the authority’s scheme of letting
priorities.

Environmental Policy.

790. Deputy Pádraic McCormack asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government the steps he will take to eliminate the plant Lagarosiphon Major or African
Pondweed which is very prevalent in Lough Corrib (details supplied); and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [15330/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
Lagarosiphon major, also known as the curly-leaved pondweed, is a native of southern Africa.
It has been widely sold for many years as an oxygenating plant for garden ponds and aquaria.
However, it is viewed as a major threat to Irish lakes and their associated wildlife since it
became established in Lough Corrib in 2005.

My Department has been working on this matter for some time with the Central Fisheries
Board, the Western Regional Fisheries Board, the Office of Public Works and Galway County
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Council, and provided funding to the Central Fisheries Board in 2007 to purchase a weed
cutting boat which is dedicated exclusively to removing Lagarosiphon major in Lough Corrib.
I provided additional funding of €200,000 in 2008 to the Central Fisheries Board for work
involving the removal and control of Lagarosiphon major in the lake.

Last year the Central Fisheries Board was successful in its bid to the EU LIFE+ Fund for a
project to tackle Lagarosiphon major and other invasive species in Irish waterways including
Lough Corrib, over a four year period. The project will receive funding of €1.5m, of which
50% is EU-funded and the other 50% is funded by my Department.

Planning Issues.

791. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government when he will establish the proposed investigation into planning decisions by a
number of local authorities throughout the country; if he will provide details of the local auth-
orities involved in the investigation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15339/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): I
recently announced my intention to undertake a review of certain planning functions under-
taken by local authorities. The review is being initiated against the backdrop of the experience
and approach taken by local authorities in the application of planning guidance on development
plans and development management which were issued by my Department in mid 2007. In
addition, I have received a number of representations from members of the public and non-
governmental organisations expressing concern in relation to, inter alia, the preparation of
development plan policies, the degree to which such policies take account of national policy
and guidance and how decisions on planning applications are assessed in accordance with poli-
cies set out in individual development plans and the criteria contained in planning legislation.

The scope and terms of reference for the review are currently being finalised.

Dublin Docklands Development Authority.

792. Deputy Phil Hogan asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the financial consequences for the Dublin Docklands Authority in respect of his
agreement to extend the financial guarantee arising from the purchase of the Irish Bottle Glass
site which he approved in March 2009; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[15341/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
Under Section 30 of the Dublin Docklands Development Act 1997 (as amended) and subject
to the approval of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, given
with the consent of the Minister for Finance, the Authority may borrow money up to its statu-
tory limit for current or capital purposes.

As indicated in the reply to Question No. 409 of 2 March 2010, the Authority received
sanction from the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in October
2006 to borrow up to the statutory limit of €127 million for the purposes of property acquisition,
primarily in connection with the impending acquisition of the Irish Glass Bottle site. This
sanction was granted with the consent of the Minister for Finance. I understand that, as part
of the IGB acquisition, the Authority provided to the funding banks a two-year bank guarantee
to the value of €26m in respect of certain possible defaults. In March 2009, a new guarantee
for €29.1m was signed by the DDDA, the increase from the original €26m reflecting additional
monies borrowed in the interim to fund remediation works. It is my understanding that the
Board made the commercial decision to sign the new guarantee on the basis that it was
operating within its overall sanction to borrow up to its statutory limit of €127m.
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Heritage Sites.

793. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the status of the nomination of Clonmacnoise, County Offaly, for inscription as a
world heritage site; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15513/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
Ireland’s new Tentative List of potential nominees to the World Heritage List has been submit-
ted to UNESCO. The Monastic City of Clonmacnoise and its Cultural Landscape is included
on the new List. Clonmacnoise is also included on the List in the Early Medieval Monastic
Sites series.

A Tentative List is an inventory of properties situated on its territory which a State Party to
the World Heritage Convention, such as Ireland, considers suitable for inscription on the World
Heritage List. For each property on Ireland’s new Tentative List, a standard form was submit-
ted to UNESCO, in accordance with its guidelines. Each form contains the name of the prop-
erty, geographical location, brief description and justification of its outstanding universal value.
The submission of the Tentative List to UNESCO is a different process to that of the nomi-
nation of a property to the World Heritage List. Such a nomination takes considerable time to
prepare and each property nominated for inclusion on the World Heritage List is subject to
evaluation by UNESCO over, normally, an 18 month period.

In the case of Clonmacnoise, certain key issues, including the scale of the core and buffer
zones of the proposed property, concerns about possible impacts on farming and planning
practices, and concerns regarding the graveyard, need to be explored further with the local
community before progress can be made as regards the proposed nomination to the World
Heritage List.

A meeting will shortly be held between the Clonmacnoise Action Group and my
Department.

Turbary Rights.

794. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if he will permit turf cutting to continue on the 32 designated bogs for the current
season; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15520/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): In
recognition of the difficulties for turf cutters affected by the necessary cessation of turf-cutting
on these sites, cutting has been allowed to continue for more than ten years since these sites
were designated, in order to allow the people concerned to make alternative fuel arrangements.
Given the scientific evidence of the damage to protected habitats in these Special Areas of
Conservation due to turf-cutting and associated drainage, a further derogation permitting turf
cutting to continue on these sites cannot be provided.

I expect to receive the report of the Inter-departmental Working Group on Cessation of
Cutting in Designated Raised Bogs very shortly. I will conclude my consideration of the report
and any recommendations it contains as rapidly as possible, and will then be in touch with
affected individuals and representative groups in regard to the position.

Local Authority Staff.

795. Deputy Arthur Morgan asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the number of jobs lost to date in each local authority area since July 2008; and
the number of jobs lost in each county council since July 2008. [15550/10]
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Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
The table below lists the number of staff employed in each local authority expressed as whole
time equivalents (WTE) as returned to my Department for the end of June 2008 and the end
of December 2009. The table shows the change in staffing levels in each local authority over
the period in question.

End of June 2008 End of Dec 2009 Change

Local Authority

Carlow 386 331 −55

Cavan 492 446 −46

Clare 909 828 −81

Cork 2,964 2,364 −600

Donegal 1,344 1,008 −336

Dun Laoghaire 1,397 1,196 −201

Fingal 1,696 1,490 −206

Galway 1,171 934 −237

Kerry 1,423 1,225 −198

Kildare 1,228 947 −281

Kilkenny 707 568 −139

Laois 441 406 −35

Leitrim 366 303 −63

Limerick 863 739 −124

Longford 392 330 −62

Louth 763 692 −71

Mayo 1,227 1,178 −49

Meath 853 703 −150

Monaghan 481 434 −47

Offaly 538 478 −60

Roscommon 583 551 −32

Sligo 616 530 −86

South Dublin 1,481 1,403 −78

North Tipperary 658 504 −154

South Tipperary 721 655 −66

Waterford 606 566 −40

Westmeath 599 488 −111

Wexford 910 805 −105

Wicklow 922 827 −95

Sub-total 26,737 22,929 −3,808

City

Cork 1,530 1,420 −110

Dublin 7,326 6,480 −846

Galway 564 488 −76

Limerick 599 528 −71

Waterford 491 410 −81

Sub-total 10,510 9,326 −1,184

Overall Total 37,247 32,255 −4,992
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Local Authority Housing.

796. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the reason the non-holding of a stamp four (details supplied) prevents the lodging
of an application for rehousing from being accepted. [15590/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): In
general, non-Irish nationals are entitled to seek housing support from a housing authority on
the same basis as an Irish citizen if they have established a legal right to remain in the State
on a long-term basis or have acquired the right of permanent residence. Such persons would
generally have a Stamp 4 designation on their passports or Garda Registration Cards, although
not all persons with such a stamp designation are entitled to seek housing support from a
housing authority.

Departmental Expenditure.

797. Deputy Jim O’Keeffe asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 656 of 23 March 2010, if he will furnish
the details of the costs, or if not yet available, the estimates regarding foreign travel, accom-
modation and related Ministerial and official costs associated with St. Patrick’s Day 2010.
[15745/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
The following are the actual or estimated costs associated with the travel to China by Minister
of State Finneran and one official for St. Patrick’s Day:

Expense Cost

International Flights €6,666 (actual cost)

Internal Flights €1,193 (estimate)

Accommodation, Shanghai and Beijing €1,284 (actual cost)

Accommodation, Hong Kong €487 (estimate)

Motor travel costs €286 (estimate)

Gifts presented €721 (actual cost)

Travel and subsistence €1,133 (actual cost)

Water and Sewerage Schemes.

798. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if the necessary funding will be allocated to Kildare County Council to enable a
group water scheme (details supplied) to proceed in 2010; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [15766/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
The Water Services Investment Programme 2010-2012 which I published yesterday, provides
for the development of a comprehensive range of new water services infrastructure in County
Kildare. While provision is made to commence contracts to the value of some €160 million in
the county during the period of the programme, it was not possible to include the Ballyna
Regional Water Supply Scheme amongst the priority contracts and schemes selected for
inclusion.

The new programme aims to prioritise projects that target environmental compliance issues
and support economic and employment growth as envisaged in the Government’s policy docu-
ment Building Ireland’s Smart Economy — A Framework for Sustainable Economic Revival.
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A key input to the development of the programme was the assessment of needs prepared by
local authorities, including Kildare County Council, in response to my Department’s request
to the authorities in 2009 to review and prioritise their proposals for new capital works in their
areas. These were subsequently appraised by my Department in the context of the funds avail-
able and key criteria that complemented those used by the authorities. Inevitably, through this
process, certain projects that had been proposed had to give way to others that are more
strategically important at this time.

Waste Disposal.

799. Deputy Phil Hogan asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if he has received complaints regarding a matter (details supplied); if so, the
actions he will take to investigate this matter; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [15792/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): I
have not received any complaints regarding the matter in question. Where such a complaint
arises, it would be a matter for the relevant local authority or the Environmental Protection
Agency, as appropriate, to investigate.

800. Deputy Phil Hogan asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the conditions in place in respect of the transportation and disposal of waste water
sludge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15791/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
While there are no general conditions in place concerning the transportation of waste water
sludge, the collection of sludge requires compliance with the conditions of a Waste Collection
Permit issued under waste legislation. Furthermore, my Department’s Code of Good Practice
for the Use of Bio-solids in Agriculture includes mandatory requirements regarding the trans-
portation of liquid bio-solids and dry solids which are to be used for agricultural purposes.

The re-use of waste water sludge for agricultural purposes is governed by the Waste Manage-
ment (Use of Sewage Sludge in Agriculture) Regulations, 1998 to 2001. The recovery and
disposal of waste water sludge in any other circumstances must be carried out in compliance
with waste management legislation.

Turbary Rights.

801. Deputy Paul Connaughton asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government when a decision will be made on an application in respect of a person (details
supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15803/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
The person in question applied to sell turf cutting rights to the Department in November
2009 but submitted incomplete documentation. My Department is currently in touch with the
applicant’s solicitor in order to obtain the remaining title documents necessary for the sale
to proceed.

Waste Disposal.

802. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government in view of the uncertainty over the proposed incinerator plant at Ringsend, Dublin
4 and the fact the Ireland has an obligation under EU Regulation to divert biodegradable waste
from landfill 23% to be diverted by 2010 and 64% by 2016, the provision made in his budget
for the fines that will be imposed if we fail to meet the required targets on time; the level of
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fines that Ireland may have to pay if his Department are unsuccessful in arranging for Ireland
to meet its obligations to divert waste from landfills; and if he will clarify the bodies that will
be liable such as central government or local councils who currently wish to proceed with the
original incinerator plan which will fulfil waste diversion targets if its built; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [15822/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
Potential fines that may be imposed by the European Court of Justice (ECJ) in respect of non-
compliance with EU legislation are determined by a number of variable coefficients, the value
of which is determined at the discretion of the ECJ. Accordingly, it is not possible to predict
specific penalties with certainty for any given breach of legislation, notably legislation in respect
of which the compliance timeframe has not expired.

My focus is on making sure that Ireland meets its obligations and avoids the imposition fines.
A range of policies and measures are already in place, and being developed, to deliver sus-
tainable, resource based waste management policy and practice and to ensure that waste
materials which can be reused and recycled are not drawn to largescale residential waste treat-
ment facilities. I am determined to take whatever further steps may be necessary to ensure
compliance with the Landfill Directive’s targets.

803. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the number of complaints submitted to the Environmental Protection Agency and
local authorities arising from the operation of landfill sites on an annual basis over the past
five years to date; the degree to which a satisfactory follow up was achieved; the extent, if any,
to which no action took place; the reasons therefor; the legislative changes, if any, required in
such circumstances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15825/10]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
The EPA’s report “Focus on Environmental Enforcement in Ireland — A report for the years
2006-2008” summarises enforcement activities including waste related enforcement activities
by both the Agency itself and the local authorities. The full range of waste related enforcement
activities is explained in Chapter 2 of the Report. Relevant extracts may be downloaded from
the Agency’s website, epa.ie or hard copies may be purchased by contacting the EPA Publi-
cations Office by telephone on 01-2680100 or email at publications@epa.ie

While I have no immediate plans for legislation change in regard to enforcement, perform-
ance in this area remains under regular review. In July 2008 I issued a policy direction under
section 60 of the Waste Management Acts, which sets out the required elements of an enforce-
ment policy and requires that policies be directed towards the achievement of outcomes defined
in specific terms such as the cessation of illegal activity by the use of legal powers.

Fisheries Protection.

804. Deputy Brian O’Shea asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources his plans to grant licences to driftnet fishermen who did not avail of the compen-
sation scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15302/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources
(Deputy Conor Lenihan): The primary motivation in aligning the management of the wild
salmon fishery with the scientific advice and the introduction of the appropriate regulations to
cease mixed stock fishing is the conservation of the wild salmon stocks. It is important to afford
every protection to the remaining salmon stocks and to clearly prioritise conservation over
catch in order to fulfil obligations under the Habitats Directive.
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It is not possible to relax the conservation measures other than where river stocks recover
and it is established from the results of the scientific analysis conducted by the Marine Institute
in conjunction with the Central Fisheries Board that significant numbers of fish destined for
other rivers are not intercepted. It should be possible, in those circumstances, to exploit the
identified surplus in rivers, bays and estuaries by all appropriate methods, within the constraints
permitted by the Habitats Directive. It is not envisaged that drift netting in the open seas will
be licensed in the future, due to the indiscriminate nature of such a fishery and its impact on
rivers’ stocks not meeting their conservation limits.

Alternative Energy Projects.

805. Deputy Simon Coveney asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the number of alternative energy generation projects operational or pending
throughout County Cork and Cork city; the length of time each project has been pending; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14502/10]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The
Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) has statutory responsibility for grid connection
offers and for oversight of EirGrid’s grid connection process including the Gate process for
renewable energy. The EirGrid website contains a list of connected and contracted generators,
both wind and non wind generators, and the locations of these throughout the country. EirGrid
and ESB Networks have provided the following specific information relating to Cork City and
County. The information covers the following:

(1) Applications in the queue (with date of application received) — 44 projects

(2) Applications successful in the CER’s direction for Gate 3 (with date of application
received) — 22 projects.

(3) Contracted units (with date that the offer was signed) — 12 projects.

(4) Connected units (operational projects) — 30 projects .

Details of the projects are shown below:

(1) Applications in the queue (with date of application received) — 44 projects

Name Type TSO / MEC Status Application County
DSO (MW) Received

Knockeenbui (1) Wind DSO 25.000 Unsigned Applicant 15-Jan-10 Cork

Dromleena (1) Wind DSO 9.900 Unsigned Applicant 14-Dec-09 Cork

Ardah Wind Farm (1) Wind DSO 16.100 Unsigned Applicant 02-Sep-09 Cork

Monee Cross (1) Wind TSO 18.000 Unsigned Applicant 02-Sep-09 Cork

Clydaghroe (2) Wind DSO 27.000 Unsigned Applicant 25-May-09 Cork

Inchamore Wind DSO 27.000 Unsigned Applicant 25-May-09 Cork

Knockduff Wind DSO 20.700 Unsigned Applicant 17-Apr-09 Cork

Esk North Wind DSO 18.000 Unsigned Applicant 09-Apr-09 Cork

Glendav (1) Wind DSO 9.000 Unsigned Applicant 13-Feb-09 Cork

Inchageela (1) Wind DSO 25.200 Unsigned Applicant 13-Feb-09 Cork

Uctough (1) Wind DSO 54.000 Unsigned Applicant 13-Feb-09 Cork

Knockarranaun (1) Wind DSO 12.000 Unsigned Applicant 12-Feb-09 Cork

Glanta Commons (5) Wind DSO 18.400 Unsigned Applicant 14-Jan-09 Cork

Brosna (1) Wind DSO 25.000 Unsigned Applicant 08-Oct-08 Cork

Ballymartin [Cork] (1) Wind DSO 4.000 Unsigned Applicant 15-Sep-08 Cork
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Name Type TSO / MEC Status Application County
DSO (MW) Received

Carriganish (3) Wind DSO 20.000 Unsigned Applicant 15-Sep-08 Cork

Carrigcannon (2) Wind DSO 3.000 Unsigned Applicant 15-Sep-08 Cork

Brosna (2) Wind DSO 10.000 Unsigned Applicant 08-Sep-08 Cork

Carriganish (1) Wind DSO 9.999 Unsigned Applicant 20-Aug-08 Cork

Carriganish (2) Wind DSO 4.000 Unsigned Applicant 20-Aug-08 Cork

Barnastooka (2) Wind DSO 21.000 Unsigned Applicant 08-Aug-08 Cork

Barnastooka (3) Wind DSO 9.000 Unsigned Applicant 08-Aug-08 Cork

Glanta Commons (4) Wind DSO 13.800 Unsigned Applicant 11-Apr-08 Cork

Glanta Commons (3) Wind DSO 13.800 Unsigned Applicant 11-Apr-08 Cork

Currabwee (2) Wind DSO 16.100 Unsigned Applicant 07-Mar-08 Cork

Coomatallin Wind DSO 10.000 Unsigned Applicant 02-Jan-08 Cork
Independent
Development (1)

Brosneen (2) Wind DSO 48.000 Unsigned Applicant 18-Dec-07 Cork

Brosneen (3) Wind DSO 48.000 Unsigned Applicant 18-Dec-07 Cork

Caherbarnagh (1) Wind TSO 36.000 Unsigned Applicant 17-Dec-07 Cork

Bougaghnacannan (1) Wind DSO 27.000 Unsigned Applicant 14-Dec-07 Cork

Brosneen (1) Wind DSO 24.000 Unsigned Applicant 14-Dec-07 Cork

Knocknagappul (1) Wind DSO 9.999 Unsigned Applicant 10-Dec-07 Cork

Meenachoney (1) Wind DSO 9.999 Unsigned Applicant 10-Dec-07 Cork

Knockduff (1) Wind DSO 33.000 Unsigned Applicant 06-Dec-07 Cork

Knockduff (2) Wind DSO 27.000 Unsigned Applicant 06-Dec-07 Cork

Knockduff Wind Farm Wind TSO 168.000 Unsigned Applicant 26-Nov-07 Cork
(1)

Kealkil (2) Wind DSO 9.900 Unsigned Applicant 21-Nov-07 Cork

Knocknaskagh (1) Wind TSO 54.000 Unsigned Applicant 20-Nov-07 Cork

Bottlehill (1) Wind DSO 39.000 Unsigned Applicant 19-Nov-07 Cork

Mileenboy (1) Wind DSO 30.000 Unsigned Applicant 19-Nov-07 Cork

Bottlehill (2) Wind DSO 21.000 Unsigned Applicant 19-Nov-07 Cork

Muinganine (1) Wind DSO 30.000 Unsigned Applicant 19-Nov-07 Cork

Knockacummer (2) Wind TSO 66.000 Unsigned Applicant 19-Nov-07 Cork

(2) Applications successful in the CER’s direction for Gate 3 (with date of application received) — 22 projects.

Name Type TSO / MEC Status Application County
DSO (MW) Received

Adambridge Biogas DSO 3.00 Gate 3 — Unsigned 06-Jun-08 Cork
Manafacturers Ltd

Cappaboy Beg (1) Wind DSO 6.00 Gate 3 — Unsigned 16-Nov-07 Cork

Cappaboy Beg (2) Wind DSO 6.00 Gate 3 — Unsigned 16-Nov-07 Cork

Glentanemacelligot Wind DSO 34.00 Gate 3 — Unsigned 02-Nov-07 Cork
(2)

Boggeragh (2) Wind TSO 47.70 Gate 3 — Unsigned 13-Sep-07 Cork

Kilberehert (1) Wind DSO 4.50 Gate 3 — Unsigned 13-Jun-07 Cork

Carrignadoura (1) Wind DSO 22.08 Gate 3 — Unsigned 03-May-07 Cork

Kilvinane (2) Wind DSO 5.82 Gate 3 — Unsigned 23-Mar-07 Cork

Cleanrath (1) Wind DSO 16.56 Gate 3 — Unsigned 04-Mar-07 Cork
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Name Type TSO / MEC Status Application County
DSO (MW) Received

Ashford (1) Wind DSO 13.80 Gate 3 — Unsigned 11-Oct-06 Cork

Knockraha (1) Wind DSO 21.60 Gate 3 — Unsigned 19-Jun-06 Cork

Lisbealad (1) Wind DSO 6.00 Gate 3 — Unsigned 22-May-06 Cork

Coomleagh (1) Wind DSO 5.95 Gate 3 — Unsigned 22-May-06 Cork

Dromgarriff (1) Wind DSO 11.50 Gate 3 — Unsigned 27-Feb-05 Cork

Farrannahineeny (1) Wind DSO 4.25 Gate 3 — Unsigned 29-Nov-04 Cork

Barnadivane (1) Wind TSO 60.00 Gate 3 — Unsigned 19-Oct-04 Cork

Coolrus (1) Wind DSO 3.00 Gate 3 — Unsigned 04-Oct-04 Cork

Barrboy (1) Wind DSO 7.80 Gate 3 — Unsigned 28-Sep-04 Cork

Ballyhoura (1) Wind DSO 18.30 Gate 3 — Unsigned 28-Sep-04 Cork

Charleville (1) Wind DSO 5.00 Gate 3 — Unsigned 22-Sep-04 Cork

Rathnacally (1) Wind DSO 2.50 Gate 3 — Unsigned 30-Jul-04 Cork

Castlepook (1) Wind DSO 33.10 Gate 3 — Unsigned 07-May-04 Cork

(3) Contracted units (with date that the offer was signed) — 12 projects.

Name Type TSO / MEC Status Signed County
DSO (MW) Date

Foiladaun (1) Wind DSO 13.80 Contracted 16/07/2009 Cork

Bantry Bay Seafoods (1) Wind DSO 2.00 Contracted 11/11/2008 Cork

Clydaghroe (1) Wind DSO 5.00 Contracted 21/10/2008 Cork

Coolegrean (1) Wind DSO 18.50 Contracted 13/10/2008 Cork

Knockacummer (1) Wind TSO 87.00 Contracted 25/09/2008 Cork

Glentanemacelligot (1) Wind DSO 18.00 Contracted 19/09/2008 Cork

Esk (1) Wind DSO 5.95 Contracted 14/08/2008 Cork

Killavoy (1) Wind DSO 18.00 Contracted 31/07/2008 Cork

Caherdowney (1) Wind DSO 10.00 Contracted 24/07/2008 Cork

Pluckanes (1) Wind DSO 0.85 Contracted 26/05/2008 Cork

Derryvacoreen (1) Wind DSO 17.00 Contracted 21/05/2008 Cork

Coomatallin (2) Wind DSO 3.05 Contracted 14/05/2008 Cork

Burren [Cork] (1) Wind DSO 9.00 Contracted 25/04/2008 Cork

Knocknagappagh (1) Wind DSO 1.70 Contracted 03/12/2007 Cork

Crocane (1) Wind DSO 1.70 Contracted 13/07/2007 Cork

Carriganimma (1) Wind DSO 15.00 Contracted 10/02/2006 Cork

Garranereagh (1) Wind DSO 8.75 Contracted Cork

(4) Connected units (operational projects) — 30 projects

Name Type TSO / MEC Status Grid Connection County
DSO (MW) Date

Bandon Charlt. Res. Hydro (1) Hydro DSO 0.066 Connected Cork

Borlin Valley Hydro (1) Hydro DSO 0.365 Connected Cork

Doorian Hydro (1) Hydro DSO 0.320 Connected Cork

ESB Valoren Project Hydro (1) Hydro DSO 0.768 Connected Cork

Glenlough Generation Hydro (1) Hydro DSO 0.361 Connected Cork

Golagh (1) Wind TSO 15.000 Connected 29/07/1997 Cork
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Name Type TSO / MEC Status Grid Connection County
DSO (MW) Date

Lee Carrigadrohid Hydro (1) Hydro TSO 8.000 Connected Cork

Lee Inniscarra Hydro (1) Hydro TSO 15.000 Connected Cork

Lee Inniscarra Hydro (2) Hydro TSO 4 Connected Cork

Lee Road Hydro (1) Hydro DSO 0.265 Connected Cork

Owenbeg Natural Power Hydro Hydro DSO 0.800 Connected Cork
(1)

Slaheny River Hydro (1) Hydro DSO 0.485 Connected Cork

Tramore Valley LFG (1) LFG DSO 2.000 Connected Cork

UCC Photovoltaic (1) Solar DSO 0.050 Connected Cork

Kealkil (Curraglass) (1) Wind DSO 8.500 Connected 15/05/2006 Cork

Glanta Commons — Ballybane Wind DSO 19.550 Connected 14/07/2008 Cork
(1)

Kilvinane (1) Wind DSO 4.500 Connected 30/04/2006 Cork

Curragh (1) (Coomacheo Ext) Wind TSO 18.000 Connected 01/07/2009 Cork

Lahanaght Hill (1) Wind DSO 4.250 Connected 26/04/2006 Cork

WEDcross (1) Wind DSO 4.500 Connected Sep-05 Cork

Taurbeg (1) Wind DSO 26.000 Connected 27/01/2006 Cork

Bruree Hydro Hydro DSO 0.132 Connected Cork

Glanta Commons (2) Wind DSO 8.400 Connected May-06 Cork

Reenascreena (1) Wind DSO 4.500 Connected Cork

Coomatallin (1) Wind DSO 5.950 Connected 01/01/2005 Cork

Gneeves (1) Wind DSO 9.350 Connected 07/09/2005 Cork

Curabwee (1) Wind DSO 4.620 Connected 29/11/1999 Cork

Milane Hill (1) Wind DSO 5.940 Connected 24/09/2000 Cork

Coomacheo (1) Wind TSO 41.225 Connected 23/06/2008 Cork

Boggeragh (1) Wind TSO 57.000 Connected 01/12/2009 Cork

Full details, on a project by project basis, of all connected generation plants and those with
signed connection agreements are listed in the ‘customer’ section of the EirGrid website.

Electricity Generation.

806. Deputy Simon Coveney asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the requirements for power stations to be dual fuel; if there is a requirement for
power stations to be able to burn alternative fuel sources; if all power stations meet required
directions on dual fuel; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14644/10]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Cur-
rently, on an annualised basis, 60% of Ireland’s electricity is generated from gas. Overall elec-
tricity generation accounts for approximately 65% of our gas demand. The Commission for
Energy Regulation (CER) is the independent body with statutory responsibility for monitoring
and ensuring security of electricity and gas supply. Recognising the interdependencies between
gas and electricity, the Commission undertook a consultation process on secondary fuelling in
2008. Resulting from this process, they published a Decision Paper outlining Secondary Fuel
Obligations on Licensed Generation Capacity in Ireland on 12 January 2009.

Under these obligations gas powered generating plant is required to hold secondary fuel
stocks (distillate oil) on site or in close proximity to generating plant with dedicated pump and
pipeline between plant and storage tank. Fuel stocks must be in usable form and must be

796



Questions— 20 April 2010. Written Answers

sufficient to ensure that baseload plants run for 5 days at 90% capacity and mid merit plants
run for 3 days at 90% capacity. All gas powered generating plant is required to fuel switch
within five hours of a gas emergency being declared by the National Gas Emergency Manager.
Monitoring and testing of this obligation is undertaken by EirGrid, the Transmission System
Operator, on behalf of the Commission. I am advised by the CER that all gas fired power
stations have been verified as being in compliance with these requirements.

Oil and coal fired generating plant is not required to hold stocks of secondary fuel but is
required to hold stocks of primary fuel relative to their size and number of running days. There
is no requirement on peat or renewable generation to hold secondary fuel stocks.

Telecommunications Services.

807. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the steps he has taken and will take to implement the innovation task force’s key
recommendation (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14744/10]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The
Report of the Innovation Taskforce provides a roadmap for one of the five Action Areas in
the Smart Economy Framework and complements the progress which has already been made
on other aspects of the strategy. Specifically, it endorses the Government’s vision for Ireland
as a Global Innovation Hub and suggests that we have the potential to achieve this goal. The
Report has made a wide range of recommendations, some involving new initiatives while others
call for a reinforcement and better alignment of existing efforts and programmes.

I understand that the Government will shortly announce the establishment of a High Level
Implementation Committee to consider and oversee the implementation of the Taskforce’s
Report. This Committee will reflect the recent changes in Departmental structures and
responsibilities which will be supportive in progressing the Taskforce’s recommendations. This
implementation process will also need to take account of resource and other constraints facing
the Government.

Government policy on high speed broadband is set out in “Next Generation Broadband —
Gateway to a Knowledge Ireland”, which I published in June 2009. The policy paper sets out
the Government’s position that investment in broadband infrastructure is normally a matter for
the private sector, facilitated where appropriate and possible by Government. This approach is
consistent with the applicable EU rules regulating the telecommunications sector generally
which prioritise commercial investment over direct market intervention in the form of State
aid. My Department is progressing a variety of initiatives set out in the policy paper to improve
broadband access in the near term. In particular, progress is well advanced on the National
Broadband Scheme, which will ensure every part of Ireland is provided with a broadband
service by the end of this year.

Mindful of the importance of high speed broadband to innovation and entrepreneurship, I
am also keen to facilitate the roll out of next generation networks. The policy and regulatory
environments are helpful in this regard and recent announcements by broadband service pro-
viders have been encouraging with 24mbps, 30mbps becoming available, in addition to 50mbps
already available to residential and business customers of one particular service provider.

Energy Conservation.

808. Deputy Simon Coveney asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if his Department or its agencies are considering introducing a pay as you save
scheme for energy efficiency; when he expects to roll out this scheme; his views on whether
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speculation about such a scheme is delaying energy efficiency projects as consumers adopt a
wait and see approach; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14865/10]

815. Deputy Brian O’Shea asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources his plans for better promotion of the warmer homes scheme and the home energy
savings scheme; if he will provide professional advice to encourage people to avail of these
schemes; if he will introduce a system where people availing of the scheme do not have to
borrow money to pay the contractor in anticipation of the grant; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [15294/10]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 808 and 815 together.

The Home Energy Saving (HES) scheme and Warmer Homes Scheme (WHS) are directed
at two separate sets of homeowners, namely those who wish to undertake energy efficiency
measures and can afford to do so themselves, and those low income households who cannot
afford to undertake the measures. For this reason promotion of the two schemes is very
different.

Under HES, householders can avail of grants of up to 40% of the cost of energy efficiency
improvement measures. Measures included are attic and wall insulation, very high-efficiency
boilers, heating controls and Building Energy Rating (BER) assessments. The latter measure
ensures that homeowners receive informative, professional advice from specially trained BER
assessors, registered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI). The HES scheme
has to date been promoted heavily through a number of national press and radio advertising
campaigns. These campaigns have been supported by ongoing media relations, which have
resulted in high levels of interest in the scheme. The scheme also benefits significantly from
awareness created by the over 2,500 contractors registered to the scheme. It is envisaged that
further direct advertising of the scheme by the SEAI will be undertaken before the summer.

Given the particular vulnerability of the homes eligible for the WHS, this scheme is promoted
through very different channels, primarily referral networks within the community such as GPs,
HSE, St Vincent de Paul Society and MABS. This approach ensures that vulnerable eligible
homes are directly identified and services provided at the earliest opportunity depending on
installer availability. SEAI has in conjunction with a number of key stakeholders in the WHS
published the ‘Well and Warm’ leaflet which highlights the services available. This leaflet has
been distributed widely nationwide and is supported by information on the SEAI website.

In 2009, the WHS was delivered to 19,000 homes, whereas over 18,000 homes benefitted
under HES. Whilst over €75 million has been allocated to the WHS and HES in 2010, my
Department and SEAI are also developing the proposed retrofit programme, announced on
Budget Day, which will further reduce energy costs and carbon emissions in homes and busi-
nesses while creating employment and developing a sustainable market for energy services in
Ireland. The Programme will be the subject of a public consultation next month but in broad
terms it will bring together the HES and the WHS as well as support programmes for business
and the public sector.

This new Programme has the potential to be the most innovative, ambitious, energy-related
initiative ever introduced in Ireland. It will significantly reduce CO2 emissions and contribute
to meeting the national efficiency targets including the target of 33% set for the public sector.
It will also create significant employment in the energy and construction sectors in support of
economic renewal. Various finance models, including a Pay As You Save Scheme (PAYS), will
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be considered as part of the consultation process and it is the intention to introduce a prog-
ramme that will offer the least possible upfront costs to customers.

There is no evidence to suggest that discussions about PAYS or any other model, has had a
negative effect on the level of uptake of domestic energy efficiency grants. In the first six
months of HES, since its launch in late March 2009 up until the publication of the Renewed
Programme for Government, approximately 23,000 applications for grants were made. In the
subsequent six months, since the Programme signalled that a PAYS model would be con-
sidered, the number of applications has increased to almost 27,000 — a total of 50,000 in 12
months. It is the case that pending the finalisation and introduction of the Retrofit Programme,
the HES and the WHS remain fully open for business in 2010.

Departmental Equipment.

809. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the number of personal computers and laptops currently deployed within his Depart-
ment and each agency under its aegis in tabular form. [14876/10]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The
number of personal computers and laptops currently deployed in my Department is as follows:

Description Count

Personal Computers 266

Laptop computers 82

Information technology issues, including the number of computers deployed in State agencies
is a day to day operational matter for the agencies concerned.

810. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the number of photocopiers, laser printers, inkjet printers and multifunctional
devices currently deployed within his Department and each agency under its aegis in tabular
readable form. [14891/10]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The
print devices deployed in my Department are as follows:

Description Quantity

Photocopiers 41

Laser Printers 133

Inkjet printers 16

Multifunction devices 2

Information technology issues, including the number of printers deployed in State agencies is
a day to day operational matter for the agencies concerned.

Departmental Expenditure.

811. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the total spend by his Department and each agency under its aegis on printer con-
sumables (details supplied) for each of the years 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 in
tabular form. [14906/10]
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Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The
total amount spent each year on printer consumables in my Department is as follows:

Year Spend

€

2010 (to date) 10,692

2009 33,344

2008 139,301

The Department was established in June 2007 but I regret that the information requested by
the Deputy in relation to 2007 is not readily to hand. Information technology issues, including
the amount spent on printer consumables in State agencies is a day to day operational matter
for the agencies concerned.

812. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if he will detail, in tabular form, the number of reams of A4 sized paper and A3
sized paper purchased in 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 by his Department and
each agency under its aegis; and the proportion of which is 100% recycled paper. [14921/10]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): It is
the policy of my Department to use 100% recycled paper where possible and I set out below the
details as requested by the Deputy for my Department since the Department was established in
June 2007.

2007 (From June 2008 2009 2010 (To April
2007) 15th)

Number of A4 Reams 2,960 4,520 4,265 1,367

Proportion of which was Recycled 12% 99.2% 99.6% 95.8%

Number of A3 Reams 65 0 70 15

Proportion of which was Recycled 2% N/A 100% 100%

The issue as it relates to bodies operating under the aegis of my Department is an operational
matter for those bodies and one in which I have no function.

Telecommunications Services.

813. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources, further to Parliamentary Question No. 992 of 3 November 2009, if the scheme has
been put in place whereby the European economic recovery programme will be used to provide
broadband access in rural areas; and if not, the timeline decided for commencement of the
scheme. [15033/10]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The
European Commission has set aside a portion of the European Economic Recovery Plan
(EERP) funding for rural broadband initiatives through the European Agricultural Fund for
Rural Development (EAFRD). This funding is being administered by the Department of Agri-
culture, Fisheries and Food, with my Department undertaking the design and implementation
of a scheme which would use this funding to address the issue of basic broadband availability
to un-served rural premises outside of the areas covered by the National Broadband Scheme.
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A total of €13.413m from the EAFRD is available to the rural broadband initiative. This
allocation, being 75% of the total, would mean a total available funding of €17.884m for the
initiative. State Aid approval has been granted by the European Commission as part of the
overall process of securing the necessary approvals and funding for the scheme. With regard
to a proposed date for launch, taking account of the time necessary to design the scheme and
to put the appropriate arrangements in place, I hope to be in a position to launch the first part
of the scheme (identifying and verifying the applicants) in September this year. At that time I
would also expect that an EU Procurement Process will be under way to identify a Service
Provider for the Scheme. On an indicative basis, I expect the Service Provider to be appointed
and roll-out to start around mid-2011 and the scheme to be completed by the end of 2012.

As the scheme is only at design phase, there is no application process at this stage. Infor-
mation relating to acceptance of applications and the process of qualification under the scheme
will be made available in due course when the scheme is launched.

Appointments to State Boards.

814. Deputy Phil Hogan asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if representations were made by him concerning the appointment of a person (details
supplied) as chairman of a television station; if so, whom those representations were from; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15112/10]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): There
is no record of any representations being received by the then Minister for Communications,
Marine and Natural Resources in relation to the proposed appointment of the individual
referred to by the Deputy as chairman of RTÉ in 2005.

Question No. 815 answered with Question No. 808.

Fisheries Protection.

816. Deputy Brian O’Shea asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the position regarding the number of spawners arriving into the River Suir; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [15304/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources
(Deputy Conor Lenihan): The Standing Scientific Committee, in their draft Report on the
Status of Irish Salmon Stocks in 2009 and Precautionary Catch Advice for 2010, advised that
stocks of salmon in the River Suir were below conservation limits. It is calculated that in 2010
the river Suir (including Clodiagh and Lingaun waters) will reach only 96% of its conservation
limit. In order to permit a harvest of fish, the stock has to be shown to exceed the required
number of spawners arriving into the river. The excess over 100% is considered to be a har-
vestable surplus and this surplus determines the total allowable catch. Accordingly, based on
the management advice, no mortality of fish is permissible in the river Suir. This reflects the
status of the stocks of the river this year. This assessment is reviewed annually. If the stocks
improve as a result of the ongoing conservation effort, as had occurred in the River Nore in
2009 for example, it may be possible to permit a harvest of fish in the future.

River Dredging.

817. Deputy Brian O’Shea asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources his plans for the dredging and reclamation of the river at the confluence of the
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Rivers Barrow and Suir from Snowhill to Drumdowney Point, County Kilkenny; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [15306/10]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I am
advised that the matter raised by the Deputy comes under the responsibility of the Minister
for Transport (insofar as development of Belview port is concerned), and the Minister for the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government (in so far as reclamation/dredging permission
is concerned). I have no function in the matter.

Electricity Generation.

818. Deputy Brian O’Shea asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources his plans regarding the future of the oil berth at Great Island generating station,
County Wexford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15307/10]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The
Great Island electricity generating station and associated oil berths are privately owned by
Endesa Ireland and I have no function in relation to the operation of these facilities.

Offshore Exploration.

819. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the details on the search for oil off the coast of Dalkey, County Dublin; the terms
of the licence agreement under which this search is being carried out; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [15536/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources
(Deputy Conor Lenihan): Licensing Option (No. 08/2) was granted to Providence Resources
plc and Star Energy Oil and Gas Ltd over 959 square kilometres in the Kish Bank Basin for 3
years from 18 August 2008 to 17 August 2011. A Licensing Option gives the holder the first
right, exercisable at any time during the period of the Option, to a Petroleum Exploration
Licence over all or part of the area covered by the Option.

During the period of the Licensing Option, companies generally conduct preliminary
research, assess seismic data etc., as by the end of the Option period companies must either
apply for a Petroleum Exploration Licence or surrender the acreage. Any Petroleum Explor-
ation Licence awarded over the area would be subject to a commitment by the licensee to drill
an exploration well in the first three years of the licence. Should this proceed to a commercial
discovery, it will be subject to the revised Licensing Terms for Offshore Oil and Gas Explor-
ation, Development and Production 2007, which provides for a new profit resource rent tax in
addition to the 25% corporate tax rate previously applying. These terms ensure that the return
to the State will increase to a maximum of 40% in the case of the most profitable fields. The
general rate of corporation tax is 12.5%.

Official Travel.

820. Deputy Jim O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources, further to Parliamentary Question No. 671 of 23 March 2010, if he will furnish the
details of the costs, or if not yet available, the estimates regarding foreign travel, accom-
modation and related ministerial and official costs associated with St. Patrick’s Day 2010.
[15742/10]
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Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The
cost incurred by my Department associated with St Patrick’s Day 2010 is approximately €12,110
as set out in the table. This amount includes estimated costs of €1,555 for which invoices have
not yet been received covering Air Travel (€186), Accommodation (€1,160) and Other Costs
(€209). I was accompanied on the trip to India by my Private Secretary.

Cost (Minister Ryan) Cost (Private Sec)

€ €

Air Travel 5,103 5,103

Accommodation 580 580

Other Costs 372 372

Total 6,055 6,055

Telecommunications Services.

821. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if he will make a comprehensive statement on the planned delivery of broadband
to an area (details supplied) in County Donegal; when broadband will be delivered to each
part of this area; his view on the importance of broadband for business and social purposes in
this geographical area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15812/10]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Prior
to the commencement of the National Broadband Scheme (NBS) a detailed mapping exercise
was carried out to help determine those areas that would be included in the scheme and those
who, by virtue of already being substantially served by existing broadband suppliers, were to
be excluded. EU state aid and competition rules govern how states can intervene in areas
where there are existing service providers. Accordingly, the NBS is prohibited from providing
a service in served areas where to do so would give rise to an unacceptable level of market
distortion. The mapping exercise found two broadband suppliers active in the areas cited in
the Deputy’s question and consequently the localities were excluded from the Scheme.

As the Deputy will be aware Ireland’s telecommunications market has been fully open to
competition since 1999 and Government intervention into this market can only happen in the
event of clear market failure as in the example of the NBS. However, it is acknowledged that
even with a fully competitive market and with the full roll-out of the NBS there will still be a
small percentage of premises that will not be capable of receiving broadband services, primarily
due to technical reasons.

The EU Commission has announced the European Economic Recovery Plan (EERP) under
which some funding has been set aside for rural broadband initiatives. My Department is
currently considering the detailed design and implementation of a scheme which would address
the issue of those remaining un-served rural premises outside of the NBS areas, including any
un-served premises in County Donegal. It is hoped to commence the scheme later this year
with the identification of premises not capable of receiving broadband. State Aid approval has
been granted by the European Commission as part of the overall process of securing the neces-
sary approvals and funding for the scheme.

Animal Diseases.

822. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
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total public spend in response to the threat of foot and mouth disease each year for the past
ten years. [15266/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): There is no specific
provision made in the Vote of the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food in respect
of the threat of foot and mouth disease or indeed the threat of any other diseases falling
within the remit of the Department. While the Department operates comprehensive and active
controls to prevent the introduction and spread of a range of diseases, funding for these are
provided for across a range of programmed expenditure in the Vote.

The last outbreak of FMD in Ireland occurred in the early part of 2001, when both the
Department of Agriculture and many other Government Departments and agencies were
actively involved in the measures required to eradicate FMD and to prevent further cases of
the disease. These controls led to the introduction by the Irish Government of a range of
measures that had consequences for economic activity. Following the single outbreak, the
Department commissioned a report from the economic consultants, Indecon, which was pub-
lished in February, 2002. According to the report overall exchequer costs for the outbreak were
estimated at €209.65 million.

Grant Payments.

823. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food when a
person (details supplied) in County Mayo will be awarded the outstanding payments due to
them under the suckler cow welfare scheme. [14522/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The person named
applied for 18 animals under the 2008 Suckler Welfare Scheme. My Department has issued
payments in respect of 15 animals. Of the remaining animals, one was ineligible for payment
as the dam was under 22 month of age at the time of calving. There were outstanding queries
in relation to the remaining 2 animals and the herd owner has previously been notified of these.
One of these was registered outside the statutory limit of twenty-seven days and the dam of
the remaining animal was removed for slaughter before her calf was weaned.

With regard to 2009 payments the above applied for 16 animals under the Suckler Welfare
Scheme. It is a condition of this Scheme that for herds of more than 10 cows the calves must
be weaned in at least two separate groups with each group being removed at a minimum
interval of five days. The applicant did not comply with this condition and, therefore, is not
eligible for payment under the provisions of the Terms and Conditions of the Scheme.

824. Deputy John Perry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if a person
(details supplied) in County Sligo will receive their suckler cow payment; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [14531/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The person named
applied for 20 animals in 2009 under the Suckler Welfare Scheme. It is a condition of this
Scheme that for herds of more than 10 cows the calves must be weaned in at least two separate
groups with each group being removed at a minimum interval of five days. The applicant did
not comply with this condition and, therefore, is not eligible for payment under the provisions
of the Terms and Conditions of the Scheme.

Departmental Staff.

825. Deputy Michael D’Arcy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the

804



Questions— 20 April 2010. Written Answers

number of staff and the grades of these staff who are located in his Department’s office in
Johnstown Castle Estate, County Wexford; the number of staff and their respective grades who
were located in this office for each of the years 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2009; if he will
detail the year in which the greatest number of the Department’s staff were located in this
decentralised office and also the year in which the least number of the Department’s staff were
based here; if it is the case that there has been a decline in staff numbers, the reason for such
a downturn in view of the decentralisation commitments to the region; the staffing outlook for
the office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14612/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The full time equiv-
alent staffing levels, broken down as requested by the Deputy, in my Department’s office in
Johnstown Castle are contained in the table.

Grade 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 Mid-
April ’10

Services Officer 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.0 4.0 4.0

Clerical Officer 151.1 142.0 127.8 127.5 105.7 101.8 102.9

Staff Officer 15.9 16.7 16.6 16.4 12.6 10.3 10

Executive Officer 84.4 83.4 70.8 72.1 71.5 70.2 62.4

Administrative Officer 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0

Higher Exec. Officer 49.2 50.2 48.2 48.2 48.0 46.8 40.0

Assistant Principal 18.0 18.0 16.6 16.6 17.8 15.8 13.0

Principal 5.0 5.0 4.0 4.6 4.6 4.0 3.6

Agricultural Inspector 4.0 4.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 4.0 3.0

Asst. Agricultural Inspector 3.0 3.0 2.0 3.0 3.0 5.0 5.0

Senior Inspector 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 0.0 0.0

Forestry Inspector — Grade 1 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0

Forestry Inspector Grade 2 2.0 2.0 2.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0

Forestry Inspector Grade 3 7.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 5.0 5.0 2.0

Supervisory Agricultural Officer 5.0 5.0 5.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0

Area Superintendent 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 2.0 2.0 1.0

Veterinary Inspector 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0

Sen. Super. Vet. Inspector 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.0

Telephonist 1.0 2.0 2.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0

Total 355.4 345.1 311.8 311. 2 287.2 277.9 254.9

Staffing levels in Johnstown Castle were at their highest in 2004. While staff numbers there
have decreased by 100 since that time, this is reflective of the staffing trend across my Depart-
ment generally where overall staffing levels have decreased by over 750 since the end of 2004.
As the Deputy is aware, a moratorium on recruitment and promotion has been in place since
27 March 2009. My Department is continually reviewing its functions and resources in light of
changing circumstances.

Grant Payments.

826. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food when payment
will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [14613/10]
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Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): It is intended that
the annual forestry premium payment will issue to this applicant before the end of April 2010.

827. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the reason
payment was not awarded to a herdowner (details supplied) in County Tipperary under the
suckler grant scheme for 2008; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14633/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The person named
has 22 animals for consideration under the 2008 Suckler Welfare Scheme. Payment has already
issued in respect of 6 of these animals. Under the scheme validation procedures carried out by
my Department, errors were detected in the case of the remaining 16 animals. These errors
have now been resolved and payment will issue to the applicant shortly.

Aquaculture Licences.

828. Deputy Tom Sheahan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food when an
organisation (details supplied) in County Kerry will be awarded their aquaculture licence; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14637/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): This matter relates
to an application for an Aquaculture and Foreshore Licence for 3 marine sites in County Kerry.
I am precluded from making a determination in relation to two of the three sites applied for
because of non-compliance by the applicant with the relevant statutory provisions, in particular
section 4 of the Fisheries and Foreshore (Amendment) Act 1998. The applicant has been
fully informed in writing of the issues, including the requirement to take remedial action. My
Department is continuing to process the application for a licence in relation to the third site.
Every effort is being made by my Department to expedite the determination of the application
for the third site having regard to the need to comply fully with all relevant national and
EU legislation.

Crop Losses.

829. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the acre-
age and extent of the damage caused by the extreme severe winter weather conditions to the
fruit production sector here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14645/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): Following a prelimi-
nary assessment of the crop losses caused by the severe weather conditions in January, I
announced, in February, the introduction of a limited scheme of financial assistance to certain
potato and field vegetable growers who have suffered significant losses of produce due to frost
damage. It is not proposed to extend the scope of the scheme to include fruit producing plants.

Animal Welfare.

830. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if he
will support a matter (details supplied). [14649/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): Matters relating to
the Dog Breeding Legislation come within the remit of my colleague, Mr. John Gormley, T.D.,
Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. With regard to the Animal
Health and Welfare Bill, the position is that an Animal Health and Welfare Bill which will
give effect to commitments in the Programme for Government and the Renewed Programme
for Government on issues relating to animal health and welfare is being prepared in my Depart-
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ment. The new legislation will amend and consolidate legislation in the area of animal health,
particularly to reflect the changed disease status of our animals. Existing legislation will also
be updated to ensure that the welfare of all animals, including non-farm animals is properly
protected and that the penalties for offenders are increased significantly. The Bill also provides
for the consolidation of responsibility for the welfare of all animals (including non-farm
animals) within my Department. I intend to submit the proposed heads of this Bill to the
Government at an early date.

Rural Environment Protection Scheme.

831. Deputy Paul Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if a
person (details supplied) in County Galway will be entitled to their full REP scheme payments
as well as the full entitlement under the recently announced REP scheme; if his attention has
been drawn to the fact that the applicant is just exiting REPS 3 and is not allowed to join
REPS 4; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14707/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The person named
completed his five-year REPS 3 contract on 30 September 2009. REPS 4 was closed to new
applicants in July 2009. However, the person named may submit an application under the new
Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS) before 17 May 2010.

Grant Payments.

832. Deputy Paul Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
reason a reactor grant has not issued to a person (details supplied) in County Galway; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [14711/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The holding of the
person concerned has been restricted under the TB and Brucellosis Eradication Scheme since
8 October 2009. A reactor retest was carried out on 17 December 2009, where one reactor was
disclosed and was slaughtered on 5 January 2010. As outlined in the Important Information
for Farmers booklet, which is issued to all herdowners at the time of restriction, the amount
to be paid by the Department under the On Farm Market Valuation Scheme, which is the
difference between the on-farm market value of the animal concerned and the price paid to
the farmer by the slaughter plant, can only be calculated and paid by the District Veterinary
Office following receipt of a factory docket from the herdowner. In this case, the herdowner
has not yet submitted the factory docket. The District Veterinary Office has now contacted the
herdowner regarding his difficulty in supplying the factory docket and is assisting him with the
procurement of this documentation with the view to processing the payment.

833. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if there
are outstanding payments due to the estate of a deceased person (details supplied) in County
Mayo; if so, when will these payments be awarded. [14802/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): As the herd-owner
named is deceased, his estate is governed by normal testamentary law and practice. In these
circumstances it is not possible for my Department to divulge information regarding any aspect
of the deceased person’s estate to a third party, even where such person is a family member.
Nor does the status of herd-keeper entitle the first person named to such information.

Details of the deceased person’s involvement with the Department including whether there
are outstanding payments due may only be given to the legal representative of the deceased
or to the solicitor administering the estate on behalf of the legal representative. If the legal
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representative or solicitor administering the estate requires assistance or advice in relation to
any aspect of the deceased person’s involvement with the Department, they should make con-
tact with the recently established Inheritance Enquiry Unit at:

Inheritance Enquiry Unit

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food

Eircom Building

Knockmay Road

Portlaoise

Co. Laois.

Lo-call: 1890 200 560

Email inheritance@agriculture.gov.ie

Please note that the Department will require written confirmation that such person is the legal
representative of the deceased or is the solicitor administering the estate.

Animal Welfare.

834. Deputy Pat Rabbitte asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the increase in unlicensed and abandoned horses in the greater Dublin
area and the difficulties that local authorities have in fulfilling their animal control responsibil-
ities under the Control of Horses Act; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[14803/10]

838. Deputy Pat Rabbitte asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the fact that there is cruelty to horses in some areas of Dublin; if his
attention has further been drawn to the fact that in the Clondalkin area a number of horses
are believed to have died from malnutrition; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that
the local authorities are not equipped to deal with this problem; his views on whether changes
to legislation are necessary to deal with this issue; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [14869/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 834 and 838 together.

It is clear from meetings held in recent months between officials of my Department and
representatives of Local Authority Veterinary Inspectors, Animal Welfare Organisations and
the Horse Industry that there is an increase in the number of reported horse welfare problems
including an increasing risk of abandonment of horses. Local Authorities have extensive powers
under the Control of Horses Act 1996 which was enacted to address problems caused by wan-
dering horses in urban and rural areas. The Act provides for a comprehensive range of
measures and enables local authorities to, inter alia, designate control areas; require the licens-
ing of horses within such areas; seize and detain stray and unlicensed horses; confiscate horses,
which stray repeatedly; dispose of horses seized; and, maintain a register of horses licensed and
seized. The Act also contains provisions on the identification of horses and criminal liability
for permitting or causing a horse to pose a danger to persons or property.

I have been in touch with my colleague Mr. John Gormley TD, Minister for Environment,
Heritage and Local Government in regard to the implementation of the Control of Horses Act
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1996 to underline how the ongoing effective implementation of this Act by Local Authorities
can assist with reducing potential horse welfare problems developing particularly with regard
to those horses that are being abandoned. My Department’s statutory responsibility extends to
the welfare and protection of farmed animals only i.e. animals normally bred or kept for the
production of food or for use in or for the purpose of farming. This legislation is enforced under
the Protection of Animals Kept for Farming Purposes Act 1984 and the European Communities
(Welfare of Farmed Animals) Regulations 2008. The main statutes governing cruelty to all
animals, including horses, in this country is the Protection of Animals Acts 1911 and 1965.
Responsibility for pursuing cases under this legislation rests with An Garda Síochána, who may
on receipt of a complaint investigate and bring a prosecution against any person alleged to
have committed an offence under this Act.

My Department also provides funding in the region of €2m per annum to assist Local Auth-
orities in their work in implementing the Control of Horses Act. Mindful too of the valuable
work being done by welfare organisations throughout the country and as a contribution towards
the cost of their activities in the forthcoming year, I provided funding of €1.185 million to assist
them in their work in 2010. I also urged those welfare organisations that have the capacity to
deal with larger animals to consider placing greater resources in promoting horse welfare.

My Department is also nearing finalisation of the heads of an Animal Health and Welfare
Bill which gives effect to commitments in the Programme for Government on issues relating
to animal health and welfare including the updating of existing legislation to ensure that the
welfare of all animals, including non-farm animals is properly protected and that the penalties
for offenders are increased significantly. The Bill also provides for the consolidation of
responsibility for the welfare of all animals (including non-farm animals) within my
Department.

Horticulture Industry.

835. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if he will
support the development of the horticulture industry in 2010; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [14804/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): My Department con-
tinues to support the development of the horticulture sector in Ireland. This support has been
primarily provided through the grant aid scheme of Investment Aid for the Development of
the Commercial Horticulture Sector under the National Development Plan 2007-2013. Funding
provided under the scheme underpins capital investment on farms that will facilitate environ-
mentally friendly practices, improve working conditions, improve the quality of produce or
promote diversification of activities. This investment contributes significantly to the growth and
development of the horticulture sector across all areas including the protected crops, field
vegetables, nursery crops, mushrooms, soft fruit, apples and beekeeping sectors.

In addition, financial support continues to be available to those producers who participate
in the Producer Organisation (PO) Scheme. This EU Scheme provides an important mechanism
for growers to become part of a larger supply base, to concentrate marketing and improve
quality. Bord Bia also continues to provide support to the horticulture sector in their efforts to
develop new markets by way of assistance in the areas of product innovation and marketing
skills. Bord Bia is also involved in a number of campaigns to promote demand for horticultural
produce including the Incredible Edibles. The Incredible Edibles is an educational initiative
for primary school children that is funded by industry, and Bord Bia and facilitated by the
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Department. This initiative aims to increase fresh fruit and vegetable consumption as part of a
healthy diet.

Fishing Industry Development.

836. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food his views
on the proposal, being examined by his Department, to change existing legislation to allow sea
bass to be fished commercially off the coast here; if a decision on this matter is imminent; if
he has received a request for a meeting to discuss the matter from a group (details supplied);
if so, his plans to meet this group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14805/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The Federation of
Irish Fishermen (FIF) has made a proposal to my Department concerning a limited Sea Bass
fishery in the Celtic Sea. In order to give the fullest consideration to this proposal, advice has
been sought and received from both the Marine Institute and the Sea Fisheries Protection
Authority. In coming to a determination on what is a very complex matter, I am very conscious
of the need to maintain the current level of protection afforded to the inshore Sea Bass fishery.
This factor is also recognised by the FIF which gives an assurance in its proposal, that the
inshore Sea Bass fishery around our coast will not be the target of commercial fishing. The FIF
has specifically proposed that vessels would be permitted to land only Sea Bass caught south
of (51.30’N) in area VII, which is an area approximately 50 KM off the SE coast of Ireland.

In addition to the advice received above, a decision on the matter will take account of the
views of all stakeholders, including anglers. Minister Killeen wrote to Minister Lenihan in the
Department of Energy, Communications and Natural Resources, who has responsibility for
inland fisheries, seeking his views on this proposal and Minister Lenihan has provided those
observations. I am currently considering the proposal together with the advice, observations
and submissions made to date, in order to determine whether sufficient information is available
in order to reach a determination on the matter. I can confirm that Minister Connick has
received a request for a meeting on the issue from the group listed and he will be prepared
to meet the group if he considers that such a meeting will assist in his consideration of the
issues involved.

Grant Payments.

837. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food when
a person (details supplied) in County Mayo receive their REPS 4 payment; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [14823/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): My officials have
been in contact with the person named and are awaiting documentation from him. As soon as
the requested documentation is received, processing of the application will resume.

Question No. 838 answered with Question No. 834.

Departmental Equipment.

839. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
number of personal computers and laptops currently deployed within his Department and each
agency under its aegis in tabular form. [14875/10]
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Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The number of per-
sonal computers and laptops currently deployed in my Department is

Personal Computers Laptop Computers

4,309 584

In relation to agencies under the aegis of my Department, the number of personal computers
and laptops currently deployed in those agencies is an operational matter for the agencies
themselves.

840. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
number of photocopiers, laser printers, inkjet printers and multifunctional devices currently
deployed within his Department and each agency under its aegis in tabular readable form.
[14890/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The number of photo-
copiers, laser printers, inkjet printers and multifunctional devices currently deployed in my
Department is

Equipment Number

Photocopiers/Multifunctional devices 410

Laser printers 450

Inkjet printers (Standalone Printers) 560

In relation to agencies under the aegis of my Department, the number of photocopiers, laser
printers, inkjet printers and multifunctional devices currently deployed in those agencies is an
operational matter for the agencies themselves.

Departmental Expenditure.

841. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the total
spend by his Department and each agency under its aegis on printer consumables (details
supplied) for each of the years 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 in tabular form.
[14905/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The information
requested for the years concerned is not readily available but will be collated and forwarded
directly to the Deputy.

Departmental Equipment.

842. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if he will
detail in tabular form, the number of reams of A4 sized paper and A3 sized paper purchased in
2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 by his Department and each agency under its aegis;
and the proportion of which is 100% recycled paper. [14920/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The number of reams
of A4 and A3 sized paper purchased in 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 by my
Department and the proportion of which is 100% recycled paper is
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[Deputy Brendan Smith.]

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 — to date

A4 Paper 62,384 63,863 58,405 56,967 12,449

A3 Paper 1,155 810 320 0 0

Total

Recycled (% of Total) 0.0% 0.0% 40.12% 57.02% 48.80%

In relation to agencies under the aegis of my Department, the number of reams of A4 and A3
sized paper purchased in 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 (and the proportion of
which is 100% recycled paper) is an operational matter for the agencies themselves.

Food Industry.

843. Deputy Mary Wallace asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the guide-
lines of the Food Dudes Programme; the names of the schools participating in this programme;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14941/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The Food Dude prog-
ramme is operated by An Bord Bia on behalf of the Department.

The Programme was developed by researchers at the Bangor Food Research Unit (BRFU)
in the School of Psychology at the University of Wales as a way of promoting increased con-
sumption of fruit and vegetables. The programme is based on taste exposure, modelling and
rewards. Children at primary level are provided with portions of fruit and vegetables (baton
carrot, sliced cucumber etc.) at regular intervals over a period of 16 days. During this time,
they have the opportunity to taste 4 different fruits and 4 different vegetables and to see videos
featuring peer models (the Food Dudes) who frequently eat and enjoy fruit and vegetables.
Celebrity video clips featuring children’s television presenters, sports personalities and pop
groups endorse the message. Children who successfully complete the programme receive cus-
tomised food dude rewards.

In the second phase, lunch boxes designed for fruit and vegetables are distributed to the
children and parents are encouraged to provide them with fruit & vegetables daily. Teachers
maintain a wall chart in each class to motivate children to include fruit & vegetables in their
lunch box each day. Rewards are gradually phased out as consumption patterns are established.
The supportive role of parents and teachers is very important. Both have rated the programme
very highly in annual evaluation surveys. The programme was also identified in the Report of
the Obesity Task Force as an evidence-based measure to promote healthy eating.

Schools are selected on a cluster basis for logistical reasons and participation is voluntary.
All primary schools in the cluster are invited to participate. Schools participate on an all-school
basis with all pupils in a school participating in the year in which the programme is run in the
school. To date 1,485 schools and 213,541 pupils have participated. Over 380 schools will partici-
pate in 2010. A full list of schools currently participating is available on the website www.food-
dudes.ie. For 2010 the budget of €2.5 million in 2010 includes EU funding of €500,000.

Grant Payments.

844. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food further to
a meeting between a Department official and a person (details supplied) in County Mayo,
when the matter will be progressed. [14946/10]
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Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): A Scheme has been
approved allotting one share to the person named and he will be contacted shortly in this
regard.

845. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food further to
Parliamentary Question No. 945 of 19 January 2010, the position regarding an application in
respect of a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [14977/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The person concerned
is an applicant under the Young Farmers’ Installation Scheme. His appeal to the Agriculture
Appeals Office has been successful and his application is now being examined by my Depart-
ment’s inspectorate. He will be notified of the outcome shortly.

Aquaculture Licences.

846. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food further to
Parliamentary Question No. 943 of 19 January 2010, if he has determined all the outstanding
cases; when a decision will issue on the application; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [14997/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): As indicated in my
reply to Parliamentary Question No. 943 of 19 January 2010 the area for which the licences
are sought is a designated Special Area of Conservation under the EU Habitats Directive and
a Special Protection Area under the EU Birds Directive (Natura 2000 site).

In the case of aquaculture sites located within Natura 2000 areas my Department, in conjunc-
tion with the Marine Institute and the National Parks and Wildlife Service of the Department
of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government is engaged in a comprehensive prog-
ramme to gather the necessary baseline data appropriate to the conservation objectives of these
areas. This process is ongoing. The comprehensive data collection programme together with
the setting of appropriate conservation objectives will enable all new and renewal applications
to be appropriately assessed for the purpose of ensuring compliance with the EU Birds and
Habitats Directives.

Every effort is being made by my Department to expedite the determination of all outstand-
ing cases having regard to the complexities of each case and the need to comply fully with all
national and EU legislation.

Grant Payments.

847. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food when the
balance of a payment will be made to a person (details supplied) in County Mayo. [15073/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): Payments worth €7
million in total are being made to 13,000 hill sheep farmers under the 2009 Upland Sheep
Payment. Payments commenced in early December and, to date, payments worth in excess of
€5 million have issued. The balancing payments, worth €2 million in total, are scheduled to
commence in the coming weeks.

Farm Retirement Scheme.

848. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food when a
person (details supplied) in County Cork will be approved for benefit under the early retire-
ment scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15075/10]
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Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The application from
the person named is currently being examined in my Department. The applicant will be
informed of the outcome once this examination is complete.

Grant Payments.

849. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food when a
person (details supplied) in County Cork will receive their REP scheme payment; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [15076/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): My officials have
been in contact with the person named and this application cannot be progressed until a reply
is received to the letter dated 16th April 2010.

850. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
reason a person (details supplied) in County Cork has not yet received their REP scheme
payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15077/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): My officials are wait-
ing for the person named to reply to a letter sent to him on 9 April 2010. The application will
be processed further as soon as a satisfactory reply is received.

Installation Aid Scheme.

851. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
reason a person (details supplied) in County Cork has not yet received payment under the
installation aid scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15078/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The person concerned
is an applicant under the Young Farmers’ Installation Scheme. Under the terms of the Scheme,
payment of the grant is made once it has been established that the requirements of the Scheme
have been met, including the conditions in relation to property, education and income. The
outcome of my Department’s examination of the application will be made known to the appli-
cant shortly.

852. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food when a
person (details supplied) in County Cork will receive payment in respect of their application
for installation aid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15079/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): Due to the suspension
of the Young Farmers’ Installation Scheme for new applications on 14 October 2008, only fully
completed applications made under the Scheme and received by my Department up to and
including that date are eligible for processing to payment stage.

Grant Payments.

853. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food when a
person (details supplied) in County Cork will have their REP scheme 4 grant paid; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [15081/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): Payment will issue to
the person named within the next ten days.
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854. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
reason a person (details supplied) in County Cork has not yet received their REP scheme
payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15169/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): Payment will issue to
the person named within the next ten days.

Suckler Cow Quota.

855. Deputy Paul Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food when
the 2009 cow welfare scheme will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Galway; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15210/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The person named
applied for 24 animals in 2009 under the Suckler Welfare Scheme.

It is a condition of this Scheme that for herds of more than 10 cows the calves must be
weaned in at least two separate groups with each group being removed at a minimum interval
of five days. The applicant did not comply with this condition and, therefore, is not eligible for
payment under the provisions of the Terms and Conditions of the Scheme.

Beef Industry.

856. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food in view
of the recently identified discrepancies in cattle grading at meat factories, the steps he will take
to address the issue of appropriate payment for the animals which are wrongly graded; if he
will ensure that in view of the more complex grading classification system now in place, that
this matter will not recur; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15245/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): Mechanical grading
was introduced over five years ago in Ireland and is now well established and accepted as an
independent, objective and consistent system for classifying beef carcasses. The mechanical
grading system is objective because it makes use of certain measurements of the carcass by the
machine to determine carcass grade, as opposed to the subjective visual assessment of the
human grader.

Since the introduction of mechanical grading, officials of my Department have carried out
regular unannounced inspections of meat plants to monitor the accuracy and performance of
the grading machines. For example, in 2009 a total of 415 control visits were conducted with
over 41,000 carcasses checked during these visits. On each occasion, the performance of the
machine is compared to the performance criteria laid down in the relevant EU Regulations. I
wish to assure the Deputy that the grading machines continue to operate very well since their
introduction into the meat plants.

The price paid for cattle is a matter for the beef producer and the meat plant. As you are
aware the new pricing grid makes use of sub-classes within each main class. This provides a
more precise assessment of conformation and fat grade than when using main classes only. The
new pricing system aims to reward those farmers who produce a better quality carcass.

Grant Payments.

857. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food when
outstanding payments on the estate of a person (details supplied) in County Cork will be
awarded; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15246/10]
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Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The person named
submitted a valid Single Payment Scheme application under the 2009 scheme year for which
payment has not yet issued.

To allow this payment to be released, my Department requires a copy of Probate or Letters
of Administration which should be forwarded to:

Inheritance Enquiry Unit

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food

Eircom Building

Knockmay Road

Portlaoise

Co. Laois.

Tel: 1890 200 560

If these documents are unavailable, the legal representative of the deceased should make con-
tact with this Unit.

In addition, details of the Holding Account maintained by the solicitor administering the
estate of the person named should be forwarded to the above address. A copy of the relevant
form, ‘Notification of Bank Details for Administration of Estates’, is available on my Depart-
ment’s website under ‘Forms and Downloads’. I have arranged for a copy of this form to be
forwarded to the representatives of the deceased.

Installation Aid Scheme.

858. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food when a
person (details supplied) in County Cork will receive payment under the installation aid
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15247/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The person concerned
is an applicant under the Young Farmers’ Installation Scheme.

His application has now been approved and payment will be issued shortly by my
Department.

Grant Payments.

859. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food when
sucker cow grant will be awarded to a person (details supplied) in County Cork. [15270/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The person named
has 28 animals for consideration under the 2009 Suckler Welfare Scheme. My Department has
now completed the processing the application of the person named and payment will issue
shortly.

Animal Welfare.

860. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food further
to Parliamentary Question No. 620 of 23 March 2010, if there is capital or current funding
available for voluntary run services for dog protection; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [15320/10]
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Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): My Department’s
statutory responsibility extends to the welfare and protection of farmed animals only i.e. ani-
mals normally bred or kept for the production of food or for use in or for the purpose of
farming. This legislation is enforced under the Protection of Animals Kept for Farming Pur-
poses Act 1984 and the European Communities (Welfare of Farmed Animals) Regulations
2008.

My Department does not operate specific schemes of financial assistance for animal welfare
nor for dog protection. However since 1995 my Department has made ex-gratia payments to a
number of organisations directly involved in the delivery of animal care and welfare services.
Many of these organisations are involved in providing direct care and welfare services to dogs.
The funding available to any individual organisation is dependent on resources available and
the level of demand and is therefore intended only as a contribution to the overall costs of the
organisation. Until 2004, these ex-gratia payments were made from residual funds available in
my Department’s Vote at the end of the year. From 2004, specific provisions for this purpose
has been included in and published as part of my Department’s estimates. Since 2005 funding
in excess of €6m has been made to welfare organisations, of which €1.185 million was paid at
end 2009 to assist welfare bodies towards the cost of their activities in 2010.

Grant Payments.

861. Deputy Paul Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if he
will outline when a REP scheme payment will be awarded to a person (details supplied).
[15506/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The person named
has received his full REPS 4 entitlement for 2009. The first instalment of 75% issued on 25
March 2010 and the rest issued on 29 March.

Suckler Cow Quota.

862. Deputy Paul Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food when
the 2009 cow welfare scheme will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Galway; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15507/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The person named
applied for 33 animals in 2009 under the Suckler Welfare Scheme.

It is a condition of this Scheme that for herds of more than 10 cows the calves must be
weaned in at least two separate groups with each group being removed at a minimum interval
of five days. The applicant did not comply with this condition and, therefore, is not eligible for
payment under the provisions of the Terms and Conditions of the Scheme.

Grant Payments.

863. Deputy Paul Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food when
a REP scheme payment will be awarded to a person (details supplied) in County Galway; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15508/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): My officials have
been in touch with the person named. This application cannot be progressed until a reply is
received to their letter dated 18th March 2010.
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864. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if per-
mission will be granted in respect of a project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [15510/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): As the On-Farm
Investment Scheme to which the Deputy refers has not yet been introduced, no application for
grant-aid has been received from the person concerned. I will, of course, ensure that the person
concerned receives an application form when the Scheme is introduced.

Under the terms of all such On-Farm Investment Schemes, it is a strict condition that no work
can commence until written approval has been conveyed to the applicant by my Department.

Harbour Authorities.

865. Deputy Dinny McGinley asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
details of income generated at a port (details supplied) from fishing and other commercial
activities; his plans, if any, to increase fishing and commercial activity in the port; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [15533/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): Fishery Harbour
Centre Fund accounts for 2007 and 2008 are currently being audited by the Office of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. The most recent audited accounts available are for the
year ended 31/12/2006 and show the total income for Killybegs Fishery Harbour Centre to be
€1,604,411. Killybegs Fishery Harbour Centre provides a dedicated service to Fishermen, and
is always open to new and increased business from the fishing fleet as well as other commercial
activity which is compatible with the needs of the fishermen. My Department is conscious of
the potential for further growth at Killybegs Fishery Harbour Centre and will take every oppor-
tunity to implement the recommendations of both the Killybegs Fishery Harbour Centre Mar-
keting Strategy and the Business Plans for the Development of the Fishery Harbour Centres.

Aquaculture Licences.

866. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food further to
Parliamentary Question No. 267 of 28 January 2009, the position regarding an application
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15544/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): My Department has
not received an application for a foreshore licence in respect of works at Doolin Pier.

I also wish to advise the Deputy, that following the enactment of the Foreshore and Dumping
at Sea (Amendment) Act 2009, responsibility for certain foreshore functions has been trans-
ferred to the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government. The functions
retained by my Department include foreshore licensing relating to aquaculture developments
and developments which relate wholly or primarily to the use, development, or support of sea
fishing. All other foreshore licensing functions have been transferred to the Department of
Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

Grant Payments.

867. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food when
he expects a REP scheme payment will issue in respect of a person (details supplied) in County
Cork. [15763/10]
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Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): Payment to the per-
son named is being processed at present and will issue shortly.

Suckler Cow Quota.

868. Deputy Paul Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food when
the 2009 cow welfare scheme will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Galway; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15805/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The person named
applied for 11 animals in 2009 under the Suckler Welfare Scheme.

It is a condition of this Scheme that for herds of more than 10 cows the calves must be
weaned in at least two separate groups with each group being removed at a minimum interval
of five days. The applicant did not comply with this condition and, therefore, is not eligible for
payment under the provisions of the Terms and Conditions of the Scheme.

869. Deputy Paul Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
reason a REP scheme payment has not been awarded to a person (details supplied) in County
Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15807/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): Payment will issue to
the person named within the next ten days.

Suckler Cow Quota.

870. Deputy Paul Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food when
payment under the 2009 cow welfare scheme will issue to a person (details supplied) in County
Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15808/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The person named
applied for 32 animals in 2009 under the Suckler Welfare Scheme.

It is a condition of this Scheme that for herds of more than 10 cows the calves must be
weaned in at least two separate groups with each group being removed at a minimum interval
of five days. The applicant did not comply with this condition and, therefore, is not eligible for
payment under the provisions of the Terms and Conditions of the Scheme.

Grant Payments.

871. Deputy Paul Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if he
will state if a REP scheme plan in respect of a person (details supplied) can be continued; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15809/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): As REPS is now
closed to new entrants, I have decided to change the rules that applied when participants died
in the course of their contracts. Under the new rule, which will apply in the case of the person
named, a survivor of a deceased participant may take over and finish the contract. Detailed
instructions for the new arrangements will issue to my Department’s local offices shortly.

Suckler Cow Quota.

872. Deputy Paul Connaughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food when
the 2009 cow welfare scheme will be awarded to a person (details supplied) in County Galway;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15810/10]
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Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The person named
has 11 animals for consideration under the 2009 Suckler Welfare Scheme. Payment for 3 of
these animals issued to the applicant on 29 January 2010. During the validation process for the
remaining animals, errors were identified and an official from my Department made direct
contact with the applicant with a view to resolving the outstanding matters.

Grant Payments.

873. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the posi-
tion regarding the payment of a forestry grant in respect of a person (details supplied) in
County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15823/10]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The forestry premium
for 2010 will be paid on receipt of a valid Tax Clearance Certificate from the applicant.

Special Educational Needs.

874. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science
when extra provision can be made for special needs assistance in respect of a person (details
supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15144/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): As the Deputy
will be aware, the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its
network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), for allocating resource
teachers and special needs assistants (SNAs) to schools to support children with special edu-
cational needs. The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support.

All schools have the names and contact details of their local SENO. Parents may also contact
their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the contact
details available on www.ncse.ie.

I have arranged for the details supplied to be forwarded to the NCSE for their attention and
direct reply.

Educational Projects.

875. Deputy Mary Upton asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if he
will review his decision regarding cuts to the funding for an organisation (details supplied); and
if she will make a statement on the matter. [15574/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): My Department
has provided funds for over thirty projects in Local Drugs Task Force areas, including the
project specifically referred to by the Deputy. My Department is one of a number of sources
of funding for this project, with the HSE being the main funding provider.

In the context of the budget for 2010 and the difficult fiscal climate, it was decided that
funding for these projects was to be reduced from €3,643,000 in 2009 to €2,461,000 in 2010 and
to cease from 2011.

My Department is currently reviewing the implications of the budget decisions relating to
funding allocations for all of these projects. A key aspect of the review is to determine whether
my Department is the appropriate location for these projects or whether funding should more
appropriately be channelled through another Department or agency. The Department will
submit recommendations for my consideration based on the review which, it is anticipated, will
be completed shortly.
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Schools Building Projects.

876. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and
Science the reason for the delay in building a new school for children with autism at Tinkers
Cross, County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14503/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): I wish to advise
the Deputy that when the acquisition of a suitable site is concluded, the proposed permanent
building project for the school will be considered in the context of the capital budget available
to my Department for school buildings generally.

877. Deputy Seán Power asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
details of the new primary school at a location (details supplied) in County Kildare; the cost
of this project; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14510/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): As the Deputy
will be aware, Phase I of the project to which he refers is currently under construction and is
being delivered as part of my Department’s rapid delivery programme.

The Phase I brief is for 12 mainstream classrooms, 4 special needs classrooms plus other
ancillary accommodation.

Information on the cost of this project is commercially sensitive, therefore it would be inap-
propriate of me to release such information as it could undermine current tender competitions.

School Staffing.

878. Deputy Ruairí Quinn asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if she
will instruct the National Council for Special Education to cease the cost cutting review of
special needs assistants; her views on the harmful impacts that these cutbacks will have on
children with special educational needs; if she will examine the case of a school (details suppled)
in Dublin 4 that is at risk of losing three teachers and five special needs assistants; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [14520/10]

902. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science
the reason a school (details supplied) in Dublin 4 is going to lose five special needs assistants
and three special needs teachers in view of the fact that this is a dedicated special school
catering for children of high dependency with very special needs; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14843/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): I propose to
take Questions Nos. 878 and 902 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is respon-
sible, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), for allocat-
ing resource teachers and Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) to schools to support children with
special educational needs. The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating
such support.

The NCSE is an independent agency with responsibility for determining the appropriate
staffing levels in relation to the support of pupils with special educational needs in mainstream
and special schools. The review of SNA allocations being carried out by the NCSE, through its
network of SENOs is with a view to ensuring that the criteria governing the allocation of such
posts are properly met. This is an exercise in identifying surplus posts which are in the system
and which do not meet the current criteria — posts that have been retained when a pupil’s
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care needs have diminished or where the pupil has left. At the same time the NCSE is allocating
additional posts where the criteria are met. It is not a cost cutting exercise. The terms and
criteria for the SNA scheme have not changed.

Following the review, the SENO advised the school in question that the number of SNA
posts was being reduced from 19 to 16. The school has appealed this decision. There will be
no change to the number of SNAs until after the appeal has been processed by the NCSE. The
school was also advised that teaching posts were at risk due to the current profile of children
enrolled not being in accordance with the school’s official designation. However, the school
was not advised that any teaching posts would be suppressed at this point.

I wish to confirm for the Deputy that my Department is very supportive of the SNA scheme.
It has been a key factor in both ensuring the successful integration of children with special
educational needs into mainstream education and providing support to pupils enrolled in
special schools and special classes. The SNA scheme will continue to be supported.

My Department is concerned to ensure that there is a consistent application of policy in
relation to the allocation of special needs supports across the country. This is all that is hap-
pening at the moment. I do not intend to instruct the NCSE to cease its review or to interfere
in its review process.

I want to take this opportunity to state that the NCSE will continue to support schools,
parents, children and teachers and resources will continue to be allocated to schools to meet
children’s needs in line with my Department’s policy. In cases where adjustments to the staffing
allocation in a school are necessary, the NCSE will liaise with the school authorities regarding
the adjustment process.

School Curriculum.

879. Deputy Ruairí Quinn asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science further
to Parliamentary Question No. 242 of 25 March 2010, if her attention has been drawn to
concerns from an organisation (details supplied) about the proposed introduction of the Project
Maths syllabus into the Senior Cycle in secondary schools from September 2010; if she has
considered that it may be premature to make senior cycle students study a new syllabus when
they lack the required skills in view of the fact that they will have studied the old maths syllabus
at junior cycle; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14535/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): Project Maths is
designed to transform teaching and learning of Mathematics at second level, so that students
will develop instrumental understanding (knowing how), relational understanding (knowing
why), the ability to apply their knowledge and skills in familiar and unfamiliar contexts, and
analytical and creative powers in Mathematics. A key objective is to improve attainment levels
in Maths and to encourage more students to take the subject at higher level.

Project Maths began in 24 schools in 2008 and a national programme of professional develop-
ment is under way for all Maths teachers. Changes are being implemented at junior and senior
cycle simultaneously. The programme will cover all the strands of Mathematics on a phased
basis. Professional development for teachers will continue to at least 2013. Some €5m is being
invested in this area in 2010.

Draft syllabuses are available for Strands 1,2, 3 and 4 of the initiative, and will shortly be
available for the final strand. The syllabuses are published on the NCCA website. Strands 1
and 2 will be finalised in the summer in the light of experience in the project schools, and
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issued to all schools. Teaching and Learning Plans for these strands and a student handbook
to accompany a DVD are available on www.projectmaths.ie

The implementation of Project Maths is not without its challenges and critics. However the
approach has the full support of the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment which
includes teacher union, subject experts, school management, industry and higher education
interests in its decision making structures. It has also been welcomed by the Expert Group on
Future Skills Needs, the National Competitiveness Council, and the Innovation Task Force,
who have all advised that urgent reform in Mathematics is essential to support a competitive
economy in the knowledge society.

Apart from the introduction of Strand 1 Probabilty and Statistics, which is new content for
most schools, the changes in the syllabus mainly relate to methodologies which are designed
to promote better understanding. To take the concerns on board which have been highlighted
during the first year of work in the 24 Project schools, it was agreed that some aspects of
content in Strand 1 in senior cycle would be deferred until students have had the opportunity
to study the content through junior cycle. However, there is a need to implement the new
methodologies in teaching and learning as quickly as possible in order to impact on the maths
competence of students who are shortly due to enter higher education and/or the labour
market.

It should be noted that the website referred to by the deputy has no connection with the
organisation named. My Department is in continuing dialogue with the organisation concerned
on the implementation of the initiative. National programmes of professional development
have been provided for all teachers on a day release basis this year. This is being supplemented
by evening programmes in the network of Education Centres, by on-line resources and a DVD
being sent shortly to all teachers on the Strand Probability and Statistics. Funds have also been
made available this year to provide intensive programmes aimed at teachers who do not hold
a major qualification in mathematics. The investment in professional development will continue
on a rolling basis to at least 2013.

I am satisfied that every effort is being made to support teachers in the implementation of
this important initiative.

880. Deputy Ruairí Quinn asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science further
to Parliamentary Question No. 242 of 25 March 2010, the reason there are an additional five
marks awarded for correctly answering a question under the new Project Maths Sample Paper
compared to the same question asked in the 2005 Ordinary Level Leaving Certificate maths
exam (details supplied); her views on whether that this is a case of grade inflation in the new
syllabus; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14536/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): Marking schemes
for examinations run by the State Examinations Commission (SEC) are developed in accord-
ance with the protocols and processes in place for that purpose in the SEC. In that regard,
reference is made to A Manual for Drafters, Setters, and Assistant Setters available on the
SEC’s website, www.examinations.ie

A marking scheme is developed for each examination annually and provides the means by
which candidates’ answers are assessed accurately and consistently in a given examination in a
given year. Marks allocated to a particular question in the marking scheme for any examination
may vary from year to year. In allocating marks to a particular question or part of question,
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regard must be had for the context in which the item is set in a given year, and the role which
the item plays in the overall examination in that subject in that year.

Approaches taken to teaching and learning in Project Maths differ from approaches taken
to teaching and learning in the current syllabus. As a consequence, the approaches taken to
assessment in examinations also differ, and the marks allocated to a particular item on a Project
Maths examination paper will not necessarily be the same as the marks allocated to a similar
item on an examination paper developed for the current syllabus.

Third Level Admissions.

881. Deputy Mary Upton asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if she
will ensure that any student who has applied for a CAO place will not be disadvantaged and
that their application will be accepted, albeit after the closing date, where there was a require-
ment to supply documentation from the Revenue Commissioners confirming parents’ earnings
in view of the fact that due to the recent industrial action it may not have been possible for a
parent to access the information in time; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[14549/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The Higher
Education Access Route (HEAR) is a third-level admissions scheme for students from socio-
economically disadvantaged backgrounds. The scheme is operated by a number of higher edu-
cation institutions and not by my Department. Admissions to the institutions are regulated by
the institutions themselves. The Deputy may wish to contact the Irish Universities Association
in this instance.

Teaching Qualifications.

882. Deputy Mary Upton asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if she
will address the concerns of a person (details supplied) in relation to the fees payable to the
Teaching Council by part-time teachers. [14556/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): As the Deputy
will be aware the Teaching Council Act 2001 provided for the establishment of a Council for
the purposes of promoting teaching as a profession, maintaining and improving the standards
of teaching, providing for the establishment of standards, policies and procedures for the edu-
cation and training of teachers, and other matters relating to teachers and the teaching
profession.

The Council is a self-funding body and the annual registration renewal fee is payable by all
registered teachers regardless of their employment status and how regularly they teach. I under-
stand that the Council did review the level of fees payable by part time teachers and decided
to leave the standard renewal fee of €90 in place. The fee is in line with that levied by other
professional regulatory bodies which also do not differentiate based on frequency of usage.
Tax relief can be claimed on the full €90 fee by contacting the Revenue Commissioners.

Mitchell Scholarship Fund.

883. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science
the amount spent on each scholar from the Mitchell Scholarship Fund; the salary of the Pres-
ident of the United States Ireland Alliance; the amount spent on expenses; the way that they
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are accounted; and if she will make a statement on the material benefit of this scheme to
Ireland. [14557/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The funding of
the George Mitchell Scholarship Programme is a reflection of the Government’s gratitude for
the significant contribution made by Senator Mitchell to the promotion of peace and reconcili-
ation on the island of Ireland. The Government provided an endowment of IR£2million for
the George Mitchell Scholarship Fund in 1999.

The Mitchell scholars receive an allowance of about $12,700 towards living expenses and a
travel allowance of up to $2,300. Their fees and accommodation costs are met by the colleges
they attend.

Since 2003 the only charge against the income from the Irish Government’s endowment
has been in respect of audit and investment advisory fees. The costs of the scholarships and
administration including salaries have been borne by the US/Ireland Alliance from funds it has
raised from other sources. This includes several million dollars from the US Government.

The attached table sets out the expenditure charged against the income from the Irish
Government’s endowment for the period 1999-2009. This information is taken from the audited
accounts of the Fund which have been laid before both Houses of the Oireachtas.

The George Mitchell Scholarship Fund (Amendment) Act 2010 will enable the Irish Govern-
ment to make further payments up to €20 million over a period of years subject to matching
funding being raised by the US/Ireland Alliance. This additional funding will enable the
Alliance to further strengthen its support for the promotion of US-Ireland and North/South
relations. The programme also ties in well with the objectives of the Strategic Review Ireland
-US relations which was launched in early 2009. The young Americans who study here will be
advocates and agents for the strong US-Ireland relationship among the next generation. The
Mitchell programme will also be a key plank in our efforts to develop education links with the
United States and will increase the profile of Irish institutions internationally. This will be very
important in the context of our plans to put in place a new framework for the promotion of
Ireland as a centre of international education. The Mitchell scholars are likely to later occupy
positions of influence in the United States whether in politics, business or the professions. We
hope that their period of study on this island will create an enduring legacy of goodwill towards
Ireland and be of significant benefit to Ireland in the future.

George Mitchell Scholarship Programme Expenses in US $

1999 (9 2000 2001 2002 2003
months)

Administration 60,522 108,062 119,681 85,803 48,905

Final Interviews 14,217 10,657 8,649 8,897 0

Investment Advisory Fees 0 0 19,054 21,730 19,311

Printing, Publicity, Postage 3,834 16,145 7,124 6,376 0

Stipends 0 11,000 22,000 22,000 11,000

Travel 0 2,182 2,432 0 0

Website design and maintenance 2,587 2,961 2,228 1,241 0

Total 81,160 151,007 181,168 146,047 792,16
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2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Administration 4,580 4,930 5,450 5,209 5,490 5,450

Final Interviews 0 0 0 0 0 0

Investment Advisory Fees 22,980 24,510 27,067 30,158 27,747 11,429

Printing, Publicity, Postage 0 0 0 0 0 0

Stipends 0 0 0 0 0 0

Travel 0 0 0 0 0 0

Website design and maintenance 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 27,560 29,440 32,517 35,367 33,237 16,879

Schools Building Projects.

884. Deputy Olwyn Enright asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
position regarding the provision of a new school (details supplied) in County Offaly; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [14564/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): As the Deputy
will be aware, on 16 February my predecessor announced details of 51 major school building
projects that will appoint design teams this year.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that the major project for the school in question was
included in that announcement. The brief is to provide a new school on the existing site while
retaining the existing PE Hall. My Department will be in contact with the VEC in due course
regarding the procedure for the appointment of a design team.

885. Deputy Ulick Burke asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
progress made to date at a school (details supplied) in County Galway regarding the building
project listed for this school; when they will be allowed to go to tender and construction follow-
ing the delay of this project; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14570/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The project to
which the Deputy refers is currently at an advanced stage of architectural planning.

The progression of all large scale building projects, including this project, from initial design
stage through to construction is dependent on the prioritisation of competing demands on the
funding available under my Department’s capital budget.

The proposed building project will be considered in the context of the Department’s multi-
annual School Building and Modernisation Programme. However, in light of current competing
demands on the capital budget of the Department, it is not possible to give an indicative
timeframe for the delivery of the project at this time.

School Transport.

886. Deputy Bernard Allen asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
reason Bus Éireann are now charging pupils attending a school (details supplied) for the school
bus starting in September 2010 despite the fact that the children of these families have been
attending the school for generations and had never been asked for a payment; and if he will
investigate the situation. [14579/10]
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Minister of State at the Department of Education and Science (Deputy Seán Haughey):
Under the terms of my Department’s Primary School Transport Scheme, pupils who reside 3.2
kilometres or more from, and are attending, their nearest suitable national school as deter-
mined by my Department, are eligible for free school transport.

If the Deputy wishes to provide the names and addresses of the pupils in question, I will
request Bus Éireann to submit a report regarding their eligibility for free school transport to
the school referred to by the Deputy, in the details supplied.

Invoices for pupils who are liable for school transport charges for the 2010/2011 school year
will not issue until July.

Education Schemes.

887. Deputy Brian Hayes asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
position regarding the Donegal Education Centre; the amount of rent paid to date for this
premises; the details of the property owner; the length of the lease agreement in place; her
views on purchasing a premises for the education centre in view of the good value in the
property market; if she will confirm that Donegal is the only education centre in the country
renting a premises; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14634/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The centre which
the Deputy refers to is part of a network of 21 full-time and nine part-time Education Support
Centres throughout the country.

The Centre is currently on a four year lease which currently costs €90,000 per annum and
this lease will expire in 2012. Since the Centre moved into its current premises in 2004 there
has been no change in the rate of the lease. However, the management committee of the Centre
has requested a reduction in the rate and this is currently being considered by the owner.

In view of the current budgetary constraints I am not in a position to provide the Deputy
with a definite date for the acquisition of a site for this Education Centre. The further consider-
ation of site identification and acquisition and any subsequent building project will be con-
sidered in the context of the Department’s capital programme.

There are two other full time Education Support Centres who are currently renting their
premises.

Disadvantaged Status.

888. Deputy Tom Sheahan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
position regarding a DEIS school application (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [14636/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Science (Deputy Seán Haughey):
DEIS (Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools) is my Department’s action plan for
educational inclusion, and provides for a standardised system for identifying levels of disadvan-
tage and an integrated School Support Programme (SSP). The action plan has been rolled out
over the period since 2006. The process of identifying schools for participation in DEIS, was
managed by the Educational Research Centre (ERC) on behalf of my Department and sup-
ported by quality assurance work co-ordinated through the Department’s regional offices and
the Inspectorate. The ERC’s overall approach was guided by the definition of educational
disadvantage set out in the Education Act (1998), as: “. . . the impediments to education arising
from social or economic disadvantage which prevent students from deriving appropriate benefit
from education in schools”.
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In the case of second-level schools, the Department supplied the ERC with centrally-held
data from the Post-Primary Pupils and State Examinations Commission databases. Based on
an analysis of these data, the variables used to determine eligibility for inclusion in DEIS were
as follows:

— Medical card data for Junior Certificate candidates (including Junior Certificate School
Programme candidates) 2002, 2003, 2004

— Junior Certificate retention rates by school for the 1995, 1996 and 1997 school entry
cohorts

— Junior Certificate exam results aggregated to school level (expressed as an OPS “Overall
Performance Scale” — score). This was based on each student’s performance in the
seven subjects in which s/he performed best aggregated to school level for the 2002 and
2003 examination cohorts

— Leaving Certificate retention rates by school for the 1995, 1996 and 1997 school entry
cohorts.

The school to which the Deputy refers was among a number of schools that was judged by an
independent identification process in 2005 not to have a sufficient level of disadvantage among
their pupils to warrant their inclusion in DEIS.

A review mechanism was put in place in 2006 to address the concerns of schools that did not
qualify for inclusion in DEIS but regarded themselves as having a level of disadvantage which
was of a scale sufficient to warrant their inclusion in the programme. The review process
operated under the direction of an independent person, charged with ensuring that all relevant
identification processes and procedures were properly followed in the case of schools applying
for a review. The review was concluded and the results were notified to schools who applied
for the review in August 2006. There was no application for review received from the school
in question.

It is recognised that the majority of schools in Ireland may include among their pupils,
children with disadvantaged backgrounds. In general most schools are equipped to support the
individual needs of children with disadvantaged backgrounds without recourse to supplemen-
tary targeted resources. However, evidence has shown that when disadvantage levels are found
in significant concentrations that schools will require additional supports to supplement their
efforts to address the educational needs of all their pupils.

The main focus of Social Inclusion measures is to retain resources in schools participating in
DEIS, as there is a need to focus targeted resources on the schools serving the most disadvan-
taged communities. This approach is in line with the broad thrust of the recommendations of
the Comptroller and Auditor General which are set out in his report on Primary Disadvantage
of 2006, which recommended that my Department focus its educational disadvantage measures
on those schools serving the most disadvantaged communities.

My Department is currently preparing for the next identification process to select schools
for inclusion in DEIS. A Steering Group has been established and commenced work in January
2009 to identify the variables which best predict achievement in schools. A comprehensive
consultation process to include relevant education stakeholders will be put in place to ensure
that the identification process meets the needs and concerns of all stakeholders.

Special Educational Needs.

889. Deputy Brian Hayes asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if she
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will request the State Exams Commission to review the case of a person (details supplied) for
an assisted reader and associated supports at the upcoming State examinations in view of new
information available. [14640/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The State Exam-
inations Commission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certifi-
cate examinations including organising the holding of examinations and determining pro-
cedures in places where examinations are conducted including the supervision of examinations.

I can inform the Deputy that the Commission operates a scheme of Reasonable Accom-
modations in the Certificate examinations. Applications for such accommodations are submit-
ted by schools on behalf of their students.

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for direct
reply to you.

School Accommodation.

890. Deputy Ruairí Quinn asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science further
to Parliamentary Question No. 14 of 4 March 2010 if her officials will forward the list of 790
schools that have annual rental costs for temporary prefabricated accommodation; if her atten-
tion has been drawn to the fact that it is more than four weeks since the information was first
promised; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14660/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): I am pleased to
inform the Deputy that the requested information will be forwarded to him within the next
few days.

School Staffing.

891. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
reason for the delay in issuing a redundancy payment in respect of a person (details supplied)
as this application is outstanding since August 2009. [14682/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The case to
which the Deputy refers was examined by officials in my Department.

A payment under the terms of the redundancy scheme for Special Needs Assistants as pro-
vided for in Circular 58/2006 is not warranted in this case.

The person referred to by the Deputy is being advised of the position.

Departmental Expenditure.

892. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
estimated cost of rebranding his Department in terms of new stationery and the value of old
stationery that will be disposed of, changes to websites, changes to nameplates and other miscel-
laneous costs due to the name changes of his Department; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [14692/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The costs associ-
ated with the change in title of my Department will be funded from my Department’s current
administrative budget allocation. An estimate of the cost associated with this change cannot be
determined at this stage.

I will forward the information to the Deputy when it becomes available.
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Schools Recognition.

893. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science
if she will revise the decision made by her predecessor not to open Irish medium schools in
2010, particularly in view of the fact that there is a demand for places. [14719/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): Primary edu-
cation has a pivotal role in the preservation and expansion of the first official language. The
promotion of the Irish language has been an important aim of successive Irish Governments
and its place in our education system has been consistently protected. This is reflected in the
fact that in recent years a significant number of new gaelscoileanna have been recognised —
17 in total since 2005.

As the Deputy may be aware the Commission on School Accommodation is currently
reviewing the procedures for the establishment of new primary schools. When my predecessor
announced the commencement of the review he stated that no new primary schools would be
established ahead of the completion of the review and the putting in place of revised procedures
except in places where new schools are warranted because of increased demographics. The
interim arrangements for the recognition of new primary schools, while the review of pro-
cedures is underway, provide that the Chairman of the Commission on School Accommodation
would advise the Minister in cases where more than one patron expresses an interest in opening
new schools in locations where new schools are required to meet demographic trends.

Forward Planning Section has carried out a study of the country to identify the areas where,
due to demographic changes, there may be a requirement for significant additional accom-
modation in future years. This study indicated that for the school year 2009/10 there was no
requirement for any new school entities based on demographic changes. This is not to say that
certain locations were not experiencing an increase in the school going cohort. Following this
detailed analysis it appeared prudent to plan for the establishment of new schools to commence
operation in September 2010 to meet increasing demand in certain identified areas. There was
detailed consultation during 2009 with all patrons in relation to the areas under consideration.
In relation to most of these areas the view of the Gaelscoileanna movement was that there
was not sufficient additional demand for all Irish provision to warrant the establishment of a
new gaelscoil.

There was a specific application for the establishment of a new gaelscoil in Ratoath, Co
Meath. However, after detailed analysis of the increase in pupil numbers for September this
year and of the capacity in existing schools it was not necessary to establish a new school to
cater for the demographic increase. My Department was satisfied that the existing schools can
cater for the projected increase in demographics in September 2010. This situation will be
reviewed for September 2011 in light of needs and consultation with the patron bodies.

Higher Education Grants.

894. Deputy Tom Sheahan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if she
will reverse the cuts in funding for mature students attending third level colleges (details
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14720/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The current
difficult economic circumstances have necessitated tough choices to control public expenditure
and to ensure sustainability in the long run. As announced in Budget 2010, a reduction of 5%
was applied to the rates of student grants and scholarships. This reduction was implemented in
respect of all grant-holders including mature students from January 2010. Changes in the rates
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of student grant are considered as part of the annual Budget process each year and rates
become effective on a financial, rather than an academic year basis.

From September 2010, as announced in the Budget, all new applicants including mature
students who are in receipt of the Back to Education Allowance for all schemes and the VTOS
allowances for those pursuing PLC courses, will be ineligible for student maintenance grants.
The cost of the student services charge and any fees payable to colleges will continue to be
met, for eligible students, by the Excheqeur on their behalf. They should apply to their assessing
authority to have their eligibility assessed.

Students currently in receipt of the BTEA or VTOS allowances and the maintenance grant
will continue to be eligible for both payments for the duration of their current course, provided
they continue to meet the terms and conditions of the scheme. Students progressing to a new
course, with effect from 2010/11, will no longer be eligible for student maintenance grants but
can apply for assistance towards the cost of the student services charge and any fees payable.

Pension Provisions.

895. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
legal basis by which the Church of Ireland College of Education can impose accounting pro-
cedures that would allow it to set off any possible debt that might be owed by them to a person
(details supplied) against any possible debt that the person might owe to the primary section
of her Department. [14722/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The pension
awarded to the person in question is payable under the Colleges of Education Pension Scheme
which is administered by the College in question. Under that particular scheme there is pro-
vision for abatement of pension where a person following retirement takes up certain public
service employment. Under the abatement rules pension is reduced where the aggregate of the
new pay together with the pension in payment exceeds the rate of pay on which the pension
is based.

The College, in accordance with its Pension Scheme provisions, has applied abatement to
the pension with respect to certain periods of employment as a primary teacher. It is offsetting
the overpayment of pension already made against arrears of pension which would otherwise
be payable to the person.

It is important to note that where abatement arises it is the pension that is reduced rather
than the salary from the subsequent employment. The abatement in this case is not determined
on the basis of monies being owed to my Department.

School Curriculum.

896. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
steps she has taken and will take to implement the innovation taskforce’s key recommendation
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14726/10]

913. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science when
the proposed bonus points for honours Leaving Certificate maths will come into effect; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [14976/10]

917. Deputy Ruairí Quinn asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science further
to the announcement made at the Irish National Teachers Organisation conference in Ennis,
County Clare, on Wednesday 7 April 2010, her plans to arrange for the granting of bonus
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points in the Leaving Certificate examinations for students who take honours mathematics; the
year the change will come into operation; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[15097/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): I propose to
take Questions Nos. 896, 913 and 917 together.

I indicated my own view of the desirability of sending a clear signal to our second level
students about the introduction of CAO bonus points for achievement in Leaving Certificate
mathematics at higher level. The Report of the Task Force on Innovation recommends that
bonus points be announced now for implementation in 2012 so that students beginning their
Leaving Certificate programme this September can make informed decisions on subject and
level choice.

Legally, the criteria for admission to higher education institutions are matters for decision
by the institutions themselves. The Academic Councils of these institutions determine the
admission arrangements for students. I realise it is a complex matter and that a number of
groups have discussed the issue and failed to reach a consensus to date on the matter.

A major programme of reform in Mathematics, under Project Maths, is under way at present
in 24 schools.The overall aim is to teach Mathematics in a way which promotes real understand-
ing, where students can appreciate the relevance of what they are learning and its application
to everyday life, and how mathematics can be used to solve problems. While Project Maths is
designed to promote more positive attitudes and higher attainment in Mathematics in the
longer term, I consider there is an urgent need for an immediate incentive which will encourage
more students to take higher level mathematics. I believe that incentive can be given by the
introduction of CAO bonus points.

Taskforce on Innovation.

897. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
steps she has taken and will take to implement the innovation taskforces key recommendation
to link a proportion of State funding for the Higher Education Institutes to national metrics on
innovation and commercialisation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14727/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): As the Deputy
is aware, the Report of the Innovation Taskforce was launched in the Science Gallery, Trinity
College on 11 March. The Report which provides a roadmap for one of the five Action Areas
in the Smart Economy Framework and complements the progress which has already been made
on other aspects of the strategy. Specifically, it endorses the Government’s vision for Ireland
as a Global Innovation Hub and suggests that we have the potential to achieve this goal. The
Report has made a wide range of recommendations, some involving new initiatives while others
call for a reinforcement and better alignment of existing efforts and programmes.

The Government will shortly announce the establishment of a High Level Implementation
Committee to consider and oversee the implementation of the Taskforce’s Report. This Com-
mittee will reflect the recent changes in Departmental structures and responsibilities which will
be supportive in progressing the Taskforce’s recommendations. This implementation process
will also need to take account of resources and other constraints facing the Government.
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Higher Education Grants.

898. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if
a third level foundation course applicant (details supplied) will be considered for the higher
education grant in view of their application for further study; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [14814/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): Under the terms
of my Department’s higher education grants schemes, an approved course means, inter alia, a
full-time undergraduate course of not less that two years duration pursued in an approved third
level institution. Access/foundation courses are not approved courses under the terms and
conditions of the maintenance grant schemes or the free fees initiative. Therefore, students
currently on an access course in the 2009/10 academic year would not be in receipt of a student
maintenance grant.

Students should apply to their assessing authority to have their eligibility assessed. The
decision on eligibility for a student grant is a matter, in the first instance, for the relevant
assessing authority, i.e. the applicant’s local authority or VEC. An applicant may appeal the
decision to the relevant local authority or VEC.

Where the assessing authority decides to reject the appeal, the applicant may appeal this
decision to my Department by submitting an appeal form outlining clearly the grounds for
the appeal.

School Staffing.

899. Deputy Paul Connaughton asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science
if her attention has been drawn to the anxiety being felt at a school (details supplied) regarding
the evaluation of the future of the one special needs assistant position at the school; if her
attention has further been drawn to the fact that both parents and teachers alike are adamant
that this post should be retained at this school; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [14817/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): As the Deputy
will be aware, the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its
network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), for allocating resource
teachers and special needs assistants (SNAs) to schools to support children with special edu-
cational needs. The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support.

All schools have the names and contact details of their local SENO. Parents may also contact
their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the contact
details available on www.ncse.ie.

I have arranged for the details supplied to be forwarded to the NCSE for their attention and
direct reply.

Post-Leaving Certificate Courses.

900. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science
the number of post leaving certificate places available in each college here; and the number of
applicants for each college term 2009/2010. [14821/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Seán Haughey): For
the 2009/2010 academic year the number of approved PLC places available nationwide was
31,688 and this level of provision will be maintained for the 2010/2011 academic year.
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PLC places are allocated to providers, mainly VECs, on an annual basis following an appli-
cation process. Further distribution of these places to their schools or colleges is a matter for
each VEC. The remainder of PLC places are allocated to Secondary schools and Community
and Comprehensive schools. A breakdown of the allocation of PLC places for the 2009/2010
academic year is set out below.

Applications for places on individual courses are made directly by learners to the relevant
schools and colleges. My Department does not receive details of such applications.

VEC 2009/10

Co. Cavan 1,210

Co. Carlow 820

Co. Clare 110

City of Cork 4,000

Co. Cork 1,310

City of Dublin 7,718

Co. Dublin 916

Boro of Dun Laoghaire 2,151

Co. Donegal 185

City of Galway 1,160

Co. Galway 180

Co. Kerry 530

Co. Kildare 357

Co. Kilkenny 480

Co. Laois 370

Co. Leitrim 92

City of Limerick 920

Co. Limerick 310

Co. Longford 350

Co. Louth 1,100

Co. Mayo 404

Co. Meath 290

Co. Monaghan 278

Co. Offaly 50

Co. Roscommon 63

Co. Sligo 440

Co. Tipperary N.R. 615

Co. Tipperary S.R. 280

City of Waterford 770

Co. Waterford 223

Co. Wexford 760

Co. Westmeath 135

Co. Wicklow 980

Total VEC 29,557
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Total approved PLC places 2009/10

Total 2009/10

VEC 29,557

Sec 850

C&C 1,281

Total 31,688

Schools Building Projects.

901. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the status
of an application in respect of a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [14838/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): I can confirm
that the school to which the Deputy refers recently applied to my Department for an additional
classroom. This application is currently being assessed and the school will be notified of the
outcome of this process in due course.

As the Deputy will be aware, on 16 February my predecessor announced details of 51 major
school building projects that will appoint design teams this year.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that the project for the school in question is one of these
projects. My Department will contact the school regarding the procedure for this appointment
in due course.

Details on all of these projects are available on my Department’s website.

Question No. 902 answered with Question No. 878.

School Staffing.

903. Deputy Ruairí Quinn asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if she
will publish a copy of the review conducted by the National Council for Special Education into
the allocation of special needs assistants in schools; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [14859/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): I wish to advise
the Deputy that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has published its Report
on the Review of special needs assistant (SNA) Allocation to Schools April 2009-March 2010
on its website www.ncse.ie. A copy is set out below for the Deputy’s information. A small
number of schools remain to be reviewed and the NCSE has indicated that these will be
reviewed in April. A final breakdown of the outcome of the review will be made available at
the end of April.

I wish to confirm for the Deputy that my Department is very supportive of the SNA scheme.
It has been a key factor in both ensuring the successful integration of children with special
educational needs into mainstream education and providing support to pupils enrolled in
special schools and special classes. The SNA scheme will continue to be supported.

I want to take this opportunity to state that the NCSE will continue to support schools,
parents, children and teachers and resources will continue to be allocated to schools to meet
children’s needs in line with my Department’s policy.
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Report on NCSE Review of SNA Allocation to Schools April 2009-March 2010

1. Context

On 9 February 2009, the Secretary-General of the Department of Education & Science (DES)
wrote to the Chairperson of the NCSE, Mr Sydney Blain, in relation to the allocation of Special
Needs Assistants (SNAs) to schools. In her letter, she stated that an initial review of a number
of schools, as part of the Department’s SNA Value for Money and Policy Analysis Review had
indicated that there were instances where the work being carried out by the SNAs did not
reflect the basis for the allocation of the post and where the level of SNA resources in some
schools was greater than the proper application of the criteria would allow. In this context, the
NCSE was requested to arrange for its Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) to
further review the SNA allocation in all schools with a view to ensuring that the criteria set
out in the relevant circulars are properly met. The key circular, which sets out the care needs,
which can be supported in a school setting, is DES Circular 07/02.

Following a discussion at a meeting of the Council on 11 February 2009, the Council agreed to
arrange for SENOs to conduct such reviews and requested that the Boards of Management of
each school be informed of the review by the Department.

Accordingly DES Circular SP ED 0009/2009 issued to all schools in March 2009, informing
them of the review.

The commencement of the review process at this time meant that the NCSE was effectively
conducting a review of SNA resources currently engaged in schools in the 2008/09 academic
year in conjunction with the resource allocation process for new enrolments in the 2009/10
academic year, during which over 12,000 applications for teaching and SNA supports would be
received. In effect the review encompassed a review of current SNA resources together with
the processing of those applications for additional SNA resources.

2. NCSE Process for the Review of Allocation of SNA Supports to Schools

In general, the process attached to the review built on the established processes attached to
the allocation of SNA supports to schools. In mainstream primary and post-primary schools,
the allocations process was well embedded and schools were familiar with the overall approach.
However, given the scale of the review, it was agreed that there would be a greater capacity
for parents to be involved in the review process with the SENO, either by phone or at meetings
convened through the school.

In the case of special schools which cater for children aged between 4 and up to 18 years of age,
the allocations process was less developed, primarily because these schools were established to
provide exclusively for children with special educational needs (SEN). As the total number of
children enrolled in these schools rarely changed to any great degree, the question of the need
to apply to the SENO for additional resources did not always arise.

2.1 Mainstream Primary and Post-Primary Schools

Since January 2005, the responsibility for the allocation of SNAs to schools was transferred
from the DES to the NCSE.

Each year the changes in the level of SNA support to schools is determined by

• The level of support required for children enrolling in the school or children currently
enrolled who may now have identified significant care needs
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• The level of support freed up as a result of children with sanctioned SNA support leaving
the school

• The level of support freed up as a result of the diminishing care needs of some children
with sanctioned SNA support still enrolled in the school.

In some cases access to SNA was adjusted from Full Time access to Part Time access or
removed entirely because of the improvement in the development of independent living skills
of the child. However this was viewed by some schools and parents as a reduction in the level
of support provided to the child and not as a positive result in the recognition of diminishing
care needs or the development of independent living skills.

In deciding the level of SNA support to be allocated to the school, the SENO would visit the
school and examine the professional reports for each child with special educational needs,
which have specified the care needs arising from the disability, together with the frequency and
extent of the care needs as they arise in the school setting. This would enable the SENO to
decide if the care needs described are eligible for SNA support under the provisions of DES
Circular 07/02 and if the support required by the child can be met from within the existing
school SNA resources or whether additional supports are required by the school. For example,
a child whose care needs arise from behavioural issues, may be supported by an SNA who
might also meet the care needs of a child who requires assistance with toileting.

The process would also permit the SENO to discuss with the Principal, teachers and SNA the
manner in which the care needs of the child arise in the school and also the records the school
has maintained e.g. incidence reports. Parents would also be in a position to contribute to this
process, as appropriate.

Every school was requested to inform parents that the review was commencing and to invite
them to contribute, should they wish, either by phone contact or by appointment during the
review. In this regard, many parents participated in the review process.

Finally the SENO would observe the student in the classroom and schoolyard settings, as
appropriate, in order to assist in the decision making process. In some schools, the view was
taken that this stage of the process constituted the entirety of the SNA allocations process and
statements such as “the SENO only observed the child for 20 minutes and made their decision”
were articulated during the course of the review. In this context, it is important to note that
this stage of the process is designed to underpin statements that are present in professional
reports or statements made by school staff and does not in itself constitute the entire decision
making process.

The outcome of the process enabled the SENO to determine to what extent a child with special
educational needs, who also has identified care needs, may require access to SNA support on
an individual basis or a shared basis, depending on the frequency and extent of the care needs.
In this regard, it is important to note that the SNA is always working under the direction of
the teacher in the class.

2.2 Special Schools

The review of special schools required the NCSE to take into account a number of factors,
which did not apply in the mainstream sector, primarily the fact that all children enrolled would
have special educational needs. Special schools are allocated SNA resources on a class ratio
basis (e.g. two classes of 8 children with a Mod GLD would be allocated one SNA between
them). In many of these schools, the number of pupils enrolled might remain static as the
number of new entrants would match the number of pupils leaving the school therefore the
baseline allocation of SNA support would remain unaltered. Consequently special schools may
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not have sought additional resources for new entrants through the NCSE unless particular
circumstances applied in relation to an individual child.

However, given the policy of inclusion, which has applied in recent years, it was recognised by
the NCSE that many of the children enrolled, would have significant care needs, as set out in
professional reports and that an additional allocation of SNA support, over and above the
baseline allocation, might be required to meet the care needs of individual or groups of children
enrolled. Therefore in order to fully review the care needs of all children enrolled in special
schools, the review of SNA supports was conducted by a team of 2-3 SENOs headed up by the
SENO who is responsible for the allocation of resources to the school and was conducted over
a number of weeks in stages, as set out below.

In August 2009, the NCSE wrote to all special schools informing them of the commencement
of the review in the special schools sector and that the SENO for the school would be in contact
with them shortly. The SENO then wrote to the school signalling the commencement of the
review and that it would comprise of 3 discreet stages in special schools namely

• Information gathering: class lists for the 09/10 academic year and a profile of the current
deployment of SNA supports throughout the school

• Administration visit: Documentation including the professional reports for each child
enrolled, records relating to additional SNA posts sanctioned to the school, the timetable
of SNA deployment and any relevant teacher/school reports for each student that verify
care needs

• Student observation and discussion with staff: each student was observed in a classroom
or school yard setting, as appropriate and discussions took place with the Principal,
teachers, SNAs, where appropriate other individuals who work with the student and
parents/guardians. In this regard, the school was provided with a letter for issue to all
parents informing them of the review and inviting them to make contact with the
review team.

3. Outcome of Review

Overall outcome

Of the 4,000 schools, which are recognised under section 10 of the Education Act, 1998, in the
region of 900 schools do not currently have an allocation of SNA.

To date 2,913 out of approx 3,150 schools with an allocation of SNA, have been reviewed with
the decisions having issued to the school. The remaining schools will be reviewed in April,
after the Easter break but the outcome of the review of these schools will not materially impact
on the overall outcome of the review. A final breakdown of the outcome of the review will be
made available at the end of April.

It should be noted that the tables set out below refer to Whole Time Equivalent posts (WTE)
and not individual SNAs.

Table 1: Overall Change in Number of SNAs in all Schools Reviewed
(n= 2,913 schools)

Number of SNAs

Prior to Review 8,821

Following Review 8,463

Overall Change −358
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Table 2: Number of Schools with a Change in Level of SNAs in Schools Reviewed
(n= 2,913 schools)

Number of Schools

No Change in Level of SNA 1,502

Decrease in Level of SNA 832

Increase in Level of SNA 579

Outcome for Primary Schools

Table 3: Overall Change in Number of SNAs in Primary Schools Reviewed
(n= 2,283 primary schools)

Number of SNAs

Prior to Review 6,096

Following Review 5,801

Overall Change −295

Table 4: Reasons for Change in Number of SNAs in Primary Schools Reviewed
(n= 2,283 primary schools)

Number of SNAs

SNAs Freed Up Because of Students Leaving 723

SNAs Freed Up Because of Diminishing Care Needs 534

SNAs Allocated to New Students 962

Table 5: Number of Primary Schools with a Change in Level of SNAs in Schools
Reviewed (n= 2,283 primary schools)

Number of Primary Schools

No Change in Level of SNA 1,182

Decrease in Level of SNA 663

Increase in Level of SNA 438

Outcome for Post-Primary Schools

Table 6: Overall Change in Number of SNAs in Post-Primary Schools Reviewed
(n= 573 post-primary schools)

Number of SNAs

Prior to Review 1,707

Following Review 1,656

Overall Change −51
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Table 7: Reasons for Change in Number of SNAs in Post-Primary Schools Reviewed
(n= 573 post-primary schools)

Number of SNAs

SNAs Freed Up Because of Students Leaving 197

SNAs Freed Up Because of Diminishing Care Needs 199

SNAs Allocated to New Students 345

Table 8: Number of Post-Primary Schools with a Change in Level of SNAs in Schools
Reviewed (n= 573 post-primary schools)

Number of Post-Primary Schools

No Change in Level of SNA 294

Decrease in Level of SNA 153

Increase in Level of SNA 126

Outcome for Special Schools

A key factor in the review of Special Schools was that in most instances, the NCSE was not
involved in the original allocation of SNA resources, unlike mainstream schools. Consequently
this was the first detailed profile of SNA resources in these schools, obtained by the NCSE.

Table 9: Overall Change in Number of SNAs in Special Schools Reviewed
(n= 57 special schools)

Number of SNAs

Prior to Review 1,018

Following Review 1,006

Overall Change −12

Table 10: Number of Special Schools with a Change in Level of SNAs in Schools Reviewed
(n= 57 special schools)

Number of Special Schools

No Change in Level of SNA 26

Decrease in Level of SNA 16

Increase in Level of SNA 15

Schools Building Projects.

904. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science further
to Parliamentary Question No. 173 of 19 November 2009 the status of a project (details
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14861/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): As the Deputy
is aware, the school to which he refers has made an application to my Department for Major
Capital funding for an extension including ancillary accommodation. The application has been
assessed in accordance with the published prioritisation criteria for large scale building projects
and assigned a Band 2 rating.
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Information in respect of the current school building programme, along with all assessed
applications for major capital works, including the project referred to by the Deputy, are now
available on my Department’s website at www.education.ie.

The priority attaching to individual projects is determined by published prioritisation criteria,
which were formulated following consultation with the Education Partners. There are four band
ratings under these criteria, each of which describes the extent of accommodation required and
the urgency attaching to it. Band 1 is the highest priority rating and Band 4 is the lowest.
Documents explaining the band rating system are also available on my Department’s website.

The progression of all large scale building projects, including this project, from initial design
stage through to construction phase will be considered in the context of my Department’s
multi-annual School Building and Modernisation Programme. However, in light of current
competing demands on the capital budget of my Department, it is not possible to give an
indicative timeframe for the progression of the project at this time.

School Management.

905. Deputy Ulick Burke asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if the
current trustees of a college (details supplied) have agreed to the lease of existing school
buildings at this site; if new trustees have been appointed; if a new patron has been identified
for the school; if his Department has indicated progress on enrolment policy for the school
from September 2010; and if it will from the start of the 2010/2011 school year be a co-edu-
cational school; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14867/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): I am pleased to
be able to confirm to the Deputy that the current trustees of the school to which he refers have
agreed in principle to lease the existing premises to the Department. The terms of this lease
are currently being discussed.

A new patron has also been identified for the school and the process of appointing the new
patron is under way at present.

I understand that the current trustees have agreed, in principle, to allow a change to the
enrolment policy of the school which will allow both boys and girls to enrol in the school.

Higher Education Grants.

906. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
grant assistance available to a person who has not got refugee status but has been fostered
here for the past three years and who now wishes to pursue a third level education; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [14873/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The eligibility
requirements for student grants, including those relating to nationality, are set out annually in
the relevant grant schemes drawn up by my Department.

Under the terms of the Higher Education Grant Scheme, grant assistance is awarded to
students who meet the prescribed conditions of funding, including those which relate to
nationality, residency, means and previous academic attainment.

The nationality requirement as set out in clause 4.5 of the 2009 scheme states that candi-
dates must:

— be a national of an EU Member State, a state which is a contracting state to the EEA
Agreement, the Swiss Confederation or
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— a refugee or other person entitled for the time being to the rights and privileges specified
in section 3 of the Refugee Act 1996; or

— be a person, pursuant to the European Communities (Eligibility for Protection) Regu-
lations 2006 (S.I. No. 518 of 2006) who the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law
Reform has determined is eligible for the time being for subsidiary protection pursuant
to Regulation 4 of those Regulations, or to whom the Minister for Justice, Equality and
Law Reform has granted permission for the time being in writing to enter and reside in
the State pursuant to Regulation 16 of those Regulations; or

— have permission to remain in the State by virtue of marriage to a national of another
EU Member State who is residing in the State and who is or has been employed, or self-
employed, in the State, or be the child of such a person, not having EU nationality; or

— have permission to remain in the State by virtue of marriage to an Irish national residing
in the State, or be the child of such person, not having EU nationality; or

— have been granted Humanitarian Leave to Remain in the State (prior to the Immi-
gration Act 1999); or

— be a person in respect of whom the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform has
granted permission to remain following a determination not to make a deportation order
under section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999.

Students should apply to their assessing authority to have their eligibility assessed. The decision
on eligibility for a student grant is a matter, in the first instance, for the relevant assessing
authority, i.e. the applicant’s local authority or VEC. An applicant may appeal the decision to
the relevant local authority or VEC.

Where the assessing authority decides to reject the appeal, the applicant may appeal this
decision to my Department by submitting an appeal form outlining clearly the grounds for
the appeal.

Departmental Equipment.

907. Deputy Damien English asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
number of personal computers and laptops currently deployed within her Department and each
agency under its aegis in tabular form. [14879/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The number of
personal computers and laptops currently deployed within my Department is as follows: Per-
sonal computers : 1627 Laptops : 384

With regard to the agencies under the aegis of my Department, each agency is responsible
for its own Information Technology services and the number of personal computers and laptops
deployed in each agency is therefore a matter for the individual agency. This information is
not collated centrally.

908. Deputy Damien English asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
number of photocopiers, laser printers, inkjet printers and multifunctional devices currently
deployed within her Department and each agency under its aegis in tabular readable form.
[14894/10]
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Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The information
requested by the Deputy in relation to my Department is set out in the following table. The
number of photocopier, laser printers, inkjet printers and multifunctional devices currently
deployed within the Department of Education and Science are set out below.

Photocopiers, laser printers, inkjet printers and multifunctional devices currently deployed by the Department of
Education & Science

Photocopiers 115

Laser Printers 706

Inkjet Printers 15

Multifunctional Devices 26

With regard to the bodies under the aegis of my Department the information requested by the
Deputy is a matter for each agency and is not collated centrally.

Departmental Expenditure.

909. Deputy Damien English asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
total spend by her Department and each agency under its aegis on printer consumables (details
supplied) for each of the years 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 in tabular form.
[14909/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The following is
the total spend by my Department on printer related consumables for the years mentioned:

Year €

2006 160,024.48

2007 126,772.09

2008 116,594.85

2009 124,207.84

2010 21,932.25

With regard to the agencies under the aegis of my Department, each agency is responsible for
its own Information Technology services and the expenditure on printer consumables in each
agency is therefore a matter for the individual agency. This information is not collated centrally.

910. Deputy Damien English asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if
she will detail in tabular form, the number of reams of A4 sized paper and A3 sized paper
purchased in 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 by his Department and each agency
under its aegis; and the proportion of which is 100% recycled paper. [14924/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The number of
reams of photocopying paper purchased by my Department for the years 2006 to 2009 and to
date in 2010 is set out in the following table. As the Department’s records do not provide for
the precise breakdown of information as requested by the Deputy, the figures represent the
overall totals for A4 and A3 paper and for both recycled and non-recycled paper.

The number of reams of photocopying paper purchased by the Department of Education
and Science for the years 2006 to 2009 and to date in 2010 is set out as follows.
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Reams of photocopying paper purchased by the Department of Education and Science

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Reams of Photocopying Paper 32,563 18,754 26,924 24,036 5,035

With regard to the bodies under the aegis of my Department ,the purchase of stationary is a
matter for each individual agency and the information is not collated centrally.

School Services Staff.

911. Deputy Brian Hayes asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
number of special needs assistants in the Dublin west region, on an area basis, who have lost
their jobs in the past 12 months. [14949/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Mary Coughlan): As the Deputy will
be aware, the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its net-
work of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENO) for allocating resource teachers
and special needs assistants to schools to support children with special educational needs. The
NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support.

The allocation for any school and any adjustments to that allocation depends on a number
of factors such as the number of pupils with care/medical needs leaving, the number of new
pupils, the changing needs of the pupils and any surplus identified. Furthermore, schools can
make applications at any time with the result that the individual situation of any school can
change and allocations are not static. The Deputy may wish to liaise directly with the NCSE in
the context of his enquiry.

I want to take this opportunity to emphasise that children with special educational needs will
continue to receive an education appropriate to their needs. The NCSE will continue to support
schools, parents, children and teachers and resources will continue to be allocated to schools
to meet children’s needs in line with my Department’s policy.

School Transport.

912. Deputy James Bannon asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
reason a licence in respect of a school transport service from Fore to Mullingar has been
revoked or withdrawn in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [14963/10]

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Seán Haughey): I wish
to advise the Deputy that the matter raised by him in respect of a specific school transport
arrangement is outside of the School Transport Scheme, operated by Bus Éireann on behalf
of the Department.

Question No. 913 answered with Question No. 896.

Schools Building Projects.

914. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if a
new regulation regarding the design of disabled toilets is to be applied to existing projects; if
the new regulations will delay progress towards the construction of the Star of the Sea National
School, Passage West, County Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14998/10]
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Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Mary Coughlan): From 1 January
2010, all new building projects, including those for schools, must obtain a Disability Access
Certificate from the relevant Local Authority. The Building Control (Amendment) Regulations
2009 (S.I. 351 of 2009) prescribe the procedures to be followed in respect of these new certifi-
cation measures. The basis for developing the Disability Access Certificate documentation is
Part M of the current Building Regulations 2000.

In general, however, it has been the policy of my Department to provide all new schools
with access-for-all facilities and special toilets for disabled teachers and students. In addition,
new schools with two or more storeys are provided with lifts to enable access for all.

My Department advises school authorities and their design teams of accessibility require-
ments during the architectural planning of projects.

My Department issued comments on the stage 2(b) submission from the Design Team on
this project in late March. The Design Team are currently working on a response to these
comments. Once stage 2(b) is complete, the project will progress to the tender and construction
stage. The application for a Disability Access Cert will be progressed by the Design Team in
tandem with the completion of stage 2(b) and the normal progression of the project to tender
and construction.

School Accommodation.

915. Deputy Ruairí Quinn asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
number, condition and size of all primary school buildings here; if an assessment has been
carried out of the utilisation of all those primary schools with a view to ensuring the maximis-
ation of all resources; if she has a conditions and needs requirement in terms of maintenance
of those schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15095/10]

916. Deputy Ruairí Quinn asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
number, condition and size of the stock of post-primary school buildings here; if an assessment
of the utilisation of all those post-primary schools with a view to ensuring the maximisation of
all resources has been undertaken; if she has a conditions and needs requirement in terms of
maintenance of those schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15096/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Mary Coughlan): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 915 and 916 together.

While the Forward Planning Section of the Department has detailed information on pro-
jected school going population, in order to inform decisions on what accommodation will be
required in future years, it is necessary to know what capacity is available in the existing school
accommodation stock.

In this regard, work on the development of an online facility for the compilation of an
inventory of school accommodation has been completed. The detailed functional specification
for the inventory and the online interface and database to hold the information has also been
completed.

This online facility will enable schools to provide information about their accommodation,
including its composition in terms of permanent and temporary structures, electronically to the
Department. The Department will also be collecting information on the age of existing school
accommodation including both purchased and rented prefabs. The inventory will also include
information on size of school sites.
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Schools will be able to access the online facility through the Department’s Esinet portal.
Initially a small number of schools (circa 90 schools) were given access to the facility for testing.
This pilot phase has been completed and is now being reviewed before roll-out to all schools.

When all the information has been received from schools, the inventory will provide key
data and statistics on the existing school building stock throughout the country at both primary
and post-primary levels. It will enable the Department to calculate capacity in existing school
accommodation more accurately and therefore identify where additional accommodation is
required.

When the information has been compiled and analysed, it is intended to publish it and this
is likely to happen before the end of the current school year.

Question No. 917 answered with Question No. 896.

School Staffing.

918. Deputy Ruairí Quinn asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
number of schools that have two teachers and the number of schools that have three teachers
in respect of the 3,300 primary schools, including specialist primary schools; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [15098/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The key factor for
determining the level of resources provided by my Department at individual school level for
any school year is the pupil enrolment at the previous 30 September. The enrolment is applied
to a staffing schedule which issues annually from my Department.

The information requested by the Deputy is provided in the annual census of primary
schools. The census for the current school year (2009/2010) is being finalised at present.

In the 2008/2009 school year there were 444 ordinary primary schools with two teachers and
299 ordinary primary schools with three teachers. This data is not available for special schools.

Legislative Programme.

919. Deputy Ruairí Quinn asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science her
plans to bring forward legislation to put the pilot vocational educational committee community
national school model on a statutory basis; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[15099/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The Government
approved the scheme of the Education (Patronage) Bill 2009 on 23rd June 2009. Drafting of
the legislation has now been completed and it is expected that the Bill will be published during
the current session.

Pending enactment of the necessary legislation to provide for VEC patronage at primary
level, I as Minister for Education and Science, am acting as patron of the pilot Community
National Schools.

920. Deputy Ruairí Quinn asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if the
drafting of amendments to the Student Support Bill, which has completed Second Stage, have
been completed; when the amendments will be published to enable the taking of the Committee
Stage; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15100/10]
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Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The Deputy will
be aware that a number of amendments to the Student Support Bill in relation to legal and
policy issues which have arisen since Second Stage are being advanced by my Department in
close consultation with the Office of the Attorney General.

In light of the commitment to put the grants on a statutory footing, I am anxious to provide
a statutory basis for all student grants, pending transition to new administrative arrangements.
This transitional period will necessitate retention of the existing administrative structures in
the immediate term. In bringing amendments to Committee Stage, I will therefore be endeav-
ouring to provide for existing administrative arrangements for this transitional phase, while
progressing to a single scheme of grants as provided for in the Bill at the earliest possible date.

In the context of the Government’s wider programme of public service reform, I am also re-
assessing organisational options for the grants administration function in the longer run, with
a view to revisiting the current proposals provided for in the Bill. Possible options for a more
significant centralisation of functions are being explored with a view to streamlining operations
and maximising administrative efficiency. This examination will be informed by the business
process re-engineering exercise being conducted under the Transforming Public Services
agenda.

These developments have required consideration of a complex set of legal options in relation
to further amendment of the Bill and my Department has been working closely with the Office
of the Attorney General to address the issues in that regard. I would like to assure the Deputy
that these proposed amendments are now at an advanced stage of preparation and it will be
my intention to proceed with the Bill on this basis in the shortest possible timeframe.

Subject to the technical, drafting and legal considerations arising, my Department hopes to
be in a position to have these amendments advanced sufficiently in order to move to Committee
Stage in the current session.

Departmental Appointments.

921. Deputy Ruairí Quinn asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
number of advisers appointed to her Department since her recent appointment; their names;
the job title and job descriptions of all her advisers; the salary of each of her advisers; the
number of these advisers employed during her previous appointment as Minister for Enterprise,
Trade and Employment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15101/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Mary Coughlan): Appointment of
Mr. Dermot Murphy and Mr. Michael Shovlin as Special Advisers, together with Mr. Sean
Perry as Press Adviser, at my Department is underway in accordance with section 11 of the
Public Services Management Act 1997. Each of Mr. Murphy, Mr. Shovlin and Mr. Perry served
at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment during the tenure of my appointment
as Minister at that Department.

The current salary scales of the grades relevant to persons to be appointed under section 11
of the Public Service Management Act 1997 are as follows:

Grade Salary Scale

Principal Officer: PO1: €85,957 – €89,399 – €92,853 – €96,295 – €99,236 – €102,335 – €105,429

PO: €80,051 – €83,337 – €86,604 – €89,898 – €92,672 €95,550 – €98,424

Assistant Principal Officer: AP1: €67,913 – €70,403 – €72,903 – €75,390 – €77,884 – €79,337 – €81,821 – €84,296

AP: €61,966 – €64,257 – €66,519 – €68,748 – €70,978 €72,268 – €74,514 – €76,768
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An attraction allowance of 10% is also payable in specific circumstances. A copy of the relevant
contracts or statements in writing of the terms and conditions of appointment will be laid
before each House of the Oireachtas in accordance with section 19 of the Ethics in Public
Office Act 1995.

School Staffing.

922. Deputy Ruairí Quinn asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science further
to her recent speech at the Irish National Teachers Organisation Conference in Ennis, County
Clare, on 7 April 2010, if she will outline the measures she will take to alleviate the shortage
of middle management positions in schools; when these measures will be implemented; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [15102/10]

936. Deputy James Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if she
will review the moratorium on acting-up posts at the school (details supplied) in County Dublin
where three out the nine post holders will be on leave and the lack of personnel to take up their
responsibilities will affect the efficient operation of the school and will lead to a curtailment of
services to the children in the school; if she will consider granting an exception to the mora-
torium in this case; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15254/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): I propose to
take Questions Nos. 922 and 936 together.

When the moratorium was introduced the Government exempted Principal and Deputy Prin-
cipal appointments in all primary and post-primary schools and these continue to be replaced
in the normal manner. The impact of the moratorium is therefore limited to the Assistant
Principal and Special Duties allowances payable to teachers on promotion.

I am conscious that the impact of the moratorium on middle management posts has applied
unevenly in schools depending on the level of retirements. My Department is going to look at
how some limited alleviation of the position might be applied for the coming school year for
schools that have been acutely affected by the moratorium.

In this regard my Department is in discussions with the Department of Finance regarding
the detail of such alleviation measures and schools will be advised of the outcome in due course.

It is a matter for school authorities to re-organise and prioritise, as best as possible, the
appropriate duties for post of responsibility holders in the context of implementing the
moratorium.

School Patronage.

923. Deputy Ruairí Quinn asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science her
views on the establishment of a national forum on patronage in primary schools; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [15103/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The issue of
patronage and governance of our primary schools is of significant national importance. Irish
society will continue to change at pace over the years to come and our education system must
therefore continue to adapt and change to reflect this.

I have publicly indicated at the recent INTO conference that I recognise that there is a
need to seek the input and views of a wide cross section of contemporary Ireland on the
relevant issues.
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As the Deputy is aware consideration of many of the relevant issues is underway already.

A review of procedures for establishment of new primary schools is being undertaken by the
Commission on School Accommodation. Among the range of issues being considered is the
issue of patronage including the criteria that must be met to become a patron and the circum-
stances where changes to patronage may be warranted.

Furthermore, the Department of Education and Science has had discussions on the potential
transfer of patronage of catholic primary schools with senior representatives of the Catholic
Church. The Department will shortly be providing an initial list of about 10 areas that can be
used to test the concept of reducing the number of Catholic schools.

There has already been significant consultation around these issues with stakeholders. The
extent and nature of the further consultation under consideration will be determined as the
work underway is completed.

Languages Programme.

924. Deputy Ruairí Quinn asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if her
attention has been drawn to the fact that the Confucius Institute in UCD has co-operated with
a number of secondary schools in making provision for the teaching of Mandarin to Irish
students who wish to learn it outside of school hours; if her further attention has been drawn
to the growing demand for Mandarin courses to be taught in the secondary school system and
if, in the context of improving our relations with the People’s Republic of China, she will
provide for the introduction of Mandarin as a leaving certificate subject; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [15104/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): There are no
plans at present to include Mandarin Chinese as part on the curriculum in second level schools.
Overall there are a range of foreign languages available on the curriculum in schools — French,
German, Spanish, Italian, Russian, Japanese and Arabic. A post Primary Languages Initiative
is in place since 2000 with the objective of diversifying language provision in schools, focusing
particularly on Spanish, Italian, Japanese and Russian.

Experience to date has been that while students appreciate the opportunity to learn new
languages, and are making good progress, the overall take-up remains low, and it is extremely
difficult to develop a capacity and cadre of teachers within the existing system who are capable
of teaching the new languages. For example, Japanese continues to be provided through the
provision of “bought in” additional services provided by Japanese language assistants.
Although third level programmes offering degrees in Japanese are being provided, it has not
resulted in qualified teachers of Japanese gaining employment in schools, or in schools prioritis-
ing Japanese as a subject within their approved quota of teaching resources.

The Government is prioritising an agenda of curriculum reform in science and maths and
improving innovation capacity in second level schools. There are no funds available at present
or in the immediate future to support the inclusion of additional languages in the curriculum.

Some schools are providing Mandarin Chinese as part of an initiative taken by the Confucius
Institute and universities.

The feedback from this initiative is very positive. My Department will continue to work
closely with the colleges and the Confucius Institutes to support and progress this initiative, to
the extent that the funding from the Confucius Institutes will allow. It is not possible outside
of this initiative, to provide teaching resources for Chinese in second level schools at the
present time.
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Schools Recognition.

925. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
process that will be undertaken in respect of the planned school for Lucan south, County
Dublin; the process its review of patronage will involve; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [15106/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): My Department
is considering a number of broad policy issues relating to the recognition process for second
level schools. It is within this context that the setting up of a framework in relation to the
establishment of new second-level schools and their patronage is currently being considered.

New schools where only very initial planning has taken place will be considered in the context
of this framework when it is established. It is not the case that patronage of the new post-
primary school in question has been withdrawn from County Dublin VEC rather the position
is that the issue will receive further consideration in the light of the new framework.

School Curriculum.

926. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if
she has reviewed the recently published Association of Secondary Teachers in Ireland science
survey on the impact of budget cutbacks on science in second level schools; her views on the
details revealed in the survey; the action she will take to address the concerns raised in this
survey; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15161/10]

927. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
number of schools that have dropped science subjects from the school timetable in the past 12
months; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15162/10]

928. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
steps she will take to ensure that schools will not be forced to drop science based subjects next
year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15163/10]

930. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
number of second level schools here that do not offer physics, chemistry or biology as part of
the subject choice to their students; the number of schools that have dropped physics, chemistry
or biology as a subject choice in each of the past three years in tabular form; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [15165/10]

931. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if
higher and ordinary level science classes are being amalgamated at junior and senior cycle in
second level schools as stated in the recent Association of Secondary Teachers in Ireland report
on the teaching of science at second level; the number of schools that have taken this action;
the number of students affected; the steps she will take to address this problem in view of the
commitment to improve the uptake and quality of science education; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [15166/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): I propose to
take Questions Nos. 926 to 928, inclusive, 930 and 931 together.

I am aware of the recent ASTI report based on responses from 334 teachers of Junior
Certificate science. This shows that 14% of schools have dropped a Leaving Certificate science
subject from the curriculum this year, and indicates a teacher view that a further 20% are likely
to drop a science subject next year. Of the schools which have dropped a subject, 4% have
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dropped Biology, 65% have dropped Physics, 33% have dropped Chemistry, 4% have dropped
Agricultural Science, and 9% have dropped the combined subject of Physics and Chemistry.

The data requested by the Deputy is set out below in tabular form. It should be noted that
school changes in subject offer is a regular occurrence, and the data for schools discontinuing
a science subject in 2007/8 before the increase in the pupil teacher ratio, is largely the same as
the numbers discontinuing science in 2009/10. In addition, the table shows the level of overall
change between the number of schools not offering a science subject in 2005/6 and the position
pertaining in 2009/10.

Data from the Post Primary Pupil Database April 2010

Department of Education and Science

Table A — Schools who discontinued to offer Science Subjects

No. of schools who discontinued subject in the school year where they had offered it
in the previous school year

Subject 2009/2010 2008/2009 2007/2008

Chemistry 15 14 15

Physics 22 9 24

Biology 1 4 4

Physics & Chemistry 15 15 12

Junior Cert Science 2

Table B — Schools who resumed offering science subjects after discontinuing the previous year

No. of schools resuming subject which had been discontinued the previous year

Subject 2009/2010 2008/2009 2007/2008

Chemistry 4 4

Physics 3 7

Biology 1 2

Physics & Chemistry 2 3

Junior Cert Science

Table C — schools with no students enrolled for subjects

Subject No. of schools that had no Schools not providing subjects in
enrolments for 2009/2010 2005/6

Chemistry 174 181

Physics 196 185

Biology 48 44

Teacher allocations to all second level schools are approved annually by my Department in
accordance with established rules based on recognised pupil enrolment. In accordance with
these rules each school management authority is required to organise its subject options within
the limit of its approved teacher allocation. The deployment of teaching staff in the school, the
range of subjects offered and ultimately the quality of teaching and learning are in the first
instance a matter for the school management authorities.
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In accordance with existing arrangements, where a school management authority is unable
to meet its curricular commitments within its approved allocation, my Department considers
applications for additional short term support through curricular concessions. This concession
is available as a short term support for teaching in specific curricular areas affected by circum-
stances which have not yet been possible to resolve through the normal planning and manage-
ment processes.

The allocation processes also include appellate mechanisms under which schools can appeal
against the allocation due to them under the staffing schedules. The Board of Management of
a school can submit an appeal under certain criteria to an independent Appeal Board which
was established specifically to adjudicate on appeals on staffing allocations in post-primary
schools. This Board operates independently of my Department.

The renewed Programme for Government provides for 500 teaching posts to schools over
the next three years over and above additional posts that will arise due to demographic
increases. Following consultation with the education partners clear and transparent criteria
have been agreed for the allocation of these posts. One hundred posts have been allocated to
each sector, primary and post-primary in the current school year. Agreement has also been
reached on the allocation of 100 posts to the post-primary sector for the coming school year,
2010/11. Additional supports will be targeted at co-educational schools in single post-primary
catchment areas and at schools that join together with other local post primary schools to
increase subject choice in a town.

My Department is committed to enhancing the teaching and learning of science in senior
cycle, and increasing the proportion of students choosing the Physical Sciences. A comprehen-
sive range of measures to achieve this objective are funded through the Discover Science and
Engineering programme at both primary and second level. Revised curricula in science were
implemented in 2003 in primary schools and in junior cycle for first examination in 2006. The
National Council for Curriculum and Assessment has developed revised syllabuses for Leaving
Certificate science, but is trialling assessment approaches in schools prior to submitting its
advice to my Department.

Questions Nos. 927 and 928 answered with Question No. 926.

Computerisation Programme.

929. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science her
plans to provide more computer facilities for science laboratories in second level schools; and
if she will make a statement on the matter. [15164/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): It is intended to
provide further funding for ICT infrastructure for schools. €50m capital is available in 2010 for
this purpose. I intend to issue a significant portion of this funding in the coming weeks to Post
Primary schools which will be asked to prioritise equipment for Project Maths. Schools may
spend any remaining balance on other ICT equipment including equipment for science lab-
oratories.

In addition to this funding, new post primary schools are provided with seven computers per
lab, one data projector and extensive data logging equipment.

Questions No. 930 and 931 answered with Question No. 926.
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School Staffing.

932. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if a
review has been carried out into whether the provision of laboratory assistants or time-tabled
hours for preparation would benefit the teaching of science at second level; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [15167/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The Strategy for
Science Technology and Innovation 2006 to 2013 recommended that the provision of laboratory
assistance for schools for science, which had been costed in the 2002 Report of the Task Force
on Physical Sciences at €18.8m per annum, should be revisited.

Provision of assistants in this area would undoubtedly lead to demands for similar assistance
across other areas of the curriculum where there is a strong practical component, and resources
for this are not available at present. The availability of laboratory technicians has not been a
universal feature of support for science teaching in second-level schools and, in some countries
that do provide this type of resource, it is confined to certain types of schools.

It is estimated that the cost of providing laboratory assistance for science only would be of
the order of €25m per annum while to provide such assistance for all subjects with a practical
component, including ICT would cost c. €122m. Funding of this nature is not available at
present.

Physical Education Facilities.

933. Deputy Michael Kennedy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science
if her attention has been drawn to the fact that the new building for Balbriggan Educate
Together National School, County Dublin, does not include a physical education hall or general
purpose assembly area; if planning permission for a PE hall or general purpose area could be
fast tracked for this school; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15183/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The Deputy may
be aware that the site in Balbriggan to which he refers, was acquired by my Department under
the Fingal Model Agreement. The master plan for this site is for two 16 classroom schools. In
addition an enhanced community facility will be provided as part of the Phase II development
and will be co-financed by Fingal County Council.

Officials from my Department met with the school authorities in September 2009 and
explained the brief, construction method and the phased delivery in detail. It is not possible to
deliver the Enhanced Community Facility as a stand alone project. However it will be delivered
as part of the phase II delivery for the second school on this site.

With regard to the Phase I development the brief includes a new 16 classroom school, a
Special Needs Unit and ancillary accommodation. My Department is also providing support
teaching spaces, a junior play area of 200m2, a play area for the Special Needs Unit, and 2
ball-courts.

Vocational Education Committees.

934. Deputy James Bannon asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if she
will increase the number of post leaving certificate places in Longford Vocational Education
Committee by an additional 30 and provide for two new courses for 2010/2011, photography
and engineering technology, which are required to meet demand in view of the fact that County
Longford does not have a third level college; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [15193/10]
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Minister of State at the Department of Education and Science (Deputy Seán Haughey):
There were a total of 31,688 approved Post Leaving Certificate (PLC) places available nation-
wide for 2009/2010 academic year, including an additional 1,500 places announced in the April
2009 Supplementary Budget. This level of provision is being maintained for the 2010/2011
academic year.

As part of the annual application process for PLC places, VECs and other providers apply
for sanction to run courses and for approval for a number of places.

County Longford VEC was allocated a total of 350 PLC places for the 2009/2010 academic
year, which included 20 of the 1,500 additional places and this level of provision is being
maintained for the 2010/2011 academic year. County Longford VEC also received sanction to
operate a range of PLC courses, including the two new courses referred to by the Deputy.

It is for County Longford VEC to decide which sanctioned courses it operates from within
its approved allocation of PLC places.

School Services Staff.

935. Deputy Simon Coveney asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
position regarding three vacant positions in a school (details supplied) that have been unable
to replace cleaning staff and caretaking staff in a temporary capacity during periods of ill-
ness. [15225/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): Circular
0023/2009 outlines the impact on community and comprehensive schools of the Government
decision to implement a recruitment and promotion moratorium in the public sector.

As the Deputy will be aware, positions other than teacher and Special Needs Assistant posts
in schools and VECs, including the temporary caretaking and cleaning posts referred to by the
Deputy, are comprehended by this decision.

Question No. 936 answered with Question No. 922.

Schools Refurbishment.

937. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the pro-
gress made to date regarding the provision of an extension/refurbishment works at a school
(details supplied) in County Clare; when construction will commence; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [15259/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): As the Deputy
will be aware, on 16 February my predecessor announced details of 51 major school building
projects that will appoint design teams this year.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that the project for the school in question was included
in this announcement and is expected to have a Design Team appointed later this year. My
Department will contact the school regarding the procedure for this appointment in due course.

Details on all of these projects are available on my Department’s website.

Schools Records.

938. Deputy Brian Hayes asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science when
a school (details supplied) in County Cork will obtain the original roll books that were removed
from the school in June 2009 on request from the district inspector of her Department; if these
roll books will now be sent back to the school in question; when this is likely to happen in view
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of the fact that only temporary roll books have been in place since June 2009; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [15261/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The roll books
of a school constitute the school’s official record of pupil enrolment, attendances and absences
and must at all times be properly and accurately maintained. The roll books provide the basis
of important official returns to my Department upon which staffing and funding provisions are
determined. Accordingly, it is open to my Department to conduct an inspection of the roll
books of any school.

In the case of the school in question, a full set of all replacement books required by the
school were supplied when its roll books were removed for inspection by my Department. The
roll books will be returned to the school when my Department has fully completed its consider-
ation of same. In the interim period, the replacement books supplied to the school are the
school’s official roll books and should be maintained by the school as such.

State Examinations.

939. Deputy Brian Hayes asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if the
examination papers for 2010 State examinations at junior certificate, leaving certificate and
leaving certificate applied, are being printed outside of the country; the detail of the successful
companies who obtained the contract for this work; the last time examination papers were
printed here; the potential savings for her Department, if any, in respect of having this work
commissioned outside Ireland; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15263/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The State Exam-
inations Commission has statutory responsibility for preparation of examination papers, exam-
ination materials and operational matters relating to the certificate examinations including
organising the holding of examinations and determining procedures in places where examin-
ations are conducted including the supervision of examinations. In view of this I have forwarded
your query to the State Examinations Commission for direct reply to you.

School Accommodation.

940. Deputy Ruairí Quinn asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science further
to Parliamentary Question No. 666 of 9 February 2010 and the correspondence sent to her
office (details supplied), if she will provide the information requested; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [15267/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): I am please to
inform the Deputy that the requested information will be forwarded to him within the next
few days.

Schools Building Projects.

941. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if the
tender report for a new school (details supplied) in County Kildare has been prepared; and if
she will sanction the signing of a contract for the building project. [15272/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The project to
which the Deputy refers has been tendered and my Department is awaiting receipt of the
tender report. When the tender report is received and assuming that there are no issues arising,
the project will progress to construction.
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942. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if the
tender report for the required extension to a school (details supplied) in County Kildare has
been prepared and will she sanction the signing of a contract for the building project.
[15273/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The project to
which the Deputy refers is currently out to tender. When the tender report is received and
assuming that there are no issues arising, the project will progress to construction.

943. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
position regarding the timescale for the completion of a new school (details supplied) in County
Kildare. [15274/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): I am pleased to
inform the Deputy that the completion contractor for the project to which he refers, com-
menced on site on the 1st of April. It is envisaged that the construction work will be completed
by the end of the year.

944. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
number of contractors who expressed an interest in the building of a new school (details
supplied) in County Kildare; and when an invitation to tender for construction will issue.
[15276/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The number of
contractors who expressed an interest in the building project for the school to which the Deputy
refers, was 49. It is envisaged that the project will progress to tender in the coming weeks.

945. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if
she will appoint a design team for the building of a new school (details supplied) in County
Kildare. [15277/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): On 6 February
last, the then Minister for Education and Science announced details of the Department’s Capi-
tal Programme for 2010. It was not possible to include a project for the school to which the
Deputy refers in that announcement.

The project will be considered for inclusion in subsequent Capital Programmes. However, in
light of current competing demands on the Department’s capital budget, it is not possible to
give an indicative timeframe for the progression of the project at this time.

Pupil-Teacher Ratio.

946. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if
class size information for national schools in County Kildare for the 2009/2010 school year is
available. [15279/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): Information in
relation to class sizes is provided in the annual census of primary schools. The census for the
current school year (2009/2010) is being finalised at present.

Special Educational Needs.

947. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if she
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will sanction the building of an autism spectrum disorder unit at a school (details supplied) in
County Kildare. [15280/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): I can confirm
the school to which the Deputy refers has made an application to my Department for major
capital funding. The application has been assessed in accordance with the published prioritis-
ation criteria for large scale building projects and has been assigned a Band 1 rating.

Information in respect of the current school building programme along with all assessed
applications for major capital works, including the project referred to by the Deputy, is now
available on my Department’s website at www.education.ie.

The priority attaching to individual projects is determined by published prioritisation criteria,
which were formulated following consultation with the Education Partners. There are four band
ratings under these criteria, each of which describes the extent of accommodation required and
the urgency attaching to it. Band 1 is the highest priority rating and Band 4 is the lowest.
Documents explaining the band rating system are also available on my Department’s website.

The progression of all large scale building projects, including this project, from initial design
stage through to construction phase will be considered in the context of my Department’s
multi-annual School Building and Modernisation Programme. However, in light of current
competing demands on the capital budget of the Department, it is not possible to give an
indicative timeframe for the progression of the project at this time.

School Accommodation.

948. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if she
will sanction the application for the rental of temporary school accommodation for a school
(details supplied) in County Kildare. [15281/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): My Department
is currently assessing applications from schools for additional accommodation including an
application from the school in question. The Board of Management will be notified when a
decision has been taken in this matter.

Schools Building Projects.

949. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
expected completion date of the building project at a school (details supplied) in County
Kildare. [15284/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): It is envisaged
that the project to which the Deputy refers will be completed towards the end of 2010.

950. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if she
has given further consideration to the development of a school (details supplied) in County
Kildare to develop as a two-stream school using devolved grants. [15285/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): A proposal has
been submitted to the Department by the authority of the school to which the Deputy refers
to meet its long term accommodation needs. Further to a meeting with the then Minister for
Education and Science, additional details were subsequently submitted by the school to the
Department and these are now under consideration. The Department will be in contact with
the school authority when a decision has been reached in this matter.
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State Examinations.

951. Deputy Brian Hayes asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if she
will confirm that when her Department was responsible for organising the State examinations,
that is prior to March 2003 when the State Examination Commission was established, that for
some years, the payment of VAT by her Department and subsequently by the State Examin-
ations Commission in respect of the paper printing contracts, that VAT payments were not
made to the Revenue Commissioners in the respective year in question, and when they were
paid eventually, the payments were late, and only paid when highlighted by outside bodies;
and if she accepts that the failure to pay VAT by any public body on work commissioned
outside the State represents a fundamental unfairness to those businesses in this State who
have to charge VAT at source; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15289/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The State Exam-
inations Commission (SEC) assumed responsibility for the operation of the State Certificate
Examinations from the Department of Education and Science from 2003 onwards. The Com-
mission is responsible for the operation of all aspects of the Established Leaving Certificate,
Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme, Leaving Certificate Applied and Junior Certificate
Examinations including written, oral, aural and practical work.

Competitive tendering in line with national and EU procurement guidelines, directives and
regulations is the standard procedure in the procurement processes of the SEC. In 2003 it was
brought to the attention of the SEC that the methodology in place for the application and
payment of VAT on certain purchases from companies outside the state was not in accordance
with the Revenue Commissioners’ VAT rules. This issue was reviewed swiftly and remedial
action was taken to regularise the position for prior years and to ensure that the tax treatment
of all future payments would be subject to the applicable regulations for intra-community
acquisitions and fourth schedule services.

Following the review in 2003 and the subsequent recalculation of VAT on payments to
companies outside the state, payments of VAT were made to the Revenue Commissioners for
prior years outside of the normal schedule for payment. It was not the intention of the SEC,
or prior to its establishment the Department of Education, to incorrectly apply the VAT rules
to these or indeed to any other payments. At all times the SEC, and the Department, acted in
good faith in the discharge of their tax liabilities.

It should be noted that whether VAT is charged at source by businesses in the State or
applied on a self-accounting basis by the recipient of the good or services, the ultimate payer
of the VAT is the recipient of the goods or services.

It must be also noted that as part of the evaluation of tenders for the question paper printing
contracts for the years in question the VAT liability was correctly taken into account in respect
of all companies at the tender evaluation stage. While the calculation and payment of the VAT
was not made within the prescribed time period, this related to liabilities at the payment stage
after the service had been provided. I would like to confirm that no tendering company was
disadvantaged in any way in the tendering and procurement processes undertaken by my
Department, or the SEC, as a consequence of the VAT issue.

Since this issue was raised and dealt with in 2003 the State Examinations Commission has
continued to meet its VAT obligations as required by the Revenue Commissioners.

Departmental Expenditure.

952. Deputy Brian Hayes asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
details of every printing contract awarded by her Department over the past two years, the cost
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involved in printing the publications and reports in question; where the work in question was
commissioned; the VAT paid to the Revenue Commissioners to date by her Department when
the printing took place outside the country; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[15290/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The information
requested by the Deputy is currently being compiled and will be forwarded to him shortly.

Higher Education Grants.

953. Deputy Phil Hogan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
number of students enrolled in State funded primary school teacher training institutes for the
2009/2010 term; the number of students that State moneys provide for in each of the State
funded institutions for the 2009/2010 term; the measures in place to ensure that student
numbers do not exceed the State funding requirements; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [15336/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): My Department
approves the annual intake of students to the initial teacher education programmes in the
Colleges of Education. The numbers approved for the intake to the Bachelor of Education
course commencing in 2009 was 1000. In addition, 200 places were approved on the 18 month
post-graduate course commencing in February 2010. Depending on the College of Education
there are various mechanisms for funding the programmes, for example via core budget, tuition
fees and capitation grants.

The latest data available from the Colleges indicates that c. 3,200 students are currently
enrolled over the 3 years of the B.Ed and 217 in the 2010 cohort of post-graduate students.
Some fluctuation against approved numbers is unavoidable due to factors such as appeals to
Leaving Certificate results, candidates presenting with equal points, attrition, students repeat-
ing a year or returning after taking a year out and so on.

School Accommodation.

954. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if
she has received a request for additional classroom accommodation from a school (details
supplied) in County Cork; her views on the status of this application; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [15349/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): I can confirm to
the Deputy that my Department has received an application from the school to which he
refers for large scale capital funding. The application has been assessed in accordance with the
published prioritisation criteria for large scale building projects and assigned a Band 2 rating.

Information in respect of the current school building programme along with all assessed
applications for major capital works, including the project referred to by the Deputy, are now
available on my Department’s website at www.education.ie.

The priority attaching to individual projects is determined by published prioritisation criteria,
which were formulated following consultation with the Education Partners. There are four band
ratings under these criteria, each of which describes the extent of accommodation required and
the urgency attaching to it. Band 1 is the highest priority rating and Band 4 is the lowest.
Documents explaining the band rating system are also available on my Department’s website.

The progression of all large scale building projects, including this project, from initial design
stage through to construction phase will be considered in the context of my Department’s
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multi-annual School Building and Modernisation Programme. However, in light of current
competing demands on the capital budget of the Department, it is not possible to give an
indicative timeframe for the progression of the project at this time.

In the meantime, it is open to the school authority to apply to my Department for funding
for additional temporary accommodation required as a result of increased enrolment.

Higher Education Grants.

955. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if
a higher education grant will be awarded to a person (details supplied) in County Louth; and
if she will make a statement on the matter. [15499/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The decision on
eligibility for a student grant is a matter, in the first instance, for the relevant assessing auth-
ority, i.e. the applicant’s local authority or VEC. An applicant may appeal the decision to the
relevant local authority or VEC.

Where the assessing authority decides to reject the appeal, the applicant may appeal this
decision to my Department by submitting an appeal form outlining clearly the grounds for
the appeal.

No appeal has been received by my Department to date from the candidate referred to by
the Deputy.

Special Educational Needs.

956. Deputy James Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
provisions that can be made to provide a person (details supplied) in County Dublin with three
and a half hours weekly resource teaching at their primary school; when they will be seen by
the Mater CAMHS Service; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15505/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): As the Deputy
will be aware, the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its
network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), for allocating resource
teachers and special needs assistants (SNAs) to schools to support children with special edu-
cational needs. The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support.

All schools have the names and contact details of their local SENO. Parents may also contact
their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the contact
details available on www.ncse.ie.

I have arranged for the details supplied to be forwarded to the NCSE for their attention and
direct reply.

I wish to advise the Deputy that the Mater CAMHS Service falls within the remit of the
Health Service Executive and he may wish to contact the Service directly relating to his query.

School Patronage.

957. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if
she will provide an update of the talks between the Catholic church and her Department
regarding the transfer of school patronage; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[15514/10]
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Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): My Department
had discussions on this matter with senior representatives of the Catholic Church. The Catholic
School Patrons and my Department agreed that it was essential to engage in planning for
change. In order to advance the matter, my Department agreed that it would explore the range
of issues involved by identifying specific geographical areas where a change of patronage might
be relevant.

In this context, officials in my Department are currently carrying out an assessment of 10
locations where changes to patronage may be warranted, given changed demographic profiles
in recent decades.

Clearly, any implementation framework that is developed to facilitate the possible transfer
of patronage would need to be planned and managed and it would be important in individual
school cases for consultation to take place with all relevant stakeholders — parents, teachers
and local communities. Any changes could only come about by agreement between the var-
ious stakeholders.

Higher Education Grants.

958. Deputy Arthur Morgan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
financial supports, including grants, available to students in part-time undergraduate study; the
financial supports, including grants, available to students in part-time postgraduate study; and
if she will make a statement on the matter. [15518/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The Higher
Education Grants Scheme operates under the Local Authorities (Higher Education Grants)
Acts, 1968 to 1992. Under the scheme, an approved course is defined as a full-time undergrad-
uate course of at least two years duration or a full-time postgraduate course of not less than
one year duration pursued in an approved institution. There are no plans at present to extend
the scope of the student support schemes to part-time courses.

However, Section 473A, Taxes Consolidation Act, 1997 provides for tax relief, at the stan-
dard rate of tax, for tuition fees paid in respect of approved full-time or part-time courses in
both private and publicly funded third level colleges and universities in the State and any other
EU Member State. Further details and conditions in relation to this tax relief are available
from the Revenue Commissioners.

959. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if a person
(details supplied) qualifies for a maintenance grant; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [15525/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The eligibility
requirements for student grants, including those relating to nationality, are set out annually in
the relevant grant schemes drawn up by my Department.

Under the terms of the Higher Education Grant Scheme, grant assistance is awarded to
students who meet the prescribed conditions of funding, including those which relate to
nationality, residency, means and previous academic attainment.

The nationality requirement as set out in clause 4.5 of the 2009 scheme states that candi-
dates must:

— be a national of an EU Member State, a state which is a contracting state to the EEA
Agreement, the Swiss Confederation or
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— a refugee or other person entitled for the time being to the rights and privileges specified
in section 3 of the Refugee Act 1996; or

— be a person, pursuant to the European Communities (Eligibility for Protection) Regu-
lations 2006 (S.I. No. 518 of 2006) who the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law
Reform has determined is eligible for the time being for subsidiary protection pursuant
to Regulation 4 of those Regulations, or to whom the Minister for Justice, Equality and
Law Reform has granted permission for the time being in writing to enter and reside in
the State pursuant to Regulation 16 of those Regulations; or

— have permission to remain in the State by virtue of marriage to a national of another
EU Member State who is residing in the State and who is or has been employed, or self-
employed, in the State, or be the child of such a person, not having EU nationality; or

— have permission to remain in the State by virtue of marriage to an Irish national residing
in the State, or be the child of such person, not having EU nationality; or

— have been granted Humanitarian Leave to Remain in the State (prior to the Immi-
gration Act 1999); or

— be a person in respect of whom the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform has
granted permission to remain following a determination not to make a deportation order
under section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999.

Students should apply to their assessing authority to have their eligibility assessed. The decision
on eligibility for a student grant is a matter, in the first instance, for the relevant assessing
authority, i.e. the applicant’s local authority or VEC. An applicant may appeal the decision to
the relevant local authority or VEC. Where the assessing authority decides to reject the appeal,
the applicant may appeal this decision to my Department by submitting an appeal form out-
lining clearly the grounds for the appeal.

960. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science
his plans regarding the provision of third level grant aid for new and existing applicants for
third level grants, in particular their entitlement to maintenance support; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [15529/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): My Department
funds four maintenance grant schemes for third level and further education students. These
are the Higher Education Grants Scheme, the Vocational Education Committees’ Scholarships
Scheme, the Third Level Maintenance Grants Scheme for Trainees and the Maintenance
Grants Scheme for Students attending Post Leaving Certificate (PLC) Courses. The Higher
Education Grant Scheme is administered by the local authorities on behalf of my Department;
the other three maintenance grant schemes are administered on a similar basis by the VECs.

Students who are entering approved courses for the first time are eligible for grants where
they satisfy the relevant conditions as to age, residence, means, nationality and previous
academic attainment. Eligibility for grant assistance is a matter for the relevant local authority
or VEC to establish. Students should apply to their local authority or VEC to establish their
eligibility.

961. Deputy Ruairí Quinn asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if she
will allow students who have spent the current academic year participating in an access course
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at a higher education institution to be viewed as continuing students and not as new applicants
for the back to education allowance to ensure that they can remain eligible for the higher
education maintenance grant in addition to the back to education allowance payment in Aut-
umn 2010; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15530/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The Deputy will
be aware that the current difficult economic circumstances have necessitated tough choices to
control public expenditure and to ensure sustainability in the long run. In these circumstances,
from September 2010, as announced in the Budget, all new applicants who are in receipt of the
Back to Education Allowance (BTEA), and the VTOS allowances for those pursuing PLC
courses, will be ineligible for student maintenance grants. The cost of the student services
charge and any fees payable to colleges will continue to be met for eligible students by the
Exchequer on their behalf.

Students currently in receipt of the BTEA or VTOS allowances and the maintenance grant
will continue to be eligible for both payments for the duration of their current course provided
they continue to meet the terms and conditions of the relevant grant schemes. Students pro-
gressing to a new course with effect from 2010/11 will no longer be eligible for student mainten-
ance grants but can apply for assistance towards the cost of the student services charge and
any fees payable.

It was decided to discontinue the practice of allowing students to hold both the BTEA or
VTOS allowance and a student maintenance grant simultaneously as this represents a dupli-
cation of income support payments.

Access/foundation courses are not approved courses under the terms and conditions of the
maintenance grant schemes and students on an access course in the 2009/10 academic year
would not be in receipt of a student maintenance grant. In addition, progression from an access
course to a degree course is not a continuation of the same course and therefore students
progressing from an access course to an approved course would not be eligible to hold the
BTEA and a student maintenance grant for the 2010/11 academic year onwards.

Fuel Charges.

962. Deputy Brian Hayes asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
discussions she has had with the Commission on Energy Regulation concerning the pricing
structure for gas as it applies to schools and the fact that schools are treated as businesses
for the purposes of charging for gas; the discussions she has had with the Department of
Communications, Energy and Natural Resources in this regard; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [15560/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): My Department
has sought clarification from the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources in relation to the issue in question and has been informed that the Commission for
Energy Regulation (CER) is the independent body responsible for the regulation of Bord Gáis
BG) Energy’s tariffs and pricing structures from small domestic customers to large industrial
sites.

Under the BG Energy regulated tariff structure, the level of each customer’s consumption
of gas determines which sector they are in with regard to BG Energy’s tariffs. This applies
regardless of whether the consuming premises is a home, a school, a shop or an industrial
premises. In addition, other unregulated suppliers are present in the market. It is open to any
gas user, including schools, to seek the best possible price given its particular circumstances.
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Regarding site charges applicable to larger consumers, a charge for the pipe which supplies
each premises is levied on a monthly basis and applies throughout the year. Unregulated sup-
pliers may choose to pass this charge on to customers each month or could conceivably offer
a “holiday” on this charge for the summer should they wish. However, the annual charge would
remain the same and any such “holiday” would result in higher winter bills.

Departmental Expenditure.

963. Deputy Jim O’Keeffe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science further
to Parliamentary Question No. 770 of 23 March 2010, if she will furnish the details of the
costs, or if not yet available, the estimates regarding foreign travel, accommodation and related
Ministerial and official costs associated with St. Patrick’s Day 2010. [15743/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): In connection
with Saint Patrick’s Day, 2010, my predecessor as Minister for Education and Science, Minister
O’Keeffe travelled to Japan/Korea on a working visit from the 10th to 18th March accompanied
by three persons in the party to promote bilateral and trade relations. A new element of this
year’s traditional overseas visits for St Patrick’s Day was the Government’s focus on strengthen-
ing links with Irish communities abroad and in particular those involved in the business sector
and this was reflected in the programme for the visit.

The following is a breakdown of the costs paid to date:

Travel:

— Minister O’Keeffe plus spouse: €5,514.39 x 2 (Business Class)

— Private Secretary to Minister plus one official: €5,514.39 × 2 (Business Class)

Official Gifts:

— 6 books costing €10 each.

The remaining costs are not yet available — these will be forwarded to the Deputy by my
Department as soon as they do become available.

Schools Building Projects.

964. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science
the progress made with the planned extension to a school (details supplied) in County Dublin;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15772/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The building
project for the school to which the Deputy refers is at an early stage of architectural planning.
The progression of all large scale building projects, including this project, from initial design
stage through to construction is dependent on the prioritisation of competing demands on the
funding available under my Department’s capital budget.

The proposed building project will be considered in the context of the Department’s multi-
annual School Building and Modernisation Programme for 2011 and subsequent years.
However, in light of current competing demands on the capital budget of the Department, it
is not possible to give an indicative timeframe for the delivery of the project at this time.
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Higher Education Grants.

965. Deputy John Deasy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
average processing time of applications for third level grants in each local authority area; the
average number of weeks from receipt of applications to initial payment of grant in each local
authority area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15796/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The process of
assessing eligibility for third level or further education grants is a matter for the relevant local
authority or VEC. The average waiting time for the processing of grant applications varies
between the 66 awarding bodies depending on a number of variables including the volume of
applications received, staffing resources and whether or not properly completed application
forms have been received. This information is not available in the format requested by the
Deputy.

Both VECs and local authorities are experiencing pressures due to the increased workload
associated with the increased demand for student grants, particularly in the context of the
recruitment moratorium in the public sector which, in some instances, will have impacted on
the processing of grants. However, every effort is being made by these bodies to ensure that
students get decisions on their grant applications and are paid as soon as possible.

Given the likelihood of further increases in the numbers of grant applications, my Depart-
ment is working closely with local authorities, VECs and other relevant stakeholders to con-
tinue development of a number of initiatives to support more effective delivery of student
grants, including service improvements in application, assessment and payments arrangements.

Work is currently being advanced on the development of a scaleable on-line applications
facility in conjunction with a number of VECs and local authorities. Other measures include
the introduction of a new, more simplified application form for 2010, earlier approval of the
grant schemes, examination of the possible extension of the pilot electronic funds transfer
(EFT) payments system introduced in 2009/2010 and the development of common annual
renewal and re-assessment processes.

In addition, as part of the business process re-engineering exercise underway under the
Transforming Public Services initiative, business process improvement techniques are being
used to analyse ways in which the current assessment process can be handled more efficiently.

966. Deputy John Deasy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
number of applications for third level grants awaiting decision in each local authority area; and
if she will make a statement on the matter. [15797/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The information
requested by the Deputy is set out below and provides the number of new applications which
are awaiting decisions as at 5th March 2010. This information has been supplied to my Depart-
ment by the local authorities.

As at the 5th March 2010 there were 1,879 new applications awaiting decisions of which
1,865 had documentation outstanding and 14 had yet to be processed.

It is understood from the awarding authorities that the applications awaiting decisions are
largely late applications.
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[Deputy Mary Coughlan.]
Number of new applications awaiting decisions in each local authority area as at March 2010

Local Authority Number of Reason
Applications

awaiting
Decisions

Carlow 17 Documentation outstanding

Cavan 48 Documentation outstanding

Clare 128 Documentation outstanding

Cork City 3 Late applications & documentation outstanding

Cork Co. 560 555 documentation outstanding & 5 processing yet to commence

Donegal 69 Documentation outstanding

Dublin City 149 Documentation outstanding

Dun Laoghaire 9 Documentation outstanding

Fingal Co. Co. 54 Documentation outstanding

Dublin South Co. Co. 12 Documentation outstanding

Galway Co. 319 Documentation outstanding

Kerry 20 Documentation outstanding

Kildare 13 Documentation outstanding

Kilkenny 19 Documentation outstanding

Laois 0

Leitrim 12 Documentation outstanding

Limerick City 34 Documentation outstanding

Limerick Co. 3 Documentation outstanding

Longford 23 Documentation outstanding

Louth 89 Documentation outstanding

Mayo 2 Documentation outstanding

Meath 22 Documentation outstanding

Monaghan 11 Documentation outstanding

Offaly 8 Processing yet to commence

Roscommon 15 Documentation outstanding

Sligo 32 Documentation outstanding

Tipperay NR 60 Documentation outstanding

Tipperary SR 37 Documentation outstanding

Waterford City 1 Processing yet to commence

Waterford Co. 20 Documentation outstanding

Westmeath 42 Documentation outstanding

Wexford 48 Documentation outstanding

Total 1,879 99.3% Documentation outstanding

Note: The majority of these applications were received after the closing date.

967. Deputy John Deasy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
measures that she proposes for local authorities to ensure that the delays experienced by
students in receiving their third level grants in the current year are not repeated in the next
academic year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15798/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The Deputy will
be aware that both local authorities and VECs are experiencing pressures due to the increased
workload associated with the increased demand for student grants, particularly in the context
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of the recruitment moratorium in the public sector which, in some instances, will have impacted
on the processing of grants. However, every effort is being made by these bodies to ensure that
students get decisions on their grant applications and are paid as soon as possible.

Given the likelihood of further increases in the numbers of grant applications, my Depart-
ment is working closely with local authorities, VECs and other relevant stakeholders to con-
tinue development of a number of initiatives to support more effective delivery of student
grants, including service improvements in application, assessment and payments arrangements.

Work is currently being advanced on the development of a scaleable on-line applications
facility in conjunction with a number of VECs and local authorities. Other measures include
the introduction of a new, more simplified application form for 2010, earlier approval of the
grant schemes, examination of the possible extension of the pilot electronic funds transfer
(EFT) payments system introduced in 2009/2010 and the development of common annual
renewal and re-assessment processes.

In addition, as part of the business process re-engineering exercise underway under the
Transforming Public Services initiative, business process improvement techniques are being
used to analyse ways in which the current assessment process can be handled more efficiently.

Apart from the pressures associated with the volume of applications, a very significant
number of grant applications are delayed because the forms have not been fully completed
or have not been submitted together with the necessary supporting documentation. All such
documentation must be submitted as early as possible to enable the awarding bodies to make
prompt decisions on entitlement. It is envisaged that the new, more simplified application form
being introduced this year will assist in this regard also.

In the context of the Government’s wider programme of public service reform, I am also re-
assessing organisational options for the grants administration function in the longer run, with
a view to revisiting the current proposals provided for in the Student Support Bill. Possible
options for a more significant centralisation of functions are being explored with a view to
streamlining operations and maximising administrative efficiency. This examination will be
informed by the business process re-engineering exercise being conducted under the Trans-
forming Public Services agenda.

Departmental Staff.

968. Deputy Brian Hayes asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science the
number of school inspector posts that have not been filled since the introduction of the ban on
recruitment; and the number of inspectors employed each year from 2007 to date in 2010.
[15790/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The number of
inspectors employed within the Inspectorate of the Department of Education and Science on
the 31 December 2007, 2008, 2009 and to date in 2010 is shown below.

Number of new applications awaiting decisions in each local authority area as at March 2010

Date Number

31/12/07 166

31/12/08 154

31/12/09 133

20/04/10 133
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[Deputy Mary Coughlan.]

Since the moratorium on recruitment and promotion in the Public Service was introduced on
27th March 2009 the number of inspectors in my Department has fallen from 154 to its current
level of 133.

School Accommodation.

969. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science further
to previous parliamentary questions submitted on 18 May 2009 and 19 November 2009, if she
recognises the accommodation problems at this school; if her attention has been drawn to the
fact that this school is turning away enrolment applicants because of the accommodation prob-
lem; if she acknowledges that plans are in place for a building programme at this school; if she
will expedite the building programme in order to accommodate these applicants; when the
planned new school building will be in place; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [15817/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): The project to
which the Deputy refers is currently at an early stage of architectural planning.

The project was approved to progress to stage 2(a) in May 2009. A stage 2(a) submission
was received from the school’s Design Team in March 2010 and is currently being reviewed by
my Department.

In light of current competing demands on the capital budget of the Department, it is not
possible to give an indicative timeframe for the delivery of the project at this time.

The school has made an application to my Department for temporary accommodation to
assist in accommodating increasing enrolments and this application is currently being assessed.
The outcome of this assessment process will be communicated to the school authority in due
course.

970. Deputy Olwyn Enright asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science if
she has sanctioned funding for a school (details supplied) in County Offaly in respect of the
provision of additional accommodation; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[15818/10]

Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Mary Coughlan): I am pleased to
inform the Deputy that the school referred to by her recently received approval for a grant to
carry out building and renovation works, proposed by the school, to cater for their enrolments
for September 2010.
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