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Chuaigh an Ceann Comhairle i gceannas ar 2.30 p.m.

————

Paidir.
Prayer.

————

Ceisteanna — Questions.

————

Ministerial Responsibilities.

1. Deputy Eamon Gilmore asked the Taoiseach the responsibilities of the Ministers of State
within his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14622/08]

2. Deputy Enda Kenny asked the Taoiseach the responsibilities of the Ministers of State
appointed by him; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17123/08]

3. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach the responsibilities of the Ministers of
State appointed by him; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25593/08]

The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 1 to 3, inclusive, together.

The Government appointed Deputy Pat Carey as Government Chief Whip and Minister of
State at my Department and the Department of Defence. Deputy Dick Roche was appointed
Minister of State at my Department and the Department of Foreign Affairs with special
responsibility for European affairs.

As Chief Whip, the Minister of State, Deputy Carey, is primarily responsible for the organis-
ation of Government business in the Dáil and the Government’s programme of Dáil reform.

1



Ceisteanna — 1 July 2008. Questions

[The Taoiseach.]

He also oversees preparation of the Government’s legislative programme. In addition, my
statutory functions with regard to the Central Statistics Office have been delegated to him. I
have also assigned responsibility for the active citizenship initiative in my Department to him.
His role will be to drive the initiative forward, oversee implementation of the recommendations
of the task force on active citizenship and, critically, promote the concept of active citizenship
in all spheres of Irish life. I also expect him to monitor and identify additional measures which
would strengthen our social interaction and broaden the manner in which we view our
responsibilities as citizens in the modern Ireland. He will be supported in this work by a steering
group chaired by Ms Mary Davis and the active citizenship office in my Department.

In a co-ordinating role in my Department, the Minister of State, Deputy Roche, chairs an
interdepartmental co-ordinating committee on European Union affairs. The committee keeps
under review and works to ensure coherence on the full range of issues on the European
Union’s agenda. It has a particular focus on the correct and timely transposition of EU legis-
lation. In addition to these duties, the Minister of State has a heavy workload within the
Department of Foreign Affairs, representing the Government at a wide range of EU and
international meetings. In this context, he plays a central role in consolidating and further
developing Ireland’s positive bilateral EU relations, particularly with the new member states.
He was extensively involved in the public debate on the reform treaty in the lead-up to the
referendum. Similarly, he has responsibility for the Government’s Communicating Europe
initiative which aims to foster a broad public understanding of and identification with the issues
on the EU agenda.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: During the recent referendum on the Lisbon treaty one of the
questions asked in response to the argument that the reduction in the number of Commis-
sioners from 27 to 18 was in the interests of efficiency of administration and governance was
how we could argue it was necessary to reduce to 18 the number of Commissioners for a
population of 500 million when, for a population of 4 million, we had 15 Cabinet Ministers and
20 Ministers of State. Does the Taoiseach believe we have too many Ministers of State? At the
time he appointed his Government did he give any consideration to whether the number should
be reduced?

Will the Taoiseach clarify the position regarding the Minister of State, Deputy Mansergh?
In announcing the formation of the Government he indicated Deputy Mansergh would be
Minister of State at the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism with responsibility for the arts.
Last week the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism, Deputy Cullen, published the delegated
powers order to be given to the Minister of State. The only reference to the arts I can find in
the text is that the Minister of State will have the powers and duties conferred on the Minister
under the Heritage Fund Act 2001. This makes the Minister of State responsible for little more
than stately homes. By what means is the Minister of State to be given responsibility for the
arts? What is the position on the Taoiseach’s original proposal, given that it does not appear
to have been reflected in the delegation order?

The Taoiseach: The number of Ministers of State I have appointed is appropriate in terms
of the responsibilities they have been given. Some of these responsibilities are cross-departmen-
tal, an aspect that needs to be further developed. Following the OECD report on the reform
of the public service, I am mindful of how we can better organise government with a view to
ensuring we assign to Ministers of State responsibility for tasks which can be pursued in a
coherent fashion.

On the Deputy’s question regarding the Minister of State, Deputy Mansergh, I have made
the point that Deputy Mansergh is Minister of State with responsibility for the Office of Public
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Works and has additional responsibilities in the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism. These
responsibilities are shared with the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism, Deputy Cullen, whom
the Minister of State will assist in the discharge of his duties, in the same way as other Ministers
of State assist senior Ministers.

Deputy Pádraic McCormack: He will hang the pictures.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: Does the Taoiseach believe Ministers of State are an abused cate-
gory of office holder in the House? Ministers now rarely turn up for Adjournment debates and
even when private notice questions are tabled, we sometimes find the Minister with direct
responsibility does not appear and a Minister of State is asked to appear in his or her stead.
For example, last week when the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Govern-
ment was asked to come into the House to deal with the serious concerns of residents of Cobh
and Ringaskiddy regarding pollution levels at the old Irish Steel site in Haulbowline, he was
nowhere to be found and the Minister of State at his Department, Deputy Hoctor, had to come
into the House at short notice. While it was not the fault of the Minister of State, the House
did not receive the direct responses it needed. Ministers repeatedly hide behind their Ministers
of State when questions are put to them, whether in the form of Adjournment debates or
private notice questions.

The Taoiseach: I do not agree with the Deputy’s contention. There is a set procedure for the
Adjournment debate, under which notice of matters to be raised is given by Members and
replies are provided by the various Departments. It is open to Members on the Government
side or those in opposition to give notice of matters they wish to raise on any given day and
the Ceann Comhairle will deem which ones are appropriate to that day’s debate. Business of
this nature has always been dealt with in that way since I entered the House.

Every Minister should seek, as a matter of courtesy, to be present in the House when a
matter relevant to his or her Department is being taken. However, there are occasions on
which it is not possible for Ministers to be here because they have other duties they are obliged
to discharge. Ministers of State are well capable of addressing matters relating to departmental
business in the absence of their senior counterparts.

Replies sometimes cannot be made available within the allotted timeframe because investi-
gations into particular matters might be ongoing. The idea that comprehensive answers to
private notice questions can be provided within the timeframe to which I refer is unrealistic,
particularly when one considers the complexity of some of the issues involved. Obviously,
however, there is a duty on Ministers, in whatever capacity, to provide information that is as
comprehensive as possible for the House at any given time. That duty is always discharged in
a conscientious way by Ministers.

I do not accept the Deputy’s contention that an effort is being made by Ministers to avoid
their responsibility to be present in the House whenever possible. There are occasions when it
is not possible for them to be here and, in such circumstances, their colleagues will reply to
matters in their stead. This is not meant as a discourtesy to anyone in the House.

Deputy Enda Kenny: The Taoiseach has been a Member of the House long enough to know
that this has become a farce. There was one occasion on which a senior Minister was in a
licensed premises near the Dáil when the case of a man who had been murdered was discussed
in the House. The Minister in question should have been present for that debate. The Taoiseach
may recall that famous incident which was raised by Deputy Allen at the time.

The Taoiseach and I know that serious reforms are required in order to make the House
more responsible and accountable and its workings more transparent. One area in respect of
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[Deputy Enda Kenny.]

which reform is required is that to which Deputy Gilmore refers, namely, the Adjournment
debate. The Minister of State, Deputy Carey, has responsibility for this matter but we have not
yet seen the colour of his eyes in respect of it. There are a dozen reports in his office — from
Government and Opposition parties — in respect of some of which there is a large measure of
agreement on how we could make the Dáil more interesting and relevant. It is his responsibility
to ensure action is taken on the recommendations made in them. I hope he will take on board
the urgings of the Taoiseach and ensure such action is taken.

Under the current system, if Deputy D’Arcy wishes to raise a matter on the Adjournment
tomorrow and the Ceann Comhairle allows him to do so, someone in the relevant Department
will prepare a script which might not necessarily deal with the issues in respect of which the
Deputy is seeking information. There is a solution in this regard, which is contained in one of
the reports sitting in the Minister of State’s office. The Labour Party and Fine Gael are in
agreement on that solution and I am sure a large number of Fianna Fáil Members would concur
with it. Under the proposal to which I refer, a second or third question could be put by the
Deputy raising the original matter. When are we likely to obtain a comprehensive package
from the Minister of State who has responsibility for this matter? He could make a name for
himself by reforming the Dáil and making it exciting and interesting in order that Members
would want to come into the Chamber to raise matters and receive replies in respect of them.

The Government should treat this as a matter of priority. I accept that it has various econ-
omic issues with which it must deal and challenges it will be obliged to face. However, the
House has in many ways become irrelevant to the Government which chooses to make all
major announcements relating to legislation and other matters outside it. In many instances
and from a Government point of view, the Dáil is treated as a place where one should not be.
The Taoiseach has been involved in politics for some time and is aware of this. Will information
on this matter be forthcoming before the end of next week or will we be obliged to wait until
October for the Minister of State to outline his proposals? I accept that, in the context of Dáil
reform, the said proposals may receive a large measure of support from Members.

What is the remit of the Office of the Minister for Children? I am concerned about the
comments made by the DPP last weekend in regard to his inability to take prosecutions in the
absence of a referendum on children. It seems that the changes of personnel on the Joint
Committee on the Constitutional Amendment on Children in respect of the Minister for Fin-
ance, Deputy Brian Lenihan, and the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Deputy
Smith, have brought about a serious change of attitude, and not for the good, towards the
progress it was making previously. More than two years ago, my party pointed out that a hole
existed in the Constitution and that a referendum was required to plug it, but the matter
appears to have stalled.

Has the Taoiseach instructed the Minister of State with responsibility for children that his
primary responsibility is to ensure this House deals with the issue of a referendum for children
so that young boys and girls do not become the victims of sexual predators? When somebody
of the eminence of the Director of Public Prosecutions is unable to proceed because of a
requirement for a referendum, surely it should be the responsibility of this House to progress
the matter.

From my party’s point of view, we submitted our proposals by the date requested but matters
seem to have stalled and I ask the Taoiseach to have a word with the new Minister of State with
responsibility for children. Can he confirm that it remains his intention to hold a referendum on
children’s rights, either on strict liability or the broader issue, and, if so, when will it take place?

An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy is straying beyond the question.
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The Taoiseach: That certainly is beyond the remit of this question but I will answer the first
part of the Deputy’s question and respond to the second as best I can.

In regard to the first part of his question, promoting Dáil reform is a shared responsibility
of all Members and parties in this House. We will seek to play a constructive role in that effort.
I have commented in the past that too often Dáil reform has been characterised by questions
of where the balance of advantage lies rather than the merits of the reforms themselves. If
everyone kept to the idea that we are trying to improve the working of the House and protect
its good name and reputation as we proceed with our business, we probably could make better
progress in this area than we have traditionally done. Too often, ideas have floated around or
been implemented but the original intention then started to stray, things became specific and
questions were asked for which no notice was given but on which people were expected to
have answers beyond what was originally intended. In other words, the practice of the House
often strays from the original objectives of the reform, which is not sensible either.

The Government and the Chief Whip will play a constructive role in exploring how we can
improve procedures for the benefit of imparting knowledge and information to the wider
public, as well as improving the interplay between Members as we try to discharge our
responsibilities. Unfortunately, rather than having that effect, the reforms often provide further
opportunities for a descent into theatrics from the substantive discussions and dialogue which
would benefit the public in terms of listening to the various ideas people have and the convic-
tions they hold. Let us hope we will continue to try to improve the situation. Too often, progress
is not made because that, unfortunately, turns out to be the outcome rather than the aspirations
which were the genesis of the discussions on improving the workings of the House.

In regard to the referendum, I have not studied the statement made by the DPP last Friday,
although I will consider it in the context of the continuing debate on this complex question.
My understanding is that he did not say he could not do his job but spoke instead about
difficulties and the prosecutorial role. The prosecution of offences is an issue that arises in
terms of how the crime can be fitted to the various warrants and how it can proceed in the
courts. I have not studied the statement but I understand that is what he was talking about.

The statement will have to be studied and I do not want to say any more until consideration
has been given to the DPP’s remarks. However, the statement makes a contribution to the
debate. The debate by the all-party committee is proceeding. People are finding out just how
complex these issues are in the course of these discussions.

On the problem of sexual predators, as referred to by the Deputy, the question of strict
liability applying can have an effect way beyond that particular category of crime. For example,
to what extent should young people engaged in sexual activity be brought within the ambit of
the proposals in a way not contemplated in the first instance? When one examines all these
issues, one finds one has to carefully circumscribe what it is one is trying to achieve while
ensuring it does not have an effect and consequence way beyond the particular legitimate issue
to be examined and sorted. It is hoped this will be done by way of constitutional amendment
based on consensus between the parties. However, it remains to be seen whether the parties
can reach a consensus on this issue.

It is true to say that varying views on the matter are emerging within the committee and
among its members, regardless of party affiliation. It is a matter for the committee to find a
solution to which everyone can subscribe. That may or may not occur. Much depends on where
the debate takes us. There are reasons that matters have not been concluded. It is precisely
because, as I have just outlined, a proposal which, on the face of it, might solve the initial
problem could create other problems further down the line.
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Deputy Enda Kenny: I thank the Taoiseach for his response. On Dáil reform, I have given my
view across a range of areas. I believe half a digital platform should be allocated for coverage of
Dáil, Seanad and Committee proceedings. The Ceann Comhairle should be in a position to
operate a lottery during Question Time to allow Deputies present in the House to be called to
ask a question. This would make business much more relevant for Members rather than the
set piece which involves a Minister or Minister of State coming to the House to reply to, for
example, eight or ten questions which have already been made known to him or her and, as a
result of which, Deputies, aside from those who tabled the questions, have no interest in coming
into the Chamber.

Will the Taoiseach confirm if the Government intends to hold a referendum on the chil-
dren’s issue?

An Ceann Comhairle: We are dealing with the responsibilities of Ministers of State. Deputy
Kenny is straying way beyond that issue.

Deputy Enda Kenny: I am not sure if the Taoiseach has asked the Minister of State at the
Department of Health and Children with responsibility for children, Deputy Barry Andrews,
to work towards completion of a referendum either on strict liability or on the broader issue.
Perhaps he will clarify that matter.

The Taoiseach stated that Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs, Deputy
Roche, who is not in the House, is responsible for the co-ordination of a coherent approach to
the European issue, with which I agree. Unfortunately, that is not what happened over the past
couple of months. Except for the occasional cursory contact I had with the Minister of State,
Deputy Roche, at the forum in Dublin Castle, there was not the type of co-ordination one
would expect in respect of such an issue.

Regarding the decision by the people on the Lisbon treaty, it has been brought to my atten-
tion that many sectors encounter difficulties as a consequence of the implementation of the
transposition of the directives into Irish law.

An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Kenny, we are dealing with the responsibilities of Ministers
of State.

Deputy Enda Kenny: The Taoiseach stated that the Minister of State, Deputy Roche, has
responsibility for the transposition of EU legislation review. I am asking the Taoiseach a ques-
tion about that responsibility. Will the Minister of State carry out a review of how legislation
has been transposed so that where flexibility is possible, it will be shown? This would demon-
strate that the Government had at least listened to the particular problems of sectors of Irish
life, ranging from turf-cutting to red tape in small business. The transposition of directives into
Irish law is his responsibility. This is a fundamental part of the reason people felt so much
frustration about the Lisbon treaty referendum. I ask the Taoiseach to ask the Minister of
State, as part of his remit, to carry out a review of what has been transposed in order that we
can deal with such issues. I raised with the Taoiseach’s predecessor the issue of water charges.

Is the Taoiseach happy that the assistance given to the Joint Committee on European Scru-
tiny which is also the responsibility of the Minister of State is sufficient? I understand there is
a river of material coming towards the committee and that it will need assistance, legal and
otherwise, in order that Deputies and Senators who serve on it can be properly and fully
acquainted with the range of material coming from Brussels. As the Taoiseach knows, under
the Lisbon treaty, they were to have only an eight-week period in which to make their views
and concerns known. Is he happy that the committee which has been brought to the level of a
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full committee is being given the necessary resources to do its job properly in the interests of
both the Oireachtas and the public?

The Taoiseach: The Deputy’s first question was about Dáil reform. We must ensure the
provision of considered and accurate information for the House is not supplanted by topicality,
as if we were here to provide a day-to-day commentary on newsworthy issues. The Parliament
must do its business according to the priorities it sets itself, which must include policy formula-
tion and dealing with issues that will develop over a certain timeframe. We must not accept
the idea that we are only relevant if we discuss issues that happen to be topical or are mentioned
on morning radio programmes. Parliament must find a balance between taking up issues of
urgent public importance and maintaining its role as the main legislative and debating forum
in the democratic life of the country. This may mean discussing issues that are not of immediate
topicality in wider society but the discussion of which is necessary in order to formulate ideas
and decide how we should respond to the major issues of the day as they affect us and our
relations with other countries and international organisations. Sometimes I feel Dáil reform is
only about facilitating discussion of subjects that will be printable the following day. That is
one aspect of it but it is not the full role of Parliament. Sometimes this point is missed. This is
an issue for consideration by the Committee on Procedure and Privileges. All parties in the
House will participate and the Chief Whip will play a constructive role, now that he has settled
in to his job, over the course of the summer.

3 o’clock

The Minister of State, Deputy Roche, chairs an interdepartmental co-ordinating committee
on European Union affairs. His job in this respect is to make sure the Government responds
to emerging issues highlighted by Departments based on the work they do. We hear a lot about

the importance of the Commissioner in the role of the civil service, so to speak,
of the Union. We also have 90 people in Brussels on a full-time basis defending
our interests through the Permanent Representation, where much detailed work

is done on how to adapt and formulate policies at European level which are subsequently
transposed into Irish law to ensure they meet our requirements. We do not hear one word
about this during the course of the debate. It is as though the one person appointed as Com-
missioner, no matter who it is, is the embodiment of how we defend all our concerns. Nothing
could be further from the truth. In fact, the Commissioner, on taking up his or her position,
must primarily focus on European interests. In the recent debate on the Lisbon treaty, this was
an aberration in terms of the role of Commissioner and those who are defending our interests
in the Union. I was asked whether the principle of proportionality is being respected with
regard to the transposition of European legislation. As the Deputy correctly said, if we had
passed the Lisbon treaty we would have a far better structure in terms of the role of national
parliaments and national parliamentarians would have an enhanced role in terms of policy
formulation in European legislation. This is now not available to us. The principles of pro-
portionality and subsidiarity would have been prominent in the future workings of the Union,
had it proceeded along the lines of the Lisbon treaty model. In any event, we are where we are.

During the referendum campaign it was suggested — I heard it in my part of the country
and Members probable heard it in the west — that people will no longer be allowed to cut turf
from their bogs. The ten year exemption, which is soon to expire, under the habitats directive
relates to saving blanket bogs in special areas of conservation but opponents of the treaty
presented it as though it denied people this freedom in every respect. Nothing could be further
from the truth but who seeks accuracy when trying to win an argument? It depends on what
side of the argument one is on. This is another example of people portraying the Union in an
unfair way, in this case by suggesting it has the power to impose such a ban, which it has not.
It is simply implementing a directive agreed by member states. We must decide either that we
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[The Taoiseach.]

should have a habitats directive with special areas of conservation and national heritage areas
or that we should not. The people who argue that the European Union is being too intrusive
will next week oppose developments in certain areas because they want to maintain our heri-
tage and protect the environment. I suppose it depends on what argument suits them on the
day and nobody need seek consistency.

This is another example of an open misrepresentation of the position. Canvass teams told
me that opposing canvass teams were talking this nonsense and reducing voters’ consideration
of a matter of national interest on the basis that they would never be able to cut turf again.

Deputy Enda Kenny: I was going to say keep the home fires burning.

The Taoiseach: It beggars belief but these things happen.

Deputy Enda Kenny: I could tell the Taoiseach worse.

The Taoiseach: The Deputy raised this question because he has heard about this, as have I.
What was being misrepresented was that the ten year exemption is up and that the blanket
bog and special areas of conservation issue comes into play. This does not mean people will
not be able to pursue their turbary rights which are not affected by special areas of con-
servation. Perhaps opponents of the treaty feel people should forget about all of these directives
and do as they wish.

Deputy Enda Kenny: Does the Government still intend to have a referendum on the chil-
dren’s rights issue?

The Taoiseach: The matter was referred to the all-party committee to see if all-party consen-
sus can be achieved. Consensus has not yet been reached due to a difference of opinion and
we will have to see how we proceed. We must take on board what the Director of Public
Prosecutions is saying in contributing to the debate.

Deputy Arthur Morgan: Fair play to those canvass teams for reporting back to the Taoiseach
as I did not see many of them around my area.

The Taoiseach: We had more than the Deputy’s side, actually.

Deputy Arthur Morgan: Does the Taoiseach recall appointing 20 Ministers of State six or
seven weeks ago? Does he recall that about a week or two later he swanned around the country
telling people to vote yes to a treaty because it would reduce the number of Commissioners
for a population of 496 million from 27 to 18? Can the Taoiseach explain how a total of 27
Commissioners for a population of 496 million is deemed excessive while 35 Ministers and
Ministers of State for a population of approximately 4.2 million is deemed 100% necessary?
Can he tell us if he sees any contradiction in the arguments he is presenting? Does he think
there is any irony there at all? Can he sniff any hypocrisy in that position? Has he changed his
position in light of the rumblings which have been coming from Europe since the people of
this State voted “No”? Is it the case that certain EU officials have decided they can live with
27 Commissioners, after all?

The Taoiseach: It is not the case that Ireland’s “No” vote will lead to the EU having 27
Commissioners — that is precisely the point.

Deputy Arthur Morgan: Of course it is the case.
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The Taoiseach: The Nice treaty provided that when the EU reached 27 member states,
the number of Commissioners would be reduced, although a unanimous vote is required to
that end.

Deputy Arthur Morgan: That was retained in the Lisbon treaty.

The Taoiseach: No. The Lisbon treaty was actually different. We will not go over it again.

Deputy Arthur Morgan: The Taoiseach is as well not to, because he lost.

The Taoiseach: We lost the referendum. I am aware of that. I will restate the position in the
interests of accuracy. I would hate the Deputy to be under a continuing misapprehension about
what is in the treaty. The Lisbon treaty provided that all 27 member states could continue to
have a Commissioner until 2014.

Deputy Arthur Morgan: Yes, and then the Commissioners will go.

The Taoiseach: No, the Deputy is wrong again. The treaty provided that, if agreed, the
number of Commissioners could be reduced to 18, subject to the principle of equal rotation. It
also provided that the number of Commissioners could stay at 27, if unanimous agreement
could be reached on that. That is what it said. It was not in the Sinn Féin literature, but that is
what the treaty said. As the Deputy would say, Sinn Féin got out its scéal and away it went.
The Deputy suggested that we should decide how many members of Government we should
have, and how many Ministers of State should support the work of those Ministers, on the
basis of the number of Commissioners the European Union has. I do not agree. I regard any
decision on the number of Ministers this country should have as a sovereign matter for the
Irish Government.

Deputy Arthur Morgan: I am delighted to hear the Taoiseach talking about sovereign
decisions. If we had supported the Lisbon treaty, we would have lost a considerable amount of
sovereignty in making decisions. Perhaps the Taoiseach is right to argue we should let that go.
Is the Taoiseach satisfied there is an absolute need for 20 Ministers of State? Is he satisfied
that all those positions are warranted? At a time when he is telling the rest of us to tighten our
belts, is he satisfied it is absolutely necessary to have 20 Ministers of State? During these
difficult times, we are facing pay freezes — the devil and all. Is he totally satisfied that all the
Ministers of State are giving us value for money?

The Taoiseach: I am absolutely satisfied that, in order to discharge political accountability,
two or three democratically elected politicians — a Minister and one or two Ministers of State
— should be asked to run a Department which may have many hundreds of thousands of
people working for it. I do not see what could be more respectful of our democratic institutions
than to give political responsibility for running Departments to politicians. We do not live in a
technocracy — we live in a democracy. People elect us to this House. This House elects
Governments. We have a broad range of domestic and international responsibilities in terms
of how we serve the people and the country. I assure the Deputy that those who hold positions
in this Administration have extensive and responsible jobs to do. Each of them is held to
account by the other Members of this House on a daily basis. I do not think it is in the
interests of politics for those who exercise the profession to denigrate their fellow members of
the profession.

Social Partnership.

4. Deputy Eamon Gilmore asked the Taoiseach when he will next meet with the social
partners collectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14623/08]
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5. Deputy Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin asked the Taoiseach the meetings he has scheduled with
trade union leaders and employers’ representatives in the context of a proposed successor to
the Towards 2016 Agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15234/08]

6. Deputy Enda Kenny asked the Taoiseach if he will report on progress in the national pay
negotiations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [17124/08]

7. Deputy Enda Kenny asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his attendance at the
IMPACT annual conference on 16 May 2008; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [19684/08]

8. Deputy Arthur Morgan asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his participation in talks
with trade unions and employers’ organisations in the context of a proposed successor to the
Towards 2016 agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25594/08]

The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 4 to 8, inclusive, together.

At the social partnership plenary meeting on 15 February 2008, the Government invited the
social partners to participate in a formal review of Towards 2016, as provided for under the
agreement. Given that the terms of the pay agreement for the private sector expired in March,
the review process includes negotiations on a new pay round. The Irish Congress of Trade
Unions held a special delegate conference on 17 April that authorised its participation in the
negotiations, which then commenced on 24 April. The social partnership steering group is
overseeing the review of the overall agreement. There have been several steering group meet-
ings to date, the latest of which took place on 11 June, as well as bilateral engagements within
individual social partnership pillars. These discussions will continue over the coming period.

Discussions are also underway with the parties to the pay agreement. To date, 17 meetings
have taken place. These meetings included discussions on the economic scenario; a review of
progress made to date on implementing Towards 2016 commitments in the area of employment
rights and compliance and pensions; the regulation of employment agencies and agency
workers; the legislative framework; workplace learning, education and upskilling; public sector
renewal; and pay and related issues. These issues will be the subject of ongoing discussion over
the coming weeks and a series of further meetings is scheduled to take place this week. In
addition, the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment has arranged bilateral meet-
ings with the social partners to discuss the Employment Law Compliance Bill 2008.

In setting out the priorities of my Government in the Dáil, I emphasised there is an urgency
in the parties to the pay terms moving towards an agreement, since the conclusion of an appro-
priate agreement would support the strength and confidence of the economy in an uncertain
world.

I am looking forward to working with the social partners to chart a course for the period
ahead which is in line with our shared objectives, a course which reflects the realities of the
situation in which we find ourselves and which enhances rather than diminishes our capacity
to secure jobs and living standards for tomorrow, and for the long term.

In keeping with my wish to engage actively and constructively with the social partners, I was
pleased to address the IMPACT 2008 biennial conference on 16 May. In the course of my
address, I spoke about the ongoing social partnership talks, the benefits that have accrued
under Towards 2016, public sector reform, decentralisation, the forum on the health sector and
the referendum on the Lisbon treaty.

I addressed the annual president’s dinner of IBEC on 25 June, at which I stressed the valued
of the partnership process at a time of international economic difficulty. In line with long
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established practice the current negotiations are being conducted by officials from the relevant
Departments, led by the Secretary General of my Department. The negotiations are overseen
by Ministers led by myself and I am briefed in detail on their progress. As on all previous
occasions the talks process can involve members of Government, including myself, when it is
considered that this would be helpful. I expect such engagement to take place, as appropriate,
over the coming weeks.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: As the Taoiseach noted, the pay terms of the existing agreement
for the private sector expired in March while that for the public sector will expire in September.
We are in a situation where there should be a new agreement on pay. When does the Taoiseach
expect the pay element of the talks to be concluded? Will that happen on this side of the
summer holidays? I note he said there have already been 17 meetings between the parties on
this issue.

I appreciate the Taoiseach cannot predict the outcome but I wish to ask him about the
framework of the talks. What period of agreement is anticipated to emerge from the dis-
cussions? Has the Government formulated a pay offer as part of these talks? Can the Taoiseach
indicate to the House what that might be, in general terms? Considering the non-pay elements
he referred to such as agency workers, temporary workers, collective bargaining issues and
issues related to employment legislation, are those matters now concluded in a way that allows
for full engagement on the pay element?

Deputy Enda Kenny: We must return to this issue again. Has the Taoiseach set a time limit
on to a conclusion of the pay talks, if they are to conclude? Is he concerned by the statement
from employers that, in certain circumstances, they might be prepared to walk away from social
partnership? Does he see that as a real concern? How does he propose to bring two polarised
sides together to form a basis for negotiation and conclusion? We recognise that social partner-
ship has been of fundamental importance to industrial peace in the country and to the benefits
we have seen in so many areas over the years.

Deputy Arthur Morgan: Does the Taoiseach believe the issue of low pay will be dealt with
as part of the current pay talks? This issue has been highlighted by Mandate, which represents
many low-paid workers, for example, those in the retail sector. Does the Taoiseach accept that
those low-paid workers are bearing the brunt of the rising fuel and food costs?

The Taoiseach: No pay offer has been made by the Government at this point. We are bringing
the published official estimates on the performance of the economy in the first six months to
the table so the social partners will be informed precisely as to what the Government regards
as the short-term and medium-term prospects. Doing so will comprise an important input into
the talks in an effort to determine whether we can conclude them successfully. It would be
premature to do anything until that issue is addressed.

The non-pay issues are not disposed of. There has been much discussion on them and, as
the Deputy knows, they formed a considerable part of the discussion on the Towards 2016
arrangements. There have been developments and the discussions continue. We will do what
we can to determine whether we can solve the problems to everyone’s satisfaction.

I would like to see the discussions conclude in the weeks ahead. This would constitute an
important signal of determination on the part of all parties involved to provide a stable frame-
work in a time of uncertainty and economic difficulty. This would be done with a view to
maintaining jobs and inspiring public confidence in respect of how we are proceeding. Everyone
acknowledges that the short-term economic outlook in Ireland has deteriorated. There are a
number of difficult policy choices to be made and we must safeguard Ireland’s future competi-
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tiveness in an increasingly volatile and globalising world. We must nurture an environment
that continues to be conducive to investment, trade and employment growth through greater
productivity and innovation.

There are a number of requirements to be considered if this challenge is to be met success-
fully. We must be realistic in our approach. We face a major challenge but must keep it in
proportion. The strength of our economy across many sectors puts us in a different position
from that in which we were when the challenges arose on the last occasion. Those engaged in
the social partnership process have risen to the challenge. The lesson we learn from our econ-
omic history is that, unless necessary corrective action is taken promptly and appropriately,
more painful adjustments with less scope for sensible prioritisation inevitably follow.

I will be making the point that we all need to recognise the short-term issues and that we
can return to a position of economic growth as soon as the international upturn comes. We
also need to make responsible and sensible decisions in the interest of job security, competi-
tiveness and fairness to all in the circumstances in which we find ourselves.

Priority Questions.

————

Direct Payment Schemes.

77. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food his views
on modulation proposals outlined in the CAP health check; the impact of such proposals on
rural development; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25677/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): For payments in
excess of \5,000, additional compulsory modulation at a rate of 2% per year is proposed from
2009 to 2012. This would bring the modulation rate to 13% by 2012. A further 3% modulation
is proposed on payments in excess of \100,000, an additional 6% is proposed on payments over
\200,000 and an additional 9% is proposed on payments above \300,000.

The objective is to use this funding to finance measures directed at addressing what the
Commission has described as the “new challenges” of climate change, risk management, bio-
energy and biodiversity. As the proposals stand, all of the additional modulated funds would
remain in the member state of modulation and could be allocated to farmer payments under
the rural development programme.

In the negotiations to date a wide range of views have been expressed by member states on
the Commission’s proposal on modulation and it is not clear what finally will be agreed. I have
opposed the proposed increases in modulation, together with several of my fellow Ministers
for Agriculture. I have concerns about significantly reducing the single farm payment at a time
when farmers are still adapting to the impact of decoupling and believe it is needlessly disrup-
tive to change the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013 so soon after its adoption.
However, I welcome that the funds released through additional modulation could be used for
farm payments in Ireland.

Ireland strongly supports pillar 2 of the Common Agricultural Policy and is providing a high
level of national funding for rural development. We already devote a substantial proportion of
rural development funds to addressing the new challenges identified by the Commission.

Deputy Michael Creed: I have to hand a press statement issued by the Minister on 28 May,
subsequent to the most recent publication of the health check proposals. In respect of the
modulation proposals, the Minister’s statement reads:
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In relation to the proposed increase in modulation . . . the Minister confirmed that any
funds raised in this way would remain in Ireland and could be allocated to agricultural
schemes and therefore Irish farmers would not lose under the proposals.

I wish to establish clearly that it is the position of the Government that Irish farmers are key
to any rural development proposals and that any proposal emanating from the Commission
which proposes to take money out of the pockets of farmers and invest it in rural development,
via the Leader groups or otherwise, is entirely unacceptable. Robbing Peter to pay Paul in the
name of rural development is unacceptable, notwithstanding the clear implication of the Mini-
ster’s statement that this is an arrangement and proposal with which he could live. As time is
critical, I wish to lay down a clear marker that the proposal to increase modulation to 13% by
2012 and to take money out of farmers’ pockets is entirely unacceptable.

Deputy Brendan Smith: I agree with the Deputy. The statement he quoted from me was
issued immediately after the publication of the Commissioner’s proposals on 27 May, which
was the first time I had sight of them. I repeat that Ireland is strongly opposed to increased
rates of compulsory modulation. The CAP health check process has just begun. I responded
previously to a parliamentary question tabled by the Deputy on the processes begun in respect
of a number of issues. Working groups have been established, comprising representatives from
each member state, to flesh out the proposals in each strand of the health check. At the Council
of Ministers meeting I outlined that Ireland was strongly opposed to the modulation proposals.

The aforementioned statement simply outlined that in the past funds that were modulated,
if one wishes to describe them as such, did not necessarily remain in the state from which they
were taken. Under the new proposals, were modulation to be implemented, such funds would
remain in the member state concerned. It is unclear what programmes can be assisted, were
the modulation proposals to be implemented. The Commissioner may envisage some schemes
that would be on-farm, rather than general, rural development programmes. While this still is
unclear, I have stated clearly, as will officials within the working group, that Ireland is opposed
to the modulation proposals outlined by the Commission. Only an initial discussion took place
at the meeting or at subsequent Council of Ministers meetings. It still is early days and my
officials will be doing their utmost to ensure we secure the best outcome and reiterate in the
strongest possible terms Ireland’s opposition to the modulation proposals.

Deputy Michael Creed: Does the Minister accept that the single farm payment, by virtue of
its static nature since its introduction, is of declining value year on year to the agricultural
community? I refer to further tampering with it, by way of reduction, in the light of agri-
inflation in particular. The Minister is aware, for example, that the prices this year of fertiliser,
energy and feedstuffs have increased by 62%, 20% and more than 20%, respectively. Any
tampering with the value of these payments will adversely affect both agriculture and rural
development because farmers are key to vibrant rural communities.

I refer to the French Presidency which commenced today. When President Sarkozy visits
Ireland in the near future, will the Minister avail of the opportunity to impress on him and the
French who, in general, are supportive of the Common Agricultural Policy that this matter will
not be tolerated by Ireland in the context of the health check?

Deputy Brendan Smith: As for the Deputy’s point on the visit by President Sarkozy, he is
aware I have met the French Minister for Agriculture and Fisheries, Michel Barnier, on a
number of occasions when we discussed issues of common concern and interest. I will continue
to so do within the Council of Ministers with like-minded Ministers. A variety of views have
been expressed by Ministers from various member states regarding the CAP health check in
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respect of milk quota, modulation and decoupling. However, I agree fully with the Deputy, in
that decoupling is relatively new and Ireland’s farming system has adapted to it well. When
farmers signed up to it, they were of the opinion that it constituted both a set and significant
part of their income. I am opposed to farmers losing part of their income from the single
farm payment.

Fishing Industry Development.

78. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the pro-
gress made in the course of discussions with EU fisheries Ministers in Luxembourg last week
with regard to the Irish fishing industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[25542/08]

Deputy Brendan Smith: The Agriculture and Fisheries Council of Ministers meeting in
Luxembourg last week had a heavy agenda of fisheries items which were of importance to the
Irish fishing industry. I attended the meeting with my colleague, the Minister of State with
responsibility for fisheries and forestry, Deputy Killeen.

In the run-up to, and during, the Council, the Minister of State and I had a series of meetings
with the Federation of Irish Fishermen regarding the difficult issues facing the Irish fishing
industry such as rising fuel costs, low prices at the quayside for fish, competition from cheap
imports of fish, the effects of illegal, unrecorded and unregulated fishing and quota restrictions
due to declining fish stocks. We also met EU Commissioner Borg on a bilateral basis the week
before the Council and made a strong case for the need for a package of EU-funded measures
to address the difficulties faced by fishermen across Europe but in Ireland, in particular, and
to set out other priority issues for Ireland.

Three significant regulations achieved political approval at the Council. A proposal was
agreed for a Council regulation establishing a Community system to prevent, deter and elimin-
ate illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, commonly referred to as IUU. This important
measure will address the high incidence of illegal fishing and significantly will tackle the market-
ing of fish and fishery products acquired through illegal fishing. After this measure comes into
force in early 2010, all fishery products will require a certificate that they have been caught
legally before they can be imported into the Community. This is a major regulation which has
much international focus on its success and will represent good news for legal fishermen, as it
will remove illegal products from the market. Ireland strongly supported this measure at the
Council and also called for the Commission to develop effective labelling schemes in order that
consumers can play a role by making an informed choice.

Political agreement was also achieved on a Council regulation on fishing authorisations for
Community vessels in third country waters and third country vessels in Community waters,
which is important to Ireland, given that we have responsibility for control of large fishing
grounds. The third regulation agreed is a Council regulation on the protection of vulnerable
marine ecosystems in the high seas from the adverse impacts of bottom fishing gears, which
follows on from a UN resolution.

The annual setting of total allowable catches and quotas is an important process for Irish
fishermen and I will press for the maximum possible allocations for Irish fishermen during the
negotiations taking into account the scientific advice on the state of stocks. Another agenda
point was a joint request by Ireland, France and Britain for a mid-year increase in the 2008
total allowable catch for cod in the Celtic Sea, based on jointly submitted scientific advice
from our respective marine research institutes indicating positive developments in the state of
the stock.
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Additional information not given on the floor of the House.

This is an important issue for our fishermen as Ireland’s 2008 quota is almost gone and the
fishery must be closed soon. As cod is taken in a mixed fishery, its closure inevitably will lead
to discarding, which cannot be justified. After strong pressure from Ireland, France and the
United Kingdom, the Commission agreed to consider proposing a increase in the 2008 total
allowable catch, if the latest scientific advice, due out at the end of last month, is sufficiently
positive.

A further significant point for Ireland was the renewal of the fisheries partnership agreement
with Mauritania which provides fishing opportunities for Community vessels in Mauritanian
waters for the next four years. These opportunities are mainly of interest to our pelagic fleet.

The most immediately significant agenda item concerned the crisis in the European fishing
industry and, in particular, the effects of the recent rapid increases in fuel costs. Ireland,
together with all the other affected member states, conveyed in the strongest terms the depth
of feeling of our fishermen on these issues and the seriousness of the situation facing them
which has led to public protests across Europe, including Ireland.

Commissioner Borg stated he had listened carefully to the case made both in the lead-up to
and at the Council and undertook to come to the next Council meeting on 15 July with a
package of emergency measures to try to alleviate the crisis. He has flagged that these measures
will be based on a commitment to addressing the over-capacity and over-exploitation issues in
the long term. However, in the short term they may include funding of partial decommissioning
to replace older vessels with more energy efficient ones, temporary cessation aid for vessels
involved in such schemes, modifications to the de minimis aid rules, reductions in social security
contributions for employees, support for research into fuel efficiency and the shift to energy-
efficient technologies, as well as marketing measures to address the prices achieved at first
point of sale, that is, the quayside. At the Council we pressed for additional EU funding to be
made available and I made it clear that the package must include additional EU funding to
provide for the implementation of these measures.

Deputy Willie Penrose: I thank the Minister for a comprehensive reply. This pertains to the
seafood industry which is worth up to \800 million and which certainly has been suffering
significant and devastating consequences. In particular, I refer to the impact on the approxi-
mately 12,000 people employed in coastal communities. It surely behoves Ireland to make an
all-out effort to deliver a profitable and sustainable industry. The Minister is aware that many
fishermen face complete economic ruin in the absence of a significant intervention, rather than
a token gesture, to save coastal communities.

The Minister is aware that the industry has sustained a series of changes, all impacted over
a short period, but even prior to the fuel price increases many were finding it difficult to
operate. Many had the idea of converting borrowings into long-terms loans but will financial
institutions do that now? Will the Minister agree that the people who bring in the catch are
the price takers? They do not come up with the price and they are not in a position to pass on
any costs in that regard.

Why can we as a country not intervene directly and render assistance, as other countries do?
This is part of the European debate. The French can do what they like. The Spanish Govern-
ment can intervene when it deems it necessary to do so but we are always the great white
knights who obey every rule, and it is one of the reasons the Lisbon treaty referendum was
defeated. Our problem is that we are too subservient.

The Minister met the fishermen and the representatives in Athlone. They sought a temporary
tie-up scheme, which is allowed under the European fisheries fund. That should not be given

15



Priority 1 July 2008. Questions

[Deputy Willie Penrose.]

as an excuse. What is the position on the control of fish imports and anti-dumping measures
the Minister referred to? We all saw what happened at the cargo terminal in Cork, which was
a frightening scenario. Why can we not market the fish, which is vital from a health perspective?

What is the position on the commitment to provide the decommissioning scheme for 80 m
vessels? Where is the \58 million that was provided for that scheme?

As an island nation we should take a pivotal role in responding to the current crisis. The
European Commission made promises and gave various commitments but that is like the acorn
seed. It takes years for the oak tree to grow. How long will it take the Council of Ministers to
deliver? What input will this country have to try to secure and save an industry that is extremely
important, even for those of us in the midlands? It is important for the country. We call upon
the Minister to intervene and take every step to ensure the security and future of this
important industry.

Deputy Brendan Smith: As Deputy Penrose said, I had a long and detailed meeting with the
Federation of Irish Fishermen in his home county of Westmeath a number of weeks ago. In
the meantime, both the Minister of State, Deputy Killeen, our officials and myself had the
opportunity to meet its members on a number of occasions and both before and after the
Council of Ministers meeting.

One of the issues highlighted to us is that the fisherman is always price taking and that in
recent times the actual price they have been getting for the product has decreased whereas for
the consumer the price of the end product, whether it is in a restaurant, a supermarket or
whatever, had increased.

In that regard, following the meeting in Athlone we established immediately a national Irish
seafood market initiative, which was one of the issues we put to the federation that day, under
the chair of the chief executive officer of Bord Iascaigh Mhara. The remit of the initiative will
be to discuss, identify and maximise the opportunities for domestic seafood supply to the Irish
seafood market. The objective is to bring the producers, fishermen, wholesalers, distributors
and processors together to ensure that the producers and market suppliers communicate with
the industry to ensure that everybody gets a fair price in the chain of production and processing.

Shortly after I was appointed to this office I made contact with Commissioner Borg. I had
in excess of a 30 minute detailed telephone conversation with him. Subsequently, the Minister
of State, Deputy Killeen, and I met him in advance of the Council of Fisheries Ministers
meetings. We outlined to him, as Deputy Penrose pinpointed, and others in the House a week
ago during the debate, the serious issues facing the industry. We outlined those issues cogently
and strongly to the Commissioner at our bilateral meeting. That was followed up subsequently
at our Council of Ministers meetings where both the Minister of State, Deputy Killeen, and I
spoke about all those important issues.

In view of the fact that as a Common Fisheries Policy we put strong pressure and proposals
to the Commission to bring forward an EU funded package of measures, a number of initiatives
have been taken. To answer Deputy Penrose’s question about when the Commission will come
back on the issue, Commissioner Borg said he will come back at the Council of Ministers
meeting, which is the 15 July, on foot of the deliberations of the Council meeting a week ago.
We let him know in no uncertain terms, however, the serious situation facing so many
fishermen.

Deputy Willie Penrose: I want to ask two brief questions. The Minister mentioned the Com-
mon Fisheries Policy. What efforts are being made to level the playing field from the perspec-
tive of control and enforcement across all member states to ensure that penalties imposed are
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harmonised and that Irish fishermen are not discriminated against? Has any progress been
made in investigating the discriminatory ban on Irish commercial vessels landing sea bass,
which does not apply to other EU states fishing in Irish waters?

Also, is any extra funding available to be directed without delay to investigation of and
research into alternatives to diesel for fishing boats? The Leas-Cheann Comhairle got a com-
munication from a fisherman in Kilmore Quay who said that if this is not done, there will
shortly be no white fish to market because it will not be cost effective to catch it. He said that
is not exaggeration or a case of fishermen whinging and that we should investigate now for
the future.

Deputy Brendan Smith: Regarding the latter points, as I mentioned earlier, the IUU regu-
lation has been adopted at the Fisheries Council.

Regarding a level playing field, we secured a commitment from Commissioner Borg that he
would examine a specific proposal from Ireland that would help strengthen the tools available
to coastal states such as Ireland to control fishing activity in our exclusive fishery zones. Mini-
sters are seeking in particular that the coastal member state has access to the quota limits
applying to any Community vessels fishing in its waters. Currently, our authorities do not have
access to get the relevant details on a vessel from another EU state. That is a lacuna in the EU
regulations and it is one of the proposals we put to Commissioner Borg.

Deputy Penrose asked about decommissioning. The Minister of State, Deputy Killeen,
announced a week ago that the offers have gone out regarding the decommissioning scheme.

Deputy Tom Sheahan: Again.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: That concludes the time for this question.

Deputy Brendan Smith: No. The offers have gone out to the individual vessel owners. A
total of \42 million has gone out——

Deputy Tom Sheahan: It was \58 million.

Deputy Michael Creed: Not a brown penny for the deckhands.

(Interruptions).

Deputy Tom Sheahan: The Minister is lucky he is not dealing with Deputy P.J. Sheehan.

Departmental Reviews.

79. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if he will
undertake a review of his Department’s programme of activities, services and schemes available
in view of the of tightening budgetary environment; if so, when he expects to complete such a
review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25678/08]

Deputy Brendan Smith: My Department implements a broad range of schemes and services
in the agriculture, forestry, fishing and food processing sectors. It is responsible for voted
expenditure of some \1.9 billion in 2008 and also acts as paying agency in respect of EU funding
for direct payments to farmers and market supports which total about \1.4 billion.

A high proportion of the Department’s Vote relates to large demand-led schemes, for
example, the REPS, the farm waste management scheme, the farm investment scheme, forestry,
the less favoured areas scheme, grants for marketing and processing projects and the new
suckler cow scheme, which together account form more than \1 billion in the Vote in 2008.
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Expenditure under these schemes is contingent on a variety of factors outside of the Depart-
ment’s control. These include farmer confidence, the availability of finance, the rate of com-
pletion of capital projects, weather and other factors.

The agencies under the Department’s aegis — Teagasc, Bord Bia, BIM, the Marine Institute
and the Sea Fisheries Protection Agency——

Deputy P. J. Sheehan: There will be nothing to protect soon.

Deputy Brendan Smith: ——together account for over \250 million of the Department’s
Vote this year to ensure that investment in the farming, forestry, fisheries and food sectors
continues to play a critical role in encouraging innovation, improving competitiveness and
ensuring protection of the environment.

Expenditure, receipts and the achievement of key outputs are very closely monitored on an
ongoing basis with a view to delivering the best possible service to stakeholders and to achieve
key targets within the budget allocations agreed by the Oireachtas. Value for money reviews
are undertaken on a regular basis. In addition, on the initiative of the Minister for Finance, the
Department has been engaged in an efficiency review with a view to identifying measures
which might be taken in order to effect improvements in efficiency in service delivery generally.

The Department’s main contribution to this process was to commit to a further reduction of
200 in staff numbers over the next few years. Further initiatives to reduce costs and improve
efficiency are under consideration.

I intend to continue with this prudent, ongoing approach to managing the Department’s
finances while taking due account of any decisions taken by Government in the context of the
current more challenging fiscal situation.

Deputy Michael Creed: I am nearly as wise as I was before the Minister responded, but I
expect all will become clearer after the House rises. I appreciate that many of the schemes
funded by the Department are demand led and the Department will have no choice but to
honour those schemes.

An issue that exercised us on Question Time on the past number of occasions is the sheep
sector and, in particular, a package of \28 million, which was promised in May 2007 in the lead
up to the general election. In the last series of oral questions the Minister confirmed that a
total of \9,000 out of the package of \28 million had been paid. Will the Minister assure the
House that particularly vulnerable sector of Irish agriculture, the sheep farming sector, will not
be asked to carry the can in respect of efficiencies or cutbacks — call them what he may —
and that package, although it requires to be re-tailored to fit the needs of the sheep sector
which is in decline, will be ring-fenced for the sheep sector?

Deputy Brendan Smith: I will come back to Deputy Creed with more detail. I will write to
him during the week because I do not have statistics with me on the take-up there may have
been in the meantime since he tabled that parliamentary question.

I assure him that I met individual farmers and others familiar with the sheep sector. There
are concerns about the decline in numbers for some time but, thankfully, there has been an
improvement in prices which was badly needed. It is an area in which I want to take a particular
interest because it is one that needs some assistance and needs confidence built back into it.
North of the Border, as I have gathered from speaking to officials in the Department there
and the Minister, they have been finding similar problems to ourselves in the sheep meat sector,
and it is an area we want to help.
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I do not want to be too prescriptive, but quite a large percentage of the recommendations
of the John Malone report into the sheep sector have already been implemented. Some of
them are in the course of implementation as well. I do not want to state the specific percentage
— I do not recall it exactly. I will send Deputy Creed a note on the sheep sector, in particular,
over the next few days.

Deputy Michael Creed: I appreciate that. The complexity of all of this is difficult to grasp in
a short space of time. Will the \28 million fund be ringfenced and remain for the sheep sector?
That was a promise made. It is a fund that has not been drawn down. It was promised because
it is a sector in crisis. It was a fund that was established with so many strings attached that it
proved virtually impossible for the sheep sector, highland or lowland, to access it.

Given the Minister has made a specific commitment to the sheep sector and has had dis-
cussions with his Northern Ireland counterparts, will he investigate — this is slightly aside from
the main thrust of this question — the potential of the wool industry? It is a sector that has
been virtually a “discard”, if I may import the term from the marine industry. It is an asset
that has been virtually discarded in recent years, but may be coming back into vogue. The
Minister might look at it, both from an insulation perspective and from a wool and yarn per-
spective.

Deputy Brendan Smith: I also had discussions with Ministers from the other devolved admini-
strations in our neighbouring island on a number of issues. We have been making arrangements
to hold formal meetings — these were more informal meetings.

One of the issues we will have down for discussion at the next North-South Ministerial
Conference on Agriculture that comes up relatively shortly is the issue of sheep and, obviously,
the all-island health status which is a regular issue on which we continue to make progress. It
will be one issue that I will be discussing in the meetings being arranged at North-South Minis-
terial Conference level with Minister Gildernew and her officials.

Deputy Michael Creed: And he will ringfence the \28 million. He will not let it slip away.

Deputy Brendan Smith: As Deputy Creed will be aware, we review on an ongoing basis the
particular demands on each of the subheads in the Department. Sometimes there can be press-
ure on one subhead. Other times there can be a reduced draw down on another subhead. At
times, in my limited knowledge of Government finances, there can be a transfer between
subheads within a Department depending on the particular pressures at different times.

Deputy Michael Creed: Is that a “No”?

Deputy Brendan Smith: I will not mislead Deputy Creed or any Member of the House. I do
not know what draw down there has been on that particular scheme to date.

Deputy Michael Creed: \9,000.

Deputy Brendan Smith: As Deputy Creed will be aware, sometimes the draw down can
change considerably in a short space of time——

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Ceist Uimhir 80 in ainm on Teachta chéanna.

Deputy Brendan Smith: ——but I will not give him information that would not be accurate.

Deputy P. J. Sheehan: It paid a rich dividend for the Government before the last election.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Deputy Sheehan, these are Priority Questions.
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World Trade Negotiations.

80. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the posi-
tion regarding recent developments in ongoing World Trade Organisation negotiations; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [25992/08]

Deputy Brendan Smith: The WTO Director General announced on Friday last that he will
propose that a WTO ministerial meeting take place in Geneva in the week commencing 21 July
next. The purpose of this meeting is to finalise the modalities or detailed texts of agreements on
agriculture and non-agricultural market access, NAMA. It is envisaged that a Signalling Con-
ference on Trade in Services will take place at the same time.

In preparation for the conference, it is expected there will be further engagement on agri-
culture and NAMA for the remainder of this week with revised texts due towards the end of
next week. This will be followed by meetings at official level in the run up to the ministerial
conference.

If agreement is reached on agriculture and NAMA modalities at this time, the expectation
is that, in the period needed to produce detailed WTO schedules, the other areas of negotiation
would be concluded so that the final overall agreement would be in place by the end of this
year.

It is by no means clear that this objective will be achieved. In addition to the large number
of complex issues across the broad spectrum of negotiating areas which are unresolved, the
uncertainty in the US political situation could play a crucial role in whether this proposed
timetable for reaching a final agreement is achieved.

I am very concerned about some of the proposals being made in the agriculture negotiations
and with the lack of balance in the overall process to date. It is not acceptable that the current
negotiations are focused on agriculture while other negotiating areas are not making progress.

The Government has and will continue to take every opportunity to express our concerns in
the strongest terms in the various EU and WTO meetings dealing with these negotiations. I
recently met my French counterpart, and the current state of play and imbalance in these WTO
negotiations were high on the agenda of this meeting. I can report that France and Ireland
share the same concerns on the direction of these negotiations and will continue to insist that
the Commission does not accept a deal which undermines EU agricultural production. I have
also had formal bilateral meetings with my colleagues from Spain and Poland and they too
share our concerns. I had meetings with other Ministers from member states as well.

The Commission, including Commissioner Mandelson and his officials, are well aware of
Ireland’s views on the matter. These views have been articulated clearly and consistently at all
available fora over the last several years, including bilateral meetings, meetings of the Article
133 Committee, the Agriculture Council and the General Affairs Council, and in bilateral
meetings with the Commission.

At last week’s Agriculture Council of Ministers meeting, I re-emphasised to the Agriculture
Commissioner, and to the Council as a whole, Ireland’s concerns. I referred, in particular, to
the changes that had taken place since WTO negotiations commenced in 2001 and I insisted
the new challenges of climate change and food security must be taken on board in any deal.

In the margins of the Council, a group of 20 EU countries reaffirmed their deep concerns
about the WTO negotiations. I will continue to ensure Ireland plays a leading role in this group
of like-minded member states. I will continue to work closely with like-minded Ministers in
other member states to seek support for our position.
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Additional information not given on the floor of the House.

At official level, my Department, and other Departments involved, have and will continue
to work assiduously in the various technical meetings to ensure Ireland’s interests are best
protected.

In summary, I will continue to pursue an outcome which does not undermine the 2003
reforms of the CAP and ensures that Irish and EU agriculture can compete on world markets.

Deputy Michael Creed: Notwithstanding his reluctance previously at Question Time here,
and indeed, the reluctance of his predecessor, to commit to using the veto in respect of the
proposals on the table now, does it remain the Government’s position, as articulated, albeit at
a late stage — with hindsight, far too late — in the context of the Lisbon treaty, and will the
Minister confirm in the House that it is the Government’s intention to veto unacceptable
proposals?

Second, has there been any change or variation in the proposals on the table at the WTO as
they relate to agriculture, and particularly as they relate to tariff cuts in the areas that are of
particular interest in Ireland, namely beef, dairy products and other critical sectors of Irish
agriculture?

Mr. Sarkozy, apart from being the French President and the incoming EU Presidency, is a
strong advocate of the Common Agricultural Policy. He has made various trenchant criticisms
recently, not just of Commissioner Mandelson but also of the WTO proposals that are now on
the table. In that context, has the Minister proposals, along with the Taoiseach, to meet with
Sarkozy on these issues, particularly as President Sarkozy appears to be under the impression
that the Government may re-run the Lisbon treaty referendum?

Deputy Brendan Smith: On the question on unanimity before the Lisbon treaty, as we all
are aware in this House, there was any amount of misrepresentation and misinformation on
the Lisbon treaty and what it would and would not affect. There was a suggestion from the
“No” campaign that unanimity would not be a requirement for a WTO deal if the Lisbon treaty
was ratified. Unanimity was a requirement before the referendum and would have remained a
requirement if the treaty had been ratified by our electorate. The Taoiseach clarified this point
with the Irish Creamery Milk Suppliers’ Association and the IFA——

Deputy Michael Creed: They were discussing a veto. The Minister should not be afraid to
say the word.

Deputy Brendan Smith: I am not afraid to say it and I was going to use the word. The
misinformation circulating created a need for a debate on the requirement for unanimity. My
predecessor, the Taoiseach and I have indicated that Ireland is prepared to use its veto if an
agreement which is unacceptable——

Deputy Michael Creed: The word “veto” has been used on the record by the Minister for
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, which I welcome.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: The Deputy should allow the Minister to make his statement,
please.

Deputy Michael Creed: I welcome this and it is a change of heart.

Deputy Brendan Smith: What Deputy Creed says is not correct because he——

Deputy Michael Creed: The record will show the Minister used the term “veto”.
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An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: The Deputy should allow the Minister to finish his sentence,
please.

Deputy Brendan Smith: I have participated in public broadcasts and media interviews and
stated then what I am stating now, if I have the opportunity to finish. The Taoiseach indicated
that Ireland is prepared to use its veto if an agreement unacceptable to Ireland is put to a vote
and this remains the position.

To revert to the Deputy’s earlier question, we expect revised papers on non-agricultural
market access, NAMA, and agriculture negotiations probably by 7 July in advance of the
meeting on 21 July. The position outlined clearly by the Taoiseach in advance of the Lisbon
treaty referendum was simply clarification and was consistent with every utterance from the
Government on the requirement for unanimity for a WTO deal. I emphasise this point to
the House.

Fishing Fleet Protection.

81. Deputy Tom Sheahan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
measures he will introduce to ensure that Irish fishermen are not placed at a competitive
disadvantage to other member states by the introduction of state aid packages for the fishing
industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25993/08]

Deputy Brendan Smith: The current discussions at EU level on the high cost of fuel are
essentially about short-term emergency measures. However, any long-term solution to the cur-
rent difficulties will have to include measures to rectify the fundamental re-balancing of the
fleet capacity with the stock resources available, taking into account the operational costs
involved for fishing vessel owners. Grant aid totalling \41.1 million to decommission 46 fishing
vessels under the 2008 fishing vessel decommissioning scheme has been announced. Approved
applicants have until 18 July to accept the offer and, if they do so, they must surrender fishing
licences by 12 September 2008.

This represents a substantial commitment from the Government, bringing the Irish fishing
fleet into balance with available resources and ensuring those remaining in the industry can be
assured of a profitable future. The removal of older, less efficient vessels will increase the
quotas available to the more modern competitive fishing vessels and to smaller vessels and will
contribute to achieving a more sustainable and profitable fleet. The scheme delivers on a key
recommendation of the strategy for a restructured, sustainable and profitable seafood industry
2007 to 2013, Steering a New Course, also known as the Cawley report.

The Commission’s discussion paper for short-term aid for the industry was the subject of
detailed consideration at the Agriculture and Fisheries Council on 24 June. The options being
considered for such short-term aid carry strict criteria which include linkages to more funda-
mental fleet management measures. Operating aid for fishing vessels is not permitted under
EU state aid rules and any such measures introduced by EU member states would be in breach
of EU law and subject to infringement proceedings in the European Court of Justice. The
Commission is intent on preserving a level playing field and reiterated this in its discussion
paper at the Council meeting. The paper states that there is an impending need to act in order
to avert a severe crisis for the EU fishing industry. The response must be EU wide and co-
ordinated in order to avoid distorting competition between member states or fleets.

At the Council meeting, and in line with the Commission’s stated policy, we pushed Com-
missioner Borg to bring forward a new EU-funded package of measures to alleviate the
immediate issues of concern to the Irish fishing industry. We believe that an effective resolution
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to many of the issues facing the industry, including the impact of rising fuel prices and quotas,
can only be achieved in an EU context.

The Commission has consistently held the view that the main challenge for the EU fishing
industry has been, and still is, the structural imbalance between fleet capacity and resources in
many fisheries. It firmly holds the view, with which I agree, that while the current crisis was
triggered by high fuel prices, there are many other factors impacting negatively on the industry.

Additional information not given on the floor of the House.

These include illegal, unreported and unregistered, IUU, fishing activity and imports in the
Union. In this regard, I am pleased that the Council took strong action and new measures to
combat IUU fishing, estimated at \1.1 billion of illegal imports into the Union annually, were
agreed and will commence at the beginning of 2010. I have also asked the Commission to bring
forward urgently initiatives on research and innovation to find ways to develop more fuel-
efficient engines and fishing practices.

As it is clear that high fuel prices will remain, it is imperative, more than ever, to attack the
root of the structural problems of the sector. We have put a significant element of the solution
to this in place and are delivering on it through the whitefish decommissioning scheme.

I was pleased with the short-term measures offered by several member states and with the
response of the Commissioner Borg, who has undertaken to revert to the next Council meeting
on 15 July with definitive proposals to address the issues facing fishermen.

Deputy Tom Sheahan: I was hoping the Minister, Deputy Smith, would answer my question.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I invite the Deputy to put a supplementary question.

Deputy Tom Sheahan: The Minister spoke of decommissioning the fleet, which has nothing
whatsoever to do with my question. I wish to know what short-term suggestions and measures
Commissioner Borg proposed. At a meeting yesterday in Athlone, which I attended, the fisher-
men were militant. They did not discuss decommissioning or the Cawley report, which takes a
long-term view of ways to maintain a profitable fishing industry. The fishermen talked about
what can be done for them in the next few weeks so that they will not go out of business. These
people are in dire financial need. Having examined the matter, I believe the only option is tie-
ups and I hope the Minister has discussed the possibility of this measure with Commissioner
Borg. I believe this is the only immediate, short-term measure which can save the fishing
industry in Ireland.

4 o’clock

The Minister in his reply suggested that the introduction of state aid packages was illegal, or
that Governments should not adopt such a policy. However, governments are doing this at
present. The Spanish Government, as Deputy Penrose said, will do whatever it must in order

to save the Spanish fishing industry. It may be illegal but it depends on the way
the Spanish Government structures aid and provides it for Spanish fishermen.
What short-term measures have been put to Commissioner Borg to save the fleet,

before decommissioning and the recommendations of the Cawley report are rolled out? What
short-term measures have been proposed to keep fishermen on the water?

Deputy Brendan Smith: I have met the fishermen and I know their concerns. I have also
heard these concerns from colleagues in the Oireachtas. Several issues were put to Com-
missioner Borg both in the meeting with the Minister of State, Deputy Tony Killeen, and I and
at the Agriculture and Fisheries Council. We made progress on the IUU regulation, which I
mentioned earlier in answer to a question from Deputy Penrose. We also strongly made the
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case that the least people should expect in an industry is a level playing field in the regulation
of catches which are taken illegally from our waters and so on.

We also strongly made the case for a marketing initiative to promote the purchase of good,
wholesome, nutritious fish from European waters.

There is a significant amount of illegal dumping into Union waters, which is the a cause of
serious problems for European fishermen. We are concerned about our fishermen.

Another matter we put to the Commissioner, which is an issue high on the fishermen’s
agenda, is the matter of cod in the Celtic Sea. We have asked for increased quotas and catch
from that sea. The marine institutes of Britain, France and Ireland put forward detailed scien-
tific information to show that the stocking levels have improved. The Commission receives its
own scientific data and it was due yesterday on the last day of June. We asked the Com-
missioner to revert to us as quickly as possible to see if an increase in catch could be allocated.
At the meeting Commissioner Borg was non-committal on the subject. We pressed him very
strongly in view of the available scientific data from the marine institutes of the three countries.
All agreed the stock levels had improved. We have asked that those scientific submissions be
given detailed consideration and that a decision is made. The Commission has produced a
paper. We have asked for immediate financial aid from the European Union and we have
outlined that very clearly. There is a Common Fisheries Policy and a European response is
needed. Practically everybody around the Council of Ministers table who had an interest in
fisheries was pushing the same line, that initiatives are needed directly from the Commission.

Deputy Tom Sheahan: I come back to the immediate nature of the needs of the fishing
industry. The Minister spoke earlier about how other countries have different quota laws and
it is very difficult for the Naval Service to regulate when boarding ships. The Minister also
spoke of illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, or IUU, and regulations to combat it
coming in by 2010. I am talking about immediate measures.

I will suggest one such measure. We must receive EU funding but I have been told by
fishermen that French and Spanish boats are working on diesel priced at 50 cent per litre,
whereas Irish boats are working on diesel priced at 91 cent per litre. It seems the governments
in question have implemented this measure on behalf of their fishermen.

An immediate measure which could be taken to help the fishermen and their fleet in this
country is to consider harbour dues. This would be of direct benefit to the fishermen and could
be looked at immediately as an instant help.

Deputy Brendan Smith: I do not know the differential in fuel price between countries but
there is a specific measure in this country to assist fishermen with the cost of fuel. At the
Council of Ministers meeting, as well as bilateral meetings, we put a range of proposals to the
Commissioner for consideration. He took the views of all the different member states and he
had to return to the college of Commissioners.

We pushed him very hard, outlining in particular that we get a very small share of the
European fisheries fund. Above all countries, we deserve a special EU-funded package because
of the very small allocation we have received over the years and that we would get, as currently
structured, between now and 2013. We put the point to the Commissioner very forcefully,
itemising particular areas where we thought funding could be put to very good use to deal with
the immediate problems that affect the industry throughout the country.

Deputy Tom Sheahan: What about harbour dues?
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Other Questions.

————

Farm Waste Management.

82. Deputy Jimmy Deenihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if he
will extend the date for the completion of buildings that have qualified under the farm waste
management programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [24360/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Trevor
Sargent): The farm waste management scheme was introduced by our Department in March
2006 in order to assist farmers meet the additional requirements of the nitrates directive. Under
the scheme, a standard grant rate of 60%, or 70% in the four zone C counties, was available,
and \114 million was spent on this scheme in 2007. Payment claims substantially in excess of
this figure are expected in 2008.

The success of the scheme is evidenced by the fact that 48,580 applications were received
from farmers under the scheme before the closing date of 31 December 2006. To date, 41,750
approvals have issued to farmers to commence work. The remaining applications have either
been withdrawn, are awaiting the receipt of full planning permission or are explained by the
receipt of multiple applications from a single farmer. This Department is continuing to issue
approvals on an ongoing basis as confirmation of the receipt of full planning permission is
received from applicants and has already written to local authorities acknowledging the major
contribution which they have made to this process, as well as reminding them of the importance
of the end of 2008 deadline for completion of works under the scheme.

The 31 December 2008 deadline is a condition of the EU state aid approval governing the
scheme. Farmers must complete the works and submit a payment claim to the Department by
this date in order that they can qualify for the generous grants available. A notice has already
been sent out by the Department to all approved farmers under the scheme reminding them
of the importance of compliance with this deadline. I am not in a position to ask the EU
Commission to alter the terms of the state aid approval.

Deputy Michael Creed: Would it be helpful in determining the level of drawdown or feasible
to write to all the applicants who now have approval? This is an EU-aided scheme but if the
drawdown would be smaller it could open opportunities to open the farm investment scheme
again. Writing to these farmers could advise them of the timeframe, which is impossible for
them to comply with, and the Minister should take up that issue and engage positively with
farming organisations on it in terms of social partnership. I understand the matter is being
raised in that context. Writing to the farmers could also seek clear direction as to how many
of them intend to draw down the offered funding.

Deputy Trevor Sargent: I have no doubt there will be many items on the social partnership
agenda, of which this will be one. I cannot pre-empt what will happen there.

We are working within the result of a lobbying effort to the European Commission. That
has given us the date in question, and the Deputy will acknowledge there is not much room
for movement on that basis. There is a dynamic which should be of assistance in ensuring work
is carried out, which is the change in the construction industry. The Deputy knows that around
rural Ireland, the farm waste management scheme has been very important to the number of
bags of cement being sold, for example, up and down the country. I expect many builders are
appreciating the work being carried out and that whatever difficulties there would be in com-
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plying with the 31 December deadline will, somewhat paradoxically, be helped by the fact that
work will now be available that might have been difficult to engage builders on previously.

Deputy Willie Penrose: Given the importance of this scheme to environmental improvements
and enhancement, which must clearly be very close to the Minister of State’s heart, why has
he such a resigned attitude to the strict closing date? Is it again a case of throwing the hands
up and adopting a losing posture? Why do we not go to those in Europe and say we have
almost 7,000 applicants out there still trying to get forms filled and work completed?

Deputy Michael Creed: There are over 40,000.

Deputy Willie Penrose: The Minister indicated there were 48,580 applicants, of whom
approximately 41,700 have put their forms in by the closing date? Is that correct?

Deputy Brendan Smith: Approximately 42,000 applications have been approved.

Deputy Willie Penrose: How many have gone through?

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: There have been 41,750 approvals.

Deputy Willie Penrose: There were 48,580 applications originally.

Deputy Trevor Sargent: Some were withdrawn.

Deputy Willie Penrose: Almost 7,000 are left, along with the others mentioned by Deputy
Creed. In many rural areas, the only trucks moving now are going on to farms with blocks,
cement and everything else. Given the importance of this scheme not only to environmental
enhancement and farm management structures, but to the construction industry and work in
general in rural areas in particular, will the Minister of State go to Europe on this? We are not
going cap in hand but on a very fundamental basis underlining the importance of this scheme
to environmental issues, as well as health and safety issues.

Deputy Trevor Sargent: I agree this is a very beneficial scheme, which is also generous. It is
a once-off and it was very clear in March 2006, when it was introduced, that it was the time to
get involved and get the work done. There has been much foot dragging, as the Deputy knows,
over the years when it comes to the implementation of the directive in question.

Far from going cap in hand, we have received Exchequer funding and a willingness from the
European Commission to ensure we finally got our act together. There has been a significant
amount of flexibility brought to bear on this issue. This is the reason I do not want to give any
impression that there is some kind of slippage and people should take their foot off the pedal
in the implementation of the scheme and getting the work done.

I have written to local authorities to ensure they guarantee there are no delays in arranging
permission and its side of the arrangement being complied with. I have circulated a notice to
all approved farmers under the scheme reminding them of the importance of compliance. I do
not want to give an impression that it may be possible to revisit the scheme. Unfortunately,
when this was done in the past, it resulted in slippage and the foot being taken off the pedal.
The Department wants the scheme to be implemented and the work done. I call on all con-
cerned to pull together to ensure this occurs.

Veterinary Service.

83. Deputy Joe Costello asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food his views on
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the recommendations contained in the report of the Competition Authority on veterinary prac-
tices; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25549/08]

Deputy Trevor Sargent: The report on veterinary practitioners by the Competition Authority
was published on 19 June. While the report found that legislation introduced by my Depart-
ment in 2005 had gone a long way towards modernising the profession, it concluded that some
reforms were still needed for consumers to benefit from competition. It has identified the
following restrictions which it believes need to be addressed: veterinary practitioners are
prevented from competing through normal methods of competition such as advertising and
offering discounts; vets are severely restricted in how they advertise and promote their business,
which denies consumers access to basic information on the availability, terms and prices of
veterinary services in their area; vets are unable to promote awareness of their practices and
services which discourages them from innovating; a lack of transparency in prices reduces
competitive pressure on vets, which can push up the price of veterinary services; and new vets
are hindered from competing with established vets.

The report makes five recommendations designed to address these restrictions and encourage
vets to be more innovative in the delivery of services and ensure an adequate supply of veterin-
ary services in the long term and value for money in veterinary services. The recommendations
are directed to my Department and the Veterinary Council of Ireland. They are that the
Department should monitor the number of vets providing food animal services, consider the
introduction of lay testers for bovine tuberculosis and bring forward legislation amending the
Veterinary Practice Act 2005 to allow incorporated veterinary practices. In addition, the Veter-
inary Council of Ireland should remove unnecessary restrictions on advertising and its prohib-
ition on touting.

The Department will examine these recommendations in consultation with the Veterinary
Council of Ireland and relevant interests. However, it is favourably disposed towards the
further promotion of competition in the veterinary profession, thereby building on the
measures it has introduced in recent years, particularly in the animal remedies area.

Deputy Willie Penrose: One often wonders whether members of the Competition Authority
live in the real world. Many isolated rural communities are fortunate if one veterinarian decides
to locate in the area. While it is fine to speak about improving the veterinary service, does
the Department really believe some of the theoretical propositions made by the Competition
Authority have any application in rural areas? Do those who produce reports such as this have
any contact with reality?

As in the case of general practitioners, persuading a veterinary practitioner to move to an
area to serve its farming community often presents a challenge. Has the Minister of State
considered the possibility that the points system at college level is the major factor in curtailing
the number of veterinary practitioners? The supply of vets is the limiting factor because one
cannot promote competition without adequate numbers of veterinary practitioners.

We all want value for money. From my experience of dealing with many veterinary practices
during the years, I have found they give value for money and an excellent service.

Deputy Michael Creed: Is the Department considering legislative changes arising from the
report of the Competition Authority? To expand on Deputy Penrose’s point, a significant
number of veterinary practitioners have moved from large to small animal practices. This
ongoing shift is evident in rural areas. I understand the Department has an obligation to moni-
tor developments under existing legislation. Are trends emerging in this area which would give
cause for concern?
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Deputy Trevor Sargent: Given that the report was received as recently as 19 June, the
Department needs time to study it in greater detail. Nevertheless, nothing has been ruled out.
The lack of availability of veterinary practitioners, a point raised by Deputy Penrose, is one of
the reasons the Competition Authority has called for advertising rules to be loosened so as
to ensure greater innovation and competition. Serious consideration should also be given to
introducing lay testing for tuberculosis but I do not propose to rush to judgment on this recom-
mendation. We are aware that a degree of lay testing takes place in New Zealand and the
United Kingdom. We have an opportunity to act on recommendations but it is much too early
to give definitive commitments. Nothing has been ruled out at this point.

Written Answers follow Adjournment Debate.

Adjournment Debate Matters.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I wish to advise the House of the following matters in respect
of which notice has been given under Standing Order 21 and the name of the Member in each
case: (1) Deputy Michael Ring — to ask the Minister for Education and Science the up-to-date
position on the construction of a new premises for a Gaelscoil in County Mayo and ask that
she make a full statement on the matter (details supplied); (2) Deputy David Stanton — to ask
the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food to debate the urgent need to address the
failure of the Veterinary Council of Ireland to recognise the qualifications of a number of
veterinary nursing students who studied at St. John’s Central College, Cork, in 2005 and who,
owing to a loophole in legislation, are not eligible for inclusion in the provisional register of
veterinary nurses and, as a result, may not be in a position to continue working as veterinary
nurses after 1 July 2008; (3) Deputy Thomas McEllistrim — to call on the Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform to establish a special squad in the Garda force to deal with anti-
social behaviour and public disorder and to strongly urge the Minister to introduce this squad
on a pilot basis in Tralee town; (4) Deputy James Bannon — the need for the Minister for
Education and Science to provide an update on the new school building for Loughegar national
school, County Westmeath — the original building dates back to 1872 — which has been
delayed without any explanation being issued from his Department, with the school facing the
prospect of having to go back to tender in relation to this urgent matter owing to the risk of
losing the builder whose tender has been accepted; (5) Deputy Ulick Burke — the need for
the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to extend the harvesting
of peat for domestic purposes on designated bogs beyond 2008 in view of the current high
energy costs, and if he will examine the 1997 and 2000 interpretations by the then Governments
of the 1992 EU habitats directive; (6) Deputy Brian Hayes — the need for the Minister for
Education and Science to make an early statement on a request, now ten years old, that Our
Lady’s School, Templeogue Road, Dublin 6W, be given approval by his Department to proceed
with its building project and if he will make a statement on the matter; (7) Deputy Michael
Creed — the failure to provide adult day training for students who reach 18 years of age; (8)
Deputy Michael McGrath — that the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government give urgent priority to dealing with the hazardous waste at the former Irish ISPAT
site, Haulbowline Island, County Cork, in line with best environmental practice; (9) Deputy
Joe Carey — the need to fast track the delivery of the Ennis water augmentation scheme; (10)
Deputy Kieran O’Donnell — the provision of disability funding for adult day places at the
Daughter of Charity Services, St. Vincent’s, Lisnagry, County Limerick; (11) Deputy Simon
Coveney — to ask the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to
outline in detail the measures he intends to take to make safe the site at Haulbowline and
reassure the population living and working in the vicinity that hazardous and toxic waste
materials on the former ISPAT site do not pose a serious public health risk; (12) Deputy Fergus
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O’Dowd — to ask the Minister for Health and Children to discuss the review of radiology
which was carried out in our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda, in 2006; the reason for such
a review at the time; the terms of reference and outcome of the review, and the actions taken
regarding this very significant matter in view of the fact that more than 4,000 X-rays of patients
at the hospital are being reviewed as a direct result of misdiagnosis of illness; (13) Deputy Joe
Costello — the provision of a permanent school building for Gaelscoil Barra, Cabra; (14)
Deputy Thomas Byrne — the situation regarding a health centre for Laytown, County Meath;
and (15) Deputy Kathleen Lynch — to discuss the cutback to disability services at the Cork
Centre for Independent Living.

The matters raised by Deputies Michael Creed, Kieran O’Donnell, Thomas Byrne and Joe
Costello have been selected for discussion.

Leaders’ Questions.

Deputy Enda Kenny: Today the Ulster Bank and Halifax and First Active have raised their
variable standard interest rates for the first time since 2001. This development comes in the
face of a further hike in interest rates by the European Central Bank when it meets on Thurs-
day. This will make life very difficult for hundreds of thousands of people who currently feel
the pinch of rising prices, fuel costs, threats of unemployment, cutbacks in frontline services
and a deterioration in the value of their pensions and houses. In particular, 100,000 young
people face the terrifying spectacle of their houses being lower in value than their mortgages.

I remind the Taoiseach that he bears responsibility for a great deal of the problem, despite
the fact that he and his Government will continually argue that it is due to international events.
I will quote his address to the National Mortgage Conference in January 2006 when, as Minister
for Finance, he stated “there is certainly a consensus that the Irish mortgage and housing
market has been strong over an extended period of years because the economic fundamentals
of the Irish economy have been strong”. In April 2006, speaking to the Real Estate Alliance
property conference, he assured the public, particularly young people considering whether they
should use their savings to buy a home, that economic fundamentals were “anchoring the
performance of the property market”. We now know there was no such consensus because in
October 2005 the International Monetary Fund, backed up by the OECD, the ESRI and the
Central Bank, stated the house price over-valuation in Ireland was large compared to other
countries and could not be solely explained by economic fundamentals. During his term as
Minister for Finance, the Taoiseach knew and was being advised by the best experts at home
and abroad that house prices were grossly over-inflated. Does he accept any responsibility for
this debacle and the position in which 100,000 young people, including many young couples,
find themselves?

Will the Taoiseach explain what the Minister for Social and Family Affairs meant yesterday
when she said the Government was there to help people who lost their jobs or got into difficulty
repaying their mortgages? Was this an announcement of some new Government scheme for
mortgage repayments?

The Taoiseach: There is an existing scheme which relates to mortgage interest relief. Mort-
gage interest relief was more than doubled in the past two budgets.

Deputy Michael Creed: The Government will be obliged to double it again.

The Taoiseach: This was a proper response and it resulted in much greater benefits for a
larger number of house buyers and those with mortgages than would have been the case had
I taken on board some of the proposals put forward by the Opposition at the time.
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I do not accept the point made by the Leader of the Opposition to the effect that I made an
incorrect policy decision in choosing that option rather than proceeding with stamp duty reform
at a time when house prices were appreciating. If I had instigated such reform, prices would
have been hiked up to an even greater degree because it was then a seller’s market. I continu-
ally made that point in the past and I stand by my assertion. The reforms I put in place in the
most recent budget were introduced at the appropriate time.

On increasing interest rates, there is no doubt that difficulties in international markets and
the lack of access to funds are causing problems in the context of the cost of the inter-bank
rate for banks themselves. That cost is being passed on to consumers. I regret that this is a
consequence of what occurred in international markets during the past eight or nine months.
Ireland is not immune to what happens in those markets. Since joining the euro, we have
enjoyed historically low interest rates. I do not underestimate the increased costs accruing to
mortgage holders. However, the responses I brought forward in successive budgets in respect
of increasing mortgage interest relief were appropriate and led to people benefiting.

Deputy Enda Kenny: The Taoiseach was dragged, very reluctantly, towards taking action in
respect of stamp duty. When he finally took such action, it was too little too late. If the
Taoiseach is stating that he knew in advance that mortgage interest relief would have to be
available in abundance through the Department of Social and Family Affairs, this makes the
reply he has just given even worse. He was advised by national and international experts that
house prices in this country were grossly over-inflated. He stated in September 2007 that the
economy was stronger than at any previous point in history. In April of this year, he said he
was not concerned with regard to the slowdown in the construction sector.

The Taoiseach now appears to be expressing helplessness and stating that we are not immune
to international developments. Such developments are not responsible for the highest increases
in the cost of living in any of the eurozone countries since 2001 or the highest increase in
unemployment among European Union states. Ireland has steadily losing its market export
share since 2001. These developments were not caused by international events and the
Taoiseach served as Minister for Finance when they came about.

The Taoiseach previously stated that we should engage in some straight talking on these
matters. Straight talking was the mark of the Deputy Cowen of old when he occupied the seat
to his left in which the Minister of Health and Children is sitting. What is the position? Does
the Taoiseach accept responsibility for the situation where 100,000 young people, single and
couples, face the terrifying prospect that the value of their houses and pensions are deteriorat-
ing? People’s mortgages are now greater in value than the houses in which they live. They are
the mortgaged poor and have been made such by what was a phoney economy.

The Taoiseach holds responsibility in respect of this matter because he led the economy to
which I refer. As Minister for Finance, he introduced successive budgets which were reckless
in nature and which gave rise to inordinate levels of public spending. The banks lent money,
left, right and centre, and it was a case of “easy come, easy go” in the economy because it
made people cheerful and helped win votes.

Does the Taoiseach accept that the position in which we currently find ourselves was com-
pounded by the actions he took when Minister for Finance? The people to whom I refer are
approaching Deputies on all sides of the House to voice their concerns regarding their mort-
gages and the threat of unemployment and the cuts in front-line services. The problems to
which I refer were created on foot of the construction of a phoney platform designed to get
the Taoiseach’s party through another election on the basis that people would assume that all
was rosy in the garden when, in fact, that was not the case.
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Will the Taoiseach see to it that the Ministry for Finance will not again become a tool used
to encourage people or give them false hope, as was the case when it was claimed that the
construction economy was built on a sound platform? He was responsible for the economy for
the past three years and he will now be obliged to suffer the consequences. At least 100,000
people are going to find themselves in dire straits as a result of the actions he took when he
served as Minister for Finance.

The Taoiseach: I reject all of the assertions put forward by the Leader of the Opposition and
I defend the actions I took when I served as Minister for Finance. On the question of reckless
spending, the national debt fell from 30% of GDP in 2004 to 25% last year. Debt service as a
share of tax revenue fell from 4.7% in 2004 to 3.4% last year. In the years 2005, 2006 and
2007——

Deputy Paul Kehoe: What about the way forward?

The Taoiseach: I am answering Deputy Kenny’s question on reckless spending.

An Ceann Comhairle: The Taoiseach should be allowed to reply.

Deputy Michael Creed: We are looking forward, not back.

The Taoiseach: I would like to answer the question and I listened in silence to what Deputy
Kenny had to say.

Deputy Michael Creed: The Taoiseach is spoofing.

The Taoiseach: In the years 2005, 2006 and 2007 there was a current budget surplus of \22
billion. That gives the lie to charges of reckless spending. We increased capital spending and I
stand over the decision taken in this regard.

Deputy Michael Creed: Did the Government obtain value for money?

The Taoiseach: It is important that we continue with capital spending. I make no apologies
for increasing the old age pension by \66.

Deputy Enda Kenny: Good.

(Interruptions).

Deputy James Bannon: What is the Government going to do in 2009, 2010 and 2011?

The Taoiseach: I doubled financial supports for parents with children under six years of age.

Deputy Enda Kenny: Very good.

The Taoiseach: I also doubled the provision relating to special needs education. In addition,
I increased the social welfare budget by 40%. I stand over the decisions I made in this regard.

Deputy Enda Kenny: Does the Taoiseach stand over the \60 million spent on voting
machines?

The Taoiseach: Deputy Kenny claimed that I was profiting and misspending. He should
indicate where I spent too much, as far as he is concerned, in the areas of health, education
and social welfare.
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Deputy Michael Creed: Did the Government obtain value for money?

The Taoiseach: It is his responsibility to do so if he disagrees with my assertions.

Deputy Enda Kenny: What about the money spent on voting machines and PPARS?

(Interruptions).

The Taoiseach: The Deputy also suggested the economy——

Deputy Enda Kenny: The Government created the monolith that is the HSE, which is costing
\15 billion and the level of service has worsened.

The Taoiseach: ——can be characterised as a building site and nothing more. Our economy
is sophisticated and developed. One quarter of the jobs currently in existence in Ireland were
created during the past ten or 11 years when this Administration was in power.

We will face into the international downturn——

Deputy Joan Burton: It always comes back to the international downturn.

The Taoiseach: ——in a far stronger position than previously. We will be obliged to ensure
that we take prudent corrective action. We must not defer the necessary corrective action
because if we do so, we will face more difficult times in the future. We will make our decisions
in this regard on the basis of the publication of the mid-year Exchequer returns tomorrow. The
Minister for Finance will make a statement on those matters and the Government will make
its decisions appropriately, prudently and quickly as a result.

Deputy Paul Kehoe: More cutbacks.

Deputy James Bannon: Stealth taxes will be introduced when the Dáil goes into recess.

The Taoiseach: We will discuss these issues in the House next week.

Deputy Enda Kenny: Those in government are not taking responsibility. They are headless
chickens.

Deputy Michael Creed: Will the Taoiseach lead by example? Will he forego his pay rise?

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: The Taoiseach stated the Government will make decisions based
on the mid-year Exchequer returns. I understand these will be published tomorrow. Is the
Taoiseach aware of the contents of those returns? Did the Cabinet discuss the figures today?
When will he be in a position to outline to the House exactly what he and the Government
intend to do to deal with what is indicated by those figures?

For a couple of weeks, the Taoiseach and the Government have been communicating in
coded language. More use of this language is evident today. The Taoiseach referred earlier to
taking prudent corrective action. Last week he stated that temporary adjustments would be
necessary in order to avoid more permanent damage. The Minister for Finance stated on the
“News at One” last week that resolute, prudent and determined action would have to be taken.
The Taoiseach also informed those at the IBEC dinner last week that it may be relatively
painful to apply a corrective course now. When speaking in New Ross, the Minister for Finance
indicated that none of this means there will be cutbacks but rather that savings will have to
be made.
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As the Taoiseach’s predecessor might have said, the world, his brother and his mother knows
that all of this coded language means that the Government is contemplating making cutbacks
and introducing some form of stealth taxes. The only thing we do not know is what exactly the
Government means to do.

Will the Taoiseach come clean and inform the Dáil and the people as to the nature of the
corrective actions, measures, temporary adjustments and savings the Government intends to
announce? Does he intend, prior to the summer recess, to indicate to the Dáil the steps the
Government will take and translate the coded language into words we and the public can
understand?

The Taoiseach: To answer Deputy Gilmore directly, the situation is clear. We are experienc-
ing a reduction in tax revenues. As is normal, the Minister for Finance will have informed the
Government in general terms about the figures to be released in advance of the publication
tomorrow of the Exchequer returns by the Department of Finance. They will be released
tomorrow, not today, by that Department, in keeping with convention. As a result of publi-
cation of those figures, the Minister for Finance will issue a statement. As the Deputy is aware,
we will have a debate next week on the NDP and the economy which will present a good
opportunity for the Government to outline the general position. Given that tax revenues will
be back from where we expected them to be because of the international financial situation, it
will be necessary for us to work to our expenditure targets within the budgetary parameters
we have set ourselves. That makes for a challenging time both for the remainder of this year
and in respect of the opening position for next year. Decisions will have to be taken in the
context of the Estimates for next year’s expenditure targets.

This matter will be addressed calmly and sensibly in the context of informing the House in
the normal way. Deputies can be assured that the Minister for Finance will be in a position to
make a statement to the House next week. It is not for the Government to make decisions on
foot of how eminent other financial institutions may be; it must decide on the basis of its own
figures which are collated right up to the time of publication. The Government is au fait with
the general position and the Minister and his colleagues will determine the broad strategy to
be adopted. The Government will make decisions promptly and appropriately and we will
discuss them in the House.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: I understand the Exchequer figures will be released tomorrow at a
press conference.

The Taoiseach: That is normal.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: We are not in a normal situation. We are seeing the most dramatic
turnaround in the public finances in a very long time. Will the Minister for Finance come into
the House tomorrow to tell us what the Exchequer returns are and the approach the Govern-
ment intends to take?

Deputy Seán Barrett: It is what the Dáil is for.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: It is not credible when for the past couple of weeks the Taoiseach
and the Minister have spoken in this coded language and dropped hints all over the place about
corrective action, prudent measures, savings and temporary adjustments. Such language is
creating the climate for the Government to engage in cutting various programmes and services
and, possibly, introducing some stealth taxes. In effect, what the Taoiseach has being doing for
several weeks is communicating the preamble of what in effect will be a mini-budget, yet it
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appears he will not present it to the House. As soon as it goes into recess, he will have a couple
of months to put it into practice.

Everybody knows that the public finances have changed. Everybody understands the econ-
omic environment is different. Incidentally, this is not an international matter. It is largely due
to the Taoiseach’s mismanagement of the economy that we are in this hole.

The Taoiseach: Rubbish.

Deputy John Cregan: It is rubbish.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: We want the Taoiseach to tell the House what he will do to address
the issue instead of presenting all these coded messages and pretending that we will get the
figures tomorrow, following which the Government will address what it is going to do. Is he
trying to tell us that the Government has not been addressing this issue for quite some time?
It is incredible that he does not know, in general terms at least, the steps that will be taken,
the programmes that will be hit and the expenditure that will be pared back. We are seeing
some of this in practice.

Deputy Michael Creed: The sick and the handicapped.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: Anybody with experience of dealing with Departments or the public
service can see what is happening. Will the Taoiseach treat the people like adults and tell us
exactly what is happening and what will be done? He should put it on the table and take out
the coded language and, instead of allowing the Minister for Finance or his officials to arrange
a press conference, he should have the Minister come to the House in order that we can debate
the matter.

Deputies: Hear, hear.

Deputy Seán Barrett: That is real Dáil reform.

The Taoiseach: The Government makes decisions on the basis of its own figures. We make
these decisions after we receive the figures which are being published transparently and will
be explained by officials of the Department of Finance. As that is long-established practice,
there can be no suggestion from Deputy Gilmore or anybody else of spin. The figures will be
published by the Department, which is the norm.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: Does the Taoiseach know the figures?

The Taoiseach: The Government will make decisions——

Deputy Paul Kehoe: Bring them here.

The Taoiseach: Excuse me——

Deputy James Bannon: Will there be money?

An Ceann Comhairle: Please allow the Taoiseach to finish.

The Taoiseach: The Government will make decisions in regard to the figures at its meeting
following their publication and we will come into the House next week to set out our broad
budgetary strategy based on them. That is an expeditious, sensible and orderly manner in which
to conduct Government business. We will not anticipate those decisions until they are taken.
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That is the position. The Government has been indicating that, with tax revenues down, we
will work within the broad budgetary parameters we have set for ourselves, which means that
in the short term, as we know, there will be a deterioration in the public finances this year
because tax revenues will not meet the predicted level. Our growth rate will not reach the
predicted level because of the situation affecting every country, not only Ireland.

Deputy Michael Creed: It is not affecting every country.

The Taoiseach: In regard to——

Deputy Paul Kehoe: Bring the figures here.

The Taoiseach: ——an analysis——

Deputy Seán Barrett: There is no European recession.

The Taoiseach: I am sorry gentlemen.

Deputy Seán Barrett: It is the same spin, as in the last general election.

An Ceann Comhairle: Please allow the Taoiseach to finish.

The Taoiseach: In regard to an analysis of what is happening in the economy, the drop in
output in the residential construction sector has been a major reason for the reduction in
growth rates to the current level. That will be announced in a transparent and orderly fashion
by the Government.

Deputy Damien English: Will it be debated in the House next week?

The Taoiseach: That is the orderly way to proceed. We have listened to the various forecasts
and will make our figures available to the public tomorrow. The Government has been dis-
cussing this matter and will come forward with its decisions following publication of the
official figures.

Deputy Joan Burton: The Government received the figures last week.

The Taoiseach: We will make our decisions at next week’s meeting and then come to the
House.

Deputy Dermot Ahern: We do not make them off the top of our heads.

Deputy Michael Creed: The emperor has no clothes.

Requests to move Adjournment of Dáil under Standing Order 32.

An Ceann Comhairle: Anois, iarratais chun tairiscint a dhéanamh an Dáil a chur ar athló
faoi Bhuan-Ordú 32. We will now deal with requests to move the adjournment of the Dáil
under Standing Order 32.

Deputy Olivia Mitchell: I seek the adjournment of the Dáil under Standing Order 32 to raise
a matter of national importance, namely, the failure to sanction funding for a new extension at
Our Lady’s School, Templeogue, work on which is due to commence this month following its
inclusion in the list of 22 schools announced for immediate construction by the then Minister
for Education and Science, Deputy Hanafin, in a press statement in January 2007. The decision

35



Order of 1 July 2008. Business

[Deputy Olivia Mitchell.]

to reduce investment in education is inconsistent with all the expert advice, including that of
Forfás and the utterances of the Taoiseach when Minister for Finance.

Deputy Fergus O’Dowd: I seek the adjournment of the Dáil under Standing Order 32 to
raise a matter of national importance, namely, the need for the HSE to outline why it employed
an outside agency to carry out a review of radiology at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital,
Drogheda, in 2006; the reason for such a review; if concerns were expressed at the time by
consultants in radiology in regard to work practices and staffing levels; and if the HSE will now
publish a report on the actions taken since, in view of the fact that more than 4,000 X-rays of
patients at the hospital are being reviewed as a direct result of misdiagnoses.

Deputy Simon Coveney: I seek the adjournment of the Dáil under Standing Order 32 to
raise a matter of national importance, namely, the continuing potential risk to human health
and marine ecosystems in the Cork Harbour region due to toxic and hazardous waste at the
former Irish ISPAT site at Haulbowline.

Deputy James Bannon: I seek the adjournment of the Dáil under Standing Order 32 to raise
a matter of national importance, namely, the threat of massive Government cutbacks which
are set to follow its blatant mismanagement of the wealth of the boom years; the resulting
economic havoc; and the expected budget deficit of more than \3 billion as the construction
industry crumbles around us.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: Hear, hear.

Deputy Dan Neville: I seek the adjournment of the Dáil under Standing Order 32 to debate
the following matter of urgent national importance, namely, the absence of a clear, identifiable
leadership within the HSE to implement A Vision for Change, the report of the expert group
on mental health policy and, the recent report of the Independent Monitoring Group that
considers that the HSE was mistaken in its decision not to implement the recommendation to
establish a national mental health service directorate to drive the changes recommended in the
report and for the Dáil to debate the second independent report on implementation of the
recommendations contained in A Vision for Change.

An Ceann Comhairle: Tar éis breithniú a dhéanamh ar na nithe ardaithe, nı́l siad in ord faoi
Bhuan-Ordú 32. Having considered the matters raised, they are not in order under Standing
Order 32.

Order of Business.

The Taoiseach: It is proposed to take No. 11, motion re referral to select committee of
proposed approval by Dáil Éireann of the terms of the International Convention against Dop-
ing; No. 12, motion re referral to select committee of proposed approval by Dáil Éireann of
the terms of the agreement on social security between the Government of Ireland and the
Government of the Republic of Korea; No. 20, Chemicals Bill 2008 — Order for Report,
Report and Final Stages; No. 1, Civil Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2006 — Amendments
from the Seanad; and No. 21, Intoxicating Liquor Bill 2008 — Second Stage (resumed) to be
taken not later than 8.30 p.m. and, the order shall not resume thereafter.

It is proposed, notwithstanding anything in Standing Orders, that the Dáil shall sit later than
8.30 p.m. tonight, that business shall be interrupted not later than 10 p.m. and that Nos. 11 and
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12 be decided without debate. Private Members’ business shall be No. 45, motion re fishing
industry.

An Ceann Comhairle: There are two proposals to put to the House. Is the proposal that the
Dáil shall sit later than 8.30 p.m. tonight agreed?

Deputy Simon Coveney: No. Last Thursday afternoon, the Minister of State, Deputy Máire
Hoctor, misled the House, whether deliberately or not, I do not know. However, she misled
the House in response to questions regarding the Hawlbowline site in Cork harbour and the
content of that site in terms of toxic and hazardous waste.

I propose an amendment to the Order of Business to provide for an extra 40 minutes after
10 p.m. to allow the Minister of State, Deputy Hoctor, to correct the record or for the Minister
for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to make a statement on the issue.

Deputy Ciarán Lynch: I support Deputy Coveney’s proposal. Deputies who were in the
House last Thursday afternoon will be aware five requests were made to the Ceann Comhairle
for a Minister to come into the House to explain what was going on in Ringaskiddy. The quality
of the response received was wanting. Questions raised by the community of the harbour area
were not answered. I note the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government
is present in the House. It is urgent and critical that the community is assured, in terms of what
is being done by Cork County Council and the Environmental Protection Agency to address
what is an obvious health hazard in the Cork Harbour region, that the matter is being dealt
with.

The Taoiseach: The Department’s remit is to facilitate a thorough investigation of the site
and to report to Government thereon to allow for a Government decision on the future use of
the site. The Minister will report the outcome of this exercise to Government in the coming
months.

In the meantime, a contractor engaged in interim surface clearance works disturbed a quan-
tity of hazardous material on the east tip. In defiance of instructions from the Department the
contractor persisted with unauthorised works and it ultimately became necessary to terminate
his contract. The Department’s instructions, which were endorsed by the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, were designed to prevent any further piecemeal unauthorised works which
could have unknown environmental consequences.

The matter is being handled by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government. The Minister has met with people from the area and has explained to them the
situation in terms of the information available. He will report on the matter to Government as
soon as the report, in respect of the site which has existed for 30 years, becomes available.

An Ceann Comhairle: Is the proposal re the late sitting agreed?

Deputy Michael Creed: We need to have a debate on the matter in the House.

(Interruptions).

Deputy David Stanton: Another cover-up.

Deputy Michael Creed: The Ceann Comhairle cannot allow a cover-up like that. The public’s
health is being affected.
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Deputy P. J. Sheehan: There is no regard for the citizens of Cork.

Question put: “That the proposal for dealing with the late sitting be agreed to.”

The Dáil divided: Tá, 79; Nı́l, 53.

Tá

Ahern, Dermot.
Ahern, Michael.
Ahern, Noel.
Andrews, Barry.
Andrews, Chris.
Ardagh, Seán.
Aylward, Bobby.
Behan, Joe.
Blaney, Niall.
Brady, Áine.
Brady, Cyprian.
Brady, Johnny.
Browne, John.
Byrne, Thomas.
Calleary, Dara.
Carey, Pat.
Collins, Niall.
Conlon, Margaret.
Connick, Seán.
Coughlan, Mary.
Cowen, Brian.
Cregan, John.
Cuffe, Ciarán.
Cullen, Martin.
Curran, John.
Devins, Jimmy.
Dooley, Timmy.
Finneran, Michael.
Fitzpatrick, Michael.
Fleming, Seán.
Flynn, Beverley.
Gallagher, Pat The Cope.
Gogarty, Paul.
Gormley, John.
Grealish, Noel.
Hanafin, Mary.
Harney, Mary.
Haughey, Seán.
Healy-Rae, Jackie.
Hoctor, Máire.

Nı́l

Bannon, James.
Barrett, Seán.
Broughan, Thomas P.
Bruton, Richard.
Burke, Ulick.
Burton, Joan.
Byrne, Catherine.
Carey, Joe.
Coonan, Noel J.
Costello, Joe.
Coveney, Simon.
Creed, Michael.
D’Arcy, Michael.
Deasy, John.
Deenihan, Jimmy.
Durkan, Bernard J.
English, Damien.
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Kelleher, Billy.
Kelly, Peter.
Kenneally, Brendan.
Kennedy, Michael.
Kirk, Seamus.
Kitt, Michael P.
Lenihan, Brian.
Lenihan, Conor.
Lowry, Michael.
Mansergh, Martin.
McEllistrim, Thomas.
McGrath, Finian.
McGrath, Mattie.
McGrath, Michael.
McGuinness, John.
Moloney, John.
Moynihan, Michael.
Nolan, M. J.
Ó Cuı́v, Éamon.
Ó Fearghaı́l, Seán.
O’Brien, Darragh.
O’Connor, Charlie.
O’Dea, Willie.
O’Flynn, Noel.
O’Hanlon, Rory.
O’Keeffe, Batt.
O’Keeffe, Edward.
O’Sullivan, Christy.
Power, Peter.
Power, Seán.
Roche, Dick.
Ryan, Eamon.
Sargent, Trevor.
Scanlon, Eamon.
Smith, Brendan.
Treacy, Noel.
Wallace, Mary.
White, Mary Alexandra.
Woods, Michael.

Enright, Olwyn.
Feighan, Frank.
Flanagan, Terence.
Gilmore, Eamon.
Hayes, Brian.
Howlin, Brendan.
Kehoe, Paul.
Kenny, Enda.
Lynch, Ciarán.
Lynch, Kathleen.
McCormack, Pádraic.
McManus, Liz.
Mitchell, Olivia.
Morgan, Arthur.
Naughten, Denis.
Neville, Dan.
Ó Snodaigh, Aengus.
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Nı́l—continued

O’Donnell, Kieran.
O’Dowd, Fergus.
O’Keeffe, Jim.
O’Sullivan, Jan.
Penrose, Willie.
Perry, John.
Rabbitte, Pat.
Reilly, James.
Ring, Michael.
Shatter, Alan.

Tellers: Tá, Deputies Pat Carey and John Cregan; Nı́l, Deputies Paul Kehoe and Emmet Stagg.

Question declared carried.

Deputy Simon Coveney: On a point of order, it is a long-standing precedent in the House
that when a Member misleads the Dáil, whether deliberately or not, he or she is given the next
available opportunity to correct the record. I understand it is a judgment call for the Ceann
Comhairle. I ask the Ceann Comhairle now to give the Minister of State, Deputy Hoctor, an
opportunity to correct the record on what she said last Thursday.

An Ceann Comhairle: The position is clear. If Deputy Coveney has a specific allegation to
make about any Member of the House, it is open to him to put down a substantive motion and
have it dealt with in that way. There are also a number of other ways in which this matter can
be raised. If Deputy Coveney wishes to raise a matter, either on the Adjournment or by way
of a Private Notice Question——

(Interruptions).

Deputy Simon Coveney: I have already put down a matter on the Adjournment but it was
not accepted.

An Ceann Comhairle: ——in that event the matter will be considered. Personal statements
are a matter for individual Members, who may contact my office.

Is the proposal for dealing with Nos. 11 and 12 without debate agreed to? Agreed.

Deputy Ciarán Lynch: On a point of order——

An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Kenny on the Order of Business.

Deputy Enda Kenny: I may raise——

Deputy Ciarán Lynch: On a point of order——

An Ceann Comhairle: If it is a point of order, yes. Is it a point of order?

Deputy Ciarán Lynch: There would appear to be an accusation that a Minister has misled
the House.

An Ceann Comhairle: I have indicated to Deputy Coveney the way in which that matter
must be addressed.

Deputy Ciarán Lynch: This is quite a serious allegation.

An Ceann Comhairle: That is not a point of order.
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Sheahan, Tom.
Sheehan, P. J.
Stagg, Emmet.
Stanton, David.
Timmins, Billy.
Tuffy, Joanna.
Upton, Mary.
Varadkar, Leo.
Wall, Jack.
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Deputy Ciarán Lynch: The Minister of State needs to clarify whether this was intentional
or unintentional.

An Ceann Comhairle: I have set out the procedure for the House in reply to Deputy
Coveney——

Deputy Ciarán Lynch: What the Minister of State said last Thursday afternoon may not have
been correct.

An Ceann Comhairle: ——-and I ask the Deputy to respect that. Deputy Kenny on the
Order of Business.

Deputy Ciarán Lynch: With respect, this needs to be clarified.

An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Kenny on the Order of Business.

Deputy Enda Kenny: This is a serious matter and I would like to take it a little further on
the Order of Business, if I may. A number of questions were asked of the Minister of State,
Deputy Hoctor, last week. Deputy Lynch asked whether a notice at Haulbowline indicated
that it was safe and Deputy Hoctor replied “I have just explained that there is no notice because
there is no health risk”. The Taoiseach has responsibility for this matter. The dumped materials
at Haulbowline include mercury, lead, chromium 6, zinc and PCBs.

An Ceann Comhairle: I cannot let Deputy Kenny go into this now.

Deputy Enda Kenny: Deputy Coveney and others requested a 40 minute extension of busi-
ness tonight to allow the Minister, Deputy Gormley, the Minister of State, Deputy Hoctor, and
anyone else to clear this up. I do not want to see people accused of scaremongering over
something that is potentially very serious. I am sure the Government does not want people to
be so worried that they will call for public inquiries and make claims relating to dumped
materials.

An Ceann Comhairle: Is Deputy Kenny asking for asking for additional time to debate
this matter?

Deputy Enda Kenny: It would be in everyone’s interest if the Taoiseach would respond on
this Order of Business by granting extra time to allow the Minister, Deputy Gormley, the
Minister of State, Deputy Hoctor, and anyone else who wishes to contribute to do so. This is
a reasonable suggestion. I have another question to ask when this is dealt with.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: The difficulty here arises from the fact that the questions on Thurs-
day were addressed to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government,
who, I understand, was in Cork on Thursday and went fundraising in Kerry later in the day.

Deputy John Gormley: We do not take corporate donations.

Deputy Billy Timmins: They say they do not take corporate donations.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: This is one of the most serious environmental problems to have
emerged for some time and people living in the vicinity in Cork are concerned by the risks to
their health. I understand an independent environmental report was prepared for Cork County
Council as far back as 2005. This report was submitted to the Department of the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government but seems to have been buried.

An Ceann Comhairle: We cannot go into that now and Deputy Gilmore must confine himself
to a question on whether there will be a debate.
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Deputy Eamon Gilmore: I support the proposal that there should be additional time this
evening for the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to provide
answers for the people of Cork. If he wishes to do this now I would be very happy.

Deputy Alan Shatter: A year ago he would have visited the area to look at the issue.

Deputy Simon Coveney: On the same issue, this afternoon the Minister for the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government met representatives of the residents in Ringaskiddy.

Deputy John Gormley: I have not met them yet; I am meeting them later.

Deputy Dermot Ahern: He did not wish to mislead the House.

Deputy Damien English: Then the Taoiseach misled the House when he said the Minister
had met the representatives of the residents.

Deputy Simon Coveney: In that context, is it not appropriate——

(Interruptions).

An Ceann Comhairle: Please allow Deputy Coveney to speak without interruption.

Deputy Simon Coveney: This is potentially the most serious environmental disaster the
Government has had to deal with. People are working only 200 to 300 yds from this site and
must face the potential health consequences of dust blowing from it.

An Ceann Comhairle: We cannot go into this now.

Deputy Simon Coveney: We in this House have a right to ask the Minister for the Envir-
onment, Heritage and Local Government to correct incorrect statements made last week on
his behalf by a Minister of State who was not adequately briefed. We want a 40 minute debate
on this matter and that is not unreasonable.

Deputy Ciarán Lynch: The Ceann Comhairle presided over this debate last Thursday and
many have commented on the quality of the response we received. The Minister could have
addressed the issue in this House or he could have gone to Haulbowline and called on the
county manager and the CEO of the Environmental Protection Agency, EPA, to join him and
see what could be done.

An Ceann Comhairle: I take it the Deputy is raising the question of a debate.

Deputy Ciarán Lynch: The Minister is to meet residents this afternoon and I welcome that
but he should also tell us in this House what is to happen.

5 o’clock

Deputy David Stanton: The Naval Service is located near the relevant area; does the Minister
for Defence have a view on this matter? This is an extremely serious issue. I live in the area
and have had calls from residents who are very concerned about the high levels of chromium

6 and mercury that have been known for years but covered up. I ask the
Taoiseach to publish the reports on this matter immediately so people’s fears can
be allayed. Will the Minister make a statement in the House this evening on the

matter? This is extremely serious, why is it being covered up? Why is the Minister running
and hiding?

Deputy John Gormley: I am here.
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Deputy David Stanton: He should make a statement. He is not being a public representative.
What is he hiding? People are genuinely afraid and there is a cover-up on this matter. Cancer
levels are very high in the harbour area.

(Interruptions).

An Ceann Comhairle: I inform Deputy Stanton that I have called on Deputy Creed. When
the Ceann Comhairle stands Deputy Stanton must sit.

Deputy Michael Ring: So much for the green Minister — he has gone yellow again.

Deputy Michael Creed: On the same issue——

Deputy Paul Kehoe: The Minister should make a statement and answer questions in the
House.

Deputy Simon Coveney: A Deputy is suggesting this is our fault.

Deputy Paul Kehoe: He is not behaving like a Cork man. He should support the residents

Deputy Michael Creed: The Taoiseach and Minister for Defence will be aware that
PDFORRA, the representative body for members of the Naval Service working at Haulbow-
line, has expressed concern about the safety of its members working close to this site. This
issue relates to a threat to them, local residents and marine wildlife and is of the utmost
importance. The Taoiseach should avail of the opportunity to restore the relevance of this
House and facilitate a debate on the matter.

Deputy Kathleen Lynch: Some people in this House think this is an issue that can be laughed
at but it is quite serious. Three reports were carried out on this matter since 2004 and the
Minister, though he inherited this problem, has access to them.

Deputy John Gormley: I inherited the problem from the Labour Party.

Deputy Brendan Howlin: The Minister must explain that comment.

Deputy Willie Penrose: The Minister is the ultimate buffoon.

An Ceann Comhairle: Is Deputy Lynch supporting the request for a debate on this?

Deputy Billy Kelleher: Deputy Bruton sold it for £1.

Deputy Kathleen Lynch: The Minister for smugness says he inherited this issue from the
Labour Party. I note that the people laughing are not from Cork but they are on the Govern-
ment back benches and should know better. Will the Minister release the three reports that
are in his possession and have been at his Department since 2004? I ask him to discuss the
matter in this House with those elected to represent the people involved rather than continue
with the stupid carry on that has prevailed for the past two weeks.

The Taoiseach: The Minister is trying to deal with this situation appropriately. He is meeting
residents this evening and will provide the information he has available to him. An adjournment
matter on this issue has been accepted in the Seanad and he will speak on it tonight.

Deputy Paul Gogarty: Deputies should not laugh at the Seanad.

An Ceann Comhairle: Please allow the Taoiseach to finish.
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A Deputy: He is some green Minister.

An Ceann Comhairle: Can we understand one thing here?

Deputy Michael Creed: The Minister is “Mighty Mouse” in the Seanad.

An Ceann Comhairle: Several Deputies have asked for a debate on this issue which has been
raised legitimately on the Order of Business.

Deputy Seán Barrett: There is no point in opening the gates at the weekend if we cannot get
answers here today.

An Ceann Comhairle: I have given every Member an opportunity to make points. Some of
them have been repetitive. The Taoiseach is attempting to reply to all of the points raised in
the context of whether the Order of Business should be amended. I ask that he be allowed to
do so, with silence from Deputies.

Deputies: Hear, hear.

The Taoiseach: As I said, the Minister, Deputy Gormley, is meeting the residents this
evening.

Deputy Michael Creed: We have heard that part.

The Taoiseach: He is open to providing information and giving whatever answers he can, in
response to residents’ questions, based on the information available. As I said, the action taken
by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, in terminating the
contract of the contractor involved in unauthorised works, has been endorsed by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency. One would hope people could take confidence from the fact that
such an independent agency is in agreement with the Department’s actions. The Department
is preparing a report on legacy issues which have affected the site since the 1930s and hopes to
be in a position to submit to the Government a comprehensive appraisal of the best way of
remediating the site. That initiative has been taken by the Minister, rather than by any of
his predecessors.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: That is an awful thing to say about Deputy Roche.

The Taoiseach: The Minister should be given some credit for seeking to deal with the matter.

Deputy Damien English: He was forced last week to do something about it.

The Taoiseach: He will address the concerns raised by the residents of the area by providing
whatever information he can at this evening’s meeting. The work that will enable us to consider
how best to deal with the situation is proceeding.

Deputy Simon Coveney: Why is he not prepared to come in here to answer questions?

Deputy Damien English: The Taoiseach knows more about——

The Taoiseach: At no stage——

Deputy David Stanton: From what is the Minister running away?

An Ceann Comhairle: Let the Taoiseach finish.
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Deputy Damien English: Will the Taoiseach take the questions?

The Taoiseach: The Deputy does not determine the order of the House. He might like to,
but he does not. At no stage has the Minister been playing down the issues involved such as
the potential hazards if the site is not treated in the proper way. As Minister for the Envir-
onment, Heritage and Local Government, he is aware of his responsibilities. He will meet the
residents this evening to reassure them. In the meantime, perhaps we can arrange for the Whips
to see if there is time——

Deputy Paul Kehoe: We can do it tonight.

The Taoiseach: Excuse me.

An Ceann Comhairle: I ask the Deputy to let the Taoiseach finish.

The Taoiseach: The Government orders the business.

Deputy Damien English: We agree to it.

The Taoiseach: If people have genuine concerns, we will try to accommodate them.

Deputy Michael Ring: Good man.

The Taoiseach: I will not be told what way we will do it. We will do it on the basis of what
is agreed when the Whips sit down and have a sensible discussion. If there is room for a one
hour debate in the morning, we will have no problem dealing with the matter. We should deal
with it calmly and let the Minister get on with his job as he see fit.

Deputies: Hear, hear.

Deputy Damien English: That is not what the Taoiseach said half an hour ago.

An Ceann Comhairle: I understand Deputy Kenny wishes to raise another issue on the Order
of Business.

Deputy Enda Kenny: The Broadcasting Bill 2008 which is before the Seanad is due to be
presented in this House at some stage. Will we be given an opportunity to——

(Interruptions).

An Ceann Comhairle: I ask Members leaving the Chamber to allow Deputy Kenny to pro-
ceed without interruption.

Deputy Enda Kenny: Will we have an opportunity to receive the report on cross-ownership
in respect of broadcasting?

(Interruptions).

An Ceann Comhairle: We cannot hear a thing.

Deputy Enda Kenny: They are a little enthusiastic, a Cheann Comhairle.

Deputy Damien English: The Chair should ring the bell.

An Ceann Comhairle: That should do it.
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Deputy Enda Kenny: Bang the bell. The Broadcasting Bill 2008 is due to be presented in
this House when the Seanad has finished dealing with it. The Tánaiste received a report yester-
day from Mr. Paul Sreenan, SC, on cross-ownership of media outlets and the need for defini-
tions, etc. Will it be possible for the report to be published and made available to Members
before the Dáil considers the Broadcasting Bill?

(Interruptions).

An Ceann Comhairle: I remind Members in the lobby that it is not gossips’ corner. Deputy
Kenny has to be allowed to proceed without interruption.

Deputy Billy Timmins: They are not listening.

Deputy Pádraic McCormack: The Taoiseach’s colleague is the biggest offender.

Deputy David Stanton: Jackie, move on outside.

Deputy Billy Timmins: We could not get him in last week, but now we cannot get him out.

Deputy Enda Kenny: It might interest the Ceann Comhairle to know that Deputy Healy-
Rae and the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform, Deputy Dermot Ahern, are dis-
cussing the back end of the Garda station in Caherciveen.

An Ceann Comhairle: Do not mind that. That will take care of itself.

Deputy Enda Kenny: There is a need for an extension there.

Deputy Jan O’Sullivan: The children were much better behaved at the weekend.

Deputy Enda Kenny: I asked the Taoiseach about the report on cross-ownership of media
outlets which Mr. Sreenan, SC, gave to the Tánaiste yesterday. It is relevant to the Broadcasting
Bill which will be considered in this House after it has been discussed in the Seanad. Can I
take it that the report will be published as soon as the Government has dealt with it? Will it
be published before the Dáil considers the Broadcasting Bill?

The Taoiseach: It is unlikely that such a large report which has just arrived on the Minister’s
desk and will have to be considered by the Minister, her departmental officials and perhaps
her legal advisers will be released in the near future. We will have to decide what the Govern-
ment will do with it. It is a question of ensuring the Government is informed on these matters.
That will take time. I do not think it will be sorted out within the timescale mentioned.

Deputy Liz McManus: Is the Taoiseach saying the Broadcasting Bill will be brought before
the House before it rises for the summer? If not, surely there is plenty of time to consider the
report in advance of its publication and the Dáil debate on it.

The Taoiseach: I am being asked to anticipate the Tánaiste’s consideration of a report that
she received last night. I cannot give any undertaking that it will be published before any
broadcasting Bill is considered.

Deputy Liz McManus: The Taoiseach is arguing that it will take time. I am merely pointing
out that if the Broadcasting Bill is not brought before the House next week and it looks like it
will not, the Tánaiste will have until the end of the summer — the beginning of the next session
— to carry out her deliberations and get the report into the public arena. It does not make any
sense to withhold it.
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The Taoiseach: That will be a matter for the Tánaiste.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: What are the plans for the business of the Dáil next week? What
legislation, if any, will be dealt with? What are the arrangements for the debate on the econ-
omy? I understand the Government intends to put a motion before the House. Which Minister
will introduce that motion? Can the Taoiseach confirm that there will be such a motion?

The Taoiseach: The motion on the economy will be in the name of the Minister for Finance.
The House will also consider the Intoxicating Liquor Bill 2008.

Deputy Pat Carey: There will be ordinary business, including questions, etc.

Deputy Arthur Morgan: Can we have a debate on the revelation than an archaeologist’s
report was changed by the National Roads Authority before the report on the N3 was submit-
ted to the Minister for Transport? If it were the case that the archaeologist’s findings were
completely disrupted by NRA officials, it would be a serious matter.

An Ceann Comhairle: There is not even a chance that the Deputy’s question is remotely
approaching being in order.

Deputy Arthur Morgan: I am only asking for a debate.

An Ceann Comhairle: I know, but I have to say no.

Deputy Arthur Morgan: Can the Chief Whip say whether there will be a debate on the
matter?

An Ceann Comhairle: That is not a winner.

Deputy Arthur Morgan: It is a serious issue.

An Ceann Comhairle: I know it is, but the Deputy cannot get into it now.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: He should take a new route.

Deputy Olivia Mitchell: Hundreds of disabled children in my constituency and throughout
the country are being sent home from school and told not to come back in September.

An Ceann Comhairle: I cannot go into that matter now.

Deputy Olivia Mitchell: The Chair may not go into it, but I intend to do so.

An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy can do so in a different way.

Deputy Olivia Mitchell: I am about to get to the question.

An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy can table an Adjournment debate matter if she wishes.

Deputy Olivia Mitchell: It is wrong that the children in question will be deprived of a service
this September.

Deputy Alan Shatter: Hear, hear.

Deputy Olivia Mitchell: They have been told to go home and stay there. The HSE has
seen fit to use the money needed for the palliative care of disabled children to prop up its
own inefficiencies.
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An Ceann Comhairle: Does the Deputy have a question on relevant legislation?

Deputy Olivia Mitchell: I find it bizarre and indefensible that the Government has decided
to target its cutbacks on dying and disabled children.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: Hear, hear.

An Ceann Comhairle: We cannot go into that matter now.

Deputy Olivia Mitchell: Will a Supplementary Estimate be introduced to fund these services?
Will the Minister for Health and Children take action before the Dáil rises for the summer?

An Ceann Comhairle: We cannot go into that matter now.

Deputy Olivia Mitchell: Will she reassure the parents of the children in question that their
children will receive services in September?

An Ceann Comhairle: There is another way of raising the matter.

Deputy Olivia Mitchell: It is wrong to allow these cutbacks to happen.

Deputy Enda Kenny: It is disgraceful.

Deputy Olivia Mitchell: It is wrong that they should be the first to be targeted.

An Ceann Comhairle: If Deputy Mitchell attempts to raise the matter on the Adjournment,
it will be looked on favourably.

Deputy Olwyn Enright: We have no voice.

Deputy Michael Creed: When will the promised animal welfare Bill be published? Can the
Taoiseach assure the House that traditional country pursuits such as hunting, fishing and shoot-
ing will not be threatened by the Green Party agenda in the context of that legislation?

An Ceann Comhairle: We cannot go into that matter.

Deputy Michael Creed: I would like to raise a second matter. Can the Ceann Comhairle give
details of the progress made with the establishment of structures of accountability? His office
undertook to investigate the development of non-elected quangos such as the NRA which are
not accountable to the House.

An Ceann Comhairle: We cannot go into that matter now.

Deputy Michael Creed: Structures should be in place to provide answers to questions such
as that asked by Deputy Morgan about an NRA issue.

An Ceann Comhairle: I call the Taoiseach on the legislation.

Deputy Michael Creed: Has any progress been made, a Cheann Comhairle?

An Ceann Comhairle: I cannot go into that matter now.

The Taoiseach: The animal welfare Bill is the subject of public consultation. Deputy Creed
can articulate his views at that forum.

Deputy Michael Creed: When is it expected that the Bill will be published?
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The Taoiseach: We will see how long the public consultation process which is the first
phase takes.

Deputy Michael Creed: Will the Bill be published in 2008?

Deputy Enda Kenny: When is the shooting season?

Deputy James Reilly: I wish to raise two matters. I asked last week whether the proposed
health information Bill would give the Health Information and Quality Authority the teeth to
enforce standards in hospitals, especially in the context of the \500 million litigation coming
down the line.

An Ceann Comhairle: We cannot get into the contents of legislation.

Deputy James Reilly: Does that Taoiseach accept that if we continue to ignore the situation
at Haulbowline, we will be looking at medical and legal claims worth billions of euro?

An Ceann Comhairle: I ask the Taoiseach to confine his response to the legislation.

Deputy James Reilly: I would like to raise a second matter.

An Ceann Comhairle: I hope it has to do with a second Bill.

Deputy James Reilly: Given that over 40% of dentists no longer participate in the general
medical service scheme, when does the Government intend to introduce the dental Bill? Are
there any plans to address this situation in the Bill?

The Taoiseach: The health information Bill will be introduced next year. There is no date
for the dental Bill.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: In view of the likely impact of the economic downturn on home
owners, when will the building societies (amendment) Bill be brought before the House in
order to get an opinion from Government backbenchers who might have an interest in the
issue?

The Taoiseach: Later this year.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: I have another question. The electricity (transfer of transmission
assets) Bill has been vaguely promised, with a long list of proposed legislation. Is it intended
to bring it before the House soon? There is a need to give clarity to the issues encompassed
with a view to restoring confidence in the sector.

The Taoiseach: Last Thursday the Tánaiste said there was no date fixed for publication of
the Bill.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: Maybe——

An Ceann Comhairle: There is no maybe about it. The Deputy has received a reply.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: The Tánaiste spoke last Thursday. I am interested to hear what
the Taoiseach has to say today. The Bill will take considerable time to complete and is very
important. It refers to the separation———

An Ceann Comhairle: I call Deputy Burton.
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Deputy Joan Burton: What is the position on the Law Reform Commission report on man-
agement companies? The report produced a prototype Bill for the organisation of owner-
managed companies. The Taoiseach said on previous occasions that there was an inter-
departmental high level committee of Ministers working on the issue. There are tens of thou-
sands of young people, many facing negative equity——

An Ceann Comhairle: We cannot go into that matter now.

Deputy Joan Burton: ——paying heavy rip-off management company charges——

An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy has said that before. We cannot go into the matter now.

Deputy Joan Burton: There is also a report from the National Consumer Agency. Can the
Taoiseach give the House an indication of his thinking on the matter? The Law Reform Com-
mission has actually attached a prototype Bill for the governance of owner-managed companies.
Does the Taoiseach intend to use that Bill? I have a second question if the Taoiseach would
answer the first one.

An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy should ask both of them now because we are trying to
take things in order.

Deputy Joan Burton: I refer to the debate next week on the economy and the national
development plan. I have asked about this issue on previous occasions. What information will
be supplied to the Opposition? There will be a press conference tomorrow for the media but
there is nothing for the Opposition. I wish to know, in particular, about elements of the national
development plan such as the public private partnerships included, many of which are now in
a parlous financial state.

An Ceann Comhairle: We cannot go into that matter now.

Deputy Joan Burton: I am sorry. For us to do our business, it is not just a matter of coming
in here and second-guessing——

An Ceann Comhairle: I cannot allow a speech on the matter now, as the Deputy understands.

Deputy Joan Burton: We are entitled to some level of co-operation from the Minister for
Finance regarding this important debate.

An Ceann Comhairle: We will move on. The Taoiseach will speak on the legislation, the
management companies Bill.

The Taoiseach: The Bill has been dealt with by the interdepartmental committee which has
not yet come back with a solution to the problem, although I understand it met again recently.
The Exchequer returns will be published tomorrow in keeping with normal practice. The
Department of Finance team will answer whatever questions the media have for it. That will
be——

Deputy Joan Burton: I wish to know if it will answer our questions.

The Taoiseach: That is not the normal practice, as the Deputy knows.

Deputy Joan Burton: How do we get answers to questions? The Minister very rarely comes
in to the House.
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The Taoiseach: We agreed some weeks ago to extend the sittings of the House to accommo-
date the debate. The Minister for Finance will come to the House and it will be an opportunity
for everybody to discuss the situation based on the information and range of data that will be
available, from the Exchequer returns, the Central Bank’s quarterly bulletin and CSO reports.
The Government will make its decision on the basis of those figures. We have heard enough
criticism of us for not coming to the House but we will be in the Chamber next week to set
out the position according to the Minister for Finance. That is what the people expect.

Deputy Joan Burton: Will it include information on proposed public private partnerships?
Will it include information from the National Treasury Management Agency and the Central
Bank on the financial stability of many of those——

An Ceann Comhairle: That is a matter for the debate. The Deputy cannot monopolise the
Order of Business in this fashion. It is not fair to other Deputies.

Deputy Olwyn Enright: The Minister for Social and Family Affairs was first out of the traps
yesterday before the Exchequer returns have even been published to tell us what we knew,
that in the current climate——

An Ceann Comhairle: Does the Deputy have a question on legislation?

Deputy Olwyn Enright: I do. The Minister said there would be no budgetary cuts in her
Department. Can the Taoiseach confirm if, in addition, the programme for Government com-
mitments made in respect of that Department will be fulfilled?

An Ceann Comhairle: I cannot allow that question.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: Why not?

Deputy Olwyn Enright: That is a surprise.

An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputies know why.

Deputy Seán Barrett: When we come back in October, will there be a package of real Dáil
reform available to us?

An Ceann Comhairle: We cannot go into that matter now either. We shall move on.

Deputy Seán Barrett: It is a legitimate question.

The Taoiseach: Dáil reform is a matter for all parties in the House and the Committee on
Procedure and Privileges. The Chief Whip, having taken up that position in recent weeks, will
obviously consider what ideas are current. It is important to point out that Dáil reform must
be about improving the workings of the House, not trying to find ways in which——

Deputy Damien English: The Taoiseach knows it is not about that.

The Taoiseach: ——the House can continue with theatrics or engage in them unnecessarily
and beyond its dignity.

Deputy Olivia Mitchell: We published proposals. The Taoiseach should give us a suite of
options.

The Taoiseach: This matters if we are interested in Dáil reform but Dáil reform is usually a
code for how we can continue the tennis match that takes place here every day.
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Deputy Damien English: Give us a chance.

The Taoiseach: If we are interested in proper Dáil reform, let us talk about the issue and
have a proper discussion. I would have no problem with that.

Deputy Seán Barrett: That is what I meant.

The Taoiseach: I know that is what the Deputy meant and that is why I answered him on
the same subject.

(Interruptions).

The Taoiseach: I know the Deputy’s party has proposals on reform but there must be all-
party agreement.

An Ceann Comhairle: There is enough tennis at Wimbledon.

Deputy Richard Bruton: According to what the Taoiseach said, the Estimates for 2009 will
provide for several cutbacks and, presumably, some increases. He told the Opposition that he
would welcome an input and constructive suggestions on how money should be spent. Will he
change the Estimates procedure in order that this can happen? Otherwise what will happen is
that the Government will come with its list of cutbacks on budget day——

An Ceann Comhairle: We cannot go into that matter now.

Deputy Richard Bruton: It will all happen in one day and there will be no serious
examination——

An Ceann Comhairle: That is not part of the scrutiny process. The Deputy should table a
motion on the matter.

Deputy Richard Bruton: It is a valid question.

An Ceann Comhairle: It is not.

Deputy Richard Bruton: I believe it is. It is about the way we order our business. If asking
about the presentation of Estimates is not appropriate to the Order of Business, I cannot think
of what might be in order. We debate them every year.

The Taoiseach: It is open to all Oireachtas committees, as the Deputy knows, to go through
the Estimates in detail. We brought forward the annual statement in order that people would
be able to see that we had done what we said we would do, and learn that targets were reached,
or exceeded. There is a great opportunity in the committee system, based on the budgetary
reforms we have already introduced, for Members who wish to do so to become involved in
the discussion.

Deputy Damien English: That is proper Dáil reform.

The Taoiseach: It is open to the committees to use the Estimates——

Deputy Richard Bruton: It is not. I have tried and it is not possible. If we could look at the
information in the documents——

The Taoiseach: The Deputy obviously has a view on the matter and does not wish to hear
mine.
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Deputy James Bannon: Are the shirts on our backs likely to be under threat from Govern-
ment cutbacks and stealth taxes? It is now more important than ever that we protect whatever
little we have. When can we expect the criminal law (defence of life and property) Bill?

An Ceann Comhairle: I do not know what that has to do with the shirt on the Deputy’s back.

The Taoiseach: The Bill will go through the Houses later this year.

International Convention against Doping: Referral to Select Committee.

Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Pat Carey): I move:

That the proposal that Dáil Éireann approves the terms of the International Conven-
tionagainst Doping, done in Paris on 19 October 2005, copies of which were laid before Dáil
Éireann on 18 June 2008, be referred to the Select Committee on Arts, Sport, Tourism,
Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs in accordance with paragraph (1) of the Orders of
Reference of that Committee, which, not later than 9 July, 2008, shall send a message to
the Dáil in the manner prescribed in Standing Order 87, and Standing Order 86(2) shall
accordingly apply.

Question put and agreed to.

Agreement between the Governments of Ireland and the Republic of Korea: Referral to
Select Committee.

Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Pat Carey): I move:

That the proposal that Dáil Éireann approves the terms of the Agreement on Social
Security between the Government of Ireland and the Government of the Republic of
Korea which was signed at Dublin on the 31st October, 2007, and was laid before Dáil
Éireann on the 23rd June, 2008, be referred to the Select Committee on Social and Family
Affairs, in accordance with paragraph (1) of the Orders of Reference of that Committee,
which, not later than 7th October, 2008, shall send a message to the Dáil in the manner
prescribed in Standing Order 87, and Standing Order 86(2) shall accordingly apply.

Question put and agreed to.

Chemicals Bill 2008: Order for Report Stage.

Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Billy
Kelleher): I move: “That Report Stage be taken now.”

Question put and agreed to.

Chemicals Bill 2008: Report and Final Stages.

An Ceann Comhairle: Amendments Nos. 1 and 2 are related and will be discussed together.

Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Billy
Kelleher): I move amendment No. 1:

In page 8, line 33, to delete “service by such means;” and substitute the following:

“service by such means, provided that there is a facility for confirming receipt of electronic
communication and that such receipt has been confirmed;”.

52



Chemicals Bill 2008: 1 July 2008. Report and Final Stages

Amendment No. 1, relating to the service of notice by electronic means, responds to the out-
come of discussions on the amendment tabled by Deputy Penrose on Committee Stage and
reflects the main principle of amendment No. 2, tabled by the Deputy. I am not inclined to
accept the idea in amendment No. 2 that notices would have to be served on the double. It
serves no great purpose.

The provision, as published in the Bill, requires that a person would agree to the service of
notice by electronic means — the person is not compelled to do so. The proposed Government
amendment provides for the need to ensure some form of proof of receipt if the option of
electronic means of communication is exercised by the person. If there is no such proof of
receipt, the option of electronic means of communications is not available.

I have tried to accommodate the issue raised by the Deputy on Committee Stage as best I
could and I hope my provision meets his approval. We try to be accommodating at all times.

Deputy Willie Penrose: I thank the Minister of State for his effort. On Committee Stage, the
Labour Party made the point that we are a long way from allowing legal notice to be served
by e-mail alone. There is so much spam floating around on the Internet that it would be totally
unreasonable to expect a person to have received a legal notice of obligation just because an
e-mail was sent to him or her. We suggested that notice by some other method, such as post,
should also be required. The Minister replied by stating the existing section 3(1)(e) applies only
to persons who have agreed to receive communication by e-mail, as we know. However, this
is no solution to the problem because there is no safeguard with regard to what constitutes
such agreement. For example, ticking a box on a form or failing to do so could constitute
agreement to receive legal notices by e-mail, even where a person is not fully aware of what
he or she is agreeing to.

The Labour Party reworded its Committee Stage amendment in light of what the Minister
of State said to provide for a facility to acknowledge receipt of an e-mail. This is a formula
used in other legislation and ensures the e-mail has been read by the person to whom it was
addressed. The Minister of State stated he would consider our proposal and has done so in
some form or other. His response is not to the total satisfaction of the Labour Party. It must
be borne in mind that there is a criminal sanction involved, or certainly a sanction of a sort
that would bring itself to bear on individuals in respect of legal notices they may not have
received. We wanted to ensure there is a facility for confirming receipt of notices. The Minister
of State has tried to meet our demands in some form, but not to the extent we would have
liked because we are very careful in this regard. However, it is a move in the right direction
and I will therefore accept the Minister’s proposition.

Amendment agreed to.

Amendment No. 2 not moved.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Amendments Nos. 3 and 4 are related and may be discussed
together.

Deputy Billy Kelleher: I move amendment No. 3:

In page 9, line 34, after “chemicals,” to insert “and”.

These are technical amendments to section 5(3)(b)(i) and section 5(3)(b)(ii) and they include
the word “and” at the end of subparagraph (i), which was inadvertently excluded in the
Government amendment accepted on Committee Stage, and delete the word “and” after sub-
paragraph (ii), which was inadvertently included.
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Amendment agreed to.

Deputy Billy Kelleher: I move amendment No. 4:

In page 9, line 38, to delete “and”.

Amendment agreed to.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Amendments Nos. 5 and 6 are related. The latter is an alterna-
tive to the former and they may be discussed together.

Deputy Billy Kelleher: I move amendment No. 5:

In page 12, line 10, after “shall” to insert “publish on the internet and”.

Amendment No. 5 responds to the outcome of the discussion on the amendment tabled by
Deputy Penrose on Committee Stage and meets the principle of amendment No. 6, also tabled
by the Deputy. It provides that any codes of practice published or approved by the Health and
Safety Authority be published by it on the Internet.

Deputy Willie Penrose: I thank the Minister of State for meeting the objective set out in
amendment No. 6 by way of his own amendment, No. 5. I will therefore withdraw the latter in
favour of that of the Minister of State.

Amendment agreed to.

Amendment No. 6 not moved.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Amendments Nos. 7 and 11 are related and may be discussed
together.

Deputy Willie Penrose: I move amendment No. 7:

In page 19, between lines 41 and 42, to insert the following:

“(11) Documents subject to legal professional privilege shall not be liable to production
under this section.”.

This matter has exercised my mind, but not because I am a barrister, and I have a view on it.
The Minister of State has received advice contrary to mine and to my knowledge of the subject.
I am not tabling this amendment to be awkward but to ensure the legislation is foolproof and
not subject to challenge. I am concerned that it will not interfere with long-established practice
with regard to the common law.

The provision I propose to include states, “Documents subject to legal professional privilege
shall not be liable to production under this section”. This would ensure the search taking place
under the section would be constitutional. The Minister of State said on Committee Stage that
this amendment was not necessary and that the wording was not used in other legislation.
However, this is incorrect. I do not say this lightly because he has certainly tried to be accom-
modating and tries to meet us half way. Similar wording is used in many recent Acts, as in
section 17 of the Irish Medicines Board (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2006, sections 96 and
131 of the Garda Sı́ochána Act 2005 and section 16 of the Central Bank and Financial Services
Authority of Ireland Act 2004. I state reluctantly that the information given to us on Committee
Stage by the Minister of State was incorrect. His advice that our amendment on Committee
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Stage would undermine other legislation is also incorrect in the context of what I have put
forward. I ask him to reconsider the provision.

When the Minister of State said there was no such provision in other legislation, the Labour
Party set about examining this. Section 17 of the Irish Medicines Board (Miscellaneous
Provisions) Act 2006, sections 96 and 131 of the Garda Sı́ochána Act 2005 and section 16 of
the Central Bank and Financial Services Authority of Ireland Act 2004 include provisions
similar to the one I propose. Why can the Minister of State not accept it in the context of the
other legislation?

Deputy Billy Kelleher: The Deputy was doing his homework. I did not say there was no
other legislation but pointed out the advice we received, that is, that these amendments are
not necessary because the law relating to privilege exits in any case and because section 21 on
evidence in proceedings, which was introduced by the Government on Committee Stage, pro-
vides in subsection (3) for any necessary reassurances that privilege applies. The question of
legal privilege is a matter for the courts.

There is a strong corpus of legislation and considerable precedent in the context of privilege.
The Government contends that what the Deputy proposes to include would undermine other
legislative proposals in Acts that do not include the provision as proposed by him. For these
reasons and on the advice of the Parliamentary Counsel, the inclusion of the Deputy’s proposal
would diminish the guidelines on privilege in the context of legislation already in the Statute
Book.

Deputy Willie Penrose: It does not diminish the standing of legal professional privilege in
the legislation I have outlined, which passed through this House. If my provision is included in
three Acts passed in the past four years, how can the Minister make such an assertion? I am
surprised by the advice of the Parliamentary Counsel in this regard. If the Parliamentary Coun-
sel examined the legislation to which I refer, it would have noted the very provision I propose
by way of my amendment. I am sure it does not undermine any legislation. Legal professional
privilege is well-founded and one understands its raison d’être. It is the court that ultimately
decides what constitutes legal professional privilege but my provision would constitute a belt-
and-braces protection for it. I cannot understand why there is such reluctance to accept a
provision contained in other legislation.

Deputy Billy Kelleher: I try to accommodate Members in every way possible. We asked
the Parliamentary Counsel to reconsider this matter and it gave quite specific advice that the
amendment should be rejected on the grounds I have outlined. If I included the provision in
this Bill, it could undermine other Acts. Section 21(3) provides the necessary protections sought
by the Deputy.

I know the Deputy feels strongly about this matter and is advocating a belt-and-braces
approach, but we already have a good belt in section 21 and do not need the braces. On the
basis of current legal advice, and regardless of the provisions contained in other legislation in
the Statute Book, I urge the Deputy to withdraw his amendment.

Deputy Willie Penrose: On that basis, I concede reluctantly but hope this does not come
back to haunt us.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Amendments Nos. 8 and 9 are related and may be discussed
together.
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Deputy Billy Kelleher: I move amendment No. 8:

In page 27, line 9, to delete “may compile a list” and substitute “shall, each year, compile
lists”.

The proposed Government amendments respond to the outcome of the discussions in the
amendment tabled by Deputy Varadkar on Committee Stage. The effect of the amendments
would be to place an obligation on the Health and Safety Authority to publish the names of
the persons convicted of an offence or in respect of whom a court order has been made.

In the interests of fairness, the Health and Safety Authority will have discretion as to the
publication of names on whom prohibition orders have been issued. This discretion is appro-
priate as it recognises scenarios including that where the matter giving rise to the notice has
subsequently been put right or the notice has subsequently been cancelled or withdrawn. I
refer to the primary purpose of this legislation in respect of court orders or where a conviction
has taken place and the Government stated it would consider this issue. It decided that a
prohibition notice was a bridge too far as by the time a prohibition notice was served, the issue
might have been resolved and further proceedings may not have been necessary. From that
perspective, the Government considered this to be appropriate for court orders and for convic-
tions themselves but not for prohibition.

Deputy Leo Varadkar: I thank the Minister of State for amending the Bill and facilitating
fully the intent of my original amendment.

Amendment agreed to.

Deputy Billy Kelleher: I move amendment No. 9:

In page 27, to delete lines 18 to 20 and substitute the following:

“(2) The Authority shall, each year, cause any list referred to in subsection (1)(a) and
(c) to be published in such manner as it considers appropriate.

(3) The Authority may, each year, cause any list referred to in subsection (1)(b) to be
published in such manner as it considers appropriate.”.

Amendment agreed to.

Deputy Billy Kelleher: I move amendment No. 10:

In page 27, between lines 34 and 35, to insert the following:

“26.—(1) An employer shall not penalise an employee for having formed an opinion of
the kind referred to in section 25 and communicated it, whether in writing or otherwise, to
a national authority if the employee has acted reasonably and in good faith in forming that
opinion and communicating it to the national authority concerned.

(2) In proceedings under this section before a rights commissioner or the Employment
Appeals Tribunal in relation to a complaint that subsection (1) has been contravened, it
shall be presumed, until the contrary is proved, that the employee concerned acted reason-
ably and in good faith in forming the opinion and making the communication concerned.

(3) If a penalisation of an employee, in contravention of subsection (1), constitutes a
dismissal of the employee within the meaning of the Unfair Dismissals Acts 1977 to 2007,
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relief may not be granted to the employee in respect of that penalisation both under this
section and under those Acts.

(4) An employee may present a complaint to a rights commissioner that his or her
employer has contravened subsection (1) in relation to him or her and, if he or she does
so, the commissioner shall-—

(a) give the parties an opportunity to be heard by the commissioner and to present to
the commissioner any evidence relevant to the complaint, and

(b) give a decision in writing in relation to it and communicate the decision to the
parties.

(5) A decision of a rights commissioner under subsection (4) shall do one or more of
the following:

(a) declare that the complaint was or, as the case may be, was not well founded;

(b) require the employer to comply with subsection (1) and, for that purpose, require
the employer to take specified steps;

(c) require the employer to pay to the employee compensation of such amount (if any)
as is just and equitable having regard to all the circumstances, but not exceeding 104
weeks’ remuneration in respect of the employee’s employment calculated in accordance
with regulations under section 17 of the Unfair Dismissals Act 1977.

(6) For the purposes of this section—

(a) subsections (3) to (6) and subsection (7)(a) of section 7 of the Act of 1994 shall
apply in relation to a complaint presented under this section as they apply in relation to
a complaint presented under subsection (1) of the said section 7, subject to the following
modifications, namely—

(i) the deletion in subsection (3) of all the words from “if it is presented” to the end
of that subsection and the substitution of “unless it is presented to him within the
period of 12 months beginning on the date of the contravention to which the complaint
relates or (in a case where the rights commissioner is satisfied that exceptional circum-
stances prevented the presentation of the complaint within the period aforesaid) such
further period, not exceeding 6 months from the expiration of the said period of 12
months, as the rights commissioner considers reasonable”,

(ii) the substitution in subsection (6) of a reference to a decision for the reference
to a recommendation, and

(iii) any other necessary modifications,

(b) sections 8, 9 and 10 of the Act of 1994 shall apply as they apply for the purposes
of that Act, subject to the following modifications, namely—

(i) the substitution in those provisions of references to a decision for references to
a recommendation, and

(ii) the substitution in section 9 of the Act of 1994 of—

(I) references to the Circuit Court for references to the District Court,
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[Deputy Billy Kelleher.]

(II) the following subsection for subsection (3):

“(3) An application under this section to the Circuit Court shall be made to the
judge of the Circuit Court for the circuit in which the employer concerned ordi-
narily resides or carries on any profession, trade or business.”,

and

(III) any other necessary modifications.

(7) In this section—

“Act of 1994” means the Terms of Employment (Information) Act 1994;

“penalisation” includes any act or omission by an employer or a person acting on behalf
of an employer that affects, to his or her detriment, an employee with respect to any
term or condition of his or her employment.”

The proposed Government amendment, which will introduce a new section 26, responds to the
principle of the amendment tabled by Deputy Varadkar on Committee Stage to provide for
the protection of employees reporting breaches of the Act in good faith. It is a natural extension
of section 25 of the Bill, which protects persons reporting breaches of the Act and this amend-
ment will protect employees where they report any breaches of the Chemicals Bill, not necess-
arily related to workplace health and safety, to any national authority under the Bill. In essence
this constitutes the inclusion of Deputy Varadkar’s proposals on Committee Stage for what are
commonly known as whistleblowers, and the protection thereof.

Deputy Leo Varadkar: While I have little to say today, I again thank the Minister of State
for including the amendment.

Amendment agreed to.

Amendment No. 11 not moved.

Bill, as amended, received for final consideration.

Question proposed: “That the Bill do now pass.”

Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Billy
Kelleher): First, I thank the Deputies opposite for their contributions on Committee Stage. As
I noted, the Government tried to facilitate their proposed amendments in every way possible.
This Bill primarily is to ensure the implementation of the REACH directive. I also thank the
departmental officials, who worked long and hard on this legislation. When it is enacted it
should address many issues pertaining to how REACH regulations arising from EU directives
will be enforced. Consequently, it should be of great benefit in ensuring one knows exactly
what takes place in Ireland in respect of chemicals.

I urge the industry at large to buy into this and to start registration at an early stage. They
should avoid getting into difficulties by not pre-registering before the end of the year. It is
important that in whatever fora Members opposite, or anyone else, may have in which to speak
on this issue, they should urge businesses that are involved in this industry to pre-register at
an early stage to avoid subsequent difficulties. I again thank the departmental officials and
Members opposite.
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Deputy Leo Varadkar: During the debate on the Lisbon treaty campaign, many arguments
were thrown at Members, one of them being that 80% of our legislation now comes from
Brussels. Members are aware this is completely untrue and the correct figure probably is more
like 20%. Certainly, since I became a Member of this House, this has been the only item of
legislation with which I have dealt that has origins in Brussels. It is a necessary item of legis-
lation, which is highly relevant and beneficial to the environment, as well as to the health of
the citizens. I am pleased Members were able to deal with it in such a rapid period. I thank
the Minister of State and the officials involved for taking on board the principles of the amend-
ments I tabled.

Were I to get the opportunity in future to address any meetings in the manner described by
the Minister of State, I certainly would commend the new legislation in such a forum.

Deputy Willie Penrose: I concur with the previous sentiments and comments. This is a highly
complex item of legislation that has its origins in EU directives and regulations. It will be
important for the industry to embrace the thrust, content and objectives of the legislation. It
will be to their benefit and enhancement to get in early in respect of the registration process.
It is complex and was a difficult item of legislation for Members, as ordinary individuals, to try
to comprehend to do their best——

Deputy Billy Kelleher: There is nothing ordinary about the Deputy.

Deputy Willie Penrose: —— in respect of trying to table appropriate amendments in this
regard. However, I thank the Minister of State for listening to Members. Opposition spokes-
persons hope their contributions will improve legislation and do not make them for point-
scoring purposes. I thank the officials because obviously this was fairly difficult for them to get
through. Obviously, there is a time constraint in this regard so the quicker it is enacted the
better. All those involved in the industry — the chemical industry was raised in the past hour
or so — should take careful note of what is involved. It is for the encouragement of everyone
concerned that this legislation is enacted forthwith and that everyone takes cognisance of the
thrust and objectives set out therein.

Question put and agreed to.

Civil Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2006: From the Seanad.

The Dáil went into Committee to consider amendments from the Seanad.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Amendments Nos. 1, 2, 5 to 9, inclusive, 13, 23 to 25, inclusive,
and 27 are related and may be discussed together. I hope that is not overly complicated.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: It is somewhat. It is customary for Members to receive a groupings list.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: The groupings are being circulated to Members. They should
consider them briefly and I will happily accommodate any proposals to change the groupings.
The first group comprises amendments Nos. 1, 2, 5 to 9, inclusive, 13, 23 to 25, inclusive, and 27.

Seanad amendment No. 1:

Section 1: In page 10, subsection (4), line 13, to delete “23 and 24” and substitute “27
and 28”.

Minister of State at the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Barry

Andrews): The amendments in this group are drafting amendments only. While they originated
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[Deputy Barry Andrews.]

in the Seanad, they are designed to improve the drafting style or to adjust the language for
greater precision. There is no more to it than that.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: In so far as one can tell, the Minister of State’s statement is accurate
and I have no reason to oppose them.

Deputy Michael D’Arcy: In line with the other speaker, I am satisfied to proceed along the
lines advocated by the Minister of State.

Seanad amendment agreed to.

Seanad amendment No. 2:

Section 1: In page 10, lines 21 and 22, to delete subsection (8) and substitute the following:

“(8) The Employment Equality Acts 1998 to 2007 and Part 16 may be cited together as
the Employment Equality Acts 1998 to 2008.”.

Seanad amendment agreed to.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Amendments Nos. 3 and 4 are related and are to be discussed
together.

Seanad amendment No. 3:

Section 10: In page 14, between lines 3 and 4, to insert the following new section :

“10.—Subsection (5) of section 32A (inserted by section 180 of the Criminal Justice Act
2006) of the Courts (Supplemental Provisions) Act 1961 is amended in paragraph (b) of
the definition of “relevant district” by substituting “subparagraph (1), (2) or (2A) of para-
graph 3 of the said Schedule” for “subparagraph (1) or (2) of paragraph 3 of the said
Schedule”.”.

Deputy Barry Andrews: Amendments Nos. 3 and 4 are designed to put in place a system to
facilitate the signing of warrants where the person whose function that would normally be,
namely, the District Court judge assigned to the district, is not available.

Section 32A of the Courts (Supplemental Provisions) Act 1961, which was introduced by the
Criminal Justice Act 2006, established a process whereby a district judge can, even though
outside the District Court district to which he or she is assigned, exercise the powers to issue
arrest warrants, search warrants and other related warrants that relate to his or her District
Court district. While that section has been operating well enough as far as it goes; a difficulty
has been encountered where the district judge assigned to a District Court district is not just
outside the district in question but for the moment inaccessible within the normal turnaround
time required.

In order to provide a workable system to deal with that circumstance, these amendments
propose that the President of the District Court should be able to establish a panel of district
judges who, on a temporary basis, would be able to exercise the warrant-making powers in
question. This power would normally be exercisable by the judge permanently or temporarily
assigned to the District Court district in question; and the appropriate member or members of
this panel of judges will be able to exercise that power concurrently with the assigned judge.
The aim is to provide a degree of flexibility in this important matter while at the same time
ensuring that there is sufficient certainty as to who can exercise what powers in respect of a
particular district.
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Deputy Pat Rabbitte: These are common sense, necessary amendments for which we argued
as the Bill progressed. They are agreed.

Deputy Michael D’Arcy: We are happy to accept them.

Seanad amendment agreed to.

Seanad amendment No. 4:

Section 13: In page 15, between lines 17 and 18, to insert the following new section:

“13.—Paragraph 3 (as amended by section 37 of the Courts and Court Officers Act 1995)
of the Sixth Schedule to the Courts (Supplemental Provisions) Act 1961 is amended—

(a) in subparagraph (1), by substituting “temporarily assigned by the President of the
District Court to another district or districts” for “temporarily assigned by the President
of the District Court to another district”,

(b) in subparagraph (2), by substituting “assigned by the President of the District
Court to any district or districts” for “assigned by the President of the District Court to
any district”,

(c) by inserting the following subparagraphs after subparagraph (2):

“(2A) Without prejudice to subparagraph (2), the President of the District Court
may, in relation to any district, temporarily assign for a period not exceeding 6 months
one or more district judges (whether or not any such judge is permanently or tempor-
arily assigned to another district or districts) to exercise, in relation to that district, the
powers specified in subparagraph (2B).

(2B) A district judge who is temporarily assigned to any district under subparagraph
(2A) may exercise any of the powers of a district judge to which section 32A applies
for the time being conferred on him or her by law whether he or she is in or outside
that district.”,

(d) in subparagraph (3), by substituting “temporarily assigned by the President of the
District Court to any district or districts” for “temporarily assigned by the President of
the District Court to any district”,

(e) by inserting the following subparagraph after subparagraph (4):

“(4A) Where a district judge is temporarily assigned to any district under subpara-
graph (2A)—

(a) in case there is for the time being a district judge permanently assigned to that
district — he or she shall, in relation to that district, have, while so temporarily
assigned, concurrently with that district judge, all of the powers of a district judge to
which section 32A applies for the time being conferred on that district judge who is
so permanently assigned,

(b) in any other case — he or she shall, in relation to that district, have, while so
temporarily assigned, all such powers of a district judge to which section 32A applies
as would for the time being be conferred by law if he or she were a district judge
permanently assigned to that district.”.”.

Seanad amendment agreed to.

Seanad amendment No. 5:
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Section 14: In page 16, line 16, after “his” to insert “or her”.

Seanad amendment agreed to.

Seanad amendment No. 6:

In page 16, line 41, after “his” to insert “or her”.

Seanad amendment agreed to.

Seanad amendment No. 7:

Section 28: In page 26, line 36, after “2002)” to insert “of the Court Officers Act 1945”.

Seanad amendment agreed to.

Seanad amendment No. 8:

Section 31: In page 28, line 3, to delete “as substituted” and substitute “inserted”.

Seanad amendment agreed to.

Seanad amendment No. 9:

Section 33: In page 28, line 29, to delete “as substituted” and substitute “inserted”.

Seanad amendment agreed to.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: We come to Seanad amendment No. 10. Amendments Nos. 11
and 12, 14 to 16, inclusive, 18, 19 and 28 are related and may be discussed with amendment
No. 10.

Seanad amendment No. 10:

Section 34: In page 28, before section 34, to insert the following new section:

“34.—The Solicitors (Amendment) Act 1960 is amended by the insertion of the following
section after section 6:

“6A.—(1) For the avoidance of doubt it is hereby declared that the Society have, and
always have had, a power to investigate alleged misconduct by a solicitor.

(2) If subsection (1) would, but for this subsection, conflict with a constitutional right
of any person, the operation of that subsection shall be subject to such limitation as
is necessary to secure that it does not so conflict but shall otherwise be of full force
and effect.”.”

Deputy Barry Andrews: This series of amendments is concerned with the process for
investigating complaints against solicitors. For many years the Law Society has investigated
allegations of misconduct arising either from complaints made by clients or routine inspections
of solicitors’ practices. However, there is no express provision in the Solicitors Acts giving the
society the power to investigate misconduct on the part of a solicitor. Its power to investigate
alleged misconduct is implied in various existing provisions. Amendment No. 10 removes any
doubt arising from the absence of an express provision by declaring in the new section 6A(1)
that, for the avoidance of doubt, the society has and always had the power to investigate
complaints of misconduct against solicitors. Section 6(2) is a standard provision which is made
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when existing statutory provisions are being amended for the purpose of the avoidance of
doubt and where the removal applies retrospectively.

Amendments Nos. 12, 14 and 16 clarify that the Law Society has the power to investigate
alleged misconduct by a solicitor, whether a complaint was made to the society by a client of
a solicitor or where the alleged misconduct comes to the attention of the society in the course
of carrying out its regulatory functions. The amendments remove any possible doubt that the
society’s powers to investigate misconduct extend to complaints generated internally by the
society itself, as well as to complaints made to it by clients.

Section 9 of the Solicitors (Amendment) Act 1994 provides for the receipt and investigation
by the society of complaints made by clients of excessive charging of fees by solicitors. The
section obliges the Law Society to take all appropriate steps to resolve the complaint by way
of agreement between the parties. The effect of amendment No. 15 is to empower the society
to continue to investigate a complaint under section 9 and, if justified by the results of this
investigation, to proceed with disciplinary sanction against a solicitor for overcharging, notwith-
standing the fact that the solicitor and client may have resolved the matter by agreement.
Otherwise the public interest would not be served by facilitating the frustration of a Law
Society investigation by way of the solicitor coming to an agreement with the client — perhaps
by a financial settlement.

Section 19 of the 2002 Act provides for the extension of the solicitors’ disciplinary regime to
alleged misconduct on the part of apprentice solicitors. Amendment No. 19 replicates for
apprentice solicitors the provisions proposed in amendments Nos. 10 and 12. Section 19 of the
2002 Act commenced on 1 January 2003; accordingly, subsection (2) of the new section being
inserted by amendment No. 19 provides that the amendment will have retrospective effect to
that date.

The Law Society is required by section 7 of the Solicitors Act 1960 to bring the report of the
Solicitors Disciplinary Tribunal to the High Court in cases where the tribunal has found that
there has been misconduct and where it leaves the question of the sanction to be decided by
the High Court. Amendments Nos. 11 and 18 clarify that the society is entitled, on bringing a
report of the tribunal to the High Court in regard to a finding of misconduct against a solicitor
or against an apprentice solicitor, to make submissions to the court. Currently, the right of the
society to address the High Court in such matters is not expressly provided for in the Solicitors
Acts, although this has been the practice for many years and the practice is regulated in court
rules. Rule 8 provides that the society may seek such an order for sanction as it deems appro-
priate and reasonable having regard to the findings of the tribunal. Recently, the High Court
considered, as a preliminary point, the right of the society to address it on the sanction to be
imposed in a particular case. The purpose of amendments Nos. 11 and 18 is to make such an
enabling provision and remove any possible future doubt.

Amendment No. 28 adds the Solicitors (Amendment) Act 2002 to the Long Title of the Bill
consequent on amendments Nos. 17 and 18.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: I am more puzzled by this group of amendments and would like to
hear about their origin from the Minister of State. When the Bill started out in life, it included,
essentially, many of the sections that have since become the Legal Services Ombudsman Bill.
By agreement, these sections were stripped from the Bill at the time to comprise a stand-alone
Bill for all of the reasons we know. It seems that this group of amendments ought to be included
in that Bill. I am puzzled to know why we are here dealing with amendments that have to do
with complaints against members of the legal profession, specifically solicitors, when we are
dealing with a different Bill designed precisely for that purpose. Is it that this is an afterthought
on the part of the Minister? Does it arise from representations from the Law Society arising
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from what have been euphemistically referred to as recent events? Why are they being dealt
with in this Bill and not the Legal Services Ombudsman Bill? It is also somewhat surprising
and the first time I have become aware of it. I thought the Law Society was supposed to be
doing this for a very long time. The Minister of State seems to be saying it may be doing so
but that there is no statutory basis for it and that he is now providing such a statutory for the
society for the avoidance of doubt.

I also wonder about the retrospective element. Is it feared that there will be a challenge to
it? Subsection (2) of amendment No. 10 seems to anticipate or wants to protect against solici-
tors who might challenge it. I refer to where a question of constitutional rights might be at
issue. It states: “If subsection (1) would, but for this subsection, conflict with a constitutional
right of any person, the operation of that subsection shall be subject to such limitation as is
necessary to secure that it does not so conflict but shall otherwise be of full force and effect”.
That is a somewhat unusual belt and braces provision. While is not unique, it is unusual. We
are dealing with the power of the Law Society to investigate alleged misconduct by solicitors.
Is it just a belt and braces measure to deal with cases where a constitutional right may appear
to have been infringed, or does it anticipate a challenge on that basis?

On the face of it, the amendments ought to be included in the Legal Services Ombudsman
Bill. When a miscellaneous provisions Bill such as this is put together, there are widely diverg-
ing areas of civil law encompassed in it. If one were a practitioner, it is not exactly the most
convenient way to go about our business but I am intrigued as to why the amendments are not
included in the Legal Services Ombudsman Bill.

Deputy Michael D’Arcy: I was given this job a few days ago when it became known that
Deputy Flanagan could not be here. When I looked at the Bill, I discovered that it had began
its life as the Legal Services Ombudsman Bill. Sections had been removed and we were left
with bits and pieces, so to speak, of which there are not many. On the completion of almost
the first full year of this Dáil, there has been little legislation. This is exactly what it states, a
miscellaneous provisions Bill. There is very little in it.

I take issue with the section on apprentices. It is fine in Dublin city where there are a certain
number of positions with the major firms, but there are smaller practices of one or two in the
country, with people falling over one another to get into a practice. The Minister of State is
giving the Law Society the power to investigate an apprentice. An apprentice is not an
employee and the person in charge of the practice is effectively supervising his or her work
and bringing him or her up to speed on the day-to-day workings.

I do not know whether providing that apprentices can be subject to disciplinary action by
the Law Society is the best way to go. If the intention is to do this, I question why it was not
in the Legal Services Ombudsman Bill 2008 so that it would be the legal service ombudsman,
rather than the Law Society, who could investigate such matters.

I welcome the section that removes the age limit for jurors — it was an issue I pressed in
my capacity as equality spokesperson for Fine Gael — so that a person has the opportunity to
serve up to the age of 70. I also welcome that they are not obliged to do so, that there is a
choice. If somebody chooses to be relieved, this is possible on the grounds of their age.

Deputy Barry Andrews: Deputy Rabbitte is correct that the original elements of the Bill that
became the Legal Services Ombudsman Bill are now a separate Bill. However, the Solicitors
Acts were due to be amended by this Bill originally, hence the fact that they are still in this Bill.

My information is there was no particular lobbying by the Law Society. As I mentioned in
my original comments, Mr. Justice McKechnie raised it as a preliminary point. It was a concern
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he had about the implicit power of the Law Society and the tribunal. Therefore, it was thought
prudent to include these amendments.

The retrospective point Deputy Rabbitte makes is a reasonable one. However, I am informed
that it is not unusual for retrospective power to be included in legislation of this nature. In any
case, it could be argued that the implicit powers of the Law Society in the previous legislation
would have been challenged by now had there been a question. The persons who are investi-
gated in these circumstances would have access and the resources to challenge any power which
they felt was ultra vires.

On the points made about apprentices, it has been possible to investigate an apprentice
solicitor since the 2002 Act. Following on from the concerns of Mr. Justice McKechnie, we are
clarifying the point so there is no doubt and that what was an implicit power will now be
explicit, with retrospective effect.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: As I understand it, the Minister of State’s net point is that this group
of amendments essentially amends the Solicitors (Amendment) Act 1994 and, therefore, they
are more appropriate to this than to the Legal Services Ombudsman Bill.

Deputy Barry Andrews: Yes.

6 o’clock

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: It is interesting that there has been no input, according to the Minister
of State, from the Law Society. In other words, if it has been operating on the assumption that
it has had these powers, implicit or otherwise, over the years, I wonder what its view is about

the fact that we are now giving formal expression to them in this new law. Perhaps
it is six of one and half a dozen of the other that it is in this Act, but it does not
ring true with me that this was an afterthought as the Bill progressed through the

Seanad. Something must have sparked it. Something must have caused it to emerge now, other-
wise it would have been in the original Bill. Whether it is allocated to the Legal Services
Ombudsman Bill or this one may be a matter of no great import.

I can only take the Minister of State at his word that he has professional advice that the
retrospective element is perfectly consistent here. It just occurred to me that there must be
some reason for taking care to ensure provision for such retrospection.

Deputy D’Arcy seemed to have a reasonable point on apprentices. I did not know that type
of responsibility could attach to an apprentice. I would have thought that if an apprentice was
found to be allegedly involved in some kind of misconduct or miscreance, that would be a
matter for the partner in the company or the master, rather than the apprentice.

Deputy Barry Andrews: To reiterate, the reason this was not in the original Bill was that the
judgment of Mr. Justice McKechnie raising the preliminary point about the concern of the
implicit nature of the powers in the original Act——

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: Is that a recent judgment?

Deputy Barry Andrews: It is a recent judgment, since the publication of the Bill. In fact, the
Bill predates this Dáil and, therefore, the events to which I think Deputy Rabbitte is referring
— the concerns about individual solicitors — post-dated the publication of the Bill.

In any case, I made the point to Deputy D’Arcy that the power to investigate apprentices is
in the Solicitors (Amendment) Act 2002. That has already been an implicit power in the same
way as regards fully qualified solicitors. The purpose is to put everything on a level playing
field arising from the concern expressed in the judgment to which I referred.
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These points were brought to the attention of the Department by the Law Society but it
would be stretching it to say that it lobbied for this particular point. It simply brought the
matter to our attention and it was discussed in the normal way.

Seanad amendment agreed to.

Seanad amendment No. 11:

Section 34: In page 28, before section 34, to insert the following new section:

“34.—Section 8 (inserted by section 18 of the Solicitors (Amendment) Act 1994 and
amended by section 10 of the Solicitors (Amendment) Act 2002) of the Solicitors
(Amendment) Act 1960 is amended—

(a) in subsection (1)(a), by the substitution of “the High Court, after consideration of
the report and the submissions (if any) made to it by the Society under subsection (1A)
of this section” for “the High Court, after consideration of the report”, and

(b) by the insertion of the following subsection after subsection (1):

“(1A) The Society may make submissions to the High Court in relation to—

(a) the opinion of the Disciplinary Tribunal as to the fitness or otherwise of the
solicitor to be a member of the solicitors’ profession, having regard to the findings
of the Disciplinary Tribunal, and

(b) the recommendations of the Disciplinary Tribunal as to the sanction which in
the opinion of the Disciplinary Tribunal should be imposed, having regard to their
findings, to any finding of misconduct on the part of the solicitor previously made
by them (or by their predecessor, the Disciplinary Committee) and not rescinded by
the Court, and to any order made by the Court under the Solicitors Acts 1954 to
2008 in respect of the solicitor.”.”.

Seanad amendment agreed to.

Seanad amendment No. 12:

Section 34: In page 28, before section 34, to insert the following new section:

“34.—Section 2 of the Solicitors (Amendment) Act 1994 is amended by the substitution
of the following subsection for subsection (2) (inserted by section 12 of the Solicitors
(Amendment) Act 2002):

“(2) References in sections 10, 10A (inserted by section 13 of the Solicitors
(Amendment) Act 2002), 12 (inserted by section 14 of that Act) and 22 of this Act to
complaints made to or received by the Society include references to any complaints made
to the Society by the registrar under section 14B of this Act, and those provisions of this
Act shall have effect accordingly.”.”.

Seanad amendment agreed to.

Seanad amendment No. 13:

Section 34: In page 29, line 19, to delete “subsection 8(1)(da)” and substitute “subsection
(1)(da)”.

Seanad amendment agreed to.
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Seanad amendment No. 14:

Section 35: In page 29, before section 35, to insert the following new section:

“35.—The Solicitors (Amendment) Act 1994 is amended by the insertion of the following
section after section 14:

“14A.—For the avoidance of doubt it is hereby declared that the power of the Society
to investigate alleged misconduct by a solicitor may be exercised whether or not the
Society receive a complaint in relation to the solicitor.”.”.

Seanad amendment agreed to.

Seanad amendment No. 15:

Section 35: In page 29, before section 35, to insert the following new section:

“35.—The Solicitors (Amendment) Act 1994 is amended by the insertion of the following
section after section 14A:

‘14B.—Notwithstanding anything in this Part the issue by a solicitor of a bill of costs
that is excessive may constitute misconduct.’.”.

Seanad amendment agreed to.

Seanad amendment No. 16:

Section 35: In page 29, before section 35, to insert the following new section:

“35.—The Solicitors (Amendment) Act 1994 is amended by the insertion of the following
section after section 14B:

‘14C.—The registrar may make a complaint to the Society in relation to a solicitor
alleging—

(a) a contravention by the solicitor of any provision of the Solicitors Acts 1954 to 2008
or any order or regulation made thereunder, or

(b) any conduct by the solicitor tending to bring the solicitors’ profession into
disrepute.’.”.

Seanad amendment agreed to.

Seanad amendment No. 17:

In page 30, before section 36, but in Part 3, to insert the following new section:

“36.—The Solicitors (Amendment) Act 1994 is amended by inserting the following after
section 26:

‘26A.—(1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3), a contract between a solicitor and a
client of the solicitor that any description of civil liability incurred—

(a) by the solicitor arising from his or her practice as a solicitor in respect of the
provision of legal services to the client be limited to an amount specified or referred
to in the contract, or

(b) by a partner, clerk or servant or former partner, clerk or servant of the solicitor
arising from that solicitor’s practice as a solicitor in respect of the provision of legal
services to the client be limited to an amount specified or referred to in the contract,
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shall be binding on and enforceable by—

(i) if paragraph (a) is applicable, the solicitor and the client, and

(ii) if paragraph (b) is applicable, the partner, clerk or servant or former partner,
clerk or servant of the solicitor and the client.

(2) Nothing in subsection (1) shall affect the operation of—

(a) section 40 (as amended by section 31 of the Restrictive Practices (Amendment)
Act 1987) of the Sale of Goods and Supply of Services Act 1980, or

(b) Regulation 6 of the European Communities (Unfair Terms in Consumer
Contracts) Regulations 1995 (S.I. No. 27 of 1995).

(3) The amount referred to in subsection (1) in respect of a description of civil liability
the subject of the contract concerned shall be not less than the minimum level of cover,
as specified from time to time in regulations under paragraph (b) of section 26(4), for
indemnity against losses arising from those classes of claims which fall within that descrip-
tion of civil liability and, accordingly, any such amount which is less than such minimum
level of cover shall, by virtue of this subsection, be deemed to be increased to such
minimum level of cover, and such contract shall be binding and enforceable accordingly.

(4) Section 7 of the Attorneys and Solicitors Act 1870 is repealed on the commence-
ment of section 36 of the Civil Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2008.”.”.

Deputy Barry Andrews: Solicitors at present carry on business either as sole traders with
unlimited civil liability or as partnerships with collective and individual unlimited civil liability.
The provisions of section 7 of the Attorneys and Solicitors Act 1870 restrain a solicitor in
seeking to limit his or her liability in a contract agreed with a client. This puts Irish solicitors
at a competitive disadvantage in commercial law against UK law firms, which may limit their
liability by contract with clients consequent on the repeal of the 1870 Act in the UK some
years ago.

UK law firms which are active in Ireland in commercial law matters limit their liability as a
matter of routine. The anomalous nature of the current position becomes especially apparent
when in substantial projects an Irish firm of solicitors must join with other professional advisers
to provide a multidisciplinary team and the other advisers can limit their exposure while the
Irish solicitor cannot. In practice, this acts as a disincentive to an Irish firm to organise or lead
a consortium of advisers since the primary responsibility for services provided by the consor-
tium will often have to be accepted by the leading firm.

Section 26 (a)(1), in amendment No. 17, will update the existing 19th century statutory
provisions, which the UK has repealed, to take account of current commercial and competitive
realities. The change will bring Irish law in line with current UK law and allow Irish law firms
to seek and do business in competition with foreign law firms on equal terms. It will address
the anomalous situation where an Irish and a UK firm agree a limit on liability which can then
be enforced by the UK firm, but may not be enforceable by the Irish firm owing to the con-
tinued application of the Attorneys and Solicitors Act 1870.

Section 26(a)(2), in amendment No. 17, clarifies that the existing consumer protection pro-
visions in the Sale of Goods and Supply of Services Act 1980 and the European Communities
(Unfair Terms in Consumer Contracts) Regulations 1995 and 2000 will continue to be available
to clients of solicitors in the event that they make a contract which limits their solicitors’
liability. In addition, section 26(a)(3), in amendment No. 17, includes a safeguard for the client’s
protection in the form of a provision preventing the enforcement of such a contract to the
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extent that it falls below the general statutory minimum amount of professional indemnity
cover required of solicitors which currently stands at \2.5 million. This safeguard would
especially continue to protect the interests of non-commercial clients of solicitors in areas such
as conveyancing.

Deputy Michael D’Arcy: With the globalisation of business, I could not but agree with the
amendment. The major architectural firms in conjunction with legal firms and Irish building
interests are now putting together packages. We would like repealed legislation which puts an
Irish firm at a disadvantage to a firm from the UK or Belfast and we agree with the amendment.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: I would never criticise a Minister or Minister of State for agreeing to
an amendment or changing his mind as a Bill progresses through the House. However, in the
case of this Bill, as is frequently the case with justice legislation, much of the ingenuity is
inspired by the Department and the Minister. The question of why seemingly significant matters
are added on Report Stage in the Seanad arises. I heard it said recently that the Department
of Justice, Equality and Law Reform has produced as much legislation in the first year of this
Parliament as the other 14 Departments together, which is a worthy track record in making it
up as one goes along. Under the previous regime, we frequently had amendments longer than
the original Bill. One wonders what is the cause of this and whether legislation gets adequate
scrutiny before we find it enshrined in law.

The work on this legislation is of some significance for commerce. The new freedom con-
ferred on solicitors allowing them enter into this type of contract seems significant. If it is
the case that we are at a competitive disadvantage vis-à-vis other common law neighbouring
jurisdictions, then it should be attended to. It is too long since I studied this law, but the
Minister of State, Deputy Barry Andrews, will be able to tell me which other contents of the
1870 Act might be repealed in addition to section 7. I presume the Minister of State and the
Department are satisfied that the repeal of section 7 alone is adequate. We have spent a good
deal of time removing from the Statute Book legislation which is out of date and so on. The
existing legislation which is relevant for commerce seems to be dramatically out of date.

Deputy Barry Andrews: I am not sure what to add to Deputy Rabbitte’s comments that he
is more familiar with the legislation from 1870 than the current legislation and I wonder how
long ago he studied it.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: The legislation is older anyway.

Deputy Barry Andrews: In any case the legislation is considered on its merits and whether
it was added in later on is beside the point. Irish solicitors are entitled to a level playing field.
As Deputy D’arcy correctly said, they are competing for services throughout Europe and we
wish to be in a position of equity with our closest trading partner. I commend this amendment
to the House.

Seanad amendment agreed to.

Seanad amendment No. 18:

Section 36: In page 30, before section 36, but in Part 3, to insert the following new section:

“36.—Section 19 of the Solicitors (Amendment) Act 2002 is amended—

(a) in subsection (3)(d), by the substitution of the following for subparagraph (iv):
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“(iv) their opinion as to the fitness of the apprentice, having regard to their finding
or findings, to be admitted as a solicitor either at any time or until the apprentice has
satisfied the Society or the President of the High Court as to such fitness,

and the Society shall bring the report before the Court.”,

(b) in subsection (5), by the substitution of “The High Court, after consideration of
the report of the Disciplinary Tribunal and the submissions (if any) made to it by the
Society under subsection (5A) of this section” for “The High Court, on consideration of
the report of the Disciplinary Tribunal”, and

(c) by the insertion of the following subsection after subsection (5):

“(5A) The Society may make submissions to the High Court in relation to the
opinion of the Disciplinary Tribunal as to the fitness of the apprentice, having regard
to the finding or findings of the Disciplinary Tribunal to be admitted as a solicitor
either at any time or until the apprentice has satisfied the Society or the President of
the High Court as to such fitness.”.”.

Seanad amendment agreed to.

Seanad amendment No. 19:

Section 36: In page 30, before section 36, but in Part 3, to insert the following new section:

“36.—(1) The Solicitors (Amendment) Act 2002 is amended by the insertion of the
following section after section 19:

‘19A.—(1) For the avoidance of doubt it is hereby declared that the Society have a
power to investigate alleged misconduct by an apprentice.

(2) The power of the Society referred to in subsection (1) of this section may be
exercised whether or not the Society receive a complaint in relation to the apprentice.

(3) If subsection (1) of this section would, but for this subsection, conflict with a consti-
tutional right of any person, the operation of that subsection shall be subject to such
limitation as is necessary to secure that it does not so conflict but shall otherwise be of
full force and effect.

(4) In this section ‘misconduct’ has the same meaning as it has in section 19 of this
Act.’.

(2) This section shall be deemed to have come into operation on 1 January 2003.”.

Seanad amendment agreed to.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Seanad amendments Nos. 21 and 22 are related and may be
discussed with amendment No. 20.

Seanad amendment No. 20:

Section 43: In page 35, before section 43, but in Part 6, to insert the following new section:

“43.—Section 6 of the Juries Act 1976 is amended by deleting “and under the age of
seventy years”.”.

Deputy Barry Andrews: As Deputy D’Arcy mentioned, these amendments are designed to
bring about an important change to the law on juries in the State. At present, the maximum
age limit for sitting on a jury is 70 years of age. Persons older that this are simply ineligible.
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People between 65 and 70 years of age can exercise a right to excuse themselves. The maximum
age for sitting on a coroner’s jury is 65 years of age.

These amendments remove the upper age limits for eligibility to sit on a jury. This amend-
ment, when first proposed on Committee Stage, attracted cross-party support. I am grateful to
the Labour Party for proposing amendment No. 21 in this group, which removes the upper age
limit for coroners’ juries, an amendment which the Government supports. We are all agreed
these changes are worthwhile, so as to reflect the increasing role and contribution of older
people in society and the fact that the mandatory retirement age has been raised. The changing
demography of our population shows an increasing age profile as more and more people con-
tinue to live longer, healthier lives.

Keeping the right of excuse on age grounds will ensure that any person more than 65 years
of age does not lose an existing right and can be excused from service as of right if he or she
wishes. The approach serves to make the possibility of jury service available to older people,
while at the same time ensuring that the availability does not impose a burden in any individ-
ual case.

Amendment No. 22, the bulk of which was in the Bill already as passed by this House,
replaces provisions in the Juries Act 1976 dealing with people described at present as “incap-
able persons”. The new language approved already by this House replaces the current rather
infelicitous expression with a provision better designed to exclude those for whom, because of
inability to read or some enduring infirmity, it is not practicable to sit on a jury. This
restatement in amendment No. 22 is necessary for drafting reasons so as to incorporate the
necessary provision to abolish the 70 year old age limit.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: I welcome these measures. I met a senior retired civil servant recently
and I told him I had just finished tabling the equivalent of amendment No. 21 and that he
would in future be able to sit on the appropriate jury. He inquired if I was in my right mind.
The point is that if one is in one’s right mind, one should have the opportunity to serve. Some
older people wish to carry out an act of good citizenship. There are now a greater number of
persons of 65 years of age and over than 30 years ago. The amendment is positive, allowing
older people to participate, and will benefit society from the contribution of experienced people
with time on their hands and an interest in this area. Can the Minister of State say with regard
to the capacity of one to excuse oneself from service, if there provision for a person over 65
years of age who chooses not to serve?

Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh: I welcome some of these amendments, especially those remov-
ing an upper age limit. I published a Bill to give effect to this change. The extent of this has
been taken on board.

That said, I am not entirely happy with the wording relating to “incapable” persons. I know
of many business people who have survived and thrived in business despite not being capable,
at this stage, of reading. They would be excluded from serving on a jury. In this day and age,
to have a prohibition on deaf people serving on a jury is regrettable.

If we look at other jurisdictions, the United States has removed the restrictions on deaf and
blind people serving on juries — all US courts now allow deaf and blind people to serve on
juries. Clearly, there would be practical issues to overcome but by doing so — having an
interpreter or a signer for people — we would ensure that a deaf or blind citizen is allowed to
play their full role as a citizen. Deafness or blindness is not a sufficient reason to prevent
persons from serving on a jury.

I do not know if a recent court case taken by Ms Joan Clarke and FLAC is concluded. It
reinforced the position I am taking. I advocate that we amend this amendment to allow people
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who are deaf and blind serve. I welcome that the upper age limit has been removed as it was
high time this was done. That part of the language is progressive but we are falling behind in
the latter part of amendment No. 22 in particular.

Deputy Barry Andrews: I welcome the comments of the Deputies. The capacity for a person
to excuse oneself continues in the new Bill.

With regard to Deputy O’Snodaigh’s comments, the new language refers to an enduring
impairment and removes the reference to an insufficient capacity to read, deafness or other
permanent infirmity. That language has been removed and is replaced with “an enduring
impairment”. It goes on to say “such that it is not practical for them to perform the duties of
a juror”. That language clearly indicates that if it is practical for a deaf person, a person who
cannot read or any people in the other categories of impairment to serve on a jury, they shall
do so. I hope this answers the Deputy’s concerns in that regard.

As the judgment is reserved in the FLAC case, it is inappropriate for me to comment on it.

Seanad amendment agreed to.

Seanad amendment No. 21:

Section 47: In page 36, before section 47, to insert the following new section:

“47.—Section 31 of the Juries Act 1976 is amended by deleting “and under the age of
sixty-five years”.”.

Seanad amendment agreed to.

Seanad amendment No. 22:

Section 51: In page 36, to delete lines 32 to 36 and in page 37, to delete lines 1 to 6, section
51, and substitute the following new section:

“51.—The First Schedule to the Juries Act 1976 is amended—

(a) in Part I, by substituting—

“Other persons

Persons who have—

(a) an incapacity to read, or

(b) an enduring impairment

such that it is not practicable for them to perform the duties of a juror.”

for—

“Incapable persons

A person who because of insufficient capacity to read, deafness or other permanent infirm-
ity is unfit to serve on a jury.”, and

(b) in Part II, by deleting “and under the age of seventy years“.”.

Seanad amendment agreed to.

Seanad amendment No. 23:

Section 58: In page 41, subsection (1), line 25, after “Irish,” to insert “as”.
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Seanad amendment agreed to.

Seanad amendment No. 24:

Section 58: In page 41, subsection (1), line 30, to delete “as the Director of Film Classifi-
cation” and substitute the following:

“, in English, as the Director of Film Classification and, in Irish, as an Stiúrthóir Aicmithe
Scannán”.

Seanad amendment agreed to.

Seanad amendment No. 25:

Section 63: In page 45, lines 25 to 28, to delete all words from and including ““health” in
line 25 down to and including “2001)” in line 28 and substitute “‘health insurance contract’”.

Seanad amendment agreed to.

Seanad amendment No. 26:

Section 67: In page 49, line 39, to delete “severe” and substitute “undue”.

Deputy Barry Andrews: This amendment is to a provision of the Bill that amends the Legal
Aid Act 1995 regarding the powers of the Legal Aid Board to waive or reduce contributions
payable by the board’s clients for its services. Deputies will be aware that the Legal Aid Board
does not provide a free service; it requires its clients to pay a contribution.

At present, section 29 enables the board to waive all or part of that contribution. The motiv-
ation behind the changes to section 29 contained in the Bill is simply to put beyond doubt
concerns which the board has regarding its own power to waive or reduce the contribution
payable by one of its clients in circumstances where that contribution has been assessed at a
level above the minimum. At present, the board’s conclusion is that it does not have this
authority. Once this amendment is passed, it will unambiguously have this authority.

Concern was also raised in both Houses regarding the application of the “severe hardship”
standard as the criterion governing whether a contribution could be reduced or waived. The
choice of language in the original amendment was informed by the language in the current
legal aid regulations; this amendment proposes to replace that term with “undue”.

This latter expression is more widely found in legislation generally and does not have the
extreme connotations which might have been conveyed by, or read by some into, the term
“severe”. It also better reflects the reality of how the board would operate such a standard.
The intention is not to set the standard unreasonably high, while still providing that it would
not simply apply in all cases, since it might be said that any request for a contribution would
involve some hardship to a person on a modest income, in so far as it would reduce their
immediate disposable income.

Deputy Michael D’Arcy: I compliment the Seanad on removing the word “severe” and
replacing it with “undue”. Certainly, facing into this economic downturn, there will be a chal-
lenge. The Free Legal Advice Centre will have much more work on its hands with regard to
lending institutions taking repossession of properties. The term “severe hardship” was too
narrow an interpretation and “undue” will make the service accessible to many more people.
Whoever came up with “severe hardship” was certainly intent on not letting it be available to
as many people as practicable.
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I question the interpretation of “undue”. My reading of what the Minister of State is saying
is that the Free Legal Advice Centre will be the body interpreting “undue” on an individual
or case by case basis. If that is the case, I appeal for the service to be made available to as
many as is practicable. I am not saying it should be made available to everybody but within
the last number of months an amount of work has been coming to my clinics and office relating
to people with financial difficulties because of the economic downturn and other matters. In
the spirit of this debate, the Free Legal Advice Centre should make its services available to
the many rather than the few.

Deputy Pat Rabbitte: I concur with the sentiments expressed by Deputy D’Arcy and do not
want to repeat them. This has been a very important reform in society for people on low
incomes and it provides very valuable access to justice for them. I take at face value what the
Minister stated about the amendment before us in terms of first satisfying the board itself that it
has the power, in certain circumstances, to waive or mitigate the normal expected subscription.

“Undue” is a less onerous hurdle than “severe”. I welcome its introduction in terms of
dealing with the issue, which is significant. The issue was significant even at the height of the
boom, as access to justice in Ireland can be expensive. People who find themselves in circum-
stances of having to endure low incomes have this as pretty much their only route to it.

There are solicitors and barristers who take cases pro bono. However, such cases are usually
exceptional, high profile or involve important issues. They are not the everyday route to the
courts.

Will the Minister of State indicate what is the general picture in terms of backlogs, waiting
times and so forth? Although the position differs from county to county, one has the impression
that the free legal advice centres are under a good deal of pressure, that waiting times are
unreasonable for a certain type of case in which time is of the essence and that some of the
centres find it difficult to respond as quickly as one would like.

Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh: I will be brief as the two previous speakers covered most of the
issues I wished to address.

Will the Minister of State explain the difference between the adjectives “severe” and
“undue”? Why not dispense with adjectives and use only the word “hardship”?

With a downturn under way in the economy, more people will seek access to free legal
advice centres. Given the decision to substitute the word “severe” with “undue”, I presume
the workload of the centres will increase. A commitment is needed to ensure they are properly
funded to deliver justice and the service many in financial hardship seek.

Deputy Barry Andrews: If one were to remove the adjectives “severe” and “undue”, one
would be left with the word “hardship” which could describe any number of circumstances. An
attempt must be made to ensure the hardship being experienced is objectively causing a diffi-
culty for the individual. As I indicated, we do not want to achieve a reduction in a person’s
immediate disposable income. Rather, we want to ensure the service is available to persons in
a difficult financial position. That is the reasoning for the inclusion of the words “severe”
and “undue”.

The Legal Aid Board will continue to decide what is “undue” hardship. This gives it a degree
of robustness in terms of its independence. The availability of free legal aid will not be affected
by the proposals.

While I do not have figures to hand on waiting times for legal aid, I am sure the Department
will undertake to provide them for Deputy Rabbitte.
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Seanad amendment agreed to.

Seanad amendment No. 27:

Section 68: In page 50, line 6, after “shall” to insert the following:

“, in so far as they relate to the solicitor for any party to the proceedings pursuant to
the certificate,”.

Seanad amendment agreed to.

Seanad amendment No. 28:

Title: In page 9, line 18, after “1994,” to insert “THE SOLICITORS (AMENDMENT)
ACT 2002,” .

Seanad amendment agreed to.

Seanad amendments reported.

Intoxicating Liquor Bill 2008: Second Stage (Resumed).

Question again proposed: “That the Bill be now read a Second Time.”

Deputy Ciarán Cuffe: I welcome several aspects of the Intoxicating Liquor Bill 2008. We
need to target the significant increase in the number of supermarkets, convenience stores and
petrol stations with off-licences. We must specifically examine the issue of below cost selling
and special promotions. I also welcome the move to review existing sanctions and penalties,
particularly those directed towards combating excessive and under-age alcohol consumption.

I am not completely convinced that reducing the opening hours of certain bars will, in one
fell swoop, rid us of all the modern day ills of alcohol. Many are concerned about the proposal
to reintroduce closing times which they regard as an unwanted intrusion in their lives. I simply
wish to voice these concerns; it is an issue on which the Give us the Night campaign has been
vocal. The Government has a duty to strike a correct balance between individual freedoms and
the proper regulation of the industry.

Proper planning is required, including in the area of opening hours. For example, taxi deregu-
lation eliminated many of the queues for taxis faced by those leaving licensed premises late at
night. The vast majority of those who go out late in the evening are clubbing or are, by nature,
late socialisers. They go out to have a beer, listen to good music and dance. I am concerned
that this group will be restricted by the 2.30 a.m. closing time. Perhaps a more sophisticated
approach should be taken to closing times to ensure we do not unduly discriminate against
those who wish to socialise, particularly after a hard working week.

The 1 a.m. closing rule for Sundays does not reflect the changed work environment. The
large numbers working in the service and retail sectors such as cafes want to enjoy themselves
as much as the rest of us. Sequential closing times of bars and nightclubs have been proposed.
For obvious reasons, the alternative term — “staggered closing times” — is not considered the
best use of words. Joking apart, an argument can be made for some form of sequential closing
to ensure people leave premises at different times during the evening. This would relieve much
of the pressure on public transport and fast food restaurants and could result in a reduction in
the number of public order offences. In short, it would lead to a more orderly dispersal of
people onto the streets.
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Such a system could be regulated by geographical location and types of bars and nightclubs.
I hope the Minister will consider such an approach. We should reflect on what works elsewhere.
In Italy, for example, the level of binge drinking is perhaps 2% compared to a figure in excess
of 30% here. We could learn lessons from the continental model. From my experience, having
lived in Italy some time ago, there is a strong association between food and alcohol. In small
bars, even those no bigger than the Dawson Lounge not too far from Leinster House, food is
served at all hours of the day and night. While there has been a move towards providing more
food in pubs in recent years, the shutters still tend to go down in mid-evening. If one walks
into almost any Irish pub after 9 p.m. and asks for food, the chances are one will be offered
nothing more than a packet of peanuts. Likewise, the later it is in the evening the less likely it
is that one will have the choice of having a non-alcoholic beverage such as tea and coffee.
Much could be done in this area.

The pricing structures on licensed premises need to be examined. The price of a non-
alcoholic beer is frequently equal to or greater than the price of alcohol. The Minister may
need to address this issue in this Bill or future legislation.

There are other matters that could be addressed, namely, the advertising of alcohol. I concur
with those who argue for a blanket ban on such advertising. We have a difficulty with alcohol
in this country. As a result, it should not be promoted through the medium of sports events or
advertisements which, to a certain degree, glamorise it. We should reconsider the position in
respect of its advertising.

While we should consider the responsibilities of the users of alcohol, we should also examine
those of publicans. There is an onus on them not to serve those who are clearly intoxicated.
From my limited knowledge of the Temple Bar area in the centre of Dublin, I cannot but be
of the view that many publicans are disregarding this aspect of the licensing legislation, in
which it is stated people who are clearly intoxicated should not be served. I am not referring
to those who might be tipsy or merry. I refer instead to the many people one sees on the streets
of Dublin who were obviously visibly drunk when they were served alcohol in pubs. We should
take greater action in respect of this matter.

In the United States, not only the owners of public houses but also their bar staff are liable
for the actions of those to whom alcohol is served. If a person knocks back three or four drinks
and then drives his or her car, legal liability rests with the individual who served him or her
alcohol. If we were to extend legal liability in this country, not only to publicans but also to
their staff, it would concentrate their minds on the need to ensure people do not leave their
premises in a state of severe intoxication. Such an extension of legal liability merits inves-
tigation.

I wish to vent my spleen on the issue of super-pubs. I reiterate that the emergence of such
establishments during the past decade has led to a dramatic deterioration in the behaviour of
patrons and in the quality of drinking places throughout Ireland. Small, intimate venues that
were strong in heritage have been literally ripped apart in order to allow for greater amounts
of alcohol to be served. Some of the pubs I frequented in my younger drinking days such as
the Temple Bar and many other establishments in that neck of the woods have had their hearts
ripped out and been replaced by premises with all the atmosphere of an airport departure
lounge. We should reconsider those aspects of the licensing laws which allow for massive
increases in the areas of public houses given over to drinking.

I am concerned by the phenomenon of “vertical drinking”, whereby those who own pubs
remove most of the seating on the premises, turn up the volume on the sound system, refuse
to serve food and try to shove as much alcohol as possible down the throats of their patrons.
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This type of establishment represents a huge step backwards and is far removed from the small,
intimate bar in which one can have a conversation with the owner who will then keep an eye
on one and refuse to serve if one is clearly drunk.

The legislation is a step in the right direction in some respects. However, I am concerned
about the proposal to reduce opening hours. Sequential closing might have a great deal to offer
in combating the binge drinking culture. I have no doubt that the Minister will examine other
aspects of the legislation on Committee Stage.

Deputy Chris Andrews: I thank Deputy Cuffe for sharing time. I am delighted to have an
opportunity to contribute to the debate on the Bill.

When discussing issues such as drugs and alcohol, one always feels one is showing signs of
one’s age and that one sounds like one’s grandmother. However, I am not going to pass up the
opportunity to sound like my grandmother or the Minister of State’s for that matter.

Clearly, alcohol is a gateway drug which, for young people, opens up the way to an entirely
new culture. People are increasingly drinking at a young age. The difficulties we face are clear,
particularly when one analyses some of the statistics. The statistics to which I refer indicate
that 28% of all attendances at accident and emergency departments in acute hospitals in respect
of injuries are alcohol-related, that alcohol was a contributory factor in 36% of all fatal crashes,
that it was also a factor in 25% of severe domestic abuse cases and that 46% of those who had
committed homicide were intoxicated.

We must, as a society, address the problems to which the consumption of alcohol gives rise.
Politicians or political institutions will not be able to deal with this matter on their own. Action
must be taken in consultation with parents and the Government. Everyone has a role to play.
Gordon Holmes and the alcohol advisory group have done excellent work in crystallising the
difficulties and challenges we face.

While it is clear that the Bill will not solve all our difficulties, it represents another step
towards tackling many of the issues to which I refer. Deputy Cuffe referred to the problem of
binge drinking. Such drinking is a very visible problem among young people. The introduction
of alcopops such as fat frogs and others has, in the case of young people, made drinking trendy.
When I was young, I did not drink. However, my friends used to hide the fact that they were
drinking. They used to go to the bottom of the local field where they could not be seen or
heard, except on occasion. It is almost a badge of honour now for young people to be seen
walking around with bags or trays of cans of alcohol. I am concerned that it is almost trendy
to be seen weighed down with alcohol on one’s way to the local field, someone’s house or
wherever it is that young people drink these days.

During the period 1999 to 2005 the number of juvenile offences almost trebled. That is a
matter of concern. I have two young children who, thankfully, have not yet reached drinking
age. However, it is worrying for parents to face the eventuality of their children going off to
hang out with their friends. One must give one’s children a certain degree of independence but
one must also know their whereabouts and have some control over them, which is becoming
increasingly difficult. In certain areas of my constituency children gather each Friday evening
to drink outside the shops. This is a cause of grave concern for people who live in those areas
and the Garda which is not in a position to solve the problem. This Bill will certainly make it
easier to address difficulties as they arise on a Friday, Saturday or Sunday evening. Gardaı́ will
now have the power to seize alcohol. The problem does not only arise in respect of young
people because my age group does not set a good example for our children. In Temple Bar,
adults are rolling out of pubs incoherent and unstable. That happens all over the city.
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The Government needs to support cultural change through legislation, as it did in the past
when drink driving was not regarded as a serious offence. The practice is now frowned upon
thanks to a mixture of legislation and education. This Bill will support those who are trying to
address alcohol abuse in Ireland.

Supermarkets are a serious problem in terms of below cost selling. The Competition Auth-
ority would say that below cost selling cannot be prohibited for competition reasons but when
it has such a social impact we, as legislators, must override the authority’s rigid adherence to
the free market. Some form of regulation is needed. Petrol stations appear to be a problem in
terms of easy access to alcohol. I would prefer that petrol stations sell nothing but petrol,
although I appreciate the severe problems this would cause in rural areas. I am speaking from
a Dublin perspective and acknowledge that many rural petrol stations have morphed into
community shops and have become the centres of village life in many places. Simply banning
petrol stations from selling beer would not suffice but it might be considered within city limits.
In the city centre and the suburbs, the sale of alcohol in garages is clearly a problem.

I welcome the Minister’s proposed changes in respect of early houses. While they may not
be the place to drink fine wines, early houses play an important part in Dublin’s inner city and
working class communities. Many of them are frequented by taxi drivers and shift workers.

This Bill is a good step forward and I have no hesitation in supporting it.

Deputy David Stanton: I wish to share time with Deputies Sheehan and Perry.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Is that agreed? Agreed.

Deputy David Stanton: I welcome this Bill as an attempt to impact on a national cultural
issue which is causing severe damage across our society. However, I would prefer it to be made
part a coherent Government policy across a range of Departments. It is a start in that it restricts
off-sale times, requires wine licences to be granted by the District Court, provides for structural
separations, CCTV, fire and safety and theatre licensing and gives gardaı́ powers to seize con-
tainers. It also provides for test purchasing, which is controversial in that it could be seen as
entrapment. The Bill imposes a two day closure as a minimum penalty, increases fines and
gives the Minister powers to bring in restrictions on advertising, reduced prices and special
deals. Part 3 of the Bill deals with public order and alcohol abuse. Age cards are an important
provision in this regard.

The Bill appears to address two areas, namely, under age drinking and the abuse of alcohol
by those over the age of 18. Under age drinking is an important issue. Last night, I received a
letter from a constituent informing me about young people who were congregating in an area
behind his house to drink out of cans and bottles. They abuse alcohol and cause public disturb-
ances but manage to out wit gardaı́ by leaving as soon as the latter arrive and returning 20
minutes later.

7 o’clock

I note what young people have to say, however. The Ombudsman for Children recently
launched a report in this House which she described as a big ballot. She engaged with 74,000
young people across the country and found that they are looking for a safe place to visit. I call

on the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs to bring forward
the provisions of the Youth Work Act 2001. Young people are calling for youth
cafés in every town. They need places to socialise but in towns throughout Ireland

they have nowhere to go until they are old enough for the pubs other than walking the streets
or, often, drinking alcohol in the fields and bushes. We need to put a comprehensive youth
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service in place with trained workers who can engage with young people. The cost will be high
but the overall savings will be huge.

This country is facing a health epidemic caused by alcohol abuse. Speakers on all sides of
the House have noted the rampant abuse of alcohol in this country. That will have a serious
impact on health in terms of liver problems and cancer.

Education in schools is important but I taught these issues for the best part of 20 years and
am aware that the effect is limited because the audience is captive and takes little notice. We
should consider the establishment of a proper youth service that would be integrated with
health services, the justice system and the gardaı́ in every town and village. Trained youth
workers could engage with young people and bring them off the streets and into youth centres.
All they want is a safe place to sit and eat with their friends. We should provide an alcohol-
free environment for young people. I do not know why that is not being provided. Many of
the provisions of the 2001 Act have not yet been implemented. The Act was lauded when it
was passed and the national youth development plan was introduced a couple of years later,
but neither has been progressed.

The introduction of an age card is crucial. People working in off-licences and pubs should
be over 21 because people under that age can come under strong pressures to serve alcohol
to minors.

I call for the establishment of an office of alcohol control. The Office of Tobacco Control
has been quite successful. An office of alcohol control could bring together all Departments
and State agencies.

Debate adjourned.

Message from Seanad.

An Ceann Comhairle: Seanad Éireann has passed the Electricity Regulation (Amendment)
(EirGrid) Bill 2008, without amendment.

Private Members’ Business.

————

Fishing Industry: Motion.

Deputy Michael Creed: I wish to share time with Deputies Sheahan, Jim O’Keeffe, Perry
and McHugh.

An Ceann Comhairle: Is that agreed? Agreed.

Deputy Michael Creed: I move:

That Dáil Éireann, notes

— the value of the Irish seafood industry to the Irish economy, totalling over \750 million
in revenues and contributing to the direct employment of over 12,000 people;

— the financial difficulties currently facing those involved in the fishing industry;

— the dramatic increase in the price of fuel; particularly the 40% increase in fuel costs
since January 2008;

— the failure of Government to secure EU funding for the industry to date;
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— the stagnation and decline of fish prices;

— the failure to brand and market Irish fish;

— the delay of Government to secure EU approval of the Operational Programme for
Fisheries;

— the structural difficulties facing the industry including lack of quota and over-capacity
of the fleet;

— the current arrangements for disposal of by-catch contribute nothing to conservation
of fish stocks;

— the slow progress in implementing the Cawley report; and

— the EU Ministerial Council on Fisheries’ decision to bring forward regulations to
combat illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing;

and calls on the Government to:

— negotiate a package of financial assistance for temporary cessation of operations as a
matter of urgency;

— insist that the Irish fishing industry is not disadvantaged relative to its competitors
within the EU as a result of the Commission decision to permit state aid in certain cir-
cumstances;

— introduce regulations on illegal, unreported and unregulated, IUU, fishing without
delay following final agreement at EU level;

— pursue a uniform and balanced approach to enforcement of fisheries regulation
throughout the EU;

— immediately implement a country of origin labelling system for all fish products
coupled with a consumer awareness campaign;

— pursue the possibility of increasing cod quotas in the Celtic Sea;

— take all necessary steps at an interdepartmental level to resolve the issues delaying
the adoption of the Operational Programme for Fisheries; and

— fully implement the Cawley report.

The decision at the most recent Council of Ministers to kick to touch on the issue of a financial
rescue package for the Irish fishing industry is viewed with alarm by those employed in the
industry. There was a clear understanding at the initial meeting between the Federation of
Irish Fishermen and the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and the Minister of State
that decisions would flow from the Council meeting on 23 and 24 June. That no immediate
assistance has come from it is largely the reason we are debating this substantial motion.

The fishing industry has immediate and long-term structural difficulties. The latter will be
irrelevant if the immediate difficulties which, simply put, concern direct financial aid to enable
the industry to survive the current problems, are not dealt with. For that reason, I propose to
dwell on the positives in respect of last week’s Council meeting. Progress was made on the
issue of illegal, unreported and unregulated, IUU, fishing, which is welcome from a con-
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servation point of view. This should lead to better prices for fish legally landed. It is estimated
that IUU fish in the EU market are worth \1 billion or account for approximately 12% of the
market. This agreement is welcome and everybody involved is to be commended. What is not
clear is the timeframe within which the benefits of this decision will flow. I suspect — the
Minister confirmed this at Question Time this afternoon — that it will take at least two years
for the benefits to flow. Welcome as the decision is — the Slovenian Presidency, the Parliament,
the Council of Ministers and the Commissioner are entitled to take credit for this agreement
— it will not put a single euro in the pockets of Irish fishermen in the short term. While I
acknowledge the work done in this respect, it is not the solution to the current difficulties.

The \3.8 billion European Fisheries Fund 2007-13 provides for aid in respect of the tempor-
ary cessation of activities due to emergency measures. This is provided for under priority No.
1 of the European Fisheries Fund — adaptation of the Community fishing fleet. That this
proposal has not yet been finalised is disappointing, given the urgency of the matter and the
clear provision for such in the fund.

Another point that needs to be made forcefully relates to the appalling failure of the Govern-
ment to secure for Ireland a fair share of the \3.8 billion allocated in the fund. A mere \42
million has been secured, which allied to the Government’s failure to conclude its negotiations
and secure approval for the Operational Programme for Fisheries speaks volumes of its com-
mitment to the sector. Just over 1% of the European Fisheries Fund has been committed to
Ireland, yet we have a substantially greater share of Community waters and fish stocks. While
this was obviously negotiated under the watch of the Minister’s predecessor, it is, nonetheless,
a shameful outcome. The failure to secure approval for the Operational Programme for Fisher-
ies is delaying further investment in the industry, especially in processing, marketing, added
value and so on where additional employment could be generated. This is shameful neglect of
a national industry.

Given the 40% increase in diesel prices since the start of the year, de facto many fishermen
are engaged in a cessation of activities simply because they cannot afford to go to sea. A deal
on direct financial assistance in such circumstances must be reached by 15 July, the date of the
next meeting of the Council of Ministers, if fishermen are to survive and a resumption of radical
protest is to be avoided. Of concern in the interim is the fact that Bord Iascaigh Mhara is not
actively preparing the groundwork for such a scheme. I stated in the House on 19 June that
the preferable outcome to the negotiations would be an EU funded scheme. EU or Exchequer
funded, the preparatory work must be done. What we must not allow is European Commission
agreement on a rescue package for the fisheries sector comprising EU and State funding. As a
result of the recession, of the Government’s and the former Minister for Finance’s own making,
we will not be in a position, although permission to do so is given at European Commission
level, to match the level of state aid provided for French and Spanish fishermen who compete
with Irish fishermen in the waters surrounding this island. That would be the worst of both
worlds and unacceptable.

The negotiating mettle of the Minister and his colleagues in the Department will be tested
to secure the best possible financial rescue package prior to 15 July. Most of those involved in
the fishing industry do not really care from where the funding comes, be it from the Exchequer,
the European Commission or outer Mongolia. What is clear is that the industry needs a finan-
cial injection. What will not be tolerated on this side of the House is Irish fishermen being
placed at a competitive disadvantage vis-a-vis those with whom they compete on a daily basis,
in particular French and Spanish fishermen, in the seas around this island.

President Sarkozy will visit this country shortly. I call on the Taoiseach and the Minister to
raise these important issues with him in order that we can comprehend and respond to pro-
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posals from the French Government during its six month Presidency of the European Union.
It will be an opportunity not to be missed to pursue an increase in the total allowable catch of
cod in the Celtic Sea which has the backing — this is an important point — of the Marine
Institute.

Against this calamitous background, fishermen face the added uncertainty of the interpreta-
tion and implementation of complex fisheries legislation by the Sea-Fisheries Protection Auth-
ority that could result in criminal convictions for breaches that elsewhere in the European
Union result only in the application of administrative sanctions. Having had extensive consul-
tations with fishermen and their representative organisations, this, with the perceived over-
zealous enforcement by the Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority, is an issue of the utmost grav-
ity, only behind the issues of diesel prices and quotas. It is ironic that while the European
Union is widely looked to for many solutions, financial and otherwise, this is seen as an own
goal by the industry. It is a legal provision expressly against the wishes of the Commission and
the experience of other member states which, if there was the political will, could be changed
immediately. Clearly, the Government does not have the political will to deal with the issue.
This is not about condoning illegal fishing; it is about a uniform system of sanctions across the
EU. The political impotence and double standards of Fianna Fáil backbenchers are clear; they
say one thing on the plinth or in their constituencies when talking to fishermen and the exact
opposite when confronted by the bully-boy tactics of the Minister, Deputy Dempsey. Tomor-
row night’s vote is their opportunity for redemption. The Tadhgs ar dhá thaobh have a
second chance.

We hear much today about global food shortages, but we do not hear enough about the
approximately two million tonnes of edible fish that are thrown back, mostly dead, into the sea
in the name of conservation. What a scandal. The fish are not recorded as catch and could
therefore skew conservation efforts. With millions in the world starving, it is surely possible,
without compromising the core objective of conservation, to organise the industry to bring this
high-quality health food ashore and allocate species to others whose quotas are not filled.
Technical innovation should also address the issue of accidental catching of small fish. It is
immoral in the current climate that the action demanded by quotas and accidental catch is to
throw dead fish back into the sea. It is entirely unacceptable. If the public knew this was how
the Common Fisheries Policy of the EU obliges fishermen to behave, they would be appalled.

With an appropriate investment strategy, as outlined by the Cawley report, the potential for
added value, import substitution and increased employment in the industry is significant. Sea-
food faces the same challenge as Irish agricultural produce — beef, dairy and so on — from
imports of dubious quality because of the failure to label, brand and market. Because con-
sumers have a right to know where produce comes from, and because of the significant econ-
omic benefits that can accrue, Irish fish and all Irish food should have clear, foolproof country-
of-origin labelling. An opportunity has been missed regarding the branding, marketing and
processing of seafood in Ireland, with a few notable exceptions. It is worth noting that the
fishing industry is substantially, though not exclusively, located in peripheral areas of the coun-
try where alternative opportunities for employment are not readily available.

At a time of great challenge in attracting new industry due to global competition, and with
increasing evidence of relocation of existing companies, we simply cannot afford not to develop
the seafood sector. The industry, BIM and the Government need to accelerate the process of
investment, with the Cawley strategy providing the blueprint for what needs to be done.

An Ceann Comhairle: I remind visitors that applause is not allowed in the Visitors Gallery.
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Deputy Tom Sheahan: I commend Deputy Creed on this Private Members’ motion. It is hard
to believe, but the bind that our fishermen are in did not develop overnight. I am led to believe
that in 1972 an American philanthropist wrote to the Government of the day advising it not to
join the EEC, as it then was. The reason, in one simple line, was that it would take our fish. I
have not found this letter yet, but I will. What has happened since then? Ten times the value
of the EU funding we have received has been taken out of our waters. Until now, fishermen
have not had to protest as they have made a good living. There is no doubt about that. Over
the past 30 or 35 years they made a good living, even through their working conditions were
extreme and dangerous. I was in Athlone yesterday for a meeting of fishermen. Several hun-
dred fishermen had tied up their boats to be there. There was a sense of anger and disillusion-
ment. As well as the fishermen, their wives and families were also there, because they are all
suffering. As I said, this did not happen overnight.

As a new Deputy, one of my first committee meetings was a meeting of the Joint Committee
on Agriculture, Fisheries and Food at which the then Minister, Deputy Coughlan, was present.
In my naivety, I asked her whether we as a State had ever gone to Europe to ask for more
quota. The answer I received made me wonder whether I had spoken out of place. I got a put-
down. Perhaps I did speak out of place, but as far as I know we have never asked for an
increase in quota. We have never tried to claw back any of what we gave away. Fishermen are
under severe pressure at present and we are putting it down to fuel costs and quota restrictions.
The latter have been there for years, while the cost of fuel has increased by 40% over recent
months.

As my colleague stated, what Irish fishermen want is equality. They want to be on a level
playing field with other European fishermen, but they are not. I have evidence that French and
Spanish boats are going out with diesel in their tanks that costs 50 cent a litre, while Irish boats
go out with diesel that costs 91 cent a litre. I would love to have an explanation for this, but I
understand how it is being done. It is not through EU funding but through a mechanism set
up by the French and Spanish Governments by which fishermen receive a direct payment,
similar to the family income supplement, which offsets the increase in fuel costs. This gives
them much-needed help, but it means that Irish fishermen are not on a level playing field.

We need immediate proposals to save our fishing industry. We speak of decommissioning,
which must be welcomed, even if the funding is to be only \42 million rather than the \58
million originally announced. We speak of marketing and say that Irish fish must be labelled
and marketed as such. Yesterday in Athlone I spoke to the manager of a producer organisation
who told me that in the co-op shop fillets of cod are being sold at \9.50 per kg, while in the
local supermarket imported cod is being sold at \22.99 per kg. I do not know whether the Irish
housewife would pay such exorbitant prices if she knew the fish was imported. Perhaps there
is an opportunity there for the producer organisations themselves in terms of labelling and
marketing.

The Minister, Deputy Smith, stated today that the regulations on illegal, unreported and
unregistered fishing would not come into effect before 2010. This has been put on the long
finger. Fishermen need immediate proposals to save the industry. Is the funding there to
implement the recommendations in the Cawley report? This is a straight question. Is the fund-
ing there to implement the strategy without an operational programme?

The Minister advised us that quota restrictions in other countries are not the same as ours.
In the Joint Committee on Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, we recently asked representatives
of the Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority whether the authority had a boat. To my amazement,
the answer was that it did not. The authority’s 70 staff are, therefore, based on the coast and
they nail Irish fishermen coming in, irrespective of what foreign boats do at sea. Big boats have
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mulchers on board and have a different quota regime. The Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority
could not nail these boats, given the structure of quotas.

I will try to express the anger and frustration shown by fishermen at the meeting in Athlone
yesterday. Though it is not included in the Cawley report, they believe that the one way to
ensure a profitable, viable future for the fishing industry is to take control of our territorial
waters. A committee was set up in the fishermen’s organisations yesterday to approach the
Federation of Irish Fishermen, FIF, and the Minister about taking charge of our territorial
waters. I do not know how this goal will be achieved but the fishermen were very enthusiastic
because they believe it is the only way they will have a say in what is a natural resource of the
State. We own 20% of European waters but have only 4% of the quota and this would not
happen anywhere else.

Fishermen are very unhappy about having to throw overboard perfectly good fish. There is
starvation in the Third World and food shortages even threaten Europe, yet we discard fish
catches worth millions because of quotas. This is ethically and morally wrong. To throw good
food over the side of a boat is wrong but fishermen are afraid to come to shore and be nailed
by the SFPA. They fear their boats will be tied up and their nets confiscated. They fear they
will have to go to court, take out a massive bond and end up with a criminal record. They may
be delayed for a couple of days. As I said, this is unethical and immoral.

I compliment the Minister on designating Schull and Union Hall as landing ports. A good
day’s work was done for fishermen in that part of the country. However, this was a small,
cosmetic measure when one thinks of what fishermen are enduring. I ask the Minister to
consider implementing a measure on harbour dues to help fishermen, who are not entitled to
social welfare when they cannot go out in bad weather, their wives and families. Hopefully he
will do this and help many fishermen throughout the country.

Deputy Jim O’Keeffe: I compliment my colleagues, Deputies Creed and Sheahan, on their
presentations on this important motion.

I intend to focus on the issue of administrative sanctions. There is a burning resentment in
fishing communities and all along the seaboard because of the attitude of the Government to
this issue, particularly in recent years. I feel this resentment is justified. The last report of the
EU Commission on behaviours that seriously infringe the rules of the Common Fisheries Policy
shows that it is objectively justified. The report records the changes that took place and new
legal instruments in fisheries enforcement in member states. It records the 2006 Act that
brought changes in Ireland and refers to the increased penalties for fisheries offences.

The report refers to the fact that France introduced a number of administrative measures. It
also refers to changes in the United Kingdom, which are the basis for administrative sanctions,
and the new scheme produced by the Scottish Fisheries Protection Agency on administrative
procedures. The report refers to Spain, which in 2005 adopted an administrative Act estab-
lishing criteria for administrative sanctions, and to the position in Sweden along the same lines.
However, the then Minister here rejected all approaches on administrative sanctions.

This was all done with the clear message that the European Union wants harmonisation. The
last report from the EU Commission lists the most recent changes introduced in this regard in
Europe yet the Government has dug in on the issue. I appreciate that much of this has to do
with the character of the then Minister, Deputy Dempsey, as the Bill was going through. He
thought he was high sheriff of the seas and was not for turning, egged on to a degree by ill-
informed plaudits from the Dublin media. There was no appreciation of what the goal was.
There was scope for administrative sanctions here, as in other countries, as mentioned by my
colleagues, with a view to creating a level playing field.
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The constitutional issue was raised at the time and was raised again in reply to a recent Dáil
question. I will be absolutely blunt in stating my convinction that there is no constitutional
inhibition to the introduction of administrative sanctions in this country. I believe the approach
of the Minister was wrong on this point and I challenged the advice he received suggesting there
was a constitutional inhibition. There is no distinction between the enforcement of fisheries law
and the enforcement of road traffic law. I am not referring to minor parking offences but under
road traffic law there are administrative sanctions, including fixed penalties and penalty points,
and one can lose one’s licence without going to court if one gets enough penalty points. If a
person loses his or her licence he may lose his or her livelihood. There are countless precedents
suggesting the administrative approach is possible. The constitutional get-out is that offenders
can refuse to accept a constitutional penalty and go to court instead and this allows the pro-
visions of the Constitution to be upheld. A person is entitled, under Articles 34 and 37, to have
a charge tried before a court if he or she insists. The message we are getting from the fishermen
and the European Union is that they want a system through which low-level offences can be
dealt with on an administrative basis. I want to make the point that this can be done. I accept
that there are parameters that must be included in a new provision.

I am working, on behalf of Fine Gael, on a framework document that will outline how this
can be achieved. It will cover technical offences that were dealt with heretofore by warnings
and it will accept that serious offences must go to court, also as heretofore. It will not be a
charter for cowboys. The document will point out that offences that are not serious can be
dealt with through administrative sanctions. I am asking the Government and the fishing organ-
isations to give serious consideration to Fine Gael’s framework document on how this can be
achieved. If the points raised in it are correct, as I believe they are, the necessary legislation
should be introduced to underpin the new system that should be put in place as soon as possible.
The solution is in our hands.

Deputy John Perry: I congratulate my Fine Gael colleagues, Deputy Creed, who is our
spokesman in this area, and Deputy Sheahan, on this critically important motion. If one visits
coastal areas such as Killybegs, Castletownbere and Rossaveal, one will see that fishing com-
munities throughout the country were left out in the cold over the last ten years, as the rest of
the economy flourished. The previous Fianna Fáil-led Government all but abandoned the fish-
ing industry and the coastal communities. One third of the population lives within ten miles of
the coast. Ireland’s territorial waters, which extend 200 nautical miles from the coast, are ten
times bigger than Ireland’s land mass. In the absence of leadership over the last 11 years, the
Government has been content to waste Ireland’s marine sector, which is one of its greatest
untapped natural resources.

As a result of the Government’s failure to show any commitment to the development of the
marine sector, our fishing industry is in crisis. The costs associated with fishing vessels and
diesel are increasing rapidly. Issues such as insurance costs and over-regulation are imposing
enormous hardship on those working in the industry. As Deputy Creed said, just 1% of the
European fisheries budget is allocated to Ireland. I guarantee the Minister, Deputy Smith, that
this country’s fishing communities, which were waiting for his party at the referendum on the
Lisbon treaty, will be waiting for Fianna Fáil when we go to the polls again in 12 months’ time
because they feel they have been sold down the tube.

Any commitments which may be given at this time will be a small price to pay. Fishing
vessels worth up to \400 million are parked at the port of Killybegs, in which \50 million has
been invested. I fully understand and appreciate the critical role that the fishing industry plays
in coastal communities. The marine sector continues to be in relative decline. The livelihoods
of our coastal communities are being endangered by the neglect of the Government. I do not
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blame the EU. Aquaculture should be developed in the interests of our coastal communities
and those involved in our inland fisheries. Responsibility for the marine sector has been divided
between four different Departments. Fine Gael has given a commitment to re-establish the
sector at Cabinet level, with a senior Minister, but that has not been pursued by the current
Government.

The motion before the House, which is directly concerned with the latest and most severe
crisis to be encountered by the fishing industry, deals with many of the important issues which
can be directly addressed by the Government without having to wait for the EU. The Govern-
ment can take immediate action to save the fishing sector. It must reverse its policy of disregard
and disinterest if fishing communities throughout Ireland are to survive. The Government’s
indecision is wasting valuable time. When I was Fine Gael’s spokesman in this area for two
years, I travelled to the various coastal communities to meet fishermen and their families.
There is no point in giving lip service to such people. Responsibility for matters such as inshore
fisheries, inland fisheries, coastal erosion and marine aquaculture has been given to other Mini-
sters or Ministers of State. We should state honestly that the Government has neglected our
coastal communities. The area within 200 nautical miles of the coast of Ireland comprises an
area ten times bigger than its land mass. The third of the population that lives within ten miles
of the coast is being paid lip service.

There has been a U-turn on the fantastic document produced by Dr. Noel Cawley. When
the Sea-Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Bill 2005 was being considered by the Oireachtas,
we heard the Minister, Deputy Dempsey, engaging in a total fabrication. As Deputy Jim
O’Keeffe mentioned, that legislation provides for the criminalisation of fishermen. When I met
the EU Commissioner, I was assured that there is no reason we cannot decriminalise fishermen
who engage in certain activities. Under the legislation I mentioned, a fisherman who has com-
mitted a small offence cannot go to America because he is deemed to be a criminal.

We must address the needs of our fishing fleet. There are too many boats out there. It is
unacceptable that Ireland benefits from just 1% of the EU fisheries budget of \3.5 billion. The
making of a one-off investment in the decommissioning of boats has been recognised as a
policy tool that is perfectly justifiable in terms of the public good that ensues. The motion
before the House calls for a uniform and balanced approach to the enforcement of fisheries
regulations, which is important. Fine Gael does not condone over-fishing. It supports the
enforcement of the regulations of the law. Many people are concerned that the potential of the
fishing sector is not being met. The worldwide demand for fish is evident in every store. It is a
question of pushing an open door. However, the processing companies are experiencing diffi-
culties. Some 14 factories in Killybegs have been closed. Every factory in Rossaveal and
Castletownbere is closed.

Does the Minister, Deputy Smith, think it is enough to pay lip service to the industry?
Fishermen who have made huge investment in this sector, while rearing families, are justified
in thinking they should get more than lip service. Where is the Cawley report? It was suggested
before the last election that Dr. Cawley was eminently qualified to compile the report. He
visited all the fishing communities. Not only was it suggested that the establishment of a single
marine Department would be considered, but it was promised that ministerial consultative
committees would be put in place. What is happening in areas like aquaculture? Nothing is
happening with the proposed marine research development in Galway. The seabed survey has
been cancelled. The inland fisheries sector is all over the place.

The Minister will not fob me off. I assure him that Fine Gael is standing with coastal com-
munities. We will not renege on the promises we have made to them. Deputy Kenny has stated
clearly that when Fine Gael is returned to Government, it will revitalise this valuable industry.
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It is unacceptable that Ireland, as a island nation, has been totally relegated. I do not give the
Government any credit in this regard. It has neglected our coastal communities. It has failed
to create jobs in such areas. It claims that it is involved in consultations and meetings, but it is
doing absolutely nothing. Fishermen are annoyed. They were annoyed when I visited them
some years ago, but they are now more annoyed than ever. I guarantee the Government that
if it ignores them, it will do so at its peril. Deputies who represent coastal communities are
well aware of what people in such areas felt about the Government the last time they went to
the polls. Whatever they thought of them then, they think even less now. People in coastal
communities will make their feelings clear when the local elections are held next May or June.
They are annoyed about the changes which have been made to diesel excise rates, for example.

This is one of the most critical issues to have been raised on Private Members’ business for
some time. I assure the House that this problem will not go away. It is not good enough to pay
lip service to the fishermen, or to try to fob them off.

Deputy Tom Sheahan: Hear, hear.

Deputy Joe McHugh: I commend the efforts of Deputies Creed and Sheahan in bringing this
motion to the House. I commend my colleague, Deputy Perry, on the work he did in opposition
in the previous Dáil. I refer, for example, to his contribution to the Fine Gael policy document,
Oceans of Opportunity.

The motion before the House mentions that the value of the seafood industry to the economy
is over \750 million. If one considers what we could be doing, that figure represents the tip of
the iceberg. We need to consider the value-added sector. I acknowledge that the Minister of
State with responsibility for food, Deputy Sargent, talks a good game. He needs to implement
something, however. Fishing is a tremendous industry with great potential. Rather than talking
the talk, we should be walking the walk.

Deputy Jim O’Keeffe spoke succinctly about the legal aspects of the criminalisation of fisher-
ies offences. The simple issue of criminalisation goes to the heart of fishing families and com-
munities. We need to compare like with like. As Deputy Creed argued, the person who put
together the rules that force fishermen to dump fish at sea is surely more deserving of being
criminalised than, for example, a fisherman who fails to log a telephone call to a fishing port.
As the Minister is in control, he is in a position to do something about this issue.

I would like to speak about the scientific advice. I am sure the Minister of State, Deputy
Sargent, will have an interest in this. Do scientists take discards into consideration? No, they
do not. They do not measure discards. How, therefore, can the biomass of fishing stock in any
geographical area be measured at any given point in time? It cannot be done because discards
are not being measured. We have to stand with the fishermen, who are willing to work with
the Department in this regard. They do not want to dump fish at sea. They are forced into
such action when they are in danger of being treated as criminals. Do scientists take environ-
mental issues into consideration? No, they do not. Scientists do not consider the fact that
spawning grounds are moving further north. We are always being told that the oceans are
getting warmer. The lines which were drawn on the map 30 or 40 years ago are still in use,
even though the fish are moving further north. Fishermen are being forced to fish in specified
boxes even though they know small fish will be caught in such areas.

We have to get a grip on the reality of this area. The Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food, Deputy Smith, has a responsibility to work with the fishermen in the pelagic and demer-
sal sectors. He needs to listen to the fishermen because they have the local knowledge. I refer
not only to those currently employed in the fishing sector but also to those who are retired.
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They know what is happening in the marine environment. They do not need scientists to tell
them what is going on. They want to work with people in the scientific industry.

There is a complete disconnect between the roles of the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food and the fishermen. As I said last week, the Minister has an opportunity to show real
political leadership in this area. He can take control and start bringing some reality to the
fishing industry. There is absolutely no reality there at present. Mackerel fishermen were told
in January that they had to do all their fishing within a three-week or six-week period. They
know that nobody is telling the haddock or the cod to go into the nets. I know the cod boxes
are closed off but has anybody told the cod? This shows the craziness and ludicrousness of
having this type of system. At sea fishermen are in different boxes. Cod go into these and that
is something we must take seriously and look to the reality.

I know the Minister lives somewhere in the midlands but he has good contacts within the
coastal community. I ask that that he should listen to those people and work with them. He
should start working with the science rather than allow the scientists to make ridiculous rules
that are unworkable and fly in the face of proper conservation practice. This is what fisher-
men practise.

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): I move amendment
No. 1:

To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“notes:

the commitment of the Government to the implementation of report of the Seafood
Industry Strategy Review Group, Steering a New Course, for the delivery of a restruc-
tured, sustainable and profitable Irish seafood industry;

the commitment of the Government to seafood development through an investment of
\216 million under the national development plan;

the progress made by the Government in implementing a restructuring of the Irish white-
fish fleet and the payment of \42 million in grants through a programme of decom-
missioning to remove up to 35% of the larger whitefish vessels from the fleet, with
significant consequential benefit to those remaining in the industry;

the ongoing meetings between Government Ministers and the Federation of Irish Fisher-
men and the presentation to the European Commission and the Council of EU Fisheries
Ministers of the concerns of Irish fishermen;

the agreement of EU Fisheries’ Ministers on a new Regulation to combat landings of
illegal, unreported and unregulated fish from within and outside the EU, estimated at a
value of \1.1 billion annually to the European Union;

the undertaking of the EU Fisheries’ Commissioner to examine new scientific infor-
mation in relation to cod stocks in the Celtic Sea and to consider the possibility of a
sustainable increase in access for Irish fishermen to these stocks to alleviate pressure on
incomes of Irish fishermen;

the establishment of a new Irish Seafood Market Initiative, under the chairmanship of
the CEO of Bord lascaigh Mhara, to maximise opportunities in the Irish domestic sea-
food market for the Irish fishing fleet;
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the establishment of a new Irish Fisheries’ Science Research Partnership, under the chair-
manship of the CEO of the Marine Institute, to enhance collaboration and mutual under-
standing on fisheries science priorities which are beneficial to the long-term future of the
Irish fishing industry;

acknowledges:

that the current short-term difficulties experienced by Irish fishermen must be seen
within the context of a Common Fisheries Policy and require to be addressed by a com-
mon EU-funded approach;

and

commends:

the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and the Minister of State with special
responsibilities for fisheries for their efforts to —

secure an EU-funded package of measures to alleviate the concerns of Irish fishermen;

press the EU Commission for an adjustment of the total allowable catch for Celtic Sea
cod;

focus on the need for the early adoption of new conservation measures to reduce the
deliberate discarding of mature fish and juvenile protection measures in the waters
around Ireland; support new initiatives at EU-level to improve labelling of fish and fish
products to assure consumers of their origin and to increase the return received by fisher-
men at the quayside.”

I wish to share my time with the Minister of State, Deputy Trevor Sargent, and Deputies Pat
‘the Cope’ Gallagher and Sean Connick.

I appreciate the opportunity we have this evening to discuss the current issues of importance
to the Irish seafood industry which is facing a particularly challenging time, as all Deputies
present have stated. It also affords me the opportunity to update the House on the most recent
developments at home and in Europe in the seafood sector and the work that my colleague,
the Minister of State with special responsibility for fisheries, Deputy Tony Killeen, and I have
been doing since our appointment and particularly since the Dáil debated this matter last
month.

Central to our work has been the ongoing contact that we have maintained with the Feder-
ation of Irish Fishermen. At last week’s conference on innovation and sustainability in the
seafood sector the Minister of State, Deputy Killeen, took the opportunity once again to discuss
issues raised and review progress. He acknowledged the patience and very reasonable attitude
of fishermen since our meeting in Athlone on 13 June. He recognised that fishermen are
impatient at delays in finding solutions to the current crises. I assure fishermen and the FIF
that the Minister of State and I fully understand their situation and we will continue to work
with the utmost urgency to secure an EU-funded package of measures as early as possible and
to progress the range of other issues identified by the FIF as of particular importance.

Following the Athlone meeting with the Federation, the Minister of State, Deputy Killeen,
and I met EU Fisheries Commissioner, Mr. Joe Borg on 18 June when we outlined in detail to
him the urgent issues facing the Irish fishing industry. At the EU Fisheries Council meeting
last week and following a further meeting with the FIF, I outlined to the Council a strong case
for a package of EU-funded measures to address the current difficulties experienced by fisher-
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men in our country. I was supported by a number of Ministers from other member states in
expressing the view that there was an urgent need for a pan-European approach to resolving
the short and medium-term difficulties.

The introduction of short-term measures to complement the restructuring of the Irish fishing
fleet through the current decommissioning scheme is an important element in addressing the
difficulties now faced by vessel owners and crew. It is our clear view that the Commission
has a responsibility to source additional funding to support the industry during this period of
restructuring and put it on a firm and sustainable footing in the future. We take the view, given
the relatively small share Ireland receives from the Common Fisheries Policy, that Ireland has
a special case for additional funding.

In addition to the specific proposals on short-term measures, the Minister of State, Deputy
Killeen, and I pressed for further initiatives to strengthen the price fishermen receive for their
catch and to reduce the cost of fishing. At the Council we pressed the Commission to examine
new initiatives at EU level to increase the return received by fishermen at the quayside and
improved labelling to assure consumers. We also asked the Commission to bring forward
initiatives on research and innovation in the development of more fuel-efficient engines and
fishing practices.

The situation we face is that, given the large-scale programme of decommissioning that is
under way, as recommended in the Cawley strategy report fon the future of the fishing industry
in Ireland, there is no funding available under the European Fisheries Fund nationally for
temporary tie-up measures as envisaged in the Commission’s paper. For this reason, I pushed
the Commission to provide the necessary additional funds from the EU budget. The Fisheries
Commissioner, Mr. Borg, has undertaken to come back to the next Council meeting on 15 July
with definitive proposals.

The Cawley strategy, Steering A New Course, was launched in January 2007 and represents
an excellent blueprint to transform the industry. The strategy sets out a vision for a sustainable,
profitable and self-reliant industry. The expert analysis set out in that report remains valid
today. We must ensure that we do not lose sight of our agreed goals and that we use this
opportunity to continue to implement the key recommendations. The strategy focused on a
number of key areas, namely, the restructuring of the fishing fleet to bring it into balance with
available resources, a more innovative and co-ordinated approach to the marketing of seafood,
capitalising on its healthy and nutritious image and maximising the value of seafood at every
stage from the sea to the table. The Government has committed to this strategy.

I am pleased that a number of the structural measures outlined in the strategy have already
been successfully implemented. These include the 2008 whitefish decommissioning scheme
which we announced recently with grant aid of \41 million. Approved applicants have until 18
July 2008 to accept the offer and if they do so they must surrender their fishing licences by 12
September 2008. Failure by an applicant to meet these deadlines will result in the next applicant
on a reserve list being offered the opportunity to decommission his or her vessel.

The approval involves 46 boats over 18 metres in length, with a combined capacity of 7,590
gross tonnes, permanently exiting the whitefish fleet over the coming weeks. With an average
size of 165 gross tonnes per vessel, these boats represent 68% of the overall target set for the
scheme and are in addition to the 27 whitefish boats already decommissioned in 2005-06. Over-
all, a total of 33% of the over-18 metre whitefish fleet involving 73 large vessels will have been
decommissioned since 2005. The result of this decommissioning will be a significant boost to
the economics of those boats that remain in the fleet. This economic lift comes from the redistri-
bution of the whitefish and prawn catch previously taken by the vessels being decommissioned
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and is currently estimated at \20 million. Over the next five years this will result in up to \100
million in additional catching opportunities for those boats that remain. Decommissioning is
very beneficial to those owners and skippers who remain in the fleet.

Deputy P. J. Sheehan: What about the crew members?

Deputy Brendan Smith: This round of decommissioning grants is a substantial commitment
to the seafood industry and will help to put the sector on a more sound financial footing,
delivering a sustainable future for Ireland’s fishermen into the future. It will help to bring about
a viable future for the fishing sectors that will support the economies of coastal communities
dependent on fishing.

To meet the challenge of ensuring that the Irish consumer eats more Irish seafood which
would enhance the benefits along the value chain to our catchers and farmers, I have recently
established the new Irish seafood market initiative under the chairmanship of Jason Whooley,
chief executive of BIM. The remit of the initiative will be to maximise opportunities in the
Irish domestic seafood market for the Irish fishing fleet and its objective is to bring together
fishermen, fish farmers, processors, wholesalers, distributors and retailers to ensure they are
supplying the domestic market with as much Irish seafood as possible and to lessen our reliance
on imports.

The Minister of State, Deputy Killeen, has also established a new Irish Fisheries Science
Research Partnership under the chairmanship of Dr. Peter Heffernan, the chief executive of
the Marine Institute, to enable both fishermen and scientists to share vital information. The
experience of sharing and collaborating will help build mutual trust and confidence between
the scientific and catching communities, the benefit of which will I believe be a better shared
understanding of the state of the fish stocks around Ireland. It will, in addition, use the local
knowledge of fishermen.

Given that the use of administrative sanctions has been the consistent subject of debate and
has been an agenda item for fishermen at all their meetings with me, I also wish to address in
some detail the issue of sanction levels in our own national legislation. Fishermen argue that
they are being criminalised by being taken to the Circuit Court for minor offences and that
administrative sanctions should apply for smaller offences instead of prosecution in the Cir-
cuit Court.

In the interest of absolute clarity, it is important to state some facts. Illegal fishing by vessels
of any member state in our waters, which in many cases involves non-declaration of landings
of key commercial stocks or misreporting of them, is not acceptable and must be subject to
dissuasive sanctions. Since 1959, Ireland has applied its criminal law in respect of fisheries
matters and, since becoming a member state of the European Community, Ireland has applied
the criminal law in the enforcement of fisheries policy. The legislation passed by both Houses
in 2006 does not in any way constitute a new approach other than that the maximum penalties
are for the first time graduated and lower maximum penalties are applicable in the case of
smaller vessels. This is the correct approach.

Deputy Michael Creed: There is no change coming.

Deputy Brendan Smith: The levels of sanctions in that Act are lower in many cases than
those provided for under the amended 1959 Act.

Deputy Michael Creed: It is a disgrace.
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Deputy Brendan Smith: The sanctions in place apply equally to Irish, Spanish, French or
other operators found to have infringed the rules.

Deputy John Perry: What is the Commissioner——

Deputy Brendan Smith: The actual sanction applied in each case is a matter for the judge,
taking account of the maximum fine limits set in the legislation. The regime in place is required
to protect fish stocks and the long-term future of coastal communities.

In order to inform these discussions, I asked the Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority for data
on the current level of inspections being undertaken by both the Naval Service and the land-
based inspectorate on fishing activities. The authority has advised that, in 2007, there were
20,639 landings by Irish and non-Irish vessels into Irish ports, of which 8.6% were inspected.
These landings broke down as follows: there were 19,174 landings by Irish vessels, of which
6.7% were inspected, and 1,465 landings by non-Irish vessels, of which 33% were inspected.

Deputy Michael Creed: On a point of order, is the Minister aware that 80% of the fish in
the Irish Sea are taken by non-national boats——

An Ceann Comhairle: That is not a point of order.

Deputy Michael Creed: ——and that 80% of the inspections should therefore by carried out
on non-national boats?

An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy should resume his seat. The Minister is not giving way.

Deputy Brendan Smith: I am pressed for time.

The Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority has also confirmed that not all those responsible for
infringements detected are subject to prosecution in the Circuit Court. The Act provides for
perpetrators of lesser infringements to be prosecuted in the District Court and many cases are
pursued in this way, which is entirely appropriate for such offences. A warning notice is issued
in such cases.

Deputy P. J. Sheehan: Ireland is the only country in the European Union with that
legislation.

An Ceann Comhairle: The Minister without interruption.

Deputy Brendan Smith: Fishermen would prefer a regime of administrative sanctions, as is
the norm on the Continent.

Deputy John Perry: The Commissioner.

Deputy Brendan Smith: The possibility of introducing administrative sanctions was compre-
hensively considered, including examination of the practices in other member states, at the
time of the passage of the Sea Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Bill. The position taken by
the then Minister was based on the legal advice of the Attorney General.

Deputy John Perry: He would not listen.

Deputy Brendan Smith: I listened to the Deputy and ask him to do the same. When the
Minister of State, Deputy Tony Killeen, and I met the Federation of Irish Fishermen, we were
asked, and we committed to asking the Attorney General, to examine the issue further and
to consider whether any new developments could support the introduction of a regime of
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administrative sanctions for fisheries offences in the State. I have since written to the Attorney
General in this regard and await his advice. This issue has been raised constantly by many of
my colleagues.

Deputy P. J. Sheehan: The Minister is at last admitting it was not an EU proposal and that
it was introduced by the Government.

An Ceann Comhairle: The Minister must be allowed to proceed.

Deputy Brendan Smith: The issue has been raised consistently by my party colleagues and I
have asked the Attorney General for further advice thereon.

Minister of State at the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Trevor
Sargent): I support the hard work and efforts of my Department colleagues, the Minister,
Deputy Brendan Smith, and the Minister of State, Deputy Tony Killeen, to find resolutions to
the difficult challenges faced by the fishing industry. As pointed out by the Minister and
Members in Fine Gael, the current circumstances in the fishing industry have been developing
over time. The Irish fishing industry is wholly dependent on the state of the fish stocks in the
Irish zone. The decline in fish stocks has not happened over night. There have been warning
signs for some time and, collectively, we have not paid enough attention or taken adequate
action. Clearly, this is a European issue and action must be taken at the EU Council table. It
is realised across the board, by fellow member states and stakeholders, that many of our fish
stock levels are low and must be rebuilt. Our ambition should be to have our fish stocks at
high levels and in a healthy state so they can sustain our industry and coastal communities. It
will require courageous management and enforcement of conservation measures and quotas at
EU and national levels to rebuild our fish stocks.

The Marine Institute, the competent national authority on fish stocks, has advised on the
current position and the future is worrying. Cod stocks have collapsed in the Irish Sea and west
of Scotland, partly because of fishing and partly due to climate change, as acknowledged by
Deputy McHugh. Irish Sea whiting has declined dramatically since early 2000 and the fishery,
which yielded 15,800 tonnes in 1988, yielded 935 tonnes in 2006. The high-value Irish Sea sole
stock has suffered from five years of poor spawning and the stock is at an all-time low. The
Irish fleet now depends on prawns and we have been very fortunate that this stock appears to
be in good condition and able to sustain current Irish fleet activity. However, having spoken
to fishermen in my constituency from Balbriggan, Skerries and Howth in recent days, I note
there is a trend towards having more and larger vessels fishing in the Irish Sea for prawns. If
this continues, it will certainly be of concern.

The Celtic Sea herring stocking level is likely to be as low as it was in the 1970s, when it
collapsed. There are serious concerns about north-west herring and a rebuilding plan should
be put in place. The position on our key mackerel, horse mackerel and blue whiting stocks is
not as serious as that on herring and whitefish. The status of the horse mackerel stock is
unknown. Blue whiting fishing levels are considered too high to be sustainable.

Deep-water stocks are very different from traditional shallow-water species and are highly
vulnerable to over-exploitation. Scientists consider that the stock is severely depleted, and
deep-water fishing operations have been found to damage very sensitive habitats, for example,
deep-water coral mounds. Scientists consider that shark and ray are in a serious state of decline.

Management plans are urgently required for all sea fisheries. These plans must reduce fishing
pressure, eliminate discarding and rebuild depleted stocks. Across the EU, too many boats are
targeting too few fish. We must reduce fleet capacity by permanently removing boats from the
fleet, reduce fishing effort on stocks and develop long-term management plans for fish stocks
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to rebuild stocks that ought to be present. These are European challenges and we in Ireland
must play our part. Substantial progress in delivering a better balance between our fleet and
available fishing opportunities will be achieved with the full implementation of the current
decommissioning scheme, which has funding in the order of \42 million.

Let me address a specific issue on sea bass which has been raised by the industry. In Ireland
we have a ban on the landing of sea bass caught by trawlers and a restriction on the number
of sea bass that anglers may retain each day. The industry has raised this issue with the Minister,
Deputy Brendan Smith, and the Minister of State, Deputy Tony Killeen, and pointed out that
commercial fishing of sea bass is allowed in other member states, including France and the
United Kingdom. It has also pointed out that sea bass is a by-catch in many fisheries and
fishermen are required under our own national laws to discard all fish caught unintentionally.
Industry representatives asked the Minister and Minister of State to consider revising the cur-
rent arrangements to allow for a by-catch quota for commercial trawlers. The Minister and
Minister of State asked the Marine Institute for scientific advice and this has just been received.
The institute advises that the total size of the stock frequenting waters around Ireland is
unknown, but is likely to be quite small, with a maximum estimate of 100 tonnes. It advises
that, despite warming seas around our coasts, the species remains at the northern limit of its
range. The institute advises that “there is currently no prospect of a sustainable commercial
fishery for sea bass”. The Minister advises me he will discuss this scientific advice with his
colleague, the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, Deputy Eamon
Ryan, who has responsibility for angling and has a significant interest in this issue from a sea-
angling perspective.

As Minister of State with responsibility for food, I see great potential in the seafood sector,
provided we address now the structural challenges to which I referred. Consumers are
developing a greater understanding of the range of fish on offer and are increasingly becoming
aware of the nutritional benefits of eating seafood. It seems we are constantly receiving the
positive message about the benefits of Omega 3 oils, and particularly the benefits of eating oil-
rich fish. It is against this positive backdrop that the Irish seafood industry operates.

The Government is firmly committed to the development of our seafood industry and, as one
may know, it is a key element of the National Development Plan 2007-2013. The Government is
committed to investing over \500 million in the marine sector, from coastal infrastructure to
marine research and seafood development. Of this sum, up to \334 million has been identified
for investment in delivering the seafood element of the strategy.

8 o’clock

I wish to support all the efforts of my colleagues, the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food, Deputy Smith, and the Minister of State at the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food, Deputy Killeen, in working to find solutions to the range of concerns identified by

fishermen and, in particular, in taking decisive action to address the structural
imbalance between fish stocks and the Irish fleet. I also am heartened by the
commitment and dedication of all stakeholders in developing and promoting fish

in the Irish market place in which there are excellent opportunities for the future of this
indigenous, renewal, natural resource based industry.

Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher: I welcome the opportunity to participate in this debate. I
have been in the House for a long time and this may be the first occasion on which fisheries
issues have been dealt with by way of Private Members’ business. This is an indication of the
seriousness of the position. Over many years since 1973, and since 1983 in particular, difficulties
have been experienced on a continual basis. While they have been overcome, the price of fuel
now has tilted the balance.
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I compliment both the Minister, Deputy Brendan Smith, and the Minister of State, Deputy
Tony Killeen, on their initiative in travelling to a meeting in Strasbourg after their marathon
meeting with the representatives of the industry in Athlone but in advance of the recent Fisher-
ies Council meeting. I understand a package of measures will be presented by Commissioner
Borg to the fisheries Ministers on 15 July, which may alleviate some short-term pressing issues.
I seek the rapid implementation of such short-term measures as unless the Commission
approves them, a very serious situation will confront us. I am hopeful in this regard and have
confidence in both Ministers, who have had a handle on an extremely difficult brief from an
early stage and who understand the issues and problems confronting them. A package of
measures should be approved by the Commission for Ireland in particular, although I realise
the Commission must deal with all of Europe. These issues affect all member states across the
European Union.

Were a package of measures to be agreed, everyone, including the Ministers above all, would
want them to be financed by the European Commission. However, if co-funding from the
member states is required, such funding must be provided.

Deputy John Perry: Hear, hear.

Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher: While European issues can be dealt with, I also believe
that national and domestic issues, which can be cost-neutral, can be dealt with at an early stage.
While I made clear my views on administrative sanctions when I served in the Department of
Communications, Marine and Natural Resources with responsibility for that sector, I did not
have sufficient support to introduce administrative sanctions rather than penalties——

Deputy John Perry: I know that.

Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher: ——that penalise fishermen for minor offences. I believe
both Ministers responsible must be given an opportunity to consider this possibility. Members
will work with them and will co-operate with them.

Deputy John Perry: I thank the Deputy for putting that on record.

Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher: This is not a matter that requires European sanction. It is
supported throughout the European Union and if this can be done, it would constitute an
important step forward.

In addition, I am pleased a meeting was held recently between the Sea-Fisheries Protection
Authority and the industry representatives. This meeting was important because there had
been a wide gulf between the authority and the fishermen. I am pleased the authority sub-
sequently issued a statement seeking a new, fresh start. Neither the authority nor the fishermen
seek confrontation as participation and co-operation are sought. I do not believe it is necessary
to engage in chasing fishermen for minor, petty offences. The individuals who should be chased
are those who are taking 80% of the fish from our most prolific fishing grounds.

The European Union has been good to Ireland and I am a great supporter of both the Union
and the Lisbon treaty. Unfortunately however, the price paid by the fishermen was too great.
I do not criticise the negotiators because at that time, they did not foresee the developments
that would take place. Those who state that voting “No” means Ireland can re-negotiate all
those issues should be aware this is not possible. We have been dealt a hand of cards and
everyone wishes the Minister and the Minister of State well in their endeavours in Europe. I
ask them to consider closely a fisheries Bill with a view to introducing administrative sanctions.
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Deputy John Perry: I compliment Deputy Gallagher on his comments. They were highly
supportive and were greatly appreciated. I hope Deputy Gallagher’s colleagues in government
were listening to him.

Deputy Johnny Brady: The Deputy should not play politics with the issue.

Deputy Seán Connick: I also am delighted to have an opportunity to contribute to the debate.

An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy can praise him afterwards.

Deputy Seán Connick: It is good that the fishing industry has been the highlight of Members’
attention during statements in the House a fortnight ago and again tonight under Private
Members’ business. As I come from County Wexford, I am acutely aware of the crisis and the
difficulties faced by fishermen in Ireland at present. I have been left in no doubt regarding the
dire crisis they face. Some time ago, I put on the record of the House my attendance at a
meeting in Kilmore Quay on 19 May. The fishermen and women involved had their backs
against the wall. They did not wish to be obliged to drive around the country to attend long
meetings; they simply wished to fish and to earn a living.

I was presented with a document that night called, Death of an Industry: Death of a Com-
munity. It raised five issues on which I have been working to try to tackle. The first is the price
of fuel. As Members are aware, it has increased by 40% since January and by more than 300%
in recent years. Moreover, the Common Fisheries Policy must be readjusted and legislation
must be repealed in respect of making criminals out of fishermen. In addition, there is a need
to discuss the over-policing by the Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority and what will happen to
the fishing crews after the decommissioning of the boats.

I acknowledge the great efforts made by the Minister, Deputy Smith, and the Minister of
State, Deputy Killeen, as well as the officials, who have worked extremely hard to try to address
the many difficulties facing the industry. They have held a series of meetings with both the
Federation of Irish Fishermen and in Europe with Commissioner Borg. I look forward to and
hope for a successful outcome on 15 July when they return to Europe to secure a rescue
package that will be suitable and helpful to all fishermen.

At present, the fishing industry is experiencing what can only be described as the perfect
storm. I refer to high fuel prices, falling prices for the catch, dumping of huge quantities of fish
from outside the EU, a quota that is too small and, as noted earlier, over-zealous enforcement.
Coastal communities are being hit extremely hard by all of the above, as well as by rising
interest rates. Lives are being put at risk to survive and perhaps chances are being taken and
people go to sea when they should not. However, this arises as a result of the enormous
pressure under which people and families find themselves.

The Government is committed to implementing the Cawley strategy. Funding of \216 million
has been committed to the fisheries sector under the national development plan and a further
\118 million is due over the lifetime of the programme. Last week, the first offers under the
decommissioning scheme were made, 50% of which will be paid in the autumn with the balance
to be paid in January. This scheme will help to balance the fleet with the remaining resources
fishermen must seek out. As for the issue of administrative sanctions, I welcome the request
by the Minister to the Attorney General to reconsider a regime of administrative sanctions and
to examine their introduction.

As for discards, as I have stated previously, they should be kept and logged. It is a shame
that fish that already are dead are discarded into the sea and I seek resolution of this issue as
soon as possible. I also welcome the recent statement by the Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority
and I was delighted that representatives of the Federation of Irish Fishermen and the Sea-
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Fisheries Protection Authority have met. In respect of the issue of increased quota from the
Celtic Sea, a response is awaited from the Commission in respect of Ireland’s scientific infor-
mation. I would welcome the increase in quota from the Celtic Sea as sought by Ireland and it
is to be hoped it will be successful in this regard.

Ireland has sought financial aid for the fisheries sector from the EU. This undoubtedly is an
EU-wide crisis and the Common Fisheries Policy must deal with it. It also constitutes a good
test of the EU itself because all its coastal member states face difficulties. They should work
together as they face many common difficulties. On the issue of illegal, unreported and unregu-
lated fishing, 500,000 tones constitutes almost \1.1 billion of illegal fishery products that are
being dumped into the EU at present. This matter must be addressed and I welcome the
Minister’s efforts to tackle it. I also welcome the new seafood market initiative and the Irish
fisheries and science research partnership. They should be put to work straight away.

While in opposition, it sometimes can be easy to criticise. This Government is committed to
protecting the Irish fishing industry. Huge effort has been made in the past six weeks by both
Ministers, and by backbenchers like myself who have constantly raised this issue with our
colleagues. We hope 15 July will bring the assistance that is required. I am committed to
working for the fishermen of Kilmore, Duncannon, Fethard-on-Sea and those throughout
Ireland to ensure we have a successful and worthwhile fishing industry.

Deputy Joanna Tuffy: I wish to share time with Deputies Ferris and Broughan.

An Ceann Comhairle: Is that agreed? Agreed.

Deputy Joanna Tuffy: I support the Fine Gael motion. The fishing industry contributes sig-
nificantly to our economy. As the Cawley report states, it is a vital indigenous industry that
directly employs approximately 12,000 people, with total annual revenues of approximately
\702 million.

Fishing makes an extremely important contribution to our coastal communities and thereby
our country. We are an island nation with approximately 7,400 km of coastline, which is
approximately 10% of the coastline of the European Union. Our major cities are all located at
the coast. If major coastal urban centres are included, Ireland’s coastal population would be
50% for the whole of Ireland. A total of 34% of Ireland’s population lives within 5 km of
the coast.

The Cawley report states that fishing makes an enormous contribution to the regional and
local development of remote rural coastal communities. The report outlines that the waters
around Ireland contain some of the most productive fishing grounds in the European Union.
It is estimated that in 2004, the total catch by all fleets within the Irish economic zone was
700,000 tonnes of fish valued at \500 million, the greater proportion of which was taken by
non-Irish vessels.

Fishing is an industry that faces challenges. That was the reason behind the Cawley report.
As other speakers mentioned, the issues to be dealt with include depleted stocks of fish, marine
and coastal pollution and competing development pressures for ocean and coastal space. Future
challenges include climate change, one impact of which will be the loss of fishing days because
of increased numbers of storms. There is also the challenge of dealing with EU regulations and
the need for our fishing and aquaculture industries to compete.

I recently read the book by Damien Tiernan, Souls of the Sea, which is about the loss of the
Pere Charles and the Honeydew II. Despite the conditions those boats went out because they
had no option but to do so. In The Irish Times recently, Lorna Siggins wrote about the inquiries
into the causes of these incidents and said they were at various stages. She stated: “but there
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is one common thread — the best safety equipment in the world is of limited benefit when
skippers and owners coping with shrinking quotas and expanding fuel bills are under pressure
from an unworkable Common Fisheries Policy and the banks”. She also stated: “Several studies
suggested the true impact of the crisis was being concealed by a steady flight by crews to the
construction industry”. That is important in terms of the future of the industry.

The Labour Party marine spokesperson, Senator Michael McCarthy, highlighted a number
of issues brought to his attention by fishermen, one of which is the fact that the Government
committed \42 million recently for the decommissioning of boats over 18 feet when the Cawley
report had called for \62 million. There is no funding for decommissioning of boats under 18
feet, which means that small fishermen have been forgotten by the Government. Boats under
18 feet are generally older and their owners are an older age group. It is logical that those
fishermen would be more willing to retire but, unfortunately, decommissioning is not an option
open to them.

As other speakers said, the dumping of fish is a major issue. Senator Michael McCarthy, as
marine spokesperson, has highlighted the fact that there are more sea fishery protection officers
in Ireland than in all of Spain. We have approximately 100 sea fishery protection officers yet
there is no comparison between the size of the Spanish and the Irish fleets. As speakers from
all sides of the House have highlighted, Irish fishermen can be prosecuted in courts and face
jail terms for minor offences, and there is no facility currently for administrative fines.

On the issue of enforcement, Senator Michael McCarthy got an e-mail from the wife of a
fishermen in which she outlined the impact of the inspection regime on her husband. She said
her husband had a completely clear record and that in ten years he had never been cautioned,
never mind committed an offence, yet he and all the other boats were being subjected to 100%
inspection on arrival in port and had to endure that while being laughed at by fishermen from
other countries like France and Spain, where virtually no inspections are being carried out. She
said these inspections take hours and have led to her children going to bed and school very
upset because the boat is in, having been at sea for up to three weeks, but their father has not
been able to come home to them. That is an indication of the huge impact of the regime on
the families as well as the fishermen themselves.

The Cawley report is the framework document for meeting the challenges faced by the
fishing industry. It was published in December 2006 and sets out clearly the steps that need to
be taken to address the issues for the fishing industry. As Members are aware, the recom-
mendations range from developing markets for aquaculture projects, protecting the marine and
coastal environment and, as highlighted in the motion, discarded fish and unsafe equipment,
all of which are covered in the Cawley report.

As the motion points out, however, the progress of implementation of the report has been
slow. In that regard, I tabled a parliamentary question on 18 June in which I asked for a report
on the recommendations of the Cawley report implemented to date, the recommendations that
have been partly implemented, the recommendations that have not been implemented and so
on in tabular form. The reply from the Minister outlines all the recommendations in tabular
form as I requested but, interestingly, the “Implemented” column is blank. None of the recom-
mendations of the Cawley report has been entirely implemented. The report was published in
2006. The Government does not accept the significance of the fishing industry to our economy
and the importance of the portfolio of the marine, which is another issue that has been high-
lighted by my colleague, Senator Michael McCarthy.

In 1987, the Government showed great commitment to the marine by setting up a Depart-
ment of the Marine but, unfortunately, successive Fianna Fáil Governments have rowed back
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on that commitment and slowly but surely sidelined the Department. Currently, the marine
and coastal responsibilities are spread over six Departments — Agriculture, Fisheries and Food;
Communications, Energy and Natural Resources; Environment, Heritage and Local Govern-
ment; Transport; Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs; and Arts, Sport and Tourism. All
those Departments are involved in the area to some extent.

I put down another parliamentary question recently asking if there was any inter-
departmental unit, group or committee to oversee the co-ordination of the marine responsibil-
ities and it appears there is not. There is a fragmentation of the responsibility. A recommend-
ation in the Cawley report was that the co-ordination of the marine and coastal responsibilities
should be spearheaded by what was then the Department of Communications, Marine and
Natural Resources. The report was critical of the negative impact of the under-resourced
marine Department at the time but matters have got worse. It is at odds with European Union
policy and policy in Canada, the United Kingdom and so on.

In that regard, the first ever EU Commissioner for Fisheries and Maritime Affairs was
recently appointed. Canada is bringing in an ocean Act but there is none of that type of co-
ordination here. Labour is calling for the immediate establishment of an interdepartmental
committee to co-ordinate coastal and marine responsibility at Government and State agency
level because that is the type of thing that was sought by the Cawley report, and no doubt it is
necessary. There should be a single framework for the management of marine and coastal
responsibility and, obviously, an integrated and cross-sectoral approach. There should be full
implementation and proper funding for the implementation of the Cawley report.

An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy’s time has expired.

Deputy Joanna Tuffy: Ultimately, there should without question be a single department of
the marine. That was the approach we were going back to in 1987, but then the Government
reversed it and now it is all over the place. We are an island nation. The fishing industry is
extremely important. We need to give the fishing industry and maritime affairs the importance
they deserve.

Deputy Martin Ferris: I thank Labour for the time allocated.

Earlier today I attempted to table a further amendment to the Government’s amendment
and the Fine Gael motion but, regrettably, it was not allowed. For the record, I want to read
it into the record of the House. It stated:

Calls on the Government to:

— demand a complete re-negotiation of the Common Fisheries Policy as it affects the
Irish fisheries, Irish stock management and the allocation of quota to Irish fishermen;

— reclaim jurisdiction over Irish territorial waters and the Irish fisheries;

— amend the Criminal Justice Act and the Sea Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act
to remove criminal sanctions against fishermen and replace them with administrative
penalties;

— bring an end to the dumping at sea of dead fish;

— address as a matter of urgency the crisis brought about by fuel price increases;

— tackle the illegal fishing by foreign vessels in Irish waters;
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— introduce a labelling system to identify the country of origin of all fish and fish prod-
ucts sold here;

— encourage the development and growth of the processing sector.

The reason I tabled my amendment is because neither the original motion nor the Govern-
ment’s amendment, for all their good intentions, address the basis and core problems facing
Irish fishermen fundamental to which is the Common Fisheries Policy which has been the
bedrock of the disastrous mismanagement of the Irish fishery since this State joined the EU.
Unless and until the Government reverses the shameful sell out made at that time, we will
be merely tinkering around and allowing Brussels engineer and effectively liquidate the Irish
fishing sector.

There seems to be little political will here to demand a radical overhaul of the Common
Fisheries Policy. In a reply to one of my questions today the Minister claims that many of
Ireland’s priorities have been delivered on during the ten yearly reviews but admits this State
has received no support with regard to addressing the fundamental issue of quota.

Indeed, the overall impression is of this State constantly having to fight a rear-guard action
to preserve whatever crumbs have been thrown our way. That in itself is reason enough, as
one of the significant stakeholders in the sector, to demand that the policy be reformed in such
a way as to ensure the interests of Irish fishermen are protected and enhanced.

It is significant that at the same time as this State was negotiating entry to the EU so was
Norway. The Common Fisheries Policy was drawn up during the talks as a means of allowing
“equal access” to British and Irish waters for the fishing fleets of the then six member states
of Italy, France, Germany, Belgium, Holland and Luxembourg. Sensibly, the Norwegians
decided that such a sacrifice of a national asset was not worth it as they still had a thriving
fishing sector, and without doubt they have developed that sector.

The harm done by the Common Fisheries Policy is generally recognised. In 2002 the review
group which reported to the Forum on Europe referred to the “inequalities and injustices”
inherent in the Common Fisheries Policy. Perhaps it best summed up the situation when it
declared that “Ireland has only a small piece of its own cake”. Just how small is illustrated by
the fact that even though we have 16% of EU fishing waters, we have only 4% of the quota.
Even that fails to adequately illustrate how badly done by we are, as the Irish fishery is the
most lucrative in the EU with 40% of edible fish consumed in the EU caught in Irish waters.

As I referred to in my statement two weeks ago, the 2004 estimate of the catch by the Irish
fleet in waters around our coast was that it amounted to 15% of the total catch. Within the
area under EU jurisdiction it was only 28%. In the same year it was estimated by the Marine
Institute that the value of the catch in surrounding waters was \800 million of which \460
million was taken in the EU zone.

I also referred to EUROSTAT statistics which place the accumulated processed value of fish
taken in Irish waters between 1974 and 2004 at approximately \200 billion, five times the value
of the total transfer funds we received from the EU, mainly in CAP and Structural Funds over
that period. In the closing eight or nine weeks of the campaign on Lisbon, we listened to those
stating how grateful we should be to Europe, how thankful we should be for what they have
done for us. They got five times the value back out of Irish fishing waters compared to what
we received in Structural Funds from the EU. Those are the facts.

Had our fisheries been properly managed and developed under domestic control they might
have become a valuable resource that could have played a vital role in the economic develop-
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ment of the country. Instead, the Irish fishery was squandered and is at present in mortal
danger, not only due to current pressures such as those brought about by the steep increase in
fuel prices, but by the overall trust of EU policy which many believe, with justification, is
deliberately designed to reduce the Irish fishing sector to insignificance.

I take exception to the fact that people welcome decommissioning. It is a shame that Irish
fishermen, who may be the second or third generation, are being forced out of the sector. It is
nothing of which to be proud. It is a shame to say we got \42 million to compensate people
for their livelihoods, and for their fathers’ and grandfathers’ livelihoods. It is a significant
indictment on this State to come to such a point that decent honest hardworking men and
women are being forced out of the sector.

Deputy P. J. Sheehan: And no talk about the crew and the crew hands.

Deputy Martin Ferris: What is worse is that the intent of Brussels is being reinforced here
by the actions of the State and its enforcement authorities, as is illustrated by the manner in
which the sector is policed and by recent legislative changes to both the Criminal Justice Act
and the Sea Fisheries Act which, in effect, criminalise fishermen in a manner not applied to
any other economic sector. I stood here when the then Minister for Justice, Equality and Law
Reform, Deputy Michael McDowell, referred to anybody who was caught with a small bit over
quota or who had any conviction as a result of fisheries as traitors. The sell-out of the fishing
sector when Ireland entered the EU was treason.

Deputy P. J. Sheehan: Hear, hear.

Deputy Martin Ferris: That sell-out was the treason, not the actions of the poor man who
comes in with a by-catch on his boat who is brought before the courts for it.

The Minister made reference to the fact that for lesser offences one goes before the District
Court. He misses the point. The point is that once somebody goes before the court, be it the
Circuit Court of District Court, and has a criminal conviction, the knock-on effects include that
he would be unable to get a visa to go to the United States for a holiday or to see a family.
That is the reality.

The fact is that a measure to criminalise a sector was brought through this House, although
many of us fought it tooth and nail. Would it happen where, for example, a farmer exceeds his
milk quota? Such a person would not be brought before the courts, but a fisherman will be
brought before the court if he comes in with one box of fish over the quota. What is being
done here is a disgrace.

I appeal to the Minister to deal with the criminalising of the fisherman, to take that stigma
away from a great sector of our community, to bring in administrative sanctions for lesser
offences and to give the men and women of our coastal communities justice. These people
should not be stigmatised, criminalised or driven out of the sector completely, which is what
has happened.

Another area to which I refer is the need to tackle illegal fishing. I am against illegal fishing.
Illegal fishing has been estimated to be as much as one third the value of the entire legal catch
in Irish waters, but that could be a gross under estimate. That is being taken primarily by
foreign vessels coming into Irish waters and taking the stocks.

The Minister made reference to the searches and landings.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: The Deputy has one minute remaining.
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Deputy Martin Ferris: He stated that 6.7% of Irish landings were inspected, while 33% of
the non-Irish landings were inspected. That is a total distortion. A large percentage of the non-
Irish vessels are landing outside of this State, while almost 100% of Irish vessels are landing
here. That is a distortion and it is misleading and should not have been in the Minister’s speech
because it does not bear out the reality.

I attended a meeting yesterday in Athlone. It was an honour to be there, but it was also
depressing to see genuine men and women congregating and giving up a day’s work, possibly
two if they had far to travel to attend, to try to get justice. They were trying to lobby every
elected representative and political party in order to do so. I applaud them on how reasonable
they have been to date. They have given us every opportunity to resolve matters. To do so we
have to return to the European Union to tackle the Common Fisheries Policy to get justice
and assume jurisdiction and sovereignty over our own waters.

Debate adjourned.

Intoxicating Liquor Bill 2008: Second Stage (Resumed).

Question again proposed: “That the Bill be now read a Second Time.”

Deputy David Stanton: I spoke earlier about two issues: under-age drinking and the abuse
of alcohol by people over 18 years of age. The alcohol advisory group has proposed many
recommendations. It asks for an overall government policy, which I support. Perhaps during
the summer the Government and all Departments might produce such a policy before the next
piece of legislation is presented.

I encourage the imposition of a levy on bottles and cans to encourage recycling. This would
be useful. I agree with outlawing the sale of alcohol at cut prices and as a loss leader. The
association between alcohol and sport must be broken, especially in the advertising sector. I
call on sports bodies to take a responsible view on the matter. The culture begins when people
under the age of 18 years are brought into pavilions, bars and clubs for the cup to be filled.
We need to step back from this. In my area some clubs have gone to restaurants rather than
bars, which I applaud. I encourage more clubs and associations to do likewise.

We must examine the matter of non-alcoholic beers and try to encourage a pricing structure
which would make them more attractive. The same applies to soft drinks which are very expens-
ive too.

We need to see a greater presence of gardaı́ on the streets to combat public disorder. Stag-
gered closing times for pubs must be explored and encouraged. The alcohol advisory group has
done much work in this regard.

I am concerned that many young people have no place in which to socialise. They go to
shopping centres but are hunted away. We need youth cafés, youth centres and a proper youth
service. I taught for many years in a second level school and know that schools can only do so
much. There may be programmes in schools, but they only go so far. We need to have pro-
fessional youth services available.

Deputy John Perry: I broadly welcome the objectives of the Bill in seeking to tackle the
growing problem of excessive alcohol consumption. Excessive alcohol consumption and binge
drinking by young people place a huge strain on public health resources and exacerbate the
problems of anti-social behaviour and criminal activity. The Bill does not tackle the cultural
problem that Ireland has with alcohol consumption. If we were serious about curbing excessive
consumption, we would be discussing the banning of all relevant advertising, especially adver-
tisements associated with sports such as Gaelic games, rugby, horse racing and many others
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which facilitate alcohol advertisements. This advertising plays a critical role in the glamorisation
of alcohol. If we were serious about curbing excessive consumption, we would also deal decis-
ively with the below cost selling of alcohol, especially the campaigns to promote the sale of
spirits. We would consider a prohibition of the use of alcohol purchases as a means of increasing
bonus or loyalty points, a significant issue when one examines the growth of under-cost selling
by supermarkets. I have a vested interest in this issue as I work in the retail trade. I know the
difficulties in the promotion by all retail chains of the sale of alcohol.

If we were serious about curbing excessive consumption, we would discuss the need for
health warnings on all alcohol containers. Deputy Stanton referred to the Office of Tobacco
Control. There should be a corresponding body to deal with the problem of excessive alcohol
consumption. Measures restricting the sale of cigarettes and health warnings on packets have
proved very effective. If we were serious about curbing excessive consumption, we would also
consider the feasibility of providing for traceability to the retail outlet of all alcohol containers
sold, which would be possible with the available technology. It would be feasible to use bar
codes and so on for this purpose.

We are not considering such measures because the Government is not interested in taking
decisive action on this important issue. Within the very limited terms of the Bill some of the
proposals are disproportionate and unworkable. The Bill does not address the issue of manda-
tory identification cards for persons under the age of 21 years. The Garda has invested heavily
in state-of-the-art forgery proof identification cards, but there has been a very low take up
because it is not mandatory to have such a card.

Section 8 of the Bill states mixed trading retailers will have to construct a separate area for
the display and sale of alcohol. Small shops that cannot make such a structural alteration will
have to place all alcohol behind the counter. Retailers will face serious problems in complying
with this provision. Prohibitive costs will be incurred in building a separate area and the erec-
tion of new shelving. There will also be problems with planning and health and safety issues.
All this assumes a retailer will have sufficient space available for the construction of such an
area, but many retailers do not. Such an area will have to be separately manned, increasing
staffing levels, which may outweigh the issue of viability for many small independent retailers.

With regard to the sale of wine, 12 bottles of wine represents the sale of one bottle of Powers
whiskey, a ratio of 12 to one. This has changed considerably in recent years. Consumption of
wine is not common among young people. I operate an off-licence and know only too well that
there is no excessive alcohol abuse in the consumption of wine. This happens at a different
level with the abuse of spirits, or at least the level of abuse would be considerably smaller in
the case of wine consumption. If the proposal allows for an open retail outlet, prohibiting the
sale of wine behind a counter is a draconian measure.

The consequence of these provisions will be that family-owned village mixed-trading retail
premises, including shops in small towns, will be forced out of business because only the largest
retail chains will be able to afford to meet the new requirements for selling alcohol. I am
concerned about the Government’s policies for rural Ireland. It has launched a process of
unpicking the fabric of rural and coastal communities stitch by stitch, post office by post office,
house by house, through the serial introduction of regulations and restrictions that impact most
heavily on such communities. In this case the regulation will affect family-owned village mixed-
trading retail premises which are the backbone of small town and villages. Sadly, the Govern-
ment appears to be more interested in ending rural heritage and traditions than in striving to
keep them alive. I will maintain pressure on it to have our rich rural heritage recognised and
protected by legislation, rather than threatened by it.
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[Deputy John Perry.]

The Bill completely ignores the Border factor. In Border regions persons under the age of
21 years can freely travel to off-licences and retail outlets in Northern Ireland to purchase
alcohol. Such a scenario will completely dilute the objectives of the Bill in such regions. While
the overall objectives of the Bill are to be welcomed, we cannot have a situation where persons
under the age of 21 years will be prohibited from purchasing alcohol in retail and off-licence
premises in this jurisdiction, while they can travel a few short miles across the Border and
freely purchase alcohol in similar outlets. They will claim they are only doing what the Tánaiste,
Deputy Coughlan, recently advised shoppers to do if they wished to avoid being ripped off by
the major retail food chains. The Government advises shoppers that if they wish to avoid being
ripped off by major retail or food chains, to shop in the North. That was the Tánaiste’s argu-
ment on the stacked up costs to retailers, as well as taxation. All she could indicate on local
radio was that we should shop in the North. It is an indictment of the inability of this Govern-
ment to deal with the stacked up costs of doing business in this country. It is a facade of pro-
tectionism.

Deputy P. J. Sheehan: I thank Deputy Stanton for allowing me time to say a few words on
this very interesting proposed legislation. I dislike the move to annihilate the small shopkeepers
and put them out of business by imposing an additional burden on already overburdened
businessmen and women.

The Minister is using a sledgehammer to crack a nut in this case by imposing section 7 of
this Intoxicating Liquor Bill 2008. The section is a technical proposal which gives jurisdiction
for granting the certificate for a wine retailer’s off-licence to the District Court and provides
for the giving of advanced notice of applications for such licences.

The Government alcohol advisory group established by the former Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform in January 2008 must be scraping the bottom of the barrel to find
measures to combat shortcomings in the licensed trade. Why was there no debate in this House
on its proposals before bringing this Bill to the House?

The group compared the corner shop operator with the giant multinational supermarkets
and garages which have the privilege of having a spirit and beer retailer’s off-licence, and which
can buy in bulk. The convenience or corner shop can only purchase a couple of dozen bottles
of red and white wine under an existing wine licence. Why impose extra expense on an unfortu-
nate shopkeeper in making him or her apply to the District Court for a certificate, and then to
the Revenue Commissioners for a wine licence? The shopkeeper must then compete with the
giant superstores, which can offer up to 50% off the price of such bottles of wine or offer two
bottles of wine for the price of one.

If that was not bad enough, the Minister is again using a sledgehammer to drive the last nail
into the coffin of the corner shop in the very next section. Section 8 provides for the structural
separation of alcohol products from other products in premises engaged in mixed trading, such
as convenience stores, small supermarkets and petrol stations. Alcohol is to be displayed and
sold in separate areas of the premises, in which access is controlled. In a fair-sized shop that
cannot expand any further, there would be no room to put alcohol behind the counter. There
may only be a few feet for a checkout desk, so how can the Minister be so cruel as to impose
that section? The Minister should allow sanity to prevail and exempt convenience stores and
shops under a certain square footage from section 8.

Taxpayers’ money is being used as propaganda. For years the Government has spent public
moneys trying to curtail the consumption of alcohol and tobacco. The money has been wasted
and has not led to a reduction of one iota in the consumption of alcohol and tobacco. The most
recent survey has shown an increase in tobacco consumption. Such advertising is propaganda,
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as it has allowed the Government to remove resistance to even more restrictive legislation on
every occasion it wants. What would the Supreme Court rule if a case similar to the McKenna
case was put before it? In the McKenna judgment the Supreme Court restricted the Govern-
ment from using public money to advocate its own case in referendums?

The present advertisement from one State agency states a person can never drink and drive.
I know of no law allowing for a zero level of alcohol. Is this not another example of propaganda
softening up public opinion before lowering the limit from 80 mg/100ml to 50 mg/100ml?

Before he facilitates the passage of this legislation, I ask the Minister, in his wisdom, not to
impose sections 7 and 8 which use a sledgehammer to crack a nut.

Minister of State at the Department of Finance (Deputy Martin Mansergh): I wish to share
time with Deputy Noel O’Flynn. I mentioned to my wife a few minutes ago I would be home
late because I would be discussing the Intoxicating Liquor Bill. She told me to have fun but I
assured her it would be a dry debate.

Deputy David Stanton: Oh dear.

Deputy P. J. Sheehan: It will be drier if the Bill is put into practice.

Deputy Martin Mansergh: This is a very important Bill but it should, like some alcoholic
drinks, be allowed to mature. We receive representations about social disorder, particularly as
it occurs late at night on streets, in estates and in waste areas. There are complaints of intimi-
dation, harassment and sometimes violence. There is a broader issue than just the commercial
interests from which we have received representations, important as they are.

In the past, excessive drinking has caused financial difficulties. This may also happen in the
future. The report of the Government alcohol advisory group, on which this legislation is based,
draws attention to the high level of alcohol consumption in this country. One must worry about
the long-term health effects, especially of young people engaging in binge drinking because
money is so freely available.

There is a need for other activities to be available, such as sporting activities, entertainment
and youth services.

Deputy David Stanton: Hear, hear.

Deputy Martin Mansergh: Public policy is to encourage and build on those.

Deputy David Stanton: No.

Deputy Martin Mansergh: At the same time it must be said that moderate social alcohol
consumption enhances the quality of life, whether it is at home or in a pub. In some instances
alcohol consumption can even be good for health.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: That is an enlightened attitude.

Deputy Martin Mansergh: When my brother was born in the Rotunda in 1941, the habit was
to give nursing mothers a pint of Guinness.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: A great idea.

Deputy P. J. Sheehan: A glass of wine is good too.
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Deputy Martin Mansergh: Being able to get alcohol and other things until quite late in the
evening is one of the amenities of modern life. We should not adopt over-puritanical zeal. I
am reminded of Sir Toby Belch’s retort to Malvolio in “Twelfth Night”, “Dost thou think,
because thou art virtuous, there shall be no more cakes and ale?” On the other hand, we should
not encourage uncontrolled consumption and misbehaviour.

As I said at the beginning, legislative proposals of this type are capable of fine tuning. The
Minister correctly conceded on the issue of early opening for which a persuasive case was
made, although only where it now exists.

Deputy P. J. Sheehan: He should now concede on sections 7 and 8.

Deputy Martin Mansergh: Most if not all public representatives have received detailed rep-
resentations from the retail trade, focused on the practicalities of some of the proposed regu-
lations. I am glad the Minister has indicated that detailed discussions and negotiations are
taking place on a voluntary code of practice, independently monitored and enforced. If
achieved, such a code will be a welcome and constructive measure.

It is correct to have some measures to prevent a proliferation of off-licences in particular
places. I am also pleased to note the introduction of the time limits of 10.30 a.m. and 12.30
a.m. on Sundays. I was never sure of the reason these limits were removed. It is important the
Garda has the ability to act, in the case of a group which is causing a disturbance, for instance,
in an area of waste ground, to confiscate drink where a nuisance is being caused. I would not
quarrel with the covert measures to deal with the sale of alcohol to persons under age.

As Minister of State with responsibility for the arts, I am impressed by the number of theatres
in Dublin when looked at from a licensing point of view. One would never know from advertise-
ments in the arts pages that there were so many theatres. For this reason, I understand the
reason this issue is being addressed.

The cost of soft drinks on licensed premises, while outside the remit of the Bill, was referred
to by Deputy Stanton and in the report of the alcohol advisory group. Soft drinks in premises
cost at least as much as a pint. I accept, however, that pubs have overheads and other costs
and these items may not be as cheap as they would be over the counter in a shop.

The broader issue of social drinking, particularly in the countryside, was also adverted to.
Essentially, this is not a problem in the cities where taxis and public transport are available.
However, an issue arises in rural areas. While the law must be the same for everyone, just as
tax inspectors will focus on profiles for tax evaders rather than going after every ordinary
PAYE taxpayer, so the Garda should concentrate on areas where the problem is greatest.
Nevertheless, I would not object to the Government or public health agencies advertising the
ideal because I believe it is preferable not to drink if one wishes to drive. That is not to say
the limit will be lowered to zero or some impractical level but there is never any harm in
holding the ideal before people.

Deputy Noel O’Flynn: I welcome the Minister’s decision to heed his party colleagues and
Members from other parties on proposals regarding early morning licences, of which there are
three in Cork. The three premises in question, the Welcome Inn, The Sextant and Charlies,
are run extremely well and have held early morning licences for many decades. They serve the
docklands and other areas and cater for people completing night shifts. I am pleased the Mini-
ster has reversed his earlier decision. It is an important step because the early morning houses
are well run and open at times of the morning when difficulties do not arise.

Deputy P. J. Sheehan: That is no comfort to publicans in Skibbereen and Bantry.
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Deputy Noel O’Flynn: I also welcome the Minister’s decision to heed Members and represen-
tatives of industry on the cordoning off of areas for the sale of alcohol in supermarkets. I note
that supermarkets have already begun to move all alcohol into one area rather than placing
such products at points of sale where they are an attractive option. I hope the supermarkets
will take the Minister’s advice and agree to introduce a code of practice on below cost selling
and address the many other issues in the area of alcohol availability and price which are causing
problems for us. It is outrageous, for example, that beer can be purchased more cheaply than
water. I hope the supermarkets will be practical and act responsibly in these matters.

Public disorder is a source of serious concern to me and other Members. The number of my
constituents with these concerns has increased substantially since I was first elected to Dáil
Éireann. The current position is remarkably different from that which pertained when I was
first elected to Cork City Council. It was during my time on the council that I first became
aware of the need for tougher penalties to curb the rise in binge drinking, public disorder and
drinking in public places.

In 1998, I and a number of colleagues pioneered secondary legislation to prohibit alcohol
consumption in public streets and places in Cork. I pay tribute to the former long-standing
Senator, Denis Cregan, who is recovering from an operation. Members send their best wishes
to Mr. Cregan who was one of the members of a sub-committee established to address this
issue as a result of a motion I tabled in the council. The idea originated with the late Mr. Jim
Sweeney and Mr. Noel Dalton, one of my advisers, who is also deceased. Superintendent
Martin Shanahan and Brian Bermingham, the current Lord Mayor of Cork, were also on the
committee.

We travelled the streets of Cork until 4 a.m. to observe what unfolded late at night. It was
appalling to see so many people drinking and falling all over the place with bottles in their
hands. Some of them started fights or got into other kinds of trouble and were arrested. I am
pleased we introduced the prohibition which has worked in most places. All the other local
authorities followed suit and in fact one or two of them even beat us to the punch because the
wheels of bureaucracy in Cork City Council did not move as fast as elsewhere. Nevertheless,
we were first to have the idea. I ask that other local authorities introduce similar secondary
legislation to complement the primary legislation being introduced.

Deputy P. J. Sheehan: What about the seaside resorts?

Deputy Noel O’Flynn: I am pleased my colleagues in Cork County Council introduced similar
legislation in certain parts of the county following years of being asked to do so.

9 o’clock

Parts of certain towns and cities turn in to no-go areas at certain times of the day and night.
Gangs of people binge drinking and loitering in public spaces are a source of intimidation and
anxiety to local residents. This is particularly noticeable in the summer months when people

are out and about more in the evenings and school children are on their summer
holidays. One of the provisions in the Bill will enable the Garda to seize alcohol
from a person of any age who is causing nuisance in public. Another provision

deals specifically with those aged under 18 years who are in possession of alcohol. New powers
under the Bill will enable the Garda to seize the alcohol and impose punitive fines for teenagers
unwilling to allow alcohol to be seized.

The extent and seriousness of our binge drinking culture can be put in context when one
considers the figures the Minister cited in his address to the House last week. That Irish people
consume more alcohol than any of our European neighbours will surprise some people. It is
shocking, however, that on average every Irish person aged 15 years and over consumes 20.8
units of alcohol per week. This figure does not include the 20% of adults who do not drink.
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[Deputy Noel O’Flynn.]

The Minister also cited the 2007 Eurobarometer survey which found that 34% of Irish drinkers
consumed five or more alcoholic drinks in one sitting compared with the EU average of 10%.

The impact of this drink culture can be felt at all levels of society, whether in drink related
deaths on our roads, alcohol injuries, which account for almost 30% of all cases in accident
and emergency departments, or the corrosive effect alcohol has on family life in every townland
in the country.

The vast majority of publicans run orderly licensed premises and do not tolerate binge or
heavy drinking. Much of the problem is due to young people and not so young people buying
slabs of beer and bringing them to houses. Young people also drink shots and vodka is
extremely popular among them. I checked the position in this regard and I am aware of what
is happening. Before they go out at night, the people to whom I refer are well set up from the
point of view of alcohol. They do not frequent pubs but instead go directly to nightclubs. I
am not stating that these individuals are being disorderly but they are drinking alcohol in an
uncontrolled environment, namely, in people’s houses. People are consuming large amounts of
alcohol and their behaviour is giving rise to some of the difficulties being experienced.

Alcohol has crept into every facet of Irish life. We celebrate with champagne, drown our
sorrows over a few pints, enjoy a summer’s day with a pint of cider in a beer garden and have
a hot toddy on cold dark winter nights.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: The pain of that.

Deputy Noel O’Flynn: Christmas is a nightmare for many people. Some individuals who
drink alcohol can ruin the holiday for all.

Deputy P. J. Sheehan: So the Deputy does not call in to his local very often.

Deputy Noel O’Flynn: The St. Patrick’s Day parade is in danger of becoming a shrine to our
binge drinking culture. As a society, we must learn to find other ways of socialising and enjoying
ourselves. The Mediterranean way of life — enjoying a sociable drink or two, with good food
and in good company — has much to recommend it.

The Bill also deals with the huge increase in the availability of alcohol. The number of off-
licences has increased by 70% since 2001. During the same period, the number of wine-only
off-licences has trebled. New measures will make it tougher to obtain off-licence permits and,
for the first time, such measures will apply in respect of wine-only licences.

As stated earlier, convenience stores and supermarkets blatantly advertise cut-price alcohol.
Posters advertising cheap alcohol are clearly aimed at both binge drinkers and those who are
under age.

Deputy P. J. Sheehan: Those who own corner shops do not engage in such behaviour.

Deputy Noel O’Flynn: I am not referring to all supermarkets or shops. I am referring to
those which advertise alcohol in the way I have outlined.

Deputy P. J. Sheehan: The Deputy is cutting out the small trader.

Deputy Noel O’Flynn: I hope that new measures being introduced in the Bill will see an end
to this practice. Negotiations involving the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform
have led to the introduction of a code of practice. In that context, I hope the sales and market-
ing techniques used by suppliers and retailers will reflect the wishes of the Oireachtas and the
Department sponsoring the Bill.
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There is nothing wrong with off-licences closing at 10 p.m. I live in Clonskeagh, which is a
couple of miles from the Houses of the Oireachtas. The off-licence there closes at 10 p.m. It
might be a condition of the licence that this is the case. When travelling home from the Dáil,
I do not see anyone queuing outside to buy alcohol at 9.55 p.m. The 10 p.m. closing time for
off-licences will not greatly inconvenience anyone and I welcome its introduction.

On under age drinking, earlier today the Minister of State at the Department of Health and
Children, Deputy Wallace, launched new guidelines which will restrict the advertisement of
alcohol on television. She stated that a process to identify areas in respect of alcohol advertising,
promotions and sponsorships where further legislation would afford greater protection to young
people will be put in place.

I would like to see an end to the link between sporting events and alcohol. By continuing to
link high-profile sporting events with alcohol, we are sending out the wrong message. The
reality is that alcohol consumption severely inhibits people’s ability to compete. We must
change out attitude to alcohol. Breaking the link between alcohol and sport would be a very
positive step in the right direction. I urge all sporting organisations to seek sponsorship from
business interests that are not involved in the alcohol industry. If they do so, they will be able
to phase out sponsorship from alcohol companies. A number of larger sporting organisations
have already commenced the process in this regard.

Alcohol consumption has increased at a staggering rate in the past ten years. We have gone
from being a nation of normal drinkers to one of alcohol abusers. The effects of this on society
are shocking and disturbing. We are suffering as a result of increased public disorder, higher
rates of alcohol-fuelled violence and alcohol-related mental health problems. The Bill rep-
resents an important step in tackling this issue. It is time we reclaimed our towns and cities in
order that people might walk the streets without falling over drunken individuals or being
obliged to navigate their way through empty bottles, cans and the other things that are usually
left over after a night’s drinking.

I am delighted that action was taken in respect of this matter in Cork. The system there is
not perfect but at least the by-laws are in place and are proving to be of assistance. The Bill
before us is extremely important. I encourage local authorities in west Cork and other areas
throughout the country which have responsibility for seaside resorts to introduce by-laws
similar to those to which I refer.

Deputy P. J. Sheehan: It is obvious the Deputy does not visit the seaside resorts to which he
refers during the summer months.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: We will all go down to the woods today.

Deputy P. J. Sheehan: If those resorts were relying on the Deputy, they would not have
any customers.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: I welcome the opportunity to contribute to the debate on this
issue, which is much discussed. Many and various people have offered the ultimate answers in
respect of this matter. I am not sure the Bill will address all of the issues to which previous
speakers referred.

There is always a danger that we might fail to recognise what are the real problems. When
people did not have as much money available to them as was the case up until a couple of
weeks ago, the problem was not so great because many could not afford to consume large
amounts of alcohol at weekends.
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[Deputy Bernard J. Durkan.]

I am concerned about the activities of the zealots whose ambition it is to close everything
down in the hope that this will solve all our problems. The latter will not prove to be the case.
I am also concerned with regard to the developing trend of people holding house parties, the
alcohol for which is sourced from supermarkets or off-licences. Those attending such events
can engage in extremely heavy drinking and this often results in serious rows. The authorities
have no control over parties of this nature and people can, unobserved and unsupervised, drink
alcohol and take drugs.

Some public houses have been unduly blamed for creating problems. In the past, most well-
run public houses had a cranky barman who would tell a customer to go home — either at the
end of the night or beforehand — if he adjudged that the latter had enough drink taken. He
might also ask whether the person intended to go home at all. In certain instances, the barman
might ring the person’s home and alert “she who must be obeyed” as to the current where-
abouts of the drinker. There were many aspects of local legislation in this regard which had a
serious impact but which have gone by the wayside and been forgotten.

The most serious development in respect of people’s drinking habits is the fact that the rural
pub trade is being slowly strangled, which is sad. Rural pubs have been in operation for gener-
ations and they act as social centres and meeting points for people of all ages. There is a notion
abroad that this type of thing should be stymied. In my view, some economist has decided that
there should be no life in rural areas and that houses should not be built in these areas. Local
authorities are doing a good job of ensuring that the latter will be the case and their efforts
have the full support of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.
Post offices, which are part of the communications network in rural areas, are being closed
down, as are petrol stations and local shops. The life is slowly being strangled out of rural
areas. This is being done in the interests of mass marketing and the creation of new urban
centres. If one consults a sociologist or a psychologist, he or she will inform one that living in
such urban centres is not ideal.

There have always been problems with regard to alcohol during certain periods in this coun-
try’s history. One of the difficulties that emerged in rural areas in the 1940s and 1950s came
about as a result of the manufacture of moonshine. The problem with poitı́n and alcohol of
that type was that standards relating to its quality fluctuated and the drinking practices of those
who consumed it went unregulated. There was no control over it whatsoever and it caused
horrendous damage in rural areas. It was recognised by church and State alike as a particularly
bad phenomenon that had to be stamped out. It filtered away over the years — no pun intended
— and has now virtually disappeared.

The problem we now face is the easy availability of alcohol to young people who do not seem
able to control the consequences. Anti-social behaviour is not always the result of drunkenness.
Members of this House have encountered countless cases of anti-social behaviour in which
alcohol was not involved, although that does not excuse drunkenness. The current generation
of school leavers seems to lack responsibility and direction. They do not seem to be capable of
examining the negative and positive options involved in binge drinking, which can cause serious
and permanent damage.

The question of zero tolerance should be addressed. I hope the Government does not pro-
ceed in that direction because it could have serious consequences for rural Ireland. Where will
people drink and is it a bad idea? If we are to be self-righteous on this subject, we should ask
whether alcohol should be banned, as was done in the United States in the 1920s. Prohibition
was spectacularly unsuccessful in that country. The people who want to legalise certain drugs
would claim that it was in the hands of the wrong people but I do not know. I do not think we
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should go down that road. A person who had three or four drinks on a Saturday or Sunday
night will not risk going to work the following morning unless he or she has a driver. That is
the stark reality of zero tolerance. It might be thought an easy way to catch people on the basis
that it would discourage the consumption of alcohol altogether, but in fact it discourages driving
and drinking. We must ask whether we want to abolish that particular practice altogether.
Personally, I would go along with either side if it seemed to be the right thing to do but I warn
that serious social consequences will ensue.

Deputy P. J. Sheehan: We will have no pubs down the country.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: Absolutely. As time goes on, it will be seen as part of an econ-
omic objective to extinguish the countryside. Eventually, the countryside will be nothing more
than a parkland where people can take a stroll on the weekend or go for a picnic. That would
be an appalling situation. It is no good for people to say that the intention is high minded. That
is utter rubbish because as members of local authorities we have seen the natural progression.

Deputy P. J. Sheehan: It will make rural Ireland a Sahara desert.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: Newspapers have reported that Deputies are acquiescent to
publicans but the latter live and work in the country. I received only one representation on
this Bill and a number of people were supportive of it. We must ask where we are heading. If
we are heading towards the scenario to which I referred, we will face a dangerous problem.

Everybody has to live and take responsibility. In response to representations from many
sources over the years, we extended the opening hours of pubs. I am not sure that was a
great idea. If our population is not sufficiently mature to handle that, it may have been the
wrong decision.

When I first entered this House, there were few, if any, off-licences in the country. A cam-
paign was started to develop the off-licence industry, with the result that in some parts of the
country publicans close their pubs and operate off-licences instead because the latter provides
a solid trade. Alcohol is not consumed on the premises, so it is economically beneficial for the
publican. The consequences, however, can be disastrous. I do not propose to set out the number
of occasions on which a tragedy occurred in the aftermath of large purchases of alcohol from
off-licences or supermarkets. I do not understand why no reference is made to the connection
between road traffic accidents and the amount of alcohol consumed in private houses. No
consideration is given to whether the alcohol is readily available in an uncontrolled envir-
onment, where a half bottle could be the same as a half a glass. That is a hugely important
aspect of the matter under consideration.

Extraordinary and disgraceful actions are taking place in conjunction with the consumption
of alcohol and, in many cases, drugs. There is little emphasis on the role of drugs in road traffic
accidents. Some of us raised this issue several years ago but nobody bothered to listen. It is
said that alcohol is equal to illicit drugs. It is a habit forming drug but the difference is that
few people use violence to obtain money for alcohol.

The Leas-Cheann Comhairle is looking at me as if my time is running out.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: No, I am not.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: That is fine. People will readily say we have research but that
word has been greatly abused in recent times. Those of us who work in politics use research at
times to come up with various answers. We also use those famous focus groups to come up
with answers that are self-serving to a great extent. I do not know what useful information is
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provided other than that which is already available and which everybody knows. Occasionally,
we get the information dramatically wrong, such as in regard to the anticipated result of an
election. Where were the focus groups in these circumstances, what were they doing and who
unplugged their message centre? Research can prove anything one wishes. It can point to all
kinds of solutions to all types of problems. However, if it were that effective we would not
have any problems with alcohol, drink driving or any other issue good, bad or indifferent. I
tend to take research with a proverbial pinch of salt.

In the general scheme of things, no one would agree with the abuse of alcohol, drink driving
or family disharmony arising from the consumption of alcohol, an issue I had intended to speak
about earlier. There are many households for whom the combined consumption of alcohol and
drugs creates a misery. The situation of the unfortunate alcoholic who cannot break the habit,
even with the best will in the world, is also sad. These people, having obtained treatment and
tried everything, often still cannot break the habit. It is easy for us to say something should be
done about this but it is not all that easy for those whose families are afflicted in this fashion.
That one person in a family continually resorts to serious over-indulgence in alcohol resulting
in abuse and violence in the household is sad and appalling. This has always been the case; the
situation has not changed with the passage of time. However, people now have more disposable
income than they had 25 or 30 years ago. As a result, they are spending more money in this
way and never without neglect in other areas. There is a consequence and a price to pay
for everything.

I hope this legislation does some good and achieves what it purports to do, something we
must all hope for. I do not believe it will abolish all the problems in this area. I also hope it
does not become the death knell of social life in rural Ireland for the good and obvious reason
that rural Ireland has faithfully and strongly supported this country’s social and economic cause
down through the years and will continue to do so. I see no reason it should not continue to
do so.

The new generation, young people and school leavers in particular, need to be taught
responsibility. I do not know how this can be done. Many of us are parents and know well how
closely young people need to be watched. There is no excuse for junior certificate students
going on a binge that lasts for two days. That is totally and absolutely unnecessary. It shows
an appalling lack of judgment on the part of a person so young. While most parents pay special
attention to the needs of such students there will always be one or two students and parents
who do not do so and this, in turn, leads to peer pressure that results in the type of issues
about which we are speaking.

I hope some of the issues raised by Members of the House, which are drawn from their own
experience in their dealings with the public and their knowledge of what goes on in urban and
rural Ireland, are taken on board by some of the focus groups and specialists who resort to the
information gleaned in surveys and opinion polls. There is nothing like the voice of the true
participant in rural and urban social life in Ireland.

Deputy Michael Fitzpatrick: I wish to share time with Deputy Michael McGrath.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Is that agreed? Agreed.

Deputy Michael Fitzpatrick: I welcome the Bill as presented by the Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform, Deputy Dermot Ahern. I also welcome the changes made by the
Minister following extensive consultations. Ireland’s place on the European alcohol league
table is not something of which we should be proud. While the Bill does not address all our
ills, it goes a long way to addressing the areas examined last January by the alcohol advisory
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group established by the Government. It is essential that we all sign up to this legislation and
help to implement it in an effective manner.

I wish to raise a number of specific issues. I welcome the proposed penalties to deal with
rouge traders, publicans and off-licences that sell alcohol to young people. Another problem
referred to is that of people drinking at home and then going to the pub for the last hour. It is
difficult for publicans to identify such people. This issue needs to be addressed.

I am glad the Minister has decided not to include in the Bill a proposal to separate or fence-
off drinks and customers and that people will continue to be able to browse and make their
own choices before purchasing. I hope the trade will, during the next year or so, introduce a
voluntary code in this regard thus meaning the Minister will not have to make regulations in
this area.

Excessive consumption of alcohol causes serious issues for families and accident and emer-
gency departments. It results in anti-social behaviour generally and absenteeism, all at substan-
tial cost to taxpayers. I see merit in the Minister providing in future legislation for manufac-
turers, vintners organisations, wholesalers and the trade to pay a levy into a fund which could
be used to treat people affected by alcohol. This type of support by the trade would be equally
as beneficial as its existing support for sporting organisations.

A need exists also to recognise the great work being done by various groups and organis-
ations, many of them voluntary organisations, including Alcoholics Anonymous. I pay part-
icular tribute to Sister Concilio at Chuain Mhuire, Athy, County Kildare for the work she is
doing. A fund sponsored by the trade would provide badly needed funds to these organisations
which must depend on the State and voluntary sector.

Young people should be educated about the dangers of excessive indulgence in alcohol. A
module in the transition year programme for second level students and in the back to education
and outreach programmes could be very helpful in this regard. Indeed this type of programme
could be extended to the workplace and could result in a decrease in instances of alcohol
related illnesses and absenteeism.

Licensees should be fully aware that their licences are a valuable commodity which must be
respected. Publicans should carry out their business in an orderly and reasonable manner. They
should recognise their responsibility to ensure they and their employees take all reasonable
steps to ensure they are fully compliant with the legislation. These regulations must apply also
to those who lease premises.

Local authorities have introduced by-laws in towns and villages preventing the consumption
of alcohol in public places. These by-laws have played an important role in the prevention of
anti-social behaviour. I welcome the new arrangement whereby applicants must apply to the
District Court rather than the Revenue Commissioners for various licences. This will ensure
more transparency in this area. The grounds on which an objection may be made to the granting
of a District Court certificate for an off-licence are to be extended to include consideration of
neighbourhood needs and the existing number of licences in the area.

Another issue which the Minister should examine and which is not dealt with in the Bill is
that of pleasure boats with a full public house licence travelling back and forth daily on our
waterways. Applicants for licences of this type should also go before the District Courts. I
welcome the inclusion in the Bill of provisions regarding the introduction of CCTV in certain
venues. A programme of spot-testing for this service would be helpful to ensure the equipment
is in good working order. Similarly, the test purchasing of alcohol by gardaı́ is welcome, as is
the fact that gardaı́ will have the power to seize bottles, cans and containers where there is
reasonable apprehension of public disorder and to ask people to leave an area in a peaceful
and orderly manner.
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Nothing in this Bill has a detrimental effect on rural pubs, which is welcome. In rural areas
the pub is not just a place to drink. There is no place like a good Irish pub and, dare I say,
there is nothing like a good Kildare pub. The Bill will reduce the threat of public order offences
arising from the over-consumption of intoxicating liquor. I welcome the introduction of identifi-
cation cards, particularly those issued by Garda liaison officers, which have played a major part
in preventing under-age drinking and improving the quality of life of those affected by it.

I suggest that in future Bills we introduce regulations with regard to staff and security person-
nel who must deal with young people on licensed premises.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: Yes. That is a good point.

Deputy Michael Fitzpatrick: It is important that security people be courteous and understand-
ing of young people. They must not be seen as targets or as the sole abusers of alcohol. Many
older people are also abusers, but young people appear to be the main targets. We should also
investigate the labelling of alcohol products, as for tobacco products, to show the consequences
of overindulgence.

Deputy Michael McGrath: I thank Deputy Fitzpatrick for agreeing to share his time with
me and I welcome the opportunity to contribute on Second Stage of the Intoxicating Liquor
Bill 2008.

We must acknowledge there is a problem in this country with regard to the abuse of alcohol.
I emphasise the word “abuse” because there hundreds of thousands of people who consume
alcohol in a responsible fashion on a regular basis. They get enjoyment from it and do so
without causing harm to themselves or a nuisance to anyone else. It is important we put the
debate in context. Notwithstanding this, we need to be honest with ourselves and acknowledge
there is a problem with widespread abuse of alcohol in society. Some of the implications of the
consumption of alcohol in an abusive manner, as the Minister outlined in his Second Stage
speech, are a wake-up call, if one were needed, about the negative consequences of this prob-
lem. For example, he mentioned that alcohol is a factor in 28% of all attendances at accident
and emergency departments in our acute hospitals, that alcohol is a contributory factor in 36%
of fatal road crashes, that 46% of those who commit suicide are intoxicated at the time, and
that alcohol is involved in 25% of domestic abuse cases. The abuse of alcohol also has a
negative effect on the economy. It contributes to absenteeism and leads to poor performance
at work. If we were to calculate the effect in monetary terms, although it would probably be
impossible to do so, it would run into billions of euro. However, the personal costs are incalcu-
lable. If we consider some of the results of alcohol abuse, such as road crashes and domestic
abuse, we can see that the fallout in society is very serious. This makes it all the more important
that the House treat this Bill as a priority and ensure its passage at the earliest possible time.

People living in communities throughout the country are terrorised by the anti-social behav-
iour sometimes associated with the abuse of alcohol. Every politician in this House is contacted
on a regular basis by constituents who are dealing with that in their daily lives. We must accept
in this debate that our love affair with alcohol, as a country, is not without consequence. Gardaı́
have an extremely difficult job in dealing with the abuse of alcohol and its fallout in society.
There is nothing we can do in this House that will in itself resolve the alcohol problem in
Ireland, but there are measures we can adopt which will help the Garda in carrying out its
difficult task of managing the fallout of alcohol abuse. These measures must, in line with this
Bill, deal with two issues: public order and controls on the environment in which alcohol is
sold in both the off-trade and the on-trade. I commend the Minister, Deputy Dermot Ahern,
and his predecessor, Deputy Brian Lenihan, on the speedy adoption the report of the Govern-
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ment alcohol advisory group. The report was submitted, as the Leas-Cheann Comhairle knows,
at the end of March. The general scheme of the Bill was published in April, and we are here
now, sitting late, to deal with Second Stage. It is to be hoped we will move towards the final
adoption of the Bill in the days ahead.

I welcome the contribution made by the Bill in curtailing the consumption of alcohol in
public places and that it allows gardaı́ to seize alcohol from persons who are under age. I was
mistakenly of the view that the Garda already had this power. Many gardaı́ have already been
exercising it without it being in statute form. They did so in a discretionary manner and they
will continue to use the power wisely. In Cork county and city, as Deputy Noel O’Flynn pointed
out, specific by-laws are already in place prohibiting the consumption of alcohol in public
places. I know from my experience in Cork county that this works quite well. It varies
depending on the level of enforcement by the Garda, but my experience is that these measures
are helpful and that young people fear the seizure of alcohol and the consequences of being
caught drinking in a public place as it will be brought to their parents’ attention.

It is important to point out that the new measures put forward in this Bill are additional to
all of the existing powers of the Garda Sı́ochána. They are not in themselves the answer to the
problem but if used judiciously by the Garda they will help to deal with the problem of alcohol
abuse. They will also facilitate early intervention. If a garda identifies a group of people drink-
ing in a public place early in the evening he or she can intervene and possibly prevent problems
that might arise three or four hours later when a lot more alcohol has been consumed.

I welcome the Minister’s statement in the House that he is willing to consider a code of
practice to be put forward by the retail trade with regard to the structural separation proposed
in section 8 of the Bill. If a proper code of practice is introduced by the sector, provided it is
subject to independent audit and verification, and if the evidence on the ground is that retailers
are acting responsibly, the Minister will give them the benefit of the doubt and will not invoke
the provisions of section 8 on structural separation.

I welcome the restrictions on the hours in which alcohol may be sold by the off-trade. They
are sensible and helpful. It is important the measures we put forward are meaningful and
effective and contribute in a tangible way to dealing with the fallout of alcohol abuse. When
we were discussing this in the Fianna Fáil justice policy group, many of us made the point that
controls at the point of sale are what really count. When a person approaches a counter with
alcohol, what checks and balances are employed by the person behind the counter? Does he
or she ask for identification? How does he or she ensure that the person is not intoxicated and
is over 18 years of age?

I welcome the broadening of the scope of objections that can be put forward by residents
and the Garda when applications are made for off-licences. That residents feel the demand for
the off-trade has already been met in an area will be a justifiable reason to submit an objection
to the issuing of a licence. It is important that the penalties we impose for recurring breaches
of this Bill and previous Acts are serious and feared by the trade. The fact that a premises may
be shut down for a minimum of two days is an important step forward.

Much has been said in this House and outside about the move from the on-trade to the off-
trade and the consequences for rural Ireland and alcohol consumption generally. This is a
fundamental point because when alcohol is consumed in a public house controls are in place.
The vast majority of public houses are owned by an identifiable person who has an interest in
ensuring the establishment is well run and does not get a bad name or attract attention from the
Garda. The shift from the on-trade to the off-trade has meant more alcohol is now consumed in
an uncontrolled environment, often at home or at parties. The same controls are not in place
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and this may account for some of the problems that have taken hold in the past number
of years.

With regard to special exemption orders, I welcome that a condition can be imposed that,
on the granting of such an order, a closed circuit television, CCTV, system must be installed
by a licensed premises. The Minister should further extend this and require certain licensed
premises to install CCTV in the surrounding area, perhaps covering up to 100 metres either
side of the premises on the street outside. In the event of problems spilling onto the street the
Garda would have the resource of CCTV to avail of in a related investigation. I also welcome
the fact that the District Court must be satisfied that all fire safety standards have been met
before granting a special exemption order. I welcome the tightening of provisions relating to
theatre licences and the fact that they will be subject to normal licensing hours, as will any
other public house.

Some issues outside this Bill must be highlighted, particularly parental control. Many of the
problems in society relating to alcohol abuse are associated with young people, under age in
many cases, consuming alcohol in an uncontrolled fashion without supervision. No law can be
passed in this House that will solve the issue of the abuse of alcohol; parents can achieve far
more by working on the issue and I encourage them to do so.

The secondary purchasing of alcohol is already illegal but we should send out a loud and
clear message that it is highly irresponsible of any adult to buy alcohol for an under age person.
Many adults do so at a profit, which is a disgraceful thing to do, and we should not be shy in
condemning the practice. Alcohol is now so cheap that we must put effective controls in place.
Section 13 allows for test purchasing, that is, the Garda using an under age person to attempt
to buy alcohol. Such sting operations have a much greater role to play, not just in terms of
under age drinking but across a range of areas in criminal law. I welcome this provision and
hope the Garda use it.

I look forward to more progress in future on traceability and ID. I welcome the fact that the
Bill allows for the introduction of regulations dealing with alcohol being sold at promotions in
a cheap and irresponsible fashion. I congratulate the Minister on bringing forward this Bill.

Deputy Joe Costello: I am pleased to have the opportunity to say a few words on this Intoxi-
cating Liquor Bill 2008. There is a sense of déjà vu in seeing another intoxicating liquor Bill as
every Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform produces one and expects that it will do
the business. We see a new Bill each session after the failure of a previous Bill put forward by
a Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform. The problem remains as stark, dire and
difficult to deal with after each Bill.

The previous Minister emphasised extending the opening hours of public houses but the
current Minister emphasises the reduction of the opening hours of off-licences. It is a case of
one steps in and the other steps out; a shift in one direction is followed by shifts in other
directions.

The provisions of this Bill are pragmatic and should have an impact in addressing the
situation they are meant to address. They aim to resolve some of the public order issues that
are related to the abuse of alcohol. However, it is seldom that legislation effects a significant
improvement in matters of this nature. There is already much legislation relevant to this area
that is not being implemented properly. Policing is haphazard and ad hoc and operates differ-
ently in different parts of the country, different counties and urban and rural areas. A certain
flexibility exists in terms of Garda powers and this is an issue. For example, in County Mayo,
for the offence of serving drink to minors, there is a high level of prosecution of owners of
public houses and off-licences. In other areas prosecution for such offences hardly occurs. How
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robustly the legislation is implemented depends on the superintendent or chief superintendent
in charge. This area could be addressed without new legislation.

There is an issue of lack of responsibility in the industry. There is a willingness to allow
situations where people consume too much drink to develop and a blind eye may be turned to
individuals, who could well be adults, purchasing drink in off-licences for minors. In general
the industry has much to learn and the suggestion that it should be responsible for a fund to
treat the negative effects of alcohol should be examined as such a scheme would show a certain
level of responsibility.

The Leas-Cheann Comhairle has often raised the issue of labelling and traceability. It was
included in the previous legislation and the 1999 legislation but it has never been implemented.
The Minister had the power to implement it but did not do so and nor did his predecessor.
There is not much sense in introducing such provisions if they are not to be implemented.
Labelling bottles, containers and cans of alcohol to identify where the product was sold,
whether it be an off-licence, convenience store or supermarket, would be very useful for the
Garda. Gardaı́ would be helped by knowing the source of the product they find being abused
in a field and such labelling should not be beyond the abilities of modern science, considering
the extent to which barcoding for prices and stocktaking exists in shops. That would be very
helpful.

Part 3 of the Bill, which sets out some new Garda Sı́ochána powers, involves an amendment
to the provisions of the Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act 1994 relating to the seizure of
alcohol. The Garda already has a considerable body of powers which could be implemented.
Its power to seize containers of alcohol in public places, at public events, etc., is not being
implemented. I suppose it is a starting point.

I am pleased the alcohol advisory committee, which was established in January 2008, pro-
duced a report in March 2008. It is almost a record for a body of that nature to report within
three months. This legislation, which results from that report, was published within a further
three months and probably will be passed this month. It is something of a record to meet all
such deadlines. The chairman of the committee, Mr. Gordon Holmes, did sterling work with
this report, as he did with previous reports. His practical work in dealing with these issues
certainly represents a service to the country.

The three central issues which are covered in this legislation, in the interests of curtailing
public disorder and anti-social behaviour on the streets, are quite separate. The Bill addresses
the increase in the number of supermarkets, convenience stores. petrol stations and off-licences
selling alcohol, deals with the number of special exemption orders and sets out certain sanc-
tions. We are so used to anti-social behaviour on our streets that we are almost immune to it.
Such disorder does not surprise us greatly. When one travels around public places, such as city
streets and housing estates, on weekend nights, one observes this major problem. One of the
features of modern Ireland is the inordinate amount of disquiet and, in many cases, fear that
is caused by groups of people who rove around in possession of containers of alcohol, or
already having consumed alcohol. This is a relatively new phenomenon in so far as it did not
precede the Celtic tiger to any great degree. New measures are required to deal with such
actions, which have caused many people a considerable amount of grief.

Ireland is a nation that sees alcohol as its favourite drug. Irish people have been happy to
consume it over the years. There is nothing new in that respect. Alcohol seems to attract people
of all classes and ages. It is associated with junior certificate, leaving certificate and university
students. It is at the heart of virtually every social event, including communions, confirmations
and weddings. The social lives of most Irish people revolve around alcohol. Legislation of this
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nature will not change that culture. The need to address that culture may well be another
day’s work.

As we consider the nuts and bolts of every Bill that is presented, we should also focus on
our broader philosophy — the thrust of what we are trying to do. It is not just a question of
public order, which is the issue on the ground. We also need to reflect on why public order
offences represent such a huge problem. I suggest that Ireland has never had a responsible
attitude to alcohol consumption. Irish people who are not pioneers tend to engage in over-
consumption. What is seen in Ireland as normal consumption of alcohol is seen on the Conti-
nent as binge drinking. The attitude of most European people to the consumption of alcohol
is different from the actual experience in Ireland.

Much more work, involving much more time than we can give to this Bill today, is needed
if we are to address the issues I have mentioned. Such a detailed consideration of these matters
is the only way we can deal with this problem. Regardless of the amount of effort we put into
legislation, it will not represent more than the tip of the iceberg. This problem is often high-
lighted on television when Irish sporting teams play abroad. There is something extremely
boorish about the behaviour of certain characters in the stands who wave the flags of public
houses or wear Guinness t-shirts. They are indicating it is their culture to have an affiliation
with a public house or an alcoholic product. I suggest that they are non-cultural — rather than
cultural — expressions and symbols.

I do not doubt that the availability of alcohol is one of the factors that contributes to the
problems under discussion. The ready availability of alcohol leads to greater consumption of
alcohol. The same would be the case if drugs were freely available. The trade in alcohol of
supermarkets, off-licences, convenience stores and forecourts has mushroomed in recent years.
There has been an increase in this area since the advent of the Celtic tiger. Now that the Celtic
tiger is no more, I hope there will be a reduction in such activity. The new approach to the
consumption of alcohol involves more drinking outside the public house, specifically in the
home. There was a time when the consumption of alcohol was concentrated in public houses.

10 o’clock

We need to consider how alcoholic products are presented in supermarkets and convenience
stores. If one goes into a regular supermarket, one will find that alcohol is stocked in the same
aisle that contains soft drinks, such as Lucozade, Coca-Cola and Pepsi. A child who is looking

for a soft drink has to go to the same aisle as those who are looking for alcohol.
There is a lot to be said for separating both types of refreshment. A different
type of clientele is attracted to each. If young people find alcoholic products

juxtaposed with soft drinks, that will make it easier for them to approach such products, includ-
ing hard liquor. I agree with the idea of outlawing the below-cost selling of alcohol and certain
types of promotion of alcoholic products.

We have not really spoken about the sale of alcohol Bill, which will make certain provisions
in respect of sponsorship and advertising by alcohol companies. It is of major importance that
associations involved in sporting and other healthy activities distance themselves from tobacco
and alcohol companies which have used despicable mechanisms to sell their products. While
there is no relationship between the two categories of organisation, they are always linked as
if one leads to the other.

I am happy enough with the proposed restriction on the opening hours of off-licences. If off-
licences are open from 10.30 a.m. to 10 p.m., people will have enough time in which to sell
alcohol. I do not see a problem with that. I suggest that we could provide for a later opening
time on St. Patrick’s Day, as the proposed 12.30 p.m. opening time is a little early. The agree-
ment that off-licences in Dublin city centre should not open until 4 p.m. on St. Patrick’s Day,
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which was brokered by the Lord Mayor of Dublin, has resulted in a significant reduction in
the awful mauling around the place at an early hour that has been associated with St. Patrick’s
Day in recent years. I do not see the reason for restrictions on the early houses. They are few
and far between and the issue is one we can examine with a view to allowing them continue.
They do not tend in any way——

Deputy Conor Lenihan: The Minister has indicated that he is not going ahead with that
restriction.

Deputy Joe Costello: That is good news. I did not hear his contribution.

Deputy Conor Lenihan: No new houses of the kind will open but existing ones will be
retained.

Debate adjourned.

Adjournment Debate.

————

Services for People with Disabilities.

Deputy Michael Creed: I thank the Ceann Comhairle’s office for facilitating me in raising
the plight of intellectually and disabled people who have finished their education in the special
education school in County Cork, St. Gabriel’s in Bishopstown. They have received letters
from their service provider, the Brothers of Charity, indicating that there is to be no subsequent
placement for them. They had expected an adult or a day training placement. Unfortunately,
no such placement has been offered.

As the Minister of State will appreciate, this is causing great consternation to the young
people concerned and their parents. Such treatment might well be considered the thin end of
the wedge but many more people can expect a similar outcome because of the lack of planning
and foresight of the Government in preparing for the downturn in the economy and the
recession we are experiencing.

If such is the case this week, I shudder to think what will happen to the most vulnerable,
needy and voiceless in our society the week after the House closes, when the Cabinet will take
its decision to slash and burn services. If this is a hallmark, or a foretaste, of what we can
expect, then God help the most needy in society. An old political slogan from the era of Charles
J. Haughey stated that health cuts hurt the old, the sick and the handicapped. Undoubtedly,
that adage still applies.

I have no doubt that the Minister of State’s heart is in the right place. I urge him to step out
from behind his prepared script tonight and reassert the primacy of this House. This is a House,
not a Government, a House that voted to ring-fence \50 million of moneys for the care of
people with a disability. Who is running the country? Is it the Oireachtas, by way of its Votes
and specific funds for specific purposes, or is it the Health Service Executive and its book-
keepers, who are so involved in cash management?

If it is simply a case of cash management within the HSE, then it should be remembered
that the service providers — of which there are many, and voluntary organisations also —
provide excellent care, sheltered employment, rehabilitation and assisted living home support,
the whole range of services for people with a disability. It should not be the case that these
service providers and voluntary organisations are driven to a situation where they are obliged
to communicate with their clients and with the parents of these unfortunate people with a
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disability. They have been forced to tell parents that, as matters stand, there is no placement
for their children in these organisations next September. That is entirely unacceptable. It causes
trauma not only to the young people by putting an obstacle in front of them that prevents them
achieving their potential, but also their parents.

At the weekend I was contacted by parents of one such person. Both parents work and it is
not an option for them to leave their child unattended throughout the day at home. These are
real situations involving real people. Who is in charge? If the Government and the Oireachtas
votes \50 million for people with a disability, it behoves the HSE to communicate with the
voluntary organisations and service providers and ensure that those funds are delivered. It is
not acceptable management that these people should be treated like pawns in a political game
between the Government and the HSE.

This issue was raised earlier today by my colleague, Deputy Olivia Mitchell, who spoke about
one of her constituents. Each of the 166 Deputies has come across similar experiences. Who is
in charge? Is it the Government, the Oireachtas or the HSE? If we vote \50 million specifically
for disability purposes, these people should not be denied a placement next September.

The Minister should step out from behind his brief and prepared script and reassert the
primacy of democracy in this House. He must provide for the most vulnerable people because
if this is the way the Government intends to act next week, or next month, when the Oireachtas
is in recess, God help the most vulnerable and voiceless ones in society. They will be the victims
of Government cutbacks and of recession and that is not as it should be.

Acting Chairman (Deputy John Cregan): The Minister of State will respond to both
matters together.

Deputy Kieran O’Donnell: The fact that I speak tonight is a clear indication that this is a
national problem. I speak specifically on behalf of the parents of young adults who attend St.
Vincent’s in Lisnagry, County Limerick. The service providers, the Daughters of Charity, have
been forced to write to parents. Nine young adults are involved, three of them school-leavers,
the other six finishing a rehabilitative training course. I have a letter dated 25 June and I have
no doubt that many such letters have been sent to parents of children with an intellectual
disability because the service providers were not informed by the HSE that they can go ahead
and recruit staff. The letter states, in part:

The Daughters of Charity have applied for funding to the Health Service Executive in
order to provide the appropriate adult day service for your daughter this year. Unfortunately,
funding has not been released and, as a result, the Daughters of Charity are concerned that
we may not be in a position to offer new services in 2008. Therefore we cannot guarantee a
service for your daughter in September. The HSE is fully aware of our inability to provide
additional services without additional funding.

I put a question to the Minister for Health and Children, Deputy Mary Harney. I am glad to
see that the Minister of State with responsibility for the disabilities area, Deputy John Moloney,
is in the House tonight. It is appropriate that he is here and I am glad that he recognises the
seriousness of the situation.

I asked the Minister asked her to clarify that multi-annual funding for the disability sector
promised in the programme for Government is to be fulfilled in 2008. I got a reply just over a
month ago which stated: “The Government has fulfilled its promise in relation to the 2008
element of the multi-annual investment programme 2006-2009 by allocating additional funding
of \50 million to the HSE’s 2008 budget”.
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That is not true. The funding has not been allocated. The Government must put its money
where its mouth is. I understand from my soundings that the Department of Health and Chil-
dren is engaged in discussions with the HSE regarding how the \50 million will be spent. I
require an explanation from the Minister of State, Deputy Moloney, who has responsibility for
the disability sector. Is the Department of Health and Children using this issue as no more
than an exercise in cash management? Will the Government come forward and provide the
funding? The Minister of State’s constituency colleague, the Taoiseach, Deputy Brian Cowen,
has repeatedly said that he has a personal commitment to people with disabilities. Where is it?

In the instance I raised, concerning the Daughters of Charity at St. Vincent’s in Lisnagry,
three of the nine young adults left school last Friday. They have no future and do not know
where they stand and neither do their parents. Furthermore, the other six young adults who
will finish their rehabilitative training programme this month are in a similar situation. The
Government must put its money where its mouth is. This is an appalling situation.

I understand the HSE’s national disability steering group was to meet today to discuss this
issue. I hope the Minister will be able to state the HSE will provide the funding. I hope he is
aware of what happened at the meeting because what is occurring is absolutely disgraceful and
appalling. I want to be able to tell the parents and young adults associated with the Daughters
of Charity Service for Persons with Intellectual Disability, St. Vincent’s, Lisnagry, that the
Daughters of Charity can proceed with recruiting the staff. I refer to two care workers, one
nurse and one programme supervisor. A capital allocation of \120,000 is required to enable
certain of the buildings on the campus to be adapted in order to provide the adult services.

I have written to Seamus McNulty, the assistant national director who is responsible for
disability services in the HSE. I expect the Minister of State, Deputy Moloney, will honour the
commitment the Government made at budget time to provide the \50 million to one of the
most vulnerable sectors of society. We should not have to be here tonight. The Daughters of
Charity, along with many other service providers for the intellectually disabled, should be
recruiting at present and should be able to tell the parents and young adults that they will be
availing of proper adult day care services from 1 September. I want to hear a positive response
from the Minister of State.

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): I fully
appreciate the comments made by both Deputies Creed and O’Donnell. I have been asked not
to read my prepared script and have no difficulty doing so. I have no difficulty reiterating for
the House the commitment of the Taoiseach. The commitment in the programme for Govern-
ment will be honoured.

(Interruptions).

Deputy John Moloney: I have only a few minutes in which to respond and want to do so.

It is false to allege the country is run by some conglomerate, such as the HSE; it is run by
the Government. In referring to my script, I will deal with all the issues raised by the Deputies.

Deputy Kieran O’Donnell: When will the funding be provided?

Deputy John Moloney: The funding will be in place for the children in question. There has
been a delay in explaining how soon it will come through. Most of the concerns raised, quite
properly, by the voluntary organisations were raised because they had not heard that the fund-
ing was in place. The reality is that once we can commit ourselves to allocating the funding,
the issue will be dealt with.
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[Deputy John Moloney.]

I am pleased to take this opportunity to address the important issues raised by Deputies
Creed and O’Donnell. As they will be aware, within the health and training sector, a range of
training, health and personal social day services are provided by several State agencies, includ-
ing the HSE, non-statutory agencies funded by the HSE and specialist training providers funded
by and behalf of FÁS, to young people with disabilities when they leave school.

On the question of training, particularly the provision of life skills training, otherwise referred
to as rehabilitative training, the HSE and HSE-funded agencies provide such training services
for persons with disabilities to enhance their individual skill level. The services focus on the
enhancement of an individual’s care, fundamental skills, life skills and social skills.

The outcome of rehabilitative training is not predetermined but is dependent on the level of
the development capacity of each individual. Consequently, it is important that training services
be matched to a person’s need. In meeting such needs, the HSE employs guidance officers at
local level to assist in the profiling of young school leavers with disabilities to appropriate
training and day services. The guidance officers work with school leavers, their families, school
authorities and service providers to ensure that school leavers with disabilities have access to
appropriate services.

The co-ordination and planning of services to meet the needs of people with disabilities form
a central tenet of the national disability strategy. A critical element of such co-ordination and
planning is the requirement to provide financial support for the development and implemen-
tation of services.

On funding requirements for service development for HSE-funded services, the Government
has set aside specific funds for service delivery for people with disabilities under the multi-
annual investment programme. Significant additional funding has already been provided and
has been spent on developing new and enhanced health and personal social services for people
with a disability, including young people leaving school in the period 2006 to 2007. These areas
will continue to be the focus of developments for the remaining years of the multi-annual
investment programme, 2008 and 2009.

The Government provided the HSE with an additional \75 million in both 2006 and 2007.
This funding resulted in an additional 506 day places and 492 day places in 2006 and 2007,
respectively.

Deputy Michael Creed: What about 2008?

Deputy John Moloney: I am coming to the point.

Acting Chairman: The Deputies should allow the Minister of State to continue.

Deputy John Moloney: I entered the House to be totally up-front with my colleagues. I take
responsibility for my portfolio and, since the subject in question is clearly my area of responsi-
bility, I will deal with it.

Deputy Michael Creed: Is the \50 million guaranteed?

Deputy John Moloney: The Deputy will hear about that in a few minutes. I would like to
have ten minutes in which to respond. I have listened to both Deputies Creed and O’Donnell,
who were allowed five minutes each. They asked me to be accountable and I entered the House
to be accountable.

122



Services for People 1 July 2008. with Disabilities

Deputy Michael Creed: I do not see a reference to \50 million anywhere in the Minister of
State’s script.

Deputy John Moloney: If the Deputy listens, he might hear such a reference.

Deputy Michael Creed: I am listening.

Deputy John Moloney: An adjournment matter was selected and I came to the House to
answer questions, yet I cannot get the opportunity to speak.

Deputy Kieran O’Donnell: Ah, come on.

Deputy John Moloney: I am being factual.

Acting Chairman: Allow the Minister of State to continue without interruption.

Deputy John Moloney: Day services were enhanced through the provision of additional
supports to deal with school leavers or other adults with significant disabilities. The supports
include 52 places in 2006 and 66 places in 2007.

The increase in services in recent years has ensured that young people with intellectual
disabilities and autism have appropriate services in place to ensure a smooth transition from
secondary school. This is what we are tying to achieve this evening. In some cases, the funding
provided supported school leavers to access appropriate day services in line with a person-
centred plan. In many cases, this funding provided places for individuals completing rehabilitat-
ive training, thereby creating training places for other school leavers. The HSE and HSE-
funded agencies also provide a range of other day services, designed to meet the needs of
adults with disabilities.

The multi-annual investment programme for disability services makes provision for the
development of additional day, residential and respite places each year between 2006 and 2009
for people with intellectual disability and autism. The \50 million to which the Deputy keeps
referring was provided to the HSE in budget 2008 for additional services to people with dis-
abilities, including 467 additional day places for people with intellectual disabilities. As the
Deputies will be aware, the commencement of the planned developments in disability services
this year was delayed due to a financial review in the HSE. This did not just concern the
disability sector but pertained to the whole spectrum of health services.

I am more than pleased to inform the House that the HSE has assured me, following dis-
cussions all week, that it is now in a position to roll out the planned developments, as outlined
in its 2008 service plan. It is not a case of the Government alone taking credit as all Deputies
are involved in their capacity as representatives of people with disabilities. It was agreed that
nobody would want to see the disability sector short-changed or funding reduced.

Deputy Kieran O’Donnell: Will the HSE be writing to the service providers?

Deputy John Moloney: I have asked that it do exactly that.

Deputy Kieran O’Donnell: Will it be tomorrow?

Acting Chairman: Allow the Minister of State to continue without interruption.

Deputy John Moloney: I want to respond and recognise the seriousness of the case. On
the real issue, which concerns people entering new services, I am saying those services will
be guaranteed.
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Deputy Kieran O’Donnell: Is the Minister of State guaranteeing that personally?

Deputy John Moloney: I am giving that personal commitment.

Deputy Kieran O’Donnell: Is he guaranteeing the services will be provided?

Deputy John Moloney: There is not much point in my keeping my views to myself and it is
up to the HSE to let people know the position. I would not be in a position to write to or
ring everybody.

Deputy Michael Creed: The Minister of State——

Acting Chairman: Allow the Minister of State to finish.

Deputy Kieran O’Donnell: The Minister of State is missing the key point.

Deputy John Moloney: I am making the key point that the positions outlined in the service
plan for 2008 are now secured and, quite clearly, the HSE will be making a public announce-
ment on that. It issued a press release this evening announcing the funding.

Deputy Michael Creed: It is a disgrace that it put the people——

Acting Chairman: I will suspend the sitting if Members do not co-operate. Allow the Minister
of State to finish his script.

Deputy John Moloney: I do not believe for a moment that the disability sector was ever
under threat.

Deputy Kieran O’Donnell: What about the letters?

Deputy John Moloney: Letters were issued, quite rightly, by the voluntary organisations to
warn people. Can I finish my script?

Acting Chairman: Please do.

Deputy Kieran O’Donnell: Does the Minister of State understand the difficulty and the worry
this has caused?

Acting Chairman: The Minister of State should continue.

Deputy John Moloney: I certainly do and I share the Deputy’s concern. Developments will
include new day places for young people leaving school and additional therapy supports for
preschool children and for children with autism. It also is important to point this out. I also
understand the Health Service Executive will be able to finalise the position in respect of the
commencement of the developments, including those required to meet the needs of school
leavers with disabilities, over the next ten days. I suggest this should be a sufficiently strong
commitment to be able to assure the Deputy and all concerned.

Deputy Kieran O’Donnell: I welcome that.

Deputy John Moloney: Within ten days, the HSE will be in a position to do this. I understand
the Deputies’ specific questions regarding adult day training for students at St Gabriel’s, Cork,
and St. Vincent’s, Lisnagry, are being considered by HSE in the context of its funding priorities
for 2008.
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I also wish to inform the House of some developments in areas related to the issues raised
by Deputies Creed and O’Donnell. As for services for adults with a disability, the HSE is in
the process of undertaking a comprehensive national review of HSE-funded adult day services.
This review will seek to advise on the reconfiguration and modernisation of existing adult day
services to reflect the core principles of the health strategy, namely, access, quality, account-
ability and person centredness. The review includes, as part of its work, examining and
reviewing the range of day services such as activation, rehabilitative training and sheltered
work.

To date the strategic review of HSE-funded adult day services has consulted widely with
service users, families and service providers and is about to engage in discussions with all parties
to the sectoral plans, including the Departments of Enterprise, Trade and Employment and
Social and Family Affairs. A census of HSE-funded adult day services has been completed and
the findings will help inform decision making in this process.

As a further significant development in support of the national disability strategy, the Office
for Disability and Mental Health was established by the Government in January this year. The
office brings together responsibility for different policy areas and a range of services which
have an impact on the lives of people with a disability and people with mental health difficulties.
The main focus of the office is to improve co-ordination and communication across Depart-
ments and agencies in the delivery of disability and mental health services.

I have been appointed Minister of State with responsibility for equality, disability and mental
health and my objective is to move the disability agenda to a level which compares with the
best in the world. We should do so in partnership with all stakeholders.

I agree the difficulty may have been due to the delayed announcement. However, I emphasis
that people should be there to guarantee that whatever funding is allocated to the disability
sector will remain intact.

Deputy Kieran O’Donnell: And on time.

Health Services.

Deputy Thomas Byrne: I thank the Ceann Comhairle for permitting this matter to be dis-
cussed on the Adjournment. The existing health centre in Laytown, County Meath, was built
for a former era, that is, before the area of Laytown, Bettystown and Mornington became the
second largest town in County Meath, which it effectively now is after Navan. The health centre
also serves areas beyond that, including Grangerath, where I live, Donacarney, Stamullen and
Julianstown. It serves a wide population in east County Meath.

The staff at the health centre provide a good service to the community. While they do the
best they can, given the population they do so in small and cramped conditions. I acknowledge
that senior local HSE officials in the HSE north-east area have confirmed to me that east
Meath is a priority for them. The services provided at the health centre include two doctors, a
practice nurse a number of public health nurses, dentistry services for children — although
there are delays in this regard — a community welfare officer and certain speech therapy
facilities. However, other services should be provided there, including social work, child protec-
tion, disability services, services for older people, ophthalmic services, audiology services,
physiotherapy services and some psychiatric services. Such services are not being provided and
in many cases my constituents are obliged to travel to Dunshaughlin, Slane or Navan to obtain
them. This is highly inconvenient for many of them, especially older people and young families
with children.
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Last January, the HSE informed me there was a serious proposal to acquire another property
to be used as the health centre for east County Meath. While I was pleased with this news, I
made a commitment to the HSE to keep quiet about it as best I could because discussions
regarding the premises were at an advanced stage but had not been completed. Consequently,
I was content to allow the HSE to complete the deal. However, I recently have been
approached by the property’s owners, to whom I had never spoken previously, who informed
me the HSE had told them there was no money available for this project. Other rumours are
flying about in the area to the effect the HSE is in conversations with other landowners and
developers with a view to providing an improved health centre in the area.

While I welcome the commitment of the local HSE officials in their search for a premises, I
hope it is not the case that the HSE does not have the money to provide an improved, enlarged
and much needed centre in a area of massively growing population. I hope the financial com-
mitment is present at a national level as well as the local commitment. I would be grateful were
the Minister of State to inform me this matter is a priority for health services in growing areas.
Two doctors work at Laytown health centre and two others also operate in the community,
serving a population of more than 10,000. They are under pressure and despite the property
downturn, people continue to move into the area. I thank the Minister of State at the Depart-
ment of Health and Children for coming to the House to respond to this issue and I look
forward to his response.

Deputy John Moloney: I will take this Adjournment matter on behalf of my colleague, the
Minister for Health and Children, Deputy Mary Harney. I thank Deputy Thomas Byrne for
raising this issue as it provides me with an opportunity to reaffirm the Government’s commit-
ment to developing community-based services at local level. The Government strategy of 2001,
Primary Care: A New Direction, is the roadmap for the development of primary care services
in Ireland over a period of ten to 15 years. The development of such services is an essential
component of the health service reform process. It has been estimated that in a developed
primary care system, 90% to 95% of people’s day-to-day health and social care needs can be
met in the primary care setting. The key objective in primary care policy is to develop services
in the community that will give people direct access to integrated multidisciplinary teams.

Under the Towards 2016 social partnership agreement, the Government has committed itself
to the establishment of 300 primary care teams by 2008, 400 by 2009 and 500 by 2011. In line
with the agreement, a review of these targets is under way at present. The provision of these
services, including the furthering of health centres and primary care teams at local level, is an
operational matter for the HSE.

I understand from the HSE there is a health centre located at Alverno Heights, Laytown, at
present. While this centre was extended several years ago, given the rapid growth in population
in east County Meath, difficulties are being experienced regarding its existing capacity. At
present, the centre provides a range of services, including general practitioner services, public
health nursing services and community welfare officer services. Consultation rooms also are
available for visiting allied health professionals such as speech and language therapists and the
area medical officer.

In keeping with the primary care strategy, the HSE is developing proposals at present for a
primary care team in Laytown. This development will necessitate the renting or leasing of
additional accommodation in the short term. Suitable accommodation for this purpose is being
identified in the Laytown-east County Meath area. The medium-term plan for the Laytown
area is to source new accommodation via a public private partnership process. While a national
advertisement seeking expressions of interest from developers was placed in late 2007, unfortu-
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nately no submissions for the Laytown area were received. It is intended that the advertisement
process will be repeated later in the year as east County Meath remains a priority for a public
private partnership development.

Since 2002, the Government has provided significant new funding to enable the primary care
strategy to be rolled out. In addition to the additional resources being put in place, membership
of primary care teams is drawn from existing professional and other staff working in primary,
community and continuing care services. The Minister for Health and Children, Deputy
Harney, has emphasised to the HSE the importance she attaches to the continued development
and roll-out of primary care teams. I am satisfied that services for the Laytown area will be
significantly enhanced with the development of a primary care team for the area. I again thank
Deputy Byrne for raising the issue and I hope he is satisfied with the response.

Schools Building Projects.

Deputy Joe Costello: I am pleased to have the opportunity of raising this issue again. It
concerns a new school for Gaelscoil Bharra in Cabra, an issue I have been raising virtually
every year I have been a Member of the Dáil. Gaelscoil Bharra is located just off Faussagh
Avenue and has been in prefabricated buildings since it was founded 13 years ago. I am blue
in the face raising the issue with the Minister and trying to determine when some movement will
take place on the part of the Department of Education and Science to replace the prefabricated
buildings with a new school, which the children and the parents have been requesting all
those years.

Recent figures indicated that 40,000 pupils are educated in prefabricated buildings but those
prefabs would be extensions to the original school building. In this case the entire school
building is prefabricated. This has been the case for the past 13 years and it is not good enough.
During the winter time the buildings are cold, damp and unsuitable for children. During the
summer time they are too hot, and when it rains there are pools of water everywhere, including
in the yard, and toilets block up. It is a nightmare for everybody concerned — the staff, the
pupils and their parents.

I raise this issue more than once a year and receive a variation of the same answer, namely,
that the Department of Education and Science is doing its best and that it is on the lookout
for a site for a permanent school but, strangely, 13 years later those people from the Depart-
ment who have been out searching for a site still have not discovered one. I hope this might
be the night the Minister of State will give me the good news that new eagle-eyed civil servants
in the Department of Education and Science have at last discovered a suitable site.

Meanwhile, parents are concerned about their children’s health and the conditions under
which they are educated. The children themselves suffer physically and educationally from the
lack of good quality services. Also, the parents and the staff are constantly fundraising to try
to plug some of the gaps in maintaining the unsuitable buildings that are now well past their
sell-by date.

We are at the end of the construction boom and as we move into something of a recession
and there is no longer an emphasis on the construction of residential dwellings, there may be
scope for moving the construction industry into providing much needed infrastructure of this
nature. I am sure many developers would be delighted to get contracts to build schools. Those
contracts would not be that much different from the type of contracts they would get for
housing estates. This might be an opportunity for the Government to retain its spending power
to do whatever borrowing is necessary. It is the way to go. There is the opportunity to do that
and to try to keep the construction industry moving. If that is the decision of the Government,
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it will be able to address the problem of the large number of prefabs and the need to have
permanent school structures constructed.

I have come into this House too often asking that something suitable in the line of an
educational facility be provided for children who should be cherished by the nation, as we all
know. That is not the case with these particular children. The Minister of State might have
some good information for me tonight.

Deputy John Moloney: I wish I could impart some good information on my first Adjourn-
ment Debate in response to Deputy Costello.

I thank the Deputy for raising the matter as it provides me with the opportunity to outline
to the House the Government’s strategy for capital investment in education projects and also
to outline the current position regarding the future plans for Gaelscoil Bharra, Cabra.

Modernising facilities in our existing building projects as well as the need to respond to
emerging needs in areas of rapid population growth, is a significant challenge and something I
understand will be one of the priorities of the Minister, Deputy O’Keeffe.

The Government has already dramatically increased investment in the schools building prog-
ramme to almost \600 million this year. Under the lifetime of the national development plan,
almost \4.5 billion will be invested in schools. That is an unprecedented level of capital invest-
ment which reflects the commitment of the Government to continue its programme of sustained
investment in primary and post-primary schools.

It will underpin a particular emphasis on the delivery of additional school places in rapidly
developing areas while continuing to develop the Government’s commitment to delivering
improvements in the quality of existing primary and post-primary accommodation throughout
the country. It will also enable the purchase of sites to facilitate the smooth delivery of the
schools building programme, again with the focus being on site requirements in rapidly
developing areas.

On the specific matter raised by Deputy Costello, the Office of Public Works, which acts on
behalf of the Department of Education and Science in regard to site acquisitions generally, had
been requested to source a greenfield site for this Gaelscoil. On foot of advertising, no pro-
posals were received for a greenfield site in the Cabra area. Further to that, the OPW was
requested by the Department to look into building a permanent school on the existing tempor-
ary site.

The further progression of the acquisition of this site will be considered in the context of the
capital budget available to the Department for school buildings generally. The Department is
not in a position to say at this stage when the acquisition will be concluded.

I thank the Deputy and wish I could have been a font of knowledge but, unfortunately, I
cannot be one. I am glad to have the opportunity to outline the current position to the House.

Deputy Joe Costello: I could have written that response for the Minister of State.

Deputy John Moloney: I guessed that.

The Dáil adjourned at 10.35 p.m. until 10.30 a.m. on Wednesday, 2 July 2008.
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Written Answers.

————————

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].

————————

Questions Nos. 1 to 8, inclusive, answered orally.

Questions Nos. 9 to 76, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 77 to 83, inclusive, answered orally.

Farm Improvement Scheme.

84. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if he
will re-open the farm improvement scheme which would help ease the burden on farmers going
forward following the introduction of the Nitrates Directive; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [25555/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The Farm Improve-
ment Scheme was introduced by my Department in July 2007 with funding of \79 million as
agreed under the 2006 Partnership agreement, Towards 2016, and was suspended on 31 October
2007 as applications had reached this level of funding. Indeed, the terms and conditions of the
Scheme specifically provided for its termination when this financial ceiling was reached. 12,675
applications were received from farmers prior to the closing date of the Scheme and these
applications are currently being processed within my Department up to the level of funding
made available for the Scheme. I have no plans at present to reopen the Scheme to new
applications.

The revised Farm Waste Management Scheme which was introduced by my Department in
March 2006, rather than the Farm Improvement Scheme, was the principal measure designed
to assist farmers meet their obligations under the Nitrates Directive and a standard grant-rate
of 60% (70% in the four Zone C counties) is available to farmers who complete investment
works under that Scheme. 48,580 applications were received from farmers under the Farm
Waste Management Scheme and, to date, 41,750 approvals have issued to farmers to commence
work under the Scheme. The remaining applications have either been withdrawn, are awaiting
the receipt of full planning permission or are explained by the receipt of multiple applications
from a single farmer. To date this year, over \110 million has been paid out in grants to farmers
under the Farm Waste Management Scheme compared to \21 million in 2006 and \114 million
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during the 2007 calendar year. Under the terms of the Scheme, all investment works must be
completed by farmers and supporting documentation submitted to my Department by 31
December 2008 and I urge farmers to ensure that this deadline is respected so that they can
avail of the generous grants available.

Fishing Industry Development.

85. Deputy Enda Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the dis-
cussions he has had with the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government
with a view to resolving outstanding difficulties surrounding EU approval of the Operational
Programme for Fisheries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25661/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The National Stra-
tegic Plan for the Irish fisheries sector 2007-2013 was prepared and approved by the Minister
on the 26th November 2007, it was subsequently submitted to the Commission on the 28th
November 2007. The National Strategic Plan sets down a programme of support for fisheries
in line with the Seafood Sector Review Group report, Steering a New Course — strategy for
a restructured, sustainable and profitable Irish seafood industry 2007-13 (the Cawley report),
which was launched by the Taoiseach on 28 January 2007. The funding provisions for the
strategy were set down in the National Development Plan (2007-2013).

My Department and Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM) drew up an Operational Programme for
Fisheries for Ireland to implement the policies and priorities to be co-financed by the European
Fisheries Fund (EFF).

This Operational Programme submitted to the Commission on the on the 6th March 2008
envisages the use of EU funds under the EFF to support decommissioning of fishing vessels,
aquaculture development and environmental/inshore fisheries support, this only forms part of
the commitment to support the sector as set down in the NDP.

As part of the normal consultative process for approval, the Commission adopts a negotiating
position where it sets out in their observations and recommendations with regard to improving
the OP. This negotiating position was received on the 22nd of April 2008, officials from my
Department met the Commission (DG Mare, DG Regio and DG Environment) on 24 April
as part of the formal process in the consideration of Ireland’s O.P.

The issues raised by the Commission were mainly procedural and/or editorial in nature. The
Commission expressed disappointment at the exclusion of measures under the Axis 4 pillar of
the European Fisheries Fund “sustainable development of fisheries areas”. At a meeting
between the Commission and officials of my Department on the 24 April, the Commission
acknowledged Ireland’s commitment to implement these measures under national state aided
measures as outlined in the National Strategic Plan for Fisheries 2007-2013. However, the
Commission continued to press for it’s inclusion under the operational programme.

The Commission also expressed concerns in relation to Ireland’s implementation of certain
EU Directives on the Environment in the context of providing EU funding under the OP
for aquaculture development. The Directives identified are the Birds Directive, the Habitats
Directive, the Shellfish Waters Directive and the Dangerous Substances Directive. The linkage
made by DG Environment between the implementation of these Directives and support for
the development of aquaculture in Ireland is, in our view, disproportionate as the issues arising
in respect of the Directives are significant, complex and challenging. I do not consider that the
Fisheries Operational Programme is an appropriate vehicle for addressing the issues related to
the implementation of these Directives in Ireland. Nevertheless, my officials are working closely
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with their colleagues in the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government to
address issues related to these Directives in the fisheries and aquaculture sectors.

My priority at this time is to secure the agreement of the EU Commission for the Fisheries
Operational Programme and in that context, I am currently reviewing the options available,
including taking aquaculture development out of the Operational Programme and supporting
the industry as national measures. This option would not negatively impact on the development
of the aquaculture sector.

Milk Quota.

86. Deputy Bernard Allen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
approach he will take to negotiations surrounding the changes to milk quotas under CAP
health check proposals; the way the dairy sector can be best supported going forward; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [25605/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The Commission
proposals in the milk sector cover the full range of market management measures currently in
place. While milk quota expansion is at the forefront of these proposals, considerable changes
to other market management measures are also proposed. These include the abolition of
private storage aid for cheese and the disposal aid for butter used in the manufacture of pastry
and ice cream and for direct consumption. The Commission has also proposed making optional
rather than obligatory as at present, the private storage aid for butter, casein aid and the
skimmed milk powder feeding stuff scheme. In addition, the Commission has proposed to
change the current intervention schemes, which guarantee the purchase of up to 30,000 tonnes
of butter and 109,000 tonnes of skimmed milk powder when intervention is open in Member
States, to a tender only scheme. On quotas, the Commission has proposed to increase national
quotas by 1% per annum from 2009/10 to 2013/14 and to allow quotas to expire in 2015.

My approach in these negotiations will be to ensure a ‘soft landing’ towards the eventual
abolition of quotas in 2015. The Health Check provides Irish and EU dairy farmers with a new
opportunity to respond to increased global demand. However, the proposals currently on the
table, in my view, do not meet the expectations of Irish milk producers in meeting the demands
of international dairy markets. A gradual increase in quotas is the most sensible and logical
way to achieve this but we will need to be more ambitious in the annual adjustments of quota
volumes. I will be asking the Commission to bring forward more ambitious quota expansion
proposals in these negotiations and moreover, I want to keep the existing market management
measures in place to cater for any price volatility that may occur during the transition period.

Domestic Abattoirs.

87. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the position
regarding the scheme for grant aid for the establishment of abattoirs; if he will provide details
on the uptake of this funding and the way information on this scheme is being circulated; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25670/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): My Department has
supported capital investment into the marketing and processing of agricultural products in
various sectors. In December 2007 my Department invited applications in the areas of horticul-
ture, livestock marts and small slaughterhouses and low throughput meat establishments. The
closing date for receipt of applications was the 29th of February 2008.

In respect of small slaughterhouses and low throughput meat establishments, a total of 51
eligible applications were received. These eligible applications are undergoing a detailed assess-
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ment and evaluation process. This process involved, in a considerable number of cases, seeking
additional information from the applicants in terms of business plans, financial information and
technical drawings. The evaluation process is nearing completion.

Farm Waste Management.

88. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
number of applicants to the waste management scheme who have confirmed their intention to
proceed with construction under the scheme; his views on whether that take up of the scheme
is not as envisaged; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25617/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The revised Farm
Waste Management Scheme was introduced by my Department in March 2006 in order to
assist farmers meet the additional requirements of the Nitrates Directive. Under the Scheme,
grant-aid is available at a standard grant-rate of 60% (70% in the four Zone C counties) to
farmers who complete investment works under the Scheme. As the Scheme formed part of the
2000-2006 National Development Plan, it had to close for applications at the end of 2006.

48,580 applications were received from farmers under the Scheme by the closing date and,
to date, 41,750 approvals have issued to farmers to commence work under the Scheme. Farmers
are required to notify the Department when they are commencing work under the Scheme
and, to date, about 17,000 farmers have indicated to the Department that they have commenced
but not yet completed works. The remaining farmers have either already completed and have
been paid, or have not yet commenced work under the Scheme. The rate of commencement is
in line with previous on-farm investment schemes operated by my Department.

Under the terms of the Scheme, farmers must complete the investment works concerned and
submit a payment claim to my Department by the end of this year. A notice has recently been
sent to all farmers holding an approval to commence work under the Scheme reminding them
of the importance of compliance with this deadline.

Road Safety.

89. Deputy Ruairı́ Quinn asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the steps
he has taken to promote road safety among members of the farming community using agricul-
tural vehicles on public roads in summer; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[25573/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): I am concerned with
all levels of safety on our farms and the use of agricultural vehicles on public roads. I fully
support the work of the Department of Transport, which is the lead Department for all matters
relating to road safety, and also the Road Safety Authority (RSA), which is the Agency estab-
lished under the aegis of the Department of Transport to take a lead role in the area of
road safety.

I agree completely with the joint summer road safety appeal issued by the Road Safety
Authority in conjunction with the IFA in early June, which urged road users to be aware of
the increase in the number of agricultural vehicles over the Summer and Autumn period. This
appeal also highlighted the fact that:

• Drivers of agricultural vehicles are governed by road traffic laws,

• Standards in relation to vehicle roadworthiness, lighting and tax must be adhered to,
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• Agricultural vehicles must have proper working brakes on both tractor and trailer units
and they must be fitted with lights, reflectors and indicators,

• The tractor should carry no passengers unless it is equipped to do so,

• Trailers should not be used for transporting people unless it has provision for carrying
them, and

• Tractors must be fitted with safety frames.

Farm Improvement Scheme.

90. Deputy Kathleen Lynch asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the posi-
tion regarding the applications to the farm improvement scheme submitted in the last ten days
before closure of the scheme from 21 to 31 October 2007; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [25558/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The Farm Improve-
ment Scheme was introduced by my Department in July 2007 with funding of \79 million as
agreed under the Partnership agreement, Towards 2016. The Scheme was suspended on 31
October 2007 as applications received has reached this level of funding. It was specifically made
clear, at the time of its launch, that the Scheme would be terminated when this financial ceiling
had been reached and this was also specifically provided for in the terms and conditions of the
Scheme. 12,675 applications were received from farmers prior to the closing date of the Scheme.

These applications are currently being processed within my Department up to the level of
funding made available for the Scheme in the above-mentioned Partnership agreement.

Greenhouse Gas Emissions.

91. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if all new
policy initiatives in agriculture are carbon proofed; the steps he will take to meet Ireland’s
national obligation to reduce carbon emissions; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25659/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): Climate change has
potentially serious implications not just for agriculture but for all sectors of the economy. The
Irish agricultural pasture-based production system has many advantages in terms of sus-
tainability and in a decoupled environment, efficiency of production is pursued which means
that carbon emissions per unit of production are kept as low as possible.

In the context of carbon proofing, the agriculture sector will continue to effect production
efficiencies in order that the emissions per unit of food produced are as low as possible. In this
regard it can be expected that in 2008 the continued implementation of the Nitrates Regulations
will result in better utilization of nutrients, with a consequent reduction in nitrogen applications.
Other measures which will contribute to greenhouse gas abatement, such as the encouragement
of minimum tillage, the use of clover swards and the adoption of low emission trailing shoe
technology for slurry spreading have been introduced under the new Rural Environment Pro-
tection Scheme.

Carbon sequestration by Ireland’s forests is a significant element in the National Climate
Change Strategy and will play a very important role in meeting our Kyoto targets. Both forest
products and energy crops also contribute to the reduction in carbon dioxide emissions by
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acting as substitutes for fossil fuels and my Department continues to support participation in
the EU Energy Crops Scheme and the Bioenergy Scheme in 2008.

I realise that further initiatives will be needed to address the challenge of climate change,
which is why my Department has committed substantial funding, under the Research Stimulus
Fund, to various research projects devoted to identifying sustainable greenhouse gas reduction
measures. A comprehensive analysis of research needs has been carried out by my Department
and will be used to inform future calls for research in the area of climate change.

Departmental Schemes.

92. Deputy Tom Sheahan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if he will
introduce a tie-up scheme for fisherman where boats could be tied up on a rota basis to help
fisherman through this rough period; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25596/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): At the Council of
Fisheries meeting in Luxembourg last week, which Minister Killeen and I attended, EU Fisher-
ies Commissioner Borg, undertook to come back to the next Council meeting on the 15th July
with definitive proposals to address the issues facing fishermen.

In the interim, I will continue to use every avenue open to me, as will Minister Killeen to
convey in the strongest possible terms the depth of feeling of Irish fishermen on the situation
facing them at present. I believe that the resolution to the current difficulties can only be
achieved in a European context. In this regard, we will continue to press for a package of EU-
funded measures to address the difficulties experienced by fishermen across Europe, partic-
ularly in Ireland.

I was heartened by the support I received from my fellow Ministers at Council and am also
pleased with the progress made in a number of other areas of concern to Irish fishermen. I
believe the meeting was positive as regards the restructuring of the industry and action to
combat illegal fishing. I welcome the agreement reached at Council on a new regulation to
combat landings of illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fish from within and outside
the EU.

Sheep Sector.

93. Deputy Joe Costello asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if he will
remove the obstacles holding back payment of the \34 million sheep package committed by the
Government to the sector in 2007; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25548/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The series of
measures announced by my predecessor last year in support of the sheep sector constitute the
response to the report of the Sheep Strategy Development Group — the Malone Report.
Together, these measures form a comprehensive package that recognises the importance of the
sheep sector and that addresses the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead.

Good progress is being made in implementing the various measures. These include the fol-
lowing initiatives.

REPS

My Department secured European Commission approval for a new supplementary measure
in REPS 4 promoting mixed grazing of cattle and sheep. Under this supplementary measure a
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farmer can qualify for an annual payment of up to \1,000 in addition to his or her basic
REPS payment.

National Reserve

Payments of an additional \6m to qualifying sheep farmers were issued under the 2007
National Reserve.

Breed Improvement Programme

Progress is being made by my Department in discussions with ICBF, Teagasc, Breed Societies
and Farm bodies on the proposal for ICBF to take over the management of a Sheep Breed
Improvement Programme for the sheep sector. It is hoped to have an interim structure in place
for the 2008-2009 breeding year.

Mechanical Grading

Trials have been carried out on the use of new technology to allow for the mechanical
grading of carcasses in the sheepmeat sector and the results are being assessed.

Lamb Quality Assurance Scheme

The lamb quality assurance scheme, which was established in 2007, has seen some 6,000
farms being registered to date.

Bord Bia

Bord Bia is continuing to organise strategic marketing campaigns in selected European
markets. Along with its French and British counterparts Bord Bia is undertaking a 3-year
generic lamb promotion on the very important French market to promote lamb to younger
consumers.

Teagasc

Teagasc have developed a comprehensive plan to restructure their sheep support services,
including a programme for Technology Evaluation and Transfer farms, which includes hill and
lowland areas.

These measures complement those to be taken by the industry itself in implementation of the
Malone Report. I am confident that these form the right approach and will help to address
potential difficulties. I am very conscious of the concerns within the sector and my predecessor
raised these at the EU Council of Agriculture Ministers’ meeting on 17 March. While definitive
conclusions on possible support action were not reached, our concerns were shared by a large
number of colleagues and it was generally recognised that the needs of the sector should be
borne in mind in the CAP “health check” considerations.

Grant Payments.

94. Deputy Seán Barrett asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if he will
introduce a ewe grant scheme as proposed by a recently published EU report; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [25609/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): Premia payments for
ewes ceased on the introduction of the Single Farm payment in 2005 and the re-introduction
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of a headage payment would not be easily achieved without consequences for the Single
Farm Payment.

The European Parliament report, to which the Deputy refers, makes an important contri-
bution to the ongoing consideration of the future of the sheep sector in Europe. In that context,
my predecessor raised the issue at the EU Council of Agriculture Ministers last March. Com-
missioner Fisher Boel has indicated that the needs of the sector would be borne in mind in the
CAP “Health Check”.

I would also point out that the mixed grazing supplementary measure under REPS 4 is
specifically targeted at the sheep sector. Under this measure a farmer can qualify for an annual
payment of up to \1,000 in addition to his or her basic REPS payment.

Training Programmes.

95. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food his views
on providing training for redundant fishermen to re-train for the Merchant Navy; the steps he
has taken to implement same; his views on meeting with the Department of Enterprise, Trade
and Employment to put together a plan to provide incentives for fishermen to take up this re-
training; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25598/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): Work is ongoing to
facilitate the crew impacted by the decommissioning scheme who wish to re-train for the Mer-
chant Navy. It should be noted that responsibility for setting the standards whereby fishermen
can retrain for the Merchant Navy rests solely with the Marine Survey Office (MSO) of the
Department of Transport (DoT).

BIM have been working closely with the MSO in this regard and most recently, have been
asked to submit a proposal to them in relation to transfer and progression from fishing Certifi-
cates of Competency to merchant marine Certificates of Competency. This proposal is under
active consideration at the moment. There are a number of technical issues to be resolved in
this process and BIM continues to be engaged with the MSO in this regard and I am pushing
for early delivery of these measures. I would also be supportive of incentives for such training
to be made available and I have asked BIM to pursue options in this regard.

In addition, all fishermen are eligible to undertake BIM training programmes including those
serving on vessels that are decommissioning. In this regard, BIM and FÁS have agreed to co-
operate to provide training for fishing vessel crewmembers that find themselves without a job
when their fishing vessel is decommissioned. Both agencies will work closely together to
provide retraining, up-skilling or diversification opportunities in the seafood industry or else-
where in the economy.

Diversification into other marine related areas such as aquaculture or seafood processing or
training to become Department of Transport (DoT) certificated skippers, mates and engineers,
or undertake Global Maritime Distress and Safety System radio and other skills training will
be available to crew through BIM. For those who wish to retrain to enter the marine tourism
sector or handle workboats authorised to carry passengers (e.g. on fish farms), BIM can provide
training to enable them gain the DoT Passenger Boat Proficiency Certificate.

The training funding provided by Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM) is for the delivery of further
education and statutory training courses to the seafood industry. Funds are not allocated to
cover fees for courses in Higher Education or Third Level institutions. There are several grant
schemes available in this regard via the Department of Education and Science and further
information is available from that Department.

136



Questions— 1 July 2008. Written Answers

Notwithstanding, the career options made available to individual fishermen, it is ultimately
a personal decision as to what route they wish to take in their future working lives. Every
encouragement will be afforded to them from the appropriate resources of my Department
and those of BIM to facilitate where possible career changes for fishermen on decom-
missioned vessels.

Food Labelling.

96. Deputy Pat Rabbitte asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the steps
being taken to amend legislation to ensure that foodstuffs of foreign origin cannot be labelled
as produced in Ireland, processed in Ireland or sourced and produced in Ireland; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [25577/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The EU Commission
reviewed the whole area of food labelling and in that context my Department contributed to
Ireland’s submission which was coordinated by the Department of Health & Children. The
Commission subsequently brought forward a proposal for a regulation on the provision of food
information to consumers. This draft regulation will be examined by Council of Health Mini-
sters and the European Parliament under the co-decision procedure. The FSAI proposes to
initiate public consultation on this proposal from July to October this year.

The Deputy will be aware of the measures taken in relation to the labelling of beef both at
retail level and within the catering sector.

My Department, in conjunction with the Department of Health and Children, drafted regu-
lations that would require the country of origin to be indicated on pigmeat, poultry and sheep-
meat. This was notified to the EU Commission in December 2007 as required by legislation.
The Commission was not prepared to adopt the draft regulations in their present format on the
grounds that the proposed legislation is not in compliance with EU food labelling regulations.
However, it indicated that it will reconsider the draft measures once we have submitted
additional explanatory information. This information is currently being prepared for trans-
mission to the Commission.

Departmental Schemes.

97. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if he has
engaged in discussions with the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs with a
view to negotiating the expansion or revision of the rural social scheme in order to provide
support for fishermen considered ineligible for the scheme in view of the financial difficulties
facing the fishing industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25673/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): My colleague, Éamon
Ó Cuı́v, has responsibility for the Rural Social Scheme (RSS) which was established to provide
income support for low income farmers and fisherpersons who are in receipt of certain specified
social welfare payments and to provide certain services of benefit to rural communities. The
scheme is currently available to a wide variety of persons engaged in fishing activity. The
scheme states that Fisherpersons that meet any of the following criteria may be eligible to
participate on the RSS:

• A self-employed fisherperson on a fishing boat, which has been entered in the Register
of Fishing Boats.

• A self-employed fisherperson whose boat has been issued with a Pot Fishing Licence.
The Department of Communication, Marine and Natural Resources introduced this for
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small fishing boats such as currachs who traditionally have fished for Lobsters and were
mainly unlicensed.

• A self-employed fisherperson who has been issued with a Commercial Eel Fishing
Licence from one of the seven Regional Fisheries Boards.

• A self-employed fisherperson who has been issued with a dredging licence for shellfish
from one of the seven Regional Fisheries Boards.

• Holders of an Aquaculture licence issued by the Department of Communication, Marine
and Natural Resources.

• Permit holders for shell fishing issued by a registered Cooperative.

• A self-employed fisherperson who held a Commercial Salmon Fishing Licence that issued
from one of the seven Regional Fisheries Boards.

In relation to the last category, the Department of Communications Energy and Natural
Resources is the Department with responsibility for the Salmon Hardship Scheme. I have no
remit in this area.

My department has been in contact with the Department of Community Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs and has been made aware that no further expansion or revision of the Rural Social
Scheme is to be considered at this time.

Farm Waste Management.

98. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if he will
extend the deadline for the farm waste management scheme in view of the fact that many
applicants to the scheme have been unable to secure contractors to carry out work before the
scheme deadline; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25557/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The revised Farm
Waste Management Scheme was introduced by my Department in March 2006 in order to
assist farmers meet the additional requirements of the Nitrates Directive. Under the Scheme,
a standard grant-rate of 60% (70% in the four Zone C counties) is available to farmers who
complete investment works under the Scheme.

The end-2008 deadline is a condition of the EU state aid approval governing the Farm Waste
Management Scheme, and farmers must complete the works and submit a payment claim to
my Department by end-2008 so that they can qualify for the generous grants available. Indeed,
my Department has recently written to all farmers who have been approved to commence
work under the Scheme to remind them of the importance of compliance with this deadline. I
have no plans to approach the EU Commission to alter the terms of the state aid approval.

Sheep Sector.

99. Deputy Shane McEntee asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the posi-
tion regarding the take up of the \28 million mixed grazing supplementary measure available
to sheep farmers; the way outstanding funds will be utilised should the take up remain low; his
views on whether the eligibility criteria for this scheme is impractical as currently structured;
his views on the need to amend the qualifying criteria in view of the need for aid to sheep
farmers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25666/08]
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Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The mixed grazing
supplementary measure is available to farmers joining REPS 4. Currently, my Department is
in the process of analysing the applications for REPS 4 received up to the closing date of 15
May. The number of farmers opting for the mixed grazing supplementary measure cannot be
determined until this analysis is complete.

The supplementary measure was approved by the European Commission on the basis of the
environmental benefits accruing from following a mixed grazing regime and any change to the
measure would require further Commission approval and could only be justified on environ-
mental grounds. REPS is a voluntary, demand-led scheme and it is open to farmers to opt for
the measure.

Afforestation Programme.

100. Deputy Michael D. Higgins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
action he is taking to address an afforestation rate of less than the 5,000 hectares expected in
2008 which is the lowest in 20 years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25552/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): Early indications
show that planting figures for 2008 should well exceed the 5,000 hectares referred to by the
Deputy. It is worth emphasising that my Department has committed a total of \126 million in
the current year to further the national afforestation programme. The current suite of Afforest-
ation Grant and Premium Schemes, along with the various support measures, is the most finan-
cially attractive package ever made available in the history of forestry in Ireland. The establish-
ment grant covers 100% of the planting costs, while the annual forestry premium is payable to
farmers for 20 years. Both the grant and premium rates have been reviewed in recent times
and increased in order to make the scheme more attractive.

Under the Forest Environment Protection Scheme (FEPS), landowners can receive a pre-
mium of up to \200 per hectare, over and above their forestry premium, should they choose
to participate in the scheme, which promotes the establishment of high nature value forestry.
This scheme was launched as a pilot in 2007, and after some refinements, including reducing
the planting level threshold from 8 hectares to 5 hectares, has been adopted into the suite of
afforestation schemes.

My Department is also undertaking significant promotional activities to encourage further
participation in forestry. Radio advertisements aired earlier this year, highlighting the benefits
of planting forests, are supplemented by promotion and publicity in other media throughout
the year.

Earlier this year Mr. John Malone completed a review of the factors affecting the rate of
afforestation in Ireland. His report outlined a number of recommendations, aimed at furthering
the afforestation program, which are currently under review.

With the very attractive financial package available and the promotional efforts supporting
the planting programme, I believe that an increase in the afforestation rate can be achieved.

Pesticide Use.

101. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food his views
on the proposals to revise pesticide authorisation laws; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25556/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): I supported most of
the provisions contained in the draft EU Regulation. However there were a number of aspects
of the Regulation that give rise to very significant concern on my part.
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I am particularly concerned that the use of ‘hazard-based cut-off criteria’, as a basis for the
approval of substances, ignores the scientific principle of risk assessment. Of course it is
important that the use of substances in plant protection products should be appropriately con-
trolled. Some substances, which may fail to meet the cut-off criteria, are crucial to crop protec-
tion in Ireland. Their withdrawal may cause significant agronomic and economic damage with-
out securing any significant reduction in human or environmental exposures to these types
of substances.

I am also concerned about the absence of a detailed, up-to-date impact assessment on the
effects of the current text on the competitiveness and sustainability of Irish and European
agriculture. For these reasons, and despite supporting most of the provisions contained in the
draft Regulation, I abstained from a vote on the Regulation at Council and provided a state-
ment for the minutes to this effect.

Food Aid.

102. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
the total allocation for Ireland under the most deprived food aid scheme; the length of time
that scheme has been in operation; the amount Ireland has drawn down under this scheme per
year since its introduction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25545/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): COMMISSION
REGULATION (EEC) No 3149/92 of 29 October 1992 lays down detailed rules for the supply
of food from intervention stocks for the benefit of the most deprived persons in the Com-
munity. Normally food that is distributed under Regulation 3149/92 is sourced from inter-
vention stocks. Butter and beef have been used in previous years, with some butter being traded
for cheddar cheese. This year because there are no stocks of butter or beef in intervention, the
EU Commission allocated \147,834 to Ireland to buy dairy product for distribution.

This is the first year that food has been purchased. Food has been previously allocated from
intervention stocks for use by charities. The following table shows the product applied for and
the tonnage for each of the last ten years.

Year Product Tonnage

1999 No relevant Intervention Stock —

2000 No relevant Intervention Stock —

2001 Butter 60

2002 Butter 60

2003 Canned Beef 800

Butter 60

2004 Butter 60

2005 — —

Butter 20

2006 Cheese 50

Butter 20

2007 Cheese 30

2008 Cheese 25
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WTO Talks.

103. Deputy Róisı́n Shortall asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if he will
report on the most recent negotiations relating to a new World Trade Organisation deal; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25580/08]

115. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
position in regard to discussions on the agri-sector in the World Trade Organisation; the pro-
posals received or made by him in this context; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25588/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 103 and 115 together.

The WTO Director General announced on Friday last that he will propose that a WTO
Ministerial meeting take place in Geneva in the week commencing 21 July. The purpose of this
meeting is to finalise the modalities or detailed texts of agreements on agriculture and non-
agricultural market access (NAMA). It is envisaged that a Signalling Conference on Trade in
Services will take place at the same time.

In preparation for the conference, it is expected that there will be further engagement on
agriculture and NAMA for the remainder of this week with revised texts due towards the
end of next week. This will be followed by meetings at official level in the run up to the
Ministerial Conference.

If agreement is reached on Agriculture and NAMA modalities at this time, the expectation
is that, in the period needed to produce detailed WTO schedules, the other areas of negotiation
would be concluded so that the final overall agreement would be in place by the end of 2008.

It is by no means clear that this objective will be achieved. In addition to the large number
of complex issues across the broad spectrum of negotiating areas which are unresolved, the
uncertainty in the US political situation could play a crucial role in whether this proposed
timetable for reaching a final agreement is achieved.

I am very concerned about some of the proposals being made in the agriculture negotiations
and with the lack of balance in the overall process to date. It is not acceptable that the current
negotiations are focused on agriculture while other negotiating areas are not making progress.

The Irish Government has and will continue to take every opportunity to express our con-
cerns in the strongest terms in the various EU and WTO meetings dealing with these nego-
tiations. I recently met my French counterpart in Dublin, and the current state of play and
imbalance in these WTO negotiations were high on the agenda of this meeting. I can report
that France and Ireland share the same concerns on the direction of these negotiations and
will continue to insist that the Commission does not accept a deal which undermines EU
agricultural production. I have also had bilateral meetings with my colleagues from Spain and
Poland and they too share our concerns.

The Commission, including Commissioner Mandelson and his officials, are well aware of
Ireland’s views on the matter. These views have been articulated clearly and consistently at all
available forums over the last several years, including bilateral meetings, meetings of the Article
133 Committee, the Agriculture Council and the General Affairs Council and in bilateral meet-
ings with the Commission.

At last week’s Agriculture Council of Ministers meeting, I re-emphasised to the Agriculture
Commissioner, Mrs. Fischer Boel and to the Council as a whole, Ireland’s concerns. I referred
in particular to the changes that had taken place since WTO negotiations commenced in 2001
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and I insisted that the new challenges of climate change and food security must be taken on
board in any deal.

In the margins of the Council, a group of 20 EU countries reaffirmed their deep concerns
about the WTO negotiations. I will continue to ensure that Ireland plays a leading role in this
Group of like-minded Member States. I will continue to work closely with like-minded Mini-
sters in other Member States to seek support for my position.

At official level, my Department, and other Departments involved, have and will continue
to work assiduously in the various technical meetings to ensure Ireland’s interests are best
protected.

In summary, I will continue to pursue an outcome which does not undermine the 2003
reforms of the CAP and ensures that Irish and EU agriculture can compete on world markets.

As regards specific submissions received by my Department, I can confirm that submissions
have been received from a number of stakeholders over the period of the negotiations. These
submissions form the basis for a large element of the work of the WTO Consultative Commit-
tee, which was established for the express purpose of consultation and advice on the negotiating
round. I can also confirm that, where appropriate, we have made oral and written submissions
to the Commission on a range of issues related to the WTO.

Farm Safety.

104. Deputy Pat Rabbitte asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the fact that there has been a 110% increase in the average number of
fatal farm accidents between 1993 and 2007 on farms among those over 60 years of age; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [25576/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): I am aware and very
concerned with the increase in fatal farm accidents between 1993 and 2007 involving farmers
over 60 years of age. I fully support the work of the Health and Safety Authority (HSA), the
statutory body established under the 1989 Safety Health and Welfare at Work Act, which
works in partnership with the agriculture and forestry sectors to improve health and safety in
farm and forestry workplaces.

While there is a general downward trend in the rate of fatal farm accidents in recent years,
there is an alarming increase in the number of fatal accidents to farmers over 60 years of age.
The majority of these accidents were associated with tractors/machinery, livestock and falls.
The Farm Safety Partnership Advisory Committee, of which my Department is a member, are
planning to target the promotion of safety for older farmers as part of their new Farm Safety
Action Plan for 2008-2012.

State Bodies.

105. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
salaries and emoluments and other benefits received by the chief executives of the boards,
agencies and other bodies funded by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25682/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The following is the
information requested by the Deputy in relation to the salaries and other benefits received by
the Chief Executives of the commercial and non-commercial State sponsored bodies under the
aegis of my Department:
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Agency Remuneration Pension Scheme Ancillary Benefits

\

Coillte Teoranta 297,024 Yes Performance Related Bonus Scheme
Expenses incurred on behalf of the Company
Health Insurance

Irish National Stud 104,668 Yes Performance Related Bonus Scheme
Expenses incurred in or about the performance of

duties
Accommodation
Car

Teagasc 158,824 Yes Expenses incurred in or about the performance of
duties

Performance Related Award Scheme
Car

National Milk Agency 88,142 Yes Expenses incurred in or about the performance of
duties

Bord Bia 158,824 Yes Bonus Scheme
Expenses incurred in or about the performance of

duties
Car

Coford 100,867 Yes Expenses incurred in or about the performance of
duties

Sea Fisheries Protection Authority 114,581 Yes Expenses incurred in or about the performance of
duties

Bord Iascaigh Mhara 130,235 Yes Expenses incurred in or about the performance of
duties

Marine Institute 143,450 Yes Annual Bonus Scheme
Expenses incurred in or about the performance of

duties

Sea Fishery Offences.

106. Deputy Jim O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food his views
on whether there is a realistic opportunity to discuss the issue of administrative sanctions for
minor sea fishery offences; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25600/08]

107. Deputy Jim O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if progress
has been made in assessing the issues in relation to administrative sanctions for minor sea
fishery offences. [25599/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 106 and 107 together.

Since 1959 Ireland has applied its criminal law in relation to fisheries matters and, since our
membership of the European Community, Ireland has applied the criminal law in the enforce-
ment of fisheries policy. Successive Governments have applied the criminal law. We do this to
protect fish stocks and to seek to avoid financial penalties being imposed on the State and the
Irish taxpayer.

The possibility of introducing administrative sanctions was comprehensively considered,
including an examination of practices in other Member States, at the time of the passage of
the Sea Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Bill through the Oireachtas. The position taken by
the Minister at the time was based on the legal advice from the Attorney General.

In response to recent representations on this matter from the Federation of Irish Fishermen
I have asked the Attorney General to examine this issue and consider if there have been any
new developments which might support the introduction of a regime of administrative sanctions
for fisheries offences in Ireland, at least for minor offences.
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Fishery Quota.

108. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if
he will continue to lobby the EU for a bigger quota for Irish fishermen in their own waters;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25544/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): In relation to quota
allocations, the position is that Ireland’s shares of the main fish stocks were set in the early
1980’s when fish stocks were being shared out between EU Member States. The share allo-
cations were based on catch records and reflected the fishing levels of the Irish fleet and other
Member states’ fleets at that time. The percentage shares held by each Member State have
generally remained the same for over 20 years under the principle of relative stability.

It has been a priority of successive Irish fisheries Ministers to try to have these shares
improved. The Common Fisheries Policy was reviewed in 1992 and again in 2002 and in both
cases substantial efforts were made to push Ireland’s case for increased shares of important
stocks but without success. Ireland received no support from other Member States for changes
in the allocation keys for the share out of stocks.

The practical reality is that to achieve an increase in Ireland’s share of catches, other Member
States would have to take a cut in their shares. This is all the more difficult to achieve when
the total allowable catches (TACs) of all the main commercial species are falling and the reality
is that achieving support for such an outcome at the December Agriculture and Fisheries
Council, where quotas are fixed for the following year, is not deliverable. At this point the
European Commission and other Member States largely take the view that the quota shares
are fixed and not subject to ad-hoc changes pending any more fundamental review of the
Common Fisheries Policy.

The next overall review of the basic framework of the Common Fisheries Policy is not
scheduled until 2012.

The CFP reform package, agreed in December 2002, included key national priorities such as:

• the continued recognition of the Hague quota preferences, which are very important to
Ireland as they give Ireland a higher share of certain important fish stocks than was
agreed in the 1980’s;

• an action plan to address the problem of juvenile fish catches;

• stronger control and enforcement; and

• the establishment of Regional Advisory Councils giving fishermen a strong voice in shap-
ing future fisheries policy at EU level.

Following protracted negotiations at the December 2007 Agriculture and Fisheries Council
total package of 182,699 tonnes of fish was secured for the Irish Fishing Industry for 2008. This
was a significant success given that the initial proposal by the European Commission involved
cuts of up to 25% for 25 of the 37 stocks of importance to Ireland. The crucial Hague quota
preferences were also successfully defended after a number of Member States attempted to
have them set aside. It appears that this system is likely to be challenged again this year and
in that regard I want to assure the House that I will strongly resist any proposals to reduce or
abolish our entitlements under these measures.

The Cawley Report “Steering A New Course — Strategy for a Restructured, Sustainable
and Profitable Irish Seafood Industry 2007-2013” sets out a clear strategy to maximise the value
of quotas focused on increasing the value of seafood at every stage from the net to the fork. I
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am satisfied that the effective implementation of this Strategy, which the Government has
endorsed, will deliver a sustainable, profitable and self-reliant industry that will maximise its
long term contribution to coastal communities. I am fully committed to working efficiently and
effectively with the industry to deliver this strategy.

109. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food his views
on the practice whereby fishermen are required to dump bycatch which is not covered by a
quota; his plans to review this practice; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[25591/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The issue of high
levels of discards in commercial sea fisheries is a global problem and is on the agenda of all
major international organisations who deal with the development of sustainable sea fisheries
and protection of marine ecosystems.

Discarding is usually a feature of mixed fisheries where one species may be the target of
fishing activity, but other species may be caught accidentally in the fishing gear. It can also
occur for economic reasons, i.e., when smaller, less valuable fish are dumped in favour of larger,
more marketable ones (a practice known as high-grading).

The discarding issue is already being addressed at a European level through measures reg-
ulating fishing gear, such as adjusting net mesh sizes or requiring acoustic devices to be attached
to fishing gear. A new discard policy which aims to stop the practice of discarding is under
preparation and a consultation process is currently underway with all the stakeholders. An
effective resolution of the discards issue will likely require a combination of new policy and
technical measures.

At my meeting on the 18th of June with Commissioner Borg I raised this issue as a priority
for me, and for the Federation of Irish Fishermen. While he advised that finding effective
solutions is challenging, he restated his commitment to continue to prioritise the current work
programme agreed by the Council in June 2007. I will continue to press for progress on this
issue at national, EU and international levels and I am confident that, with the co-operation,
collaboration and commitment of all the stakeholders, significant improvements can be
achieved in this most sensitive area for the long term sustainability of our industry.

Food Imports.

110. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if he has
proposals to introduce a ban on the importation of pate foie gras in view of the fact that it is
illegal to produce it in this country. [25339/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The production of
pate foie gras is not banned in Ireland. The importation of this product is regulated at EU
level and there are no current proposals to ban this trade.

Afforestation Programme.

111. Deputy Eamon Gilmore asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if he
will introduce a broadleaf thinning scheme which is vital to ensure the production of high
quality crop; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25551/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The Broadleaf Thin-
ning and Tending Scheme aims to improve the quality of broadleaf plantations by encouraging
thinning and tending at a young age. Demand for all the forestry schemes is quite high this
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year, relative to the funds available. The Department is now in the process of prioritising
expenditure within the Forestry budget as a whole.

State Appointments.

112. Deputy P. J. Sheehan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the way,
following the announcement of a complaints officer to deal with fishermen’s complaints by the
Sea Fishery Protection Authority, this person will be appointed; the terms of their appointment;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25680/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The Sea Fisheries and
Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006, provided for the establishment of the Sea-Fisheries Protection
Authority (SFPA). This independent authority was established on January 1st 2007. The Act
clearly provides that the Authority is solely responsible for the appointment of a complaints
officer and consequently I have no remit with regard to that particular appointment.

EU Council Meetings.

113. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if he
will report on the Agriculture Council meeting in Brussels in June 2008; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [25683/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The Agriculture and
Fisheries Council took place on 23/24 June. I represented Ireland together with my colleague
Tony Killeen, Minister of State.

The Council reached political agreement on the following proposals for Council Regulations:

• Establishment of a Community system to prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unreported
and unregulated fishing;

• Fishing authorisations for Community vessels in third country waters and third country
vessels in Community waters; and

• The protection of vulnerable marine ecosystems in the high seas from the adverse impacts
of bottom fishing gears.

The Council also reached a common position under the co-decision procedure on a proposal
for a Regulation of the European Parliament and the Council concerning the placing of plant
protection products on the market. I abstained in the vote on this proposal because of my
concerns that the use of “hazard-based cut-off criteria” as a basis for the approval of substances
ignored the scientific principles of risk assessment. Some of the substances which fail to meet
the criteria are crucial to crop protection in Ireland and their withdrawal may cause agronomic
and economic damage.

Aside from the agreements reached, the Council also had discussions covering a variety of
agriculture and fisheries issues. These included a policy debate on the CAP Health check,
focused on the issues of further decoupling and the possibility of specific support in vulnerable
regions and sector. Commissioner Fischer Boel provided Ministers with an update on devel-
opments in the WTO negotiations. In addition, Member States raised issues concerning safe-
guard measures in the bovine sector arising from Bluetongue, the recent evolution of costs and
prices in respect of animal products, the adaptation of the BSE surveillance system, the safety
and compliance with Community rules of food, feed, animal and plant imports and the co-
ordination of veterinary and border controls.
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As to fisheries, there was a wide-ranging debate on the impact of increased fuel prices on
the fisheries sector. Also on the agenda was Ireland’s request to the Commission, submitted
jointly with France and the UK, for an increase in the 2008 TAC (Total Allowable Catch) for
cod in the Celtic Sea. The Commission also presented its annual Policy Statement for Fishing
Opportunities, which outlines its approach to setting TACs for quota species for 2009, and
there was a discussion on the adoption of the updated EU-Islamic Republic of Mauritania
Fisheries Partnership Agreement.

Poultry Sector.

114. Deputy Seán Sherlock asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food his views
on the situation which has arisen at a poultry producer (details supplied) which has been placed
in interim examinership which management claim has largely come about due to lax laws in
relation to food labelling; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25578/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): I am aware that the
poultry industry not only in Ireland but also throughout Europe is facing increasing difficulties
in maintaining profitability. The ever-increasing fuel costs along with high prices of feeding
stuff is continuing to apply pressures on the trade.

In the context of labelling my Department in conjunction with the Department of Health
and Children, drafted National Regulations that would require an indication of country of
origin on poultrymeat, pigmeat and sheepmeat. There is already such a provision for beef.

While the Commission adopted a negative opinion to this on the grounds that the proposed
legislation was not in compliance with EU food labelling regulations, it afforded us the oppor-
tunity to provide further information. Such information has been provided recently and the
Commission has three months to consider it.

Question No. 115 answered with Question No. 103.

Animal Diseases.

116. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if he will
provide a progress report on the establishment of a bio-security unit to provide security against
threats from animal diseases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25583/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): My Department’s
responsibilities extend to animal and plant health and the diseases of these sectors. In this
regard it works closely with the Department of Health & Children and the Health Services
Executive in relation to the public health aspects of and the potential implications for human
health posed by these diseases, as for example in relation to avian ‘flu which crosses both dis-
ciplines.

I am acutely conscious of the threats of various animal disease outbreaks and my Department
continually reassesses such threats and the dangers posed to Ireland. On the basis of such risk
assessments, I and my officials on an ongoing basis review the adequacy of our control measures
aimed at mitigating the risk of the introduction of such diseases to this country. As part of this
review process, my Department has offered and continues to offer biosecurity advice to farmers
in relation to diseases such as foot-and-mouth, avian ‘flu and bluetongue. This advise is updated
as appropriate and made available in leaflet form, through the national newspapers or on my
Department’s website.
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My Department within its own internal competency and facilities operates a wide range of
surveillance, monitoring, controls, systems and processes which regulate, monitor and manage
the risks posed by diseases and pests. These competencies and skills encompass professional,
veterinary, scientific, bacteriological, microbiological, virological, epidemiological, administra-
tive and legal expertise, all of which contribute, as appropriate, to the process. My Depart-
ment’s state of the art veterinary and agriculture laboratories at Backweston also continue to
develop as centres of excellence increasing their range of diagnostic services to underpin any
challenges posed to animal, plant health or food safety. All of these professions and disciplines
are constantly upskilling and re-training.

In addition to its range of internal resources, my Department can rely on extensive external
expertise, and assistance from State agencies, as well as organisations such as Birdwatch Ireland
and academic expertise, such as for example, that provided by the Centre for Veterinary Epi-
demiology and Risk Analysis in UCD (CVERA) and the Department of Zoology at NUI,
Galway in dealing with diseases or threats of diseases.

I am satisfied that my Department has available to it all the relevant expertise to ensure that
the necessary biosecurity controls and precautions are exercised and taken both at points of
import and at the farm gate. Nonetheless, I am anxious to bring a greater focus to and place a
greater emphasis on the need for constant vigilance in the area of biosecurity and, for that
reason, I have decided to establish, as a division within my Department, “Biosecurity Ireland”
with a remit to ensure the exclusion, eradication or effective management of risks posed by
diseases and pests to the economy, the environment as well as to human and animal health.

Farmers’ Rights.

117. Deputy Eamon Gilmore asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food his
views on the introduction of a 14 day advance notice period for all farm inspections in the
drawing up of a new charter of rights for farmers; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25550/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): My Department, in
the context of delivering the Direct Payment Schemes worth up to \1.9bn annually, is required
to carry out on-the-spot inspections on a number of farms covering land eligibility, and cross-
compliance. A minimum of 5% of applicants are inspected annually under the eligibility rule.
Up to two-thirds of these inspections are carried out without a farm visit and using the tech-
nique of remote sensing. Cross-compliance involves two key elements:

• A requirement for farmers to comply with 18 Statutory Management Requirements
(SMRs) set down in EU legislation on the environment, food safety, animal health and
welfare and plant health; and

• A requirement to maintain the farm in good agricultural and environmental condition
(GAEC).

The rate of on-farm inspection required for cross-compliance is 1% of those farmers to whom
the Statutory Management Requirements or GAEC apply. However at least 5% of producers
must be inspected under the Bovine Animal Identification and Registration requirements while
3% must be inspected under the rules governing sheep and goat identification.
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A Commission report on the application of cross-compliance was presented to the April
2007 Agriculture Council and Council conclusions were adopted in June 2007. The following
issues were covered in the conclusions:

• Tolerance for minor non-compliance

• Introduction of a “de minimis” rule for penalties

• Harmonisation of control rates

• Advance notice of Inspections

• Reviewing the “10 month land availability rule”

• Making better use of the results of existing controls in the context of risk analysis for
cross-compliance

• Phasing in of cross-compliance for new Member States.

Council and Commission Regulations are now in place implementing the new arrangements
with effect from 1 January 2008.

Under the new regime, while all inspections should generally be unannounced, a Member
State can give up to 14 days notice for land eligibility inspections and for cross-compliance
inspections involving SMRs other than those related to animal identification and registration,
food, feed, and animal welfare. For checks involving animal identification and registration, the
maximum advance notice is 48 hours provided that the purpose of the inspection is not jeopard-
ised. For SMRs dealing with feed, food and animal welfare no advance notice may be given.

My Department is required to ensure that the control environment established under cross-
compliance is robust and meets with regulatory and audit requirements. Nevertheless, my
Department believed that the cross-compliance provisions were overly complex for farmers
and has sought and gained appropriate simplification in the context of the review of cross-
compliance conducted by the Commission and the Regulations introduced as a result.

It is intended however, that further simplification of the cross-compliance arrangements will
be pursued in the context of the CAP Health Check.

EU Council Meetings.

118. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the action
he will take regarding short term financial support to fishermen in advance of the next Council
of Ministers meeting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25590/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): At the Council of
Fisheries meeting in Luxembourg last week EU Fisheries Commissioner Borg, undertook to
come back to the next Council meeting on the 15th July with definitive proposals to address
the issues facing fishermen.

However, I will continue to use every avenue open to me, as will Minister Killeen to convey
in the strongest possible terms the depth of feeling of Irish fishermen on the situation facing
them at present. We will continue to press for a package of EU-funded measures to address
the current difficulties experienced by fishermen across Europe, particularly in Ireland.

I was heartened by the support I received from my fellow Ministers at Council and am also
pleased with the progress made in a number of areas of concern to Irish fishermen. I believe
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the meeting was positive as regards the restructuring of the industry and action to combat
illegal fishing. I welcome the agreement reached at Council on a new regulation to combat
landings of illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fish from within and outside the EU.

Pigmeat Sector.

119. Deputy Brian O’Shea asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the steps
being taken by him to reduce the level of salmonella infection in the Irish pig herd; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [25566/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): My Department is
working with pig producers and meat processing plants to improve salmonella controls and
reduce the levels of salmonella in the pig sector. The existing national salmonella control prog-
ramme, which has been in place since 2002, is being revised with the objective of strengthening
key elements at farm level, and during the transport and meat production stages.

Discussions have been taking place with industry representatives and I expect new arrange-
ments to be in place shortly.

Milk Quota.

120. Deputy Liz McManus asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the posi-
tion of Ireland regarding the procurement of an additional milk quota from the EU; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [25563/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The Commission
Health Check proposals in the milk sector cover the full range of market management measures
currently in place, and milk quota expansion is at the forefront of these. The Commission has
proposed to increase national quotas by 1% per annum from 2009/10 to 2013/14 and to allow
quotas to expire in 2015.

My approach in these negotiations will be to ensure a ‘soft landing’ towards the eventual
abolition of quotas in 2015. The Health Check provides Irish and EU dairy farmers with a new
opportunity to respond to increased global demand. However, the proposals currently on the
table, in my view, do not correspond with the expectations of Irish milk producers in meeting
the demands of international dairy markets. A gradual increase in quotas is the most sensible
and logical way to achieve this but we will need to be more ambitious in the annual adjustments
of quota volumes. I will be asking the Commission to bring forward more ambitious quota
expansion proposals in these negotiations and I also want to keep the existing market manage-
ment measures in place to cater for any price volatility that may occur during the transition
period.

Sheep Sector.

121. Deputy Kathleen Lynch asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if he
will introduce a table of sheep prices similar to that produced for beef; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [25559/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): I support the principle
of maximum price transparency at all levels. In Ireland, producer prices at export meat plants
are published weekly by An Bord Bia. This includes a comparison with EU lamb markets.

One of the recommendations of the Sheep Strategy group was a move to mechanical grading
of sheep, as is done for cattle. This will provide an objective assessment of quality and enhance
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price transparency. My Department has facilitated trials on mechanical grading and the results
are currently being considered.

Designated Ports.

122. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if he
has considered the representations from the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority to add ports
to the list of designated landing ports for specific species of fish; if he expects to make further
additions in relation to same; if he will provide the existing list of designated ports for each
species and weight involved; if he has or will add additional ports to these lists; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [25685/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): I have not received
any representations from the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority to add extra ports to the list
of designated landing ports for specific species of fish. The following is a list of landing ports
and details for each species as requested.

I have recently, at the request of industry representatives, approved the addition of the ports
of Kinsale and Schull as designated ports for the landing of Monkfish.

Ports Designated for Landing of Demersal Species:

Species Monk Fish Hake Cod Deep-Water Albacore
Species Tuna

750kg 2 Tonnes 2 Tonnes 100kg All

Designated Ports

Greencastle Yes Yes Yes Yes

Rathmullan

Killybegs Yes Yes Yes Yes

Ros An Mhı́l Yes Yes Yes Yes

Galway Yes

Fenit Yes

An Daingean Yes Yes Yes Yes

Castletownbere Yes Yes Yes Yes

Baltimore

Union Hall Yes Yes Yes Yes

Ringaskiddy Yes

Dunmore East Yes Yes

Waterford Yes

Duncannon

Kilmore Quay Yes

Rosslare Yes

Howth Yes Yes

All Monkfish landings over 150kg are to be hailed; all over 750kgs are to be landed at designated ports.
Monkfish — ‘Four hours notice of his intention to enter port for the purposes of landing monkfish of a quantity in
excess of 150kg’ SI 496/2006.
For the purposes of the Authorisation the designated ports of landing are Greencastle, Killybegs, Ros an Mhı́l, An
Daingean, Castletownbere, Ringaskiddy in the Port of Cork, Dunmore East and Howth.
Hake — ‘not less than four hours notice of his intention to make a landing’ SI 762/2004.

All Cod landings over 1 tonne are to be hailed; all over 2 tonnes are to be landed at designated ports.

Cod — ‘at least four hours notice of the intention to land cod of a quantity in excess of 1 Tonne’ SI 45/2005.
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Ports Designated For Landing Of Pelagic Species:

Species Pelagic Mackerel Horse Nw Celtic Sea Irish Sea Atlant-
Control* Mackerel Herring Herring# Herring Oscand

Herring

Designated Ports

Greencastle

Rathmullan Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Killybegs Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Ros An Mhı́l Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Galway

Fenit

An Daingean Yes Yes Yes Yes

Castletownbere Yes Yes Yes Yes

Baltimore Yes Yes Yes Yes

Union Hall

Ringaskiddy Yes Yes

Dunmore East Yes Yes-U65 Yes

Waterford

Duncannon Yes Yes#

Kilmore Quay

Rosslare

Howth Yes Yes

*All landings over 10 tonnes of Herring (ICES I, II, IV, VI, VII, IIa & Vb) to be hailed and landed at designated
ports.
*All landings over 10 tonnes of Mackerel & Horse Mackerel (ICES IIIa, IV, VI, VII & IIa) to be hailed and landed
at designated ports.
Irish vessels with Horse Mackerel authorisations must land at Rathmullan, Killybegs, Ros An Mhı́l, An Daingean,
Castletownbere or Baltimore only.
Horse mackerel — ‘not less than 4 hours notice of his intention to enter port. ‘Polyvalent HM O65 Authorisation &
Polyvalent HM U65 Authorisation.
Horse mackerel — ‘not less than 4 hours notice of his intention to enter port’ — RSW HM Authorisation.
Irish vessels with Mackerel authorisations must land at Rathmullan, Killybegs, Ros An Mhı́l, An Daingean,
Castletownbere or Baltimore only U65 can also land at Dunmore East.
Mackerel — ‘not less than 4 hours notice of his intention to make such landing’. RSW Mackerel Authorisation.
Mackerel — ‘not less than 4 hours notice of his intention to enter port’ Polyvalent MAC O65 & U65 Authorisations.
Irish vessels with Atlanto-Scand Herring authorisations must land at Rathmullan, Killybegs, Ros An Mhı́l or
Norwegian ports.
Atlanto-Scand Herring — ’not less than four hours notice of intention to enter port’.
#All landings of Celtic Sea herring by Irish vessels are to be hailed. Only U65 vessels can land at Duncannon.

CS Herring — ‘Not less than four hours notice of his intention to enter port’.

Proposed Legislation.

123. Deputy P. J. Sheehan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food further to
Parliamentary Question No. 92 of 20 May 2008, the progress on the Forestry Bill; when he will
be in a position to publish the Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25679/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The General Scheme
of the new Forestry Bill has been prepared and will shortly be submitted to Government for
approval to send to the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel for drafting. I hope to publish the
Bill as soon as possible.
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Common Agriculture Policy.

124. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
position regarding the CAP review and health check; if provision has been made or is expected
to be made to restore the concept of self sufficiency and adequacy and continuity of supply
within the EU; if an assessment has been carried out into the reason for the reduction in supply
in the past three years; if these reasons are expected to be fully addressed; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [25589/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The Commission
presented its legislative proposals on the Health Check to the Informal Agriculture Council in
Slovenia on 27 May. The proposals are currently being examined in Council Working Groups
and the Special Committee on Agriculture. The impact of the whole package of measures on
Irish agriculture will clearly depend on what is agreed at the end of the negotiations. The aim
is to reach agreement at the November meeting of the Council of Agriculture Ministers.

The CAP Health Check does not seek to fundamentally alter the principles of the CAP
which include the concepts of adequacy and continuity of supply within the EU. Rather the
stated purpose of the Commission is to ensure that the CAP is best placed to meet upcoming
challenges including climate change, bio-energy, water management, bio-diversity and food
security.

My aim in the negotiations will be to achieve the best possible outcome for Ireland and for
agriculture. I have already outlined the issues of concern to Ireland to Commissioner Fischer
Boel, to Commission officials, and to colleagues in other Member States. I will continue to
take an active role in the discussions at every opportunity and to reiterate our priorities. These
include:Ensuring that further simplification of the Single Payment Scheme (SPS) and cross-
compliance is delivered;In preparation for expiry of milk quotas in 2015, seeking ambitious
annual quota increases and clear, predictable decisions taken at this stage to give policy cer-
tainty to producers and the industry;Maintaining effective market management measures to
cater for any market volatility that may occur;Opposing the proposed increase in compulsory
modulation.

I will also be seeking a degree of subsidiarity in a number of areas but specifically in relation
to the management of the Single Payment Scheme, to adjust policy to national circumstances.

A consultative process with key stakeholders has been established to advise on the main
issues arising in the Health Check and the output from this will feed into Ireland’s position in
the negotiations.

Departmental Schemes.

125. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if he
will report on his talks in Brussels in June 2008 in relation to a rescue package for fisherman;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25684/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): Minister Killeen and
I attended the Council of Fisheries meeting in Luxembourg last week, where we conveyed in
the strongest possible terms the depth of feeling of Irish fishermen on this matter and the
seriousness of the situation facing them. We outlined a strong case for a package of EU-
funded measures to address the current difficulties experienced by fishermen across Europe,
particularly in Ireland.
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I am particularly pleased with the progress made in a number of areas of concern to Irish
fishermen and I believe the meeting was positive as regards the restructuring of the industry
and action to combat illegal fishing.

I welcome the agreement reached at Council on a new regulation to combat landings of
illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fish from within and outside the EU.

I pressed the Commission to examine new initiatives at EU level to increase the return
received by fishermen at the quayside and improved labelling to assist customers. I also asked
the Commission to bring forward initiatives on research and innovation into ways to develop
more fuel-efficient engines and fishing practices.

I was particularly pleased with the support offered by a number of other Member States and
with the response of the EU Fisheries Commissioner Borg, who has undertaken to come back
to the next Council meeting on the 15th July with definitive proposals to address the issues
facing fishermen. I expect these proposals to include a package of EU funded measures.

Afforestation Programme.

126. Deputy Michael D. Higgins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if
he will provide targeted assistance to those who received the woodland enhancement grant for
pre-1993 plantations in order to bring these plantations in line with current forest practices; if
he will create greater biodiversity to improve plant health and the quality of timber produced;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25553/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): Provision was made
in the forestry programme of the National Development Plan for the introduction of a scheme
to improve the nature quality and biodiversity of older established woodlands. However,
demand for all the forestry schemes is quite high this year, relative to the funds available. The
Department is now in the process of prioritising expenditure within the Forestry budget as
a whole.

Food Labelling.

127. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the initiat-
ives in place to ensure organic food is not mislabelled thereby protecting the consumer; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [25584/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): I am fully committed
to ensuring that consumers can have full confidence in the organic food they buy. For that
reason my Department has assigned additional resources to the Organic Unit and the staff
involved are now systematically inspecting retail outlets, including supermarkets, shops and
farmers markets, checking to ensure that all product identified as organic has been produced
fully in accordance with the organic regulations.

The introduction of the European Communities (Organic Farming) Regulation 2004 (S.I. No
112 of 2004) gave my Department powers to prosecute contraventions of Council Regulation
(EEC) No. 2092/91 on organic production and indications referring thereto on agricultural
products and foodstuffs. This Statutory Instrument was amended in October 2007 to grant
significant additional statutory powers to my Department officials to enable them to carry out
their work in a more effective manner. To date two prosecutions have been successfully brought
for labelling product in contravention of these Regulations. In addition, there have been two
seizures of incorrectly labelled produce.
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Farming Sector.

128. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the action
he is taking to promote the merits and advantages of a career in full-time farming; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [25570/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): Teagasc, the Agri-
culture and Food Development Authority, has responsibility for the provision of education and
training services to the agri-food sector. It actively promotes careers in farming as being very
rewarding and fulfilling with the opportunity to develop a lifestyle which competes favourably
with other professions, particularly with regard to quality of life and job satisfaction. Teagasc
courses in agriculture, horticulture, forestry and horses are continually reviewed and updated
to meet changing needs in terms of knowledge, skills and competence for today’s farmers.
Education for farming can be availed of through one of the eight agricultural/horticultural
colleges, a local Teagasc training centre or on line through the Teagasc eCollege. Teagasc
courses are accredited by FETAC or HETAC with the advantage that participants can progress
through the qualifications ladder to degree level and beyond. All students attending FETAC
courses at agricultural/horticultural colleges are eligible for maintenance grants.

Farming careers are widely promoted by Teagasc through:

• career features and advertisements in the farming and local press and on local radio;

• promotional visits to second level schools;

• participation in career promotion events both nationally (e.g. National Ploughing Cham-
pionship, Farm Fest, Higher Options, FÁS Opportunities, etc.) and locally;

• distribution of Teagasc Course Prospectus to all second level schools;

• information on courses at www.teagasc.ie;

• career open days at eight agricultural/horticultural colleges.

In addition the Government has provided a range of incentives to encourage young trained
farmers. These incentives include Stamp Duty Relief, Stock Relief, Installation Aid, Additional
Investment Aid, Milk Production Partnership and priority treatment for certain national
reserves.

Other incentives which encourage land mobility and help farmers to obtain the necessary
scale to farm on a full-time basis are available through the tax system. The measures include
three rental income exemption thresholds for land leased on a long-term basis; stamp duty
relief for farm consolidation where only one farmer is consolidating his holding through the
purchase and sale of land; and a provision whereby farmers who are leasing out land can still,
subject to certain conditions, qualify for Capital Gains Tax retirement relief.

Improving land mobility and having access to land at a reasonable cost should help young
and exiting farmers to develop the necessary scale in their farming activities to farm on a full-
time basis.

Food Prices.

129. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the policy
measures he will introduce in view of the escalating increase in the price of feedstuffs and the
resulting pressure on the agricultural sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[25602/08]
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Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The worldwide
increase in the price of cereals over the last 18 months, partly due to adverse weather con-
ditions, has caused the price of compound animal feeds to increase by about 30%. However,
the acreage directed to cereal cultivation has increased significantly in 2008, helped by increased
market demand and the suspension of the obligation to set 10% of arable land aside. I am
hopeful that these factors, coupled with the elimination of import duties for cereals, will help
to ease the pressures on feed costs. In addition an aid for private storage scheme and an
increase in export refunds were also introduced to specifically address the issue of feed prices
for the pigmeat sector.

Farm Safety.

130. Deputy Ruairı́ Quinn asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if his
attention has been drawn to the fact that one third of all fatal workplace accidents here occur
on farms; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25575/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): I am very concerned
with the level of farm safety on our farms. Last year 11 people died on Irish farms, while this
was a decline of almost 40% on 2006, it is still unacceptably high. This year to-date 10 people
have died on Irish farms. I strongly support the work of the Health and Safety Authority
(HSA), which is the national body in Ireland with responsibility for securing health and safety
at work.

In 2007, almost 17% of all fatal workplace accidents occurred on farms and the corresponding
average figure for the years 2002-2007 is just over 25%. While the general downward trend in
the rate of fatal farm accidents involving children and adults under 60 years of age is welcomed,
the increase in fatal farm accidents among farmers over 60 years of age is very worrying.

The Farm Safety Partnership Advisory Committee to the Health and Safety Authority was
set up in 2002. This Committee is made up of representatives from my Department, Teagasc,
HSA and other farming groups and supports and co-ordinates the majority of research and
promotional activities in relation to farm safety. This Committee put a five year Farm Safety
Plan in place in 2003, which achieved a 28% reduction in farm fatalities and a 31% reduction
in farm accidents. A new five year Farm Safety Plan is being developed by the Farm Safety
Partnership Advisory Committee and my Department will fully support this Plan with the aim
of reducing farm fatalities and injuries even further.

EU Council Meetings.

131. Deputy Tom Sheahan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food his dis-
cussions in Europe with Commissioner Borg and the lack of direct financial assistance being
secured on behalf of struggling fisherman here; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25597/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): Minister Killeen and
I attended the Council of Fisheries meeting in Luxembourg last week where we conveyed in
the strongest possible terms the depth of feeling of Irish fishermen on this matter and the
seriousness of the situation facing them. We outlined a strong case for a package of EU-
funded measures to address the current difficulties experienced by fishermen across Europe,
particularly in Ireland.

I am particularly pleased with the progress made in a number of areas of concern to Irish
fishermen and I believe the meeting was positive as regards the restructuring of the industry
and action to combat illegal fishing.
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I welcome the agreement reached at Council on a new regulation to combat landings of
illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fish from within and outside the EU.

I pressed the Commission to examine new initiatives at EU level to increase the return
received by fishermen at the quayside and improved labelling to assist customers. I also asked
the Commission to bring forward initiatives on research and innovation into ways to develop
more fuel-efficient engines and fishing practices.

I was particularly pleased with the support offered by a number of other Member States and
with the response of the EU Fisheries Commissioner Borg, who has undertaken to come back
to the next Council meeting on the 15th July with definitive proposals to address the issues
facing fishermen. I expect these proposals to include a package of EU funded measures.

Decentralisation Programme.

132. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
further to Parliamentary Question No. 56 of 21 February 2008, the status of the decentralisation
plan for his Department; the number of civil servants and sections planned to be located to
another location; the target date of same; the number of civil servants and sections who have
relocated; the number of his original Department employees who were involved in these relo-
cations; when the programme of decentralisation will be completed in his Department; the
number of civil servants who will remain in Dublin; the percentage of the staff of his Depart-
ment that will represent; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25681/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The Government
decision on the decentralisation of my Department is that our headquarters will move to Port-
laoise, involving some 600 staff; the local offices in Cork city will move to Fermoy, involving
some 100 staff; and the laboratories in Cork and Limerick will move to Macroom, involving
up to 100 staff. The move of the Fisheries function of my Department to Clonakilty is now
substantially complete.

My Department’s original Decentralisation Implementation Plan allowed for a phased move-
ment to Portlaoise. The 2005, 2006 and 2007 phases of decentralisation to Portlaoise were
completed on schedule. The original estimate for completion of the plan was 2008, to coincide
with the availability of the permanent accommodation. The OPW announced last December
that a consortium, the Macquarie Partnership, has won the tender for the project to build the
permanent offices in Portlaoise (as part of a public private partnership including offices in
Mullingar and Carlow) and planning permission for the new building has now been granted. A
revision to the Department’s Decentralisation Implementation Plan is now being considered,
to reflect the changes to the timetable and the progress so far, as well as the evolving operating
environment. An additional advance phase has been agreed and planning and preparations for
this phase are currently underway.

Separate implementation plans for Fermoy and Macroom are in place. Sanction has been
granted for the building in Fermoy and some recruitment is currently in progress. The identifi-
cation of a site for Macroom is progressing. These moves are currently scheduled for com-
pletion in 2009.

In total there has been an increase of 275 full-time posts in Portlaoise and 81 in Clonakilty
since the programme was announced. Of the 275 staff that transferred to Portlaoise, 111 orig-
inally worked in my Department and were relocated under the programme.

The Government Decision on my Department is that the headquarters which is currently in
Dublin will move to Portlaoise. The completion of the programme depends on the availability
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of the permanent accommodation and we are in discussion with OPW regarding the timescale
for delivery of the building.

Rural Environment Protection Scheme.

133. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if he is
satisfied with the monitoring procedures in place for the rural environment protection scheme;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25603/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The controls in place
for monitoring REPS are designed to conform with the requirements set out in EU legislation.
All REPS applications are subject to administrative checks, and on-the-spot checks are carried
out on at least 5% of applications annually. Additional discretionary on-the-spot checks are
carried out where my Department becomes aware of possible incidences of non-compliance.

My Department reviews its controls for REPS and other schemes on an ongoing basis and
in response to regulatory changes and audit recommendations.

Grant Payments.

134. Deputy Brian O’Shea asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the reason
there has been no change to the standard costings for the calculation of farm building grants;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25568/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The Standard Cost-
ings used to calculate grants under my Department’s on-farm investment schemes (such as the
Farm Waste Management and Farm Improvement Schemes) were last revised with effect from
January 2007 in accordance with the commitments contained in the Farmers’ Charter 2005-
2007.

A review of these Costings then took place in late-2007 and the decision was taken to main-
tain the Costings at their current rates. I have no plans at present to carry out a further review
of these Costings.

Fish Landings.

135. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the pro-
portion of the fish landed in Irish ports processed in this country as opposed to exported
raw. [25428/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): Data produced by
The Sea Fish Protection Authority show that the volume and value of fish landings by Irish
vessels in 2006 amounted to 267,817 tonnes valued at \203.3 million. The landings included
those into both Irish and foreign ports. By category of fish these landings comprised:

Tonnes \000

Deep Water 1,662 2,032

Demersal 23,690 48,049

Pelagic 192,281 73,256

Shellfish 10,184 79,995

Total 267,817 203,331
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Of this amount, landings into Irish ports only amounted to: 190,253 Tonnes valued at \161.8
million.

The bulk of fish which comes ashore at Irish ports may be destined for the local fresh market,
may be sold to fresh fish markets on the continent, particularly France and Spain, and the
remainder goes to the Irish fish processing sector. Processing activity includes production of
frozen fillets, mainly in the case of the pelagic herring and mackerel, to added valued consumer
ready products in the case, in particular of shellfish products such as crab, mussels, scallops etc.

Effectively all the pelagic fish landed in Ireland is exported, mainly in whole frozen and in
frozen fillet form to African and East European markets. A substantial proportion of the
whitefish landings are sold on the fresh domestic market while species such as hake, megrim
and monkfish tend to be exported in fresh form.

In the main, shellfish species are sold live and fresh in the case of lobsters, oysters and some
crab, but also in processed form as consumer ready products in the case of mussels and Dublin
Bay prawns. Salmon from aquaculture is exported fresh, but in recent years there has been
a move away from exporting the whole fish towards the export of fillets which is a higher
value form.

In 2007 seafood exports amounted to 158,022 tonnes valued at \360 million. This included
exports of seafish and aquaculture products including salmon in fresh fillet as well as smoked
form, and mussels and oysters.

Exports of whitefish and some pelagic in fresh form amounted to: 20,755 tonnes valued at
\50 million. This amount may be considered that which is not processed. Exports of shellfish
in live, fresh and frozen and other processed forms are classified cumulatively and amounted
to 41,723 tonnes valued at \147 million. A large percentage of this value is accounted for by
processed product.

The remaining \158 million value of exports comprises fish which has been processed in a
variety of ways, including whole frozen and frozen fillets, individually frozen pieces e.g. mussels,
cooked and pasteurised such as crab, smoked fish including salmon and other processed and
prepared presentations.

Fishing Industry Development.

136. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
initiatives planned to promote the indigenous fishing industry; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [25543/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): A new seafood
market initiative has been established under the chairmanship of Jason Whooley, CEO of BIM
to identify and maximise the opportunities for domestic seafood supply to the Irish seafood
market.

The objectives of the Irish Seafood Market Initiative will be:

• Develop a shared understanding of key market issues between fishermen, processors, co-
ops, retailers and their representative organisations.

• Determine actionable outcomes which will maximise opportunities in the Irish seafood
market for the Irish fishing fleet, processors and retailers.

Its scope will include:

• Fish supply, availability and seasonality
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• Seafood prices

• Market demand including domestic consumer seafood requirements

• Retail, Food service opportunities

• Seafood quality issues

• Product formats

The Initiative will include representatives of FIF, IFA Agriculture, IASC, Irish Fish Processors
and Exporters Associations (IFPEA) and Fish Sales Organisations. I have written to the rel-
evant organisations seeking nominations to the Group and I hope that the Group will com-
mence work without delay.

Wildlife Conservation.

137. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food his views
on the action plans published by the National Parks and Wildlife Service to secure red squirrel
and bat populations in forests; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25572/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): I fully support the
conservation of the red squirrel and bat populations in Ireland. Officials in my Department
will be working closely with the National Parks and Wildlife Service in implementing these
Species Action Plans.

Afforestation Programme.

138. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food his
views on a relaxation of the replanting obligation which would have a positive effect on the
levels of afforestation and the value and competitiveness of land under forestry; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [25554/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): In the new Forestry
Bill, which will replace the 1946 Forestry Act, it is proposed to take a more flexible approach
regarding the question of replanting after harvesting. However, the general principle of
replanting after felling will remain in order to ensure that the national forest estate is
maintained.

World Trade Organisation Talks.

139. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if his
Department has carried out a detailed assessment of the consequences for Irish agriculture
and farmers in the event of Commissioner Mandelson’s proposals for the Doha World Trade
Organisation talks; if he is prepared to lay his Departments assessment before Dáil Éireann;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [21780/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): My Department car-
ries out analysis on an ongoing basis of the various negotiating proposals which emerge in these
negotiations. This analysis covers a large number of different scenarios and their impacts on
the different agricultural sectors. In particular, the analysis evaluates the levels of import pro-
tection for individual products under the various different tariff cut scenarios that have been
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proposed up to now in the negotiations. It provides a basis for assessing the impact of such
cuts and the relative benefits of seeking sensitive product status to mitigate their effects.

I am not convinced that it would be appropriate at this stage for me to publicly release the
analysis undertaken by my officials to advise me in these negotiations. I believe this is a reason-
able and prudent approach given the critical point we are at. I do not want to undermine in
any way my negotiating position and I do not believe that the Deputy would wish to undermine
Ireland’s position in these negotiations. I have already indicated on a number of occasions that
I, or my officials, are available to brief the opposition on some key issues in relation to impact
analysis on a confidential basis.

Similar estimations have been made by various representative bodies and shared with the
Department. These assessments are also used to evaluate the various negotiating proposals
which emerge from the discussions and to develop the Irish negotiating position in these nego-
tiations.

A number of other bodies and research institutes, in Ireland and elsewhere, have also carried
out economic studies. Some of these analyses attempt a broader, overall assessment of possible
outcomes of the negotiations. Inevitably these studies are based on a wide range of assumptions
about issues that are yet to be decided in the negotiations. My Department also considers and
uses these studies to inform our negotiating strategy. In particular I would point to the FAPRI
Ireland WTO Analysis of Impacts on Irish and EU Agriculture study of March 2006 and the
2003 Forfás WTO Negotiating Objectives for Irish Enterprise Report. The FAPRI analysis has
recently been updated.

The EU Commission has also recently presented its own latest analysis of possible impacts
of the most recent proposals from the chairman of the WTO Agriculture Committee.

I should also point out that I have established a WTO Consultative Committee where stake-
holders and my Department regularly discuss developments in the negotiations, and their analy-
sis of them, in some detail. The most recent meeting of that Committee took place on Thursday
last and heard presentations from the Department and from FAPRI Ireland regarding the
current proposals. The analysis and assessments emerging from these meetings contributes
helpfully to the negotiating position adopted by the Government.

Food Prices.

140. Deputy Róisı́n Shortall asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the action
being taken to offset food price inflation; the stakeholders that have been consulted on the
issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25581/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): Recent data from the
Central Statistics Office on the Consumer Price Index shows that Ireland, in common with the
rest of the EU and indeed the world, has experienced a steep rise in food prices. The cost of
food and non-alcoholic beverage prices increased by 7.8% in the year to May 2008. This com-
pares to an increase of 1.4% for the year to May 2007 and mirrors the upward trajectory in
food prices as evidenced globally and across Europe, particularly evident since late 2007 and
into 2008.

Changes in food prices are primarily a function of market forces operating at international,
EU and national levels. Consistently strong economic growth in developing countries is the
main driver of changing world food demand towards high-value agricultural products and pro-
cessed foods. Slow-growing supply, low stocks, and supply shocks at a time of increasing
demand for feed, food and fuel have led to price increases globally. Biofuel production has
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also contributed to the changing world food equation. In common with the EU, Ireland is not
impervious to this evolving change in context.

In addition, rising input costs, at both producer and processor levels have fed through to put
upward pressure on food prices. Pressure on input prices, in particular energy and raw material
including feed costs, has combined with strong competition on world dairy and cereal markets
in increasing producer prices.

In response to this situation the EU Council of agriculture Ministers has suspended set-aside,
in order to increase cereal production, and has recently agreed a 2% increase in milk quota
for 2008. Further measures are being considered in the context of the current discussions on
the ‘‘Health Check’’ of the CAP. A consultative process has been formed to advise on all
aspects of the Health Check and the long-term future of milk quotas. This involves the main
industry and farming stakeholders as well as independent experts and will feed into the ongoing
debate on all the issues concerned.

Pesticide Use.

141. Deputy Liz McManus asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food his views
on the change from risk to hazard based assessment of pesticides that would take out a number
of crop reduction products; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25562/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The new draft EU
Regulation to replace Directive 91/4144/EEC concerning the marketing of plant protection
products is part of a strategy for the Sustainable Use of Pesticides. I supported most of the
provisions contained in the draft Regulation but I am concerned that the use of ‘hazard-based
cut-off criteria’, as a basis for the approval of substances, ignores the scientific principle of risk
assessment. Some of the substances that are crucial to crop protection in Ireland may fail to
meet the new cut-off criteria and their withdrawal may cause significant agronomic and econ-
omic damage without securing any significant reduction in human or environmental exposures
to these types of substances. I am also concerned about the absence of a detailed, up-to-date
impact assessment on the effects of the current text on the competitiveness and sustainability
of Irish and European agriculture.

For these reasons, and despite supporting most of the provisions contained in the draft
Regulation, I abstained from a vote on the Regulation in Council and provided a statement
for the minutes to this effect.

Agriculture Statistics.

142. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Taoiseach the number of people who have left farming
in Counties Cork, Kerry, Clare, Limerick, Galway, Mayo, Sligo, Leitrim, Roscommon and
Donegal since 1998; and the type of employments most have moved into. [25406/08]

Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Pat Carey): Comparing the
results of the 1996 and 2006 censuses for persons in employment by sector gives an indication
of the sectoral employment shifts which have occurred in the intervening period. However,
comparing the data for both points in time does not allow any conclusion to be drawn on exits
from farming and entries to other sectors of employment in the intervening period. Such an
analysis would require a micro level longitudinal study.

The following table gives persons at work for 1996 and 2006 for the requested counties,
distinguishing Agriculture, Industry and Services.
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Persons at work aged 15 and over by broad industrial group, 1996 and 2006

Broad Industry Groups

Agriculture* Industry Services Other Total
Industries

or Industry
Not Stated

Clare 1996 5,571 10,672 17,004 630 34,572

2006 3,213 14,332 29,305 3,754 50,607

Change 1996-2006 −2,358 3,660 12,301 3,124 16,035

Cork City 1996 17,530 42,739 80,936 2,639 148,388

and County 2006 12,241 60,390 130,078 13,267 215,984

Change 1996-2006 −5,289 17,651 49,142 10,628 67,596

Kerry 1996 8,052 10,077 22,400 1,288 42,909

2006 5,040 15,524 35,694 4,550 60,810

Change 1996-2006 −3,012 5,447 13,294 3,262 17,901

Limerick City 1996 6,587 18,771 30,787 878 58,622

and County 2006 4,161 24,497 47,805 4,058 80,525

Change 1996-2006 −2,426 5,726 17,018 3,180 21,903

Galway City 1996 10,387 17,176 36,398 1,517 67,497

and County 2006 5,968 29,533 62,499 6,487 104,495

Change 1996-2006 −4,419 12,357 26,101 4,970 36,998

Leitrim 1996 1,993 2,342 3,863 166 8,518

2006 1,173 3,552 7,442 502 12,669

Change 1996-2006 −820 1,210 3,579 336 4,151

Mayo 1996 7,963 9,883 17,512 530 36,583

2006 4,754 15,109 29,770 2,641 52,277

Change 1996-2006 −3,209 5,226 12,258 2,111 15,694

Roscommon 1996 4,529 4,799 8,499 315 18,559

2006 2,606 7,284 14,953 983 25,829

Change 1996-2006 −1,923 2,485 6,454 668 7,270

Sligo 1996 2,934 5,339 11,143 284 20,204

2006 1,795 7,026 17,278 1,226 27,328

Change 1996-2006 −1,139 1,687 6,135 942 7,124

Donegal 1996 5,427 13,782 19,348 517 39,811

2006 3,796 14,948 35,301 2,622 56,670

Change 1996-2006 −1,631 1,166 15,953 2,105 16,859

Total 1996 70,973 135,580 247,890 8,764 475,663

2006 44,747 192,195 410,125 40,090 687,194

Change 1996-2006 −26,226 56,615 162,235 31,326 211,531

* Includes Forestry and Fishing.

Departmental Expenditure.

143. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Taoiseach the annual operating cost of the
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National Forum on Europe each year for the past five years; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [25705/08]

The Taoiseach: The National Forum on Europe was established on 18 October, 2001 .

The operating costs over the past five years were:

Year Expenditure

\

2007 2,075,845.11

2006 1,517,041.49

2005 1,294,947.05

2004 942,340.90

2003 919,537.35

144. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Taoiseach the breakdown of grants in aid in 2007 and
to date in 2008; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25433/08]

The Taoiseach: The grant in aid paid by my Department under Subhead B. National Econ-
omic and Social Development Office (NESDO) in 2007 was \5,812,330 and to date in 2008
(end of May) was \1,633,875.

The NESDO Grant in Aid provides funding for NESDO and its constituent bodies, the
National Economic and Social Council (NESC), the National Economic and Social Forum
(NESF) and the National Centre for Partnership and Performance (NCPP). The following table
details the breakdown of these payments:

Year Subhead Amount of Grant in Aid

\

2007 NESDO 1,940,330

NESF 880,000

NESC 837,000

NCPP 2,155,000

Total paid in 2007 5,812,330

2008 (end of May ) NESDO 1,154,375

NESF 200,000

NCPP 279,500

Total paid to date in 2008 1,633,875

Legislative Programme.

145. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Taoiseach the numbers of Bills passed by both Houses
of the Oireachtas for the years 1999 to 2008, inclusive; and if he will provide this information
in tabular form. [25494/08]

The Taoiseach: The information requested is as follows:
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Year Number of Bills passed

1999 35

2000 42

2001 57

2002 34

2003 46

2004 44

2005 34

2006 42

2007 42

2008 to date 9

State Appointments.

146. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Taoiseach the numbers appointed to State boards from
July 2007 to date in 2008; and the number of those appointments who were women. [25495/08]

The Taoiseach: Appointments were made to the following State Boards which come under
the aegis of my Department during the time frame in question:

State Board/Agency: Law Reform Commission

There have been 4 board members reappointed to the Law Reform Commission since July
2007 to date, of whom 2 are women. These reappointments were made on 1 September, 2007
on foot of a Government Decision.

State Board/Agency: The National Economic and Social Forum (NESF)

There were 15 appointments to NESF from July 2007 to date, of whom one is a woman.
These were solely Oireachtas nominations and as such are not representative of the overall
gender balance of NESF which is 58% male and 42% female.

State Board/Agency: National Statistics Board

Nine appointments have been made by the Taoiseach to the National Statistics Board from
July 2007 to date, of whom two are women.

All of these appointments were made in July 2007 with the exception of one appointment in
August 2007 when a new Director General of the CSO was appointed (the Director General
of the CSO holds an ex officio position on the NSB). The current board of the NSB is composed
of 6 men and 2 women.

Programme for Government.

147. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Taoiseach if the programme for Government has
been or will be revised on the basis of the ERSI report published on 25 June 2008 stating that
Ireland is entering a recession for the first time in 25 years; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [25707/08]

The Taoiseach: Much progress has already been achieved in fulfilling the commitments in
the Programme for Government. Obviously, the Government must take decisions in the light
of the fiscal situation which will be indicated on publication of the half yearly Exchequer

165



Questions— 1 July 2008. Written Answers

[The Taoiseach.]

returns to-morrow. We will the give priority to those Programme commitments which are most
valuable from a social and economic perspective and can realistically be achieved in view of
the present budgetary situation. I intend to publish a progress report on the implementation
of the Programme for Government by the end of the summer.

Ethics in Public Office Act.

148. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Taoiseach if, during or following his meeting on 18
January 2005, with the President, Premier and Minister of Commerce of China, he received
gifts; if so, the gifts he received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25731/08]

149. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Taoiseach if, during or following his meeting on 16
February 2005, with Prime Minister Bethuel Pakalitha Mosislli of the Kingdom of Lesostho,
he received gifts; if so, the gifts he received; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[25732/08]

150. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Taoiseach if, during or following his meeting on 9 May
2005, with Russian President Vladimir Putin, he received gifts; if so, the gifts he received; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25733/08]

151. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Taoiseach if, during or following his meeting on 26
September 2006, with Vice Premier Zeng of China, he received gifts; if so, the gifts he received;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25734/08]

152. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Taoiseach if, during or following his meeting on 7
December 2006, with President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt he received gifts; if so, the gifts he
received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25735/08]

153. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Taoiseach if, during or following his meeting on 16
January 2007, with King Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz of Saudi Arabia, he received gifts; if so, the
gifts he received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25736/08]

154. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Taoiseach if, during or following his meeting on 15
January 2008, with President Kikwete and Prime Minister Lowassa of Tanzania, he received
gifts; if so, the gifts he received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25737/08]

155. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Taoiseach if, during or following his meeting on 18
February 2008, with Prince Faisal of Saudi Arabia, he received gifts; if so, the gifts he received;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25738/08]

156. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Taoiseach if, during or following his meeting on 10
March 2008, with Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung of Vietnam, he received gifts; if so, the
gifts he received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25739/08]

The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 148 to 156, inclusive, together.

I take it that the Deputy’s questions concern gifts to my predecessor, who was Taoiseach
when the meetings referred to took place.

Briefly, under the Ethics in Public Office Acts, gifts given to an office holder by virtue of
his/her office which exceed \650 in value must be surrendered (where there is a doubt as to
the value of gifts, my Department arranges for valuations through the Office of Public Works
in accordance with the legislation). My Department does not keep a record of other gifts.
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Office holders are required to include such gifts in the annual statements of registerable
interests which they must make to the Standards in Public Office Commission (SIPOC). These
statements are subsequently forwarded by SIPOC to the Clerk of the Dáil for inclusion in the
Register of Members’ Interests, which is laid before the Dáil and published in Iris Oifigiúil.
They are also published on the Houses of the Oireachtas website.

I understand that my predecessor made the necessary statements of interest to SIPOC for
the years 2005, 2006 and 2007 and listed any such gifts in them. His statements can be down-
loaded from the Houses of the Oireachtas website. Any such gifts that he received in 2008 will
be due to be included in his statement of registerable interests for 2008 to be made in January
2009. I understand that no such gifts were received by him in respect of the meetings in 2008
mentioned in the Deputy’s questions.

Value for Money Reviews.

157. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Taoiseach the measures agreed for his Department under
the value for money review 2006-08; the projects which had the necessary changes made; when
they are planned for completion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25870/08]

The Taoiseach: As part of the implementation of the Government’s Value for Money Review
and Policy Review Initiative, my Department is undertaking a review of the National Economic
and Social Development Office (NESDO) and its constituent bodies — the National Economic
and Social Council (NESC), the National Economic and Social Forum (NESF) and the National
Centre for Partnership and Performance (NCPP).

In line with the objectives of the Value for Money and Policy Review Initiative, the Review
will analyse in a systematic manner what is being achieved by Exchequer spending and will
provide a basis on which more informed decisions can be made on priorities. More specifically,
the Review aims:

• to analyse the outputs of the grant-in-aid funding provided to NESDO;

• to determine the impact on the development of public policy in line with the objectives
of the Department of the Taoiseach and other relevant public organisations for
NESDO; and

• to inform future funding, administration, structural and policy decisions in relation to
NESDO.

A Steering Group to oversee the Value for Money and Policy Review was established in
January 2007. Terms of Reference have been drawn up and agreed by the Steering Group. A
comprehensive Review Plan was subsequently developed and approved outlining methodology,
work schedule and resource requirements.

In January 2008, work began on the Review with preparations for a comprehensive survey
of stakeholders and in March 2008, a survey of stakeholders and employees was carried out.
The results of this survey are currently been analysed and a number of follow up interviews
will be held within the next few weeks.

It is envisaged that a draft review report will be prepared by the end of July 2008. This report
will then be reviewed by an External Reviewer and a final report prepared by the end of
September 2008.
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Tax Code.

158. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he will examine a matter
(details supplied). [25833/08]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): As I have previously indicated, economic
growth for this year is now likely to be significantly less than that forecast at Budget time. This
has implications for resources and, in this context, I will consider all options including taxation
and expenditure proposals in the context of the formulation of the next Budget.

Value for Money Reviews.

159. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Finance if a value for money review is
planned after 2008 for all Departments; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[25870/08]

179. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Finance the measures agreed for his Depart-
ment under the Value for Money Review 2006-08; the projects which had the necessary changes
made; when they are planned for completion; if a value for money review is planned after 2008;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25859/08]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 159 and
179 together.

The Value for Money and Policy Review initiative was introduced by the Government in
June 2006 replacing the Expenditure Review Initiative (ERI) which began in 1997 as part of
the financial reform agenda set out in Delivering Better Government. It encompasses formal
reviews for the period 2006-2008 already agreed to be carried out under the old Expenditure
Review Initiative (ERI) as well as all other Policy Reviews conducted and commissioned by
Departments which impact on Value for Money. The Government also agreed that completed
reviews should be published and presented to the relevant Select Committee of the Oireachtas
and that a list of all reviews be provided annually to the Select Committee and published in
Departments’ Annual Reports.

The details of the projects (reviews) undertaken by my Department and by the Offices under
its aegis for the period in question, together with completion dates, are set out as follows.

Department of Finance

Value for Money Review Completion

Economic and Social Research Institute July 2006.

The Value for Money and Policy Review of the Grant-in-Aid payment to the
Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI) contained five recommendations,
all of which are in the process of being implemented. The recommendations are
intended to improve the overall value for money for the grant-in-aid. Among
other things, they are directed at relating funding to outputs; benchmarking the
ESRI with comparable institutes in other EU member states, and periodically
reviewing the policy relevance of the Institute’s research. The level of the grant in
aid has not changed significantly as a result of the review.

Information Society Fund August 2006.

The Information Society Fund terminated at the end of 2005 in line with its
intended lifespan. As a result, an annual allocation for the fund is no longer
required. The Fund was focussed on initiatives in the areas of Electronic
Government and Electronic Commerce.
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Value for Money Review Completion

Ordnance Survey Ireland January 2007.

The Terms of Reference of the Value for Money and Policy Review of the Grant-
in-Aid to Ordnance Survey Ireland (OSI) were to assess the objectives of the
grant, to identify improved output definitions and monitoring arrangements for
future editions of the Service Level Agreement with OSI so as to drive increased
operational efficiency across the organisation and to assess whether OSI should
remain under the aegis of the Department of Finance, be assigned to another
Department or be merged with another appropriate body. While the focus of the
Review was largely on policy aspects relating to the payment of the grant-in-aid,
several of the recommendations should contribute to the efficiency of the
organisation and reduce not only the direct Exchequer grant, but also the
payments for services made to the organisation by both the public and private
sector. One of the recommendations of this Review was that responsibility for
Ordnance Survey Ireland should move to the Department of Communications,
Marine and Natural Resources. This change took effect from 1st January, 2008.
The DCMNR will be better placed to comment on further progress achieved as
the other recommendations of the Review are implemented.

Procurement Management within the Department End of 2008.

Construction Procurement Reform Initiative End of 2008.

Civil Service Childcare Initiative End of 2008.

With regard to the above three reviews, work is ongoing and the reviews are at
different stages in the process. Reports on progress are provided on a quarterly
basis for the Central Steering Committee.

Office of Public Works

Flood Relief Programme June 2008

Property Management Services End of 2008

Two areas were selected for review under the 2006-2008 round of Value for Money
and Policy Reviews. These areas were the Flood Relief Programme and Property
Management Services. Reports on progress are provided on a quarterly basis for
the Central Steering Committee. Expenditure on the Reviews is identified
separately in the OPW Estimates under Subhead A8. The Value for Money and
Policy Review of the Flood Relief Programme will be approved by the Chairman
of the OPW over the coming days. It will be published on the OPW website,
submitted to the Select Committee on Finance and the Public Service and placed
in the Oireachtas Library.

Office of the Revenue Commissioners

Revenue’s Data Capture Outsourcing Programme October 2006

Information Technology External Resources Expenditure in 2006 March 2008

Both reviews have been submitted to the Joint Committee on Finance and the
Public Service and have been published on the Revenue website. Progress on
Value for Money and Policy Reviews is reported on in the Annual Report of the
Revenue Commissioners. Expenditure on Value for Money and Policy Reviews is
identified separately in our Estimates.

The Valuation Office, Comptroller & Auditor General, Commission for Public
Service Appointments, State Laboratory, Public Appointments Service, Office of
the Ombudsman and the President’s Establishment did not have any such reviews
for the period in question.

Arrangements for the next round of reviews, which may cover the period 2009-2011, are being
considered by the Value for Money and Policy Review Central Steering Committee.

Tax Code.

160. Deputy Joe Costello asked the Minister for Finance if he will respond to correspondence
from a company (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25252/08]
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166. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on undertakings
given by An Taoiseach when he was Minister for Finance that his Department was exploring
alternative mechanisms that could be put in place to replace the soon to be terminated excise
duty refund for public transport service operators, which amounts to 34.5 cent per litre; the
outcome of those explorations; if a method has been found to alleviate the burden of the
removal of the excise duty refund scheme for public transport providers; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [25333/08]

167. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn to
the fact that the excise duty refund for public transport services, which amounts to 34.5 cent
per litre, is scheduled for termination on 31 October 2008 and that his predecessor, gave public
assurances that line Departments would explore in conjunction with his Department an alterna-
tive mechanism to put in place to replace the refund; the progress of these discussions; if
he will commit to ensuring that such a mechanism is in place before the termination of the
aforementioned refund scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25341/08]

168. Deputy Brian O’Shea asked the Minister for Finance the progress that has been made
in regard to exploring alternative mechanisms to replace the excise duty refund for a public
transport service (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25423/08]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 160 and 166
to 168, inclusive, together.

The 2003 EU Energy Tax Directive incorporated special derogations which allowed specific
excise duty reliefs to be applied in a number of Member States. In the Irish context, these
derogations allowed inter alia for reduced rates to apply to fuel used for public transport
services which includes school transport services. While these derogations expired on 31
December 2006, Ireland, along with other Member States, sought retention of its derogations
beyond that date. However the European Commission, who is the deciding authority, refused
such requests.

The Finance Act 2008, as the Deputies are aware, consequently provided the legislative
changes to withdraw the relief in respect of fuel used for public passenger transport vehicles.
The relief will be withdrawn with effect from 1 November 2008 and the appropriate full excise
rates will apply from that date. In the circumstances outlined above the question of recon-
sidering or deferring the withdrawal of the existing relief does not therefore arise.

The Department of Transport and other relevant line Departments have, in conjunction
with my Department, explored alternative mechanisms that might be used to direct Exchequer
resources toward such services from that date, subject of course to compatibility with compe-
tition and EU State Aid requirements. While the matter is still being considered it is necessary
however to stress, despite the claims being made otherwise, that introducing an alternative
suitable mechanism is not a straightforward matter.

Comptroller and Auditor General Reports.

161. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance if he has any draft reports from the
Comptroller and Auditor General; if so, when he expects to publish these reports; if any of
these reports refer to public sector pension schemes; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25255/08]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): The Comptroller and Auditor General (C&
AG) is an independent Constitutional Officer, appointed by the President on the nomination
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of the Dáil. I am aware that, under its own authority, the office of the C&AG is planning to
carry out a Value for Money examination on the management and administration of public
service pension schemes and has recently issued a Request for Proposals in that regard. As
Minister for Finance, I have no responsibility for reports undertaken by the C&AG, which are
commissioned and conducted independently and therefore I am not in a position to comment
on when the report may be published.

Customs and Excise.

162. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Finance when it is proposed to assign
permanent customs staff to Ireland West Airport and Galway Airport; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [25257/08]

169. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Finance if a full-time customs presence
is located at Weston Aerodrome in view of the drugs seizure at the Aerodrome in 2006; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [25432/08]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 162 and
169 together.

I have been advised by the Revenue Commissioners that there is no full-time Customs pres-
ence at Weston, Ireland West or Galway airports. Customs controls at these airports, as at the
other smaller airports, are risk based and are carried out by Special Compliance/Enforcement
staff. Attendance is targeted and is based on analysis and evaluation of general seizure trends,
traffic frequency, route and similar risk indicators. Attendance can also be as a result of specific
intelligence. These controls are kept under constant review, in particular to take account of
emerging smuggling trends and any traffic increase at these airports.

It is important to note by way of context, that the operating environment for Customs has
been shaped to a significant degree by the introduction of the Internal Market and the related
principles of freedom of movement within the EU. Of specific relevance are the abolition of
routine and systematic Customs checks on goods and passengers moving within any part of the
EU and the elimination of Customs controls on the baggage of intra-Community passengers
other than anti smuggling checks. This is particularly relevant in the case of the smaller airports
where passenger traffic is predominantly intra-Community. In fact some of the smaller airports
have no international flights. The approach has of necessity been to balance the freedom of
movement principle in regard to people and goods with the need to control smuggling and
enforce prohibitions and restrictions.

The Revenue Commissioners assure me that, having regard to the context set out above,
they are satisfied that their risk based approach, which is in line with the methodology adopted
by other EU administrations in similar circumstances, remains valid.

As regards the drugs seizure in 2006 and the related arrest of three Irish nationals, I have
been informed that, while this seizure may have been connected to an aircraft that had pre-
viously left Weston, the seizure was in fact made in Belgium.

Departmental Property.

163. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Finance when the last cutters boat was
sold; the reason for the sale of the boat; the amount of finance realised by the boat’s sale; if it
was sold as a result of a public tendering process; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25258/08]
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164. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Finance when the new cutters boat will
come into service; the number of staff trained for the detection of drugs, for the searching of
boats and the searching of persons who will man the boat; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [25259/08]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 163 and
164 together.

I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that the Revenue Customs Service operates
one cutter which entered service in June 2004 following an EU Public Procurements process.
This cutter has not been sold. Revenue, as part of its coastal control/anti-smuggling develop-
ment programme, is currently in the process of acquiring a second Customs cutter which will
be delivered in late 2009. All staff/crew assigned to the Cutter will be trained in the required
range of Customs skills including search of persons and of vessels.

The Deputy may also wish to be aware that a number of small, open, rigid inflatable boats,
acquired by the Customs Service in 1992/93 were disposed of by way of asset transfer to other
State Agencies (Irish Coast Guard Service) where they have been re-furbished and are in use
as training craft for their volunteers.

Compliance Costs.

165. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Finance the dealings that he or agencies
under the control of his Department have had with the business sector which incur regulatory
costs or compliance costs on behalf of business; if he has identified the baseline cost profile for
business associated with that activity; if he has set targets for the reduction of these different
cost items; and the cost and the target reduction in each case. [25268/08]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): I would draw the Deputy’s attention to the
first paragraph of the reply to PQ No 178 made by the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise,
Trade and Employment to Deputy Leo Varadkar on Wednesday 18th June 2008. The first
paragraph of that reply indicated the stages of the process which all Departments and their
agencies would be required to follow.

This process, which is being coordinated by the Department of Enterprise, Trade and
Employment, is now underway, and my Department will engage fully in the relevant issues.

Questions Nos. 166 to 168, inclusive, answered with Question No. 160.

Question No. 169 answered with Question No. 162.

Tax Code.

170. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Finance if a person (details supplied) in County
Kildare will be furnished with a P60 for the year 2007; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25480/08]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): I have been advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the employer issued form P60 2007 to the taxpayer on 20 February 2008. The
employer has issued a copy of the original form P60 2007 to the taxpayer on 27 June 2008.

Energy Efficiency.

171. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the pilot
scheme carried out by the Office of Public Works to try to audit and improve energy efficiency

172



Questions— 1 July 2008. Written Answers

in public buildings; and if he will outline by building concerned the improvement in energy
achieved under the scheme and the changes that were brought about in each building to achieve
better energy efficiency. [25499/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Finance (Deputy Martin Mansergh): The Office of
Public Works carried out a pilot ‘Staff Energy Awareness’ programme in two groups of five
buildings between March and September 2007. The following outlines the buildings that were
included and the savings achieved:

Group 1

Building Electrical Heating Fuel (Gas/Oil)

% %

Áras Mhic Dhiarmada −2 −35

Ballyfermot SWO +3 −24

Finglas SWO −24 −23

Longford Government Office +7 −19

Townsend −7 −31

Group 2

Building Electrical

%

Department of Defence, Renmore −6

Department of Education, Athlone +4

Department of Social Welfare, Sligo −2

Government Offices, Ballina −17

Government Offices, Sligo −22

Note: With this group of buildings, in order to compare like with like and to remove unknowns based on different
operating conditions of the building between 2006 and 2007, a methodology was used to predict the electricity
consumption for 2007 using a ‘Business as Usual’ scenario (BAU) based on 2006 data. In this group of buildings
only electrical savings were considered.

The energy awareness campaign in each building consisted of providing staff with a series of
workshops and lectures on practical energy conservation. Staff were encouraged to switch off
equipment when not in use and to identify areas of energy wastage. A key component of the
campaign was providing staff with weekly energy reports detailing how their building was
performing, compared to the same period in the previous year, and to the other buildings in
the programme.

Departmental Correspondence.

172. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Finance the status of an application by a person
(details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25522/08]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): I understand from the Chief State Solicitors
Office that it has been in correspondence with the applicant’s solicitor and is currently awaiting
certain information in order to progress this matter.

Ethics in Public Office Act.

173. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Finance if, during his meeting on 5 July
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[Deputy Leo Varadkar.]

2006, with Minister for Finance of Jamaica, he received gifts; if so the gifts he received; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [25719/08]

174. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Finance if, during or following his meeting
on 12 December 2007 with the Ambassador of Saudi Arabia, he received gifts; if so, the gifts
he received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25720/08]

175. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Finance if, during or following his meeting
on 10 March 2008, with the Prime Minister of Vietnam, he received gifts; if so, the gifts he
received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25721/08]

176. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Finance if, during of following his meeting
on 17 March 2008, with the Minister for Finance of Vietnam, he received gifts; if so, the gifts
he received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25722/08]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 173 to 176,
inclusive, together.

The position in relation to gifts accepted by the Minister for Finance is that a record of gifts
is maintained solely for the purpose of Ethics in Public Office Act, 1995, i.e. where the value
of the gift exceeds \634.87. Details of any such gifts are included in the returns made by the
Minister for Finance under the Ethics in Public Office Act, which are in the public domain.

World Heritage Sites.

177. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Finance if the Office of Public Works will
make alterations to the management plan, appropriate planning controls, restrictions, con-
servation plan and expert comparative analysis of the Rock of Cashel in order that these
documents be up to date for UNESCO world heritage status. [25810/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Finance (Deputy Martin Mansergh): The State’s
Tentative List for consideration for nomination to UNESCO for World Heritage Site status
will shortly be reviewed. This review will be conducted under the auspices of the Department
of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government with assistance from the Office of Public
Works. The Rock of Cashel, which is on the current tentative list, dating back to 1992, will be
considered in the context of this review.

Child Care Services.

178. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Finance the discussions he has had in relation
to the Clare Civil Service crèche; the action he will take to keep this service open until a
permanent service provider can be sourced; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[25824/08]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): I refer the Deputy to my reply to question no
24100/08 which sets out the background to the temporary closure of the Ennis Civil Service
Crèche for a short period. In making this decision, all reasonable alternatives to the temporary
closure of the crèche have been considered by officials of my Department, including exploring
two arrangements suggested for interim management of the crèche since its temporary closure
was announced. However given the legal and other obligations on any person who would take
over as the operator of the crèche for the short period in question, no temporary solution has
been found to be feasible.

174



Questions— 1 July 2008. Written Answers

I am happy that the Civil Service Childcare Initiative Board is in continuing discussions with
a potential operator with a view to their taking over operation of the crèche for a five year
period with effect from 1 October 2008.

Question No. 179 answered with Question No. 159.

Nursing Home Subventions.

180. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Finance the capital allowances available in
respect of nursing homes; and the criteria that apply for same. [26000/08]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Brian Lenihan): Capital allowances are available where capital
expenditure is incurred on the construction or refurbishment of certain nursing homes. The
cost of the site does not qualify for capital allowances. The nursing home must be operated or
managed as a registered nursing home within the meaning of section 2 of the Health (Nursing
Homes) Act, 1990 and be registered under section 4 of that Act.

Capital allowances are available over a 7-year period at the rate of 15% per annum for the
first 6 years and 10% in year 7. Owner-operators can use the allowances to reduce their taxable
income arising from the operation of the nursing home. Investors/lessors can use the allowances
to reduce their taxable rental income from the letting of the nursing home and, depending on
the amount of their rental income, can set off up to \31,750 annually against their non-rental
taxable income. In the case of nursing homes that are first used, or first used following refur-
bishment, on or after 1 February 2007, the person claiming the capital allowances must continue
to own the nursing home for 15 years to avoid a clawback of the allowances granted. Prior to
this date the required holding period was 7 years.

Services for People with Disabilities.

181. Deputy Seán Barrett asked the Minister for Health and Children the amount of the \50
million provided to the Health Service Executive in budget 2008 for additional services to
people with disabilities that will be allocated to services for young people with autism; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [25249/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): The
2008 Service Plan, developed by the HSE and approved by my Department, included \50m for
the development of additional disability services. The standard expenditure sanction issued to
the HSE for 2008 stipulated that the prior approval of my Department and the Department of
Finance would be required in the event of any proposal to spend this money for any other
purpose.

Clearly, it is essential that the HSE lives within its overall budget for the year. It needs to
manage its activity levels and cost drivers appropriately to achieve this and I do not believe it
is desirable to resort to using development funding to offset expenditure pressures arising in
respect of ongoing health services.

The HSE is currently reviewing its overall financial position for the year and the roll out of
planned developments in disability services is being considered in that context. I have been in
communication with the HSE with a view to an early determination on the matter.

The HSE has informed my Department that it plans to release \20m of the \50m additional
funding for Disability Services. The Deputy’s specific question relates to the management and
delivery of health and personal services, which are the responsibility of the Health Service
Executive under the Health Act 2004. Accordingly, my Department has requested the
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Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have this case investigated and
to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Health Services.

182. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Health and Children when the promised
school support team to provide a six week block of speech therapy and occupational therapy
for a person (details supplied) in County Kildare will be put in place in a school; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [25365/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): The
Deputy’s question relates to the management and delivery of health and personal services,
which are the responsibility of the Health Service Executive under the Health Act 2004.
Accordingly, my Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Execu-
tive to arrange to have this matter investigated and to have a reply issued directly to the
Deputy.

Mental Health Services.

183. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health and Children when a child (details
supplied) in County Mayo will be assessed by the child and adolescent mental health
service. [25883/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): Oper-
ational responsibility for the management and delivery of health and personal social services
was assigned to the Health Service Executive under the Health Act 2004 and funding for all
health services has been provided as part of its overall vote. The Executive, therefore, is the
appropriate body to consider the particular case raised by the Deputy. My Department has
requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the matter
investigated and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Genetically Modified Organisms.

184. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health and Children the extent to
which genetically modified food or food products are imported here and to other EU countries;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25968/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Mary Wallace): The
following genetically modified foods are authorised for sale in all EU Member States: vegetable
oil from oil seed rape; vegetable oil from cotton seed; maize products; soya products; sugar
beet products.

These products are normally used as food ingredients and have been identified in a variety
of products such as vegetable casseroles, gluten-free reduced sugar rusks, soya protein mince,
soya protein chunks, soya biscuits and cakes, soya bran, soya flour, infant formula, soya cream,
soya yogurt, soya drink, soya dessert, lecithin granules derived from soya bean and maize meal,
tortilla chips, taco shells, breadcrumbs for chicken, and burger and corn snacks derived from
maize. This list, however, is not exhaustive.

The Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI) routinely surveys the food supply in Ireland
to ensure that only EU-authorised and appropriately labelled GM food ingredients are placed
on the market. In their recent survey, published in February 2008, no breaches of GM food
legislation were found.
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Services for People with Disabilities.

185. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children her views on extending
the availability of special needs assistants for preschools in respect of children with hydrocepha-
lus and cerebral palsy in the South Eastern Health Board area (details supplied); and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [25250/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): The
Deputy’s question relates to the management and delivery of health and personal services,
which are the responsibility of the Health Service Executive under the Health Act 2004.
Accordingly, my Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Execu-
tive to arrange to have this matter investigated and to have a reply issued directly to the
Deputy.

Health Repayment Scheme.

186. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Health and Children the outcome of the
nine appeals made to the health repayment scheme appeals office by people who missed the
31 December 2007 deadline; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25256/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The Health Repayment Scheme
Appeals Office is an independent office established to provide an appeals service to those who
wish to appeal the decision of the Scheme Administrator under the Health (Repayment
Scheme) Act 2006.

The Health Repayment Scheme Appeals Office has advised my Department that as of 6
June 2008, nine appeals have been lodged with the Health Repayment Scheme Appeals Office
by applicants who submitted an application after the closing date.

When the Appeals Officer has examined these appeals the claimant will be informed of the
outcome of same.

Health Services.

187. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for Health and Children the reason the
hospital in the home scheme has been suspended as of 16 May 2008; if this scheme will be re-
introduced; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25261/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): One of the key challenges facing
the health service is the need to ensure that services are planned and provided in line with the
clinical needs of the patient. A number of experimental initiatives have been put in place by
the Health Service Executive with a view to providing care in community based rather than
hospital based settings where clinically appropriate. The “Hospital in the Home” service is one
such initiative along with the introduction of Primary Care Teams, Community Intervention
Teams, a Rapid Access Service for the Elderly and the GP Out of Hours service.

The “Hospital in the Home” service was delivered by a private service provider on the basis
of a service level agreement with the HSE and was for a period of one year. This agreement
came to an end on the 16th March and was extended by agreement until 11th May 2008. During
the year, the service treated in the region of 2,000 patients at an annual cost of \6.83 million.

A review of the service was carried out between January and March of this year under an
independent Chairperson. The review made a number of recommendations. The main recom-
mendation, which has been adopted by the HSE, is that the concept of the “Hospital in the
Home” be retained and that the service should be repatriated within existing HSE services.
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The HSE has emphasised that no patient was disadvantaged by this decision and has advised
that patients who had been receiving services from the provider in question when the contract
ceased have had their episode of care continued until it was scheduled to finish. These patients
have since been referred back to their primary physician for management of any future care
needs.

The HSE is developing the range of services provided by the Community Intervention Teams
in the Greater Dublin Area and extending their coverage with a view to meeting the needs of
patients previously treated by the “Hospital in the Home” service.

I have agreed to meet shortly with representatives from the company which had been provid-
ing this service.

Nursing Home Subventions.

188. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Health and Children the charge being
applied to persons who currently are admitted to a public nursing home or are placed in a
nursing home bed by a hospital that deems the patient unfit to be discharged home; and if a
change in the scheme will be made in advance of the passage of legislation for a unified system
for charging for all nursing home beds. [25271/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Section 53 of the Health Act, 1970,
(as amended by the Health (Amendment) Act, 2005) provides, inter alia, for the levying of a
charge where in-patient services have been provided for a period of not less than 30 days or
for periods aggregating not less than 30 days within the previous 12 months.

The Health (Charges for In-Patient Services) Regulations 2005 in keeping with Section 53
of the Health Act, 1970, as amended, have provided for two different classes of persons on
whom charges may be levied.

With effect from 14th July 2005, charges may be levied on persons who are in receipt of in-
patient services in premises where nursing care is provided on a 24 hours basis, and in premises
where nursing care is not provided on a 24 hour basis. The regulations provide for a different
level of charge in respect of each class as follows:

Class 1

Class 1 refers to people in receipt of in-patient services on premises where nursing care is
provided on a 24 hour basis on those premises. In this case, a weekly charge can be levied of
\120 or the weekly income of that person less \35, whichever is the lesser.

Class 2

Class 2 refers to people in receipt of in-patient services on premises where nursing care is
not provided on a 24 hour basis on those premises. In this situation, a weekly charge can be
levied of \90, or the weekly income of that person less \55 or 60% of the weekly income of
that person, whichever is the lesser.

These regulations provide for the maximum charge to be levied on either class of person.
The HSE has the power to reduce or waive a charge on the grounds of “undue hardship”.
Under Section 1 (b) of the Health (Amendment) Act, 2005, the HSE can examine a person’s
overall financial situation in view of the person’s reasonable expenditure in relation to them-
selves or their dependants, if any.
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It is a matter for the HSE, based on its own legal advice and taking into account the individ-
ual circumstances as well as the service being provided, to make a decision on any charges
levied.

The rate of charges applicable to long stay care have not been increased since their introduc-
tion in July 2005. These charges will be reviewed in the context of “A Fair Deal”.

Services for People with Disabilities.

189. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will support
the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5. [25280/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): The
2008 Service Plan, developed by the HSE and approved by the Minister for Health and Chil-
dren, included \50m for the development of additional disability services. The standard expen-
diture sanction issued to the HSE for 2008 stipulated that the prior approval of the Department
of Health and Children and the Department of Finance would be required in the event of any
proposal to spend this money for any other purpose.

Clearly, is essential that the HSE lives within its overall budget for the year. It needs to
manage its activity levels and cost drivers appropriately to achieve this and I do not believe it
is desirable to resort to using development funding to offset expenditure pressures arising in
respect of ongoing health services.

The HSE is currently reviewing its overall financial position for the year and roll — out of
planned developments in disability services is being considered in that context. I have been in
communication with the HSE with a view to an early determination on the matter. The HSE
has informed my Department that it plans to release 20m of the \50m additional funding for
Disability Services. The Deputy’s specific question relates to the management and delivery of
health and personal services, which are the responsibility of the Health Services Executive
under the Health Act 2004. Accordingly, my Department has requested the Parliamentary
Affairs Division of the Executive to have this matter investigated and to have a reply issued
directly to the Deputy.

Health Service Funding.

190. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health and Children further to a reply
to correspondence from a person (details supplied), if she has received a response from the
Health Service Executive regarding funding; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [25282/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Barry Andrews): I wish
to inform the Deputy that in my response to him of the 28th May 2008, I advised him that my
Office had forwarded information in regard to the project referred to by him to the Director
of the Office of Disabilities and Mental Health in the Department of Health and Children.
However, at present, I understand that Office has no funding available to support this project.

Under the National Childcare Investment Programme 2006 -2010 (NCIP), for which I have
responsibility, both capital and current grant funding is available to support the development
of childcare facilities in both the community (not for profit) and private sectors. It is a require-
ment that childcare services which are funded under the NCIP are accessible to children with
disabilities. As the Deputy will be aware, services open to the public must make reasonable
accommodation for people with disabilities under the provisions of the Equal Status Acts 2000-
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2004. However, there is no provision under the NCIP to provide additional, more specialised
supports, for children with disabilities in childcare facilities.

EU Directives.

191. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children her position on the
recognition of general practice as a speciality with reference to the implementation of Recognit-
ion of Professional Qualifications Directive 2005/36/EC; if Ireland has informed the committee,
established under Article 58 of the Directive, that general practice is a speciality in Europe; if
so, when; if it has not informed the committee, the reason for same; if the Medical Council has
been asked to supply a list of the medical specialties to the Government; the person who is the
Irish representative on the committee; if Ireland has submitted a biennial report to the commit-
tee on the implementation of the directive as required by Article 60; if such a report has been
submitted, if it will be published; if she will forward this Deputy a copy; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [25285/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Directive 2005/36/EC provides for
the mutual recognition of qualifications of nationals of member states in respect of a broad
range of regulated professions, including a number of regulated health professions.

This new Directive makes specific provision — in Articles 28, 29 & 30 — for training in
general medical practice. The specific qualifications for general medical practice are listed in
Annex V to the Directive, as are the qualifications for other medical specialties. The Medical
Council was consulted on the Directive.

General coordination of matters relating to Directive 2005/36/EC is undertaken by the
Department of Education and Science and an official of that Department is appointed to
coordinate the activities of the designated authorities in the State. The national coordinator is
Ireland’s representative on the committee established under Article 58 of the Directive and, as
required, a nominee of a designated authority can attend to advise on relevant matters on the
agenda of any particular meeting.

The report under Article 60 is not due to be presented until two years after 20/10/2007. The
Department of Education and Science will be responsible for the coordination of any such
report at that time, in consultation with other government departments and designated
authorities.

National Drugs Strategy.

192. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Health and Children the estimated
number of drug users here; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25286/08]

In January 2008 the National Advisory Committee on Drugs in Ireland and the Drug and
Alcohol Information and Research Unit in Northern Ireland published the results of an all-
island Drug Prevalence Survey carried out in 2006/2007 on a representative sample of people
aged 15-64 years. Results are available separately for Ireland and Northern Ireland. The results
for Ireland indicate that:

• 3% of respondents reported using any illegal drug during the last month (current use);

• 7% reported using any illegal drug in the last year (recent use); and

• 24% reported having ever used any illegal drug in their lifetime (ever used). Applying
these percentages to the 2006 Census of Population figures for the 15-64 year age group
(a total of 2,907,473 people), suggests that:
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• 87,000 people have used any illegal drug in the last month;

• 204,000 people have used any illegal drug in the last year; and

• 698,000 people have used any illegal drug in their lifetime.

While the number of people who report ever using any illegal drug in Ireland has increased
from 18.5% of the population in 2002/3 to 24% in 2006/7, this is to be expected as successive
cohorts of those who grew up when there was increased exposure to different drugs grow older.
It should, however, be noted that there has been no comparable increase in current use or
recent use and that current use continues to be low.

While cannabis continues to be the most commonly used illegal drug, cocaine use has grown,
particularly among the young adult (15-34 years) population. The HSE has in place a national
cocaine awareness campaign and funding has also been allocated by the Department of Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs to enable Local and Regional Drug Task Forces to
develop local awareness campaigns to dovetail with this.

My Department and the HSE are participating in the development of the new National Drug
Strategy 2009-2016 which is being led by the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs. This strategy will provide the opportunity for a renewed emphasis on prevention.

193. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of
patients receiving methadone treatment in each of the Health Service Executive regions to date;
the gender and age profile of same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25287/08]

194. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of
patients who received methadone treatment since 1995 to date in 2008; the gender and age
profile of same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25288/08]

195. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of
methadone clinics in Dublin City; the location of each clinic; the number of clients receiving
methadone treatment at each of these clinics; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [25289/08]

196. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of
methadone clinics nationwide; the location of each clinic; the number of clients receiving
methadone treatment at each of these clinics; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [25290/08]

197. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of
people waiting to access a methadone treatment programme; the length of time they have been
waiting; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25291/08]

198. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Health and Children the average cost
of methadone treatment per patient, per year since 2000; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [25292/08]

199. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Health and Children the cost of metha-
done treatment per annum; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25293/08]

200. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of
patients who have successfully completed methadone treatment and are drug-free and no
longer require a methadone treatment place. [25294/08]
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201. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Health and Children the medical treat-
ment services available to poly-drug users; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[25295/08]

202. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Health and Children the alternative
treatments available to opiate users other than the methadone treatment; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [25296/08]

203. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Health and Children the drugs that
people, who are registered on a methadone treatment programme, are addicted to; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [25297/08]

205. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of
drugs counsellors; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25299/08]

206. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Health and Children the number,
location and average length of stay in stabilisation service beds, community based residential
detoxification beds, medical detoxification unit beds and step-down or half-way house beds
available for rehabilitating drug addicts for each of the past eight years; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [25300/08]

207. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of
people waiting for access to stabilisation service beds, community based residential detox-
ification beds, medical detoxification unit beds and step-down or half-way house beds; the
average length of time people have been waiting; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [25301/08]

208. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of
stand alone drug stabilisation units; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25302/08]

209. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Health and Children the number and
type of medical and clerical staff employed by the Health Service Executive within its detox-
ification and rehabilitation residential services for each of the past eight years; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [25303/08]

210. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Health and Children the cocaine specific
treatment centres available; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25304/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I propose to take Questions Nos.
193 to 203, inclusive, and 205 to 210, inclusive, together.

The Deputy’s questions relate to the management and delivery of health and personal social
services, which are the responsibility of the Health Service Executive under the Health Act
2004. Accordingly, my Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the
Executive to arrange to have these matters investigated and replies issued directly to the
Deputy.

Drugs-related Deaths.

204. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of
incidents where methadone featured in a drug related death since 1998 to date in 2008; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [25298/08]
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Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The information sought by the
Deputy is not available in full. However, between January 1998 and December 2001 the Dublin
City and County Coroner’s Office investigated 332 opiate-related deaths in Dublin. Two-thirds
of the opiate users who died tested positive for three or more drugs while just over eleven per
cent tested positive for one drug. Methadone was detected in 189 of the 332 deaths: a more
detailed analysis for 1999 found that of the 84 opiate related deaths in that year, 45 were
methadone-related and of the methadone-related deaths, 15 were receiving methadone accord-
ing to prescribed guidelines.

Information from 2003-2005 will be available in September of this year from the National
Drug Related Deaths Index which was established by the Health Research Board in 2005 at
the request of the Department of Health and Children and the Department of Justice, Equality
and Law Reform.

Questions Nos. 205 to 210, inclusive, answered with Question No. 193.

Health Service Funding.

211. Deputy Frank Fahey asked the Minister for Health and Children the capital expenditure
in each acute hospital during 2005, 2006 and 2007; and the capital allocations or approvals in
respect of each acute hospital for 2008. [25305/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The Government’s sustained high
level of investment in healthcare has enabled the completion and commissioning of numerous
new facilities in both the acute and the non-acute sectors. This year, under the National
Development Plan, capital funding of approximately \594m has been provided to the Health
Service Executive.

Responsibility for the management and delivery of health and personal social services includ-
ing estate management was assigned to the Health Service Executive under the Health Act
2004. Therefore the Executive is the appropriate body to respond to the particular queries
raised by the Deputy. Accordingly, my Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs
Division of the Executive to arrange to have the matter investigated and to have a reply issued
directly to the Deputy.

In relation to acute hospital approvals for 2008, the Health Service Executive’s draft Capital
Plan sets out the Executive’s capital investment proposals over the period 2008-2013. The
project proposals contained in the plan have, following a detailed process of consideration,
been prioritised by the Executive so as to fit within indicative funding levels under the National
Development Plan. The draft plan has been submitted for approval by my Department with
the agreement of the Minister for Finance. Consideration of the draft plan by both departments
is now at an advanced stage and I expect the specific developments for this year to be approved
shortly, following which details of the projects being progressed will be announced by the
Executive.

Health Action Plan.

212. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health and Children when she will
implement a national diabetes strategy alongside an integrated health promotion programme
in order to make people aware of the symptoms and risk factors for diabetes; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [25309/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Mary Wallace): The
Deputy’s question relates to the funding, management and delivery of health and personal
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social services, which are the responsibility of the Health Service Executive under the Health
Act 2004. Accordingly, my Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of
the Executive to arrange to have this matter investigated and to have a reply issued directly to
the Deputy.

Hospital Services.

213. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health and Children if increased paedi-
atric dietetic hours will be granted to Mayo General Hospital; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [25310/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Operational responsibility for the
management and delivery of health and personal social services was assigned to the Health
Service Executive under the Health Act 2004 and funding for all health services has been
provided as part of its overall vote. Therefore, the Executive is the appropriate body to consider
the particular matter raised by the Deputy. My Department has requested the Parliamentary
Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the matter investigated and to have a
reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Hospital Staff.

214. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health and Children when the position
of a paediatric diabetes nurse specialist will be sanctioned for Mayo General Hospital; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [25311/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The Deputy’s question relates to
the management and delivery of health and personal social services, which are the responsibility
of the Health Service Executive under the Health Act, 2004. It is a matter for the Executive
to manage and deploy its human resources to best meet the requirements of its Annual Service
Plan for the delivery of health and personal social services to the public. The Executive is the
appropriate body to consider the matter raised by the Deputy. My Department has requested
the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the matter investigated
and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

215. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health and Children when the position
of community diabetes nurse specialist will be sanctioned for Mayo General Hospital; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [25312/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The Deputy’s question relates to
the management and delivery of health and personal social services, which are the responsibility
of the Health Service Executive under the Health Act, 2004. It is a matter for the Executive
to manage and deploy its human resources to best meet the requirements of its Annual Service
Plan for the delivery of health and personal social services to the public. The Executive is the
appropriate body to consider the matter raised by the Deputy. My Department has requested
the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the matter investigated
and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Hospital Services.

216. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health and Children if counselling
services for patients with diabetes will be provided in Mayo General Hospital; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [25313/08]
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Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Operational responsibility for the
management and delivery of health and personal social services was assigned to the Health
Service Executive under the Health Act 2004 and funding for all health services has been
provided as part of its overall vote. Therefore, the Executive is the appropriate body to consider
the particular matter raised by the Deputy. My Department has requested the Parliamentary
Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the matter investigated and to have a
reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Health Services.

217. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will sanction
the provision of chiropody and ophthalmology services to diabetes patients free of charge; and
if she will make a statement on the matter. [25314/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): There is no statutory obligation
on the Health Service Executive (HSE) to provide chiropody services; however in practice
arrangements have been made in several regions to provide these services, primarily to people
who are medical card holders aged 65 years and over.

Optometric services are provided, free of charge, to adult medical card holders under the
terms of Section 67(1) of the Health Act, 1970. There are no plans at present to extend these
services to any particular group based on a particular medical condition.

Medical Cards.

218. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will sanction
a selected number of doctor only visits per year by diabetes patients to their general prac-
titioners; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25315/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Persons and their dependants who
would otherwise experience undue hardship in meeting the cost of General Practitioner (GP)
services qualify for a medical card, which entitles them to a range of health services free of
charge. In 2005, the GP visit card was introduced as a graduated benefit so that people on
moderate and lower incomes, particularly parents of young children, who did not qualify for a
medical card, would not be deterred on cost grounds from visiting their GP.

In general, eligibility for medical cards and GP visit cards is determined following an examin-
ation of the means of the applicant and his/her dependants (income and relevant outgoings).
The main exception is persons aged 70 and over, who have an automatic statutory entitlement
to a medical card. The GP visit card assessment threshold is 50% higher than the medical
card threshold.

I have no plans to provide for the granting of medical cards or GP visit cards to any particular
group as a whole. However, my Department is currently reviewing all legislation relating to
eligibility for health and personal social services with a view to making the system as fair and
transparent as possible. As part of this general review, a review of the eligibility criteria for
medical cards in the context of economic/financial, medical and social need is being undertaken
with a view to clarifying entitlement to a medical card, and is expected to be completed by
Autumn 2008.

Hospital Services.

219. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Health and Children the average waiting
time from out patient referral to seeing a consultant by speciality in respect of the six major
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Dublin hospitals; and the number of consultants and consultations by speciality in each hospital
in 2007 or the most recent 12 month period for which data is available. [25329/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Operational responsibility for the
management and delivery of health and personal social services was assigned to the Health
Service Executive under the Health Act 2004 and funding for all health services has been
provided as part of its overall vote. Therefore, the Executive is the appropriate body to consider
the particular issues raised by the Deputy. My Department has requested the Parliamentary
Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the matters investigated and to have a
reply issued directly to the Deputy.

The HSE has identified the area of Out-Patient Departments (OPD) as a significant priority
in 2008 and has established a Group to review on a national basis how these services operate.
Among the issues to be examined will be the referral and booking process for OPD appoint-
ments, the operation and management of OPD clinics and the opportunities for innovative
working practices to be adopted across the hospital system.

220. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health and Children when she expects the
review of acute hospital services in the mid-west conducted by consultants (details supplied) to
be published; when the review was established; the estimated cost of the review; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [25330/08]

257. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Health and Children if the findings of the
Teamwork Report are currently being implemented in the mid-west region by the Health
Service Executive despite the fact that the report on the review into the acute services has not
been published by her Department; when this report will be published; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [25710/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The Health Service Executive has
commissioned a number of reviews of the configuration of acute hospital services including the
one in the Mid West referred to by the Deputies. In each case, the first priority is patient
safety. The challenge in the years ahead will be to organise, manage and deliver high quality
services that are focussed in the first instance on the safety of patients.

The Health Service Executive commissioned Horwath Consultants in association with Team-
work Management Services in February 2007 to work on the strategic reviews of acute hospital
services being undertaken by the Executive in the Mid West and Southern regions. The reviews
focus on identifying the best configuration of acute hospital services in the region including
arrangements for A&E, critical care, acute medicine and surgery, together with diagnostic
services so that the highest quality of care can be delivered to the population of the regions
concerned.

The Health Service Executive reviews will act as one of the inputs to decisions on how best
to reconfigure acute services in the regions concerned. The Government and the Executive are
committed to ensuring that the approach to re-organisation of services is carried out in consul-
tation with the key stakeholders, and that each element is progressed incrementally. I believe
that it is important to work with health professionals and other interested parties to secure an
increasing set of improvements over time. This approach will, I am confident, produce the best
outcome for patients.

The detailed matters raised by the Deputies are the responsibility of the HSE. My Depart-
ment has therefore requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to reply
directly to the Deputy in relation to these matters.
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Accident and Emergency Services.

221. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of emergency
cases referred to the accident and emergency department of Ennis General Hospital for each
of the years from 2003 to 2007; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25331/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Operational responsibility for the
management and delivery of health and personal social services was assigned to the Health
Service Executive under the Health Act 2004 and funding for all health services has been
provided as part of its overall vote. Therefore, the Executive is the appropriate body to consider
the particular matter raised by the Deputy. My Department has requested the Parliamentary
Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the matter investigated and to have a
reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Cancer Screening Programme.

222. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health and Children the arrangements cur-
rently in place for women residing in County Clare to avail of both symptomatic breast screen-
ing and mammography services in general; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[25332/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The specific questions raised by
the Deputy relate to the management and delivery of health and personal social services, which
are the responsibility of the HSE under the Health Act 2004. Accordingly, my Department has
requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to respond directly to the
Deputy in this regard.

Medical Cards.

223. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children her plans to address
the financial hardship endured by amputees who number approximately 5,000 of which 50%
are not covered by the GMS or medical card scheme and who must pay for the original pros-
thesis and a replacement prosthesis maybe every three years; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [25335/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Medical cards are made available
by the Health Service Executive (HSE) to persons and their dependants who would otherwise
experience undue hardship in meeting the cost of General Practitioner (GP) services. In
general, eligibility for medical cards and GP visit cards is determined following an examination
of the means of the applicant and his/her dependants (income and relevant outgoings). The
main exception is persons aged 70 and over, who have an automatic statutory entitlement to a
medical card.

In assessing a medical card/GP visit card application, the HSE uses guidelines based on
people’s means which includes their income after tax and PRSI, and takes account of reason-
able expenses incurred in respect of rent or mortgage payments, child care and travel to work.
The assessment process also takes account of other factors, such as medical or social need,
which may impact on people’s ability to meet the cost of GP services.

I have no plans to provide for the granting of medical cards to any particular group as a
whole. However, my Department is currently reviewing all legislation relating to eligibility for
health and personal social services with a view to making the system as fair and transparent as
possible. As part of this exercise, a review of the eligibility criteria for medical cards in the
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context of financial, medical and social need is being undertaken and is expected to be com-
pleted by autumn 2008.

The VHI have informed my Department that the costs of prosthetic/artificial limbs including
replacement limbs are eligible for inclusion in an Out-Patient Healthcare claim. This claim is
subject to the applicable annual excess depending on family or individual member policy status
and the annual maximum benefit payable can vary depending on the plan type chosen.

Health Services.

224. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health and Children the situation
regarding funding for therapy services (details supplied) in County Mayo; and when these
services will be reinstated. [25340/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): Oper-
ational responsibility for the management and delivery of health and personal social services
was assigned to the Health Service Executive under the Health Act 2004 and funding for all
health services has been provided as part of its overall vote. The Executive, therefore, is the
appropriate body to consider the particular case raised by the Deputy. My Department has
requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the matter
investigated and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

225. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health and Children when a child
(details supplied) in County Cork will be assessed at the developmental co-ordination disorder
unit, St. Finbarr’s Hospital, Cork; and the professional staff resources currently available to the
unit. [25344/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): The
Deputy’s question relates to the management and delivery of health and personal services,
which are the responsibility of the Health Service Executive under the Health Act 2004.
Accordingly, my Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Execu-
tive to arrange to have this case investigated and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

226. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for Health and Children when the second
special chair will be provided by the Health Service Executive for a person (details supplied)
in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25366/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): The
Deputy’s question relates to the management and delivery of health and personal services,
which are the responsibility of the Health Service Executive under the Health Act 2004.
Accordingly, my Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Execu-
tive to arrange to have this case investigated and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

227. Deputy Kathleen Lynch asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will quantify
financially and in terms of bed days lost, the cost arising from the delay in the transfer of
patients with a nuero-disability in the Health Service Executive south area to the National
Rehabilitation Hospital in Dun Laoghaire; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[25368/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): The
Deputy’s question relates to the management and delivery of health and personal services,
which are the responsibility of the Health Service Executive under the Health Act 2004.
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Accordingly, my Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Execu-
tive to arrange to have this matter investigated and to have a reply issued directly to the
Deputy.

Health Action Plan.

228. Deputy Kathleen Lynch asked the Minister for Health and Children the members of
the committee who are drawing up the action plan for rehabilitation services; the professional
credentials of the appointees; when they were appointed; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [25369/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): The
National Strategy for the Provision of Rehabilitation Services is currently in the early stages of
development by the Department of Health and Children and the Health Service Executive
(HSE). It is expected that the Strategy will define the scope of rehabilitation service, research
best practice approaches to rehabilitation service,assess the need of the population, outline a
model of service delivery that will encompass all stages of service required to meet the needs
of service users,recommend a framework that will ensure that service developments are within
an agreed national framework with common principle,develop an approach in line with the
transformation of HSE services toward increased delivery at primary care level.

The strategy will focus on the service provision needs of the following categories: static
and progressive neurological conditions, traumatic and non-traumatic brain injury; and other
physically disabling conditions who may benefit from medical, psychological or social rehabili-
tation service provision.

A Steering Group, comprised of senior officials from the Department and the HSE, has been
established to oversee the development of the Strategy. It is intended that a Working Group
will also be formed, which will assist with the production of the Strategy. It is expected that
the membership of the Working Group will be confirmed in the coming weeks.

Health Services.

229. Deputy Kathleen Lynch asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of
appropriately trained professionals employed in posts specifically designated for the rehabili-
tation of patients with a neuro-disability in the 15 to 65 year age group in the Health Service
Executive south area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25371/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Almost 130,000 people work full-
time or part-time in our public health services. In recent years, the Government’s ongoing high
level of investment in health has achieved and maintained significant increases in the numbers
of doctors, nurses and other health care professionals employed in the public health services.
The Government has also invested heavily in the education and training of such personnel in
order to secure a good supply of graduates to provide for the health care needs of the popu-
lation into the future.

Subject to overall parameters set by Government, the Health Service Executive has the
responsibility for determining the composition of its staffing complement. In that regard, it is
a matter for the Executive to manage and deploy its human resources to best meet the require-
ments of its Annual Service Plan for the delivery of health and personal social services to the
public. The Executive is the appropriate body to consider the matter raised by the Deputy. My
Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to
have the matter investigated and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.
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230. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will assist in
the case of a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5. [25372/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The specific questions raised by
the Deputy relate to the management and delivery of health and personal social services, which
are the responsibility of the HSE under the Health Act 2004. Accordingly, my Department has
requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to respond directly to the
Deputy in this regard.

Community Drugs Scheme.

231. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will advise
on a matter (details supplied). [25373/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Operational responsibility for the
management and delivery of health and personal social services was assigned to the Health
Service Executive under the Health Act 2004 and funding for all health services has been
provided as part of its overall vote. The Executive is also responsible for the supply of drugs
and medicines for the GMS and community drugs schemes. Therefore, the Executive is the
appropriate body to consider the issue raised by the Deputy. My Department has requested
the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the matter investigated
and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Services for People with Disabilities.

232. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will support
a matter (details supplied). [25374/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): The
2008 Service Plan, developed by the HSE and approved by my Department, included \50m for
the development of additional disability services. The standard expenditure sanction issued to
the HSE for 2008 stipulated that the prior approval of my Department and the Department of
Finance would be required in the event of any proposal to spend this money for any other
purpose. Clearly, it is essential that the HSE lives within its overall budget for the year. It
needs to manage its activity levels and cost drivers appropriately to achieve this and I do not
believe it is desirable to resort to using development funding to offset expenditure pressures
arising in respect of ongoing health services.

The HSE is currently reviewing its overall financial position for the year and the roll-out of
planned developments in disability services is being considered in that context. I have been in
communication with the HSE with a view to an early determination on the matter.

The Deputy’s specific question relates to the management and delivery of health and per-
sonal services, which are the responsibility of the Health Service Executive under the Health
Act 2004. Accordingly, my Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of
the Executive to arrange to have this matter investigated and to have a reply issued directly to
the Deputy.

Long-Term Illness Scheme.

233. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Health and Children the policy regarding
inclusion of specific long term illnesses on the long-term illness scheme list; and the reason
Huntington’s disease is not included on this list in view of the fact that it is a debilitating long
term illness. [25387/08]
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Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Under the 1970 Health Act, the
Health Service Executive may arrange for the supply, without charge, of drugs, medicines and
medical and surgical appliances to people with a specified condition, for the treatment of that
condition, through the Long Term Illness Scheme (LTI). The LTI does not cover GP fees or
hospital co-payments. The conditions are: mental handicap, mental illness (for people under 16
only), phenylketonuria, cystic fibrosis, spina bifida, hydrocephalus, diabetes mellitus, diabetes
insipidus, haemophilia, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, multiple sclerosis, muscular dystrophies, park-
insonism, conditions arising from thalidomide and acute leukaemia. There are currently no
plans to extend the list of eligible conditions.

Products which are necessary for the management of the specified illness are available to
LTI patients. Other products are available according to the patient’s eligibility.

People who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical services
for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card. In the assessment
process, the Health Service Executive can take into account medical costs incurred by an indi-
vidual or a family. Those who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail of a
GP visit card, which covers the cost of general practice consultations

Non-medical card holders and people whose illness is not covered by the LTI can avail of
the Drugs Payment Scheme, which protects against excessive medicines costs. Under this
scheme, no individual or family unit pays more than \90 per calendar month towards the cost
of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme is easy to use and significantly reduces the cost
burden for families and individuals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines. In addition,
non-reimbursed medical expenses above a set threshold may be offset against tax.

Health Services.

234. Deputy Joe Costello asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will respond to
correspondence from persons (details supplied) in Dublin 7; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [25407/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The Deputy’s question relates to
the management and delivery of health and personal social services, which are the responsibility
of the Health Service Executive (HSE) under the Health Act 2004. Accordingly, my Depart-
ment has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have this
matter investigated and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

As the Deputy may be aware, requests for assessment for intercountry adoption are continu-
ously increasing. The recent study on intercountry adoption, undertaken by the Children’s
Research Centre in Trinity College, revealed that Ireland has one of the highest rates for
foreign adoption in Europe. In addition, as a result of the increased number of children coming
from abroad, a new and increasing demand for post-adoption reports from sending countries
has been created. Both assessments and post-placement reports are being undertaken by HSE
social work staff.

The HSE has been assessing the provision of services in the context of moving from the
health board system to a single executive. It has acknowledged that there is a divergence in
the provision of services and is committed to addressing those differences. In a number of
areas, the HSE has improved waiting times by contracting assessments out to non-statutory
agencies with appropriate expertise.

It is important to note that couples find it frustrating that subsequent to undergoing an
assessment with the HSE and receiving the Declaration of Eligibility and Suitability from the
Adoption Board they must then wait before receiving a referral for a child from the sending
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country(for some countries up to two years). This is an aspect that is outside the jurisdiction
of the HSE and is dependant on the regulations that each individual country has with regard
to Intercountry Adoption.

The HSE has undertaken a review of the intercountry adoption service. This review exam-
ined staffing, business processes, resources, strengths and options within the service and con-
sidered, inter alia, the issue of the commissioning of other providers to undertake some of the
work associated with the assessment process. The HSE has indicated that it will contact the
Department with a proposed strategy on the management of the service into the future based
on this work and parallel discussions with professionals within the service. I would like to
assure the Deputy of my attention to this issue and reiterate the importance of a rigorous and
effective assessment system.

Services for People with Disabilities.

235. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will assist on
a matter regarding a person (details supplied). [25410/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): The
2008 Service Plan, developed by the HSE and approved by the Minister for Health and Chil-
dren, included \50m for the development of additional disability services. The standard expen-
diture sanction issued to the HSE for 2008 stipulated that the prior approval of the Department
of Health and Children and the Department of Finance would be required in the event of any
proposal to spend this money for any other purpose.

Clearly, it is essential that the HSE lives within its overall budget for the year. It needs to
manage its activity levels and cost drivers appropriately to achieve this and I do not believe it
is desirable to resort to using development funding to offset expenditure pressures arising in
respect of ongoing health services. The HSE is currently reviewing its overall financial position
for the year and roll — out of planned developments in disability services is being considered
in that context. I have been in communication with the HSE with a view to an early determi-
nation on the matter. The HSE has informed my Department that it plans to release \20m of
the \50m additional funding for Disability Services.

The Deputy’s specific question relates to the management and delivery of health and per-
sonal services, which are the responsibility of the Health Services Executive under the Health
Act 2004. Accordingly, my Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of
the Executive to have this matter investigated and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

236. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health and Children the position regard-
ing a matter (details supplied). [25416/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): The
2008 Service Plan, developed by the HSE and approved by the Minister for Health and Chil-
dren, included \50m for the development of additional disability services. The standard expen-
diture sanction issued to the HSE for 2008 stipulated that the prior approval of the Department
of Health and Children and the Department of Finance would only be required in the event
of any proposal to spend this money for any other purpose. Clearly, it is essential that the HSE
lives within its overall budget for the year. It needs to manage its activity levels and cost drivers
appropriately to achieve this and I do not believe it is desirable to resort to using development
funding to offset expenditure pressures arising in respect of ongoing health services.
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The HSE is currently reviewing its overall financial position for the year and roll — out of
planned developments in disability services is being considered in that context. I have been in
communication with the HSE with a view to an early determination on the matter. The HSE
has informed my Department that it plans to release \20m of the \50m additional funding for
Disability Services.

The Deputy’s specific question relates to the management and delivery of health and per-
sonal services, which are the responsibility of the Health Service Executive under the Health
Act 2004. Accordingly, my Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of
the Executive to arrange to have this matter investigated and to have a reply issued directly to
the Deputy.

Medical Cards.

237. Deputy Bernard Allen asked the Minister for Health and Children the reason a person
(details supplied) in County Cork has been told that they cannot get their dentures fixed under
the medical card scheme due to the fact that the scheme has terminated; and the steps they
should take to have replacement dentures provided. [25418/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The Deputy’s question relates to
the funding, management and delivery of health and personal social services, which are the
responsibility of the Health Service Executive under the Health Act 2004. Accordingly, my
Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to
have this matter investigated and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

238. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Health and Children if smear tests are covered
under medical card scheme; if so, the reason some general practitioners do not provide such a
service to medical card holders; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25427/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Cervical smear testing is not cur-
rently provided by GPs or family planning clinics under the scheme for medical card holders.
However, where cervical smears form part of recognised protocols for the ongoing treatment
of individual patient illnesses, they should be provided free of charge to eligible women under
the General Medical Services (GMS) Scheme. Any necessary follow-up treatment is available
to all women, including medical card holders, within the public hospital system.

The roll out of a national cervical screening programme is the most efficient population
approach to preventing and controlling cervical cancer. The National Cancer Screening Service
(NCSS) is planning to roll out such a programme on a national basis towards the end of the
summer. Women aged 25 to 44 years old will be screened every 3 years; women aged 45 to 60
will be screened every 5 years. The service will be available free of charge to eligible women
everywhere in the country. Approximately 230,000 women will be screened annually, assuming
an 80% take up by eligible women. All elements of the programme — call/recall, smear taking,
laboratories, colposcopy and treatment services will be quality assured, organised and managed
to deliver a single integrated national service.

Additional revenue funding of \5.0m was allocated to the NCSS in 2007 for the roll-out of
the programme and an additional \15.0m has been allocated in 2008. An additional 30 posts
have been approved to facilitate integration and roll-out of the programme.

Health Repayment Scheme.

239. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Health and Children the reason a person
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(details supplied) in County Cork has not received payment under the health repayment
scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25442/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The Health Service Executive has
responsibility for administering the Repayment Scheme and the information sought by the
Deputy relates to matters within the area of responsibility of the Executive. My Department
has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the matter
investigated and to have a reply issued to the Deputy.

Health Services.

240. Deputy Olwyn Enright asked the Minister for Health and Children further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 155 of 29 April 2008, the number of speech and language therapists in
Counties Offaly and Laois over the past five years; the average length of waiting lists to see
same from 2003 to date in 2008; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25444/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): The
Deputy’s question relates to the management and delivery of health and personal services,
which are the responsibility of the Health Service Executive under the Health Act 2004.
Accordingly, my Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Execu-
tive to arrange to have this matter investigated and to have a reply issued directly to the
Deputy.

Hospital Accommodation.

241. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health and Children when a bed will be
made available in University College Hospital, Galway for a person (details supplied) in County
Mayo. [25476/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Operational responsibility for the
management and delivery of health and personal social services is a matter for the Health
Service Executive and funding for all health services has been provided as part of its overall
Vote. Therefore, the Executive is the appropriate body to consider the particular case raised
by the Deputy. My Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Execu-
tive to arrange to have the matter investigated and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Services for People with Disabilities.

242. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health and Children her views on a
matter (details supplied). [25492/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): The
National Intellectual Disability database (NIDD) report for 2007 identified 329 individuals with
intellectual disability, all aged 20 years or over, as being accommodated in psychiatric hospitals.
It should be noted that registration on the NIDD is voluntary. An integral part of the National
Disability Strategy is Multi-Annual Investment Programme, (MAIP), announced in the 2005
Budget, which provides \900m for the provision of specific high priority disability services over
the period 2006 to 2009. MAIP commitments include the development of new residential,
respite and day places for persons with intellectual disability and autism in each of the years
covered by the programme as well as the transfer of persons with intellectual disability or
autism from psychiatric hospitals and other inappropriate placements.
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The Deputy’s specific question relates to the progress and details of the programme to move
those individuals to more appropriate accommodation, relate to the management and delivery
of health and personal social services, which are the responsibility of the Health Service Execu-
tive under the Health Act 2004. Accordingly, my Department has requested the Parliamentary
Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have these matters investigated to have a reply
issued directly to the Deputy.

Hospital Waiting Lists.

243. Deputy John Cregan asked the Minister for Health and Children when a person (details
supplied) in County Limerick will be admitted to Cork University Hospital for surgery; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [25500/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The management of waiting lists
generally is a matter for the Health Service Executive and the individual hospitals concerned.
Therefore, the Executive is the appropriate body to consider the particular case raised by the
Deputy. My Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to
arrange to have the case investigated and to reply directly to the Deputy.

Medical Cards.

244. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health and Children when she expects
to receive the report of the Independent Pricing Body on a dispensing fee to be paid to pharma-
cists in relation to the medical card scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[25510/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The Independent Pricing Body
has submitted its Report to me and I am considering its findings prior to submitting it to
Government.

Hospital Services.

245. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health and Children when a person (details
supplied) in County Mayo will be called for an appointment to a hospital in Dublin. [25512/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Operational responsibility for the
management and delivery of health and personal social services is a matter for the Health
Service Executive and funding for all health services has been provided as part of its overall
Vote. Therefore, the Executive is the appropriate body to consider the particular case raised
by the Deputy. My Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Execu-
tive to arrange to have the matter investigated and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

National Drugs Strategy.

246. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health and Children the way the
delivery of the current and future National Drugs Strategy will be impacted by the further cost
cutting plans of the Health Service Executive who are reportedly looking to cut costs in the
region of \193 million over the coming months. [24737/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The Deputy’s question relates to
the management and delivery of health and personal social services, which are the responsibility
of the Health Service Executive under the Health Act 2004. Accordingly, my Department has
requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have this matter
investigated and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.
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Health Repayment Scheme.

247. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Health and Children the reason a person
(details supplied) in County Clare has not received payment; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [25519/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The Health Service Executive has
responsibility for administering the Repayment Scheme and the information sought by the
Deputy relates to matters within the area of responsibility of the Executive. My Department
has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the matter
investigated and to have a reply issued to the Deputy.

Health Services.

248. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Health and Children when an application will
be processed for a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [25521/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Máire Hoctor): Oper-
ational responsibility for the management and delivery of health and personal social services
was assigned to the Health Service Executive (HSE) under the Health Act 2004 and funding
for all health services has been provided as part of its overall vote. The HSE’s responsibility
includes the operation of the Housing Aid Scheme for the Elderly, on behalf of the Department
of Environment, Heritage and Local Government. Therefore, the Executive is the appropriate
body to consider the particular case raised by the Deputy. The Department has requested the
Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the matter investigated and
to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Child Care Services.

249. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Health and Children the position in the case
of a child care group (details supplied) in County Tipperary in relation to their application for
funding. [25524/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Barry Andrews): As
the Deputy will be aware, I have responsibility for the National Childcare Investment Prog-
ramme 2006-2010 (NCIP), which will invest \575 million over 5 years. I understand from
enquiries made that the Group in question was approved staffing funding amounting to
\144,868 under the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme 2000 — 2006 with a further
\22,312 staffing subvention approved under the new NCIP Community Childcare Subvention
Scheme for this year. I also understand that Pobal, which manages the day-to-day operation of
the NCIP, has received this Group’s capital application for \1.2 million recently from their local
County Childcare Committee for examination and assessment. Following Pobal’s assessment of
the application, it will be forwarded to the Childcare Directorate of my Office for final con-
sideration and recommendation to the Secretary General of the Department of Health and
Children.

Vaccination Programme.

250. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Health and Children when she will provide
the BCG vaccination to newborns in the Cork region; the steps she is taking to reduce the two
year waiting list for administering this vaccination; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [25531/08]
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Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The Deputy’s question relates to
the funding, management and delivery of health and personal social services, which are the
responsibility of the Health Service Executive under the Health Act 2004. Accordingly, my
Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to
have this matter investigated and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Health Services.

251. Deputy Dinny McGinley asked the Minister for Health and Children when a person
(details supplied) in County Donegal will be called for an operation; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [25537/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Operational responsibility for the
management and delivery of health and personal social services was assigned to the Health
Service Executive under the Health Act 2004 and funding for all health services has been
provided as part of its overall vote. Therefore, the Executive is the appropriate body to consider
the particular matter raised by the Deputy. My Department has requested the Parliamentary
Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the matter investigated and to have a
reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Services for People with Disabilities.

252. Deputy Christy O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health and Children when the Health
Service Executive will be instructed to release the development funding for intellectual dis-
ability to the relevant organisations. [25595/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): The
2008 Service Plan, developed by the HSE and approved by the Minister for Health and Chil-
dren, included \50m for the development of additional disability services. The standard expen-
diture sanction issued to the HSE for 2008 stipulated that the prior approval of the Department
of Health and Children and the Department of Finance would be required in the event of any
proposal to spend this money for any other purpose.

Clearly, it is essential that the HSE lives within its overall budget for the year. It needs to
manage its activity levels and cost drivers appropriately to achieve this and I do not believe it
is desirable to resort to using development funding to offset expenditure pressures arising in
respect of ongoing health services. The HSE is currently reviewing its overall financial position
for the year and roll — out of planned developments in disability services is being considered
in that context. I have been in communications with the HSE with a view to an early determi-
nation on the matter. The HSE has informed my Department that it plans to release \20m of
the \50m additional funding for Disability Services.

The Deputy’s specific question relates to the management and delivery of health and per-
sonal services, which are the responsibility of the Health Service Executive under the Health
Act 2004. Accordingly, my Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of
the Executive to arrange to have this matter investigated and to have a reply issued directly to
the Deputy.

253. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health and Children the occupational
therapy, speech and language therapy and physiotherapy staff resources currently being pro-
vided at a school (details supplied) in County Cork; her plans to increase these resources for
the 2008-2009 school year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25686/08]
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Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): The
2008 Service Plan, developed by the HSE and approved by the Minister for Health and Chil-
dren, included \50m for the development of additional disability services. The standard expen-
diture sanction issued to the HSE for 2008 stipulated that the prior approval of the Department
of Health and Children and the Department of Finance would be required in the event of any
proposal to spend this money for any other purpose.

Clearly, it is essential that the HSE lives within its overall budget for the year. It needs to
manage its activity levels and cost drivers appropriately to achieve this and I do not believe it
is desirable to resort to using development funding to offset expenditure pressures arising in
respect of ongoing health services. The HSE is currently reviewing its overall financial position
for the year and roll-out of planned developments in disability services is being considered in
that context. I have been in communication with HSE with a view to an early determination
on the matter. The HSE has informed my Department that it plans to release \20m of the
\50m additional funding for Disability Services.

The Deputy’s specific question relates to the management and delivery of health and per-
sonal services, which are the responsibility of the Health Service Executive under the Health
Act 2004. Accordingly, my Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the
Executive to arrange to have this matter investigated and a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Medical Aids and Appliances.

254. Deputy Michael D. Higgins asked the Minister for Health and Children if the Health
Service Executive has informed her that orthotic services have recently been transferred from
the hospital to the community setting with payment for such devices as orthopaedic footwear
and insoles sanctioned by local health offices; and if the Health Service Executive has further
informed her of their assessment of the success or otherwise of this transfer and of cut-backs
it may be making in terms of front-line staff or local health office sanction of orthotic devices
in order not to overspend its 2008 budget. [25702/08]

255. Deputy Michael D. Higgins asked the Minister for Health and Children if the Health
Service Executive has informed her of an assessment it has made or is currently making regard-
ing the impact of the recent move of orthotic services from the hospital to the community
setting on patients who have recently undergone a surgical procedure substantially affecting
their mobility notably, for example, a hip replacement; if the Health Service Executive has
further informed her whether it has assessed if the recent move has resulted in patients having
to walk and travel more directly after surgery than before to avail of orthotic services; and if
the Health Service Executive will provide post-surgery preliminary orthotic services up to and
including sanction for orthotic devices in the hospital setting in order to minimise the need for
patients to have to walk and travel in a delicate state after surgery. [25703/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 254 and 255 together.

The Deputy’s question relates to the management and delivery of health and personal
services, which are the responsibility of the Health Service Executive under the Health Act
2004. Accordingly, my Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the
Executive to arrange to have this matter investigated and to have a reply issued directly to
the Deputy.

Health Repayment Scheme.

256. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health and Children when a person (details
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supplied) in County Mayo will receive payment under the health repayment scheme in view of
the fact that a decision on this matter was reached in July 2007. [25709/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The Health Service Executive has
responsibility for administering the Repayment Scheme and the information sought by the
Deputy relates to matters within the area of responsibility of the Executive. My Department
has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the matter
investigated and to have a reply issued to the Deputy.

Question No. 257 answered with Question No. 220.

Departmental Contracts.

258. Deputy Jim O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health and Children the reason the infor-
mation sought in Parliamentary Question No. 88 of 15 May 2008 has not been furnished; and
if she will make a statement on the matter. [25711/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Compilation of the information
originally requested by the Deputy in Parliamentary Question No. 88 of 15 May 2008 involved
a considerable amount of work by all units in my Department. This work has now been
completed.

Details of firms of solicitors or individual barristers engaged by my Department on a contrac-
tual basis over the period concerned is set out in the following table.
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Ethics in Public Offices Act.

259. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Health and Children if, during or following
her meeting on 27 July 2005 with the Chinese ambassador to Ireland, she received gifts; if so,
the gifts she received; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25723/08]

260. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Health and Children if, during her meeting
on 14 October 2005 with the Minister for Health of Malaysia, she received gifts; if so, the gifts
she received; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25724/08]

261. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Health and Children if, during or following
her meeting on 12 December 2007 with the ambassador of Saudi Arabia, she received gifts; if
so, the gifts she received; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25725/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I propose to take Questions Nos.
259 to 261, inclusive, together.

I can confirm that the meetings referred to by the Deputy took place and that no gifts were
received during or following these meetings.

Hospital Procedures.

262. Deputy Edward O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will arrange
admission for surgery in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork. [25770/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Operational responsibility for the
management and delivery of health and personal social services is a matter for the Health
Service Executive and funding for all health services has been provided as part of its overall
Vote. Therefore, the Executive is the appropriate body to consider the particular case raised
by the Deputy. My Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Execu-
tive to arrange to have the matter investigated and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Patients waiting more than three months on a surgical waiting list may qualify for treatment
under the National Treatment Purchase Fund. It is open to the person in question or anyone
acting on their behalf to contact the Fund directly in relation to their case.

Hospital Staff.

263. Deputy Ulick Burke asked the Minister for Health and Children the additional resources
or staff required to put the additional ten beds funded in 2007 and lying idle at University
College Hospital, Galway and three beds at Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe into service; if
she will provide the necessary resources and staff; and when the beds will be put into
service. [25786/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Operational responsibility for the
management and delivery of health and personal social services was assigned to the Health
Service Executive under the Health Act 2004 and funding for all health services has been
provided as part of its overall vote. Therefore, the Executive is the appropriate body to consider
the particular matter raised by the Deputy. My Department has requested the Parliamentary
Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the matter investigated and to have a
reply issued directly to the Deputy.
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Medical Cards.

264. Deputy Ulick Burke asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of persons
in County Galway who were holders of full medical cards for each of the years 2005, 2006 and
2007 and to date in 2008; the number of persons with general practitioner visit-only cards for
the same years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25787/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The Health Service Executive has
the operational and funding responsibility for medical cards and GP visit cards. It collates
medical card and GP visit card data by county, age and gender. My Department has therefore
requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to address these
matters and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Hospital Staff.

265. Deputy Ulick Burke asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of full-
time nurses at Merlin Park Hospital and Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, County Galway for
each of the years 2003 to 2007 and at present; the number of part-time or temporary nurses
for each of the years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25788/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The Deputy’s question relates to
the management and delivery of health and personal social services, which are the responsibility
of the Health Service Executive under the Health Act 2004. It is a matter for the Executive to
manage and deploy its human resources to best meet the requirements of its Annual Service
Plan for the delivery of health and personal social services to the public. The Executive is the
appropriate body to consider the matter raised by the Deputy. My Department has requested
the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the matter investigated
and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Health Services.

266. Deputy Ulick Burke asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will confirm that
there are restrictions and cutbacks on travel within the Health Service Executive western area;
the category of staff affected by these cutbacks; the effects of these cutbacks on the delivery
of community health services; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25789/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Under the Health Act 2004, the
management and delivery of health and personal social services, including related budgetary
issues, are the responsibility of the Health Service Executive. In this regard, the Executive is
the appropriate body to consider the matter raised by the Deputy. My Department has
requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have this matter
investigated and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Hospital Accommodation.

267. Deputy Ulick Burke asked the Minister for Health and Children the cost to date of the
planning, design and investigation for the provision of the new planned 50-bed unit at St
Brendan’s Hospital, Loughrea, County Galway; and the estimated cost of the completed
unit. [25790/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Máire Hoctor): Oper-
ational responsibility for the management and delivery of health and personal social services
was assigned to the Health Service Executive under the Health Act 2004. Therefore, the Execu-
tive is the appropriate body to consider the particular matter raised by the Deputy. My Depart-
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ment has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the
matter investigated and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Health Services.

268. Deputy Ulick Burke asked the Minister for Health and Children if the Health Service
Executive western area has benefited substantially from the bequest of a person (details
supplied); when the finance was received; the use to which it was put; if it was in accordance
with the wishes of the donor; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25791/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Máire Hoctor): Oper-
ational responsibility for the management and delivery of health and personal social services
was assigned to the Health Service Executive under the Health Act 2004. Therefore, the Execu-
tive is the appropriate body to consider the particular matter raised by the Deputy. My Depart-
ment has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the
matter investigated and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

269. Deputy Ulick Burke asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will provide the
resources for the provision of the long-planned new health centre for Gort, County Galway;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25792/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The provision of the appropriate
infrastructure to facilitate the delivery of primary care services is the responsibility of the
Health Service Executive. My Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division
of the Executive to arrange to have the matter raised by the Deputy investigated and to have
a reply issued directly to the Deputy as a matter of urgency.

Health Service Expenditure.

270. Deputy Ulick Burke asked the Minister for Health and Children the cost to the Health
Service Executive western area of the contract cleaning at University College Hospital, Galway,
Merlin Park Hospital, Galway and Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, County Galway for each
of the past three years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25795/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Operational responsibility for the
management and delivery of health and personal social services was assigned to the Health
Service Executive under the Health Act 2004 and funding for all health services has been
provided as part of its overall vote. Therefore, the Executive is the appropriate body to consider
the particular matter raised by the Deputy. My Department has requested the Parliamentary
Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the matter investigated and to have a
reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Nursing Home Subventions.

271. Deputy Ulick Burke asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of persons
in County Galway who are in receipt of enhanced subvention in private and public nursing
homes; the cost for each of the years 2005, 2006, 2007 and to date in 2008; the number of
persons in receipt of respite place for these years; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [25796/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Máire Hoctor): Oper-
ational responsibility for the management and delivery of health and personal social services
was assigned to the Health Service Executive under the Health Act 2004. Therefore, the Execu-
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tive is the appropriate body to consider the particular matter raised by the Deputy. My Depart-
ment has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the
matter investigated and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Health Service Staff.

272. Deputy Ulick Burke asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of bullying
cases active within the Health Service Executive for each of the HSE areas; her views on
whether in-house investigations are adequate; the number of cases resolved through these
processes; the number of cases which have proceeded to outside arbitration; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [25797/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Under the Health Act 2004, the
Health Service Executive has the responsibility to manage and deliver, or arrange to have
delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services in a safe and secure setting. This
includes responsibility for dealing with any complaints an employee may have concerning his
or her working environment. The Executive is therefore the appropriate body to consider the
matter raised by the Deputy. My Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division
of the Executive to arrange to have the matter investigated and to have a reply issued to
the Deputy.

273. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Health and Children if the recruitment issues
experienced in hiring care assistants to run the newly renovated ten-bed residential service for
the mentally infirm (details supplied) in County Tipperary have been resolved; if all newly
refurbished units across the country are being delayed in this fashion; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [25812/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): Oper-
ational responsibility for the management and delivery of health and personal social services
was assigned to the Health Service Executive under the Health Act 2004 and funding for all
health services has been provided as part of its overall vote. The Executive, therefore, is the
appropriate body to consider the particular case raised by the Deputy. My Department has
requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the matter
investigated and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Hospital Services.

274. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Health and Children if the ten-bed day
respite ward in Our Lady’s Hospital, Cashel was intended originally to be open full-time; the
number of days a week it is currently open; the days of the week it is open; and the number
of beds being used on a weekly basis there. [25826/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Máire Hoctor): Oper-
ational responsibility for the management and delivery of health and personal social services
was assigned to the Health Service Executive under the Health Act 2004. Therefore, the Execu-
tive is the appropriate body to consider the particular matter raised by the Deputy. My Depart-
ment has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the
matter investigated and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Services for People with Disabilities.

275. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will advise
and assist on a matter regarding a person (details supplied). [25830/08]
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Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): The
2008 Service Plan, developed by the HSE and approved by the Minister for Health and Chil-
dren, included \50m for the development of additional disability services. The standard expen-
diture sanction issued to the HSE for 2008 stipulated that the prior approval of the Department
of Health and Children and the Department of Finance would be required in the event of any
proposal to spend this money for any other purpose.

Clearly, it is essential that the HSE lives within its overall budget for the year. It needs to
manage its activity levels and cost drivers appropriately to achieve this and I do not believe it
is desirable to resort to using development funding to offset expenditure pressures arising in
respect of ongoing health services. The HSE is currently reviewing its overall financial position
for the year and roll-out of planned developments in disability services is being considered in
that context. I have been in communication with the HSE with a view to an early determination
on the matter. The HSE has informed my Department that it plans to release \20m of the
\50m additional funding for Disability Services.

The Deputy’s specific question relates to the management and delivery of health and per-
sonal services, which are the responsibility of the Health Service Executive under the Health
Act 2004. Accordingly, my Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of
the Executive to arrange to have this matter investigated and to have a reply issued directly to
the Deputy.

Services for People with Disabilities.

276. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will advise
and assist on a matter regarding a person (details supplied) in Dublin 5; and if she will work
with the Department of Social and Family Affairs on this issue. [25834/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): The
Mobility Allowance is a monthly payment administered by the Health Service Executive (HSE)
which provides financial support to severely disabled people who are unable to walk or use
public transport and is intended to enable them to benefit from a change in surroundings, for
example, by financing the occasional taxi journey.

To qualify for a social assistance payment a person must satisfy a means test. The means test
examines sources of income and includes provision to disregard numerous sources of income
including child benefit, carers allowance/benefit, supplementary welfare, fuel allowance and
living alone allowance. Mobility Allowance applicants must undergo a means test to ensure a
cost effective delivery of the scheme. As per any social assistance scheme, a balance must be
struck between the needs of any individual and the requirements to prioritise public funds.
Any person who receives mobility allowance must do so on the basis of genuine need in accord-
ance with the medical criteria and the means test laid down in the scheme.

Under the supplementary welfare allowance scheme, which is administered on behalf of the
Department of Social and Family Affairs by the community welfare division of the Health
Service Executive, an exceptional needs payment (ENP) may be made to help meet an essen-
tial, once-off cost which the applicant is unable to meet out of his/her own resources. There is
no automatic entitlement to this payment. Each application is determined by the Executive
based on the particular circumstances of the case.

The Community Welfare Officer (CWO) of the HSE has advised that Ms Gorman has not
made a request for an ENP. The CWO has further advised that should Ms Gorman wish to be
considered for an exceptional needs payment she should contact the HSE at (01) 8480666 or
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(01) 8774113 in order to make an appointment. If she is unable to attend the health centre the
CWO can arrange to make a home visit.

The Deputy’s question relates to the management and delivery of health and personal
services, which are the responsibility of the Health Service Executive under the Health Act
2004. Accordingly, my Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the
Executive to arrange to have this case investigated and to have a reply issued directly to
the Deputy.

Mental Health Services.

277. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Health and Children if the mental health
day care and day unit in Clonmel, County Tipperary started construction on 7 April 2008 as
planned; and the completion date in relation to same. [25836/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): Oper-
ational responsibility for the management and delivery of health and personal social services
was assigned to the Health Service Executive under the Health Act 2004 and funding for all
health services has been provided as part of its overall vote. The Executive, therefore, is the
appropriate body to consider the particular matter raised by the Deputy. My Department has
requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the matter
investigated and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Hospital Services.

278. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Health and Children if the two beds for
respite care in Our Lady’s Hospital in Cashel, County Tipperary in the newly refurbished unit
are operational; if not, when they will be operational; and if the other eight residential beds
are being used to full capacity. [25837/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Máire Hoctor): Oper-
ational responsibility for the management and delivery of health and personal social services
was assigned to the Health Service Executive under the Health Act 2004. Therefore, the Execu-
tive is the appropriate body to consider the particular matter raised by the Deputy. My Depart-
ment has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the
matter investigated and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Health Services.

279. Deputy John Cregan asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will provide
funding for setting up a community first responder programme in the Athea area of County
Limerick, in order to train people in cardiopulmonary resuscitation and the use of defibrillators;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25838/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Mary Wallace): The
Deputy’s question relates to the funding, management and delivery of health and personal
social services, which are the responsibility of the Health Service Executive under the Health
Act 2004. Accordingly, my Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of
the Executive to arrange to have this matter investigated and to have a reply issued directly to
the Deputy.
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Services for People with Disabilities.

280. Deputy Kathleen Lynch asked the Minister for Health and Children the reason support
funding has been refused to a person (details supplied) in County Cork who requires care in a
day service capacity; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25839/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): The
2008 Service Plan, developed by the HSE and approved by the Minister for Health and Chil-
dren, included \50m for the development of additional disability services. The standard expen-
diture sanction issued to the HSE for 2008 stipulated that the prior approval of the Department
of Health and Children and the Department of Finance would be required in the event of any
proposal to spend this money for any other purpose.

Clearly, it is essential that the HSE lives within its overall budget for the year. It needs to
manage its activity levels and cost drivers appropriately to achieve this and I do not believe it
is desirable to resort to using development funding to offset expenditure pressures arising in
respect of ongoing health services. The HSE is currently reviewing its overall financial position
for the year and roll-out of planned developments in disability services is being considered in
that context. I have been in communication with the HSE with a view to an early determination
on the matter. The HSE has informed my Department that it plans to release \20m of the
\50m additional funding for Disability Services.

The Deputy’s specific question relates to the management and delivery of health and per-
sonal services, which are the responsibility of the Health Service Executive under the Health
Act 2004. Accordingly, my Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of
the Executive to arrange to have this matter investigated and to have a reply issued directly to
the Deputy.

Child Care Services.

281. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health and Children the status of fund-
ing for community child care facilities; the procedure to be employed from September 2008 for
the allocation of such funding; the results of the evaluation of the impact which the proposed
new funding mechanism will have on the operation of existing facilities; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [25845/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Barry Andrews): As
the Deputy will be aware, I have responsibility for the National Childcare Investment Prog-
ramme 2006-2010 (NCIP) under which the Community Childcare Subvention Scheme (CCSS)
was introduced in January of this year. The CCSS replaced the previous staffing support grant
scheme which was implemented under the EU co-funded Equal Opportunities Childcare Prog-
ramme 2000-2006 (EOCP) and which ended in December 2007.

In providing for the CCSS and the previous EOCP support scheme, Government childcare
policy has recognised the need to target additional supports towards disadvantaged families in
addition to the main supports which are made available to parents to assist them with their
childcare costs, that is Child Benefit and the Early Childcare Supplement. The latter payment
is the responsibility of my Office, and it alone is expected to amount to expenditure of over
\500m in 2008. These payments are universal and benefit all parents, regardless of their income,
labour market status or the type of childcare they choose.

The Community Childcare Subvention Scheme has an allocation of \154.2 million over 2008-
2010 and will continue to support and ensure the sustainability of community-based childcare
services which provide reduced childcare fees for disadvantaged parents. Community-based
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childcare services will qualify for grant aid on the basis of the level of service they provide and
the profile of the parents benefiting from their service. The parent profile of each service, and
the amount of subvention it will receive, are determined on the basis of completed parent
declaration forms which they return as part of the application process. The subvention received
by services is, in turn, reflected in a tiered fee system under which reduced fees are charged to
parents who qualify as disadvantaged under the scheme. As the parent declaration forms are
completed on an annual basis, the level of funding which is approved for each service is estab-
lished on an annual basis.

Transitional arrangements have been put in place to facilitate services which were funded
under the previous EOCP support scheme to adjust to the new arrangements. As a result, these
services will receive not less than 95% of their previous level of funding in 2008. The CCSS
also recognises that in some cases, particularly in rural areas or on the islands, community
childcare services may operate with a small or fluctuating number of children, in which case a
minimum annual grant level of \20,000 can be awarded.

The CCSS provides an effective framework for the continued targeting of additional
resources towards disadvantaged parents and their children while continuing to support com-
munity-based childcare services generally, and I am satisfied that it will also be effective in
delivering the NCIP objectives of supporting families to break the cycle of poverty and disad-
vantage. It will also provide a framework which can accommodate any future childcare related
initiatives which may be introduced. The scheme is responsive to the level of service provided
as well as the degree of parental disadvantage and the ceiling for funding which existed under
the previous scheme has been removed. Account is also taken of all of the operational costs of
the service rather than staffing costs alone. The changes which have been introduced will ensure
that the most affordable childcare is available to families according to their means. Put simply,
the tiered fee structure is the most effective way of ensuring that the considerable and ongoing
Government support for the community childcare sector, will be targeted at those who need
it most.

I am also pleased to advise the Deputy that, the Childcare Directorate of my Office has
notified services of their individual grant levels for July-December 2008 and that the total
amount of grant assistance under the new Scheme will be significantly higher than was the case
under the previous scheme. I am confident that the Community Childcare Subvention Scheme
is a fair and equitable way of supporting community childcare operators in the provision of an
affordable and high quality service to parents.

Hospital Staff.

282. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health and Children the steps she is
taking to resource the staffing needs of the special care baby unit at Portiuncula Hospital,
Ballinasloe, County Galway; when the new facilities will be fully commissioned and operational;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25846/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Operational responsibility for the
management and delivery of health and personal social services was assigned to the Health
Service Executive under the Health Act 2004 and funding for all health services has been
provided as part of its overall vote. Therefore, the Executive is the appropriate body to consider
the particular matter raised by the Deputy. My Department has requested the Parliamentary
Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the matter investigated and to have a
reply issued directly to the Deputy.
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Departmental Properties.

283. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Health and Children the psychiatric insti-
tutions sold to fund the A Vision for Change mental health policy; the land sold for these
purposes; the sales of land and institutions which had the money from the sale paid directly to
the Department of Finance; the number of these whose money went directly to the Department
of Finance that have been reimbursed back to the Health Service Executive; the number of
these reimbursements; and the amount ring-fenced for the policies outlined in A Vision for
Change. [25847/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): ’A
Vision for Change’, the Report of the Expert Group on Mental Health Policy has been
accepted by Government as the basis for the future development of our mental health services.
The Report recommends inter alia that a plan to bring about the closure of all psychiatric
hospitals should be drawn up and implemented, and that the resources released by these clos-
ures should be protected for reinvestment in the mental health service. It is understood that
the Health Service Executive (HSE) has disposed of a small number of assets since the launch
of the Report in January 2006.

As the HSE has primary responsibility for implementing this recommendation, the Executive
is the appropriate body to consider the particular issues raised by the Deputy. My Department
has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the matter
investigated and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Health Services.

284. Deputy Mary O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will review
the case of persons (details supplied) in County Westmeath. [25848/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): The
Deputy’s question relates to the management and delivery of health and personal services,
which are the responsibility of the Health Service Executive under the Health Act 2004.
Accordingly, my Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Execu-
tive to arrange to have this case investigated and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Value for Money Reviews.

285. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Health and Children the measures agreed
for her Department under the Value for Money Review 2006 to 2008; the projects which had
the necessary changes made; when they are planned for completion; if a value for money review
is planned after 2008; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25861/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Between 2006 and 2008, three
Value for Money & Policy Reviews commenced under the auspices of the Department of
Health and Children. Details of these reviews and their status is set out in the table below.
Arrangements for the next round of reviews, which may cover the period 2009-2011, are cur-
rently being considered by the Value for Money and Policy Review Central Steering
Committee.
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Name of Review Amount of Due Date for Completion Conducted by
Public

Expenditure
under Study

\m

Review of the Equal 114 Completed June 2007; Office of the Minister for
Opportunities Childcare recommendations currently Children
Programme. being implemented.

Allocation and Utilisation of 664 Expected to be completed in HSE
Funding in Acute Services in July 2008.
the Southern Hospitals
Group.

Review of the Efficiency and 485 On target for December 2008 HSE
Effectiveness of Long Stay completion.
Residential Care for Adults
in Mental Health Services.

Health Services.

286. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Health and Children when the universal
screening programme for cystic fibrosis planned to begin in 2008 will begin; the estimated cost
per year of this screening programme; and it staff training for this test has been under-
taken. [25869/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The Health Service Executive
National Service Plan for 2008 includes provision for the implementation of a plan for screening
newborns for cystic fibrosis and commencement of screening by the end of 2008. My Depart-
ment has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to respond more fully
to the Deputy on the matter.

Nursing Home Subventions.

287. Deputy Paul Connaughton asked the Minister for Health and Children when she expects
the fair deal legislation dealing with nursing home subventions to come before Dáil Éireann;
the additional funding that will be made available to increase the level of subvention to persons
who cannot gain access to private nursing homes and who are unable to access beds in State-
run homes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25874/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Máire Hoctor): The
Bill providing for the Fair Deal scheme is being finalised by the Office of the Attorney General
at present. The legislation is complex and requires careful drafting in order to ensure that the
interests of older people requiring residential care are fully protected.

My colleague, the Minister for Health and Children, intends to publish the Bill as soon as
possible following finalisation by the Attorney General and Government approval, and to bring
the legislation through the Houses of the Oireachtas thereafter. As the timeframe for bringing
the legislation through both Houses is contingent upon finalisation of the Bill, a more definitive
answer is not possible at this stage.

The Minister has considered carefully the question of allowing some of the funding allocated
for Fair Deal to be used for nursing home subvention and her officials are now discussing this
matter with the Department of Finance. As soon as a decision is reached, it will be announced.
However, it should be borne in mind that the Government already allocated additional funding
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of \20 million for Nursing Home Subvention in 2006 and Budget 2007 provided a further \85
million — this is an increase of \105 million in nursing home subvention in two years.

Medical Cards.

288. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will report on a
complaint received by this Deputy that GMS or medical card patients are being charged \80
for ultrasound tests which have been ordered by their general practitioners (details supplied);
if she will confirm if this is true; if such charges exist in other areas and hospitals; if it is her
policy and health Service Executive policy to charge medical card patients for such services
taking into account that anyone who holds a medical card is on approximately 50% of the
minimum wage, or an elderly pensioner or maybe critically ill; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [25882/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Full eligibility for health services
is granted to persons who, in the opinion of the Health Service Executive, are unable to provide
general practitioner, medical and surgical services for themselves and their dependants without
undue hardship. In general, eligibility for medical cards is determined following an examination
of the means of the applicant and his/her dependants (income and relevant outgoings). The
main exception is persons aged 70 and over, who have an automatic statutory entitlement to a
medical card.

Persons with full eligibility are entitled to general practitioner services, prescribed drugs,
medicines and appliances, all in-patient public hospital services in public wards including con-
sultant services, all out-patient public hospital services including consultant services, dental,
ophthalmic and aural services and appliances, child health services, home nursing and a
maternity and infant care service.

Under the Health Act 2004, the management and delivery of health and personal social
services are the responsibility of the Health Service Executive. Accordingly, my Department
has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to address this
matter and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

289. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Health and Children her views on introd-
ucing an exemption from the inpatient hospital charge for persons who have a general prac-
titioners services card; the cost of such a change; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [25889/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The GP visit card was introduced
in 2005 as a graduated benefit, with the specific purpose that people on moderate and lower
incomes, particularly parents of young children, who do not qualify for a medical card would
not be deterred on cost grounds from visiting their general practitioner. The necessary amend-
ments to the Health Act 1970 were enacted by way of the Health (Amendment) Act 2005. The
income guidelines used by the HSE to assess applications for GP visit cards are 50% higher
than those used in assessing applications for medical cards. As of 1 June, 2008, 80,035 persons
held a GP visit card.

The range of general practitioner services available to holders of a GP visit card is the same
as is available to persons who hold a medical card. In all other respects holders of a GP visit
card have limited eligibility for health services. I do not intend extending the benefits attaching
to the GP Visit Card beyond that for which it was originally designed. The costs of exempting
GP Visit Card holders from hospital charges would be very difficult to quantify, as hospitals
have no need to record a patients public eligibility status other than if they hold a Medical Card.
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Departmental Reports.

290. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Health and Children if the statement of Need
for Adult Cystic Fibrosis is ready for publication; if it covers the day and inpatient facilities
required, the multidisciplinary team required, the provision of a gym and specialised equipment
for assessments rather than hospital corridors; if the provision of physiotherapists is also
included; the estimated length of this report; when it is planned for release; the amount of time
it will take in view of the fact that in was begun in mid-2007. [25893/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Operational responsibility for the
management and delivery of health and personal social services was assigned to the Health
Service Executive under the Health Act 2004 and funding for all health services has been
provided as part of its overall vote. Therefore, the Executive is the appropriate body to consider
the particular matter raised by the Deputy. My Department has requested the Parliamentary
Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the matter investigated and to have a
reply issued directly to the Deputy.

291. Deputy Jimmy Deenihan asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of the
24 recommendations for the health sector outlined in the 2005 report of the national taskforce
on obesity that have been implemented to date by her Department and the Health Service
Executive; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25910/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Mary Wallace): The
Deputy’s question relates to the funding, management and delivery of health and personal
social services, which are the responsibility of the Health Service Executive under the Health
Act 2004. Accordingly, my Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of
the Executive to arrange to have this matter investigated and to have a reply issued directly to
the Deputy.

Misuse of Drugs Act.

292. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health and Children her views on adding
party drugs such as BZP to the list of controlled substances under the misuse of Drugs Acts in
view of their growing proliferation here and of EU proposals; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [25914/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The Misuse of Drugs Act 1977
and regulations made thereunder regulate and control the import, export, production, supply
and possession of a range of named narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances listed in the
Schedules to the Act. Substances are scheduled under the Act in accordance with Ireland’s
obligations under international conventions and/or where there is evidence that the substances
are causing significant harm to public health in Ireland.

The list of scheduled substances is kept under review; in particular, my Department reviews
any evidence that substances are being abused and are causing significant harm to public health.

Benzlpiperazine (BZP) is not currently a scheduled substance under the Misuse of Drugs
Act. However, a risk assessment of new psychoactive substances carried out by the European
Monitoring Centre on Drugs and Drug Addiction has found that the use of BZP can lead to
medical problems even if the long term effects of the substance are still unknown. Against this
background, the European Council decided in March 2008 to place BZP under control in
accordance with the 1971 UN Convention on Psychotropic Substances. Member States must
act as soon as possible, but no later than one year from the date of the decision, to introduce
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control measures and criminal sanctions. Work is underway in my Department with a view to
introducing the necessary control measures here.

Community Care.

293. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health and Children if she or her Minister
of State with responsibility for disability will finalise discussions with the Health Service Execu-
tive in order that funding for community services for people with disabilities can be released
to address the needs of people in acute hospitals who are ready for discharge but can not access
the necessary supports in the community and of young people with disabilities who are leaving
school but cannot move to post-school placements because of a lack of funding to support
these placements; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25921/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): The
2008 Service Plan, developed by the HSE and approved by my Department, included \50m for
the development of additional disability services. The standard expenditure sanction issued to
the HSE for 2008 stipulated that the prior approval of my Department and the Department of
Finance would only be required in the event of any proposal to spend this money for any
other purpose.

Clearly, it is essential that the HSE lives within its overall budget for the year. It needs to
manage its activity levels and cost drivers appropriately to achieve this and I do not believe it
is desirable to resort to using development funding to offset expenditure pressures arising in
respect of ongoing health services.

The HSE is currently reviewing its overall financial position for the year and the roll out of
planned developments in disability services is being considered in that context. I have been in
communication with the HSE with a view to an early determination on the matter. The HSE
has informed my Department that it plans to release \20m of the \50m additional funding for
Disability Services.

The Deputy’s specific questions relate to the management and delivery of health and per-
sonal services, which are the responsibility of the Health Service Executive under the Health
Act 2004. Accordingly, my Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of
the Executive to arrange to have this matter investigated and to have a reply issued directly to
the Deputy.

Hospital Waiting Lists.

294. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health and Children the average waiting
time for an appointment with each specialist located at University College Hospital Galway,
Portiuncula, Mayo General, Roscommon County and Sligo General Hospitals; the correspond-
ing figures for outpatient appointments; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[25932/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The management of out-patient
waiting lists is a matter for the Health Service Executive and the individual hospitals concerned.
Therefore, the Executive is the appropriate body to consider the particular matters raised by
the Deputy. My Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive
to arrange to have the matters investigated and to reply directly to the Deputy.

Pharmacy Regulations.

295. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health and Children the reason the award
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of a tender to a company (details supplied) for the supply of all hospital and community
pharmacies with unlicensed medicines which was published on 21 July 2007 has not been pro-
gressed; the further reason the procurement process was terminated in March 2008; the basis
on which it is proposed to commence a new tender process; if she or the Health Service Execu-
tive will meet the company concerned; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[25933/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Operational responsibility for the
management and delivery of health and personal social services was assigned to the Health
Service Executive under the Health Act 2004 and funding for all health services has been
provided as part of its overall vote. The Executive is also responsible for the supply of drugs
and medicines for the GMS and community drugs schemes. Therefore the Executive is the
appropriate body to consider the issues raised by the Deputy. My Department has requested
the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have these matters investi-
gated and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Mental Health Services.

296. Deputy Christy O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health and Children the projected
number of community mental health teams and staffing levels for each CMHT for Cork’s child
an adolescent mental health service across each discipline, for end 2008 and end 2009, in view
of the difference between what is currently available in the County of Cork and what is pro-
jected in A Vision for Change and the lack of progress in the two and a half years since A
Vision for Change was published. [25934/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): Oper-
ational responsibility for the management and delivery of health and personal social services
was assigned to the Health Service Executive under the Health Act 2004 and funding for all
health services has been provided as part of its overall vote. The Executive, therefore, is the
appropriate body to consider the particular matter raised by the Deputy. My Department has
requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the matter
investigated and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Hospital Services.

297. Deputy Mary Upton asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will investigate
the delay in providing results of tests (details supplied) to persons who are waiting for a number
of months for these results; if her attention has been drawn to the effect this wait and uncer-
tainty is having on their lives; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25935/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Operational responsibility for the
management and delivery of health and personal social services was assigned to the Health
Service Executive under the Health Act 2004 and funding for all health services has been
provided as part of its overall vote. Therefore, the Executive is the appropriate body to consider
the particular matter raised by the Deputy. My Department has requested the Parliamentary
Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the matter investigated and to have a
reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Hospital Staff.

298. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health and Children the breakdown of
the categories of posts that have been left vacant since the introduction of the Health Service

214



Questions— 1 July 2008. Written Answers

Executive staff embargo; the number of these posts in the categories of nursing and midwifery,
health care assistants, portering and housekeeping, allied health professionals and clerical and
administrative support; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25946/08]

301. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will provide a
breakdown of the categories of posts that have been left vacant since the introduction of the
Health Service Executive staff embargo; the number of these posts which are in the categories
nursing/midwifery, health care assistants, portering/housekeeping, allied health professionals
and clerical/administrative support; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25999/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): I propose to take Questions Nos.
298 and 301 together.

The recruitment pause put in place in September 2007 was initiated as part of the HSE
financial break-even plan to facilitate the delivery of services on budget in accordance with the
provisions of the 2007 National Service Plan. This pause did not involve random job cuts but
did mean that the recruitment of staff to approved positions was delayed. The HSE put in
place a derogation process to deal with the filling of essential posts to protect front-line services
and close to 900 posts were approved under this process.

This temporary pause in recruitment ended on 31st December 2007 and any posts falling
vacant from 1st January 2008 can be filled subject to the provisions of Circular 01/2008. This
circular sets out the HSE Employment Control Framework for 2008 and is aimed at ensuring
that health services are delivered in accordance with the provisions of the 2008 National Service
Plan and within the funding provided by Government.

The Employment Control Framework provides for the filling of vacancies arising in 2008,
the filling of approved and funded service development posts not filled at the end of 2007
and new service developments in 2008. An overall employment ceiling of 111,650 whole time
equivalents has been set for the public health services for 2008. This level of employment
provides for 1,050 additional new posts arising from development funding provided by the
Government in the Budget Day package for 2008. A breakdown of these development posts is
provided as follows.

Service 2008 Development Funding No. of Development posts to be
filled in 2008

\m

Older People 22.00 100

Palliative Care 3.00 50

Disability 49.96 710

Cancer 15.00 90

Population Health 17.96 100

Total 1,050

The filling of the above development posts is to be managed by the HSE within the employ-
ment control framework for the health services and its own circular issued in January 2008.
The Executive is the appropriate body to consider this issue. My Department has requested
the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the matter investigated
and to have a reply issued to the Deputy.
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Nursing Education.

299. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health and Children the number of
student nurses, completing their four year degree programme and registering with An Bord
Altranais in June and July 2008 who will be offered posts by the Health Service Executive in
acute hospitals thereby allowing them to consolidate their training, education and professional
development; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25947/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The Deputy’s question relates to
the management and delivery of health and personal social services, which are the responsibility
of the Health Service Executive under the Health Act, 2004. It is a matter for the Executive
to manage and deploy its human resources to best meet the requirements of its Annual Service
Plan for the delivery of health and personal social services to the public. The Executive is the
appropriate body to consider the matter raised by the Deputy. My Department has requested
the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the matter investigated
and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Health Services.

300. Deputy Tom Sheahan asked the Minister for Health and Children if she will provide a
written assurance to the residents of an estate (details supplied) in County Kerry that the
psychiatric patients resident at a mental health facility in close proximity pose no threat to the
residents in the area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25987/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy John Moloney): Oper-
ational responsibility for the management and delivery of health and personal social services
was assigned to the Health Service Executive under the Health Act 2004 and funding for all
health services has been provided as part of its overall vote. The Executive, therefore, is the
appropriate body to consider the particular case raised by the Deputy. My Department has
requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the matter
investigated and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Question No. 301 answered with Question No. 298.

302. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Health and Children the status of an appli-
cation for a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [26037/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children (Deputy Máire Hoctor): Oper-
ational responsibility for the management and delivery of health and personal social services
was assigned to the Health Service Executive (HSE) under the Health Act 2004 and funding
for all health services has been provided as part of its overall vote. The HSE’s responsibility
includes the operation of the Housing Aid Scheme for the Elderly, on behalf of the Department
of Environment, Heritage and Local Government. Therefore, the Executive is the appropriate
body to consider the particular case raised by the Deputy. The Department has requested the
Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have the matter investigated and
to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Hospital Waiting Lists.

303. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Health and Children the section of her
Department or the section of the Health Service Executive that is examining the waiting list
appointment system with a view to improving its efficiency and reducing no shows; the names
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of the relevant manager and civil servant; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[26045/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): The HSE has identified the area
of Out-Patient Departments (OPD) as a significant priority in 2008 and has established a Group
to review on a national basis how these services operate. This project will be carried out in
partnership with the hospitals. Among the issues to be examined will be the referral and book-
ing process for OPD appointments, the operation and management of OPD clinics and the
opportunities for innovative working practices to be adopted across the hospital system.

As the HSE has operational responsibility for the management and delivery of health and
personal social services, my Department has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of
the Executive to arrange to provide more detailed information about this matter directly to
the Deputy.

Hospital Services.

304. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Health and Children further to the recent
media advertisement placed by the Mercy University Hospital, Cork, to make space available
of approximately 2000 square metres of clinical space in its main building for clinic or other
treatment purposes, the cost of developing this space, the purpose for which the area was
originally intended; if the purpose of this use has changed; if so, the factors that led to this
change; her views on whether the suggested private use of this space in the hospital is in the
best interest of patient care; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [26048/08]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy Mary Harney): Operational responsibility for the
management and delivery of health and personal social services is a matter for the Health
Service Executive (HSE) and funding for all health services has been provided as part of its
overall Vote. Therefore, the Executive is the appropriate body to consider the matter raised
by the Deputy in relation to the Mercy University Hospital, Cork. My Department has
requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to have a reply issued
directly to the Deputy in regard to the matter.

Compliance Costs.

305. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Transport the dealings that he or agen-
cies under the control of his Department have had with the business sector which incur regulat-
ory costs or compliance costs on behalf of business; if he has identified the baseline cost profile
for business associated with that activity; if he has set targets for the reduction of these different
cost items; and the cost and the target reduction in each case. [25270/08]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): The business sector deals with my Depart-
ment and Agencies under the aegis of my Department in many different ways. An analysis of
the costs arising from this interaction is not available.

Driving Tests.

306. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister for Transport the measures he has put in
place under the new regulations to allow for the serious situation being faced by drivers who
have been driving for upwards of 30 years on a provisional licence; and the future for these
drivers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25272/08]
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Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): Under the Road Safety Authority Act 2006
(Conferral of Functions) Order 2006 (S.I. No 477 of 2006) this is a matter for the Road
Safety Authority.

Rail Network.

307. Deputy Enda Kenny asked the Minister for Transport the budgetary allocation for the
western rail corridor in 2008 and 2009; the timetable and points of completion for both years;
the expected date of operation of the section from Limerick to Galway; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [25380/08]

308. Deputy Enda Kenny asked the Minister for Transport if he will confirm that there will
be no cut back in the programme for the western rail development as envisaged; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [25381/08]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): I propose to take Questions Nos. 307 and
308 together.

Transport 21 provides for the re-opening of the Western Rail Corridor on a phased basis.
Work on the line between Ennis and Athenry is due for completion in early 2009 and services
between Galway and Limerick are due to commence in early summer 2009. My Department
has allocated \60 million to Iarnród Éireann for expenditure this year on the Western Rail
Corridor; the total cost is \106.5 million.

Public Transport.

309. Deputy Brian O’Shea asked the Minister for Transport the progress that has been made
in regard to exploring alternative mechanisms to replace the excise duty refund for a public
transport service (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25424/08]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): The EU Energy Tax Directive incorporated
special derogations which allowed specific excise duty reliefs to be applied in a number of
Member States below the EU minimum duty rate. In the case of public transport services under
my responsibility, these derogations included reduced rates to apply to fuel used for scheduled
bus services. Scheduled bus services comprise bus passenger services provided by Bus Atha
Cliath, Bus Eireann, private operators in accordance with bus route licences under the 1932
Road Transport Act and holders of Authorisations pursuant to European Council Regulation
684/92 as amended. While these derogations expired on 31 December 2006, Ireland, along
with other Member States, sought retention of its derogations beyond that date. However the
European Commission, which is the deciding authority, has to date refused all such requests.
The Finance Act 2008 provided the basis for the removal of these excise duty reliefs with effect
from 1 November 2008. My Department, in conjunction with the Department of Finance and
other Departments, has been exploring whether alternative support mechanisms could be
appropriate and could be done in a manner compatible with EU State Aid and other legal
requirements. My Department has also met the Coach Tourism and Transport Council, as well
as CIE, on this matter. My Department has also received a written submission from the Coach
Tourism and Transport Council. While my Department is in discussion with the Department
of Finance on these issues, it is necessary to stress that, despite claims being made otherwise,
introducing an alternative suitable mechanism is not a straightforward matter in the current
economic climate. I do not envisage any approval from the Department of Finance for a
replacement scheme in the current economic circumstances.
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Harbours and Piers.

310. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister for Transport the number of local harbours
and ports that have been given over to local government control; the roles, responsibilities of
local governments in relation to local ports; the funding available to manage local ports; his
policy regarding the disposal of harbour property, plant and assets by local government; the
number of local port companies that have been sold or transferred to private ownership; and
his policy regarding the sale of port property, plant and assets to private companies. [25489/08]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): The following local harbours have been
transferred to local authority control:

• Buncrana and Ballyshannon harbours to Donegal County Council in 1999

• Balbriggan and Skerries harbours to Fingal County Council in 2004

• Annagassan and Sligo harbours to Louth County Council and Sligo County Council
respectively in 2006.

In addition, Dingle was designated a Fisheries Harbour in 2007. No harbours have been sold
or transferred to private ownership. There currently remain ten harbour authorities operating
under the Harbours Act 1946. These harbour authorities are composed of commissioners whose
duties include the management, control, maintenance and operation of the harbour.

Policy in relation to the regional harbours, as published in the Ports Policy Statement in
2005, is that the continued operation of these harbours under the outdated provisions of the
Harbours Act 1946 is unsustainable on the grounds of good governance and that most would
best achieve their potential through transfer to local authority ownership. Where it is not
possible to reach agreement on transfer to local authorities, the option of sale of the harbours
will be considered. In harbours where significant commercial traffic exists, consideration will
be given to bringing such harbours under the control of a port company.

For over three years now, my Department has been funding essential works to protect the
fabric of these regional harbours at an average cost of approximately \4m per annum, pending
their transfer to local control.

The transfer of the harbours to local authority control is effected by means of an order made
by the Minister for Transport with the consent of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage
and Local Government. The order transfers all the property, rights and liabilities of the harbour
authority and every member of their staff to the relevant local authority. On completion of the
transfer, the Harbours Act 1946 no longer applies and the harbours concerned are managed in
accordance with the statutory powers available to the local authority. The statutory powers of
local authorities are a matter for the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local
Government.

Public Transport.

311. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for Transport if he has an application (details
supplied) in his Department from Bus Éireann regarding its use of the port tunnel to service
the people of Swords; when a decision will be made on the application; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [25511/08]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): Following an application received from
Dublin Bus on 5 June to reroute a number of its 41x services through the Dublin Port Tunnel,
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my Department advised the company on the 12th June, 2008 that it may proceed with the
proposed changes. My Department has no other applications on hand from the company.

Road Safety.

312. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport if action 72 of the Road
Safety Strategy 2007-12 has been fully implemented; if the graduated driver licensing system
provides for a restricted licence and full licence stages including restrictions on alcohol limits
and more severe penalties for drivers on the two year restricted driving licence phase; when
the use of R plates will come into force; if all these matters will be provided for through
regulation or if new legislation is necessary; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[25514/08]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): The first step in a graduated driver licensing
system has already been taken in the Regulations made in October last year providing for the
introduction of a driver learner permit for all new applicants for driver licences. Further steps
in such a system are still under consideration.

Public Transport.

313. Deputy Paul Gogarty asked the Minister for Transport if he will investigate and
implement measures to make up for the shortfall in public transport capacity on the routes
formerly covered by a bus company (details supplied) in view of the fact that 11,000 commuters
per week are being left without public transport provision from 27 June 2008; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [25690/08]

315. Deputy Paul Gogarty asked the Minister for Transport if he will investigate allegations
of anti-competitive practices on the part of Dublin Bus, made by a private bus operator (details
supplied) who has had to cease operating; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[25692/08]

327. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport the action he will take
regarding a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25940/08]

329. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport if he has received corre-
spondence from groups or individuals regarding cessation of transport (details supplied)
through County Kildare; his plans to address this issue at an early date; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [25959/08]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): I propose to take Questions Nos. 313, 315,
327 and 329 together.

On 19 June 2008, my Department was advised by the Circle Line Company that it was going
into voluntary liquidation and that bus services it was providing to and from Celbridge and
Lucan that were the subject of licences issued under the Road Transport Act, 1932, would
cease to operate from Friday, 27 June 2008. I very much regret the loss of employment and
the loss of the significant level of services to which the licences related.

The operator of the services that have now been withdrawn has made complaints to my
Department in relation to alleged anti-competitive practices with regard to Dublin Bus services.
These complaints have been the subject of ongoing communications between my Department,
Dublin Bus and the company. Dublin Bus has advised my Department that it is conforming to
its obligations with regard to its service authorisations.
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I understand from Dublin Bus that there are approximately 217 services daily from the Lucan
area to the city centre and that 39 of these also serve the Celbridge area. I am also informed
that there are approximately 190 outbound services from the city centre serving the Lucan area
throughout the day.

It is open to Dublin bus or any other operator to submit proposals to my Department in
respect of new bus services from the areas in question. On the 27th June, 2008 Dublin Bus
made an application seeking authorisation to provide a small number of morning services from
Celbridge and Lucan, subsequently the application was revised by the Company and re-submit-
ted to my Department on 30th June, 2008. That application is currently being given urgent
consideration by my Department.

314. Deputy Paul Gogarty asked the Minister for Transport his plans to put new legislation
in place to support the role of private bus operators in the Dublin transport market; the
measures he will consider introducing; when they will be introduced; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [25691/08]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): The Programme for Government contains
a commitment to expedite the establishment of a Dublin Transport Authority, which will have
the necessary powers to ensure the delivery of the integrated public transport system envisioned
under Transport 21. The Dublin Transport Authority Bill has been published and is currently
before the Dáil.

The DTA Bill establishes a comprehensive framework which will give the new Dublin Trans-
port Authority the power to procure public passenger transport services through the making
of public service transport contracts. Section 48 of the Bill envisages that the DTA may enter
into contracts following open tendering in respect of public bus passenger services, as well as
metro and light rail services. It also provides that public bus and rail services can be secured
by means of direct award contracts. However, section 52 provides that direct award contracts
will only apply to the continued provision of the services currently being provided by Dublin
Bus and Bus Éireann.

Accordingly, the future growth in the market for subvented public bus services will be pur-
sued by way of open tendering in accordance with the new EU Regulation 1370/2007 on public
passenger transport services by rail and by road, which will become mandatory from December
2009. All contracts will be framed against the background of EU law and will set strict standards
of operational performance and customer service and will contain penalties for non-per-
formance.

The provisions of the Bill seek to maintain a balance between the need for transport services,
including bus passenger transport services, that are the subject of a public service obligation
and the licensing of private transport operators who provide commercial bus transport services
and are licensed under the provisions of the Road Transport Act 1932.

The Programme for Government also includes a commitment to improving bus services
under Transport 21 by reforming the bus licensing provisions of the Road Transport Act 1932,
to facilitate the optimum provision of services by providing a level playing field for all market
participants, both public and private.

It is my intention that proposals for a new bus licensing regime will follow in subsequent
legislative proposals to be contained in the Public Transport Regulation Bill. At this stage it is
too early to be precise on the detail of the proposals except to confirm that the new Bill will
deal with the replacement of the Road Transport Act 1932 and the provisions of the Transport
Act 1958 that relate to the provision of bus services by the State bus companies.
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While it is not possible at this time to indicate a precise time as to when the legislative
proposals on regulatory reform of the bus market will be published, applications for new bus
licences and notifications from State bus operators will continue to be processed under the
provisions of the Road Transport Act 1932, as amended, and the notification system with
reference to the Transport Act 1958, as appropriate.

Question No. 315 answered with Question No. 313.

316. Deputy Paul Gogarty asked the Minister for Transport his views on whether competition
between private operators and Dublin Bus is proving a successful model for providing improved
public transport services for commuters in the Greater Dublin Area, in view of the recent
termination of services by a private bus company (details supplied); and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [25693/08]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): Entry by bus operators to the Dublin
market is currently governed by the Road Transport Act of 1932 for private operators and by
the Transport Act of 1958 for Dublin Bus and Bus Eireann. The Programme for Government
includes a commitment to improving bus services under Transport 21 by reforming the bus
licensing provisions of the Road Transport Act 1932, to facilitate the optimum provision of
services by providing a level playing field for all market participants, both public and private.

It is my intention that proposals for a new bus licensing regime will be contained in the
Public Transport Regulation Bill. At this stage it is too early to be precise on the detail of the
proposals except to state the new bus licensing regime will be designed in a manner consistent
with the new EU PSO Regulation. It is envisaged that the new licensing structure will apply in
respect of all commercial bus services, including those provided by Dublin Bus and Bus
Eireann, and that the powers to grant licences in the Greater Dublin Area will be given to the
Dublin Transport Authority. The new Bill will also encompass provisions relating to the
subvented bus market outside the Greater Dublin Area that are consistent with the EU PSO
Regulation. In drafting proposals for reform for inclusion in the new Bill, I will aim to establish:

(1) a common licensing regime for commercial services, with clear criteria for the grant
of licences,

(2) a contracting regime for bus services in respect of public service obligations which are
open, transparent and flexible, and

(3) provisions for direct award services to Bus Eireann on the basis of open and transparent
criteria in line with our EU obligations.

In the meantime applications for new bus licences and notifications from State bus operators
will continue to be processed under the provisions of the Road Transport Act 1932, as
amended, and the notification system with reference to the Transport Act 1958, as appropriate.

Ethics in Public Office Act.

317. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Transport if, during his meeting on 16
January 2006, with representatives of Singapore Civil Aviation Authority, he received gifts; if
so, the gifts he received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25726/08]

318. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Transport if, during or following his meet-
ing on 17 January 2006, with Singapore International Airlines, he received gifts; if so, the gifts
he received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25727/08]
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319. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Transport if, during or following his meet-
ing on 18 January 2006, with Thai Minister for Transport, he received gifts; if so, the gifts he
received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25728/08]

320. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Transport if, during his meeting on 20
March 2006, with representatives of the Chinese Civil Aviation Authority, he received gifts; if
so, the gifts he received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25729/08]

321. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Transport if, during or following his meet-
ing on 15 January 2008, with the Iranian Ambassador to Ireland, he received gifts; if so, the
gifts he received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25730/08]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): I propose to answer Questions Nos. 317 to
321, inclusive, together.

No formal gifts were received.

Decentralisation Programme.

322. Deputy Ulick Burke asked the Minister for Transport the way, in view of his recom-
mendation to Government, to withdraw the decentralisation of the Railway Safety Commission
from Ballinasloe, County Galway to Drogheda, County Louth, he will maintain the number to
be decentralised to Ballinasloe through the National Roads Authority transfer; the number
already committed; if progress has been made in providing for this change; the timescale envis-
aged for this move; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25801/08]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): It was originally intended to transfer the
Railway Safety Commission to Ballinasloe. However, the original proposal to move 37 posts
to Drogheda was subsequently reviewed in the context of an efficiency review and the Depart-
ment considered that decentralising a combination of safety investigation functions, including
the Railway Safety Commission and other areas to bring the numbers up to the total require-
ment of 37 for Drogheda, offered greater potential for operational efficiency and value for
money. The shortfall in numbers for Ballinasloe will be met by the National Roads Authority
(NRA) whose overall numbers have increased by 22 since decentralisation was announced.
The NRA has stated that they can send an advance party of 30 staff to Ballinasloe within a
two to three year timeframe.

Road Network.

323. Deputy Ulick Burke asked the Minister for Transport if, under Transport 21, funds are
available for the construction and completion of the N18 motorway, Oranmore to Gort, within
the promised timescale; and if the political undertaking for the provision of a second entry and
exit to the town of Gort will be provided for in the design of the scheme. [25802/08]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): As Minister for Transport I have responsi-
bility for overall policy and funding in relation to the national roads programme element of
Transport 21. As the Deputy is aware, the implementation of individual national road projects
including their design, is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads
Act, 1993 in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

324. Deputy Seán Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has been drawn
to the existence of the National Roads Authority report titled National Roads Needs Study;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25808/08]
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Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): As Minister for Transport I have responsi-
bility for overall policy and funding in relation to the national roads programme element of
Transport 21. As the Deputy is aware, the implementation of individual national road projects
is a matter for the National Roads Authority (NRA) under the Roads Act, 1993 in conjunction
with the local authorities concerned.

Driving Tests.

325. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Transport if he has asked as a matter
of public health, to reduce death and injury on the roads, that those taking lessons or re-tests
should be able to claim back the tax paid on the fees and other incentive to encourage current
provisional licence holders to apply for the test and prepare for it properly; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [25820/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Noel Ahern): Responsibility for
driver licensing and testing was transferred to the Road Safety Authority in September 2006,
under the Road Safety Authority Act 2006 (Conferral of Functions) Order 2006 (S.I. No. 477
of 2006). The arrangements in relation to driver testing and licensing are therefore a matter
for the Road Safety Authority. The granting of tax reliefs is a matter for my colleague the
Minister for Finance.

Value for Money Reviews.

326. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Transport the measures agreed for his
Department under the Value for Money Review 2006-08; the projects which had the necessary
changes made; when they are planned for completion; if a value for money review is planned
after 2008; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25864/08]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): The Department of Transport has given the
following commitments in relation to the 2006-08 round of Value for Money and Policy
Reviews

• CIE Subvention

• Capital Spend by Dublin Transportation Office

• Strategic Non National Roads

• Railway Safety Programme

The CIE Subvention and Capital spend by Dublin Transport Office reviews have been com-
pleted, published and laid before the Oireachtas. These reports can be viewed on my Depart-
ment’s website.

The review on Strategic Non national Roads is nearing completion and it is anticipated that
it will be finalised in the coming weeks. The review on the Railway Safety Programme is at an
advanced stage and it is anticipated that it will be finalised by end-July 2008. Arrangements
for the next round of reviews, which may cover the period 2009-2011, are being considered by
the Value for Money and Policy Review Central Steering Committee.

Question No. 327 answered with Question No. 313.

Road Network.

328. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Transport the action he will take
regarding a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25941/08]
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Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel Dempsey): The improvement and maintenance of
regional and local roads in their areas is a matter for local authorities to be funded from their
own resources supplemented by State grants.

There is no proposal before my Department in relation to funding of a road at the location
in question.

Question No. 329 answered with Question No. 313.

Human Rights Issues.

330. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will advise on and
support a case (details supplied). [25382/08]

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Micheál Martin): The Government has repeatedly
stated its desire to see the United States Administration take steps to release or bring to trial
all detainees in accordance with established legal norms, and to close Guantánamo Bay as soon
as possible.

Ireland has raised the issue of the detainees in Guantánamo Bay with the US authorities on
numerous occasions. In all contacts with the US authorities, Ireland has been informed that
the US is aware of its obligations under international law.

It is a matter for the United States Government to make arrangements for the return of
individuals whom it has retained at Guantánamo to their countries of origin or elsewhere, as
may be agreed with third States willing to accept individual detainees on their release. Were
the United States Government to approach the Irish Government in relation to the individuals
in question, the ultimate decision would lie with the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law
Reform, whose Department has responsibility for the reception and integration of refugees
and asylum seekers. I am arranging for a copy of this reply and the documentation provided
by the Deputy to go to that Department.

International Agreements.

331. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the position Ireland
took in the recent EU decision not to fully lift the EU’s sanctions against Cuba; the steps he
will take to ensure the lifting of remaining sanctions against Cuba remain on the EU Council
of Minister’s agenda; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25386/08]

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Micheál Martin): The European Union’s 1996 Common
Position on Cuba, adopted under the Irish Presidency in 1996, remains the basis of both the
European Union’s and Ireland’s approach to relations with that country. The aims of the EU
Common Position include encouraging a process of peaceful transition towards a pluralist
democracy, promoting human rights and improving the living conditions of the Cuban people.

In the Conclusions on Cuba adopted unanimously on 23 June 2008, the EU, noting the
changes undertaken to date by the Cuban Government, re-iterated the Union’s desire for a
constructive dialogue with the Cuban authorities. Contrary to what is suggested by the Deputy,
the Council further decided formally to lift the EU diplomatic measures, which had been sus-
pended since 2005, in order to encourage and facilitate the political dialogue process and enable
the full use of the instruments of the 1996 Common Position. Ireland was strongly supportive
of this decision.

The Conclusions also re-stated the Union’s human rights concerns, and urged the Cuban
authorities to release all remaining political prisoners unconditionally and to facilitate access
by international humanitarian organisations to Cuban prisons.
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On the occasion of the annual review of the Common Position in June of next year, the
Council will evaluate its relations with Cuba, including the effectiveness of the political dia-
logue process.

332. Deputy Michael D. Higgins asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the progress in view
of the fact that Ireland hosted the recent international conference calling for the banning of
cluster munitions at the end of which a text to that effect was agreed that has been made in
ratifying and enacting the treaty arising from the conference in advance of the second con-
ference on this subject which is to take place later in 2008. [25507/08]

333. Deputy Michael D. Higgins asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the progress that has
been made with regard to the position adopted by the Government at the recent international
conference on cluster munitions that there would be disinvestment from companies involved
in the production of such munitions; the steps that have been undertaken in this regard; and
the companies no longer invested in by State agencies. [25508/08]

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Micheál Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 332
and 333 together.

The Programme for Government of June 2007 committed us to campaign for a complete ban
on the use of cluster munitions and to seek agreement on an immediate freeze on their use
pending the establishment of effective international instruments to address humanitarian con-
cerns. In implementation of this commitment, Ireland hosted and chaired a Diplomatic Con-
ference in Croke Park last month to negotiate a treaty to prohibit the use, production, transfer
and stockpiling of cluster munitions that cause unacceptable harm to civilians. On 30 May,
over 100 States adopted a Convention on Cluster Munitions, which effectively bans all cluster
munitions which have ever been used and provides ground-breaking provisions for victim assist-
ance and clearance of contaminated areas. It represents a major advance in international
humanitarian law.

The Convention will be opened for signature in Oslo on 3 December 2008 and will enter
into force six months after the thirtieth State has ratified it. The Government is committed to
early legislation to give domestic effect to the Convention and the new Inter-Departmental
Committee on International Humanitarian Law has begun consideration of national implemen-
tation. I intend to introduce a Bill in the autumn and aim to take this forward rapidly so that
Ireland will be in a position to sign and ratify the Convention in December.

As regards State investment, the Minister for Finance raised the issue of investing in shares
of companies which are involved in the manufacture of cluster munitions with the National
Pensions Reserve Fund Commission earlier this year. The Commission agreed to exclude com-
panies involved in the manufacture of cluster munitions from the Fund. I understand that the
Commission has now implemented this decision.

Grant Payments.

334. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will advise and
assist on a matter (details supplied). [25831/08]

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Micheál Martin): The Department’s Reconciliation
Fund has as its term of reference to assist organisations working to facilitate better relations
within and between the two traditions in the North, between North and South, and between
Ireland and Britain.
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Decisions on funding from the Reconciliation Fund are made by the Minister for Foreign
Affairs on foot of recommendations from an interdepartmental Advisory Committee.

An application for funding from the Reconciliation Fund from the organisation in question
was considered by the Advisory Committee, which reviews and makes recommendations on
applications to the Fund, on 13 February 2008. However, as the Committee felt that the pro-
posal in question did not sufficiently meet the objectives of the Fund, support was not recom-
mended on this occasion.

International Agreements.

335. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will support the
Amnesty International campaign to secure an arms trade treaty; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [25851/08]

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Micheál Martin): Ireland shares Amnesty Inter-
national’s objective of achieving a comprehensive international Arms Trade Treaty establishing
common international standards for the import, export and transfer of conventional arms. In
2006 we cosponsored the UN resolution which commenced preparatory work within the UN
to this end.

The 2007 Programme for Government contains a specific commitment “to support a binding
and comprehensive global treaty on the trade of arms, covering all weapons and ammunition.”
In implementation of this commitment, we are continuing to work actively within the UN and
with our EU partners to advance the negotiating process, which it is clear will necessarily be
lengthy and complex.

I am communicating the Government’s position to Amnesty International, in response to a
recent letter from the Director of the Irish Section.

Value for Money Reviews.

336. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the measures agreed for his
Department under the value for money review 2006-08; the projects which had the necessary
changes made; when they are planned for completion; if a value for money review is planned
after 2008; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25860/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Peter Power): My Depart-
ment has committed to undertaking five reviews under the current round of Value for Money
Review initiative for 2006 to 2008. These reviews and their current status are:

• Support for Irish Emigrant Groups Abroad — published August, 2007

• Support for the Tsunami Affected Countries — published November, 2007

• Evaluation of Development Programme in Mozambique — published February, 2008

• Support for HIV/AIDS — underway and due for publication by 31 December 2008

• Review of the Passport Service — almost complete and will be published this year.

The Department’s policy is that all completed Value for Money Reviews should include man-
agement responses to the recommendations before they are completed and published. The
Department’s independent Audit Committee takes a close interest in the Value for Money
Review process, including following up on the implementation of recommendations.
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Arrangements for the next round of reviews are being considered by the Value for Money
and Policy Review Central Steering Committee, which is chaired by the Department of
Finance.

Foreign Conflicts.

337. Deputy Charlie O’Connor asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his views on the
situation in Zimbabwe; if his attention has been drawn to the concern on the matter; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [25884/08]

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Micheál Martin): The situation in Zimbabwe is very
grave and of the utmost concern to the Government and to the international community. This
deep concern is strongly shared by members of the Oireachtas and by the Irish people.

I have made consistently clear our utter condemnation of the conditions under which last
Friday’s run-off election took place. The widespread state-sponsored violence and intimidation,
which resulted in the deaths of close to one hundred MDC supporters and led to Morgan
Tsvangirai’s forced withdrawal, mean that Robert Mugabe’s purported election victory cannot
be regarded as in any way valid.

Following the re-inauguration of Mugabe as President on Sunday, the international com-
munity must continue to make clear that his position has not the slightest democratic legitimacy.
The priority must be to find a peaceful way forward, through dialogue, that allows a legitimate
government to be formed that reflects the will of the Zimbabwean people. Ireland fully sup-
ports the UN Security Council’s call to this effect.

There is now a particular political and moral onus on African leaders, currently meeting at
the African Union Summit, to take a decisive lead. In particular, the African Union needs to
make clear that it does not accept this travesty of democracy and to show the necessary vigorous
leadership to chart a negotiated way forward. I am encouraged by reports today from Sharm
el-Sheikh that efforts to promote such a process are under way. This would represent a step in
the right direction following yesterday’s call by South Africa for talks between the Mugabe
regime and the MDC. Any such negotiations would have to be credible, substantive and time-
limited, and would need to be based on the outcome of the 29 March elections.

Ireland and the EU will continue to work closely with our African partners and with the UN
and international community to develop the pressure for democratic change and for the relief
of the suffering of the Zimbabwean people. In this regard, I would strongly support the impos-
ition of further EU measures on those responsible for directing the recent political violence,
and would also support UN sanctions as proposed by the United States, while avoiding any
additional exacerbation of the dreadful economic situation which the long-suffering people of
Zimbabwe have had to endure on a daily basis for far too long.

338. Deputy Michael D. Higgins asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of Irish
citizens living in Zimbabwe; and the diplomatic and consular steps which have been put in
place for an evacuation of Irish citizens from Zimbabwe should any of these persons wish to
leave. [25917/08]

339. Deputy Michael D. Higgins asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the contingency
arrangements in place, including discussions he may have had with the Department of Justice,
Equality and Law Reform, on such issues as status and other aspects of citizenship, entitlement
and social provision, as may arise following the evacuation of Irish citizens from Zimbabwe to
Ireland. [25918/08]

228



Questions— 1 July 2008. Written Answers

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Micheál Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 338
and 339 together.

The Government are and have for some considerable time been very concerned about the
welfare of the Irish community in Zimbabwe.

In the last two years, the Irish Abroad Unit of the Department has supported two Irish
community organisations in that country, the Mashonaland Irish Association and the Bulawayo
Irish Association. This funding is provided for welfare and administrative needs.

In the same period, the Irish Abroad Unit has also provided funding to Safe Home Ltd, the
voluntary organisation which supports elderly Irish emigrants who wish to return to Ireland.
In this regard, Safe Home has housed a number of older Irish citizens who decided to leave
Zimbabwe and return to Ireland due to their dire economic circumstances.

The Embassy in Pretoria, which is accredited to Zimbabwe, stays in on-going contact with
the Irish community in that country. In addition, the Ambassador and staff from the Embassy
visit Zimbabwe regularly and meet with members of the Irish community, including religious
and representatives of Irish NGOs working in Zimbabwe.

There are in the region of 2,000 Irish citizens still resident in Zimbabwe and our current
advice, as outlined on our website, strongly recommends Irish citizens there to keep a low
profile, exercise a high degree of caution, monitor local media for developments and avoid all
areas where demonstrations may be held, or where there are large gatherings of people. They
should not travel unnecessarily, especially at night. Where possible, they should remain in built
up areas and avoid the commercial centre of Harare.

They are also advised to register their details and those of their families with the Honorary
Consul of Ireland in Harare, and also with the local British Embassy, with which we have a
standing arrangement to assist in the provision of emergency consular assistance to Irish citi-
zens. They should ensure that their travel documents are up to date and readily available in
case they need to leave the country at short notice.

My Department’s further advises all Irish Citizens resident there to regularly monitor travel
advice issued by my Department.

All Irish citizens have the right of entry into this State. There is no particular need, therefore,
to have specific discussions with the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform other
than to keep that Department generally informed of the overall situation.

Finally, I should emphasise that the Department is advising against all travel to Zimbabwe
at the present time.

Compliance Costs.

340. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and
Employment the dealings that she or agencies under the control of her Department have had
with the business sector which incur regulatory costs or compliance costs on behalf of business;
if she has identified the baseline cost profile for business associated with that activity; if she
has set targets for the reduction of these different cost items; and the cost and the target
reduction in each case. [25266/08]

Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Mary Coughlan): I
take it that the Deputy is referring to the administrative costs on business associated with
complying with regulatory requirements.
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In March 2008, the Government decided to reduce the administrative burden of domestic
regulation on business by 25% by 2012. Administrative burdens include the cost of e.g. form
filling, returns, applications, retaining records etc as required on foot of regulations.

My Department is responsible for devising the approach and methodology to be used across
Government, for coordinating the work across Government Departments and Agencies and
for reporting to Government on progress.

Initially, all Government Departments will be required to list the Information Obligations
which their regulations impose on business. From that listing, Departments will assess which
requirements are the most burdensome and will then measure the actual cost to business of
the most burdensome requirements. At that point the most appropriate approach to achieving
the overall 25% target will be re-examined.

In the case of my own Department, the intention is to focus initially on three major areas of
regulation i.e. Company Law, Health and Safety legislation and Employment legislation.

Company Closures.

341. Deputy Kathleen Lynch asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and
Employment when former employees of a company (details supplied) in County Cork which
is in receivership will be awarded moneys due to them through the insolvency payment scheme;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25342/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Billy
Kelleher): Claims under the Insolvency Payments Scheme were received from the Receiver of
the company in June in relation to one hundred and twenty-five employees. A payment will
issue to the Receiver in the coming week.

Ethics in Public Office Act.

342. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and
Employment if, during or following her meeting on 18 January 2005, with the Chinese Minister
of Commerce, Bo Xilai, she received gifts; if so, the gifts she received; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [25754/08]

343. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and
Employment if, during or following her meeting on 19 January 2005, with President Hu Jintao
of China, she received gifts; if so, the gifts she received; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [25755/08]

344. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and
Employment if, during or following her meeting on 6 January 2007, with the Egyptian Minister
for Trade and Industry, Rachid Mohamed Rachid, she received gifts; if so, the gifts she
received; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25756/08]

345. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and
Employment if, during or following her meeting on 7 November 2007, with the Egyptian Mini-
ster for Higher Education, Hany Mahfouz Hilal and Egyptian Minister for Communications
and Information Technology, Dr. Tarek Kamel, she received gifts; if so, the gifts she received;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25757/08]
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346. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and
Employment if, during or following her meeting on 5 July 2006, with the Minister for Finance
of Jamaica, Omar Davies, she received gifts; if so, the gifts she received; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [25758/08]

347. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and
Employment if, during or following her meeting on 26 June 2006, with the Vice Minister of
MOFCOM of the People’s Republic of China, Ma Xiuhong, she received gifts; if so, the gifts
she received; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25759/08]

348. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and
Employment if, during or following her meeting on 13 December 2007, with the First Vice
Minister of Commerce of China, Yu Guangzhou, she received gifts; if so, the gifts she received;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25760/08]

349. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and
Employment if, during or following her meeting on 5 March 2008, with the Minister of Science
and Technology of Rwanda, Romain Murenzi and Minister of State Development of Rwanda,
Rosemary Museminali, she received gifts; if so, the gifts she received; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [25761/08]

350. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and
Employment if, during or following her meeting on 27 June 2007, with the Minister for Com-
merce and Industry of Saudi Arabia, Hashim bin Abdullah bin Hashim Al-Yamani, she
received gifts; if so, the gifts she received; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[25762/08]

Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Mary Coughlan): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 342 to 350, inclusive, together.

The meetings referred to by the Deputy, were attended by my predecessor as Minister for
Enterprise, Trade and Employment, Mr. Michael Martin TD. In relation to the meeting with
Minister Rachid of Egypt, that meeting took place on 6th November 2007, not 6th January
2007, as stated by the Deputy.

It is customary at meetings with Ministers from other countries, such as those listed by the
Deputy, to exchange modest gifts. The value of such gifts received by Minister Martin in these
cases was significantly less than the threshold prescribed in the Ethics in Public Office Act
1995, whereby gifts with a value in excess of that amount are deemed to be a gift given to the
State. In fact, many of these gifts have little intrinsic monetary value, examples of gifts that
were received are, paperweights, letter openers, books etc. It is not practicable at this stage to
identify which, of a range of various items, was presented at each specific meeting, over a
period of more than two years.

Value for Money Reviews.

351. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment the measures agreed for her Department under the value for money review 2006-08; the
projects which had the necessary changes made; when they are planned for completion; if
a value for money review is planned after 2008; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [25857/08]
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Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Mary Coughlan): In
respect of the Value for Money Reviews for the 2006-2008, three such reviews were conducted
and details of each of these are set out below. Arrangements for the next round of reviews,
which may cover the period 2009-2011, are being considered by the Value for Money and
Policy Review Central Steering Committee.

1. Expenditure Review of the FÁS Competency Development Programme

The Department is currently conducting a Value for Money Review of the FÁS Competency
Development Programme. This is a review of the principal programme for supporting the
training of people in employment. It is expected that the Value for Money Review will be
completed during September 2008.

2. The Value for Money review of Science Foundation Ireland

The Value for Money review of Science Foundation Ireland programmes is nearing com-
pletion and is expected to be finalised in July 2008. The purpose of the review is to examine
SFI’s major funding programmes and make targeted comments and recommendations, where
appropriate, on the overall effectiveness of the agency supports in building a world-class
research system in Ireland, with a focus on whether the programmes as operated constitute
value for money and efficient use of public funds. It is anticipated that the implementation of
the review when completed will assist in securing value for money and maximising the economic
impact from the SFI investments.

3. Expenditure Review on Science & Technology

The Department undertook an Expenditure Review of spending on Science & Technology
in 2004. The Review focussed on the principal Research Technological Development and Inno-
vation in Industry measures under the National Development Plan 2000-2006. The schemes
assessed under the Expenditure Review over the period of operation 2000-2003 were:

• The R & D Capability Grants Scheme

• The Research Technology & Innovation Competitive Grants Scheme

• The Enterprise Ireland Collaboration Programme.

The Review was completed in December 2005, presented to the Expenditure Review Steering
Committee in the Department of Finance and laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas in 2006.

Compliance Costs.

352. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism the dealings
that he or agencies under the control of his Department have had with the business sector
which incur regulatory costs or compliance costs on behalf of business; if he has identified the
baseline cost profile for business associated with that activity; if he has set targets for the
reduction of these different cost items; and the cost and the target reduction in each case.
[25264/08]

Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism (Deputy Martin Cullen): As the Deputy is no doubt
aware the Department has a very limited regulatory role.
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In March 2008, the Government decided to reduce the administrative burden of domestic
regulation on business by 25% by 2012. The Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment
is responsible for devising the approach and methodology to be used for coordinating the work
across Government Departments and Agencies and for reporting to Government on progress.
The Department is awaiting instructions on the approach and methodology for this exercise.

Sports Capital Programme.

353. Deputy Dinny McGinley asked the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism if an appli-
cation has been received by an organisation (details supplied) in County Donegal for funding
under the 2008 sports capital programme; if the application is currently being considered; when
a decision will be made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25806/08]

355. Deputy Bernard Allen asked the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism if an application
has been received from a group (details supplied) in County Cork requesting grant aid for the
construction of a community and sport centre in Blarney village, County Cork. [25885/08]

Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism (Deputy Martin Cullen): I propose to take Questions
Nos. 353 and 355 together.

Under the sports capital programme, which is administered by my Department, funding is
allocated to sporting and community organisations at local, regional and national level through-
out the country.

Applications for funding under the 2008 programme were invited through advertisements in
the Press on 13th and 14th of January and the deadline for receipt of applications was 29th
February for paper-based applications and 7th March for online applications. All applications
received before the deadline, including those from the organisations in question, are currently
being evaluated against the programme’s assessment criteria, which are outlined in the guide-
lines, terms and conditions of the programme. I intend to announce the grant allocations for
the programme as soon as possible after the assessment process has been completed.

Value for Money Reviews.

354. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism the measures agreed
for his Department under the value for money review 2006-08; the projects which had the
necessary changes made; when they are planned for completion; if a value for money review is
planned after 2008; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25853/08]

Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism (Deputy Martin Cullen): Under the current round of
the Value for Money and Policy Review Initiative for the period 2006 to 2008, my Department
is committed to carrying out the following six reviews: Irish Film Board, Local Authority Swim-
ming Pool Programme, Irish Sports Council Reviews (rolled over from the previous round);
the Arts and Culture Capital Enhancement Scheme (ACCESS), Arts Council and Horse and
Greyhound Racing Fund Reviews. The Swimming Pool and the Irish Film Board Value for
Money and Policy Reviews have been completed and will be published shortly. The other
Reviews are in train and will be completed in 2008.

My Department intends to take into account the findings and recommendations of the Value
for Money Reviews in its future management of the Programmes under review, and where
practicable and appropriate, to have them implemented.

Question No. 355 answered with Question No. 353.
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Swimming Pool Projects.

356. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism the action he
will take regarding a matter (details supplied). [25942/08]

Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism (Deputy Martin Cullen): A sum of \184m has been
provided in the National Development Plan 2007-2013 for supporting existing projects in the
Local Authority Swimming Pool Programme and for new projects to be selected following the
launch of a new round of the Programme.

The launch of the new programme will be a matter for discussion as part of the Estimates
process which will start shortly between this Department and the Department of Finance.

Social Welfare Benefits.

357. Deputy Edward O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs if she will
investigate the reason a person (details supplied) in County Cork, who has no income, has
been refused supplementary welfare allowance payments from the Health Service Executive
on grounds of habitual residency. [25316/08]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Mary Hanafin): The supplementary welfare
allowance scheme (SWA) is administered on behalf of the Department by the community
welfare division of the Health Service Executive (HSE).

The southern area of the Executive has advised that the person concerned is currently in
receipt of a weekly payment of supplementary welfare allowance.

358. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the position
on an application for rent supplement by a person (details supplied) in County Cork.
[25805/08]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Mary Hanafin): The Health Service Executive
(HSE) has advised that the person concerned has been paid rent supplement in respect of her
current accommodation until 28 June 2008. The HSE has further advised that it has not
received an application for rent supplement from the person concerned in respect of her new
accommodation. If the she wishes to apply for rent supplement at the new accommodation,
she should contact the community welfare officer at her local health centre.

Proposed Legislation.

359. Deputy Ulick Burke asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs when she will
carry out the promised reform following the completion of consultations on the pensions Green
Paper and the introduction of new legislation to make pensions fairer to persons on social
welfare pensions particularly women and part time workers; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [25307/08]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Mary Hanafin): The consultation period on
the Green Paper has just concluded and work has commenced on delivering a framework to
address the pensions agenda over the longer-term. It is intended that the framework will, as
far as is possible, encompass all aspects of pensions and it is expected that it will be finalised
by the end of this year. The issues raised by the Deputy will be considered in that context.
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Value for Money Reviews.

360. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the measures
agreed for her Department under the value for money review 2006-08; the projects which had
the necessary changes made; when they are planned for completion; if a value for money review
is planned after 2008; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [25863/08]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Mary Hanafin): There are nine reviews,
including two policy reviews, under the 2006 to 2008 round of reviews in the Department.
These are:

Supplementary Welfare Allowance — Phase 2 (completed).

Progress has been made in implementing a number of the recommendations: Rent and mort-
gage interest supplement/Rental accommodation scheme. The review identified a number of
issues relating to the incentives under the rent supplement scheme for those wishing to take
up an employment opportunity. Budget 2007 and the Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2007
introduced a number of measures to address these issues.

Capital Assessment

The SWA Review recommended an easing of the means test for SWA purposes in the
assessment of capital. Under the previous rules, the first \520 of capital was assessed at one-
twentieth with the amount in excess of this amount assessed at one-tenth. Budget 2007 and the
Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2007 provided for an improved capital assessment under
which:

• the first \5,000 of capital will be disregarded

• the next \10,000 at \1 per \1,000

• the next \25,000 at \2 per \1,000 excess of \40,000 at \4 per \1,000

Core Functions Project

The recommendations in the SWA Review complement the objectives of the Core Functions
Project in relation to the transfer of the Community Welfare Service from the Health Service
Executive to the Department of Social and Family Affairs. The report itself offers a working
template to support the transfer programme. Negotiations on the transfer are continuing.

Unemployment Benefit/Assistance (now known as Jobseeker’s Benefit/Allowance) for Atypical
Workers (completed)

The main recommendations of the Review Group, particularly in relation to the introduction
of part-time availability for jobseeker’s benefit, will need to be considered in the context of a
wider review of the unemployment schemes. However, there are some recommendations which
can be progressed in advance of this wider review and these are currently being examined.

Review of One-Parent Family Payments

“Proposals for Supporting Lone Parents” put forward proposals for the expanded availability
and range of education and training opportunities for lone parents; the extension of the
National Employment Action Plan to focus on lone parents; focused provision of childcare;
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improved information services for lone parents and the introduction of a new social assistance
payment for low income families with young children.

The Senior Officials Group on Social Inclusion is continuing to develop an implementation
plan to progress the non-income recommendations in tandem with the development of the new
income support scheme in the Department of Social and Family Affairs. Discussions are
ongoing with the relevant departments and agencies on issues including childcare, education,
training and activation measures.

The Department, with the cooperation of FÁS, the Office of the Minister for Children and
the Department of Education and Science, has recently tested the non-income activation pro-
posals in Kilkenny and Coolock. These tests focused on identifying and resolving the practical
and administrative issues that may arise in advance of any scheme being introduced. The out-
come of the tests is currently being considered in the Department and will inform the further
development of the proposals.

Review of the Medical Review and Assessment Service (MRAS)

Consultants carried out a review of the MRAS and made recommendations for reform in a
report issued in 2006. A Project Board and project implementation team have been established
to progress this reform agenda. Six new Medical Assessors (MAs) have been recruited since
October 2007 to fill vacancies and one additional Medical Assessor will take up duty in
September 2008. Recruitment of additional Medical Assessors is being organized at present.
The number of medical examination centres in use by the Department is being streamlined.
To date, seven examination centres have been closed and all others are reviewed periodically
on the basis of demand and accessibility.

VFM Review of Disability Allowance

The terms of reference for the Disability Allowance Review were agreed with the Depart-
ment of Finance in February 2008. A steering group, made up of officials from the relevant
areas of the Department and the Department of Finance, has been set up to oversee the review.
The steering group has begun its work and the review is expected to be completed by end-2008.

VFM Review of Information Services

Terms of reference for this Review were agreed with the Department of Finance in
September 2007. Two meetings of the Steering Committee have been held and work is ongoing.
The review is scheduled to be completed by end-2008.

Review of Social Welfare Payments to Carers

This Review has extended over several budgetary cycles as it was necessary to make signifi-
cant additions and amendments to the text in order to reflect the changes to the schemes in
recent years. The report will provide useful input in the development of the National Carers’
Strategy.

Green Paper on Pensions (policy review)

The Green Paper on Pensions was published in October 2007, beginning a period of consul-
tation that ended in May 2008. Over 350 submissions were received. A framework to address
the pensions agenda over the longer-term will be developed by the end of the year.
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Review of the Future of the Combat Poverty Agency (CPA) (policy review)

This Review, which is examining the future role and functions of the Agency, commenced
in December 2007. It is expected that the review will be completed by mid-2008. Arrangements
for the next round of reviews, which may cover the period 2009-2011, are being considered by
the Value for Money and Policy Review Central Steering Committee.

Social Welfare Benefits.

361. Deputy Seán Sherlock asked the Minister for Social and Family Affairs the status of an
application for carers allowance by a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [25878/08]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy Mary Hanafin): I am advised by the Social
Welfare Appeals Office that an appeal from the person concerned was disallowed by an
Appeals Officer who concluded, having considered all the evidence, that she was not providing
full-time care and attention.

Following representations from the Deputy and a further review of the case, based on the
contents of the Deputy’s letter, the Appeals Officer has indicated that a revised decision in this
case is not warranted.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office is an office of my Department that is independently
responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements.

Care of the Elderly.

362. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs
if a person (details supplied) will be assisted. [25835/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy
John Curran): My Department operates the Scheme of Community Support for Older People.
Community and voluntary organisations administer the scheme locally with support and fund-
ing provided by my Department. This Scheme encourages and assists the community’s support
for older people by means of grants to improve the security of vulnerable older people in their
own homes. The maximum individual grants provided under the scheme is \300 in respect of
the once-off installation cost of socially monitored alarms; \200 in respect of physical security
equipment; \200 in respect of security lighting; \50 in respect of smoke alarms; and \150 in
respect of interior emergency lighting for qualifying older people living on our offshore islands.

To qualify for the Scheme a person must be aged 65 or over and have a genuine need for
assistance. They can apply for assistance by contacting a community and voluntary group in
their area and requesting that an application be made on their behalf to the Department.
Should the individual referred to by the Deputy need assistance in contacting a local group,
officials in my Department can be contacted at 071-9107819/071-9107821 and further infor-
mation in respect of the Scheme is also available at my Department’s website www.pobail.ie.

Teangacha Oifigiúla.

363. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Gnóthaı́ Pobail, Tuaithe agus Gael-
tachta an aontaı́onn sé le moladh gur chóir iallach a chur ar chomhlachtaı́ Stáit lógónna i
nGaeilge amháin nó go dátheangach a dhearadh nuair atá siad ag tabhairt faoi lógónna úra a
chur le chéile faoi réir na Rialachán um Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla (Alt 9) 2006 chun lógó
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dá leithéid Dublin Bus i mBéarla amháin a sheachaint amach anseo; agus an ndéanfaidh sé
ráiteas ina thaobh. [25385/08]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuı́v): I dtús báire,
ba mhaith liom a rá go bhfuilim sásta go bhfuil na dréacht-Rialacháin faoi alt 9(1) d’Acht na
dTeangacha Oifigiúla 2003 mar atá siad dréachtaithe faoi láthair cuimsitheach agus leathan go
leor. Measaim go bhfeicfear athraithe suntasacha ó thaobh fheiceálacht na Gaeilge de sa saol
poiblı́ nuair a thagann siad i bhfeidhm. Táim den tuairim chomh maith, mar atá ráite agam
cheana, nach bhfuil sé inmholta a bheith ag iarraidh chuile rud a bhaint amach in aon iar-
racht amháin.

Sin ráite, tá, mar is eol don Teachta, roinnt dı́olúintı́ leagtha amach sna dréacht-Rialachán —
mar shampla, maidir le hainmneacha pearsanta, ainm branda, lógónna agus ainm chomhlachta
(seachas comhlacht poiblı́). Is d’aon ghnó atá na heisceachtaı́ seo á moladh agam. Táim go
láidir den bharúil nach mbeadh ciall dá laghad le dualgas a chur ar chomhlachtaı́ cosúil leis an
mBord Árachais Sláinte Shaorálaigh ná Bord Soláthar Leictreachais na lógónna atá acu a
aistriú go Gaeilge trı́ ASS nó BSL á úsáid, chomh maith leis na leaganacha atá acu cheana féin.
Is ainmneacha branda agus lógónna iad seo a bhfuil aithne fhairsing orthu i measc an phobail.
Tá na comhlachtaı́ Stáit seo, agus go deimhin comhlachtaı́ poiblı́ eile dá leithéid, i gcomórtas
le cuideachtaı́ eile agus nı́l sé i gceist agam aon dochar a dhéanamh dá n-ı́omhá ná dá gcúraim
thráchtála. Táim sásta go bhfuil na heisceachtaı́ seo réasúnta, stuama agus ciallmhar agus go
léirı́onn siad an cur chuige praiticiúil, ciallmhar agus réalaı́och atá glactha agam agus na dré-
acht-Rialacháin á n-ullmhú.

Mar fhocal scoir, nı́ miste a lua go mbeidh deis agam amárach na dréacht-Rialacháin a phlé
leis an gComhchoiste Oireachtais um Ghnóthaı́ Ealaı́on, Spóirt, Turasóireachta, Pobail, Tuaithe
agus Gaeltachta uair amháin eile.

Ethics in Public Office Act.

364. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs
if, during or following his meeting on 19 September 2007, with a delegation of government
officials of Azerbaijan, he received gifts; if so, the gifts he received; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [25717/08]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuı́v): When I met
with a delegation of officials from Azerbaijan to whom I outlined the work of my Department
on 17 September 2007, I was presented with a bottle of local produce and a book on monuments
in that country.

Value for Money Reviews.

365. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the
measures agreed for his Department under the Value for Money Review 2006-08; the projects
which had the necessary changes made; when they are planned for completion; if a value for
money review is planned after 2008; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25854/08]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuı́v): The follow-
ing is the position for my Department regarding VFM reviews under the current round:

(1) Drugs Initiative — Local Drugs Task Forces Completed and laid before the Oireachtas
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(2) Scéimeanna Feabhsúcháin sa Ghaeltacht (Gaeltacht Improvement Schemes)Completed
and laid before the Oireachtas.

(3) Capital Programme for Offshore IslandsCompleted and laid before the Oireachtas.

(4) Ciste na Gaeilge (Fund for Irish Language Projects)In final stages of completion —
publication expected shortly.

(5) Local Development Social Inclusion ProgrammeIn final stages of completion — publi-
cation expected shortly.

(6) CLÁR and RAPID: Leveraged Funding SchemesTarget for completion end-2008.

In addition to the six VFM reviews above, my Department commenced last year a policy review
of the Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund, which operates under the Drugs Initiative.
This review is expected to be completed shortly. A review of the Western Investment Fund is
also scheduled to commence shortly.

The three priority recommendations arising from the completed review of the Local Drugs
Task Forces have been implemented. Work is ongoing in relation to the final recommendation,
in liaison with the HSE and the Department of Health and Children.

With regard to the Scéimeanna Feabhsúcháin review, six of the recommendations have been
implemented or are in the course of implementation. A number of others are being considered
within the context of the recently completed Report of the Linguistic Study of the Use of Irish
in the Gaeltacht.

Arising from the Scéimeanna Feabhsúcháin review and the recently completed review of the
Capital Programme for Offshore Islands, my Department implemented a significant re-align-
ment of work practices/processes within the relevant Departmental sections. Issues raised in
the Islands Review in relation to the support of sustainable energy planning and development
are being addressed in co-operation with Sustainable Energy Ireland (including the com-
missioning of a pilot study on energy use on na hOileáin Árann). The need for project manage-
ment support is being addressed through provision of relevant training, while the development
of a suite of performance monitoring indicators is also being advanced.

I understand that arrangements for the next round of reviews, which may cover the period
2009-2011, are being considered by the Value for Money and Policy Review Central Steering
Committee.

366. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the
amount of funding that has been approved for projects in south Tipperary since June 2007 to
date in 2008; the projects it has been approved for; the amount of funding that has been
approved for projects in the whole country since June 2007 to date in 2008; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [25865/08]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuı́v): In response
to the Deputy’s request, a total of \4.217m in funding has been approved by my Department
for projects in South Tipperary from June 2007 to date in 2008 across a wide range of measures,
programmes and schemes.

The table below outlines the distribution of this funding and the projects approved. Infor-
mation in relation to the funding allocations for my Department in 2008 can be obtained from
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the Revised Estimates for Public Services 2008. In relation to the specific data requested by
the Deputy, the following is the position:

Amount of funding The Projects that the funding was approved for
approved in South

Tipperary from June 2007
to date in 2008

\

Total: 91,950 RAPID Sports Capital Top Up Grants:

15,000 Carrick-on-Suir Rugby Football Club

21,000 Carrick United AFC Ltd

4,500 Sean Kelly Sports Centre

450 St. Nicholas Boxing Club

600 Clonmel Boxing Club

30,000 Clonmel óg Hurling & Football Club

12,000 Canon Hayes Recreation Centre

2,400 Clanwilliam Football Club

6,000 St. Michael’s AFC

Total: 132,000 RAPID Playgrounds 2007/2008:

66,000 Clonmel Town Council

66,000 Carrick-on-Suir

Total: 45,000 RAPID Local Authority Housing Estate Enhancement Scheme:

45,000 Carrick-on-Suir Town Council

Total: 556,954 Community Development Programme:

49,500 Clonmel Travellers Action Project

233,206 Knockanrawley Resource Centre

135,757 The Suir CDP

138,491 Tipperary Travellers CDP

Total: 443,420 Local Development Social Inclusion Programme:

443,420 Clonmel Community Partnership Ltd. under the Local Development Social
Inclusion Programme (LDSIP)

Total: 84,050.73 CLÁR:

63,930 3 LIS roads

7,500 1 School outdoor play facility

5,620.73 2 Three phase Electricity installations

7,000 1 set of Flashing amber safety lights

Total: 324,750 National Organisations — White Paper:

85,750 (2007) Muintir na Tire

239,000 (2008)*
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Amount of funding The Projects that the funding was approved for
approved in South

Tipperary from June 2007
to date in 2008

\

Total: 133,200 Volunteering — White Paper:

133,200 South Tipperary Volunteer Centre

Total: 96,000 Review of Schemes:

96,000 The funding was allocated to the South Tipperary Integrated Structure Steering
Committee

Total: 712,355 Drugs Projects:

18,097 Alcohol & Substance Misuse Campaign

5,000 Parent to Parent Brochure

119,322 Substance Misuse Counsellor

100,000 Outreach Worker — Sth Tipperary

356,000 Aiseiri Addiction Treatment Centre

113,936 Family Support Development Worker — covers all of the SE RDTF region,
including South Tipperary

Total: 74,686 Programme of Grants for Locally-Based Community and Voluntary Organisations

34,686.00 Muintir Na Tı́re

40,000.00 Newcastle Community CouncilClonmel Community Resource Centre

Total: 37,597.62 Scheme of Community Support for older People

2,082.93 Ballyneale Community Alert

964.00 Racecourse Community Alert

15,090.80 Carers Association Clonmel

3,811.89 Faugheen Aheeny Community Alert

1,188.00 SVDP Conference of St Nicholas

3,100.00 Emly Tuesday Clubt

4,080.00 Cahir Community Alert

4,525.00 Knockavilla Community Council/Alert

2,755.00 Vee Valley Community Alert

Total: 788,862 Community Services Programme

249,186 Cahir Development Association Limited

202,990 Cahir Park AFC

133,696 Gallowglass Theatre Limited

202,990 Tipperary Technology Park

Total: 369,000 Dormant Accounts:

33,000 Knockanrawley Resource Centre

30,000 Tipperary Community Hostel Project Ltd

15,000 Childcare Initiative — Ballylynch Development Project

22,000 CBS Primary School, John Street, Carrick on Suir

10,000 Three Drives Family Resource Centre

10,000 Knockanrawley Resource Centre — Research Profile

15,000 Knockanrawley Resource Centre — Eco Building Project

125,000 Clonmel Community Partnership Limited
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Amount of funding The Projects that the funding was approved for
approved in South

Tipperary from June 2007
to date in 2008

\

5,000 Tipperary Excel Heritage Company Limited

5,000 C J Kickham Brass Band Limited

10,000 Gaelscoil Charraig na Siuire

15,000 Suir Community Development Project Limited

10,000 Nano Nagle Community Resource Centre

14,000 Presentation Primary School Carrick-on-Suir

10,000 Carrick-on-Suir Tourism and Economic Development Committee

10,000 Nano Nagle Community Resource Centre

30,000 Three Drives Family Resource Centre

*Indicative level of funding only.

For completeness, I should add that my Department has provided a total of \327,320 to
Tipperary Leader and Barrow Nore Suir Leader Group for projects across Tipperary, under the
LEADER programmes during the period in question. My Department also provides funding to
both these groups for the implementation of the Rural Social Scheme in Tipperary. There are
currently 84 participants on the Rural Social Scheme in Co. Tipperary.

CLÁR Programme.

367. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the
extent to which he will offer funding under the CLÁR programme to any or all areas through-
out County Clare in 2008; the number of applications at hand at present; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [26032/08]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuı́v): As the
Deputy will be aware, the CLÁR Programme is a targeted investment programme for rural
areas that have suffered more than a 35% drop in population between 1926 and 2002. Since I
introduced the Programme in 2002, it has been reviewed and extended twice, most recently in
April 2006. I provide for the Deputy’s information under Table 1, the list of Electoral Divisions
in Co Clare that are now covered by the Programme. Table 2 lists all measures currently
available to applicants from the CLÁR areas within County Clare and there are 17 applications
for the Small Public and Sewerage Scheme currently on hand.

The measures under the programme are constantly kept under review to ensure their rel-
evance to the programme’s goal of rural regeneration and the list may be subject to change.
Since the programme was launched in 2001, over \11m has been approved and almost \7.7m
of that has been drawn down for projects in the CLÁR areas of County Clare. Full details of
all funding approvals can be found on the Department’s website, www.pobail.ie Table 1, County
Clare DEDs

CLARE

DED ID DED NAME DED ID DED NAME DED ID DED NAME DED ID DED NAME

16005 Kilrush Urban 16053 Clooney 16084 Einagh 16122 Caherhurley

16006 Abbey 16054 Ennistimon 16085 Glenmore 16123 Cahermurphy

16007 Carran 16055 Formoyle 16086 Kilballyowen 16124 Cappaghabaun

16008 Castletown 16056 Kilfenora 16087 Kilfearagh 16125 Carrowbaun
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DED ID DED NAME DED ID DED NAME DED ID DED NAME DED ID DED NAME

16009 Derreen 16057 Killaspuglonane 16088 Kilkeel 16126 Cloonusker

16010 Drumcreehy 16058 Killilagh 16089 Killard 16127 Coolreagh

16011 Gleninagh 16059 Kilshanny 16090 Killimer 16128 Corlea

16012 Lisdoonvarna 16060 Liscannor 16091 Kilmihil 16129 Derrymagittagh

16013 Mountelva 16061 Lurraga 16092 Kilmurry 16130 Drummaan

16014 Noughaval 16062 Magherareagh 16093 Kilrush Rural 16131 Feakle

16015 Oughtmama 16063 Milltown Malbay 16094 Knock 16134 Killaloe

16016 Rathborney 16064 Moy 16095 Knocknaboley 16135 Mountshannon

16018 Boston 16065 Smithstown 16096 Knocknagore 16136 O’ Gonnelloe

16021 Killinaboy 16066 Ballynacally 16097 Moveen 16137 Scarriff

16022 Kiltoraght 16067 Clondagad 16098 Moyarta 16138 Ballyblood

16023 Muckanagh 16068 Coolmeen 16099 Mullagh 16139 Ballynahinch

16024 Rath 16069 Kilchreest 16100 Querrin 16140 Caher

16028 Crusheen 16070 Kilfiddane 16101 Rahona 16142 Dangan

16031 Dysert 16071 Killadysert 16102 St Martin’s 16143 Glendree

16033 Furroor 16072 Killofin 16103 Tullig 16145 Killanena

16035 Kilanniv 16073 Kilmurry 16104 Tullygreen 16146 Killuran

16036 Killone 16074 Liscasey 16108 Castlecrine 16147 Kiltannon

16037 Kilnamona 16075 Lisheen 16109 Cloghera 16148 Kyle

16039 Kinturk 16076 Rinealon 16110 Cloontra 16149 Loughea

16046 Annagh 16077 Cahermurphy 16112 Fahymore 16150 Newgrove

16047 Ballagh 16078 Cloonadrum 16114 Killokennedy 16152 Rathclooney

16048 Ballyea 16079 Clooncoorha 16115 Kilseily 16154 Toberbreeda

16049 Ballysteen 16080 Cooraclare 16117 Lackareagh 16155 Tulla

16050 Ballyvaskin 16081 Creagh 16119 O’Briensbridge 16701 Glenroe (020)/
Bllyeighter(017)

16051 Cloghaun 16082 Doonbeg 16120 Ayle 16702 Inishcaltra
North(132)/
Inishcaltra
South(133)

16052 Cloonanaha 16083 Drumellihy 16121 Boherglass

Table 2 CLÁR Measures

Forestry Access Roads

Class 11, Class III Local Roads and Bridges

L.I.S. Roads

Small Public Water Schemes & Sewerage Schemes

Group Water Schemes

Group Sewerage Schemes

DBO Water Conservation Scheme

Village and Countryside Enhancement Scheme

Bi-lingual Signage Scheme

Primary School Outdoor Play Facilities Enhancement Scheme

Sports Capital Grants

Community Initiatives

Electricity Conversions

Marine Development for Piers and Harbours

Ambulance Measure

Health Measure
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Compliance Costs.

368. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
dealings that he or agencies under the control of his Department have had with the business
sector which incur regulatory costs or compliance costs on behalf of business; if he has identified
the baseline cost profile for business associated with that activity; if he has set targets for the
reduction of these different cost items; and the cost and the target reduction in each case.
[25263/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): In March of this year,
the Government decided to reduce the administrative burden of domestic regulation on busi-
ness by 25% by 2012. The Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment is responsible for
devising the approach and methodology used across Government, for co-coordinating the work
across Government Departments and agencies and for reporting to Government on progress.

In this context, the Minister recently asked all departments to list the information obligations
which their regulations impose on business, and to prioritise and measure the most costly
requirements. When this assessment is completed, my Department, along with other depart-
ments, under the leadership of the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment, will
review the situation to see how the 25% reduction can best be achieved.

Grant Payments.

369. Deputy Jimmy Deenihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if he
will confirm at this stage that there will be sufficient funding available to ensure that all appli-
cations received on or before 30 October 2007 will be processed and qualify for payment under
the farm improvement scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25323/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): Applications received
under the Farm Improvement Scheme prior to its suspension on 31 October 2007 are being
processed by my Department up to the level of funding made available for the Scheme by the
2006 Partnership agreement, Towards 2016.

370. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food when
the remaining EU restructuring aid will be paid to beet producers; the rate of payment; the
corresponding figure for machinery contractors; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25336/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The total package
negotiated in November 2005 in the context of the reform of the EU sugar regime was worth
\312m to Ireland. An amending EU regulation in October 2007 had the effect of increasing
the overall value to Ireland of this package to \353m. The package was composed of three
elements.

The first element was the compensation for the reduction in the minimum price of beet —
worth approximately \123m to Irish beet growers over seven years. This was incorporated in
the Single Payment with effect from 2006.

The second element was the EU restructuring aid which, at the outset, was worth \145m to
Ireland. Under the EU regulations, three parties benefited from this aid: the sugar processor,
former beet growers and machinery contractors. The first instalment (40%) was paid in June
2007 and the balance (60%) was paid in February 2008. Some 380 machinery contractors
received \5.9m to compensate them for actual loss in value of specialized beet machinery. As
a result of the amending EU regulation in October 2007, the amount of restructuring aid for
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Ireland was increased by \41.3m. Payment of this additional amount was made retroactively to
over 3,500 former beet growers last month, bringing the total amount of restructuring aid
allocated to the growers to over \53m.

The third and final element of the package was the diversification aid worth almost \44m to
the former beet growers. The first tranche of 50% (\22m) was paid in September 2007 and the
balance was paid in March 2008. This completes the implementation of the sugar reform
package.

Farmers’ Markets.

371. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the number
and location of farmers’ markets. [25399/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): While there is no
formal register of Farmers’ markets in Ireland, An Bord Bia, has in co-operation with Invest
Northern Ireland, published a comprehensive information guide on the operation of farmers
markets. The Bord Bia website www.bordbia.ie includes a list of over 140 markets currently in
operation throughout the island. This list is below.

County Market Location Day

Antrim Origin Farmers Market Castlecroft, Main St Last Saturday of month 11-2pm
Ballymoney

Antrim City Food And Garden Market St George’s Street Saturday 9-4pm
Belfast

Antrim The Park Shopping Centre Belfast Park Shopping Centre Thursday 10-4pm

Antrim Lisburn Market Lisburn Saturday

Armagh Portadown Market Last Saturday of month

Carlow Carlow Farmers Market Potato Market Carlow Saturday 9-2pm

Cavan Cavan Farmers Market McCarren’s, Farham Road, Cavan Saturday 10am-4pm

Cavan Belturbet Farmers Market McGowan’s Garden, (Beside Fridays 4-7pm (May to October)
carpark)

Clare Ballyvaughan Farmers Market Village Hall Car Park Saturdays — 10.a.m-2 p.m

Clare Ennis Farmers Market Car Park, Upr Main Street Friday 8-2pm

Clare Killaloe Farmers Market Between the Waters Sunday 11-3pm

Clare Kilrush Farmers Market The Square Thursday 9-2pm

Clare Shannon Farmers Market Town Centre, next to Skycourt Friday 12.30-7pm
Shopping Centre

Cork Ballydehob Food Market Community Hall Friday 10.30-12pm

Cork Hosfords Market Hosfords Garden Centre, Bandon- First Sunday of every month
Clonakilty Rd (N71). 5 miles April-September, 12-5pm
west of Bandon

Cork Bandon Market Bandon Saturday 10.30-1pm

Cork Bantry Market Main Square 1st Friday of month

Cork Blackwater Valley Farmers Nano Nagle Centre, Mallow Every 2nd Saturday 10.30-1pm
Market

Cork Castletownbere 1st Thursday of month

Cork Clonakilty Farmers Market McCurtain Hill Thursdays & Sundays 10-2pm

Cork Cobh Market Sea Front Friday 10-1pm

Cork Cornmarket Street Market Cornmarket Street Saturday 9-3pm

Cork Douglas Food Market Douglas Community Park Saturday 9.30-2pm

Cork Duhallow Farmers Market Kanturk Thursday and Saturday morning
10.30-1.30p.m

Cork Dunmanway The Old Mill, Castle St Fridays 10-2pm

Cork English Market Cork Entrances on Princes St & Grand Daily
Parade
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County Market Location Day

Cork Fermoy Farmers Market Opposite Cork Marts Saturday 9-1pm

Cork Inchigeelagh Market Creedons Hotel Last Saturday of month

Cork Kanturk Food Market Behind Supervalu Kanturk Thursday & Saturday, 10.30-1pm

Cork Mahon Point Farmers Market West Entrance, Mahon Point Thursday 10-2pm
Shopping Centre

Cork Macroom Farmers Market The Square Tuesday 9-3pm

Cork Midleton Farmers Market Hospital Road Saturday

Cork Schull Farmers Market Car Park Near Pier Sunday 10-3pm

Cork Skibbereen Farmers Market Old Market Square Saturday 10-2pm

Derry Guildhall Country Fair Last Saturday in month

Donegal Ballybofey Farmers Market GAA grounds Friday 12-4pm

Donegal Donegal Town Farmers Market Diamond 3rd Saturday of Month

Down Castlewellan Farmers Market Castlewellan Community Centre Saturday 10am-1pm

Down Newry Dundalk Speciality Food Marcus Square, Hill Street, Newry Last Saturday of every month
and Craft Market 930am-2pm

Dublin Anglesea Road Village Market Grounds of St Mary’s Church at Thursday 10am-4pm
junction of Anglesea Road &
Simmonscourt Road

Dublin Ballymun Farmers Market Ballymun Plaza beside the Civic Thursdays 11am-4pm
Centre.

Dublin Citywest Market Citywest Shopping Centre Friday, 11-4pm

Dublin Clontarf Farmer’s Market St Anthony’s Church, Clontarf Sundays, 10am-5pm
Rd. Dublin 3.

Dublin Dalkey Market Dalkey Town Hall Friday 10-3pm

Dublin DunLaoghaire People’s Park People’s Park Sunday 11-4pm
Market

Dublin Farmleigh Food Market Farmleigh House See www.farmleigh.ie

Dublin Fingal Food Fayre Fingal Arts Centre Last Sunday every month 12-5pm

Dublin Howth Harbour Market The Harbour, Howth Sunday 10-4pm

Dublin Liffey Valley Shopping Centre Quarryvale, D.22 Fridays 10-4pm

Dublin Powerscourt Town Centre Market Powerscourt Town Centre, D.2 Fridays 10-4pm

Dublin Docklands Market Mayor Square, IFSC Wednesday 12-2pm

Dublin Leopardstown Farmers Market Leopardstown Racecourse Friday 10-4pm

Dublin Malahide Market GAA facility, Church Rd Saturday 10-5pm

Dublin Marley Park Food Market Marlay Park Craft Courtyard Saturday 10-4pm

Dublin Monkstown Village Market Monkstown Parish Church Saturday 10-4pm

Dublin Pearse Street Market St Andrews Centre Saturday 9.30-3.30pm

Dublin Ranelagh Market Multi Denominational School Sunday 10-4pm

Dublin 12 Newmarket Dublin 8 Newmarket Thursday from 2 pm to 8 pm,
Saturday from 9.30 am to 4.30
pm

Dublin Smithfield Market Smithfield Plaza Dublin 1 Friday-Sunday 10-6pm Weekly

Dublin Temple Bar Market Meeting House Square Saturday 9-5pm

Dublin The Red Stables Food Market St Anne’s Park, Clontarf (beside Saturday 10am-5pm
the Rose Garden)

Galway Athenry Farmers Market — 100% Market Cross Friday 930-4pm
Organic

Galway Ballinasloe Farmers Market Croffy’s Centre, Main Street Fridays, 10-3pm

Galway Corr Na Mona CDS Teo Saturday’s 10-1pm

Galway Galway Market Beside St Nicholas Church Saturday, 8.30-4pm & Sunday 2-
6pm

Galway Tuam Farmer’s Market — 100 % Market Cross Friday 930-4pm
Organic

Galway Loughrea Market Barrack Street Thursdays 10am-2pm

Kerry Cahirciveen Market Community Centre Thursday 10-2pm (Jun-Sept)
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Kerry Caherdaniel Market Village Hall Friday 10-12am (Jun-Sept &
Christmas)

Kerry Dingle Farm Produce & Craft By the fishing harbour opposite Friday 10am-3pm
Market bus stop

Kerry Dunloe Farmers Market Dunloe Golf Course Sundays 1-5pm

Kerry Kenmare Farmers Market On the Square Wednesdays 10-6pm

Kerry Listowel Farmers Market The Square, Listowel Fridays, 10am-2pm

Kerry Milltown Market Organic Centre Sat 10-2pm

Kerry Milltown Market Organic Centre Tuesday — Friday, 10-6pm

Kerry Sneem Market Community Centre Tuesday 11-2pm (Jun-Sept &
Christmas)

Kildare Athy Farmers Market Emily Square Sunday 10-2pm

Kildare Maynooth Farmer’s Market Manor Mills Shopping Centre, Saturday, 10-4 pm
Maynooth, Co. Kildare

Kildare Naas Farmers Market The Storehouse Restaurant Saturday 10-3pm

Kildare Whitewater Farmers Market Whitwater Shopping Centre, Wednesdays and Saturdays 10-
Newbridge, Co. Kildare 4pm

Laois Portlaoise Market Square Portlaoise Friday 10-3pm

Kilkenny Gowran Farmers Market Gowran Community Hall 3rd Sunday of month 10am-2pm

Kilkenny Kilkenny Farmers Market The Hub, Kilkenny Saturdays, 10-5pm

Kilkenny Callan Farmers Market Main St. Callan Every Saturday 10am-12pm

Kilkenny Kilkenny Farmers Market The Parade, Kilkenny Every Thursday 9:30am-2:30pm

Leitrim Origin Farmers Market Beepark Resource Centre Friday 9a.m-2a.m
(Manorhamilton)

Limerick Abbeyfeale Farmers Market Parish Hall Friday 9-1pm

Limerick Kilmallock Farmers Market The Kilmallock GAA Club Friday 9-1pm

Limerick Limerick Milk Market Limerick Milk Market Saturday 8-1.30pm

Longford Longford Farmers Market Market Sq Friday 9.30-2:30pm

Louth Castlebellingham Farmers Market Bellingham Castle Hotel 1st Sunday of month

Louth Newry Dundalk Farmers Market The County Museum, Jocelyn Saturday 10am –2-pm
Street, Dundalk

Louth Dundalk Town Producers Market The Squre, Dundalk Friday 10am-2pm

Mayo Achill Country Market Ted Lavelle’s, Cashel Every Friday — 11 to 1

Mayo Ballina Country Market Community Centre, Teeling St. Every Friday 9-1

Mayo Ballina Farmers Market Market Square Every Saturday 9-2

Mayo Charlestown Farmers Markets Murphy’s Londis Car Park Every Thursday 9-2

Mayo Claremorris Country Market Town Hall, Claremorris Every Friday — 10 to 2

Mayo Foxford Woollen Mills Market Woollen Mills, Foxford Every Saturday — 10 to 2

Mayo Killala Farmers Market Community Centre Every Sunday 9-2

Mayo Kiltimagh Farmers Market Market Square, Kiltimagh Every Saturday 10-1

Mayo Louisburgh Market Louisburgh Every Friday — 9am to 3pm

Mayo Westport Country Market Pete Callaghan Centre, off James Every Thursday — 8.30 to 1
St Car Park

Mayo Westport Food & Craft Market The Mall, Westport Every Saturday — 9 to 5 (from
March)

Meath Ashbourne Farmers Market Outside the county council offices Every saturday from 10-4pm

Meath Dunboyne Farmers Market At the turn of former Emo petrol Every day 10-6pm
station on the N3

Meath Kells Farmers Market FBD Insurance Grounds Saturday 10-1pm

Meath Sonairte Farmers Market, The Ecology Centre 3rd Sunday in month, 10.30am-
Laytown 5pm

Monaghan Monaghan Farmers / Country Castleblayney Livestock Salesyard Last Saturday of month , 9-1pm
Market

Offaly The Full Moon Market The Chestnut Courtyard Every 3rd Sunday

Offaly Tullamore Country Fair Millenium Square Saturday 9-4pm
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Roscommon Origin Farmers Market (Boyle) Grounds of King House Saturday, 10-2pm

Sligo Origin Farmers Market (Sligo) Sligo IT Sports Field Car Park Saturdays 9am-1pm

Tipperary Cahir Farmers Market Beside The Craft Granary Saturday 9-1pm

Tipperary Clonmel Farmers Market St Peter&Paul’s Primary School, Saturday 10-2pm
Kickham Street, beside Oakville
Shopping Centre

Tipperary Carrick-on-Suir Heritage Centre, Main St Friday 10-2pm

Tipperary Nenagh Farmers Market Teach an Lean Every Saturday 10-2pm

Tipperary Templemore Wednesdays 9-3pm

Tipperary Thurles Greyhound Stadium Saturdays 9.30-12.30pm

Tyrone Origin Farmers Market, Strabane The Score Centre, Dock Rd Last Saturday of month

Tyrone Tyrone Farmers Market Tesco Carpark, Dungannon 1st Saturday of month 8.30-1pm

Waterford Ardkeen Producers Market Ardkeen Quality Food Store 2nd Sunday of every month

Waterford Dunhill Farmers Market Parish Hall Last Sunday of month 11.30-2pm

Waterford Dungarvan Farmers Market The Square Thursday 9.30-2pm

Waterford Kilmacthomas Friday 930-2pm

Waterford Lismore Farmers Market Blackwater Valley

Waterford Stradbally Community Market 1st Saturday of month 10-12.30pm

Waterford Waterford Farmers Market Jenkins Lane Saturday 10-4pm

Westmeath Athlone Farmers Market Market Square, Athlone Saturday 10-3pm

Westmeath Athlone Co-Op Farmers Market St. Marys Parish Hall, North Gate Every Friday 10am-3pm
St.

Westmeath Mullingar Fairgreen (Adjacent to Lifestyle Every Sunday 10.30a.m to 2.30
and Pennys) p.m

Wexford New Ross Farmers Market The Quay, New Ross Saturday 9-2pm

Wexford Wexford Farmers Market Dunbrody Abbey Centre 15th July, 19th August
Dunbrody

Wexford Wexford Farmers Market The Abbey Square Carpark Saturday 9-2pm
Community Partnership,
Enniscorthy

Wexford Gorey Farmers Market Gorey Community School Car Saturday 9-2pm
Park, Esmonde Street, Gorey

Wexford Wexford Farmers Market Key West Friday 9-2pm

Wicklow Brooklodge Organic Market Macreddin Village 1st & 3rd Sunday of month

Wicklow Greystones Market Meridian Point Shopping Centre Saturday 10am-4pm

Wicklow Kilcoole Saturdays — 10.3011.30am

Wicklow Bray Farmers Market Outside Bray Heritage Centre, Saturday 11-3pm
Main St

Wicklow Blessington Farmers Market Russbourough House Sunday 10-4pm

Wicklow Wicklow Town Market Square, Main St Saturday 10-3pm

Food Imports.

372. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the pro-
portion of fish sold here that is imported. [25400/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): In 2007 total imports
of fish for human consumption were valued at \171 million. As total sales of seafood through
the domestic market in 2007 amounted to \394 million, the figure for import sales represents
forty three percent. An analysis of total sales indicates that the retail sector accounted for \181
million, while sales through the food service sector accounted for \213 million.

373. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the pro-
portion of food sold and consumed here that is produced in Ireland. [25401/08]
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Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): According to
estimates from the Central Statistics Office, gross output from the manufacture of food and
beverage products in 2005 amounted to \18 billion.

Ireland is self sufficient in the majority of agricultural commodities and over 80% of agricul-
tural output is exported. Given this situation of comparative and competitive advantage in
terms of agri-production, Ireland engages in and benefits from trade in the agri-food sector.
Agri-food related exports in 2007 totalled approximately \9bn. Ireland also imports agri-food
produce from its trading partners. Agri-food related imports in 2007 were estimated at approxi-
mately \6.2bn.

Food Labelling.

374. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if he will
make a statement on regional and local food branding initiatives. [25402/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The development of
regional and local agri-food products has an important part to play in achieving sustainable
rural development and local food producers are key to this goal. This Government is committed
to supporting local and regional food and Towards 2016 and my Department’s Agri-Vision
2015 Action Plan include measures in this regard. Bord Bia, which operates under the aegis of
my Department, works closely with other State and local agencies to exploit emerging market
opportunities by providing guidance, advice and mentoring assistance.

My Department in co-operation with Bord Bia organised a national conference last
November in Mullingar on the topic of exploring the opportunities in Local Food to raise
awareness of local food and to highlight the benefits of local food initiatives for both the
consumer and the producer. This built on a series of six Regional Food Fora held over an
eighteen-month period, which brought together regional, speciality and artisan producers as
well as relevant state agencies. As part of the drive to promote the benefits of local and regional
food, my colleague, Minister Trevor Sargent T.D. invited local authority mayors and manage-
ment to a Forum in January to engage with the growing culture of local food entrepreneurship
and examine models of successful local markets. An Artisan Industry Committee is also
operating under Agri-Vision 2015 to address issues for developing the artisan food sector at
local level.

Farm Enterprises.

375. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the number
of farmers who are engaged in agri-business. [25403/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): Table 41 of the CSO’s
Farm Structures Survey 2005 contains data on the number of farmers reporting gainful non-
agricultural activity on the farm. In 2005, this figure was 5,900.

376. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the number
of farmers who are engaged in directly selling to consumers through farmers markets.
[25404/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The structural form
of farmers’ markets in Ireland varies between privately owned markets, public markets, co-
operatives and the more familiar Country Markets. Discussions have taken place with the
Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment regarding the possible development by an
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interdepartmental group of statutory guidelines in relation to farmers markets. As a statutory
approach would take some considerable time, a small group is being set up to draw up draft
‘best practice’ guidelines which would be useful to interested parties and might form the basis
for such a standard.

My Department is also currently funding a 3-year research project on examining effective
structures for Farmers’ Markets in Ireland under the Research Stimulus Fund Programme. The
project, which is being undertaken by the Centre for Cooperative Studies and the Department
of Food Business and Development, University College Cork, will seek to establish how farm-
ers markets can best be structured to increase the competitiveness and sustainability of small
farmers and to enhance product quality. It will examine structures in Ireland and draw on
experiences of other countries to recommend ways of improving the effectiveness of farmers’
markets in Ireland.

Off Farm Enterprises.

377. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the number
of farmers who are also engaged in off farm employment; and the proportion of farm incomes
generated in this way. [25405/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The most recent fig-
ures available from the Central Statistics Office are for the year 2005 and these show that there
were 73,500 farmers whose sole occupation was farming or 56% of the total and 58,900 with
another either major or subsidiary occupation.

Special analysis of the EU-SILC 2006 is used to estimate total farm household income and
the proportion arising from farming activities. Using a broad definition of farm households
(any household with an income from farming) total farm household income was estimated at
\58,031 with 36% coming from farming activities, 46% from other employment, 15% from
state transfers and 3% other direct income. A narrower definition of farm household (which
would exclude some part-time farmers) estimates total farm household income to be \47,703
with 54% coming from farming, 27% from off-farm earnings, 17% from state transfers and 3%
other sources. (The average household income for the state was \54,906).

Rural Environment Protection Scheme.

378. Deputy P. J. Sheehan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food when a
REP scheme payment for a person (details supplied) in County Cork will be awarded; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [25426/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): Payment dated 24
June 2008 has issued to the person named.

Agriculture Regulation.

379. Deputy Seymour Crawford asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
plans he has to re-examine the regulations being imposed on the spreading of pig slurry or
poultry litter on farms in view of the high cost of fertiliser; his views on whether the new
regulations being imposed regarding phosphate from 1 January 2011 will make it impossible
under the current regulations to utilise such valuable organic manures and that the test work
that has been done on this issue was carried out on totally different soil structures than that of
Cavan and Monaghan where the main production of pigs and poultry is carried out; if he will
ensure that proper research is carried out in this region and that results of such research would
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be used as a basis for proper regulation; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[25515/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The use of pig slurry
or poultry litter as a fertiliser for the purposes of agriculture is governed by the European
Communities (Good Agricultural Practice for Protection of Waters) Regulations 2006, which
were introduced by the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to give
effect to the Nitrates Directive. The Regulations place strict obligations on all farmers in terms
of fertiliser application and the management and utilisation of animal manures with the objec-
tive of protecting and improving Ireland’s water quality. I appreciate that certain sectors of
farming, such as the pig and poultry industry, face particular challenges in adapting to meet the
requirements of the Regulations. This was acknowledged by the inclusion in the Regulations of
transitional provisions up to I January 2011, to allow for a period of adaptation for these
sectors.

In order to assist with the adaptation process, my Department established the Working
Group on Intensive Livestock Enterprises which includes representatives from Teagasc, the
farm organisations, industry and other stakeholders. This Group, which has met on five
occasions, is examining the issues facing these sectors and exploring possible solutions.

Nutrient off-take on most grassland farms in Ireland is low, resulting in a limited need for
phosphorus in particular; and this is the limiting factor for most farms in the Cavan/Monaghan
area. Tillage crops, on the other hand, provide a viable option for the use of pig and poultry
manure.

My Department is also committed to seeking innovative solutions and in this regard has
approved Investment Aid for 4 Demonstration On-Farm Waste Processing Facilities. A further
6 applications under this scheme are currently being considered.

Animal Feedstuffs.

380. Deputy Seymour Crawford asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if he
has made a decision regarding the use of meat and bone meal in pig and poultry rations in
view of the major reduction in BSE cases in the country, the fact that international advice
makes it clear that such use is 100% safe and the fact that this would reduce the cost of animal
feed for the pig and the poultry sector and save enormous cost to the Exchequer is disposing
of meat and bone meal elsewhere; his views on whether farmers here are disadvantaged by the
fact that their competitors in the USA and elsewhere are incorporating genetically modified
ingredients in there animal feed diets (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25516/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): My Department is
aware of trade interest in using poultry derived meat and bone meal in pig rations and vice
versa. At present, EU regulations prohibit the feeding of meat and bone meal to farm animals.
Discussions are taking place at EU level on a partial relaxation of this ban. The question of
using bovine meat and bone meal to feed either pigs or poultry is not under review at this
stage. There are concerns that a relaxation of the ban on feeding of meat and bone meal to
pigs or poultry might undermine the ban on feeding this material to cattle. This could create
problems for Ireland’s valuable beef industry. The Commission has indicated that the ban on
feeding poultry derived meat and bone meal to pigs and vice versa could be relaxed if satisfac-
tory tests that can distinguish pig and poultry bone meal from ruminant bone meal become
available. No final decision has yet been reached on this matter.

251



Questions— 1 July 2008. Written Answers

[Deputy Brendan Smith.]

Imports of genetically modified maize and soya form a significant proportion of the feed
materials used in Ireland for livestock feed. In excess of 95% of both the maize by-products
and the soya imported into Ireland is genetically modified. Farmers have, however, experienced
some disruption in trade in maize by-products for ruminant diets over the last twelve months,
caused by a lack of synchronisation in the GM crop authorisation process used in the exporting
countries and the EU. This issue is under active review both within my Department and at
EU level.

Proposed Legislation.

381. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
number of submissions received to date under the public consultation of the animal health and
welfare bill 2008; if he expects the Bill to be published before Dáil Éireann resumes in
September 2008; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25571/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): A substantial number
of submissions have been received to date under the public consultation process on the draft
Animal Health and Welfare Bill. Closing date for receipt of submissions is Friday 11th July
2008 and it is envisaged that my officials will meet with a number of organisations subsequently
to provide them with an opportunity to elaborate further on their respective submissions and
proposals. Thereafter, arrangements will proceed with drafting of the Bill taking account of the
submissions received.

Fisheries Protection.

382. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the desig-
nation for shellfish in Lough Foyle; and if there are changes expected to this designation in the
near future. [25601/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The deputy is refer-
ring to either the designation of shellfish waters under the Directive 2006/113/EC on the Quality
Required of Shellfish Waters or to the Classification of Shellfish Areas according to the require-
ments of food safety legislation by the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority. In accordance with
the Government Decision of 30th July 2007, all active shellfish production sites where the
waters are in need of protection or improvement in relation to the parameters specified in
Directive (2006/113/EC), will be designated.

The interdepartmental Shellfish Waters Management Committee are at an advanced stage
in the identification, mapping and selection of sampling points for these sites. On completion
of this work, a process of public consultation will commence in advance of the designation of
these sites by regulation. Any sites which are actively productive and where the water is in
need of protection or improvement in the Irish territorial Waters of Lough Foyle are likely to
be included in this process. The process of consultation and designation will be carried out in
conjunction with the Loughs Agency in relation to Lough Foyle and Carlingford Lough.

In accordance with the Government Decision of 2 October 2007, responsibility for the Qual-
ity of Shellfish Waters function concerning Directive 2006/113/EC will transfer to the Minister
for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. Preparation for this transfer is at an
advanced stage. My officials will continue to work with that Department on these issue through
it’s representation on the Interdepartmental Shellfish Waters Management Committee.

In relation to the Classification of Shellfish Areas according to the requirements of food
safety legislation by the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority, the European food regulations
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require shellfish areas to be classified using the amount bacteria found in sampled shellfish, as
an index of water quality. The resultant outcome is one of three classifications; ‘A’ (highest
quality, lowest bacterial count) through ‘B’ and ‘C’. This classification defines how these shell-
fish may be marketed, for example, shellfish consumed directly may only be harvested from
‘A’ areas, that is, waters meeting the highest microbiological standards. Conversely, shellfish
harvested from areas of lower water quality require further depuration/purification prior to
sale.

In Ireland, the SFPA is the Competent Authority for classification of shellfish areas, under
Service Contract with the Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI). SFPA officers carry out
regular sampling of areas, for analysis at laboratories under the supervision of the Marine
Institute (MI). Over the past year, the SFPA has participated in establishing a Code of Practice
for microbiological classification of shellfish areas, with significant input from FSAI, MI and
Bord Iascaigh Mhara, and the Irish Shellfish Association, as well as a nationwide series of
consultation meetings with the shellfish industry, and an on-line consultation process.

This has resulted in the recent publication by the SFPA of the 2008 classification for all Irish
shellfish areas. For Lough Foyle and Carlingford Lough the Irish Authorities collaborate with
the Northern Ireland authorities and the Loughs Agency. The outcome for harvesting of oysters
in Lough Foyle in 2008 was B status as it has been for previous years.

Ethics in Public Office Act.

383. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if, during
or following his meeting in October 2005, with the Egyptian Foreign Minister, he received gifts;
if so, the gifts he received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25763/08]

384. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if, during
or following his meeting in February 2006, with the Chinese Ambassador to Ireland, he received
gifts; if so, the gifts he received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25764/08]

385. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if, during
or following his meeting in January 2007, with the Minister for Environment and Water on a
trade mission to the UAE, he received gifts; if so, the gifts he received; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [25765/08]

386. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if, during
or following his meeting in June 2007, with the UAE Commerce Minister, he received gifts; if
so, the gifts he received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25766/08]

387. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if, during
or following his meeting in October 2007, with the Chinese Ambassador to Ireland, he received
gifts; if so, the gifts he received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25767/08]

388. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if, during
or following his meeting in April 2008, with the Chinese Ambassador to Ireland, he received
gifts; if so, the gifts he received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25768/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 383 to 388, inclusive, together.

The meetings referred to by the Deputy were attended by my predecessor. It is customary
at such meetings with Ministers from other countries to exchange modest value gifts. The
subject of gifts to Office Holders is dealt with in the Ethics in Public Office Act 1995, and the
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value of gifts received by my predecessor in the above cases were significantly lower than the
prescribed threshold. As there is no requirement to record these items it is not possible to
provide details.

Common Fisheries Policy.

389. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if he will
push for the Irish Government to demand a complete reform of the Common Fisheries Policy in
order to revise the allocation of quota and access by non-Irish fleets to Irish waters. [25429/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The Common Fisher-
ies Policy (CFP) is the European Union’s instrument for the management of fisheries and
aquaculture. It was set down in 1983 and has been reviewed on a 10 year basis since then (in
1992 and 2002). During both reviews, many of Ireland’s priorities were delivered. The process
leading to that reform of the CFP was a lengthy and comprehensive one. It embraced such key
areas as access to resources, conservation, control and enforcement structures and fleet policy.
The reform process spanned a number of years and involved detailed consultations with stake-
holders across the European Union.

In relation to quota allocations, the position is that Ireland’s shares of the main fish stocks
were set in the early 1980’s when fish stocks were being shared out between EU Member
States. The share allocations were based on catch records and reflected the fishing levels of the
Irish fleet and other Member states’ fleets at that time. The percentage shares held by each
Member State have generally remained the same for over 20 years under the principle of
relative stability.

It has been a priority of successive Irish fisheries Ministers to try to have these shares
improved. During both reviews of the Common Fisheries Policy, in 1992 and again in 2002,
substantial efforts were made to push Ireland’s case for increased shares of important stocks
but without success. Ireland received no support from other Member States for changes in the
allocation keys for the share out of stocks. The practical reality is that to achieve an increase
in Ireland’s share of catches, other Member States would have to take a cut in their shares.
This is all the more difficult to achieve when the total allowable catches (TACs) of all the main
commercial species are falling and the reality is that achieving support for such an outcome at
the December Agriculture and Fisheries Council, where quotas are fixed for the following year,
is not deliverable. At this point the European Commission and other Member States largely
take the view that the quota shares are fixed and not subject to ad hoc changes pending any
more fundamental review of the Common Fisheries Policy.

The 2002 review led to a new basic Regulation that will govern EU Fisheries policy until the
next review which is planned for 2012. It is not realistic therefore to expect a further reform
process in the interim. The CFP reform package, agreed in December 2002, included key
national priorities such as the continued recognition of the Hague quota preferences, which
are very important to Ireland as they give Ireland a higher share of certain important fish
stocks than was agreed in the 1980s; an action plan to address the problem of juvenile fish
catches, stronger control and enforcement and the establishment of Regional Advisory
Councils giving fishermen a strong voice in shaping future fisheries policy at EU level.

Following protracted negotiations at the December 2007 Agriculture and Fisheries Council
total package of 182,699 tonnes of fish was secured for the Irish Fishing Industry for 2008. This
was a significant success given that the initial proposal by the European Commission involved
cuts of up to 25% for 25 of the 37 stocks of importance to Ireland. The crucial Hague quota
preferences were also successfully defended after a number of Member States attempted to
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have them set aside. It appears that this system is likely to be challenged again this year and
in that regard I want to assure the House that I will strongly resist any proposals to reduce or
abolish our entitlements under these measures.

Fish Imports.

390. Deputy Tom Sheahan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the tonn-
age of fish being imported into Ireland; the locations from where they are imported; the regu-
lations in place to monitor the amount of fish being imported; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [25803/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): In 2007 imports of
seafood for human consumption amounted to 45,170 tonnes. The chief location of origin for
seafood imports in 2007 was the United Kingdom, which supplied 21,660 tonnes of product or
almost half of the volume imported. The other locations of origin were Germany accounting
for 2,440 tonnes valued at \12 million, Iceland at 1,022 tonnes valued at \7.8 million, France
at 1,212 tonnes valued at \5.8 million, Denmark at 867 tonnes valued at \4.5 million, the
Netherlands at 1107 tonnes valued at \3.5 million and the Faroe Islands at 340 tonnes valued
at \1.6 million. In value terms the United Kingdom accounted for just less than 60% of total
seafood imports in 2007 at \99 million.

There is free circulation of food within the EU which means that food produced in the EU
under EU food safety legislation can move freely throughout other member states without
going through import checks except in the cases where some specific national controls apply
for food safety reasons. Regulation (EC) No 882 /2004 sets out the official controls to be
performed to ensure the verification of compliance with feed and food law, animal health and
animal welfare rules.

Aquaculture Licences.

391. Deputy Tom Sheahan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if he has
satisfied himself with the progress being achieved regarding the processing of licences within
his Department, in particular aquaculture licences; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25804/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): I refer the Deputy to
the responses to questions Nos. 47 of 6 November 2007 and 204 of 14 May 2008.

The process has become considerably more complex in recent years due to increased activity
and demands in the coastal zone and the knock-on need to take an ever greater account of
public safety, environmental and economic issues. A key element in this is seeking to ensure
that the licensing process takes full account of the requirements of a number of EU directives
and relevant implementing regulations governing, in particular, the potential environmental
impacts of any aquaculture activities. These include Directives on the quality of shellfish waters,
on the protection and conservation of Natura 2000 sites and on pollution caused by certain
dangerous substances discharged into the marine environment.

My Department is continuing to work closely with the Department of the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government and the EU Commission with a view to ensuring that the
licensing process takes full account of the requirements of all these Directives. This work is
considerably advanced at this stage. In addition to the complexities associated with EU
Directives is the fact that many of the licences already in place were issued in the 1990’s for a
period of 10 years and are now coming up for renewal. The process for renewal of a licence is
essentially the same as that for a new licence. In addition there are a substantial number of
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applications for assignment of licences. It is also a feature that there is an increasing number
of legal issues arising in the context of the administration of the regulatory process.

The licensing procedure is lengthy and complex, involving a range of intermediate measures
before a recommendation and decision can be made in any one case. The process involves
consultation on a technical level, a public consultation process, and statutory consultation with
a wide variety of Government Departments, bodies and agencies. Any decision on an appli-
cation is also potentially subject to appeal to the Aquaculture Licences Appeals Board. I would
emphasise that, to a large extent, my Department is dependent on inputs and advices from a
number of other Government Departments and agencies which are key to the deliberative
process.

My Department has prepared a detailed strategic plan to give effect to the recommendations
on aquaculture licensing contained in the Cawley Report. This plan is currently undergoing
urgent internal consultation with a view, inter alia, to eliminating the licensing backlog within
a defined timeframe and delivering enhanced customer service to the industry.

Value for Money Reviews.

392. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the measures
agreed for his Department under the Value for Money Review 2006 to 2008; the projects which
had the necessary changes made; when they are planned for completion; if a value for money
review is planned after 2008; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25852/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): My Department has
agreed with the Department of Finance to complete a total of eleven reviews under the 2006-
08 round of reviews. The title of the reviews are as follows:

• Laboratory Facilities (Plant Health, Crops, Research & Development Grants)

• Public (Exchequer and EU) Supports for Aquaculture, 2000-2005

• Dairy Hygiene

• FIRM (Food Research & Development Grants)

• Bovine TB Scheme

• Meat Hygiene — Temporary Veterinary Inspectors

• Bovine Animal Identification and Traceability System

• Fallen Animals Scheme

• Forestry Roads Scheme

• Marketing and Processing Scheme

• BIM ( non decommissioning/non Aquaculture)Marine Support Programme

Completed reviews are published on my Department’s website and are also forwarded to the
Joint Committee for Agriculture and Food and both Houses of the Oireachtas. Four reviews
have now been published under the 2006-08 round. My Department has put in place monitoring
mechanisms whereby recommendations contained in all completed reviews are centrally moni-
tored and analysed with regard to their implementation or use for future policy design. The
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selection of programmes to be reviewed under the next round of reviews will be made following
consultations between my Department and the Department of Finance.

Harbours and Piers.

393. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food further to
Parliamentary Question No. 186 of 31 January 2008, the status of a project (details supplied);
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25949/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): In the announcement
of funding allocated to projects that were identified as priorities by both the Local Authorities
and the Department’s Engineering Division, I can confirm that Clare County Council was
awarded funding of \525,000 towards the harbour development works at Doonbeg. The project
is being managed by the Department’s Engineering Division.

Food Industry.

394. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
comparisons that have been made with prices received by the producers for the full range of
agricultural products here and throughout the European Union; if he has identified discrepanc-
ies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25963/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): Agricultural pro-
duction in Ireland and the EU must be viewed in the context of a reformed and evolving
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), with much more competitive EU and world commodity
markets. As a result of the reformed CAP farmers can now take advantage of the freedom to
farm exclusively for the market. They can focus on meeting the requirements of the consumer
in a competitive manner.

Irish Agri-food related exports in 2007 totalled approximately \9bn. To survive and grow
the sector must be highly competitive on EU and international markets. Competitiveness is not
optional, at either producer or processor level, for a sector that is so export-oriented. In this
situation, producer prices across all commodity markets will obviously vary from Member State
to Member State depending on prevailing market conditions and the comparative advantage
or lack thereof that exists in that Member State. For example, prices of Irish beef have tended
to rise in line with prices in the UK and Continental Europe, where the majority of our pro-
duction is consumed. At times when the supply of product on the EU market is tight, beef
prices in Ireland tend to rise at a greater rate, because such a high percentage of our production
is exported to a range of beef deficient EU markets. With regards to cereals, the EU market
price is currently buoyant, with the traded price of grain in Ireland well above the basic inter-
vention price.

In Ireland, agricultural output (producer) prices increased by almost 10% in 2007, primarily
attributable to increases for cereals, milk and vegetables. The latest data (April 2008) shows
that the (unadjusted) Irish agricultural output price index was 16.3% higher than in April 2007.
The indices for cereals, milk, cattle, poultry, pigs, vegetables and sheep varied considerably and
were up 67.7%, 26.8%, 14.1%, 11.9%, 8.4%, 6.7% and 4.2% respectively. By comparison, in
the first quarter of 2008, the EU output price index increased by 15.8% compared with the
same period in 2007 with a similar range of increases across the various commodities.

395. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
extent to which the food industry here is keeping pace with international developments in the
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area of precooked, frozen or oven ready products; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25964/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The Irish food and
beverages sector currently export over \8 billion, of which prepared consumer foods and sea-
food amounts to over \2 billion. Some 70% of food is exported to EU markets, with the UK
receiving 48%.

In addition to health and well-being, and taste or quality, convenience is a significant driver
in the very competitive consumer foods market and customers demand products that require
little preparation or cooking time. An ever increasingly sophisticated and demanding consumer
is supplied through a highly concentrated retail multiple grocery sector. The multiples, in turn,
demand safe, high quality, good value, innovative branded and private label products from
Irish food processors and suppliers.

The Irish prepared consumer food processing sector has proved its efficiency and effective-
ness in supplying the retail multiples both in the home and export markets, where they are
subject to stiff competition, particularly in the current economic climate. The bulk of Irish food
products are exported to the UK market, where Irish companies have been particularly success-
ful in gaining significant market share. Seafood processors have also been successful in recent
times in entering new markets in the Far East.

Irish food processors would not have achieved the success they currently enjoy if they had
not succeeded in keeping abreast of both market trends and technological developments in the
fast moving and extremely competitive consumer global foods market. My Department, work-
ing in conjunction with the promotion and development agencies, recognises that to continue
to satisfy the very demanding standards and requirements of the retail multiples, Irish food
processors need to achieve high levels of innovation and competitiveness. Assistance is partic-
ularly focused on developing company’s management, innovation and marketing capabilities.

A number of company clusters in innovation and world class manufacturing are currently in
existence, whose objective is to keep abreast with developments in these areas, facilitated by
Enterprise Ireland, Bord Bia, BIM and Udaras na Gaeltachta. Participating companies have in
the recent times visited centres of excellence overseas to ensure this is achieved.

Pigmeat Sector.

396. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if he
has examined the current and future requirements of the pig industry with particular reference
to future requirements and the ability to meet consumer demands at home and compete on
international markets; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25965/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): I am aware of the
current issues facing the pigmeat sector. Feed costs have no doubt become a major factor in
the past year. In line with the general increases in prices of commodities world wide, the price
of certain imported feed materials has increased by as much as 80%. This has resulted in
compound feed prices that are 30% ahead than at the same time last year. Increased cereal
planting consequent on the modification of set-aside rules should result in an easing of prices
for native grains from the 2008 harvest, but prices are expected to be still well above the level
that prevailed in 2006. In addition to this import duties have been abolished on certain feed-
stuffs coming from non-EU countries and it is hoped that this will also add to feed availability.

The present price being paid to pig producers, currently standing at \150/100kgs, is up 15%
on last year has been improving steadily over the past weeks. This positive development for
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producers has been assisted by the availability of export refunds which has helped alleviate
pressures on the EU market. Teagasc has prepared a development strategy for the Irish pig
industry that identified the issues facing the sector and an Implementation/Steering Group is
being currently set up. This group will consist of a small broadly based group that has the
necessary stature and expertise to provide recommendations.

Pigmeat features prominently in Bord Bia’s programme of promotion on the home and
export markets. On the export front, Irish pork has access to important markets worldwide
and pork is included in overseas promotion drives and market access initiatives. To this end
new initial communications have begun with New Zealand, Australia and Vietnam with a view
to gaining market access to these countries. I recognise, however, that the weak U.S. dollar is
creating difficulties for exports to non-EU countries.

In the context of labelling my Department is pursuing the possibility of country of origin with
the EU Commission. The pigmeat sector has proved resilient in the past and I am confident that
it can address its challenges and continue to prosper.

Food Labelling.

397. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
number of inquiries or inspections carried out by his Department in the past 12 months with a
view to authentication of meat or meat products purporting to be of Irish origin; if he has
satisfied himself that all such labelled products accurately reflect their original source; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [25966/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): Responsibility for
enforcement of labelling legislation rests with the Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI)
through its service contracts with my Department, the Sea Fisheries Protection Agency, the
Health Services Executive, the Local Authorities and the National Consumer Agency. As far
as my Department is concerned labelling checks are carried out as part of the routine official
checks at meat plants where there is a permanent presence of DAFF Veterinary or technical
staff. Checks are conducted on a random, risk based frequency and cover labelling,
traceability/origin, identification of cattle, labelling of carcasses, meat, mince meat, meat
products.

Food Labelling.

398. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if all
food and food products on sale here are accurately labelled to reflect the country of origin and
full traceability; if there are notable exceptions; the action taken or proposed to address these
issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25967/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The Minister for
Health & Children has overall responsibility for the general food labelling legislation. Under
the general labelling Directive (2000/13/EC), the place of origin of the foodstuff must be given
only if its absence might mislead the consumer to a material degree.

EU beef labelling legislation requiring country of origin labelling of beef has been in place
since September 2000. As this legislation did not cover beef sold by the catering trade my
Department collaborated with the Department of Health & Children to have national legis-
lation enacted to require that all beef sold or served in the retail or catering sector is now
required to carry an indication of the country of origin. This legislation is enforced by the FSAI.
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Regarding the labelling of poultry meat, there are EU Regulations which provide for the
labelling of unprocessed poultry meat at retail level. The Regulations require such poultry
meat to be labelled with the information regarding class, price, condition, registered number
of slaughterhouse or cutting plant and, where imported from a Third Country, an indication of
country of origin.

My Department, in conjunction with the Department of Health and Children, drafted regu-
lations that would require the country of origin to be indicated on pigmeat, poultry and sheep-
meat. This was notified to the EU Commission in December 2007 as required by legislation.
The Commission was not prepared to adopt the draft regulations in their present format on the
grounds that the proposed legislation is not in compliance with EU food labelling regulations.
However, it indicated that it will reconsider the draft measures once we have submitted
additional explanatory information. This information is currently being prepared for trans-
mission to the Commission.

The EU has 36 specific marketing standards covering fresh fruit and vegetables. Apart from
quality criteria these standards also set down strict provisions regarding labelling, these include
country of origin. The EU Commission is currently reforming the Common Organisation of
the market for fruit and vegetables. As part of this process a number of the existing specific
standards will be replaced by a general standard which will cover a wider range of fruit and
vegetables. I will continue to press for progress, as I believe consumers are entitled to full
information on the labelling of food products.

Food Industry.

399. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food his
plans for the development and expansion of the fruit and vegetable industry here; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [25969/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): Under the National
Development Plan 2007-2013, substantial funding of circa \50 million has been included to
assist producers of fruit and vegetables to upgrade or develop new production facilities. The
scheme of investment aid for the commercial horticulture sector will assist capital investment
on farms to promote the specialisation and diversification of on-farm activities, improve the
quality of products and facilitate environmentally friendly practices and improved working
conditions on farms. Commercial enterprises will also be assisted to improve marketing and
processing facilities.

In addition, fruit and vegetable producers can benefit from EU aid under the Producer
Organisation (PO) scheme. POs provide their members with the opportunity to concentrate
marketing, reduce production costs, improve quality and stabilise prices. The strengthening of
the role for POs is a core part of the EU strategy for improving the competitiveness of the
fruit and vegetable sector in the future. With the more flexible rules adopted by the EU last
year governing the formation and operation of POs, I hope to see them playing a much greater
future role in supporting Irish producers of fruit and vegetables.

In December 2007 My Department also invited applications from the horticulture sector for
funding under the capital investment scheme of aid for the marketing and processing of agricul-
tural products. The closing date for receipt of applications was the 29th of February 2008.
Under the Scheme, aid is being provided to assist the development of the fruit and vegetable
sector through grant aiding capital investment in buildings and/or new specialised plant and
equipment in commercial enterprises involved in the marketing and processing of fruit and
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vegetable products. A total of 36 eligible applications were received and these applications are
undergoing a detailed assessment and evaluation process.

Farm Retirement Scheme.

400. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
number of farm retirement pension applications currently on hand; the number approved in
the past 12 months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25970/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The 2007-2013 Early
Retirement Scheme was launched on 13 June 2007. A total of 176 cases have been approved
for payment under this Scheme and a further 131 cases are currently being processed by my
Department.

Afforestation Programme.

401. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
extent to which, in the course of the forestry planting programme, an effort is being made to
ensure the planting of tree species most likely to be efficient in the context of carbon seques-
tration. [25971/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): All tree species grant-
aided by my Department under the forestry grant schemes achieve high levels of carbon-
sequestration. The potential of different tree species to sequester carbon dioxide from the
atmosphere depends mainly on their rate of growth. Some conifer species grow rapidly and
will begin to sequester considerable amounts of carbon early in their life. Other species, includ-
ing some broadleaves, grow more slowly and do not sequester the same level of carbon until
later in their life. Generally, as trees reach maturity, there is little difference in the total amount
of carbon dioxide sequestered, when all species are compared.

The relationship between forests and carbon sequestration is a highly complex one and the
efficiency of forests to absorb carbon is not dependent upon the tree species alone. Other
factors such as soil type, previous land use, local climate, disease, fire, forest management
activities, fertilisation and the rate of decomposition of forest organic matter all contribute, to
greater or lesser degrees, to the overall forest carbon cycle.

Sectoral Development.

402. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food his
short, medium and long-term plans for the development of the agriculture and fishing sectors
with particular reference to the need to develop and expand the industries with the ability to
compete on international markets; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25972/08]

413. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food his
proposals for the ongoing developments of agriculture here in the next five years with particular
reference to maintaining existing markets for Irish produce in addition to opening new markets;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25983/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 402 and 413 together.

There are in place a number of strategic plans operated by my Department which have the
overall objective of developing and enhancing the capacity and competitiveness of the agri-
culture, food, forestry and fishing sectors. These include the Agri Vision 2015 Action Plan,
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the relevant commitments in Towards 2016, the National Development Plan and the Rural
Development Programme for the 2007-2103 period, Steering a New Course — the seafood
industry strategy and the agriculture and marine research development programmes in the
National Strategy for Science, Technology and Innovation. These plans were compiled taking
into account the views of the industry, farming organisations and other major stakeholders and
are regularly monitored to ensure that the relevant commitments are met on an ongoing basis.

As regards the maintenance and development of markets for Irish produce, Bord Bia will
continue to play a prominent role in supporting the industry, both on internal and external
markets. Furthermore, the Programme for Government of June 2007 provides for the establish-
ment of a high-level interdepartmental group whose role an ongoing basis, will be to identify
and work to ease access and fully exploit new overseas markets for Irish food and drink prod-
ucts. This newly formed Group met recently and agreed a programme of work to deliver on
its terms of reference, which are:

• To identify and work to ease access and fully exploit new overseas markets for Irish food
and drink products.

• To seek the re-opening of traditional markets and access to new markets based on terms
of trade equivalent to EU standards.

• To pursue specific issues (tariff and non-tariff) that act as a hindrance to trade.

Farming Sector.

403. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
number of full-time farmers in 1998; the number currently engaged in full-time farming; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [25973/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The most recent fig-
ures available from the Central Statistics Office are for the year 2005 and these show that there
were 73,500 farmers whose sole occupation was farming or 56% of the total, this compares
with a figure of 49,300 for 1997 (figure for 1998 is not available). Over this period the number
of farmers with another either major or subsidiary occupation rose from 49,300 to 58,900.

The trend in recent years has been towards part-time farming and reflects a combination of
factors including the increased availability of off-farm employment. Many small-scale producers
find that combining farming with off-farm employment is an effective way to ensure their
continued viability in farming. At the same time, full-time farmers are looking to the new
flexibility offered to them under decoupling to develop and intensify their commercial farm
enterprises.

404. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
extent to which deer farming has expanded or contracted in the past five years; his plans for
the future of this industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25974/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): Official data on deer
farming is available from the Census of Agriculture which is carried out by the Central Statistics
Office roughly every ten years. The first and so far only Census of Agriculture that included
deer was in June 2000. This stated that there were farmed deer on 266 farms. Teagasc has
estimated that the number of farms involved in deer production peaked in the mid 1990s at
about 450 and they would estimate that the number currently stands at between 200 and 250.
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The structure of deer farming has altered over the last ten years and the number of units
has decreased. While there are fewer enterprises now, they are larger, more specialised and
moving towards quality assured high value product outlets.

Dairy Exports.

405. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if he
has studied potential threats to Irish dairy exports abroad; the degree to which Ireland’s export
markets are improving, stable or otherwise; his plans to address the issue; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [25975/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): Ireland has been
successful in building EU and world market trade over a sustained period. This has been
supported by consistent efforts to promote and market Ireland’s dairy produce in these markets
by Irish operators. Over 80% of Irish dairy production is exported to EU and world markets.
2007 was another successful year for the Irish Dairy Sector with exports up 13% to \2.36bn.
This was achieved despite challenges brought about by reduced export refunds, subsidies &
aids, increased energy costs and a weakening of the US dollar against the Euro. The increase
in dairy exports amounted to \270 million, 65% of the total rise in food and drink exports, and
half of this growth came from Asian Markets.

As a consequence of tightness of supply on EU and World Markets, prices for dairy products
increased considerably in 2007 and prices reached record levels in the Autumn. Due to this
market buoyancy, there are currently no internal aids or export refunds available in the milk
sector. However, my Department and I continue to keep the dairy markets under close review
and intervene when necessary with the EU Commission to stress the importance of utilizing
all market supports available, particularly for butter, in order to stimulate demand and stabilize
the market for dairy products.

The key challenges in the medium term will be to ensure that Irish farming and the agrifood
sector is at the heart of an evolving high-value food market which is focussed on quality and
innovation. This is at the core of Government strategy, evidenced by the National Development
Plan 2007-2013, AgriVision 2015 and the Partnership Agreement Towards 2016. A key element
of this strategy was the Dairy Investment Fund launched in 2007. My Department provided
funding of \114 million towards investment in dairy processing and a total of 19 capital invest-
ment projects were approved and awarded Government grant assistance under the Fund, which
will generate an estimated capital spend of \286 million at full production. The purpose of the
Fund is to increase the efficiency of the main dairy outputs by supporting the upgrading of
plant and buildings and to assist operators in capturing new business and in developing new
valued added products. Some of these projects have already been completed and the remainder
are progressing to the implementation phase.

Meat Exports.

406. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
number of countries to which Irish beef, pigmeat and lamb are currently exported; the extent
to which new markets have been established or old markets lost; the countries with which
Ireland has to compete on such markets; the degree to which Ireland is holding or losing it’s
competitive edge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25976/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The following chart
sets out the number of countries to which Irish beef, pigmeat and lamb are exported:
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2000 2007

Beef 56 36

Pigmeat 51 43

Sheepmeat 14 19

Beef

The distribution of Irish beef exports has undergone significant change since 2000. Irish
exports have gone from a position where only 50% of exports went to other European markets
in 2000 to 97% in 2007. The principal factors behind this change in market distribution have
been the emergence of a significant market deficit in the European beef market combined
with an improved market position for Irish beef in key markets. This development represents
significant progress for the Irish beef sector as the EU market continues to offer the highest
market returns to Irish exporters on a consistent basis. The improved market position for Irish
beef is highlighted by the fact that to date in 2008 Irish steer prices stand at 100% of the EU-
15 average R3 male cattle prices compared to 90% in the early 2000s.

Pigmeat

The UK market remains the key destination for Irish pigmeat accounting for over half of
total exports annually.

Continental EU markets such as Germany, France and Italy also continue to provide an
important outlet for Irish pigmeat. In terms of International markets for Irish pigmeat, the key
destinations include Japan, Russia, South Korea and the United States. Other markets to
emerge over recent years include China which provides additional opportunities for Irish
exporters to the region.

No significant markets have been lost for Irish pigmeat over recent years.

Sheepmeat

As the following table shows the market distribution of Irish sheepmeat exports has changed
significantly since 2000:

Market Distribution of Irish Sheepmeat Exports (%)

2000 2007

France 75 55

UK 9 27

Mediterranean 5 2

Other EU 11 16

There has been a gradual decline in the reliance on the French market for Irish sheepmeat
with 55% of total shipments destined for that market in 2007 compared with 75% in 2000.

At the same time the UK has emerged as an increasingly important market outlet and now
account for over one quarter of total shipments. While this trade initially largely consisted of
mutton, recent years have seen a strong expansion in the volume of lamb being exports to
the UK.
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The increasing level of deboning evident within the sheepmeat sector has facilitated increased
shipments of lamb cuts to markets in Northern Europe, Belgium and Germany. In 2007, around
30% of total sheepmeat exports were in boneless form, which compares to just 13% as recently
as 2000.

Alternative Energy Projects.

407. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
acreage and variety of bio-fuel crops currently growing or proposed in 2008; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [25977/08]

408. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
extent to which he has had discussions with his EU colleagues in the matter of bio-energy
crops; the extent to which such discussions are expected to impact positively on climate change
issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25978/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 407 and 408 together.

The area devoted to energy crops increased from 137 hectares in 2003 to just over 9,000
hectares in 2007. The varieties of energy crops sown to date are Oilseed Rape, Miscanthus,
Willow, Oats and Wheat. A figure for the number of hectares planted under energy crops in
2008 is not yet available. This figure will be forwarded directly to the Deputy immediately it
becomes available, together with a listing of crops being grown under the 2008 Energy Crops
Scheme.

Support to farmers for growing energy crops is available under the EU Energy Crops
Scheme, which provides an EU premium of \45 per hectare for energy crops that are used to
produce bio-fuels and electric and thermal energy produced from biomass. In 2006, my prede-
cessor called for a review of the energy crop premium, as it was not proving effective in Ireland
and also raised the matter with the Agriculture Commissioner. The EU Commission sub-
sequently published a Report on implementation of the scheme and made a proposal to allow
Member States pay national aid of up to 50% of the costs associated with establishing miscan-
thus and willow. Following the adoption of this Proposal, the Department introduced a new
Bio-energy Scheme offering establishment grants of \1,450 per hectare to farmers to plant
willow and miscanthus.

The cultivation of energy crops for bio-fuel feedstock provides an alternative land use option
for farmers and is part of the solution to mitigating the harmful effects of climate change and
reducing greenhouse gas emissions in the transport sector. Sustainability in the production and
use of bio-fuels is critical and in that regard the Commission has proposed new environmental
sustainability criteria for bio-fuel use in the EU. The criteria will set strict targets for bio-fuels
in terms of greenhouse gas emission savings.

Sugar Beet Industry.

409. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
steps he proposes to take to encourage the beet growing sector to diversify with particular
reference to the need to maintain farm income; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25979/08]
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Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): As part of the EU
sugar reform package diversification aid worth \44m approximately to Ireland was made avail-
able. The main objective of this aid was to provide funding towards the cost of establishing
alternative farming enterprises by the former beet growers and thus assist these farmers to earn
a replacement income and contribute to the viability of the wider rural economy of the former
beet growing areas. The first tranche of 50% (\22m) was paid in September 2007 and the
balance was paid in March 2008.

Following the reform of the Common Agriculture Policy in 2003, farmers now have the
freedom to focus on new market opportunities including the area of purpose grown energy
crops for use as a renewable source of energy in the heat, electricity and liquid bio-fuels
markets. The market for energy crops is developing in response to the need to develop alterna-
tive renewable sources of energy. To improve the profitability of growing energy crops in
Ireland, my Department introduced a number of support measures in 2007. The measures
include a new National Energy Crop Premium of \80 per hectare to supplement the EU pre-
mium of \45 per hectare available under the EU Energy Crops Scheme. A new Bio-energy
Scheme was also introduced to encourage farmers to grow miscanthus and willow for use in
the production of heat and electricity. The Scheme provides farmers with establishment grants
of up to 50% of the costs of establishment, subject to a maximum grant of \1,450 per hectare.
As a further support measure, areas planted with energy crops also qualify for the Single Farm
payment. I am confident that these measures will encourage farmers to consider energy crops
as an alternative land use option.

Many farmers who previously grew sugar beet will have increased their cereals acreages this
year as a result of the increase in cereals prices in recent times and following the decision of
the EU Commission to set the obligatory set-aside rate at zero for the 2008 harvest.

Food Safety Standards.

410. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if all
beef and beef products imported into Ireland and on sale through shops, supermarkets or the
catering trade are expected to be compliant with EU regulations in regard to traceability,
hygiene and husbandry requirements; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[25980/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): The placing of animal
products on to the market for human consumption must be in accordance the provisions of the
European Communities Food Law applying at all stages of the production, processing and
distribution of food, including importation. It is the responsibility of Food Business Operators
under this legislation to ensure food of animal origin, such as beef, they place on to the market
is hygienic, has come from an approved source and is traceable. Under Service Contracts with
the Food Safety Authority of Ireland my Department and other Government Department’s
and Agencies with responsibility for Food Safety apply controls on operators to ensure these
provisions are applied.

Import control forms a part of the EU’s integrated policy of guaranteeing that the food
produced and placed on to the market is safe and that animal and public health is not put at
risk. Animal products imported from third countries are required to meet standards at least
equivalent to those required for production in, and trade between, Member States. All imports
must come from third countries or areas of third countries approved by the Community for
export to the EU.
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My Department has responsibility for operation of public and animal health control on
imports of animal origin including beef from count outside of the EU. They are carried out at
EU approved Border Inspection Posts in co-operation with Customs Service.

The EU’s Food and Veterinary Office (FVO) carries out assessment of third countries wish-
ing to export animal products to the EU and Commission approval in granted where the
responsible authorities can provide appropriate guarantees as regards compliance or equival-
ence with Community feed and food law and animal health rules. Third countries and their
establishments that are approved to export are audited and inspected by the FVO with regard
to these guarantees and reports of the findings of inspections are published on its website. If
an outbreak of an animal diseases occurs in a third country approval to export to the EU is
suspended for the country or the effected region, as appropriate, until this risk has been elimin-
ated. Where the FVO considers that public health requirements are not being met an establish-
ment may be removed from the EU approved list.

Farm Waste Management.

411. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
steps he proposes to take to encourage the proliferation of anaerobic digesters to cater for
farm waste, improve efficiency, become more eco-friendly and contribute to the energy grid;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25981/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): A Scheme of Invest-
ment Aid for Demonstration On-Farm Waste Processing Facilities was introduced by my
Department in June 2006 under the aegis of the 2000-2006 National Development Plan. In
2007, grant-aid was made available under the Scheme for the development of ten on-farm
anaerobic digestion facilities. In accordance with the standard practice under my Department’s
on-farm investment schemes, grant-aid is payable on satisfactory completion of the works
concerned.

EU Funding.

412. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if he
is satisfied that EU support for Irish agriculture will be sufficient to give adequate support to
the industry in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25982/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): Agreement on the
Financial Perspectives of the EU for the period 2007-2013 was reached in the European Council
in Brussels in December 2005. The main elements of the European Council’s decision insofar
as agriculture and rural development are concerned were to confirm budgetary allocations
representing funding of \320 billion in current prices to pillar 1 of the CAP in the period to
2013, taking into account the transfer of funds from direct payments to Rural Development
through compulsory modulation.

Under rural development, Ireland will receive its allocation of the EU rural development
funds based on a historical key that works to our advantage. Taken together with the special
allocation of \0.5bn agreed for Ireland at the European Council, this will give a total allocation
to Ireland of \2.34bn over the period 2007-2013, including modulation. I am satisfied that the
EU support for Irish agriculture under the agreed Financial Perspectives will be sufficient to
provide adequate support to the industry in the period ahead.

Question No. 413 answered with Question No. 402.
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Sectoral Development.

414. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food his
plans to ensure the future development of the agricultural industry with particular reference to
meat and dairy sectors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25984/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): As outlined to the
Deputy in a reply on 21st February, plans for the development of the agrifood sector are
set out in the AgriVision 2015 Action Plan, the Programme for Government, the National
Development Plan and the Rural Development Plan. The AgriVision Action Plan was the
Government’s response to the seminal Report of the AgriVision 2015 Committee on what
needed to be done to secure the optimal development of the agriculture and food industries.
It contained 167 actions based on three key drivers for success, i.e. competitiveness, innovation
and consumer focus.

Yesterday, I launched the Second Progress Report of the Action Plan detailing the work
that has been undertaken in the two years since its publication. Substantial progress has been
made, with 93% of its actions implemented. The combined effect of these and related actions
has been that overall food exports rose in 2006 by 10% with a further 5% increase in 2007 to
\9.2 billion.

Meat Sector

In relation to meat, the Action Plan points out that the short-to-medium term goal of the
meat sector, especially beef, is to ensure that high market penetration in the EU is consolidated
and developed, while also recognising the importance of access to commercially attractive third
country markets.

The challenges facing the sector are varied and it is essential that it continue to adapt posi-
tively and efficiently to evolving market trends and consumer demands. Consequently, and in
line with the Agri Vision 2015 Action Plan, I have put in place a number of measures and
supports, which, I believe, will support the industry in positioning itself to face the challenges
posed by ever evolving markets. These initiatives cover every aspect of the “meat chain”, from
producer to the consumer.

Beef

Amongst the specific measures introduced to support the beef industry are:

• A Capital Investment Aid Scheme aimed at increasing value added and increased
efficiencies for the beef and sheepmeat industries at processing level

• a nationally funded Suckler Welfare Scheme aimed at improving animal welfare and
contributing to the improved quality and viability of suckler herds.

• a Beef Forum to examine the various issues arising in the sector and to consider appro-
priate responses.

In addition, Bord Bia is intensifying its promotional measures to publicise the positive response
of the beef industry to an ever-evolving market. These initiatives complement and underpin
the existing quality assurance schemes and the advances in breed improvement being developed
by ICBF.
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Sheepmeat

The Sheep Industry Development Strategy Group set out a series of recommendations cover-
ing areas such as production, research, advice, processing and marketing. The objective is to
facilitate the development of a more profitable sheep sector in Ireland covering production,
processing and marketing. Most of the recommendations in the Report fall to be implemented
by the industry itself and of their nature will take time for their effects to be seen. My Depart-
ment is playing its part by providing assistance for breeding, processing facilities, mechanical
grading and quality assurance.

Other aspects of the Group’s report are also being pursued and sheep farmers are major
beneficiaries of various schemes being operated by my Department. Under REPS 4, a new
mixed grazing measure is specifically targeted at them. Payment from the National Reserve of
the Single Payment Scheme have and will continue to be made to certain sheep farmers. This
will result in payments of some \42m up to 2013 in the areas concerned.

The downward trend in lamb consumption in certain markets presents a real challenge. To
address this, Bord Bia is collaborating with its French and British counterparts on a 3 year
generic lamb promotion on the French market to promote lamb to younger consumers.

Pigmeat

Over the past year the very high cost of feeding stuffs has created serious difficulties for pig
producers. While there may be some easing of cereal prices the likelihood is that feed costs
will continue to challenge the sector. In recent months the prices being paid to producers
throughout the EU have been very high compared to recent years. This is due in large part to
the scheme of export refunds introduced last December following representations by this coun-
try and other Member States to the European Commission. An aids-to-private-storage scheme
that operated last November also provided some useful assistance.

Access to international markets is an important contributor to the viability of the Irish pig
industry. Our pigmeat is exported to a wide range of destinations worldwide including
important markets such as Japan, Peoples Republic of China and the US.

My Department maintains an extensive scheme of controls on the hygienic production of
pigmeat and on the operational procedures that are required to underpin the certification of
pigmeat for markets worldwide. Bord Bia’s marketing initiatives cover pigmeat. The sector is
often involved in overseas promotion drives which occasionally involve the participation of
pigmeat exporters. My Department will continue to work with Bord Bia and the Department
of Foreign Affairs and the industry to identify and develop other potential markets. Pork and
bacon is included in Bord Bia’s promotion campaigns for the Irish market and the Bord’s
pigmeat quality assurance scheme is being developed with a view to increasing membership.

Poultry

It is my policy that this industry should develop to its full potential and be in a position to
meet the demands of today’s consumers and withstand the very strong competition from
abroad. The Poultry Expert Group was set up to review the main factors impacting on the
poultry and eggs industry and draw up relevant action points. The group was comprised of
various industry players including producers, processors, packers, feed suppliers, relevant State
bodies etc. The final report of the Group contains recommendations concerning such matters
as poultry meat labelling, animal welfare, environment protection and feeding stuffs. My
Department will be implementing the recommendations relevant to it.
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[Deputy Brendan Smith.]

Dairy Sector

Processing Industry

Last year my Department provided funding of \114 million towards investment in dairy
processing. A total of 19 capital investment projects were approved and awarded Government
grant assistance under the Dairy Investment Fund, which will generate an estimated capital
spend of \286 million at full production. The purpose of the Fund is to increase the efficiency
of the main dairy outputs by supporting the upgrading of plant and buildings and to assist
operators in capturing new business and in developing new valued added products. Some of
these projects have already been completed and the remainder are progressing to the imple-
mentation phase.

Milk Quotas

Reducing costs and increasing scale means getting more milk quota into the hands of active
and committed producers at the lowest possible cost. In order to achieve this objective my
Department introduced the Milk Quota Trading Scheme for the 2007/2008 quota year, in recog-
nition of the need for improved efficiency and long-term competitiveness at producer level.
The scheme has now completed its second year of operation and has been responsible for the
transfer of 320 million litres of milk quota to active and progressive dairy farmers.

At EU level, Ireland pressed for an increase in Milk Quotas for the 2008/09 milk quota year.
The Commission, in its Dairy Market Report in December 2007, recommended a quota
increase of 2% for all Member States from April. This proposal was adopted by the Council
of Ministers in March, and the additional quota has been allocated to all active dairy farmers,
giving further opportunities to the Irish dairy sector to respond to improved international
dairy markets.

As a consequence of tightness of supply on EU and World Markets, prices for dairy products
increased considerably in 2007 and prices reached record levels in the Autumn. Due to this
market buoyancy, there are currently no internal aids or export refunds available in the milk
sector. However, I will continue to keep the dairy markets under close review and will intervene
when necessary with the EU Commissioner to stress the importance of utilizing all market
supports available, particularly for butter, in order to stimulate demand and stabilize the market
for dairy products.

Aquaculture Industry.

415. Deputy Tom Sheahan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food when a
co-op (details supplied) in County Kerry can expect to receive its licence to farm mussels in
Sneem in view of the fact that its application has been with his Department for more than two
years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25991/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): My Department has
under consideration an application for an aquaculture licence in respect of 3 sites in the
Kenmare River area from the CoOp in question. A number of letters of objection to this
application have been received in my Department recently. My Department has accordingly
written to the CoOp requesting its comments on the issues raised by the objectors. When a
response is received the matter will receive further consideration.
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Grant Payments.

416. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if a person
(details supplied) in County Mayo is due a payment under their REP scheme four contract
which commenced on 1 December 2007. [26001/08]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Brendan Smith): Under the EU regu-
lations governing the operation of REPS 4, payments will relate to the period in each calendar
year during which a participant is in the scheme. In this instance, as the plan commenced on 1
December 2007, the person named is due a payment in respect of the month of December 2007.

Third Level Courses.

417. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Education and Science the number of
students currently studying agricultural science and rural agri-business courses. [25398/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): I understand from the Higher
Education Authority that as of 1st March 2007 there were 1,961 full time undergraduate
students on courses in agriculture and related disciplines in the Universities and Institutes
of Technology.

Agri-business is not a separate discipline and the HEA is not in a position to extract figures
by course title in the time available to answer this question. This information will be compiled
and forwarded to the Deputy as soon as possible.

Residential Institutions Redress Board.

418. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Science if he will advise
on a matter (details supplied). [25411/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): The Residential Institutions
Redress Board was established under Statute in 2002 and is governed by the terms of the
Residential Institutions Redress Act, 2002. The Board was established to make fair and reason-
able payments to persons who, as children, were abused while residents in Industrial Schools,
Reformatories and other institutions subject to State regulation or inspection and who were
placed in such institutions by the State. The Board is independent in the performance of its
functions.

Under the terms of Section 8 of the Act, persons were required to make an application to
the Board within 3 years of the establishment day. Consequently, the closing date for receipt
of applications to the Redress Board expired on 15th December 2005. Under Section 8 (2) of
the legislation, the Board may, at its discretion and where it considers there are exceptional
circumstances, extend this period. Section 8 (3) provides for the Board to extend the period
where it is satisfied that an applicant was under a legal disability by reason of unsound mind
at the time when such application should otherwise have been made and the applicant con-
cerned makes an application to the Board within 3 years of the cessation of that disability.

A person’s ineligibility to apply to the Redress Board, for whatever reason, does not affect
their statutory right to explore other legal avenues which may be open to them.

Schools Building Projects.

419. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Science when extra funding
will be allocated to a school (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [25251/08]
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Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): As part of the expansion of the
Small Schools Scheme 2007, a grant of \380,000 was sanctioned for the school in question to
enable the Board of Management to extend and refurbish their school.

The scheme is not intended to leave schools with significant fundraising needs. Rather the
terms of the Scheme require the schools to tailor the scope of capital works commissioned to
the available funding. The decision on whether to continue participating in the scheme or to
drop out, if the scope of build is more than the funding envelope permits, is a matter for each
school authority. A central tenet of the devolved scheme is that the school, granted discretion
and funding, must equally accept responsibility for prioritisation, adherence to statutory regu-
lations, as well as control of costs and ensuring value for money.

A request for significant additional funding has been received in my Department and is
under consideration. A decision will be conveyed to the school authorities as soon as possible.

Special Educational Needs.

420. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaı́l asked the Minister for Education and Science his views on
correspondence regarding a person (details supplied); if provision will be made by his Depart-
ment to enable the student in question an additional year in second level education in view of
their particular circumstances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25253/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): The Deputy may be aware that
special schools cater for children and young persons with special educational needs from 4
years of age until the end of the school year in which they reach their 18th year. At that point,
the health sector assumes direct responsibility for young adults with special educational needs
who are over 18 years. My Department, at that stage, may allocate resources towards an edu-
cation component of such provision.

It is expected that a school will have been liaising with the health authorities during the final
year of a young person’s attendance in school to ensure the young person’s successful transition
to adult services by the time s/he reaches age 18.

The young person in question is now 18 years of age. The school authorities have been
advised that my Department will not be sanctioning an additional year of school attendance.

School Enrolments.

421. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for Education and Science if his attention has
been drawn to the concerns that enrolment numbers for first and second level students are to
be reduced from September 2008; his views on such a policy; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [25275/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): Projected enrolments for
September 2008 indicate an increase rather than any decrease on the previous year’s
enrolments.

Schools Building Projects.

422. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Science if an application
by a school (details supplied) in County Westmeath will be approved; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [25283/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): My Department received an
application for funding under the emergency works scheme from the school in question. A
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decision on the application will be made as soon as possible and the schools will be advised of
the outcome.

423. Deputy Ulick Burke asked the Minister for Education and Science if he will verify that
work partially completed at a school (details supplied) in County Galway under the small
schools devolved scheme will be completed before September 2008; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [25308/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): As part of the expansion of the
Small Schools Scheme 2007, a grant of \275,000 was sanctioned for the school in question to
enable the Board of Management to extend and refurbish their school.

The scheme is not intended to leave schools with significant fundraising needs. Rather the
terms of the Scheme require the schools to tailor the scope of capital works commissioned to
the available funding. The decision on whether to continue participating in the scheme or to
drop out, if the scope of build is more than the funding envelope permits, is a matter for each
school authority. A central tenet of the devolved scheme is that the school, granted discretion
and funding, must equally accept responsibility for prioritisation, adherence to statutory regu-
lations, as well as control of costs and ensuring value for money.

The school authorities submitted an appeal for significant additional funding which was con-
sidered in my Department. However, in line with the original intention of the Small Schools
Scheme, it was considered that the school should be encouraged to complete the project within
the funding envelope provided and, accordingly, the application for additional grant aid was
not approved.

In the current economic climate and with considerable demands on the capital budget of my
Department, it is not possible to approve such significant increases in the amounts grant aided
to schools. It is the responsibility of the school authorities to manage the resources allocated
to them to ensure maximum value for money and to control costs.

424. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Science if he will report on the
status of a school building project (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [25347/08]

425. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Science if he will report on the
status of a school building project (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [25348/08]

426. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Science if he will report on the
status of a school building project (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [25349/08]

428. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Science if he will report on the
status of a school building project (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [25351/08]

430. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Science if he will report on the
status of a school building project (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [25353/08]

431. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Science if he will report on the
status of a school building project (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [25354/08]
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436. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Science if he will report on the
status of a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25359/08]

437. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Science if he will report on the
status of a school building project (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [25360/08]

438. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Science if he will report on the
status of a school building project (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [25361/08]

440. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Science if he will report on the
status of a school building project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25363/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): I propose to take Questions
Nos. 424 to 426, inclusive, 428, 430, 431, 436 to 438, inclusive, and 440 together.

The schools to which the Deputy refers have applied to my Department for large scale capital
funding for the provision of ancillary accommodation. This type of project attracts a Band 3
Rating under the published prioritisation criteria for large scale building works. The next step
for these projects is the appointment of a Design Team.

The progression of all large scale building projects from the initial design stage through to
the construction phase will be considered on an on-going basis in the context of my Depart-
ment’s multi-annual School Building and Modernisation Programme. However, in light of cur-
rent competing demands on the Department’s capital budget, it is not possible to give an
indicative timeframe for the progression of these projects at this time.

427. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Science if he will report on the
status of a school building project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25350/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): The school to which the Deputy
refers originally applied to my Department for large scale capital funding for the provision of
ancillary accommodation. It subsequently received \240,000 for the provision of two main-
stream classrooms.

My Department is in the process of assessing the long term needs of the school. This involves,
among other things, an examination of the demographics of the area together with any pro-
posed housing developments. When a decision is taken in this matter, it will be communicated
directly to the Board of Management. Any resulting building project will be considered for
advancement in the context of the multi-annual school building and modernisation programme,
the resources available and the priority attaching to the project under the published prioritis-
ation criteria for large scale building projects.

Question No. 428 answered with Question No. 424.

429. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Science if he will report on the
status of a school building project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25352/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): The school to which the Deputy
refers applied to my Department for large scale capital funding for an extension project. The
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project had progressed to the advanced stages of architectural planning. However, due to a
significant decline in enrolments, the accommodation brief had to be re-visited and revised. A
Band 3 rating attaches to the proposed project under the published prioritisation criteria for
large scale building projects.

The progression of all large scale building projects, including this project, from initial design
stage through to construction phase will be considered on an on-going basis in the context of
my Department’s multi-annual School Building and Modernisation Programme. However, in
light of current competing demands on the Department’s capital budget from higher Band
rated projects, it is not possible to give an indicative timeframe for the progression of the
project at this time

Question Nos. 430 and 431 answered with Question No. 424.

432. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Science further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 442 of 8 May 2008, the status of a school building project (details supplied)
in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25355/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): As previously outlined to the
Deputy in response Parliamentary Question No. 442 of 8 May 2008, the project to which he
refers is currently at an advanced stage of architectural planning.

The progression of all large scale building projects, including this project, from initial design
stage through to construction phase will be considered on an on-going basis in the context of
my Department’s multi-annual School Building and Modernisation Programme. However, in
light of current competing demands on the capital budget of the Department, it is not possible
to give an indicative timeframe for the further progression of the project at this time.

433. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Science further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 324 of 8 April 2008 the status of a school building project (details supplied)
in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25356/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): I can confirm to the Deputy that
an application has been received for funding for the provision of additional accommodation at
the school in question. The application was originally for ancillary accommodation. A more
recent application includes a request for funding to provide both classroom and ancillary
accommodation. The progression of all large scale building projects from initial design stage
through to tender and construction, including this project, will be considered on an on-going
basis in the context of my Department’s Multi-Annual School Building and Modernisation
Programme. However, in light of current competing demands on the capital budget of the
Department, it is not possible to give an indicative timeframe for the progression of the project
at this time.

Schools Building Projects.

434. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Science if he will report on the
status of a school building project (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [25357/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): The school to which the Deputy
refers has applied to my Department for large scale capital funding for an extension project.
The application is currently being assessed. The progression of all large scale building projects,
including this project, from initial design stage through to construction phase will be considered
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[Deputy Batt O’Keeffe.]

on an on-going basis in the context of my Department’s multi-annual School Building and
Modernisation Programme. However, in light of current competing demands on the capital
budget of the Department, it is not possible to give an indicative timeframe for the progression
of the project at this time.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that, in the meantime, my Department has sanctioned a
grant of up to \120,000 to provide the school with temporary accommodation for September
2008.

435. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Science if he will report on the
status of a school building project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25358/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): The school to which the Deputy
refers recently submitted a revised application for large scale capital funding to my Department.
This application is currently being assessed.

The progression of all large scale building projects, including this project, from initial assess-
ment and design stage through to construction phase will be considered on an on-going basis in
the context of my Department’s multi-annual School Building and Modernisation Programme.
However, in light of current competing demands on the capital budget of the Department, it
is not possible to give an indicative timeframe for the progression of the project at this time.

Questions Nos. 436 to 438, inclusive, answered with Question No. 424.

Schools Amalgamation.

439. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Science if he will report on the
status of a school building project (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [25362/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): It is proposed to amalgamate
the school to which the Deputy refers with another primary school in the area.

A technical assessment of both buildings is required to determine which, if either, would be
suitable to act as a host for the new school, which would emerge post the amalgamation.

This assessment will be arranged as soon as resources permit in the context of higher compet-
ing priorities on the current School Building Programme.

Question No. 440 answered with Question No. 424.

Adult Education.

441. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Science the status
of Integrate Ireland Language and Training services at a school (details supplied) in Dublin 5;
if IILT is to move to the school; if so, when; the functions and services it will provide at the
school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25379/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Science (Deputy Conor Lenihan):
Integrate Ireland Language and Training Ltd. (IILT) approached my Department earlier this
year with a proposal to withdraw from direct tuition for adult refugees and with a request that
this tuition be mainstreamed. IILT envisaged continuing direct tuition for a group of up to 200
programme refugees. My Department accepted that mainstreaming of service provision was
appropriate as it accords with the overall approach to provision of services to migrants as set
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out in “Migration Nation” — a statement on integration strategy and diversity management
which I recently launched. In doing so the Department decided that all provision should be
mainstreamed and provided by VECs as it would make no sense to seek to continue with a
small element of provision by IILT.

As IILT will cease providing direct tuition there is no longer a need for the company to
transfer to Greendale. In July 2007, it was announced that the vacant premises of Greendale
Community School would continue to be used for educational purposes. St. Michael’s House
Special School, Colaiste Dhulaigh and Integrate Ireland Language and Training Ltd (IILT)
were announced as the three educational institutions which would transfer to Greendale. St.
Michael’s House and Colaiste Dhulaigh will continue to avail of the accommodation at Green-
dale and this will ensure that the premises will continue to be used for educational purposes.

Special Educational Needs.

442. Deputy John Cregan asked the Minister for Education and Science when a school
(details supplied) in County Limerick will be enrolling children; the criteria for assessment;
when assessments will take place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25390/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): As part of the continuing expan-
sion of autism services nationwide my predecessor gave recognition to the Rehab Group to
become the patron of a new special school for children with autism in Limerick. The new
school is scheduled to open in September 2008.

As the Deputy will be aware, the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is respon-
sible, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), for pro-
cessing applications from primary, special and post primary schools for special needs supports
on the basis of applications in respect of individual pupils. The SENOs operate within the
policy outlined in my Department’s circulars for allocating such support.

Each SENO works in an assigned local area with parents, schools, teachers, psychologists,
health professionals and other staff who are involved in the provision of services in that area for
children with special educational needs. All schools have contact details of their local SENO. It
is also open to parents to contact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special
educational needs, alternatively parents can make contact with the school authorities directly
at the Rehab complex in Patrickswell, Limerick to discuss enrolment.

Assessment services in relation to health services are available through local Health Service
Executive office.

Languages Programme.

443. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Science the cost of
English language teaching for migrant children in the 2007-08 school year; the breakdown
between primary and post primary and the corresponding number of pupils accommodated;
the number of pupils who entered the system at both levels for the first time prior to the
commencement of the school year and those who entered during the school year; the overall
number at each level that required assistance beyond the two year period; his plans to review
the system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25392/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Science (Deputy Conor Lenihan): The
total cost of providing English language support to children in our primary and post primary
schools is estimated to be over \120 million in the 2007/2008 school year. An estimated \30
million of this cost is in relation to post primary education.
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It is estimated that in the region of 28,000 children in first and second level schools benefited
from English language support in the 2007/2008 school year because English or Irish was not
their first language. The corresponding figure for the previous school year is 23,500.

The substantial increase in the number of language support teachers underlines the important
improvements made in this area in recent years. The previous limit of two teachers per primary
school and the limit of two years’ support to an individual pupil was changed. The total number
of children who received more than 2 years English language support is not readily available.

In order to ensure that schools can accurately and objectively assess the language require-
ment of children, my Department has recently sent assessment materials to all schools. The
assessment materials will enable schools to ensure that the specific language requirements of
children needing support are met in a targeted way.

A number of research projects are also underway. The Inspectorate is conducting an eval-
uation of the provision of English as an Additional Language (EAL) in a number of primary
and post-primary schools in 2008 and 2009. A report will be prepared for mid 2009. The Econ-
omic and Social Research Institute (ESRI) is undertaking a large-scale study into how an
increasing diversity of students impacts upon resource requirements and day to day teaching
and learning in primary and post-primary schools. It is expected that this review will be com-
pleted in autumn 2008.

The Department of Education and Science has agreed to become involved in the OECD
thematic review of migrant education policy and practice at preschool, primary and post-
primary, which will be carried out by a team of OECD experts. It is expected that the OECD
report will be completed by autumn 2009.

The findings of this research work will evaluate current provision and will inform me on
ways, where such are indicated, to improve the standard of English language education for
migrant pupils in primary and post- primary schools.

Schools Building Projects.

444. Deputy Joe Costello asked the Minister for Education and Science if he will respond
to correspondence from a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25409/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): It is the intention of my Depart-
ment to provide a new building for the school to which the Deputy refers. This is being co-
funded by another agency.

The project is in the early stages of architectural planning. In this regard, a Stage 1 submission
has been submitted by the school authority. This is being assessed by the Department’s Techni-
cal and Professional staff. When this assessment has been completed, the Department will be
in direct contact with the Board of Management to outline its findings and by way of response
to correspondence recently received.

Higher Education Grants.

445. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Education and Science the progress to
date on the administration of the higher education grants scheme by the vocational education
committees; and if additional funding will be made available to them to employ additional staff
to deal with the extra work. [25419/08]
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Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): As the Deputy will be aware,
following the announcement of the decision to consolidate the administration of student grants
in the VEC sector, the Government gave approval for the drafting of a new Student Support
Bill, which was published in early 2008.

The Bill is part of an overall programme of legislative and administrative reform of student
grants and provides for the designation of grant awarding authorities and for the general basis
on which grants will be awarded to eligible students. The passage of the Bill will facilitate
progress on the two other significant pillars of this project, the development of a single unified
grant scheme and consolidation of the administration of student grants within the VEC sector.

The Department is working closely with the IVEA to develop the new administrative struc-
tures required to support more efficient and effective delivery of the new unified grants scheme
and to identify any additional resources necessary, which will fall to be considered in the
context of available resources.

Schools Building Projects.

446. Deputy Paul Connaughton asked the Minister for Education and Science the position
regarding an application by a school (details supplied) in County Galway for funding for com-
pletion of a school extension; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25420/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): As part of the expansion of the
Small Schools Scheme 2007, a grant of \275,000 was sanctioned for the school in question to
enable the Board of Management to extend and refurbish their school.

The scheme is not intended to leave schools with significant fund-raising needs. Rather the
terms of the Scheme require the schools to tailor the scope of capital works commissioned to
the available funding. The decision on whether to continue participating in the scheme or to
drop out, if the scope of build is more than the funding envelope permits, is a matter for each
school authority. A central tenet of the devolved scheme is that the school, granted discretion
and funding, must equally accept responsibility for prioritisation, adherence to statutory regu-
lations, as well as control of costs and ensuring value for money.

The school authorities submitted an appeal for significant additional funding which was con-
sidered in my Department. However, in line with the original intention of the Small Schools
Scheme, it was considered that the school should be encouraged to complete the project within
the funding envelope provided and, accordingly, the application for additional grant aid was
not approved.

In the current economic climate and with considerable demands on the capital budget of my
Department, it is not possible to approve such significant increases in the amounts grant aided
to schools. It is the responsibility of the school authorities to manage the resources allocated
to them to ensure maximum value for money and to control costs.

447. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Education and Science the status of an appli-
cation by a school (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25441/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): The school to which the Deputy
refers has applied to my Department for large scale capital funding for an extension project.

The progression of all large scale building projects, including this project, from initial design
stage through to construction phase will be considered on an on-going basis in the context of
my Department’s multi-annual School Building and Modernisation Programme. However, in
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light of current competing demands on the capital budget of the Department, it is not possible
to give an indicative timeframe for the further progression of the project at this time.

Special Educational Needs.

448. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Education and Science if he will ensure that
resource time applied for will be granted to a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [25456/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): As the Deputy is aware, the
National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its network of local
Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), for allocating resource teachers and special
needs assistants to schools to support children with special educational needs. The NCSE
operates within my Department’s criteria in allocating such support. All schools have the names
and contact details of their local SENO. Parents may also contact their local SENO directly to
discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the contact details available on
www.ncse.ie.

I understand that the school in question submitted an application for resource teaching hours
to the SENO on 16th June last. The NCSE has advised that the SENO will be in direct contact
with the school authorities in the coming weeks once a decision has been made on the
application.

Schools Building Projects.

449. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Education and Science if he will approve the
additional sum of \150,000 for a school (details supplied) in County Clare in order for the
school’s development of an extension consisting of two classrooms to proceed in accordance
with obligations placed by the local authority, namely Clare County Council, for the relocation
of the original waste water treatment plant and extra car parking spaces as both elements
were not included in the school’s original application; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25485/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): As part of the expansion of the
Small Schools Scheme 2007, a grant of \380,000 was sanctioned for the school in question to
enable the Board of Management to extend and refurbish their school.

The scheme is not intended to leave schools with significant fund-raising needs. Rather the
terms of the Scheme require the schools to tailor the scope of capital works commissioned to
the available funding. The decision on whether to continue participating in the scheme or to
drop out, if the scope of build is more than the funding envelope permits, is a matter for each
school authority. A central tenet of the devolved scheme is that the school, granted discretion
and funding, must equally accept responsibility for prioritisation, adherence to statutory regu-
lations, as well as control of costs and ensuring value for money.

A request for significant additional funding has been received in my Department and is
under consideration. A decision will be conveyed to the school authorities as soon as possible.

Consultancy Contracts.

450. Deputy Brian Hayes asked the Minister for Education and Science the cost for consult-
ants and so on employed by his Department or elsewhere in respect of the 26 schools that
have passed the tendering stage but are awaiting approval from his Department to proceed to
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construction stage; the cost involved since the original application was received from the school
concerned; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25490/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): The information sought by the
Deputy is not readily available. However, I have arranged for the details to be collated and I
will write to the Deputy in the matter as soon as possible.

Schools Building Projects.

451. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Science if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the proposed solution to the crisis in a school (details supplied) in
County Limerick and the proposal of the Kilfinane community to meet all the construction
costs involved in 2008 through the provision of a \1,050,000 site with full planning permission
in return for his approval that construction can be begin by 10 November 2008; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [25493/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): I can confirm that the school
to which the Deputy refers recently submitted a proposal to my Department in relation to
how its project, for a new greenfield site school, might proceed this year without incurring
Departmental expenditure.

This proposal will be examined by the School Planning and Building Unit in my Department
and a response will issue directly to the school authority. The examination will be strictly
governed by the capital allocation available in 2009 and the priority attaching to the project
under the published prioritisation criteria for large scale building projects, because, what is
being proposed, will create a liability on the 2009 capital budget. Any other approach could
potentially displace higher priority projects which would be unfair to schools that cannot
provide start up funding for their projects.

Having said that, I want to assure the Deputy that the new building for the school in question
will be delivered when the requisite funding is available and on a timeline consistent with
the priority attaching to the project under the published prioritisation criteria for large scale
building projects.

Stay Safe Programme.

452. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Education and Science the position regard-
ing the Stay Safe programme; if there are primary schools not providing this programme; the
number of schools providing the programme and the number that are not; the steps he is taking
to ensure this programme is delivered in all primary schools; and if research has been carried
out by his Department into the way the programme is operating. [25496/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): Results of a survey on the
uptake of Stay Safe carried out by the Child Abuse Prevention Programme (CAPP) and my
Department in 2006 showed that at that time:

• 2,514 schools (84.19%) were providing the programme

• 472 (15.81%) were not providing the programme, and

• 263 schools (8.8%) of respondents) were not teaching the sections on inappropriate sex-
ual contact and secrecy.

Of the 472 schools that were not teaching the Stay Safe programme, 240 (8.0% of respondents)
reported that child abuse prevention was covered as part of the curriculum.

281



Questions— 1 July 2008. Written Answers

[Deputy Batt O’Keeffe.]

Research has not been carried out by my Department into the way the programme is
operating since this survey was completed. However, following the survey my Department has
been taking a targeted approach to the provision of training. Two additional primary school
teachers were seconded to CAPP in September 2007 to assist with this training, which is being
directed at those schools that had indicated they are not implementing the programme.

In the 2007/2008 school year CAPP has provided training to approximately 615 schools, over
5,000 teachers and 1,100 special needs assistants.

In addition to this targeted training, CAPP continues to provide in-service training and sup-
port to all primary schools on request.

It should also be noted that in 2006 my Department sent a Circular on Child Protection and
Procedures for Primary Schools (Primary 0061/2006) to the Chairpersons and Principals of all
primary schools. This draws attention to the crucial importance of schools following closely the
Child Protection Guidelines and Procedures which are based on the Children First national
guidelines issued by the Department of Health and Children and specifically adapted to cater
for primary school settings.

Higher Education Grants.

453. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Science if a person
(details supplied) in County Kildare qualifies for a higher education grant; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [25517/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): The decision on eligibility for
student grants is a matter for the relevant assessing authority — i.e. the local authority or VEC.
These bodies do not refer individual applications to my Department except, in exceptional
cases, where, for example, advice or instruction regarding a particular clause in the relevant
scheme is required.

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a maintenance
grant, or that the rate of grant awarded is not the correct one, she/he may appeal, in the first
instance, to the relevant local authority or VEC.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down, in writing, by the assessing
authority, and remains of the view that the body has not interpreted the schemes correctly
in his/her case, an appeal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to
my Department.

Special Educational Needs.

454. Deputy Ruairı́ Quinn asked the Minister for Education and Science the annual funding
paid to the National Braille Production Centre in 2007 and 2008; his views on whether it is
good practice that the final pages of a maths book were issued to a student (details supplied)
in Dublin 22 eleven months after being ordered and a few weeks off the person’s completion
of fourth class, and that these pages covered weeks one to four, which had been covered by
their class in September 2007; the action that will be taken to ensure that books in Braille are
available to students at the beginning of the school year; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [25525/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): In 2007, my Department pro-
vided the National Braille Production Centre (NBPC) with funding of \867,000 and additional
funding has been made available in 2008 to enable the NBPC meet demand.
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The NBPC provides an essential service to children who are blind or visually impaired. My
Department’s visiting teacher service for the visually impaired works closely with the NBPC as
it is often the visiting teachers that will order books or materials on behalf of a particular child.
In 2006, the NBPC agreed a protocol with the visiting teacher service in order to further
improve communication between all parties involved. So far the feedback on the protocol and
the related book delivery guarantees has been very positive. The protocol is due for review
shortly.

I understand from the NBPC that the book referred to by the Deputy was ordered outside
the agreed time lines. However, the NBPC afforded urgent priority treatment to providing the
book and the timetable was designed and delivered to follow the student’s progress through
the school year. The NPBC has advised my Department that all Braille books ordered within
the agreed timeframe are guaranteed to be delivered in the specified number of volumes for
September 2008. Follow on volumes will be delivered in a timely and well-scheduled manner
until the full book is delivered in line with each individual client’s requirements.

Site Acquisition.

455. Deputy Brian Hayes asked the Minister for Education and Science, further to
Parliamentary Question No. 745 of 17 June 2008, if he will confirm that his Department has
received an offer from County Dublin Vocational Educational Committee for the disposal of
a site to provide permanent accommodation for a school (details supplied) in County Dublin;
his views on this offer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25532/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): I can confirm to the Deputy
that the Department has received an offer from the VEC regarding the matter.

The acquisition of the site for the school in question will be considered in the context of the
capital budget available to my Department for school buildings generally. I am not in a position
to say at this stage when the acquisition will be concluded.

Teaching Qualifications.

456. Deputy Brian Hayes asked the Minister for Education and Science the number of
teachers with restricted recognition currently working in his Department; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [25533/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): The number of teachers with
restricted recognition who are employed in primary schools is not readily available. An officer
of my Department will contact the Deputy as soon as this data becomes available.

Restricted recognition is granted to teachers who trained outside the State and who hold a
recognised primary teacher qualification, and to teachers with certain approved Montessori
qualifications. Such teachers are eligible for appointment to posts in certain categories of special
schools, to posts in categories of special classes in mainstream schools where Irish is not a
curricular requirement and to posts as full-time resource teachers for children with special
educational needs (low incidence disabilities only) in mainstream schools. They may also take
up positions in children detention schools, youth encounter projects and special education
projects. In addition, they may also take up positions as substitute teachers.

Teachers with recognised post-primary qualifications may be granted restricted recognition
to enable them to teach in a special school where a proportion of pupils attending the special
school are of post-primary age and where second level programmes are being provided by
the school.
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The position in relation to posts which may be held by teachers with restricted recognition
is set out in Circulars 25/00, 0036/2006 and 0140/2006 which were issued to all primary schools.

School Staffing.

457. Deputy Brian Hayes asked the Minister for Education and Science the number of pro-
bated teachers in a resource post in primary schools or in special education schools; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [25534/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): The number of probated
teachers in resource posts in primary schools or in special education schools is not readily
available.

Teachers who are granted restricted recognition to teach in primary schools in a resource
post or in special educational schools must undergo a one-year probationary period in this
State regardless of experience abroad. The probationary process will involve incidental visits
from a Department Inspector and two reports on the suitability of the teacher to teach in the
special school or special class setting.

The position in relation to resource posts which may be held by probated teachers is set out
in Circulars 02/05, 0036/2006 and 0140/2006 which my Department issued to all primary schools.
These circulars are available on my Department’s website at www.education.ie.

School Heating System.

458. Deputy Ruairı́ Quinn asked the Minister for Education and Science the heating system
that has been chosen for installation in the fast-track schools currently under construction; the
cost per school of installing the selected heating system; the projected cost of heating these
schools using the selected form of heating; the estimated carbon emissions associated with the
selected form of heating; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25541/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): For the past nine years the
Planning and Building Unit within my Department have been using a process called the DART
approach to develop sustainability and energy efficiency in educational buildings. This acronym
focuses on four key areas, namely; Design, Awareness, Research, and Technology. The policy is
informed by the Building Unit Professional and Technical staff, driven by its technical guidance
documents and updated by continued energy research and development.

Rather than develop a unique focus on energy design the Planning & Building Unit has
taken a more holistic approach and has developed technical guidance on energy efficiency in
school designs as an integral part of a suite of technical guidance documents, likewise the costs
of all elements are included in the basic building costs for each project. These technical guid-
ance documents are available on www.education.ie.

The output specification for the heating system in the above schools is the same as the
specification used in all new school design.

It has been demonstrated that all Primary Schools designed and built in line with the above
policy and the technical guidance documents can have an energy performance that is up to 2.3
times more efficient than International Best Practice with an associated reduction of 29,744.94
kg CO2 over the best practice figures for a typical 16 classroom school. This excellent energy
efficiency will in turn reduce energy consumption by over 50% with energy costs reduced
likewise.
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The main heat source for the schools, where natural gas is available, is fully condensing, fully
modulating boilers. These boilers are provided with direct boiler temperature modulation in
order to maximise the boilers’ efficiency. By providing direct boiler weather compensation, the
water temperature within the boilers can be held within the boiler’s condensing range for most
of the heating season, without the need to oversize radiators. The use of direct boiler modu-
lation also allows the removal of mixing valves from secondary circuits and generates a net
cost saving. Where natural gas is not available oil fired boilers will be utilised.

In keeping with the low energy philosophy all heating pumps operate through electronic
speed controllers.

Each teaching space and staff areas are controlled via two port motorised valves with digital
thermostats with a range of 21 degrees Celsius +/- 3 degrees. These allow teachers to trim local
temperature control within a temperature band.

Schools Recognition.

459. Deputy Róisı́n Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Science the reason a
school (details supplied) in Dublin 11 has not been granted permanent recognition; and if in
view of the fact that this school has satisfied the criteria, he will expedite this matter. [25560/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): The school in question com-
menced operations with provisional recognition in September 2005.

Newly established schools are generally required to undergo a period of provisional recognit-
ion, during which the operation of the school and the growth of pupil numbers are monitored.
Among the factors to be considered in order to grant permanent recognition is the long-term
viability of the school, current and projected enrolments, suitability of accommodation and that
the school is operating in accordance with the Rules for National Schools.

The question of permanent recognition is currently being examined in my Department. On
completion of this examination the school authorities will be advised of the outcome without
delay.

Schools Building Projects.

460. Deputy Róisı́n Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Science when approval
will be given to a school (details supplied) to proceed with their new school project; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [25561/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): An application for a new school
building has been received from the school referred to by the Deputy and an assessment of
the long term needs of the school has been concluded.

The commencement and progression of all large scale building projects from initial design
stage through to construction phase, including this project, will be considered on an ongoing
basis in the context of my Department’s Multi-Annual School Building and Modernisation
Programme. However, in light of current competing demands on the capital budget of the
Department, it is not possible to give an indicative timeframe for the progression of the project
at this time.

Special Educational Needs.

461. Deputy Ruairı́ Quinn asked the Minister for Education and Science if his attention has
been drawn to the fact that a school (details supplied) in County Donegal, which has 690 pupils
with a staff of 43 teachers, 32 special needs assistants, a music therapist and a librarian, is
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struggling to continue to provide unique and much valued teaching and related services, includ-
ing the provision of four classes for pupils with autism, two classes for pupils with moderate
general disability, one class for pupils with severe and profound and learning disability and one
class for pupils with specific learning disability/dyslexia; if, in the context of this range of much
needed services, he will acknowledge the necessity to maintain the music therapy component
of the integrated educational services which this school is providing; the extra resources he
proposes to make available for the academic year 2008/2009; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [25565/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): My Department provides for
the education of children with special educational needs through the allocation of teachers and
special care assistants; enhanced levels of funding for special schools and schools with special
classes; the provision of assistive technology and/or specialist equipment, where needed; and
the provision of special school transport arrangements.

There are now over 19,000 staff in schools working solely with children with special needs.
This includes over 10,000 Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) compared with just 300 in 1997.
There are also over 7,800 resource and learning support teachers — compared with about 2,000
in 1998. More than 1,100 other teachers support children in our special schools, while hundreds
more work in special classes.

The Department’s Teacher Education Section has developed a strategy designed to meet the
continuing professional development needs of personnel working with children with special
educational needs. This involves a major expansion of the range of postgraduate professional
training programmes available to teachers in the special needs area and the ongoing develop-
ment of the Special Education Support Service to support schools staff locally. As an indicator
of the level of training available past three years, the Department of Education and Science
has provided the following number of training places via the Special Education Support Service:

• 2008: 22,000

• 2007: 17,000

• 2006: 15,000

I have no plans to extend these supports to include a music therapy service.

Schools Recognition.

462. Deputy Róisı́n Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Science the progress of
negotiations between him and the authorities of a school (details supplied) in Dublin 11; and
if, in view of the fact that another school does not have space to cater for its intake in
September 2008, he will take steps to expedite this matter and make this premises available
for the Gaelscoil. [25567/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): The Department has concluded
negotiations with the owners of the building to which the Deputy refers and, unfortunately,
due to competing demands on its capital budget, it is not in a position to purchase the premises
at this time.

The school to which the Deputy refers has applied to my Department for permanent recog-
nition and this matter is being considered. A decision will issue as soon as possible.
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Under the terms of school recognition, accommodation remains the Patron’s responsibility
until the Department is in a position to provide it with permanent accommodation, assuming
the school achieves permanent recognition.

Special Educational Needs.

463. Deputy Seán Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Science the status of the
scheme for the award of incremental credit to special needs assistants in respect of a person
(details supplied) in County Cork who was employed as a house parent at a residential centre;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25574/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): An application for incremental
credit was received from the person referred to by the Deputy on 3rd May 2007 and a decision
in the case was issued on the 15th August 2007. Some further queries that have arisen in
relation to this application have been forwarded to the applicant and the application will be
reviewed following receipt of the required information.

Information and Communications Technology.

464. Deputy Ruairı́ Quinn asked the Minister for Education and Science the reason 18 infor-
mation and communication technology advisors — registered and experienced teachers, 15 of
whom are on secondment — who provide information technology and e-learning strategy to
primary and secondary schools will be removed on 31 August 2008; the further reason notice
of this decision was not given by 1 May 2008 in order that the 15 teachers who are on
secondment could make arrangements to return to their teaching posts; the number of people
who will become unemployed; the savings that will arise; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [25688/08]

466. Deputy Charlie O’Connor asked the Minister for Education and Science if his attention
has been drawn to the concerns being expressed in respect of future funding for the information
and communication technology advisory service; his plans to deal with those concerns; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [25704/08]

502. Deputy Mary Upton asked the Minister for Education and Science if he will review the
decision to remove information and communication technology advisors from schools; if he
will specifically address the needs of a school (details supplied) in Dublin 10; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [25913/08]

507. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Science the reason, in view
of the Government’s supposed commitment to expand \252 million in supporting information
and communications technology in schools over the period 2007 to 2013, his Department has
cut funding for IT support services to schools, which has led to 21 ICT adviser posts not being
filled in September 2008 as a result of the withdrawal of funding; if his attention has been
drawn to the fact that the directors of education centres were informed by e-mail at 5.15 p.m.
on 20 June 2008 that the ICT advisory service would no longer be available; the reason this
occurred in view of the recent reports that the decision to withdraw funding was made in
March 2008 but not communicated to the personnel involved, which causes all such personnel
inconvenience; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25944/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): I propose to take Questions
Nos. 464, 466, 502 and 507 together.
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ICT Advisor posts were provided as part of the ICT Advisory Service operated by the 21
full-time Education Centres around the country, to provide pedagogical advice and support
and advice on ICT-related issues to schools and Education Centres. While employed by the
individual Education Centres, my Department funded the posts via the National Centre for
Technology in Education (NCTE), which in consultation with the Education Centres, directed
the work of the ICT advisors in supporting the local implementation of the ICT in Schools
Programme. There are 3 vacancies among the 21 posts, with a further post due to be vacated
in September following the ICT advisor’s retirement. Of the remaining 17 posts, 14 are filled
by teachers on secondment from their teaching duties and 3 are filled on a non-secondment
contract basis.

A Value for Money Review of the ICT Support Service, which addressed the work of the
NCTE, the ICT Advisory Service and specific posts assigned to the National Council for Cur-
riculum and Assessment, was undertaken by my Department. While concluding that the Service
is generally effective and efficient, the Report recognises that each school must plan and
execute its own policy for ICT integration across the curriculum. It concludes that now, ten
years on, the resources currently utilised by the ICT Advisory Service operating from the
regional Education Centres would be better employed focusing supports for ICT leadership
and change within each school.

The Education Centres have been advised that the Department is not prepared to renew
secondment arrangements for the 14 teachers seconded as ICT Advisors. The implementation
of these arrangements has been discussed with the Education Centres and schools concerned.
My Department will ensure that any difficulties arising in specific schools by the return of the
teachers concerned will be addressed. My Department is considering the position of the three
non-seconded ICT advisors.

The role of the school’s ICT coordinating teacher will be prioritised as central in the pro-
vision of ongoing ICT support and advice to teachers. Local school-based and peer to peer
support has been identified internationally as the most effective way to further ICT integration
in schools. Furthermore, there is a need to ensure that the integration of ICT is specifically
incorporated into all the support service activities funded by my Department and that it is
recognised as an integral part of all curriculum development, support and training rather than
an optional add-on.

The annual cost of the 14 seconded teachers is some \1.3m. It is intended that any consequen-
tial savings will be directed to support ICT in schools. As the Deputies will be aware, I intend
to publish the report of the Strategy Group appointed to advise on priorities for investment in
ICT in Schools.

Planning Issues.

465. Deputy Ruairı́ Quinn asked the Minister for Education and Science if he will instruct
local planning authorities not to charge primary schools planning and development levies for
the erection of prefabs or extensions to existing school buildings as in the case of schools
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25689/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): As the Deputy will be aware,
the matter of local authority development charges is embodied in planning legislation, which
comes under the remit of my colleague, the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government. In the circumstances, I have no power to instruct the Local Authorities in relation
to this matter.
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Question No. 466 answered with Question No. 464.

Ethics in Public Office Act.

467. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Education and Science if, during or follow-
ing his meeting on 19 January 2005 with Mr. Zhou Ji of China, he received gifts; if so, the gifts
he received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25743/08]

468. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Education and Science if, during and
following his meeting on 13 April 2005 with the Minister for Education of Namibia, Hon.
Nangolo Mbumba, he received gifts; if so, the gifts he received; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [25744/08]

469. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Education and Science if, during or follow-
ing his meetings on 4 July 2005 and 27 October 2005 with the Chinese Ambassador to Ireland,
Sha Hailin, he received gifts; if so, the gifts he received; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25745/08]

470. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Education and Science if, during or follow-
ing his meeting on 11 October 2005 with the Egyptian Minister for Education, Yousri El-
Gamal, he received gifts; if so, the gifts he received; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25746/08]

471. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Education and Science if, during or follow-
ing his meeting on 22 and 23 February 2006 with Vice Minister Zhang Zhijun and Minister for
Education Mr. Zhou Ji of China, he received gifts; if so, the gifts he received; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [25747/08]

472. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Education and Science if, during or follow-
ing his meeting on 28 February 2006 with Ambassador Manette Ramaili of the Kingdom of
Lesotho, he received gifts; if so, the gifts he received; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25748/08]

473. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Education and Science if, during or follow-
ing his meeting on 6 February 2007 with the Minister for Education of Namibia, Geoffrey
Lungwangwa, he received gifts; if so, the gifts he received; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [25749/08]

474. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Education and Science if, during or follow-
ing his meeting on 19 June 2007 with Vice Minister Wu of China, he received gifts; if so, the
gifts he received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25750/08]

475. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Education and Science if, during or follow-
ing his meeting on 10 October 2007 with Chinese Ambassador Zhang Xinsen, he received gifts;
if so, the gifts he received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25751/08]

476. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Education and Science if, during or follow-
ing his meeting on 12 December 2007 with Ambassador Mohammed Bin Nawaf al Saud of
Saudi Arabia, he received gifts; if so, the gifts he received; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [25752/08]
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477. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Education and Science if, during or follow-
ing his meeting on 3 April 2008 with Egyptian Ambassador Amr Helmy, he received gifts; if
so, the gifts he received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25753/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): I propose to take Questions
Nos. 467 to 477, inclusive, together.

Gifts received by Ministers and Ministers of State from foreign dignitaries tend to be of a
minor or symbolic nature, and the Department of Education and Science does not keep a
record of such gifts, except where the gift exceeds a value of \650. Under the Ethics in Public
Office Act 1995, any gift with a value in excess of \650 must be surrendered to the State and
declared in the Minister’s statement of registerable interests submitted to the Standards in
Public Office Commission.

The Department’s records indicate that no gifts covered by the Act were received by the
Minister for Education and Science at the meetings referred to by the Deputy. The relevant
statements of registerable interests have been published by the Standards in Public Offices
Commission and can be viewed on the Oireachtas website.

School Accommodation.

478. Deputy Brian Hayes asked the Minister for Education and Science his Department’s
plans to provide a school (details supplied) in Dublin 7 with a permanent site; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [25772/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): The Deputy will be aware from
my reply to Parliamentary Question Number 748 on the 2nd of April 2008 that my Department
is exploring as an option the provision of a new building on the existing temporary school site.

The further progression of the acquisition of the site for the school in question will be
considered in the context of the capital budget available to my Department for school buildings
generally. I am not in a position to say at this stage when the acquisition will be concluded.

479. Deputy Brian Hayes asked the Minister for Education and Science the plans that exist
to provide alternative school premises for a school (details suppled) in Dublin 7 in view of
their pending eviction from their premises by the summer of 2008; if he will liaise with the
school to agree a plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25773/08]

489. Deputy Joe Costello asked the Minister for Education and Science his plans for the
construction of an Educate Together primary school in Grangegorman; if funding has been
allocated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25827/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): I propose to take Questions
Nos. 479 and 489 together.

Due to the renegotiation of the existing lease between the Catholic Institute for the Deaf
and the Department, the Department has confirmed to the school referred to by the Deputy,
that they will be remaining in their current location for the academic year beginning
September 2008.

The Department has also recently informed the school in writing that it is proposed to
relocate them on a temporary basis on the Grangegorman site from the academic year begin-
ning September 2009, pending their permanent relocation as part of the overall redevelopment
of the Grangegorman site. This proposal was recently agreed between my Department, the
Grangegorman Development Agency and the Health Service Executive.
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480. Deputy Ulick Burke asked the Minister for Education and Science the progress on the
provision of the new co-education second level school for a school (details supplied) in County
Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25793/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): The Commission on School
Accommodation conducted a survey of school accommodation in the area referred to by the
Deputy to determine the location of the proposed post primary school and to identify other
locations where additional school places may be required over the next five to ten years.

The Commission published its report in January 2008 which recommended that a co-edu-
cational post primary school for circa 800 students should be provided in the northern environs
of the area in question. When a new school has been approved a number of
procedures/processes must be undertaken and these can take some time to complete. The
main stages are the identification and acquisition of a suitable site, design of the building,
application/granting of planning permission, invitation to seek tenders and construction.

The Property Management Section of the Office of Public Works (OPW), which acts on
behalf of my Department in relation to site acquisitions generally, is being requested to source
a suitable site for the school in question. The further progression of the proposed project for
the school will be considered in the context of my Department’s multi-annual School Building
and Modernisation Programme. However, in light of current competing demands on the capital
budget of the Department, it is not possible to give an indicative timeframe for the progression
of the project at this time.

481. Deputy Ulick Burke asked the Minister for Education and Science the number of
primary schools in County Galway who have sought an extension, an upgrade of facilities,
prefab accommodation and assistance under each of the small works scheme and the summer
works scheme; his views on the re-introduction of these schemes to alleviate the difficulties
and hardship involved for these schools in view of the number involved and the urgency of the
works required. [25794/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): The information sought by the
Deputy is being collated and I will write to him in the matter as soon as possible.

School Curriculum.

482. Deputy Ulick Burke asked the Minister for Education and Science his views on whether
it is necessary to introduce bonus points for higher level leaving certificate maths to help
combat the shortage of skills in the technology area as recommended by Forfás in its recent
report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25798/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): The admission requirements
for entry into third level colleges and the delineation of points for particular subjects are
matters for decision by the colleges themselves. The Central Applications Office provides a
processing service on behalf of the colleges, based on the parameters stipulated by the colleges
for entry purposes.

My predecessor is on record as favouring the provision of bonus points for higher level
mathematics where students are entering third level programmes with a high mathematics
content, such as in science, engineering and technology. These views were publicised to stimu-
late debate on the issue and this is happening. For example, last month, the universities formally
communicated their collective view that the introduction of bonus points for Leaving Certificate
higher level maths is unlikely to achieve the national objective of greater participation in
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science, engineering and technology programmes or of dramatically increasing uptake of Leav-
ing Certificate higher level mathematics. Instead, they consider that a number of other, longer-
term solutions and potentially more effective responses are needed to increase the numbers
of students taking Junior Certificate and Leaving Certificate higher level mathematics and
participating in higher education science, engineering and technology programmes.

In relation to the reform of junior and senior cycle mathematics, my Department has initiated
very significant development work on foot of advice received from the National Council for
Curriculum and Assessment. The reforms are designed to provide for the phased implemen-
tation of syllabus change in mathematics by:

• Providing a bridging framework from the revised primary curriculum into second-level

• Promoting greater mathematics literacy across the school population

• Bringing changed emphasis in the mathematics learnt and, in particular, a strong focus on
context and applications and problem-solving in a general move towards a strengthened
emphasis on “real mathematics education” and a greater ICT dimension

• Encouraging greater take up at higher level (intended targets are 60% at Junior Certifi-
cate and 30% at Leaving Certificate)

• Providing a solid foundation which prepares students for careers in science, technology,
engineering, business or humanities options

• Providing for an innovative professional development model under which change would
be implemented in various areas of mathematics on a phased basis in a rolling programme
of reform.

For schools involved in the initial implementation from September 2008, students will experi-
ence mathematics in a new way. Teachers will be provided with classroom materials to enable
them to adopt the new approaches and will be supported professionally in embracing change.
These materials and supports will include lesson plans, with teacher guides and student work-
sheets, online exemplars and a range of assessment materials. Examination questions will also
be changed for these students, with some choice between science/engineering based appli-
cations and those emanating from the realm of business or the social sciences.

Implementation of the pilot phase of the reform of mathematics, known as Project Maths,
will commence on 1st September 2008 in 24 participating schools. The project will be main-
streamed in 2010.

As this major project rolls out in our schools, I encourage continued debate among the
education partners on bonus points for mathematics.

An Luath-Thumoideachas.

483. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Brian Hayes den Aire Oideachais agus Eolaı́ochta cén fáth go
bhfuil sé ag brú ar aghaidh le feachtas chun cosc dlı́thiúil a chur ar mhodh múinte an luath-
thumtha iomláin (LTI) i nGaelscoileanna na tı́re le hionstraim reachtúil in ainneoin go bhfuil
an Chomhairle Náisiúnta Curaclaim agus Measúnachta (CNCM), an INTO, agus na heagrais
Ghaeilge uile d’aon ghuth go bhfuil gá le taighde cuimsitheach dúchais maidir le LTI sula
ndéantar aon bheart dlı́thiúil ina thaobh agus go léirı́onn taighde ó Ollscoil na hÉireann, Gail-
limh, le Dónal Ó hAiniféin, M.A., go gcruthaı́onn daltaı́ a thagann trı́d an LTI i bhfad thar an
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meán i scrúduithe caighdeánaithe Béarla de chuid a Roinne féin; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas
ina thaobh. [25814/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): Táim feasach ar an dtaighde dá
dtagraı́onn an Teachta, taighde a thugann le fios go gcruthaı́onn daltaı́ i nGaelscoileanna thar
an meán i scrúduithe caighdeánaithe Béarla. Tugann staidéir náisiúnta sa réimse seo le fios
chomh maith go mbı́onn próifı́l socheacnamaı́och nı́os airde ag mic léinn dá leithéid, agus go
mbı́onn suim nı́os mó ag a dtuismitheoirı́ san oideachas ná mar a mbı́onn i scoileanna
prı́omhshrutha. I nGaelscoileanna, tharlódh go múinfı́ gach ábhar ach amháin an Béarla trı́
Ghaeilge, rud a fhágann go mbı́onn leibhéal tumtha de 88-90% ann.

Is é bunphrionsabal an pholasaı́ phoiblı́ sa chás seo ná seasamh le ceart gach uile pháiste
chun an curaclam iomlán a rochtain ag an gcéim is luaithe. Seoladh an curaclam athbhreithnithe
bunscoile i 1999 tar éis do chomhairle fhairsing a bheith glactha leis na comhpháirtithe oidea-
chais. Deireann leathanach 27 i Réamhrá an Churaclaim: “It is a particular feature of Irish
primary education that children, from the beginning of schooling, have experience of language
learning in two languages.” Leagann sé amach leis sin fráma ama ı́osta seachtainiúil don
teagasc. Forálann sé seo go mba cheart, áit a bhfuil céad teanga dá mhúineadh, go mbeadh
ceithre huaire teagaisc ann in aghaidh na seachtaine, agus trı́ huaire in aghaidh na seachtaine áit
a bhfuil lá nı́os giorra ann do ranganna na naı́onán. Áit a bhfuil an dara teanga dá mhúineadh is
é an fráma ama ı́osta a mholtar ná 3.5 uaire sa tseachtain, agus 2.5 uaire do ranganna naı́onán
a bhfuil la nı́os giorra acu.

Is gnó polasaı́ poiblı́ é go bhfanfadh an scéal, mar a leagtar amach sa churaclam é, agus insna
freagraı́ ar Cheisteanna Dála chun an Iar-Aire Oideachais agus Eolaı́ochta, gan athrú i.e. go
gcloı́fı́ leis an bhfráma ama ı́osta a mholtar sa churaclam don dara teanga. Dá réir sin, éilı́onn
Ciorclán 0044/2007 go soláthródh Gaelscoileanna, tráth nach déanaı́ ná tosach an dara téarma
sa Naı́onáin Sóisearacha, 3.5 den Bhéarla ar a laghad in aghaidh na seachtaine, nó 2.5 uaire in
aghaidh na seachtaine áit a bhfuil lá nı́os giorra ann do ranganna na naı́onán.

Machnaı́odh cinneadh maidir leis an gceist seo a chur siar go dtı́ go mbeadh tionscadal
taighde déanta chun a fháil amach cérbh é an tionchar a bhı́ ag cineálacha éagsúla tumoidea-
chais ar chruthúnas na mac léinn. Is dealraitheach go mbeadh taighde dá leithéid éiginntitheach
os rud é go bhfuil an oiread sin athróg i gceist anseo (stádas socheacnamaı́och, cleachtas na
scoile, éagsúlacht céad teanga ag na mic léinn sa mbaile).

Cúrsaı́ Oiliúna.

484. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Brian Hayes den Aire Oideachais agus Eolaı́ochta an aontaı́onn sé
gur chóir go gcuirfı́ oiliúint trı́ Ghaeilge ar gach ábhar oide i dtimpeallacht lán-Ghaeilge, ag
foghlaim trı́ mheán an tumoideachais agus i dtaobh an tumoideachais, ar feadh tréimhse bliana
acadúla iomláin ar a laghad le linn a gcúrsa oiliúna; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina
thaobh. [25815/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): Tá raon de mheicnı́ochtaı́ ann
ag leibhéal na réamhsheirbhı́se d’fhonn tacú le cumas na múinteoirı́ chun Gaeilge a mhúineadh
i mbunscoileanna. Tá Grád C ar a laghad ag Ardleibhéal sa Ghaeilge san Ardteistiméireacht
riachtanach chun dul isteach in oiliúint do bhunmhúinteoirı́ in Éirinn. Déanann iarrthóirı́ ar an
gCúrsa Dioplóma Iarchéime scrúdú béil mar chuid den phróiseas roghnúcháin d’iontráil sa
chúrsa; tá céim sa Ghaeilge ag an-chuid de na hiontrálaithe seo freisin.

Mar chuid éigeantach den chlár réamhsheirbhı́se, caithfidh gach múinteoir a chuirtear faoi
oiliúint in Éirinn cúrsaı́ staidéir a dhéanamh chun a gcumas féin sa Ghaeilge a fheabhsú agus
chun dul i dtaithı́ ar mhodhanna leis an nGaeilge a mhúineadh mar a léirı́tear i gcuraclam na
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bunscoile don Ghaeilge. Caithfidh na múinteoirı́ ar fad faoi oiliúint freastal ar chlár samhraidh
sa Ghaeltacht mar chuid den oiliúint. Chun aitheantas buan a bhaint amach, caithfidh múin-
teoirı́ a cuireadh faoi oiliúint i dtı́ortha eile agus atá ag teacht isteach i gcóras oideachais na
hÉireann ag leibhéal na bunscoile pas a fháil i Scrúdú Cáilı́ochta sa Ghaeilge laistigh de thré-
imhse cúig bliana ó thosú ag teagasc in Éirinn.

Le blianta beaga anuas, chuir na Coláistı́ Oideachais roinnt tionscnaimh ar bun maidir le
múinteoirı́ faoi oiliúint a ullmhú do theagasc trı́ Ghaeilge. Eagraı́onn cuid de na coláistı́ modúil
áirithe agus cúrsaı́ roghnacha ar theagasc trı́ Ghaeilge. Tá soláthar i gceann amháin de na
coláistı́ do theagasc trı́ Ghaeilge le linn ionchuir do mhic léinn ar mhodheolaı́ochtaı́ chun Mata-
maitic, Ceol, na hAmharcealaı́ona agus Corpoideachas a mhúineadh. Ina theannta sin, is féidir
le múinteoirı́ faoi oiliúint a gcuid cleachtas múinteoireachta a dhéanamh i scoileanna Gael-
tachta nó lán-Ghaelacha.

Nı́ shamhlaı́tear dom go bhfuil gá le bliain sa bhreis a chur leis an gclár réamhsheirbhı́se do
bhunmhúinteoirı́ chun ionchur ar thumoideachas a éascú. Tá dul chun cinn maith déanta ag na
Coláistı́ go dtı́ seo in ionchur a sholáthar dá mhic léinn maidir le hoideachas trı́ Ghaeilge agus
tá neart dı́obh ag leanúint ag cur leis an soláthar seo.

B’fhéidir go mbeidh a fhios ag an Teachta freisin go bhfuil tús curtha ag an gComhairle
Múinteoireachta ar Ráiteas Beartais maidir le Leanúntas Oideachas Múinteoirı́ agus ar an
mBeartas maidir le hAthbhreithniú ar Chláracha Oideachas Múinteoirı́. Faoi réir na
bhfeidhmeanna reachtúla, tabharfaidh an Chomhairle comhairle do mo Roinnse agus dom féin
ar na nithe seo in am trátha.

Coláistı́ Oiliúna.

485. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Brian Hayes den Aire Oideachais agus Eolaı́ochta an aontaı́onn sé
go bhfuil géarghá coláiste oiliúna lán-Ghaeilge a bhunú i bhfianaise alt Liam Uı́ Chuinneagáin,
cathaoirleach Údarás na Gaeltachta agus stiúrthóir Oideas Gael, san Irish Times an 11 Mei-
theamh 2008; an mbeadh sé sásta maoiniú agus acmhainnı́ tacaı́ochta a chur ar fáil chun a
leithéid a chur i gcrı́ch; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [25816/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): B’fhéidir go mbeidh a fhios ag
an Teachta go bhfuil ról reachtúil ag an gComhairle Múinteoireachta maidir le hathbhreithniú
ar chaighdeáin atá de dhı́th chun dul isteach i ngairm na múinteoireachta, lena n-áirı́tear caigh-
deáin an eolais, na scil agus an chumais atá de dhı́th do chleachtas na múinteoireachta. Tá tús
curtha ag an gComhairle lena cuid oibre ina leith seo agus cruthófar straitéis chun cláracha
oiliúna tosaigh do mhúinteoirı́ a athbhreithniú. Chuige seo, d’eagraigh an Chomhairle sraith
d’fhóraim comhairliúcháin do pháirtithe leasmhara san oideachas i mı́ Feabhra na bliana seo,
agus leanfaidh an Chomhairle den chomhairliúchán le páirtithe san oideachas, mo Roinne san
áireamh, le linn a gcuid oibre. Tuigim go mbeidh cumas sa Ghaeilge ina phrı́omhcheist don
Chomhairle agus an obair ar siúl.

Beidh a fhios ag an Teachta freisin gur léirigh an Rialtas seo tiomantas gan fasach d’oiliúint
mhúinteoirı́ inár dteanga náisiúnta trı́d an gcóras oideachais agus freisin trı́ bhearta atá dı́rithe
ar dhearcadh nı́os dearfaı́ a ghineadh i leith na Gaeilge go ginearálta.

Gné éigeantach den chúrsa céime trı́ bliana B.Ed., agus den chúrsa dioplóma iarchéime sa
bhunmhúinteoireacht 18 mı́, is ea freastal sásúil ar chúrsa sa Ghaeilge ar feadh trı́ sheachtain
sa Ghaeltacht. Cuid dı́lis den chúrsa oiliúna do bhunmhúinteoirı́ is ea na cúrsaı́.

Maidir le múinteoirı́ atá ag freastal, tá raon leathan de thionscnaimh i bhfeidhm ag mo
Roinnse, trı́d an Rannóg Oiliúna Múinteoirı́, chun cumas mhúinteoirı́ sa Ghaeilge a fheabhsú.
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Ag leibhéal na bunscoile, tionscnamh dı́rithe is ea an clár “Tús Maith” le tacú le teagasc na
Gaeilge, Faoi láthair tá trı́ocha a haon cuiditheoir ar an bhfoireann. Is iad aidhmeanna an chláir
ná teagasc na Gaeilge a fheabhsú chun cumas na múinteoirı́ agus muinı́n as an nGaeilge a
fheabhsú. Cuireann cuiditheoirı́ Tús Maith réimse de thacuithe ar fáil do mhúinteoirı́, lena n-
áirı́tear tacaı́ocht sa rang, tacaı́ocht scoile uile agus ceardlanna agus gnı́omhaı́ochtaı́ teanga-
bhunaithe iarscoile. Faoi láthair tá an fhoireann ag obair le 527 Spriocscoil, agus dian-tacaı́ocht
leanúnach á thabhairt, agus leibhéil ard de thorthaı́ dá bharr.

Ag leibhéal na hiarbhunscoile, bunaı́odh seirbhı́s atá sainiúil don ábhar don Ghaeilge sa
bhliain 2007. Tá an tseirbhı́s mar chuid den tSeirbhı́s Tacaı́ochta Dara Leibhéal (SLSS) a chui-
reann tacaı́ocht churaclaim atá sainiúil do chláir agus d’ábhair ar fáil, agus tacaı́ocht don teagasc
agus foghlaim go ginearálta i scoileanna dara leibhéal.

Dearadh an tseirbhı́s tacaı́ochta seo don Ghaeilge le tacaı́ocht forbartha gairmiúla a sholáthar
do mhúinteoirı́ Gaeilge sa dar leibhéal go ginearálta agus tacaı́ocht do theagasc agus foghlaim
ghnéithe uilig an churaclaim. Ceann do phrı́omhaidhmeanna na seirbhı́se is ea tacú leis an
nGaeilge mar theanga chumarsáideach i scoileanna agus seomraı́ ranga.

Dearadh an clár forbartha gairmiúla chun:

• tábhacht na scileanna labhartha a chur chun cinn mar chuid dı́lis de na siollabais don
Teastas Sóisearach agus don Ardteistiméireacht

• ceadú do mhúinteoirı́ raon straitéisı́ teagaisc agus foghlama a fhorbairt a chothóidh cumas
labhartha teanga, mar a mholadh in Imlitir 0042/2007

• tógáil ar láidreachtaı́ an Churaclaim Leasaithe do Bhunscoileanna.

Chomh maith leis na nithe thuasluaite ag leibhéal bunscoile agus iarbhunscoile araon tá socrui-
the ag gach ceann d’ár seirbhı́sı́ tacaı́ochta chun oiliúint a chur ar fáil as Gaeilge.

I bhfianaise thiomantas leanúnach an Rialtais chun soláthar a dhéanamh don Ghaeilge mar
atá léirithe thuas, nı́ mheasaim go bhfuil gá le coláiste oiliúna lán-Ghaelach a bhunú.

An Curaclam Scoile.

486. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Brian Hayes den Aire Oideachais agus Eolaı́ochta an aontaı́onn sé
gur fearr go múinfı́ ábhar amháin de bhreis ar an nGaeilge, trı́ Ghaeilge, do gach dalta bunsco-
ile, ar bhonn pı́olótach ar dtús, agus an mbeadh sé sásta na hacmhainnı́ tacaı́ochta agus an
oiliúint is gá a sholáthar chun é seo a chur i gcrı́ch; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina
thaobh. [25817/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): Tá an curaclam nua bunscoile
don Ghaeilge, atá curtha i bhfeidhm ag gach aon bhunscoil ó 2003 i leith, bunaithe ar chur
chuige cumarsáideach. Cuireann sé béim ar leith ar fhorbairt scileanna éisteachta agus labhar-
tha na bpáistı́ agus misnı́onn sé múinteoirı́ bunscoile chun úsáid a bhaint as éagsúlacht mod-
hanna múinte don Ghaeilge. Misnı́onn sé múinteoirı́ chomh maith chun an Ghaeilge a chur
chun cinn mar ghnáth-theanga cumarsáide i rith an lae scoile, agus chun gnéithe áirithe den
churaclam a mhúineadh trı́ Ghaeilge.

Aithnı́onn an curaclam don Ghaeilge go bhféadtar inniúlacht daltaı́ sa theanga a fhorbairt
trı́ ghnéithe den churaclam a mhúineadh trı́ Ghaeilge, mar go dtugtar sa chaoi sin deis do
dhaltaı́ a bhfuil foghlamtha acu sa rang Gaeilge a leathnú agus a dhaingniú.

Tá sé le tuiscint ón gcuraclam gur féidir le múinteoirı́ ag leibhéil éagsúla gnéithe d’ábhair
áirithe a mhúineadh trı́ Ghaeilge, ábhair de leithéid Corpoideachas, Ceol, Amharcealaı́ona,

295



Questions— 1 July 2008. Written Answers

[Deputy Batt O’Keeffe.]

Oideachas Sóisialta, Pearsanta agus Sláinte, Stair agus Tı́reolas. Tugann sé leideanna úsáidea-
cha do mhúinteoirı́ ar an gcaoi le múineadh na n-achar seo den churaclam a chomhtháthú le
múineadh na Gaeilge.

Tá clár náisiúnta de 3,500 seimineár oiliúna in-seirbhı́se curtha i bhfeidhm ag an gClár Tacaı́-
ochta do Churaclam na Bunscoile do 21,000 múinteoir bunscoile chun tacú le cur i bhfeidhm
churaclam na Gaeilge. Ina theannta sin, tugann cuiditheoirı́ (is é sin comhairleoirı́ ón tSeirbhı́s
Réigiúnach Tacaı́ochta don Churaclam), atá suite i lárionaid áitiúla oideachais, cuairt ar scoile-
anna chun tacú le múinteoirı́ agus comhairle a thabhairt ar gach gné de churaclam na Gaeilge.
Gabhann 31 comhairleoirı́ leis an scéim Tús Maith agus tá siadsan ag leathnú oibre in-seirbhı́se
a rinneadh leis na múinteoirı́ cheana sa Ghaeilge chun cur le hinniúlacht agus muinı́n na múin-
teoirı́ féin agus iad ag labhairt na Gaeilge chomh maith lena n-ábaltacht an teanga a mhúineadh.

Tá an fhianaise ann go bhfuil móran bunscoileanna báúil le comhtháthú na Gaeilge le múine-
adh achar eile den churaclam. Tuairiscı́onn nı́os mó ná ceathrú de na scoileanna i bhfoirmeacha
bliantúla na staitisticı́ go n-úsáideann siad an Ghaeilge chun ábhar amháin nó nı́os mó ná sin
a mhúineadh.

487. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Brian Hayes den Aire Oideachais agus Eolaı́ochta an aontaı́onn sé
gur chóir go bhforbrófaı́ dhá shiollabas don Ghaeilge ag an dara leibhéal, le dhá pháipéar
scrúdaithe ar leith don Ardteist agus don Teastas Sóisearach, le hábhar éigeantach amháin a
mhúinfı́ do gach mac léinn agus a dhı́reodh ar scileanna labhartha agus tuisceana na teanga,
agus ábhar eile roghnach sa bhreis le déanamh ag mic léinn ardleibhéil a dhı́reodh ar chúrsaı́
litrı́ochta agus ar chruinneas na teanga agus a bheadh nı́os dúshlánaı́ agus nı́os oiriúnaı́ do
chainteoirı́ lı́ofa na teanga, go háirithe daltaı́ Gaeltachta agus Gaelscoile; agus an ndéanfaidh
sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [25818/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): Cuspóir thábhachtach in athle-
asú an churaclaim ı́ a dheimhniú go dtairgtear réimse roghanna chun fónamh ar ábhair spéise
agus riachtanais mac léinn ag leibhéil éagsúla, agus go mbı́onn fáil ag gach uile scoil ar roghanna
an churaclaim, is cuma cé mhéid iad nó cén áit ina bhfuil siad. Tharlódh go mbeadh deacrachtaı́
suntasacha ag baint le seachadadh ábhair bhreise, Litrı́ocht na Gaeilge, ó thaobh ábaltacht
scoileanna réimse leathan roghanna a chur ar fáil. Bheadh baol mór ann nach dtairgfı́ cúrsa dá
leithéid ach i mionlach de na scoileanna amháin.

Creidim gurb é ba cheart a bheith mar thosaı́ocht againn ná lı́ofacht béil a threisiú laistigh
de na leibhéil atá ann cheana féin — Bunleibhéal, Gnáthleibhéal agus Ardleibhéal. Chun na
crı́che seo, táthar ag tabhairt isteach athruithe suntasacha i gcéatadán na marcanna a bhronntar
i leith na béaltrialach Gaeilge i scrúduithe an Teastais Shóisearaigh agus na hArdteistiméire-
achta. Do lucht iontrála ar an iarbhunscoil i 2007, méadóidh an ceatadán de na marcanna atá
ar fáil don scrúdú roghnaı́och béil go dtı́ 40% de na marcanna foriomlána, don Teastas Sóisear-
ach ó 2010 amach, agus don Ardteistiméireacht ó 2012 amach. Creidim gurb é seo an chaoi is
fearr le feabhas a chur ar mhúineadh agus foghlaim na Gaeilge agus lena chinntiú go mairfidh
sı́ mar theanga bheo phobail. Is den tábhacht é chomh maith a chinntiú go múintear an Ghae-
ilge insna scoileanna i slı́ atá suimiúil, a bhaineann leis an saol, agus a chuirfidh chun cinn meon
dearfach i leith na teanga i measc na hóige.

Tacófar leis an athrú trı́ infheistı́ocht mharthanach i bhforbairt phroifisiúnta múinteoirı́ agus
in áiseanna múinteoireachta. Tá an Chomhairle Náisiúnta Curaclaim agus Measúnachta ag
tabhairt faoi staidéar maidir le húsáid fhéideartha teicneolaı́ochtaı́ faisnéise (TFCanna) ar nós
an guthán siúil nó an t-idirlı́on, sa mheasúnú béil.
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Cúrsaı́ Gaeilge.

488. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Brian Hayes den Aire Oideachais agus Eolaı́ochta an mbeadh sé
sásta airgead traenála a chur ar fáil do mhúinteoirı́ sinsearacha chun cúrsaı́ athoiliúna Gaeilge
a dhéanamh ar bhonn rialta; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [25819/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): Beidh a fhios ag an Teachta
gur léirigh an Rialtas seo tiomantas d’oiliúint mhúinteoirı́ inár dteanga náisiúnta trı́d an gcóras
oideachais agus freisin trı́ bhearta atá dı́rithe ar dhearcadh nı́os dearfaı́ a ghineadh i leith na
Gaeilge go ginearálta. Maidir le múinteoirı́, tá raon leathan de thionscnaimh i bhfeidhm ag mo
Roinnse, trı́d an Rannóg Oiliúna Múinteoirı́, chun cumas mhúinteoirı́ sa Ghaeilge a fheabhsú.
Ag leibhéal na hiarbhunscoile, bunaı́odh seirbhı́s atá sainiúil don ábhar don Ghaeilge sa bhliain
2007. Tá an tseirbhı́s mar chuid den tSeirbhı́s Tacaı́ochta Dara Leibhéal, a chuireann tacaı́ocht
churaclaim atá sainiúil do chláir agus d’ábhair ar fáil, agus tacaı́ocht don teagasc agus foghlaim
go ginearálta i scoileanna dara leibhéal.

Dearadh an tseirbhı́s tacaı́ochta seo don Ghaeilge le tacaı́ocht forbartha gairmiúla a sholáthar
do mhúinteoirı́ Gaeilge sa dara leibhéal go ginearálta agus tacaı́ocht do theagasc agus foghlaim
ghnéithe uilig an churaclaim. Ceann do phrı́omhaidhmeanna na seirbhı́se is ea tacú leis an
nGaeilge mar theanga chumarsáideach i scoileanna agus seomraı́ ranga. Dearadh an clár forbar-
tha gairmiúla chun tábhacht na scileanna labhartha a chur chun cinn mar chuid dı́lis de na
siollabais don Teastas Sóisearach agus don Ardteistiméireacht, ceadú do mhúinteoirı́ raon stra-
itéisı́ teagaisc agus foghlama a fhorbairt a chothóidh cumas labhartha teanga, mar a mholadh
in Imlitir 0042/2007, agus tógáil ar láidreachtaı́ an Churaclaim Leasaithe do Bhunscoileanna.

Ag leibhéal na bunscoile, tionscnamh dı́rithe is ea an clár “Tús Maith” le tacú le teagasc na
Gaeilge, Faoi láthair tá trı́ocha a haon cuiditheoir ar an bhfoireann. Is iad aidhmeanna an chláir
ná teagasc na Gaeilge a fheabhsú chun cumas na múinteoirı́ agus muinı́n as an nGaeilge a
fheabhsú. Cuireann cuiditheoirı́ “Tús Maith” réimse de thacuithe ar fáil do mhúinteoirı́, lena
n-áirı́tear tacaı́ocht sa rang, tacaı́ocht scoile uile agus ceardlanna agus gnı́omhaı́ochtaı́ teanga-
bhunaithe iarscoile. Faoi láthair tá an fhoireann ag obair le 527 Spriocscoil, agus dian-tacaı́ocht
leanúnach á thabhairt, agus leibhéil ard de thorthaı́ dá bharr. Chomh maith leis na nithe thuas-
luaite ag leibhéal bunscoile agus iarbhunscoile araon tá socruithe ag gach ceann d’ár seirbhı́sı́
tacaı́ochta chun oiliúint a chur ar fáil as Gaeilge.

Question No. 489 answered with Question No. 479.

Schools Building Projects.

490. Deputy Joe Costello asked the Minister for Education and Science the progress made
towards the provision of a new school building for a school (details supplied) in Dublin City;
if funding has been allocated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25828/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): The Department is aware of
the need to provide a permanent home for the school to which the Deputy refers. It is examin-
ing options in this regard, although there has been some difficulty in obtaining alternative,
suitable accommodation in the area where the school is located. The Department will be in
direct contact with the school authority when it has identified a viable option which it can
proceed with in the context of competing demands on its capital budget.

School Staffing.

491. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for Education and Science when a special needs
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assistant will be sanctioned for a student (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [25840/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): As the Deputy may be aware,
the National Council for Special Education is responsible, through its network of local Special
Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), for allocating resource teachers and special needs
assistants to schools to support children with special needs. Applications for special needs
assistants may be considered by the NCSE if a pupil has a significant medical need for such
assistance, a significant impairment of physical or sensory function or if their behaviour is such
that they are a danger to themselves or to other pupils. The NCSE operates within my Depart-
ment’s criteria in allocating such support. Each SENO works in an assigned local area with
parents, schools, teachers, psychologists, health professionals and other staff who are involved
in the provision of services in that area for children with special educational needs. All schools
have the contact details of their local SENO. It is also open to parents to contact their local
SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the contact details avail-
able on www.ncse.ie. I have arranged for the details supplied by the Deputy to be forwarded
to the NCSE for its attention and direct reply.

Value for Money Reviews.

492. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Education and Science the measures agreed
for his Department under the Value for Money Review 2006 to 2008; the projects which had
the necessary changes made; when they are planned for completion; if a value for money review
is planned after 2008; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25856/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): The Value for Money Review
process is overseen by the Value for Money and Policy Review Central Steering Committee of
the Department of Finance. Seven Value for Money Reviews were selected by the Steering
Committee for completion in 2006-08 — the Review of Programmes Managed by the Teacher
Education Section, the Review of Youthreach and Senior Traveller Training Centres, the
Review of Insurance Arrangements in Schools, the Review of the Summer Works Scheme, the
Review of Special Needs Assistants, the Review of Expenditure on the Education of Persons
who do not have English or Irish as a First Language and the Review of Grants to 1st and 2nd
Level Schools. The Review of Programmes Managed by Teacher Education Section and the
Review of Youthreach and Senior Traveller Training Centres were published in April 2008.
Arrangements for consideration and implementation of the recommendations in each case are
in place and progress will be reported on a quarterly basis to the Value for Money and Policy
Review Central Steering Committee of the Department of Finance. Work on the remaining
reviews is progressing on the basis of a timetable agreed with the Department of Finance for
completion of the 2006-08 programme.

A number of other Value for Money Reviews have been published by my Department,
including the Review of the ICT Undergraduate Skills Programme, the Review of Programmes
managed by Teacher Education, the Review of Youthreach and Senior Traveller Training
Centres, the Review of the Supply Teacher Scheme for Primary Schools and the Review of the
Small and Rural Schools Initiative and the Permanent Accommodation Initiative. A further
two reviews will be published shortly — the Review of Youth Encounter Projects and the
Review of ICT Support Services for Schools. The Value for Money Review process is overseen
by the Central Steering Committee of the Department of Finance. Accordingly, Arrangements
for the next round of reviews, which may cover the period 2009-11, are being considered by
the that Committee. The Value for Money and Policy Review Initiative commenced in 1997
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(previously called the Expenditure Review Initiative). Its objectives are to analyse Exchequer
spending in a systematic manner and to provide a basis on which more informed decisions can
be made. It is one of a range of modernisation initiatives aimed at moving public sector manage-
ment away from the traditional focus on inputs to concentrate more on the achievement of
results. Where possible, Value for Money Reviews in my Department are carried out by staff
assigned to the IPA Masters in Economic Science in Policy Analysis degree programme.

Pupil-Teacher Ratio.

493. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Education and Science the action that has
been taken to reduce the class sizes for English, Irish and maths as committed to under the
Programme for Government. [25866/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): Teacher allocations to second
level are approved by my Department on an annual basis in accordance with generally applied
rules relating to recognised pupil enrolment. In general, a ratio of 18:1 is applied in respect of
recognised pupils on established Junior Certificate, Leaving Certificate, repeat Leaving Certifi-
cate and Transition Year Programmes and a ratio of 16:1 is applied in respect of recognised
pupils on the Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme, Post Leaving Certificate courses and
Leaving Certificate Applied. The rules for allocating teaching posts provide that where a school
management authority is unable to meet essential curricular commitments, my Department will
consider applications for additional short-term support. An independent Appeals Committee
is available to school authorities who wish to appeal the adequacy of their teacher allocation.
Significant improvements have been made in the staffing of our second level schools in recent
years. In the 2001-02 school year, there were approximately 24,477 wholetime equivalent teach-
ing posts allocated to second level schools. For 2006-07, the corresponding figure is 25,454
wholetime equivalent posts. This increase in staffing has improved the pupil teacher ratio at
post primary level in recent years. The pupil teacher ratio has fallen from 13.85:1 in the 2001-
02 school year to 13.13:1 in the 2006-07 school year. Each school management authority is
required to organise its curriculum, teaching timetable and subject options including English,
Irish and Maths having regard to pupils’ needs within the limits of its approved teacher allo-
cation. In line with Government policy, my Department will continue to provide further
reductions in the pupil teacher ratio within available resources and subject to spending priori-
ties within the education sector.

Home-School Liaison Scheme.

494. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Education and Science the number of home-
school community liaison teachers employed full-time and part-time by his Department; and
their role in the educational system. [25867/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Science (Deputy Seán Haughey): At
present, a total of 450 local Home, School, Community Liaison (HSCL) co-ordinators provide
HSCL services to 691 schools (370 Primary and 281 Post-Primary) throughout Ireland. This
number includes 80 posts which were provided in 2006 to extend HSCL services to all schools
selected for inclusion in DEIS, the Action Plan for Educational Inclusion, that did not have
such services. My predecessor, Deputy Hanafin, also extended a commitment to schools not
selected to participate in DEIS but already in the HSCL scheme, to continue to support these
schools in their efforts to deal with educational disadvantage among their students in line with
both their size and level of disadvantage. The HSCL scheme is a major mainstream preventative
strategy targeted at pupils at risk of not reaching their potential in the educational system
because of background characteristics which tend to affect adversely pupil attainment and
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school retention. The scheme is concerned with establishing partnership and collaboration
between parents and teachers in the interests of children’s learning. It focuses directly on the
salient adults in children’s educational lives and seeks indirect benefits for the children
themselves.

Local HSCL co-ordinator posts are provided on a full-time or shared basis between schools
and must be deployed to do full-time liaison duties. For the first time, posts are shared across
the two sectors — primary and post-primary — to facilitate local HSCL co-ordinators working
with the families of disadvantaged children. The local HSCL co-ordinator addresses the
development of the parent-teacher relationship in collaboration with the local community in
order to enhance the nurturing of the whole child. This implies noting personal and leisure
needs as well as the curricular and learning needs of parents so as to promote their self-worth
and self-confidence. The scheme also promotes the development of staff and teacher attitudes
and behaviour so that the school becomes a place where all young people can reach their
potential. Local HSCL co-ordinators focus on adults, including parents, guardians and teachers,
not on children. The outcomes should positively impact over time on children’s lives. HSCL
initiatives are concerned with promoting parents’ education, development, growth and involve-
ment; the participation of parents in their children’s education including homework support;
providing a parents’ room and child care facilities for parents who attend programmes in the
school; and developing principal and teacher attitudes towards partnership and a whole-school
approach — parents and teachers are encouraged to collaborate in sharing their complementary
skills, experiences and knowledge. My Department has undertaken a full review of HSCL
allocations and clustering arrangements in all schools participating in the scheme to ensure that
all schools have a level of service which is commensurate with both the size of the school as
well as its relative level of disadvantage. Any modifications to the scheme arising from this
review will be notified to schools by the end of August and will take effect from 1 September
2008.

Psychological Service.

495. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Education and Science the number of edu-
cational psychologists employed by his Department. [25868/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): I can inform the Deputy that
some 137 educational psychologists are employed by my Department’s National Educational
Psychological Service.

Special Educational Needs.

496. Deputy Seán Ó Fearghaı́l asked the Minister for Education and Science his views on
correspondence regarding a child (details supplied) in County Kildare with Asperger’s syn-
drome; if he will ensure that a special needs assistant is assigned to this person in view of their
particular circumstances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25892/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): As the Deputy may be aware,
the National Council for Special Education is responsible, through its network of local Special
Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), for allocating resource teachers and special needs
assistants to schools to support children with special needs. Applications for special needs
assistants may be considered by the NCSE where a pupil has a significant medical need for such
assistance, a significant impairment of physical or sensory function or where their behaviour is
such that they are a danger to themselves or to other pupils. The NCSE operates within my
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Department’s criteria in allocating such support. Each SENO works in an assigned local area
with parents, schools, teachers, psychologists, health professionals and other staff who are
involved in the provision of services in that area for children with special educational needs.
All schools have contact details of their local SENO. It is also open to parents to contact their
local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using the contact details
available on www.ncse.ie. I have arranged for the details supplied by the Deputy to be for-
warded to the NCSE for their attention and direct reply.

Schools Building Projects.

497. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Education and Science when a new building
will be constructed for a primary school (details supplied) in County Mayo; the progress made
in this matter; when the construction phase can be expected to commence; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [25896/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): The project to which the
Deputy refers is currently at an advanced stage of architectural planning. The progression of
all large scale building projects, including this project, from initial design stage through to
construction phase will be considered on an ongoing basis in the context of my Department’s
multi-annual School Building and Modernisation Programme. However, in light of current
competing demands on the capital budget of the Department, it is not possible to give an
indicative timeframe for the progression of the project at this time.

School Accommodation.

498. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Education and Science the position regard-
ing the provision of new accommodation for a primary school (details supplied) in County
Mayo. [25897/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): An application for a new school
building has been received from the school referred to by the Deputy. The development of a
building project for the school is at an early stage. The commencement and progression of all
large scale building projects from initial design stage through to construction phase, including
this project, will be considered on an ongoing basis in the context of my Department’s Multi-
Annual School Building and Modernisation Programme. However, in light of current compet-
ing demands on the capital budget of the Department, it is not possible to give an indicative
timeframe for the progression of the project at this time.

Integration Policy.

499. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Education and Science the overall policy
framework to cover integration in schools of children of different nationalities, cultures, and
languages; the projects being undertaken to bring children and teachers to a better understand-
ing on different cultures; if a change of syllabus in terms of primary education is planned to
bring children to a better understanding of geography, social and civic differences in order that
they better understand each other; if a change of syllabus is planned to bring all children to a
better understanding of Irish geography and history at an earlier age; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [25906/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Science (Deputy Conor Lenihan): All
primary and post-primary schools promote mutual respect and understanding of cultural, eth-
nic, racial, social and religious diversity. The celebration of intercultural diversity is an
important component of school life and is emphasised particularly in Social, Personal and

301



Questions— 1 July 2008. Written Answers

[Deputy Conor Lenihan.]

Health Education, which is a mandatory part of the national curriculum in primary schools. It
is also emphasised in Civic, Social and Political Education which is an examinable subject taken
by all junior cycle students in post-primary schools. Senior cycle programmes in Politics and
Society and in Social, Personal and Health education are being developed. To assist primary
and post-primary teachers and their pupils to have a better understanding of different cultures,
the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment has developed Intercultural Guidelines.
The materials in the guidelines help schools to develop a more inclusive learning environment
and provide students with the skills and knowledge to live and participate in our ever
developing intercultural world. The guidelines encourage teachers to integrate cultural issues
right across the curriculum. There are many opportunities to compare and contrast life in
different countries throughout the primary and post-primary curriculum whether in geography,
music, Social, Personal and Health Education or history. These opportunities allow teachers
and students to incorporate the intercultural perspective across the curriculum.

The Inspectorate of the Department is constantly carrying out whole school evaluations. In
addition, it is carrying out an evaluation of the provision of English as an Additional Language
in a number of primary and post-primary schools. A report on their evaluation will be prepared
for mid-2009. It will, inter alia, evaluate the inclusion of services for migrant students within
the whole school planning process. In October 2008, I will host a conference with the theme
“Towards the Development of an Intercultural Education Strategy”. This will be followed up
by a number of focus groups with key stakeholders, including the education partners, to deter-
mine their views on Intercultural Education. Based on all of the above, if it becomes evident
that there is a need to change from the very inclusive education that is in existence I will
consider such evidence.

Institutes of Technology.

500. Deputy Brian O’Shea asked the Minister for Education and Science the position regard-
ing the application of Waterford Institute of Technology for upgrading to the University of the
South East (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25909/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): Applications have been
received from 3 Institutes of Technology for designation as universities. The applications raise
significant issues regarding Government policy towards higher education, in particular the exist-
ing roles of the Universities and Institutes of Technology which have distinctive missions from
each other, provide different levels and types of academic programmes, fulfil different roles in
the community and have separate academic and governance structures. I am considering the
appropriate next steps in relation to all the applications for designation on hand, having regard
to the need to build on our strengths and to provide an environment where all our higher
education institutions can develop in a way that best serves the country as a whole and the
regions where they are based.

Schools Building Projects.

501. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Science further to Ques-
tion No. 317 of 4 June 2008, if the school in question is on the list of schools in developing areas;
when the funding for the school extension will be released; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [25912/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): The school referred to by the
Deputy is not considered to be in a rapidly developing area. However, this does not preclude
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it from being selected as such in the future if demographic trends in the area warrant it. The
commencement and progression of all large scale building projects from initial design stage
through to construction phase, including this project, will be considered on an ongoing basis in
the context of my Department’s Multi-Annual School Building and Modernisation Programme.
However, in light of current competing demands on the capital budget of the Department, it
is not possible to give an indicative timeframe for the further progression of the project at
this time.

Question No. 502 answered with Question No. 464.

Vending Machines.

503. Deputy Jimmy Deenihan asked the Minister for Education and Science if a code of
practice in relation to the provision and content of vending machines in post-primary schools
has been developed by his Department, food companies and school representative bodies; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25915/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): Schools are privately managed
institutions which, although funded by the State, enjoy a large degree of autonomy. It is, there-
fore, primarily a matter for each school to devise guidelines relating to the type of food that is
available on the school premises. Such policies should be driven by the needs and welfare of
pupils. Many schools have developed healthy eating policies in co-operation with their parents’
associations and I encourage others to do likewise.

Task Force on Obesity.

504. Deputy Jimmy Deenihan asked the Minister for Education and Science the number of
the 22 recommendations outlined in the Report of the National Task Force on Obesity 2005
relating to his Department that have been put in place; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25916/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): Considerable progress has been
made by my Department on the relevant recommendations in the Report on the National Task
Force on Obesity. Schools have worked on devising healthy lunches policies as part of Social,
Personal and Health Education (SPHE) and Physical Education (PE). The Post-Primary School
Development Planning Initiative has a number of activities in place to promote healthy living
in schools. The SPHE Support Service offers support for policy development which includes
Healthy Eating policies. The Primary Curriculum Support Programme and the School Develop-
ment Planning Support have prepared planning templates (with prompts) for schools to assist
them in school planning for the implementation of the PE Curriculum and the wider aspects
of physical activity and school sport. In addition to the activities carried out by SDPI which I
have outlined, programmes at post-primary level provided by the Social Personal and Health
Education Support Service, the Junior Cycle Physical Education Support Service include a
section on health-related activities, as does the Home Economics Support Service, which
focuses on the Leaving Certificate syllabus. The majority of schools currently participating in
the School Completion Programme operate breakfast clubs or other meal provision, in accord-
ance with the Nutritional Guidelines issued by the Department of Social and Family Affairs.

In April 2007, the National Educational Welfare Board launched its equipment sponsorship
of Cumann na mBunscol, which aims to promote the importance of sport in school life. A
special PE funding package of \6.5 million issued in 2006 to primary schools, and in 2007 a
similar package of \3 million issued to post-primary schools. Following the success of the pilot
scheme, the Department of Agriculture and Food decided to rollout the Food Dudes prog-
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ramme on a national basis. The programme will be rolled out to approximately 625 schools
each year over a 5 year period and it is intended that every primary school in the country will
be offered Food Dudes over this time. The first wave of the national rollout began in April
2007 with a reduced block of 72 schools and from September 2007, 125 schools have been
invited to participate in the programme at any one time. The subjects Social, Personal and
Health Education and Physical Education, cover, among elements of the syllabus, the areas of
healthy eating, healthy lifestyle, physical health, body care, exercise, relaxation and diet. They
are evaluated in schools by the inspectorate, using indicators specific to primary and to second-
level schools as appropriate. In the development of Whole School Evaluation, the inspectorate
has sought to ensure that its inspection processes support the full implementation of SPHE at
both primary and second-level.

Schools Refurbishment.

505. Deputy Mary Upton asked the Minister for Education and Science if he will have the
decision to halt the promised extension at a school (details supplied) in Dublin 6W reviewed;
if he will ensure that the work of this extension commences as promised in Summer 2008; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25919/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): The project to which the
Deputy refers is currently at an advanced stage of architectural planning. The progression of
all large scale building projects, including this project, from initial design stage through to
construction phase will be considered on an ongoing basis in the context of my Department’s
multi-annual School Building and Modernisation Programme. However, in light of current
competing demands on the capital budget of the Department, it is not possible to give an
indicative timeframe for the progression of the project at this time.

Schools Recognition.

506. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister for Education and Science the designation
status of a school (details supplied) in County Cork; the timeframe in place for the appointment
of a design team; and if, in reference to a letter sent by the chairperson of the school’s board
of management, he will meet with the board before the commencement of the new school year
in September 2008; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25920/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): The school to which the Deputy
refers to has permanent recognition status.

As with the case of all projects to hand in the Developing Areas Unit of my Department,
progression of the project to appointment of Design Team and into Architectural planning,
will be considered in the context of the multi-annual school building programme, and in the
context of overall primary school provision in the area to which the Deputy refers.

The letter to which the Deputy refers to did not request that I meet personally with the
Chairperson. Should a formal request be made I will of course give consideration to such a
meeting when I have fully examined issues relating to funding and other aspects of the School
Building and Modernisation Programme.

Question No. 507 answered with Question No. 464.

Departmental Schemes.

508. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Education and Science if he will give
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approval to the application for a grant under the emergency works scheme by a school (details
supplied) in County Kilkenny. [25996/08]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): My Department received an
application for funding under the emergency works scheme from the school in question. A
decision on the application will be made as soon as possible and the school will be advised of
the outcome.

Commemorative Events.

509. Deputy Joe Costello asked the Minister for Defence his plans for commemorating the
centenary of the 1916 Rising; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25822/08]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Willie O’Dea): The Programme for Government 2007-2012
sets out the Government’s intentions in this regard and includes plans to:

• establish the GPO as a museum of celebration of Irish progress and achievement across
a broad spectrum as a landmark 1916 centenary project;

• support the creation of programmes of events in all cities and towns in Ireland;.

• make available to historians and to the public, records of the Military Pensions Archive
in the Department of Defence;

• advance the redevelopment of Glasnevin Cemetery as part of the preparations for 100th
Anniversary of the Easter Rising.

• restore 16 Moore Street and establish therein an interpretative centre, linked to the
refurbished GPO, to honour those who fought in the 1916 Rising;

• ensure a prominent cultural component to the 1916 Centenary commemoration;

• provide a fund to which community groups can apply for support for the refurbishment
of existing monuments commemorating events in the 1913-23 period.

Air Ambulance Service.

510. Deputy Pádraic McCormack asked the Minister for Defence the cost of the air corps
helicopter per flight in transporting a patient from the Aran Islands to University College
Hospital, Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25431/08]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Willie O’Dea): A Service Level Agreement between my
Department and the Department of Health and Children for the provision of an Air Ambul-
ance Service by the Air Corps was signed in September 2005 to formalise the arrangements for
the existing service in relation to the provision of an air ambulance service. The signatories to
the agreement are the Department of Health and Children, the Department of Defence, the
Health Service Executive, the Defence Forces and the Air Corps.

The Air Ambulance Service as provided by the Air Corps is an emergency inter-hospital
transfer service for the essential rapid transfer of patients requiring urgent medical treatment.
The service is provided by the Air Corps in the following circumstances:

1. Inter-hospital transfer of patients with spinal or other serious injury or illness;

2. Air transport of Neonates requiring immediate medical intervention in Ireland;

3. Air transport of patients requiring specialised emergency treatment in the UK;
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4. Air Transport of Organ Retrieval Teams within Ireland;

5. Air Transport of patients from offshore islands to mainland hospitals where the Coast
Guard service is not available;

6. Air Transport of paediatric patients between the ages of six weeks and 16 years requiring
immediate medical intervention.

The Air Corps does not offer, and the agreement does not encompass, a Helicopter Emergency
Medical Service primary response capability, nor is it intended as a precursor to the develop-
ment or implementation of such a service by the Air Corps.

The Air Corps operates two helicopter types with air ambulance capabilities, the AW139
and the EC135. The mission flying time from Baldonnel — Aran Islands — University College
Hospital Galway — Baldonnel is 1 hour 40 minutes for the AW139, and 2 hours for the EC135.
The direct cost per flying hour for the AW139 is \1,197, and the direct cost per flying hour for
the EC135 is \639. Based on these figures, the cost of using the AW139 for an air ambulance
mission from Aran Islands to University College Hospital Galway would be \1,995; and the
cost of using the EC135 would be \1,278.

Waste Disposal.

511. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister for Defence if he will detail all correspondence
between his Department and a company (details supplied) in Dublin 24; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [25526/08]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Willie O’Dea): I was approached last year by a private com-
pany requesting assistance under Major Emergency Management for the disposal of hazardous
hydrogen cyanide cylinders. The company wrote to me on a number of occasions outlining
concerns regarding the cylinders, the importance of disposing of them appropriately and
requesting the assistance of the Defence Forces in this regard. The company was informed that
the disposal of hazardous waste was not a matter for either the Department of Defence or the
Defence Forces and that further correspondence should be channelled through the Department
of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

The relevant authority in this matter is South Dublin County Council. The Council proposes
to use its statutory powers under the Waste Management Act, 1996, as amended, to dispose of
the hazardous material. The Defence Forces have been requested by the civil authority to assist
in this matter by providing a suitable site for disposal and to provide explosives to be used in
the destruction of the material. I understand that plans to dispose of the material are being put
in place by the local authority in consultation with the relevant State authorities.

Ethics in Public Office Act.

512. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for Defence if, during or following his meeting
on 1 March 2006, with President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf of Liberia, he received gifts; if so, the
gifts he received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25718/08]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Willie O’Dea): On occasion token gifts are exchanged between
dignitaries on Ministerial trips abroad. I can confirm that I received no gift during or following
my meeting with President Sirleaf on 1 March 2006.

Value for Money Reviews.

513. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Defence the measures agreed for his Depart-
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ment under the Value for Money Review 2006-08; the projects which had the necessary changes
made; when they are planned for completion; if a value for money review is planned after 2008;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25855/08]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Willie O’Dea): In June 2006 (S180/20/10/0839B), the Govern-
ment approved a schedule of Value for Money and Policy Reviews for the period 2006-2008
replacing the previous Expenditure Review Initiative and strengthening the institutional
arrangements underpinning this process. Four reviews were scheduled for completion by the
Department of Defence in this period. The Reviews and their current status are as follows:

1. A review of Maintenance of Aircraft in the Air Corps was published in July 2006. The
main findings of this review were that the efficiency and effectiveness of aircraft maintenance
was being compromised by the age and diversity of the fleet that the Air Corps operated
over the period of the review.

The ongoing investment in Defence equipment has resulted in significant modernisation
of the Air Corps fleet and has resulted in reduced fleet diversity. Very significant improve-
ments in logistical support for the modern aircraft types were put in place as part of the
procurement contractual processes. Power by the Hour contracts are in place with Pilatus,
Eurocopter, Agusta Westland, Learjet and McAlpines (for the Garda helicopters). These
contracts improve the availability of spare parts for maintenance purposes. In two cases,
Pilatus and Agusta Westland, the aircraft manufacturers have placed a consignment stock of
spares in a bonded store at Baldonnel to maximise logistic efficiency.

The ongoing infrastructure investment programme has seen improvements to the mainten-
ance infrastructure. Other recommendations which focused on organisational matters, have
been considered and implemented where appropriate. It is anticipated that all these changes
will significantly enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of aircraft maintenance in the Air
Corps.

2. A review of Clothing Procurement in the Defence Forces was published in September
2007. This review has identified potential for increased efficiency and effectiveness in the
clothing storage and distribution system. An implementation group, tasked with drawing up
a detailed implementation plan has been established. The anticipated improvement in inven-
tory turnover ratios should decrease the volume of clothing stock on hand. However, it is
vitally important to ensure that the Defence Forces clothing needs continue to be met. The
optimisation of inventory levels and the clothing distribution system are inextricably linked
to supplier performance and the implementation group are considering this factor in their
deliberations.

3. A review of Naval Service Vessel Maintenance is currently being progressed.

4. A review of Usage of Military Training Land is currently being progressed.

It is anticipated that the outstanding reviews will be completed by end December 2008.

Arrangements for the next round of reviews, which may cover the period 2009-2011, are
being considered by The Value for Money and Policy Review Central Steering Committee.

Child Abduction.

514. Deputy Olwyn Enright asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform his
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views on putting in place an amber alert system or another type of similar monitoring system
for children; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25535/08]

515. Deputy Olwyn Enright asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if she
has had discussions with other relevant organisations on the introduction of an amber alert
system or a similar monitoring system relating to children’s safety; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [25536/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 514 and 515 together.

The Programme for Government contains a commitment that the Garda Inspectorate will
be tasked with assessing the need to establish a dedicated missing persons unit, including a
response network similar to Amber Alert in the US. The issue of asking the Garda Inspectorate
to undertake a study along these lines is being pursued by my Department and is being dis-
cussed with the Garda Inspectorate and An Garda Sı́ochána, in particular in relation to what
the scope of the proposed study will be.

Compliance Costs.

516. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
dealings that he or agencies under the control of his Department have had with the business
sector which incur regulatory costs or compliance costs on behalf of business; if he has identified
the baseline cost profile for business associated with that activity; if he has set targets for the
reduction of these different cost items; and the cost and the target reduction in each case.
[25269/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): As the Deputy will
appreciate, given the nature of my Department’s functions, the extent of the business regulation
activity under its aegis is relatively limited. Nevertheless, where some regulatory function is
being provided for, every effort is made to keep any costs of compliance at a level which is the
minimum proportionate to achieving the policy objective. I can also refer the Deputy to the
Tánaiste’s response to Parliamentary Question No. 178 of 18 June, 2008 which sets out the
recent Government decision concerning administrative burdens on business, and the analysis
which is to take place, to which my Department will be contributing.

Residency Permits.

517. Deputy Michael D’Arcy asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform when
a decision will be made on an application for a residency stamp 4 in respect of a person (details
supplied) in County Wexford; and the expected period of time it will take to complete the
processing of same. [25278/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I am advised by
officials in the Long Term Residency Section of my Department that a Long Term Residency
application from the person referred to by the Deputy was received in February 2007.

I understand that applications received in September 2006 are currently being dealt with. As
soon as a decision is made on the case, the person concerned will be notified.

Citizenship Applications.

518. Deputy Michael D’Arcy asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform when
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a decision will be made on an application for citizenship in respect of a person (details supplied)
in County Wexford; and the expected period of time it will take to complete the processing of
same. [25279/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I refer the Deputy
to my reply to Parliamentary Question 273 on 28 November 2007. The position remains as
stated.

Detention Centres.

519. Deputy Mary Upton asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if his
attention has been drawn to a file that was opened in the Department of Education and Science
early in 1988 to deal with letters of concern from a children’s’ detention centre (details
supplied) in Dublin 11; the date on which papers from the file were provided to the gardaı́ to
assist in their investigations into possible abuse; the date on which the file was given to the
Child Abuse Commission; the reason for delays in either case; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [25284/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I am informed by
the Garda authorities that the information requested by the Deputy is currently being
researched. I will contact the Deputy again when the information is to hand.

Residency Permits.

520. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the posi-
tion regarding the case of a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary. [25370/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I am informed by
the Immigration Division of my Department that an application from the person concerned
for residence in the State based on EU Treaty Rights was received on 15 January 2008.

All of the original documents submitted in support of the application including the appli-
cant’s passport, were returned by registered post on 21 January 2008. The registered post
tracking number is RL10772300 6IE.

Citizenship Applications.

521. Deputy Brian Hayes asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform when an
application for citizenship by a person (details supplied) in Dublin 24 will be determined by
his Department; if he will make an early decision in respect of this matter; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [25376/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): An application for
a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to in the Deputy’s Question was received
in the Citizenship Section of my Department in November 2006.

Officials in that section are currently processing applications received in January 2006 and
have approximately 6,400 applications on hand to be dealt with before that of the person
concerned. These are generally dealt with in chronological order as this is deemed to be the
fairest to all applicants. It is likely, therefore, that further processing of the application will
commence in early 2009.

Residency Permits.

522. Deputy Damien English asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform when
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an application for a Stamp 3 by a person (details supplied) in County Meath will be decided
on; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25389/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I have been
informed by the Immigration Division of my Department that an application for change of
status from the person referred to by the Deputy was received in April 2008. I understand that
it is currently taking 18 months to deal with applications. As soon as a decision is made on the
case, the person concerned will be notified.

Planning Issues.

523. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform his views
as an interim measure, pending the report of the high level interdepartmental committee on
multi-unit developments, on imposing a requirement on management companies and manage-
ment agents to provide clear and immediate information on their operations to the occupants,
both collectively and individually, of multi unit developments for which they have undertaken
management responsibilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25395/08]

524. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
number of occasions on which the interdepartmental committee on multi-unit developments,
which is chaired by his Department, has met to date; the date it last met; and when he expects
the Committee to issue its final report. [25396/08]

525. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if his
attention has been drawn to the fact that the Law Reform Commission has recently published
its final report on multi-unit developments; if he will make a statement on the recommendations
contained therein; if he will fulfil previous commitments that legislation on multi-unit devel-
opments would be brought before Dáil Éireann before the summer 2008 recess; and the time-
frame for the publication, debate and enactment of this legislative package. [25397/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 523 to 525, inclusive, together.

I have already indicated in response to Parliamentary Questions that the high level inter-
departmental committee on multi-unit developments has been established to identify the legis-
lative and administrative actions that should be taken in response to recommendations made
by the Law Reform Commission on the matter. The interdepartmental committee met on 7
occasions to consider the preliminary proposals which were set out in the Commission’s Consul-
tation Paper. Since then the Committee has had its first meeting to consider the Commission’s
recommendations — 70 in total — that are contained in its Final Report that was published on
24 June last. The Committee is in the process of establishing a programme of work in response
to the recommendations as a matter of priority. The Commission’s Report is a wide ranging
document involving reforms across a broad range of policy areas including planning and
development law, tax law, company law, the law relating to registration of ownership of land,
the jurisdiction of the courts and other related areas.

My Department is already engaging with the Property Registration Authority/Land Registry
to examine the recommendations made, for example, in relation to the registration of title for
multi-unit developments. The Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment is examining
the recommendations for the strengthening of company law. In so far as issues relating to
consumer information and general awareness in the area of multi-unit developments are con-
cerned the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government has already wel-
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comed the new publication launched by the National Consumer Agency to address the need
for consumers to understand the issues around multi-unit developments. This followed on from
the work at the stakeholder forum on which his Department and other key organisations
were represented.

I should also mention that the National Consumer Agency has agreed a Code of Practice for
developers of multi-unit developments with the Irish Home Builders Association. This Code
outlines the responsibilities of developers regarding ownership, management and maintenance
of common areas and the provision of common services within such developments. It also
addresses areas such as the establishment and operation of the management company, the
use of property management agents, the calculation of service charges and establishment of a
sinking fund.

Sports Funding.

526. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if he
will assist a group (details supplied). [25417/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): Last year my prede-
cessor as Minister helped launch the Group’s first event, a Gaelic football competition, which
I understand was very successful. The Group involves members of a number of ‘blue-light’
services, such as police, ambulance and fire services. The Deputy will appreciate, therefore,
that responsibility for a number of these services fall within the ambit of other Ministerial
colleagues. However, my Department will write to the other Departments concerned to ask
them to examine whether there are any sources of funding for which this Group would be
eligible and to make direct contact with its representatives. My Department will conduct a
similar exercise itself.

Citizenship Applications.

527. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if
he will respond to a query regarding persons (details supplied) in County Dublin; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [25477/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): An application for
a certificate of naturalisation from the first named applicant was received in the Citizenship
Section of my Department in December 2007. Officials in that Section are currently processing
applications received in early 2006 and have approximately 14,800 applications on hand to be
dealt with before that of the person in question.

An application for a certificate of naturalisation from the second named applicant was
received in the Citizenship Section of my Department in May 2008. The application has not
been examined in detail. Examination of the residency requirement will take place in the near
future and the applicant will be contacted at that time informing them when their application
will be further examined or, of any shortfall in residency.

An application for a certificate of naturalisation from the third named applicant was received
in the Citizenship Section of my Department in November 2007. Officials in that Section are
currently processing applications received in early 2006 and have approximately 14,500 appli-
cations on hand to be dealt with before that of the person in question.

All applications are dealt with in chronological order as this is deemed to be the fairest to
all applicants.
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Garda Stations.

528. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if
he will provide details and report on the status of planned refurbishment works to a Garda
station (details supplied) in Dublin 22; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[25478/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The detailed allo-
cation of Garda resources, including accommodation, is a matter for the Garda Commissioner
to decide in accordance with his identified operational requirements. I am advised by the Garda
authorities that the planned refurbishment works for the station referred to by the Deputy
include upgrading of public office and reception facilities as well as improved accommodation
for garda staff.

I have been advised by the Office of Public Works, which has responsibility for the provision
and maintenance of Garda accommodation, that preparation of tender documentation is cur-
rently underway with works expected to commence later this year and be completed in 2009.

Citizenship Applications.

529. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if
he will respond to a query regarding persons (details supplied) in County Dublin; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [25479/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): An application for
a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to in the Deputy’s question was received
in the Citizenship Section of my Department in September 2005.

Officials in that section inform me that processing of the application has commenced and
the file will be forwarded to me for a decision in the coming months.

Northern Ireland Issues.

530. Deputy Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
if he will allow the McAnespie family access to the report of Deputy Commissioner Eugene
Crowley into the shooting dead of Aidan McAnespie by the British Army in February 1998 in
view of the findings of the Historical Enquiry Team in the Six Counties; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [25482/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): Following the
shooting of Aiden McAnespie the Government requested an inquiry be carried out into the
fatal shooting and the circumstances surrounding it. The then Deputy Garda Commissioner
Eugene Crowley was appointed to carry out the inquiry.

The inquiry was conducted on the basis that statements made by witnesses who came forward
would be treated as confidential and their identities would not be revealed. For that reason the
report, which was submitted to the then Minister for Justice in 1989, was not made available
to any other party.

However, having regard to the wishes of the McAnespie family, in 2002 the then Minister
for Justice, Equality and Law Reform released to the family a fair and accurate summary of
the Crowley report. It was not considered realistic to release the report in any other form,
either edited or with redactions, as the degree of editing that would be necessary to anonymise
the report would be such as to be impracticable, particularly as it would require much more
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than the mere omission of names to prevent a breach of the commitment given not to reveal
the identity of witnesses.

Furthermore the final report on the post-mortem conducted by Dr. Harbison, State Pathol-
ogist at the time, was also made available to the family.

It remains the position that the report cannot be released as to do so would breach the
assurances of confidentiality given at the time.

Parliamentary Questions.

531. Deputy Brian Hayes asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the reason
a question submitted to him by this Deputy three weeks ago on the subject of burglaries in
Dublin has to date not been answered despite a promise that the information would be for-
warded to this Deputy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25506/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I am informed that,
in response to the Deputy’s Question No. 271 of 21 May 2008, the Central Statistics Office has
been in direct contact with him and will supply the information requested very shortly.

Deportation Orders.

532. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
status of an application for residency in the State by a person (details supplied) in County
Waterford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25518/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The person con-
cerned arrived in the State on 8 December 2005 and applied for asylum on 9 December 2005.
His application was refused following consideration of his case by the Office of the Refugee
Applications Commissioner and, on appeal, the Refugee Appeals Tribunal.

Subsequently, in accordance with Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the
person concerned was informed, by letter dated 28 April 2006, that the Minister proposed to
make a deportation order in respect of him. He was given the options, to be exercised within
15 working days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a deportation
order or of making representations to the Minister setting out the reasons why he should be
allowed to remain temporarily in the State. Representations have been submitted on behalf of
the person concerned.

On 14 December 2005, an application was received on behalf of the person concerned for
permission to remain in the State under the revised arrangements for non-EEA parents of
children born in the State prior to 1 January 2005, commonly referred to as the IBC/05 Scheme.
The closing date for the submission of applications under this Scheme was 31 March 2005. As
the application was received after this closing date, it was too late for consideration under the
Scheme and the person concerned was made aware of the non-acceptance of his IBC/05 appli-
cation by letter dated 15 December 2005.

The person concerned has submitted an application for Subsidiary Protection in the State in
accordance with the European Communities (Eligibility for Protection) Regulations, 2006 (S.I.
No. 518 of 2006) and this application is under consideration at present. When consideration
of this application has been completed, the person concerned will be notified in writing of
the outcome.

In the event that the Subsidiary Protection application is refused, the case file of the person
concerned, including all representations submitted, will then be considered under Section 3(6)
of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended)
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on the prohibition of refoulement. When this latter consideration has been completed the case
file of the person concerned is passed to me for decision.

Voter Eligibility.

533. Deputy Kathleen Lynch asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
reason a person (details supplied) was unable to cast their vote in the Lisbon referendum on
12 June 2008; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25530/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The information
requested by the Deputy is currently being researched. I will contact the Deputy when the
information is to hand.

Citizenship Applications.

534. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the position in relation to the application for naturalisation in the case of persons (details
supplied) in County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25586/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): Applications for
certificates of naturalisation from the persons referred to in the Deputy’s Question were
received in the Citizenship Section of my Department in July 2006.

Officials in that Section inform me that processing of the files has commenced and that they
will be forwarded to me for a decision in the near future.

Ministerial Delegation Orders.

535. Deputy Pat Rabbitte asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the terms
of any delegation order to his Minister of State; when any such delegation order was made;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25708/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I wish to inform
the Deputy that the Government, on my request and in exercise of the powers conferred on
them by section 2(1) of the Ministers and Secretaries (Amendment) (No. 2) Act 1977 (No. 28
of 1977) signed a delegation order on 24 June, 2008. Under this order, the powers and duties
of the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform conferred on me by or under the Children
Act 2001 (No. 24 of 2001) are delegated to Barry Andrews, Minister of State at the Department
of Justice, Equality and Law Reform.

Deportation Orders.

536. Deputy Mary O’Rourke asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if he
will review again the case of a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath. [25712/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The person con-
cerned arrived in the State on 11 February 2005 and applied for asylum. Her application was
refused following consideration of her case by the Office of the Refugee Applications Com-
missioner and, on appeal, the Refugee Appeals Tribunal.

Subsequently, in accordance with Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the
person concerned was informed, by letter dated 29 August 2007, that the Minister proposed to
make a deportation order in respect of her. She was given the options, to be exercised within
15 working days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a deportation
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order or of making representations to the Minister setting out the reasons why she should be
allowed to remain temporarily in the State. In addition, she was notified of her entitlement to
apply for Subsidiary Protection in the State in accordance with the European Communities
(Eligibility for Protection) Regulations, 2006 (S.I. No. 518 of 2006). The person concerned
submitted an application for Subsidiary Protection in the State in accordance with these Regu-
lations and this application is under consideration at present. When consideration of this appli-
cation has been completed, the person concerned will be notified in writing of the outcome.

In the event that the Subsidiary Protection application is refused, the case file of the person
concerned, including all representations submitted, will then be considered under Section 3 (6)
of the Immigration Act, 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act, 1996 (as
amended) on the prohibition of refoulement. When this latter consideration has been com-
pleted, the case file of the person concerned is passed to me for decision.

The Deputy might wish to note that the person concerned also submitted an application for
permission to remain in the State in accordance with the revised arrangements applicable to
the non-national parents of Irish born children born in the State before 1 January 2005. The
revised arrangements in question, commonly referred to as the IBC/05 Scheme, were
announced by the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform on 15 January 2005 and the
closing date for receipt of applications was 31 March 2005. The application of the person
concerned was received on 17 August 2005 and, as such, was received too late for consideration.
The person concerned was made aware of the non-acceptance of her IBC/05 application by
letter dated 14 September 2005.

Citizenship Applications.

537. Deputy Mary O’Rourke asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if he
will review again the case of a person (details supplied) in County Westmeath. [25713/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): An application
from the person referred to in the Deputy’s Question was received in the Citizenship Section
of my Department in December 2007.

Officials in that Section are currently processing applications received in early 2006 and have
approximately 15,700 applications on hand to be dealt with before that of the person concerned.
These are generally dealt with in chronological order as this is deemed to be the fairest to
all applicants.

However, I understand that the person in question is married to an Irish national and every
effort is made to ensure those applications are dealt with as quickly as possible, having regard
for the general volume of applications on hand.

538. Deputy Seán Sherlock asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
status of an application to his Department by a person (details supplied) in County Cork; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25807/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): An application for
a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to in the Deputy’s Question was received
in the Citizenship Section of my Department in January 2007.

Officials in that Section inform me that a letter was issued to the person concerned on 27
May 2008 requesting further documentation. To date, no reply has been received. Further
processing of the application will commence once the documentation requested has been
received.
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Deportation Orders.

539. Deputy Seán Sherlock asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
status of an application for leave to remain in the State by a person (details supplied) in County
Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25829/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The person con-
cerned arrived in the State on 2 August 2002 and applied for asylum. Her application was
refused following consideration of her case by the Office of the Refugee Applications Com-
missioner and, on appeal, by the Refugee Appeals Tribunal. Subsequently, in accordance with
Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the person concerned was informed, by
letter dated 21 May 2004, that the Minister proposed to make a deportation order in respect
of her. She was given the options, to be exercised within 15 working days, of leaving the State
voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a deportation order or of making representations
to the Minister setting out the reasons why she should be allowed to remain temporarily in the
State. Representations have been submitted on behalf of the person concerned and will be
fully considered, under Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act, 1999 (as amended) and Section
5 of the Refugee Act, 1996 (as amended) on the prohibition of refoulement, before the file is
passed to me for decision.

Proposed Legislation.

540. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform his
plans to review the legislation on citizenship; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[25842/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): It is proposed that
a general review of the eligibility criteria for the acquisition of Irish Citizenship will be under-
taken by my Department later in the year. Issues that have already been flagged for consider-
ation as part of that exercise include the question of whether language and integration require-
ments should apply to naturalisation applications. In addition, it will be necessary to take
account of the proposals contained in the Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill 2008,
particularly those regarding long term residence.

Work Permits.

541. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform his
plans for the introduction of a scheme to address the problem of undocumented migrants who
entered the State legally and had previously held authorisations to work here; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [25843/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I can inform the
Deputy that my Department is currently examining proposals for the introduction of an admin-
istrative scheme to address the situation of foreign national workers in the State who previously
held employment permits but then become undocumented through no fault of their own. As
the Deputy will be aware, an undertaking was given by my predecessor during debate in the
House on the Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill 2008 to introduce such a scheme.

I would intend that the details of the scheme, when finalised, will be made available as soon
as possible with a view towards their coming into effect prior to the commencement of the
Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill 2008, subject to passage of that proposed legislation
by the Oireachtas.
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Value for Money Reviews.

542. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
measures agreed for his Department under the value for money review 2006 to 2008; the
projects which had the necessary changes made; when they are planned for completion; if a
value for money review is planned after 2008; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25862/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): As part of the
Value for Money (VFM) Review Initiative 2006-2008, the following VFM Reviews are being
carried out by my Department.

• Asylum/Immigration

• Prisons Capital Projects

• Staff Training and Development in the Courts Service

• IT Infrastructure & Systems in the Courts Service

• Assistance to Voluntary Bodies by the Probation Service

• Equality Authority

• Progress to Date on completing these reviews:

• Asylum/Immigration — Review completed.

• Prisons Capital Projects — Review completed.

• Staff Training and Development in the Courts Service — Review completed and
awaiting publication.

• IT Infrastructure & Systems in the Courts Service — Review commenced in 2008 and
due be completed by end 2008.

• The Probation Service — Assistance to Voluntary Bodies: Report completed and
awaiting publication.

• Equality Authority — Review recently commenced.

• Arrangements for the next round of reviews, which may cover the period 2009-2011, are
being considered by the Value for Money and Policy Review Central Steering Committee

Stáisiúin an Gharda Sı́ochána.

543. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Dlı́ agus Cirt, Comhionannais agus
Athchóirithe Dlı́ cathain atá sé chun cinnte a dhéanamh de go mbeidh stáisiún an Gharda
Sı́ochána ar fáil i mBaile Eoin, Áth Luimnı́, An Uaimh, Contae na Mı́. [25894/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): De réir alt 22
d’Acht an Gharda Sı́ochána, 2005, is ábhar a bhaineann le Coimisinéir an Gharda Sı́ochána, ar
an gcéad ásc, i gcomhthéacs an Phlean Bhliantúil Póilı́neachta, iad tograı́ i ndáil le stáisiúin
Gharda Sı́ochána a oscailt agus a dhúnadh. Tá curtha in iúl dom ag Údaráis an Gharda Sı́och-
ána go ndéanann Bainistı́ocht áitiúil an Gharda Sı́ochána faireachán ar threochtaı́ coireachta
agus riachtanais phóilı́neachta, agus go ndéanann siad iad a choimeád faoi athbhreithniú i
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gcónaı́, agus nı́l aon phleananna ann, an tráth seo, Stáisiún Garda Sı́ochána a bhunú i mBaile
Eoin, Co. na Mı́. Tá curtha in iúl dom, freisin, go ndéanann pearsanra faoi éide agus i ngnáthéa-
dach, de shiúl cos agus ar rothair shléibhe, mar aon le patróil taistil, patról go rialta ar na
limistéir a dtagraı́onn an Teachta dóibh. Ina theannta sin, tá comhalta den Aonad Póilı́neachta
Pobail leithroinnte, go lánaimseartha, chuig limistéar Bhaile Eoin den Uaimh.

Criminal Prosecutions.

544. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
sequence of events regarding arrest, conviction and conditions of early release regarding a
person (details supplied); if this person is unlawfully at large; if extradition proceedings are
outstanding against this person; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25905/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): While there is no
person matching the exact details provided by the Deputy, subsequent contact with the
Deputy’s office and further information provided has identified a non-Irish national who
appears to be the person referred to. On 8th April 2008 the person referred to was arrested
following an attempted burglary in Newcastle West, Co. Limerick. He was remanded in custody
and was sentenced at Bruff District Court on 1st May 2008. The court imposed two consecutive
terms of three months imprisonment, suspended on certain conditions.

On 5th May 2008, the person referred to was again arrested in Macroom Co. Cork for
offences contrary to the Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act 1994 and Immigration Regu-
lations. This man was committed to Cork Prison on 7 May, 2008 on foot of a warrant issued at
Listowel District Court to commence the six month prison sentence. He received an additional
2 month sentence on 21 May, 2008 in Macroom District Court for the offences for which he
was arrested on the 5th May, 2008.

This person was granted temporary release for one week on 4 June, 2008 subject to con-
ditions including a requirement to sign on daily at a Garda station, to reside at a particular
address, to keep the peace and to be of sober habits. He returned to the prison on 11 June, 2008
where he was again granted a period of temporary release consisting of one week’s duration. He
failed to return to custody as required and was deemed “at large” on 18 June, 2008. The Gardaı́
were subsequently notified of his status and he is therefore liable to arrest and immediate
return to prison custody.

In relation to extradition proceedings, I am unable to provide the Deputy with the infor-
mation sought since to do so could have the effect of alerting the person concerned whether
or not a request for their extradition or surrender under a European Arrest Warrant has
been received.

Asylum Applications.

545. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if
existing asylum applications under consideration by his Department at the time of enactment
of the Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill 2008 will fall under the existing legislation
or under the terms of the new Act; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25931/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): Section 136 of the
Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill 2008 contains provisions in relation to the treat-
ment of applications for asylum made prior to the coming into operation of the relevant pro-
visions of the new legislation. Subsection (9) provides that where, before the coming into oper-
ation of the subsection, a person has applied for asylum under section 8 of the Refugee Act
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1996 but has not been interviewed under section 11 of that Act, then the provisions of the new
legislation shall apply to the application as if it were an application for protection. Where the
person has been interviewed, the provisions of the Refugee Act 1996 shall continue to have
effect for the purpose of the disposal of the application.

Crime Statistics.

546. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
action he will take regarding a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [25938/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): Following the sub-
mission of a report and recommendations by an expert group on crime statistics, it was decided
that the compilation and publication of crime statistics should be taken over by the Central
Statistics Office, as the national statistical agency, from the Garda Sı́ochána. The Garda Sı́och-
ána Act 2005 consequently makes provision for this, and the CSO has established a dedicated
unit for this purpose. Crime statistics are provided by the CSO for the period beginning 2003.

I have requested the CSO to provide the statistics sought by the Deputy directly to him. The
figures for public order offences recorded for each Garda Division in the years 2000 to 2002
are available in the relevant Garda Annual Reports, copies of which are available in the
Oireachtas library.

One of the priorities set for the Garda authorities for 2008, under the Garda Sı́ochána Act
2005, is to combat, in cooperation with other agencies and the community generally, the prob-
lems of public disorder with particular emphasis on alcohol related behaviour (including under
age drinking) and socially disadvantaged communities especially through utilisation of the legal
mechanisms being made available, including behaviour warnings and closure orders.

Strong provisions are already in place to combat anti-social behaviour. The Criminal Justice
(Public Order) Act 1994 modernised the law in this regard. Furthermore, the Intoxicating
Liquor Act 2003 contains provisions to deal with alcohol abuse and its effect on public order.
In addition, the Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act 2003 provides the Garda with powers to
deal with late night street violence and anti-social conduct attributable to excessive drinking.

The Intoxicating Liquor Bill 2008 is currently before the House. The Bill contains a number
of important reforms of the licensing laws and public order legislation, with the aim of address-
ing the adverse consequences of alcohol abuse in our society. The measures being proposed are
a balanced response to problems caused by excessive alcohol consumption and binge drinking.

Current policing policy in the area concerned is predicated on the prevention of crime,
including crimes of violence against persons and property and drug-related crime, the preven-
tion of public order offences and the maintenance of an environment conducive to the improve-
ment of the quality of life of the residents. Specific initiatives and special operations are put
in place when analysis of criminal behaviour and crime trends indicate that such measures
are necessary.

Garda Deployment.

547. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
action he will take regarding a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [25939/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I am informed by
the Garda Commissioner that the number of Gardaı́ assigned to Community Policing in both
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Ronanstown and Lucan Garda Stations at 31 December 2000-2007 and at 31 May 2008, the
latest date for which figures are readily available, was as set out in the following table:

Station ’00 ’01 ’02 ’03 ’04 ’05 ’06 ’07 ’08

Ronanstown 11 9 12 13 16 13 12 12 10

Lucan 4 7 3 5 5 8 7 7 8

While these are the numbers of Gardaı́ specifically assigned to community policing, it is of
course the case that all Gardaı́ have a role to play in addressing community policing issues. In
that sense, community policing involves far more than a single unit within the Garda Sı́ochána,
and I agree with the view of the Garda Inspectorate, expressed in its most recent report, that
community policing is a fundamental policing philosophy and that there is a strong foundation
for it in Ireland. The Deputy will appreciate that, as with any large organisation, on any given
day personnel strengths of individual divisions, districts and stations may fluctuate due, for
example, to promotions, retirements and transfers.

It is the responsibility of the Garda Commissioner to allocate personnel throughout the Force
taking all relevant factors into account. In that regard, the needs of the Garda Stations referred
to by the Deputy will be fully considered by the Commissioner within the overall context of
the needs of Garda Divisions throughout the country.

Asylum Applications.

548. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the current or expected residency status in the case of a person (details supplied) in County
Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25960/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): I refer the Deputy
to Parliamentary Question No. 169 of Thursday, 19 June 2008 and the written Reply to that
Question.

The person concerned arrived in the State on 3 June 2003 and applied for asylum. His
application was refused following consideration of his case by the Office of the Refugee Appli-
cations Commissioner and, on appeal, the Refugee Appeals Tribunal.

Subsequently, in accordance with Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), the
person concerned was informed, by letter dated 18 June 2007, that the Minister proposed to
make a deportation order in respect of him. He was given the options, to be exercised within
15 working days, of leaving the State voluntarily, of consenting to the making of a deportation
order or of making representations to the Minister setting out the reasons why he should be
allowed to remain temporarily in the State. In addition, he was notified of his entitlement to
apply, by a specified date, for Subsidiary Protection in the State in accordance with the Euro-
pean Communities (Eligibility for Protection) Regulations, 2006 (S.I. No. 518 of 2006). The
person concerned did not submit any such application.

The case file of the person concerned will now be considered under Section 3 (6) of the
Immigration Act, 1999 (as amended) and Section 5 of the Refugee Act, 1996 (as amended) on
the prohibition of refoulement. When this latter consideration has been completed, the case
file of the person concerned is passed to me for decision.

Citizenship Applications.

549. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
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position regarding the application for naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied) in
Dublin 15; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25961/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): An application for
a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to in the Deputy’s Question was received
in the Citizenship Section of my Department in June 2006.

Officials in that Section inform me that processing of the application has commenced and
the file will be submitted to me for a decision in the near future.

Asylum System.

550. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
recommendations contained in a report (details supplied) on the asylum system in this country;
the steps which are being taken to implement these; the cost of the report; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [26040/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The report of the
Value for Money (VFM) review of Asylum and Immigration was published on my Depart-
ment’s website in November 2006.

The Review was carried out during a period of significant change, a key feature of which was
falling numbers of asylum applications in the State and very significant increases in numbers for
other immigration services. The review involved a combination of, inter alia, financial and
business analysis, resource mapping and allocation modelling and performance management.
The outcome of the review was a comprehensive series of recommendations clustered around
nine key areas.

A unique feature of the review was that it was a dynamic constantly evolving process. As
recommendations were agreed, the implementation cycle also began. This meant that by the
end of the Review, all of the recommendations had been accepted and implemented or were
at early stages of implementation. A key driver in the implementation of these recom-
mendations was the establishment of the Irish Naturalisation & Immigration Service (INIS) in
early 2005.

A framework for the ongoing implementation of the recommendations arising from the
Review has been in place since early 2007 in the form of a major Change Management initiat-
ive. This initiative included the establishment of a dedicated Change Management Unit in
February 2007. The work of the Unit involves the co-ordination of the INIS Change Manage-
ment Programme under the direction of a Change Management Project Board. The Change
Management Project Board is chaired by the Director General of the INIS and includes the
senior management of all agencies/ divisions in INIS. The key drivers of the change prog-
ramme are:

• the Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill 2008;

• IT developments;

• structural changes to INIS business units and procedures arising from the Bill, increased
business volumes and the need to improve staff development and customer services.

Six project teams have been established to support the implementation of the Change Manage-
ment Programme as follows:

1. Immigration Policy and Operations
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2. Single Procedure Transition Team

3. Shared Services and Structures

4. Communications and Training

5. Removals Policy and Operations

6. IT and Interoperability

The Project Teams report to the Change Management Project Board.

With regard to the Deputy’s specific query concerning the recommendations in the VFM
Report on the asylum system and the actions taken to date to implement them, the position is
as follows:

Recommendation 1.

Redeploy staff from the asylum agencies into DJELR Visa, Immigration and Citizenship.
Staff may be redeployed due to a 40% reduction in the volume of asylum applications between
2003 and 2004.

Actions to date: The Report set out a framework for the re-deployment of some 140 posts
from the asylum area to other immigration functions such as visa processing, citizenship services
and repatriation. This strategy for the movement of large numbers of staff to address changing
demands for the various services provided by the INIS — which is indicated by a fall in asylum
numbers and an increase in demands for other immigration services — has been ongoing for
some time now. Over 120 posts have been transferred to date from the asylum area to the
broader immigration function.

Recommendation 2.

Introduce a Shared Corporate Services to provide the necessary corporate support for the
immigration and asylum areas in the Department, ORAC, RAT and RIA.

Actions to date: INIS has established a Corporate Support Division to deal with accom-
modation, finance and personnel matters, management information and co-ordination func-
tions. It is intended to bring all corporate support matters in ORAC and RAT under its control
in due course having particular regard to the proposed new processing framework in the Immi-
gration, Residence and Protection Bill 2008. Under the Bill, which is currently at Committee
Stage in this House, the functions currently carried out by the Office of the Refugee Appli-
cations Commissioner (ORAC) will be subsumed into the INIS. The Bill also provides for the
Refugee Appeals Tribunal to be replaced by a statutory independent Protection Review
Tribunal.

IT services for INIS have also been centralised in the Department’s IT Division with policy
matters on IT developments being handled by relevant Divisions in INIS. The support of the
new AISIP (Asylum and Immigration Strategic Integration Programme) IT System is also being
planned with a shared services ethos in mind. The Department’s IT Division will be the hub
for these services, which will include upgrading centralised management reporting services.

Recommendation 3.

Establish a central source for the Country of Origin (COI) information supply, further con-
solidate research activities and performance improvement across the agencies and DJELR.
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Action to date: It has been decided that the Refugee Documentation Centre (RDC) which
operates under the auspices of the Legal Aid Board will act as the central COI source for
the INIS.

A new Country of Origin Document and Library Management System has been developed
to enhance the operational capacity of the RDC as part of the AISIP Project (Recommendation
7). This new system was launched in September 2007. The system enables users to view the
RDC library catalogue, COI documents and published ‘anonymised’ queries from their desktop
via a single user interface.

Recommendation 7.

Provide a single view of the client through an integrated case management, workflow and
scanning system for the entire process of immigration and asylum.

Actions to date: The contract for the development of a new case management system for the
asylum and immigration areas (project name AISIP — Asylum and Immigration Strategic
Integration Programme) has been signed and work has commenced. The key modules in the
AISIP System are:

• A Case Management System

• An Accommodation Management System

• A Country of Origin and Library Information System

• A File Tracking System

These modules will be integrated so as to provide an immediate overview of any case. Conse-
quently, details of a case from one end of a process right through to the other end will be
available (for example from asylum to refugee status to citizenship). The delivery of the AISIP
Project will greatly enhance the business capacity and the effectiveness of the INIS. INIS will
be moving from a number of aging, unlinked systems to a modern user-friendly integrated IT
system. The new system will ensure that INIS will have the ability to handle increasing work-
loads more efficiently, that more informed security decisions can be made and enhanced cus-
tomer service delivered.

Development work commenced on 1 January, 2007 and since then the Country of Origin
and Library Management System has been rolled out to the Refugee Documentation Centre
(Recommendation 3). The planned roll-out of the entire system is due by the end of 2009,
which includes the development of new modules for the Immigration, Residence and Protection
Bill 2008.

Recommendation 8.

Adopt a single procedure for all protection and other issues including a streamlined
removals process.

Actions to date: The introduction of a single protection procedure for the processing of
applications to remain in the State whether as a refugee, a person eligible for subsidiary protec-
tion or on any other grounds is included in the Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill
2008. This approach will replace the present multi-layered process which considers refugee
matters first and then, as part of a whole new process, issues associated with leave to remain
in the State.

323



Questions— 1 July 2008. Written Answers

[Deputy Dermot Ahern.]

A dedicated Single Procedure Transition Team has been established to ensure that the
planned new Applications Processing Office within INIS which will replace the ORAC will be
able to implement the protection aspects of the Bill after enactment. The Transition Team has
made considerable progress in the preparations to date for the implementation of the Bill.
Draft procedures for the processing of cases under the new Single Application Procedure and
training materials are under development along with documentation for protection applicants
such as questionnaires, standard letters, information notices, etc to support the implementation
of the new procedure.

With regard to the other recommendations in the VFM Report relating to the broader immi-
gration area, viz:

Recommendation 4.

Introduce a dedicated Service Development team in DJELR to progress critical organis-
ational initiatives such as implementing key change initiatives, developing guidelines governing
critical processes, designing and implementing management processes for performance and
service improvement.

Recommendation 5.

Make Organisational adjustments within DJELR to strengthen capacity with regard to oper-
ations and policy.

Recommendation 6.

Develop a focused Customer Service Model within DJELR.

Recommendation 9.

Co-ordinate activities on immigration through the formation of a new institutional struc-
ture, INIS.

In respect of which other initiatives have already been taken within INIS, the Deputy might
like to be aware that the Project Teams established under the INIS Change Management
Programme have been tasked with:

• the identification and implementation of the business processes and organisational struc-
tures arising under the Immigration Residence and Protection Bill 2008;

• the establishment of INIS-wide shared services opportunities such as those in the areas
of judicial review, customer service and family reunification arising under the 2008 Bill
and the AISIP project;

• the development and implementation of communications and training strategies and the
identification, and

• consideration of the opportunities available to optimise the integration of INIS IT
systems and the IT requirements arising under the 2008 Bill and other legislative
instruments.

It is within this framework that all of the Recommendations contained in the VFM report will
continue to be progressed in order to support the future delivery of asylum and immigration
services in an integrated fashion.

The cost of completing the Value for Money Review on Asylum and Immigration was
\146,867 (VAT inclusive).
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Asylum Applications.

551. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
number of persons granted leave to remain here on humanitarian grounds in each of the past
ten years; the corresponding number who were failed asylum seekers; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [26041/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): In the period 1998-
2008 a total of 2,355 persons were granted Leave to Remain in the State of whom 2,202 were
people who had sought asylum. A statistical breakdown on a year-by-year basis is set out in
the following table:

Year Leave to Remain Granted Asylum Seekers Granted Leave to
Remain

1998 2 2

1999 22 22

2000 11 11

2001 53 52

2002 99 93

2003 59 55

2004 210 183

2005 154 151

2006 217 206

2007 857 816

2008 (1 Jan-30 June) 671 611

Note: The above figures are correct as at 30/06/2008. There is a variation in leave to remain figures for recent years
due to the continuous updating of data to the information management system.

552. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
further to Parliamentary Question No. 212 of 14 November 2007, if he will provide complete
figures for 2007 and to date in 2008; if he will break down the figures for the years 2003 to
date in 2008 into the categories of those who failed to attend for interview, who fail to comply
with the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner and failure to notify change of
address; the number of applicants in each year who were served with a notice of intent to deport
and the number who were not; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26043/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): The Immigration
Act 2003, which was commenced on the 15th September 2003, contained a number of key
changes to the Refugee Act, 1996 which enabled the processing of asylum applications to be
speeded up and enhanced our ability to deal with abusive applications. These changes included
the imposition on applicants of a clear statutory duty to actively pursue their asylum appli-
cations and co-operate at all times with the processing agencies or face having their applications
deemed withdrawn.

The most common reasons for an application to be deemed withdrawn are where an appli-
cant fails to attend for an interview at the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner
(ORAC) without reasonable cause; an applicant fails to co-operate with the Refugee Appli-
cations Commissioner after having lodged his or her application; or an applicant fails to notify
the Commissioner of his or her postal address or change of address.

Since the commencement of the Immigration Act, 2003 recommendations are made by the
ORAC to the Minister that an application should be deemed withdrawn.
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Statistics are not maintained in a way which distinguishes between applications deemed with-
drawn on the basis of applicants failing to notify the Refugee Applications Commissioner of
their postal address or change of address and applications deemed withdrawn for other reasons.

The number of asylum applications deemed to be withdrawn in the period from 2003 to end
of May 2008 are set out in the following table (asylum applications deemed to be withdrawn
where the application was transferred to another Dublin Convention country are provided
separately below).

Asylum applications deemed withdrawn 2003-2008 (31/05)

Year Asylum applications deemed withdrawn

2003 402

2004 1,734

2005 802

2006 477

2007 1,777

2008 (31/05) 375

Section 13(2) of the Refugee Act (as amended) provides that there is no right of appeal against
a recommendation to deem an application withdrawn.

Where an asylum application is deemed to be withdrawn the applicant is served with a notice
of intent to deport under section 3(3)(a) of the Immigration Act, 1999. A person served with
a notice of intent to deport is afforded certain options, viz. to leave the State voluntarily; to
consent to the making of a Deportation Order; to make an application for subsidiary protection;
or to make representations in writing within 15 working days setting out reasons as to why a
Deportation Order should not be made and why temporary leave to remain in the State be
granted instead.

In determining whether to make a deportation order or grant temporary leave to remain in
the State, I must have regard to the eleven factors set out in Section 3(6) of the Immigration
Act, 1999, as amended, and Section 5 (Prohibition of Refoulement) of the Refugee Act, 1996,
as amended. Temporary leave to remain is considered in every case regardless of whether
representations are made by, or on behalf of, the persons concerned.

Statistics are not maintained in a way which distinguishes between deportations effected
arising from applications deemed to be withdrawn and other deportations. The overall number
of deportations issued and effected in the period from 2003 to end of May 2008 is set out in
the following table.

Deportation Orders Issued and Effected 2003-2008 (31/05)

Year All Deportation orders issued* All Deportation orders effected*

2003 1,960 591

2004 2,068 599

2005 2,185 396

2006 1,374 302

2007 404 135

2008 (31/05) 205 43

*Including failed asylum applicants.
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Section 22(8) of the Refugee Act (as amended) provides that where an asylum application has
been transferred to another Convention country for examination or to a safe third country, the
application shall be deemed to be withdrawn.

The number of asylum applications transferred to a Convention country in each of the years
since the Dublin II Regulation (Council Regulation (EC) No. 343/2003) was commenced on
1st September 2003 is set out in the following table:

Year No. of asylum applications transferred to Convention
countries

2003 0

2004 65

2005 209

2006 294

2007 225

2008 (31/05) 116

Residency Permits.

553. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
average waiting time for processing of a leave to remain application; the number of applications
awaiting decision; the number of applications decided in the past 12 months; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [26044/08]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Dermot Ahern): Applications for
Leave to Remain in the State are founded on the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration
Act 1999 (as amended). Under these provisions, persons who have no legal basis for being in
the State are afforded the following options; to leave the State voluntarily, to consent to deport-
ation or to submit, within a period of 15 working days, written representations to the Minister
for Justice, Equality and Law Reform setting out the reasons why they should be permitted to
remain temporarily in the State. The majority of persons faced with these choices opt for the
last named option and submit, or have submitted on their behalf, written representations in
support of an application for leave to remain in the State.

All such applications have to be considered on their individual merits under the eleven
separate headings set out in Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act, 1999 (as amended).

The Deputy might note that each case is considered individually and regardless of whether
or not written representations are submitted by, or on behalf of, the applicant. Following a
detailed examination of each individual case, including a consideration having regard to Section
5 of the Refugee Act, 1996 (as amended) on the prohibition of refoulement, a recommendation
is made as to whether a Deportation Order should be issued or temporary Leave to Remain
in the State granted.

At present, 8,915 such cases are recorded as awaiting decision. However, this figure includes
around 1,600 cases where applications for Subsidiary Protection in the State have been submit-
ted by the same persons. Where an application for Subsidiary Protection in the State has been
submitted in addition to an application for leave to remain, the Subsidiary Protection appli-
cation must first be considered.

Indications are that many of those whose cases are still awaiting decision may already have
left the State without notifying my Department of their having done so while others will have
submitted other applications for residency e.g. applications for permission to remain in the
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State on the basis of their marriage to an Irish or EU National. Decisions on these applications
must be finalised before their applications for leave to remain in the State can be finalised.

The Deputy will appreciate that the consideration of applications for leave to remain in the
State is a resource intensive process. It is not, however, possible to provide an average waiting
time for the processing of such applications, primarily because no two applications will be the
same in terms of their complexity.

The following table sets out the other statistical information requested by the Deputy.

Month Leave to Remain Granted Deportation Order Signed Total

June 75 9 84

July 64 37 101

August 78 74 152

September 28 60 88

October 17 72 89

November 47 28 75

December 63 0 63

January 109 85 194

February 94 64 158

March 98 26 124

April 118 33 151

May 94 18 112

Totals 885 506 1,391

Housing Aid for the Elderly.

554. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if he will assist and advise in the case of persons (details supplied) in Dublin
13. [25887/08]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Deputy Michael Finneran): The administration of the Housing Adaptation Grant Schemes for
Older People and People with a Disability, including the processing of individual applications,
is a matter for individual local authorities, in line with the conditions set down in the Housing
(Adaptation Grant Schemes for Older People and People with a Disability) Regulations 2007.

Pension Provisions.

555. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if he has any draft reports from the Comptroller and Auditor General; if so, when
he expects to publish these reports; if any of these reports refer to the local government pension
schemes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25254/08]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
The preparation of reports by the Controller & Auditor General is a matter solely for that
office and I have no function in the matter.

Grant Payments.

556. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
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Government the reason a person (details supplied) in County Mayo has not received their de-
stocking payment for 2008. [25260/08]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): I
understand that the person concerned is in the process of joining my Department’s National
Parks and Wildlife Service Farm Plan Scheme. His farm planner is at present drawing up the
plan and, subject to its approval, a de-stocking payment for 2008 will issue.

Compliance Costs.

557. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the dealings that he or agencies under the control of his Department have had
with the business sector which incur regulatory costs or compliance costs on behalf of business;
if he has identified the baseline cost profile for business associated with that activity; if he has
set targets for the reduction of these different cost items; and the cost and the target reduction
in each case. [25267/08]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
Data which would enable regulatory or compliance costs for the business sector, as referred to
in the question, to be established are not currently available. My Department, however, is
represented on the cross-Departmental High Level Group on Business Regulation, chaired by
the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment which is tasked with taking concrete
measures to reduce administrative burdens in five specific regulatory areas (including the
environment), based primarily on suggestions put forward by the business sector. It is planned
that a report on progress made by the group will be prepared for Government by the end of
July 2008.

At an EU level, the European Council agreed at its meeting in March 2007 that reducing
administrative burdens was an important measure for boosting Europe’s economy, especially
through its impact on SMEs. The Council agreed, therefore, that administrative burdens arising
from EU legislation should be reduced by 25% by 2012. My Department has been working
with the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment in contributing to this project.

In addition, arising from a Government decision in March 2008, Ireland has also set a
national target of 25% for the reduction in the administrative burden on businesses arising
from domestic regulations. The Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment is
coordinating the process and is currently finalising the approach and methodology for all
Departments to implement the Government decision.

Special Areas of Conservation.

558. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 628 of 17 April 2008, the percentage
damage to each bog listed as outlined in the review; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25277/08]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
The data requested in the question are available only in respect of some 48 raised bogs out of
a total of 139. I will arrange for the available information to be provided to the Deputy as soon
as possible.

Waste Management.

559. Deputy Seán Fleming asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
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Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 905 of 17 June 2008, the way he can issue
statistics regarding targets under the Waste Management (Packaging) Regulations 2007 in view
of the fact that the information regarding the number of major producers that comply with
their producer responsibility obligations under the self-compliance method and the amount of
waste dealt with through this system is not available in his Department and is only held by
local authorities; his views on whether his Department should have access to this information;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25321/08]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
National waste statistics for all waste streams, including packaging waste, are independently
produced and published by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). National Waste
Reports have been published in respect of the years 1995, 1998, 2001, 2004 and 2006 with
interim reports published for 2002, 2003 and 2005 respectively.

In the case of packaging waste specifically, national statistics are compiled by combining
information about packaging waste obtained through audited surveys of local authorities,
recycling organisations, landfill annual environmental reports, industry and the application of
composition factors derived from municipal waste characterisation surveys. In addition, the
EPA liaises with Repak on an ongoing basis to cross-check the reported recovery of packaging
waste collected in Ireland for the purposes of recovery.

Notwithstanding the position as set out above, Ireland is required under Directive 94/62/EC
on packaging and packaging waste to report in a prescribed format to the European Com-
mission on an annual basis in relation to the recovery and recycling of packaging waste in
Ireland. Data in the prescribed format are submitted each year by my Department to the
appropriate authorities in the Commission — the statistical data in Ireland’s annual packaging
reports are provided by the EPA and are derived, in the main, from that published in the
associated National Waste Report.

Regional Development.

560. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the measures used by him in measuring progress in respect of new gateway towns
(details supplied); the progress made since the special strategy 2002 on the measures for which
he has data for each of these towns; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25328/08]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
The National Development Plan (NDP) 2000-2006 identified the five cities of Dublin, Cork,
Limerick, Galway and Waterford as existing gateways to be key regional growth centres for
future regional investment and development. In addition, the NDP recommended the prep-
aration of a national spatial strategy to inform future investment decisions, secure more
balanced regional development and facilitate sustainable development in economic, social and
environmental terms. The National Spatial Strategy (NSS) 2002-2020 identified these existing
gateways together with a further four new national level gateways of Sligo, Dundalk, Letter-
kenny and Athlone/Tullamore/Mullingar as strategically located gateway cities and towns to act
as economic drivers for their wider regions, and nine hub towns to link those gateway regions.

Since the launch of the NSS in 2002 a significant and diverse range of implementation
measures have been undertaken, including the establishment of NSS implementation structures,
the adoption in 2004 of Regional Planning Guidelines (RPGs) and alignment during 2005 and
2006 of all City and County Development Plans with the RPGs ensuring a hierarchy of consist-
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ent plans are in place ranging from national to local level. This integrated planning framework
sets a critical context within which more specific NSS implementation activities can take place.

My Department has undertaken and commissioned extensive research to support the
development of the NSS Gateways and Hubs, and has published two studies that comprehen-
sively set out development issues and investment priorities in each of these locations. The two
reports, the Gateway Investment Priorities Study (2006) and the NSS Hubs — Development
Issues and Challenges (2007), which are both available on my Department’s website —
www.environ.ie, provide detailed descriptions of the current status of each of the gateways and
hubs and the progress being made to accelerate their growth, identify development issues and
challenges associated with these strategic locations and make recommendations to support and
advance their future growth. These findings and key recommendations are now being prior-
itised in the development plans for these cities and towns.

In addition the National Development Plan 2007-2013 attaches a high priority to more
balanced regional development and to securing progress on the various infrastructure projects
identified as essential to enhance the competitiveness of the Gateways informed by the Gate-
way Investment Priorities Study.

In tandem with the NDP annual reporting and monitoring, an NSS monitoring framework is
being developed to identify how investments are being prioritised and to assess how well the
NSS is working in practice, both in terms of policy alignment and key outputs achieved.

Election Management System.

561. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if he has plans to extend the voting rights in referenda to certain persons, to be
defined by law, who have been in the State for a long period of time but who have never
formally become Irish citizens. [25343/08]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): In
order to be able to vote at elections and referenda in this jurisdiction, a person’s name must
be entered in the register of electors for a constituency in the State in which the person ordi-
narily resides.

Subject to this primary requirement, the person’s citizenship then determines the polls at
which he or she is entitled to vote. Irish citizens who are registered to vote may vote at all
polls. British citizens may vote at Dáil, European and local elections; other EU citizens may
vote at European and local elections; and non-EU citizens may vote at local elections only.

While electoral law is subject to ongoing review, there are no proposals to alter the existing
arrangements along the lines referred to in the question.

Social and Affordable Housing.

562. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if the rules and regulations governing a housing association (details supplied) are
the same as the local authority housing rules and regulations. [25345/08]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Deputy Michael Finneran): Under my Department’s Capital Funding Schemes for voluntary
and co-operative housing, funding of up to 100% of the approved cost is available for the
provision of permanent accommodation for low-income families and persons with special hous-
ing needs where all proposed tenants have been assessed by the housing authority as being in
need of social housing.
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Approved housing bodies providing accommodation for persons with special housing needs,
such as the elderly, homeless or persons with disabilities, may retain nominating rights for up
to 25% of tenancies; in such cases, the terms of the Capital Assistance Scheme provide that
funding is subject to a limit of 95% of the approved cost.

The administration of the capital funding schemes, including the nomination of tenants from
the authority’s housing list, is the responsibility of the relevant housing authority.

Approved housing bodies are required to draw up terms and conditions, to the satisfaction
of the Housing Authority, for the management and maintenance of the dwellings provided
under the capital funding schemes, including tenancy agreements and lettings and rent policies
for tenants.

Planning Issues.

563. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government the average time it takes to process an appeal through An Bord Pleanála;
the number of appeals processed by the board each year since 2000 to date in 2008; if there
are staff and resource shortages at An Bord Pleanála; if he will allocate additional staff and
expertise resources from his Department to An Bord Pleanála; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [25378/08]

569. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if his attention has been drawn to the delays in An Bord Pleanála and the fre-
quency at which many appeals are extended beyond their due date and the costs and other
consequences which this is leading to; and if he will make immediate arrangements to ensure
that all appeals are dealt with within an appropriate timeframe in view of the downturn in the
construction industry. [25504/08]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 563 and 569 together.

Under Section 126 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, An Bord Pleanalá has a
statutory objective to determine appeals within 18 weeks. Where the Board does not consider
it possible or appropriate to reach a decision within 18 weeks (e.g. because of delays arising
from the holding of an oral hearing), it will inform the parties of the reasons for this, and will
indicate when it intends to make its decision.

The position in relation to appeals received by An Bord Pleanalá in the period since 2000 is
set out in the following table.

Year No. of Appeals Received No. of Appeals Disposed Average Length of Time
of to Process Appeal

(Weeks)

2008 (End May) 2,282 2,156 23.5

2007 6,664 6,163 19

2006 5,930 5,628 18

2005 5,946 5,387 15

2004 5,261 5,111 14

2003 4,743 4,743 16

2002 4,565 4,562 23

2001 5,422 5,105 25

2000 5,308 4,833 21
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The performance of the Board must be viewed in the context of record levels of case intake
over successive years 2004-2007 and the assumption, with effect from 31 January 2007, of signifi-
cant new functions under the Planning and Development (Strategic Infrastructure) Act 2006.

The intake of new appeal cases in 2007 increased by over 12% compared to 2006. Notwith-
standing a nearly 10% increase in cases determined, this resulted in a significant rise in the
workload in hand at the end of the year, and a deterioration in performance in relation to the
timeliness of decision making.

During 2007, the Board received 74 consultation requests and 33 planning applications
regarding proposed strategic infrastructure in the transport, energy and environment areas.

In recognition of the key role the Board plays in relation to delivery of local and national
infrastructure, the demands arising from sustained record levels of appeals over recent years
and the implementation of the 2006 Act, sanction was given in 2007 for a considerable increase
in the Board’s staffing resources. The total authorized staff complement has increased by 26%
to 172, while Board membership rose from 10 to 11 with the appointment of an additional
temporary Board member.

The Board has expressed confidence that with a lower intake of cases this year, the increased
resources made available and other measures to improve productivity, considerable progress
will be made over 2008 towards achieving the strategic target of determining appeal cases
within an 18-week period.

Water and Sewerage Schemes.

564. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government when work will be begin on a scheme (details supplied) in County Limerick; and
if he will make a statement on a matter. [25391/08]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
The Drumcollogher, Hospital, Pallasgreen and Bruff Sewerage Scheme is included in my
Department’s Water Services Investment Programme 2007-2009 as a scheme to begin construc-
tion in 2009. My Department is awaiting submission of Limerick County Council’s Preliminary
Report for the scheme.

Local Authority Housing.

565. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government when a decision is expected on the redevelopment of a building (details
supplied) in Dublin 1. [25435/08]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Deputy Michael Finneran): I refer to the reply to Question No. 465 of 29 April, 2008. The
position is unchanged.

Social and Affordable Housing.

566. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government if, in view of the crisis affecting residents of an area (details supplied)
additional funding will be made available to Dublin City Council to purchase apartments or
houses in Dublin 7. [25436/08]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Deputy Michael Finneran): Following the announcement on 19 May 2008 that the project in
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question would not now be going ahead as planned, my Department and Dublin City Council
have met on a number of occasions to examine the options available for ensuring that this
regeneration can proceed. In addition, the City Council has undertaken to review all of the
options available for advancing this project, taking account of the outcome of ongoing dis-
cussions with the developer.

It would be premature to consider alternative funding models for the project in advance of
a clear outcome from these discussions. In any event, all funding for social housing in 2008 has
been fully allocated, with some 21% of the total national funding set aside to support the
construction and regeneration programme in Dublin City.

The welfare of the residents of O’Devaney Gardens remains the priority for the City Council
and for my Department. Every effort is being made to offer alternative accommodation to the
remaining residents and, accordingly, I understand that priority is being given to these tenants
under the City Council’s allocations policy.

Water and Sewerage Schemes.

567. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the status with regard to progress including a time-frame from commencement to
completion of the Bunclody main drainage system in County Wexford; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [25452/08]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): The
Bunclody Sewerage Scheme is approved for funding under my Department’s Water Services
Investment Programme 2007-2009 as part of the Rural Towns and Villages Initiative.

Wexford County Council’s tender recommendations for the wastewater treatment plant and
for the upgrading of the collection system are being examined in my Department and are being
dealt with as quickly as possible. Once approved, the Council will be in a position to award the
contracts and to arrange for commencement and completion of the works.

Departmental Correspondence.

568. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if he will respond to correspondence from a person (details supplied); and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [25455/08]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Deputy Michael Finneran): A reply to the representations made on behalf of the individual
concerned will issue shortly.

Question No. 569 answered with Question No. 563.

Housing Aid for the Elderly.

570. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Govern-
ment, further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 568 of 20 May 2008 and 406 of 24 June 2008, if
he will provide extra funding to Clare County Council to operate the housing adaptation grant
schemes (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25523/08]

574. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the funding allocated to South Tipperary County Council to operate the housing
adaptation grant for the elderly and the housing adaptation grant for people with disabilities;
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the number of applicants facilitated under both schemes to date; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [25714/08]

586. Deputy Paul Connaughton asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the amount of moneys provided by his Department to fund the disabled persons
and essential repairs grants to local authorities in 2006 and 2007; if his attention has been drawn
to the long waiting lists where many elderly people have to wait for periods of up to three years
to have their applications approved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25871/08]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Deputy Michael Finneran): I propose to take Questions Nos. 570, 574 and 586 together.

Under the terms of the Disabled Persons and Essential Repairs Grant Schemes, my Depart-
ment recoups 66% of the expenditure on individual grants to local authorities. Information on
local authority activity under the schemes in 2006 is published in my Department’s Annual
Housing Statistics Bulletin, copies of which are available in the Oireachtas Library and on my
Department’s website, www.environ.ie; comparable data for last year will be contained in the
2007 Annual Bulletin to be published shortly. The administration of the Disabled Persons and
Essential Repairs Grant Schemes, including the processing of individual applications, is a
matter for individual local authorities. All applications received under the Disabled Persons
and Essential Repairs Grant Schemes prior to 1 November 2007 are being dealt with under
the terms of those schemes and local authorities are encouraged to process the remaining
applications in a sympathetic and flexible manner, having regard to the needs of the applicants.

Following my Department’s review of the Schemes, a revised framework of grant aid was
implemented in November 2007 to assist older people and people with a disability with their
accommodation needs. One of the primary aims of the review was to streamline the administra-
tive and operational procedures governing the schemes thereby ensuring that applicants would
not be subject to undue delays in accessing grants.

The revised Housing Adaptation Grant Schemes for Older People and People with a Dis-
ability, which replaced the old Disabled Persons and Essential Repairs Grant Schemes, provide
for systems of medical prioritisation, standardisation of costs, flexibility regarding quotations
and improved arrangements for the use of Occupational Therapists and access to contractors.
These mechanisms enable authorities to manage the schemes efficiently and to tackle any
backlogs of applications which may have built up.

Combined capital allocations of \1,343,550 and \1,308,060 were notified to South Tipperary
County Council and Clare County Council, respectively, on 21 May 2008 for the operation of
the Housing Adaptation Grant Schemes for Older People and People with a Disability in
private houses in 2008. The revised schemes are funded by 80% recoupment available from
my Department, together with 20% contribution from the resources of the local authority. It
is a matter for local authorities to decide on the specific level of funding to be directed towards
each of the schemes, from within the combined allocation notified to them by my Department,
and to manage the operation of the schemes in their area from within this allocation.

Requests for additional funding for the operation of the schemes are dealt with in the context
of the reallocation of surplus resources from other local authorities and, as such, allocations
provided to local authorities are generally revised during the course of the year where expendi-
ture is higher or lower than anticipated. Applications for additional funding from authorities
will be considered by my Department in the light of any savings emerging later in the year in
other local authority areas.
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The most recent information received from South Tipperary County Council regarding
activity under the Housing Adaptation Grant Schemes for Older People and People with a
Disability at 12 June 2008, is set out as follows.

South Tipperary County Council

Scheme Applications Received Applications approved

Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability 1,304

Mobility Aids Grant 746

Housing Aid for Older People Grant 1,870

Planning Issues.

571. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if he will take steps to clarify the interpretation of definitions relating to retail
bulky goods under the Planning Acts; and if he write to all local authorities in respect of this
clarification in the interest of consistency across all local authorities. [25527/08]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Retail Planning were published by my Department in
January 2005. These Guidelines reviewed and revised the 2000 Guidelines for Planning Auth-
orities on Retail Planning and dealt in detail with retail warehouses, i.e. those premises which
sell bulky household goods. The Guidelines were issued under section 28 of the Planning and
Development Act 2000 which requires planning authorities and An Bord Pleanála to have
regard to them in the performance of their functions.

Annex 1 to the Guidelines contains a glossary of terms and, inter alia, states that retail bulky
goods are goods generally sold from retail warehouses where DIY goods or goods such as
flatpack furniture are of such a size that they would normally be taken away by car and not be
manageable by customers travelling by foot, cycle or bus, or that large floor areas would be
required to display them e.g. furniture in room sets, or goods though not large themselves,
which would where part of a collective purchase be bulky e.g. wallpaper or paint.

The Guidelines also state that a retail warehouse is a single-level store specialising in the
sale of bulky household goods catering mainly for car-borne customers and often in out-of-
centre locations.

The interpretation of planning guidelines in individual cases is a matter for each planning
authority and An Bord Pleanála, on appeal.

Aquaculture Licences.

572. Deputy Beverley Flynn asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if an application was received by the National Parks and Wildlife Service to carry
out an environmental impact study on behalf of a person (details supplied) in County
Mayo. [25528/08]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): My
Department has no record of an application under either the company or individual name or
address referred to in the question.
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Aquaculture licensing is the responsibility of the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries & Food,
although the Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government is a statutory
consultee.

Election Management System.

573. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if voter turnout is calculated as a percentage of persons eligible to vote, or as
a percentage of electors on the electoral register; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25706/08]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
Percentage voter turnout figures prepared and published by my Department following elections
and referendums are calculated by expressing the total votes cast as a percentage of those who
are on the register of electors and eligible to vote at the election or referendum in question.

Question No. 574 answered with Question No. 570.

Ethics in Public Office Act.

575. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if, during or following his meetings from 13 to 20 March 2005 with Chinese Vice
Minister Zhu Guangyao and Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs Zonghuai of China, he received
gifts; if so, the gifts he received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25740/08]

576. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if, during or following his meeting in 2005 with the Minister for Environment of
Singapore, he received gifts; if so, the gifts he received; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25741/08]

577. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if, during or following his meeting on 31 January 2005 with Ambassador Amr
Helmy of Egypt, he received gifts; if so, the gifts he received; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [25742/08]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 575 to 577, inclusive, together.

I can confirm that I received no gifts from Ambassador Amr Helmy of Egypt when he made
a courtesy call to me in Dublin in January 2008. There is no record of any gifts being received
by my predecessor during his trip to China and Singapore in March 2005.

Housing Aid for the Elderly.

578. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the amount of funding allocated to South Tipperary County Council or to south
Tipperary residents through the Health Service Executive every year since 2000 for various
housing grants including planned allocations for 2008; if she will provide this information as a
table, including figures for housing aid for the elderly, mobility grants scheme, housing adaption
for people with disabilities, housing aid for older people and people with a disability; and the
amount that was allocated to south Tipperary for these funds as a total each year and including
the planned figures for 2008. [25774/08]
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579. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the number of applicants for housing aid for the elderly from the south Tipperary
area every year since its creation; and the number of successful applicants. [25775/08]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Deputy Michael Finneran): I propose to take Question Nos. 578 and 579 together.

The Special Housing Aid for the Elderly Scheme is currently administered by a Task Force
under the aegis of my Department and operated at a local level by the Health Service Execu-
tive. Funding is provided to the Health Service Executive on a regional basis and it is a matter
for the HSE to apportion funding within regions. Details of the allocations made available to
the former South Eastern Health Board and current HSE South region, which includes South
Tipperary, in the period specified are set out in the following tables:

Health Board 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

South Eastern \1,031,027 \1,206,250 \1,310,086 \1,284,000 \1,920,000 \2,660,000 — — —

Health 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Service

Executive

Southern — — — — — — \4,800,000 \3,498,000 *\3,000,000

*Initial allocation for 2008.

Capital allocations for South Tipperary County Council during the same period in respect of
the old Disabled Persons and Essential Repairs Grant Schemes and the new Housing Adap-
tation Grant Scheme for Older People and People with a Disability, which became operational
on 1 November 2007, are set out in the following table:

South Tipperary 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
County Council

Capital Allocations \770,524 \1,097,044 \2,074,825 \972,255 \1,981,521 \1,537,123 \1,690,228 \1,323,593 \1,343,550

It is a matter for the local authority to decide on the specific level of funding to be directed
towards each of the schemes, from within the combined allocation notified to them from my
Department, and to manage the operation of the schemes in their area from within this
allocation.

The detailed information sought on localised activity under these schemes, including
decisions on individual applications, is not available in my Department.

Water and Sewerage Schemes.

580. Deputy Ulick Burke asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the number of submissions of design and planning received from Galway County
Council for the sanction and approval for sewerage and water schemes that are with his Depart-
ment; the period of time each scheme is awaiting approval; the estimated cost of each; the
length of time these projects will be detained in his Department before they are released to
the council for works to begin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25799/08]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
The information requested is being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon
as possible.
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World Heritage Status.

581. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if he has completed the review of the tentative list for the world heritage status;
when such a review will be commenced and finished; when the findings of that review will be
published; if this review will meet the deadline in order that changes will be on time to be
considered for world heritage status in 2008; and if this review will update the situation regard-
ing the Rock of Cashel. [25811/08]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): In
April 2008, I announced a UNESCO World Heritage Programme for the coming years, with
the objective of identifying and inscribing on UNESCO’s World Heritage List those Irish Heri-
tage sites deemed to be of outstanding universal value. As part of this process, Ireland’s current
tentative list, which dates back to 1992, will be reviewed and a new tentative list will be estab-
lished with an agreed programme of applications to UNESCO.

I expect to get the review of the tentative list underway very shortly. The review will be
overseen by an independent Expert Advisory Panel representative of both national and inter-
national experts. The terms of reference for this Advisory Panel will also include the prioritis-
ation of sites on the new tentative list for nomination to UNESCO. Local stakeholder consul-
tation in line with UNESCO recommendations for the development of tentative lists will be
incorporated into the review process.

The nomination and inscription process for world heritage sites takes approximately two
years from submission of the nomination application to actual inscription. I am currently engag-
ing consultants to progress the nomination process for the Clonmacnoise site, which is on the
current tentative list, for February 2009. If this application is successful the site will be inscribed
on the World Heritage List in 2010. All of the remaining seven sites on the current tentative
list, including the Rock of Cashel, will be considered in the context of the review.

Strategy on Homelessness.

582. Deputy Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 396 of 24 June 2008, if his attention
has been drawn to the research carried out by the Homeless Agency in 2007 and published in
part in the agency newsletter Cornerstone; his views on whether this research shows that the
issue of homelessness among non-Irish citizens is a more pressing issue than the 2005 housing
needs assessment data would suggest, particularly in the Dublin area; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [25813/08]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Deputy Michael Finneran): I refer to the reply to Question No. 396 of 24 June 2008 in which
I indicated that local authorities are currently carrying out the 2008 statutory housing needs
assessment. The outcome of this assessment will provide a reliable indicator of trends in home-
lessness, including nationality, as they will be directly comparable with the results of the 2005
assessment.

I am aware of the research referred to in the question. My Department has regard to relevant
research by the Homeless Agency in the development and implementation of policy relating
to homelessness.

Water and Sewerage Schemes.

583. Deputy Eamon Gilmore asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
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Government his intentions with regard to the proposed new Shanganagh waste water scheme
in County Dublin in view of his plans for other waste water treatment plants in the greater
Dublin area, the length of time which has elapsed since the EIS, and the changes which have
occurred in the meantime in construction activity, population projections and waste water treat-
ment technologies and the considerable concerns in the neighbourhood, relating to environ-
mental and traffic aspects of the proposed scheme; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25821/08]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown County Council’s tender recommendation for the Bray-Shanganagh
Wastewater Treatment Plant is being examined in my Department and is being dealt with as
quickly as possible. The Environmental Impact Statement certified in October 2001 set out
population projections to 2020 which were taken into account in the tender process for the
treatment plant.

The treatment plant contract is being procured under a Design/Build/Operate contract. This
form of performance based procurement is intended to encourage innovative technical sol-
utions and to produce greater efficiency and cost effectiveness in both the construction and
operational phases. Management of the contract, when placed, will be a matter for the local
authority. The provision of the Wastewater Treatment Plant was taken into account in the
Greater Dublin Strategic Drainage Study.

Architectural Heritage.

584. Deputy Joe Costello asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if he proposes to take the national monument of 14, 15, 16 and 17 Moore Street
into public ownership; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25823/08]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
The national monument at 14, 15, 16 and 17 Moore Street is the subject of a Preservation
Order under section 8 of the National Monuments Act, 1930, as amended. I have no proposals
to take the national monument into public ownership.

Value for Money Reviews.

585. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the measures agreed for his Department under the Value for Money Review 2006
to 2008; the projects which had the necessary changes made; when they are planned for com-
pletion; if a value for money review is planned after 2008; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [25858/08]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government has five reviews for
completion in the 2006-2008 period.

No. Topic Completion date

1 Online Motor Tax December 2006

2 Preliminary Review of the Rental Accommodation Scheme December 2006

3 Rural Water Programme December 2007

4 Ex post review of the ERDF element of the water Services Infrastructure December 2008
Provision of the Economic and Social Infrastructure OP

5 Rental Accommodation Scheme — follow up on preliminary review December 2008
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The recommendations in the completed reports will inform the future development and imple-
mentation of capital schemes by my Department and local authorities. It is understood that
arrangements for the next round of reviews, that may cover the period 2009-2111, are being
considered by the Value for Money and Policy Review Central Steering Committee in the
Department of Finance.

Question No. 586 answered with Question No. 570.

Local Authority Housing.

587. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the amount allocated to Kildare County Council in respect of the social housing
investment programme in each of the years 2002 to 2008; and the breakdown of the allocation
between various schemes and the amount actually spent in each year to 31 December 2007.
[25928/08]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Deputy Michael Finneran): The following table gives the allocation and expenditure for
Kildare County Council from 2002 to 2008.

Year Allocation Expenditure

2002 27,000,000 23,975,100

2003 19,000,000 10,245,200

2004 19,000,000 14,003,786

2005 26,000,000 29,527,329

2006 36,000,000 32,206,139

2007 45,000,000 40,663,760

2008 45,000,000

Detailed information on the number of houses built by housing authorities is available in my
Department’s Annual and Quarterly Housing Statistics Bulletins, which are available on my
Department’s website www.environ.ie and in the Oireachtas Library.

Water and Sewerage Schemes.

588. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that his Departmental Circular L5/08
of 6 May 2008 has implications for significant pollution risks by delaying a project (details
supplied) in County Kildare; if he will reconsider his decision in view of the increasing risk to
public health created by his decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25929/08]

589. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if his attention has been drawn to the fact that his Departmental Circular L5/08
of 6 May 2008 has serious implications for the delivery of an augmentation of domestic waste
supply by delaying a project (details supplied) in County Kildare; if he will reconsider his
decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25930/08]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 588 and 589 together.

I refer to the reply to Question No. 273 of 22 May 2008.
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Since then, the Minister for Finance has agreed that, in order to avoid delay in project
delivery, there should be some flexibility in relation to the application of the new forms of
fixed price contract and that, subject to certain conditions, tenders for water services contracts
received before 6 May 2008 (the date of my Department’s Circular L5/08) using the old form
of contract should be allowed to proceed. Tenders for the collection network contracts under
the Lower Liffey Valley Sewerage Scheme were received prior to 6 May 2008 and accordingly
this contract may now proceed. I understand that tenders have yet to be invited for Phase 2 of
the Kildare Water Supply Scheme (Castlewarden to Ballygoran).

Departmental Staff.

590. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the action he will take regarding a matter (details supplied); and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [25936/08]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Deputy Michael Finneran): The establishment of the Private Residential Tenancies Board
(PTRB) has provided a strong regulatory framework for the private rented residential sector.
Since its establishment, the Board has achieved considerable success in the registration of
tenancies, with in excess of 220,000 tenancies now registered, compared to no more than 30,000
under the previous system of registration.

The PRTB has a function of reviewing the operation of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004
and of making recommendations for the amendment of the Act and any other related enact-
ments, where this is considered necessary. The PRTB has recently identified possible amend-
ments to the Act that may enhance the Board’s operations, and these are being considered by
my Department.

The operation of the dispute resolution service under the 2004 Act is the responsibility of
the PRTB itself, given its independent statutory status under the Act. I am conscious that an
efficiently operating disputes resolution system is a central part of the Board’s work. I under-
stand that the PRTB is currently reviewing its operations and processes in the context of
developing a new Corporate Plan, within which priority attention will be given to the optimis-
ation of all aspects of the Board’s work, including its disputes resolution service. Having fully
provided for the funding of the PRTB’s activities each year since its establishment in 2004 and
having also recently secured a significant increase in the Board’s permanent staff from 26 to
40, which is the full complement requested, I am satisfied that the resources now in place are
sufficient to allow the Board to address issues arising from its Corporate Plan and discharge
its functions efficiently and effectively.

National Parks.

591. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the action he will take regarding a matter (details supplied); and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [25937/08]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): As
indicated in the reply to Question No. 277 of 21 May 2008, it is an objective of South Dublin
County Council’s Development Plan to investigate the feasibility of extending the Liffey Valley
Special Amenity Area Order to further lands, including part or all of St Edmundsbury and
Woodville lands. I support the extension of this Order to enhance the protection of the Liffey
Valley, which is a major amenity for the people of Dublin.
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My Department is currently in discussion with the local authority on how this objective can
be achieved in a timely manner and on the extent of the area to be covered by any such Order.
I am hopeful of an early outcome to this work.

Water and Sewerage Schemes.

592. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Govern-
ment further to Parliamentary Question No. 434 of 22 April 2008, the status of Doolin and
Ballyvaughan sewerage schemes, Country Clare; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [25948/08]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
Further to the reply to Question No. 434 of 22 April 2008, I understand that the position
relating to the Doolin and Ballyvaughan sewerage schemes is unchanged.

Special Areas of Conservation.

593. Deputy Tom Sheahan asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the reason he is closing the mussel industry in Cromane, County Kerry through
his proposal to designate the area where they harvest their mussels seed as a special area of
conservation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25988/08]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
The foreshore adjacent to Cromane, Co. Kerry has been designated under the EU Habitats
Directive (92/43/EEC) as Castlemaine Harbour candidate Special Area of Conservation by
reason of its Annex I marine habitats: mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low
tide, and estuaries, amongst others.

My Department has not objected to any currently licensed aquaculture within this site which
includes areas for both blue mussels and pacific oysters.

The Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food is the responsible authority for licensing
activities of this nature although I, as Minister, am a statutory consultee.

Water and Sewerage Schemes.

594. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Govern-
ment the status of the sewerage schemes (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [26033/08]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
The combined Kilkee and Kilrush Sewerage Scheme has been approved for funding under my
Department’s Water Services Investment Programme 2007-2009.

Additional information submitted by Clare County Council in relation to the Preliminary
Reports for the scheme is under examination in my Department and is being dealt with as
quickly as possible.

595. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Govern-
ment the status of a sewerage scheme (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [26034/08]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
The Cooraclare Sewerage Scheme is included in my Department’s Water Services Investment
Programme 2007-2009 as a scheme to begin construction in 2008.
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My Department approved grant assistance of \1.016m for the scheme in November 2006 and,
under devolved procedures, procurement of the works is a matter for Clare County Council.

Water and Sewerage Schemes.

596. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Govern-
ment the status of the sewerage schemes (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [26035/08]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
The combined Ennistymon, Liscannor, Miltown Malbay and Spanish Point Sewerage Scheme
is included in my Department’s Water Services Investment Programme 2007-2009 as a scheme
to begin construction in 2008.

I approved funding of \10.392m for the scheme in August 2007 following my Department’s
examination of Clare County Council’s Preliminary Report and Water Services Pricing Policy
Report. I understand that the Council is engaged in a review of the scheme based on the
funding available.

597. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Govern-
ment the status of the sewerage schemes (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [26036/08]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
The combined O’Callaghans Mills, Bodyke, O’Briensbridge, Flagmount & Cratloe Sewerage
Scheme is approved for funding under my Department’s Water Services Investment Prog-
ramme 2007-2009.

My Department is awaiting submission of Clare County Council’s Preliminary Report for
the scheme.

Waste Management.

598. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the situation regarding toxic waste at Haulbowline County Cork with details of
the volume and type of waste present there; the action he will take to provide a solution to
this problem; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26046/08]

599. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if he will make a statement on the steps he is taking to clean up the former Irish
Steel Plant at Haulbowline, County Cork; and his views on reports that contaminated waste
containing chromium 6 and other toxic materials is being covered up rather than removed from
the site. [26047/08]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): I
propose to answer question Nos. 598 and 599 together.

Irish Ispat went into liquidation in June 2001, having been in difficulty for some time.
Initially, the liquidator took over the company’s lease on lands and foreshore at Haulbowline
Island, Cobh, Co Cork. The State, acting through the Department of the Environment, Heri-
tage and Local Government in a co-ordinating role, took over custody of the site from the
liquidator in June 2003, as mandated by Government.
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The mandate required the Department to co-ordinate all legal actions in relation to the site
and to cover issues such as ongoing site security, maintenance and other such issues arising
once the site was vacated by the liquidator, and also to enable a site investigation to be carried
out to assist in determining the best option, environmentally and economically, for site
remediation.

Steelworks have operated on Haulbowline since 1939 and at a time when such industrial
activities were poorly regulated. Inevitably, the nature of the activity generated very large
quantities of hazardous wastes which were dumped on the island in an area which became
known as the East Tip.

Since 2004 the Department in complying with its mandate from Government has:
coordinated all legal actions in relation to the site; carried out a comprehensive site investi-
gation; set-up ongoing environmental monitoring; decontaminated and demolished the steel-
works buildings; and arranged for a site surface clearance contract with Hammond Lane Metal
Company Ltd.

These steps have now brought the site to a position where the Government can make an
informed decision as to its future use and where a detailed risk assessment of the entire site
with recommendations for the appropriate remediation required can be undertaken.

The particular issue which has arisen relates to the uncovering by a sub-contractor of sub-
surface waste. Sub-surface excavation of waste was not part of the Department’s contract with
Hammond Lane Ltd. Owing to the potential extent and nature of the waste, a lack of clarity
around the minimum works required to remove it, the potentially wide range of practical
measures which might be necessary to remove the risk of pollution and the fact that removal
or remedial works conducted in a piecemeal fashion might itself cause environmental pollution,
it was the considered view of the Department, following consultations with the Environmental
Protection Agency and Cork County Council, that the required course of action in the short
term would be to cap the exposed waste with inert slag material. As stated a detailed risk
assessment of the entire site will be necessary once it is vacated on completion of the site
surface clearance contract and when the Government has decided on the proposed future use
of the site.

This was not acceptable to one of Hammond Lane’s sub-contractors which expressed concern
that liability might accrue to it as a consequence of any impact which the disturbed material
might cause. By way of reassurance, and in the context of the then proximity of the end of the
planned surface clearance works, the Department wrote to the contractor on 18 April 2008
advising that the back-filling approach was what was required. It was stated that the manage-
ment of the area which had been disturbed would fall to be determined by the Government in
the context of the pending decision on the overall future of the site and the resultant more
comprehensive remediation which might be required. The contractor was also assured that it
would not be expected to accept future liability.

Despite these assurances and repeated instructions to stop unauthorised works relating to
the sub-surface waste, including by letter from the Chief State Solicitor on 23 May 2008, the
sub-contractor refused to leave the site and continued to operate without authorisation and in
a piecemeal fashion causing a potential threat to the environment.

Following legal advices the contract with Hammond Lane Metal Company Ltd. was termin-
ated with immediate effect on 30 May 2008, with instructions to vacate the site by 17.00 hours
Tuesday, 3 June 2008. The sub-contractors still refused to vacate the site and continued to
operate without authorisation. They only finally left the site following discussions with the main
contractor, Hammond Lane Metal Company Ltd, the only company with which the Department
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had a contractual relationship. The Department has engaged consultants to carry out an inde-
pendent and rigorous assessment of site conditions following the extensive unauthorised works
by the sub-contractors. This assessment, which will begin in the coming week, will involve
analysis of soil, slag, dust, surface and ground water samples for all likely contaminants, includ-
ing heavy metals such as chromium.

The consultants previously carried out an extensive intrusive site investigation in 2005 which
indicated no evidence of any immediate threat to human health or the environment and they
are best suited to determine the best way forward in securing the site from an environmental
and health and safety point of view in the short term, and pending a Government decision on
its future use.

Test results will be assessed against baseline data from the previous investigation which was
carried out between August and October 2005 and in the course of which 35 boreholes were
drilled on the site and a further 4 offshore. A total of 34 trial pits were also excavated across
the site. Geotechnical and environmental samples were taken for a pre-determined suite of
analyses. Environmental and geotechnical samples were collected from both the trial pits and
the boreholes. Marine sediments and two rounds of groundwater and gas samples were also
taken for analysis.

The Department is currently finalising a report to update the Government on the outcome
of the extensive site investigation and the interim works carried out since 2004. Decisions
by Government on the future use of the site will determine the level and extent of further
remediation required.

My Department and other relevant agencies are properly engaged in the management of this
legacy site in a manner which is consistent with good practice and minimisation of risk to
human health and the environment. A coherent overall approach rather than piecemeal action,
which could inadvertently cause problems to the local community and the environment, must
be taken and that is the objective being pursued by my Department.

Compliance Costs.

600. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the dealings that he or agencies under the control of his Department have had with
the business sector which incur regulatory costs or compliance costs on behalf of business; if
he has identified the baseline cost profile for business associated with that activity; if he has
set targets for the reduction of these different cost items; and the cost and the target reduction
in each case. [25265/08]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): In
March last the Government decided that the administrative burden of regulations and business
should be cut by 25%. The Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment, is
charged with coordinating and monitoring progress by each Department.

The Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment is currently finalising the approach
and methodology to implement the Government decision. In basic terms, all Departments will
be required to identify the “Information Obligations” which their regulations impose on busi-
ness and to prioritise and measure the most costly requirements. After the measurement of the
priority areas, Departments will review the situation to see how the 25% reduction can best be
achieved. In that context, my Department, along with other Departments, will begin the process
by drawing up a list of relevant legislation operating under its aegis, which imposes a burden
on the business sector.
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Energy Efficiency Schemes.

601. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the position, in tabular form, on the greener homes scheme grant; and the amount
of money that has been granted under this scheme per month from April 2006 to date in 2008
to householders seeking to make their homes more energy efficient. [25497/08]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The
following table shows the total amount of grant paid and the number of payments to house-
holders per month since the launch in 2006 of the Greener Homes Scheme to end May 2008.

Number of Payments Amount of Grant Paid

\

Apr-06 0 0

May-06 0 0

Jun-06 5 10,900

Jul-06 50 150,346

Aug-06 107 328,304

Sep-06 188 577,578

Oct-06 219 709,606

Nov-06 426 1,390,748

Dec-06 346 1,139,511

Jan-07 379 1,285,534

Feb-07 510 1,720,197

Mar-07 572 1,971,200

Apr-07 551 1,858,614

May-07 598 2,058,025

Jun-07 730 2,510,842

Jul-07 476 1,597,794

Aug-07 753 2,378,771

Sep-07 782 2,278,989

Oct-07 838 2,635,747

Nov-07 1,270 3,801,759

Dec-07 926 2,657,974

Jan-08 675 1,927,443

Feb-08 716 1,946,585

Mar-08 617 1,696,239

Apr-08 566 1,534,356

May-08 714 1,801,996

13,014 39,969,058

602. Deputy Joanna Tuffy asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the position regarding the pilot grant scheme for people who wish to insulate their
homes including those who can apply for this grant; the number of grants that have been made
to date; the amount of money that has been set aside for this scheme; and the amount that was
spent to date. [25498/08]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I
launched the Pilot Home Energy Saving Scheme in April with a budget of \5 million for 2008.
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The Scheme is designed to incentivise homeowners to improve the energy efficiency of their
homes, thus reducing energy use and greenhouse gas emissions. The Scheme is primarily aimed
at older housing stock which is likely to be most in need of energy efficiency retrofitting. The
Pilot Scheme is being administered by Sustainable Energy Ireland (SEI), together with two
local energy agencies.

The Scheme is operating on a pilot basis this year in three geographical areas — North
Tipperary, Dundalk and an area encompassing Counties Clare and Limerick (excluding
Limerick City). Over one thousand applications were received by the closing date of 30 May.
Applications for the fourth module of the Scheme are being invited shortly and the fourth
module is not geographically limited and will focus primarily on incentivising a clustered
approach including groups of houses and estates, with the objective of achieving economies of
scale. This module is expected to add up to a further thousand homes to the Scheme.

Each applicant household is being assigned a Building Energy Rating (BER) assessor to
provide a BER rating on the house and advise on the works that need to be carried out to
improve its energy efficiency. Assessments will commence in the coming weeks. Some 60 regis-
tered BER assessors have been appointed to work on the Scheme and have been provided
with special training by SEI. Each householder is required to pay a \100 contribution towards
the cost of the BER assessment, with the scheme subsidising the majority of the cost. A BER
assessor’s advice will relate to the need for improved attic and wall insulation, more energy
efficient glazing, better heating controls and a range of other energy efficiency improvement
works.

Grants of up to 30% of the cost of works recommended by the BER assessor are available
under the Scheme, subject to an overall payment threshold of \2,500 for individual applicant
homes and lower levels for clustered applications. The cost of works for clustered applications
is expected to be lower because of the economies of scale.

There are no restrictions on eligibility for the Pilot Scheme, other than the geographical
boundaries of the three pilot areas. If more applications under the four modules are received
than can be accommodated, a form of selection process will be implemented.

Preliminary estimates from SEI show that a household participating in the pilot scheme could
save up to \500 in energy bills every year as a result of the energy efficiency investments
undertaken. The pilot scheme is expected to result in reduced CO2 emissions of 6,000 tonnes
per year, while the full \100 million scheme envisaged in the Programme for Government could
be expected to yield CO2 savings of 175,000 tonnes per year.

A decision in relation to the roll-out of the Scheme nationally from 2009 will be made in
light of the results of the Pilot Scheme and overall budgetary considerations.

Telecommunications Services.

603. Deputy Simon Coveney asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the cost to the taxpayer of the international advisory forum on next generation
broadband that took place in February 2008. [25694/08]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The
total cost of the international advisory forum on Next Generation Broadband that took place
in February 2008 is \35,773.70.

604. Deputy Simon Coveney asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if he will conduct a wider consultation on the next generation broadband strategy
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to be published in July 2008; the length of time this consultation will last; and when he envisages
the first concrete action from the State, for example the first signed contract, to take place
under the strategy. [25695/08]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I pro-
pose to issue a draft policy paper shortly on Next Generation Broadband. The paper will set
out the framework for Government policy and related proposed actions in this area. I will be
inviting comments on the draft paper through an online consultation process.

I intend that the formal consultation period will start following the publication of the consul-
tation document and conclude in the autumn.

In addition to an online consultation process referred to above, I also propose to hold a
one-day forum to hear the views of all stakeholders on the overall framework and specific
policy actions.

Whilst I cannot indicate the detail of the paper and thus the timing of actions at this juncture,
I can say that it is my ambition for Ireland to have a Next Generation Broadband infrastructure
that will underpin a transformation to a knowledge economy based on leading edge develop-
ment and application of Information Communications Technology (ICT). The paper will set
out the proposed role of the Government in this regard including in relation to direct Govern-
ment investment.

605. Deputy Simon Coveney asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources when the contract for the national broadband scheme will be announced; if this
contract will include deadlines for the roll-out of services; when these deadlines will be; and
the sanctions in place if deadlines are not met. [25696/08]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The
first phase of the National Broadband Scheme (NBS) procurement process (the Pre-Qualifi-
cation Questionnaire (PQQ)) is now complete. The remaining candidates have been engaged
in “Competitive Dialogue” with my Department and are developing their proposed solutions
to meet my Department’s requirements.

Judicial Review proceedings regarding certain elements of the NBS mapping process took
place on 10 and 11 June 2008 in the High Court and a judgement is awaited. While the outcome
of the Judicial Review cannot be anticipated, it is currently expected that a preferred bidder
for the NBS will be selected in September 2008, with rollout to commence as soon as pos-
sible thereafter.

The contract will stipulate deadlines for the roll-out of the NBS and will also include appro-
priate timelines and safeguards in relation to coverage. The exact details will not be known
until the contract is signed.

Departmental Expenditure.

606. Deputy Simon Coveney asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if funding cuts have occurred in his Department; the services these cuts will affect;
and when further funding cuts will be announced. [25697/08]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): My
Department’s net Voted Estimate for 2008 is \285.849m as passed by the Committee on
Communications, Energy and Natural Resources on 23rd April, last. There has been no change
in this provision.
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Telecommunications Services.

607. Deputy Simon Coveney asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the map that will be used as the basis for delineating the areas where there is no
broadband service and therefore will be eligible for the National Broadband Scheme; the data
used to compile this map; and if the data came from service providers alone or whether it has
been cross-checked against information from consumers or other sources. [25698/08]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): In
order to identify areas where broadband coverage is and is not available, my officials asked
broadband operators to provide their coverage details. The operators were asked to provide
details of: Digital Subscriber Line (DSL) broadband coverage; fixed wireless broadband cover-
age; and mobile broadband coverage.

A map was compiled on the basis of the information provided by broadband operators and
is available on the National Broadband Scheme (NBS) section of my Department’s website.

The map has been produced having regard to the following: DSL enabled exchanges are
taken to have a broadband service radius of 4.5 km; wireless/mobile service providers providing
broadband services through the use of licensed and licensed exempt spectrum are taken to
have service areas related to the size of service providers’ footprints, as appropriate and, having
regard to the topographical effects on the wireless signal.

Broadband operators have been requested to update coverage details as they evolve in order
to keep the maps current. The latest iteration of the map was published in March 2008.

The operators were given a deadline of 30 June 2008 to provide their most up-to-date service
coverage. All information received by the deadline of 30 June 2008 will be reflected in the next
iteration of the map.

My Department is also undertaking a validation exercise in relation to the coverage infor-
mation and will consider any documented feedback from all sources in relation to broadband
coverage.

608. Deputy Simon Coveney asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if the term reasonable request is defined in the context of the remit of the national
broadband scheme to provide broadband service in response to any such request; and the
definition of same. [25699/08]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan):
Although broadband is now widely available in Ireland there are still some parts of the country
where the private sector is unable to justify the commercial provision of broadband services.
These currently unserved areas will be addressed by the National Broadband Scheme (NBS).

“Reasonable requests” is a term used in the electronic communications industry whereby a
request for service will only be met if the cost of providing that service is reasonable or justified.
Much dialogue has taken place between my officials and the remaining candidates in the NBS
procurement process on how best to reach as many unserved homes and businesses as possible.
Consequently, I understand the final “Invitation to Tender” will require the winning Service
Provider to meet all requests for a broadband service in the areas to be addressed by the NBS.

The dialogue will be complete in the coming weeks with the outcome of the discussions
regarding my Department’s NBS requirements then being reflected in the final “Invitation
to Tender”.
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609. Deputy Simon Coveney asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the budget of the national broadband scheme. [25700/08]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The
National Broadband Scheme is currently the subject of a competitive procurement process. In
order to protect the integrity of the procurement process, I do not propose to comment publicly
on the funding allocated to the Scheme.

610. Deputy Simon Coveney asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if the terms of the contract awarded under the national broadband scheme stipulate
a minimum download speed, upload speed, or other technical requirements that must be pro-
vided; and the requirements in relation to same. [25701/08]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The
first phase of the National Broadband Scheme (NBS) procurement process (the Pre-Qualifi-
cation Questionnaire (PQQ)) is now complete. The remaining candidates have been engaged
in “Competitive Dialogue” with my Department and are developing their proposed solutions
to meet my Department’s requirements.

Judicial Review proceedings regarding certain elements of the NBS mapping process took
place on 10 and 11 June 2008 in the High Court and a judgement is awaited. While the outcome
of the Judicial Review cannot be anticipated, it is currently expected that a preferred bidder
for the NBS will be selected in September 2008, with rollout to commence as soon as pos-
sible thereafter.

The contract will stipulate minimum download and upload speeds and other relevant techni-
cal requirements. The exact details will not be known until the Invitation to Tender (ITT) is
finalised later this month.

Mining Licences.

611. Deputy Liz McManus asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the position regarding plans to open a tourism gold mine near Louisburgh, County
Mayo; if he will address fears that the plans cover an area that is a designated area for special
conservation and that the tourism mine may be converted into a full scale mining operation;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [25776/08]

Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources
(Deputy Seán Power): An application for prospecting licences for gold and silver in respect of
a number of areas in north Mayo was received in 2007. A prospecting licence entitles the holder
to explore the designated areas for mineral deposits and is under consideration.

Any application to mine would require a State Mining Facility from the Minister for
Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, which would be subject to a public consul-
tation process. Mining would also require planning permission from the local authority which
involves Environmental Impact Assessment. An Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control
Licence would also be required from the Environmental Protection Agency.

Energy Efficiency Schemes.

612. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the budget in 2008 for the greener homes scheme; the funding committed to date;
the plans to provide additional funding for the scheme in 2008; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [25841/08]
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Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The
Greener Homes Scheme provides support to homeowners to invest in a range of domestic
renewable energy heating technologies including solar panels, biomass boilers and stoves and
heat pumps. The current phase of Greener Homes (Phase II) is designed to consolidate the
market, underpinning it with quality standards and training and providing for a long-term
future that is not grant dependent. The aim is to ensure that the market for these products,
services and fuels continues to develop strongly in a robust manner and that consumers con-
tinue to be guided towards discerning choices. The scheme is continuing to support a range of
objectives including more competitive offerings, revised product standards, improved training
standards and stable growth across the renewable heating industry.

Some \27 million has been allocated to the Greener Homes Scheme in 2008 of which \10
million has been expended to date. The allocation is being kept under review in light of take-
up. However, the overall trend in terms of levels of applications received and grant payments
made points to the adequacy of the funding allocations in 2008.

Electricity Generation.

613. Deputy Paul Connaughton asked the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if his attention has been drawn to the continuing difficulties encountered by wind
turbine operators in their efforts to gain access to the ESB national grid at price levels that
will attract private investment in small to medium sized wind farms here; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [25873/08]

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The
processing of applications for access to the electricity network is a matter for ESB Networks
or EirGrid in the first instance. The adjudication of disputes in relation to connection requests
and related decisions of ESB Networks and EirGrid is the responsibility of the Commission
for Energy Regulation. I have no statutory function in the matter. However it can be noted
that approximately 150 applications with a combined installed capacity of the order of 1500
megawatts have been accepted into the REFIT support programme for new renewable energy
powered electricity generating plants administered by my Department. Each of these new pro-
ject proposals has secured a connection offer.
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