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————

Dé Máirt, 6 Samhain 2007.
Tuesday, 6 November 2007.

————

Chuaigh an Ceann Comhairle i gceannas ar
2.30 p.m.

————

Paidir.
Prayer.

————

Ceisteanna — Questions.

————

Cabinet Committees.

1. Deputy Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin asked the
Taoiseach the Cabinet sub-committees on which
he sits; and the sub-committees and inter-
departmental working groups on which his
Department is represented. [16866/07]

2. Deputy Eamon Gilmore asked the Taoiseach
the Cabinet sub-committees currently operating
under the auspices of his Department; when each
last met; and when the next meeting is
planned. [20164/07]

No. Interdepartmental group Sub-committees under interdepartmental
groups (only applicable where shown)

1 inter-departmental co-ordinating committee on European affairs

2 senior officials group on European affairs

3 inter-departmental committee on Reform Treaty

4 external energy group

5 assistant secretary steering group on the review of the EU budget

6 inter-departmental co-ordinating committee on the Council of Europe

7 inter-departmental committee on the OECD

8 inter-departmental committee on development

9 high level group on the Asia strategy

10 inter-departmental working group on emergency planning task force on emergency planning

11 freedom of information inter-departmental Working Group freedom of information Civil Service
users network

12 inter-departmental emergency response co-ordinating committee
[nuclear]

13 Inter-departmental committee on public health emergency planning

14 national security committee

15 senior officials group on health and related sub group working group on long-term Care

16 senior officials group on social inclusion senior officials group on disability

17 dormant accounts — inter-departmental committees in respect of
persons with a disability, economic and social disadvantage and
educational disadvantage

The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions
Nos. 1 and 2 together. Since it was appointed on
14 June 2007, the Government has established six
Cabinet committees on which I sit. Details of
these committees and the dates of their meetings,
where appropriate, are as follows: the Cabinet
committee on European affairs last met on 17
October 2007 and is due to meet again in
December 2007; the Cabinet committee on health
last met on 3 October 2007 and is due to meet
again this week; the Cabinet committee on
climate change and energy security last met on 12
September 2007 and is due to meet again later
this month; the Cabinet committee on housing,
infrastructure and public private partnerships last
met on 10 October 2007 and is due to meet again
in December; the Cabinet committee on social
inclusion, children and integration last met on 24
October 2007 and no date has yet been set for the
next meeting of the committee; and the Cabinet
committee on science, technology and innovation
is due to meet later this month.

Cabinet committees are an integral part of the
Cabinet process. Questions as to the business
conducted at Cabinet or Cabinet committee
meetings have never been allowed in the House
on the grounds that they are internal to Govern-
ment. The reasons for this approach are founded
on sound policy principles and the need to avoid
infringing the constitutional protection of
Cabinet confidentiality.

As always, questions on particular policy issues
should be put down to the relevant Ministers. I
am circulating with the official report a list for
the information of Deputies detailing the primary
sub-committees and interdepartmental working
groups on which my Department is represented.
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No. Interdepartmental group Sub-committees under interdepartmental
groups (only applicable where shown)

18 high level group on Travellers

19 inter-departmental group on sustainable travel and transport action plan

20 inter-departmental group on drugs

21 high level group on activation

22 technical advisory group of the office of social inclusion

23 committee of the pilot project for the co-ordination of youth services in
Waterford

24 ministerial task force on road safety

25 inter-departmental committee on science, technology and innovation

26 Lisbon Agenda national reform programme group

27 cross departmental Team, CDT, on housing, infrastructure and PPPs, CDT sub-committee on legal issues
HIPPPs

28 inter-departmental group on PPPs

29 inter-departmental group on implementation of national spatial strategy

30 Transport 21 monitoring group

31 cross departmental group on unique business identifier and central
business registry

32 data strategy liaison group

33 senior officials group on climate Change and energy security

34 inter-departmental committee on climate change

35 high level group on sustainable development

36 inter-departmental committee on implementation of the national
women’s strategy

37 tax strategy group

38 e-strategy group of secretaries general

39 assistant secretaries implementation group, ASIG, on information
society and related sub groups

40 national payments implementation programme advisory group

41 SAFE, standard authentication framework environment, steering group

42 ICT statistics liaison group

43 implementation group of secretaries general • change management network
• task force on customer service
• QCS research group
• QCS officers’ network
• high-level group on redress
• LINK editorial board

44 PMDS officers’ network

45 OECD high level steering group OECD liaison group

46 inter-departmental group on the review of the economic regulatory
environment

47 regulatory impact analysis, RIA, network

48 high level group on business regulation

An Ceann Comhairle: I call Deputy Kenny.

Deputy Enda Kenny: It was Deputy Ó
Caoláin’s question.

Deputy Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin: I thank the
Taoiseach for his reply. He previously indicated
to me that the Cabinet committee on health
meets once a month. From the list of six commit-
tees the Taoiseach has outlined to us, can I take
it that he is a member of the Cabinet committee
on health? Does he attend these meetings every
month and does the Cabinet committee on health
receive reports from the HSE?

I appreciate very well the point made by the
Taoiseach about Cabinet confidentiality and how
this precludes him from going into detail. Can he
give us some sense of the breadth of the deliber-
ations of the Cabinet committee on health? For
instance, with the current——

An Ceann Comhairle: It is not possible for the
Taoiseach to discuss with the House or to reply
to any question dealing with matters discussed in
the sub-committee because they impinge upon
what is correctly described by Deputy Ó Caoláin
as Cabinet confidentiality.
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Deputy Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin: I have already
acknowledged that.

An Ceann Comhairle: There is no point in ask-
ing those questions.

Deputy Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin: I am mindful
that a number of points must be addressed. I seek
to establish the breadth of the deliberations of
the committee. I have acknowledged that, under
Cabinet confidentiality rules, the Taoiseach
cannot respond in respect of detail. I take on
board what the Ceann Comhairle has stated but
I ask the Taoiseach to indicate the breadth of the
deliberations of the Cabinet sub-committee on
health rather than the specifics of any given
matter. Are current issues such as the cancer
scandal in Portlaoise? Is the wider policy
approach, such as the implementation of the
Teamwork and Hanly reports, addressed? Are
matters such as the budget shortfall, which is the
hook upon which the HSE is hanging the excuse
for the embargo on staff recruitment, addressed
by the committee in the presence of the
Taoiseach?

An Ceann Comhairle: I must repeat myself
because it is important in terms of precedent. It
is not possible for the Taoiseach to discuss those
matters here. The question submitted relates to
statistical matters, dates and times of meetings.
This is all that is in order in terms of supplemen-
tary questions. The Taoiseach would be out of
order and wrong to respond to anything else.
Questions regarding the scope, content and the
nature of the meetings cannot be asked or
answered.

Deputy Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin: Taking on
board what the Ceann Comhairle has stated, I
hope the Taoiseach can imaginatively respond to
this Deputy’s questions. With regard to policy,
matters regarding the health services are
addressed by the Cabinet sub-committee on
health. In addressing policy, does the sub-com-
mittee also address contradictions in policy?

An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Ó Caoláin must
listen. This is my third interjection. I hate inter-
jecting and it is not my policy to do so. Policy
matters are matters for the line Minister and are
not in order here.

Deputy Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin: What type of
democratic system do we have?

An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Ó Caoláin
should let me finish. He is impinging on the issue
of Cabinet confidentiality, which is not allowed.

Deputy Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin: I do not intend
to do so. With respect, I have prefaced my ques-
tioning by making it clear that I understand and
appreciate that difficulty. However, we do not

live in a dictatorship; this is a democracy. I am
trying to establish something other than that the
committee sits at all and that the Taoiseach is a
member of it — big deal. Let us have some light
shone on what the committee is about. It is
important that the Taoiseach acknowledges its
central role in the determination of Government
health policy. That is a valid area for any Deputy
to tease out with the Taoiseach. That is why he is
here and I am here to ask questions.

In defining policy — I am not referring to spec-
ific aspects — where there are contradictions
between its presentation by the HSE and by the
Minister, are these matters addressed by the sub-
committee on health? There are many examples,
not least in the roll-out of radiotherapy centres.
Professor Drumm wishes to see these in the
hands of the public health system and the Mini-
ster wishes to see them in the hands of public
private partnerships. Are issues such as this
addressed by the Cabinet sub-committee? In
recognising that there is a need to have a greater
understanding of the role and work of the com-
mittee, will the Taoiseach shed some light on
what he is at?

An Ceann Comhairle: For the fourth time, it is
not open to the Taoiseach to answer the ques-
tions posed by the Deputy. Under the principle
of collective responsibility, health policy is a
matter for the Minister for Health and Children.
These are statistical questions. Questions relating
to discussions that have been, are being or are
due to be held may not be asked during
Taoiseach’s Question Time. That is a long-stand-
ing precedent of the House and I must enforce it.
The only question the Taoiseach may answer is
that relating to his own attendance.

The Taoiseach: I was going to make the point
that it is open to the Deputy to table any of the
other questions he posed to the Minister for
Health and Children. In many cases I answer
those questions in a different format during
Leaders’ Questions. However, because Cabinet
committees are an extension of the Cabinet itself,
I cannot answer them here.

The meetings to which the Deputy refers take
place monthly and I attend them. All relevant
issues are discussed at these meetings.

Deputy Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin: In light of the
large amount of publicity it has received recently,
has the Taoiseach attended a screening of
Michael Moore’s new film “Sicko”? The film
throws some light on the health system in the
United States. I recommend that the Taoiseach
see it because it exposes some of the practices
that obtain and the participants involved in the
delivery of the so-called health service in the
United States. Some of the companies featured in
the film have been invited to operate private for-
profit health facilities in this country. If the
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Taoiseach has already seen “Sicko”, that is well
and good. If not, I recommend that he do so.

In replies to questions I tabled on previous
occasions, the Taoiseach referred to the high level
interdepartmental committee on North-South
matters and the North-South interdepartmental
co-ordinating group. Are these entities continu-
ing to operate as they did in the past or has their
work been stepped up or moved into another
realm of engagement since the restoration of the
Executive north of the Border? Will the
Taoiseach shed some light on what is happening
with these two interdepartmental bodies?

The Taoiseach, in his earlier reply, could have
given a little bit more information regarding the
Cabinet committee on health or any of the other
committees without in any way breaching confi-
dentiality from a Cabinet point of view.

An Ceann Comhairle: The Taoiseach could not
have done so.

Deputy Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin: He could have
done so.

An Ceann Comhairle: No, he could not.

Deputy Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin: We shall have
to agree to differ on that matter.

An Ceann Comhairle: The Taoiseach may
reply in respect of the interdepartmental groups.

The Taoiseach: The work of the inter-
departmental groups is continuing. Work relating
to the North-South bodies is moving from the
previous agenda towards matters involving more
economic co-operation. I refer in this regard to
work involving the North-South Ministerial
Council and the other relevant councils that are
now thankfully meeting either weekly or a
number of times each week. The work and input
of my Department in respect of these bodies and
in co-ordinating their activities is probably more
intense now that all of them are up and running.
My Department is also involved, along with the
Department of Foreign Affairs, in setting the
agenda for the British-Irish Council. It is hoped
that we will soon be working on matters involving
the Houses of the Oireachtas and the Assembly
in Northern Ireland.

The level of activity relating to the North-
South bodies, particularly the Ministerial Council
and the British-Irish Council, is growing on a
weekly basis. We are in the process of arranging
meetings for 2008. It is likely that there will be
three sets of meetings in 2008 if we cannot — as
a result of the important meetings to take place
in the United States — arrange to hold meetings
before Christmas. The meetings will be held
either just before or just after Christmas. The
activity, agenda and workload relating to these
are being progressed.

As the Deputy is aware, the all-island energy
market came into effect last week and there are
many other areas in respect of which there is
cross-departmental co-operation. The bodies are
up and running again and are very active.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: Are all three Govern-
ment parties represented on each Cabinet com-
mittee? The dates of meetings were quickly men-
tioned by the Taoiseach and I did not get them all
noted. He indicated a date for the next meeting of
the Cabinet committee on science, technology
and innovation. When did it last meet?

I understand from the Taoiseach that the
Cabinet committee on climate change and energy
security last met eight weeks ago on 12
September. How many meetings of this commit-
tee have been held since the Government was
formed in June?

The Taoiseach: The formats of Cabinet com-
mittees differ. Some meet monthly, others quar-
terly and others every six weeks. The Cabinet
committee on science, technology and innovation
meets quarterly. The Cabinet committee on
health normally meets monthly as does the
Cabinet committee on housing, infrastructure and
public private partnerships. The Cabinet commit-
tee on social inclusion, children and integration
meets every six weeks approximately. The
Cabinet committee on climate change and energy
security meets every two months. It is a new com-
mittee and the next meeting is due next week. It
last met in mid-September.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: The Taoiseach did
not answer my question. I wanted to know when
the Cabinet committee on science, technology
and innovation last met. I will put the question
another way. Has it met since the Government
was formed in June?

The Taoiseach: I will have to check. It normally
meets quarterly.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: I am surprised the
Taoiseach does not have an answer to the ques-
tion he was asked on the dates the committees
met. I presume the Taoiseach knows whether this
committee has met since the Government was
formed in June. This is also true of the Cabinet
committee on climate change and energy security.
Am I to understand that in a country where we
aspire to develop a new economy based on
science and innovation the Cabinet committee on
science, technology and innovation has not met
at all since the Government was formed in June?
Has the Cabinet committee on climate change
and energy security of a Government which pro-
fesses to being committed to dealing effectively
with climate change met only once since the
Government was formed in June?
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The Taoiseach: Items are discussed at Cabinet
committee if they cannot be discussed by the
Government. The climate change strategy and
issues surrounding climate change have been dis-
cussed at most meetings of the Government. The
committee will carry forward its work but
because it involves a new committee and a new
agenda which is set out in the programme for
Government it has been discussed at the Cabinet
table and not at committee.

The Cabinet committee on science, technology
and innovation is to ensure that science, tech-
nology, development and innovation are con-
ducive to maintaining our competitiveness and to
build on it. The Minister for Enterprise, Trade
and Employment, Deputy Martin, normally
reports to the Government on these issues. When
the Cabinet committee meets it is normally to
bring a science adviser and officials before the
committee. Issues relevant to the brief of the
Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment,
Deputy Martin, are discussed at full Cabinet. It is
not necessary to have Cabinet committee meet-
ings unless we are bringing in individuals who
would not attend meetings of the Cabinet and
there probably was not one. I recall going to sev-
eral meetings but I cannot be sure it was since
the summer. Since no date is listed in the reply I
imagine it was not. The Minister for Enterprise,
Trade and Employment, Deputy Martin, cer-
tainly reports on these issues, particularly with
regard to companies, new initiatives and new
involvements and this is a weekly occurrence.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: I thank the Taoiseach
for telling us the frequency with which the com-
mittees are supposed to meet. We are five months
into the life of the Government. It is surprising,
to say the least, that the Cabinet committee which
deals with the area of science and technology,
with its importance for our economy, has not met
since the Government was formed in June. It
seems to indicate that the foot is off the pedal
as far as the agenda for science, technology and
innovation in the economy is concerned.

I am perplexed as to why the climate change
committee has met on only one occasion. I
appreciate what the Taoiseach said in regard to
the Cabinet regularly discussing the issue of
climate change but in view of the priority the
programme for Government appeared to give to
the issue and the fact that we are to have carbon
budgeting for the first time this year, it is incred-
ible that the committee established to address
issues of detail by a Government which is suppos-
edly committed to dealing with climate change
has met only once. Who is responsible for the
convening of that committee?

The Taoiseach: Deputy Gilmore either misun-
derstands or seems to misunderstand. The fact
that the issue is being dealt with by the Cabinet
instead of a sub-committee means that it is taking

up more time and is given a higher priority.
Rather than being addressed in a sub-committee
comprising four or five Ministers, the issue is
being addressed by the full Cabinet. That is what
has been happening in respect of climate change
and it is likely that it will continue to be
addressed that way until the end of the year, even
though a meeting will be held shortly to discuss
certain issues. The crucial point is that it is being
dealt with by the full Cabinet.

A different type of committee is involved in the
area of science, technology and innovation. The
committee is more technical in nature and
includes the director of science and other individ-
uals. It is not necessary for it to meet the Cabinet
on a more regular basis. When it is required to
report, the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and
Employment, Deputy Martin, reports for it.

The fact that matters are discussed by the
Cabinet shows they receive higher priority and
preference and more time than they would
receive if they were dealt with by sub-committee.

Deputy Enda Kenny: I was going to ask the
Taoiseach whether any of the Cabinet sub-com-
mittees had dealt with the issue of ministerial pay
but I suppose, under Cabinet confidentiality, we
would be unable to find out.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: That is also dealt with
by the full Cabinet.

Deputy Enda Kenny: The sub-committee on
innovation might have dealt with the issue.

The Taoiseach: It dealt with Deputy Kenny’s
party leader’s allowance at the same time.

Deputy Willie O’Dea: Alongside his pension.

Deputy Enda Kenny: I did not know that and
I do not see it anyway ——

The Taoiseach: The Deputy is like me but it
will help his party.

Deputy Enda Kenny: ——unlike some prede-
cessors from various parties.

Does the Taoiseach chair the six committees or
are they chaired by individual Ministers? What is
the role of the sub-committee once it arrives at a
decision? Does the decision go to the Cabinet as
a recommendation from the sub-committee? If,
for example, the Cabinet sub-committee on infra-
structure discusses a bridge across the Corrib and
reaches agreement, is that taken as a motion or
proposal that eventually goes before the Cabinet
for adoption by the relevant Minister as part of
the Government programme?

A sub-committee was established to deal with
the issue of Aer Lingus. On 17 May, the
Taoiseach indicated it had finished its work and
was concluded. Has that Cabinet sub-committee
been wound up or is it still in existence? Could it,
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for example, consider the rumpus over Shannon
and the Heathrow slots? I have an interest in
deciphering the distinction between the State and
the Government, in view of the fact that the
Department of Transport was notified of the Aer
Lingus decision whereas the Minister was not.
Under business law, all shareholders in major
companies should be informed of decisions that
are imminent.

The Taoiseach: I chair most of the major
Cabinet sub-committees, although not all of
them. There are others that I did not mention but
I have mentioned the main ones.

There are other Cabinet committees which
meet from time to time, including the Cabinet
committee on Northern Ireland. The Cabinet
committee on security also meets from time to
time to get security briefings or to deal with issues
relevant to Northern Ireland. Those I already
mentioned are the main ones, dealing with infra-
structure, health, social exclusion and European
affairs. They meet on a monthly basis and they
usually have very extensive agendas. They do not
deal with day to day issues but issues relevant to
the Departments and agencies under their aegis.
If an issue was moved from the Cabinet table for
more comprehensive discussion by the commit-
tee, obviously the committee would report back
to the Cabinet. That is the usual procedure. A
lot of the other committees deal with more time-
consuming issues. We spend several hours per
week at Cabinet meetings where we tease out and
follow through on issues. The committee on Aer
Lingus was centred around the privatisation issue.
That was its function and that function was com-
pleted. As Deputy Kenny will know from experi-
ence, other issues of a current nature come up at
the weekly Cabinet meeting.

Task Force on Active Citizenship.

3. Deputy Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin asked the
Taoiseach the progress to date of the task force
on active citizenship; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [18793/07]

4. Deputy Enda Kenny asked the Taoiseach if
he will report on the recent work of the task force
on active citizenship; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [18898/07]

5. Deputy Eamon Gilmore asked the Taoiseach
his views on the recent report of the task force
on active citizenship; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [20165/07]

The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions
Nos. 3 to 5, inclusive, together.

I was pleased to launch the report of the task
force on active citizenship on 28 March last. The
report was prepared following extensive consul-
tation and research carried out by the task force

since its establishment in April 2006. Copies of
the report have been placed in the Oireachtas
Library.

I believe that the task force stimulated a very
worthwhile public debate about the nature of
citizenship in a fast-changing country. It has pro-
duced an excellent report which includes recom-
mendations to Government, as well as proposals
for how individuals, community and voluntary
organisations, the business sector and the media
can each make a contribution.

The recommendations to Government come
under the following thematic areas: participation
in the democratic process, the public service and
citizens, community engagement and promoting a
sense of community, education for citizenship and
ethnic and cultural diversity and the challenge of
engaging newcomers and local civic participation.
The report also makes recommendations about
implementation and proposes some targets by
which to monitor progress.

The Government has accepted the task force’s
recommendations in principle and agreed to
establish a non-statutory active citizenship office
as proposed in its report. The office is developing
an implementation plan in consultation with sev-
eral Departments and other relevant stake-
holders. I am pleased that Ms Mary Davis has
agreed to chair a steering group to oversee the
work of the office.

I take this opportunity to congratulate the task
force on producing a clear and concise report
within a tight timeframe. It provides a sound basis
for strengthening civic participation in Ireland
over the next few years.

Deputy Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin: The Taoiseach
will be aware that one of the major obstacles to
encouraging greater voluntary and community
effort, particularly in the provision of activities
for young people, is the excessive premium cost
of public liability insurance. Many once-thriving
activities, particularly during the summer periods,
outdoor and sporting activities for young people,
especially out of school, have not continued due
to the excessive cost. This is very demoralising for
many communities and it stifles the active citizen-
ship that we are all trying to encourage. Has the
Taoiseach noted that the task force on active
citizenship has examined this issue? Does he
agree with the task force that continued efforts to
reduce insurance costs and minimise litigation is
absolutely essential?

3 o’clock

The task force has also highlighted the work
done by the national Irish community and volun-
tary fora in developing a group insurance scheme.

This is open to membership for all
community and voluntary fora
throughout the country. Does the

Taoiseach share my concern that there is an inad-
equate awareness of this initiative? Has he come
across it in his role as a Deputy, quite apart from
his role as Taoiseach, that local groups are simply
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not informed of the alternative of coming
together under this umbrella group insurance
scheme? Does the Taoiseach agree that a much
more proactive promotional effort of the alterna-
tive means of funding public liability insurance
would be a worthwhile initiative in helping to res-
urrect many fine community initiatives and to
encourage people to overcome the difficulties
public liability insurance has presented time and
again? Will he act on the recommendation of the
task force that the group insurance scheme open
to members of all local community and voluntary
fora should be widely promoted?

The Taoiseach: I accept what Deputy Ó
Caoláin said that in times past, and perhaps at
present, public liability costs and premiums
regarding difficulties around claims in play-
grounds, halls and parish halls and boards of
management not making facilities available have
created a lot of problems for organisations. Given
the efforts over the past four or five years, thank-
fully premiums are substantially down in this
area. However, they still create another level of
administration for people who simply want to
generate community activities.

I note the recommendation in the report. The
task force came across this issue in its consul-
tations. The point was made that where a group
comes together, whether a group of local auth-
orities, schools or organisations, it makes it far
less difficult to get a group insurance scheme. It
is a point with which the Deputy, Members and I
would agree. If it could be done in areas, regions,
schools or scout halls, it could make a huge
impact.

The Deputy made a good suggestion in regard
to highlighting what is possible with these group
schemes. On a positive note, perhaps I will ask
the office which is being set up arising out of the
task force to find some way to communicate this
to voluntary groups. I have seen examples of pre-
miums being dramatically reduced where groups
have pulled together, whether in regard to
council playgrounds or otherwise, and where
there has been enforcement of some health and
safety issues. I will ask the office how that infor-
mation can be promoted in the community and
voluntary sector.

Deputy Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin: I welcome the
Taoiseach’s positive response to the questions.
Again, I highlight the National Irish Community
and Voluntary Forum as a means to address that
need. I would welcome any initiative to promote
awareness to overcome that difficulty.

My final question is on a related issue. The task
force also highlighted the critical need for the
system of Garda vetting of people involved in
community and voluntary effort with young
people to be speeded up. We are all very well
aware that people, in good faith, volunteer their
services to young people. The overwhelming

majority are citizens of good standing with bona
fide intent. There is an inordinate delay in having
these clearance certificates, for the want of a
better description, processed. Is the Taoiseach
aware that it takes several months for this process
to be completed in each case? It is a dissuasion.
It can put people off and it is denying the com-
munity and voluntary sector the valued input of
energetic people who have a very positive contri-
bution to make in this area. Does the Taoiseach
envisage taking any steps to have this matter
addressed and the process expedited?

The Taoiseach: I accept that there can be
delays in the vetting process. Full-time public ser-
vants get priority. Applicants for positions in the
Garda, the Army, the teaching sector and the
public service get precedence. Even then there
can be delays in the system. Community activists
are not given the same level of priority. Many of
the delays which are encountered can be attri-
buted to the lack of availability of records and
people changing their addresses when they move.
Members will be aware of the difficulties which
arise. Gardaı́ are reluctant to sign off on the vet-
ting process until they have completed what they
consider to be a comprehensive check. Gardaı́
tend to hold off if they find that people have
moved or changed address. I will raise the issue.

I have seen a number of examples of full-time
staff encountering delays in this regard. Such
difficulties have been raised in the House in the
context of other positions and posts. As gardaı́
are aware of modern-day problems, they feel they
have to do these comprehensive searches and
cross-checks. I will raise the issue. While we want
to help those who are anxious to get involved in
the voluntary sector, we all believe there has to
be adequate protection so there are no diffi-
culties, particularly where children are involved.
Workers in this sector often deal with very young
children, or people who are 15 or 16 years of age.
I will raise this issue with the Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform.

Deputy Enda Kenny: In March of this year, the
Taoiseach accepted the report of the Taskforce
on Active Citizenship, which set out a number of
ambitious and realisable targets. The report set a
target, to be achieved by the end of this decade,
of reaching 60% turn-out among voters between
the ages of 18 and 24. Less than 50% of such vot-
ers have turned out in recent elections. The
report also set a target of increasing the level of
voter participation, estimated by the CSO to have
been 75.5% at the 2002 general election, to at
least 80% in all future general elections. The
report recommended that areas where turn-out is
particularly low should be specifically targeted. It
is laudable that attempts are being made to
achieve such ambitious targets.

The turn-out in the 1997 general election was
66%. The turn-out in the 1997 presidential elec-
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tion was 48%. The turn-out in the 1999 European
and local elections, which were held on a Friday,
was 51%. The turn-out in the 2001 referendum
on the Nice treaty was 35%, but that increased to
50% for the second referendum on the treaty,
which was held in 2002. When the local and Euro-
pean elections were held on a Friday in 2004,
there was a 61% turn-out. It is obvious that my
party got a good response on that occasion.

If the Taoiseach thinks the target set by the
task force — a turn-out of 80% in all future
general elections — is achievable and realistic,
does that mean all such elections should be held
on a Friday, a Saturday or a Sunday? I would
support such a proposal in the interests of giving
as many people as possible an opportunity to cast
their votes. Many young people expressed con-
cern, anxiety and criticism when it emerged that
this year’s general election was to be held during
exam time. They felt they would not have an
opportunity to vote on the day of the election. If
the Taoiseach accepts that it is possible to
increase voter participation and turn-out from
75% to 80%, as outlined in the document pub-
lished last March, does he agree that the target is
more likely to be achieved if general elections are
held on a Friday, a Saturday or a Sunday? Per-
haps he will comment on that matter.

The Taoiseach: We all agree that we should try
to increase the level of voter participation. It is
interesting to compare Ireland’s record over the
last few elections to that of other countries. Our
figures are good, when compared to other coun-
tries, over the last three polls — the local elec-
tions of 2004, the referendum of the same year
and the general election of 2007. A number of
issues need to be considered in this regard. Like
the authorities in other countries, we need to do
as much as possible to improve the register of
electors. The improvements in the register which
were made in advance of this year’s general elec-
tion were quite significant and certainly helped. I
have an open mind. It depends where one is, I
suppose. A Saturday or Sunday election would be
a disaster in a constituency like the constituency
I represent. People leave the city in large
numbers on Fridays, and the best of luck to them,
but that is the reality. Many surveys have been
carried out which show that people go here, there
and everywhere — they are certainly not at their
base. The opposite may be the case in rural
Ireland but speaking about where I am in the
heart of Dublin, it seems that they all come to
Dublin at weekends. I suppose it is the world we
live in.

I was in Dublin Airport the other night when
people were coming back from the premiership
matches and I thought I was in Heathrow Airport
because of the football colours——

Deputy Olivia Mitchell: That was just the
congestion.

The Taoiseach: It was only the congestion
caused by the people returning from the premier-
ship matches and the best of luck to them.

Deputy Enda Kenny: They all voted for
change.

(Interruptions).

The Taoiseach: Whatever about suggesting 20
years ago that Friday, Saturday or Sunday should
be considered, it would take a long time to con-
vince me of that argument now. I am in favour of
everything that can be done to improve partici-
pation in elections and to educate and explain the
matter to people by means of civic education
programmes. It is important that we do every-
thing we can to achieve a democratic buy-in. The
task force on active citizenship believes it is
important to persuade people to care about the
democratic system and their participation in it.
The active citizenship office will work hard with
the relevant Departments and agencies to follow
up on these recommendations.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: It would be very hard
to compete with the Taoiseach if he is at Dublin
Airport welcoming fans back from the premier-
ship matches.

The Taoiseach: I was merely wishing my
daughter bon voyage, no more than that.

Deputy Olivia Mitchell: Did the Taoiseach
have words with Barry?

An Ceann Comhairle: They are all Manchester
United supporters.

Deputy Michael Creed: They got a day off on
Saturday.

(Interruptions).

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: The finding of the
report that caught my eye was that just 54% of
those who responded said they feel they can influ-
ence decisions to alter their local area. The
recommendation of the task force was that an
effort should be made to try to increase this
number to 65% by 2010, which would be a desir-
able achievement. I question whether the prob-
lem is not so much the willingness of people to
participate as active citizens as it is the opaque
systems with which they must deal. I constantly
meet people who are more than willing to partici-
pate in their local community and to become
involved in issues. However, having gone to an
oral hearing of An Bord Pleanála about an issue
where the inspector agrees with them and writes
up a report to that effect, it is then overturned by
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the board because it is pursuing some Govern-
ment policy on infrastructure. If such people want
to pursue some issue at local level they go to the
local authority and local councillors but they
cannot do anything about it because it is down
to the county manager or some other unelected
personage who makes the decisions.

Is part of the trick in getting more people
involved as active citizens in their local communi-
ties not a case of changing the bureaucracy they
must deal with? People who are busy in their lives
and who go once around the track with regard to
an issue and find they are getting nowhere, are
unlikely to go around it again. Are there plans in
place to approach this matter from a different
angle, not just from the angle of encouraging
people to participate, but from the angle of
changing and reforming the local government
structures in particular so that when people par-
ticipate they receive a response?

The Taoiseach: There are many ways in which
people can be encouraged to become involved. I
share the Deputy’s views on An Bord Pleanála’s
oral hearings. The engagement of local auth-
orities is very important but in fairness to them
they have moved into regional and local offices
and decentralised their staff, and that has helped.
The system is far better now than it was ten or
20 years ago when everything was centralised in
centrally-located offices. The more local offices
the better because residents’ groups and civic
action groups will be more inclined to engage
with people who have a feel for and are working
in their own communities and the more that hap-
pens, the better. Part of the problem over the
years has been that we have handed over far
more of our decision making to the expert bodies
and expert groups on the basis that they are in a
more independent position and it is the politically
correct thing to do. Every time we do that, for all
its laudable reasons, we are taking away our own
involvement. I have raised this many times with
colleagues and I have sat around the Cabinet
table arguing about that but that is what we con-
tinue to do.

The main point is that the more civics edu-
cation there is in our schools and colleges and the
more enticement to people to volunteer to
engage in community activities the better it is for
society. I agree with the Deputy that where there
is undue bureaucracy it militates against people
playing an active role. I agree with the point that
if one goes through something and one is not
being listened to one will not become actively
involved. For my own part, not a day goes by
when I meet some of the statutory bodies and I
ask them to advertise and promote what they do
and ask people to give their views. The Internet
makes it easier for people to do that. While some
do it, others seem to ignore the point. The more
we force and encourage people to do that the

better and the more interest there will be from
our local people.

The figures for involvement and participation
here are not bad but they could be far better.
Various community development plans are con-
tained in the agreed programme for Government
for which we have provided extra resources for
the next five years. Some \300 million has been
spent by the Department of Community, Rural
and Gaeltacht Affairs directly on community
activities. Given that much funding has been pro-
vided it is a matter of trying to co-ordinate the
funds into organisations. I hope the active citizen-
ship office and the work and commissions it has
done can help to drive that forward.

Priority Questions.

————

Agri-Food Sector.

44. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the new
initiatives she proposes to deal with the crisis in
the sheep sector. [26973/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): The sheep sector is a
hugely important part of the overall Irish agri-
food sector and I believe it has a very good
future. The sector’s future depends on its ability
to meet the needs of the market. The downward
trend in production and an ageing consumer pro-
file point to both supply and demand issues. I am
confident, however, that a framework is being put
in place to address these issues.

The basis of that framework is the 2006 sheep
strategy report and the subsequent implemen-
tation report, which was presented to me last
April. The strategy report addressed the current
position of the industry and the options for
ongoing development. It sets out a series of
recommendations covering areas such as pro-
duction, research, advice, processing and market-
ing. The goal is to facilitate the development of a
more profitable sheep sector covering the lamb
production, lamb processing and marketing sec-
tors of the industry. Most of the recom-
mendations in the strategy report fall to be
implemented by the industry itself and it is too
early at this stage to assess their impact. The
recommendations are supported by my Depart-
ment through assistance for breeding and man-
agement, processing facilities, mechanical grading
and quality assurance.

In addition and in line with the group’s report,
sheep farmers are major beneficiaries of various
schemes being operated by my Department.
Under REPS 4, a new supplementary measure
aimed at sheep farmers has been introduced. A
budget of \28 million a year has been allocated
to fund the proposed new supplementary
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measure at an overall cost of over \170 million
for the period to 2013.

In addition to the measures being taken at pro-
ducer and processor level, Bord Bia’s marketing
and promotional efforts will be critical. Bord Bia
will continue to organise strategic marketing cam-
paigns in selected European markets. France will
continue to be a priority and its promotions there
are run in conjunction with the major retailers
and cover over 1,200 outlets. The downward
trend in lamb consumption within the EU
presents a real challenge. To address this chal-
lenge, Bord Bia is collaborating with its French
and British counterparts to develop a three-year
generic lamb promotion on the French market to
promote lamb to younger consumers. This cam-
paign, which amounts to a major new initiative
on the European lamb market, is due to com-
mence early next year.

With the co-operation of all stakeholders and
in line with the approach set out above, the sheep
sector can continue to make an extremely valu-
able contribution to the agri-food sector and to
the economy as a whole.

Deputy Michael Creed: I thank the Minister for
her reply. Does she agree we are witnessing a
mass exodus of sheep farmers from the industry
accompanied by a very significant drop in sheep
numbers, and that if this trend continues there is
a real danger that the industry will lose its critical
mass to enable it to survive and prosper because
of economies of scale? If she accepts that conten-
tion does she not agree that while the sheep
strategy review takes a long-term strategic view
of the industry, it fails to take cognisance of one
significant issue, which is that if we do not protect
the number of farmers in the industry by way of
meaningful financial input directly into the sector,
we will not have the basis of an industry to pro-
tect and allow to prosper in a few years’ time? As
a result, will the Minister consider a similar
scheme to the suckler cow grant scheme she
introduced in the beef sector? Will she consider
a ewe grant to stabilise sheep numbers now so
that we can safeguard the industry?

I accept that Question No. 46 addresses this
subject specifically. The suspension of the farm
investment scheme grant, which had a specific
fencing grants section targeted at the sheep sector
for handling facilities etc., will seriously under-
mine the on-farm viability of a number of these
enterprises. Will the Minister consider, even in a
targeted way, restoring the grant scheme specifi-
cally for that sector?

Deputy Mary Coughlan: Perhaps we should
consider one of today’s publications which con-
tains an article regarding the sheep sector this
week with the headline “Buyers are plentiful and
prices are holding”, which is good to see. The
Deputy is right in pointing to a reduction in the

number of sheep kept on the land, which is
mainly because we are now in a decoupled era.
However, I have taken a personal interest and
invested considerable time and energy in the
implementation of the sheep strategy. I provided
funding and we considered many aspects. I
agreed to the full implementation of the report,
on the basis of which, in conjunction with the
strategy group, we considered how it could be tar-
geted. Under the state aid rules and because we
are in a decoupled era, we were not in a position
to introduce a specific scheme. However, in doing
so we have targeted two types of approach, one
within REPS and the other specific to hill sheep
farmers under a special national reserve measure.
Those were the two targeted investment
programmes.

If we are to produce quality lamb and be in a
position to be competitive in the market, we must
consider the consumer. The consumer profile is
not good and we need to address that issue. This
is why we are working with the initiative to which
I have spoken. A number of Members of the
European Parliament, including some Irish par-
liamentarians, have also been working on a sheep
strategy group that we are considering tying into.
As the Deputy is probably aware, the Oireachtas
Joint Committee on Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food has been invited to participate in that pro-
motion at the beginning of December. We have
targeted specific sectors.

On the farm improvement scheme, I intro-
duced a scheme and, according to figures avail-
able at present, approximately 8% of applicants
so far have looked towards the fencing grant and
the mobile units. I will evaluate the scheme on
the basis of the closure and will ascertain, arising
from an enormous number of applications to the
Department — approximately 6,000 to 7,000 over
five days — the Department’s priorities.

Deputy Michael Creed: I cannot disagree with
much of what the Minister has said. However,
much of it relates to the long term. To ensure its
survival the industry needs a direct cash injection
into the hands of those at the coalface. The Mini-
ster is not offering any ray of hope to those in
the sheep industry who have seen their incomes
plummet. The Minister may well pluck a headline
from the newspapers relating to sheep prices this
week — I will not dispute the figures she quotes
— but based on confirmed figures, incomes from
sheep farming have plummeted. If we want to
keep people in the industry and attract young
blood to it, we must show that it can deliver a
tangible financial reward for their commitment
and investment of time, which is not the case
today. If it is important to protect the industry
and if it were possible to introduce a \100 suckler
cow grant, why is it not possible with a political
will to introduce a similar ewe grant scheme to
stabilise sheep numbers? I am not prescriptive
about it, the Minister can dress it up and call it
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whatever she likes, but we need a proposal to
stabilise sheep numbers, which are in freefall.
Talking about encouraging consumption in the
future——

Acting Chairman (Deputy Seamus Kirk): Can
we have a question from the Deputy?

Deputy Michael Creed: ——is laudable, but
without something tangible in these farmers’
pockets they will not be there to reap the benefit
of the turnaround when it comes in the long term.
The farm income scheme had a targeted grant for
facilities and fencing, which with one fell swoop
the Minister has removed. That grant was of real
practical benefit to sheep farmers many of whom
were interested in the grant which is now gone.
Will the Minister consider reintroducing it,
specifically focused on the sheep sector? This is
something concrete the Minister can do with a
political will. Will she also consider for the sheep
sector a similar scheme to the suckler cow
scheme?

Deputy Mary Coughlan: The answer is no.

Deputy Tom Sheahan: Shame.

Deputy Mary Coughlan: Once again Fine Gael
Deputies are not aware of any of the European
Commission rules.

Deputy Michael Creed: If the Minister can do
it for suckler cows she can do it for sheep.

Deputy Mary Coughlan: The suckler cow
scheme is a welfare scheme.

Deputy Michael Creed: We could have a wel-
fare scheme for sheep also.

Deputy Mary Coughlan: It addresses the issue
of quality, not numbers.

Deputy Michael Creed: On a point of
order——

Deputy Mary Coughlan: There is no way I can
introduce any scheme targeted towards numbers.

Deputy Michael Creed: The review group deals
with quality matters.

Acting Chairman: That is not a point of order.
We have a problem with Priority Questions.

Deputy Michael Creed: We have a problem
with priority answers.

Acting Chairman: Five Priority Questions need
to be addressed and other Members want to get
to their questions. We are being held up now.

Deputy Mary Coughlan: The Deputy believes
he knows the answers to everything, but he

knows the answers to nothing at this time. He
should stop pointing his finger; a little manners in
this House would help. I will tell him what is
happening.

Deputy Michael Creed: The Minister should
take a chill pill.

Deputy Mary Coughlan: I do not need a chill
pill. I will not rise to the opposition. Through
REPS 4 \28 million is available to farmers in a
specific mixed grazing scheme. Hill sheep farming
applications are in and are being reviewed. They
are happening now. ICBF is working at present
with the sheep breeding industry. Some time ago
I established a Teagasc centre of excellence,
which is working with farming enterprises to con-
sider all the issues, including the processing sec-
tor. The investment has been made and the clos-
ing date is Friday, so investment will be made in
the processing side. Further discussions on clari-
fication are needed for the processing sector.
That all represents ongoing work. At the moment
REPS 4 farmers will receive specific targeted
funding towards the sheep sector in addition to
that for the hill sheep sector. That is the existing
financial aspect. The rest is ongoing work done in
consultation with all those involved in the sheep
sector as well as a targeted marketing approach
to encourage people under 45 years of age to eat
sheep meat.

Acting Chairman: We will need to move on to
the next question.

Deputy Michael Creed: May I ask a final brief
question?

Acting Chairman: The Deputy may ask the
question if he keeps it very brief.

Deputy Michael Creed: In an effort to get
something tangible from today’s encounter will
the Minister defer the Commission proposal for
the electronic tagging of sheep scheduled for
2008, given that the fencing and handling grants
have been abolished? Farmers regarded those
grants as representing a way for them to comply
with the electronic tagging system.

Deputy Mary Coughlan: It is a Commission
proposal and we have gone beyond it in many
ways. I have reviewed the tagging regime as it
discommoded many farmers. Neither of those is
exclusive. The sheep fencing and handling facili-
ties were requested during the discussions.

Deputy Michael Creed: They are gone now.

Deputy Mary Coughlan: I will deal with that
on the question regarding the farm improvement
scheme. However, that has nothing to do with the
electronic tagging issue. Further discussions and
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consultation will take place with all those
involved.

Deputy Michael Creed: It will be introduced
in 2008.

Deputy Mary Coughlan: We have worked
towards that process and what the Commission
proposes to introduce is more difficult than what
we currently have.

Milk Quota.

45. Deputy Seán Sherlock asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the position
regarding the Health Check; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [27359/07]

Deputy Mary Coughlan: Reviews of the oper-
ation of milk quotas and implementation of single
payment scheme due in 2008 will be amalgamated
into an overall “Health Check” of the Common
Agricultural Policy. A Commission communi-
cation in preparation for the Health Check is
expected to be tabled towards the end of this
month and formal legislative proposals are
expected to be published in May 2008. Agree-
ment on the proposals is anticipated for the latter
half of 2008 during the French Presidency of the
EU. I await with interest the Commission com-
munication due later this month and I will partici-
pate actively in the ensuing negotiations. I have
urged the Commission to take this opportunity to
consider further possibilities for the simplification
of the single payment and cross-compliance
requirements to reduce the administrative burden
on farmers. The Health Check will have a part-
icular focus on dairy aspects, given the Com-
missioner has intimated that the opportunity will
be taken to secure a “soft landing” towards the
ending of the quota regime in 2015. I want to
ensure, in the negotiating position I adopt, that I
have direct access to the broadest views, partic-
ularly those of key stakeholders in the industry
to assist me in that process. I, therefore, recently
established a broadly representative dairy con-
sultative committee, which will advise me on this
key aspect of the Health Check.

Deputy Seán Sherlock: I thank the Minister for
her reply. The timelines are as we anticipated and
I welcome the establishment of the consultative
committee. I refer the Minister to a speech given
by Commissioner Fischer Boel in Paris last
month. She referred to the Health Check, the
strengthening of competitiveness, supporting
rural society and so on. It was all very aspirational
in its aims. Farmers are worried about the issues
of cross-compliance and modulation under the
single payment scheme and, particularly, whether
the Commission will place upper or lower limits
on payments to them under the scheme in the
context of the Health Check. They are worried

about the nature of cross compliance and the
stringent controls under which they are placed.
Has the Government defined a clear negotiating
position on those issues because farmers have
strong views on them?

Deputy Mary Coughlan: The Deputy is correct
that those are pertinent issues and when the com-
mittee is established, a number of them will be
considered. That approach will be more than
beneficial as we will hear what Members have to
say. I have grave concerns about a number of
issues, particularly compulsory modulation.
Farmers need political stability to proceed in the
decoupled era and I expressed that concern to the
Commissioner during recent discussions. Our
ideas will not be firmed up until we receive the
communications but I have laid out the par-
ameters within which I wish to work.

I have to be convinced about the standardis-
ation of the single payment model because the
EU has 21 such models and Ireland has
developed an historical model, which is more
beneficial. It is very unclear what the Commission
is seeking regarding thresholds and they may not
be necessarily be where we want to be in the
future under the single payment scheme. The
Deputy is correct that I would like changes to be
made regarding cross compliance so that there
are more flexibilities. Checks and balances are in
place under the single payment scheme. While
inspections are provided for, strict rules and regu-
lations are applied to the transfer of animals and
products entering the food chain. Greater simpli-
fication is needed on the cross compliance issue.
I have grave concerns about modulation but few
member states have such concerns. Many of the
new member states are more anxious to move
from the first to the second phase into rural
development because they do not have a signifi-
cant investment in the single farm payment
scheme and rural development is more important
to them. Equally, our colleagues in the UK, who
are anxious to implement compulsory modu-
lation, are not prepared to move on many other
aspects of the single payment scheme. The
Deputy is correct that we do not have firm par-
ameters within which to work but we have set
down a number of issues which will be pertinent
to the discussions.

Farm Improvement Scheme.

46. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if she will
make a statement on the future of the farm
improvement grant scheme; the number of appli-
cations received to date; and if her Department
will hand back funding to the Exchequer in
2007. [26974/07]

Deputy Mary Coughlan: The farm improve-
ment scheme was launched by my Department in
July 2007 and funding for the scheme was agreed
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under the partnership agreement, Towards 2016,
as part of an overall programme of investment in
the agri-food sector. A total of \350 million was
provided for farm waste and other on-farm
investment measures, of which \79 million was
provided for investments in farm improvements.
I had indicated, at the time of the launch of the
scheme, that the scheme would be terminated
when this financial ceiling had been reached.
Accordingly, I announced last week that, as appli-
cations under the farm scheme had reached this
level of funding, it would close to new appli-
cations for now. Funding for the scheme is pro-
vided as part of the overall package of measures
amounting to \8.6 billion of funding for the agri-
food sector which was agreed under the partner-
ship agreement and is set out in the National
Development Plan 2007-2013.

The scheme has proved to be extremely popu-
lar to farmers, as evidenced by the number of
applications received, particularly in the last few
weeks. More than 12,600 applications were
received up to the closing date of the scheme and
my Department will process these applications up
to the level of funding available. This is in
addition to 48,000 applications received under the
farm waste management scheme. Payment of
grant aid will issue in respect of all approved pro-
jects in due course when the work involved has
been completed.

My Department is committed to expenditure
substantially in excess of the \350 million pro-
vided for on-farm investment as a result of the
large number of approvals under the farm waste
management scheme. While there will be not be
an underspend in respect of my Department’s on-
farm investment schemes in 2007, I expect savings
will arise on other demand or market-led
schemes, expenditure on which is subject to a var-
iety of external factors, including the pace of
approval of state aids and rural development
programmes at EU level, the completion of
approved projects in the marketing and pro-
cessing scheme within the year and a reduced
reliance on intervention at EU level as a market
management tool. Funding for the farm improve-
ment scheme is provided under partnership,
which provides for a review in 2008. In accord-
ance with the terms of that agreement, the review
will take stock of the outcomes achieved in the
overall goals and will consider opportunities to
refocus and reprioritise.

Deputy Michael Creed: I am clutching at
straws. The Minister stated the scheme was closed
“for now”. Is she holding out the prospect that
the scheme may be reopened in 2008? Is she not
embarrassed that a scheme launched less than six
months ago had to be suspended last Friday?
That reflects an appalling inability in her Depart-
ment to predict the pent up demand for capital
investment on farms. I acknowledge the invest-
ment provided under the farm waste manage-

ment scheme but I refer the Minister to farm
gates. Many farmers are in a scheme that was sup-
posed to provide grant assistance under both the
farm waste management and farm improvement
schemes but, having gone through the regulatory
and planning process, they find the door has been
closed on them by the Department because it has
run out of funding for the latter scheme. The
Minister stated there will be an underspend in a
number of schemes administered by her Depart-
ment and she raised the possibility of a refund
to the Exchequer this year. Is she aware of the
comments of the Tánaiste and Minister for Fin-
ance in recent times regarding the downturn of
the economy? He stated it is important in the
context of competitiveness and efficiency to
retain capital investment as an engine to drive the
economy. The farming sector is a major
employer. It plays on a world stage and needs to
be efficient and competitive. Maintaining on-farm
capital investment is as important as and compar-
able to maintaining investment in the national
development plan and in Transport 21. Will the
Minister consider informing the Minister for Fin-
ance that her Department has underspent in cer-
tain areas and ask whether this scheme may be
reopened so that farmers may be allowed to get
on with the works they had envisaged doing?

Deputy Mary Coughlan: I am not
embarrassed.

Deputy Michael Creed: The Minister should
be.

Deputy Mary Coughlan: I should be more
embarrassed if I had a \79 million scheme and
nobody was interested in applying for it. That
would be a greater embarrassment.

Deputy Michael Creed: How could she have
underestimated it by so much?

Deputy Mary Coughlan: There are 48,000
applications under the farm waste management
scheme. That is the largest capital investment in
the sector in the history of the State and is very
flaithiúlach in the context of encouraging people
to address the issues of the nitrates directive.
That has been and will remain the priority of
the Department.

Deputy Seymour Crawford: That is nonsense.

Deputy Mary Coughlan: I have overspent this
year by \350 million, but on the basis of a very
fine Minister for Finance, who appreciates my
difficulties, I have been allowed to transfer some
of my savings into that scheme because we have
to address these issues. Deputy Crawford will
appreciate there are many people in County
Monaghan who have to be looked after.
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Deputy Seymour Crawford: I am not one of
them.

Deputy Mary Coughlan: Since 2000 I have
invested in 5,000 applications under the dairy
hygiene scheme as well as almost 12,000 under
the farm improvement scheme. Overall, there are
almost 60,000 applications and people to be sup-
ported. Deputy Creed likes to remind me of my
job so I shall remind him of what his crowd did
in April 1995. I have 60,000 applications to deal
with. His party in government had control of the
farmyard pollution scheme, which closed at
17,000. That means there is an investment in
respect of 60,000 on one side and 17,000 on the
other. We need to look at the issues as they exist.
We had a massive influx of applications to this
scheme over five days.

Deputy Michael Creed: The Minister should
have seen the underinvestment.

Deputy Mary Coughlan: It was part of the part-
nership agreement and, as I said, we shall be
reviewing this and the priorities with all the farm-
ing organisations in 2008. I am reviewing all the
applications on hand and those which have been
sanctioned will be paid. We will then work
towards payment of the rest when we see the
different categories and know when people are
going to invest etc. When all this has been done
and an evaluation has taken place I may be able
to reprioritise this scheme. The scheme has been
massively expanded and covered a plethora of
new ideas that presented. Until such time as I can
evaluate what is on hand I cannot give commit-
ments as to whether there will be any transfer of
funds. However, it will be up for review in 2008
as per the partnership agreement.

Deputy Michael Creed: I want to ask the Min-
ster two brief supplementary questions and the
possibility of an answer would be greatly appreci-
ated. Specifically, as regards those now being
denied grant aid under this scheme, will the Mini-
ster consider a derogation from their compliance
obligations under the nitrates directive and REPS
because very many of them had programmes in
place and investment targeted to address short-
comings on their farms to enable them to comply
with these regulations? Is the Minister aware of
the assertion being made by social partners, and
the farming organisations in particular, that this
was a demand-led scheme for which there was no
set budget? Will the issue be referred for adjudi-
cation to the machinery involved in resolving dis-
putes under social partnership, whether the
National Implementation Body or some such
forum because farmers feel very aggrieved by
this? There is a pent-up demand for capital
investment on farms. The proof of this is that the
scheme was so over-subscribed and nonetheless
the Department could not programme a scheme
of investment to last from 2007 to 2013. The fact

that it collapsed within six months because of
over-subscription smacks of desperate bad plan-
ning within the Department.

In view of that and the willingness of farmers
to respond——

Acting Chairman: Can the House hear the sup-
plementary question, please?

Deputy Michael Creed: I have asked a number
of supplementaries, but I am not getting any
answers.

Acting Chairman: Perhaps the Deputy can
avoid the long dissertation.

Deputy Mary Coughlan: The answer is that
when I negotiated the partnership agreement, we
had a finite amount of resources, \350 million, of
which \79 million was for the farm improvement
scheme. The agreement provided that this was
the amount to be spent until the money ran out.
Moving on from the agreement there was to be a
review in 2008 on the basis of ascertaining how
these programmes were manifesting. If we
needed to reprioritise we would do this within the
budget as set down under the national develop-
ment plan.

Deputy Seán Sherlock: The Government is
now discriminating against those people who got
their applications in on time and who will now be
cut off as a result of this action.

Deputy Michael Creed: That is correct.

Deputy Mary Coughlan: I am not ignoring the
fact that a number of people have a natural
expectation, perhaps next year or the year after,
to do certain things. As matters stand I have to
ascertain the timeframe as regards a number of
applications on hand that might have been hope-
fully shoved in, but which might be unfair to
people with a natural and genuine need. All that
has to be ascertained.

On the issue of the nitrates directive——

Deputy Michael Creed: And REPS.

Deputy Mary Coughlan: ——the farm waste
management scheme is addressing that and I have
allocated enormous resources and energy to this
area.

Deputy Michael Creed: It is not being dealt
with exclusively.

Deputy Mary Coughlan: It is. Anybody who
has missed the big farm waste management
scheme——

Deputy Michael Creed: They would have
works in hand which were a combination of both.
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Deputy Mary Coughlan: Yes, but the farm
waste management scheme was moved ahead.

Aquaculture Licences.

47. Deputy Tom Sheahan asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the action she
has taken in line with the recommendations of
the seafood industry strategy (details supplied) to
implement recommendation 6.2 dealing with
aquaculture licensing; the number of licences
issued by her since 1 January 2007; the number of
applications for new licences, renewals or reviews
currently waiting to be processed; when she will
reduce the backlog of applications, renewals and
reviews; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [27089/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Agri-
culture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy John
Browne): The Cawley report recommended that
a review of the existing procedures and processes
used to administer and implement the current
licensing and regulatory regime for the aquacul-
ture sector should take place with a view to
strengthening current systems and procedures
and delivering an improved service to customers.
My Department has prepared a detailed strategic
plan to give effect to this recommendation. This
plan is undergoing urgent internal consultation
with a view to eliminating the backlog within a
defined timeframe and delivering enhanced cus-
tomer service to the industry.

Responsibility for the Aquaculture Acts 1997
to 2006 and the associated functions transferred
to my Department on 19 October 2007. Prior to
that date, 12 aquaculture licences were issued by
my predecessors, including three issued by the
Aquaculture Licences Appeals Board, from 1
January 2007. This figure does not refer to the
assignments of licences from one operator to
another which are also processed by the
Department.

It is important however, that I place the
number of new licences issued in context. The
licensing procedure is lengthy and complex,
involving a range of intermediate measures
before a recommendation and decision can be
made in any one case. The process has become
considerably more complex in recent years due to
increased activity and demands in the coastal
zone and the knock-on need to take an ever
greater account of: the potential impacts on safety
and navigation; the ecological impacts on wild
fisheries, natural habitats, flora and fauna; the
suitability of the waters; the other beneficial uses
and the likely effects on the economy; and the
statutory status of the area.

The low number of licences issued this year to
date provides a good indicator of the need to
dramatically improve the process and procedures
involved in aquaculture licensing. Records avail-
able in the Department indicate that 254 are

being processed as new applications, licence
renewals or licences undergoing review. As
regards the substantial backlog, I am confident
that the detailed measures under consideration
by the Department will successfully address this
issue on a sustainable basis.

I assure the Deputy that the difficulty with the
backlog of licence applications is of huge import-
ance to the Department. As Minister of State
with responsibility for the marine, I am totally
committed to the elimination of this backlog as a
matter of urgency.

Deputy Tom Sheahan: I thank the Minister of
State for his answer, or rather the lack of one. I
asked a specific question, namely, the number of
licences issued since January 2007. The answer I
got was 12 and three, or 15. I asked about the
number of applications for new licences, renewals
or reviews being processed and he said 254, when
the figure is 260. When will the backlog be
cleared? The Minister of State said it would be
achieved as soon as possible.

At present, there are 20 companies in the Irish
Salmon Growers’ Association and their turnover
amounts to \60 million. They produce 12,000
tonnes but it is not very long since they were pro-
ducing 25,000 tonnes. The main reason for the
decline is inaction regarding licences in the Mini-
ster of State’s Department. On the Irish Trout
Producers’ Group and freshwater fisheries, the
main issues of concern are licences, capital invest-
ment and research and development.

Acting Chairman: The Deputy is developing
bad habits. He should ask questions and his long
dissertation should be discouraged.

Deputy Tom Sheahan: Will the Minister of
State outline how he expects to spend the budget
of \111 million given that it takes so long to pro-
cess a licence? There are 260 to be processed by
the Department, whose staff in west Cork — God
bless them — are entirely new. I imagine it will
be January 2009 before anything happens.

Deputy John Browne: In the past few weeks,
since responsibility for marine matters was trans-
ferred to what is now the Department of Agri-
culture, Fisheries and Food, the Minister and I
met the IFA aquaculture groups and worked out
a plan together. Obviously we had to have dis-
cussions with the stakeholders on how we would
deal with the licensing backlog. The coastal zone
management division in my Department has pre-
pared a detailed strategic plan that takes into
account the issues raised by the stakeholders,
including the elimination of the applications
backlog, the systematic monitoring and enforce-
ment regime, the development of customer
service delivery and the implementation of the
EU directive on habitats and fish health. We
expect to be in a position to roll out the new
regime on 1 January and I am quietly confident
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that we will eliminate the backlog by the end of
2008.

Deputy Tom Sheahan: By 2008.

Food Industry.

48. Deputy Andrew Doyle asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the initiatives
being taken by her Department and semi-State
bodies to develop a cost-effective energy policy
for the horticulture sector. [27538/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Agri-
culture, Fisheries and Food (Deputy Trevor
Sargent): Within the horticulture sector, there has
already been significant capital investment in new
glass technology and more efficient growing tun-
nels. Grant aid has been provided by my Depart-
ment for investments to maximise energy-
efficient production. Investment in more efficient
technologies will continue to be a priority as
energy costs continue to exert pressure on mar-
gins. Under the new scheme of grant aid for com-
mercial horticulture announced last month,
priority will be given to projects that are environ-
mentally sustainable. Proposals for investment in
improved production structures and equipment
for energy conservation will be welcomed. It is
essential that horticultural producers bring their
operations to a level of energy efficiency that can
sustain them into the future.

Initiatives are being taken at both EU and
national levels to develop alternative energy
sources. The Government is committed to max-
imising the potential of non-food crops to benefit
our indigenous renewable energy sector. Support
is being given for research in the biofuel and
biomass areas to enable us to respond to new
opportunities quickly. The development of bio-
energy should be of significant benefit to Irish
farmers, including the horticulture sector, in
which the rising cost of energy has been a major
concern for many years. Teagasc is monitoring
energy developments in the horticulture sector
abroad and experiments are being conducted in
Oakpark on alternative fuels, including
woodchips.

I would like to speak about Sustainable Energy
Ireland and other initiatives, including the Power
of One campaign, but they are the responsibility
of another Department.

Deputy Andrew Doyle: The Minister of State
must have known what I was going to ask. The
one area of Irish agriculture that our climate does
not generally favour is horticulture, particularly
in respect of protected crops. While I welcome
the grants the Minister of State announced last
month, I asked whether there is a direct, targeted
energy policy. Given that the Minister of State
ruled out Sustainable Energy Ireland, is it pos-
sible to link up with it through Teagasc? The

most recent study, which became available in
England in August, suggested that 28% of the
costs incurred by the horticulture industry in that
country are energy based. This is significant con-
sidering that Ireland enjoys practically the same
climate as England and has the same cost base.

While I welcome the capital investment and the
fact that the Minister of State is trying to encour-
age the development of improved mechanisms
for energy efficiency, is there not an avenue that
could be explored to prioritise energy? Energy
costs will probably increase by 40% in the horti-
culture sector. If the cost of home heating oil is
to increase by \60 per fill from today, one can
only the imagine the impact on horticulture,
particularly in respect of protected crops. This
would disadvantage us further competitively in a
sector that is probably worth \300 million to
\400 million.

Deputy Trevor Sargent: I would like to give the
Deputy a wide-ranging answer as if I were the
Green Party leader and allowed talk about every
Department. However, I am Minister of State at
the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food and must therefore confine my remarks to
matters for which that Department is responsible.
Notwithstanding this, I take on board the
Deputy’s suggestion to consider how Teagasc
might extend its remit to the greatest extent pos-
sible to address crippling energy costs in agri-
culture, particularly horticulture. These costs will
continue to rise and this explains why we are not
growing as many tomatoes as we used to and why
the cost of protected crops is growing accordingly
in Ireland.

We must focus on other areas concerning
energy, as I discussed with the Deputy when visit-
ing the good Dominicans in Wicklow town.
Organic production is and has been shown scien-
tifically to be less energy intense than other forms
of production and this creates a competitive
advantage that needs to be developed. This is a
focus of my work in the Department. In Wicklow,
we also discussed the fact that the use of local
abattoirs is much more energy efficient than tak-
ing animals to the factories, which incurs high
transport costs.

I am interested in biogas in terms of anaerobic
digestion and geothermal energy in terms of pro-
ducing protected crops, and I have studied exper-
iments on wind energy for heating water for pro-
tected crops. Not all these areas fall within my
remit, but the clear need to address rising energy
costs in horticulture is such that I will be pushing
for advances in them as part of a Government
with collective responsibility.

Acting Chairman: Before moving to Other
Questions, I ask Deputies on both the Govern-
ment and Opposition sides to restrict themselves
to asking questions as quickly as possible.
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Deputy Michael Creed: And giving the
answers.

Deputy Mary Coughlan: The Deputy does not
appreciate my answers.

Other Questions.

————

Food Industry.

49. Deputy Seán Sherlock asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if she will
make direct financial supports available to farm-
ers markets here to encourage their growth by
way of marketing and advertising initiatives.
[27069/07]

Deputy Trevor Sargent: Support for the
development of farmers’ markets is included
under the village renewal and development
measure in Axis 3 of Rural Development Prog-
ramme, Ireland, 2007-2013, which programme is
operated by the Minister for Community, Rural
and Gaeltacht Affairs, Deputy Ó Cuı́v. The aim
of this measure is to provide appropriate small-
scale infrastructure to enhance the economic and
social attractiveness of villages, small towns and
the surrounding countryside. The development of
farmers’ markets has received support across the
country from the local action groups delivering
the Leader programmes for 2000 to 2006 and is
provided for under the new programme. The
selection process for the local action groups to
deliver the Leader-type measures under the new
programme will commence shortly. I understand
that funding to networks of producers to market,
promote and advertise themselves and their
markets at local level is currently provided under
the Leader programme.

4 o’clock

There are now something like under 130
markets in Ireland today, a number that has
grown from a very small base over the past five

years. Bord Bia estimates that the
farmers’ market system has an
annual turnover of \28 million and,

clearly, there is potential for the system to grow
its share of the Irish food market in coming years.

The Government is committed to supporting
local and regional food and both Towards 2016
and my Department’s Agri-Vision 2015 action
plan include measures in this regard. One of our
commitments under the programme for Govern-
ment is the encouragement of more direct selling
from farmer to customer by restoring and pro-
moting a national network of farmers’ markets.
In this context, my ministerial colleagues and I
have participated at events such as launches of
new markets to champion the scope of this route
to market for the overall benefit of our food
industry and our local communities.

Bord Bia, which operates under the aegis of my
Department, works closely with other State and

local agencies to exploit the growing oppor-
tunities for farmers’ markets, recognising their
current and future importance as an opportunity
for direct selling by farmers and food entre-
preneurs.

Bord Bia has supported and will continue to
support these markets through relevant advice
and information, which is now available on its
new small business website, www.bordbiavantag-
e.ie, and through the development and imple-
mentation of nationwide marketing campaigns.

The main vehicle for farmers’ market market-
ing in Ireland this year was Bord Bia’s sponsor-
ship of “Fresh from the Farmer’s Market”, an
eight-part television series shown on RTE 1
between April and June 2007. This programme
featured markets and producers throughout the
country and achieved strong viewer ratings
throughout the series. The programme has now
been sold to other television networks overseas,
including the UK, Australia and New Zealand,
and has been shown on flights inbound from the
US. This has helped to showcase the strong and
vibrant farmers’ market network in Ireland and
indeed highlights one of the many wonderful food
tourism attractions of Ireland, the food island. In
addition, it has assisted in driving consumer
traffic into farmers’ markets — both domestic
traffic and traffic from tourists. Given the positive
response to the first series, a second series is cur-
rently in production and will be shown in April
2008. Bord Bia is the main sponsor of the show,
strengthening this marketing platform.

My Department is also currently surveying
every known farmers’ market in the country to
ascertain and compile a detailed database of
statistics. This information will then be used to
guide Government policy at both local and
national level for farmers’ markets going forward.
We are also looking at international examples in
order to import some strong ideas and structures
that will work for the already blossoming farmers’
market system in Ireland.

Acting Chairman: I will allow supplementary
questions on this matter.

Deputy Seán Sherlock: I thank the Minister of
State for his verbose answer and his advertising
blurb for RTE. I appreciate the fact that Bord Bia
and the Department of Community, Rural and
Gaeltacht Affairs through the Leader programme
are doing much to encourage farmers’ markets.
However, on the ground, many farmers’ markets
are striving — I will not say they are struggling
— to boost their popularity locally. Much of this
work is done through voluntary effort. While
programmes are in place through Leader to help
them, if some sort of direct support was made
available to them for advertising through local
media, it would be of great assistance to them.

Judging from the Minister of State’s answer, he
is not telling me that his Department necessarily
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will be directly responsible for that and I accept
this point. I also accept the fact that there is
serious potential within this country for the
growth of local markets. Will the Minister of
State consider the idea of direct finance for mar-
keting and advertising?

Acting Chairman: The Minister of State will
give a brief answer.

Deputy Trevor Sargent: I would love to put my
hand in my pocket and give money directly but
state aid rules must be taken into account and we
must be cognisant of this reality. That said, I am
conscious of the need to co-operate with, for
example, the Department of the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government, which has over-
all responsibility for local government. I am pro-
moting the remit of local government in respect
of food. With this in mind, I am working with
officials in the Department of the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government so that we can
jointly financially sponsor measures, for example,
to ensure that running water and electricity are
provided and that sufficiently central locations
with parking and other necessary nuts and bolts
are in place to give the market every necessary
advantage to be successful.

On 13 November 2007, I will attend a local
food conference in the Park Hotel in Mullingar,
at which Deputy Sherlock might be present. I
look forward to seeing him there. I will deal with
that issue on the ground.

Deputy Denis Naughten: The Minister of State
is almost a walking billboard.

Deputy Trevor Sargent: In January, I will
organise a forum with city and county managers
where we can harmonise and bring some consist-
ency to the way in which farmers’ markets are
organised throughout the country. That is all part
of the help which is both practical and legal for
me to give.

I will look at other areas, for example, indirect
payments such as the organic farming grants,
which, again, are of major assistance to people on
many of those stalls, and REPS financing.
Indirectly, hopefully, we can show that we have
the financial as well as political commitment to
developing farmers’ markets.

Grant Payments.

50. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the value of
inactivated single farm payment entitlements
which are to be returned to the national reserve;
and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [27066/07]

Deputy John Browne: The regulations govern-
ing the single payment scheme provide that farm-

ers for whom single payment entitlements were
established had to activate those entitlements in
2005 by submitting a single payment application
in that year. Entitlements not activated in 2005
are surrendered to the national reserve.
Additionally, having activated their entitlements
in 2005, farmers are required to use their single
payment entitlements within three years and any
entitlements not used for three years are surren-
dered to the national reserve. In order to use
entitlements each year, farmers are required to
declare one hectare of eligible land for each
entitlement held. The total value of entitlements
not activated in 2005 is \4.5 million.

In March 2007, my Department wrote to farm-
ers who had not used their entitlements in 2005
or 2006 reminding them that, if they did not use
them in 2007, these unused entitlements would
be surrendered to the national reserve. The final
figure for the value of entitlements unused for the
three years will not be known until processing of
the 2007 single payment scheme is completed.

My Department will again write to all farmers
who hold entitlements and have not used them in
either 2005, 2006 or 2007 to give them an oppor-
tunity to submit any observations they may wish
to make. Any observations made can be taken
into account before a final decision is taken to
permanently surrender the entitlements to the
national reserve. It is possible that some farmers
were not in a position to use the entitlements for
reasons of force majeure — exceptional circum-
stances — and in such cases, the entitlements in
question will not be forfeited to the national
reserve.

Deputy Denis Naughten: I accept the point
made by the Minister of State that there may be
legitimate reasons that someone could not acti-
vate them in any of the three years. After the
Department goes through this subsequent process
and a fund of between \4 million and \5 million,
as is probable at this stage, is still left there, this
money should be ring-fenced for hardship cases.

A young farmer who applied under the
national reserve was given the princely sum of
\6.58 per entitlement. This young farmer has
spent a significant amount of money on recla-
mation and this is his entitlement, which is vir-
tually worthless, particularly when indexation is
taken into account. Where genuine cases of hard-
ship and cases where people have got a raw deal
exist, will the Minister consider ring-fencing those
monies to help give those people a decent single
farm payment?

Deputy John Browne: Under EU regulations,
young farmers must be the number one priority.
We can look at other situations subsequently.

Deputy Denis Naughten: I gave the example of
a young farmer who receives \6.58 per entitle-
ment. This will not encourage anyone to work full
time in agriculture. Will the Minister of State
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examine these situations? A force majeure prog-
ramme existed in the past to deal with these
issues. In the case of people who have suffered a
raw deal, will the Minister of State consider their
cases sympathetically and ring-fence that
element?

Deputy John Browne: Will the Deputy pass on
the details of that case so that we can examine it?

Deputy Denis Naughten: I have a few of them
and would be only too happy to pass them on.

EU Legislation.

51. Deputy Simon Coveney asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the impli-
cations for Irish Agriculture of the EU announce-
ment on restrictions on the use of pesticides.
[27128/07]

Deputy Trevor Sargent: In the context of the
thematic strategy on the sustainable use of pestic-
ides, the Commission has proposed legislation on
the marketing and use of plant protection prod-
ucts. These proposals include a number of initiat-
ives aimed at reducing the risks to the envir-
onment and human health associated with use of
plant protection products.

This proposed legislation is subject to the co-
decision process, involving both the EU Council
and the EU Parliament working in parallel. The
EU Parliament adopted a position on these pro-
posals at its plenary session on 23 October which
refers to use reduction, prohibitions or severe
restrictions, etc. However, the Council has not yet
completed a first reading of the legislative texts
concerned. Consequently, there is no agreed EU
position at this time.

The Department is participating in the ongoing
discussions at Council. The current Commission
proposals do not contain any plans to impose sev-
ere restrictions except where deemed absolutely
necessary following scientifically sound risk
assessment. Since the Department already carries
out such risk assessments during the authoris-
ation process for pesticides, the current proposals
from the Commission present no significant
additional negative implications for Irish farming.

Deputy Simon Coveney: Can the Minister
ensure we do not have a repeat of the nitrates
directive fiasco, when farmers had no idea what
was coming down the tracks? In a hurried man-
ner, we put together a national nitrates action
plan

Deputy Mary Coughlan: The Deputy is mis-
representing the situation. For ten years they
knew what would happen.

Deputy Denis Naughten: A band aid approach
was taken.

Deputy Simon Coveney: That is rubbish.

Deputy Denis Naughten: It is non-recyclable
rubbish.

Deputy Simon Coveney: During the last Euro-
pean elections we had many farmers’ meetings at
which concerns were expressed about restrictions
on pesticide use. Having been in the European
Parliament, I know that Ireland is a at disadvan-
tage as a large agricultural producer. Most views
and legislation in the European Parliament are
led by the consumer. We must ensure Ireland
communicates its perspective as an agricultural
producer so that we take commercial farming into
account. There is a concern that, because the
Minister of State has expressed views on a GM-
free Ireland, we are moving towards an organic
Ireland. This would make commercial farming a
thing of the past in respect of responsible pestic-
ide use, herbicide use and so on.

Deputy Trevor Sargent: Where is that coming
from? It is GM propaganda.

Deputy Simon Coveney: I wish to raise this
matter at an early stage to ensure farmers and
farming representatives are kept in the loop on
this issue. Concern, particularly among arable
farmers, is growing.

Deputy Trevor Sargent: I am aware of those
concerns because I speak to farmers, as does
Deputy Coveney. Sometimes it is not the fault of
farmers that they are given incorrect information.
The GM lobby is strong in Brussels and I under-
stand that Deputy Coveney hears them regularly
communicating the message that GM crops are a
way of not using chemicals. The opposite is the
case, as held by objective studies. I do not buy
the idea that GM crops are a way of avoiding
chemicals.

Many farmers are minimising pesticide use for
reasons of cost as well as human health and
environmental reasons and consumer pressure. I
have visited a number of farms where biological
controls are tested and are working quite well.
This issue does not relate to what was proposed,
namely a 50% cut in pesticide use. It refers to
reduced risk, a far more complex issue that must
be worked on through consultation with farmers,
agronomists and those who have a scientific base
for what they are advocating. I give a commit-
ment that no decision I will stand over will be
made in the dark, without consultation with farm-
ers. It is vital that farmers recognise that con-
sumer pressure is in favour of less pesticides and
that scientific means, which do not involve GM,
allow for far better plant protection with less pes-
ticide through breeding various strains. For
example, part of the directive deals with inte-
grated pest management, the prohibition on aer-
ial spraying, the designation of areas of greatly
reduced or zero pesticide use and measures of
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risk reduction through harmonised indicators. It
is quite complex and involves training and certifi-
cation for professional users of pesticides.

Deputy Simon Coveney: The national plan is
the key issue the Government must examine.

Deputy Trevor Sargent: Absolutely, but it is
more complex than referring to levels of use. The
directive does not refer to levels of use but of
reduced risk. This is far more important to bear
in mind and will not be implemented without con-
sultation with farmers. I assure the Deputy of
that.

Deputy Michael Creed: As long as it is not a
reduced yield.

Deputy Seán Sherlock: I am aware of the time
constraints. Given that the legislation is at the
stage of a first reading at the Council of Ministers,
is the Minister aware of the range of pesticides
that will come under the ambit of this procedure?

Deputy Trevor Sargent: Time does not allow
me to go into the full range because it is quite
extensive.

Deputy Denis Naughten: Saved by the bell.

Deputy Trevor Sargent: I look forward to an
opportunity to discuss it without the time con-
straints of Dáil Éireann.

Deputy Michael Creed: Can the Minister circu-
late the list?

Deputy Trevor Sargent: We can provide the
list.

Written Answers follow Adjournment Debate.

Adjournment Debate Matters.

An Ceann Comhairle: I wish to advise the
House of the following matters in respect of
which notice has been given under Standing
Order 21 and the name of the Member in each
case: (1) Deputy Tom Hayes — to confirm when
the Abbey school will receive its long awaited
funding for a PE hall; (2) Deputy Chris Andrews
— the need for dialogue between the HSE and
the Irish Pharmaceutical Union on the new policy
for the pricing of drugs; (3) Deputy James
Bannon — to outline what, if any, plans are in
place for a cohesive policy to expedite the
development of slurry generated electricity; (4)
Deputy Seán Barrett — the need to discuss the
findings of a recent report on St. Michael’s
Hospital, Dún Laoghaire; (5) Deputy Leo Varad-
kar — the action of President Pervez Musharraf
in imposing martial law and suspending civil
liberties; (6) Deputy Michael Ring — the position
with the construction of a new premises for a

gaelscoil in County Mayo; (7) Deputy Joe
Costello — to enact the Judicial Council Bill
without delay; (8) Deputy Olwyn Enright — to
outline to the House all the information to date
on the misdiagnosis of several women who had
mammograms and biopsies at Midlands Regional
Hospital, Portlaoise, County Laois; and (9)
Deputy Dan Neville — when funding will be pro-
vided for the Adare bypass.

The matters raised by Deputies Chris Andrews,
Barrett, Varadkar and Ring have been selected
for discussion.

Leader’s Questions.

Deputy Enda Kenny: Yesterday we heard of
the tragic case of a woman given the all-clear and
then diagnosed as having breast cancer. I have
listened to the Taoiseach for long enough and on
many occasions he stated that the people of
Ireland should thank him for the health service.
The Taoiseach and the Minister for Health and
Children have repeatedly referred to the sum of
\14 billion spent on the health service.

When was the Minister for Health and Chil-
dren first notified of difficulties with the breast
cancer service in Portlaoise hospital? How can
the Taoiseach, after ten and a half years in office,
stand over a systems failure in Portlaoise whereby
only one radiologist signed off on each mammog-
ram? By any standards, those of a centre of excel-
lence or elsewhere, mammograms are signed off
by more than one radiologist. This is a systems
failure over which the Taoiseach presides, yet he
says people should thank him for the state of the
health service.

Eight women, as far as we know, in the mid-
lands were misdiagnosed because of that systems
failure. Despite the repeated assertions of Mini-
ster after Minister, that is where the blame lies.
Government policy is outlined by the Govern-
ment, namely, Fianna Fáil, the Progressive
Democrats, the Green Party and the Indepen-
dents. The Taoiseach has allowed a situation to
arise whereby people are leaderless in terms of
integrity in the health service. What people who
are not trained in the medical area want is integ-
rity of system and trust in that system so that if
they are obliged to seek treatment, it will give
them the very best chance of survival.

I will ask my two questions again. When was
the Minister for Health and Children first notified
of difficulties in respect of the system at Port-
laoise hospital? How can the Taoiseach stand
over a failure of system as blatant as that which
arose at Portlaoise and under which only one
radiologist signed off on each mammogram?

The Taoiseach: The HSE has apologised to all
of the women involved for the delay in diagnosis.
Everyone is concerned about these eight women
and it is important that the requisite treatment
and counselling services have been put in place in
respect of them.
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The Minister for Health and Children was
informed on 29 August last that following con-
cerns raised by the relevant staff, the HSE had
established a review of all breast radiology diag-
noses at the Midland Regional Hospital in Port-
laoise made in the period from November 2003
to August 2007. That review is being led by Dr.
Ann O’Doherty, consultant radiologist at St.
Vincent’s University Hospital who also works
with BreastCheck. The HSE advised the Depart-
ment that 3,026 mammograms — representing
the total number involved — had been reviewed,
that this led to 234 women having their diagnosis
status and clinical notes reviewed and that, as a
result, 54 individuals were called to clinics at St.
Vincent’s University Hospital. Of the 54 recalled,
to date seven have been identified — another
person was also identified but not under this
review — as having a diagnosis of cancer. All
seven women have been offered the appropriate
treatment and counselling.

At the beginning of this week, the cases of 19
women were still to be reviewed. Of these, six
have been referred to the special clinic at St.
Vincent’s. Four of them attended the clinic yes-
terday and two are scheduled to attend on Thurs-
day. The review will be completed this week and
a full report will be published by the end of
November.

I understand that a consultant radiologist
whose practice gave rise to this review remains
on administrative leave. I also understand that a
helpline has been put in place.

As Deputy Kenny is aware, until recently there
were 35 different hospitals throughout the coun-
try at which treatment was available. The HSE
has for some time — in line with the practice in
other jurisdictions, including Northern Ireland —
been reducing that number and establishing
centres of excellence at which different standards
apply. The latter information is separate from the
matter under discussion but it outlines what the
HSE has been endeavouring to do in providing a
service. The eminent person charged with driving
the reform programme will be commencing work
in a few weeks and will be bringing the cancer
service into line with the review carried out by
the HSE. We look forward to that happening dur-
ing 2008 and 2009.

Deputy Enda Kenny: The Taoiseach did not
answer the question I asked. How can he stand
over a systems failure under which only one radi-
ologist signed off on these women’s mammog-
rams? At Mayo General Hospital, double signing
has been in place since 1990. I understand there is
a letter, written on 13 December 2006, on RTE’s
website, which indicates that in order to avoid the
possibility of serious litigation, it would be neces-
sary to replace the equipment in Portlaoise
hospital as a matter of extreme urgency. As the
Taoiseach is aware, this was identified by Pro-
fessor O’Higgins in his report relating to 12

centres. However, neither funding nor resources
were ever provided in respect of Portlaoise.

The Taoiseach stated that the Minister for
Health and Children was first informed about this
matter on 29 August last. However, it is clear that
there is another letter, dated December 2006, on
the file which indicates the necessity for major
investment to be made in respect of equipment.

As the leader of the Government for the past
ten and a half years, how can the Taoiseach jus-
tify presiding — along with successive Ministers
for Health and Children — over a situation
where, in respect of the system designed to
deliver the best service to the women of the mid-
lands regarding symptomatic breast disease, only
one radiologist signed off on mammograms?

On RTE this morning, Mr. O’Brien, CEO of
the national cancer screening service, stated that
in order to deliver the type of service to which he
was referring, one must first set out clearly one’s
intent and then engage in a clear process of plan-
ning how one should proceed. Will the Taoiseach
outline this clear process? When will we be
informed that this will form part of the critical
infrastructure Bill? Where is the money that has
been allocated? What buildings, facilities and per-
sonnel will be used to deliver the service to which
the Taoiseach refers?

I am of the view that the HSE is but a tool of
the Government.

Deputy Michael Creed: It is a mudguard for
the Taoiseach.

Deputy Enda Kenny: This is the Government’s
policy and it has failed eight women, that we
know of, in the midlands. The Taoiseach presides
over that policy. Despite all the fine words and
the undoubted investment that has been thrown
at the health service, eight women were misdiag-
nosed as a result of a blatant systems failure over
which the Government has presided.

The Taoiseach: I do not wish to discuss why
somebody is on administrative leave. I will,
however, outline to the Deputy the advice I
received. I am informed that there was no
systems failure involved. When the recruitment
process took place, one person applied for the
post. That individual was taken on to fill the posi-
tion but is now on administrative leave.

Those who run the 35 hospitals to which I
referred earlier would argue that we should have
state-of-the-art equipment. That is precisely why
we are moving away from that position. We are
following best international practice by having
fewer centres. Northern Ireland used to have 19
centres but it now only has five.

Deputy Olivia Mitchell: That has nothing to
do——

(Interruptions).
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The Taoiseach: The Deputies should please not
interrupt me. Nobody interrupted Deputy Kenny.

An Ceann Comhairle: The Taoiseach, without
interruption.

Deputy Michael Creed: Ten years.

The Taoiseach: Last week, people in the House
stated that we should have all of these centres.

(Interruptions).

The Taoiseach: People should cop on. If indi-
viduals want to politicise this matter, we can do
so.

Deputy Michael Creed: The Taoiseach should
be ashamed.

The Taoiseach: We have taken on 70 additional
consultants in this area. We need to maximise
investment in state-of-the-art facilities, with full
multidisciplinary teams. Professor Keane is due
to take up his post on 19 November. He is
expected to quickly designate national clinical
leaders in the areas of radiation, surgical and
medical oncology. Arrangements are in hand to
enable him to take control of all the new devel-
opments relating to cancer services from 1
January and, progressively, to assume responsi-
bility for all existing cancer services and related
funding and staffing. He intends to designate the
locations for a range of cancer specialties from
among the eight centres in early January. I hope
he will be allowed to do so, particularly because
everyone will be seeking these specialties for
their facility. He will, therefore, be changing, as
soon as he arrives, into detailed planning to facili-
tate these designations. On the orderly phased
transfer of services between locations, the HSE
plans to have completed 50% of the transition of
services next year and to complete up to 90% of
it by the end of 2009.

As Deputy Kenny is aware, the Minister for
Health and Children approved a national quality
standard in respect of systematic breast disease
services under last year’s Health Act. That stan-
dard requires significant reorganisation of breast
cancer services to ensure that each centre provid-
ing such services serves a population of approxi-
mately 300,000 to 350,000; manages a minimum
of 150 new cases each year; allows for a minimum
number of new cases, 50 per year, to be managed
by specialists — breast surgeons; ensures that
such care is provided by a team made up of a
surgeon, a radiologist and a pathologist; and has
a minimum of two nominated consultants in each
of these specialties. All of the other initiatives in
this area were set out last year.

Deputy Olwyn Enright: Where will women go
while we are waiting for this to happen?

The Taoiseach: Those guidelines were set
out——

An Ceann Comhairle: The Taoiseach has gone
over time.

Deputy James Reilly: How can it be achieved
without ring-fenced funding?

The Taoiseach: I do not have time to set it out
in one minute. It was all published last year and
Deputies can look at it.

What we should do in this House is try to make
the necessary reforms to ensure these issues do
not happen. The best way to do so is to make
sure we have state-of-the-art, well-organised and
well-focused multidisciplinary teams in a limited
number of locations where we can give people
the best service possible. This is what is set out
clearly for us, what is being implemented and it
is the right thing to do.

Deputy Charles Flanagan: It is seven years
too late.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: The Taoiseach speaks
about this like a man heading the Government
for the past ten weeks and not the past ten years.
What happened in Portlaoise is the worst in a
recent series of misdiagnoses including a woman
in Galway who was misdiagnosed twice, the case
of Rebecca O’Malley in Cork and the cases in
Barringtons Hospital about which we were sup-
posed to have had an inquiry but which has not
yet got underway fully.

What happened in Portlaoise? I do not want to
hear about system failures or the Taoiseach to tell
me he cannot talk about somebody being on
administrative leave. Why not? A serious misdi-
agnosis occurred in Portlaoise and I want to know
what happened. The Taoiseach should tell the
House in plain language. What went wrong? Why
were the checks not carried out? The women con-
cerned at least deserve the courtesy of having it
explained. When was it discovered in the hospital
in Portlaoise and what was done about it at that
time? We were told it was made public at the end
of August and we are now told the Minister for
Health and Children was informed on 20 August.

The Minister for Health and Children is
reported to have stated she is considering a
review of mammograms throughout the country.
Is such a review being contemplated? I expect
many women who have had mammograms during
recent years must now be concerned about
whether the results they received were accurate.
Is a review being carried out elsewhere? Is there
any reason to believe the type of problem which
arose in Portlaoise might present in other
hospitals?

The Taoiseach: I will try to answer most of
those questions. I understand it was around 29
August, or perhaps a week before.
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Deputy Eamon Gilmore: That it was
discovered.

The Taoiseach: Yes.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: How was the Minister
informed on 20 August?

The Taoiseach: On 29 August.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: She was told on 29
August.

The Taoiseach: The reason was that one of the
senior consultants had concerns about the diag-
noses and as I understand it — I want to be fair
to people and due process — the mammograms
being read by one consultant showed different
results to another consultant’s reading of them.
As I stated, a consultant is on administrative
leave because of this. Consultant Ann O’Doherty
of St. Vincent’s Hospital and BreastCheck is pre-
paring a report which will be published this
month. She will cover all aspects of the case.

On Deputy Gilmore’s more general question, I
understand from what I have read and from pre-
vious briefings on setting up national centres that
we have more consultants than we need. We have
70 consultants. People ask what have we done
during recent years. We have taken on more than
70 senior breast cancer consultants. For our size,
population and geographical and regional base it
is more than we require. The fact is that we do
not follow best international practice because we
use 35 locations. This is not the way to do things.
The best thing is to get multidisciplinary teams
working together on oncology in centralised
locations. Of course they can outsource and use
modern technology.

When one has 35 hospitals, and as the letter
mentioned by Deputy Kenny, they will always
look for more equipment. I am not denying that.
In this case they were looking for digital
technology.

Deputy Charles Flanagan: It was a warning
about litigation. The Taoiseach is not in the
picture.

An Ceann Comhairle: The Taoiseach without
interruption.

The Taoiseach: Every unit of the health service
in the country looks for additional modern tech-
nology every day of the week. I am not denying
that. We cannot provide it everywhere.

Deputy Seymour Crawford: The Taoiseach
promised them but delivery is a different thing.

The Taoiseach: We need to provide them in
centres of excellence where we have multi-
disciplinary teams. Let us be frank about it, when
one is ill one wants the best service and the best

teams and it is not about where one has it. That
is what we should be moving to in this country.

Deputy Olwyn Enright: They did not even
know they were ill.

Deputy James Reilly: This is a designated
centre that was not resourced.

The Taoiseach: As I understand it, the hospital
in Portlaoise was not to be the centre.

Deputy James Reilly: According to the report
in 2000——

An Ceann Comhairle: We are dealing with
Leaders’ Questions.

The Taoiseach: I am doing my best to answer
questions.

I have been given quite a lot of facts on this
but I think it is best that those facts are put into
a detailed report by the consultant, Ann
O’Doherty, who is an eminent person and that is
fair to everybody. She is actively engaged in put-
ting that report together.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: During recent days
and during the course of exchanges here today
we have been asked to accept that this will
improve when centres of excellence are estab-
lished and that they are the answer to all of this.
The problem I have with this and the Govern-
ment’s problem of credibility is that centres of
excellence were recommended seven years ago in
the O’Higgins report and it still has not hap-
pened. According to the Minister for Health and
Children it will happen by 2009. According to Mr.
O’Brien, who is in charge of the strategy, it will
not happen for a further three years after that
and it will be well into 2012 or 2013 before they
are established.

In the meantime, the Government proposes to
close local centres and 13 of them are targeted
for closure. What will happen to cancer services
after local services are closed and before the
Government gets around to establishing the
centres of excellence? According to Professor
Crown in his radio interview with Pat Kenny
today, the Taoiseach and the Minister for Health
and Children have been going around the country
cutting the ribbons on private cancer facilities
which are smaller than the facilities being closed
to make way for the centres of excellence.

Cancer treatment and services have been dog-
ged by delay over recent years and the Taoiseach
has presided over it. BreastCheck was to have
rolled out completely by 2003. It is still not com-
pleted. The centres of excellence are seven years
coming. We have nothing but continuing delay on
the services being provided. The Taoiseach, the
Minister for Health and Children and the
Government speak as though they are starting
from day one and not as people who have been
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in charge of the dilapidation of the service for the
past ten years.

With regard to the Portlaoise issue, what
exactly is “administrative leave”? Is it suspension
with pay? Who authorised it and who made the
decision to put the consultant on administrative
leave?

The Taoiseach: On the final question, it was a
decision of the section of the HSE which appoints
consultants. I presume it is pending Ann
O’Doherty’s inquiry.

The 70 consultants taken on in recent years are
all in place as are their departments. The problem
is that they are too scattered. The Deputy is cor-
rect that the provision of centres of excellence has
not worked and we are all aware of why that is so.

The national BreastCheck screening prog-
ramme last year alone screened 64,000 people.
Every year there have been substantial increases
in the number. It is fully rolled out and is com-
mencing a process——

Deputy Joan Burton: It is not rolled out.

The Taoiseach: Please.

Deputy Liz McManus: It is not fully rolled out.

An Ceann Comhairle: The Taoiseach must be
allowed to complete his reply.

The Taoiseach: At present, it is being rolled out
in counties Cork, Galway and Roscommon. We
have provided additional funding this year, as we
did over the past number of years, so the national
cancer screening service can meet its additional
costs. The full complement of 111 staff for the
roll-out has been approved and the Minister has
made almost \30 million available this year for
capital funding. We have provided for the con-
struction of two new clinical units, seven mobile
units and state-of-the-art digital equipment. Scre-
ening in individual counties is dictated by
BreastCheck management operation consider-
ations. We have gone from the position of seven
years ago, when there was little or nothing. I was
present at the launch of BreastCheck, when we
had practically nothing. We are progressively rol-
ling it out, resourcing it and putting the staff in
place. The published national cancer control
programme shows the absolute necessity of
implementing the national control programme
without delay. The HSE has designated the four
managed cancer control networks and the eight
cancer centres, and Professor Keane is in place.

Deputy Gilmore asked a fair question in
respect of the 13 centres, the operations of which
were stopped following the report published last
year or the year before. The 13 centres dealt with
less than 55 cases between them. I am neither a
radiographer nor a radiologist and I do not know
anything about mammography but every report,

including references to other countries, states that
centres which deal with small numbers of cases
are not safe and not what we should be doing. It
is not that we have any bright ideas; it is inter-
national best practice. That is why we brought
Professor Keane here, as someone who has done
this successfully in Canada. He is Irish but has
worked for the Canadian system. He can do this
over a two-year period and we have put signifi-
cant resources into the area. I am not saying that
if we had all the digital equipment, the Professor
Keanes, the 70 consultants and everything else we
need we would prevent somebody from mis-
reading a mammogram or another person reading
it in a different way. However, we are progres-
sively putting in place the necessary resources
and people for BreastCheck and the national
screening programme, as we have done for at
least seven or eight years.

The most important aspect of this matter is that
seven or eight people have been badly let down
by the service and it is our obligation to do every-
thing we can for them.

Requests to move Adjournment of Dáil under
Standing Order 32.

An Ceann Comhairle: Before coming to the
Order of Business I propose to deal with a
number of notices under Standing Order 32. I will
call Deputies in the order in which they submitted
their notices to my office.

Deputy Jan O’Sullivan: I seek the adjournment
of the Dáil under Standing Order 32 to debate
the following urgent matter: the serious impli-
cations of the disclosure that a number of women
who underwent scans at Midlands Regional
Hospital, Portlaoise, have now been diagnosed
with breast cancer; the procedures being put in
place to provide the women concerned with
appropriate treatment and counselling; the steps
being taken to determine whether any similar
failure of screening procedures may have
occurred in any other hospitals; and the need for
the Minister for Health and Children to outline
the steps she intends to take to restore public
confidence.

Deputy Charles Flanagan: I seek the adjourn-
ment of the Dáil under Standing Order 32 to
debate the following urgent matter: the anxiety,
stress, worry and fear on the part of women in
the midlands and their families arising from the
breast cancer services provided at Midlands
Regional Hospital, Portlaoise; and to facilitate an
official response from the Minister for Health
and Children.

Deputy Dan Neville: I seek the adjournment of
the Dáil under Standing Order 32 to debate the
following urgent matter: the death by suicide of a
women at Tallaght hospital last Saturday; and the
refusal of the Government to respond positively
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to the request made on the Adjournment Debate
of 31 October 2007 for the appointment of a
suicide nurse for whom funding has been made
available by the National Suicide Prevention
Office but who is not being recruited due to the
HSE embargo on staff appointments. The
appointment should be made because this is a
critical frontline service.

Deputy Olwyn Enright: I seek the adjournment
of the Dáil under Standing Order 32 to debate
the following urgent matter: the misdiagnosis of
several women who underwent mammograms
and biopsies at Midlands Regional Hospital,
Portlaoise.

Deputy Fergus O’Dowd: I seek the adjourn-
ment of the Dáil under Standing Order 32 to
debate the following urgent matter: the refusal of
the Taoiseach to answer a parliamentary question
regarding when his Department’s media monitor-
ing unit, which costs taxpayers more than
\373,000 per year and is staffed 18 hours per day,
first became aware of press reports referring to
the Aer Lingus Belfast-Heathrow proposals; and
the action taken by the aforementioned unit as
a result.

Deputy Thomas P. Broughan: I seek the
adjournment of the Dáil under Standing Order 32
to debate the following urgent matter: that the
Minister for Health and Children and the HSE
urgently address the need for greater funding for
endoscopy services at Beaumont Hospital after a
family was forced to take out significant loans in
order to pay for immediate private health care
for a seriously ill parent due to the ongoing and
unacceptable waiting list for critical health
services at the hospital and the continuing appal-
ling waiting times for admission in the hospital’s
accident and emergency unit; and that she would
make a statement on the shameful matter.

An Ceann Comhairle: Having considered the
matters raised, they are not in order under Stand-
ing Order 32.

Deputy Charles Flanagan: On a point of order,
given that the Ceann Comhairle has ruled out the
matter I raised under Standing Order 32, perhaps
he will advise the House on the arrangements
being made or contemplated to allow a debate on
this important matter. In view of the fact that the
Taoiseach does not seem to be aware of the full
picture, perhaps he will allow the Minister for
Health and Children to make a detailed state-
ment in the form of an official response to the
situation obtaining in the midlands and, perhaps,
elsewhere.

The Taoiseach: I understand we will have a
debate on the matter tomorrow.

Order of Business.

The Taoiseach: It is proposed to take No. 11,
Land and Conveyancing Law Reform Bill 2006
[Seanad] — Second Stage (resumed); and No. 12,
Charities Bill 2007 — Second Stage (resumed).

Private Members’ business shall be No. 22,
motion re Irish emigrants in the United States of
America.

An Ceann Comhairle: There are no proposals
to put to the House.

Deputy Richard Bruton: I do not know
whether I understood the Taoiseach wrongly
when I read in the newspaper that he was appeal-
ing for wage restraint. I ask him whether we will
see a Supplementary Estimate so that the Dáil
can have a proper and informed debate on the
proposals made by the review group on higher
remuneration. We received a Supplementary
Estimate today from the Department of Finance
for a much smaller sum of money.

An Ceann Comhairle: Is a Supplementary Esti-
mate being promised?

Deputy Richard Bruton: The Government has
made the decision to implement this forthwith.
No money has been provided in the Estimates for
the matter, so I expect a Supplementary Estimate
will be needed. Otherwise, how are we to have a
proper and informed debate on the issue? Is the
Taoiseach saying a decision such as this should
not be debated in the Oireachtas? We need clar-
ity because \16 million has been incurred by the
State with the first instalment made and no report
seems to have been made to the Dáil in any shape
or form. The House should debate this important
issue and decide to postpone it until matching
changes which will deliver service at the frontline
are made and that it is yielding value for money.

An Ceann Comhairle: Is a Supplementary Esti-
mate promised in respect of this matter?

The Taoiseach: It was debated last week in this
House and I answered questions on it then. I am
not aware of a Supplementary Estimate. I am dis-
appointed that Deputy Bruton says he does not
feel senior officers in local authorities, the HSE
and the Judiciary should receive their increases.

Deputy Richard Bruton: We have just heard a
couple of reasons why it should not happen.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: On 19 October, the
High Court granted the first declaration of
incompatibility with the European Convention on
Human Rights to Ms Lydia Foy, whom the court
found had been treated by the State in a way
which was incompatible with the convention.
Under the European Convention on Human
Rights Act 2003, the Taoiseach is required to lay
before the House, within 21 days of such an order
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being made, a copy of the order containing the
declaration of incompatibility. Does the
Taoiseach have the declaration of incompati-
bility, when does he intend to lay it before the
House, in compliance with the 2003 Act, and will
the House be given an opportunity to discuss
the matter?

The Taoiseach: If it is the same issue, I under-
stand it is being discussed within the Department
and the Civil Registration Office. I have not yet
received a report on the matter.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: I wish to know——

An Ceann Comhairle: The Taoiseach cannot
go any further than that.

Deputy Eamon Gilmore: I wish to draw the
Ceann Comhairle’s attention to the fact that
there is a legal requirement to have this laid
before the House within 21 days and, as I said
already, the order was granted on 19 October. I
am simply asking when it will appear before the
House.

An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy has made
his point.

The Taoiseach: I have the order.

An Ceann Comhairle: I call Deputy Crawford.

Deputy Seymour Crawford: Thank you — third
time lucky. I wish to ask the Minister about
section C of a Bill due to come before the House.
In County Monaghan, Eirgrid is proposing to
erect a 400 kv line as part of the interconnector.
When will the Electricity Regulation (Eirgrid)
(Amendment) Bill come before the House so that
we can discuss the major anxieties that people
have regarding the issue?

The Taoiseach: The Bill will provide a statu-
tory underpinning for Eirgrid plc to build its own
east-west electricity interconnector. The analysis
of that is under way in the Department but there
is no date set, as yet, for the legislation.

Deputy Seymour Crawford: I am concerned
about the north west.

An Ceann Comhairle: We cannot regionalise
the debate.

Deputy Seán Barrett: When will the motion
establishing the joint committee on climate
change and energy security come before the
House? The Taoiseach is probably aware that
two weeks ago the leader of the Opposition,
Deputy Enda Kenny, asked that the terms of ref-
erence be circulated. If the Government cannot
establish the terms of reference, it should estab-

lish the committee, whose members would be
prepared to do it.

The Taoiseach: I understand consultations
have been taking place.

Deputy Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin: Last week, the
Government used the Markets in Financial
Instruments and Miscellaneous Provisions Bill to
enact a special measure to deal with the pension
of one former Minister. I do not begrudge the
Deputy concerned his rightful entitlements but
much concern has been raised by pensioners and
others who have not been able to access their
entitlements because of late application or other
such difficulties. I believe this is the real issue
here and not the specifics of what has been
addressed——

An Ceann Comhairle: Does the Deputy have a
question relating to legislation?

Deputy Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin: I wish to know
— if the Ceann Comhairle is patient with me —
if, mindful of the numbers of people who have
been denied their full entitlement to pensions and
other payments, the Government will introduce
facilitating legislation to ensure that all citizens
are treated with the same consideration as was
employed here last week in relation to a former
Government Minister.

The Taoiseach: I do not think legislation is
promised in the area to which the Deputy refers.
The Tánaiste stated that there was a small group
of people that could have been disenfranchised.
As I understand it, it is the other way around.
The ordinary citizen has this right but somebody
along the way decided that a politician should not
have the right and the legislation was corrected
to give politicians equity with the ordinary citizen.
That is what the amendment does.

Deputy Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin: I could cite
many cases of people who cannot claim their full
pension entitlements.

Deputy Charles Flanagan: I wish to revert to
the matter raised earlier by Deputy Gilmore
relating to the lodging by the Taoiseach of the
declaration, which is a requirement under law. I
ask the Taoiseach to assist the House by outlining
what constitutes a working day. I understand the
21 days referred to are, in effect, 21 working days.
In view of the recent lavish increase bestowed on
himself and his Ministers, there should be no dif-
ference between 21 days and 21 working days and
if that is the case, the declaration should be
lodged this week.

An Ceann Comhairle: You can move into the
Statute of Limitations if you want.
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Deputy James Bannon: It is reported in today’s
newspapers that an Irish student is taking a High
Court challenge to the quota on the number of
undergraduate places in medicine allocated to
EU students. His legal team includes the former
Tánaiste, Mr. Michael McDowell. If the case is
successful, will the Education Ireland Bill be
brought forward to remove discrimination against
Irish and EU students? I understand the Bill is
due to come before the Dáil next year, but will
the date be brought forward in the event of a suc-
cessful case being taken?

The Taoiseach: The Bill is due next year.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: The Chemicals
Regulation and Enforcement Bill is to be pub-
lished in 2008. Will the Bill be published and
agreed in sufficient time to enable the widest pos-
sible consultation among the various groups, in
view of its widespread implications?

The Taoiseach: The Bill is due in 2008.

Deputy Joe Costello: My question relates to
the EU reform treaty and the fact that Ireland is
the only country that will hold a referendum on
the issue next year. I am sure the Taoiseach saw
The Irish Times MRBI poll yesterday that
showed——

An Ceann Comhairle: Opinion polls are not a
matter for the Order of Business.

Deputy Joe Costello: My question relates to
the results, which showed the highest “don’t
know” response ever. In that context, can the
Taoiseach give an indication as to when the
Government proposes to present its plans for the
referendum and particularly when it proposes to
publish the enabling legislation?

The Taoiseach: We cannot do any of that until
the actual agreement is signed. As soon as it is
signed, we will move ahead quickly.

Deputy Kathleen Lynch: Seven years and 10
months after it was promised, when we will see
BreastCheck in the south of Ireland? It still has
not been rolled out. I know the Ceann Comhairle
is very concerned about this issue as it affects
women in his constituency too.

An Ceann Comhairle: Yes, and the Taoiseach
answered questions on the matter earlier. We
cannot go back over it now, not on the Order
of Business.

Deputy Kathleen Lynch: He answered ques-
tions and basically he said it was rolled out in the
south, but it is not.

An Ceann Comhairle: I have the greatest sym-
pathy but cannot go back to that issue now.

Land and Conveyancing Law Reform Bill 2006
[Seanad]: Second Stage (Resumed).

Question again proposed: “That the Bill be
now read a Second Time.”

Deputy Thomas Byrne: As a former solicitor
for eight years, until the general election relieved
me of my duties, I practised a large amount of
conveyancing and I am glad to see the reforms
that are being introduced in the Bill before the
House. The legislation is a comprehensive reform
of the land and conveyancing law with which sol-
icitors and purchasers must deal when buying
houses, mortgaging properties or conducting any
transactions relating to land and property. I pay
tribute to all the people who have been involved
in this process. The theory is that enacting legis-
lation is a matter for Members but in areas such
as this, we are completely reliant on the experts.
The Department of Justice, Equality and Law
Reform, the Law Reform Commission, other
interested bodies and Professor Wiley, about
whom and from whom we learned so much, have
played a huge part in this Bill.

5 o’clock

The system of land law which has existed in
this country since the foundation of the State has
been in some ways an insult to the idea of a

republic where we still have vestiges
of the feudal system of tenure in the
law of the land and where property,

in some cases, can be held under a feudal system
which really does not apply to a republic. I am
glad to see that being repealed.

I would make one general criticism of the Bill
but it should not be taken personally by anyone
and should really be seen as constructive. Much
of the Bill is very theoretical and I do not see the
input of solicitors who deal with property law on
a daily basis. A number of welcome measures
have been introduced. I refer, in particular, to
section 62 relating to seals on deeds. Although a
minor one, it is an issue which has annoyed me.
Section 62 states: “(1) Any rule of law which
requires — (a) a seal for the valid execution of a
deed by an individual, or (b) authority to deliver
a deed to be given by deed, is abolished.” I would
go a lot further than the drafters of this legislation
have gone and would ban the use of seals because
the ordinary purchaser or mortgager does not
have seals. The use of seals on any kind of deed
is an anachronism. A section such as this in the
Bill will not prevent the use of seals which will
continue because solicitors and lawyers are gen-
erally loath to end traditional ways of their craft
even where it is not necessary. This section per-
mits the use of seals.

The Land Registry rules have a similar pro-
vision in them where the use of a seal is not
required but we still see solicitors and, in some
cases, the Land Registry insisting that seals are
used on deeds. That is wrong because it is a com-
plete anachronism dating from a time when the
local lord or whoever conveyed his property and
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used his seal as a symbol of power and import-
ance. That has no relevance to modern day life.

An important provision in this Bill which will
have huge practical effect for many purchasers,
people who own freehold land and people who
live in housing estates that have been completed
in the past few years is the issue of the
enforceability of freehold covenants. That has
long been an out of date provision of law where
freehold covenants cannot be enforced in certain
circumstances. This has caused problems because
many of the drafters of conveyances of houses did
not seem to be aware of it. In creating manage-
ment companies in housing estates using freehold
conveyances and imposing obligations and con-
ditions on covenants, the issue of the subsequent
enforceability of those covenants in regard to the
second or subsequent purchasers of a property
has never been addressed. I do not think it has
been addressed by this Bill either because I do
not believe it applies retrospectively in regard to
housing estates which already have these coven-
ants in them, although I can be corrected on that.

I can think of one particular estate in which my
wife owned a house before we got married. The
management company fees were simply not
enforceable and the estate did not operate in a
satisfactory manner because the local authority
did not want to take over common areas. The first
purchasers had covenants with the management
company but these were not enforceable by sub-
sequent purchasers of the properties who could
get away scot free without paying their manage-
ment fees. This is a welcome change but perhaps
we will have to look at it on Committee Stage to
see how enforceable it is and what this change
means in respect of covenants already in deeds.

I am disappointed by the abolition of the rule
of lost modern grant in section 32 and the
requirement for a court order in respect of this.
What this meant was that if an easement — for
example, a right of way — had been in use for 20
years, a vendor of a property could certify that
by signing the appropriate statutory declaration.
Perhaps two or three owners of a property might
swear an affidavit that such a right of way or
whatever was in use for 20 years. That removed
a lot of uncertainty from property transactions in
which there might have been issues of right of
way. This will have a negative effect in that we
will have to wait for a court order to have such a
right of way recognised. That will add costs, has-
sle and time and perhaps it should be looked at
again. I know there are good reasons for it
because an affidavit is open to abuse. However,
swearing a false affidavit is a criminal offence and
solicitors do not condone it.

In a way I am glad to see the fee tail and fee
farm grant being abolished. The legal practice in
which I worked drafted fee farm grants until rela-
tively recently but that is not required now with
the freehold covenants now being enforceable.

That is an old system and it worked in some cases
in some housing estates and industrial lands
where leases many not have been appropriate or
not allowed as in the case of houses. It is probably
right to abolish the fee tail, although there are
properties which are affected by it. A client of
mine owned a property in fee tail female. That
property can only pass down to female members
of the family as things stands.

The issue of conveyancing costs is being
addressed and this will help. However, when we
move towards e-conveyancing, it will help even
more. A major issue which is not addressed by
the Bill, and probably should not be, is the higher
charges in the Land Registry versus the lower
charges in the Registry of Deeds. There is a
reason for that in that the Land Registry is like
an insurance policy and gives a State guarantee
over the title to one’s property. On the higher
scale of Land Registry fees, it can cost \625 to
register the ownership or transfer of a property
plus \125 to register the mortgage deed whereas
in the Registry of Deeds, one can register the
deed for \44 and the mortgage deed for another
\44. There is a reason for that in that the Land
Registry does a different job from the Registry of
Deeds but clients do not understand that. It is an
issue which should be looked at possibly in the
context of this Bill in an effort to bring down con-
veyancing fees and perhaps level the playing
pitch.

That leads on to the other issue of compulsory
registration of property. Some 85% of property is
registered in the Land Registry. It is mainly rural
as opposed to city property. I would like the
system of compulsory registration broadened to
other counties and to new housing estates. There
are new housing estates in which houses are being
sold where purchasers’ solicitors are being pro-
vided with boxes of title deeds. There should be
an obligation on builders’ solicitors to register the
property in the Land Registry as part of prepar-
ing booklets of title for purchasers. It is only fair
to purchasers and it would mean more efficiency
in the system and in solicitors’ offices because
they would not have to read through boxes of
title deeds. In the case of apartments in Dublin,
in particular, there are literally three boxes of
title deeds and the solicitor must go through all
of them if he or she is to comply with his or her
obligations.

I am glad the issue of mortgage enforcement is
dealt with in section 94. As it happens, I spent a
lot of time during the general election campaign
in and out of court in respect of a couple of clients
who were in difficulty with their mortgages and
on whom court orders were threatened. One cer-
tainly could not abandon someone who was going
to lose his or her house or property just because
there was a general election coming up. Section
94(3) codifies in law what actually happens in
court where the judge or, in some cases, the
county registrar uses his or her discretion. It



1793 Land and Conveyancing Law Reform Bill 6 November 2007. 2006: Second Stage (Resumed) 1794

states “where it appears to the court that the
mortgagor is likely to be able within a reasonable
period to pay any arrears, including interest, due
under the mortgage or to remedy any other
breach of obligation arising under it”, the judge
can adjourn the proceedings, can stay the
enforcement of a court order by a bank or can
postpone the bank taking possession. We need to
look carefully at this issue of banks taking pos-
session of properties. There is an increasing
number of repossessions. I am particularly wor-
ried by the sub-prime market in which we see
what I would call the sharks. I got a leaflet in my
door today offering me a fantastic mortgage at a
rate of 8%, which is significantly higher than
normal.

In regard to banks taking possession of proper-
ties and the court’s discretion to delay orders or
adjourn proceedings, the court should be able to
take into account the fact the borrower has been
obligated to pay a super normal rate of interest.
Such a provision would take some of the wind out
of the sails of the sub-prime lenders, which tend
to go to court quickly when borrowers miss a pay-
ment or two. Some of the more traditional banks
take a more reasonable approach, as long as bor-
rowers are honest and open with them. That is
not happening in all cases, however. This is not
just an issue of financial services regulation, it is
a conveyancing issue too.

I would like to comment on the final section of
the Bill, section 122, which contains an obscure
provision. I am delighted that this section, which
states “the power of the sheriff, or of other per-
sons entitled to exercise the sheriff’s powers, to
seize a tenancy under a writ of fieri facias or other
process of execution is abolished” has been
included in the legislation. This measure will
mean that when purchasers are buying leasehold
property, their solicitors will no longer be obliged
to conduct searches in the sheriff’s office and the
revenue sheriff’s office. Given that such searches
currently add up to \200 to the cost of a leasehold
property transaction, this proposal represents a
positive step for purchasers.

While I like the Bill’s co-ownership provisions,
they could go a lot further. When practising sol-
icitors deal with co-ownership, they often deal
with the division of property after people have
fallen out. This issue relates to the issue of civil
unions as well. It is also a question of family law,
although there are separate rules in relation to
divorce and separation. The law is very vague on
what should happen when unmarried parties,
such as couples or brothers and sisters, decide to
sell jointly owned properties. I am not sure that
this legislation adds very much to the existing
provisions in this area. As solicitors, we often sit
in our offices going through electricity bills, gas
bills and other utility bills, trying to work out who
owns what. Perhaps it is something we should
look at. These cases have been arising much more

regularly in my practice and I am sure the same
is the case in other practices.

I am glad that this new law has been intro-
duced. The sooner it is enacted, the better. The
next issue we will have to deal with is e-convey-
ancing. This Bill does not deal with the issue of
solicitors’ undertakings, which I raised on the
Adjournment. More work has to be done on this
matter, which is the subject of some public dis-
quiet. Solicitors have to instil confidence in the
public that they are doing a good job. I am
reminded of the old adage that “most people
think that most solicitors are crooks, but that
their own solicitor is fantastic” because it applies
in this instance and is what people generally
think. It is important for the legal profession that
legislators deal with the loss of confidence in sol-
icitors. As I do not have any more to say on the
issue, I will not use the rest of my time.

Deputy James Bannon: I welcome this Bill,
which is a few decades late in a historic and prac-
tical sense. I accept the need to take legislative
action to bring the ownership of land, and every-
thing that pertains to it, up to date. I pay tribute
to the invaluable work of the Law Reform Com-
mission in preparing the Bill and clearing the cob-
webs that surround much land registry and con-
veyancing legislation. As a farmer, I am familiar
with the legal problems associated with the
ownership of small portions of land. I am
annoyed and concerned about the long delays
encountered during the conveyancing process. I
hope this legislation will clear up the uncertainty
in this area.

One of the greatest barriers to the full take-up
by citizens of their rights is the use of expert or
archaic language. The proposal in this Bill to
remove this obstacle is welcome. The exclusive
language used by many professions is designed to
exclude lay people and to mystify relatively sim-
ple processes. As Mrs. Justice Laffoy pointed out,
it is crucial that we get rid of the historical and
irrelevant baggage which engulfs the day-to-day
work of conveyancers so they can concentrate on
what is important. I hope that will lead to more
efficient and cost-effective practice.

The land law and conveyancing law code con-
sists of a complex mixture of statutory provisions,
common law and equity. It can be unnecessarily
complicated and is sometimes difficult to apply to
modern conditions. Land law, broadly speaking,
deals with the multiple types of ownership of land
and the rights pertaining to each of them. Con-
veyancing law is concerned with the transfer and
disposal of land and the rights pertaining to it. I
welcome this Bill because it provides for the
repeal, in whole or in part, of approximately 150
pre-1922 statutes, some of which go back to the
11th and 12th centuries and for their replacement,
where appropriate, with statutory provisions
which are more suited to 21st century circum-
stances. The Bill also repeals certain provisions in
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Acts of the Oireachtas which will no longer be
required following its enactment.

The average waiting time for the completion of
certain land registry transactions is well over a
year in some parts of the State, which is unten-
able. These delays result from staff shortages and
the huge increase in land and property dealings
in recent years. The Government did not meet
these new challenges by increasing staffing levels
in the Land Registry. As a result, people have
had to wait for considerable periods of time.
Many sales collapsed as a result of the long delays
in the Land Registry. At the end of January of
this year, the total number of current dealings in
the Property Registration Authority, which
replaced the old Land Registry and Registry of
Deeds Office last November, was 175,790. I
remind the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law
Reform that his Department is responsible for
the failure to increase staffing levels over the past
five years. The Minister did not acknowledge
such problems in his speech.

The average waiting time for each county is cal-
culated by dividing the number of dealings in the
county by the average number of dealings com-
pleted there each month in 2006. My home
county of Longford has one of the most advanced
land registration systems in the country. It was to
the fore in participating in the Irish Spatial Data
Infrastructure project. As Deputies are aware,
Land Registry delays are one of the biggest prob-
lems we face on a daily basis. I witnessed such
difficulties on several occasions when I was a
Member of the Seanad. Such delays impact
adversely on our beleaguered farming com-
munity, which faces undue delays in selling sites
or land. They are particularly annoying for eld-
erly people who want to sell their land as quickly
as possible. I hope this problem will be rectified.

There are a number of major faults with the
conveyancing process — it is too complex, for
example, and it lacks transparency across pro-
cesses and groups. Lenders do not provide any
universal standard documentation. The system is
overly paper-based. It inherited its propensity for
delays from old legislation, as I have said. Under
the current conveyancing process, information is
spread over wide groups. There is no uniform or
standard usage of information technology. When
I visited the Land Registry offices in recent
months, I noticed that the system has improved
to some extent. While the legislation in this field
is complex and outdated, the legislation before
the House proposes to address that. The con-
servative nature of the culture and tradition in
this sector means that delays are easily accepted.

Some of our land ownership and transaction
laws and practices are based on the feudal notion
of land tenure. This Bill abolishes the surviving
traces of feudal tenure, which was the system
under which the king was lord of all land and
granted land to his lords in return for military and

other services. While such practices are no longer
found in this country, we all remember the land-
lords who granted portions of land to tenants etc.
in a manner that complicated matters for many
farmers throughout the country. That landlords
used to give tenants a field here and a field there,
often in separate townlands, but not the fields in
between, continues to cause friction.

Some amending legislation has been brought
forward but more is required to facilitate those
who wish to have their portions of land in close
proximity to where they live.

The Bill also abolishes various common law
rules resulting from court decisions and convey-
ancing practices. The abolition of the feudal
system will lead to the repeal of 130 pre-1922 stat-
utes without amendment. It will ensure that in
future landowners will own their land in the nor-
mal sense of the word. This is to be welcomed as
a system of feudalism has no place in the modern
world. People want ownership of land for which
they may have paid a high price and they want to
have clear title to what they have paid for.

Our now rapidly fading economic growth was
not matched by modernisation or improvement
of the processes of Government to business and
Government to citizen. I am pleased that
members of the Government parties will table
amendments to this Bill as they are not happy
with it. It is to be hoped that this Bill, with the
necessary amendments, will bring the system to
an acceptable 21st century level of standards. I
wait with bated breath for the amendments from
the Government side. I have no doubt there will
be plenty of amendments from this side of the
House.

Deputy M. J. Nolan: I welcome the introduc-
tion of this Bill. The Bill is a comprehensive, rad-
ical and far-reaching reform of our land and con-
veyancing laws. I wish to speak on the subject of
the archaic laws under which conveyancing of
land is operated. The Oireachtas has not
adequately examined the area of e-conveyancing.
This country has shown the world it is capable of
being a modern economy and has proved beyond
doubt over the past 15 years that it can hold its
own with any other country. We are selling our-
selves short by not embracing computing and e-
conveyancing. Some other countries, such as Can-
ada, have perfected this system and I suggest the
Minister consider it. Members of this House and
the Seanad have been contacted by constituents
who are frustrated by the legal process concerned
with the change of ownership of land and houses.
The house building programme has been at the
level of 70,000 units per year, although this
number will decrease this year. Action must be
taken to make it easier for individuals to deal
with the transfer of property. At a time when the
legal profession is under the spotlight, it should
be proactive in ensuring that it is seen to be put-
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ting in place more effective and efficient convey-
ancing legislation.

This Bill is welcome because it will remove
some of the archaic language and simplify and
update the language used. Some solicitors and
other members of the legal profession tend to use
legalistic language in an effort to buy time when
problems arise in conveyancing of property. Like
any other profession, it has good practitioners
and some very poor practitioners. The work
being carried out by efficient solicitors’ offices
can be frustrated by them being forced to deal
with legal practitioners who may not be as
efficient and as effective. This is a source of great
frustration to the solicitors involved and to the
public.

It is timely to be discussing this Bill. This
House should be more proactive in ensuring that
the conveyancing system and its laws are updated.
It does not take rocket scientists to put in place
legislation to deal with e-conveyancing, if that is
what is needed. The vested interests should be
seen to support the Minister, the Department and
the public, in ensuring that this Bill is given an
easy passage.

The role of the Law Reform Commission in
supporting this Bill should be acknowledged and
commended. Mrs. Justice Catherine McGuinness
is to be commended. She was president of the
Law Reform Commission during the debate on
the drafting of this legislation.

The Bill is a joint project that was launched in
2003, four years ago, which shows how slow the
progress has been in bringing forward legislation.
It is a joint initiative between the Department of
Justice, Equality and Law Reform and the Law
Reform Commission, the primary purpose of
which is to comprehensively reform and modern-
ise all the land conveyancing laws that required
updating. The Bill will repeal many of the pre-
1922 statutes and this is to be welcomed. The Bill
will find support on all sides of the House.

The role of the Land Registry should be
acknowledged. It worked for many years under
dreadful conditions, as I was informed by a
number of members of its staff who were frus-
trated in dealing with the avalanche of work.
Resources have been made available and con-
ditions of work and the efficiency of the office
have improved. I hope this Bill will be enacted as
soon as possible and I ask the Minister to bring
forward legislation to ensure that this country
holds its premier place in international circles by
having good e-conveyancing legislation on the
Statute Book. This should be user-friendly so that
where there are no problems attending title, con-
veyancing can take place within a matter of days
rather than months. I know of cases where con-
veyancing can take years. A mechanism in law
should be in place to clean up titles that require
it. It is hoped that by the end of this Dáil term,
e-conveyancing legislation will be in place in
keeping with the first rate economy. I wish this

Bill a speedy passage through the Houses of the
Oireachtas.

Deputy Terence Flanagan: I welcome the
opportunity to debate this Bill. As we are all
aware land registration is very complex in
Ireland. It reflects the various changes in our
country’s history. For example, the bulk of the
deeds that still form the day-to-day practice of
conveyancing describe lands as being in situ or in
the King’s or Queen’s county. Had the compul-
sory registration of the Registration of Title Act
been extended from 1970 onwards, the Minister’s
task in introducing electronic conveyancing
would have been far simpler. Because of the var-
ious transactions and changes in ownership dur-
ing that time unfortunately, significant easing of
the system might have taken place. However, it
was not. It is only in the compulsory registration
counties that the registration of the title is incor-
porated in the issue of a single land certificate.
This has resulted in significant changes and has
eased the burdensome nature of conveyancing by
having just title incorporated in the Land Regis-
try. Changes in the law in this area are long over-
due. Many old Acts are being binned into history
because of this legislation which I welcome.
There are still older statutes and the sooner we
deal with them the better for clarity and
expediency.

I pay a particular tribute to the Law Reform
Commission for all the great work it has carried
out on this issue. It has successfully implemented
a programme of research and investigation into
the law that is second to none. It is infinitely valu-
able to us as Members of the Oireachtas and it is
important that we place on the record our thanks
for its great work. This Bill will make the process
of conveyancing simpler and more straight-
forward so it might be clearly understood by the
consumer. To achieve this goal much of the old
terminology must be replaced by concepts that
are more easily understood. The staff of the Land
Registry office should be commended on their
great work also. Some of the pieces of paper that
pass across the desks of examiners of title are
complex.

In essence, the Bill reduces the number of
estates of varying degrees of ownership to two
which I welcome. This will provide a more defi-
nite and certain concept of land ownership. The
two basic types of ownership will remain freehold
or fee simple interest and estate with absolute
freehold interest with or without incumbrances
and leasehold type of tenancy with covenants and
conditions restricting absolute freedom to enjoy
the benefit of ownership. There will be no more
fee farm rents or fee farm grants, no more leases
for life renewable forever and other lesser known
but very complex degrees of ownership.

The process of change and simplification will
reduce some of the mystique attaching to title and
ownership. This will make matters clearer for the
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consumer and save money as the time involved in
the conveyancing transaction will be considerably
less. Only a few years ago we were told that three
solicitors were necessary to complete an indepen-
dent house transaction, one for a vendor, one for
the purchaser and one for the financial insti-
tution, which was ridiculous. I am glad this Bill
will make that a thing of the past.

The Bill also deals with many different areas
of land law. It represents a major comprehensive
review of the law concerning property in Ireland.
Currently there is no such thing as absolute
ownership of land or property in the State. The
Bill will finally redress that issue. The State will
be enshrined as the alternative to the British
Crown in such matters. The amendment and
repeal of aspects of the Partition Acts of 1868 and
1872 are welcome because the uncertainty and
confusion that surrounds the current interpreta-
tions of these Acts can cause difficulties. There
will be a wider discretion vested in the courts to
interpret the law and apply modern conditions
and everyday eventualities to the concept of
ownership.

It is important to move towards the eventual
registration of all lands in this country. This is the
most important goal and with the enactment of
this Bill the Minister might consider focusing his
attention on it. He mentioned that the system has
been extended to three more counties but there
is a long way to go to ensuring that this long over-
due measure of ownership can be taken into con-
sideration in a consumer friendly way.

Section 47 of the Bill represents an important
change. Similarly in light of recent examples of
fraud and questionable practices the new protec-
tions for purchasers as laid down in section 57 are
significant. The contractual position relating to
the conduct of public auction awaits new legis-
lation and a regulatory framework to cover auc-
tioneers. Will the Minister update the House on
the steps being taken towards regulating estate
agents? Will the introduction of e-conveyancing
reduce fees for the purchaser?

I avail of this opportunity to raise the Michael
Lynn case which was recently reported in the
media. A report by the Law Society’s regulation
of practice committee disclosed acts of dishonesty
on the part of Mr. Lynn in regard to clients’
money. Mr. Lynn has been investigated by the
Law Society due to concerns about his property
dealings. He has a multi-million euro portfolio of
more than 100 properties in a number of different
countries. The High Court has been told that
since January 2007 Mr. Lynn has drawn down
loans totalling more than \26 million and has pur-
chased approximately 40 properties, all financed
by loans. It is alleged that he took out multiple
mortgages on a number of his properties with sev-
eral banks. The Law Society went to the High
Court and has froze Mr. Lynn’s assets, obviously
to protect clients’ money and to prevent further

misappropriation. What measures will he take to
review the legal profession in light of this case
and the fact that solicitors can draw down loans
without security?

I welcome this Bill which will provide for a
comprehensive reform and modernisation of land
law and conveyancing law.

Deputy Michael Finneran: I welcome the
opportunity to contribute briefly to this
important legislation. Anybody who has had deal-
ings with property will be aware that the area of
conveyancing and registering of property is a
complex one which most people leave with their
solicitor and do not get into the detail. We all
know from acting as public representatives that
our desks are full of requests to expedite dealings
and registrations of properties. We attempt at all
times to progress those requests in order that
people will not be left on bridging finance and to
establish title for them.

This Bill is a serious attempt to modernise and
update the law on conveyancing, registration of
land and property and the vast amounts of
unregistered property. To date there has been no
compulsion on anybody to register a property.
This has caused difficulties. Can the Minister
inform the House how many land holdings and
properties are not registered? It has been indi-
cated to me that there could be hundreds of thou-
sands and perhaps up to half a million of such
properties. As I am not sure if that figure is cor-
rect, perhaps the Minister would indicate the fac-
tual position.

We are prisoners of our past. We have heard
at first hand from our grandparents of the great
battles for the right to tenure and from our his-
tory books of Davitt and Parnell and great groups
of people who fought for the right of people to
own their own land. It is interesting that in
eastern European countries people are now try-
ing re-establish the rights to lands taken from
them in the 1920s up to the time of the Iron Cur-
tain. If we were to go back far enough, we could
discover people here who were disinherited and,
in my case, driven west — to Hell or to Connacht.
Are the people who acquired and took ownership
of those lands the true owners? If we were to go
back far enough, others could be established as
the true owners.

While I am not sure if the legislation covers
this matter, I know that much of the land was
redistributed under the auspices of the Irish Land
Commission. While it was distributed to individ-
ual farmers who have owned and farmed it legally
since, many of them have never vested or regis-
tered it in their names. Thousands of portions of
land allocated by the Irish Land Commission
have still not been registered in the name of the
recipient. In many cases it has been passed on to
the next or subsequent generations. On a daily
basis I come across such cases. If a member of
the landowner’s family wishes to build a house on
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a site on the land, it may be discovered that the
land is not registered and consolidated into the
family holding. It will then be necessary to search
the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food to try to resurrect documents from the Irish
Land Commission dealings and refer it on to the
Property Registration Authority in the Depart-
ment of Justice, Equality and Law Reform. It is
all part and parcel of a public representative’s
work in liaising between our constituents and the
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
and the Property Registration Authority. Com-
pulsory registration would eliminate such diffi-
culties. I ask the Minister to confirm that we will
have a system of compulsory registration.

The Property Registration Authority will
decentralise to Roscommon town. Some 230 civil
servants are to be relocated with an advance
party of 60 already in place. It is expected that 90
will be in place by the end of January. A site was
purchased for approximately \3.5 million. It is
intended that a purpose-built 50,000 sq. ft. build-
ing will be constructed. I ask the Minister to indi-
cate when construction will take place. Much of
the registration work we are discussing will be
done by the civil servants concerned.

I am not sure whether the legislation addresses
the issue of absolute title. Some believe people
from towns and cities and visitors to the country
have a right to roam the agricultural land of
Ireland. This has been a matter of major dispute
with the representative groups of farmers, includ-
ing the IFA, ICMSA and others, claiming this is
not an entitlement without prior agreement, a
position I absolutely support. Any right to roam
must be established by a solid agreement that will
protect the interests of the landlord against claim
and damage. If his or her property is to be used
for amenity purposes, he or she should receive
compensation.

Recently we have had the phenomenon of
management companies becoming involved in
properties, particularly blocks of apartments in
towns and cities. This has been a feature for many
years in other countries, particularly the United
States, where their operation seems to have been
fine-tuned but it certainly has not been fine-tuned
here. The tenants of many such properties have
major issues regarding the responsibility of such
companies. This area needs to be regularised and
if legislation is needed, so be it, but I cannot find
any mention of them in the Bill. Is there an inten-
tion to address this matter?

In recent weeks something we have taken as a
given, the relationship and trust between a lend-
ing institution and a solicitor, has broken down.
For many years undertakings given by a solicitor
have been accepted wholeheartedly by lending
institutions. We have all gone through that pro-
cess when purchasing the family home or other
properties but that trust has now broken down,
which is sad. It may involve just a few individuals
who are wrong. They have been mentioned in the

press, but I will not name them here. Does the
Minister have any proposals to restore the trust
that has been broken? Can we get back to a
situation where the financial institutions can
depend on undertakings given or is legislation
also needed in this area? It is sad that people who
hold such a high position and work on our behalf
in the courts and elsewhere would, through
abuse, interfere with that trust. I fail to under-
stand how they were offered overdraft facilities
on clients’ accounts but such things have been
allowed to happen.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Ciarán Cuffe): I
remind the Deputy to exercise discretion regard-
ing the possible naming of individuals outside
the House.

Deputy Michael Finneran: I thank the Acting
Chairman. As I said, I will not name anybody on
the floor of the House.

Acting Chairman: That is appreciated. It makes
my job considerably easier.

Deputy Michael Finneran: I have said the
names have been published in the press and that
I will not name them here in the House. As legis-
lators, we must address the issue. If not resolved,
the matter could slow down the process of pur-
chase, denying people the opportunity to deal in
the way in which they have dealt in the past,
whereby their solicitor would give an undertaking
to the financial institution concerned to allow the
process to go ahead. Money was always drawn
down on that basis, but that trust has broken
down, which is unfortunate.

We are tidying up hundreds of pieces of legis-
lation dealing with land registration and owner-
ship, including various titles from the days of
landlord and tenant. While I may identify more
with rural rather than urban Ireland, I do not
mean to do so because there are even more com-
plicated issues in urban settings which will require
considerable teasing out. The legislation intro-
duced by the Minister is to be welcomed. In many
ways it is overdue. It shows that we will now be
in a position as a modern nation not to feel, as
was the case, that many of our ownership
arrangements indicated subservience to the
Crown. That is not the case today, although it
may be regarding some urban properties. I hope
the legislation will be passed. I understand there
is, rightly, broad agreement among the parties in
the House. I also hope when the legislation is
enacted the necessary support will be provided
to implement its provisions. This will be a costly
exercise and the staff of the Land Registry will
face a significant workload as a result. They
should have the necessary back-up to implement
the new changes and to ensure the legislation is
in place to upgrade existing arrangements and to
facilitate those who seek new titles for properties
they purchase. I commend the legislation to the
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House and I thank the Chair for the opportunity
to contribute.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: In general, I am
supportive of the modernisation of legislation
and, hopefully, this Bill will be helpful and mod-
ernising. Unfortunately, since I became a
Member, I have frequently heard mention of
modernisation of legislation or “promoting the
simplification of the law and its language to make
it more easily understood and accessible”. If I
have heard that statement once, I have heard it
100,000 times but I have never witnessed its mani-
festation. Any Member who has studied a legal
document in recent times, notwithstanding the
modernisation and simplification that has taken
place, will know it is something to behold. I hope
the legislation has more depth to it than previous
Bills that purported to address this important
issue.

Deputy Finneran raised a number of important
issues. When modernising legislation, it should be
improved. We should not create more pitfalls and
obstacles and we should not make it easier for
those who abuse systems to practise their craft in
an uncontrolled and unsupervised way. The Bill
is intended to update the law so that it is in accord
with the changes in society, which is positive. It
should address all changes in society. For
example, all Members have dealt with cases
involving a search going back 100 years to unravel
somebody’s will to ascertain whether it had been
discharged or when it had been discharged and
who should benefit now if it has not been dis-
charged. I am not a legal practitioner but, not-
withstanding the proposal to modernise the legis-
lation, on countless occasions I have had to help
unfortunate constituents unravel legal
documents.

I hope the Bill will prevent multiple regis-
trations of the same property. This has become
alarmingly common in recent times and two or
three people could have title to the same land and
have a house built on it. Will it be possible under
the legislation to ensure certification of clean
titles, which do not have encumbrances? I do not
know whether that will be achieved.

Many of us have served on local authorities. A
number of local authorities in respect of planning
permission in rural areas used to apply a con-
dition whereby sterilisation of the property with
the Land Registry was a burden on the title. It
was an interesting practice, which should have
carried the authorisation of the local authority
since only local authority members have the
power to do this. However, numerous such bur-
dens were placed on properties without the auth-
orisation of local authority members and, as a
result, they are illegal and do not carry any
weight. Direction was given to local authorities
that this practice should cease. As the Minister of
State will recall, Kildare County Council pursued

that practice for a number of years without the
authorisation of members. The interpretation of
planning by an administrator has no relevance in
this instance.

The Bill proposes to promote simplification of
the conveyancing process, especially the pro-
cedures involved and the taking of security over
land. I do not know whether the simplification of
the procedures will be of major benefit but the
simplification of the language could be of colossal
benefit. Hopefully, that will be the case if the pro-
posal is put into practice. Invariably, with the best
will in the world, people say the rules will change
to ensure a totally smooth and level playing pitch
by simplifying the language but the first and
second letter issued afterwards includes language
that must be read four or five times to be under-
stood. It could well be that people are not well
versed enough in these matters but to protect the
public, it is important that such language is com-
prehensible at all times by those of reasonable
intelligence and competence and not only a
chosen few.

The registration of commonages should also be
evaluated under this legislation. Interesting prac-
tices were pursued in the past in this area. The
theory is that a person who has an interest in
common with others in a property cannot have it
taken from them without their authorisation or
co-operation. That is not true, as people have
found out on a number of occasions when others
who wanted to acquire the land decided to secure
the support and goodwill of a majority of those
who were deemed to be tenants in common and
were able to acquire full title and ownership of
the property, with obvious beneficial con-
sequences for themselves. I hope the legislation
will address such scenarios to ensure tenants in
common are not disinherited by virtue of the
speed and slickness of others in these cir-
cumstances.

6 o’clock

The number of properties held by or trans-
ferred to people who have acquired their wealth
through various dubious means is another issue.

In other words, they use property to
launder money. If a person or an
entity wishes to purchase a property

for which a loan is required from a financial insti-
tution, the presumption is a thorough examin-
ation of the title will ensue and it will be certified
in the normal way to ensure it is clean. However,
if the purchaser has sufficient resources to
acquire the property without a loan, the issue of
registration of title falls by the wayside. I have
come across this practice in a number of cases. If
this issue is not addressed by the legislation, it
should be because there has never been a greater
need in the history of the State to deal with the
issue of purchasing property to launder money.
Never in the history of the State has there been
more need to deal up-front with that whole ques-
tion of money laundering, and the purchase of
property as houses, lands etc, in order to hide
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funds the source of which could not be publicly
disclosed. Such an initiative would dramatically
ease the difficulties the Garda may have as
regards some properties that are put on the
market from time to time. An alternative would
be to have a requirement as regards all property
transactions stipulating that the usage must be in
line with the current planning permission. As
regards conveyancing, I am sure our legal friends
would not be too enthusiastic about embarking
on such a course. However, a property might
come on the market and be purchased by a per-
son or group who do not need to get a loan. They
may buy the property regardless of whether there
is planning permission or if its usage had been
established by virtue of what went on in it over a
number of years. Five, ten, or 20 years later the
property could be sold to somebody else who may
well have to show whether permission exists for
the use to which it is being put at that time. In the
event, the property’s usage must be regularised.
Whatever use it had for money laundering pur-
poses, for example, will have been washed away
and things can proceed with impunity on a level
playing pitch. This is an area that bears careful
scrutiny. It would be foolish to allow a Bill to pass
without checking that area to make absolutely
certain that nobody can transfer a property that
does not have a clean bill of planning health to
be conveyed through the system. The only people
who can buy a property without such a clean bill
of planning health are those with resources they
want to hide, because if one has to get a loan or
mortgage there must be certification of title.

The previous speaker, Deputy Michael
Finneran, made reference to the right to roam,
which has become very popular in recent times.
Nobody has any problem with the right to roam.
The only reservation in this regard is to appreci-
ate that if a person has the right to roam over
another’s property, then he or she has the right
to reciprocate. That is where the fun arises and it
should be applicable to all. In other words
nowhere can a property exist that is absolutely
excluded from such a right. Otherwise it is only
done by agreement. If it is by agreement, there is
no problem, but it should not be done on any
other basis. Many landowners believe it should
be on foot of a charge, but I am not so sure,
because with that goes responsibility, liability and
the potential for insurance claims and claims
where there is no insurance. For those who argue
there must always be insurance, sadly, that does
not always apply. We have all dealt with cases
where there are people who were deemed to be
insured, or who had gone through the motions for
such purposes, but who were not insured. We
could all write books about that. If we need any
inspiration in that regard we need just look at our
records to find ample examples.

Another aspect of the Bill is the definition of
property. It makes clear that land includes both
the air space above and the substratum below the

surface and layers of these, however the division
is made. There is going to be great fun if we
believe this is a simplification of conveyancing of
land or property. We can imagine what it will be
like in terms of air space above and the sub-stra-
tum below. By the time our good friends in the
legal profession have argued over all the possi-
bilities and the potential in each of those areas,
there will be great fun and entertainment for all.
Those who will not be entertained will pay a
price. I am somewhat worried over the descrip-
tion and how it is settled in the proposed legis-
lation because I am not sure we fully appreciate
the degree and extent to which variations are
likely to occur in the future. I can assure the
House there will be many. Perhaps the Minister
of State might note that, as well as the previous
issue I referred to as regards money laundering.
If the proposed legislation is not sufficiently
strong in that regard, this is the time to deal with
it and it should be done as a matter or urgency.

The Bill retains the concept of an estate in
land, which is part of the feudal system. I wel-
come the proposal to abolish the feudal system,
although I thought it had been abolished for
years. I am delighted to be reminded, in the con-
text of this proposal, that the feudal system is
about to be abolished again. Various politicians
indicated many years ago that it was abolished
and had set about achieving this in various ways.

I am particularly worried about e-registration.
I know information technology has become very
popular. It is the way forward and has enormous
potential in terms of speeding access to infor-
mation, records etc. It is of great benefit to the
country, the economy and individuals. However,
as we know from recent reports as regards other
areas where the law is being blatantly broken
through abuse of IT, and where international
communications has leant itself to criminality, I
hope there is sufficient provision in the legislation
to ensure that those who want to hack into,
adjust, amend or interfere in any way with some-
body else’s property registration, rights and
entitlements will be prevented from so doing. I
do not know whether that is possible. We use
technology to access bank accounts, tax and social
welfare affairs and a whole range of areas specific
to each person. With the growth in technology,
however, so-called computer hackers appear to
be able to get information which was not
intended for them and to access data regardless
of pin numbers or anything else. This is not a
good thing, so the Minister should bear in mind
the security of the system and the need to ensure
that in any proliferation of e-registration or e-
conveyancing, there is ample protection for the
individual. If there is not, we are likely to witness
unprecedented growth in crime, whereby the
unscrupulous might decide to acquire for them-
selves the substratum below or airspace above a
property or properties. This could lead to compli-
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cations and have serious implications for the
rights of individuals to the properties concerned.

The Bill is substantial. Unusually, its explana-
tory memorandum is voluminous also, which
makes me uneasy. In that regard I hope the
debate so far has been of help to the Parliamen-
tary Counsel. I hope the Bill will lead to improve-
ment and make a positive difference. I hope it
will not create obstacles and problems that are
worse than those already encountered.

Minister of State at the Department of Justice,
Equality and Law Reform (Deputy Seán Power):
I thank Deputies for their contributions and
broad support for the reform proposals set out
in the Bill. While it undoubtedly contains many
technical proposals and measures, its aim is to
update our land and conveyancing laws to meet
the changed needs of the 21st century. The
Government recognises the need for an up-to-
date and streamlined conveyancing code that will
reduce the time taken to buy and sell property
and improve economic efficiency. In short, an up-
to-date code is needed to protect consumers and
facilitate economic activity in a vibrant market
economy.

Many of the points raised in Deputies’ contri-
butions were of a detailed nature and are, there-
fore, more appropriate for discussion on Commit-
tee Stage. I would, however, like to respond on
some of the more general policy issues raised dur-
ing the debate.

Deputy Rabbitte asked whether there were
plans to modernise the landlord and tenant code.
In that regard I am happy to state work on such
a project is already well under way in the Law
Reform Commission. I look forward to the con-
clusion of that project and proposals for updating
the law in this important area.

A number of Deputies referred to issues relat-
ing to the registration of title and the relative lack
of progress made in recent years in extending
compulsory registration of land. While I agree
that perhaps more could and should have been
done, the current position is that the specific
function of promoting and extending registration
of ownership of land has been given to the Prop-
erty Registration Authority. It would perhaps be
helpful to Deputies if I put this in an historical
context. The first attempt to introduce regis-
tration of title in Ireland was made in the Record
of Title (Ireland) Act 1865 but its scope was lim-
ited to land sales sanctioned by the Landed
Estates Court under the Landed Estates Court
(Ireland) Act 1858. This Act marked an attempt
to free up large estates burdened with family
settlements by permitting the sale of the land and
using the proceeds to discharge the debts. In this
way, purchasers were able to acquire clear title to
the land in question. The Act also made provision
for registering such titles but did not establish a

dedicated land registry. As a result, little use was
made of the registration option.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: On a point of
order, is the Minister of State replying to the
debate?

Deputy Seán Power: Yes.

Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: There has been a
misunderstanding.

Acting Chairman: There has. Other speakers
must make their contributions before the Mini-
ster of State. Would he mind if we were to allow
them?

Deputy Seán Power: I have no difficulty. I
would be delighted to listen.

Acting Chairman: It is in the interests of furth-
ering the debate.

Deputy Seán Power: It is unusual for the
Members seeking to contribute to be in the
House at all.

Acting Chairman: I am delighted they have so
much to say.

Deputy Tom Hayes: I thank the Minister of
State and the Chair for allowing us to contribute.
I wish to share time with Deputy Jimmy
Deenihan.

Acting Chairman: Is that agreed? Agreed.

Deputy Tom Hayes: I welcome the opportunity
to speak on this very important Bill which deals
with land registration and conveyancing. We have
some reservations about the Bill and the manner
in which it deals with complex and important
areas of law. The law in this area has long been
in need of reform. Solicitors deal with complex
and confusing matters in standard land regis-
tration and conveyancing every day such as loop-
holes in current law. I am very glad the House is
making an attempt to bring existing legislation up
to date to reflect modern social circumstances
which no longer require land law based on a feu-
dal system. This is one of the matters that causes
Deputies great frustration as they deal regularly
with constituents’ cases pertaining to the Land
Registry and the registration of titles. Constitu-
ents who visit our offices or clinics are very frus-
trated about deals being held up and I hope the
Bill will go some way towards helping them. The
staff in the Property Registration Authority have
in recent years been very helpful in dealing with
clients when presented with the relevant refer-
ence numbers. The staff in the Waterford office
have been particularly responsive to our individ-
ual representations.
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My first point relates to the Government’s
stated aim of introducing a comprehensive system
of electronic conveyancing, namely, e-conveyanc-
ing. Approximately 85% of land in the State,
including almost all farmland, is registered with
the Property Registration Authority. This is a
sound foundation on which to complete the pro-
cess of registering titles. The Minister wishes to
make this compulsory and the Fine Gael Party
supports him entirely.

Registration of land enables solicitors and pro-
spective buyers, not to mention current land pur-
chasers, to know more about the property to be
purchased and will solve problems regarding
boundaries, fences and rights of way. Arguments
over rights of way have caused great division in
many parishes and among many people and
families. I hope the Bill will help in this regard.
Divisions over rights of way lead to additional
work, expenses and delays for all parties and the
Bill represents a huge step forward in that regard.

The compulsory purchase of land titles applies
in only six counties, namely, Carlow, Laois and
Meath since 1970, and Longford, Roscommon
and Westmeath since 2006. Fine Gael stresses
that this process is vital to the legal profession
and the economy. We will push strongly for
sufficient funding and expertise in order that the
registration process can be extended to the rest
of the country. It is important to remember that
in difficult times it will certainly be worth having
the type of registration system we can look for-
ward to on foot of e-conveyancing. Our only con-
cern about moving to this system relates to the
security of records. We all remember the public
confusion and fear over electronic voting. In
some Departments there could be breaches of a
criminal nature, about which I am worried. The
Minister certainly needs to address this issue.

The Minister emphasised recently the import-
ance to economic growth of an efficient system of
title registration and property transfer, one of the
essential factors in the development of prosper-
ous modern economies. The Chambers of Com-
merce of Ireland recently made this point. They
reckon that straightforward and easy planning,
conveyancing and land registration are key to
future economic growth. This alone is a very
strong argument for ensuring we are able to pro-
cess matters relating to these three areas. I know
this is not in the Bill but I make the point that
the processes of planning, conveyancing and land
registration must be speeded up so that ordinary
businesses can develop and expand and that
people coming into this country are not held up.
People who are prepared to put their neck on the
line in respect of investments or whatever they
wish to do to boost this economy should not be
held up in these three areas. As the economy
faces into possibly a more difficult period, it is
very important that we streamline all those areas.
The Bill certainly goes some way towards doing
this. We need to put this in place in respect of the

other areas I have mentioned, particularly plan-
ning. It is in the country’s interest and that of the
people who have the nerve to stand up and say
they will spend their money. These people need
the proper procedures and planning and I hope
this Bill will help in respect of this.

While we accept the Bill does not set out to
codify all our land and conveyancing laws in
statutory form, they are related concerns. This
attempt would mean distilling and converting all
relevant judicial or legislative principles into com-
mon legislative code. Apart from the efforts
involved, such a project would have taken a con-
siderable number of years. Such a codification
would inevitably increase the rigidity of the law
and remove the flexibility and adaptability which
is such a positive feature of our system.

This would take a number of years to complete
and would be a marathon endeavour. However,
it would also have its merits as recent cases have
made Irish people more wary of land purchase.
This is terrible for solicitors and clients alike.
Since the Bill we are discussing is not an entire
revamp, I emphasise that it needs to ensure that
Irish land purchasers’ rights are looked after and
that regulation of the industry is critical.

Almost everybody discussing this Bill has men-
tioned how complex and confusing language is in
this area of law. The onus is on the Government
to produce a document for those wishing to pur-
chase land so they can adequately understand the
issues they come up against. This would further
enable consumers to know their rights and recog-
nise what anomalies arise when dealing with land
law. I would welcome such a document as many
people in my constituency are often confused and
concerned about questioning their solicitor at a
time when they make purchases or inherit. They
are going through a big change in their lives and
I find that many people have real difficulty with
the language involved. I encourage the Govern-
ment to use this legislation as an opportunity to
educate the public in this regard now that many
outdated items are moving from the law.

In respect of the right to roam, which was dealt
with by many people earlier, as a person with
much respect for the country way of life, I wonder
about charging for access to land. The most
important thing that people who are allowed to
roam our countryside must do is to respect the
land or property they are walking over. This is
very important from the point of view of the
goodwill of the people who own the land because
there is huge potential for tourism, the develop-
ment of walkways, what people would like to do
in their spare time and the natural beauty of our
country being used for everyone’s benefit.
However, the most important thing is to respect
property.

Deputy Jimmy Deenihan: I will quote from a
speech given in the Seanad by the former Mini-
ster of State at the Department of Justice,
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Equality and Law Reform, Deputy Frank Fahey.
He stated:

it is difficult in practice to draw a clear distinc-
tion between land law and conveyancing law.
Therefore, it makes sense to deal with these
separate but connected areas of law in one set
of proposals.

As previous speakers have said, this is a very
complex area of law. We are still very much influ-
enced by laws going back to Norman times. Cer-
tainly, it is at times very formidable for the ordi-
nary individual who sometimes cannot come to
terms with it. This is why it is so important that
the law be simplified and made much clearer.
This is part of the general objective of this Bill
which, hopefully, will be achieved.

I know people are using the Bill to speak about
related subjects. Most speakers spoke about the
right to roam, about which there is considerable
confusion, and what is happening at the moment
is not helping matters. I know the Minister for
Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs set up
a forum. Despite recent comments that progress
was made, I do not believe this is so. As someone
who likes walking along mountains in particular
and the seashore, I know that on most occasions
when one goes walking, one sees the obstacles.
National pronouncements are not reflected on
the ground.

I understand fully why people would be very
wary of allowing people on to their property. On
the other hand, there are people who will see an
advantage in leading people on to their property.
The mention of money got people thinking about
closing traditional walkways because they may
get some compensation for it. Whatever it takes,
it should be rectified as soon as possible.

Mention was made of the amount of land that
is properly registered in this country. I suggest
introducing a national programme involving the
proper registration of all land in this country
because older people possess land who are not
just concerned about the registration of title. It
leads to major confusion among families or where
land is being passed on. There is also the question
of land such as commonage that seems impossible
to register and divide even among communities
which are prepared to co-operate and divide up
commonage for community use. It seems to be
impossible to do this because of the complexity
of existing law. I hope this Bill will, in some way,
address that issue. I am familiar with a number of
commonages where no one objects to the division
but as those with rights to the land cannot be
found, it cannot be subdivided among local com-
munities. That is a major issue which is creating
problems and should be addressed.

Ownership of fishing rights in rivers should also
be addressed. Efforts were made to address the
issue when fishing clubs were set up. Major dis-

putes between local people, angling clubs and
those who claim rights to rivers lead to confusion.

The Bill provides for future interests in land.
Members come across cases where land is ear-
marked for a person on reaching a certain age.
Cases become very complicated. I hope the rules
that led to this situation will be changed in the
Bill. Future interests for very young people can
be protected by trustees when appointed but this
was not the case in the past. Trusts relating to
land are becoming more popular. The provision
in the Bill governing their establishment to pass
on land is very important.

Another development concerns land held in
partnership and co-ownership. The European
Union is encouraging partnership in farming. I
can see cases that will arise where farmers will
work in partnership and those who acquire part-
nership rights will seek partnership arrangements
to hold property in common. I hope Part VI of
the Bill which seeks to modernise and simplify
the law relating to co-ownership of land where
groups of individuals own property will bring
clarity to the law and avoid the current problems
in court. There is a total lack of clarity and it is
up to a judge to decide what the law is. The Bill
will provide more guarantees and stability for co-
owners. Contracts relating to land is an important
subject. E-conveyancing makes this very
important. In the future contracts will have to be
very clear and properly registered.

Ownership of land reaches to the soul of Irish
people and the heart of how we deal with matters.
Most agitation centre on land. This reform is a
significant departure but there is some way to go.
The area should be continually reviewed.

Deputy Seymour Crawford: With the Minister
for Justice, Equality and Law Reform who has
legal expertise present, I will not address legal
issues. This has been done by Deputy Flanagan
and others. I will instead refer to difficult issues
with which politicians and the public must deal.

I welcome the update of the law, in accordance
with modern society, for which the Bill provides.
I hope it will promote simplification because
complication is one of the issues that can arise in
the conveyancing of land. We need the process
and language to be simpler. Recently a young
lady sought to have land for a site transferred
from her father. She had to comply with various
regulations and deal with problems over a six
month period in order that she could acquire title
to obtain a loan for her house. That should not
happen nowadays, the process should be simpler.
The land was in the ownership of the family for
a long period. The Bill should simplify matters.

Regarding the transfer of land, there are his-
toric landlord and tenant deals, free land and
other legal jargon terms. Some ten years ago a
man sought to build on the family farm. The
neighbour’s son had built on the land without a
problem. In those days the bank would accept
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lodgement of deeds. When the man in question
sought to obtain a mortgage, the title was not cor-
rect. In the end, the solicitor had to find 19 people
across the island of Ireland, England, Scotland
and Wales before the man in question could
acquire the title. This caused major compli-
cations. How can one particular farmer use the
land for 12 years, pay no rent and then take it
over because of the time he spent on it? On the
other hand, land in the hands of one family for
years can lead to this difficulty. I hope the Bill
deals with the serious difficulties encountered in
the past.

I refer to the rights of tenants. In Carrickmac-
ross tenants are under severe pressure. Legal
actions have been taken but nothing has been
solved. Other speakers have referred to the right
to roam, an issue which must be dealt with in an
amicable manner. Discussions relating to this
matter have been taking place between farming
organisations and the Government for some time.
Farmers must be careful, particularly in this era
of the compensation culture. If a person slips or
has an accident on a farmer’s land, the latter
might experience a great deal of trouble as a
result. Most people involved in farming have full
insurance. However, the position in this regard
must be made quite clear and all difficulties relat-
ing to it resolved.

While it is important to ensure that tourism is
allowed to thrive and that people are encouraged
to give others the freedom to walk over their land
to access special scenic areas, the rights of land-
owners, property owners, farmers etc., must be
taken into consideration and upheld. Where
necessary and justified, some level of compen-
sation should be paid.

There is also the issue of extra rights. Some
time ago I raised a particular matter and
requested that solicitors be notified and informed
in respect of it, particularly in light of the prob-
lems that can arise. I refer to situations where
someone may have made his or her will in the
late 1990s when single farm premia did not exist.
Another person who comes into possession of
that individual’s land may be of the view that the
right to the single farm premium transferred to
him or her with the land and that he or she is
entitled to it. I understand that the latter is not
the case if there are other relatives alive who may
have a claim to pursue. The position in this regard
must be made clear to solicitors and to people in
general in order that there will not be a great deal
of fighting and rows among the members of a
family following a person’s death.

Single farm premia form a large part of farm
incomes and this is a major issue. I recently came
across a case in which a farm was sold, as were
the rights to the premium. It was advertised and
agreed by everyone that the rights were of a cer-
tain value. However, when the farmer tried to
transfer the rights he discovered a number of
technicalities that had not been clarified by the

solicitors, auctioneers or anyone else. The case to
which I refer is quite complex and I do not wish
make any more comments in respect of it because
there is a possibility that it may be taken further.
However, solicitors must be informed about the
new issues that must be dealt with in this area.

A number of years ago, the use of bogland or
commonage was not really an issue. Now,
however, given that money is allocated towards
overall acreage via REPS and other schemes,
such land has become extremely valuable and is
giving rise to difficulties.

Clarification must be provided in respect of
problems relating to partnerships. There is no
doubt that partnerships between fathers and sons,
between neighbours etc., can give rise to diffi-
culties, particularly if they are not well dealt with
by solicitors. In my view, many solicitors do not
fully understand what is involved. For example, a
leasee can cause problems if he or she so wishes.
If a farmer leases land to his son and takes the
EU farm retirement grant, under existing laws he
subsequently cannot give the land to his son
unless the latter pays an enormous amount of
stamp duty. This comes about because in legal
terms the owner of the land, having taken the
farm retirement grant, is no longer a farmer. I
would like to see technicalities of this nature
changed.

In the past, solicitors were among the most
trusted people in the country. What has hap-
pened in recent weeks regarding dodgy transfers
— I do not wish to say too much before further
legal action may be pursued in this area — has
damaged the trust that exists between solicitors
and their clients. It is important that these
matters be dealt with in the strongest possible
way. If there is a need to introduce legislation,
then so be it. If legislation is not required, we
must ensure that the individuals involved are
dealt with because the trust to which I refer must
continue to exist. If, for example, a person has a
need to seek an immediate loan, the position vis-
à-vis his or her solicitor’s guarantee to the bank
that the legal situation will be resolved in the
future must be clarified. If that does not happen,
there will be major delays in many areas, includ-
ing the construction of private homes.

In the past solicitors provided undertakings or
guarantees to lending institutions that when all
matters relating to titles were resolved, they
would, as promised, be presented with clear
deeds. Recent events have undermined that clear
understanding and could damage some young
people’s future prospects. I hope the position in
this regard can be resolved. Regardless of
whether it is in politics or the legal profession,
one or two bad eggs can spoil matters for
everyone.

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): I thank Deputies for
their contributions and for their broad support
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for the reform proposals set out in the Bill. While
it undoubtedly contains many technical proposals
and measures, the aim of the Bill is to update our
land and conveyancing laws in order to meet the
changed needs of the 21st century. The Govern-
ment recognises the need for an up-to-date and
streamlined conveyancing code that will reduce
the time taken to buy and sell property and
improve economic efficiency. In short, an up-to-
date code is needed to protect consumers and
facilitate economic activity in a vibrant market
economy.

Many of the points made by Deputies were
detailed in nature and may be discussed on Com-
mittee Stage. However, I wish to reply to some
of the more general issues raised.

Deputy Rabbitte asked whether there are plans
to modernise the landlord and tenant code. I am
happy to say that work on such a project is
already well under way within the Law Reform
Commission. I look forward to the conclusion of
that project and to proposals for updating the law
in this important area.

Deputies Flanagan and Rabbitte referred to
issues relating to registration of title and the rela-
tive lack of progress in recent years in extending
compulsory registration of land. While I agree
that perhaps more could and should have been
done, the position is that the specific function of
promoting and extending registration of owner-
ship of land has been given to the Property Regis-
tration Authority. I discussed the matter with the
chairman of the authority and it is important to
progress the compulsory registration of land.

Towards the end of the 19th century, various
land purchase acts, with which many of us are
familiar, were enacted. These provided loans for
tenant farmers to purchase their holdings from
landlords, subject to annual repayments in the
form of land purchase annuities. As these
schemes involved public funds, it was considered
that title to the lands should be secured by means
of registration. As a result, the Local Registration
of Title (Ireland) Act 1891 made provision for
establishment of the Land Registry and provided
that the registration of title was compulsory in all
cases where land was purchased under the land
purchase schemes. All of this land has remained
within the registration of title system and
approximately 85% of land in the State, including
almost all farmland, is registered with the Land
Registry.

The Registration of Title Act 1964 repealed the
1891 Act and made provision for the gradual
extension of compulsory registration to complete
the land register. Compulsory registration was
introduced in counties Carlow, Laois and Meath
in 1970. Last year, counties Longford, Westmeath
and Roscommon were added to the list. Since
most of the farmland in these counties was
already registered, the main impact has been on
transactions involving urban land.

While urban land outside compulsory areas
may be registered under existing provisions on a
voluntary basis, much of it remains unregistered
because of the time and effort which may be
required to register it and because of the prob-
lems which may arise in sorting out complex “pyr-
amid” titles. It is difficult to say how many of
these unregistered titles remain and it could be as
many as 350,000. In the case of these titles, the
transactions must be registered at the registry of
deeds. However, the underlying root of title must
be evidenced by a sequence of transactions in
respect of the land. A major challenge for the
Property Registration Authority is to devise a
strategy to promote and extend the registration
of urban land throughout the country. I under-
stand the authority is in discussions with the Law
Society with a view to drawing up its future
strategy for extending title registration as
required by the legislation under which it was
established.

Deputies Rabbitte and Terence Flanagan quer-
ied the present position regarding adverse pos-
session of land. I will respond in light of the
recent judgment of the European Court of
Human Rights in Pye v. UK. The statutory posi-
tion is that applications for title based on adverse
possession are made to the Property Registration
Authority under section 49 of the Registration of
Title Act 1964. In such cases, the applicant claims
that the rights of the registered owner have been
extinguished under the Statute of Limitations and
that the applicant is now entitled to be registered
as owner. For obvious reasons, the authority con-
siders all applications for registration based on
adverse possession with particular care and
attention.

Some applications are withdrawn on receipt of
correspondence from the authority outlining the
legal conditions necessary to acquire title by
means of adverse possession. Where it appears to
the authority that an application does not meet
the stringent requirements of section 49, the
application will be refused. It is open to any party
to appeal a decision to the courts but in practice
such appeals are rare.

The recent judgment of the Grand Chamber of
the European Court of Human Rights reversed
an earlier ruling which held a system which pro-
vided for adverse possession of land without any
possibility of financial compensation infringed
property rights safeguarded under the European
Convention on Human Rights. My Department is
still examining the full implications of the
judgment.

I understand the Law Reform Commission
intends to examine issues surrounding adverse
possession in its next law reform programme and
I welcome this development. I am sure the com-
mission’s future work will provide a sound found-
ation on which to base future reforms in this area.
The threat emerging from the jurisprudence of
the European Court of Human Rights that our
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system of adverse possession was contrary to our
international obligations has receded.

Deputy Rabbitte raised the important issue of
recreational use of land and the rights to access
to land for that purpose. Deputy Crawford also
touched on this matter when he mentioned the
right to roam. The matter is being handled by my
colleague, the Minister for Community, Rural
and Gaeltacht Affairs, Deputy Ó Cuı́v, and I have
no wish to roam into his areas of responsibility.

With regard to solicitors’ undertakings in
respect of mortgage lending I want to stress that
I cannot comment on individual cases, partic-
ularly as the issues raised are linked to matters
which are before the courts at present. I am glad
Deputy Crawford raised this issue in his contri-
bution because it is of great public concern.

The process whereby a purchaser’s solicitor
may act for both the purchaser and a lending
institution was agreed between the legal pro-
fession and the banking sector and has been in
operation for approximately 20 years. The pro-
cess is designed to benefit those transacting resi-
dential conveyancing in that it permits the pur-
chaser’s solicitor to act on behalf of the lending
institution. This has reduced costs to the benefit
of consumers and reduced the length of time
taken to complete the conveyance. It was never
intended that the process would be used for com-
mercial purposes nor was it intended that the pro-
cess should be used where the applicant was the
lodging solicitor.

As part of the process, in so far as it applies,
the purchaser’s solicitor will usually give an
undertaking to a financial institution to the effect
that he or she will ensure that the purchaser has
a good marketable title to the property, that the
documents are executed and that all the title
deeds are stamped, registered and lodged with
the relevant institution. In addition, pending
lodgement of the title deeds with the bank or
building society, generally the solicitor will under-
take to hold the deeds in trust for the lending
institution. In this context, it is important to note
that where a solicitor fails to honour an under-
taking given, it is considered to be professional
misconduct and as a result the solicitor is
rendered liable to the Law Society’s disciplinary
procedures and to investigation by the solicitors’
disciplinary tribunal. Depending on the particular
circumstances of a case the criminal law may
also apply.

Mortgage lending is primarily a matter for the
financial institutions involved and Deputies will
appreciate that I have no function in the system
of banking and making loans available to clients.
The Financial Regulator is responsible for the
prudential supervision of Irish-licensed financial
institutions and is independent in matters of day-
to-day supervision. The regulator has consistently
conveyed to lending institutions that mortgage
lending policies and practices should be prudent
and responsible. I have indicated to the House

that it is in everybody’s interest that the best
practices which clearly exist in the area of solici-
tors’ undertakings are followed. I also stated that
in so far as any matters are to be reviewed or
issues to be addressed by the Government,
Deputies can be assured that the responsible
Ministers will do so.

The matter of multi-unit developments were
raised by several Deputies and they are a major
issue of property law in the public mind. Together
with auctioneers and estate agents, property man-
agement agents will be covered by the licensing
system to be operated by the national property
services regulatory authority. Deputy Terence
Flanagan raised the matter of the timescale for
the legislation establishing the authority. It is
being drafted in the Office of the Parliamentary
Counsel.

Property management companies, which are
the owners of units within multi-unit devel-
opments, are regulated under company law and
are subject to its enforcement mechanisms,
including the Companies Registration Office and
the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforce-
ment. In recognition of the complex nature of the
difficulties arising in regard to the structure and
governance of these companies, and the cross-
cutting nature of many of them, the Government
has established a high-level interdepartmental
committee to assist in the development of a
coherent and comprehensive legislative response.

The key task facing the committee is to identify
the legislative and administrative actions to be
taken on receipt of the Law Reform Com-
mission’s definitive recommendations for legislat-
ive reforms in its forthcoming report on multi-
unit developments. The commission will publish
the report later this year following completion of
a consultation process.

Deputy Durkan raised the matter of property
held in common. Section 28 of this Bill will pro-
hibit the unilateral severance of a joint tenancy
without the written consent of the other joint ten-
ants. This should help deal with the problem
described by Deputy Durkan. He also raised the
question of airspace and its connection with prop-
erty law. The inclusion of airspace in the defini-
tion of property reflects the existing law on this
issue as determined by the courts.

Deputy Seymour Crawford: Does this have to
do with Shannon?

Deputy Brian Lenihan: I think it was Kildare
rather than Clare.

Deputy Crawford raised the question of the
transfer of single premia and other farm pay-
ments. It does not come within the scope of this
Bill but I will raise the issue with the Minister for
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food to see whether
the legislation in this area can be examined with
a view to dealing with the issues raised by
Deputy Crawford.
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All sides of the House welcome this measure.
It is necessarily highly technical in scope but it
will play a significant part in the reform of our
property law and law relating to land transactions
which is now under way.

Question put and agreed to.

Land and Conveyancing Law Reform Bill 2006
[Seanad]: Referral to Select Committee.

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): I move:

That the Bill be referred to the Select Com-
mittee on Justice, Equality, Defence and
Women’s Rights, in accordance with Standing
Order 120(1) and paragraph 1(a)(i) of the
Orders of Reference of that committee.

Question put and agreed to.

Supplementary Estimates for Public Services
2007: Message from Select Committee.

Acting Chairman (Deputy Brian O’Shea): The
Select Committee on Finance and the Public
Service has completed its consideration of the fol-
lowing Supplementary Estimate for public
services for the service of the year ending 31
December 2007: Vote 6.

Private Members’ Business.

————

Undocumented Irish in the United States:
Motion.

Deputy Michael Ring: I move:

“That Dáil Éireann, recognises:

— the very difficult situation for thousands
of Irish people of undocumented status
living and working in the United States;

— the difficulties that the undocumented
Irish experience because of their irregular
legal status and the fear of deportation;

— that the undocumented deserve enormous
credit for their highly effective public
awareness and lobbying campaign in the
United States, particularly through the
Irish Lobby for Immigration Reform;

— the ongoing efforts of the Government,
members of the Oireachtas and the
undocumented Irish themselves to bring
this situation to a satisfactory resolution;

— the strong economic ties between the
island of Ireland and the United States
and the contribution that Irish emigrants
make to economic, social and cultural life
in the US; and

— that efforts to pass comprehensive immi-
gration reform in the United States Con-
gress have so far been unsuccessful;

welcomes:

— the commitment of the Government and
the Oireachtas to finding a satisfactory
solution for the undocumented and to
creating new reciprocal immigration
arrangements between Ireland and the
United States aimed at further enhancing
our close bilateral relationship; and

— the strong support given by many
members of the United States Congress to
Irish issues, including efforts to resolve
the difficulties facing the undocumented;

supports:

— ongoing discussions at the highest level
with the US Administration and Congress
to establish reciprocal bilateral arrange-
ments which would benefit Irish and
American citizens seeking to work and
travel in our two countries; and

— the strong commitment of the Oireachtas
and the Government to continued engage-
ment with the US Administration and
Congress to resolve the difficulties experi-
enced by the undocumented.”

I am delighted that an agreement has been
reached between Fine Gael and the Government
so that we will not have to divide the House on
this motion. It is only fitting given the political
significance of this issue that a joint motion was
brought.

I wish to share time with Deputies McGinley,
Perry, Tom Hayes, Neville, McHugh and Breen,
by agreement.

Acting Chairman: Is that agreed? Agreed.

7 o’clock

Deputy Michael Ring: The issue before us does
not only affect the 50,000 undocumented Irish in
the United States or impact on the families and

friends we met earlier who are
clearly so worried about the plight of
their loved ones. It is an issue that

affects us all because it is our responsibility not
to turn our backs on the people who were forced
to leave this country during a darker time in our
economic history.

The situation facing undocumented Irish in the
US has become more precarious since 11
September 2001. Many Irish people are unable to
obtain driving licences or even travel to Ireland
at the most upsetting of times, such as when they
need to attend a family funeral. However, the
situation is now reaching a crisis point. There are
reports of Irish people being targeted, arrested
and deported and the matter is growing ever
more grave. In recent weeks, six undocumented
Irish people, one woman and five men, were
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arrested. One of those arrested had been in the
United States for 12 years and, like many others,
had built a life there before seeing it swept from
under his feet in a matter of days. Another indi-
vidual was forced to return to Ireland and was
barred from re-entering the United States. As a
result, he was unable to bring home the remains
of a brother who had died in the US. The Irish
community is living in greater fear than ever and
is near desperation point, yet the Government
demonstrates little or no understanding of their
situation. The Minister for Foreign Affairs has
dropped the ball on this issue. It is not good
enough that Irish people anywhere should be
allowed to live in such conditions. There is little
hope that any of those people will receive work-
ing visas at any point in the future.

In 2006, Irish people received a mere 54 lottery
visas out of a global total of 50,000 and only 1,906
green cards. There is little option for these people
other than a new agreement which will help them
out of this predicament. I do not need to stress
the urgency of this issue. The window of oppor-
tunity for these people is closing rapidly and will
soon be firmly shut. The US Government’s
momentum is faltering and the issue is unlikely
to be progressed by the current administration. If
we wait until after the forthcoming presidential
election it will be too late. The topic of immi-
gration reform is so charged in the United States
that it is regarded as a third rate issue which
nobody will touch for fear of political electro-
cution. Senior US Senators are willing to progress
it but their hands are tied unless the Irish
Government steps up to campaign for these
people. It is almost certain that under the next
administration there will be no movement on the
immigration issue, so we have to act while limited
time is still available to solve the crisis facing Irish
people in the US.

There is no doubt that the Irish-American con-
nection has always been strong, both culturally
and economically. At this time of economic
growth in Ireland, well-educated and highly
skilled Americans are expressing a growing
interest in working in Ireland. When the former
Minister of State at the Department of
Enterprise, Trade and Employment, Deputy
Killeen, visited a FÁS exhibition in New York
last October, he noted huge interest in Americans
wishing to travel to Ireland to work and a queue
outside the exhibition venue which stretched
more than two and a half blocks. He stated there
was clear evidence to support the establishment
of some sort of bilateral agreement between the
US and Irish Governments. In addition, the
Aisling Irish Community Centre in New York has
indicated they are dealing with increasing
numbers of Irish people. This kind of labour
activity in Ireland and the United States is proof
that a bilateral agreement providing for a renew-
able visa system is the way to capture the interest

in the Irish economy and solve the problem Irish
emigrants face in America.

The opportunity now presents itself of har-
nessing the goodwill that has been developed dur-
ing the peace process to secure a bilateral agree-
ment between Ireland and the United States.
Precedence has been set for this kind of agree-
ment by Australia’s arrangement which allows
10,000 Australians to work in the US on a special
E-3 visa, while Americans are given the same
number of visas in return. This two-year visa can
be renewed indefinitely, allows immigrants to
bring spouses and children to the US and permits
spouses to work legally. A similar agreement
could be developed for Irish workers, including
an amnesty clause to allow undocumented Irish
to gain access to the visa programme. It has been
suggested that by arguing that many of the
undocumented in the US were victims of high
unemployment caused by the Troubles, the
Government could make a unique case for a new
visa regime. The upcoming economic conference
in Belfast sponsored by the Americans is the per-
fect opportunity to launch such an agreement and
would provide a forum for officially recognising
the American contribution to peace on the island
of Ireland while marking the tenth anniversary of
the Good Friday Agreement.

Last April, the Minister indicated his intention
to do all in his power to help these people. He
stated that since becoming Minister for Foreign
Affairs, he made the search for a resolution to
the situation facing the undocumented a key
priority for his Department, that the nation
cannot turn its back on the undocumented Irish
living in a twilight world in the United States and
that we must do all we can to reunite these
families. When he visited Washington last month,
he again indicated his interest in reaching a
reciprocal agreement with the United States that
would be linked to the political settlement in the
North. Has this been political rhetoric designed
to impress while he was on tour in Washington or
is he genuinely committed to resolving this issue?
What communications has he had with US rep-
resentatives in past weeks regarding this issue and
what exactly has been done to find a resolution?

I am not speaking for the people in this country
but for the undocumented in the United States,
some of whom I met last week. It was not the
first time I visited the USA. On many occasions,
my colleagues, Deputies McGinley, Coveney,
Connaughton and I have travelled there at our
own cost to lobby for these people. I am saying to
the Minister, the Taoiseach and the Government
backbenchers that we owe it to Irish citizens to
reach an agreement. America preaches that it will
look after its people wherever in the world they
may be. We have to look after the Irish people
who find themselves in this situation. The tax-
payer will not mind if the Taoiseach, the Minister
and, perhaps, the Leader of the Opposition and
other of our colleagues use the Government jet
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to travel to America to lobby Irish-American
politicians. They want to support us but political
will is needed to reach out to them. I urge the
Taoiseach to personally visit the USA before the
weekend to reach a deal for our Irish illegals.
That is not an impossible task because Ted
Kennedy and other US Senators are prepared to
support the Irish families who are affected by
this issue.

I do not want to see another situation like the
one involving a woman in my constituency who,
five years ago, came to my clinic in Ballinrobe,
and that is when I got involved in this issue. Until
the day I die I will never forget what she said
to me. At that time I did not know much about
undocumented Irish people in America. She said:

Michael, I have gone to America for the last
five years. My son is there. He is married and
has two children. I go to see them whenever I
can. Last week I got bad news. I have cancer. I
know that my son, his wife and my grand-
children will not be able to come to my funeral
in Ireland.

I said:

That is not right. We have to do something
for these people that are undocumented in
America. We have to put the pressure on the
Irish Government.

That woman died and her son could not come
home for her funeral. If he had come to his
mother’s funeral he faced the possibility of not
being able to get back into the United States of
America, to his wife and two children. We must
do something about that. It is our duty as legis-
lators to act. I call on the Taoiseach and the Mini-
ster for Foreign Affairs to act. I accept, because
I am not one of those people who does not give
credit where it is due, that the Government has
made an effort, but what we want now is a bigger
effort. This is an all-Ireland problem and, if
necessary, Mr. Paisley, Mr. McGuinness and the
Tánaiste should lobby on behalf of our Irish citi-
zens. I call on them to go to the United States
and do what has to be done.

I have been contacted by people from all parts
of the country. We are coming into a very lonely
time again — Christmas. Many of these people in
the United States will not be able to come home
for Christmas, family weddings or funerals. It is
important that the Taoiseach and the Govern-
ment are committed to going there to resolve this
very serious problem.

I thank Mr. Niall O’Dowd, Mr. Ciaran Staun-
ton and others involved in the Irish immigration
group on behalf of the Irish people. I thank them
on behalf of the undocumented in America
because they are in the United States legally, run-
ning their own businesses and they could be doing
other things. Instead, they are committed to
Ireland, to our citizens and to striking a deal.

People such as Mr. O’Dowd and Mr. Staunton
have gone to a lot of trouble.

Mr. Niall O’Dowd went to a very important
committee meeting in the United States. It is very
difficult to get into a Senate meeting and be given
time to speak. The meeting was broadcast by
American television. RTE should have been
there as well, covering the case that Mr. O’Dowd
made on behalf of the undocumented Irish. RTE
has done a good job on this issue but it is
important to keep up the momentum. The broad-
caster should send people to America to show the
kind of situations in which our people are
trapped.

The Government has accepted the motion and
I hope the Taoiseach and the Minister for Foreign
Affairs will immediately head for Washington.
We must remember that Mr. Albert Reynolds did
it when it was important for the peace process.
He picked up the telephone and rang President
Clinton. I urge the Taoiseach to pick up the tele-
phone and ring President Bush. American poli-
ticians are facing a presidential election and every
single one of them will be telling us about their
great Irish ancestors. If they have great Irish
ancestors, let them prove it. Let us complete a
bilateral agreement for our Irish citizens who are
trapped in the United States of America. Please
God, between now and Christmas, a Bill will be
rushed through Congress and something will be
done for our undocumented Irish. Something
must be done. I want something to be done. I
want the Irish Government to immediately head
for Washington.

Deputy Dinny McGinley: I am delighted to
have the opportunity to speak on this motion. I
compliment my colleague, Deputy Ring, on
tabling the motion and welcome the Govern-
ment’s decision to support an agreed motion on
this very important issue. By adopting that stance,
the Government will have the mandate of this
House to go to America to negotiate on behalf of
the 40,000 or 50,000 undocumented Irish men and
women who are in the United States without
status.

By adopting this agreed motion, we are chang-
ing our approach to this problem. For a signifi-
cant number of years our approach has been to
go to America and meet politicians from various
parties. As Deputy Ring said, in the summer of
2006, Deputies Ring, Coveney, Connaughton and
I went to America. At that time, all of the talk
was about the McCain-Kennedy Bill. That was a
serious Bill, tabled by two senior politicians, one
a Republican, the other a Democrat. We had the
pleasure and honour of meeting them in their
offices, with other senior politicians. We came
home with great hopes that this was the solution
to the problem of the undocumented Irish.
Unfortunately, the Bill ran into difficulties vis-à-
vis American domestic politics. Parties fell out,
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squabbles set in and the Irish were, once again,
left sitting high and dry.

This motion represents a new approach to the
situation whereby we will adopt what is known as
the Australian solution. Australia, on a bilateral
basis, has negotiated a deal whereby 10,000
Australians are entitled to enter the United
States of America annually and the same number
of Americans are entitled to enter Australia.

I do not know of any other people who have
contributed more to the making of America than
the Irish. For two centuries, our people have been
going to the United States as a destination of
opportunity. They have grabbed the oppor-
tunities there and Irish people are now involved
in every aspect of American life. It is no wonder
that more than 40 million Americans claim to
have Irish ancestors. The bonds between the two
countries have developed over the centuries. I do
not know of any other European country in which
the Americans have invested more than in
Ireland. There is probably more American invest-
ment and employment here than in any other
European country. I do not know of any other
country whose representatives have regular
access to the highest echelons of Government in
the United States. Those doors are open to us
and we are seen by the United States as one of
their foremost and dependable allies. No matter
what they do, they know they have our goodwill
and that our facilities are at their disposal.

This is a window of opportunity for us, to
invoke the goodwill of America on behalf of the
Irish people over there, many of whom we met
last year. I will not go into their individual stories.
Deputy Ring mentioned people who are not able
to come home for family occasions, both joyous
and sad. These people are not a burden on the
American economy. Rather, America’s gain is
our loss. Many have settled in America, estab-
lished businesses, married, had families and have
a stake in the American economy, but they are
living in fear and danger.

I suggest we emulate the Australians. The
Australian Prime Minister, Mr. Howard went to
the United States, spent two days in Washington
negotiating at President to Prime Minister level
and succeeded in striking a deal. That is what we
must do. I believe that the only person in this
House to do it is the Taoiseach and he certainly
has a mandate from this House this evening. He
always goes to Washington for St. Patrick’s Day
but I urge him to enter negotiations before then.
It should be done before the end of this year. I
implore the Minister of State to convey that mess-
age to the Taoiseach, to urge him to do as Deputy
Ring has suggested and go to America with the
sole mission of sorting out this running sore
between our two countries that has been there for
many years. I have absolutely no doubt that will
be done given the goodwill and co-operation
between us.

Many Irish parents are listening to this debate.
They will be reassured there is cross-party agree-
ment on this motion instigated by Deputy Ring. I
very much welcome that because it will give them
hope. The US presidential election is coming up
shortly and the focus will once again be on
domestic politics. If we do not grab this oppor-
tunity between now and the end of this month, or
certainly the end of this year, we will lose it for
many years to come until the political situation
settles again.

I am delighted to have the opportunity to
speak. The time is ripe for action. We are chang-
ing tactics and are opting for a new method,
namely, the Australian one. If we go about it the
right way and if we show the Americans we are
serious about it at Taoiseach and President level,
we will solve this long running problem.

What better gift could Members of this House
give these Irish people in America — our kith
and kin — than a green card as a result of this
motion and negotiations which will take place? It
would be a great Christmas present. I can only
imagine the number of people who would come
home again to their parents and relations after
five to 15 years in America and the welcome they
would receive. We can do something definite and
positive and this motion is the instrument by
which we can do so. I implore the Minister of
State to adopt this motion and for the Taoiseach
to make it a priority between now and the end of
the year.

Deputy John Perry: I very much welcome this
motion and compliment Deputy Ring on tabling
it. I welcome it not only because it has been pro-
posed by Fine Gael but because it proposes the
basis for a much needed solution to the problem
of the undocumented Irish in the US. The
undocumented Irish make a valuable contri-
bution to the economic and social life of the
United States. They have chosen to make their
life there yet within the US, their lifestyles are
marked by a permanent state of anxiety. They
face significant hardship and their plight gets
harder by the day. They are seriously restricted
in their options for working and earning a living.
They cannot return home to see their families,
attend funerals or weddings or to visit their eld-
erly parents or seriously ill family members. That
has a huge impact on a large number of people
who cannot come home for important family
occasions often following tragedy.

I look forward to the day when the many
undocumented Irish, having established some
form of legal status in the US, have the legal right
to live there, to work in any job of their choice
and to travel freely to visit parents, family and
friends. I spoke to Mayor Bloomberg, New
York’s first citizen, when he visited Ireland. He
spoke very openly and was one of the first poli-
ticians to call for this situation to be resolved. As
Deputy Ring stated, there are 40 million
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members of the diaspora in the United States. In
the next 12 months, there will be a change of
president and there is a possibility that Mayor
Bloomberg could be a candidate in that race. This
will be an election issue. This motion should be
well received by the US authorities because of
the opportunity it offers to young US citizens to
visit and work in Ireland.

The motion refers to an estimated 25,000 to
50,000 undocumented Irish people living and
working in the US which is an appalling situation,
the difficulties the undocumented face of which I
know, the contribution Irish emigrants make to
the US economy which is evident everywhere one
goes, the strong economic ties between the island
of Ireland and the United States and the growing
level of social, political and economic co-oper-
ation on the island of Ireland following the imple-
mentation of the Good Friday Agreement. It also
refers to the existing bilateral agreement between
Australia and the USA which allows 10,000
Australians to work in the US annually while US
citizens are granted the same number of
Australian visas in return. These are critical
points.

Formal educational institutions are part of the
process of developing capable and responsible
citizens and thus building a successful country.
However, in an era of globalisation of trade in
good and services, students must also learn about
other cultures and people. The university of life
is the best place to get this particular experience.
Living abroad will give US students a depth of
personal experience that cannot be matched by
reading, studying, e-mails or the Internet. Typical
overseas study programmes are too short and too
organised for students to really learn about other
countries, people, traditions and cultures. For
third level students, it is a time for freedom,
openness and curiosity about other people and
places and for embracing new experiences.

Spending a year in Ireland, being thrust into
the unfamiliar and living as the locals do will give
them knowledge, experience and an understand-
ing of people which will last them a lifetime. By
living and working independently, they will
emerge with a much richer understanding and a
more open-minded view of the world than any-
thing taught in a classroom.

Young US citizens living and working in
Ireland would also have the opportunity to visit
other parts of Europe thus expanding their hor-
izons to a much wider range of countries and cul-
tures. Living and working abroad is not only
about understanding a new culture, it is also
about getting a new perspective on one’s home
country. Seeing things from a distance gives an
opportunity to appreciate all the good things at
home. The mix of ideas and experiences will help
foster the imagination to see new opportunities
and provide an inspiration for fresh ideas and cre-

ativity. This is a win-win result for both our
countries.

The bilateral agreement proposed in this
motion provides an important opportunity to
enhance and strengthen ties of understanding and
friendship between the US and Ireland. I look
forward to the conclusion of such an agreement
at the earliest possible date.

Deputy Tom Hayes: I commend Deputy Ring
on tabling this motion and, along with Deputy
McGinley and others who travelled to the United
States, for being so forthright in fighting for this
cause. I welcome the opportunity to speak on the
plight of Irish emigrants living in the United
States. This is an issue about which I feel very
strongly and about which many of my constitu-
ents are deeply concerned. At present we have
no way of knowing how many Irish emigrants live
in the United States. Many left when Ireland’s
growth was not as strong as it is at present. I
worry that since our economy has improved, we
have become less aware of the problems they
face. I strongly recommend that the Minister for
Foreign Affairs makes this issue a priority over
the coming months. The Australian system,
whereby a bilateral agreement was reached
between Australia and America, would be incred-
ibly effective in regard to this country. I urge the
Minister to look at it and to see it as a positive
way to move forward because it is has been tried
and it works.

The recent figures speak for themselves.
Ireland received 10% fewer green cards in 2006
than in 2005 and 28% fewer lottery visas in 2006
than in 2005. This is not because Irish people are
not anxious to go to America but we have not
been successful in getting there legally. There are
still thousands of young Irish people who would
like to follow the Irish tradition of leaving for
America to make their life in that exciting coun-
try. We no longer view emigration as a tragedy.
It is of great benefit to the many young people
who travel there and a great education to them.

Driving licences for these emigrants is a major
issue. Anybody who knows anything about
American life knows that one can barely function
there without having a car and being able to drive
yet driving licences are being taken from Irish
emigrants making their lives in America
extremely difficult.

There is a rule whereby if one goes to America
to start a business and invest a certain amount
of money, one can get a visa. The Irish people
contribute to the economy there just as American
people in Ireland contribute to the Irish econ-
omy. The connection between both countries can
be seen in their respective labour forces. The
United States has had a profound cultural influ-
ence on this country, as exemplified by its role in
the peace process in Northern Ireland. The duty
of the Minister for Foreign Affairs and the
priority of the Government should be to make
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things happen to ensure that the undocumented
Irish can live contentedly. We have all heard sto-
ries from our constituents about people who have
genuine cases to make. I beg the Government to
help these vulnerable people by heeding their
calls.

Deputy Dan Neville: I welcome the oppor-
tunity to speak on this motion. I congratulate my
colleague, Deputy Ring, on introducing it. I also
congratulate the Government on agreeing to
accept Deputy Ring’s proposal. I would like to
ask the Minister of State, Deputy Michael Kitt,
about the green cards of people who have
returned to Ireland. I refer to people who intend
to stay here — they may have new careers here,
for example. Can an agreement be reached with
the US Government for the green cards of such
people to be given to those who have applied for
residency? Perhaps the system could be volun-
tary. Some people with green cards have estab-
lished very good careers in Ireland and will never
return to the US. As they still have their green
cards, they have retained the ability to return to
live in the US. I ask the Minister of State to con-
sider this approach, under which those who have
returned to Ireland could identify themselves and
make their green cards available. If a system of
exchange could be agreed with the US Govern-
ment, those cards could be transferred to people
who have applied for residency in that country.
This mechanism would meet a small proportion
of the need that exists among the 25,000 to 50,000
Irish immigrants who are living and working in
the US without documentation.

A great deal of pain is being endured by the
undocumented Irish and their families. I regularly
hear from constituents of mine who are sad
because their sons or daughters in the US are
unable to return to Ireland to attend a family
wedding, for example. It is even sadder when
Irish people living in the US cannot come home
for the funerals of their parents. The pain felt by
the families involved, especially by the undocu-
mented person who has to stay in the US while
these events take place, is very intense. The
human aspect of this issue is often lost during the
debate on it. We must impress on the US Govern-
ment the contribution that has been made to that
country’s economy by emigrants who went there
from Ireland centuries ago. Some of my grand-
parents’ siblings went to the US to contribute to
the development of that country. It should be
recognised that all families in Ireland have similar
stories. We should remind the 40 million Irish-
Americans who comprise the Irish diaspora in the
US that they have a role to play as well. Irish-
Americans should remind their fellow Americans
of the special relationship the US has enjoyed
with Ireland and the Irish people since the 18th
century, well before the Famine.

Deputy Joe McHugh: I congratulate my col-
league, Deputy Ring, on introducing this timely
motion. I also congratulate the Government on
accepting the need for consensus on this issue.
This is a difficult time for the friends and family
of Irish people who are living in the United
States, in places like Dorchester and Brighton in
Boston; and Yonkers and The Bronx in New
York. I have spent time in Upper Darby in Phila-
delphia. Undocumented Irish are also found on
the west coast, in places like San Francisco, and
as far north as Chicago. For the first time, these
people are living in fear. In the 1980s, they saw
the cities I have mentioned as places of affluence
and opportunity, but they have told me they now
associate them with fear. I receive text messages
and e-mails to that effect on a daily basis.

I heard today that ten undocumented Irish
people are being kept in detention centres after
being lifted by US security personnel at train
stations 150 miles from the Canadian border. The
people in question did not even go near the
border. Legislators on both sides of this House
have to stand up and be counted as we try to
assist Irish people who are living in fear. As
Deputy Ring said, if a deputation is to be sent to
the US, it should include Dr. Ian Paisley and Mr.
Martin McGuinness so we can demonstrate our
collective opinion that this is a serious problem.

We all heard about the good stories and the
opportunities which were available in the US
between the 1950s and the 1980s. The stories we
are hearing now should make us sick. The
undocumented Irish in the US are afraid to be
part of this campaign. Their fear of being
deported is making them afraid to show their
hand. This is something we should not allow to
happen. If a new visa programme is to be estab-
lished, our immediate concern should be for the
people to whom I have referred. We have to find
a means of ensuring they are not prevented from
coming forward by their fear of being deported.
I encounter that sentiment frequently when I
communicate with people throughout the US.

Ireland has a rich experience of mutual co-
operation with the US on serious problems like
Northern Ireland. When consensus was reached
on the Good Friday Agreement, there was collec-
tive goodwill on both sides of the Border. In this
instance, there is collective goodwill on both sides
of the Atlantic. My Fine Gael colleagues have
spent time in the US talking to Senators, Con-
gressmen and legislators who have an equal
desire to do something about this problem. We
do not have to play hardball. The Taoiseach, the
Minister for Foreign Affairs and the Tánaiste do
not have to play hardball on this issue. They have
to show goodwill, courage and short-term think-
ing so that progress can be made sooner rather
than later.

Deputy Pat Breen: I welcome the opportunity
to speak in this debate. I congratulate Deputy
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Ring on introducing this timely motion. We all
know what has happened in the US since the
tragic events of 11 September 2001 and the intro-
duction of the REAL ID Act. The US Govern-
ment now requires one in all states to produce
driving licences which prove that one has US
citizenship or the right to stay in the US. The new
laws affect many Irish people, including my con-
stituents from County Clare, some of whom are
afraid to show off their saffron and blue county
colours in case they draw attention to themselves.
That is how serious the situation is at the
moment. When I pass through Shannon Airport,
I often see a picture of John F. Kennedy waving
goodbye as he left Ireland in 1963. If the current
US immigration laws had been in force when his
great-grandfather, Patrick Kennedy, left Ireland,
John F. Kennedy would never have been Pres-
ident of the United States — that is the funny
thing about it.

Anyone who has been to the US recently will
have seen signs calling on the US Administration
to legislate in support of the undocumented Irish.
When I see such signs, I am reminded that most
of those who went from Ireland to the US many
generations ago never came back. The same thing
could happen again. Deputy Ring spoke about
men and women who cannot come back to
Ireland for funerals. I have heard of a case of a
man who had to listen to his father’s funeral on a
mobile telephone because he could not return to
this country. It is unacceptable that well educated
young men and women have to hide in US cities.
Irish people are being treated badly even though
the Irish heritage of many American people is
paraded annually on St. Patrick’s Day, when the
biggest parades take place in the US. The talk
now in Gaelic Park in New York is not about
hurling, camogie or football; it is about the crack-
down on the illegal Irish. They stay illegally in
America because they cannot get a long-term visa
or a green card — which is virtually impossible to
get. As Deputy Hayes stated, in 2006 only 54 lot-
tery visas and 1,906 green cards out of a total of
50,000 were given to the Irish. People such as
Niall O’Dowd must be congratulated for their
Trojan work ensuring that the Irish voice is heard
in the immigration debate in the United States.
The comprehensive immigration reform Act 2007
would have provided legal status to many of the
illegal Irish residing in America and the Bill was
supported by many high profile Senators but
unfortunately it did not go through.

I am delighted the Government has accepted
this motion. I urge the Government to include
these proposals to extend the US customs and
border protection facility for Shannon Airport as
it would require the adoption of a US-Irish inter-
governmental treaty. I urge the Government to
work towards this treaty as soon as possible
because it would allow passengers travelling to

the United States to be regarded as domestic
passengers once they leave the Irish base.

Minister of State at the Department of Foreign
Affairs (Deputy Michael P. Kitt): With the agree-
ment of the House I wish to share time with
Deputy Scanlon.

I am delivering this statement on behalf of the
Minister for Foreign Affairs Deputy Dermot
Ahern. This debate provides a welcome oppor-
tunity for this House to highlight the difficulties
facing the undocumented Irish in the United
States, the Government’s strong record of
engagement on their behalf and our continued
determination to work for a solution. I am
pleased, therefore, to commend this motion to
the House.

Members of the Oireachtas from all parties
have taken an active interest in this issue. By trav-
elling to Washington to lobby on behalf of the
undocumented, many Members of this House
have sent an important message of solidarity to
this marginalised group. The Government deeply
appreciates the added value that these visits have
brought to its own intense lobbying campaign.

In October 2005, the Dáil and Seanad passed
all-party motions expressing strong support for
efforts to find a solution which would enable the
undocumented to regularise their status and
travel freely between the United States and
Ireland. A strong bipartisan spirit was evident
during those debates. There was a coming
together of politicians from all sides to support a
group of our people living lives of great fear and
uncertainty abroad and I welcome in particular
Deputy Ring’s comments in this regard.

I regret some recent efforts to politicise this
sensitive issue. Last week’s suggestion by Deputy
Kenny that Senator Edward Kennedy was wait-
ing for a phone call from the Taoiseach simply
misrepresented the position. Indeed, just a few
short weeks ago, the Senator and the Minister for
Foreign Affairs had a detailed strategy session on
possible options to move the immigration issue
forward. This shows clearly how wrong the
Deputy’s remark was but I do not wish to dwell
on this aspect.

The tradition in this House, for which I pay
warm tribute to all sides, has been not to play
politics in any way with the hopes and aspirations
of the thousands of undocumented Irish. I hope
that over the next two days we can re-emphasise
this traditional bipartisan approach. I particularly
welcome therefore this agreed motion. I know the
Minister, Deputy Dermot Ahern, intends holding
a briefing session with the members of the rel-
evant Oireachtas Joint Committee on Foreign
Affairs. I will bring Deputy Neville’s remarks on
the subject of green cards to the attention of the
Minister. Green cards are given on an individual
basis and not on the basis of nationality so I do
not believe they are transferable.
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For the past decade the Government has
attached the highest priority to assisting our emi-
grant communities abroad. For far too long our
national psyche was scarred by the loss of gener-
ations of young people to emigration. Shattered
communities throughout Ireland were left bereft
of the energy and creativity of so many young
people who had gone abroad to find the sort of
opportunities this country could not provide or
who were disadvantaged as a result of the
troubles of the past 30 years.

While our recent prosperity should be cel-
ebrated by all Irish people, we must never forget
the searing pain of loss and loneliness suffered by
those who were forced to leave our shores and
those they left behind. Without the sacrifices and
achievements of our emigrants and their willing-
ness to remain engaged with this country, the
confident and successful modern Ireland of today
would not exist.

We are especially proud of the vital contri-
bution made by Irish communities abroad, in
particular Irish-Americans, to the development of
the peace process and the growth of our econ-
omy. Reaching out to and assisting our emigrant
communities is a cornerstone of Government
policy. We have added real substance to this com-
mitment. The establishment of the Irish abroad
unit within the Department of Foreign Affairs
has greatly enhanced our capacity to develop and
implement policies aimed at building relations
and providing practical and financial assistance to
our communities overseas.

Funding to groups working with our vulnerable
emigrants has never been higher. In 2007, the
Department’s financial support for emigrant
services has reached over \15 million. This is the
highest amount ever allocated by any Govern-
ment and represents an increase of 26% over last
year and a 15-fold increase since 1997. This
engagement with the Irish communities abroad
will continue in the years to come.

Irish people have a special connection with the
United States. The last US census recorded that
36 million people consider themselves to be Irish-
American. The enormous contribution made by
generations of Irish emigrants to the develop-
ment of that great nation is something all Irish
people should take pride in. Their achievements
are an integral part of the American story and
touch communities in every state.

Today our relationship is evolving and it is no
longer defined solely by the emigrant experience.
Fortunately, Irish people no longer have to move
to the US in search of work and thousands of our
citizens who have lived in America for many
years have now returned here. Almost half a mil-
lion visits are made by Irish people to the US
each year, putting us within the top ten countries
providing visitors. The phenomenon of thousands
of Irish people travelling to New York at this
time of year for Christmas shopping is very
revealing about the nature of our relationship and

the distance we have come since the depressing
days of mass emigration.

Our two countries are building a mutually
beneficial partnership in the 21st century. This is
particularly true in the economic field where our
ties are stronger than ever before. The United
States is our second largest trading partner and is
the largest source of our inward investment. This
investment is increasingly two way as Irish direct
investment in the US is now very significant and
is estimated at about $17 billion. Irish companies
are also employing tens of thousands of
American workers.

However, our undocumented community in the
United States is largely removed and mar-
ginalised from these exciting developments. A
precise figure for the number caught in this
situation is impossible to ascertain. Official US
Government estimates put the figure at only
3,000 while others suggest it could be as high as
50,000. Based on assessments by our embassy and
consulates, the Government believes the true fig-
ure is probably closer to 25,000. However, we
have never spent much time dwelling on the
numbers: we take the firm view that where there
are Irish people in difficulty abroad, we have a
duty to offer support and assistance, regardless of
the number.

The majority of the undocumented Irish have
lived in the US for many years. Like generations
of previous Irish emigrants, they work hard, raise
families and make an important contribution to
the economic and social life of their communities.
Yet, they live in the shadows of society and fear
and uncertainty are their constant companions.
Most also suffer greatly from the pain of not
being able to travel to Ireland without being
denied re-entry to the United States. As a result,
they are forced to miss the funerals, weddings and
other significant events in the lives of loved ones
back in Ireland. This in turn imposes a consider-
able burden on their families here, often includ-
ing elderly parents.

A few in this country would pass harsh
judgment on this community. They argue that the
undocumented do not deserve our support and
sympathy and that they should simply return to
Ireland. Such analysis is callous and shallow.
Many of the undocumented Irish moved to the
US at a time when Ireland’s economy was not
so successful and when US border security and
enforcement was not as high a priority as it is now
in this post 9 /11 world. They began to work, to
settle down and to raise families. While they
remain fiercely proud of the land of their birth,
most now regard America as their home. The
undocumented Irish also help to keep long-stand-
ing Irish communities in parts of New York,
Boston and San Francisco vibrant and successful.
Without their presence, the sense of Irishness in
these places will begin to fade.

The Government has been steadfast in its com-
mitment to these people. The Taoiseach, the
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Minister for Foreign Affairs and other Ministers,
have used every possible opportunity to advocate
on their behalf. In his meetings with President
Bush, the Taoiseach has stressed the importance
of this issue to the Government and made it a
central theme of his St. Patrick’s week Wash-
ington visits. The Minister for Foreign Affairs has
made the plight of the undocumented one of his
key priorities and has visited the United States
almost 20 times during the past three years to
lobby for reform.

Ultimately, of course, we cannot dictate US
legislation. However, the Government is deter-
mined to continue to use all its influence to
ensure that the undocumented can live in the US
free from fear. At the same time, we are deeply
aware that immigration is a sensitive and divisive
issue in the US. Post the events of 11 September
2001, governments have an absolute obligation to
protect and preserve the integrity and security of
their borders.

The presence in the US of 11 million undocu-
mented persons presents enormous social, econ-
omic and security challenges. Intense political
debate has raged for many years on how to deal
with the consequences of this reality. There are
those in America who feel strongly that any legis-
lation which seeks to legalise the undocumented
is tantamount to rewarding law-breaking and will
only encourage a further influx of illegal immi-
grants. Others maintain that these 11 million
people are doing jobs that American workers are
not prepared to do and that it would be neither
logistically possible nor morally correct to deport
so many people.

Regardless of their position on the issue, the
vast majority of Americans and their politicians
agree that the US immigration system is broken
and needs remedy. The Government strongly
supported the comprehensive and bipartisan sol-
ution proposed by Senators Edward Kennedy of
Massachusetts and John McCain of Arizona.
Their legislation, if enacted, would have enabled
the vast majority of the undocumented, including
our citizens, to regularise their status, travel
freely to and from the US and, ultimately, secure
a path to permanent residence. It would also have
provided extensive opportunities for new immi-
grants to work in the country. This broad
approach was strongly supported by President
Bush.

Various versions of this legislation were con-
sidered in Congress over the past two years. One
such version passed the US Senate in 2006, but
did not achieve sufficient support in the House of
Representatives and could not, therefore, become
law. Further efforts earlier this year by the US
Senate to pass similar legislation ended in failure.
It is now widely accepted that no further serious
effort will be made to pass comprehensive reform
until after the 2008 US presidential election.

During the past two years, we worked closely
with Senators Kennedy and McCain and the Bush
Administration to advance their comprehensive
approach to immigration reform. We strongly
believe that their legislation represented the best
opportunity to resolve the situation facing the
undocumented Irish.

The Government was deeply disappointed by
this failure to make progress; it represented a
serious setback. I place on record the Govern-
ment’s deep appreciation to Senators Kennedy
and McCain and Ireland’s many friends in Con-
gress for their leadership on this issue and for
their support of the Irish community. The
Government has consistently made clear that if
efforts to pass comprehensive reform legislation
were unsuccessful, we would explore all possible
alternative options. These options include a bilat-
eral solution.

Last month the Minister for Foreign Affairs
travelled to Washington for an extensive round
of discussions with key players involved in immi-
gration. During the visit, he explored the possi-
bility of a bilateral approach in meetings with
Secretary of State, CondoleezzaRice, Secretary
for Homeland Security, Michael Chertoff,
Senator Edward Kennedy, Senator Charles
Schumer, Senator Patrick Leahy, Senator Lindsey
Graham and the Friends of Ireland Group in the
House of Representatives. There remains a
strong sense in Washington that immigration
reform will remain a highly divisive and difficult
issue for the foreseeable future. While US politi-
cal leaders fully acknowledge that the number of
undocumented Irish is extremely small in the
overall context, there is a reluctance to single out
one particular group of undocumented for prefer-
ential treatment.

However, some important progress was made
during the Minister’s visit and our ambassador in
Washington has been asked to take forward a
number of bilateral possibilities in his contacts
with the US Administration and Congress. These
include possible reciprocal initiatives for young
people; long-term non-immigrant opportunities
for Irish people interested in working on a non-
immigrant basis in the US and for Americans
interested in employment here; and, most
important, solutions for the situation facing the
undocumented.

Deputies will appreciate that the details of
these proposals and discussions will have a better
prospect of success if taken forward in private.
The Minister will of course keep the House
informed of any progress made.

There is no doubt that improved immigration
arrangements between Ireland and the United
States would more accurately reflect and further
enhance the dynamic nature of our modern
relationship. New arrangements would provide
much needed opportunities for future flows of
migration between our countries and would help
prevent the emergence of future generations of
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undocumented Irish. In a very real way, it would
also help to foster a culture of compliance with
current immigration laws.

The traffic would certainly not be all one way.
A FÁS jobs event in New York in 2006 attracted
thousands of young Americans keen to explore
the possibility of working and travelling in
Ireland. Achieving bilateral immigration arrange-
ments between the two countries is not an easy
task. US immigration law is extremely complex
and attempts to amend it in favour of one part-
icular group are politically very sensitive. No
matter how well disposed US politicians are
towards Ireland, passing immigration legislation
in Congress is highly fraught and watched very
closely by other immigrants groups. However, the
Government will make every effort to succeed.
Some Members of this House make frequent ref-
erence to the current visa arrangements between
the US and Australia which permit Australian
citizens with certain qualifications to work in the
US. It is suggested that a similar arrangement
should be made available to Irish citizens. I
remind Deputies that this visa scheme is not
available to undocumented Australian citizens
and would do nothing to alleviate the suffering of
our undocumented community if passed for all
Irish citizens. When commenting on this sensitive
issue, it is vital that we do not raise false expec-
tations among the undocumented and their
families.

It is important during this debate that we pay a
special tribute to those undocumented who have
campaigned so hard and effectively for reform.
They have not sat back and bemoaned their fate.
They have not waited for a leg up or a hand out.
They have remained positive and hopeful.
Despite the risks, they decided to mobilise, to
come out of the shadows and make their voice
heard.

In December 2005, the Irish Lobby for Immi-
gration Reform was formed in New York and was
quickly embraced by the undocumented as an
effective tool for change. With tremendous
energy and determination, they raised awareness
of their plight by organising rallies throughout the
US. In March 2006, thousands of undocumented
Irish climbed into buses in New York, Boston,
Philadelphia and elsewhere. After travelling
through the night, they arrived in Washington
DC. Wearing t-shirts bearing the slogan “Legalise
the Irish”. The undocumented made a powerful
and lasting impression on Capitol Hill. This
remarkable act of lobbying earned the attention
and respect of many of the most powerful politi-
cal figures in America. So effective was the cam-
paign, that the t-shirts became one of the most
sought after items in Congress.

By organising all over the US, by travelling to
Washington and by making their case with sensi-
tivity and respect, these remarkable people
changed the nature of the debate. Some key pol-
itical figures in the US Congress maintain that

lobbying by the Government and the Irish com-
munity was directly responsible for bringing Con-
gress closer to enacting comprehensive reform
than it had been for many years. The Govern-
ment has been proud to work closely with the
Irish Lobby for Immigration Reform, including
during the visit of the Minister, Deputy Dermot
Ahern, to New York and Washington last month,
and has contributed more than $185,000 to the
organisation.

Of course, the undocumented feel frustrated
that despite all our collective efforts, the ultimate
prize of legalisation remains elusive. This com-
munity is no longer alone. It has found renewed
hope and pride from within; its voice and con-
cerns have been heard clearly in Ireland and
America; it has formed an important and lasting
bond with this Government and, working
together, we have brought forward the day when
its sought after prize of reform will be achieved.

Deputy Eamon Scanlon: Like other Deputies I
am delighted to have an opportunity to contrib-
ute to this debate because there is no doubt this
issue affects every county, city, town and village
right across the whole country. Deputies are
aware that immigration reform is one of the most
contentious and high profile political issues in the
US. There are strong views on both sides of the
argument not only in Congress and state legis-
latures but also in business, the trade union
movement and US society in general.

On 17 May a bipartisan coalition of US
Senators, including Senator Kennedy, reached
what was characterised as a grand compromise on
comprehensive immigration reform. However,
regrettably it did not prove possible to move the
Bill to a final vote on that occasion. Subsequently
President Bush went to the Congress on 12 June
to meet the Republican senators. Following that
meeting he announced his support for a $4.4
billion initiative to strengthen border security.
The Democratic leader in the Senate and his
Republican counterpart then announced that the
reform Bill would be brought back to the Senate
floor. On 26 June the Senate voted to proceed
with a debate on the Bill. We welcomed this as
an encouraging advance. However, securing the
necessary bipartisan consensus to deliver on this
complex and diverse matter always constituted a
considerable challenge. Unfortunately, as we now
know, the compromise Bill failed to attract
sufficient support.

8 o’clock

This was a major disappointment and a setback
for the thousands of undocumented Irish people
in the United States and their families in Ireland.

Given the present difficult and div-
ided environment in Congress on
immigration, it is now widely con-

sidered that such comprehensive legislation is
unlikely to return to Congress in a meaningful
way in advance of the next US presidential and
congressional elections. In the aftermath of this
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disappointment, the Minister, Deputy Dermot
Ahern, made clear his determination to actively
review the situation and explore possible alterna-
tive options, including bilateral arrangements.

In the months since the collapse of the compre-
hensive reform Bill the Department of Foreign
Affairs and the embassy in Washington have
been engaged in a wide range of consultations
with congressional, administration and Irish com-
munity figures to assess how best to proceed. The
Minister recently visited the United States to dis-
cuss the situation with senior members of the
Administration and some of the key players in
Congress. In this regard among those with whom
he had meetings were the Secretary of State,
Condoleezza Rice, the Under Secretary for
Democracy and Global Affairs, Paula Dobrian-
sky, and Senators Edward Kennedy, Charles
Schumer, Patrick Leahy and Lindsey Graham as
well as the House of Representatives Friends of
Ireland group. While they all emphasised the
present difficult environment for making progress
on immigration reform in Congress, they were
very willing to work with us to explore further
possible ways to resolve the position of our
undocumented citizens. This work is being pur-
sued by the ambassador and his staff in Wash-
ington and will be reviewed by the Minister on
an ongoing basis.

The Minister had a detailed discussion on the
matter with the Secretary of Homeland Security,
Michael Chertoff, and he had a meeting with
members of our undocumented community in
New York. Unfortunately Senator Kennedy has
been ill and the meeting between the two
Senators has yet to take place. While our embassy
in Washington is in close contact with both
offices, it reports it is too early to ascertain
whether the proposal will gain traction.

Our sustained political contacts have been
further strengthened by the mobilisation of the
Irish community behind the Irish Lobby for
Immigration Reform, a highly effective group
which we are pleased to support, including finan-
cially. Senator Chuck Schumer of New York told
Niall O’Dowd a number of weeks ago that he
might be prepared to support legislation that
would set aside several thousand working visas
each year for Irish citizens, including the undocu-
mented. He suggested the scheme also be made
available to citizens of one or two Hispanic coun-
tries to avoid accusations that it was a deal for
white Europeans only. Senator Schumer agreed
to discuss the proposal with Senator Kennedy
before deciding how best to proceed.

Since 11 September 2001, there has been a dra-
matic change in the security climate in the US.
Tighter border security measures, being unable to
travel home for fear of being refused re-entry and
difficulties in obtaining licences all serve to
increase the pressure on undocumented Irish who
are effectively living in a kind of twilight zone.

We do not want our people marginalised further.
Together with their families here at home they
are increasingly feeling the strain. Emigration
always had a central place in the Irish experience
and as a result we are so far removed from our
past that we are willing to turn a blind eye to our
young ones and emigrants who now find them-
selves in unfortunate and difficult circumstances.
We have established a dedicated unit in the
Department of Foreign Affairs focused entirely
on matters related to the Irish abroad. It is help-
ing to drive progress on this range of issues. A
further reflection of the Government’s commit-
ment is clear from the substantially increased
funding to groups supporting our vulnerable com-
munity abroad. Funding is now more than eight
times greater than it was in 1997.

I wish to comment on what Deputy Breen said
about President John F. Kennedy. If the same
laws were in place when his ancestors moved to
America many years ago as exist now he would
never have become President of the United
States and his brother would not be a Senator.

An Ceann Comhairle: And we would not be
confusing George Bernard Shaw’s quotations.

Deputy Timmy Dooley: I welcome the oppor-
tunity to discuss this extremely important issue.
It is an issue that can regularly be forgotten in
today’s economic climate. As there is such a
change in economic circumstances, people are no
longer forced to leave the country to find gainful
employment, to rear a family and to have an out-
look on life to allow them to live out their lives
with dignity. We need to lobby extensively to
ensure the problem is resolved once and for all.
It is critical to remember not just those who were
forced to travel to the United States, but also
their families who are separated from them in
such a painful way. As many of us are starting to
plan for Christmas, many families here will not
be able to see their loved ones as a result of the
situation that prevails in the United States.

I welcome the fact that this is an agreed
motion. No party, politician or individual has a
monopoly on good ideas or on the process to
resolve this issue. There has been a very good
bipartisan approach to the lobbying that has
taken place. I am delighted that it will continue
in this session. While there are difficulties in the
United States, it is primarily a problem that the
Oireachtas through the Minister and the
Taoiseach will need to continue to pursue with
the legislature in the United States to ensure res-
olution of the situation once and for all.

There is a particular genesis to tonight’s motion
and its bilateral approach. In his speech the Mini-
ster of State clearly identified that following the
Australian model does not guarantee that the
undocumented problem will be solved, as the
Australian model does not account for the
undocumented Irish. Anything we do now should
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reflect clearly on those affected rather than on
those who might wish to travel to the United
States in the future. It is important to reach a
comprehensive agreement or deal that caters for
the people currently affected and their families.
We need to be careful not to create a false sense
of hope by giving priority to this bilateral
approach. The effect of our support for this
element should not give false hope to the people
directly affected on the ground in the United
States or their families here at home. We must
strive to resolve the problem in the most compre-
hensive way possible.

I compliment the efforts of many people
directly involved in this House and in the US
Congress. I also compliment the many people
who have been involved in lobbying in Ireland
and the United States. There are many small
groupings of people directly affected. The parents
and siblings of the undocumented in the United
States have sought to encourage debate here and
have made efforts to lobby us all. There are many
people from my constituency in County Clare
who are directly affected by the issue. While it is
a problem across the country it is particularly so
in the west. The pain these people continue to
suffer spurs us all on to find a resolution. I also
recognise the efforts of the Irish Lobby for Immi-
gration Reform, in particular Niall O’Dowd,
Grant Lally and Jeff Cleary. Those three people
have been in this country on many occasions and
have met various political groupings and other
people who have an interest and are involved.
They keep in regular contact with the Minister
for Foreign Affairs as the Minister with direct
responsibility in this regard. They continue to
work with their own politicians in the United
States. Both Grant Lally and Jeff Cleary are
Irish-American. They could quickly put their
hands in their pockets and walk away from this.
They have other activities in which to be engaged
but they are committed to their efforts.

It is disappointing that this problem has per-
sisted for so long but I hope a comprehensive sol-
ution will be found. Given that 11 million immi-
grants are undocumented in the US of who
between 25,000 and 50,000 are Irish, the Irish
element is very small. For that reason, the US
Administration should demonstrate goodwill to
find a resolution to this problem. The undocu-
mented Irish are by their nature hard working
and they have contributed to the society in which
they live and which they have helped to create. It
is only right that a comprehensive approach be
taken to this issue. Comprehensive immigration
reform legislation is needed to ensure these
people will have a right to reside in the country
they have helped build.

Deputy Michael D. Higgins: I wish to share
time with Deputy Ferris.

I welcome the opportunity to contribute again
on this subject. When we last discussed it in

October 2005, I believed there was cross party
support for a motion that could be presented as
the view of the Oireachtas at the time when there
seemed to be the prospect of the McCain-
Kennedy Bill having success. I was also pleased
to travel as part of a delegation of the Joint Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs to lobby Senators in
support of the emerging legislation, complex
though it was. I am pleased to support a motion
on an all-party basis on behalf of the Labour
Party. I am not party to the text of the Fine Gael
motion or the Government adaptation of it but I
am happy to contribute to something that can be
issued as a statement on behalf of all Members. I
hope my sharing of time will enable another party
to indicate its support.

It is very important that we bear in mind con-
tinually the pain of those families who are div-
ided. When I spoke in October 2005, I referred to
the experience of emigration. Between 1955 and
1960, 250,000 people left Ireland, mostly bound
for England, and, in one year, 58,000 emigrated.
The major difference in US emigration, which
began in the 1980s in its present volumes, was it
was circulatory migration. Those who leave
Ireland today have the prospect, because of many
different circumstances, of returning to their
families. The most painful aspect for families is
that those who emigrate are cut off by the
illegality of their presence in the US. The
Government and its representatives must follow
all the available paths. The motion suggests that
a bilateral strategy be used in the short term. I
support advantage being taken of the forth-
coming Belfast meeting, as it would be silly not
to do so. When the Kennedy-McCain proposals
failed due to complex factors, magnificent rallies
were held. I too pay tribute to Niall O’Dowd,
Ciaran Staunton and others who organised cam-
paigns that went on past that point.

It is important that we retain our emphasis on a
comprehensive solution because dealing with new
entrants into the US would not be sufficient.
Some people have been out of status since the
1980s with all the perils that brings. I will not
repeat all that has been said but it includes health
risks, risks of not being protected under labour
law and people cannot join their families for
funerals and so on. It also does not include pro-
tection against one’s own. Some of the cases have
involved Irish people exploiting out of status
Irish people.

As we approach the Belfast meeting, it will be
possible to make gains on a reciprocal basis. It is
important that the House accepts that we do not
have to make an either-or choice. By deciding to
make the best use of a reciprocal atmosphere in
preparation for the Belfast meeting, one does not
have to say it is being done at the cost of another
strategy. The strategy should be flexible and
multidimensional and that includes bearing in
mind the complexity of the relationship between,
for example, the proposals from Senator Schu-
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mer’s office and those of Senator Kennedy. It is
possible to take advantage of Senator Schumer’s
proposals and, at the same time, maintain the best
possible relationship with Senator Kennedy, one
of the most long-standing friends of Ireland. That
would not be an either-or solution.

In approaching the issue of the 11 million
undocumented immigrants, I do not agree with
those who suggest a special case should be pur-
sued. Advantage should be taken of the recipro-
cal opportunities available but it is important to
bear in mind the 11 million out of status immi-
grants in the US have contributed to the economy
and paid taxes and their labour has been used. It
is a matter of right that they would be recognised.
I refer to the atmosphere during the transition of
the legislation from the US Senate to the House
of Representatives. The view of several members
of the House of Representatives was that they
would take the labour of the 11 million without
according rights to them. I do not support any
departure from condemnation of that view. It is
wrong to have any person whose labour has been
used abused in any way.

When this issue is resolved, I look forward in
the short term to all-party agreement on a resol-
ution in the House that would recognise the rights
of workers, wherever they are, including those
who have come here and whom we have kept for
three or four years in hostel accommodation in
receipt of \19 a week from the State while refus-
ing them the right to work, and those, for
example, who are sheltering in the shadows of the
economy and who have said they want to partici-
pate fully in our society. I am not impressed by
the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law
Reform who said implementing arrangements
similar to those in Holland or Spain would send
the right message. We have a difficulty whereby
if we behave totally inconsistently and send the
wrong message from the Oireachtas regarding the
rights of workers, it will damage our moral posi-
tion abroad.

I will not dwell on this because I want a consen-
sus in favour of those who are out of status in the
US but I would be entirely inconsistent if I did
not say it. Of the 11 million out of status people
in the America, approximately 25,000 are Irish
when one takes the figure presented by immi-
gration drop in centres and adjusting it down-
wards. When I last contributed on this issue in
October 2005, the prospect of dealing with it
through a lottery system was ridiculous. Ireland
would have had 290 successes out of 9.5 million
applicants. Something needs to be done. Oppor-
tunities exist in limited circumstances for Ireland
to take advantage of what is on offer through a
negotiation on Senator Schumer’s proposals. It is
very important that we continue our efforts. We
need assurance in reply to this debate. What is
being asked for is an approach that is flexible and
will include and be able to take advantage of

every initiative, regardless of where it originates.
It is worth recalling something else as regards
those great marches that took place after events
in October and November 2005. What is
important is the pressure on the House of Rep-
resentatives. We have to think of a way of dis-
lodging the narrow opinion that suggests people
from outside the boundary of the United States
can arrive, work, contribute, pay taxes, form busi-
nesses and so forth but be required to live in the
shadows without rights. It is important we recog-
nise there is pressure to be put on the House of
Representatives, that there are decent people in
the United State who are neither Irish nor Irish-
American but who support the point I am mak-
ing. That means there must be a multifaceted
effort that is able to handle different oppor-
tunities within the Senate, but also one that can
turn into a practical campaigning issue which will
put pressure on the House of Representatives
and be effective not alone on behalf of our own
Irish, but also others.

I hope we will be successful but we should not
wait for that moment before beginning to operate
with some consistency here at home and remove
the blotch in all our names as regards the way we
treat people who have come to this country and
who are capable of working and making a con-
tribution.

Deputy Martin Ferris: I thank the Labour Party
for the time allocated to me tonight and I com-
mend the motion tabled by Fine Gael.

Emigration has been a feature of Irish life for
generations. Very few Irish families have not
been affected by emigration, with estimates indi-
cating that more than 1.2 million people born in
Ireland are living abroad. As the motion points
out, there are thousands of Irish emigrants at
present in the United States who have no legal
status there. It is estimated that somewhere in the
region of 50,000 Irish people in the US do not
have legal status. That amounts to one third of all
Irish-born persons living there. I do not believe
there is a Deputy in the House who does not
know someone who is affected by being undocu-
mented in the US. While being undocumented
may not, at first, be an issue, especially if a person
only intends to stay for a short period, once roots
are set down then he or she will run into enor-
mous difficulties. This may relate to anything
from a driving licence to getting married and hav-
ing children. How many Irish go to America dur-
ing the summer holidays? Young lads, in part-
icular, go there to play football and stay. All
those lads are at present undocumented. As a
result, many people enter a twilight zone.
Although they may be hard working and law
abiding, in every other respect they are forced to
live their lives as outlaws.

Families have been affected, where members
living and settled in the United States have been
unable to return to Ireland at times of serious
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family difficulty. The emigrants face the dilemma
of damaging either the original family in Ireland
or the new one in the US. Often two people with-
out legal status are in a relationship which exacer-
bates the problem. For many years it appeared
that the American authorities were prepared to
be fairly lax in their approach to Irish immigrants.
Often people were not only working, but paying
tax. Of late, however, there have been several
arrests. Some within Irish communities believe
there is a deliberate campaign to target Irish
immigrants and this has led to a good deal of fear.

Irish groups have also noted that while the
numbers of young Irish arriving in the United
States has fallen over the past decade and more,
of late there have been signs that this trend is
changing. This is possibly due to the less favour-
able economic climate in Ireland now compared
to previous years. It is ironic that many of those
leaving are taking up traditional work in con-
struction and the bar trade that are increasingly
being filled in this country by immigrants, many
of who are exploited and forced to work for less
than what Irish people consider to be a viable
wage. All of us have experienced the displace-
ment of Irish labour as a consequence, both
internally in Ireland and as regards those forced
to emigrate. Despite the numbers involved, there
appears to be no sense of urgency on the issue
from the Government.

Senator Schumer has come up with proposals
on the issue that are supported by Irish groups in
the US — which the Irish Government needs to
be seen to support. I stress the Government
needs to be seen to be actively behind this initiat-
ive. Unfortunately, some Irish in the US believe
the Government here has been less than aggress-
ive in pushing for this and has not put the neces-
sary pressure on Capitol Hill. That contrasts with
the attitude of the Australian Prime Minister
John Howard, who came to Washington to lobby
on behalf of his citizens in the same position. On
today’s news I picked up the fact that this initiat-
ive has been successful. He went to Washington
and lobbied hard on their behalf, with some suc-
cess. That contrasts to the Government here
which has not been forcefully exercising its pre-
rogative in this regard.

The Government needs to ensure this becomes
a priority and that the status of Irish people in
the United States is secured. That can be linked
to positive developments in the peace process
here and the enormous fund of goodwill that
exists towards Irish people in the US because of
the significant contribution they have made to
their adopted country, in every sphere. That is
only part of the issue, however. The Government,
by lobbying the US Administration to recognise
the status of undocumented Irish immigrants, in
a hypocritical fashion is still not addressing the
issues in this State as regards the status of Irish
citizens and their descendants who want to return

to their homeland. That is despite the fact that
Article 2 of the Constitution states:

...the Irish nation cherishes a special affinity
with people of Irish ancestry living abroad who
share its cultural identity and heritage.

Those who emigrated and their family members
are being treated very shabbily when they want
to return. The issue of returning emigrants being
refused benefits under the habitual residency
condition and the refusal to allow American
spouses of Irish citizens the right to work and
residency are creating severe hardship. There is
even evidence that returning Irish are leaving this
State in disgust at the treatment they and their
families are receiving. Between May 2004 and
April 2006, some 880 Irish people were refused
social welfare payments because they did not
meet the habitual residency condition. I have
experienced many times the situation where
returning emigrants have applied for planning
permission on their family lands and been refused
because they had not been resident here for a
specified period of time. That is another form of
discrimination which needs to be looked at and
addressed.

The proposal to establish a new system govern-
ing visas between this country and the US is to
be welcomed. Hopefully, this initiative will not
only go a long way towards solving the dilemma
faced by Irish people in the US, but also make it
easier for US citizens to live and work in Ireland.
This type of reciprocal action shows a measure of
goodwill and is welcomed by the many
Americans living in Ireland, many of whom have
faced hardship because of the long waiting
periods of residency and naturalisation.

The irony of all this is the refusal by the
Government, while demanding regularisation and
status for undocumented Irish, to consider a
similar amnesty for undocumented migrants in
Ireland. The Minister of State with responsibility
for integration, Deputy Conor Lenihan, reiter-
ated that position in his recent speech in the US:
“You won’t be seeing an amnesty in the near
future. I believe it would possibly send the wrong
signal.” Does he not see the contradiction and
hypocrisy in what he is saying? Does he not
understand the message he is sending out in the
United States as regards what he is prepared to
do here and he expects the US to do in return?

It is about time the Government in Ireland
stopped talking out of both sides of its mouth. If
we are asking that Irish citizens be treated with
respect in other states, which is only right and
proper, then we must be prepared to treat immi-
grants with the same respect in this State and
offer them parity of esteem.

On the question of families in limbo, national
radio reported the case of a sister and brother
living in New York who could not return home
to Listowel for the funeral of one of their bro-
thers who died tragically. The mother of the
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deceased was therefore unable to seek comfort
from them. Such circumstances arise in many
counties and not just in Kerry.

We need to mobilise all Irish Americans, of
whom I am told there are up to 50 million, includ-
ing people of influence, to work in conjunction
with the Government to exert pressure and use
their collective influence on the relevant auth-
orities to resolve this problem. The onus is on the
Government, in particular, to show leadership,
grasp the nettle and make progress. I urge it to
do so.

Debate adjourned.

Adjournment Debate.

————

Pharmacy Fees.

Deputy Chris Andrews: I am delighted with the
opportunity to speak on this issue, which is
important not only to society but also to the
health system. A delicate situation has arisen
involving the Health Service Executive and the
Irish Pharmaceutical Union, IPU. On 14 October,
up to 140 pharmacists withdrew methadone
services from approximately 3,000 patients as a
protest against the changes due to come into
force on 1 December 2007. A pharmacy is cur-
rently paid the cost price of the drugs under the
general medical card scheme in addition to a fee
of \3.26. There is no mark-up on the cost of these
medicines and all the costs of operating the phar-
macies’ GMS medications are paid for from the
\3.26. It has been said the pharmacists receive
fees of up to \18 on occasion, as indicated
recently by the Minister, but three out of every
four chemists to whom I have spoken claim they
never received this payment. One chemist indi-
cated today that he has been in business for 15
years but has never received it.

In practice, the GMS scheme is loss making for
the pharmacy but is cross-subsidised by other
products. From 1 December, the HSE intends to
pay pharmacies 8% less than the cost price of the
medicines. Pharmacists have described this as a
breach of their contract with the HSE. Drugs pay-
ment scheme customers will also be affected
because the HSE said it no longer intends to pay
pharmacies based on the cost price of medicine.

The pharmacists have been more than willing
to negotiate, they have come to the table with a
very open mind and are willing to discuss virtually
any issue with the HSE. In February 2007, the
Minister for Health and Children and the chief
executive of the HSE both indicated the need for
an independent process for the setting of phar-
macy fees. Discussions were held under the inde-
pendent chairmanship of Mr. Bill Shipsey but he
has since suspended his efforts to find a resol-

ution. We are thus in limbo and will end up with
two unhappy parties and a crisis on 1 December.

I understand Mr. Shipsey met the IPU and
HSE representatives last Wednesday but nothing
has happened since. It appears to me, having
spoken to pharmacists around the country, that
the process is really only a smokescreen and that
the HSE will continue to force through its pro-
posals without any really meaningful talks. The
HSE has argued that the IPU, as a collection of
business undertakings, is precluded under the
Competition Act 2002 from negotiating fee-
related matters with the HSE. It is not in a posi-
tion to negotiate directly with the IPU. I accept
that the HSE has difficulties but do not accept
the complete lack of flexibility regarding its
unwillingness to discuss the issue with local phar-
macists. It will not engage with the pharmacists
as a group or as individuals and this is very unfair.

Pharmacists provide a vital service to the com-
munity and work long hours. In many ways, they
represent the last bastion of local retail outlets
and are genuinely local. More often than not,
they are involved in the local community and
provide what the old corner shops used to
provide some years ago, namely, a means of inter-
action with members of the community. Pharmac-
ies are now part of the social infrastructure and
provide medicine to GMS scheme patients and
those who are eligible under the drugs payment
scheme. They provide this service on behalf of
the HSE and this should be recognised rather
than punished.

It is simply not realistic to demand that phar-
macists dispense medicine at a loss. In many
cases, they are small businesses with high over-
heads and must compete with new entrants to the
market. A pharmacy with a high GMS turnover
will be particularly affected if the proposed
change comes about. Pharmacies should be sup-
ported and, in order to increase competition,
pressure should be put on the wholesalers rather
than the retailers. The HSE has not been able to
negotiate sufficiently good terms with the whole-
salers but the retailers and customers should not
suffer as a consequence.

The HSE has not carried out an economic
assessment of its proposals on the retail sector or
heeded the recommendations of the Indecon
report, which recommended consultation and dia-
logue. Why has the report not been published? I
ask that this be done as soon as possible. It is not
enough to hide behind the Competition Act 2002
and it is imperative that the HSE and IPU, on
behalf of small pharmacists and those with a high
GMS turnover, find a way to reach a mutually
beneficial conclusion that avoids further action
and does not put patients in further danger.

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Máire Hoctor): I thank
Deputy Chris Andrews for raising this matter. I
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am responding on behalf of the Minister for
Health and Children, Deputy Harney.

The changes to the wholesaler arrangements
for the supply of drugs and medicines to com-
munity pharmacists for dispensing under the rel-
evant schemes, as announced by the Health
Service Executive, were informed by a compre-
hensive consultation process. On foot of this, it
became clear that the HSE could not negotiate
with pharmacists or wholesalers for legal reasons.
Under section 4 of the Competition Act 2002, the
Pharmaceutical Distributors Federation, PDF,
representing wholesalers, and the Irish Pharma-
ceutical Union, IPU, representing pharmacists,
may not negotiate fees, prices or margins collec-
tively on behalf of their members since both
bodies constitute undertakings under the Act.
Accordingly, it is not possible for the State to
negotiate with the PDF or IPU on fees or margins
as such negotiation would place these bodies at
risk of prosecution. The Minister for Health and
Children has already outlined in detail how the
legal issues evolved in recent replies to several
Deputies and in her remarks in the Seanad.

Following the completion of public consul-
tation by a HSE-led negotiating team, and
informed by independent economic analysis
carried out by Indecon Economic Consultants,
new reimbursement arrangements were
announced by the HSE on 17 September 2007.
The new price arrangements involve revised rates
for community and hospital supply. On com-
munity supply, the reimbursement of the cost of
drugs and medicines to pharmacy contractors is
to be reduced from the ex-factory price plus
17.66% for wholesale supply — this is the pre-
vious mark-up — to the ex-factory price plus 8%
from 1 January 2008 and 7% from 1 January
2009. On hospital supply, there is to be a new
interim mark-up of 5% for wholesale supply from
1 January 2008, with further discounts for
efficient ordering and supply in that sector.

In its examination of the issues involved and in
determining the new arrangements, the negotiat-
ing team considered a re-imbursement level that
reflects the market value of pharmaceutical
wholesale services and security and continuity of
supply at current levels to patients. The evidence
on which the decision is based, following examin-
ation of the issues, direct consultation and inde-
pendent economic analysis, all indicates that the
State is currently paying a premium for the
services in question. It is possible and necessary
for revised arrangements to be put in place with-
out a substantial impact on the delivery of such
services.

I also point out that pharmacists’ arrangements
with wholesalers for the supply of drugs and
medicines is a private commercial arrangement
and that the HSE’s role is confined to setting the
most appropriate re-imbursement rates for com-
munity pharmacies. The basis for the new re-

imbursement arrangements was set out in detail
by the CEO of the HSE on 17 September 2007.

To address concerns expressed by the IPU on
behalf of community pharmacists about the impli-
cations of the legal advice on competition law on
their right to negotiate fees through the union, a
process of dialogue was established chaired by
Bill Shipsey, SC, to explore ways in which these
concerns could be addressed, having regard to the
legal position. Following a recent suspension of
the process due to the withdrawal of methadone
dispensing by certain pharmacists, there is
renewed engagement between the IPU and the
HSE under the auspices of Mr. Shipsey.

The Department of Health and Children and
the HSE continue to recognise the IPU as the
representative body for its members. There is,
and will continue to be, ongoing dialogue with the
IPU, in compliance with competition legislation,
and the HSE will consider all available options
for advancing the process for the review of the
pharmaceutical supply chain. The next stage of
this process will involve separation of the price
of drugs and medicines dispensed in community
pharmacies from re-imbursement for professional
services through the introduction of a flat fee
arrangement across all the GMS and community
drugs schemes. The HSE aims to ensure that such
an arrangement will be a fair and transparent
reflection of the service provided and will be
arrived at following further consultation with all
stakeholders. I also point out that the service pro-
vided by community pharmacists is highly valued
by the Government and I hope that it will be pos-
sible for pharmacists and the HSE to continue to
engage in matters of mutual concern in a positive
and forward looking manner.

Hospitals Building Programme.

Deputy Seán Barrett: I thank the Ceann Comh-
airle for affording me the opportunity to raise this
important matter. It was with deep regret that I
learned of the content of a recent planning brief
drawn up on behalf of the management and
board of St. Michael’s Hospital in Dún
Laoghaire. This hospital has been part of the fab-
ric of the greater Dún Laoghaire area for many
years and has provided, and continues to provide,
a wonderful service for thousands of people,
including myself, over that period.

It appears that this report was carried out as a
result of a recent inquest being told that there
had been instances in St. Michael’s of a virulent
new strain of a hospital-acquired bug which is
fatal in one in 12 cases. I will outline some of the
disturbing facts stated in this report. The hospital
building is at the end of its useful life. The
operating theatres, their direct support and the
day ward are functionally, spatially and techni-
cally obsolete. They offer patients and staff an
inappropriate environment for the delivery of
contemporary elective surgery and other investi-
gations and treatments. The physical layout is
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inefficient. Existing space is grossly inadequate
and environmental control systems are either
absent, inadequately provided or obsolete.

A recent decontamination review observed
that processing facilities incorporate no physical
barrier between areas in which soiled instruments
are received and washed and those in which clean
and sterilised material are handled. There is no
clear system to dispose of contaminated material.
The scrub area attached to the main theatre can
only be approached through the theatre or via a
staff rest room. Room surfaces are finished in
materials now considered inappropriate. The
second floor day ward is not directly adjacent to
either operating theatre which creates difficulties
because of a lack of a bed lift. These are only
some of the items specified in this recent report.

I am aware that the management and board
have plans to upgrade this very important facility,
which carries out just under 6,000 mainly routine
surgical procedures annually. They plan to
expand on the services currently offered, includ-
ing an increase in the capacity of the day ward so
that day cases can account for 70% of all surgery
instead of the current 50%. This target is consist-
ent with trends in Ireland and health systems in
most advanced countries.

In light of the disturbing facts contained in this
report, I am looking for a commitment that the
Minister for Health and Children and the HSE
will provide the financial support to allow the
management of this hospital to proceed immedi-
ately with the upgrading and construction works.
Unfortunately, the Minister is not here. It is not
acceptable that these necessary works are put on
the long finger and that we will have to wait a
number of years before this hospital is restored
to its rightful place as one of the leaders in the
provision of first-class medical services.

The Acting Chairman and I have been
Members of this House for a long time.
Important issues are raised on the Adjournment.
I wish to put a protest on record. I have nothing
against the Minister for State, who is not respon-
sible for the Department of Health and Children,
but the preceding speaker also raised a very
important matter in the health area when no
Minister from the Department of Health and
Children was present.

Deputy Máire Hoctor: I am here.

Deputy Seán Barrett: In terms of the items that
are being raised, I do not blame the Minister of
State for having to take this Adjournment debate
but, as I said to my colleague, Deputy Ring, this
is becoming a bit of a joke. One wishes to raise
serious matters and, in my constituency, this is a
very serious problem. As I said at the outset, this
hospital is an essential part of the fabric of the
greater Dún Laoghaire area and complements
the very worthwhile services provided at St.
Vincent’s Hospital. As I also stated, over 6,000
operations are carried out in St. Michael’s each

year. The fact that it is increasingly moving
towards day ward services is an essential part of
the infrastructure in our health service.

If anything happens to this hospital, it will be a
very serious matter in respect of the proper
advancement of St. Vincent’s as one of the key
centres of excellence for the Dublin area so I
appeal through the Minister of State. The funds
are necessary. I understand that the board is in a
position to go to tender in the very near future.
There is talk about work commencing in October
but given the current mess in the finances of this
country, I am afraid that this matter will be put
on the long finger. Having listed some of the
matters contained in the report, everybody would
agree that, in the interests of patient care and to
prevent further illnesses arising from the lack of
facilities, it is vitally important that this matter is
dealt with urgently.

Deputy Máire Hoctor: I will be taking the
Adjournment on behalf of my colleague, the
Minister for Health and Children. The Depart-
ment has been advised by the HSE that the
report to which the Deputy refers was prepared
by management at St. Michael’s Hospital. In
order to address the issues outlined in the report,
the HSE, as part of its ongoing capital prog-
ramme, has recently approved in principle a capi-
tal project which will allow for the development
of facilities at St. Michael’s. It will involve new
operating theatres and recovery facilities, a new
theatre sterile supply unit and a new day pro-
cedures unit, including facilities for day surgery,
endoscopy and minor surgical and medical
procedures

The HSE has indicated that the selection of a
design team for the project will commence shortly
and it is expected that design and detailed plan-
ning will commence in early 2008. The decon-
tamination review and hygiene audit referred to
in the newspaper article are national initiatives to
address quality and risk issues in service delivery.

A decontamination review and assessment
took place in St. Michael’s Hospital in November
2006. The HSE has advised that the hospital has
taken steps to address the issues raised and this
is reflected in the planning brief. Similarly, an
assessment of hygiene services took place in the
hospital during August 2007. Measures have now
been put in place to address concerns that were
identified. The HSE has assured the Department
that patient care is not being adversely affected
in the interim.

Foreign Conflicts.

Deputy Leo Varadkar: I thank the Ceann
Comhairle for allowing time to discuss the
important unfolding political crisis in Pakistan.
Pakistan and Ireland are connected through
bonds of history. Both countries once formed part
of the British Empire, both were born out of par-
tition, both made a rapid transition from
dominion status to a republic, both have
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struggled to escape from the uncomfortable
embrace of a larger neighbour and both share a
common language, English, while preserving lan-
guages of their own.

However, the similarities stop there. Ireland
has embarked on the path of democracy, econ-
omic progress and peaceful relations with our
neighbours. Pakistan has not been so fortunate,
its democracy and economy have been held back
by military coup and military rule. Given our
shared history, Ireland should not be silent about
the events that are taking place in Pakistan. We
must be forthright in our opposition to President
Musharraf’s declaration of martial law and the
crackdown on the free press and we must demand
a rapid return to civilian rule, free elections and
a return to democracy. I call on the Minister of
State to encourage the Minister for Foreign
Affairs to use his bilateral contacts and multilat-
eral contact through the European Union to
ensure that maximum political and economic
pressure is put on the Musharraf regime.

The future of the world may well be linked to
the future of Pakistan rather than Iran, Israel or
Afghanistan. Pakistan is probably the most
dangerous country in the world. It is a large coun-
try of 150 million people, most of whom are Mus-
lim. It is located at the geopolitical fault line of
India, China and the Muslim world. It is a nuclear
power, a military power and its tribal areas are a
haven for terrorists including al-Qaeda and per-
haps even Osama bin Laden. Democracy is the
right course for Pakistan’s people. It will bring
about a more secure world and will set a good
example for other Muslim countries struggling
with modernity.

Moreover, the suppression of democracy, the
press and civil society will have the inevitable
effect of making radical Islam the only viable
opposition to the current regime and the only pol-
itical outlet for younger people. We have allowed
this to happen in the past in Iran by supporting
the Shah against Mosaddeq and also in Egypt.
This cannot be allowed to happen again.

I call on the Minister for Foreign Affairs to
make our support for democracy clearly known
to the Pakistani ambassador and use our multilat-
eral contact through the General Affairs and
External Relations Council to ensure that
maximum political and economic pressure is put
on the Musharraf regime without delay.

Deputy Máire Hoctor: The Government is
deeply concerned about the situation in Pakistan.
We join those in the international community,
including the EU, the US and the UN Secretary
General, who have expressed similar concerns
and demands for an end to the emergency pro-
visions at the earliest possible time.

Yesterday, following the events over the week-
end in Pakistan, the Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Deputy Dermot Ahern, issued a statement
expressing serious concern about the declaration
of a state of emergency by President Musharraf
on 3 November, the suspension of Pakistan’s con-

stitution and fundamental freedoms and the
imposition of wide-ranging restrictions on the
media and the Supreme Court. The Minister also
stated that it was essential that every effort be
made to reinstate the constitution, to lift restric-
tions on the media and the judiciary, and to
return to the democratic process and hold early
elections in order to pave the way for a peaceful
transition to democratic government in Pakistan.
The widespread arrests and detention of oppo-
sition members, human rights defenders, journal-
ists and lawyers are deeply disturbing.

In our contact with the Government of Pakis-
tan, we have long expressed our strong hope for
a return to democracy and civilian rule through
free and fair elections. Pakistan is a country of
real strategic importance and, particularly if it can
return to civilian rule and democracy, a country
with which we are interested in further strength-
ening our relationship. Indeed, the promise by
General Musharraf to withdraw from his military
role and the work of the Pakistani elections com-
mission to set up systems for free and fair elec-
tions had raised hopes that Pakistan would finally
return to this path. This makes the events of the
past few days all the more disturbing.

The Irish Government’s position is clear. We
recognize the real threats to peace and security
in Pakistan from the subversion and havoc that
militants and extremists can create. We have
already seen this in the appalling massacre that
greeted Benazir Bhutto’s return to her country,
which sought not just to assassinate her but also
to undermine the democratic process. In
responding to this, the authorities must accept
that stability and development can only be
achieved through democracy and the rule of law.

It is only through accountable representative
government, which carries the support of the
people of Pakistan, that the real challenges that
Pakistan and its people face can properly be
addressed. These challenges include the very
poor conditions that exist in some remote rural
and tribal areas, and the corruption at various
levels which affects almost every aspect of life,
including the political system.

We urgently call on the Government of Pakis-
tan to take urgent action in the following areas:
to restore the constitution; to ensure that the
commitments made, and restated yesterday, that
free and fair elections will be held on schedule in
January are respected in full and the necessary
conditions to ensure this put in place; and to
release without delay all political prisoners,
including members of the judiciary, lawyers,
journalists and human rights defenders. In part-
icular, we appeal for the immediate release of the
distinguished human rights defender, and UN
special rapporteur on freedom of religion or
belief, Asma Jahangir, whose detention is totally
unacceptable. We call on the Government of Pak-
istan to honour the President’s commitment to
step down as army chief of staff by 15 November,
to pursue energetically reconciliation with the
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political opposition and to relax restrictions on
the media.

All parties must exercise the utmost restraint
and work together for a peaceful and democratic
solution. The Minister has conveyed these views
and the Government’s deep concerns about
recent developments to the ambassador of Pakis-
tan in Dublin, making clear his personal interest
in the situation. The Government and the EU will
keep the situation under review and will discuss
developments further at the next General Affairs
and External Relations Council meeting on 19
November.

Schools Building Programme.

Deputy Michael Ring: On 29 November 2006,
the Minister for Education and Science
announced 54 major primary schools building
projects. She promised they could proceed to
tender and construction and that many would be
constructed over the next 12 to 15 months and
that most would be started in that time. The
tender process for Gaelscoil na Cruaiche, West-
port, has not yet been completed. The promise
was made before and during the general election.
Gaelscoil na Cruaiche was the only school project
announced for Mayo in 2006 but to date the
tender process has not been completed.

The school opened in 1996 with provisional
recognition and was granted permanent recognit-
ion in 2000. It has 206 pupils and 11 full-time
teachers. It has a waiting list for admission for
the next four years. The school is operating from
rented premises, the third rented premises since
the school started. The contract expires in June
2008.

A site has been purchased for the school and
planning permission was granted. What is causing
the delay? Why has the project not gone to
tender? Will the tender process be completed
before Christmas? We were told the sod turning
would take place before Christmas. The premises
will no longer be available in June 2008. It is an
excellent school with excellent teachers but it
needs a new building.

Is funding available or must this project wait
until after the budget? Does the recent chaos in
Dublin, where the authorities could not plan how
many schools would be needed in the future,
mean that the west must wait? Will the five or six
schools promised for the west be built in Dublin
and schools in the west left behind?

I hope the Minister of State, who is here in the
absence of the Minister for Education and
Science, will indicate that the construction project
relating to the school will go for tender either
next week or the week after and that the sod-
turning ceremony will take place before
Christmas. Most importantly, however, I hope

she will indicate that a contractor will be
appointed immediately and that construction
will proceed.

9 o’clock

The pupils and teachers at the school are
obliged to endure terrible conditions. Had some-
one not obliged the school in a particular regard

earlier in the year, it would not be
open and that would be a disgrace.
When will the project go to tender?

Is the funding in place? Will the Minister of State
indicate that there is good news for the people
of Mayo?

Deputy Máire Hoctor: I thank the Deputy for
giving me the opportunity of outlining to the
House the Department of Education and
Science’s position regarding the provision of new
premises for a gaelscoil in County Mayo. It is pro-
posed to build a new ten-classroom school, based
on an existing design that was previously used in
the provision of a gaelscoil elsewhere. Initially,
there were problems with the site acquisition and
this delayed the progress of the project in apply-
ing for planning permission. The latter and a fire
certificate have been obtained and the tender
documentation is being finalised.

Under the national development plan, \4.5
billion is assigned to the capital requirements of
the primary and post-primary sectors. Over \540
million will be spent this year on school buildings.
The level of construction alone in the primary
and post-primary sectors in 2007 is such that it
will deliver more than 700 classrooms to provide
permanent accommodation for approximately
17,500 pupils.

The progression of all large-scale building pro-
jects from initial design stage through to construc-
tion phase is considered on an ongoing basis in
the context of the Department’s multi-annual
school building and modernisation programme,
the main focus of which is to deliver school places
within rapidly developing areas. As with all large-
scale projects, the progression of a gaelscoil in
County Mayo will be considered in this context.
I assure the Deputy that the Department is com-
mitted to providing suitable high quality accom-
modation for a gaelscoil in County Mayo at the
earliest possible date.

Deputy Michael Ring: I have not received an
answer and the Department did not even bother
to include the name of the school in the Minister
of State’s reply. This shows that there is no com-
mitment to the school in question.

Deputy Máire Hoctor: I notice the Deputy did
not provide the name of the school either.

The Dáil adjourned at 9.05 p.m. until 10.30 a.m.
on Wednesday, 7 November 2007.
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Written Answers.

————————

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].

————————

Questions Nos. 1 to 5, inclusive, answered
orally.

Questions Nos. 6 to 43, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 44 to 51, inclusive, answered
orally.

Departmental Staff.

52. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Mini-
ster for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
number of staff dealing with aquaculture licence
applications in Clonakilty; and the number in this
section previously who have relocated.
[27135/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): There are currently 15
staff dealing with aquaculture licensing within my
Department. This does not take into account
work-sharing activities.

One member of staff previously working in this
area has transferred to the Clonakilty Office.

Native Livestock Breeds.

53. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the assistance
available from her Department to assist the
increase in numbers of native rare breeds of cattle
and sheep. [27094/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): My Department is
very aware of the need to conserve native rare
breeds of cattle and sheep and actively partici-
pates in conservation programmes at National,
EU and International levels. Conservation of rare
breeds of farm animals is crucial in achieving sus-
tainability of livestock production.

My Department supports on-farm conservation
of genetics resources in a number of ways.

The REPS 4 Scheme contains a voluntary Sup-
plementary Measure which rewards farmers who
keep native cattle and sheep breeds (Cattle —
Kerry, Irish Moiled, Dexter; Sheep — Galway).
A payment of \234 per livestock unit is paid to
farmers under the scheme.

My Department also operates the Kerry Cattle
Preservation Grant Scheme, whereby a grant of
\76 is paid per live eligible calf. The objective of
the scheme is to encourage the maintenance and
development of Kerry Cattle in Ireland.

National conservation of endangered genetic
resources is also supported in other ways.
Approximately \200,000 of Exchequer funding
has been allocated to projects that assist with the
conservation of Kerry cattle and Galway sheep.
Examples of this work includes the collection of
semen from Kerry bulls and Galway rams, the
development of websites for the Galway and
Kerry Cattle breed societies (to provide infor-
mation and increase awareness of the breeds),
and the development of a long-term conservation
strategy for Kerry Cattle and Galway Sheep.
More recently, funding has been provided for the
collection of semen from Irish Moiled bulls.

Ireland has also availed of funding from two
EU Programmes to assist with the conservation
of genetic resources — the 1994 and 2004 prog-
rammes. Under the most recent programme my
Department secured approximately \20,000 to
assist in the development of a national inventory
of animal genetic resources. This web-based data-
base contains important population and breed
data on all of Ireland’s domestic animal genetic
resources, including native cattle and sheep
breeds.

Internationally my Department also partici-
pates in conservation activities for animal genetic
resources, particularly through the Food and
Agriculture Organisation. In September 2007
Ireland, along with 109 countries, adopted a
Global Plan of Action for Animal Genetic
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Resources, the first internationally agreed frame-
work to halt the erosion of livestock diversity and
support the sustainable use, development and
conservation of animal genetic resources.
Development of national conservation policies to
preserve our native animal breeds will take full
cognisance of the policies in this Global Plan.

Animal Vaccination Scheme.

54. Deputy Jim O’Keeffe asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if she pro-
poses to introduce a national plan for vaccination
against bluetongue; if so, the proposed arrange-
ments for administering the vaccine; and the costs
involved. [27051/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): The bluetongue virus
(serotype 8), which emerged in northern Europe
in 2006, re-emerged this year and, in September,
an outbreak of the disease was confirmed in
Britain for the very first time. Cases of the sero-
type 8 strain have now been confirmed in nine
European countries.

Since the disease was first confirmed in August
2006, my Department has been developing con-
tingency arrangements, in the first instance, to
minimise the possible introduction of the disease
to Ireland and, secondly, to deal with an outbreak
in this country. In both regards my Department
is working very closely with the Department of
Agriculture and Rural Development in Northern
Ireland in the development of an all-island
approach.

As part of my Department’s contingency
arrangements, we have produced a comprehen-
sive Bluetongue Contingency Plan for Ireland.
My Department’s contingency arrangements are
kept under constant review and revised as appro-
priate by reference to the developing disease
situation or in the light of legal or other devel-
opments, particularly at EU level.

In terms of minimising the risk of the disease
being introduced to Ireland, my Department has
had in place a ban on the importation of live sus-
ceptible animals from bluetongue-restricted areas
in Europe. Since 1 November, however, a new
Commission Regulation allows for the possibility
of movement of susceptible animals from blue-
tongue-restricted areas under defined conditions
that are detailed in the Regulation. However,
imports of such animals from Great Britain
remain banned under FMD-related measures.

My Department has advised importers of live
animals to assess carefully the risks involved in
importing animals from bluetongue-restricted
areas and to import animals from such areas only
where absolutely necessary. My Department is
also finalising a risk analysis on other possible
routes of introduction of the disease. Arising
from that risk analysis, I will consider whether

any additional mitigating controls ought to be put
in place.

As regards vaccination, there is no vaccine yet
available for the particular strain of the disease
that is present in Britain and across northern
Europe. Three pharmaceutical companies are
currently involved in the development of an inac-
tivated vaccine. I understand that such a vaccine
may become available by the summer of 2008
though, even then, there will production issues
and a huge demand for the vaccine given the
cattle and sheep populations of the countries
affected to date.

My Department has been in contact with the
three companies involved in relation to the time-
frame for the availability of a vaccine and the
provision of an adequate supply to ensure that we
can put in place a comprehensive and effective
vaccination programme. The logistical arrange-
ments associated with securing and administering
the vaccine are currently being actively con-
sidered within my Department. In the absence, to
date, of a vaccine, the Deputy will appreciate that
it is not possible, at this stage, to predict what the
cost of the vaccine or of a comprehensive vacci-
nation programme will be.

Furthermore, my Department is actively
involved with the European Commission and the
other Member States in relation to the possibility
of developing an overall Community-wide vacci-
nation strategy. The Commission has scheduled a
bluetongue symposium to be held in Brussels on
16th January 2008 and, in preparation for that,
the first in a series of working group meetings
took place yesterday, at which my Department
was represented.

I have also discussed the current disease
situation in continental Europe and in Britain
with my colleagues in the European Agriculture
Council and have also discussed it, and will again
later this week, with Minister Gildernew, in the
context of the development and maintenance of
an all-island approach. Indeed, at the September
Agricultural Council, a number of Ministers
called on the Commission to develop a blue-
tongue control strategy and I strongly support
this approach.

Departmental Bodies.

55. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the date and
agenda of her last meeting with the Food Safety
Authority of Ireland; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27065/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): I met the Chief Execu-
tive of the Food Safety Authority of Ireland on
11 September 2007. We discussed the importance
of ensuring compliance with food labelling
requirements especially in relation to the country
of origin to beef sold in the retail and catering
sector.
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My Department is in regular contact with the
FSAI. We established the Food Safety Liaison
Unit in my Department in 2001 to coordinate the
relationship between the various line Divisions in
the Department and the Authority. A high level
Steering Group which is jointly chaired by the
Secretary General of my Department and the
Chief Executive of the FSAI meets twice a year
to oversee the working arrangements between
the Department and the Authority, the last such
meeting took place on 5th October 2007.

Decentralisation Programme.

56. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the situation
regarding the proposed relocation of An Bord
Iascaigh Mhara to Clonakilty. [27133/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): Under the Govern-
ment Decentralisation Programme the Fisheries
Divisions of the Department of Agriculture, Fish-
eries and Food as well as an Bord Iascaigh Mhara
are to be co-located in Clonakilty. The Depart-
ment opened an interim decentralised office in
Clonakilty in July 2006 and there are currently 80
civil servants from the fisheries Division of the
Department working in that office.

In addition, some of the former staff of the fish-
eries divisions of the Department now work in
the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority, which was
established on the 1st January 2007. There are 28
public servants working in the Clonakilty head-
quarters of the Authority at present. To date
none of the (90) posts due to relocate to
Clonakilty have moved, pending resolution of a
range of matters that have arisen in the context
of the decentralisation of the State Agencies.

The Minister for Finance has asked his Depart-
ment to engage at central level with the unions
representing staff in State Agencies on the full
range of industrial relations issues relating to the
decentralisation of State Agencies. Once the cen-
tral issues are resolved, meaningful negotiations
can occur with BIM staff and Trade Unions
towards implementing the decentralisation of
BIM’s Head Office to Clonakilty.

A contract has been placed by OPW in August
of this year for the construction of the new
decentralized offices for the Department of Agri-
culture, Fisheries and Food and BIM. Construc-
tion commenced in September 2007 with an
anticipated construction period of eighteen
months.

Afforestation Programme.

57. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if she will
honour her pre-election commitment to the for-
estry sector on re-afforestation after har-
vesting. [27093/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): My Department has
completed a comprehensive review of the For-
estry Act 1946 and draft Heads of a new Forestry
Bill have been prepared. The proposed legislation
will address many of the issues raised during the
extensive consultation process undertaken by my
Department. As I stated in May, allowing a
change of land use in certain limited circum-
stances will be one such issue.

In drawing up the new Bill it is proposed to
take a more flexible approach regarding the ques-
tion of replanting after harvesting. The general
principle of replanting after felling will remain in
order to ensure that the national forest estate is
not progressively eliminated. The draft Scheme
of the new Forestry Bill will be submitted to
Government shortly for approval to send to the
Office of the Parliamentary Counsel for drafting.

International Agreements.

58. Deputy Michael D. Higgins asked the Mini-
ster for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food her views
on the decision by the European Union to award
$114 million to help Argentina with its animal
health and phytosanitary regime in order that it
can develop its exports to Europe; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [27080/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): I am not in a position
to confirm the details set out by the Deputy. I am
seeking information from the European Com-
mission, which is responsible for EU bilateral aid
agreements, and I will issue a detailed response
in writing when I have more information.

Plant Protection Products.

59. Deputy Liz McManus asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if her atten-
tion has been drawn to the decision by the Euro-
pean Parliament on the regulation of plant pro-
tection products which will have devastating
consequences for yields and income in tillage
farming; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [27085/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): I am aware of the posi-
tion recently adopted by the European Parlia-
ment regarding the proposed legislation on the
marketing and use of Plant Protection Products.

This area is subject to Co-decision procedures
and, while the EU Parliament has adopted a posi-
tion, Council has not yet completed a first reading
of the legislative texts concerned. Consequently
there is no agreed EU position at this time.

My Department is actively participating in the
discussions at Council, and is acutely aware of the
possible negative consequences for Irish farming
of the EU Parliament’s agreed position.

We are negotiating to ensure:
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• that any additional controls proposed are
justified,

• that any use restrictions are based on scien-
tifically valid risk assessments and

• that environmentally sensitive agricultural
production is sustainable.

Meat Imports.

60. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Mini-
ster for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the steps
she has taken to ensure that all meat imports into
this country from whatever source comply with
national and European standards in regard to
husbandry, processing and hygiene; if all trace-
ability standards have been complied with; if she
intends taking further initiatives in this area; and
if she will make a statement on the matter.
[27114/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): Detailed EU legis-
lation lays down the conditions that Member
States must apply to the production of and trade
in products of animal origin as well as to imports
of these products from third countries.

It is a requirement that animal products
imported from third countries meet standards at
least equivalent to those required for production
in, and trade between, Member States. All such
imports must come from third countries or areas
of third countries approved for export to the EU.

My Department has responsibility for oper-
ation of public and animal health control in the
area of third country import of food of animal
origin, including meat. These are carried out in
co-operation with Customs Service. Import con-
trol forms a part of the EU’s integrated policy of
guaranteeing that the food produced and placed
on to the market is safe and that animal and
public health is not put at risk. They are a part of
the EU’s hygiene package the implementation
and monitoring of which is carried out by the rel-
evant competent agencies under Service Con-
tracts by the Food Safety Authority of Ireland
since 1999.

The EU Food and Veterinary Office (FVO)
carries out inspections to ensure that only estab-
lishments that meet hygiene and health standards
equivalent to those operating within the EU are
approved. Where the FVO considers that public
health requirements are not being met, an estab-
lishment may be removed from the EU approved
list. If outbreaks of animal diseases occur in a
third country, approval to export to the EU is
suspended for the infected regions of the country,
or the whole country, as appropriate, until the
disease risk has been eliminated.

I have consistently pointed out at EU level that
produce imported from third countries must meet
standards equivalent to those required of Com-
munity producers. In this context I have been in

regular contact EU Commissioner for Health,
Mr. Markos Kyprianou. The Commissioner has
assured me that the Commission will not hesitate
to take the appropriate protection measures if a
product, imported from a third country or pro-
duced in the domestic market, represents a risk
for the health of EC consumers, livestock or
plants.

I should add that in WTO discussions in the
Council, I have always emphasized the need to
take account of the non-trade aspect of market
access, which I regard as a crucial element in the
overall negotiations.

International Agreements.

61. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the international
diplomatic and political initiatives planned to
bring about a synchronisation of the regulatory
and approval mechanisms of the US FDA, the
EFSA and the FSAI. [27131/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): The European Food
Safety Authority (EFSA) and the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) signed an agree-
ment, last July, designed to facilitate the sharing
of information in relation to food safety. This
marks the first formal step to promote cooper-
ation between the two agencies aimed at facilitat-
ing the sharing of scientific information and set-
ting the tone for future cooperation. It is hoped
that the difficulties associated with the lack of
synchronization in the GM authorization pro-
cesses between the EU and the US can be
addressed as part of this agreement.

Food Safety Standards.

62. Deputy Kathleen Lynch asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if she will
demand the publication of the report of the EU
Food and Veterinary Office’s visit to Brazil in
March 2007, and that there be an independent
observer included in the party for the next EU
visit to Brazil. [27084/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): I would welcome the
publication of this report at the earliest possible
date. However it is important to note that the
FVO have procedures which can involve protrac-
ted correspondence on their draft report with the
national authorities in the Member State or Third
country concerned. The time taken for the publi-
cation of this report is above the average but
there are instances where up to 8 months elapsed
between the FVO mission and the date of publi-
cation of the final report.

The Food and Veterinary Office is part of the
EU Directorate-General for Health and Con-
sumer Protection. It conducts missions to
Member States and third countries to check on
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compliance with the requirements of EU food
safety and quality, animal health and welfare and
plant health within the EU and on compliance
with EU import requirements in third countries.
The Commission report on their findings to the
Standing Committee on the Food Chain and Ani-
mal Health. I would remind the Deputy again
that the Commissioner has personally assured me
that he will not hesitate to take appropriate pro-
tection measures if a product, imported from a
third country represents a risk for the health of
EU consumers, livestock or plants.

Animal Vaccination Scheme.

63. Deputy Jim O’Keeffe asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if she is tak-
ing steps to obtain a priority supply of vaccines
against bluetongue in view of Ireland’s depen-
dence on agriculture; and the discussions that
have taken place on an all Ireland basis with a
view to an island wide vaccination scheme.
[27052/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): There is, currently, no
vaccine yet available for the particular strain of
the disease (serotype 8) that is present in Britain
and across northern Europe. Three pharmaceut-
ical companies are currently involved in the
development of an inactivated vaccine. I under-
stand that such a vaccine may become available
by the summer of 2008 though, even then, there
will production issues and a huge demand for the
vaccine given the cattle and sheep populations of
the countries affected to date.

My Department has been in contact with the
three companies involved in relation to the time-
frame for the availability of a vaccine and the
provision of an adequate supply to ensure that we
can put in place a comprehensive and effective
vaccination programme. The logistical arrange-
ments associated with securing and administering
the vaccine are currently being actively con-
sidered within my Department. In the absence, to
date, of a vaccine, the Deputy will appreciate that
it is not possible, at this stage, to predict what the
cost of the vaccine or of a comprehensive vacci-
nation programme will be.

Furthermore, my Department is actively
involved with the European Commission and the
other Member States in relation to the possibility
of developing an overall Community-wide vacci-
nation strategy. The Commission has scheduled a
bluetongue symposium to be held in Brussels on
16th January 2008 and, in preparation for that,
the first in a series of working group meetings
took place yesterday, at which my Department
was represented.

I have also discussed the current disease
situation in continental Europe and in Britain
with my colleagues in the European Agriculture
Council and have also discussed it, and will again
later this week, with Minister Gildernew, in the

context of the development and maintenance of
an all-island approach. Indeed, at the September
Agricultural Council, a number of Ministers
called on the Commission to develop a blue-
tongue control strategy and I strongly support
this approach.

Apart from the political contacts, my officials
are in regular contact with colleagues in the
Department of Agriculture and Rural Develop-
ment in Northern Ireland in the context of main-
taining an all-island approach to the threat posed
by the spread of the disease, particularly follow-
ing the recent outbreaks in Britain.

Milk Quota.

64. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if, in view of
expected milk quota increases of 3% for 2008 and
the eventual abolition of quotas, she will take
initiatives to ensure the viability of the maximum
number of family dairy farms. [27090/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): Ensuring the viability
of the maximum number of family dairy farms
means improving efficiency and competitiveness
right across the sector, at both producer and pro-
cessor level, at a time of increasing exposure to
global market forces.

At producer level, greater efficiency and com-
petitiveness can only be achieved through the
attainment of increased economies of scale and
the reduction of costs. This quite simply means
getting more milk quota into the hands of active,
committed dairy farmers. The Report of the Agri
Vision 2015 Committee highlighted the need for
greater flexibility in the movement of quota from
those exiting milk production to those who
needed to expand in order to maintain viability
and withstand competitive pressures. I acted on
this at the end of last year by bringing a more
open-market approach to the transfer of quotas
through the introduction of a new Milk Quota
Trading Scheme.

Replacing the old Restructuring Scheme, the
new Trading Scheme has been responsible in its
first year for the transfer of 200 million litres of
quota, and we have seen that much greater vol-
umes of quota have made their way into the
hands of active milk producers than would ever
have been possible under the Restructuring
Scheme. The Trading Scheme is currently under
way in respect of the 2008/2009 milk quota year,
and my intention is to continue to build on its
success to the maximum extent possible.

From a processing perspective, in April of this
year I announced details of 19 capital investment
projects that were awarded Government grant
assistance of over \114 million under the Dairy
Investment Fund, which will in turn generate an
overall spend of nearly \300 million in the sector.
I am confident that this will assist in particular
the production of added value products and the
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delivery of cost efficiency programmes, which will
in turn help to achieve my objective of developing
a modern, competitive food sector in Ireland, as
envisaged in the Agri Vision 2015 Action Plan.

Departmental Bodies.

65. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the number
of people employed by An Bord Bia; the location
and roles of same; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24839/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): An Bord Bia currently
has a staff complement of 92 people of which
some 72 are based in headquarters and the
remainder located in eight overseas offices,
mainly in Europe but also in the US and Russia.
The role of Bord Bia, which is fulfilled by its staff,
is to provide market development, promotion and
information services to the Irish food, drink and
horticulture industry.

Farm Improvement Scheme.

66. Deputy Brian O’Shea asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the number
of applications for the farm improvement scheme
for 2007; the time-frame in which she expects
these applications to be expedited; and if the
programme will continue in 2008. [27087/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): The Farm Improve-
ment Scheme was introduced by my Department
in July 2007 and funding of \79 million for the
Scheme was agreed under the Partnership agree-
ment, Towards 2016, as part of an overall prog-
ramme of investment in the agri-food sector.

I announced last week that as applications had
reached the level of funding available for the
Scheme, the Scheme was closed to new appli-
cations for now. Over 12,600 applications were
received up to the closing date of the Scheme and
my Department will process these applications up
to the level of funding available. Payment of
grant-aid will issue in respect of all approved pro-
jects in due course when the work involved has
been completed and I expect that a substantial
number of payments will therefore issue to farm-
ers under the Scheme in 2008.

Food Labelling.

67. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food her
views on introducing legislation that will
empower An Bord Bia to visit food production
plants to enforce labelling. [27071/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): The Food Safety
Authority of Ireland, which comes within the

remit of the Department of Health and Children
has overall responsibility for the enforcement of
all food legislation including food labelling in
Ireland. It would not be appropriate for a pro-
motional agency such as Bord Bia to undertake
statutory enforcement responsibilities.

Rural Environment Protection Scheme.

68. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if she plans to
address the anomalies in the REP scheme where
commonage land does not qualify for the mixed
grazing supplementary top-up of \1000; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [27082/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): Commonage land
must be farmed to the farming conditions set out
in the relevant Commonage Framework Plan and
attracts an enhanced payment rate of \282 per
hectare on up to 40 hectares in REPS 4.

The mixed grazing supplementary measure is
available to farmers who engage in a mixed
cattle/sheep livestock farm enterprise in which at
least 20% of the livestock units (on average) graz-
ing the holding must be made up of the second
livestock type. The livestock must graze the same
sward either together or in a leader–follower
grazing system.

It is not possible to undertake this measure on
land which is not under the sole control of the
farmer, which excludes commonage. A farmer
with commonage and non-commonage land may
however apply for the measure on his or her non-
commonage land.

Sheep Sector.

69. Deputy Joe Costello asked the Minister for
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if her attention
has been drawn to the recent FAPRI analysis
stating that sheep production here will decline by
14% between 2006 to 2016; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [27075/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): I am aware of the
recent FAPRI analysis concerning projected
sheep production between now and 2016. The
Deputy will be aware that likely production and
market trends were taken into account in the
Sheep Strategy Report of 2006 and its subsequent
Implementation Report that I received last April.
The Implementation Report sets out a number of
measures to improve the performance of the sec-
tor and to ensure that we remain competitive on
export markets. Whereas most of the recom-
mendations fall to the industry itself to
implement, my Department is providing assist-
ance in a number of areas including sheep breed-
ing, processing facilities and quality assurance.
Teagasc is also providing support to the sector
through technology evaluation and transfer.
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Sheep farmers are also eligible for various
schemes operated by my Department. A new
supplementary measure aimed at sheep farmers
has been introduced under REPS 4. A budget of
\28 million per annum has been allocated to fund
the new measure at an overall cost of \170 million
up to 2013. The sheep sector is also the benefici-
ary of on-going work to promote Irish lamb on
home and export markets, which is undertaken
by Bord Bia.

The implementation of the Sheep Strategy
Report and the other measures outlined above
will provide a sound basis for the future develop-
ment of the sector.

Fish Exports.

70. Deputy Terence Flanagan asked the Mini-
ster for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the quan-
tity of fish caught in Irish waters and exported in
an unprocessed state; and the proposals to
increase onshore processing. [27134/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): The total landings of
fish into Irish ports by Irish vessels amounted to
190,253 tonnes in 2006. The estimated quantity
exported in an unprocessed state, including high
value whitefish and some shellfish which com-
mand their highest value in fresh form, amounted
to some 36,000 tonnes.

The Report of the Seafood Industry Strategy
Review Group — Steering A New Course —
Strategy for a Restructured, Sustainable and profit-
able Irish Seafood Industry 2007 -2013 sets out a
range of measures to deliver a restructured sea-
food processing sector with appropriate scale and
operational efficiency to compete in the inter-
national market. The strategy focuses on R&D
and value-added development to meet customer
demands and take advantage of new market
opportunities. The Government is committed to
the efficient and effective implementation of this
strategy and an Implementation Committee has
been established under the independent chair of
Dr Noel Cawley and comprising industry rep-
resentatives, State Agencies and the Department
to oversee its implementation..

Fisheries Protection.

71. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the measures
she proposes to deal with the high level of fish
being discarded and bycatch being dumped; and
if she will make a statement on the matter.
[27132/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): The issue of high levels
of discards in commercial sea fisheries is a global
problem and is on the agenda of all major inter-
national organisations who deal with the develop-

ment of sustainable sea fisheries and protection
of marine ecosystems.

At a European level, Community legis-
lation allows the discarding of fish in certain
circumstances. Fish discards are a complex
problem and are a feature of most fisheries
particularly in mixed fisheries such as those
which prevail in Irish waters. Fish are dis-
carded mainly because they are not the tar-
get species, are undersized, are not a com-
mercially viable catch or are over quota.

Ireland has been to the forefront in
pressing for action on this issue at European
level. The Irish Presidency in 2004, chose as
its theme in relation to the fishing sector
“fast tracking the development of environ-
mentally friendly fishing methods” as its key
focus. A major international conference was
held in Dundalk involving EU member
states, Norway and Iceland with the key
focus on how to reduce discards in commer-
cial fisheries.

Following further consideration, a Com-
mission Communication on “a policy to
reduce unwanted by-catches and discards in
European fisheries” was presented to
Council in June 2007. The Council adapted
a range of conclusions on the Commission
proposal and these will determine the
agenda at European level on this issue for
the immediate future.

I will continue to press for progress on this
issue and am confident that significant
improvements can be achieved in this area.
The current Programme for Government
commits to increasing supports to assist fish-
ermen make the change over to more
environmentally friendly fishing gear, and I
am confident that this will assist in reducing
the incidence of discarding in key fisheries.

Decentralisation Programme.

72. Deputy Deirdre Clune asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if her Depart-
ment’s decentralisation programme is on tar-
get. [27095/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

(Deputy Mary Coughlan): The Government
decision on the decentralisation of my Depart-
ment is that the headquarters will move to Port-
laoise, involving some 600 staff; the local offices
in Cork city will move to Fermoy, involving up to
100 staff; and the laboratories in Cork and
Limerick will move to Macroom, again involving
up to 100 staff.

The Department’s Decentralisation Implemen-
tation Plan allowed for a phased movement to
Portlaoise, i.e. the transfer of functions and posts
over a number of years. The 2005 and 2006
phases of decentralisation to Portlaoise are now
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complete and the 2007 phase is in progress. Also,
to facilitate the Government decision on decen-
tralisation all new activities within the Depart-
ment, particularly work relating to the Single Pay-
ment Scheme (SPS), are being focused in
Portlaoise. In total there has been an increase of
some 200 full-time posts in Portlaoise to some 400
since early 2004. Therefore, to date, the decentra-
lisation of my Department is ahead of schedule.

The original estimate for completion of my
Department’s new headquarters in Portlaoise was
2008. As the OPW has revised this estimate to
the end of 2009, an additional advance move of
staff is now being prepared for 2008. When the
2008 phase is complete it is envisaged that, in
advance of the final move, up to 50% of the orig-
inal target will be in Portlaoise.

Implementation plans for Fermoy and Mac-
room are in place and the Department is liaising
with the OPW regarding specifications for the
offices and identification of sites. The recruitment
process for Fermoy has begun.

EU Regulations.

73. Deputy Eamon Gilmore asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food her views on
removing the deadline imposed on farmers for
slurry spreading in view of the fact that the
changing climate is having a detrimental effect on
this practice; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [27078/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): The prohibited periods
for the spreading of fertilizers are set down in the
European Communities (Good Agricultural
Practice for the Protection of Waters) Regu-
lations 2006, made by the Minister for the Envir-
onment, Heritage and Local Government. The
objective of the Regulations is to provide statu-
tory support for good farming practices to protect
waters from potential pollution from agricultural
sources. The prohibited periods vary slightly
depending on the type of fertilizer in question
and the part of the country, or zone, in which a
holding is located.

The zones and prohibited periods are based on
scientific research and advice, taking account of
factors such as growing seasons, climate and Irish
farming systems. These issues were finalised fol-
lowing wide-ranging consultation with interested
parties and submitted to the European Com-
mission by the Department of the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government as part of
Ireland’s Nitrates Action Programme in 2005.

Farm Consolidation.

74. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister for
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the measures she
proposes to facilitate farm consolidation.
[27130/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): The Government has
a number of incentives in place that encourage
greater levels of land mobility and farm consoli-
dation. These include:

• An Early Retirement Scheme pension of
up to \15,000 for a period of up to 10 years
on farms transferred by gift, sale or lease.

• An installation aid grant of \15,000 for
young trained farmers.

• Capital Gains Tax — Retirement Relief for
farmers over 55 years.

• A rental income tax exemption of up to
\15,000 for farmers over 40 years who lease
out land for a period of 7 years or more.

• A rental income tax exemption of up to
\12,000 for farmers over 40 years who lease
out land for a period of 5 to 7 years.

• A 90% Agricultural Relief from Capital
Acquisitions Tax.

• The provision of full Stamp Duty relief for
young trained farmers.

• Stamp Duty relief for land swap for the
purpose of farm consolidation between
two farmers.

Budget 2007 included a number of provisions to
further encourage land mobility and farm consoli-
dation. The measures include a third rental
income exemption threshold of \20,000 for leases
of 10 years or over; stamp duty relief for farm
consolidation where only one farmer is consoli-
dating his holding; and a provision whereby farm-
ers who are leasing out land can still, subject to
certain conditions, qualify for Capital Gains Tax
retirement relief. With regard to Stamp Duty,
further reform by way of relief for land swap for
the purpose of farm consolidation, which would
facilitate consolidation between more than two
farmers, is awaiting EU State Aid approval.

All these measures help to improve land
mobility through early farm transfer or by
encouraging greater levels of leasing, land swaps
or farm consolidation.

EU Directives.

75. Deputy Joe Costello asked the Minister for
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the progress of
applications for derogations under the Nitrates
Directive above the 170kg/N. [27076/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): Some 5,450 appli-
cations for derogations in respect of 2007 have
been received by my Department. Applications
are currently being processed and all applicants
will be informed of the outcome of their appli-
cations in writing in due course.
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Genetically Modified Free Zone.

76. Deputy Bernard Allen asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if she will
organise a national debate on the commitments in
the Programme for Government on establishing a
genetically modified free island. [27097/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): I am currently engaged
in discussions with my Cabinet colleagues on how
best the commitment in the Programme for
Government to seek to negotiate the establish-
ment of an all Ireland GM free zone can be
effected. I will of course be eliciting the views of
all stakeholders directly involved in the agricul-
tural and food sectors.

Horticulture Industry.

77. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if she has plans
to encourage the growth of new crops such as
grass, soybean and grapes for winemaking in view
of the fact that many of the staple fruit and veg-
etable crops here are under threat due to the
warming climate; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [27073/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): My Department moni-
tors ongoing research on climate change and its
likely impact on Irish Agriculture. It is rep-
resented on the inter-Departmental team estab-
lished to oversee implementation of the National
Climate Change Strategy.

There is no evidence to suggest that there is
any major threat to our staple fruit and vegetable
crops here due to the warming climate at this
time. Indeed the impact on horticulture crops
generally is likely to be positive in the short to
medium term.

There are no plans to encourage the growth of
new crops such as grasses, soyabeans or grapes.
However, research is ongoing to identify possible
new crops and varieties of existing crops which
might be suited to drier and warmer conditions.

Farmers’ Markets.

78. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if, in view of the
growth of the slow food movement, she will
encourage through her Department the growing
awareness of this movement and support local
producers to sell within local markets. [27074/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): This Government is
committed to supporting local and regional food
and both Towards 2016 and my Department’s
Agri-Vision 2015 Action Plan include measures
in this regard.

Bord Bia, which operates under the aegis of my
Department has worked closely with other State

and local agencies to exploit the growing oppor-
tunities for markets, providing a guide to farmers
markets, advice and mentoring assistance.

A comprehensive “Guide to Selling Through
Farmers’ Markets, Farm Shops and Box Schemes
in Ireland” will be launched this month to assist
local producers wishing to sell their produce in
the local area.

I believe it is crucial to raise general awareness
of the local concept. In that regard my Depart-
ment in co-operation with Bord Bia organised a
series of regional food fora which took place over
an eighteen month period from late 2005 to early
2007. These events brought together regional,
speciality and artisan producers along with rel-
evant state agencies. The aim was to increase
awareness of emerging market opportunities and
encourage best practice in developing regional
and local excellence in food. It also provided a
forum for these producers to raise issues of part-
icular concern.

As a follow up to the regional food fora my
Department in conjunction with Bord Bia is hold-
ing a conference on the topic of Local Food,
exploring the opportunities, in Mullingar on the
13th November at which my colleague Trevor
Sargent will be presiding. This event aims to raise
awareness of local food and to highlight the
benefits of local food initiatives for both the con-
sumer and the producer. It will also provide rel-
evant information and support for those involved
in local food production.

Grant Payments.

79. Deputy Simon Coveney asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the reason
for the tight deadline for REP scheme four appli-
cants; when first payments under this scheme will
issue; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [27129/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): Farmers may apply to
join the REPS 4 scheme at any time of the year
by submitting an application and farm plan to my
Department’s Local AES Office. I have recently
introduced more flexible rules for farmers in
REPS 3 who may wish to transform to REPS 4
before finishing their five-year contracts in REPS
3. Previously, such farmers would have had to get
their REPS 4 applications in before their anniver-
sary dates, but they now have two months after
the anniversary to do so.

While farmers may continue to apply to join
REPS at any time of the year, changes in EU
regulations which take effect in January 2008 will
mean that applications for payment under the
Scheme must be made within the same period
allowed for the submission of the Single Payment
Scheme application. In practical terms this means
that first-time applicants for REPS will need to
submit their REPS 4 plans before the Single Pay-
ment application deadline to ensure that they get
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their first REPS payment within the same calen-
dar year. First-time REPS applications received
after the closing date for SPS applications will be
given a REPS commencement date in the normal
way but the first REPS payment backdated to
that commencement date will not issue until the
following calendar year. Second and subsequent
payments under REPS will not be affected and
payment will issue in the normal course. These
changes will have no impact on farmers remain-
ing in REPS 3.

Applications for REPS 4 are already being pro-
cessed and I expect the first payments to be
made shortly.

Horticulture Industry.

80. Deputy Michael D. Higgins asked the Mini-
ster for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
mushroom growers who have received invest-
ment aid under the scheme of investment aid for
the development of commercial horticulture since
the scheme started here. [27079/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): Under the National
Development Plan 2000-2006, my Department
operated a grant aid scheme for the development
of the commercial horticulture including the
mushroom sector. Over the period 2000-2006 a
total of \5.011m was paid to 190 mushroom grow-
ers. The following schedule shows the breakdown
per year to mushroom growers for the period of
National Development Plan 2000-2006.

Year No. of growers Amount of grant
paid

\m

2001/2002 66 0.834

2003 43 0.567

2004 30 1.137

2005 31 1.433

2006 20 1.040

Totals 190 5.011

Potato Sector.

81. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if she plans
to launch an initiative to support the Inter-
national Year of the Potato by the UN in 2008;
and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [27081/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): Details of support for
the International Year of the Potato (IYP) were
announced by my colleague Minister Sargent on
18 October. My Department will provide signifi-
cant funding to support the activities of the Food

and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), which is
the lead United Nations’ agency for the IYP. I
have already made an initial payment of $150,000
to FAO and the total contribution from my
Department will be $300,000. Throughout the
world, governments, scientists, farmers and
others will focus on the potential of the potato to
improve food security and nutrition and to reduce
hunger and poverty. The FAO activities will
include information generation and dissemination
through conferences and symposia to review
research policies and chart the future direction of
the sector. It is hoped to encourage action
throughout the developing world to focus on
potato systems including crop yields, extension
training on improved varieties and production
systems.

To mark the IYP at home, a national prog-
ramme of events is being organised for 2008 by a
committee comprising representatives of the
trade, an Bord Bia, Teagasc and my Department.
The emphasis of the programme will be on
nutrition. The programme will include activities
for schools and in particular a primary school
competition that aims to promote both the aware-
ness and the growing of the potato. In addition
there will be a website devoted to the potato and
throughout the year agricultural show and heri-
tage centres will feature the potato. The prog-
ramme, which has not yet been finalised, will pri-
marily be funded by the industry and an Bord
Bia.

Milk Quota.

82. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if she will
review the operation of the milk quota regime
whereby farmers who lose a land or quota lease
are barred from assistance from temporary leas-
ing if they have received previous assistance
under various quota schemes administrated by
her Department if that assistance exceeded pre-
scribed amounts. [27091/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): A farmer who has lost
a land and quota lease is treated as a priority cat-
egory in the allocation of quota under my Depart-
ment’s Temporary Leasing Scheme. The allo-
cation takes place according to certain criteria,
which for example in the case of a producer
whose lease expired on 31 March 2007 meant that
quota would have been allocated under the first
phase of the 2007/2008 scheme on the following
basis: 80% of the milk quota leased with land,
less

(i) any additional quota granted under the
Agenda 2000 Schemes,
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(ii) any permanent quota granted by the Milk
Quota Appeals Tribunal since the
2001/2002 milk quota year,

(iii) any quantity purchased under the
2007/2008 Milk Quota Trading Schemes.

Some concern has been expressed that because
all quota bought in the Trading Schemes, and not
just that bought from the priority pool, is being
taken into account, the total amount deducted
from the 80% entitlement may leave some appli-
cants with effectively no entitlement at all. While
I think that these cases are few in number, and
notwithstanding the fact that the current practice
is the same as that operated in previous years
when the amount purchased under the Restruc-
turing Schemes rather than the Trading Schemes
was deducted, my Department is reviewing the
matter ahead of the second phase of this year’s
Temporary Leasing Scheme.

Afforestation Programme.

83. Deputy Kathleen Lynch asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if she will
revise the conditions of the forestry environment
scheme to make it more attractive to farmers; and
if she will make a statement on the matter.
[27083/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): The Forestry Environ-
mental Protection Scheme, or FEPS, has already
proven very attractive to many farmers since its
launch as a pilot scheme earlier this year. The
Scheme provides an opportunity for REPS farm-
ers to plant high nature-value woodlands on their
farm with the support of a very attractive grant
and premium package. To date, my Department
has granted Preplanting Approvals for nearly
2,500 hectares with a further 1,500 hectares cur-
rently at application stage.

My Department has carried out a review of the
Scheme and arising out of this, certain adjust-
ments are being examined.

Animal Welfare.

84. Deputy Olivia Mitchell asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if she will
assume overall responsibility for animal welfare
in her Department; and if so, the areas of
responsibility that will be transferred from other
Departments. [27092/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): The Programme for
Government contains a number of animal wel-
fare-related commitments, all of which are cur-
rently being advanced in my Department. Among
those commitments is one to consolidate
responsibility for the welfare of all animals

(including non-farm animals) within my
Department.

At present, a number of other
Departments/Agencies have animal welfare
responsibilities and work is progressing on identi-
fying the actions required to effect the transfer
of those responsibilities to my Department. My
Department is also drafting a comprehensive
Animal Welfare Bill, which will update existing
legislation and ensure that the welfare of animals
is properly protected and that the penalties for
offenders are increased significantly. Where it
necessary to transfer statutory responsibility for
animal welfare to my Department, the necessary
statutory provision will be made in the forth-
coming Bill.

Rural Development Programme.

85. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the amount
of funding that has been received from the EU
under the Modulation Programme; what has hap-
pened to this funding; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [24840/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): Modulated funds of
\225.5m are an integral part of the overall fund-
ing available for Ireland’s 2007-2013 Rural
Development Programme. The total funding for
this programme amounts to \5.778bn from three
sources: EU co-funding \2.114bn, Modulation
\0.225bn, and Exchequer \3.439bn. The prog-
ramme addresses three priorities, competi-
tiveness, the environment and the wider rural
economy, and encompasses the following main
measures: REPS, compensatory allowances, early
retirement, installation aid, and farm modernis-
ation. The funding provided for these farmer pay-
ment schemes took full account of the amount
available from modulation and was agreed with
the farm organisations in the social partnership
agreement. The Programme was approved by the
EU Commission in July of this year.

It should be noted that the Rural Development
Programme includes only those measures that are
co-funded by the EU. The National Development
Plan includes additional measures which are
funded entirely by the Exchequer. The total value
of the NDP agri-food package is \8.7 billion.

Agri-Food Industry.

86. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Mini-
ster for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food her short,
medium and long-term plans to sustain and
develop the beef, lamb, pig meat and poultry
industries here with particular reference to the
need to compete on home and worldwide
markets; if she has identified the difficulties fac-
ing these sectors at the present time; her inten-
tions to address these issues in early date; and if
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she will make a statement on the matter.
[27115/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): For the meat sector
and the agri-food industry as a whole, I subscribe
to the vision set out in the Agri-Vision 2015
Action Plan. That foresees an industry obtaining
optimal levels of efficiency, competitiveness and
responsiveness to the demands of the market
while respecting and enhancing the physical
environment. The Action Plan points out that the
short-to-medium term goal of the meat sector,
especially beef, is to ensure that high market pen-
etration in the EU is consolidated and developed,
while also recognising the importance of access to
commercially attractive third country markets.

The challenges facing the meat sector are
varied. They include increased competition for
beef and sheepmeat on the EU market to the
higher costs of feed for the pig and poultry sec-
tors. I am committed to assisting the industry to
address these issues and I have already taken a
series of actions with that in mind. I am glad to
summarise these on a sector-by-sector basis.

Beef:
Firstly, I was delighted to recently announce

the \250 million Suckler Cow Scheme. The suck-
ler herd is the source of much of our high-quality
beef and this measure is consistent with the aims
outlined in the Agri-Vision 2015 Action Plan. I
anticipate that over 60,000 herdowners will par-
ticipate in this scheme. While the measure is pri-
marily aimed at improved animal welfare, it will
also contribute to the improved viability of suck-
ler holdings.

Secondly, I announced in April a Capital
Investment Aid Scheme for the beef and sheep-
meat sector designed to support capital invest-
ment, which will increase added value at the pro-
cessing level and improve efficiencies. This
investment package will, I am confident, ensure
the strategic and coherent development of the
sector into the future and ultimately position our
producers to avail of export opportunities. This
also complements and underpins the existing
quality assurance schemes and the advances in
breed improvement programmes being
developed by ICBF.

Thirdly, in order to publicise the response of
the beef industry to an ever-evolving market,
Bord Bia is intensifying its efforts to promote
beef over the coming months. The aim is to build
on the already well-established marketing and
promotional activities being undertaken by Bord
Bia and the industry. An extensive promotional
campaign commenced in September involving 30
supermarkets across 13 European countries in
10,000 individual outlets. In addition Bord Bia is
completing a new Irish beef marketing strategy.

This follows consultation with industry as to how
best use the promotional resources available over
the period 2008 to 2013.

I have also established a Market Access Group
to focus efforts on the re-opening of markets for
Irish beef and other meats. The recent re-opening
of the Saudi Arabian and South African markets
are welcome developments in this respect.

Pigmeat:
By far the main difficulty facing the pig sector

is the very high cost of feed. The rise in feed
prices can be attributed to a number of factors
such as (i) heavy demand for cereals in Asia (ii)
the increased demand for feed materials from the
biofuel industry and (iii) unfavourable weather
conditions which affected many of the major
cereal growing countries.

The EU Council of Agriculture Ministers has,
in response to the pressures on the international
cereal and feed markets, agreed to suspend the
obligation to set 10% of arable land aside. This
will ensure that more arable land is available for
cereal cultivation in 2008.

A scheme of financial assistance for the private
storage of pigmeat has been in place since
October 29. This was adopted by the European
Commission in response to a request from me
and some other Member States. I have also
impressed on the Commission the desirability of
export refunds for fresh and frozen pigmeat and
this will be kept under consideration.

Pigmeat features prominently in Bord Bia’s
programme of promotion on the home and
export markets. I have asked the Bord to inten-
sify its Autumn pork and bacon promotion cam-
paign in order to ensure that the market remains
firm over the coming months. Additional funding
is being made available for this. The Bord Bia
quality assurance schemes are also a good tool
in maintaining consumer confidence and, in this
context; the pigmeat scheme is well established
and managed.

On the export front, Irish pork has access to
important markets worldwide and pork is
included in overseas promotion drives and
market access initiatives.

I am working with the Minister for Health and
Children towards the introduction of legislation
to provide better information to consumers on
the origin of pigmeat and other meats.

Other initiatives aimed at sustaining the pig
industry that I have introduced include the exten-
sion of the farm waste management scheme to
the pig sector and my Department’s programme
of financial assistance for the transition to wel-
fare-friendly sow housing.

Within the framework of the EU common agri-
cultural policy, I will continue to ensure that pig
producers’ problems are highlighted with a view
to suitable action.
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Poultry:
The Irish poultry industry is an extremely

important element within our domestic agri food
sector. It is worth in excess of \150 million to pro-
ducers and is an important contributor to econ-
omic and social development, particularly in cer-
tain areas. Overall, it is my policy that this
industry should develop to its full potential and
be in a position to meet the demands of today’s
consumers and withstand the very strong compe-
tition from abroad.

An Expert Group to advise on steps to ensure
the future success of the industry will finalise its
work shortly and I look forward to receiving its
report. That report is likely to cover areas such
as production, marketing and promotion,
environmental protection and animal welfare.

I should also point out that Bord Bia, working
in conjunction with the poultry industry and my
Department, have in operation the very success-
ful Chicken and Egg Quality Assurance Schemes
which are viewed by consumers as a guarantee of
quality and I am confident that the market posi-
tion of our poultry will be enhanced as a result.
It is important that consumer confidence is main-
tained and I believe that the Quality Assurance
Schemes will be a valuable tool in this regard.

Sheepmeat:
The Sheep Industry Development Strategy

Group issued its report in June 2006. This is a
comprehensive study of the sheep industry that
sets out a Development Plan for the sector. I
decided that the best way to implement these
recommendations was to set up an Implemen-
tation Group comprised of representatives of all
sectors in the industry, including the relevant
state bodies. This Group reported to me in April
this year. Most of the recommendations in the
Strategy Report fall to be implemented by the
industry itself and it is too early at this stage to
assess their impact. The recommendations are
supported by my Department through assistance
for breeding and management, processing facili-
ties, mechanical grading and quality assurance.
Sheep farmers are major beneficiaries of various
schemes being operated by the Department such
as REPS.

I believe that all these measures, combined
with our high levels of food safety standards, will
contribute to underpinning the viability of the
meat sector and best position it to maintain and
improve its competitiveness on EU and inter-
national markets.

Climate Change Strategy.

87. Deputy Liz McManus asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if she plans
to introduce measures to address the problems
in farming resulting from climate change such as
bluetongue disease, higher crop and tree diseases;

and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [27086/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): The effects of climate
change are anticipated over a long period and are
not expected to have a significant impact on Irish
agriculture in the shorter term. Arrangements for
dealing with animal diseases continue to be kept
under review and the contingency arrangements
and the legislative basis for dealing with possible
outbreaks of exotic disease are updated where
required. For the most part, EU legislation pro-
vides the framework for dealing with such
diseases.

Close monitoring for possible new crop and
forest pests resulting from climate change is
carried out by plant health control officers. The
existing EU phytosanitary regime which covers
all of Europe provides an adequate framework
for dealing with potential threats.

Organic Farming.

88. Deputy Bernard Allen asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the measures
she proposes to increase organic output.
[27096/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): There are significant
financial supports in place to encourage pro-
ducers to convert to and remain in organic pro-
duction. The new Organic Farming Scheme was
launched in August 2007 as part of the new Rural
Development Programme, which will run from
2007 to 2013. The objective of this Scheme is to
deliver enhanced environmental and animal wel-
fare benefits and to encourage producers to
respond to the market demand for organically
produced food. Payment rates have increased by
approximately 17% compared to comparative
rates under the Supplementary Measure in the
Rural Environment Protection Scheme (REPS).
Under the new Organic Farming Scheme, it is
now possible for organic farmers to obtain
organic support payments without having to be in
the REPS Scheme as was previously the case.
This is designed to encourage small-scale horti-
cultural producers to convert to organic pro-
duction and conventional tillage producers to
convert part or even all of their holdings. Both of
these areas are very much in deficit production-
wise and there is a readymade market for the
organic product. Organic producers will still, of
course, be able to join REPS as well, and I would
encourage them to do so.

As a further incentive to encourage non-REPS
farmers solely involved in tillage production to
convert to organic farming, there is an additional
payment of \240 per hectare available in the in-
conversion period, up to a maximum of 40 hec-
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tares, provided they grow green cover crops dur-
ing that period.

My Department also offers significant develop-
ment grants both to farmers and to processors
under the Schemes of Grant Aid for the Develop-
ment of the Organic Sector. Grant aid is available
for investments by farmers and processors in
equipment and facilities. The Schemes provide
grant aid of 40% of the cost up to a maximum
grant of \60,000 in the case of on-farm invest-
ments and \500,000 for investments off-farm. I
am pleased to note that applicants are showing
significant interest in these Schemes.

Other initiatives include the recent appoint-
ment by Teagasc of three additional specialist
organic advisor posts, an enhanced demon-
stration programme and the extension of agrono-
mist expertise to include the pig and poultry sec-
tors this year.

We will continue to raise awareness among
consumers about the benefits of organic food and
the third National Organic Week took place
recently with that specific purpose in mind.

It is clear that all stakeholders will have to play
a proactive role to enable the challenging target
of 5% of agricultural land under organic pro-
duction by 2012 to be realised. To this end I have
asked for and received submissions from the
organic farming bodies with their proposals for
the development of the sector. I have also asked
the National Steering Group for the Organic Sec-
tor and its two sub-groups, the Partnership
Expert Working Group and the Organic Market-
ing and Development Group, to give me their
considered views on the best ways to move
towards the Programme for Government target.

My Department also recently arranged two
training seminars for REPS Planners who wished
to expand their expertise to include the prep-
aration of organic conversion plans. Officials
from my own Department, as well as staff from
the Organic Certification Bodies conducted these
courses. Almost 50 planners attended these
courses and hopefully the knowledge and detail
imparted will help these planners identify poten-
tial clients for future conversion to organic pro-
duction methods.

Departmental Staff.

89. Deputy Jim O’Keeffe asked the Taoiseach
if he will detail and itemise the performance
based bonuses or other bonuses paid to Secretary
General and Assistant Secretaries in the Office of
the Attorney General in the past 12 months; and
if he will make a statement on the matter.
[26890/07]

The Taoiseach: In the case of the Office of the
Attorney General, the Committee for Perform-
ance Awards approved awards in May 2007 in

respect of 2006 to the Deputy Director General
and two Advisory Counsel Grade I totalling
\45,800.

90. Deputy Jim O’Keeffe asked the Taoiseach
if he will detail and itemise the performance
based bonuses or other bonuses paid to Secretar-
ies General and Assistant Secretaries in his
Department and Offices in the past 12 months;
and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[26891/07]

The Taoiseach: The scheme of performance-
related awards in the civil service applies to
Deputy and Assistant Secretaries and equivalent
grades. It does not apply to Secretaries General.
Details of awards to individual officers under the
performance related scheme are not disclosed on
the basis that they are confidential to the officer
concerned. However, I can say that during 2007
awards totalling \51,200 were made to 4 officers
in my Department in respect of 2006 (as shown
on page 10 of the CPA report for 2006). Details
of the operation of the scheme are available in
the report of the Committee for Performance
Awards which can be accessed on the website of
the Department of Finance (www.finance.gov.ie).

Ministerial Staff.

91. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Taoiseach
the number of staff in his constituency office; the
number of these who are civil servants; the
number who are not; the cost to the Exchequer
of the salaries and expenses in a full year for the
civil servants and non-civil service staff; if he will
provide the information in tabular form; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [27213/07]

The Taoiseach: The number of staff in my Con-
stituency Office, their costs to the Exchequer and
expenses for the full year ended 31 December,
2006* are listed in the table below.

Taoiseach’s Constituency Office

Number of Civil Servants 8

Number of Non-Civil Servants 1

Salaries: including allowances and overtime for
Civil Servants \249,750

Salaries: including allowances and overtime for
non-Civil Servants \36,276

Travel and Subs expenses for Civil Servants Nil

Travel and Subs expenses for non-Civil
Servants Nil

*Last full year for which information available.

92. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Taoiseach
the number of staff in his private office; the
number of these who are civil servants; the
number who are not; the cost to the Exchequer
of the salaries and expenses in a full year for the
civil servants and non-civil service staff; if he will
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provide the information in tabular form; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [27228/07]

The Taoiseach: The number of staff in my
Private Office, their costs to the Exchequer and
expenses for the full year ended 31 December,
2006* are listed below.

Taoiseach’s Private Office

No. of Civil Servants 13

No. of non-Civil Servants 0

Salaries of Civil Servants (incl. allowances &
overtime) \663,983.43

Salaries of Non-Civil Servants (incl.
allowances & overtime) Nil

Travel & Subs expenses for Civil Servants \2,453.19

Travel & Subs expenses for Non-Civil
Servants Nil

*Last full year for which figures are available.

93. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Taoiseach
the number, for each Minister of State assigned
to his Department, of staff in their constituency
office; the number of these who are civil servants;
the number who are not; the cost to the
Exchequer of the salaries and expenses in a full
year for the civil servants and non civil service
staff; if she will provide the information in tabular
form; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27243/07]

The Taoiseach: There are two Ministers of
State assigned to my Department — the Govern-
ment Chief Whip, Mr. Tom Kitt, T.D. and the
Minister of State for European Affairs, Mr. Dick
Roche, T.D. Only the Government Chief Whip’s
Constituency Office is based in my Department.
The Constituency Office of the Minister of State
for European Affairs is based in the Department
of Foreign Affairs.

The number of staff in Minister of State Kitt’s
Constituency Office, their costs to the Exchequer
and expenses for the full year ended 31
December, 2006* are listed in the table below.

Minister of State (T. Kitt, T.D) — Constituency Office

No. of Civil Servants 3

No. of non-Civil Servants 1

Salaries of Civil Servants (incl. allowances &
overtime) \116,931

Salaries of Non- Civil Servants (incl.
allowances & overtime) \43,091

Travel & Subs expenses for Civil Servants Nil

Travel & Subs expenses for Non-Civil
Servants \1,661.22

*Last full year for which information is available.
Note: This does not include 1 Private Secretary and 1 Clerical
Officer who support Minister Kitt in his role at the Depart-
ment of Defence and who are located in this Department but
are the staff of the Department of Defence.

94. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Taoiseach
the number, for each Minister of State assigned
to his Department, of staff in their private office;
the number of these who are civil servants; the
number who are not; the cost to the Exchequer
of the salaries and expenses in a full year for the
civil servants and non civil service staff; if he will
provide the information in tabular form; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [27258/07]

95. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the
Taoiseach the numbers and grades of staff
employed in the Chief Whip’s Office; and the
annual cost of those staff. [27268/07]

96. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the
Taoiseach the number and grades of staff
employed in Minister for State with special
responsibility for European Affair’s Office; and
the annual cost of those staff. [27273/07]

The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions
Nos. 94 to 96, inclusive, together.

There are two Ministers of State assigned to
my Department — Government Chief Whip, Mr.
Tom Kitt, T.D. and the Minister of State for
European Affairs, Mr. Dick Roche, T.D.

The number of staff in each of the Private
Offices of those Ministers of State assigned to my
Department, their costs to the Exchequer and
expenses for the full year ended 31 December,
2006* are listed in the tables below.

Office of the Government Chief Whip (Private Office)

Number of Civil Servants 4

Number of Non-Civil Servants Nil

Salaries: including allowances and overtime for \215,297
Civil Servants

Salaries: including allowances and overtime for Nil
non-Civil Servants

Travel and Subs expenses for Civil Servants Nil

Travel and Subs expenses for non-Civil Nil
Servants

Office of the Minister of State for European Affairs (Private
Office)

Number of Civil Servants 3

Number of Non-Civil Servants Nil

Salaries: including allowances and overtime for
Civil Servants \112,376

Salaries: including allowances and overtime for
non-Civil Servants Nil

Travel and Subs expenses for Civil Servants \1,488

Travel and Subs expenses for non-Civil
Servants Nil

* Last full year for which information is available.
Please note that Mr. Noel Treacy T.D. was Minister of State
for European Affairs during this period.
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Early School Leavers.

97. Deputy Brian Hayes asked the Taoiseach if
will provide a county by county breakdown of the
3,679 fifteen year olds that have ceased full time
education as a result of information obtained in
the most recent census taken in April 2006; and
if he will make a statement on the matter.
[27411/07]

Minister of State at the Department of the
Taoiseach (Deputy Tom Kitt): The information
requested by the Deputy is contained in the
table below.

It should be borne in mind that the figures for
persons aged 15 years may be affected by the fact
that this age was used in a filter question on the
Census questionnaire, resulting in a possible
over-statement of the number of 15 year olds who
have ceased education.

County Number of 15 year olds
whose education has ceased

State 3,679

Carlow 54

Dublin City 368

South Dublin 289

Fingal 195

Dún Laoghaire Rathdown 126

Kildare 161

Kilkenny 82

Laoighis 64

Longford 35

Louth 109

Meath 134

Offaly 71

Westmeath 101

Wexford 120

Imports of Meat

2004 2005 2006

Country of Origin \000 Tonnes \000 Tonnes \000 Tonnes

Beef Great Britain 33,231 12,413 37,476 16,124 41,725 13,344

Brazil 16,396 6,587 20,462 6,867 20,905 6,320

Netherlands 2,949 703 8,757 3,667 12,198 5,171

France 1,733 1,044 1,941 1,018 2,374 1,133

Northern Ireland 172 177 2,874 923 8,386 1,961

Germany 2,530 680 1,783 478 2,375 482

Ireland* 1,275 546 1,045 559 1,629 415

Belgium 854 219 1,054 247 2,366 603

Argentina 139 64 1,065 270 500 141

Italy 579 106 482 178 507 97

Other 1,132 520 929 408 2,124 925

Beef Total 60,990 23,059 77,868 30,739 95,089 30,592

County Number of 15 year olds
whose education has ceased

Wicklow 109

Clare 110

Cork City 94

Cork County 313

Kerry 118

Limerick City 40

Limerick County 112

North Tipperary 57

South Tipperary 74

Waterford City 36

Waterford County 47

Galway City 48

Galway County 153

Leitrim 21

Mayo 110

Roscommon 41

Sligo 36

Cavan 73

Donegal 136

Monaghan 42

Beef Imports.
98. Deputy David Stanton asked the Taoiseach

the country of origin and respected amounts of
imported beef, lamb and sheep meat, pig meat
and poultry into the State in 2004, 2005 and 2006
respectively; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [27530/07]

Minister of State at the Department of the
Taoiseach (Deputy Tom Kitt): The information
requested by the Deputy is presented in the
table below.

The table shows total meat imports by country
(top ten in each meat category).
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2004 2005 2006

Country of Origin \000 Tonnes \000 Tonnes \000 Tonnes

Pork Great Britain 50,426 18,165 51,157 17,105 60,863 20,854

Ireland* 26,133 10,459 23,639 9,172 28,114 10,026

Germany 23,457 7,166 24,668 7,778 30,613 8,436

Denmark 21,224 8,382 22,030 8,900 14,813 5,275

Netherlands 13,952 5,179 15,550 5,777 22,364 7,017

France 12,074 5,277 13,641 5,566 13,697 4,788

Northern Ireland 7,026 2,264 6,724 2,201 4,125 1,278

Italy 1,513 1,347 3,363 1,545 2,920 1,466

Austria 428 333 3,424 1,914 3,591 1,338

Belgium 3,756 1,079 3,998 1,346 3,396 800

Other 3,205 874 3,248 1,031 6,780 2,664

Pork Total 163,194 60,525 171,442 62,335 191,276 63,942

Poultry Great Britain 82,183 22,533 103,989 33,656 90,093 24,867

Netherlands 45,225 12,276 47,919 13,325 56,540 18,199

Northern Ireland 27,661 6,724 29,524 7,729 26,339 6,360

Belgium 11,045 4,028 12,945 4,532 13,461 4,657

Thailand 8,506 2,836 11,879 4,656 12,467 4,822

Germany 7,526 1,996 12,542 3,469 19,927 5,482

Brazil 5,061 1,728 8,621 2,854 6,091 2,229

France 11,416 2,699 6,070 1,631 6,239 1,603

Italy 4,958 1,646 5,915 1,840 7,610 2,335

Ireland* 2,157 1,059 2,550 641 3,173 821

Other 3,074 949 5,498 1,748 5,968 1,963

Poultry Total 208,812 58,474 247,452 76,081 247,908 73,338

Sheep/lamb Great Britain 6,021 1,686 5,952 1,391 7,288 1,656

New Zealand 1,386 628 1,029 280 1,102 328

France 370 155 201 74 580 204

Northern Ireland 103 22 834 209 1,544 183

Netherlands 212 44 147 37 363 112

Germany 90 29 197 74 — —

Turkey 323 85 — — — —

Belgium 137 41 4 1 92 33

Ireland* 108 38 — — 99 13

Australia 141 39 — — 3 1

Other 105 23 161 82 237 56

Sheep/lamb Total 8,996 2,790 8,525 2,148 11,308 2,586

Grand Total 441,992 144,848 505,287 171,303 545,581 170,458

*The table reflects Country of Origin rather than Country of Consignment, hence Imports from Ireland.

Further information is available from the Trade
Helpdesk at trade@cso.ie.

Review Body on Higher Remuneration.

99. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Tánaiste
and Minister for Finance the persons who are the
members of the Review Body on Higher
Remuneration and by whom are they appointed;
the qualifying criteria applied to appointments;
the period of tenure; the emoluments, including
expenses, paid to members of the Review Body

and by whom; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [26881/07]

Tánaiste and Minister for Finance (Deputy
Brian Cowen): The Review Body on Higher
Remuneration in the Public Sector which was
established in 1969 is an independent standing
body whose primary function is to advise the
Government on the general levels of remuner-
ation appropriate to certain top public service
posts. The members of the Review Body are
appointed by the Government.
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[Deputy Brian Cowen.]

The current members of the Review Body are:

Tony O’Brien, Chairman of the Review
Body

Appointed 12 April 2005.

Chairman of C&C Group, plc: Former non-
Executive Director of CRH plc and chaired the
Remuneration Committee: Former member of
the Civil Service Committee for Performance
Awards: Former Chairman of Anglo Irish
Bank Corporation, plc and chaired the
Remuneration Committee. Past President of
IBEC.

John Doherty

Appointed 12 April 2005.

Employers’ member of the Labour Court.

Brian Hillery

Appointed 22 December 1999

Currently Chairman of Independent News
and Media plc, UniCredito Italiano Bank
(Ireland) plc and Providence Resources plc:
Commissioner, National Pensions Reserve
Fund Commission: Former TD and Senator:
Former Professor, Graduate School of Busi-
ness, UCD.

Vivienne Jupp

Appointed 29 March 1995

Chair, Accenture Institute for Public Service
Value: Former global managing partner in
Accenture: Member of the Broadcasting Com-
mission of Ireland: Board member of the UCD
Smurfit Graduate School of Business: Chaired
the Information Society Commission from 1996
to 2000.

Peter Malone

Appointed 29 March 1995

Director and former CEO of Jurys Doyle
Hotel Group: Chairman of National Roads
Authority. Chairman CBRE: Chairman Busi-
ness Tourism Forum.

Noel O’Neill

Appointed 22 December 1999

Workers’ member of the Labour Court.

No formal qualifying criteria applies to the
appointments. Due to the complex nature of
the work it is important that the members are
suitably experienced and qualified to carry out
the reviews.

There is no specific period of tenure —
members are appointed to carry out reviews
under the standing terms of reference from
time to time and such other posts as the

Review Body may be asked to examine from
time to time.

The following are the fees paid to the current
members by the Department of Finance:

Chairman — \25,000 per annum.

Members other than the Labour Court
members — \15,000 per annum.

Mr Doherty and Mr O’Neill do not receive
any fees as members of the Review Body.

No expenses have been claimed or paid to
any member during the current review.

Drainage Schemes.

100. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Tánaiste and
Minister for Finance the position regarding a
feasibility study for the upgrading and repair of
the River Fergus embankments from Drumquin,
County Clare to Kildysart, County Clare being
carried out; if consultants have been appointed;
when the report will be published; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [26908/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Finance
(Deputy Noel Ahern): An examination into the
feasibility, cost and environmental implications of
upgrading the embankments referred to will be
undertaken by Engineering staff of the Office of
Public Works. It is expected that the study report
will be completed early next year.

101. Deputy Jimmy Deenihan asked the
Tánaiste and Minister for Finance if he will con-
tinue the funding to the Office of Public Works
to enable them to refurbish the embankment on
the south eastern bank of the Brick River from
Lixnaw Bridge to Ballinaghar Bridge to prevent
the flooding of the recently built local authority
housing estate (details supplied) in County Kerry;
and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[26926/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Finance
(Deputy Noel Ahern): A programme of refur-
bishment of the embankments of the Feale
Catchment Drainage Scheme, which includes the
River Brick, under the maintenance provisions of
the Arterial Drainage Act, 1945, commenced this
year. It is intended that this programme will con-
tinue and that the necessary funding will be
made available.

The work is being prioritised on the basis of
risk to housing and while the OPW is at present
finalising its programme for 2008, it is likely that
the primary focus will be on the town of Listowel
next year.

The embankment on the South Eastern bank
of the River Brick from Lixnaw Bridge to Ballin-
aghar bridge will be refurbished as soon as
embankments protecting a larger number of
properties have been completed.
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Tax Code.

102. Deputy P. J. Sheehan asked the Tánaiste
and Minister for Finance if the Revenue Commis-
sioners will assist a person (details supplied) in
Dublin 12 to obtain a P60. [26956/07]

Tánaiste and Minister for Finance (Deputy
Brian Cowen): I am informed by the Revenue
Commissioners that it appears from their records
that the taxpayer commenced employment with
the company in question during 2001. On 5
November 2007 a letter was sent to the taxpayer
giving details of his pay, tax and PRSI deductions
for the years 2001 and 2003 to 2006, in accordance
with the records held by the Revenue Commis-
sioners. No details are available for the year 2002.
The details provided in the letter are those which
would be included in a P60 certificate, which is
issued by an employer.

103. Deputy Paul Gogarty asked the Tánaiste
and Minister for Finance the schemes currently in
place to encourage workers, through tax incen-
tives or other means to cycle to work; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [26992/07]

Tánaiste and Minister for Finance (Deputy
Brian Cowen): There is no specific tax scheme
to encourage workers to cycle to work. There is,
however, a provision in the existing Benefit-in-
Kind arrangements to allow an employer to
provide an employee with a small benefit to a
value not exceeding \250 in any one year without
applying PAYE and PRSI to that benefit. If the
\250 limit is exceeded in any year the employee
must pay tax on the total value of any such
benefits. The purchase by an employer of a
bicycle for an employee could be covered by this
provision, subject to this \250 limit on the total
value of such benefits in any tax year.

104. Deputy Paul Gogarty asked the Tánaiste
and Minister for Finance his views on introducing
a cycle to work scheme similar to the UK where
bicycles can be purchased through the employer
with the cost being deducted from the gross sal-
ary, thus saving on PRSI and income tax in view
of the fact that this would encourage more people
to cycle; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [26993/07]

Tánaiste and Minister for Finance (Deputy
Brian Cowen): There are no plans for the intro-
duction of a scheme of the type referred to by the
Deputy. There is provision in the existing
Benefit-in-Kind arrangements to allow an
employer to provide an employee with a small
benefit to a value not exceeding \250 in any one
year without applying PAYE and PRSI to that
benefit. If the \250 limit is exceeded in any year
the employee must pay tax on the total value of
any such benefits.

The purchase by an employer of a bicycle for
an employee could be covered by this provision,
subject to this \250 limit on the total value of
such benefits in any tax year.

Disabled Drivers.

105. Deputy Noel J. Coonan asked the
Tánaiste and Minister for Finance if he will
expand the disabled drivers scheme to take
account of other forms of disability not currently
eligible under the scheme; the reason for not
undertaking such an expansion; the last time a
review or expansion of the scheme was carried
out since the scheme was introduced; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [27017/07]

Tánaiste and Minister for Finance (Deputy
Brian Cowen): The Disabled Drivers and Dis-
abled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme pro-
vides relief from VAT and Vehicle Registration
Tax (up to a certain limit) on the purchase of an
adapted car for transport of a person with specific
severe and permanent physical disabilities, as well
as relief from excise on the fuel used in the car,
up to a certain limit.

The disability criteria for these concessions are
set out in the Disabled Drivers and Disabled
Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations 1994.
To get a Primary Medical Certificate, an appli-
cant must be permanently and severely disabled
within the terms of these Regulations.

As the Deputy will be aware, there was an
interdepartmental review of the Scheme.
However, given the scale and the scope of the
scheme, any possible changes can only be made
after careful consideration and with regard to the
existing and prospective cost of the scheme and
the available resources. In this context, I consider
any possible changes within the framework of the
annual Budgetary process.

Tax Code.

106. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Tánaiste and
Minister for Finance if a person (details supplied)
in County Kildare is entitled to a tax rebate; and
if he will make a statement on the matter.
[27028/07]

Tánaiste and Minister for Finance (Deputy
Brian Cowen): I have been advised by the
Revenue Commissioners that the taxpayer retired
from his employment on 31 August 2007 follow-
ing which the taxpayer became entitled to a com-
pany pension and a State Pension (Transition).
The company has confirmed to the Revenue
Commissioners that the taxpayer’s lump sum
entitlement was paid tax-free on 23 October 2007.
The first pension payment (backdated to his
retirement date) will be made by the company on
8 November 2007. On that date, the company will
make any refund of tax due on account of the
adjusted income since retirement.
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107. Deputy Barry Andrews asked the
Tánaiste and Minister for Finance if there will be
tax incentives for owners of electric pedlec
bicycles which can be purchased through their
employers in order that rural workers and urban
workers can avail of the tax break enjoyed by the
urban workers who use environmentally friendly
transport to travel to work. [27042/07]

Tánaiste and Minister for Finance (Deputy
Brian Cowen): There are no plans to introduce a
scheme of the kind referred to by the Deputy.
There is provision in the existing Benefit-in-Kind
arrangements to allow an employer to provide an
employee with a small benefit to a value not
exceeding \250 in any one year without applying
PAYE and PRSI to that benefit. If the \250 limit
is exceeded in any year the employee must pay
tax on the total value of any such benefits.

The purchase by an employer of a bicycle for
an employee could be covered by this provision,
subject to this \250 limit on the value of such
benefits in any tax year.

108. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Tánaiste and
Minister for Finance the reason a person (details
supplied) in County Kildare has not received the
arrears due to them in relation to emergency pay-
ment of PAYE; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [27058/07]

Tánaiste and Minister for Finance (Deputy
Brian Cowen): I have been advised by the
Revenue Commissioners that the taxpayer paid
emergency tax in a former employment, which
ceased on 1 July 2007. A new employer would
normally make a refund of any tax over deducted
in a previous employment following receipt of a
cumulative certificate of tax credits. A cumulative
certificate has issued in this case but as the tax-
payer is on unpaid sick leave at present, the new
employer is not in a position to make the neces-
sary refund. In the exceptional circumstances of
this case, the Revenue Commissioners have
arranged to have the emergency tax repaid to the
taxpayer. A notice of the repayment due,
together with cheque in settlement, will issue in
the coming days.

Site Acquisitions.

109. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Tánaiste
and Minister for Finance if the Office of Public
Works has succeeded in procuring a site for a
school (details supplied) in County Cork.
[27184/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Finance
(Deputy Noel Ahern): The Commissioners of
Public Works in Ireland act as agents for the
Department of Education and Science in the
acquisition of sites for schools. In the case of the
school in question, the requirement has been
advertised three times — most recently in

September, 2007. Two proposals are currently
under consideration and technical assessment, as
to their suitability for a school. It is expected that
this assessment will be completed by the end of
November and a report will be furnished to the
Department of Education and Science at that
stage.

Ministerial Staff.

110. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Tánaiste
and Minister for Finance the number of staff in
his constituency office; the number of these who
are civil servants; the number who are not; the
cost to the Exchequer of the salaries and
expenses in a full year for the civil servants and
non-civil service staff; if he will provide the infor-
mation in tabular form; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [27208/07]

Tánaiste and Minister for Finance (Deputy
Brian Cowen): The staffing of my constituency
office is set out below:

Title Number Salary Range

\

Personal Assistant 1 44,314 – 56,250

Personal Secretary 1 29,093 – 46,167

Executive Officer 1 29,093 – 46,167

Staff Officer 1 33,258 – 44,407

Clerical Officer 1 23,086 – 37,652

To date in 2007, overtime, salary related allow-
ances and other allowance payments amount to
\9,567.93. The amount paid in expenses for
foreign and domestic travel, official entertain-
ment and miscellaneous for the same period was
\1,163.56.

In addition to the above staff, there are 3 Cleri-
cal Officers (Salary Range \23,086 — \36,546)
who provide typing and administrative support
services to my private office, the constituency
office and to the Department of Finance Press
Office. The Personal Assistant and Personal Sec-
retary in my constituency office are employed on
a contract basis for the duration of my tenure. All
of the other staff in my constituency office are
permanent civil servants.

111. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Tánaiste
and Minister for Finance the number of staff in
his private office; the number of these who are
civil servants; the number who are not; the cost
to the Exchequer of the salaries and expenses in
a full year for the civil servants and non-civil
service staff; if he will provide the information in
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [27223/07]

Tánaiste and Minister for Finance (Deputy
Brian Cowen): The staffing of my private office
is set out below:
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Title Number Salary Range

\

Administrative Officer 1 33,439 – 59,213

Executive Officer 2 29,093 – 47,980

Staff Officer 2 33,258 – 44,407

Clerical Officer 3 23,086 – 37,652

To date in 2007, overtime, salary related allow-
ances and other allowance payments amount to
\35,131.57. The amount paid in expenses for
foreign and domestic travel, official entertain-
ment and miscellaneous for the same period was
\43,282.44.

In addition to the above staff, there are 3 Cleri-
cal Officers (Salary Range \23,086 — \36,546)
who provide typing and administrative support
services to my private office, the constituency
office and to the Department of Finance Press
Office. All of the staff in my private office are
permanent civil servants.

112. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Tánaiste
and Minister for Finance the number, for each
Minister of State assigned to his Department, of
staff in their constituency office; the number of
these who are civil servants; the number who are
not; the cost to the Exchequer of the salaries and
expenses in a full year for the civil servants and
non civil service staff; if he will provide the infor-
mation in tabular form; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [27238/07]

113. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Tánaiste
and Minister for Finance the number, for each
Minister of State assigned to his Department, of
staff in their private office; the number of these
who are civil servants; the number who are not;
the cost to the Exchequer of the salaries and
expenses in a full year for the civil servants and
non civil service staff; if he will provide the infor-
mation in tabular form; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [27253/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Finance
(Deputy Noel Ahern): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 112 and 113 together.

In relation to the Minister of State with
responsibility for the Office of Public Works the
information requested has been supplied in the
tables below as actual expenditure on overtime
and travel and subsistence expenses for the
period 13th June 2007 (when the current Minister
of State took up duty) to date and per annum
salary rates as at 5th November 2007.

Minister of State’s Private Office

Salaries Overtime Expenses

\168,885 \1,926.55 \665.87

4 Staff — all Civil Servants

Minister of State’s Constituency Office in the Office of Public
Works

Salaries Overtime Expenses

\196,487 \2,003.82 Nil

7 staff made up of 3 Civil Servants and 4 non-Civil Servants
including 2 Civilian Drivers whose duties cover both offices.

EU Directives.

114. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the
Tánaiste and Minister for Finance the EU
Directives awaiting incorporation into Irish law
in his Department; the deadline for incorpor-
ation; the date he foresees for implementation of
each directive; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [27312/07]

Tánaiste and Minister for Finance (Deputy
Brian Cowen): There is one EU Directive
awaiting transposition into Irish law by my
Department at the current time.

Directive 2007/18/EC makes two minor techni-
cal amendments to the Capital Requirements
Directive (2006/48/EC) relating to the treatment
of financial exposures to certain institutions and
multilateral development banks. This Directive
was due for transposition on 30th September
2007. It is currently at legal drafting stage. I
expect that this directive will be transposed very
shortly.

I wish to assure the Deputy that every effort is
being made in my Department, in conjunction
with the Office of the Attorney General, to
ensure that Directives are transposed on time.

Garda Stations.

115. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Tánaiste and
Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary
Question No. 207 of 26 September 2007, if there
are problems with the site map which is delaying
the re-opening of a Garda station (details
supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [27403/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Finance
(Deputy Noel Ahern): The Commissioners of
Public Works have recently received the agreed
Ordnance Survey site map from the Landlord, for
attachment to the Lease Agreement. The Chief
State Solicitor will now finalise all legal matters
relating to the Agreement and it will then be
executed by both parties. Following execution,
An Garda Sı́ochána can take possession of the
premises immediately.

Tax Code.

116. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Tánaiste
and Minister for Finance the way someone who
misses a flight can reclaim the tax paid from the
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airline or Revenue Commissioners; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [27441/07]

Tánaiste and Minister for Finance (Deputy
Brian Cowen): As indicated in my response to
Deputy Richard Bruton on 9 October 2007, since
the £5 travel tax was abolished in Budget 2000
there have been no Irish Government taxes lev-
ied on flights into, out of or within Ireland.

Disabled Drivers.

117. Deputy Seán Connick asked the Tánaiste
and Minister for Finance if his attention has been
drawn to the fact that the maximum rates of
repayment of vehicle registration tax and value
added tax on the purchase of a vehicle for a dis-
abled driver or disabled passenger and the
maximum rate of repayment of value added tax
on the cost of adapting a vehicle for a disabled
driver or disabled passenger have not increased
in twenty years; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [27502/07]

118. Deputy Seán Connick asked the Tánaiste
and Minister for Finance if he will index link the
maximum rates of repayment of vehicle regis-
tration tax and value added tax on the purchase
of a vehicle for a disabled driver or disabled pass-
enger and the maximum rate of repayment of
value added tax on the cost of adapting a vehicle
for a disabled driver or disabled passenger; and if
he will make a statement on the matter.
[27503/07]

119. Deputy Seán Connick asked the Tánaiste
and Minister for Finance if he will review the
restrictive medical criteria for recognition of a
disability as recognised under the Disabled Driv-
ers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions)
Regulations, 1994; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27504/07]

120. Deputy Seán Connick asked the Tánaiste
and Minister for Finance if he will remove the
engine size limits of 2,000 cc for drivers and 4,000
cc for passengers operational under the Disabled
Drivers (Tax Concessions) Regulations, 1989; and
if he will make a statement on the matter.
[27505/07]

Tánaiste and Minister for Finance (Deputy
Brian Cowen): I propose to take Questions Nos.
117 to 120, inclusive, together.

The Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers
(Tax Concessions) Scheme provides relief from
VAT and Vehicle Registration Tax (up to a cer-
tain limit) on the purchase of an adapted car for
transport of a person with specific severe and per-
manent physical disabilities, as well as relief from
excise on the fuel used in the car, up to a certain
limit. The disability criteria for these concessions
are set out in the Disabled Drivers and Disabled

Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations 1994.
To get a Primary Medical Certificate, an appli-
cant must be permanently and severely disabled
within the terms of these Regulations.

As the Deputy will be aware, there was an
interdepartmental review of the Scheme.
However, given the scale and the scope of the
scheme, any possible changes can only be made
after careful consideration and with regard to the
existing and prospective cost of the scheme and
the available resources. In this context, I consider
any possible changes within the framework of the
annual Budgetary process.

Tax Code.

121. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Tánaiste
and Minister for Finance his views on introducing
a measure in Budget 2008 allowing financial insti-
tutions to provide DIRT free saving accounts to
young people under 25 similar to those which
those aged over 65 can avail of; the estimated cost
of such a measure; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27544/07]

Tánaiste and Minister for Finance (Deputy
Brian Cowen): The Finance Act 2007 introduced
a new scheme to allow the operation of DIRT
free savings accounts. To qualify, there are two
conditions: be aged 65 years of age or over and
total income must not exceed the relevant exemp-
tion threshold, i.e. \19,000 (for an individual) or
\38,000 (for a married couple). I have no plans
to introduce a similar exemption for any other
category of taxpayer. Information is not available
that would provide an estimate of the cost of
introducing such an exemption.

122. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Tánaiste
and Minister for Finance his views on increasing
the rent tax allowance in Budget 2008; the esti-
mated cost of doubling the rent tax allowance for
those under 55 to \3600 for a single person and
\7200 for married or widowed; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [27546/07]

Tánaiste and Minister for Finance (Deputy
Brian Cowen): I am informed by the Revenue
Commissioners that the most recent year for
which complete information on the cost of rent
relief to the Exchequer is available is for the
income tax year 2004. Using that data, the full
year cost to the Exchequer of rent relief for those
aged under 55 years is projected at \67 million
in 2007 terms. On this basis, a doubling of the
allowance could cost in the region of an
additional \67 million but could be less,
depending on the extent to which the additional
tax relief could be absorbed by claimants and
assuming no significant increase in the level of
take up by taxpayers.

All income tax provisions are reviewed regu-
larly, particularly in the context of the annual
Budget. The Budget is less than a month away. It
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has been the practice of successive Ministers for
Finance not to comment on tax changes in the
run up to the annual Budget and I do not propose
to depart from that approach.

National Drugs Strategy.

123. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the
Tánaiste and Minister for Finance if he will make
provision in Budget 2008 for additional funding
for the rehabilitation of drug users including
funding for additional hospital beds for rehabili-
tation; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27550/07]

Tánaiste and Minister for Finance (Deputy
Brian Cowen): I will present Budget 2008 to the
Dáil on 5 December 2007 and as is normal I will
not comment on the contents of the Budget in
advance of that date.

Tax Code.

124. Deputy Margaret Conlon asked the
Tánaiste and Minister for Finance if there are
plans to substantially increase the stamp duty rate
bands for farm land to take account of inflation
in values over the past five years. [27551/07]

Tánaiste and Minister for Finance (Deputy
Brian Cowen): As the Deputy will be aware,
changes to stamp duty are considered in the con-
text of the annual Budget and Finance Bill cycle.

125. Deputy Margaret Conlon asked the
Tánaiste and Minister for Finance if he has plans
to make a decision to treat the Diversification
Fund in the context of Budget 2008 as capital
rather than income, while clarifying that the capi-
tal receipt is not arising from the disposal of an
asset. [27552/07]

Tánaiste and Minister for Finance (Deputy
Brian Cowen): The tax treatment of income
derived from the payment of diversification aid
to former sugar beet growers is a matter for the
Revenue Commissioners. I am informed by the
Commissioners that based on the information
available to them on the current proposals for the
payment of such aid the payments will be subject
to income tax.

As regards Budget 2008, it is a long-standing
practice of the Minister for Finance not to com-
ment in advance of the Budget on any tax or
expenditure matters that might be the subject of
Budget decisions.

126. Deputy Margaret Conlon asked the
Tánaiste and Minister for Finance his views on
whether no capital grants tax should arise on the
disposal of farmland to a local authority for road
building or road widening purposes provided the
proceeds of the compensation are re-invested in
farm business assets where it can be demon-
strated that the re-investment is necessary for

future farm viability; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27553/07]

Tánaiste and Minister for Finance (Deputy
Brian Cowen): I assume that the Deputy has in
mind the re-introduction of roll-over relief.

It was announced in the 2003 Budget that no
roll-over relief would be allowed for any purpose
on gains arising from disposals on or after 4
December 2002. This relief was introduced when
CGT rates were much higher than current levels.
The abolition of this relief was in accordance with
the overall taxation policy of widening the tax
base in order to keep direct tax rates low.

Changes to the tax system are considered in the
context of the annual Budget and Finance Bill
cycle.

As the Deputy will be aware, there is already
in place a generous package of reliefs that con-
tinue to be available exclusively to the farming
sector.

Counterfeit Goods.

127. Deputy Damien English asked the
Tánaiste and Minister for Finance the number of
inspectors that are employed by customs to inves-
tigate the sale of counterfeit goods to the public;
the region that each inspector covers; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [27562/07]

Tánaiste and Minister for Finance (Deputy
Brian Cowen): I am advised by the Revenue
Commissioners that, in accordance with Council
Regulation (EC) No. 1383/2003, controls on the
movement of counterfeit goods apply at the point
of importation into the European Communities.
Revenue has responsibility for enforcing this
legislation where counterfeit goods are imported
into Ireland from outside the EC. The legislation
works on the basis that Rights Holders seeking
protection for their goods apply to Revenue.
(Currently, there are 297 such requests). When
suspect goods are identified at importation, the
Right Holder is contacted in order to verify the
validity of the goods. If the goods are found to
be counterfeit, they are liable to seizure and the
persons involved are liable to prosecution.
Revenue has appointed a specific coordinator in
relation to intellectual property rights (IPR) to
bring greater focus to these issues and to enhance
liaison with traders.

Revenue Customs officials engaged in con-
trolling goods at points of entry (ports, airports
and mail centres) have primary responsibility in
ensuring enforcement of legislation relating to a
wide range of prohibited goods including
counterfeit goods. In addition, where illegally
imported counterfeit goods, or counterfeit goods
on which the appropriate excise duties have not
been paid, are detected elsewhere within the
jurisdiction, they are liable to seizure.

The precise number of staff engaged in this
activity will vary from time to time having regard
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to different risk priorities and the resources avail-
able, but generally in excess of 300 officers are
involved in the enforcement of such controls, as
part of their regular duties.

There have been 191 seizures of counterfeit
goods by Customs officials so far this year (to end
September) involving 24,550 items with a value
of \983,980.

It should be noted that matters relating to the
sale of counterfeit goods (other than excisable
goods) which are not illegally imported into the
EC is primarily a matter for An Garda Sı́ochána.

Health Services.

128. Deputy Phil Hogan asked the Minister for
Health and Children when the \4.5 million allo-
cated in 2007 will be agreed with the Rape Crisis
Network of Ireland; if this finance will be paid
in 2007; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [26995/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher):
The Deputy’s question relates to the funding,
management and delivery of health and personal
social services, which are the responsibility of the
Health Service Executive under the Health Act
2004. Accordingly, my Department has requested
the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Execu-
tive to arrange to have this matter investigated
and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Child Care Services.

129. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister
for Health and Children if she will provide details
regarding the locations of all child care facilities
in County Cork funded under the EOCP.
[27185/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Brendan Smith): As the
Deputy will be aware, I have responsibility for
the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme
2000-2006(EOCP) and the National Childcare
Investment Programme 2006-2010 (NCIP), which
are being implemented by the Office of the Mini-
ster for Children. A list of childcare facilities in
County Cork who have received funding under
the EOCP will be sent to the Deputy.

Proposed Legislation.

130. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Health and Children if forced marriage is a
specific offence under Irish law; if she will intro-
duce legislation in this area; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [27199/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): While there is no specific pro-
vision in Irish statute law which makes forced
marriage an offence, there are a number of

measures which aim to ensure that marriage is
entered into voluntarily and with full knowledge
and consent.

The statutory provisions governing notice of
intention to marry, solemnisation and registration
of marriage are contained in the Civil Regis-
tration Act 2004. Section 2(2) of the Act provides
that there is an impediment to a marriage if one,
or both of the parties is already married; or if one
or both of the parties is under 18 years of age,
unless an exemption from the age requirement
has been granted by the Circuit or High Court
under Section 33 of the Family Law Act 1995.
Section 47 of the Civil Registration Act provides
that such an exemption may only be granted by a
court if the applicants show that it is justified by
serious reasons and is in their interests. A mar-
riage would be void if the parties are within the
prohibited degrees of relationship (i.e. if they are
closely related by blood or marriage).

Section 46 of the Civil Registration Act
requires parties to an intended marriage to attend
at a registrar’s office to give three months notice
of intention to marry and to make a written dec-
laration that there is no impediment to the mar-
riage. This provision also gives the registrar auth-
ority to request evidence as to the names,
addresses, marital status, age and nationality of
the parties to an intended marriage. Notices of
intention to marry may be published and are
available for inspection at the registrar’s office.

Section 48 of the Civil Registration Act pro-
vides for the issue of a Marriage Registration
Form (MRF), without which no marriage may be
legally solemnised. An MRF will only be issued
if the registrar is satisfied that all of the statutory
requirements for a valid marriage have been met.
In addition, a marriage may not be solemnised
unless one of the parties to the marriage gives the
MRF to the person solemnising the marriage for
examination by him or her, prior to the marriage.

Section 51 of the Act governs the manner in
which a marriage shall be solemnised. A marriage
may only be solemnised by a registered solem-
niser. A solemniser shall not solemnise a mar-
riage unless both parties are present, two wit-
nesses over 18 years of age are present, the place
where the marriage is solemnised is open to the
public and he or she is satisfied that the parties
to the marriage understand the nature of the mar-
riage ceremony and the declarations that must be
made as part of the ceremony. These declarations
are to the effect that (a) there is no impediment
to the marriage and (b) they accept each other as
husband and wife. This section also makes pro-
vision for interpretation where the solemniser,
the parties to the marriage, or the witnesses do
not have a sufficient knowledge of the language
of the ceremony.

Section 53 of the Act provides for the establish-
ment and maintenance of a register of solem-
nisers, which is open to inspection by members
of the public. Religious bodies may apply to the
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Registrar General to have members registered in
the register of solemnisers. In order to be regis-
tered, a person must be nominated by a religious
body whose form of ceremony includes the
required declarations referred to above. Section
55 provides for the cancellation of a registration
in certain circumstances.

Section 58 of the Civil Registration Act pro-
vides for the making of objections to a marriage
prior to solemnisation.

Offences in relation to the solemnisation of
marriage are set out in Section 69(10) of the Civil
Registration Act. An offence is committed if: a
registered solemniser solemnises a marriage other
than in accordance with the requirements of
Section 51; a person who is not a registered sol-
emniser solemnises a marriage; the solemniser
fails to examine the MRF prior to the ceremony;
a solemniser or a party to a marriage engage in
a marriage ceremony where the notice required
under Section 46 was not given; a party to a mar-
riage makes a false declaration that there is no
impediment to the marriage.

A person guilty of an offence under Section
69(10) shall be liable on summary conviction to a
fine not exceeding \2,000 or imprisonment for a
term not exceeding 6 months, or both.

By its very nature, a forced marriage is going
to involve some form of coercion, threat, intimi-
dation, physical assault or restraint, abduction or
unlawful detention. These matters fall to be dealt
with under the criminal law.

There is a well established legal principle in
common law that a full, free and informed con-
sent is essential for a valid marriage. Full, free
and informed consent would not be present in
cases of insanity or unsoundness of mind, intoxi-
cation, mistake, misrepresentation, fear, duress,
intimidation or undue influence.

In view of the above, I am satisfied that all
reasonable measures are in place to prevent
forced marriages and to provide a remedy where
full, free and informed consent is absent.

Genetically Modified Organisms.

131. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the
Minister for Health and Children the extent to
which genetically modified food or food products
are imported here and to other EU countries; and
if she will make a statement on the matter.
[27512/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher):
The following GM foods are authorised for sale
in all EU Member States:

• vegetable oil from oil seed rape;

• vegetable oil from cotton seed;

• maize products;

• soya products;

• sugar beet products.

These products are normally used as food
ingredients and have been identified in a variety
of products such as vegetable casseroles, gluten-
free reduced sugar rusks, soya protein mince,
soya protein chunks, soya biscuits and cakes, soya
bran, soya flour, infant formula, soya cream, soya
yogurt, soya drink, soya dessert, lecithin granules
derived from soya bean and maize meal, tortilla
chips, taco shells, breadcrumbs for chicken, and
burger and corn snacks derived from maize. This
list, however, is not exhaustive.

There is no information available to my
Department in regard to the quantities of the var-
ious GM products place on the Irish market; in
any event, such information is not required in the
context of food safety.

Mental Health Services.

132. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister
for Health and Children if she will confirm that
funds realised from the sale of hospitals and lands
and assets in the mental health sector will be ring
fenced for future investment in the mental health
services sector; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [27567/07]

213. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister
for Health and Children if she will ensure that
funds realised from the sale of assets, hospitals
and lands in the mental health sector will be ring
fenced for future investment in that sector, if the
Department of Finance agree to ring fence the
said funds for investment in mental health
services and investment plan; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [27568/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Jimmy Devins): I propose
to take Questions Nos. 132 and 213 together.

The Report of the Expert Group on Mental
Health Policy, “A Vision for Change” was
launched in January 2006 and has been accepted
by Government as the basis for the future
development of mental health services. This
policy envisions an active, flexible and com-
munity-based mental health service where the
need for hospital admission will be greatly
reduced. It will require substantial funding, but
there is considerable equity in buildings and lands
within the current mental health system, which
could be realised to fund this plan. “A Vision for
Change” recommends that steps be taken to
bring about the closure of all psychiatric hospitals
and to re-invest the resources released by these
closures in the mental health service.

The closure of mental hospitals and the rein-
vestment of the proceeds will take place on a
phased basis. Hospitals can only close when the
clinical needs of the remaining patients have been
addressed in more appropriate settings such as
additional community residences, day hospitals
and day centres together with a substantial
increase in the number of well trained, fully
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staffed, community-based multi-disciplinary
Community Mental Health Teams as is recom-
mended in a “A Vision for Change”.

The assessment and realisation of the full econ-
omic value of psychiatric hospital buildings and
lands is the responsibility of the HSE.

133. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister
for Health and Children the process that was used
to arrive at the decision to relocate the Central
Mental Hospital from Dundrum to the proposed
prison site at Thornton Hall in north County
Dublin; if expert committees, staff management
or senior Health Service Executive officials were
consulted on the suitability of the site for the pur-
pose of a central mental hospital; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [27569/07]

209. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister
for Health and Children the process used to
arrive at the decision to relocate the Central
Mental Hospital from Dundrum to Thornton
Hall prison site in north County Dublin; if expert
committees or the relevant officers in the Health
Service Executive and the management of the
Central Mental Hospital were consulted on the
suitability of the site for the purpose of a central
mental hospital, prior to the decision; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [27537/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Jimmy Devins): I propose
to take Questions Nos. 133 and 209 together.

In February 2003 the Department of Health
and Children established a Project Team to pro-
gress the redevelopment of the Central Mental
Hospital. The Project Team, which comprised
key stakeholders, including representatives from
the Central Mental Hospital, the then health
boards, the Irish Prison Service and the Depart-
ment of Health and Children, recommended that
the hospital be relocated to a new purpose built
facility in the greater Dublin area, with ready
access to the M50.

In February 2004, the Government decided
that the Ministers for Health and Children and
Justice, Equality and Law Reform should consult
on the future of the CMH in the context of the
plans to replace Mountjoy Prison. In November
2004 the Government decided that in principle,
and subject to further study, the CMH should be
transferred to the same site as the proposed new
prison. It later agreed the purchase of Thornton
Hall for the provision of the prison.

In May 2006, the Government formally
approved the development of a new national for-
ensic mental health facility at Thornton Hall,
County Dublin and that the cost of developing
the new facility would be met from the proceeds
of the sale of the existing site in Dundrum. This
decision was consistent with a recommendation
contained in “A Vision for Change” — the report

of the expert Group on Mental Health Policy
which recommended that the CMH should be
replaced or remodelled to allow it to provide care
and treatment in a modern, up-to-date humane
setting and that the capacity of the CMH should
be maximised.

The redevelopment of the CMH will constitute
a separate capital development project indepen-
dent of the prison complex to replace Mountjoy
Prison, and will be owned and managed by the
Health Service Executive (HSE). The new
hospital will be built on its own campus and will
retain its identity as a distinct, separate, thera-
peutic health facility. The new hospital will also
have its own grounds with a separate entrance
and address to the prison complex.

Health Services.

134. Deputy Brian Hayes asked the Minister
for Health and Children the action she will take
in respect of a case of a person (details supplied)
in Dublin 24 which was brought to the attention
of the Health Service Executive three weeks ago
by way of correspondence from this Deputy; and
if she will make a statement on the matter.
[26866/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher):
The Deputy’s question relates to the funding,
management and delivery of health and personal
social services, which are the responsibility of the
Health Service Executive under the Health Act
2004. Accordingly, my Department has requested
the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Execu-
tive to arrange to have this matter investigated
and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Child Care Services.

135. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Mini-
ster for Health and Children when an announce-
ment will be made regarding an application for
funding by a crèche (details supplied) in County
Sligo; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [26885/07]

152. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Mini-
ster for Health and Children when a grant will be
awarded to a crèche (details supplied) in County
Sligo; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [26988/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Brendan Smith): I propose
to take Questions Nos. 135 and 152 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, I have responsi-
bility for the Equal Opportunities Childcare
Programme 2000-2006 (EOCP) and the National
Childcare Investment Programme 2006-2010
(NCIP), which are being implemented by the
Office of the Minister for Children.
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With regard to the application for capital grant
assistance under the National Childcare Invest-
ment Programme 2006-2010 referred to in the
question, I understand that it is currently being
assessed by Pobal, the agency engaged to admin-
ister the grants. Following the assessment of the
application, a recommendation will be made by
the Programme Appraisal Committee (PAC),
prior to a decision being made by the Secretary
General of the Department of Health and
Children.

As the Deputy will be aware the NCIP came
into effect from 1 January 2006, with an allo-
cation of \357 million for capital projects during
the 5 year period of 2006-2010. This funding is
allocated for each year subject to the rules gov-
erning capital expenditure and the multi-annual
investment framework, which are also conditions
of the sanction given by the Department of Fin-
ance each year for capital expenditure including
the NCIP. Due to the success of the scheme to
date, the existing capital commitments under the
programme has reached the approved ceiling of
\132 million for this year and it is not possible for
this Office to enter into further capital commit-
ments under the NCIP before January 2008 when
the ceiling will adjust. However, should the appli-
cation in question be assessed by Pobal and
recommended by the PAC before the end of this
year, it will be submitted for consideration and
approval by the Secretary General of the Depart-
ment of Health and Children at the earliest
opportunity in January 2008.

To date no application for staffing assistance
has been submitted by this Group.

Ambulance Service.

136. Deputy P. J. Sheehan asked the Minister
for Health and Children further to Parliamentary
Question No. 148 of 17 October 2007 and the
reply received (details supplied), if she will now
publish the report submitted by the Military Air-
worthiness Authority to the Hospital Network
Manager; the reports recommendations that have
been implemented; when the recommendations
that have not been implemented will be; if she
will list each occasion that a helicopter has landed
for medical reasons at either Bantry General
Hospital or at the nearby airstrip; the type of heli-
copter used and the mission type in the past ten
years; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [26886/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): Neither myself, nor my Depart-
ment have received the report referred to by the
Deputy. Therefore since the rest of the question
refers to operational issues and operational
responsibility for the management and delivery of
health and personal social services was assigned
to the Health Service Executive under the Health
Act 2004. The Executive is the appropriate body
to consider the particular issues raised by the

Deputy. My Department has requested the
Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive
to arrange to have the matters investigated and
to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Health Services.

137. Deputy Billy Timmins asked the Minister
for Health and Children the position is in relation
to a person (details supplied) in County Wicklow;
if they will be seen as a matter of urgency in Naas;
if this service is not available in Naas, the location
where they can go to get the speech therapy they
need; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [26889/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Jimmy Devins): The
Deputy’s question relates to the management and
delivery of health and personal services, which
are the responsibility of the Health Service
Executive under the Health Act 2004. Accord-
ingly, my Department has requested the
Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive
to arrange to have this matter investigated and to
have a reply issued directly to the Deputy. As the
Deputy may be aware an additional sum of \75m
for revenue purposes was provided to the Health
Service Executive for Disability Services in the
2007 Budget. This amount incorporates the 2007
element of the Government’s multi-annual
investment programme for the National Dis-
ability Strategy. This Strategy is committed to
enhancing, the level and range of multi-dis-
ciplinary support services to adults and children
with an intellectual, physical and sensory dis-
ability and those with autism, including Therapy
Services.

Hospital Services.

138. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for
Health and Children the position in relation to a
person (details supplied) in County Clare who is
waiting to have an ICP monitor carried out in
Beaumount Hospital Neurosurgery Department;
if this procedure will be dealt with as a matter of
urgency; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [26902/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): Operational responsibility for the
management and delivery of health and personal
social services was assigned to the Health Service
Executive and funding for all health services has
been provided as part of its overall Vote. There-
fore, the Executive is the appropriate body to
consider the particular case raised by the Deputy.
My Department has requested the Parliamentary
Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to
have this case investigated and to have a reply
issued directly to the Deputy.
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Medical Cards.

139. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for
Health and Children if she will put in place a
review of the conditions governing qualification
for the medical card; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [26903/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): At present, medical cards are
granted primarily on the basis of means and indi-
vidual circumstances. Under the Health Act,
2004, determination of eligibility for medical
cards is the responsibility of the Health Service
Executive. Persons aged seventy years and over
are automatically entitled to a medical card, irres-
pective of means. The HSE has discretion, in
cases of exceptional need, to provide assistance
to individuals where undue hardship would other-
wise be caused.

Medical cards are made available to persons
and their dependants who would otherwise
experience undue hardship in meeting the cost of
General Practitioner (GP) services. In 2005 the
GP visit card was introduced as a graduated
benefit so that people on lower incomes, partic-
ularly parents of young children, who do not
qualify for a medical card would not be deterred
on cost grounds from visiting their GP.

Since the beginning of 2005 substantial changes
have been made to the way in which people’s
eligibility for a medical card is assessed and these
apply equally to the assessment process for a GP
visit card. The income guidelines have been
increased by a cumulative 29% and in addition
allowance is now made for reasonable expenses
incurred in respect of mortgage/rent, childcare
and travel to work costs. In June 2006 I agreed
with the Health Service Executive a further
adjustment to the assessment guidelines for GP
visit cards and these are now 50% higher than
those in respect of medical cards. For medical
card and GP Visit Card applications, the HSE
now considers an applicant’s income after tax and
PRSI are deducted, rather than total income.
Allowances are also made for expenses on child-
care, rent and mortgage costs and the cost of
travel to work.

Currently, my Department is preparing legis-
lation to clarify and update existing legislation on
eligibility for health and personal social services.
The Bill will define specific health and personal
services more clearly; define who should be eli-
gible for what services; set out clear criteria for
eligibility; establish when and in what circum-
stances charges may be made and provide for an
appeals framework. My Department is currently
examining the range of services that will be
defined in legislation. It is expected that the legis-
lation will be published in 2008.

Health Services.

140. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for

Health and Children if and when a primary medi-
cal certificate will be awarded to a person (details
supplied) in County Clare; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [26904/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Jimmy Devins): The
Deputy’s question relates to the management and
delivery of health and personal social services,
which are the responsibility of the Health Service
Executive under the Health Act 2004. Accord-
ingly, my Department has requested the
Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive
to arrange to have this matter investigated and to
have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Drugs Reimbursement Arrangements.

141. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for
Health and Children the steps she has taken to
resolve the dispute between the Health Service
Executive and the Irish Pharmaceutical Union; if
she has had discussions with pharmacists since
her recent announcement in respect of the new
proposals in regard to the purchase and dispen-
sing of drugs; if so, the position regarding these
discussions; her views on the impact that these
proposals will have on the viability of pharmacies
throughout Ireland; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [26905/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): I have previously outlined in
detail to the Oireachtas the legal provisions under
competition law which prevent the HSE from
negotiating with the Irish Pharmaceutical Union
(IPU) on fees, prices or margins for their
members. When it became clear that the HSE
could not negotiate with pharmacists or whole-
salers on fees or margins, a detailed, fair and
transparent consultation process, including inde-
pendent economic analysis and public consul-
tation, was carried out to inform the final deter-
mination of the new reimbursement pricing
arrangements for drugs and medicines under the
GMS and community drugs schemes. These new
arrangements were announced by the HSE on 17
September 2007.

In regard to the new reimbursement prices, the
main wholesaler companies have confirmed to
the HSE they will charge community pharmacists
the same price for these drugs and medicines as
pharmacists will be reimbursed by the HSE for
these products. The HSE has been provided with
no evidence to indicate that the impact on indi-
vidual pharmacies will be detrimental, having
regard to the totality of fees and mark-ups under
the GMS and community drugs schemes.

All the evidence available to the joint
HSE/Department of Health and Children team
dealing with this issue indicated that the State was
paying a premium for this service and that the
new arrangements will save the HSE about \100
million in 2008.
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To address concerns expressed by the IPU, on
behalf of community pharmacists, about the
implications of the legal advice on competition
law on their right to negotiate fees through the
Union, a process of dialogue was established,
chaired by Bill Shipsey SC, to explore ways in
which concerns raised by the IPU about the
implications of this legal advice might be
addressed.

Despite suspension of this process during the
recent withdrawal by individual pharmacists of
methadone services, there is now renewed
engagement between the Irish Pharmaceutical
Union and the HSE under the auspices of Mr.
Shipsey.

Health Services.

142. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for
Health and Children her plans to extend speech
and language therapy services for children in
County Clare; if she will provide additional
tutoring services for children with speech and lan-
guage difficulties in County Clare; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [26906/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Jimmy Devins): As the
Deputy may be aware, additional funding of
\75m for revenue purposes was provided to the
Health Service Executive for Disability Services
in the 2007 Budget. This amount incorporates the
2007 element of the Government’s multi-annual
investment programme for the National Dis-
ability Strategy. This Strategy is committed to
enhancing the level and range of multi-dis-
ciplinary support services to adults and children
with an intellectual, physical and sensory dis-
ability and those with autism.

The Deputy’s question relates to the manage-
ment and delivery of health and personal social
services, which are the responsibility of the
Health Service Executive under the Health Act
2004. Accordingly, my Department has requested
the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Execu-
tive to arrange to have this matter investigated
and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Health Repayment Scheme.

143. Deputy Brendan Kenneally asked the
Minister for Health and Children if she will con-
firm the rights of Members of the Oireachtas to
make representations and receive detailed
responses from the Health Service Executive in
relation to the health repayment scheme, rather
than receiving unsigned generic replies; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [26915/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): The Health Service Executive
(HSE) has responsibility for administering the
health repayment scheme in conjunction with the

appointed scheme administrator
KPMG/McCann Fitzgerald.

The HSE has informed my Department that
the Data Protection laws governing the repay-
ment process are particularly strict and are pri-
marily aimed at protecting the privacy and rights
of all applicants. Therefore the Scheme Adminis-
trator cannot divulge information about part-
icular claims to the Public Representatives.
However, the Scheme Administrator have put a
process in place in order to deal with this privacy
issue. Firstly they correspond directly with the
claimant by phoning them and updating them on
the current status of their application. The
Scheme Administrator also advise them of the
representation by the Member on their behalf.
They then write to the Member informing them
that this has been done. This ensures that the
privacy and the rights of applicants are main-
tained in a scheme where not divulging infor-
mation to third parties is at the core of their
processes.

The HSE have informed me that they will
endeavour to provide public representatives with
as much individual information where possible
within the requirements of the Data Protection
Legislation.

Ambulance Service.

144. Deputy Enda Kenny asked the Minister
for Health and Children the further progress that
has been made since her reply to Parliamentary
Question No. 185 of 10 October 2007 regarding
payments due under the final phase of the pre-
vious social partnership agreement Sustaining
Progress and the first and second phase of the
current social partnership agreement Towards
2016 which are due to ambulance personnel in
the Health Service Executive west area who are
members of SIPTU; when the National joint
council will be in a position to recommend that
payments be made; when these payments will be
made; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [26916/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): As already stated in the response
provided to Parliamentary Question No. 185 of
10 October 2007, sanction for payment of pay
increases due under the final phase of the pre-
vious Social Partnership Agreement, Sustaining
Progress, and the first and second phase of the
current Social Partnership Agreement, Towards
2016, was withheld in relation to ambulance per-
sonnel, HSE West, members of SIPTU, due to
their non co-operation with a move to a new com-
bined ambulance and fire control centre — Camp
West (Computer Aided Mobile Project) in the
HSE West.

My Department was advised by the Health
Service Executive Employes Agency yesterday
that this industrial relations dispute has now been
resolved and that the ambulance personnel con-
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cerned are co-operating with implementation
arrangements. Written confirmation of this is
awaited from the joint secretaries of the National
Joint Council. On receipt of such confirmation,
the Secretary General of my Department will be
in a position to make a final decision as to the
appropriate effective date(s) for payment of the
withheld increases.

Health Repayment Scheme.

145. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister
for Health and Children the number of appli-
cations for refunds under the nursing homes com-
pensation scheme; the number refused; the
reasons given; the numbers sanctioned; the sums
due to be paid; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [26957/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): The Health Service Executive
(HSE) has responsibility for administering the
health repayment scheme in conjunction with the
appointed scheme administrator KPMG/
McCann Fitzgerald.

The HSE has informed my Department that
since the commencement of the scheme over
30,000 claims have been received and to date
4,353 payments totalling over \86.7 million have
issued. 6,590 offers of repayment, totalling over
\125.2 million, have been made.

The HSE have also informed my Department
that 3,943 applications have been rejected up to
26 October 2007. There are a variety of reasons
for applications being rejected and these include
instances where the relevant person died prior to
9 December 1998, where the relevant person
resided in an institution not within the scope of
the scheme and where duplicate applications
were received on behalf of the relevant person.

The Scheme Administrator and the HSE are
confident that all claims submitted by eligible
applicants by 31 December 2007 will be processed
within the 2 year time frame allotted for the
Scheme which is due to end on 30 June 2008.

General Medical Services Scheme.

146. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister
for Health and Children if she will clarify the
situation regarding entitlement of new general
practitioners practices to see clients who have GP
visit cards. [26959/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): Under the Health Act 2004, the
Health Service Executive (HSE) has the
responsibility to manage and deliver, or arrange
to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal
social services. This includes responsibility for
arranging for the provision of general practitioner
services to persons covered by the General Medi-
cal Services (GMS) Scheme and persons who

qualify for a GP visit card. The award of contracts
for these services is normally through open com-
petition and interview, following advertisements
in national and medical newspapers. All suitably
qualified medical practitioners may apply for
these contracts.

Under the terms of further agreements reached
in the context of the extension of medical card
coverage to all persons aged 70 and over, and the
introduction of the GP visit card, arrangements
were made permitting GPs who at that time did
not hold a GMS contract to obtain a contract in
respect of providing a service to such patients,
with an option to become eligible for a full GMS
contract in due course.

At present the HSE is required, under the
terms of the agreement negotiated with the Irish
Medical Organisation (IMO), when deciding to
fill a vacant GP patient panel or to create a new
patient panel, to take account of the potential
viability of such a panel under a range of
headings.

I regard the existing arrangements in this
regard as unnecessarily restrictive and it is my
wish, therefore, that new contractual arrange-
ments, which are to be developed for the pro-
vision of publicly funded general practitioner
services, should ensure that HSE contracts for GP
services are open to all suitably qualified and
equipped providers.

Cancer Screening Programme.

147. Deputy Jimmy Deenihan asked the Mini-
ster for Health and Children when BreastCheck
is expected to be rolled out to County Kerry; and
if she will make a statement on the matter.
[26962/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): BreastCheck commenced the
screening process in the Southern region in
October. I have allocated additional revenue
funding of \8 million to the National Cancer
Screening Service for this year to meet the
additional costs involved in national roll-out. The
full complement of 111 staff for roll-out has been
approved. I have also made available an
additional \26.7 million capital funding for the
construction of two new clinical units and the pro-
vision of seven additional mobile units and state
of the art digital equipment. The expansion of the
BreastCheck programme to the Southern region
covers counties Kerry, Cork, Waterford,
Limerick and Tipperary South Riding. Screening
in individual counties will be dictated by
BreastCheck’s management and operational con-
siderations.

Hospital Waiting Lists.

148. Deputy John Cregan asked the Minister
for Health and Children when an appointment
will issue to a person (details supplied) in County
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Limerick for a medical appointment at University
Hospital, Cork; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [26972/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): Operational responsibility for the
management and delivery of health and personal
social services was assigned to the Health Service
Executive and funding for all health services has
been provided as part of its overall Vote. There-
fore, the Executive is the appropriate body to
consider the particular case raised by the Deputy.
My Department has requested the Parliamentary
Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to
have this case investigated and to have a reply
issued directly to the Deputy.

Child Care Services.

149. Deputy Enda Kenny asked the Minister
for Health and Children when funding will be
released in respect of a community child care
facility (details supplied) in County Mayo; if he
will confirm that an application has been received
in his Department from the group involved; when
these payments will be made; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [26978/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Brendan Smith): As the
Deputy will be aware, I have responsibility for
the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme
2000-2006 (EOCP) and the National Childcare
Investment Programme 2006-2010 (NCIP), which
are being implemented by the Office of the Mini-
ster for Children.

The Group in question has recently been
approved an interim NCIP staffing grant of
\31,200 for the period to 31 December 2007. I
understand from enquiries made that Pobal, who
manage the day to day operation of the EOCP
and NCIP on behalf of my Office, forwarded the
Group’s first staffing payment of \23,400 on 15
October. They will receive their remaining instal-
ment of staffing funding when the information
requested by Pobal, who have been in contact
with the Group, has been received and finalised.

This Group were also approved a capital grant
of \707,646 under the EOCP in March 2005. The
final payment of \3,389 will be paid when the
paperwork outstanding is received and finalised
by Pobal.

Hospital Accommodation.

150. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for
Health and Children the step-down facilities that
will be provided at a hospital (details supplied) in
County Wexford; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [26979/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): Operational responsibility for the
management and delivery of health and personal
social services is a matter for the Health Service

Executive and funding for all health services has
been provided as part of its overall Vote. There-
fore, the Executive is the appropriate body to
consider the particular case raised by the Deputy.
My Department has requested the Parliamentary
Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to
have the matter investigated and to have a reply
issued directly to the Deputy.

Health Service Staff.

151. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for
Health and Children when further posts will be
available for speech and language therapists
(details supplied) in County Wexford; if same will
be expedited; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [26980/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Jimmy Devins): The
Deputy’s question relates to the management and
delivery of health and personal services, which
are the responsibility of the Health Service
Executive under the Health Act 2004. Accord-
ingly, my Department has requested the
Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive
to arrange to have this matter investigated and to
have a reply issued directly to the Deputy. As the
Deputy may be aware an additional sum of \75m
for revenue purposes was provided to the Health
Service Executive for Disability Services in 2007
Budget. This amount incorporates the 2007
element of the Government’s multi-annual
investment programme for the National Dis-
ability Strategy. This Strategy is committed to
enhancing, the level and range of multi-dis-
ciplinary support services to adults and children
with an intellectual, physical and sensory dis-
ability and those with autism, including Therapy
Services.

Question No. 152 answered with Question
No. 135.

Hospital Waiting Lists.

153. Deputy John Cregan asked the Minister
for Health and Children if a person (details
supplied) in County Limerick will secure an early
appointment at Cork University Hospital; and if
she will make a statement on the matter.
[26999/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): Operational responsibility for the
management and delivery of health and personal
social services was assigned to the Health Service
Executive and funding for all health services has
been provided as part of its overall Vote. There-
fore, the Executive is the appropriate body to
consider the particular case raised by the Deputy.
My Department has requested the Parliamentary
Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to
have this case investigated and to have a reply
issued directly to the Deputy.
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Patients waiting more than three months on a
surgical waiting list may qualify for treatment
under the National Treatment Purchase Fund. It
is open to the person in question or anyone acting
on their behalf to contact the Fund directly in
relation to their case.

Health Services.

154. Deputy John Cregan asked the Minister
for Health and Children the progress made by the
Health Service Executive to offer suitable
employment contracts to taxi and hackney drivers
who are providing a transport service for patients
to various HSE establishments; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [27008/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): Operational responsibility for the
management and delivery of health and personal
social services was assigned to the Health Service
Executive under the Health Act 2004 and funding
for all health services has been provided as part
of its overall vote. Therefore, the Executive is the
appropriate body to consider the particular issues
raised by the Deputy. My Department has
requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of
the Executive to arrange to have the matters
investigated and to have a reply issued directly to
the Deputy.

Hospital Services.

155. Deputy Noel J. Coonan asked the Minister
for Health and Children her plans in conjunction
with the Health Service Executive, to establish a
dedicated Alzheimer’s unit at a hospital (details
supplied) in County Tipperary; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [27021/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Máire Hoctor): Oper-
ational responsibility for the management and
delivery of health and personal social services was
assigned to the Health Service Executive under
the Health Act 2004. Therefore, the Executive is
the appropriate body to consider the particular
matter raised by the Deputy. My Department has
requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of
the Executive to arrange to have the matter
investigated and to have a reply issued directly to
the Deputy.

Health Repayment Scheme.

156. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister
for Health and Children when a person (details
supplied) in County Mayo will receive payment
under the health repayment scheme. [27027/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): The Health Service Executive has
responsibility for administering the Repayment
Scheme and the information sought by the

Deputy relates to matters within the area of
responsibility of the Executive.

My Department has requested the Parliamen-
tary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange
to have the matter investigated and to have a
reply issued to the Deputy.

Health Service Staff.

157. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Mini-
ster for Health and Children the number of new
employees in front-line services in recent weeks
while the embargo was in place on the north side
of Dublin. [27029/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): Subject to overall parameters set
by Government, the Health Service Executive
has the responsibility for determining the compo-
sition of its staffing complement. In that regard,
it is a matter for the Executive to manage and
deploy its human resources to best meet the
requirements of its Annual Service Plan for the
delivery of health and personal social services to
the public. The Executive is the appropriate body
to consider the matter raised by the Deputy. My
Department has requested the Parliamentary
Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to
have the matter investigated and to have a reply
issued directly to the Deputy.

The Deputy may wish to note that the current
recruitment pause is a temporary measure
initiated as part of the HSE financial break-even
plan and will be reviewed at the end of this
month. The HSE recognises that there are some
critical or exceptional circumstances where
appointment of staff may be necessary in front-
line services. Accordingly a process has been put
in place to evaluate, monitor and approve
requests for derogation from the general recruit-
ment pause. A group has been established which
is meeting weekly to consider such applications.

Health Services.

158. Deputy Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin asked the
Minister for Health and Children the policy of
the Health Service Executive with regard to how
soon physiotherapy should begin after a person
has suffered a stroke; the way this policy com-
pares with international best practice; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [27030/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher):
The Deputy’s question relates to the funding,
management and delivery of health and personal
social services, which are the responsibility of the
Health Service Executive under the Health Act
2004. Accordingly, my Department has requested
the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Execu-
tive to arrange to have this matter investigated
and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.
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159. Deputy Mary O’Rourke asked the Mini-
ster for Health and Children if she will review
the case of a person (details supplied) in County
Westmeath. [27031/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): Operational responsibility for the
management and delivery of health and personal
social services was assigned to the Health Service
Executive under the Health Act 2004. Therefore,
the Executive is the appropriate body to consider
the particular case raised by the Deputy. The
Department has requested the Parliamentary
Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to
have the matter investigated and to have a reply
issued directly to the Deputy.

Medical Cards.

160. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for
Health and Children if medical examinations for
a driving licence for persons over 70 are covered
by medical cards (details supplied); and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [27043/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): The law provides that persons
aged 70 years or more are required to undergo a
medical review for driving licence renewal pur-
poses. This requirement falls within the remit of
my colleague, the Minister for the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government.

In making arrangements for the provision of
publicly funded General Practitioner (GP)
services, under the General Medical Services
(GMS) Scheme, an agreement was negotiated
between the Department of Health and Children
and the GP representative body, the Irish Medi-
cal Organisation (IMO). The provisions of this
agreement took the form of the current GMS GP
Capitation Contract. This contract is a diagnosis
and treatment contract and gives effect to the
statutory requirement to provide GP medical and
surgical services without charge to eligible per-
sons; this includes persons aged 70 and over, who
are automatically entitled to a medical card.

The contract stipulates that the fees paid to
GMS GPs are not made in respect of certain cer-
tificates which may be required, for example,
“under the Social Welfare Acts or for the pur-
poses of insurance or assurance policies or for the
issue of driving licences”. As these non-treatment
type services are outside the scope of the GMS
GP contract, the question of a fee is a matter
between the GP and the person seeking the part-
icular service.

Cancer Screening Programme.

161. Deputy Paul Gogarty asked the Minister
for Health and Children the reason the free cervi-
cal smear programme available to traveller
women in Ballyfermot was withdrawn two years
ago and has not been reinstated since; if her

attention has been drawn to the fact that this suc-
cessful programme had an estimated uptake rate
of 90% of traveller women eligible in the
Tallaght, Clondalkin, Lucan and Ballyfermot
areas; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [27046/07]

162. Deputy Paul Gogarty asked the Minister
for Health and Children if she will request the
Health Service Executive to reinstate the free
cervical smear programme for traveller women in
Ballyfermot, and expand it to Clondalkin; and if
she will make a statement on the matter.
[27047/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): I propose to take Questions Nos.
161 and 162 together.

The National Cancer Screening Service is plan-
ning to roll out the National Cervical Screening
Programme on a national basis early next year. I
have allocated additional revenue funding of
\5.0m to the Service this year for this purpose
and an additional 30 posts have been approved.
Women aged 25 to 44 years old will be screened
every 3 years; women aged 45 to 60 will be scre-
ened every 5 years. The Service is planning to
have cervical screening managed as a national
call/recall programme via effective governance
structures that provide overall leadership and
direction, in terms of quality assurance, account-
ability and value for money. All elements of the
programme, call/recall, smear taking, laborator-
ies, colposcopy and treatment services will be
quality assured, organised and managed to
deliver a single integrated national service.

The specific questions raised by the Deputy
regarding cervical screening for Traveller women
in Ballyfermot relate to the management and
delivery of health, personal and social services,
which are the responsibility of the Health Service
Executive under the Health Act 2004. Accord-
ingly, my Department has requested the
Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive
to respond directly to the Deputy in relation to
the matter raised.

Health Services.

163. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister
for Health and Children the situation regarding
access to speech therapy at a location (details
supplied) in County Cork; the number of persons
on the waiting list for this service; and when she
will provide a demand led service. [27100/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Jimmy Devins): As the
Deputy may be aware, additional funding of
\75m for revenue purposes was provided to the
Health Service Executive for Disability Services
in the 2007 Budget. This amount incorporates the
2007 element of the Government’s multi-annual
investment programme for the National Dis-
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ability Strategy. This Strategy is committed to
enhancing the level and range of multi-dis-
ciplinary support services to adults and children
with an intellectual, physical and sensory dis-
ability and those with autism.

The Deputy’s question relates to the manage-
ment and delivery of health and personal social
services, which are the responsibility of the
Health Service Executive under the Health Act
2004. Accordingly, my Department has requested
the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Execu-
tive to arrange to have this matter investigated
and to have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Long-Term Illness Scheme.

164. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister
for Health and Children her views on extending
the scope of the long-term illness card scheme for
people suffering from a genetic condition (details
supplied). [27101/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): Under the 1970 Health Act, the
Health Service Executive may arrange for the
supply, without charge, of drugs, medicines and
medical and surgical appliances to people with a
specified condition, for the treatment of that con-
dition, through the Long Term Illness Scheme
(LTI). The LTI does not cover GP fees or
hospital co-payments. The conditions are: mental
handicap, mental illness (for people under 16
only), phenylketonuria, cystic fibrosis, spina
bifida, hydrocephalus, diabetes mellitus, diabetes
insipidus, haemophilia, cerebral palsy, epilepsy,
multiple sclerosis, muscular dystrophies, parkin-
sonism, conditions arising from thalidomide and
acute leukaemia. There are currently no plans to
extend the list of eligible conditions.

Products which are necessary for the manage-
ment of the specified illness are available to LTI
patients. Other products are available according
to the patient’s eligibility.

People who cannot, without undue hardship,
arrange for the provision of medical services for
themselves and their dependants may be entitled
to a medical card. In the assessment process, the
Health Service Executive can take into account
medical costs incurred by an individual or a
family. Those who are not eligible for a medical
card may still be able to avail of a GP visit card,
which covers the cost of general practice con-
sultations.

Non-medical card holders and people whose
illness is not covered by the LTI can use the Drug
Payment Scheme, which protects against excess-
ive medicines costs. Under this scheme, no indi-
vidual or family unit pays more than \85 per cal-
endar month, or approximately \20 per week,
towards the cost of approved prescribed medi-
cines. The scheme is easy to use and significantly
reduces the cost burden for families and individ-
uals incurring ongoing expenditure on medicines.

In addition, the Deputy will be aware that non-
reimbursed medical expenses above a set thres-
hold may be offset against tax.

Health Services.

165. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister
for Health and Children if she will expedite a
neurological appointment for a person (details
supplied) in County Cork. [27102/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): Operational responsibility for the
management and delivery of health and personal
social services was assigned to the Health Service
Executive and funding for all health services has
been provided as part of its overall Vote. There-
fore, the Executive is the appropriate body to
consider the particular case raised by the Deputy.
My Department has requested the Parliamentary
Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to
have this case investigated and to have a reply
issued directly to the Deputy.

Health Repayment Scheme.

166. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for
Health and Children when a refund will issue to
a person (details supplied) in County Clare in
respect of nursing home charges; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [27103/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): The Health Service Executive has
responsibility for administering the Repayment
Scheme and the information sought by the
Deputy relates to matters within the area of
responsibility of the Executive.

My Department has requested the Parliamen-
tary Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange
to have the matter investigated and to have a
reply issued to the Deputy.

Mental Health Services.

167. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the
Minister for Health and Children the steps taken
to provide hospital facilities to treat people
affected by eating disorders; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [27118/07]

174. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the
Minister for Health and Children if there are
plans to increase the number of designated
specialist beds in the public mental health service
for the treatment of eating disorder cases in
people over the age of 18, as recommended in
Vision for Change; if there is a time frame for
implementing these increases; her views on
whether a dedicated national adult eating dis-
orders service is needed as a matter of urgency
and must be adequately resourced; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [27125/07]
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177. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the
Minister for Health and Children if there are
plans to designate and fund a dedicated eating
disorder service for the management of eating
disorder cases arising in childhood and ado-
lescence; the anticipated time frame for doing so;
and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [27137/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Jimmy Devins): I propose
to take Questions Nos. 167, 174 and 177 together.

The Report of the Expert Group on Mental
Health Policy, entitled “A Vision for Change”,
was launched in January 2006. It provides a
framework for action to develop a modern, high
quality mental health service over a 7 to 10 year
period. “A Vision for Change” acknowledges
gaps in the current provision of services for
people with eating disorders and makes several
recommendations for the further improvement of
these services.

Recommendations include support for health
promotion initiatives that encourage greater com-
munity and family awareness of eating disorders,
training on eating disorders for undergraduate
and postgraduate training of health professionals,
the further development of primary and com-
munity care services including the management
of eating disorders in children and adolescents by
the child and adolescent community mental
health teams, the creation of specialist multi-dis-
ciplinary adult teams and the provision of a full
multi-disciplinary team in a National Centre for
Eating Disorders for complex cases that cannot
be managed by local child and adolescent com-
munity mental health teams. Responsibility for
the implementation of these recommendations
rests with the HSE.

In 2006, \26.2 million was allocated for the
development of mental health services in line
with “A Vision for Change”. An additional \25
million has been provided to the HSE in 2007,
\750,000 of which is for developing services for
eating disorders. \500,000 of this funding was
provided to enhance the service in the Elm
Mount Unit, St. Vincent’s Hospital, Dublin which
will provide a national service to support local
services in addressing eating disorders. The
balance of \250,000 has been allocated to HSE
South to commence the development of an eating
disorder service. In addition funding was pro-
vided for the development of 16 child and ado-
lescent community mental health teams in 2006
and 2007.

Implementation of the recommendations in “A
Vision for Change” and management and deliv-
ery of health and personal social services are the
responsibility of the HSE.

Eating Disorders.

168. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the
Minister for Health and Children the number of

people who have been diagnosed with anorexia,
bulimia or with other forms of eating disorders in
the past five years; the number of same who have
required hospital treatment or psychiatric care;
and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [27119/07]

169. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the
Minister for Health and Children if a study has
been carried out to evaluate the Health Service
Executive’s responses to the issue of people
affected by eating disorders, regarding services
and treatment, both inpatient and outpatient; and
if she will make a statement on the matter.
[27120/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Jimmy Devins): I propose
to take Questions Nos. 168 and 169 together.

Figures are not available on the numbers of
people over the past five years diagnosed with
eating disorders and the number who required
hospital treatment. The estimated annual incid-
ence of anorexia nervosa is 10 per 100,000 popu-
lation for females and 0.5 for males. All eating
disorders are estimated to have an upper preva-
lence of 5,000 cases per 100,000 translating to
approximately 200,000 in Ireland.

Operational responsibility for the management
and delivery of health and personal social services
was assigned to the Health Service Executive
under the Health Act 2004. The Executive, there-
fore, is the appropriate body to consider the part-
icular matters raised by the Deputy. My Depart-
ment has requested the Parliamentary Affairs
Division of the Executive to arrange to have the
matter investigated and to have a reply issued
directly to the Deputy.

Hospital Services.

170. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the
Minister for Health and Children her views on
whether it is appropriate that a person (details
supplied) in Dublin 24 be released from accident
and emergency rather than being referred to
psychiatric care in the hospital. [27121/07]

171. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the
Minister for Health and Children the reason a
person (details supplied) in Dublin 24 with an
eating disorder was not assigned a bed and treat-
ment in St Vincent’s Hospital unit which deals
with eating disorders when the opportunity
presented itself. [27122/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Jimmy Devins): I propose
to take Questions Nos. 170 and 171 together.

Operational responsibility for the management
and delivery of health and personal social services
was assigned to the Health Service Executive
under the Health Act 2004 and funding for all
health services has been provided as part of its
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overall vote. The Executive, therefore, is the
appropriate body to consider the particular case
raised by the Deputy. My Department has
requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of
the Executive to arrange to have the matter
investigated and to have a reply issued directly to
the Deputy.

172. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the
Minister for Health and Children if her attention
has been drawn to or if she will investigate claims
that a person (details supplied) in Dublin 24 had
been prescribed tablets that they are allergic to
while in accident and emergency recently.
[27123/07]

173. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the
Minister for Health and Children the reason it
should take two nurses to deliver four potassium
tablets daily to a person (details supplied) in
Dublin 24; and the further reason opportunities
to take blood samples to assess and monitor their
potassium levels on a regular basis are not being
availed of. [27124/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): I propose to take Questions Nos.
172 and 173 together.

Operational responsibility for the management
and delivery of health and personal social services
was assigned to the Health Service Executive
under the Health Act 2004 and funding for all
health services has been provided as part of its
overall Vote. Therefore, the Executive is the
appropriate body to consider the particular case
raised by the Deputy. My Department has
requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of
the Executive to arrange to have the matters
investigated and to have a reply issued directly to
the Deputy.

Question No. 174 answered with Question
No. 167.

Medical Aids and Appliances.

175. Deputy Michael D’Arcy asked the Mini-
ster for Health and Children if bags for taking
blood from a person (details supplied) in County
Wexford with haemochromotosis will be made
available to a general practitioner in County
Wexford to avoid the person travelling to Dublin
twice weekly; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [27127/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): The information sought by the
Deputy relates to matters within the area of
responsibility of the Health Service Executive.
My Department has requested the Parliamentary
Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to
have the matter investigated and to have a reply
issued to the Deputy.

Mental Health Services.

176. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the
Minister for Health and Children the number of
community mental health teams in existence; the
way they are resourced; and the number of
CMHTs that are serving children and adolescents
affected by eating disorders. [27136/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Jimmy Devins): Oper-
ational responsibility for the management and
delivery of health and personal social services was
assigned to the Health Service Executive under
the Health Act 2004 and funding for all health
services has been provided as part of its overall
vote. The Executive, therefore, is the appropriate
body to consider the particular case raised by the
Deputy. My Department has requested the
Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive
to arrange to have the matter investigated and to
have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Question No. 177 answered with Question
No. 167.

Suicide Prevention Services.

178. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the
Minister for Health and Children if there are
plans to increase and fund suicide prevention
services, including ensuring access to suicide pre-
vention service in hospitals and provision for
people affected by eating disorders; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [27138/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Jimmy Devins): Responsi-
bility for the implementation of “Reach Out” the
National Strategy for Action on Suicide Preven-
tion, which was published in September 2005,
rests with the HSE’s National Office for Suicide
Prevention (NOSP). The Minister and the
National Office are fully committed to the imple-
mentation of the strategy.

Significant additional funding of \3.05 million
was provided in 2006 and 2007 which brings the
total funding available to support suicide preven-
tion initiatives in 2007 to \8 million. This funding
is being used to develop and implement national
training programmes, complete the availability of
self-harm services through A&E departments,
develop mental health awareness campaigns,
implement recommendations arising from a
review of bereavement services and support vol-
untary organisations working in the field of
suicide prevention.

There are currently 32 posts of specialist nurses
in Accident and Emergency Departments to
respond to deliberate self-harm presentations.
The National Suicide Research Foundation in
Cork are currently looking at best practice in this
area in order to standardise the approach to
service delivery. “A Vision for Change” provides
a framework for action to develop a modern, high
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quality mental health service over a 7 to 10 year
period. It acknowledges gaps in the current pro-
vision of services for people with eating disorders
and makes several recommendations for the
further improvement of these services.

Recommendations include support for health
promotion initiatives that encourage greater com-
munity and family awareness of eating disorders,
the further development of primary and com-
munity care services and the provision of a full
multidisciplinary team in a National Centre for
Eating Disorders for complex cases that cannot
be managed by local child and adolescent com-
munity mental health teams. Responsibility for
the implementation of these recommendations
rests with the HSE.

An additional \25 million was provided to the
HSE in 2007, \750,000 of which is for developing
services for eating disorders. Some \500,000 of
this funding was provided to enhance the service
in the Elm Mount Unit, St Vincent’s Hospital,
Dublin which will provide a national service to
support local services in addressing eating dis-
orders. The balance of \250,000 has been allo-
cated to HSE South to commence the develop-
ment of an eating disorder service.

Health Service Staff.

179. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the
Minister for Health and Children if she will pre-
vail upon the Health Service Executive to release
the ban on staff recruitment to ensure that critical
front-line staff positions such as the already
funded suicide prevention nurse for Tallaght
Hospital, can be filled as a matter of urgency; and
if she will make a statement on the matter.
[27139/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): There are currently over 2,700
whole time equivalent staff employed in Tallaght
Hospital. It is a matter for the hospital admini-
stration to decide on the allocation of staff to
particular services.

Almost 130,000 people work full-time or part-
time in our public health services. In recent years,
the Government’s ongoing high level of invest-
ment in health has achieved and maintained sig-
nificant increases in the numbers of doctors,
nurses and other health care professionals
employed in the public health services. The
Government has also invested heavily in the edu-
cation and training of such personnel in order to
secure a good supply of graduates to provide for
the health care needs of the population into the
future.

Subject to overall parameters set by Govern-
ment, the Health Service Executive has the
responsibility for determining the composition of
its staffing complement. In that regard, it is a
matter for the Executive to manage and deploy
its human resources to best meet the require-

ments of its Annual Service Plan for the delivery
of health and personal social services to the
public. The Executive is the appropriate body to
consider the matter raised by the Deputy. My
Department has requested the Parliamentary
Affairs Division of the Executive to arrange to
have the matter investigated and to have a reply
issued directly to the Deputy.

The Deputy may wish to note that the current
recruitment pause is a temporary measure
initiated as part of the HSE financial break-even
plan and will be reviewed at the end of this
month. The HSE recognises that there are some
critical or exceptional circumstances where
appointment of staff may be necessary in front-
line services. Accordingly a process has been put
in place to evaluate, monitor and approve
requests for derogation from the general recruit-
ment pause. A group has been established and is
meeting weekly to consider such applications.

Home Help Service.

180. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for
Health and Children when an application for
home help hours will be processed for a person
(details supplied) in County Kildare in view of
the delays that have taken place in sanctioning
hours; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [27141/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Máire Hoctor): Oper-
ational responsibility for the management and
delivery of health and personal social services was
assigned to the Health Service Executive under
the Health Act 2004. Therefore, the Executive is
the appropriate body to consider the particular
case raised by the Deputy. My Department has
requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of
the Executive to arrange to have the matter
investigated and to have a reply issued directly to
the Deputy.

Hospital Services.

181. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister
for Health and Children if an independent review
or report has been carried out on care and con-
ditions in St Mary’s Hospital, Phoenix Park,
Dublin particularly covering the years 1995 to
2002 or thereafter; if a copy of the report will be
made available to Members of the Oireachtas;
and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [27144/07]

182. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister
for Health and Children if the Health Service
Executive has carried out a report or review on
care and conditions in St Mary’s Hospital,
Phoenix Park, Dublin; if her Department has
received a copy of the report or been informed
of the contents of the report; if so, if her Depart-
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ment or the HSE will make the report available
to Members of the Oireachtas; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [27145/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Máire Hoctor): I propose
to take Questions Nos. 181 and 182 together.

A review was undertaken in respect of the
complaints received in relation to St. Mary’s
Hospital Phoenix Park. A report on the matter
has recently been received by the Health Service
Executive and is at present under consideration
by the Executive. My Department has not to date
received a copy of the report. The HSE expects
to be in a position shortly to advise the complain-
ant and my Department on how the range of
issues associated with this complaint can most
appropriately be progressed. The question of dis-
semination of the report is a matter for the HSE.

183. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister
for Health and Children if a decision has been
made in relation to Mayo General Hospital hold-
ing on to the existing oncology services; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [27148/07]

184. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister
for Health and Children if meetings have taken
place between herself and a person (details
supplied) in relation to the oncology services in a
hospital. [27150/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): I propose to take Questions Nos.
183 and 184 together.

The implementation of the National Cancer
Control Programme is a major priority for me
and for this Government. I fully support the
appointment by the Health Service Executive
(HSE) of Prof. Tom Keane as Interim National
Cancer Control Director. The delivery of cancer
services on a programmatic basis will serve to
ensure equity of access to services and equality of
patient outcome irrespective of geography. The
decisions of the HSE in relation to four managed
cancer control networks and eight cancer centres
will be implemented on a managed and phased
basis. The HSE plans to have completed 50% of
the transition of services to the cancer centres by
end 2008 and 80-90% by end 2009.

The HSE has designated University College
Hospital Galway (UCHG) and Limerick
Regional Hospital as the two cancer centres in
the Managed Cancer Control Network for the
HSE Western Region which includes Mayo. The
designation of cancer centres aims to ensure that
patients receive the highest quality care while at
the same time allowing local access to services,
where appropriate. Where diagnosis and treat-
ment planning is directed and managed by multi-
disciplinary teams based at the cancer centres,

then much of the treatment (other than surgery)
can be delivered in local hospitals, such as Mayo
General Hospital.

I have met with the person referred to by the
Deputy on a number of occasions but none of our
discussions have related specifically to oncology
services at Mayo General Hospital.

General Medical Services Scheme.

185. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Health and Children if there are individuals
or groups who may receive the cervical cancer
vaccine on the GMS or without charge in some
other way; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [27175/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): There is a common list of reim-
bursable medicines for the General Medical
Services and Drug Payment schemes. This list is
reviewed and amended monthly, as new products
become available and deletions are notified.

For an item to be reimbursed, it must comply
with published criteria, including authorisation
status as appropriate, price and, in certain cases,
the intended use of the product. In addition, the
product should ordinarily be supplied to the
public only by medical prescription and should
not be advertised or promoted to the public.
Products are considered for reimbursement on
application by a supplier. Only drugs and medi-
cines which are licensed for dispensing in a com-
munity pharmacy, on foot of a doctor’s prescrip-
tion, would qualify for reimbursement under the
scheme. As the cervical cancer vaccine would
require a clinical administration, it would not
meet the criteria for reimbursement.

The most effective strategy for the prevention
of cervical cancer requires decisions based on an
assessment of the relative contributions of
Human Papilloma Virus (HPV) vaccination and
cervical screening in reducing the burden of both
existing and projected cervical pre-cancerous
changes and cervical cancer. Issues to be exam-
ined include the effectiveness and cost effective-
ness of the vaccine for different age groups and
for differing levels of screening provision and
uptake.

As is being done in other jurisdictions, Ireland
is now considering the potential role of HPV vac-
cination in addressing the problem of cervical
cancer prevention. The National Immunisation
Advisory Committee (NIAC) has recently under-
taken a scientific assessment of the public health
value of HPV following a request from my
Department. NIAC and the National Cancer
Screening Service (NCSS) agreed that this work
needed to be complemented by a study of the
cost effectiveness of the vaccine in the current
Irish context. Accordingly, both organisations
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requested that the Health Information and Qual-
ity Authority (HIQA) undertake this study.

One of the key functions of the Authority is
the assessment of health technology, drugs and
health promotion activities. When I have received
the policy advice from HIQA and NCSS I will
make the necessary decisions that arise from the
advice. A quality assured population based cervi-
cal screening programme aims to reduce cervical
cancer in Ireland by approximately 80%. The
NCSS has confirmed that it will have such a prog-
ramme in place from January next year. A
national cervical screening programme will still
be required regardless of a decision on a HPV
vaccination programme.

Adoption Services.

186. Deputy Kathleen Lynch asked the Mini-
ster for Health and Children her views on recent
changes in adoption regulations which require
sole applicants to be assessed by the Irish Adop-
tion Board for eligibility before undergoing the
Health Service Executive home study and assess-
ment process; her views on whether such a regu-
lation should be extended to all applicants; and if
she will make a statement on the matter.
[27197/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Brendan Smith): The
Adoption Board approved the guidelines for
determining the eligibility and suitability of sole
applicants in September, 2007. These guidelines
were developed by the Adoption Board in co-
operation with the HSE to guide its decision mak-
ing when considering whether a sole applicant is
eligible and suitable to adopt in accordance with
Section 10 of the Adoption Act 1991 and Section
13 of the Adoption Act, 1952. The guidelines will
also be used to advise the Health Services Execu-
tive and the registered adoption agencies on how
applications to adopt abroad by sole applicants
are to be processed. I am fully supportive of the
guidelines.

Ministerial Staff.

187. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Health and Children the number of staff in
her constituency office; the number of these who
are civil servants; the number who are not; the
cost to the Exchequer of the salaries and
expenses in a full year for the civil servants and
non-Civil Service staff; if she will provide the
information in tabular form; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [27210/07]

188. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Health and Children the number of staff in
her private office; the number of these who are
civil servants; the number who are not; the cost
to the Exchequer of the salaries and expenses in

a full year for the civil servants and non-Civil
Service staff; if she will provide the information
in tabular form; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [27225/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): I propose to take Questions Nos.
187 and 188 together.

The tables below detail the number of civil ser-
vants and other staff employed in my private and
constituency offices and the grade and annual sal-
ary of each staff member. Annual salary costs
identified in the tables do not include Employers
PRSI or additional pension payments.

Private Office

Grade Civil Annual
Servant/Other Salary

\

Special Adviser * Other 136,034

Special Adviser * Other 130,287

Special Adviser/Programme Other
Manager * 169,415

Special Adviser/Press Other
Adviser * 116,487

Personal Assistant Other 56,859

Private Secretary (HEO) Civil Servant 74,443

Executive Officer Civil Servant 41,170

Executive Officer Civil Servant 41,170

Staff Officer Civil Servant 40,758

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 35,727

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 31,891

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 30,806

Clerical Officer (0.5) Civil Servant 18,273

Clerical Officer (0.5) Civil Servant 14,320

Constituency Office

Grade Civil Annual Salary
Servant/Other

\

Personal Assistant Other 57,479

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 32,974

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 30,806

*The Special Advisers identified in the above table have been
appointed to me in my capacity as Minister for Health and
Children and as Party Leader.

As expenses are normally claimed in arrears, my
Department is not in a position to provide the
information in respect of the year ending 31
December 2007 until early 2008. However,
expenses amounting to \15,954.60 in respect of
travel and subsistence were paid to staff working
in my private office for the financial year ended
31 December 2006. No expenses in respect of
travel and subsistence were paid to staff working
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in my constituency office for the same time
period.

189. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Health and Children the number, for each
Minister of State assigned to her Department, of
staff in their constituency office; the number of
these who are civil servants; the number who are
not; the cost to the Exchequer of the salaries and
expenses in a full year for the civil servants and
non-Civil Service staff; if she will provide the
information in tabular form; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [27240/07]

190. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Health and Children the number, for each
Minister of State assigned to her Department, of
staff in their private office; the number of these
who are civil servants; the number who are not;
the cost to the Exchequer of the salaries and
expenses in a full year for the civil servants and
non-Civil service staff; if she will provide the
information in tabular form; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [27255/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): I propose to take Questions Nos.
189 and 190 together.

The tables below detail the number of civil ser-
vants and other staff in the private and constitu-
ency offices for each Minister of State assigned to
my Department.

Minister of State, Mr Brendan Smith T.D.

Private Office

Grade Civil Annual
Servant/Other Salary

\

Special Adviser Other 95,363

Private Secretary Civil Servant 70,724

Executive Officer Civil Servant 44,697

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 29,722

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 35,727

Clerical Officer (0.6 post) Civil Servant 21,928

Clerical Officer (0.5 post) Civil Servant 14,861

Constituency Office

Grade Civil Annual
Servant/Other Salary

\

Personal Assistant Other 45,121

Personal Secretary Other 38,529

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 35,773

Clerical Officer (0.6 post) Civil Servant 17,833

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 35,773

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 29,722

Minister of State, Ms Maire Hoctor T.D.

Private Office

Grade Civil Annual
Servant/Other Salary

\

Private Secretary Civil Servant 64,387

Executive Officer Civil Servant 41,170

Staff Officer (0.5 post) Civil Servant 22,204

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 35,727

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 30,806

Civilian Driver Other 33,148

Civilian Driver Other 33,148

Constituency Office

Grade Civil Annual
Servant/Other Salary

\

Personal Assistant Other 46,406

Personal Secretary Other 40,734

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 35,727

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 35,196

Minister of State, Dr Jimmy Devins T.D.

Private Office

Grade Civil Annual
Servant/Other Salary

\

Special Adviser Other 82,016

Private Secretary Civil Servant 69,954

Executive Officer Civil Servant 42,766

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 28,640

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 28,640

Civilian Driver Other 33,148

Civilian Driver Other 33,148

Constituency Office

Grade Civil Annual
Servant/Other Salary

\

Personal Assistant Other 46,406

Personal Secretary (0.46 post) Other 12,516

Personal Secretary (0.54 post) Other 14,692

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 32,974
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Minister of State, Mr Pat the Cope Gallagher T.D.

Private Office

Grade Civil Annual Salary
Servant/Other

\

Private Secretary Civil Servant 58,631

Executive Officer Civil Servant 45,499

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 27,555

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 28,640

Civilian Driver Other 33,148

Civilian Driver Other 33,148

Constituency Office

Grade Civil Annual
Servant/Other Salary

\

Personal Assistant Other 52,379

Personal Secretary Other 42,571

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 36,546

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 32,974

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 29,267

Annual salary costs identified in the table above
do not include Employers PRSI or additional
pension payments. As expenses are normally
claimed in arrears, my Department is not in a
position to provide the information in respect of
the year ending 31 December, 2007 until early
2008.

Hospital Waiting Lists.

191. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Mini-
ster for Health and Children the situation regard-
ing waiting lists at Mayo General Hospital for
physiotherapy appointments; the number of
physiotherapists working at the hospital.
[27261/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): Operational responsibility for the
management and delivery of health and personal
social services is a matter for the Health Service
Executive and funding for all health services has
been provided as part of its overall Vote. There-
fore, the Executive is the appropriate body to
consider the particular issue raised by the
Deputy. My Department has requested the
Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive
to arrange to have the matter investigated and to
have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Departmental Staff.

192. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Mini-
ster for Health and Children the performance
objectives set out in respect of posts in which

bonuses in her Department are paid; the way the
performance is measured; and the way the per-
formance related to the targets set. [27262/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): The scheme of performance
related awards in my Department relates to
Deputy and Assistant Secretaries and the Chief
Medical Officer. The Committee for Performance
Awards oversees the scheme, monitors its appli-
cation and brings independent judgement to bear
in approving objectives for the officers concerned
and in approving recommendations for awards.
The Committee comprises two Secretaries
General and three major figures in the private
sector.

The setting of objectives, performance
measurement and target setting are set out in the
scheme. Details can be accessed on the website of
the Department of Finance at the following link:
http//www.finance.gov.ie/documents/publications/
reports/CPArep2006.pdf. The objectives set are
derived from my Department’s Statement of
Strategy and the Corporate Business Plan which
can be accessed on my Department’s website at
www.dohc.ie. Awards are based on an assessment
by the Secretary General of the performance of
the individuals concerned by reference to objec-
tives agreed between the Secretary General and
the individuals. I understand that the awards
reflected the Secretary General’s assessment of
performance.

Ministerial Staff.

193. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Mini-
ster for Health and Children the number and
grades of staff employed in the Office of the
Minister for Children; and the annual cost of
those staff. [27270/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): The tables below detail the
numbers and grades of staff employed in the
private and constituency offices of Mr Brendan
Smith T.D., Minister of State with responsibility
for children.

Private Office

Grade Civil Annual
Servant/Other Salary

\

Special Adviser Other 95,363

Private Secretary Civil Servant 70,724

Executive Officer Civil Servant 44,697

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 29,722

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 35,727

Clerical Officer (0.6 post) Civil Servant 21,928

Clerical Officer (0.5 post) Civil Servant 14,861
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Constituency Office

Grade Civil Annual
Servant/Other Salary

\

Personal Assistant Other 45,121

Personal Secretary Other 38,529

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 35,773

Clerical Officer (0.6 post) Civil Servant 17,833

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 35,773

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 29,722

Annual salary costs identified in the table above
do not include Employers PRSI or additional
pension payments. As expenses are normally
claimed in arrears, my Department is not in a
position to provide the information in respect of
the year ending 31 December, 2007 until early
2008.

194. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Mini-
ster for Health and Children the number and
grades of staff employed in Minister for State
with responsibility for Disability Issues and Men-
tal Health’s Office; and the annual cost of those
staff. [27284/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): The tables below detail the
numbers and grades of staff employed in the
private and consituency offices of Dr Jimmy
Devins T.D. Minister of State with special
responsibility for Disability Issues and Mental
Health (excluding discrimination).

Private Office

Grade Civil Annual
Servant/Other Salary

\

Special Adviser Other 82,016

Private Secretary Civil Servant 69,954

Executive Officer Civil Servant 42,766

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 28,640

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 28,640

Civilian Driver Other 33,148

Civilian Driver Other 33,148

Constituency Office

Grade Civil Annual
Servant/Other Salary

\

Personal Assistant Other 46,406

Personal Secretary (0.46 post) Other 12,516

Personal Secretary (0.54 post) Other 14,692

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 32,974

Annual salary costs identified in the table above
do not include Employers PRSI or additional
pension payments. As expenses are normally
claimed in arrears, my Department is not in a
position to provide the information in respect of
the year ending 31 December, 2007 until early
2008.

195. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Mini-
ster for Health and Children the number and
grades of staff employed in Minister for State
with responsibility for Older People’s Office; and
the annual cost of those staff. [27288/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): The tables below detail the
numbers and grades of staff employed in the
private and consituency offices of Ms Máire
Hoctor T.D., Minister of State with special
responsibility for Older People. The tables below
detail the numbers and grades of staff employed
in the private and consituency offices of Ms Máire
Hoctor T.D., Minister of State with special
responsibility for Older People.

Private Office

Grade Civil Annual
Servant/Other Salary

\

Private Secretary Civil Servant 64,387

Executive Officer Civil Servant 41,170

Staff Officer (0.5 post) Civil Servant 22,204

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 35,727

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 30,806

Civilian Driver Other 33,148

Civilian Driver Other 33,148

Constituency Office

Grade Civil Annual
Servant/Other Salary

\

Personal Assistant Other 46,406

Personal Secretary Other 40,734

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 35,727

Clerical Officer Civil Servant 35,196

Annual salary costs identified in the table above
do not include Employers PRSI or additional
pension payments. As expenses are normally
claimed in arrears, my Department is not in a
position to provide the information in respect of
the year ending 31 December, 2007 until early
2008.

EU Directives.

196. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the
Minister for Health and Children the EU
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Directives awaiting incorporation into Irish law
in her Department; the deadline for incorpor-
ation; the date she foresees for implementation
of each directive; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [27314/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): There are currently 14 EU
Directives awaiting transposition in my Depart-
ment. Details of the dates by which transposition
is due are as follows:—

(1) 2006/81/EC adapting Directive
95/17/EC as regards the non-inclusion of
one or more ingredients on the list used
for labelling of cosmetic products and
Directive 2005/78/EC as regards the
measures to be taken against the emis-
sion of gaseous and particulate pol-
lutants from engines for use in vehicles,
by reason of the accession of Bulgaria
and Romania — due 01/01/07. My
Department is responsible for the trans-
position of the first part of this
Directive.

(2) 2007/1/EC amending Directive
76/768/EEC concerning cosmetic prod-
ucts, for the purposes of adapting
Annex II thereof to technical progress
— due 21/08/07.

(3) 2007/17/EC amending Council Directive
78/768/EEC concerning cosmetic prod-
ucts for the purposes of adapting
Annexes III and VI thereof to technical
progress — due 23/09/07.

(4) 2007/22/EC amending Council Directive
78/768/EEC concerning cosmetic prod-
ucts for the purposes of adapting
Annexes IV and VI thereof to technical
progress — due 18/01/08.

(5) 2007/53/EC amending Council Directive
76/768/EEC concerning cosmetic prod-
ucts for the purposes of adapting Annex
III thereto to technical progress — due
19/04/08.

(6) 2007/54/EC amending Council Directive
76/768/EEC, concerning cosmetic prod-
ucts, for the purpose of adapting
Annexes II and III thereto to technical
progress — due 18/6/08.

(7) 2007/29/EC amending Directive
96/8/EC as regards labelling, advertising
or presenting foods intended for use in
energy-restricted diets for weight
reduction — due 30/11/07.

(8) 2006/142/EC amending Annex IIIa of
Directive 2000/13/EC of the European
Parliament and of the Council listing the
ingredients which must under all cir-
cumstances appear on the labelling of
foodstuffs — due 23/12/07.

(9) 2006/141/EC on infant formulae and fol-
low-on formulae and amending
Directive 1999/21/EC — due 31/12/07.

(10) 2006/52/EC amending Directive
95/2/EC on food additives other than
colours and sweeteners and Directive
94/35/EC on sweeteners for use in food-
stuffs — due 15/02/08.

(11) 2006/128/EC amending and correcting
Directive 95/31/EC laying down specific
criteria of purity concerning sweeteners
for use in foodstuffs — due 15/02/08.

(12) 2006/129/EC amending and correcting
Directive 96/77/EC laying down specific
purity criteria on food additives other
than colours and sweeteners — due
15/02/08.

(13) 2007/47/EC amending Council
Directive 90/385/EEC on the approxi-
mation of the laws of the Member
States relating to active implantable
medical devices, Council Directive
93/42/EEC concerning medical devices
and Directive 98/8/EC concerning the
placing of biocidal products on the
market — due 21/12/08.

(14) 2006/125/EC on processed cereal-based
foods and baby foods for infants and
young children (Codified version).

The Directives numbered (1) to (6) in the above
list are being dealt with together and I expect that
they will be transposed within the coming weeks.
I expect that those numbered (7) to (13) will be
transposed by their respective deadlines. While
there is no deadline for the transposition of the
remaining Directive (14), I expect that it will be
transposed by the end of this month.

Health Services.

197. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the
Minister for Health and Children the plans she or
the Health Service Executive have for the future
of the Meath Hospital; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [27319/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Máire Hoctor): Oper-
ational responsibility for the management and
delivery of health and personal social services was
assigned to the Health Service Executive under
the Health Act 2004. Therefore, the Executive is
the appropriate body to consider the particular
matter raised by the Deputy. The Department
has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division
of the Executive to arrange to have the matter
investigated and to have a reply issued directly to
the Deputy.

Infectious Diseases.

198. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the
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Minister for Health and Children the number of
cases of MRSA in hospitals that have occurred
over the past five years; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [27322/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): MRSA is not a notifiable disease.
However, the Health Protection Surveillance
Centre of the HSE collects data on MRSA. The
data is collected on the first episode of blood
stream infection of MRSA per patient per quar-
ter. This system shows that there were 445 cases
in 2002, 480 cases in 2003, 553 cases in 2004, 592
cases on 2005 and 588 in 2006. Figures for the
first six months of 2007 show that there were
292 cases.

A National Surveillance System recently has
been established to collect data and provide
information on a quarterly basis on four key
areas, to monitor Healthcare Associated Infec-
tions (HCAIs) in our healthcare system: Staphy-
lococcus bacteraemia; Antibiotic consumption;
Alcohol gel use; MRSA surveillance in Intensive
Care Units. The first report is expected shortly
and eventually 52 hospitals and 30 local health
offices will report into the system.

Tackling HCAIs, including MRSA is a priority
for the government and for the Health Service
Executive (HSE). The HSE has established a
National Infection Control Action Plan. The
Infection Control Steering Group is Chaired by
Dr. Pat Doorley, National Director (Population
Health) and is responsible for reducing infection
levels in Ireland’s healthcare facilities. Over the
next three to five years, the HSE aims to reduce
HCAIs by 20%, MRSA infection by 30% and
antibiotic consumption by 20%. Achievement of
these targets will benefit all patients who are at
risk.

These targets will be achieved through the
development of national and local level action
plans to reduce the potential for spread of infec-
tions between persons in healthcare settings, and,
in addition, will focus on reducing antibiotic use
in Ireland. The Steering Group is supported by
eight Local Implementation Teams which will
ensure that all local facilities are focused on
achieving the national targets.

The HSE has issued hygiene and infection con-
trol standards for all hospitals and has begun
initiatives on reducing antibiotic consumption. In
addition, the HSE has appointed a number of
new infection control nurses, surveillance scien-
tists and antibiotic pharmacists. These staff will
strengthen specialist support for infection control
and facilitate the development of the national
surveillance system.

Each hospital has been mandated to carry out
hand hygiene audits at least annually. The Health
Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) has
completed its first Hygiene Services Assessment
Scheme incorporating unannounced hospital

hygiene inspections. Its report is expected shortly.
HIQA is currently working with the HSE to
produce national infection control standards.
When these are introduced they will have the
status of approved standards under the Health
Act 2007 and their implementation will be moni-
tored by HIQA.

I have instructed the HSE that designated
private beds should be used where isolation facili-
ties are required for patients who contact MRSA.
While accepting that not all HCAIs are prevent-
able, I am satisfied that significant steps are being
taken to reduce the rates of infection and to treat
them promptly when they occur.

Health Repayment Scheme.

199. Deputy Paul Connaughton asked the
Minister for Health and Children the position
regarding an application under the health repay-
ment scheme by a person (details supplied) in
County Galway. [27406/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): The Health Service Executive has
responsibility for administering the Repayment
Scheme and the information sought by the
Deputy relates to matters within the area of
responsibility of the Executive. My Department
has requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division
of the Executive to arrange to have the matter
investigated and to have a reply issued to the
Deputy.

Health Services.

200. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Mini-
ster for Health and Children the capital projects
and respective costs approved for projects in
County Roscommon and County Leitrim at the
Health Service Executive capital steering group
meeting of 25 October 2007; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [27417/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): The Government’s sustained high
level of investment in healthcare has enabled the
completion and commissioning of numerous new
facilities in both the acute and the non-acute sec-
tors. This year, overall capital funding of \546
million has been provided to the Health Service
Executive. Responsibility for the planning and
management of capital projects in the health sec-
tor, including the developments referred to in the
Deputy’s question are a matter for the Health
Services Executive under the Health Act 2004.
Accordingly, my Department has requested the
Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Executive
to arrange to have the matter investigated and to
have a reply issued directly to the Deputy.

Health Repayment Scheme.

201. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister
for Health and Children her plans to extend the



1945 Questions— 6 November 2007. Written Answers 1946

health repayment scheme to people who were liv-
ing in private nursing homes because they could
not get a bed in a public homes; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [27424/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): The Health (Repayment Scheme)
Act 2006 provides a clear legal framework to
repay recoverable health charges for publicly
funded long term residential care. All those fully
eligible persons who were wrongly charged and
are alive will have their charges repaid in full. The
estates of all those fully eligible persons who were
wrongly charged for publicly funded long term
residential care and died since 9 December 1998
will have the charges repaid in full. The scheme
does not allow for repayments to the estates of
those who died prior to that date.

Recoverable health charges are charges which
were imposed on persons with full eligibility
under the Health (Charges for In-patient
Services) Regulations 1976 as amended in 1987
or charges for in-patient services only, raised
under the Institutional Assistance Regulations
1954 as amended in 1965. It is not my intention
to extend the parameters of the health repay-
ment scheme.

Health Services.

202. Deputy Damien English asked the Mini-
ster for Health and Children the reason a person
(details supplied) in County Meath cannot avail
of respite care. [27470/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Máire Hoctor): Oper-
ational responsibility for the management and
delivery of health and personal social services was
assigned to the Health Service Executive under
the Health Act 2004. Therefore, the Executive is
the appropriate body to consider the particular
case raised by the Deputy. My Department has
requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of
the Executive to arrange to have the matter
investigated and to have a reply issued directly to
the Deputy.

Health Service Allowances.

203. Deputy Damien English asked the Mini-
ster for Health and Children the reason the domi-
ciliary carers allowance of a person (details
supplied) in County Meath has been discon-
tinued; if she will re-investigate the matter with a
view to restoring this allowance; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [27475/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Jimmy Devins): My
Department understands from the Health Service
Executive that applicants must be notified in writ-
ing of the outcome of any decision on an appli-
cation for, or review of, Domicilary Care Allow-
ance and in the event of an unfavourable decision
formal notification should be issued informing

the applicant of his or her right of appeal and
indicating where he or she should send the
appeal. Accordingly, my Department has
requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of
the Executive to arrange to have this matter
investigated and to have a reply issued directly to
the Deputy.

Hospital Facilities.

204. Deputy Róisı́n Shortall asked the Minister
for Health and Children the policy in respect of
the provision of smoking facilities for hospital
patients. [27501/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): On 29 March 2004 most enclosed
places of work — including hospitals (other than
psychiatric hospitals) — became smoke-free. The
primary purpose of the measure is to protect the
health of employees and the public (including
patients, in the case of hospitals) from exposure
to toxic environmental tobacco smoke. There are
no plans to permit smoking in hospitals.

Departmental Correspondence.

205. Deputy Seán Connick asked the Minister
for Health and Children the number of items of
correspondence from Members of the Oireachtas
to her office that were received from 1 March
2007 to 1 October 2007; and the number of these
that were referred to the chief executive of the
Health Service Executive for response.
[27506/07]

206. Deputy Seán Connick asked the Minister
for Health and Children the number of items of
correspondence from Members of the Oireachtas
to her office, received from 1 March 2007 to 1
October 2007 and referred to the chief executive
of the Health Service Executive for response that
received responses from the Health Service
Executive. [27507/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): I propose to take Questions Nos.
205 and 206 together.

In the period between the 1st March, 2007 and
1st October, 2007 my office received approxi-
mately 6,500 items of correspondence. This figure
covers all correspondence of various kinds
received by my office. Each item of correspon-
dence is tracked by surname and is not otherwise
broken down by classification of the sender.

Approximately 1,300 of these items of corre-
spondence related directly to the management
and delivery of health and personal social
services, which are statutorily a matter for the
Health Service Executive and these letters were
referred to the Parliamentary Affairs Division of
the Health Service Executive for a direct
response. Accordingly, I have asked the
Parliamentary Affairs Division to furnish the
Deputy with information regarding the number
of letters issued by the Executive in the period
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concerned, in reply to representations from
Oireachtas members.

Inter-Country Adoptions.

207. Deputy Kathleen Lynch asked the Mini-
ster for Health and Children the position in
relation to the preparedness of Ireland to ratify
the Hague Convention on Inter-Country Adop-
tion; the efforts being made to sign bilateral
agreements with countries such as Russia, China
and the Ukraine where many Irish adoptions
occur; her proposals in this regard; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [27527/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Brendan Smith): The
Department of Health and Children is currently
drafting legislation to ratify the Hague Conven-
tion on the Protection of Children and Co-oper-
ation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption. Con-
siderable progress has been made in drafting this
legislation and it is expected that the Bill will be
published around the end of this year.

Once the new legislation has been enacted it
will be possible for Irish applicants to adopt from
other countries which have ratified the Conven-
tion; or from countries with whom Ireland has a
bilateral agreement based on Hague principles.
Adoptions from some countries are likely to
cease as a result. This situation has been antici-
pated and it has been agreed by my Office and
the Adoption Board that bilateral agreements
will be actively pursued with a number of
countries.

In negotiating agreements, priority is being
given to those countries with which Ireland has
an existing bilateral agreement, or administrative
arrangements in place which reflect the ethos and
standards of the Hague Convention and from
which Irish applicants have a recent history of
adopting.

208. Deputy Kathleen Lynch asked the Mini-
ster for Health and Children the reason inter-
country adoptions from Ethiopia and Rwanda
have been suspended and adoptions from Guata-
mala have been stopped; her views on the impact
this will have on the validity of previous adop-
tions from these countries; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [27528/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Brendan Smith): Adoption
in Ireland is regulated by the Adoption Board,
which is an independent, statutory body. The
Board must make decisions regarding adoptions
in line with its assessment of the situation in each
country, and its responsibility to ensure that all
activities are undertaken with the best interests
of the child as a paramount consideration.

The Adoption Board has discontinued the issu-
ing of declarations of eligibility and suitability in
respect of the adoption of children from Guatem-

ala. There are a number of documents already
in the public domain regarding concerns over the
trafficking of children from Guatemala. These
reports cover a long period of time in which the
issue of trafficking and sale of children in the con-
text of international adoption has continued to
be raised.

I should point out that a number of other coun-
tries entered reservations regarding Guatemala’s
accession to the Hague Convention on the Pro-
tection of Children and Co-operation in Respect
of Intercountry Adoption. These countries
include Canada, Germany, the Netherlands,
Spain and the United Kingdom. These reser-
vations date from 2003 and remain extant. This
means that these countries do not accept that pro-
cedures in Guatemala reach Hague Standards
regarding intercountry adoption, and therefore,
have objected to or suspended acceptance of
Guatemala’s accession to the Convention and will
not treat them as party to the Convention. This
effectively means that these countries have a ban
on adoptions from Guatemala.

In light of the long-standing and continuing
international concern with regard to adoption
practices in Guatemala, which have shown little
sign of improvement, despite international com-
ment and support, over the last ten years, I am of
the view that the position taken by the Adoption
Board is reasonable and measured. I have been
assured by the Adoption Board that it is satisfied
with regard to the validity of adoptions of Guate-
malan children to date.

The Adoption Board is also currently examin-
ing the adoption laws of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia and the Republic of
Rwanda to determine if they meet the require-
ments for recognition in Ireland. This examin-
ation was undertaken as part of the preparations
to ratify the Hague Convention, and it has high-
lighted a number of important legal issues which
require further investigation. In the circum-
stances, and in order to protect the adoption pro-
cess, the Adoption Board has decided, as a pre-
cautionary measure, to suspend the granting of
Declarations of Eligibility and Suitability in
respect of these two countries until the investi-
gations are complete. Following the receipt of
legal advice, the Adoption Board has been able
to assure parents who have previously adopted
from Ethiopia, and whose adoptions are already
entered in the Register of Foreign Adoptions,
that these adoptions are valid and secure. I have
been assured by the Board that this issue is being
dealt with as a matter of priority. I feel that the
Board’s decision is an appropriate one in the cir-
cumstances.

Question No. 209 answered with Question
No. 133.

Hospital Accommodation.

210. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Mini-
ster for Health and Children the number of
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hospital beds available in Dublin and country-
wide for the rehabilitation of recovering drug
addicts; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [27547/07]

Minister for Health and Children (Deputy
Mary Harney): The question relates to the man-
agement and delivery of health and personal
social services, which are the responsibility of the
Health Service Executive under the Health Act
2004. Accordingly, my Department has requested
the Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Execu-
tive to arrange to have the specific matter investi-
gated and to have a reply issued directly to the
Deputy.

Nursing Home Subventions.

211. Deputy Paul Connaughton asked the
Minister for Health and Children the new
changes being made in the near future to the
nursing home subvention scheme; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [27555/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Máire Hoctor): I presume
the Deputy is referring to the new Nursing Home
Support Scheme, A Fair Deal, which was
announced by the Minister on 11 December 2006.

The proposed new scheme aims to remedy the
inequities that exist in the current system. At
present, people face greatly different costs
depending on whether they are in public or
private nursing homes. In addition, individual
contributions in public places are based on a flat
rate regardless of an individual’s wealth, whereas
State support for individuals in private places is
based on means-testing. This means that many
people in private nursing homes get no support,
and even with subvention, people can face costs
they cannot afford. The result is that some people
are forced to sell or mortgage their homes to pay
for care costs.

In contrast, the new Nursing Home Support
Scheme will ensure that long-term residential
care is affordable for all who need it. Contri-
butions during a person’s life will be affordable
and they will not have to sell or mortgage their
house to meet the contribution. Furthermore, a
person’s family will not have to contribute
towards the cost of their care.

Under the new Nursing Home Support
Scheme, people who require long-term residen-
tial care will contribute up to 80% of their assess-
able income, whether for public or private nurs-
ing home care. Depending on the amount of a
person’s assessable income, there will also be a
contribution of up to 5% of a person’s assets.

The portion of the contribution relating to
assets, such as a person’s house, may be deferred.
This means that it does not have to be met during
the person’s lifetime and can be payable on settle-
ment of the person’s estate instead. The deferred
contribution will be based on the actual number
of weeks spent in residential care and on the cost

of care and, consequently, may be less than 5%
per annum. I would take this opportunity to
emphasise that no one will pay more than the cost
of their care.

In addition, where the deferred contribution
applies to the principal private residence, it will
be capped at a maximum of 15%, or 7.5% in the
case of one spouse remaining in the home while
the other enters long-term residential care. This
means that after three years in care, a person will
not be liable for any further deferred charge on
the principal residence. It also means that 85% of
the value of the principal residence will be main-
tained for the beneficiaries of the person’s estate.
This is not something that can be guaranteed at
the moment.

A person or his/her family can also choose to
pay the charge at the time when care is being
received instead of allowing it to be levied upon
the estate if they so wish. Where a spouse or cer-
tain dependants are living in the principal resi-
dence, the charge can be further deferred until
after the death of that spouse or dependant, or
until such time as a person previously qualifying
as a dependant ceases to qualify as such.

The Department is currently preparing a Bill
for the new Nursing Home Support Scheme. It
is intended to publish the Bill for the scheme in
November, and to have the legislation in place by
1 January 2008.

Home Help Service.

212. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the
Minister for Health and Children if and when
home help will be offered to a person (details
supplied) in County Kildare who is in urgent need
of same; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [27558/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Deputy Máire Hoctor): Oper-
ational responsibility for the management and
delivery of health and personal social services was
assigned to the Health Service Executive under
the Health Act 2004. Therefore, the Executive is
the appropriate body to consider the particular
case raised by the Deputy. My Department has
requested the Parliamentary Affairs Division of
the Executive to arrange to have the matter
investigated and to have a reply issued directly to
the Deputy.

Question No. 213 answered with Question
No. 132.

Search and Rescue Service.

214. Deputy P. J. Sheehan asked the Minister
for Transport if the Irish Coast Guard are able to
operate helicopters in and out of Bantry General
Hospital helipad; if he will list all occurrences in
the past 10 years of their helicopters using or
being diverted to another site or hospital and the
type of helicopter involved; if the Irish Coast-
guard have any reservations about using the heli-
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pad at Bantry Hospital; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [26887/07]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel
Dempsey): The helicopter landing facility at
Bantry General Hospital does not meet the
criteria laid down by the International Civil
Aviation Authority, and implemented by the
Irish Aviation Authority for helicopter landings
of the Irish Coast Guard medium-lift helicopters.
Use of the hospital grounds or the issue of diver-
sion of helicopters has, therefore, never arisen.

Bantry Airfield, at one km distance from
Bantry Hospital, is an IAA approved heliport for
the Coast Guard helicopters on Search and Res-
cue, air ambulance and inter-hospital transfer
missions. Ambulance transfer takes place
between the airfield and the hospital.

Road Traffic Offences.

215. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Mini-
ster for Transport if he will not penalise the vast
majority of responsible drivers on provisional
licences; and if he will show common sense on
this matter. [26910/07]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel
Dempsey): Enforcement of road traffic legis-
lation is a matter for the Department of Justice,
Equality and Law Reform.

Air Accident Investigations.

216. Deputy Ciarán Lynch asked the Minister
for Transport if his Department has been notified
in relation to an incident (details supplied); if he
has raised concerns in this regard with the Dublin
Airport Authority; if he has requested a report
on the incident from the authorities; if he has
received such a report; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [26938/07]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel
Dempsey): I have been advised by my Air Acci-
dent Investigation Unit (AAIU) that no “near
miss” was reported into the Unit for the 17
October 2007. Following receipt of this PQ, the
AAIU contacted Shannon ATC, Cork ATC, the
Irish Aviation Authority (IAA), BMI (Airline)
and Servisair (BMI Handler) to ascertain
whether such an event had occurred. All replied
in the negative. If the Deputy has further details
relating to this “near miss” I would request that
you provide same directly to the AAIU.

Rail Services.

217. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for
Transport the reason wheelchair bound persons
cannot access trains nearest to their homes but
have to hire a taxi to travel further distances at a
cost to the patient (details supplied). [26939/07]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel
Dempsey): I am informed by Iarnród Éireann
that access is available for wheelchair users to
both platforms at Kildare station and assistance
is provided upon advance request to the station
manager.

I understand therefore that it is not necessary
for Kildare wheelchair user customers to be
diverted to Newbridge station to gain access to
the rail services.

Rural Transport Services.

218. Deputy Brian O’Shea asked the Minister
for Transport his proposals to provide public
transport to serve isolated rural areas; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [27000/07]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel
Dempsey): Under my Department’s Rural Trans-
port Programme (RTP), thirty-four community
transport groups around the country are being
funded to address social exclusion in their rural
areas arising from unmet public transport needs.

The new Programme, administered by Pobal, is
building on the success of the former Rural
Transport Initiative (2000-2006) by putting that
pilot scheme on a permanent mainstreamed basis
with significantly increased funding.

Pobal has commenced a process to extend the
RTP on a phased basis with a goal of achieving
nation-wide coverage in due course in line with
Government policy.

The Government’s continued commitment to
the Rural Transport Programme (RTP) is
reflected in Towards 2016 which includes phased
increases in the annual RTP allocation over time
to about Euro 18 million. The National Develop-
ment Plan 2007-2013 — Transforming Ireland,
commits some Euro 90 million to the Rural
Transport Programme over its full term.

Some Euro 9 million is being provided for the
RTP in 2007 which it is envisaged will lead to an
increase in the frequency of existing services,
extended coverage, and additional groups of
customers accessing rural transport.

Rail Network.

219. Deputy Noel J. Coonan asked the Minister
for Transport his proposals in conjunction with
Iarnrod Éireann to upgrade a railway line (details
supplied) in County Tipperary. [27022/07]

220. Deputy Noel J. Coonan asked the Mini-
ster for Transport his proposals in conjunction
with Iarnrod Éireann to upgrade a railway line
and station (details supplied) in County
Tipperary. [27023/07]

221. Deputy Noel J. Coonan asked the Mini-
ster for Transport his proposals, in conjunction
with Iarnród Éireann to upgrade a railway line
and station (details supplied) in County
Tipperary. [27024/07]
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Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel
Dempsey): I propose to answer Questions Nos.
219 to 221, inclusive, together.

I understand from Iarnród Eireann that the
railway line from Limerick to Ballybrophy via
Nenagh, Co. Tipperary is currently one of the
more lightly used regional passenger lines on the
Iarnród Éireann network.

However the company is currently engaged in
a programme of track work to reduce the number
of severely speed restricted sections of track
along the line.

According to Iarnród Eireann, improvements
to the stations at Nenagh, Cloughjordan and
Roscrea will be carried out in due course as part
of Iarnród Eireann’s network wide accessibility
improvement programme.

Road Traffic Offences.

222. Deputy Jim O’Keeffe asked the Minister
for Transport the number of drivers who have
been prosecuted for an offence under the Rail-
way Safety Act 2005 section 138 (Bridge Strikes)
in the past 12 months; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27035/07]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel
Dempsey): The information sought by the
Deputy is not held by my Department. Statistics
on bridge strike offences is a matter for the
Garda Sı́ochána and the Courts Service.

Constituency Office No. Remuneration based on Expenses incl. overtime to
current payscales date

\ \

Civil Servant 2 30,628 – 48,594 1,039
23,221 – 37,651

Non Civil Servant 3 88,261 – 108,856 Nil
44,314 – 56,250
22,064 – 42,571

Total 5 1,039

225. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Transport the number of staff in his private
office; the number of these who are civil servants;
the number who are not; the cost to the
Exchequer of the salaries and expenses in a full
year for the civil servants and non-civil service

Private Office No. Remuneration based on current payscales Expenses incl overtime
to date

Civil Servant 8 \44,314 – \56,250 plus allowance \19,690 \1786
\30,628 – \48,594
\23,221 – \37,651 × 6

Non Civil Servant 1 \82,016 – \95,363 Nil

Total 9 \1786

Air Services.

223. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Mini-
ster for Transport when and the circumstances in
which the Secretary General of his Department
first became aware of the proposal of Aer Lingus
to remove the Shannon Heathrow slots; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [27104/07]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel
Dempsey): The circumstances in which the Sec-
retary General of my Department first became
aware of the proposal to establish a hub at Belfast
and the possible implications for Shannon Air-
port are set out in a Report recently prepared for
me by the Secretary General of my Department.

This report was completed on 25 October and
has been published on the website of the Depart-
ment of Transport and placed in the Dail library.

Ministerial Staff.

224. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Transport the number of staff in his constitu-
ency office; the number of these who are civil ser-
vants; the number who are not; the cost to the
Exchequer of the salaries and expenses in a full
year for the civil servants and non-civil service
staff; if he will provide the information in tabular
form; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27214/07]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel
Dempsey): The table attached provides the infor-
mation required by the Deputy.

staff; if he will provide the information in tabular
form; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27229/07]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel
Dempsey): The following table provides the
information required by the Deputy.
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226. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Transport the number, for each Minister of
State assigned to his Department, of staff in their
constituency office; the number of these who are
civil servants; the number who are not; the cost
to the Exchequer of the salaries and expenses in
a full year for the civil servants and non civil
service staff; if she will provide the information
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [27244/07]

227. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Transport the number, for each Minister of
State assigned to his Department, of staff in their
private office; the number of these who are civil
servants; the number who are not; the cost to the
Exchequer of the salaries and expenses in a full
year for the civil servants and non civil service
staff; if he will provide the information in tabular

Title Deadline for Target Date for Implementation
Transposition

Directive 2004/49/EC of the European Parliament and of the 30 April 2006 End November 2007
Council of 29 April 2004 on safety on the Community’s
railways and amending Council Directive 95/18/EC on the
licensing of railway undertakings and Directive 2001/14/EC
on the allocation of railway infrastructure capacity and the
levying of charges for the use of railway infrastructure and
safety certification (Railway Safety Directive).

Directive 2004/36/EC of the European Parliament and of the 30 April 2006 Mid November 2007
Council of 21 April 2004 on the safety of third-country
aircraft using Community airports

Directive 2003/59/EC of the European Parliament and of the 10 Sept 2006 End of December 2007
Council of 15th July 2003 on the initial qualification and
periodic training of drivers of certain road vehicles for the
carriage of goods or passengers, amending Council
Regulation (EEC) No 3820/85 and Council Directive
91/439/EEC and repealing Council Directive 76/914/EEC

Directive 2005/64/EC of the European Parliament and of the 15 December 2006 S.I. No. 166 was signed by the Minister
Council of 26 October 2005 on the type approval of motor (15 July, 2010 — on 11 April 2006 for Type Approval of
vehicles with regard to their reusability, recyclability and Implementation Motor Vehicles and the Road Safety
recoverability and amending Council Directive 70/156/EEC. Date for N1s — Authority is preparing the necessary

small vans). instrument in relation to Entry into
Service of Mechanically Propelled
Vehicles.

Council Directive 2006/103/EC of 20 November 2006 adapting 1 January 2007 Date not yet clear
certain Directives in the field of Transport Policy, by
reason of accession of Bulgaria and Romania.

Council Directive 2006/96/EC of 20 November 2006 adapting 1 January 2007 Draft regulations are under
certain Directives in the field of free movement of goods, consideration by my Department and
by reason of the accession of Bulgaria and Romania the Directive will be transposed as

soon as reasonably practicable

Directive 2005/14/EC of the European Parliament and of the 11 June 2007 End of November 2007
Council of 11 May 2005 amending Council Directives
72/166/EEC, 84/5/EEC, 88/357/EEC and 90/232/EEC and
Directive 2000/26/EC of the European Parliament and of
the Council relating to insurance against civil liability in
respect of the use of motor vehicles.

Commission Directive 2006/119/EC of 27 November 2006 30 September 2007 Draft regulations are under
amending for the purposes of adapting to technical consideration by my Department and
progress Directive 2001/56/EC of the European Parliament the Directive will be transposed as
and of the Council concerning heating systems for motor soon as reasonably practicable
vehicles and their trailers.

Commission Directive 2006/120/EC of 27 November 2006 30 September 2007 Draft regulations are under
correcting and amending Directive 2005/30/EC amending, consideration by my Department and
for the purposes of their adaptation to technical progress the Directive will be transposed as
Directives 97/24//EC and 2002/24/EC of the European soon as reasonably practicable

form; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27259/07]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel
Dempsey): I propose to take Questions Nos. 226
and 227 together.

There is no Minister of State in my
Department.

EU Directives.
228. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the

Minister for Transport the EU Directives
awaiting incorporation into Irish law in his
Department; the deadline for incorporation; the
date he foresees for implementation of each
directive; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27317/07]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel
Dempsey): The information requested by the
Deputy is contained in the table below.
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Title Deadline for Target Date for Implementation
Transposition

Parliament and of the Council, relating to the type-
approval of two or three-wheel motor vehicles.

Directive 2006/40/EC of the European Parliament and of the 4th January 2008 4th January 2008
Council of 17th May 2006 relating to emissions from air-
conditioning systems in motor vehicles and amending
Council Directive 70/156/EEC.

Directive 2006/23/EC of the European Parliament and of the 17th May 2008 April 2008
Council of 5th April 2006 on a Community air traffic
control licence.

Directive 2006/38/EC of the European Parliament and of the 10 June 2008 By end of March 2008
Council of 17 May 2006 amending Directive 1999/62/EC on
the charging of heavy goods vehicles for the use of certain
infrastructures.

Commission Directive 2007/32/EC of 1 June 2007 amending 2 December 2007 1 December 2008
Annex VI to Council Directive 96/48/EC on the
interoperability of the trans-European high-speed rail
system and Annex VI to Directive 2001/16/EC of the
European Parliament and of the Council on the
interoperability of the trans-European conventional rail
system.

Commission Directive 2007/15/EC of 14 March 2007 4 April 2008 4 April 2008
amending, for the purposes of its adaptation to technical
progress, Annex 1 to Council Directive 74/483/EEC
relating to the external projections of motor vehicles.

Commission Directive 2007/34/EC of 14 June 2007 amending, 5 July 2008 By the scheduled date
for the purposes of its adaptation to technical progress,
Annex 1 to Council Directive 70/157/EEC concerning the
permissible sound level & the exhaust system of motor
vehicles.

Commission Directive 2007/35/EC of 18 June 2007 amending, 9 July 2008 By the scheduled date
for the purposes of its adaptation to technical progress,
Annex 1 to Council Directive 76/756/EEC concerning the
installation of lighting & light-signalling devices on motor
vehicles & their trailers.

Commission Directive 2007/37/EC of 21 June 2007 amending 4 January 2008 By the scheduled date
Annexes 1 & 111 to Council Directive 70/156/EEC on the
approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to
the type-approval of motor vehicles & their trailers

Directive 2007/38/EC of the European Parliament and of the 6 August 2008 By the scheduled date
Council of 11 July 2007 on the retrofitting of mirrors to
heavy goods vehicles registered in the Community.

Air Services.

229. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for
Transport if he will purchase the four Heathrow
slots which are on offer from the former GB air-
lines and give them to the Shannon Airport
Authority for their permanent use to ensure con-
nectivity between the mid west and the rest of
the world; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27404/07]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Noel
Dempsey): It is not open to the State to acquire
slots at Heathrow airport as the applicable rules
only allow for slots to be assigned to airlines. The
provision of funding to any airline to fund the
acquisition of slots would be constrained by the
State aid rules.

Passport Applications.

230. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Mini-
ster for Foreign Affairs the number of people liv-
ing in Northern Ireland holding Irish passports;

the number of people in Northern Ireland who
have opted to hold an Irish passport since the
Belfast Agreement; the number of Irish passport
holders living in the United Kingdom, excluding
Northern Ireland who hold Irish passports; and if
he will make a statement on the matter.
[26949/07]

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Dermot
Ahern): The Passport Office database records
and collates data on applicants by place of birth
rather than place of residence. It is therefore pos-
sible only to give estimated figures in response to
this question.

While it is not possible to provide details on
passport holders resident in Northern Ireland it
is estimated that approximately 320,000 persons
who were born in Northern Ireland currently
hold valid Irish passports. The level of demand
from persons born in Northern Ireland has been
increasing since finalisation of the Good Friday
Agreement. Some 58,000 such applications were
received in 2006 compared to 15,000 in 1998. Fig-
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ures to the end of October suggest that the total
number of applications in 2007 will exceed 63,000.

The number of current passport holders in
Great Britain, is approximately 400,000.

Ministerial Staff.

231. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Foreign Affairs the number of staff in his con-
stituency office; the number of these who are civil
servants; the number who are not; the cost to the
Exchequer of the salaries and expenses in a full
year for the civil servants and non-civil service
staff; if he will provide the information in tabular
form; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27209/07]

232. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Foreign Affairs the number of staff in his
private office; the number of these who are civil
servants; the number who are not; the cost to the
Exchequer of the salaries and expenses in a full
year for the civil servants and non-civil service
staff; if he will provide the information in tabular
form; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27224/07]

233. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Foreign Affairs the number, for each Minister
of State assigned to his Department, of staff in
their constituency office; the number of these

Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr Dermot Ahern, T.D. Private Office

Grade/Position Number Salary Scale

Special Adviser (Non-established) 1 Principal Officer standard scale \82, 016 – \101,446

Press Adviser (Non-established) 1 Principal Officer standard scale \82, 016 – \101,446

First Secretary 1 1st Secretary PPC scale — \66,302 – \82,679

Higher Executive Officer 1 Higher Executive Officer higher scale \47,000 – \58,139

Personal Secretary(Non-established) 1 Executive Officer higher scale \29,093-\47,980

Executive Officer 1 Executive Officer standard scale \29,093 – \46,167

Clerical Officer 4 Clerical Officer PPC scale \23,221 – \37,652

Total 10

Constituency Office

Grade/Position Number Salary Scale

Personal Assistant (Non-established) 1 Higher Executive Officer standard scale \44,314 – \52,379
(based in constituency) (excludes long service increments)

Executive Officer 1 Executive Officer PPC scale \30,628 – \48,594

Clerical Officer 1 Clerical Officer PPC scale \23,221 – \37,652

Clerical Officer (worksharing) 0.5 Clerical Officer PPC scale \23,221 – \37,652

Clerical Officer (based in constituency) 1 Clerical Officer higher scale \23,086 – \36,546

Total 4.5

who are civil servants; the number who are not;
the cost to the Exchequer of the salaries and
expenses in a full year for the civil servants and
non civil service staff; if she will provide the infor-
mation in tabular form; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [27239/07]

234. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Foreign Affairs the number, for each Minister
of State assigned to his Department, of staff in
their private office; the number of these who are
civil servants; the number who are not; the cost
to the Exchequer of the salaries and expenses in
a full year for the civil servants and non civil
service staff; if he will provide the information in
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [27254/07]

235. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Mini-
ster for Foreign Affairs the number and grades of
staff employed in Minister for State with special
responsibility for European Affair’s Office; and
the annual cost of those staff. [27274/07]

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Dermot
Ahern): I propose to take Questions Nos. 231 to
235, inclusive, together.

The following tables set out the grades,
numbers and remuneration of the personnel in
my private and constituency offices and those of
the two Ministers of State at the Department of
Foreign Affairs.
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Minister of State, Mr. Dick Roche, T.D.

Private Office

Grade/Position Number Salary Scale

Special Adviser (Non-established) 1 Principal Officer standard scale \82, 016 – \101,446

Personal Assistant (Non-established) 1 Higher Executive Officer standard scale \44,314 – \52,379
(excludes long service increments)

Higher Executive Officer 1 Higher Executive Officer standard scale \44,314 – \56,250

Staff Officer 1 Staff Officer standard scale \33,258 – \44,407

Clerical Officer 2 Clerical Officer standard scale \22,058 – \35,773

Total 6

Constituency Office

Grade/Position Number Salary Scale

Personal Secretary (Non-established) (based in 1 Secretarial Assistant Scale \22,064 – \42,571
constituency) (Plus a 10% attraction allowance)

Staff Officer 1 Staff Officer standard scale \33,258 – \44,407

Clerical Officer 1 Clerical Officer standard scale \22,058 – \35,773

Clerical Officer (worksharing) 0.5 Clerical Officer standard scale \22,058 – \35,773

Clerical Officer 2 Clerical Officer PPC scale \23,221 – \37,652

Total 5.5

Minister of State, Mr. Mı́chael Kitt, T.D.

Private Office

Grade/Position Number Salary Scale

Executive Officer 1 Executive Officer PPC scale \30,628 – \48,594

Executive Officer 1 Executive Officer standard scale \29,093 – \46,167

Clerical Officer 2 Clerical Officer PPC scale \23,221 – \37,652

Clerical Officer (worksharing) 0.6 Clerical Officer PPC scale \23,221 – \37,652

Total 4.6

Constituency Office

Grade/Position Number Salary Scale

Personal Assistant (Non-established) 1 Parliamentary Assistant scale \39,112 – \49,685

Personal Secretary (Non-established) (based in 1 Secretarial Assistant Scale \22,064 – \42,571 (Plus a
constituency) 10% attraction allowance)

Clerical Officer 1 Clerical Officer standard scale \22,058 – \35,773

Clerical Officer 2 Clerical Officer PPC scale \23,221 – \37,652

Total 5

The employment contract of the non-established
officers referred to in these tables is coterminous
with the appointment of the relevant office
holder. Overtime, travel and subsistence expenses
are paid in accordance with normal Civil Service

regulations. Personal Pension Contribution
(PPC) scales apply where officers were employed
since 6 April 1995, pay class A rate of PRSI and
make a personal pension contribution.
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EU Directives.

236. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the
Minister for Foreign Affairs the EU Directives
awaiting incorporation into Irish law in his
Department; the deadline for incorporation; the
date he foresees for implementation of each
directive; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27313/07]

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Dermot
Ahern): My Department, which has an overall
coordinating role in relation to EU matters, does
not as a rule have responsibility for transposing
EU measures into Irish law. Currently, there are
no EU Directives awaiting incorporation into
Irish law in my Department.

The Government remains firmly committed to
the effective and timely transposition of EU
Directives into Irish law. My colleague Mr Dick
Roche, T.D., Minister of State for European
Affairs, has reconstituted the Interdepartmental
Coordinating Committee for European Affairs
(ICCEUA), a high-level group which meets regu-
larly and, inter alia, monitors the transposition of
EU legislation.

The Department of the Taoiseach, in collabor-
ation with other Departments, has created a
special data base, which monitors and coordinates
information relating to EU directives. This will
serve as an important tool in enabling Ireland to
meet deadlines for transposing EU measures.

Furthermore, the European Commission
recently published a communication entitled A
Europe of Results — Applying Community Law
where it has proposed a pilot project on measures
to improve the application of Community Law.
Ireland is engaged in discussions with the Com-
mission with a view to participating in the pilot
project.

Business Regulation.

237. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he has
made a commitment on behalf of Ireland to
reduce the cost to business of national regulations
by 25% by 2012 at the Spring European Council;
the interim targets; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27172/07]

244. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if Ireland
has made a specific commitment to reduce the
cost to business of national regulations by 25%
by 2012 as called for at the Spring 2007 European
Council meeting; the interim targets; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [27151/07]

248. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
number of times the High-Level Group on Busi-

ness Regulation has met since the formation of
the Government; the members of the group; and
if he will make a statement on the matter.
[27155/07]

253. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Enterprise, Trade and Employment when he
will make his first annual report outlining the pro-
gress he has made in reducing administrative bur-
dens on business as agreed at EU level; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [27160/07]

254. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he has
responded to the agreement at EU level by set-
ting a national target for the reduction of admin-
istrative burdens on business; the details of that
target; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27161/07]

257. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will
use the international standards cost model in
assessing the impact of regulation on industry and
business; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27164/07]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Deputy Micheál Martin): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 237, 244, 248, 253, 254 and 257
together.

In March this year, the European Council
agreed that “administrative burdens arising from
EU legislation should be reduced by 25% by
2012. Taking into account the different starting
points and traditions the European Council
invites Member States to set their own national
targets of comparable ambition within their
spheres of competence by 2008.”

Prior to the Taoiseach’s departure for the
Spring European Council, the Government
agreed that I should lead the cross-Departmental
and agency drive, and put in place a mechanism
under the Secretary General of my Department,
to drive this agenda at national level.

Before setting a definitive target, I intend to
consult with other Departments and Agencies on
the extent of administrative burdens and on
measures that have been undertaken or are
planned to reduce that burden.

As part of the effort at national level, earlier
this year, I established the High-level Group on
Business Regulation, under the chairmanship of
the Secretary General of my Department. The
High-level Group comprises representatives of
Government Departments and Agencies, the
business sector and a representative of ICTU.
The members are:
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Sean Gorman Secretary General Department of Enterprise, Trade and
(Chairman) Employment

Liam Berney Union Services Officer Irish Congress of Trade Unions

Patricia Callan Director, SFA Small Firms Association

Marie Daly Head of Legal and Regulatory Affairs Irish Business and Employers’ Confederation

Pat Delaney Director of Business Sectors Irish Business and Employers’ Confederation

Gearoid Doyle Founder Kinsale Capital

Pat Farrell Chief Executive Officer Irish Bankers’ Federation

Mark Fielding Chief Executive Officer Irish Small and Medium Enterprises

Liam Irwin Deputy Secretary, Strategic Planning Division Revenue Commissioners

Philip Kelly Assistant Secretary Department of the Taoiseach

Irene Lynch Fannon Professor of Law Faculty and Department of Law, UCC

Steve MacFeely Director, Business Statistics Central Statistics Office

John O’Connell Assistant Secretary Department of Finance

Tom O’Mahony Assistant Secretary Department of the Environment and Local
Government

Breda Power Assistant Secretary Department of Enterprise, Trade and
Employment

The High-level Group has decided to focus
initially on ways to reduce, simplify and eliminate
unnecessary administrative burdens and associ-
ated costs in five priority areas and will capture
the savings arising from their work on a case by
case basis. The five priority areas are:

• Taxation,

• Statistical Reporting

• Environmental Regulations

• Health and Safety Regulations, and

• Company and Employment Law.

The five priority areas are those identified in the
report of the Business Regulation Forum (BRF),
published in April 2007. The approach being
taken is in line with the BRF’s recommendation
that “given the resource implications associated
with undertaking a full baseline measurement
exercise, a prioritised and selective approach is
the most realistic way forward for Ireland”.

The High Level Group has met twice so far in
2007, on the 26th of July and the 2nd of October.

I expect the Group to submit an initial report
to me by July 2008.

Visa Applications.

238. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Mini-
ster for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if,
further to correspondence (details supplied) he
will address the issues raised and have them
addressed; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [26953/07]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Deputy Micheál Martin): A holder of a
Green Card who previously held a work authoriz-
ation / work visa issued by the Department of
Justice, Equality and Law Reform may in certain
circumstances change employer within 12 months
of issue of a Green Card.

This position has been conveyed to the
applicant.

Community Employment Schemes.

239. Deputy Jimmy Deenihan asked the Mini-
ster for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if the
cut off age for community employment schemes
will be extended to sixty years in view of the age-
ing population here; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [26987/07]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Deputy Micheál Martin): Community
Employment (CE) is an active labour market
programme designed to provide eligible long
term unemployed people and other disadvan-
taged persons with an opportunity to engage in
useful work within their communities on a fixed
term basis. CE helps unemployed people to re-
enter the open labour market by breaking their
experience of unemployment through a return to
a work routine and to assist them to
enhance/develop both their technical and per-
sonal skills.

The upper age limit for CE participants is 65
years.

With effect from 10 November 2004 those aged
55 years of age and over are eligible to participate
on CE for a maximum period of 6 years, based
on participation since 3rd April 2000. In June
2006 the participation limit for people with a dis-
ability was increased by 1 year. These measures
were introduced in recognition of the fact that
older participants and participants with a dis-
ability may find it more difficult to progress into
the open labour market.

Work Permits.

240. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Mini-
ster for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if the
case of a person (details supplied) who has
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applied for a green card permit will be processed
as soon as possible; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [26996/07]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Deputy Micheál Martin): The Employ-
ment Permits Section of my Department informs
me that a green card application was received in
respect of the above named person. The permit
was refused and the applicant subsequently
lodged an appeal of the decision. The appeal was
successful and a Green Card Permit has now
been issued.

Job Creation.

241. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for
Enterprise, Trade and Employment the measures
being taken to encourage new industry into a
county (details supplied); and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [26998/07]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Deputy Micheál Martin): State support for
enterprise and job creation is channelled through
the industrial development agencies. While I may
give general policy directives to the development
agencies, I am precluded under the Industrial
Development Acts from giving directives regard-
ing individual industrial undertakings, or from
giving preference to one area over others.

Through its range of overseas offices, IDA
Ireland is actively promoting Co. Wexford for
new and expansion investments. In line with the
National Spatial Strategy, the Agency is concen-
trating its resources on the hub town of Wexford,
as the location with the greatest potential to
develop first class facilities for attracting overseas
industry. At present in County Wexford, there
are over 1,900 people working in 11 IDA sup-
ported companies. The Agency is actively
engaged with its existing base of manufacturing
companies in the County highlighting the import-
ance of upskilling/reskilling and the need to add
high-value activities in order to ensure their
development and sustainability for the long-term.

Enterprise Ireland is committed to delivering
on its regional mandate and continues to support
the development of entrepreneurship in the
region in collaboration with other State agencies
and educational establishments. In terms of job
creation, the Agency’s activity is focused on the
creation of new jobs through supporting entre-
preneurs, setting up new High Potential Start-Up
companies, the retention and creation of new jobs
in existing companies and in enhancing the inno-
vation capability of Ireland at a national and
regional level through support of research in
companies and third level institutions. Enterprise
Ireland has 163 client companies in County
Wexford, which employ a total of 3,603 people.

The Wexford County Enterprise Board (CEB)
assists micro enterprises in the county and, during

2006, the Board grant-aided 28 projects resulting
in the creation of 36 jobs.

I am satisfied that the co-operation between
the State agencies, together with the roll out of
the National Development Plan 2007-2013, will
continue to bear fruit in terms of job creation and
investment for the people of Wexford.

Employment Support Services.

242. Deputy Jim O’Keeffe asked the Minister
for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the new
programmes or approaches to training and
employment for people with mental health prob-
lems that have been adopted or are definitively
planned bearing in mind the high level of unem-
ployment among people with mental health prob-
lems and the recommendations of the National
Mental Health Policy Framework A Vision for
Change. [27048/07]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Deputy Micheál Martin): FÁS offers a
comprehensive menu of vocational training and
employment supports for people with disabilities,
consistent with current mainstreaming policy.
People with disabilities are encouraged to apply
for training and the appropriate supports are put
in place to meet their particular individual needs.
If people with disabilities cannot meet the
requirements of mainline vocational training,
with training supports, then the individual is
referred to Specialist Training Provision contrac-
ted by FÁS. This is done on the basis of an occu-
pational guidance interview with a FÁS Employ-
ment Services Officer as Employment Services
are the “Gateway” for all FÁS services.

As of 1st November 2007, all clients with a dis-
ability presenting to FÁS will be registered with
Employment Services. This will enable FÁS to
track and support clients with a disability in a
more systematic way with the objective of provid-
ing better labour market outcomes. Accordingly
they will deal with a named Employment Support
Officer/Local Employment Service mediator in
all their contacts with FÁS. Their applications are
considered priority for FÁS training courses,
access to additional supports under the High Sup-
port Process and under FÁS’s Technical Employ-
ment Support Grants.

A working group has been established to
oversee the implementation of the recom-
mendations of the Indecon Report. It relates
specifically to services contracted out to specialist
training providers by FÁS. The focus of this
working group is on achieving greater efficiencies
and value for money in relation to the significant
levels of public funding being allocated to such
training providers each year.

The recommendations in the recently pub-
lished “Framework for the Training and Employ-
ment of People with Mental Health Difficulties”,
published by the Mental Health Forum, are being
considered for implementation. In this regard
FÁS will be giving particular attention to:
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• The introduction of new supports, or the
adaptation of existing ones, with a view to
further improving training options avail-
able to people with disabilities.

• Introducing bridging programmes to assist
the transition between rehabilitative and
open vocational training and

• Enhancing the prospects for the placement
of people with disabilities in the open
labour market.

EU Directives.

243. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will
report on Ireland’s progress in transposing the
EU internal market directives; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [27149/07]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Deputy Micheál Martin): A fully func-
tioning Single Market is of crucial importance for
growth, competitiveness and employment in
Europe and, in this respect, the timely and correct
transposition of EU Internal Market Directives
into national law plays a vitally important role.

The European Commission’s Internal Market
Scoreboard, published twice a year, highlights
how successful each Member State has been in
conforming to the transposition deadlines of
Internal Market legislation. At the moment, each
Member State is required to have 98.5% of its
Internal Market Directives transposed by the due
date, i.e. a deficit of no more than 1.5%. The
European Council has imposed a new deficit tar-
get of 1% to apply from 2009.

Ireland’s transposition deficits since the first
Internal Market Scoreboard was published in
November 1997 are set out in the table below. It
is anticipated that Ireland’s deficit rating for the
December 2007 Scoreboard will be under the
1.5% target.

Internal Market Scoreboard — Irish Deficits

Date Deficit Date Deficit
Rating Rating

% %

Nov 1997 5.4

May 1998 5.4 Nov 1998 5.8

May 1999 3.9 Nov 1999 4.4

May 2000 4 Nov 2000 3.6

May 2001 3.3 Nov 2001 2.4

May 2002 2.4 Nov 2002 2.6

May 2003 3.5 No Scoreboard

July 2004 1.2 No Scoreboard

July 2005 1.6 Dec 2005 1.8

July 2006 2.0 Dec 2006 1.2

July 2007 1.7 Dec 2007

Question No. 244 answered with Question
No. 237.

Single Market Review.

245. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Enterprise, Trade and Employment his views
on the EU single market review; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [27152/07]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Deputy Micheál Martin): The Internal (or
Single) Market is one of the European Union’s
most significant achievements. It has created jobs
and stimulated growth. It has created an agreed
set of rules for businesses that now have access
to a market of 500 million consumers. It has gen-
erated high quality safety standards and has
offered consumers (including business
consumers) a wider choice of goods and services
at lower prices. Despite its achievements,
however, it is still not a fully functioning entity.

The Commission’s Interim Report on the Sin-
gle Market, entitled A Single Market for Citizens,
was presented to the March 2007 European
Council. It stressed that the Single Market must
be a market for consumers and citizens; for an
integrated European economy; for a knowledge
society; for a well-regulated Europe; for a sus-
tainable Europe; and for a Europe that must be
open to the world.

The Commission’s Final Report is likely to
state that the internal market should focus on
issues that affect the everyday lives of consumers
and businesses, such as telecommunications,
energy and retail financial services. It is likely to
refer to the need to support SMEs due to the
difficulties that small businesses often experience
in negotiating the Single Market. It is also likely
to refer to the need for more progress in the area
of services, including the transposition of the
Services Directive. It is likely to make reference
to the social and environmental dimension of
internal market policy. In that regard, new
approaches are necessary (for example, transition
towards a low-carbon economy) if the EU’s citi-
zens are to be able to meet the challenges of the
future. The Report is also likely to refer to the
international dimension of the Single Market,
which would make Europe more attractive for
foreign investors and allow Europe to take a lead-
ing role when global rules and standards are
being defined.

Ireland has contributed to the Review through
our participation in the various European fora at
which it was discussed. In addition, my Depart-
ment asked Forfas to undertake a critical assess-
ment of the Single Market from an Irish perspec-
tive. The study addresses where the real barriers
are and what is preventing Irish businesses and
consumers from exploiting the Single Market to
its full potential. The study, which will be avail-
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able to my Department shortly, will contribute to
Ireland’s position in the discussions following the
publication of the Report.

I look forward to the publication of the Com-
mission’s Final Report, which is expected to be
published later this month. As a trading nation,
we can only benefit from a fully functioning Sin-
gle Market that addresses the remaining areas
that need to be tackled and whose rules are
applied in a fair, transparent and timely fashion.
A fully functioning Single Market will also
increase the confidence of citizens, consumers
and businesses in the institutions of the EU gen-
erally and in its future.

Company Law Review.

246. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if, with
regard to the on-going review of company law, he
will implement any amendment to company law
with regard to residential management compan-
ies; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27153/07]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Deputy Micheál Martin): The Government
has approved the drafting by the Office of the
Parliamentary Counsel of the Companies Con-
solidation and Reform Bill along the lines of the
General Scheme prepared by the Company Law
Review Group.

The General Scheme was designed to provide
an appropriate framework for the formation and
operation of companies and is framed primarily
with private, commercially operating, companies
in mind. The underlying philosophy behind the
proposals in the General Scheme is to simplify
company law for the benefit of business operators
and company law practitioners.

Recognising the role that company law could
play in relation to property management compan-
ies, the Company Law Review Group consulted
widely on its proposals and gave specific con-
sideration to that aspect. As a result, the General
Scheme contains a number of provisions with the
express intention of facilitating the use of the
company structure by multi-unit developments.
For example, the membership limit of 99 which
will ordinarily apply to the most common com-
pany type, the private company limited by shares,
will not apply in the case of a residential manage-
ment company. Also, the membership of a resi-
dential management company will be deemed to
transfer from the vendor to the purchaser upon
the sale of the underlying property to which the
membership relates. These proposals represent
very specific carve-outs from the general pro-
visions concerning the standard private company
limited by shares.

Export Licensing.

247. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he has
committed to implementing all the recom-
mendations of the Forfás report on the export of
armaments and dual-use items with particular ref-
erence to the non-legislative recommendations;
and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[27154/07]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Deputy Micheál Martin): As indicated by
my colleague, Minister McGuinness, in the Dáil
debate on 4 October on the Control of Exports
Bill, my Department has acted on the non-legis-
lative recommendations of the Forfás review on
the export licensing of military and dual-use
goods in Ireland.

The export licensing function has remained
with the Department of Enterprise, Trade and
Employment, as recommended by the review.
However, much has been done to improve coor-
dination with the other Government Depart-
ments and state agencies in particular the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs which is consulted on all
licence applications with foreign policy consider-
ations and the Customs authorities of the
Revenue Commissioners. In this regard, an
official has been seconded by the Department of
Foreign Affairs to a senior managerial role in the
Licensing Unit of my Department.

It is my intention to transform the Inter
Departmental Group established to oversee pro-
duction of the Report this group into a standing
Inter Departmental Committee which will take
forward responsibility for coordinating the work
of the Departments and agencies in the area of
export control. A priority of the Inter Depart-
mental Group is the establishment of a Technical
Advisory Panel to act as a specialist resource for
my Department on technical questions related to
the licensing process.

Acting on the recommendation of the Forfás
Review, a project to develop an online export
licensing system has been underway for the past
year and the system, OELAS, will be released to
exporters in the next few weeks. My Department
has developed an outreach to industry prog-
ramme for export control. A good working
relationship has been established with individual
companies and with appropriate umbrella organ-
isations and they are regularly briefed on the lat-
est developments in this sector. My Department
organised the first ever export control seminar for
exporters of controlled goods in June 2006 in
Farmleigh, at which a Users Guide and
Customers Charter to Export Licensing was
launched.

In conclusion, I would like to reassure the
House that I remain committed to implementing
the recommendations of the Forfás report.
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Question No. 248 answered with Question
No. 237.

EU Directives.

249. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Enterprise, Trade and Employment his views
on the Services Directive; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [27156/07]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Deputy Micheál Martin): The Directive on
Services in the internal market (Directive
2006/123/EC) is a major piece of internal market
legislation. It creates a “single market” for com-
mercial services and is a key provision of the
Lisbon Agenda. It provides a framework for
service providers to become established in
another Member State or to provide services
there on a temporary basis. It strengthens the
rights of consumers as users of services. It estab-
lishes legally binding obligations for administra-
tive co-operation between Member States in con-
nection with the activities of service providers
availing of the Single Market outside their own
Member State.

The Directive has significant implications for
the development of the services sector in Ireland.
Trade-related services, other business services
and recreational services will benefit from the
opening up of the European market. Some
services sectors will face competition from
abroad, which will spur greater innovation and
productivity in those sectors. Indeed, much of the
benefit of the Directive will result from increased
competition in the European services market,
which will create new export opportunities for
Irish service providers and make services avail-
able to Irish consumers (including business
consumers) at lower prices. The overall effect will
be beneficial for the Irish economy, including its
competitiveness.

Transposition of the Directive is currently
underway in my Department. There will be
extensive consultations with stakeholders, includ-
ing the social partners, over the next twelve
months. A Regulatory Impact Assessment is also
being prepared on the Directive. The target date
for the transposition of the Directive is 28th
December 2009.

Work Permits.

250. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
amount his Department has accrued in fees paid
with respect to work permit applications and
renewals for each of the past five years; if he has
plans to increase or reduce the level of these
charges; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27157/07]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Deputy Micheál Martin): I set out below
receipts for employment permit fees paid for each
of the past 5 years:

Year \m

2002 14.509

2003 20.216

2004 12.864

2005 11.603

2006 10.624

I have no plans at this time to increase or reduce
the fees applicable for employment permit
applications.

251. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the length
of time it takes on average for his Department to
issue a work permit from the time the application
has been received; if he is satisfied with the length
of time taken; if he will introduce measures to
speed up the process; if he has set targets or
benchmarks in this regard; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [27158/07]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Deputy Micheál Martin): The following
table illustrates the current processing time for
Employment Permits applications. I am pleased
to inform the Deputy that we are meeting our
customer service targets for Green Cards and
Intra Company Transfers. The current processing
time for Work Permits is 18 days and for Spousal
Permits 22 days. Staff have been redeployed in
the last 3 days to process Spousal Permits and
Work Permits in order to bring these Employ-
ment applications within our target processing
times.

Permit Type Customer Service Position at 02
Target (days) November 2007

(days)

Work Permits 15 18

Spousal Permits 15 22

Green Cards 15 13

ICTs 15 2

Regulatory Impact Assessments.

252. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the mech-
anism used to calculate the cost to business of
new regulations when his Department carries out
a regulatory impact assessment; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [27159/07]

256. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
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section of his Department responsible for carry-
ing out regulatory impact assessments; if he will
explain the process and methodology used; and if
he will make a statement on the matter.
[27163/07]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Deputy Micheál Martin): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 252 and 256 together.

Regulatory impact assessments are carried out
by the Section responsible for the regulation in
question. In so doing, the Section draws on the
Regulatory Impact Analysis Guidelines published
by the Department of the Taoiseach in October
2005, which includes guidelines on cost/benefit
analysis. Within my own Department a dedicated
toolkit has also been prepared to help Sections to
undertake the RIA process.

Questions Nos. 253 and 254 answered with
Question No. 237.

EU Directives.

255. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Enterprise, Trade and Employment when the
UCITS Directive will be transposed into Irish
law; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27162/07]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Deputy Micheál Martin): I assume the
Deputy is referring to the most recent amend-
ment of the UCITS directives, namely EU Com-
mission Directive 2007/16/EC of 19th March 2007
implementing Council Directive 85/611/EEC on
the coordination of laws, regulations and adminis-
trative provisions relating to undertakings for col-

Staff Number & Grade Total Annual Total Annual Expenses
Salaries Allowances

\ \ \

Civil Servants 2 Clerical Officers 102,967.00 290.19
1 Clerical Officer,
w/s (.8)

Non Civil Servants 1 Personal Assistant 102,587.00 4,174
1 Personal Secretary,
w/s (.6)
1 Personal Secretary,
w/s (.5)

259. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
number of staff in his private office; the number
of these who are civil servants; the number who
are not; the cost to the Exchequer of the salaries
and expenses in a full year for the civil servants
and non-civil service staff; if he will provide the
information in tabular form; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [27221/07]

lective investments in transferable securities
(UCITS) as regards the clarification of certain
definitions.

Member States are required to transpose this
amending Directive into national law by 23rd
March 2008. Ireland expects to complete the
necessary transposition process ahead of this
deadline by the end of 2007. The earlier UCITS
directives have already been transposed into
Irish law.

Question No. 256 answered with Question
No. 252.

Question No. 257 answered with Question
No. 237.

Ministerial Staff.

258. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
number of staff in his constituency office; the
number of these who are civil servants; the
number who are not; the cost to the Exchequer
of the salaries and expenses in a full year for the
civil servants and non-civil service staff; if he will
provide the information in tabular form; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [27206/07]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Deputy Micheál Martin): The breakdown
of the staffing complement of those currently
employed in my constituency office is outlined in
the Table below together with the total annual
salaries, and total annual allowances pertaining to
each category, i.e. civil servants and non civil
service staff. Expenses relate to the period
01/01/07 up to the present day. Costs do not
include any overtime which may be worked.

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Deputy Micheál Martin): The breakdown
of the staffing complement of those currently
employed in my private office is outlined in the
Table below together with the total annual salar-
ies and total annual allowances pertaining to each
category, i.e. civil servants and non civil service
staff. Expenses relate to the period 01/01/07 up to
the present day. Costs do not include any over-
time which may be worked.
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Staff Number & Grade Total Annual Total Annual Expenses
Salaries Allowances

\ \ \

Civil Servants 1 Private Secretary (HEO) 278,496.00 19,690.08 4,727.13
2 Executive Officers
5 Clerical Officers

Non Civil Servants 1 Special Adviser 266,325.00 8,895.00 8,011.64
1 Policy Adviser
1 Press Adviser

260. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
number, for each Minister of State assigned to his
Department, of staff in their constituency office;
the number of these who are civil servants; the
number who are not; the cost to the Exchequer
of the salaries and expenses in a full year for the
civil servants and non civil service staff; if she will

Table 1

Minister of State Civil Servants Non Civil Servants

Office of the Minister of State for Labour Affairs (Mr. Billy Nil 1 Personal Assistant
Kelleher T.D.) 1 Personal Secretary

Office of the Minister for Innovation Policy (Mr. Michael 1 Clerical Officer 1 Personal Assistant
Ahern T.D.) 1 Personal Secretary

Office of the Minister for Trade and Commerce (Mr. John Nil 1 Personal Assistant
McGuinness T.D.) 1 Personal Secretary,

w/s (.8)

Each Minister of State also employs 2 Civilian
Drivers. The drivers work alternate weeks on a
week on/week off basis. The current salary for a
Civilian Driver is \ 33,148.00 per annum.

The total annual salary costs and the total
annual allowances for each of the Minister’s of
State Constituency Offices are set out in Table 2
below. Expenses for Minister Ahern’s Office

Table 2

Constituency Office Total Annual Total Annual Total Annual Expenses
Salaries — Civil Salaries — Non Allowances —

Servants Civil Servants Non Civil
Servants

\ \ \

Office of the Minister for Labour Affairs Nil 134,298 6,801.00 3,793.54

Office of the Minister for Innovation Policy 30,805 165,695 Nil 23,210.53

Office of the Minister for Trade and Commerce Nil 152,797 4,432.00 1,938.15

261. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
number, for each Minister of State assigned to his
Department, of staff in their private office; the
number of these who are civil servants; the
number who are not; the cost to the Exchequer
of the salaries and expenses in a full year for the
civil servants and non civil service staff; if he will

provide the information in tabular form; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [27236/07]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Deputy Micheál Martin): The breakdown
of the staffing complement of those currently
employed in the constituency offices of the three
Ministers of State at the Department of
Enterprise, Trade and Employment is outlined in
Table 1 below.

relate to the period 01/01/07 up to the present.
Expenses for Minister Kelleher’s Office relate to
the period 20/06/07 to the present while expenses
for Minister McGuinness’ Office relate to the
period 11/07/07 to the present date.

It should be noted that the salary costs are
inclusive of the Civilian Driver salaries. Costs do
not include any overtime which may be worked.

provide the information in tabular form; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [27251/07]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Deputy Micheál Martin): The breakdown
of the staffing complement of those currently
employed in the private offices of the three Mini-
sters of State at the Department of Enterprise,
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Trade and Employment is outlined in Table 1
below.

Table 1

Minister of State Civil Servants Non Civil Servants

Office of the Minister of State for Labour Affairs (Mr. Billy 1 Private Secretary, (HEO) Nil
Kelleher T.D.) 1 Executive Officer

3 Clerical Officers

Office of the Minister for Innovation Policy (Mr. Michael 1 Private Secretary, (HEO) Nil
Ahern T.D.) 1 Executive Officer

1 Clerical Officer

Office of the Minister for Trade and Commerce( Mr. John 1 Private Secretary, (HEO) Nil
McGuinness T.D.) 1 Staff Officer

1 Clerical Officer

The total annual salary costs and the total annual
allowances for each of the Ministers of State
Private Offices are set out in Table 2 below.
Expenses for Minister Ahern’s Office relate to
the period 01/01/07 up to the present. Expenses

Table 2

Constituency Office Total Annual Total Annual Total Annual Expenses
Salaries — Civil Salaries — Non Allowances —

Servants Civil Servants Civil Servants

\ \ \

Office of the Minister for Labour Affairs 172,059 Nil 19,690.08 4,382.90

Office of the Minister for Innovation Policy 126,972 Nil 19,690.08 785.61

Office of the Minister for Trade and Commerce 117,503 Nil 19,690.08 904.36

Community Employment Schemes.

262. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister
for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the guide-
lines governing applications by people aged 55
and over for community employment schemes.
[27266/07]

263. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister
for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the over-
all guidelines for a person applying for a place on
a community employment scheme. [27267/07]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Deputy Micheál Martin): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 262 and 263 together.

Community Employment (CE) is an active
labour market programme designed to provide
eligible long term unemployed people and other
disadvantaged persons with an opportunity to
engage in useful work within their communities
on a fixed term basis. CE helps unemployed
people to re-enter the open labour market by
breaking their experience of unemployment
through a return to a work routine and to assist
them to enhance/develop both their technical and
personal skills.

The criteria for participating on the Com-
munity Employment programme are based on

for Minister Kelleher’s Office relate to the period
20/06/07 to the present while expenses for Mini-
ster McGuinness’ Office relate to the period
11/07/07 to the present date. Costs do not include
any overtime which may be worked.

age and length of time in receipt of various social
welfare payments. In general, the Part-time Inte-
gration Option is for people of 25 or over who
are receiving social welfare payments for 1 year
or more, and people of 18 years or over in receipt
of disability-related payments. The Part-time Job
Option is for people who are 35 or over and in
receipt of social welfare payments for 3 years or
longer.

Certain groups such as travellers and refugees
aged 18 or over are eligible for both options. If
you qualify under the criteria but do not wish to
take up the option yourself, there are certain con-
ditions under which you can do a spousal swap.

To cater for older workers in particular, in
November 2004 I revised the 3 year CE cap to
allow those of 55 years of age and over to avail
of a 6-year period on CE (based on participation
since 3rd April 2000). Subsequently, the partici-
pation limit for persons eligible for CE based on
a Social Welfare disability linked payment was
increased by one year. These measures were
introduced in recognition of the fact that older
participants and participants with a disability may
find it more difficult to progress into the open
labour market.

Ministerial Staff.

264. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Mini-
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ster for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
number and grades of staff employed in Minister
for State with special responsibility for Inno-
vation Policy’s Office; and the annual cost of
those staff. [27275/07]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Deputy Micheál Martin): The breakdown

Minister of State Staff Total Annual
Salary & Expenses

(Incl. Civil
Servants & Non

Civil Servants

Office of the Minister for Innovation Policy (Mr. Michael 1 Private Secretary, (HEO) \367,158.22
Ahern T.D.) 1 Executive Officer

1 Clerical Officer
1 Personal Assistant
1 Personal Secretary
2 Civilian Drivers

265. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Mini-
ster for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the
number and grades of staff employed in Minister
for State with special responsibility for Lifelong
Learning, Youth Work and School Transport’s
Office; and the annual cost of those staff.
[27283/07]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Deputy Micheál Martin): The Minister for
State with special responsibility for Lifelong
Learning, Youth Work and School Transport
does not have a dedicated office in this Depart-
ment. Instead, a senior official of the relevant
business unit in my Department is appointed to
liaise with the Minister of State and to provide
him with the necessary support in the perform-
ance of his functions.

266. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the
Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment
the number and grades of staff employed in Mini-
ster for State with responsibility for Disability
Issues and Mental Health’s Office; and the annual
cost of those staff. [27286/07]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Deputy Micheál Martin): The Minister for
State with special responsibility for Disability
Issues and Mental Health does not have a dedi-
cated office in this Department. Instead, a senior
official of the relevant business unit in my
Department is appointed to liaise with the Mini-
ster of State and to provide him with the neces-
sary support in the performance of his functions.

EU Directives.

267. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the
Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment
the EU Directives awaiting incorporation into
Irish law in his Department; the deadline for
incorporation; the date he foresees for implemen-

of the staffing complement of those currently
employed in the office of the Minister for State
with special responsibility for Innovation Policy
is set out in the table. The total annual salary cost
of staff is also included. Costs do not include any
overtime which may be worked.

tation of each directive; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [27310/07]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Deputy Micheál Martin): There are cur-
rently a total of thirteen Directives due to be
transposed by my Department up to 2010. All
Directives are expected to be transposed on
schedule bar one overdue Directive
(2006/139/EC), which will be transposed in
November 2007. There are three Directives due
for transposition before 31 December 2007 by my
Department as follows:

1. Directive 2006/139/EC amending Council
Directive as regards restrictions on the market-
ing and use of arsenic compounds for the of
adapting its Annex I to technical progress.

Transposition Deadline: 30 June 2007.

2. Directive 2005/56/EC of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 26 October
2005 on cross-border mergers of limited liab-
ility companies.

Transposition Deadline: 15 December
2007.

3. Directive 2006/122/EC of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 12 December
2006 relating to restrictions on the marketing
and use of certain dangerous substances and
preparations.

Transposition Deadline: 26 December
2007.

There are eight Directives due for transposition
in 2008 by my Department as follows:

1. Commission Directive 2007/16/EC on
undertakings for collective investment in trans-
ferable securities (UCITS).

Transposition Deadline: 23 March 2008.
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2. Directive 2006/68/EC of the European
Parliament and Council amending Directive
77/91/EC regarding the formation of public
limited liability companies and the mainten-
ance & alteration of their capital.

Transposition Deadline: 15 April 2008.

3. Directive 2004/40/EC of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004
on the minimum health and safety require-
ments regarding the exposure of workers to the
risks arising from physical agents
(electromagnetic fields) (18th individual
Directive within the meaning of Article 16(1)
of Directive 89/391/EEC).

Transposition Deadline: 29 April 2008.

4. Directive 2006/121/EC amending Council
Directive 67/548/EEC on the approximation of
laws, regulations and administrative provisions
relating to the classification, packaging and
labelling of dangerous substances in order to
adapt it to Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006 con-
cerning the Registration, Authorisation and
Restriction of Chemicals (REACH) and estab-
lishing a European Chemicals Agency.

Transposition Deadline: 1 June 2008.

5. Directive 2006/42/EC of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 17 May 2006
on Machinery, and amending Directive
95/16/EC.

Transposition Deadline: 29 June 2008.

6. Directive 2006/43/EC of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 17 May 2006
on statutory audits of annual and consolidated
accounts, amending Council Directives
78/660/EEC and 83/349/EEC and repealing
Council Directive 84/253/EEC.

Transposition Deadline: 6 June 2008.

7. Directive 2006/46/EC of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 14 June 2006
amending Council Directives 78/660/EEC on
the annual accounts of certain types of com-
panies, 83/349/EEC on consolidated accounts,
86/635/EEC on the annual accounts and con-
solidated accounts of banks and other financial
institutions and 91/674/EEC on the annual
accounts and consolidated accounts of
insurance undertakings.

Transposition Deadline: 5 September
2008.

8. Directive 2007/51/EC of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 25 September
2007 amending Council Directive 76/769/EEC
relating to restrictions on the marketing of cer-
tain measuring devices containing mercury.

Transposition Deadline: 3 October 2008.

Two further directives, currently due for trans-
position in 2009 and 2010, are as follows:

1. Directive 2006/123/EC of the European
Parliament and of the Council on services in
the internal market.

Transposition Deadline: 28 December
2009.

2. Directive 2006/25/EC of the European
Parliament and of the Council on the minimum
Health and Safety requirements regarding the
exposure of workers to risks arising from physi-
cal agents (artificial optical radiation) (19th
individual Directive within the meaning of
article 16(1) of Directive 89/391/EEC).

Transposition Deadline: 27 April 2010.

Small Business Sector.

268. Deputy Damien English asked the Mini-
ster for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he
will set up a small business register here; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [27450/07]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-

ment (Deputy Micheál Martin): I have no plans
to set up a small business register.

Employment Rights.

269. Deputy Margaret Conlon asked the Mini-
ster for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he
has plans to amend legislation to allow employees
choice in relation to the age at which they
retire. [27493/07]

Minister of State at the Department of
Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy
Billy Kelleher): There is no provision in employ-
ment rights legislation imposing a compulsory
retirement age in relation to employment in the
private sector. The Employment Equality Acts
1998 and 2004, among other things, protect
against discrimination on the ground of age in
relation to access to employment. However,
Section 34(4) of the Employment Equality Act
1998 allows an employer to include a specific
retirement age in a contract of employment with-
out being in breach of the age-discrimination pro-
visions of the above-mentioned equality
legislation.

The upper age limit of 66 years for bringing
claims under the Unfair Dismissals Acts 1977 to
2007 was removed by the Equality Act 2004.
However, the Unfair Dismissals Acts continue to
exclude from their jurisdiction employees who
have reached the “normal retiring age” for the
particular employment in which they are
employed. The “normal retiring age” in this con-
text tends to be the age at which there has been
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a custom and practice for employees to retire at
in a particular employment.

In some employments, a “normal retiring age”
will exist for that particular employment only, in
order to give flexibility to employers and
employees, having due regard to the nature of the
work being performed.

I should also mention that the upper age limit
of 66 for receipt of statutory redundancy pay-
ments was removed earlier this year by the Pro-
tection of Employment (Exceptional Collective
Redundancies and Related Matters) Act 2007.

With effect from 1 April, 2004, it is not compul-
sory for most new entrants to the public service
to retire at a particular age if they are fit and
willing to remain in employment. The existing
retirement conditions, in agreement with the rel-
evant unions, have been retained for existing
employees.

The recently-published Green Paper on Pen-
sions examines issues surrounding retirement age
and work flexibility in the context of developing
a framework for future pensions policy.

Skills Register.

270. Deputy Margaret Conlon asked the Mini-
ster for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if
there is a skills register for County Monaghan;
and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[27494/07]

271. Deputy Margaret Conlon asked the Mini-
ster for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if
there is a skills register for County Cavan; and if
he will make a statement on the matter.
[27495/07]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Deputy Micheál Martin): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 270 and 271 together.

There is no skills register for either County
Monaghan or County Cavan maintained under
the auspices of my Department or its agencies. I
am aware that other county and local authorities
are considering the establishment of a skills regis-
ter for their respective areas. However, it is a

Grade Number of Staff Salary

Personal Assistant 1 A teacher on secondment from the Department of Education
and Science. Salary of replacement teacher recouped by
that Department.

Personal Secretary 1 Secretarial Assistant scale plus 10% attraction allowance

Executive Officer 0.8 Executive Officer — general service scale

Staff Officer 1 Staff Officer — general service scale

Clerical Officer 1.6 Clerical Officer — general service scale

All the above staff are established Civil Servants
with the exception of my Personal Assistant and
my Personal Secretary who are appointed to
unestablished positions. The staffing of my con-
stituency office is in line with Department of Fin-

matter for these bodies to decide whether there
is a need to develop a skills register for their
respective areas. On a national level the FAS
Skills and Labour Market Research Unit
(SLMRU) is charged with acting as a central data
gathering, analytical and research resource for
the Expert Group on Future Skills Needs
(EGFSN). The SLMRU maintains the National
Skills Database containing all available statistics
relating to skills and the labour market in Ireland.
The National Skills Database has been designed
to collate all available information about the sup-
ply and demand of skills in Ireland. As such, it
provides a resource for analysis and forecasting
of the labour market at skills level.

Sports Capital Programme.

272. Deputy James McDaid asked the Minister
for Arts, Sport and Tourism the grant allocation
to the Olympic Council of Ireland between the
years 2002 to 2006 inclusive. [27171/07]

Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism (Deputy
Séamus Brennan): My Department has provided
a total of \900,000 in capital funding to the
Olympic Council of Ireland since 2002. \650,000
was provided in 2004 and \250,000 in 2006
through the Sports Capital Programme. Prog-
ramme funding to the Olympic Council of Ireland
is a matter for the Irish Sports Council (ISC). I
have asked the ISC to reply directly to the
Deputy in relation to this.

Ministerial Staff.

273. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Arts, Sport and Tourism the number of staff
in his constituency office; the number of these
who are civil servants; the number who are not;
the cost to the Exchequer of the salaries and
expenses in a full year for the civil servants and
non-civil service staff; if he will provide the infor-
mation in tabular form. [27201/07]

Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism (Deputy
Séamus Brennan): The current staffing of my
Constituency Office is as follows:

ance instructions issued in June 2007. Since 14
June 2007 there have been no expenses paid to
staff in my constituency Office.

274. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Arts, Sport and Tourism the number of staff
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in his private office; the number of these who are
civil servants; the number who are not; the cost
to the Exchequer of the salaries and expenses in
a full year for the civil servants and non-civil
service staff; if he will provide the information in

Grade Number Salary

Special Adviser 1 Principal Officer — general service standard scale

Private Secretary 1 Higher Executive Officer — general service scale

Executive Officer 1.8 Executive Officer — general service scale

Staff Officer 1 Staff Officer — general service scale

Clerical Officer 1 Clerical Officer — general service scale

In addition, my Private Secretary is paid an allow-
ance at the rate of \19,690 per annum for these
duties. All the above staff are established Civil
Servants with the exception of my Special
Adviser who is appointed to an unestablished
position. The staffing of my private office is in
line with Department of Finance instructions on
the matter issued in June 2007. In addition I have
the services of a Press Adviser who is appointed
to an unestablished position at Principal Officer
higher scale level. The expenses paid to staff in
my Private Office and to my Press Adviser since
14 June 2007 are \4,350.

275. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Arts, Sport and Tourism the number, for each
Minister of State assigned to his Department, of
staff in their constituency office; the number of
these who are civil servants; the number who are
not; the cost to the Exchequer of the salaries and
expenses in a full year for the civil servants and
non civil service staff; if she will provide the infor-
mation in tabular form; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [27231/07]

Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism (Deputy
Séamus Brennan): There is no Minister of State
assigned to my Department.

276. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Arts, Sport and Tourism the number, for each
Minister of State assigned to his Department, of
staff in their private office; the number of these
who are civil servants; the number who are not;
the cost to the Exchequer of the salaries and
expenses in a full year for the civil servants and
non civil service staff; if he will provide the infor-
mation in tabular form; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [27246/07]

Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism (Deputy
Séamus Brennan): There is no Minister of State
assigned to my Department.

EU Directives.

277. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the
Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism the EU

tabular form; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [27216/07]

Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism (Deputy
Séamus Brennan): The current staffing of my
Private Office is as follows:

Directives awaiting incorporation into Irish law
in his Department; the deadline for incorpor-
ation; the date he foresees for implementation of
each directive; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [27305/07]

Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism (Deputy
Séamus Brennan): There are no EU Directives
currently awaiting incorporation by my
Department.

Pension Provisions.

278. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister
for Social and Family Affairs the percentage of
those in the workforce under 30 who have a
private pension; his views on introducing
measures to increase the numbers under 30 with
a private pension; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [27545/07]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy
Martin Cullen): In the most recent pension cover-
age statistics, from the Quarter 4 2005 CSO Quar-
terly National Household Survey, coverage of
persons in employment aged 20-29 was 38.9 per
cent. This represents an increase of 3.4 percent-
age points since the previous detailed coverage
survey in Quarter 1 2002, and is above the ulti-
mate target level for the age group set out in the
National Pensions Policy Initiative in 1998 (35 per
cent). However, improving coverage among
younger workers is one of the key priorities for
pensions policy. This is reinforced by the increas-
ing importance of defined contribution pension
arrangements, where early contributions are
particularly important in securing an adequate
retirement income. Recent research suggests that
people without pension coverage in older age cat-
egories mainly ‘never got around’ to taking out a
pension, so establishing a savings habit at an early
stage is essential to promote pensions coverage
and adequacy. To date, efforts in this area have
focussed on promoting pension awareness and
take up, with young people being a particular tar-
get of initiatives under the National Pensions
Awareness Campaign. This promotional work
will continue.



1989 Questions— 6 November 2007. Written Answers 1990

The Green Paper on Pensions, published on
October 17th, puts forward four reform options
which are largely focussed on categories with low
coverage at present, including younger people.
As the House is aware, the Green Paper is now
open for consultation and when this process is
completed the Government will decide on a
framework for long-term pensions policy.

Social Welfare Appeals.

279. Deputy Tony Gregory asked the Minister
for Social and Family Affairs if he will arrange
for a review of the decision to refuse disability
allowance to a person (details supplied) in Dublin
7. [26880/07]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy
Martin Cullen): The person concerned was in
receipt of Disability Allowance from 30 June
1999. Following a review of entitlement in
September 2006 it was found that the income
derived from her spouse’s earnings from
insurable employment was in excess of the statu-
tory limit for entitlement to Disability Allowance
and accordingly the claim was stopped from 27
September 2006.

She appealed the decision to the Social Welfare
Appeals Office. Following an examination of the
facts the Appeals Officer disallowed the appeal.
In giving his decision on 5 December 2006 the
Appeals Officer indicated that the weekly means
were derived from spouse’s earnings from
insurable employment and that a correct means
assessment was made in this case.

An Appeals Officer’s decision is final and con-
clusive in the absence of new evidence or new
facts or any change of circumstances. My Depart-
ment has issued a new application that should be
completed and returned if this persons circum-
stances have changed.

Social Welfare Benefits.

280. Deputy Ruairı́ Quinn asked the Minister
for Social and Family Affairs further to
Parliamentary Question No. 214 of 24 October
2007, the way he reconciles two sentences in his
reply (details supplied); and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [26997/07]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy
Martin Cullen): Further to my reply of 24
October 2007, there are two basic rates of child
benefit; the lower rate which is payable in respect
of each of the first two qualifying children, and
the higher rate, payable in respect of the third
and subsequent qualifying children.

A qualified child is one who is under 16 years
of age, or aged 16 to 18 and attending full-time
education. In the case of twins, an amount equal
to 150% of the appropriate rate, i.e. one and a
half times the lower or higher rate as applicable,
is paid in respect of each child. In the extract
quoted from my previous reply, the salient terms

are ‘qualified’ and ‘qualifying’, as the basic rate
of child benefit payable is determined solely on
the basis of the number of eligible, or qualifying,
children in the family. It is not determined on the
basis of the place of each individual child within
the family. This is an important distinction where,
for instance, there are non-qualifying children
such as children over the age of eighteen, or over
the age of sixteen and not in full-time education.

Accordingly, where twins are involved, rates
could vary as follows: (a) As the higher CB rate
is payable in respect of a third and subsequent
qualified child, 150% of the higher rate is payable
for each of a set of twins where they both fall into
this category, (b) A set of twins may constitute
the second and third of three qualifying children,
e.g. in three-child families or where older children
in the family cease to qualify for child benefit. In
this scenario, one would receive 150% of the
lower rate, the other 150% of the higher rate. (c)
Where a set of twins are the only qualified chil-
dren in a family, both receive 150% of the lower
CB rate.

Pension Provisions.

281. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Mini-
ster for Social and Family Affairs if his Depart-
ment will review pro-rata pensions with a view to
increasing same (details supplied); and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [27107/07]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy
Martin Cullen): One of the qualifying conditions
for receipt of a State Pension Contributory is that
a person must have entered into insurable
employment before the age of 56. An amendment
of this requirement was introduced for the self-
employed in April 1999 whereby they could qual-
ify for a partial State Pension Contributory if they
were aged over 56 on the 6th April 1988, when
PRSI for the self-employed was first introduced.

As the person concerned first entered insurable
self-employment on 6th April 1988 aged 59, he
satisfied the conditions to receive the partial State
Pension Contributory from 9 April 1999, the date
of its introduction. He is also in receipt of an
increase for a qualified adult.

Ministerial Staff.

282. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Social and Family Affairs the number of staff
in his constituency office; the number of these
who are civil servants; the number who are not;
the cost to the Exchequer of the salaries and
expenses in a full year for the civil servants and
non-civil service staff; if he will provide the infor-
mation in tabular form; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [27212/07]

283. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Social and Family Affairs the number of staff
in his private office; the number of these who are
civil servants; the number who are not; the cost
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to the Exchequer of the salaries and expenses in
a full year for the civil servants and non-civil
service staff; if he will provide the information in
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [27227/07]

284. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Social and Family Affairs the number, for
each Minister of State assigned to his Depart-
ment, of staff in their constituency office; the
number of these who are civil servants; the
number who are not; the cost to the Exchequer
of the salaries and expenses in a full year for the
civil servants and non civil service staff; if she will
provide the information in tabular form; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [27242/07]

285. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Social and Family Affairs the number, for
each Minister of State assigned to his Depart-
ment, of staff in their private office; the number
of these who are civil servants; the number who
are not; the cost to the Exchequer of the salaries
and expenses in a full year for the civil servants
and non civil service staff; if he will provide the

Private Office

Grade Salary Scale Allowance Annual

\ \

Non civil servants

1 Press Adviser 82,016 – 95,363

Established civil servants

1 Higher Executive Officer 46,646 – 59,213* 19,690

(Private Secretary)

1 Executive Officer 29,093 – 46,167

1 Clerical Officer Higher Scale 23,086 – 36,546**

3 Clerical Officers 22,057 – 35,772

2 Clerical Officers 23,221 – 37,651*

Constituency Office

Grade Salary Scale Allowance

\ \

Non civil servants

1 Personal Assistant 44,646 – 59,213

1 Constituency Assistant 44,646 – 59,213

1 Personal Secretary 22,064 – 42,571 10% Attraction Allowance

Established civil servants

1 Executive Officer 30,628 – 48,594*

1 Clerical Officer 23,221 – 37,651*

No expenses have been paid to staff in either office in the year to date.
*Class A PRSI applies as employment commenced after 6 April 1995

**Adjusted proportionally to take account of work sharing.

EU Directives.

287. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the

information in tabular form; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [27257/07]

286. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the
Minister for Social and Family Affairs the
number and grades of staff employed in Minister
for State with responsibility for Older People’s
Office; and the annual cost of those staff.
[27289/07]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy
Martin Cullen): I propose to take Questions Nos.
282 to 286, inclusive, together.

The details the Deputy has requested in
respects of the staffing of my private and constitu-
ency offices, since my appointment as Minister
for Social and Family Affairs, on 14th June 2007
are shown in the attached tabular statement.
There has been no Minister of State formally
assigned to my Department. However, Minister
of State, Máire Hoctor, who is Minister of State
at the Department of Health and Children, has
special responsibility for older people, areas of
which fall within the remit of my Department.
There are no staff assigned to her office from
my Department

Minister for Social and Family Affairs the EU
Directives awaiting incorporation into Irish law
in his Department; the deadline for incorpor-
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ation; the date he foresees for implementation of
each directive; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [27316/07]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy
Martin Cullen): There are no EU directives
within the competency of my Department that
have not been transposed into law.

School Meals.

288. Deputy Ruairı́ Quinn asked the Minister
for Social and Family Affairs if he will ensure that
sufficient funding is put in place for schools who
apply for and are given verbal permission to
provide school meals under the school meals local
projects scheme for the school year starting in
2008 in order to avoid the situation that happened
in October 2007 when schools who were provid-
ing school meals were told after three weeks to
cease the practice as there was no budget in place
to provide payment; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27423/07]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy
Martin Cullen): The school meals programme
operated by my Department gives funding
towards provision of food services for disadvan-
taged school children through two schemes. The
first is the long-standing statutory urban school
meals scheme, currently operated by 36 local
authorities. The second is the school meals (local
projects) programme through which funding is
provided by my Department to participating
schools in both urban and rural areas who are
running specific school meals projects.

The school meals programme has expanded
significantly in recent years to include a large
number of disadvantaged school children and this
trend will continue throughout 2007 and in future
years. The number of meals being provided on a
daily basis to disadvantaged children through the
school meals local projects scheme doubled from
89,915 in the school year 2005/2006 to 179,660 in
the school year 2006/2007. In 2006, some 1,394
schools with over 145,000 pupils benefited under
the scheme and this is expected to increase to
165,000 plus pupils in over 1,800 schools in 2007.

As demand on the School Meals Local Projects
Scheme has increased dramatically in 2007, and
due to budget constraints, a number of schools
were informed that their applications for funding
under the scheme could not be processed in 2007.

However, I have now secured additional fund-
ing for the school meals scheme to cater for the
continuation of the scheme in 2007. A number of
schools whose applications were refused
requested a review of this decision on the basis
that they were given verbal agreement that the
school was eligible to apply for funding as they
are part of the Department of Education &
Science’s initiative for disadvantaged schools,
‘Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools’
(DEIS). These schools have now had their appli-
cations reconsidered and, subject to meeting the

normal criteria of the scheme, their applications
can be processed in 2007.

In relation to further new applications, demand
for the scheme remains high and priority will be
given to schools which have DEIS status.
However, schools must submit the relevant appli-
cation form and receive written approval prior to
establishing their food clubs. There is no auto-
matic entitlement to funding under the School
Meals Scheme. Each application will be con-
sidered in the context of the overall budget avail-
able for the scheme. I will be requesting
additional funding for Budget 2008 to allow the
scheme to expand in 2008 to include additional
DEIS schools.

Social Insurance.

289. Deputy Margaret Conlon asked the Mini-
ster for Social and Family Affairs if there are pro-
posals to provide a time limited amnesty for farm-
ers whereby retrospective PRSI contributions
could be made and to exclude short periods of
earlier employment when applying the averaging
rule. [27496/07]

290. Deputy Margaret Conlon asked the Mini-
ster for Social and Family Affairs if there are pro-
posals for farmers to be allowed to make retro-
spective PRSI contributions to provide at least a
98% pension. [27497/07]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy
Martin Cullen): I propose to take Questions Nos.
289 and 290 together.

In order to qualify for a contributory pension
a person must satisfy a range of conditions which
include commencing payment of contributions 10
years before pension age, payment of a minimum
of 260 contributions at an appropriate rate and
reaching a minimum average annual contribution
rate of at least 10 contributions paid or credited.
An average of 48 contributions is needed for a
full pension.

The average contribution test is a key qualify-
ing condition and ensures that those receiving a
pension have demonstrated an adequate and
ongoing attachment to the social insurance
system over their working lives. A concession in
this regard was made to self-employed persons
who became compulsorily insured on the 6th
April 1988 in that any previous PRSI record they
may have can be disregarded, if that is to their
advantage, when eligibility for pension is being
assessed.

The issue of gaps in a person’s insurance record
impacts on a number of different groups, not just
the self-employed, and any changes would there-
fore have to be looked at in the context of the
system as a whole. These issues are discussed in
the Green Paper on Pensions, which I published
on the 17th October, and changes to the system
will be considered in the context of the frame-
work for long-term pension’s policy, which will
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be developed after the consultation process is
completed.

Eligibility to contribute to the system of social
insurance is based on a person’s income and
employment status. There is no legislative basis,
and none is planned, under which retrospective
contributions, which were not due in the first
place, can be accepted. It is, of course open to
those who fail to qualify for a contributory pen-
sion, or who qualify for a reduced payment, to
apply for the means tested state pension (non-
contributory).

Pension Provisions.

291. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Mini-
ster for Social and Family Affairs if he will
address the pensions issue for those who had to
resign their positions due to the marriage bar; and
if he will make a statement on the matter.
[27499/07]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy
Martin Cullen): The Government is anxious to
ensure that as many people as possible can be
accommodated within the social welfare pensions
system, with due regard being paid to the con-
tributory principle underlying entitlement to con-
tributory payments and, in the case of non-con-
tributory payments, the need to ensure that
resources are directed to those who are most in
need. Over the last 10 years, means tests have
been improved and qualifying conditions for con-
tributory payments made easier.

As the House is aware, I published the Green
Paper on Pensions on 17th October and this
includes a full discussion on the social welfare
pension position of women who had to resign due
to the marriage bar. In this context, the Green
Paper sets out a range of reforms including the
use of universal entitlements and back-dating the
homemakers scheme.

A consultation process on the Green Paper is
now underway and will remain open until mid
2008. The Government will respond to the pro-
cess by publishing a framework for future pen-
sion’s policy and I expect that this will happen
towards the end of next year. Decisions in
relation to those who are not at present receiving
support through the social welfare system, includ-
ing those who had to leave employment on mar-
riage, will be considered in that context.

Data Protection.

292. Deputy Róisı́n Shortall asked the Minister
for Social and Family Affairs further to
Parliamentary Question No. 64 of 31 October
2007, the number of investigations under way into
individual security breaches or alleged breaches
in his Department; the basis on which each of
these cases were commenced; if, in relation to all
investigations, they are current or completed; the
sanctions the Data Protection Commissioner has

taken against his Department; the number and
amount of fines paid in each case; and the
number of civil cases that are being or have been
taken against his Department and the outcome of
any concluded to date. [27570/07]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Deputy
Martin Cullen): There are six investigations cur-
rently underway in my Department in relation to
alleged unauthorised access to and disclosure of
personal data. The investigations relate to the
records of eleven individuals, as follows;

• The Department launched an investigation
into possible data protection violations fol-
lowing articles in a national newspaper in
April 2007 alleging that private investi-
gators working for insurance companies
had access to social welfare records. When
contacted by the Department, the journal-
ist provided the names of five individuals
whose personal data is alleged to be on the
private investigators’ files.

• The Data Protection Commissioner wrote
to the Department in late June 2007 to
advise that personal data was discovered on
private investigator files during the course
of his Office’s audit of an insurance com-
pany. He supplied details of two individuals
whose personal data was available.

• In July 2007 The Office of the Data Protec-
tion Commissioner referred complaints to
the Department from two members of the
public who suspected that their personal
data had been accessed and passed on to
third parties. Each case is the subject of a
separate investigation.

• Two complaints have recently been
received from members of the public who
are concerned that their personal data may
have been disclosed to third parties. Each
complaint is the subject of a separate inves-
tigation.

All of these investigations are on-going and some
are at an advanced stage. No sanction has been
advised by the Data Protection Commissioner.
The Department has fully co-operated with the
Office of the Data Protection Commissioner in
relation to the issues raised, and welcomes notifi-
cation of his intention to carry out an audit of the
Department’s procedures for processing personal
data in the near future.

No civil proceedings have been initiated
against the Department in relation to information
security breaches.

Community Development.

293. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister
for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if
and when he will increase funding for local
improvement schemes; and the projected levels
of such increases. [27004/07]
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Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuı́v): As the Deputy
may be aware, funding for Local Improvement
Scheme (L.I.S.) roads from the Department of
Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(D/EHLG) has increased significantly in the past
number of years. Consequently, my Department
has decided to place a greater emphasis on fund-
ing water and sewerage schemes during 2007
under the CLÁR Programme.

However, I recently announced a new CLÁR
LIS roads measure for 2007. In this context, the
Deputy should note that the total funding avail-
able from my Department and the D/EHLG in
2007 is set to increase by almost 6% on that avail-
able in 2006.

Details of provisional allocations notified to
Local Authorities for 2007 are attached. The final
amounts to be allocated to each county will be
determined after the County Councils return
details of additional LIS roads which they pro-
pose to fund under the CLÁR Programme this
year.

Lis Clár Provisional Allocations for 2007

Local Authority Clár Funding

\

Limerick 171,425.70

Monaghan 500,000.00

Roscommon 260,432.20

Louth 23,170.04

Sligo 470,129.90

Tipperary South 63,929.50

Laois 53,829.83

Clare 500,000.00

Kerry 500,000.00

Donegal 500,000.00

Offaly 48,335.50

Longford 268,002.00

Tipperary North 65,434.00

Cavan 176,588.00

Leitrim 500,000.00

Mayo 500,000.00

*Meath 0

Galway 500,000.00

Carlow 5,906.00

Kilkenny 16,530.50

Waterford 98,305.50

Cork 500,000.00

*Westmeath 0

*Wicklow 0

Dublin Not in CLÁR

Kildare Not in CLÁR

Wexford Not in CLÁR

* These counties have yet to make an application for LIS
funding.

Rural Transport Services.

294. Deputy James Bannon asked the Minister
for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the
plans in place to introduce a late night rural trans-
port scheme to facilitate people in remote areas
accessing cinemas and other places of entertain-
ment to alleviate rural isolation. [27005/07]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuı́v): As the Deputy
will be aware, in many rural areas, there are no
public transport services at night. While there are,
in the more developed rural areas, either hackney
or taxi services, these are at the discretion of the
providers of these services and do not provide a
guaranteed service to rural people.

It was against this background, therefore, that
earlier this year I introduced a new evening trans-
port service, on a pilot basis, to allow rural people
to fully participate in the various activities —
community, sporting and social — that take place
in their areas. The new Scheme also aims to
address the market failure that currently exists in
this area.

The 34 groups currently delivering the Rural
Transport Programme — operated by the
Department of Transport — were invited to sub-
mit applications to be considered under my
Department’s new scheme. Following the
appraisal of the proposals submitted, seven
groups were selected to run the pilot Scheme,
namely:

• West Cork Rural Transport;

• Avondhu Development Group in East
Cork;

• Meath Accessible/Kilnaleck Community
Cavan;

• County Sligo LEADER Partnership;

• Tumna Shannon Development Company
Roscommon;

• Sı́ob Teoranta Donegal; and

• Laois Trip.

The annual budget for the pilot is \500,000. The
first service commenced in June and service
numbers and passenger numbers are expected to
continue to increase throughout the remainder of
the year.

Although still in the early stages, I understand
that the services are being very well received by
communities and passengers alike. Early indica-
tions are that older people, people with a dis-
ability and young people are particularly enthusi-
astic about the new services and new activities are
being planned around the availability of services.
My intention is to review the scheme after it has
been in operation for 12 months and to consider
its future in the context of the findings of that
evaluation.
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Harbours and Piers.

295. Deputy Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin asked the
Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs when funding for the pier on Inishboffin
Island, County Donegal will be made available; if
his attention has been drawn to the fact that
Donegal County Council have approved counter-
funding for this project and are awaiting funding
from his Department; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27143/07]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuı́v): The position is
that Donegal County Council has recently sub-
mitted a proposal for my Department’s consider-
ation Department in respect of funding 75% of
the cost of improvements to the pier at Inis Bó
Finne.

The proposal will be evaluated by my Depart-
ment in the light of existing commitments and
future priorities and in the context of monies
available for island development in the future.

Ministerial Staff.

296. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the
number of staff in his constituency office; the
number of these who are civil servants; the
number who are not; the cost to the Exchequer
of the salaries and expenses in a full year for the
civil servants and non-civil service staff; if he will
provide the information in tabular form; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [27203/07]

297. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the
number of staff in his private office; the number
of these who are civil servants; the number who
are not; the cost to the Exchequer of the salaries
and expenses in a full year for the civil servants
and non-civil service staff; if he will provide the
information in tabular form; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [27218/07]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuı́v): I propose to
take Questions Nos. 296 and 297 together.

There are currently ten staff members in my
Private Office, made up as follows:

Civil servants: one Media Adviser (on
secondment from Civil Service), one Private
Secretary at Higher Executive Officer level,
one Executive Officer and six Clerical Officers

Non civil servants: one Special Advisor.

There are currently five staff in my Constituency
Office made up as follows:

Civil Servants: one Executive Officer and
two Clerical Officers.

Non civil servants: one Personal Assistant
and one Personal Secretary

The annual payments for salaries and allowance
for staff at 2007 rates is as follows:

Private Office Number Salaries *Expenses

\ \

Civil Servants 9 349,197 3,611

Non Civil Servants 1 102,365 723

Constituency Office Number Salaries *Expenses

\ \

Civil Servants 3 95,009 —

Non Civil Servants 2 100,940 —

*Expenses related to the period from 15 June to date.

These staff numbers are within those approved
for Ministers.

The expenses are within those provided for in
the Estimates. Details of these were given to the
Oireachtas Select Committee on Art, Sport,
Tourism, Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs.

A record of the debate is available on
www.oireachtas.ie.

298. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the
number, for each Minister of State assigned to his
Department, of staff in their constituency office;
the number of these who are civil servants; the
number who are not; the cost to the Exchequer
of the salaries and expenses in a full year for the
civil servants and non civil service staff; if she will
provide the information in tabular form; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [27233/07]

299. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the
number, for each Minister of State assigned to his
Department, of staff in their private office; the
number of these who are civil servants; the
number who are not; the cost to the Exchequer
of the salaries and expenses in a full year for the
civil servants and non civil service staff; if he will
provide the information in tabular form; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [27248/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Deputy Pat
Carey): I propose to take Questions Nos. 298 and
299 together.

The staffing for the office of Minister of State
Carey is as follows:

There are currently four staff members in the
Minister of State’s Private Office as follows:

Civil Servants: 1 Private Secretary at Execu-
tive Officer level and three Clerical Officers.

There are currently four staff members in the
Minister of State constituency office as follows:
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Civil Servants: Two Clerical Officers

Non Civil Servants: One Personal Assistant
and one Personal Secretary

The annual payments for salaries including allow-
ances for staff in 2007, is shown on tables below:

Private Office Number Salaries *Expenses

Civil Servants 4 \166,638 \578

Constituency Office Number Salaries *Expenses

Civil Servants 2 \53,010 —

Non Civil Servants 2 \85,575 —

*Expenses relate to the period from 21st June to date.

The staffing for the office of Minister of State for
Integration is a matter for the Department of
Justice, Equality and Law Reform.

These staff numbers are within those approved
for Ministers of State.

EU Directives.

300. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the
Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs the EU Directives awaiting incorporation
into Irish law in his Department; the deadline for
incorporation; the date he foresees for implemen-
tation of each directive; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [27307/07]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Deputy Éamon Ó Cuı́v): I can confirm
to the Deputy that there are no EU Directives
awaiting incorporation into Irish Law by my
Department.

EU Reform Treaty.

301. Deputy Seán Sherlock asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if she will
report on the state of the negotiations of the EU
Reform Treaty as they pertain to decision making
procedures relating to agriculture. [27360/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): The EU Reform
Treaty was agreed by EU Heads of State and
Government at a meeting in Lisbon on 18 and 19
October last. It will be finally adopted in
December and, thereafter, it needs to be ratified
by all 27 Member States.

The Reform Treaty is a carefully balanced
agreement that will allow the Union to meet the
challenges of the 21st century and at the same
time ensure that the interests of individual
Member States, both large and small, are
adequately protected. The new system of double-
majority voting, for example, will give pro-
portionate weight to overall population while
retaining important influence for the small and

medium-sized Member States. This will be
achieved by specifying that a qualified majority
would require 55% of the Member States and
65% of the Union’s population. This means that
only those measures that genuinely command
majority support can be adopted at EU level.

In so far as agriculture is concerned, the prin-
ciple of qualified majority voting is already
enshrined in this sector for some time. Provision
is also made in the Reform Treaty for wider use
of co-decision procedures in the Agriculture sec-
tor. While there will be some alterations to the
thresholds for reaching a qualified majority under
the new arrangements, I would point out that
these alterations are unlikely to have significant
implications for decision making in the agri-
culture sector given that it is unusual to have
close voting margins in this sector.

Food Labelling.

302. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food her views on the
fact that food products being labelled as Irish are
being produced in other countries; the steps she
will take to regularise this situation to ensure that
country of origin is shown on the label; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [26907/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): The Minister for
Health & Children has overall responsibility for
the general food labelling legislation. Responsi-
bility for enforcement of labelling legislation rests
with the Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI)
through its service contracts with my Depart-
ment, the Sea Fisheries Protection Agency, the
Health Services Executive, the Local Authorities
and the National Consumer Agency.

The particular issue referred to in this question
is where a primary product can enter Ireland and
processed in some way thereby allowing it to be
branded as an Irish product is known as “substan-
tial transformation”. This terminology originates
in WTO, Codex and EU legislation governing the
EU Customs Code and therefore can only be
amended at EU level. I have been concerned that
this arrangement could, in certain circumstances,
be used to mislead the consumers as to the origin
of the raw materials used in certain products. I
am not satisfied with the current legal position
and have raised my concerns at EU Council level.

The EU Commission is currently reviewing the
whole area of food labelling and in that context
my Department contributed to Ireland’s sub-
mission which was co-ordinated by the Depart-
ment of Health & Children. Within this sub-
mission Ireland again raised the matter of the
unsatisfactory nature of the concept of substantial
transformation and the possibility of it being used
to disguise the origin of products from the public.
I believe that the concept of substantial trans-
formation needs to be more clearly defined and I
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will continue to urge the Commission to address
this problem.

In the meantime my Department has been
involved in consultations with the Department of
Health and Children on drafting new regulations
to require operators in the retail and catering sec-
tors to provide country of origin information on
poultrymeat, pigmeat and sheepmeat as is the
case with beef.

A public consultation on the proposed regu-
lations took place during the past month via the
website of the Food Safety Authority of Ireland
with the final date for receipt of comments being
the 19th October. These comments will now be
examined and the proposed legislation will be
reviewed in the light of comments received.
Thereafter the draft legislation will be forwarded
to the European Commission. The commence-
ment date for the legislation will depend on the
Commission’s response and possibly that of other
Member States.

In the proposed legislation ‘origin’ will be
defined as the country where the animal was
reared and, if different, the country of slaughter.
This will have to be indicated on meat and meat
products containing over 70% meat. Regardless
of the nature, extent or location of processing or
packaging that has gone into the manufacture of
the product the requirement to show actual coun-
try of rearing and slaughter of the animal will
remain in place and this will not be superseded
by any ‘substantial transformation’.

Grant Payments.

303. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food when a per-
son (details supplied) in County Mayo will be
awarded the DAS. [26967/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): An application under
the 2007 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme was
received from the person named on 17 April
2007. The case was selected for inspection, which
is now complete and, accordingly, full payment of
\4,456.75 will issue to the person named in the
coming days.

304. Deputy Jimmy Deenihan asked the Mini-
ster for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if she will
expedite payment of a grant for a slatted unit to
a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and
if she will make a statement on the matter.
[26986/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): The person named is
an applicant under the Farm Waste Management
Scheme. A decision concerning the payment of
grant-aid will be made as soon as possible.

305. Deputy Seymour Crawford asked the
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
when a person (details supplied) in County
Monaghan will be awarded their area aid and sin-
gle payment; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [26991/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): An application under
the 2007 Single Payment Scheme/Disadvantaged
Areas Scheme was received from the person
named on 13 April 2007.

The case was selected for satellite inspection
and the 50% advance payment has not issued
pending the processing of the results. Once this
has been done the application will then be further
processed with a view to payment at an early
date.

Farm Retirement Scheme.

306. Deputy Noel J. Coonan asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the reason a
person (details supplied) in County Tipperary has
not received their farm retirement scheme pay-
ment; the reason for the delay in processing the
application; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [27014/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): An application under
the Early Retirement Scheme was received from
the person named on 13 August 2007. On prelimi-
nary examination of the application, a number of
queries arose. On receipt of the replies the appli-
cation was forwarded to my Department’s
Inspectorate for detailed technical examination.

During the course of this examination by the
Inspectorate, further queries arose and these
were communicated to the person named on 31
October 2007. On receipt of the replies, pro-
cessing of the application will resume.

Departmental Bodies.

307. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the number
of State, semi State, committees, sub committees,
working groups and agencies operating under the
aegis of her Department; the function, member-
ship, duration and budget for each; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [27142/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): In reply to the Deputy,
the following is the position:

Teagasc
Functions: Teagasc — the Agriculture and

Food Development Authority was established
under the Agriculture (Research, Training and
Advice) Act, 1988 to provide research, training
and advisory services to the agri-food sector.
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Membership and Duration: 11 board
members including the Chairman. Term of
office is 5 years.

Budget: Exchequer funding to Teagasc
amounts to \140.450m in 2007. In addition
Teagasc generates its own income which also
forms part of its annual budget.

An Bord Bia
Functions: The statutory function of An

Bord Bia is to promote, assist and develop the
marketing of Irish food and livestock and the
production, marketing and consumption of
horticulture produce including amenity hor-
ticulture.

Membership and Duration: The Board of An
Bord Bia comprises a Chairman and 14 ordi-
nary members.

Budget: The annual grant-in-aid for 2007 is
\26.7m.

Coillte
Functions: Coillte Teoranta is a private lim-

ited company, which operates in forestry and
related activities on a commercial basis. The
principal objectives of the Company are:

• To carry on the business of forestry
and related activities on a commercial
basis and in accordance with efficient
silvicultural practices;

• To establish and carry on woodland
industries

• To participate with other in forestry
and related activities consistent with
its objects, designed to enhance the
effective and profitable operation of
the company, and

• To utilise and manage the resources
available to it in a manner consistent
with the above objects.

Membership and Duration: There are cur-
rently 7 members on the Board of Directors
including the Chairperson.

Budget: Coillte, as a commercial company,
generates its own sources of finance and there-
fore does not receive an annual budget from
the Exchequer.

Council for Forest Research and Develop-
ment (COFORD)

Functions: COFORD is a non-statutory
agency under the aegis of the Department.
COFORD’s remit is to fund and co-ordinate
research and development projects with the
aim of developing the forestry industry through
technical innovation and good silvicultural
practice.

Membership and Duration: The membership
of the COFORD Council is currently being

reviewed. There are currently 12 members of
the Council.

Budget: \4.35 million for 2007.

Irish National Stud
Functions: The primary aim of the INS is to

help breeders by the provision of top class stal-
lions at reasonable rates to breed with
approved mares, it also offers an equine train-
ing programme for young people who wish to
enter the bloodstock industry.

Membership and Duration: There are 7
Board members including Chairman.

Budget: The Irish National Stud Company
Ltd. is a commercial state body. It is not in
receipt of grant aid. As is the norm in the com-
mercial sector the Company funds it’s oper-
ations through a combination of trading
income together with borrowings when
required. The Company may also seek an injec-
tion of equity from it’s shareholder, the Mini-
ster for Finance, if appropriate depending on
the circumstances prevailing.

Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM)
Function: Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM) is the

Irish State Agency with responsibility for
developing the Irish Sea Fishing and Aquacul-
ture Industries. BIM provides a range of
services including advisory, financial, technical,
marketing and training supports to all sectors
of the Irish seafood industry.

Membership: The Board of Bord Iascaigh
Mhara (BIM) comprises of six (6) board
members including the Chairman.

Budget: Grant-in-Aid for 2007 is
\45,906,000.

The Marine Institute
Function: The Marine Institute works

actively to support existing marine research,
technology, development and innovation
activity and to underpin future innovation and
growth in the marine sector.

Membership: The Board of the Marine
Institute comprises of nine (9) Board members
including the Chairman.

Budget: The budget for 2007 is \32.39m.

Sea Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA)
Function: The primary purpose of the Sea-

Fisheries Protection Authority is to manage
Sea Fisheries Protection and Seafood Safety.
The Sea Fisheries Protection Authority
(SFPA) in conjunction with the Naval Service
and the Air Corps, have a very important role
to play in overseeing fishing activities in our
waters.
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Membership: The Authority of the Sea Fish-
eries Protection Authority comprises of three
(3) members including the Chairman.

Budget: The 2007 budget for the SFPA is
\10.82m.

Sea Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA)
Consultative Committee

Function: The Sea Fisheries and Maritime
Jurisdiction Act 2006, allowed for the establish-
ment of a Consultative Committee to inform
the Authority of concerns and views of the sea-
fisheries and seafood sectors regarding the
functions of the Authority and to seek to keep
the sea-fisheries and seafood sectors generally
informed of the applicable sea-fisheries law
and food safety law, as well as of the standards,
guidelines, practices and procedures operated
by the Authority in relation to the enforcement
of that law.

Membership: The Committee consists of 14
members comprising representatives of fishing,
processing and aquaculture sectors.

Budget: There is no budget for the operation
of this Committee.

Seafood Strategy Implementation Group
(SSIG)

Function: The SSIG, is tasked with:

• Developing a detailed implemen-
tation plan;

• Overseeing delivery of the implemen-
tation plan; and

• Monitoring and reporting on the pro-
gress of implementation.

Membership: Membership comprises rep-
resentatives from the Department of Agri-
culture, Fisheries and Food, State

Agencies and the Fisheries Industry

Budget: There is no budget for the operation
of this Committee.

Sea Fisheries Liaison Group (SFLG)
Function: The Sea Fisheries Liaison Group

is a forum for the fishing industry representa-
tives to be advised, and give their views on
issues that arise for the fishing industry, both
internally and externally.

Membership: The Sea Fisheries Liaison
Group is comprised of the Department of Agri-
culture, Fisheries and Food, State Agencies
and Industry Representatives.

Budget: There is no budget for the operation
of this Committee.

Sea Fisheries Quota Management Advisory
Committee

Function: To establish/agree catch limits for
various fish species for distribution over the
course of the year.

Membership: The Committee is comprised
of the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food, Industry and Sea Fisheries Protec-
tion Authority (SFPA) Representatives.

Budget: There is no budget for the operation
of this Committee.

Aquaculture Forum
Function: The Aquaculture Forum is a forum

for the Aquaculture industry representatives to
be advised of issues arising on the Aquaculture
Industry, and give their views.

Membership: The Aquaculture forum is
made up of the Department of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food, State Agencies and Indus-
try Representatives.

Budget: There is no budget for the operation
of this Committee.

Killybegs Fishery Harbour Centre Marketing
Initiative

Function: To develop a marketing strategy
for Killybegs Fishery Harbour Centre with a
view to attracting new business to co-exist with
the Fishing Industry.

Membership: The membership of the group
includes State organisations and bodies with a
role or interest in the development of the north
west of Ireland.

Budget: The budget is \10,000

Harbour User and Advisory Fora in the six
Fishery Harbour Centres

Function: To advise the Sea Fisheries
Administration Division of this Department on
the running of the Fishery Harbour Centres at
a local level.

Membership: Local stakeholders in the Fish-
ery Harbour Centres and Department of Agri-
culture, Fisheries and Food officials.

Budget: There is no budget for the operation
of these fora.

The Marine Licence Vetting Committee
(MLVC)

Function: The Marine Licence Vetting Com-
mittee (MLVC) provides advice to the Minister
regarding technical aspects of Foreshore
Lease/Licence and Dumping at Sea
applications.

Membership: 7 Members including the
Chairperson.

Budget: There is no budget for the operation
of this Committee.
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Veterinary Council of Ireland
Functions: To regulate the practice of veter-

inary medicine in the State.

Membership and Duration: The Board of the
Veterinary Council has 19 members and the
term of office is 4 years.

Budget: Does not receive any exchequer
funding- (mainly funded from registration fees
from Veterinary Practitioners).

Animal Remedies Consultative Committee
Functions: To assist and advise the Minister

in the making of regulations under the Animal
Remedies Act 1993.

Membership and Duration: The Animal
Remedies Consultative Committee has 9
members and the term of office is 4 years.

Budget: \2,000.

National Milk Agency
Functions: The National Milk Agency func-

tion is to regulate the supply of milk for liquid
consumption throughout the State and to
ensure all year round supply.

Membership and Duration: 14 members,
including the Chairman, comprised of rep-
resentatives of producers, processors, con-
sumers, distributors and retailers. The Agency
also has a Chief Executive and a full-time staff
of five.

Budget: Funded by means of a statutory levy
on producers.

Dairy Consultative Committee
Functions: The Dairy Consultative Commit-

tee was established in October 2007 to advise
the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food on the evaluation of policy proposals in
the context of the CAP Health Check. It will
continue to meet as required over the coming
months.

Membership and Duration: 20 members,
including the Chairman, comprised of rep-
resentatives of DAFF, IFA, ICMSA, Macra na
Feirme, ICOS, IDIA, Teagasc, Irish Dairy
Board, Bord Bia and UCC.

Budget: None

Milk Quota Appeals Tribunal
Functions: The Milk Quota Appeals Tri-

bunal is a body established to consider and
advise on applications for additional milk
quota from individual producers who have
either suffered severe hardship in the context
of the milk quota system or have been restric-
ted by animal disease in the current milk quota
year. It was established in 1989 and meets as
frequently as required at the latter end of each
milk quota year.

Membership and Duration: 6 members,
including the Chairman, comprised of rep-
resentatives of IFA, ICMSA, Macra na Feirme
and ICOS.

Budget: None.

Milk Quota Review Group
Functions: The Milk Quota Review Group

advises the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food on matters relating to the manage-
ment of Ireland’s milk quota. In general,
changes to quota schemes are made following
consultation with the Milk Quota Review
Group. It was established in 1988 and meets at
the Minister’s request, typically once or twice
per year.

Membership and Duration: 12 members,
including the Chairman, comprised of rep-
resentatives of DAFF, IFA, ICMSA, Macra na
Feirme, ICOS, IDIA and Teagasc.

Budget: None.

Agri-Vision 2015 Committees
Function: Three Committees have been

established under the Agri-Vision 2015 Plan
of Action.

Membership and Duration:

1. Agri Vision CEO Group comprising
Chiefs Executive of food agencies. This com-
mittee was established to discuss cross-cut-
ting issues regarding the Food and drink
industry.

2. The Food Industry Committee has been
established under the Agri-Vision 2015
action plan. The committee is made up of
representatives of the large Irish food and
drink manufacturers, representatives of the
small and medium sized enterprises and arti-
san representatives. The committee have
been established to identify issues facing the
Irish food industry with a view to
developing solutions.

3. An industry-led Research Group.

Budget: None of these Committees has an
operational budget.

The Audit Committee
Function: The Audit Committee of the

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
was established in 1994. The Audit Committee
has three main roles, namely:

• To advise on the operation of the
internal audit function within the
Department.

• To monitor the application of Council
Regulation (EEC) No. 4045/89, as
amended, more commonly identified
as the Scrutiny Regulation.
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• To advise on best practice for risk
management.

Membership and Duration: The Audit Com-
mittee is composed of six members including
the Chairman. Five of the members are exter-
nal to the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food.

Budget: The Audit Committee has an annual
budget of \9,000.

The WTO Consultative Group
Function: The WTO Consultative Group was

established to enable interested groups and
organizations to review and discuss current
developments in the ongoing WTO nego-
tiations and to offer material, advice and
expertise to the Department in the process of
policy formulation.

Membership and Duration: The Group com-
prises officials of the Department and rep-
resentatives of the following organisations;
IFA, Irish Creamery Milk Suppliers Associ-
ation (ICMSA), Teagasc, Bord Bia, Irish Dairy
Board, IBEC, Irish Co-operative Organisation
Society (ICOS), Irish Grain and Feed Associ-
ation, Macra Na Feirme and two independent
agricultural economists.

Budget: None.

Poultry Expert Group
Function: The group was set up in November

2006. The objective of the group was to iden-
tify, what needed to be done, and what could
be done, to best assist the future viability of the
indigenous poultry industry. It is expected that
the report of the committee will be finalised
within the coming weeks.

Membership and Duration: Trade organis-
ations, state agencies and the Department were
represented on the Group.

Budget: None.

Market Access Group
Function: The group had its inaugural meet-

ing in July 2007. It was set up to facilitate trade
in Irish meat to non-EU markets by re-opening
traditional markets and accessing new markets.

Membership and Duration: The Group is
comprised of representatives from the Depart-
ment, Bord Bia and Meat industry Ireland. No
set time limit for given for the group.

Budget: None.

Accreditation Review Group
Function: The Department is an accredited

paying agency for payment of CAP funds. To
be accredited, it has to meet certain administra-
tive and accounting criteria laid down in EU
regulations. An Accreditation Review Group

committee (ARG) was established in DAF in
January 1997. The main function of the ARG
is to ensure compliance with the accreditation
criteria.

Membership and Duration: The ARG meets
at least quarterly under the chairmanship of the
Secretary General of the Department and
includes representation by the senior manage-
ment. It also includes representatives from the
Department of Community, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs, the Department of Finance and
the Office of the Revenue Commissioners
(Customs service).

Budget: None.

National Steering Group for the Development
of the Organic Sector

Function: The National Steering Group for
the Development of the Organic Sector was
established to provide a framework for part-
nership between the organic sector and the
other principal essential interests, to offer
advice to the Minister on policy matters relat-
ing to the development of the organic sector
and to review progress on the recom-
mendations contained in the Report of the
Organic Development Committee.

Membership and Duration: The Group is
made up of representatives of a range of stake-
holders including organic farmers, mainstream
farmers, the food processing and retail sectors,
semi-state bodies and consumers. It is sup-
ported by two sub-Groups, the Organic Market
Development Group and the Partnership
Expert Group chaired by Teagasc. The
members of the National Steering Group were
appointed for a second three-year term from
June 2006.

Budget: The operating costs of the Steering
Group are met from funds allocated to the
Development of the Organic Sector. The total
allocation for 2007 was \620,000. This also
includes provision for Bord Bia’s Organic Mar-
keting Plan for 2006 to 2009, payments to
organic demonstration farms and payments to
specialist agronomists who conducted seminars
and farm walks.

Committee for Increasing the Uptake of
Knowledge Society Technologies in Agriculture

Function: The overall objective of the Com-
mittee is to accelerate the adoption of Infor-
mation and Communications Technologies
(ICT) by the farming sector so as to ensure that
it reaps all of the efficiency gains available from
such technologies and has access to all of the
information sources to make the best decisions
for their business.

Membership and Duration: The Committee
consists of members of the ICT Unit of the
Department, Farming Bodies, The Department
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of Community Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs,
Meat Industry Ireland, Teagasc and UCD. The
Committee has had 3 meetings in 2007 and will
have a 4th next week.

It is expected to produce interim report early
in the New Year and that the work will con-
tinue throughout 2008.

Budget: None.

Single Payment Appeals Committee
Function: Single Payment Appeals Commit-

tee (SPAC) dealt with appeals from farmers in
relation to their entitlements under this Single
Payments Scheme and continues to deal with
appeals from farmers in relation to the distri-
bution of National Reserve entitlements.

Membership and Duration: The Committee
is made up of the Chairperson and 4 Agri-
culture Appeals Officers.

Budget: The Chairperson receives an annual
honorarium of \ 15,000 and gets the normal
Civil Service travel expenses.

Consumer Liaison Panel
Function: The Consumer Liaison Panel was

established in January 2002 to strengthen com-
munication between the consumer and my
Department. It is a Standing Panel which
operates independently of the Department and
meets as it considers necessary to liaise on
general consumer issues in relation to the
activities of the Department and to comment
on the flow of information both to and from
the public.

Membership and Duration: The Panel has
representatives of the Consumers’ Association
of Ireland, the Irish Congress of Trade Unions,
the Irish Countrywomen’s Association, Volun-
tary and Community Sector Platform,
RGDATA and consumer representatives of
major food retail outlets. The Chair of the
Panel is currently vacant.

Budget: None.

Intensive Livestock Enterprises Working
Group

Function: The purpose of the Group is to
identify pragmatic solutions for the manage-
ment of nitrogen and phosphorus arising in
intensive enterprises in the context of the “Ni-
trates Regulations”.

Membership and Duration: There are 11
members.

Budget: None.

The Forestry Liaison Group
Function: Forest Industry stakeholder con-

sultation forum for discussing forest policy
issues.

Membership and Duration: 24 members
(including the Chairman) with representatives
from the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food, Enterprise Ireland, Coillte, Farming
Bodies and the Forest Industry. First meeting
held in November 2004. The work of this group
is ongoing.

Budget: None.

Owenriff Working Group
Function: Aim of the Group is the determi-

nation of best practice in relation to forest
management in the Owenriff catchment, Co.
Galway, for the maintenance and enhancement
of water quality and consequently the con-
servation of the freshwater pearl mussel and
salmonid populations.

Membership and Duration: 17 members with
representatives from the Department of Agri-
culture, Fisheries and Food, National Parks &
Wildlife, Coillte, Western regional Fisheries
Board, Western River Basin District and
Galway County Council. Group was estab-
lished in August 2004 and its report (looking at
forestry and FPM) is due to be released shortly.

Budget: None.

Forestry and Freshwater Pearl Mussel Tech-
nical Group and Steering Group

Function: The aim of the groups was to
produce agreed guidance for all forestry oper-
ations, which could affect Margaritifera popu-
lations in rivers designated SAC for the spec-
ies. The Forestry and Freshwater Pearl Mussel
Requirements — Site Assessment and Miti-
gation Measures were produced and these
Requirements, when published, will apply to all
potentially impacting forest operations within
identified portions of the catchments of FPM
populations in rivers designated candidate
Special Areas of Conservation (cSACs) for the
species. Public consultation occurred, the draft
Requirements were revised and at present they
are in draft stage.

Membership and Duration: Initial meeting
took place on the 23rd of September 2005
between the Forest Service, National Parks and
Wildlife Service and Coillte. This meeting
resulted in the formation of the Technical and
Steering Groups. Work of these groups is still
ongoing.

Budget: None.

DAFF — Meat Industry Working Group
Function: Meat Hygiene & Animal By-Prod-

ucts Division meets with Meat Industry Ireland
and representatives of some of the major meat
processors once a month. The function of this
Group is to provide a forum for discussion on
topical issues relating to meat hygiene and ani-
mal by-products.
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Budget: There is no specific budget for the
group.

DAFF — Federation of Irish Renderers
Working Group

Function: Meat Hygiene & Animal By-Prod-
ucts Division holds bimonthly meetings with
representatives of the rendering industry. The
function of this Group is to provide a forum for
discussion of relevant issues.

Budget: There is no specific budget for the
group.

Cross Agency Animal By-Products Group
Function: This group consists of representa-

tives from Meat Hygiene & Animal By-Prod-
ucts Division, the local authorities, the Food
Safety Authority of Ireland and the HSE. It
meets bi-monthly. The function of the group is
to co-ordinate the enforcement of the animal
by-products regulations.

Budget: There is no specific budget for the
group.

Animal By-Products Consultative Forum
Function: This group consists of representa-

tives from Meat Hygiene & Animal By-Prod-
ucts Division, the Department of Environment,
Heritage and Local Government, Bord Ias-
caigh Mhara, the compost, biogas and waste
management industries. It meets bi-monthly.
The function of the group is to provide a forum
for discussion on issues relating to the regu-
lation by DAFF under the animal by-products
regulations of the composting and biogas
industry.

Budget: There is no specific budget for the
group.

Monitoring Committee on the Charter of
Rights for Farmers

Function: The committee was established
under the Charter of Rights for Farmers
2005/2007 to monitors progress on targets
established under the Charter.

Membership and Duration: The Social Part-
ner Farm organisations and the Department
are represented on the Committee, which has
an independent Chairman. It meets at least
three times per year.

Budget: None. Fee and expenses paid to
Chairman.

In addition to the above, there are a number of
DAFF internal committees and working groups.

Grant Payments.

308. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if, in view of
the fact that a person (details supplied) in County
Mayo submitted the information sought by her

Department, their payment of the DAS be
awarded. [27165/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): An application under
the Single Payment Scheme/Disadvantaged
Areas Scheme was received from the person
named on 1 May 2007. Of the Disadvantaged
Areas Scheme, one of the primary requirements
is that applicants maintain a minimum stocking
density on their holding of 0.15 livestock units per
forage hectare declared for at least three consecu-
tive months. However, where the holding of an
applicant is identified as not meeting this mini-
mum requirement, the person in question is
invited to submit evidence of satisfactory stock-
ing, i.e. Flock Register, Horse Passports, or
details of a REPS or Commonage Framework
Plan, which provides for a lower stocking level.

The person named was written to and invited
to submit appropriate evidence of the number of
sheep maintained on the farm. The REPS Plan
requires that 59 sheep be maintained and the per-
son named has submitted proof to my Depart-
ment covering 55 sheep. The person named has
been in contact with a Department official and is
to submit proof of the purchase of a further 7
sheep. On receipt of this proof, the application
will be further processed with a view to payment
at an early date.

309. Deputy Phil Hogan asked the Minister for
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food when a single
farm payment will be granted to a person (details
supplied) in County Kilkenny; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [27180/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): The person named
submitted a Single Payment Scheme/ Disadvan-
taged Areas Scheme application to my Depart-
ment on 2 May 2007, in respect of 45.83 hectares.
The case was selected for satellite inspection,
which is now complete. The case is being pro-
cessed and payment will issue to the applicant
shortly.

310. Deputy Phil Hogan asked the Minister for
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food when a single
farm payment and a disadvantaged payment will
be awarded to a person (details supplied) in
County Kilkenny; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27181/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): An application under
the Single Payment Scheme/Disadvantaged
Areas Scheme was received from the person
named on 15 May 2007.

While the person named had established 65.48
entitlements, a satellite inspection of his holding
found an eligible area of 64.96 hectares. The
appropriate 50% under the Single Payment
Scheme is in the course of issuing to him i.e.
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\14,791.44. in receipt of 64.96 entitlements less
modulation.

Payments under the Disadvantaged Areas
Scheme commenced on 20 September 2007, with
payments issuing in respect of those cases cleared
for payment at that stage. Payments continue to
issue as further cases subsequently become clear.
The application of the person named has now
been fully processed and the DAS payment
(\4,319.55) will issue shortly.

Ministerial Staff.

311. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the number
of staff in her constituency office; the number of
these who are civil servants; the number who are
not; the cost to the Exchequer of the salaries and
expenses in a full year for the civil servants and
non-civil service staff; if she will provide the
information in tabular form; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [27200/07]

312. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the number
of staff in her private office; the number of these
who are civil servants; the number who are not;
the cost to the Exchequer of the salaries and
expenses in a full year for the civil servants and
non-civil service staff; if she will provide the
information in tabular form; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [27215/07]

313. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the number,
for each Minister of State assigned to her Depart-
ment, of staff in their constituency office; the
number of these who are civil servants; the
number who are not; the cost to the Exchequer
of the salaries and expenses in a full year for the
civil servants and non civil service staff; if she will
provide the information in tabular form; and if

Schedule

Directives to be implemented by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Title of Directive Date by which Directive is to be
implemented

Commission Directive 2006/130/EC of 11 December 2006 implementing Directive 30 September 2007
2001/82/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards the
establishment of criteria for exempting certain veterinary medicinal products for
food-producing animals from the requirement of a veterinary prescription (OJL
349 12/12/2006 p.15)

Directive 2005/36/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 7 20 October 2007
September 2005 on the recognition of professional qualifications (OJL 255,
30/09/2005, p.22)

Commission Directive 2007/40/EC of 28 June 2007 amending Directive 2001/32/EC 31 October 2007
recognising protected zones exposed to particular plant health risks in the
Community. (OJL169, 29/06/2007, p.49)

Commission Directive 2007/41/EC of 28 June 2007 amending certain Annexes to 31 October 2007
Council Directive 2000/29/EC on protective measures against the introduction
into the Community of organisms harmful to plants or plant products and against
their spread with the Community. (OJL 169, 29/06/2007, p.51)

she will make a statement on the matter.
[27230/07]

314. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the number,
for each Minister of State assigned to her Depart-
ment, of staff in their private office; the number
of these who are civil servants; the number who
are not; the cost to the Exchequer of the salaries
and expenses in a full year for the civil servants
and non civil service staff; if she will provide the
information in tabular form; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [27245/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 311 to 314, inclusive, together.

The information that the Deputy requested is
currently being collated and I will write to him on
this matter very shortly.

EU Directives.

315. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
EU Directives awaiting incorporation into Irish
law in her Department; the deadline for incorpor-
ation; the date she foresees for implementation
of each directive; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [27304/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): The 14 Directives to
be transposed into national law for which my
Department has responsibility are set out in the
following schedule. Directive 2006/130/EC on
animal remedies, Directive 2005/36/EC on pro-
fessional qualifications in veterinary medicine for
veterinary practitioners, Directives 2007/40/EC
and 2007/41/EC on plant health will all be signed
shortly. In all other cases I intend to have the
Directives implemented by the due date.
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Title of Directive Date by which Directive is to be
implemented

Commission Directive 2007/56/EC of 17 September 2007 amending certain Annexes 18 December 2007
to Council Directives 86/362/EEC, 86/363/EEC and 90/642/EEC as regards
maximum residue levels for azoxystrobin, chlorothalonil, deltamethrin,
hexachlorobenzene, ioxynil, oxamyl and quinoxyfen (OJL 243, 18/09/2007, p50)

Commission Directive 2007/20/EC of 3 April 2007 amending Directive 98/8/EC of 29 February 2008
the European Parliament and of the Council to include dichlofluanid as an active
substance in Annex I thereto (OJL 94, 04/04/2007, p23)

Commission Directive 2007/55/EC of 17 September 2007 amending certain Annexes 18 March 2008
to Council Directives 76/895/EEC, 86/362/EEC, 86/363/EEC and 90/642/EEC as
regards maximum residue levels for azinphos-methyl (OJL 243, 18/09/2007, p41)

Commission Directive 2007/57/EC of 17 September 2007 amending certain Annexes 18 March 2008
to Council Directives 76/895/EEC, 86/362/EEC, 86/363/EEC and 90/642/EEC as
regards maximum residue levels for dithiocarbamates (OJL 243, 18/09/2007, p61)

Commission Directive 2007/52/EC of 16 August 2007 amending Council Directive 31 March 2008
91/414/EEC to include ethoprophos, pirimiphos-methyl and fipronil as active
substances (OJL 214, 17/08/2007, p.13)

Commission Directive 2007/62/EC of 4 October 2007 amending certain Annexes to 5 April 2008
Council Directives 86/362/EEC and 90/642/EEC as regards maximum residue
levels for bifenazate, pethoxamid, pyrimethanil and rimsulfuron (OJL 260,
5/10/2007, p.5)

Council Directive 2006/88/EC of 24 October 2006 on animal health requirements 1 May 2008
for aquaculture animals and products thereof, and on the prevention and control
of certain diseases in aquatic animals. (OJL 328, 24/11/06, p14)

Council Directive 2007/61/EC of 26 September 2007 amending Directive 31 August 2008
2001/114/EC relating to certain partly or wholly dehydrated preserved milk for
human consumption (OJL 258, 4/10/2007, p.270

Council Directive 2007/33/EC of 11 June 2007 on the control of potato cyst 30 June 2010
nematodes and repealing Directive 69/465/EEC. (OJL 156, 16/06/2007. p.12)

Council Directive 2007/43/EC of 28 June 2007 laying down minimum rules for the 30 June 2010
protection of chickens kept for meat production (OJL 182, 12/07/2007, p.10)

Equine Sector.

316. Deputy Johnny Brady asked the Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the number
of spot checks carried out to date in 2007 under
the Equine Passport Control Regulations; and if
she will make a statement on the matter.
[27402/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): I am pleased to inform
the Deputy that my Department is currently
actively engaged in a range of activities aimed at
enforcement of the equine identification regu-
lations. This is an incremental process. Officials
from my Department have been working closely
with the industry in 2007 with a view to achieving
compliance with the legislation.

Letters have issued from my Department to all
of the relevant bodies in the equine sector out-
lining the requirements regarding the identifi-
cation of equidae. A series of advertisements
were placed in the press to inform the general
public of the requirements. Officials from my
Department are making direct contact with the
owners / managers of major equine venues to
remind them of their responsibilities in this
regard. In recent weeks Inspectors from my
Department have attended at horse sales and
carried out checks of animals presented for sale,
reminding people that all equines must be iden-

tified before being moved from a holding and that
failure to comply with the regulations may result
in prosecution.

Grant Payments.

317. Deputy Dinny McGinley asked the Mini-
ster for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food when
payment will be made to a person (details
supplied) in County Donegal under the disadvan-
taged area scheme. [27413/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): An application under
the Single Payment Scheme/Disadvantaged
Areas Scheme was received from the person
named on 25 April 2007.

One of the primary requirements of the Dis-
advantaged Areas Scheme,is that applicants
maintain a minimum stocking density on their
holding of 0.15 livestock units per forage hectare
declared for at least three consecutive months.
However, where the holding of an applicant is
identified as not meeting this minimum require-
ment, the person in question is invited to submit
evidence of satisfactory stocking, i.e. Flock Regis-
ter, Horse Passports, or details of a REPS or
Commonage Framework Plan, which provides for
a lower stocking rate.

The person named was written to and invited
to submit appropriate evidence of the number of
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animals maintained on the farm. On receipt of a
satisfactory response from the person named, the
application will be further processed with a view
to payment at an early date if he meets the eligi-
bility criteria.

Sheep Sector.

318. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if
she is satisfied regarding the ability of the lamb
production sector to compete on international
markets; her proposals in this regard; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [27510/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): I am satisfied that the
necessary action is being taken to allow the sheep
sector to continue to compete on international
markets. The 2006 Sheep Industry Development
Strategy and its subsequent implementation
report provide the framework for an efficient and
competitive response to market demands. While
most of the recommendations are for the industry
itself to address, my Department assists in a
number of areas such as sheep breeding, pro-
cessing facilities and quality assurance. Sheep
farmers also benefit from a number of schemes
operated by my Department. A new REPS sup-
plementary measure is particularly aimed at
sheep farmers. It has an annual budget of \28 mil-
lion and a projected overall cost of \170 million
up to 2013.

An Bord Bia will continue to promote Irish
lamb on international markets. It organises sev-
eral strategic marketing campaigns annually.
Bord Bia’s summer promotions are aimed to
highlight the availability and improve awareness
of Irish lamb at a time when it is at its optimum
quality. In France, our main market, its pro-
motions are run in conjunction with eight major
retailers throughout the country covering over
1,200 outlets.

Aside from its comprehensive lamb marketing
programmes in key European markets, Bord Bia
is collaborating with its French and British
counterparts to develop a 3 year generic lamb
promotion on the French market to promote
lamb to younger consumers. This campaign,
which amounts to a major new initiative on the
European lamb market, is due to commence early
in 2008.

Grant Payments.

319. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
extent to which single farm payments have been
met to date; the extent to which administrative
procedures have been eased or intensified; and if
she will make a statement on the matter.
[27511/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): Under the 2007 Dis-
advantaged Areas Scheme, 105,706 potentially
eligible claims have been identified. Payments
under the Scheme commenced on 20 September
2007, and so far 96,658 (nearly 92%) of cases
have been fully paid a total of \240.2 million. Pay-
ments continue to issue twice weekly, as further
cases subsequently become clear.

Under EU legislation, Member States may
commence payment under the Single Payment
Scheme on 1 December of the year of appli-
cation. In exceptional circumstances, a Member
State may apply to the European Commission to
be allowed to make an advance payment on 16th
October. Taking account of the exceptionally bad
weather conditions throughout Ireland this sum-
mer I applied to the European Commission to
allow an advance of the Single Farm Payment on
16th October. The European Commission
accepted the case I put forward and legislated for
a 50% advance payment to eligible applicants
clear for payment on 16th October.

Advance payments to applicants with clear
applications commenced on that date. The posi-
tion now is that \557.8 million has been paid to
over 117,078 applicants (over 92% of total eli-
gible applicants). The remainder are not as yet
clear for payment. Delays in processing the
unclear cases can be caused by many factors,
including incomplete application forms, errors on
applications and discrepancies highlighted follow-
ing computer validation, which include dual
claims/over-claims etc. and are generally resolved
via correspondence with the applicant.

The on-going objective of my Department is to
make payments to all of those farmers, who have
yet to receive their advance payment as soon as
their cases are cleared for payment. In many
cases, my Department is still awaiting docu-
mentation that will facilitate the processing of
applications for payment. A number of payment
runs continue to be made each week as cases
are cleared.

In accordance with EU legislation balancing
payments to eligible applicants with clear appli-
cations will commence on 1st December. In so far
as administrative procedures are concerned, it is
certainly the case that these are less onerous than
was the case under the schemes in place prior to
the Single Payment. Scheme. Nevertheless I have
been keenly aware of the need to minimise the
administrative burden on applicants for the Sin-
gle Payment Scheme and to make the Single Pay-
ment application process as straight forward as
possible within the constraints of the provisions
of EU Legislation. Each year my Department
provides applicants for the Single Payment
Scheme with pre printed application forms con-
taining the most up to date information available
at the time of issue. The pre printed information
is taken from the applicant’s application for the
previous year and takes account of updates to
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that application during the year. Applicants are
requested to carefully check the information pro-
vided and made any amendments necessary
before returning their application forms.

My Department is committed to easing admin-
istrative procedures for applicants under the Sin-
gle Payment Scheme and undertook a major pilot
project for on-line applications in 2007. Farmers
may apply directly themselves or via Teagasc or
other approved agents. The response was encour-
aging and in excess of 7,000 applications were
received on-line. A major advantage from the
applicant’s point of view is that the validation
procedure in place reduces the number of queries
arising in relation to on-line applications com-
pared to paper applications thereby facilitating
the processing of such applications for payment.
I am anxious that as many applicants as possible
will avail of the on-line facility in 2008 and my
Department will mount a major promotional and
information campaign early in the new year to
encourage farmers to submit their 2008 appli-
cations on-line. There is no doubt that adminis-
trative procedures are eased for those who avail
of the on-line application facility and I would
urge as many farmers as possible to use it in 2008.

At EU level discussions are ongoing in respect
of European Commission proposals aimed at sim-
plifying the Single Payment Scheme. Ireland sup-
ports elements of the proposals including the
reduction of set-aside to zero in 2008 and the
abolition of the 10 month retention period for
land which if adopted will result in a simplifi-
cation of administrative procedures for Single
Payment Scheme applicants in 2008. My Depart-
ment has made a number of submissions to the
EU Commission suggesting additional alter-
ations, which, if accepted, would further simplify
the operation of the Single Payment Scheme for
farmers.

Sugar Beet Industry.

320. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
extent of sugar beet production within the EU at
present; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [27513/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): Prior to the introduc-
tion of the temporary scheme for the restructur-
ing of the sugar industry in the Community, sugar
beet was grown for sugar processing in all but
four Member States, namely Cyprus, Estonia,
Luxembourg, and Malta.

In the first two years of the restructuring
scheme, which involves quota renunciation and
closure of the associated processing facilities,
restructuring applications were submitted in 12
Member States. Details of these applications are
given, by Member State, in the table below.

Recently the Council of Ministers adopted a
regulation making the restructuring scheme more
attractive with a view to reducing the EU sugar
quota by a further 3.8m tonnes. The effect that
this will have on sugar beet production in individ-
ual Member States remains to be seen.

Table: Applications for Restructuring Aid (Sugar quota only,
in tonnes)

Member (1) (2) (3)
State Total sugar Quota Col (2) as %

quota renounced of Col (1)

%

Italy 1,557,443 803,597 52

Spain 996,961 109,797 11

Sweden 368,262 42,562 12

Ireland 199,260 199,260 100

Finland 146,087 56,087 38

Hungary 401,684 108,093 27

Czech Rep 454,862 102,473 23

Slovakia 207,432 70,133 34

Portugal 69,718 54,718 78

Greece 317,502 158,800 50

Slovenia 52,973 52,973 100

Latvia 66,505 66,505 100

Farm Retirement Scheme.

321. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
number of farm retirement pension applications
on hand at present; the number approved in the
past 12 months; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [27514/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): A total of 189 cases
were approved for payment in the period 01
November 2006 to 31 October 2007 under the
2000-2006 Early Retirement Scheme. This
Scheme closed to new applications on 31
December 2006.

The 2007-2013 Early Retirement Scheme was
launched on 13 June 2007. A total of 8 cases have
been approved for payment under this Scheme
and a further 48 cases are currently being pro-
cessed by my Department.

Alternative Energy Projects.

322. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
acreage currently devoted to biofuel crop pro-
duction; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [27515/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): The area of oilseed
rape, which is used to produce liquid biofuel,
increased from 5,000 hectares in 2006 to 7,500
hectares in 2007. A further 800 hectares of willow
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and miscanthus were planted in 2007. The
increase in area planted can be attributed to the
developing Bioenergy market and the introduc-
tion of incentives at farm level to stimulate pro-
duction of energy crops. The incentives include a
new national energy crops payment of \80 per
hectare. This will be paid as a top-up to the EU
premium available under the EU Energy Crops
Scheme, subject to certain conditions. Establish-
ment grants of up to \1,450 per hectare are avail-
able under the new Bioenergy Scheme to encour-
age farmers to plant willow and miscanthus.

The future outlook for energy crops depends
on a number of factors, not least profitability at
farm level. In the short-term, the soaring world
demand for grain is likely to lead to an increase
in the area devoted to conventional cereal crops
in Ireland and elsewhere in response to the cur-
rent high grain prices. More long-term projec-
tions are difficult to forecast at this stage. Much
will depend on the rate of development of pro-
duction and consumption patterns for biofuels
over the next number of years.

Beef Exports.

323. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food her
plans to promote the sales of Irish beef and beef
products worldwide on the basis of high quality
husbandry, production, packaging, processing
and eco-friendly standards; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [27516/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): The Irish beef industry
is worth \1.5 billion in foreign earnings to the
national economy annually. Ireland produced
over half a million tonnes of beef in 2006, with
exports reaching a seven-year high of 516,000
tonnes, or 93% of total production. Irish compan-
ies are major suppliers across Europe and have
gained a top-class portfolio of retail accounts
there. In 2006, Ireland exported 250,000 tonnes
to the UK and almost 230,000 tonnes to Conti-
nental EU countries, which together represents in
excess of 90% of our total beef exports.

The Agri-Vision 2015 Action Plan points out
that our aim is to consolidate and further develop
our position in the EU market. Bord Bia is
responsible for the promotion of our beef and I
take every opportunity to support them in their
efforts in this regard. In order to publicise the
response of the beef industry to an ever-evolving
market, Bord Bia is intensifying its efforts to pro-
mote beef over the coming months. The aim is to
build on the already well-established marketing
and promotional activities in place. An extensive
promotional campaign commenced in September
involving 30 supermarkets across 13 European
countries in 10,000 individual outlets. In addition,
Bord Bia is currently finalising a new Irish beef
marketing strategy. This follows consultation with

the industry as to how best use the promotional
resources available over the period 2008 to 2013.

I have also recently established a Market
Access Group to focus efforts on the re-opening
of 3rd Country markets for Irish beef and other
meats. The recent re-opening of the Saudi Arab-
ian and South African markets are welcome
developments in this respect.

Another key element in our strategy for
developing and sustaining our presence in EU
and international beef markets must be the con-
tinued emphasis on the quality of our product.
The support, both financial and otherwise, I have
given to quality assurance schemes is an indica-
tion of the importance I place on these as key
features of our future marketing strategies. In
addition, I have introduced measures to assist the
sector in further enhancing the quality of Irish
beef.

Firstly, I was delighted to recently announce
the \250 million Suckler Cow Welfare Scheme.
This measure is fully in keeping with the aims
outlined in the Agri-Vision 2015 Action Plan.
While the measure is primarily aimed at improv-
ing animal welfare, it will also contribute to the
improved quality and the viability of suckler
holdings.

Secondly, I announced in April a Capital
Investment Aid Scheme for the beef and sheep-
meat sector, which will increase added value at
processing level and improve efficiencies. The
advances in breed improvement programmes
being developed by ICBF will also be of consider-
able long-term benefit to the industry. These
combined measures will, I am confident, allow us
to promote Irish beef successfully in international
markets based on all its attributes, including its
environmentally sustainable and welfare friendly
aspects.

Poultry Industry.

324. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if
she is satisfied that all turkeys sold here during
the festive period will meet Irish and EU stan-
dards in regard to production, processing and
traceability; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [27517/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): Turkeys sold here,
during the festive period or at other times, are
required to meet the relevant national and EU
requirements. The necessary inspection and con-
trol procedures are in place to check on such
compliance.

In the case of small quantities of poultry
slaughtered on farm for direct supply to the final
consumer or local retail establishments, there is
an exemption from the EU requirements regard-
ing approval and control of slaughtering estab-
lishments. The general requirements regarding
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food safety and hygiene remain, however, applic-
able to those supplies.

Fisheries Protection.

325. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
extent to which each EU country including
Ireland has restricted its fish catches as a percent-
age of its total catch in the past 10 years; and if
she will make a statement on the matter.
[27518/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): It is the responsibility
of each Member State to manage their fisheries
within the regulations set by Council and Com-
mission regulations. I do not have available to me
details of the various systems that apply in each
Member State.

The annual EU Total Allowable catch and
quotas regulation sets out for each Member State
the maximum catch which may be taken for cer-
tain species in specific areas of the sea. There are
three categories of species to which quotas apply.
These are:—

• Whitefish Species;

• Deep Sea Species; and

• Pelagic Species

In Ireland, representatives from my Department,
the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority and Indus-
try meet at least once a month to agree the quotas
for whitefish and deep-sea species for the follow-
ing month. Industry recommendations on man-
agement arrangements are accepted as far as
possible.

In 2007, I have established particular manage-
ment arrangements, in agreement with industry,
setting catch restrictions for some 10 whitefish
species, 4 pelagic species and 8 deep sea species.
Of the particular stocks available to Ireland i.e. a
particular species in a particular area, there are
management arrangements in place for 17 of the
36 whitefish stocks, 11 of the 13 deep sea stocks
and 7 of the 8 pelagic stocks. This would also be
typical of previous years.

World Trade Negotiations.

326. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food her
proposed position in regard to future WTO dis-
cussions; if she will take particular initiatives with
a view to ensuring that the agri-sector here can
compete in the global economy; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [27519/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): I remain committed to
a balanced outcome to the negotiations. As an
open economy dependent on trade Ireland has
much to gain from a successful deal. However, I

am determined that agriculture must not be sacri-
ficed for the sake of an overall agreement and
that, in accordance with the agreed EU negotiat-
ing mandate, a new WTO agreement will not
necessitate further reform of the CAP.

More specifically my priorities are:

• on Market Access to retain the maximum
possible level of protection against
increased imports;

• on Domestic Supports to defend direct pay-
ments to farmers from reduction by ensur-
ing that their eligibility for Green Box
status is maintained;

• on Export Subsidies to ensure flexibility in
the phasing out arrangements and to
demand full parallel treatment for elimin-
ation of all forms of export subsidy;

• on Non-Trade Concerns, to seek recognit-
ion for non-trade issues such as environ-
mental, animal welfare and animal health
controls.

The Agrivision 2015 Action Plan which I pub-
lished in March 2006 sets out my vision for a com-
petitive, consumer-focused and knowledge driven
agri-food sector which will contribute to a vibrant
rural economy, society and environment and
which exploits opportunities in non-food areas. In
addition to a broad vision statement, the Plan sets
out one hundred and sixty six specific actions to
be implemented for the development of the sec-
tor. It was drawn up in the light of recent CAP
reforms and the likelihood of a more liberalised
trade policy under a new WTO agreement.

I believe that the Agri-Vision 2015 Action Plan
and the \8.7 billion package of agri-food
measures in the National Development Plan will
facilitate the continued growth of Irish Agri-Food
sector and ensure that the sector is competitive
on global markets.

Fisheries Protection.

327. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if all
EU countries are compliant with EU fish quota
restrictions; the reason such restrictions appear to
impact more here than in other EU jurisdictions;
and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [27520/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): The EU Commission
is the body legally responsible for monitoring
compliance by Member States with fish quota
allocations. Where a Member State has breached
a quota allocation for a stock in a particular year,
in the normal course the provisions of Council
Regulation 847 /96 introducing additional con-
ditions for year to year management of TACs and
quotas are applied. In this regard, where catches
of a particular stock are exceeded by a Member
State, that amount is deducted from that Member
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State’s quota for the following year. In addition,
the EU Commission may take infringement pro-
ceedings against a Member State where it con-
siders that the Member State is not properly man-
aging its quotas and where it is not ensuring that
the limits set are being respected.

It is the responsibility of each member state to
manage its own quotas taking into account their
own national circumstances. In the current envir-
onment, where stocks are under pressure and
quotas are declining most Member States find the
management of quotas to be an increasing chal-
lenge. A number of Member States, including the
UK, France and Denmark have introduced
schemes to permanently reduce their fishing
fleets in order to bring fleets into balance with
available quotas in recent times. A important
objective of fleet decommissioning schemes is to
increase the quantum of quota available to the
remaining vessels in the fleet.

I have sought EU approval so that I can intro-
duce a new decommissioning scheme to remove
excess capacity from Ireland’s whitefish fleet in
accordance with the recommendations of the
Cawely report “Steering A New Course —
Strategy for A Restructured, Sustainable and
Profitable Seafood Industry 2007-2013”. I hope to
be in a position to launch this scheme in the
near future.

328. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
reason the fishing industry here appears to have
lost out on fishing quotas in comparison to other
EU States; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [27521/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): In relation to quota
allocations, you are no doubt aware that Ireland’s
shares of the main fish stocks were set in the early
1980’s when fish stocks were being shared out
between Member States. The share allocations
were based on catch records and reflect the fish-
ing levels by the Irish fleet at that time. Since then
it has been a priority of successive Ministers with
responsibility for the fisheries brief to have these
shares improved. In 1992 and 2002, the Common
Fisheries Policy was reviewed and in both cases
substantial efforts were made to push Ireland’s
case for increases shares of important stocks with-
out success. Ireland received no support from
other Member States for changes in the allocation
keys for the share out of stocks. The practical
reality is that to achieve an increase in Ireland’s
share of Total Allowable Catch (TACs), other
Member States would have to take a cut in their
share. This is all the more difficult to achieve
when TACs of all the main commercial species
are falling and the reality is that achieving a quali-
fied majority for such an outcome at the Fisheries
Council is not deliverable.

The reform package, agreed in December 2002,
included key national priorities such as the con-
tinuation of the Hague quota preferences, an
action plan to address the problem of juvenile fish
catches, stronger control and enforcement and
new Regional Advisory Councils giving fisher-
men a strong voice in shaping future fisheries
policy at EU level.

It is important to note that Ireland has 14 %
of demersal/whitefish stocks and 21% of pelagic
stocks (excluding blue whiting which is mainly
landed for fish meal) in the waters around our
coast (northern part of Western Waters). In 2007,
this amounted to 35,359 tonnes of
demersal/whitefish and 128,806 tonnes of herring,
mackerel, horse mackerel and albacore tuna. In
addition, Ireland’s quota of blue whiting
amounted to 35,278 tonnes. The Cawley Strategic
report “Steering A New Course — Strategy for
a Restructured, Sustainable and Profitable Irish
Seafood Industry 2007-2013” sets out a clear
strategy to maximise the value of quotas focused
on increasing the value of seafood at every stage
from the sea to the table. I am satisfied that the
effective implementation of this Stategy, which
the Government has endorsed, will deliver a a
sustainable, profitable and self-reliant industry
that will maximise its long term contribution to
coastal communities. I am fully committed to
working with industry to deliver the strategy set
down efficiently and effectively.

Pigmeat Sector.

329. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if
she has examined the current and future require-
ments of the pig industry with particular refer-
ence to future requirements and the ability to
meet consumer demands at home and compete
on international markets; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [27522/07]

330. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if
she has received communication from pig pro-
ducers outlining the state of the industry with
particular reference to the ability to compete on
the international markets; her proposals to
address these issues; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27523/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): I propose to take
Questions Nos. 329 and 330 together.

The representative organisations for pig pro-
ducers and processors have been in contact with
me about a range of issues affecting the sector. A
major concern for the industry is the very high
cost of feed and consequent erosion of profit mar-
gins. The rise in feed prices can be attributed to
a number of factors such as (i) heavy demand for
cereals in Asia (ii) the increased demand for feed
materials from the biofuel industry and (iii)
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[Deputy Mary Coughlan.]

unfavourable weather conditions which affected
many of the major cereal growing countries.

The EU Council of Agriculture Ministers has,
in response to the pressures on the international
cereal and feed markets, agreed to suspend the
obligation to set 10% of arable land aside. This
will ensure that more arable land is available for
cereal cultivation in 2008.

In relation to market supports, a scheme of fin-
ancial assistance for the private storage of pig-
meat has been in place since 29th October. This
was adopted by the European Commission in
response to a request from me and some other
Member States. I have also impressed on the
Commission the need for export refunds for fresh
and frozen pigmeat and this will be kept under
consideration.

Pigmeat features prominently in Bord Bia’s
programme of promotion on the home and
export markets. I have asked the Bord to inten-
sify its autumn pork and bacon promotion cam-
paign in order to ensure that the market remains
firm over the coming months. Additional funding
is being made available for this. The Bord Bia
quality assurance schemes are also a good tool
in maintaining consumer confidence and, in this
context, the pigmeat scheme is well established
and managed.

On the export front, Irish pork has access to
important markets worldwide and pork is
included in overseas promotion drives and
market access initiatives. I recognise, however,
that the weak U.S. dollar is creating difficulties
for exports to non-EU countries.

I am working with the Minister for Health and
Children towards the introduction of legislation
to provide better information to consumers on
the origin of pigmeat sold in this country. This
will require the approval of the EU Commission,
which following the public consultation process
by the FSAI and consideration of its outcome,
will be pursued shortly. I have introduced other
initiatives to support the industry such as the
extension of the farm waste management scheme
to the pig sector and my Department’s prog-
ramme of financial assistance for the transition to
welfare-friendly sow housing.

This is a difficult period for pig producers but
the sector has proven itself resilient in the past.
Within the framework of the EU common agri-
cultural policy, I will continue to ensure that pig
producers’ problems are highlighted with a view
to suitable action.

Food Safety Standards.

331. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if
her attention has been drawn to an EU report
relating to the standards and quality of beef
imports into the European Union including
Ireland; if she has made enquiries as to whether
this report has identified regulations or standards

not being complied with; if such matters are
expected to affect the health and quality of the
product on sale here; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27524/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): I understand the
Deputy is referring to the publication of a report
by the Food and Veterinary Office of the Euro-
pean Commission (FVO) on a visit it made to
Brazil earlier this year to evaluate animal health
controls in that country.

I would welcome the publication of this report
at the earliest possible date. However it is
important to note that the FVO have procedures
that can involve protracted correspondence on
their draft report with the national authorities in
the Member State or Third country concerned.

The Food and Veterinary Office is part of the
EU Directorate-General for Health and Con-
sumer Protection. It conducts missions to
Member States and third countries to check on
compliance with the requirements of EU food
safety and quality, animal health and welfare and
plant health within the EU and on compliance
with EU import requirements in third countries.
The Commission report on their findings to the
Standing Committee on the Food Chain and Ani-
mal Health. I would remind the Deputy again
that the Commissioner has personally assured me
that he will not hesitate to take appropriate pro-
tection measures if a product, imported from a
third country represents a risk for the health of
EU consumers, livestock or plants.

Food Labelling.

332. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food if
the labelling on all poultry products sold here
reflects the country of origin; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [27525/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): We already have EU
Regulations which provide for the labelling of
unprocessed poultry meat at retail level. The
information which these regulations require on
the label includes the registered number of the
slaughterhouse or cutting plant and, where
imported from a Third Country, an indication of
country of origin. These regulations do not apply
to poultry products that are processed in any way.
Draft regulations requiring the origin labelling of
pigmeat, poultry meat and sheep meat were pre-
pared in my Department and forwarded to the
Department of Health and Children as the Regu-
lations will be made under the Health Act 1947.

A public consultation on the proposed regu-
lations took place during the past month via the
website of the Food Safety Authority of Ireland.
The consultation period has now passed and the
proposed legislation is being reviewed in the light
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of submitted comments. The draft legislation will
then be forwarded to the European Commission
for approval. The commencement date for the
legislation will depend on the Commission’s
response and, possibly, that of other Member
States. In the proposed legislation ‘origin’ will be
defined as the country where the animal was
reared and, if different, the country of slaughter.
This will have to be indicated on meat and meat
products containing over 70% meat. The require-
ment to show the country of rearing and slaughter
of the animal will not be superseded by any ‘sub-
stantial transformation’.

333. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
number of inquiries or inspections carried out by
her Department in the past 12 months with a view
to the authentication of meat or meat products
purporting to be of Irish origin; if she is satisfied
that all such labelled products accurately reflect
their original source; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27526/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): The Minister for
Health and Children has overall responsibility for
the general food labelling legislation. Responsi-
bility for enforcement of labelling legislation rests
with the Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI)
through its service contracts with my Depart-
ment, the Sea Fisheries Protection Agency, the
Health Services Executive, the Local Authorities
and the National Consumer Agency.

General food labelling legislation, as set out in
Directive 2000/13/EC on the labelling, presen-
tation and advertising of foodstuffs does not
require a declaration of origin of food. However
declaration requirements exist in legislation for
some food products including beef, and some
imported poultry in specific circumstances such as
when raw and pre-packed. There is a clear
requirement that consumers should not be misled
by food labelling. Manufacturers may voluntarily
declare a country of origin, and consumers should
not be misled by that declaration.

The labelling of beef is governed by Council
Regulation (EC) No. 1760/2000 of 17 July 2000
and is underpinned by a full animal identification
and traceability system. These compulsory label-
ling regulations require all operators and organis-
ations marketing beef within the Community to
provide the following information on the label:

• A reference code to enable the beef to be
traced back to the animal or group of ani-
mals from which it was derived

• The approval number of the slaughter-
house and the country in which it is located

• The approval number of the de-boning hall
and the country in which it is located

• An indication of the origin of the animal
from which the beef was derived to include

the country in which it was born and
reared.

These Regulations are implemented in Ireland by
the European Communities (Labelling of Beef
and Beef Products) Regulations, 2000 (S.I. No.
435 of 2000) and the European Communities
(Labelling of Beef and Beef Products)
(Amended) Regulations, 2002 (S.I. No. 485 of
2000).

The competent authority with responsibility for
enforcement of labelling legislation in retail
establishments is the Health Service Executive
through its Environmental Health Officers under
contract to the FSAI. As far as my Department
is concerned labelling checks are carried out as
part of the routine official checks at meat plants
under DAFF control. Checks are conducted on a
random, risk based frequency and cover labelling,
traceability/origin, identification of cattle, label-
ling of carcases, meat, mince meat, meat
products.

Grant Payments.

334. Deputy Paul Connaughton asked the
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the
reason a person (details supplied) in County
Galway has not received their 50% single farm
payment; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [27554/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): An application was
received on 15 May 2007 requesting a transfer of
7.99 standard entitlements to the person named
by way of a three-year lease from a third party.
Related documentation was also received. Pro-
cessing of the application was somewhat delayed
because of issues relating to the reversion of
entitlements associated with a prior lease
between the person named and the third party.
The matter has now been resolved and the appli-
cation has been fully processed. Payment will
issue shortly.

335. Deputy John Perry asked the Minister for
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food the position
regarding the area aid and single farm payment
for persons (details supplied) in County Sligo;
when payment is expected to be made; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [27565/07]

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Deputy Mary Coughlan): An application under
the Single Payment Scheme/Disadvantaged
Areas Scheme was received from the persons
named on 25 April 2007. In respect of the Single
Payment Scheme, the 50% advance payment of
\1,892.27 issued to the persons named on 24
October 2007, while under the Disadvantaged
Areas Scheme, full payment of \1,454.25 issued
to the person named on 25 October 2007. Balanc-
ing payments under the Single Payment Scheme
are scheduled to commence on 1 December 2007.
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School Transport.

336. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for
Education and Science when a decision will be
made on the catchment areas for rural students
(details supplied) in County Wexford; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [26982/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Edu-
cation and Science (Deputy Seán Haughey): The
Programme for Government includes a commit-
ment to review the school transport scheme,
including catchment boundaries. My Department
is currently considering how best to progress this
task.

School Absenteeism.

337. Deputy Róisı́n Shortall asked the Minister
for Education and Science, further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 388 of 9 October 2007, in
accordance with her constitutional and legal obli-
gation under the Constitution of 1937, the reason
for the failure of the State to explain why a per-
son (details supplied) in Dublin 11 has not been
in school for the past 12 months. [27059/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): The Education (Welfare) Act,
2000 established the National Educational Wel-
fare Board (NEWB) as the single national body
with responsibility for school attendance. The Act
provides a comprehensive framework promoting
regular school attendance and tackling the prob-
lems of absenteeism and early school leaving. The
general functions of the Board are to ensure that
each child attends a recognised school or other-
wise receives a certain minimum education.
Enrolment decisions are the responsibility of the
Board of Management of each individual school.
My Department has no role in relation to pro-
cessing applications for enrolment by schools.

In relation to this particular case, the Board
have been requested to provide an update to my
Department on the child’s education status.
When this has been provided, I will be writing
directly to the deputy with the relevant details.

Schools Recognition.

338. Deputy Paul Gogarty asked the Minister
for Education and Science the progress that has
been made towards granting permanent status to
a school (details supplied) in County Donegal; if
she will give due priority to completing this pro-
cess now that it has satisfied the required con-
ditions; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [26864/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): The school referred to by Deputy
opened with provisional recognition from the
Department in September 2006. Newly estab-
lished schools are generally required to undergo
a period of provisional recognition, during which

the operation of the school and the growth of
pupil numbers are monitored.

Site Acquisitions.

339. Deputy Paul Gogarty asked the Minister
for Education and Science when she expects to
reach a decision on the selection of a permanent
site for a school (details supplied) in County
Donegal; if she will treat this matter with urgency;
and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [26865/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): The Property Management
Section of the Office of Public Works (OPW),
which acts on behalf of my Department in
relation to site acquisitions generally, has been
requested to source a site for this school. A
number of sites have been identified and are
being assessed by the OPW. Once a suitable site
has been identified, its acquisition will be con-
sidered in the context of the School Building and
Modernisation Programme.

School Staffing.

340. Deputy Enda Kenny asked the Minister
for Education and Science the extent of the per-
sons on the teaching panel for appointment for
primary schools in County Mayo; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [26870/07]

341. Deputy Enda Kenny asked the Minister
for Education and Science the name and allo-
cation of each primary school in County Mayo in
which a vacancy exists for the appointment of a
permanent teacher; the reason these positions are
not being filled; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [26871/07]

342. Deputy Enda Kenny asked the Minister
for Education and Science if there are difficulties
in regard to the filling of appointments to perma-
nent positions in primary schools in County
Mayo; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [26872/07]

343. Deputy Enda Kenny asked the Minister
for Education and Science her views on whether
the learning environment in primary schools in
County Mayo where teachers have not been
appointed is unduly affected; if she will make
arrangements to have this position rectified; and
if she will make a statement on the matter.
[26873/07]

360. Deputy Enda Kenny asked the Minister
for Education and Science the extent of persons
on the teaching panel for appointment for
primary schools in County Mayo; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [26969/07]
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361. Deputy Enda Kenny asked the Minister
for Education and Science if there are difficulties
in regard to the filling of appointments to perma-
nent positions in primary schools in County
Mayo; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [26970/07]

362. Deputy Enda Kenny asked the Minister
for Education and Science her views on whether
the learning environment in primary schools in
County Mayo where teachers have not been
appointed is unduly effected; if she will make
arrangements to have this position rectified; and
if she will make a statement on the matter.
[26971/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): I propose to take Questions Nos.
340 to 343, inclusive, and Questions Nos. 360 to
362, inclusive, together.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that I am
given to understand that the Tuam Diocesan
Panel is now clear and all schools in the Diocese
are free to fill their permanent vacancies.

Vocational Training Opportunities Scheme.

344. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Mini-
ster for Education and Science if her attention
has been drawn to the difficulties being experi-
enced by students attending VTOS courses with
regard to travel and subsistence allowance; her
views on an appropriate revision of rates; and if
she will make a statement on the matter.
[26879/07]

366. Deputy Brian O’Shea asked the Minister
for Education and Science her proposals to
increase the meal and travel allowance for VTOS
students (details supplied); and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [27010/07]

367. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Mini-
ster for Education and Science if travel and meal
allowances for vocational training opportunities
scheme students attending a centre (details
supplied) in County Louth will be increased in
line with rising costs; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27011/07]

370. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for
Education and Science her plans to review the
meal and travel allowance scheme payable to par-
ticipants on vocational training and opportunities
scheme courses in adult education centres here;
her views on whether the \4 per week subsistence
is inadequate and should be raised to \4 per day
and that the travel allowance payable should be
doubled; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [27039/07]

371. Deputy Niall Blaney asked the Minister
for Education and Science her views on increas-
ing meal and travel allowance for VTOS learners

with meal allowance currently only \4 per week
and travel allowance also being substandard; and
if she will make a statement on the matter.
[27040/07]

373. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister
for Education and Science her plans to increase
the meal and travel allowance for people partici-
pating in VTOS courses; when this allowance was
last increased; her views on increasing the amount
in line with inflation; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27057/07]

398. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Mini-
ster for Education and Science if she has plans to
increase the meal and travel allowances for
VTOS students as the current rates have applied
since January 2002 and are inadequate in view
of rising prices and costs; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [27260/07]

420. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for
Education and Science if she has plans to increase
the meal and travel allowance payments to the
vocational educational opportunity schemes as
the payments are inadequate; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [27543/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Edu-
cation and Science (Deputy Seán Haughey): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 344, 366, 367, 370,
371, 373, 398 and 420 together.

The Vocational Training Opportunities
Scheme (VTOS) is a second chance education
initiative for unemployed persons, who are at
least 21 years of age and in receipt of specified
social welfare payments for at least six months,
which is funded by my Department. It is operated
through the Vocational Education Committees.
The aims of the Scheme are to give unemployed
people education and training opportunities
which will develop and prepare them to go into
paid employment or on to further education
opportunities leading to paid employment.

A training allowance is paid by the VECs to
students who previously drew unemployment
benefit or assistance. The student ceases to
receive an unemployment payment and, instead,
receives a VTOS training allowance at a rate
equivalent to the maximum rate of unemploy-
ment benefit, plus a payment for an adult or child
dependant, if appropriate. VTOS students also
retain their social welfare secondary benefits.

The allowances for VTOS students, for meals
and travel, referred to in the questions are equiv-
alent to these paid to participants on FÁS train-
ing courses. VTOS students may be entitled to a
travel allowance if they reside more than 3 miles
from a centre. These allowances are increased
periodically in line with increases in FÁS rates.
The current rates are in operation since 2002.
There are no plans to increase them in the near
future.
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Special Educational Needs.

345. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Mini-
ster for Education and Science if she will find a
suitable school for a pupil (details supplied) in
Dublin 5 who has been turned down for a place-
ment in a special class and is solely dependent on
home tuition; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [26917/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): As the Deputy may be aware, the
National Council for Special Education (NCSE)
has been operational since 1st January 2005, and
is responsible for processing applications for
special educational needs supports from primary
and post primary schools through its network of
Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs).
The SENO is also a focal point of contact for
parents and schools and their role includes identi-
fying appropriate school placements. All schools
have contact details of the local SENO. It is also
open to the family to contact the SENO to discuss
their child’s special educational needs. Contact
details may be accessed on the NCSE’s website
www.ncse.ie. or by telephoning 046 9486400.

School Services Staff.

346. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Mini-
ster for Education and Science if her attention
has been drawn to the fact that some caretakers
in the primary school system have not obtained
an increase in pay in respect of the benchmarking
award; if her Department has issued guidelines to
schools as to the appropriate rate of increase that
should apply to caretakers under benchmarking;
and if she has made adjustment to the grant pay-
ment given to schools in order that they would
be in a position to meet payments due under the
award. [26918/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): My Department provides funding
towards the cost of secretarial and caretaking
services in primary schools under two separate
schemes. One scheme is the 1978/79 scheme for
the employment of full-time secretaries and care-
takers in primary schools, under which my
Department meets the full cost of salary. This
scheme is being phased out as posts become vac-
ant and no new posts are being created. This
scheme has been superseded by a more extensive
grant scheme now referred to as the Ancillary
Services grant.

The Ancillary Services grant scheme is flexible
in nature, giving Boards of Management discre-
tion as to the manner in which caretaking and
secretarial services are provided. The grants paid
are not directly linked to any objective pay scales.
The level and extent of services provided is a
matter for the school authorities who, through the
discretion afforded by the scheme, apply diverse
arrangements for caretaking and secretarial
services as resources permit. As the secretaries

and caretakers are employees of individual
schools, my Department does not have any role
in determining the pay and conditions under
which they are engaged. These are matters to be
agreed between the staff concerned and the
school authorities.

There have been significant improvements in
the level of funding provided to primary schools
in recent years. Since 1997 the standard rate of
the Ancillary Services grant has increased from
\38.09 per pupil to \145.50 per pupil at present.
The level of capitation grant at primary level has
increased from \57.14 to \163.58 per pupil in the
same period. The amount of grant paid to an indi-
vidual school is determined by the enrolment in
the school. This Government has shown a strong
commitment to improving primary school funding
in recent years and I will continue to prioritise
this area in the context of available resources.

Educational Disadvantage.

347. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister
for Education and Science if there is a scheme of
financial assistance available to low income
parents and one parent families who have chil-
dren attending secondary schools; if her Depart-
ment allocates funds to the said school to operate
such a scheme; and if not, the assistance that will
be given to low income parents, who have to pur-
chase expensive books, in order to enable their
children to complete their education at leaving
certificate level. [26919/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): A grant scheme for schoolbooks
for needy pupils in post-primary schools has
operated since the introduction of the scheme for
the provision of free post-primary education in
the 1967/68 school year. The purpose of the
scheme is to provide aid towards the cost of
schoolbooks. A needy pupil, for the purpose of
the scheme, is defined as a pupil from a family in
which genuine hardship exists. Schools are noti-
fied of the scheme each year by Circular Letter.
The scheme is administered by school principals.
Principals have discretion in the selection of
pupils to be assisted and the level of assistance in
each case, subject to the annual financial allo-
cation and the terms of the scheme.

The 2007 allocation is \7.941million. 128,000
pupils are being assisted under the scheme in the
2007/08 academic year. Of this, some \0.9m
issued to support seed capital and book
loan/rental schemes. Schools designated as dis-
advantaged received a higher rate of grant per
needy pupil. In addition to this, as part of the
DEIS (Delivering Equality of Opportunity in
Schools) programme, some \4.7m was issued in
additional non pay supports to second level DEIS
schools. The funds can be used flexibly by schools
as part of their action plans to address the edu-
cational needs of pupils at risk, working in collab-
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oration with parents and local community
agencies.

Psychological Service.

348. Deputy Brian Hayes asked the Minister
for Education and Science the number of psy-
chologists that are currently employed by
National Educational Psychological Service on a
full-time basis; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [26931/07]

350. Deputy Brian Hayes asked the Minister
for Education and Science the number of psy-
chologists who were employed in April 2007; the
number employed in September 2007; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [26933/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): I propose to take Questions Nos.
348 and 350 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, all primary and
post primary schools have access to psychological
assessments either directly through the National
Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) or
through the Scheme for Commissioning Psycho-
logical Assessments (SCPA), full details of which
are available on my Department’s website.
Schools that do not currently have NEPS psychol-
ogists assigned to them, such as the school to
which the Deputy refers in the question, may
avail of the SCPA and have an assessment carried
out by a member of the panel of private psychol-
ogists approved by NEPS, and NEPS will pay the
psychologist the fees for this assessment directly.

Since NEPS was established, we have more
than trebled the number of psychologists in the
service. We are committed to increasing its staff-
ing further, so that by 2009 there will be 200
NEPS psychologists. The number of psychologists
employed by NEPS in April was 128. Approval
was given earlier this year to increase the number
of NEPS psychologists to 158 in 2007. However,
the recruitment process has taken longer than
expected. By September this year, there were 131
psychologists in NEPS. This has since increased
to 135. My Department has also agreed start
dates for a further 3 psychologists, two of which
are due to start with NEPS in December 2007 and
one in January 2008. The recruitment process is
ongoing with a view to filling the remaining
vacancies as soon as possible.

349. Deputy Brian Hayes asked the Minister
for Education and Science the number of psy-
chologists who have been sub-contracted to cover
areas that are not serviced by full-time National
Educational Psychological Service psychologists
here; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [26932/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): The Deputy will be aware that all
primary and post primary schools have access to

psychological assessments either directly through
the National Educational Psychological Service
(NEPS) or through the Scheme for Com-
missioning Psychological Assessments (SCPA).
Schools that do not currently have NEPS psychol-
ogists assigned to them may avail of the SCPA
and have an assessment carried out by a member
of the panel of private psychologists approved
and paid for by NEPS. According to my Depart-
ment’s records some 150 psychologists were
engaged by schools under the SCPA in the
2006/07 academic year.

Question No. 350 answered with Question
No. 348.

School Textbooks.

351. Deputy Brian Hayes asked the Minister
for Education and Science the policy of her
Department in respect of schools requesting
students to purchase new textbooks where the
book in question may be only two or three years
old; if her attention has been drawn to the con-
siderable financial hardship this places on parents
in terms of constantly changing textbooks; and if
she will make a statement on the matter.
[26934/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): Apart from a small number of
prescribed texts at second-level, mainly in the
case of language subjects, decisions on which text-
books to use in first and second-level schools are
taken at school level. Syllabus planners are con-
scious of the need to avoid over-frequent changes
to textbooks, primarily in order to minimise
increases in the cost burden for parents.
However, textbooks have to be changed period-
ically to enable teachers to keep their students’
work educationally stimulating and to ensure that
content and methodology are kept up to date.
School authorities have been advised that books
should be changed only to the extent that is abso-
lutely necessary.

My Department operates a grant scheme
towards the cost of providing school textbooks
for pupils from low-income families in schools at
first and second-level. Schools are notified of the
scheme each year by circular letter. Principal
teachers administer the book grant schemes in
schools in a flexible way under the terms of the
schemes based on their knowledge of particular
circumstances in individual cases. My Depart-
ment will provide funding amounting to some
\13.8m under the schemes in 2007.

Special Educational Needs.

352. Deputy Brian Hayes asked the Minister
for Education and Science the number of children
who have no school place who obtain home tui-
tion support from her Department while
attempting to find a school place; the number of
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children who have obtained this support in each
year over the past five years; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [26942/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): The Deputy is aware that the
home tuition scheme which provides funding to
parents to provide education at home for children
who, for a number of reasons such as chronic ill-
ness, are unable to attend school was extended in
recent years to facilitate tuition for children
awaiting a suitable educational placement and
also to provide early educational intervention for
pre-school children with autism.

The Deputy will also be aware that the
National Council for Special Education is respon-
sible, through its network of local Special Edu-
cational Needs Organisers, for the establishment
of special classes for autism and for allocating
resource teachers and special needs assistants to
schools to support children with special needs.
All schools have the names and contact details of
their local SENO. Parents may also contact their
local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special
educational needs, using the contact details avail-
able on www.ncse.ie.

The information requested by the Deputy is
not readily available in my Department for the
period in question in the requested format.
However, for the past two years, home tuition
information has been maintained electronically
and I have requested my Officials to send the rel-
evant information to the Deputy directly.

Higher Education Grants.

353. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Mini-
ster for Education and Science if further financial
assistance will be offered to a person (details
supplied) living in County Louth; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [26944/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): In addition to the Maintenance
Grant Schemes, funding is also available to
students from the Millennium Partnership Fund.
The Fund supports retention and participation
among under-represented groups of students in
further and higher education and is available to
students in area partnerships and community
groups which participate in the Local Develop-
ment Social Inclusion Programme (LDSIP).
Application for Millennium funding is made
annually by organisations through Pobal
(formally Area Development Management).

The student referred to by the Deputy may
contact his Local Area Partnership Company
which in his case is Drogheda Partnership Com-
pany, Workspace Centre, Mayoralty Street,
Drogheda, Co. Louth telephone No. (041)
9842088 for further information and assistance.

Site Acquisitions.

354. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister
for Education and Science if her Department has
acquired a site for one to two primary schools for
Tyrrellstown, Dublin 15; the size of the site and
its location; the size of a school or schools the site
is to host; the cost of the site; the person from
whom the property is being acquired; and when
construction of the new schools will com-
mence.. [26945/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): Acquisition of a site for primary
school provision in Tyrrellstown is advancing
well. The site is such that it should provide
accommodation for up to two 24 classroom
schools, each of which would have a 3 stream jun-
ior infant intake. This equates to a pupil intake
of 162 junior infants per year. The Department
will be discussing the configuration and size of
the schools with the two patron bodies con-
cerned, Educate Together and the Catholic Arch-
bishop of Dublin. Due to commercial sensitivities
of site acquisitions it would not be appropriate
for me to identify the vendor or the site cost at
this time.

355. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister
for Education and Science the position in respect
of the proposed Educate Together, Dublin 15
primary school for the Carpenterstown and Lut-
trellstown area of Dublin 15; the location of the
site for this school; the size of same; if it has been
acquired and legal title passed; the role of Fingal
County Council in the matter; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [26946/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): The New School Advisory Com-
mittee (NSAC) has received formal notification
from Educate Together of an intention to apply
for the recognition of a new primary school for
September, 2008 in the location referred to by
the Deputy.

The NSAC is an independent advisory group
established to process applications for the recog-
nition of new primary schools and to make
recommendations to the Minister for Education
and Science. It is expected that the NSAC will
produce its report early in 2008.

In the meantime, the Department has prior-
itised a site acquisition in the area under the
Fingal School Model Agreement process and this
matter is on-going.

Schools Funding.

356. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Mini-
ster for Education and Science her plans to
address the discrepancy in the level of funding
provided to voluntary second level schools and
those in the community and comprehensive sec-
tor; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [26952/07]
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Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): The funding arrangements made
by my Department for second level schools
reflect the sectoral division of our second level
system. At the core of all arrangements is a
reliance upon capitation as the principle determi-
nant of funding.

My Department provides funding to secondary
schools by way of per capita grants, which affords
schools considerable flexibility in the use of these
resources to cater for the needs of their pupils.

There have been significant improvements in
recent years in the level of funding for voluntary
secondary schools. With effect from January
2007, the standard per capita grant was increased
by \18 per pupil and now amounts to \316 per
pupil. In addition, voluntary secondary schools
have benefited by the increase of \30 per pupil in
2007 in the support services grant bringing that
grant to \189 per pupil.

The cumulative increase of \48 per pupil in a
voluntary secondary school brings the aggregate
grant to over \500 per pupil. These grants are in
addition to the per capita funding of up to
\40,000 per school that is also provided by my
Department to secondary schools towards sec-
retarial and caretaking services. For example in
the case of a secondary school with 500 pupils,
this brings annual grants towards general
expenses and support service to over \290,000.
This represents an increase of 83% since 2000.

Budget allocations for schools in the Com-
munity and Comprehensive school sector along
with those in the VEC sector are increased on a
pro rata basis with increases in the per capita
grant. All schools are eligible for recurrent per
capita grants towards special classes and curricu-
lar support grants.

These significant increases in the funding of
post primary schools are a clear demonstration of
my commitment to prioritise available resources
to address the needs of schools. My Department
will be considering, in line with the Programme
for Government commitment, how best to com-
plete the process of equalisation of funding at
second level.

School Transport.

357. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister
for Education and Science if, further to
Parliamentary Question No. 458 of 23 October
2007 she will re-consider the circumstances out-
lined in the details provided. [26960/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Edu-
cation and Science (Deputy Seán Haughey): Bus
Éireann operates school transport services on
behalf of my Department. Where it is not pos-
sible to provide a reasonable level of service to
meet the educational needs of a pupil, my
Department may consider an application for a
grant towards the cost of organising private trans-
port. My Department is satisfied, in this instance,

that a reasonable level of service was provided
for the pupil referred to by the Deputy in the
details supplied and, therefore, the question of a
grant payment does not arise.

The Deputy will appreciate that it is a matter
for Bus Éireann to plan school bus routes and co-
ordinate services in an efficient and cost-effec-
tive manner.

Schools Refurbishment.

358. Deputy Jimmy Deenihan asked the Mini-
ster for Education and Science if she will make a
repairs grant available to a school (details
supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [26961/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): I presume the Deputy is referring
to the school’s application for funding under the
Summer Works Scheme 2008.

The closing date for the Summer Works
Scheme 2008 was 28 September 2007. Decisions
on the Scheme will be made later in the year.

Schools Building Projects.

359. Deputy Enda Kenny asked the Minister
for Education and Science when the tender for a
school (details supplied) in County Mayo will be
released; the time-scale involved; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [26968/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): The tender documentation for
the project referred to by the Deputy is almost
complete.

Progression of all projects to tender and con-
struction will be considered in the context of my
Department’s Multi-Annual School Building and
Modernisation Programme.

Questions Nos. 360 to 362, inclusive, answered
with Question No. 340.

Higher Education Grants.

363. Deputy Olwyn Enright asked the Minister
for Education and Science if her Department is
processing higher education grant applications for
students granted temporary residency in Ireland
and who are attending college here; the details of
the application process; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [26975/07]

364. Deputy Olwyn Enright asked the Minister
for Education and Science if an application for a
higher education grant has been received by her
Department fromΛa person (details supplied) in
County Offaly; the status of the application; and
if she will make a statement on the matter.
[26976/07]
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Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): I propose to take Questions Nos.
363 and 364 together.

My Department funds three maintenance grant
schemes for third level students which are admin-
istered by the Local Authorities and the
Vocational Education Committees. These are the
Higher Education Grants Scheme, the Vocational
Education committees’ Scholarship Scheme, the
Third Level Maintenance Grants Scheme for
Trainees and the Maintenance Grants Scheme for
Students attending Post Leaving Certificate
Courses.

The Higher Education Grants Scheme is
administered by the Local Authorities. The other
three schemes are administered by the
Vocational Education Committees.

Under the terms of the maintenance grants
schemes grant assistance is awarded to students
who meet the prescribed conditions of funding
including those which relate to age, residence,
means, nationality and previous academic
attainment.

The nationality requirement as set out in the
2007 Grant Schemes states:Candidates must:—

• hold E.U. Nationality; or

• have Official Refugee Status; or — have
been granted Humanitarian Leave to
Remain in the State (prior to the Immi-
gration Act 1999); or

• be a person in respect of whom the Mini-
ster for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
has granted permission to remain following
a determination not to make a deportation
order under section 3 of the Immigration
Act 1999; or

• have permission to remain in the State by
virtue of marriage to an Irish national
residing in the State, or be the child of such
person, not having EU nationality; or

• have permission to remain in the State by
virtue of marriage to a national of another
EU Member State who is residing in the
State and who is or has been employed, or
self-employed, in the State, or be the child
of such a person, not having EU national-
ity; or

• be nationals of a member country of the
European Economic Area (EEA) or
Switzerland.

Students must meet the nationality requirement
at the time of entry or re-entry to an approved
course. However the Grants Schemes contain a
‘change in circumstances’ clause which provides
that a candidate’s eligibility may be assessed or
re-assessed in the event of a change in circum-
stances in relation to, inter alia, reckonable
income, the number of dependant children, nor-
mal residence and nationality, where the candi-

date becomes an Irish national or the national of
another EU member State.

The ‘change in circumstances’ provision allows
candidates who acquire nationality through the
naturalisation process, during the course of their
studies, to apply to be assessed or re-assessed for
grant assistance with effect from the academic
term when the change occurs.

The decision on eligibility for third level or
further education grants is a matter for the rel-
evant local authority or VEC. These bodies do
not refer individual applications to my Depart-
ment except, in exceptional cases, where for
example, advice or instruction regarding a part-
icular clause in the relevant scheme is desired.

If an individual applicant considers that she/he
has been unjustly refused the special rate of main-
tenance grant, she/he may appeal, in the first
instance, to the relevant local authority or VEC.

Where an individual applicant has had an
appeal turned down in writing by the relevant
local authority or VEC, and remains of the view
that the body has not interpreted the conditions
correctly in his/her case, a letter outlining the
position may be sent to my Department. Alterna-
tively, as already indicated, the local authority or
VEC may, itself, in exceptional circumstances,
seek clarification on issues from my Department.

School Closures.

365. Deputy Róisı́n Shortall asked the Minister
for Education and Science the situation in
relation to the closure of a school (details
supplied) in Dublin 8; the reason parents were
not notified of the closure without prior consul-
tation and without alternative arrangements
being made; and the provisions she is making for
the education of these children. [26977/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): The school referred to by the
Deputy is a four teacher school with approxi-
mately 16 pupils. There are three teaching vacan-
cies out of a total teaching complement of four
teaching posts at the school. Due to this excep-
tional number of vacancies, the school was unable
to re-open in September 2007. I am informed that
the Board of Management is actively engaged in
a recruitment process to fill these vacancies and
that every effort is being made to expedite the
process with a view to re-opening the school as
soon as possible.

In the interim, arrangements have been made
to accommodate some children in other schools.
Where this has not been possible, my Department
has offered a home tuition grant to the remain-
ing families.

It is my understanding that the school manage-
ment has been in contact with the pupils’ families.

Questions Nos. 366 and 367 answered with
Question No. 344.
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Schools Refurbishment.

368. Deputy Noel J. Coonan asked the Minister
for Education and Science if an application has
been received for a school (details supplied) in
County Tipperary for capital grant aid under the
summer works scheme 2008; when she expects
the application to be processed; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [27018/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): The school referred to by the
Deputy has applied for funding for works under
the Summer Works Scheme 2008.

Decisions on the scheme will be made later in
the year.

369. Deputy Noel J. Coonan asked the Minister
for Education and Science the applications
received from County Tipperary schools for capi-
tal grant aid under the summer works scheme
2008; when she expects the applications to be pro-
cessed; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [27019/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): The information requested by the
Deputy is not readily available however a
decision on the Summer Works Scheme will be
made later in the year.

Questions Nos. 370 and 371 answered with
Question No. 344.

School Transport.

372. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for
Education and Science her views on paying
holiday money to escorts for special needs
students on education transport vehicles during
the holiday period as the present practice of lay-
ing these people off during that period is
unacceptable. [27056/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Edu-
cation and Science (Deputy Seán Haughey):
Escorts are employed by Boards of Management
of schools.

My Department allocates funding to relevant
schools for the employment of escorts specifically
engaged to cater for children with special edu-
cational needs whose care requirements are such
as to necessitate continuous support. The funding
provided by my Department includes an
additional 8% for holiday pay.

Question No. 373 answered with Question
No. 344.

Special Educational Needs.

374. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister
for Education and Science when a decision will
be made for extra resource teaching hours under
the new home based July provision 2007 scheme

which was applied for at end of July 2007 by a
person (details supplied) in County Kerry.
[27062/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): I can inform the Deputy that a
decision on this matter has been communicated
to the family concerned.

375. Deputy Ruairı́ Quinn asked the Minister
for Education and Science if she has received an
application from the National Braille Production
Centre for extra funding and staff in order to
provide full braille books to blind children; if she
will make a decision before the end of December
2007; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [27068/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): My officials intend meeting with
the National Braille Production Centre in the
coming weeks and it is expected that the annual
funding paid to the Centre will be one of the
items for discussion.

Teachers’ Remuneration.

376. Deputy Edward O’Keeffe asked the Mini-
ster for Education and Science the reason a per-
son (details supplied) in County Cork is not being
paid. [27098/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): Since 28 March 2006, a fully
qualified teacher in either the primary or post
primary sector must be registered with the Teach-
ing Council, the independent statutory body,
which regulates the teaching profession.

For registration to take place, an individual
must satisfy certain criteria, including criteria
relating to academic qualifications. I understand
that a registration application has been made to
the Teaching Council in respect of the individual
referred to by the Deputy. Any queries in con-
nection with the application should be made
directly to the Teaching Council by the individual
concerned. I do not have any role in the matter
of teacher registration.

School Curriculum.

377. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister
for Education and Science if she consulted with
the NCCA in respect of her Department’s circu-
lar 0044/2007; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [27099/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): The revised primary curriculum
was launched in 1999 after extensive consultation
with the partners in education.

Page 27 in the Introduction to the Curriculum
states “It is a particular feature of Irish primary
education that children, from the beginning of
schooling, have experience of language learning
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in two languages.” It also sets out a suggested
minimum weekly time framework for tuition.
This provides that where a first language is being
taught, there should be four hours instruction per
week, and 3 hours per week where there is a
shorter day for the infant classes. Where a second
language is being taught, the suggested minimum
timeframe is 3.5 hours per week, and 2.5 hours
per week for infant classes with a shorter day.

Some time ago my Department sought the
advice of the National Council for Curriculum
and Assessment on issues relating to emergent lit-
eracy in Irish medium schools. The NCCA pro-
duced a series of reports on the matter, including
a consultation paper, a literature review of
research, and a report on the consultation pro-
cess. The Council presented its final advice in
February 2007.

Having considered the advice in full, I have
determined as a public policy issue that the posi-
tion as set out in the curriculum, and in previous
Parliamentary Questions, should remain
unchanged i.e that the minimum recommended
timeframe set out for a second language in the
curriculum should be adhered to. Accordingly,
Circular 0044/2007 requires that Irish medium
schools should provide for a minimum provision
in English of 3.30 hours per week, or 2.5 hours
per week where there is a shorter day for infant
classes, no later than the start of the second term
in Junior infants.

I met the National Parents Council and a range
of Irish language organisations to discuss the
matter, and my officials met the Chief Executive
of the National Council for Curriculum and
Assessment. In addition, the Council was notified
formally of my decision in the matter prior to the
issue of the Circular.

Maintenance Grants.

378. Deputy Pat Rabbitte asked the Minister
for Education and Science the status of an appeal
for the continued special maintenance grant for a
person (details supplied) in Dublin 24; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [27106/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): I wish to advise that while rep-
resentations were received in my Department in
respect of the candidate referred to by the
Deputy a completed Appeal Form has not been
submitted.

The Appeal Form is available from the candi-
date’s assessing authority and should be sent to
the Higher Education: Equity of Access section
of my Department, by the candidate, together
with the documentation highlighted on the
Appeal Form.

Languages Programme.

379. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the

Minister for Education and Science the position
regarding the consultants’ review of English lang-
uage provision for mature learners; if a budget
has been developed for the provision of language
and introductory programmes in 2008; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [26631/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): My Department gives an annual
grant to all Vocational Education Committees for
the provision of Adult Literacy and Community
Education. The cost of the literacy service deliv-
ered by the VECs in 2006 was over \20 million.
To cater for the needs of adult migrants, there is
a facility, within the adult literacy service, for
those who wish to improve their English to par-
ticipate in English for Speakers of Other Langu-
ages (ESOL) courses. In 2005, there were 10,000
places availed of for ESOL courses and this rose
to 12,000 in 2006. This latter figure constitutes
30% of the adult literacy places within the adult
literacy service.

My Department, in conjunction with the Office
for Integration, has commissioned an indepen-
dent review to assist in the development of a
national English language training policy and
framework for legally-resident adult immigrants
based on extensive stakeholder consultation. This
is due for completion in early 2008.

The question of creating a dedicated fund for
the teaching of English to adult migrants will be
considered in the context of the outcome of the
review.

School Curriculum.

380. Deputy Brian Hayes asked the Minister
for Education and Science the status of a pupil
(details supplied) in a Dublin 7 regarding their
exemption for speaking Irish. [27167/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): The post-primary curriculum for
the study of Irish has the capacity to cater for a
wide diversity of ability. Nevertheless, provision
exists for exemption from the study of Irish in
limited special circumstances.

The guidelines in relation to an exemption
from the study of Irish at post-primary level are
set out in Rule 46 of the Rules and Programme
for Secondary Schools and in Circular M10/94.
Under the terms of this Rule, Principals of post-
primary schools have delegated authority to grant
exemptions provided that the student meets the
criteria as set down.

The criteria provide that exemptions may be
granted by school authorities for (a) students
whose primary education up to 11 years of age
was received in Northern Ireland or outside
Ireland (b) students who were previously
enrolled as recognised students in a primary
school or post-primary school who are being re-
enrolled after a period spent abroad, provided
that at least 3 years have elapsed since the pre-
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vious enrolment in the State and the student is at
least 11 years of age on re-enrolment and (c) cer-
tain categories of students with special edu-
cational needs as set out in Circular M10/94 or
(d) students from abroad, who have no under-
standing of English, when enrolled.

My Department has no record of an exemption
from the study of Irish being granted by the
school in respect of the pupil referred to by the
Deputy. An application for an exemption would
have to be made to the school authorities.

Schools Building Projects.

381. Deputy James McDaid asked the Minister
for Education and Science the position regarding
a school (details supplied) in County Donegal.
[27173/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): The building project for the
School referred to by the Deputy is at an early
stage of architectural planning.

The School authorities have recently been
requested to submit an addendum to the original
stage 2 report (developed sketch scheme). When
this information is received in my Department it
will be evaluated by my Department’s technical
team.

Progression of all projects will be considered
in the context of my Department’s multi-annual
School Building and Modernisation programme.

382. Deputy James McDaid asked the Minister
for Education and Science the position regarding
a school (details supplied) in County Donegal.
[27174/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): The process of appointing a
design team to the school building project
referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage.
Progression of all projects will be considered in
the context of my Department’s Multi-Annual
School Building and Modernisation Programme.

383. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister
for Education and Science the situation regarding
a proposed new school (details supplied) in
County Cork. [27183/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): The Property Management
Section of the Office of Public Works (OPW)
which acts on behalf of the Department in
relation to site acquisitions generally, was
requested to source a site for the school in ques-
tion. The requirement for a site has been adver-
tised on a number of occasions, most recently in
September 2007. On foot of the most recent
advertisement, proposals are currently under con-
sideration and a technical assessment on these
proposals will be forwarded to the Department
in due course. Agreement to enter a contract for

purchase of this site will be considered in the con-
text of the Department’s 2008 budget for acquis-
ition of sites, which has yet to be finalised.

Schools Recognition.

384. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Education and Science the number of recog-
nised primary schools in each county; the number
of these in which she owns the school site; and if
she will make a statement on the matter.
[27187/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): There are over 3,200 primary
schools in the country. The vast majority are pri-
vately owned and managed. Details in relation to
those schools and sites in Ministerial ownership
are being compiled and will issue to the Deputy
separately.

School Staffing.

385. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Education and Science her views on whether
a third post primary school will be needed by
2014/2015 in addition to a planned second post
primary school in view of the fact that there are
currently 22 junior infant and 19 senior infant
classes attending the feeder primary schools for a
school (details supplied) in Dublin 15; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [27188/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): I am pleased to inform the
Deputy that the Department is advancing plans
to provide four new post primary schools for the
Dublin 15 area. Each of these schools will cater
for up to 1,000 pupils.

As the Deputy will be aware, I have already,
given the go-ahead for the delivery of one of
these schools in Phibblestown. A site reservation
has been made in the Tyrrelstown area of Dublin
15 for the second while the third will be delivered
under the Hansfield Strategic Development Zone
process. Discussions are on-going with Fingal
County Council for the acquisition of a site for
the fourth school which will be in Castleknock.

It is expected that the plans outlined will meet
the post primary needs of the Dublin 15 area into
the future. The situation will, nonetheless, con-
tinue to be kept under review by the Department.

Site Acquisitions.

386. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Education and Science the advice her Depart-
ment gave Fingal County Council with respect to
the need to reserve a site for a post primary
school when her Department was consulted on
the Phoenix Park Racecourse Area Action Plan
in 2001; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [27189/07]
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Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): In 2001, the Department advised
Fingal County Council that a reservation for a
post primary school site was not required in the
proposed Phoenix Park development.

This advice was based on information available
at the time, including the extent of the proposed
housing developments and the extent of existing
educational provision. Taken into consideration
also was the fact that, due to the greater mobility
of post primary students, additional demand for
post primary places could be met by schools in
the wider area.

As they Deputy will be aware, due to on-going
developments, there are plans to provide four
new post primary school in Dublin 15. The areas
concerned are Phibblestown, Hansfield (Strategic
Development Zone), Tyrrelstown and
Castleknock.

Teachers’ Remuneration.

387. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Education and Science her policy in relation
to the payment of teachers’ salaries in fee paying
post primary schools; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27190/07]

388. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Education and Science if she will continue to
pay the salaries of teachers taken on by fee pay-
ing post primary schools where these teachers
have been taken on due to expansion in school
numbers by the school; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [27191/07]

389. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Education and Science if she will pay the sal-
aries of teachers in a fee paying post primary
school if they open a school on a second campus
but continue to be constituted as a single school
with the same board and principal; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [27192/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): I propose to take Questions Nos.
387 to 389, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy is aware, I informed the house
on 2 October 2007 that, while continuing to give
reasonable support to existing fee charging
schools, I do not intend to provide state funding
for any new fee charging schools.

The Deputy will appreciate that enrolments
can vary in any school over a given period of
time, and my Department will take account of
such a variation when determining the appro-
priate teaching allocation to a school. My Depart-
ment has no applications for funding from fee-
charging schools proposing to open a second
campus.

School Management.

390. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister

for Education and Science further to Parliamen-
tary Question Nos. 433 and 444 of 23 October
2007, if the new model of national community
school will be under the patronage of the VEC;
and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [27193/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): I indicated in announcing the
pilot model of patronage earlier this year that it
was intended that the proposed new model of a
national community school would be under the
patronage of the VEC. This remains my
intention.

Schools Building Projects.

391. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Education and Science if, with reference to
her press statement of 17 February, 2007
announcing her plans to establish a school
(details supplied), she will release a new state-
ment confirming that she no longer intends to
establish the new pilot school in Diswellstown;
and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [27194/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): In February of this year I
announced my intention to proceed with a pilot
project involving a new additional model of
primary school patronage in Diswellstown, Co.
Dublin. While the exact location of the new
school in Diswellstown has yet to be finalised,
there are two potential sites being considered and
my Department has asked Fingal County Council
to expedite this process as a matter of urgency.

392. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Education and Science if, with reference to
her press statement of 17 February 2007 announc-
ing her plans to establish a school (details
supplied), it is her position that no other VEC
primary schools will be recognised until the initial
pilot school is evaluated. [27195/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): Pending the completion of the
consultation process and the evaluation of the
pilot community primary school project, I
decided as a matter of policy that no vocational
education committee (with the exception of the
aforementioned pilot community primary school
project) should act as a patron in respect of a
primary school or otherwise, establish or main-
tain a primary school until further notice. I there-
fore directed all Vocational Education Commit-
tees not to establish or maintain a primary school
and not to seek recognition of a primary school
or recognition as a Patron until further notice or
direction.

Model Schools.

393. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
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for Education and Science the five Catholic and
four Church of Ireland primary schools in which
she is the patron; her role as a patron of these
schools; the way the Church is involved in the
school; the way this differs from Church schools
in which she is not the patron; if the catchment
areas match parish boundaries or are otherwise
determined; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [27196/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): I assume the Deputy is referring
to the schools known as the Model schools. The
model schools are:

1. Dunmanway Model School, Co. Cork

2. Monaghan Model School, Co. Monaghan

3. Limerick Model School, Limerick

4. Bailieboro Model School, Co. Cavan

5. Scoil Fhursa, Co. na Gaillimhe

6. Athy Model School, Co. Kildare

7. Central Model School (Senior), Dublin

8. Central Model School (Junior), Dublin

9. Scoil Chaoimhin, Dublin

The model schools have their origin in the set of
instructions drawn up by Chief Secretary Stanley
in 1831 that empowered the Commissioners for
National Education (National Education Board)
to , inter alia , establish a model school for the
training of teachers. Only one model school was
first contemplated, a central model school in
Dublin. From 1845 onwards local model schools
were established managed by local inspectors.
The Royal Commission on Education 1868-1870
found that model schools were an unduly expens-
ive method of training teachers, and their use for
this purpose ceased from about 1883 onwards, the
schools continuing to function as ordinary
schools.

The Board was brought to an end in 1922,
when its functions were taken over by the Mini-
ster for Education and the Department of Edu-
cation was set up under the Ministers and Sec-
retaries Act of 1924. The model schools
continued to be managed by inspectors and
funded by the Department.

The Education Act 1998 placed the patronage
of schools on a statutory basis. The Minister as
owner of the model schools became the Patron in
accordance with the terms of the Act.

As Patron the Minister, in respect of these
schools, has the same powers under the legis-
lation as any other school patron. For example
the Minister appoints the Board of Management
of the model schools while in the case of schools
under the patronage of the Catholic or Protestant
church it is the Bishop that appoints the Board.

Model Schools are recognised primary schools
which are maintained from State funds and are
ordinary primary schools offering the national

curriculum. The relevant section of my Depart-
ment approves the appointment of teachers on
my behalf.

It is the Minister’s historic role in relation to
the school and her current role as Patron under
the Education Act 1998 that distinguishes these
schools from those under the patronage of
catholic or protestant bishops.

The schools operate as Catholic or Protestant
schools in accordance with the historic traditions
that go back to their foundation and the com-
munity to be served at the time they were
established.

Ministerial Staff.

394. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Education and Science the number of staff in
her constituency office; the number of these who
are civil servants; the number who are not; the
cost to the Exchequer of the salaries and
expenses in a full year for the civil servants and
non-civil service staff; if she will provide the
information in tabular form; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [27205/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): There are currently 5.5 staff
working in my constituency office, 2 of whom are
non Civil Servants. The grades of these officers
are as follows:

1 Higher Executive Officer,

1 Staff Officer (working on a half time basis),

2 Clerical Officers,

1 Personal Assistant (Higher Executive
Officer level — non Civil Servant) and

1 Personal Secretary (non Civil Servant).

The amount paid in respect of salary for these
officers is in accordance with the Department of
Finance Salary Scales for the relevant grades.
Travel and subsistence expenses are paid in
accordance with the relevant Dpeartment of Fin-
ance Circular. The full year cost to the Exchequer
in 2007 will be in the region of \220,000.

395. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Education and Science the number of staff in
her private office; the number of these who are
civil servants; the number who are not; the cost
to the Exchequer of the salaries and expenses in
a full year for the civil servants and non-civil
service staff; if she will provide the information
in tabular form; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [27220/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): There are currently 7 staff work-
ing in my office, one of whom is not a civil ser-
vant. These officers are as follows:

1 Special Advisor (at Principal Officer level
— non Civil Servant),
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1 Higher Executive Officer (Private
Secretary),

2 Executive Officers and

3 Clerical Officers.

The amount paid in respect of salary for these
officers is in accordance with the Department of
Finance Salary Scales for the relevant grades.
Travel and subsistence expenses are paid in
accordance with the relevant Dpeartment of Fin-
ance Circular. The full year cost to the Exchequer
in 2007 will be in the region of \364,000 for the
above staff.

396. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Education and Science the number, for each
Minister of State assigned to her Department, of
staff in their constituency office; the number of
these who are civil servants; the number who are
not; the cost to the Exchequer of the salaries and
expenses in a full year for the civil servants and
non civil service staff; if she will provide the infor-
mation in tabular form; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [27235/07]

397. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Education and Science the number, for each
Minister of State assigned to her Department, of
staff in their private office; the number of these
who are civil servants; the number who are not;
the cost to the Exchequer of the salaries and
expenses in a full year for the civil servants and
non civil service staff; if she will provide the infor-
mation in tabular form; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [27250/07]

403. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Mini-
ster for Education and Science the number and
grades of staff employed in Minister for State
with special responsibility for Lifelong Learning,
Youth Work and School Transport’s Office; and
the annual cost of those staff. [27282/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): I propose to take Questions Nos.
396, 397 and 403 together.

There are currently 4 staff working the private
office of the Minister of State with responsibility
for life long learning, youth work and school
transports, all of whom are Civil Servants. The
grades of these officers are as follows:

1 Higher Executive Officer (Private
Secretary),

1 Executive Officer and

2 Clerical Officers.

There are currently 6 staff working in the con-
stituency office of the Minister of State with
responsibility for life long learning, youth work
and school transports, 2 of whom are non civil

servants. The grades of these officers are as
follows:

1 Personal Assistant (Higher Executive
Officer level — non Civil Servant),

1 Staff Officer (working on a 0.8 wholetime
equivalent basis),

1 Personal Secretary (Clerical Officer level
— non Civil Servant) and

3 Clerical Officers.

The amount paid in respect of salary for these
officers is in accordance with the Department of
Finance Salary Scales for the relevant grades.
Travel and subsistence expenses are paid in
accordance with the relevant Department of Fin-
ance Circular. The full year cost to the Exchequer
in 2007 will be in the region of \385,000.

Question No. 398 answered with Question
No. 344.

Departmental Staff.

399. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Mini-
ster for Education and Science the performance
objectives set out in respect of posts in which
bonuses in her Department are paid; the way the
performance is measured; and the way the per-
formance related to the targets set. [27263/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): Guidelines on the scheme of per-
formance-related awards for posts at Assistant
Secretary level are set out in the Appendix to the
Report of the Committee for Performance
Awards (CPA) which can be accessed on the
website of the Department of Finance at the fol-
lowing link: http://www.finance.gov.ie/documents/
publications/ reports/CPArep2006.pdf

The CPA comprises a Secretary General in the
Department of Finance, the Secretary General to
the Taoiseach and three other members who are
not civil servants. Its role is to ensure that there
is adherence to overall guidelines, that objectives
are clear and that there is consistency across
departments in the approach adopted.

The objectives agreed between Secretaries
General and Assistant Secretaries must be sub-
mitted to the CPA and may be questioned by the
CPA. At the end of each review period, the
recommendations by Secretaries General on the
payment of awards must be approved by the
CPA. The report of the CPA does not set out
detail of the performance objectives agreed.

The performance objectives under this scheme
are agreed for each of a small group of individ-
uals who are identified with specific functional
areas of work. Inevitably the agreed objectives
for any one of these individuals will include
objectives relating to his/her functional area of
work, allowing each individual to be identified
with specific objectives. The detail requested by
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the Deputy cannot be provided, without provid-
ing personal information.

Ministerial Staff.

400. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the
Minister for Education and Science the number
and grades of staff employed in Minister for State
with special responsibility for Children’s Office;
and the annual cost of those staff. [27271/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): To date, my Department has
made no staff assignments to the Office of the
Minister of State with special responsibility for
Children. Staff in relevant sections in my Depart-
ment liaise as appropriate with the aforemen-
tioned Office of the Minister for State.

401. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Mini-
ster for Education and Science the number and
grades of staff employed in Minister for State
with special responsibility for Innovation Policy’s
Office; and the annual cost of those staff.
[27276/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): To date, my Department has
made no assignment of staff to the Office of the
Minister of State with responsibility for inno-
vation policy. Staff in relevant sections in my
Department liaise as appropriate with the afore-
mentioned Office of the Minister for State.

402. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the
Minister for Education and Science the number
and grades of staff employed in Minister for State
with special responsibility for Integration Policy’s
Office; and the annual cost of those staff.
[27280/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): To date, my Department has
made no assignment of staff to the Office of the
Minister for State with responsibility for inte-
gration policy. Staff in relevant sections in my
Department liaise as appropriate with the afore-
mentioned Office of the Minister for State.

Question No. 403 answered with Question
No. 396.

404. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the
Minister for Education and Science the number
and grades of staff employed in Minister for State
with responsibility for Disability Issues and Men-
tal Health’s Office; and the annual cost of those
staff. [27285/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): To date, my Department has
made no assignment of staff to the office of the
Minister of State with responsibility for disability
issues and mental health. Staff in relevant

sections in my Department liaise as appropriate
with the aforementioned Office of the Minister
for State.

Schools Building Projects.

405. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister
for Education and Science her plans to develop
a new building or extension at a school (details
supplied) in County Louth; and if the educational
provision for students in the area will be
assessed. [27297/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): I can confirm that the Depart-
ment is in receipt of an application for major
capital funding from the school referred to by the
Deputy. The application has been assessed in
accordance with the published prioritisation
criteria for large scale building projects and pro-
gress on the project will be considered in the con-
text of the multi-annual School Building and
Modernisation programme.

EU Directives.

406. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the
Minister for Education and Science the EU
Directives awaiting incorporation into Irish law
in her Department; the deadline for incorpor-
ation; the date she foresees for implementation
of each directive; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [27309/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): Directive 2005/36/EC on the
Mutual Recognition of Qualifications was
adopted on 30 September 2005 and came into
effect on 20th October 2007. The Department of
Education and Science holds the co-ordinating
role for the transposition of this Directive.

Transposition of provisions for the Sectoral
professions (doctors with basic training, special-
ised doctors, nurses responsible for general care,
dental practitioners, specialised dental prac-
titioners, veterinary surgeons, midwives, pharma-
cists and architects) is being undertaken by the
relevant line Departments in each case. My
Department is transposing provisions for the
General System covering the remaining pro-
fessions. A draft Statutory Instrument for the
transposition of the general system under the
Directive is undergoing final review and it is
hoped that it will be completed in early
December. In the meantime, the conditions are
being applied by the relevant competent auth-
orities on an administrative basis. The trans-
position regime undertaken for 2005/36/EC will
include provision for automatic recognition of the
sectoral qualifications listed for Romania and
Bulgaria, which are included in Directive
2006/100/EC.
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Schools Refurbishment.

407. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the
Minister for Education and Science the funding
that has been allocated to a school (details
supplied) under the summer works programme
for the past three years; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [27321/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): Westland Row CBS applied for
the Summer Works Scheme 2005 and were suc-
cessful in receiving funding in excess of \81,000
to carry out Mechanical and Electrical Works on
a Science Laboratory in the school. As a dis-
advantaged school, Westland Row CBS received
95% funding of the total cost of the works. The
school was also successful in obtaining approval
for Mechanical and Electrical Works under an
Emergency Grant in 2007 for works costing in
excess of \381,000.

School Services Staff.

408. Deputy Beverley Flynn asked the Minister
for Education and Science the reason a caretaker
in a vocational secondary school receives a speci-
fied rate of pay by her Department but a care-
taker in a voluntary school secondary schools rate
of pay is at the discretion of the board of manage-
ment; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [27408/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): The position is that VECs are
statutory bodies governed by extensive legis-
lation, primarily the Vocational Education Act
1930 to 2001. Accordingly, all employees of
VECs, including caretakers, are subject to terms
and conditions of employment determined by the
VEC concerned, with the consent of the Minster
for Finance.

My Department provides funding towards the
cost of caretaking services in the case of second-
ary schools under two separate schemes. One is
the 1978/79 scheme for the employment of school
caretakers in secondary schools under which my
Department meets the full cost of salary. The
1978/79 scheme is being phased out as posts
become vacant and no new posts are being
created.

The 1978/79 scheme has been superseded by a
more extensive school support grant scheme
towards the funding of ancillary services in
schools including caretaking services. The scheme
is flexible in nature giving Boards of Management
and schools discretion as to the manner in which
these services are provided.

Under that scheme each school receives a grant
from my Department for the provision of
caretaking and other ancillary services. It is a
matter for each school to determine how best to
meet its caretaking requirements. My Depart-
ment has no direct role in the pay or conditions
of service of caretakers employed directly by

schools under these arrangements. There are no
proposals at present to change this position.

The funding arrangements made by my
Department for second level schools reflect the
sectoral division of our second level system. At
the core of all arrangements is a reliance upon
capitation as the principle determinant of fund-
ing. My Department provides funding to second-
ary schools by way of per capita grants, which
affords schools considerable flexibility in the use
of these resources to cater for the needs of their
pupils.

There have been significant improvements in
recent years in the level of funding for voluntary
secondary schools. With effect from January
2007, the standard per capita grant was increased
by \18 per pupil and now amounts to \316 per
pupil. In addition, voluntary secondary schools
have benefited by the increase of \30 per pupil in
2007 in the support services grant bringing that
grant to \189 per pupil.

The cumulative increase of \48 per pupil in a
voluntary secondary school brings the aggregate
grant to over \500 per pupil. These grants are in
addition to the per capita funding of up to
\40,000 per school that is also provided by my
Department to secondary schools towards sec-
retarial and caretaking services. For example in
the case of a secondary school with 500 pupils,
this brings annual grants towards general
expenses and support service to over \290,000.
This represents an increase of 83% since 2000.

These significant increases in the funding of
post primary schools are a clear demonstration of
my commitment to prioritise available resources
to address the needs of schools. My Department
will be considering, in line with the Programme
for Government commitment, how best to com-
plete the process of equalisation of funding at
second level.

School Inspection Reports.

409. Deputy Brian Hayes asked the Minister
for Education and Science the number of whole
school evaluations in both primary and post-
primary schools that have been published on the
website of her Department to date; when she
expects this exercise to be completed for all
schools; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [27409/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): My Department first began to
publish school inspection reports in June 2006. I
am pleased to inform the Deputy that since then,
1,055 reports on some 700 schools have been
made available to school communities and the
general public through publication on my Depart-
ment’s website. There are 286 published Whole-
School Evaluation (WSE) reports which include
218 WSE reports on primary schools, 53 WSE
reports at post-primary level, as well as 15 eval-
uations of centres for education encompassing
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Youth Encounter Project Schools, Youthreach
Centres and Senior Traveller Training Centres. A
further tranche of WSE reports will be published
later this week increasing the number of pub-
lished inspection reports even more.

It is not possible to indicate precisely when all
schools will have an inspection under the WSE
model, but it certainly will take some time
because WSE is only one of a range of inspection
formats employed by the inspectorate. I can
assure the Deputy, however, that the Inspector-
ate has frequent engagement with a great many
schools each year through inspection visits for the
probation of newly qualified teachers in primary
schools (more than 2,300 teachers this year) and
the conduct of more than 700 Subject Inspections
in post-primary schools annually. I am satisfied
that the scope of this inspection activity, in terms
of coverage of schools, ensures a high level of
external quality assurance of schools at both first
and second levels.

Full details of the inspection reports that have
been published are available on my Department’s
website www.education.gov.ie.

Education Welfare Service.

410. Deputy Brian Hayes asked the Minister
for Education and Science the number of coun-
ties in the country that have no educational wel-
fare officer; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [27410/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): The National Educational Wel-
fare Board is developing a nationwide service on
a continuing basis that is accessible to schools,
parents/guardians and others concerned with the
welfare of young people. For this purpose, Edu-
cational Welfare Officers (EWOs) have been
deployed throughout the country to provide a
welfare-focused service to support regular school
attendance and discharge the Board’s functions
locally operating through 5 regional teams, with
bases in Dublin, Cork, Limerick, Galway and
Waterford. An additional 15 staff have been allo-
cated to the NEWB in 2007. This brings the cur-
rent authorised staffing of the Board to 109 posts
of which 90 are allocated to working directly in
the service delivery area. The staffing com-
plement is comprised of 19 HQ and support staff,
5 regional managers, 13 Senior EWO’s and 72
EWO’s.

Educational Welfare Officers play a pivotal
role in implementing the service provided by the
NEWB through monitoring school attendance
and working to improve it. The EWOs also help
parents that are experiencing a difficulty with get-
ting a school place for their child. The NEWB has
advised that the matter for additional resources
for all areas is kept under continuous review.
Areas are prioritized for additional service based
on a combined analysis of demographic data,
absence data reported from schools and other

indicators of disadvantage. A service is provided
from 26 locations nationwide. Staff are deployed
in areas of greatest disadvantage and in areas des-
ignated under the Government’s RAPID
programme.

In addition to the intensive service provided in
designated areas the Board follows up on urgent
cases nationally where children are not currently
receiving an education. Urgent cases include chil-
dren who are out of school; children with no
school place; children who have been refused
enrolment in school; where a school principal
contacts the NEWB with an expression of con-
cern about a pupil or children who have been
excluded or suspended on a long term basis
from school.

In respect of the Deputy’s specific question
relating to the number of counties throughout the
country that have no educational welfare officer.
I am informed by the Board that the service is
currently available to every county with a dedi-
cated officer appointed to all counties with the
exception of counties Roscommon and Leitrim.
This matter will be addressed through the recruit-
ment process currently underway to fill the
additional EWO posts as one of these posts has
been designated to cover the Roscommon /
Leitrim area.

This government is determined to do all that
is possible to ensure that every child gets all the
opportunities and support they need to enable
them to achieve their potential and participate
fully in education. I am pleased to advise the
Deputy that funding to the Board for 2007
amounted to \9.808 million. This represents an
increase of 20% on the 2006 allocation and of
50% on the 2004 level. This substantial increase
in funding is a clear indication of this Govern-
ment’s commitment to prioritise investment in
favour of those most at risk. Through increased
investment and improved services we are deter-
mined to optimise access, participation and edu-
cational outcomes at every level of the system for
disadvantaged groups.

I will be keeping the issue of the NEWB’s staff-
ing under review in light of the rollout of services,
the scope for integrated working and any pro-
posals that the Board may put to me in relation
to clearly identified priority needs.

Departmental Correspondence.

411. Deputy Mary Upton asked the Minister
for Education and Science if her attention has
been drawn to the letter to her Department dated
10 July 2007 from a person (details supplied) in
Dublin 12 seeking an investigation into certain
matters relating to the handling of concerns about
child abuse within her Department; when she
proposes to reply to this letter; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [27438/07]

Minister of State at the Department of Edu-
cation and Science (Deputy Brendan Smith): I am
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making arrangements for a reply to the letter in
question to be issued in the near future.

School Accommodation.

412. Deputy Damien English asked the Mini-
ster for Education and Science if her attention
has been drawn to a representation by Meath
VEC to her Department regarding the need for
additional permanent accommodation for a
school (details supplied) in County Meath; the
action she will take in order to meet the demand;
if she will begin the process of allocating a capital
allowance to the school; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [27472/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): The Department is not in receipt
of an application for large scale capital invest-
ment from the school to which the Deputy refers.

Schools Building Projects.

413. Deputy Damien English asked the Mini-
ster for Education and Science her plans for the
provision of post primary schools in Navan,
County Meath in view of information supplied by
Meath VEC to her Department that clearly
shows that a new post primary school will be
needed in Navan by 2009; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [27473/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): The Department is aware of the
developing nature of Navan town which is the
subject of five Local Area Development Plans.
The Department is in regular contact with Meath
County Council in relation to the rate and pace
of housing developments in Navan and, in part,
with the assistance of this information, it is cur-
rently reviewing educational provision in the
town with a view to taking decisions in the near
future on the extent and timing of the delivery of
any extra primary and post primary provision
required.

Special Educational Needs.

414. Deputy Damien English asked the Mini-
ster for Education and Science further to
Parliamentary Question No. 542 of 19 October
2004, the supports available to a person (details
supplied) in County Meath; if this person is in
receipt of all available entitlements; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [27474/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): As the Deputy may be aware, the
National Council for Special Education (NCSE)
has been operational since 1st January 2005, and
is responsible for processing applications for
special educational needs supports from primary
and post primary schools through its network of
Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs).

The SENO is also a focal point of contact for
parents and schools.

My officials have been in contact with the
NCSE and have been advised that the pupil
referred to by the Deputy is in receipt of 5 indi-
vidual hours resource teaching per week, which is
the maximum number of hours available. In
addition, I am informed that the pupil also has
the services of a full time special needs assistant.

Safe to School Programme.

415. Deputy Damien English asked the Mini-
ster for Education and Science if she will intro-
duce a subsidised scheme to promote the wearing
of reflective material by students who walk or
cycle to school; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [27491/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): The Social Personal and Health
Education (SPHE) Programme in all primary
schools includes a specific ‘safety and protection’
strand which is designed to develop in children
an increasing sense of personal responsibility for
their own safety and that of others. The learning
objectives of this strand specifically include such
issues as safety strategies for crossing the road,
using the bus or being a pedestrian, crossing the
road with an adult, and being familiar with the
rules for travelling in a car or bus, or on a bicycle.

SPHE is also a mandatory junior cycle subject
at second-level. The ‘personal safety’ strand of
the junior cycle programme includes such issues
as road safety and is supported by a range of cur-
riculum materials. In addition, a road safety prog-
ramme for use in Transition Year is currently
being developed by the Road Safety Authority in
collaboration with my Department, the NCCA
and the Second Level Support Service.

On 6th February, the Road Safety Authority
launched the RSA MACE “Safe to School” cam-
paign at primary level, which is aimed at helping
primary school children learn effective road
safety lessons. The first part of this campaign is
about walking to school safely and as part of this
initiative educational packs and DVDs have been
distributed to all primary schools and a Walking
to School Guide has been produced. A dedicated
website, www.safetoschool.ie, has also been
launched as part of the campaign.

I have no plans at present to introduce a
scheme as outlined by the Deputy.

Schools Building Projects.

416. Deputy Seán Ardagh asked the Minister
for Education and Science if she will provide a
new Irish language second level gaelscoil in the
south Dublin area under the patronage of the
VEC; the progress that has been made by her
Department in acquiring a suitable site for a gael-
scoil (details supplied); and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [27492/07]
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Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): I can confirm to the Deputy that
the Department is in receipt of an application to
establish an additional Gaelcholáiste in the South
County Dublin area. This application is being
assessed and the proposers will be informed of
the outcome as soon as possible.

School Staffing.

417. Deputy Tom Hayes asked the Minister
for Education and Science when a decision will
issue in the case of a school (details supplied) in
County Tipperary who have appealed a decision
in relation to their request for a fourth teacher at
their school. [27498/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): The mainstream staffing of a
primary school is determined by reference to the
enrolment of the school on 30th September of the
previous school year. The actual number of main-
stream posts sanctioned is determined by refer-
ence to a staffing schedule which is issued annu-
ally to all primary schools.

According to data submitted to the Depart-
ment by the Board of Management of the school
referred to by the Deputy, the enrolment in the
school on 30th September 2006 was 75 pupils. In
accordance with the staffing schedule (Circular
0020/2007), which is available on the Depart-
ment’s website at www.education.ie and a hard
copy of which has issued to all primary schools,
the mainstream staffing in the school for the
2007/08 school year will remain as a Principal and
2 mainstream class teachers.

According to further data submitted to the
Department by the Board of Management of the
school, the enrolment in the school on 30th
September 2007 was 80 pupils. The staffing of the
school for the 2008/2009 school year will be based
on this figure and on the new staffing schedule
for the 2008/09 school year which will issue from
my Department early in 2008.

Within the terms of the staffing arrangements
for primary schools there is provision for
additional posts, referred to as developing school
posts, to be assigned to schools on the basis of
projected enrolments for the next school year.
Under these arrangements, a developing school
post may be sanctioned provisionally where the
projected enrolment at 30th September of the
school year in question equals or exceeds a speci-
fied figure. If the specified figure is not achieved
on 30th September, sanction for the post is
withdrawn.

As I stated in my reply to the Deputy’s rep-
resentation in July 2007, it was open to the Board
of Management to submit an appeal under cer-
tain criteria to an independent Appeal Board
which was established to adjudicate on appeals
on mainstream staffing allocations in primary
schools. Details of the criteria and application
dates for appeal are contained in the staffing

schedule. They are also available in Circular
0024/2007 (Appeal Board for Mainstream Staff-
ing in Primary Schools) which is available on my
Department’s website.

Meetings of the Appeal Board were held on
22nd May 2007, 3rd July 2007 and the 23rd
October 2007. My Department has no record of
receiving an appeal from the Board of Manage-
ment of the school in question for consideration
by the Primary Staffing Appeal Board at any of
these meetings .

School Enrolments.

418. Deputy Róisı́n Shortall asked the Minister
for Education and Science further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 137 of 25 October 2007, the
reason this child has been excluded from the edu-
cation system; the type of schooling which has
been recommended for them; the reason home
tuition has not been arranged as promised; and
if she will take immediate steps to immediately
provide an education service for this child and
ensure that they are no longer denied this funda-
mental right. [27500/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): The Education (Welfare) Act,
2000 established the National Educational Wel-
fare Board (NEWB) as the single national body
with responsibility for school attendance. The Act
provides a comprehensive framework promoting
regular school attendance and tackling the prob-
lems of absenteeism and early school leaving. The
general functions of the Board are to ensure that
each child attends a recognised school or other-
wise receives a certain minimum education.
Enrolment decisions are the responsibility of the
Board of Management of each individual school.
My Department has no role in relation to pro-
cessing applications for enrolment by schools.

In relation to this particular case, the Board
have been requested to provide an update to my
Department on the child’s educational status.
When this has been provided, I will be writing
directly to the deputy with the relevant details.

Higher Education Grants.

419. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister
for Education and Science the position where an
assessment is made in relation to a higher edu-
cation grant application, whereby the applicant’s
father is both employed and self employed, if
losses occurred in the previous year’s trading,
which were allowed by the Revenue Commis-
sioners against current year’s profits, are likewise
allowed by her Department or the valuating local
authority, for the purpose of assessment of the
person’s eligibility for a higher education grant;
the situation in relation thereto; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [27540/07]
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Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): My Department’s Student Main-
tenance Grants Schemes take account of the
incomes and losses of the relevant tax year. The
schemes provide that the grant awarding agency
may allow losses of the relevant year to be offset
against other incomes of the same year, but they
do not allow losses of any prior year to be offset
in the relevant year.

Question No. 420 answered with Question
No. 344.

Drug Prevention Education.

421. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Mini-
ster for Education and Science the number of
schools in Dublin and countrywide participating
in drug awareness programmes; the programmes
that are being used; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27548/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): Drug prevention education is
implemented as part of the Social, Personal and
Health Education (SPHE) curricula in ALL
primary and post-primary schools. The SPHE
curriculum is mandatory in all primary schools
and post-primary schools up to Junior Certificate
Level in which substance use is one of 10
modules taught.

At primary level, the Substance Misuse Preven-
tion Programme (SMPP or ‘The Walk Tall’
Programme) is a national programme, established
in 1996, to provide in-service to teachers in
primary schools in the area of legal and illegal
substances. The programme teaching and
resource materials focus on both alcohol and
drugs in an age appropriate manner. The prog-
ramme has an integrated approach to drug edu-
cation and is a key strategy in drug abuse preven-
tion education. Teaching and resource materials
developed by the ‘Walk Tall’ Programme are
made available to all primary and special
schools nationally.

The Walk Tall Support Service currently has a
full time staff of three, comprised of a national
support officer and two assistants on secondment
from teaching duties. A part-time panel of
approximately 20 teachers is available to deliver
summer training courses nationally.

At post-primary level, the substance misuse
prevention programme ‘On My Own Two Feet’
which is an integral part of the SPHE curriculum-
,draws on three approaches: knowledge-attitud-
e,decision-making and social competence. As
such it is a comprehensive life-skills programme.

All post-primary schools are invited to in-
service training in SPHE each spring and autumn
on a regional basis. A selection of SPHE topics
are offered to teachers, including substance use
education. Health Promotion Officers and
Regional Development Officers along with
experts in specific areas, such as substance use

education are involved in the delivery of this in-
service.

I am confident that together these initiatives
are ensuring that the education system plays its
role in combating drug abuse among young
people. Clearly, however, this issue requires
action on many fronts. To this end, the Govern-
ment has put in place the National Drugs Strategy
which aims to reduce drug abuse through invest-
ment in a mixture of different facilities and prog-
rammes and through actions by a range of
Departments and Agencies.

The evidence available to me from both the
national Misuse Prevention Programme( SMPP)
and the national SPHE Support Service informs
me that the substance misuse education preven-
tion programmes being implemented as an integ-
ral part of the SPHE curricula is in line with best
international practice and while all programmes
of this nature are constantly under review, I do
not have any plans at present to revise the
programmes.

Physical Education Facilities.

422. Deputy Catherine Byrne asked the Mini-
ster for Education and Science the status of the
application for funding by a school (details
supplied) in Dublin 12 for the building of a sports
hall; when the school will be notified if this appli-
cation has been successful; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [27549/07]

Minister for Education and Science (Deputy
Mary Hanafin): The Department is in receipt of
an application for major capital funding for
general classroom accommodation and a PE hall,
from the school referred to by the Deputy. The
application has been assessed in accordance with
the published prioritisation criteria for large scale
building projects and has been assigned a band 2
rating. Progress on the project will be considered
in the context of the multi-annual School Build-
ing and Modernisation programme.

Ministerial Staff.

423. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Defence the number of staff in his constitu-
ency office; the number of these who are civil ser-
vants; the number who are not; the cost to the
Exchequer of the salaries and expenses in a full
year for the civil servants and non-civil service
staff; if he will provide the information in tabular
form; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27204/07]

424. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Defence the number of staff in his private
office; the number of these who are civil servants;
the number who are not; the cost to the
Exchequer of the salaries and expenses in a full
year for the civil servants and non-civil service
staff; if he will provide the information in tabular
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form; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27219/07]

425. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Defence the number, for each Minister of
State assigned to his Department, of staff in their
constituency office; the number of these who are
civil servants; the number who are not; the cost
to the Exchequer of the salaries and expenses in
a full year for the civil servants and non civil
service staff; if she will provide the information
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [27234/07]

426. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Defence the number, for each Minister of

Minister for Defence, Mr Willie O’Dea, T.D. Private Office

Grade/Position Number Salary Scale

Special Adviser(Non-established) 1 Principal Officer standard scale \82, 016 – \101,446

Press Adviser(Non-established) 1 Principal Officer standard scale \82, 016 – \101,446

Higher Executive Officer 1 Higher Executive Officer higher scale \47,000 – \58,139

Executive Officer 1 Executive Officer standard scale \29,093 – \46,167

Staff Officer 1 Staff Officer standard scale \33,258 – \44407

Clerical Officer 1 Clerical Officer PPC scale \23,221 – \37,652

Constituency Office

Grade/Position Number Salary Scale

Personal Assistant (Non-established) 1 Higher Executive Officer standard scale \44,314 – \52,379
(based in constituency) (excludes long service increments)

Personal Secretary (Non-established) 1 Secretarial Assistant contract scale \22,064 – \42,571
(based in constituency)

Executive Officer 1 Executive Officer PPC scale \30,628 – \48,594

Staff Officer 1 Staff Officer scale \33,258 – \44,407

Clerical Officer 1 Clerical Officer PPC scale \23,221 – \37,652

Clerical Officer 3* Clerical Officer scale \22,058 – \35,773

* This figure reflects both full time and part time.

Minister of State, Mr. Tom Kitt, T.D. Private
Office and Constituency Office

There are two staff assigned to cover both the
private office and the constituency office of the
Minister of State, both of whom are civil servants.

Grade/Position Number Salary Scale

Higher Executive Officer 1 Higher Executive Officer standard scale \44,314 – \56,250

Clerical Officer 1 Clerical Officer higher scale \23,086 – \36,546

The employment contract of the non-established
officers referred to in these tables is coterminous
with the appointment of the relevant office
holder. Overtime, travel and subsistence expenses
are paid in accordance with normal Civil Service
regulations. Personal Pension Contribution
(PPC) scales apply where officers were employed

State assigned to his Department, of staff in their
private office; the number of these who are civil
servants; the number who are not; the cost to the
Exchequer of the salaries and expenses in a full
year for the civil servants and non civil service
staff; if he will provide the information in tabular
form; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27249/07]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Willie O’Dea): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 423 to 426, inclus-
ive, together.

The following tables set out the grades,
numbers and remuneration of the personnel in
my private and constituency offices and those of
the Minister of State at the Department of
Defence.

since 6 April 1995, pay class A rate of PRSI and
make a personal pension contribution.

427. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Mini-
ster for Defence the number and grades of staff
employed in Minister for State, Tom Kitt’s
Office; and the annual cost of those staff.
[27269/07]
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Minister for Defence (Deputy Willie O’Dea):
There are two staff assigned to cover both the

Grade/Position Number Salary Scale

Higher Executive Officer 1 Higher Executive Officer standard scale \44,314 – \56,250

Clerical Officer 1 Clerical Officer higher scale \23,086 – \36,546

Total 2

The employment contract of the non-established
officers referred to in these tables is coterminous
with the appointment of the relevant office
holder. Overtime, travel and subsistence expenses
are paid in accordance with normal Civil Service
regulations. Personal Pension Contribution
(PPC) scales apply where officers were employed
since 6 April 1995, pay class A rate of PRSI and
make a personal pension contribution.

Defence Forces Training.

428. Deputy John Cregan asked the Minister
for Defence when serving members who are
qualified MT instructors with the Transport Com-
pany, Collins Barracks, Cork will be awarded
their permanent instructors allowance on a full-
time basis; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27292/07]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Willie O’Dea):
A claim has recently been received from
PDFORRA in relation to this matter. In accord-
ance with normal procedures the Association’s
claim is being dealt with under the Conciliation
and Arbitration Scheme (C&A scheme) for
members of the Permanent Defence Force and is
the subject of correspondence between my
Department and the Representative Association.
The Deputy will appreciate that as discussions
under the C&A scheme are confidential to the
parties involved it would not be appropriate for
me to comment further on the matter.

EU Directives.

429. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the
Minister for Defence the EU Directives awaiting
incorporation into Irish law in his Department;
the deadline for incorporation; the date he fore-
sees for implementation of each directive; and if
he will make a statement on the matter.
[27308/07]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Willie O’Dea):
This question does not apply to my Department
at this time.

Overseas Missions.

430. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the
Minister for Defence the number of international
peace-keeping and peace-enforcing missions the
Irish Defence Forces are involved in; what each
of these missions is; the number of troops

private office and the constituency office of the
Minister of State, both of whom are civil servants.

involved in each; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [27320/07]

Minister for Defence (Deputy Willie O’Dea):
Ireland is currently contributing 460 Defence
Forces personnel to 17 different missions
throughout the world. Full details of all personnel
currently serving overseas on UN mandated
operations, observer missions or undertaking rep-
resentative or staff postings are listed in the tabu-
lar statement below.

The main overseas missions, in which Defence
Forces personnel are deployed, are the NATO-
led International Security presence (KFOR) in
Kosovo with 272 personnel and the United
Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL)
with 57 personnel. In addition, 41 personnel are
serving in EUFOR, the EU-led operation in Bos-
nia and Herzegovina. Other personnel are serving
as monitors and observers with the United
Nations (UN), the European Union (EU) and the
Organisation for Security and Cooperation in
Europe (OSCE). Staff are also deployed at the
organisational headquarters of the UN, EU,
OSCE and NATO.

Members of the Irish Defence Forces serve on
peacekeeping missions under Chapter VI and
Chapter VII of the UN Charter. UNIFIL
operates under Chapter VI of the UN Charter.
Peacekeeping operations mounted under this
chapter are of the traditional type, where the UN
acts as a monitoring, patrolling and observing
force after peace has been established.

KFOR, EUFOR, ISAF and EUFOR
TCHAD/RCA operate under Chapter VII of the
UN Charter, that is, they are entitled to use force
to implement their mandates and to protect
themselves and the international civil presence.
Peacekeeping operations mounted under this
Chapter are commonly known as peace enforce-
ment operations where the consent of the parties
is not required.

KFOR was established in June, 1999 to support
the maintenance of civil law and order within
Kosovo, so as to develop a climate of safety and
security, which will enable the transfer of
increased responsibility to the civil authorities.

Ireland has participated in KFOR since August
1999. The Irish (37th) Infantry Group currently
serves in the Multi-National Task Force (Centre).
In addition to Ireland, the Task Force also com-
prises troops from the Czech Republic, the Slo-
vak Republic, Sweden, Finland and Latvia. The
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Task Force’s area of responsibility is generally
the Pristina region, covering 7 municipalities with
a population of approximately 1 million.

The Irish contingent currently comprises an
APC Mounted Infantry Group of some 215 per-
sonnel, including a number of personnel in staff
posts at various KFOR Headquarters. Last
August, Ireland assumed the role of Framework
Nation for the Multinational Task Force (Centre)
in Kosovo for a period of 12 months. An
additional 57 Irish personnel are serving with
KFOR in support of the Framework Nation role,
bringing Ireland’s current total deployment to the
force to 272.

Following the cessation of hostilities in
Lebanon in July/August 2006, an Irish Infantry
Group deployed to South Lebanon on 31
October, 2006 as part of the integrated
Finnish/Irish Battalion within UNIFIL, to carry
out tasks in support of UNIFIL, including dealing
with unexploded ordnance clearance and recon-
struction. Ireland provided the security detail for
the Engineering contingent from Finland. The
Finnish/Irish Battalion completed its deployment
at the end of last month and the withdrawal pro-
cess is currently underway. 109 Irish personnel
returned to Ireland on 1 November, 2007 and the
remaining members of the Battalion will return

Members of the Permanent Defence Force Serving Overseas as of 05 November 2007

Number

1. UN Missions

(i) UNIFIL (United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon) HQ 7

UNIFIL 36th Inf Group 50

(ii) UNTSO (United Nations Truce Supervision Organisation) — Israel, Syria and Lebanon 14

(iii) MINURSO (United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara) 3

(iv) UNMIK (United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo) 4

(v) MONUC (United Nations Mission in Democratic Republic of the Congo) 3

(vi) UNOCI (United Nations Mission in Ivory Coast) 2

(vii) UNMIL (United Nations Mission in Liberia) FHQ 2

TOTAL 85

UN Mandated Missions

(viii) EUFOR (EU-led Operation in Bosnia and Herzegovina) 41

(ix) EUFOR TCHAD/RCA (EU-led Operation in CHAD and the Central African Republic) HQ 11

(x) KFOR (International Security Presence in Kosovo) Framework Nation 57

KFOR (International Security Presence in Kosovo) HQ 11

KFOR (International Security Presence in Kosovo) 37th Inf Group 204

(xi) ISAF (International Security Assistance Force in Afghanistan) 7

(xii) AMIS (EU support to UN authorised African Union Mission in Sudan) 3

Total number of personnel serving with UN missions 419

2. EU Missions

(i) European Union Monitor Mission (EUMM) to the former Yugoslavia 5

TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONNEL SERVING WITH EU MISSIONS 5

3. Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE)

(i) OSCE Mission to Bosnia & Herzegovina 1

to Ireland later this month. A small number of
Defence Forces personnel will continue to serve
at UNIFIL HQ.

Ireland has participated in EUFOR since
December 2004, the successor mission to the
Stabilisation force (SFOR) in Bosnia and
Herzegovina with which Ireland had previously
been serving since 1997. The Irish contingent with
EUFOR currently comprises 41 personnel. The
role of the Defence Forces personnel currently
serving in EUFOR is to provide personnel for the
headquarters, the Military Police Unit, Verifi-
cation Teams and the National Support Element.
All Irish personnel are located at Camp Butmir,
Sarajevo.

Ireland has participated in International Secur-
ity Assistance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan since
5 July 2002, following the Government Decision
of 2 July 2002, authorising the provision of seven
members of the Permanent Defence Force for
service with the force. Since then, the Govern-
ment have reviewed and approved, on an annual
basis, the continued participation by seven
members of the Permanent Defence Force in
ISAF.

Following Government decision in October
2007, eleven Irish personnel are currently serving
with the EUFOR TCHAD/RCA Mission.
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Number

(ii) OSCE Mission in Montenegro 1

(iii) OSCE Presence in Albania 2

(iv) OSCE Mission in FRY 2

(v) Staff Officer, Higher Level Planning Group, Vienna 1

Total number of personnel serving OSCE 7

4. EU Military Staff

Brussels 7

New York 1

5. EU Nordic Battlegroup HQ 12

6. Military Representatives/Advisers/Staff

(i) Military Adviser, Permanent Mission to UN, New York 1

(ii) Military Adviser, Irish Delegation to OSCE, Vienna 1

(iii) Military Representatives to EU (Brussels) 4

(iv) Liaison Office of Ireland, NATO/PfP (Brussels) 2

(v) Military Representative to NATO/PfP Co-ordination Cell/Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers
Europe (SHAPE), Mons, Belgium 1

TOTAL NUMBER DEFENCE FORCES PERSONNEL SERVING OVERSEAS 460

Registration of Title.

431. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister
for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if, in view
of the recent cases of solicitors firms collapsing
arising from apparent misuse of property title
deeds and the registration of mortgages and
charges, he has proposals to issue guidance or
amend legislation; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [26947/07]

442. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister
for Justice, Equality and Law Reform his pro-
posals to review conveyancing arrangements
whereby a buyer’s solicitor is allowed to check
and register the legal title of a property for both
the lender and borrower, in view of the recent
collapses of a number of solicitors firms arising
from irregularities in respect of conveyancing and
registration of mortgages on properties; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [26948/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 431 and 442 together.

The Deputy will appreciate that I cannot com-
ment on individual cases especially as the issues
raised are linked to matters which are before the
courts at present.

In relation to the process whereby a pur-
chaser’s solicitor may act for both the purchaser
and a lending institution, I would point out that
this system, which was agreed between the legal
profession and the banking sector, has been in
operation for around 20 years. The process is
designed to benefit people transacting residential
conveyancing in that by allowing the purchaser’s
solicitor to act also on behalf of the lending insti-
tution, costs are reduced to the benefit of con-

sumers and the length of time taken to complete
the conveyance is also reduced. I would also point
out that it was never intended that the process
would be used for commercial purposes nor was
it intended that the process should be used where
the applicant was the lodging solicitor.

As part of the process, in so far as it applies,
the purchasers’ solicitor will usually give an
undertaking to a financial institution to the effect
that he or she will ensure that the purchaser has
a good marketable title to the property, that the
documents are executed and that all the title
deeds are stamped, registered and lodged with
the institution. In addition, the solicitor will gen-
erally, pending lodgement of the title deeds with
the bank or building society, undertake to hold
the deeds in trust for the lending institution. In
that context, it is important to note that where a
solicitor fails to honour an undertaking given, it
is considered to be professional misconduct and,
as a result, the solicitor is rendered liable to the
Law Society’s disciplinary procedures and to
investigation by the Solicitors Disciplinary Tri-
bunal. Depending on the particular circumstances
of a case the criminal law may also apply to it.

Mortgage lending is primarily a matter for the
financial institutions involved and in so far as the
system of banking and making loans available to
clients is concerned, the Deputy will appreciate
that I have no function. The Financial Regulator
is responsible for the prudential supervision of
Irish-licensed financial institutions and is inde-
pendent in matters of day-to-day supervision. I
understand that the Regulator has consistently
conveyed to lending institutions that mortgage
lending policies and practices should be prudent
and responsible.
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I have already indicated to the House that it is
in everybody’s interest that the best practices that
clearly exist are followed in the area of solicitors’
undertakings. I have also stated that in so far as
there are any matters to be reviewed or issues to
be addressed on the Government side the Deputy
can be assured that the responsible Ministers will
do so.

Citizenship Applications.

432. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister
for Justice, Equality and Law Reform when he
expects a decision to be made regarding an appli-
cation for naturalisation by persons (details
supplied) in County Dublin; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [26869/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): Applications for certifi-
cates of naturalisation from the persons referred
to in the Deputy’s Question were received in the
Citizenship Section of my Department in
September 2005.

Officials in that Section are currently pro-
cessing applications received at the beginning of
2005 and have approximately 2,200 applications
on hand to be dealt with before that of the indi-
viduals concerned. These are generally dealt with
in chronological order as this is deemed to be the
fairest to all applicants. It is likely, therefore, that
further processing of the applications will com-
mence in the first half of 2008.

I will inform the Deputy and the persons in
question when I have reached a decision on the
matter.

Passport Applications.

433. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister
for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if a pass-
port has been issued to a person (details supplied)
in Dublin 22. [26875/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): The issuance of pass-
ports is a matter for my colleague, the Minister
for Foreign Affairs.

Residency Permits.

434. Deputy Brian O’Shea asked the Minister
for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the posi-
tion regarding the application of a person (details
supplied) in County Waterford to be allowed to
legally remain here with their spouse and family;
and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[26884/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): I am informed by the
Immigration Division of my Department that a
decision in relation to the application for resi-
dence in the State based on EU Treaty Rights

issued to the person concerned on 22nd August
2006.

The application for residence in the State was
refused under Regulation 3(2) of S.I. 656 of 2006
(Free Movement of Persons Regulations). This
Regulation requires that in order to avail of resi-
dency rights under these Regulations, applicants
must submit evidence showing lawful residence
in another EU Member State prior to arrival in
Ireland. The person in question did not meet the
criteria for eligibility for residence in the State in
accordance with Regulation 3(2). The vires of this
Regulation was recently upheld in the High
Court. The matter is under appeal to the
Supreme Court.

I am also informed that the applicant made a
late application under the IBC scheme and as
such could not be considered. This matter is
under appeal to the Supreme Court and I under-
stand a decision is expected in the near future.

Deportation Orders.

435. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister
for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if a deport-
ation order for a person (details supplied) who
has left this country for approximately the past
fifteen months might be lifted. [26909/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): The person concerned
arrived in the State on 19 October 2001 and was
granted temporary permission to remain on foot
of a work permit. She subsequently decided to
pursue a full time course of studies, however her
attendance record did not meet the course
requirements.

The person concerned was informed by letter
dated 19 May 2004 that the Minister proposed to
make a deportation order in respect of her and
afforded her three options in accordance with
Section 3(3) (b) (ii) of the Immigration Act, 1999,
as amended, namely to leave the State volun-
tarily, to consent to the making of a deportation
order or to submit, within 15 working days, rep-
resentations to the Minister, in writing, setting
out the reasons why she should be allowed to
remain temporarily in the State.

The case of the person concerned was exam-
ined under Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act,
1999 as amended, and Section 5 of the Refugee
Act, 1996 on the Prohibition of Refoulement. On
3 August 2004, my predecessor refused tempor-
ary leave to remain in the State and signed a
deportation order in respect of her. Notice of this
order was served by registered post requiring her
to present herself to the Garda National Immi-
gration Bureau (GNIB), 13/14 Burgh Quay,
Dublin 2, on 3 March 2005, in order to make
travel arrangements for her deportation from the
State. The person concerned failed to present
herself as required and was classified as evading
her deportation.
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The effect of the deportation order is that the
person concerned must leave the State and
remain thereafter outside the State. Anyone
evading his/her deportation order and remaining
in the State is liable to arrest and detention pur-
suant to Section 5 of the Immigration Act, 1999,
as amended.

My Department does not appear to be in
receipt of any application for permission to
remain in the State on foot of marriage to an Irish
National. However, in order for such an appli-
cation to be accepted, both parties must be resi-
dent in the State.

A person the subject of a deportation order
may apply to have his/her deportation order
revoked pursuant to Section 3 (11) of the Immi-
gration Act, 1999, as amended. However, any
such application would require substantial
grounds to be successful.

Work Permits.

436. Deputy Jack Wall asked the Minister for
Justice, Equality and Law Reform if a person
(details supplied) in County Kildare is entitled to
a work permit; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [26912/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): I refer the Deputy to
my answer to parliamentary question no. 927
dated 26th September 2007 regarding the person
in question.

An application by the person in question for a
permanent residence card in accordance with EU
Treaty Rights was deemed incomplete and could
not be considered as the person concerned could
not provide evidence that his spouse is exercising
EU Treaty Rights in the State. It is the under-
standing of my Department that the applicant’s
spouse no longer resides in the State and accord-
ingly the applicant is ineligible to apply for resi-
dence in the State under EU Treaty Rights. This
matter is currently before the High Court for
judicial review and accordingly I cannot com-
ment further.

The issue as to the entitlement of the applicant
to a work permit is solely a matter for consider-
ation by the Department of Enterprise, Trade
and Employment.

Asylum Support Services.

437. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Mini-
ster for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if, in
relation to accommodation for asylum seekers
recently acquired in County Laois, he will satisfy
himself that all appropriate health, education and
welfare concerns are being met; the intended
numbers being accommodated; the maximum
number that may be accommodated; the number
of children involved; the schools in which the chil-
dren have been enrolled; the tuition and edu-

cational facilities that will be available;Λthe nat-
ure of the health services being offered; the
location from which general practitioner services
will be acquired; the transport, sport and leisure
facilities that are envisaged; if he has satisfied
himself that the location is appropriate having
regard to the fact that there are no services what-
soever within walking distance of this rural estab-
lishment; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [26914/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): The Reception and
Integration Agency (RIA), which operates under
the aegis of my Department has responsibility,
inter alia, for meeting the accommodation and
related ancillary needs of asylum seekers under
the Government policy of Direct Provision and
dispersal. In this regard, the RIA is currently pro-
viding accommodation for 6,366 asylum seekers
in 61 centres located across 22 counties.

The centre at the Hotel Montague, Emo, Co.
Laois, has a contract capacity for 200 persons —
or approximately 50-55 families. Its current occu-
pancy is 83 persons and it is anticipated that full
capacity will soon be achieved at this centre.

The provision and resourcing of statutory
services such as health, social welfare, education
and so forth to asylum seekers are matters, in the
first instance, for the relevant Government
Departments and the agencies operating under
their aegis. In that regard the RIA is a multi-dis-
ciplinary, cross agency, body with staff seconded
to it from a number of Departments and agencies
— Department of Health and Children, Depart-
ment of Education and Science, Department of
Environment and Local Government, Dublin
City Council, HSE and the Irish Red Cross — so
as to coordinate service delivery to asylum seek-
ers at local level and to liaise with local statutory
service providers and the appropriate Govern-
ment Departments.

The opening of any new centre will place
demands on local service providers and it is
natural that concerns should be expressed. This
has been the case with many of the centres
referred to above, including those in a rural
location similar to this centre, and these concerns
have abated over a short period of time. As with
those other centres, RIA immediately facilitated
an inter-agency meeting with all relevant State
service providers to discuss the issues involved.
This took place at the centre on 25 October, 2007.
RIA staff, including those seconded to it as
referred to above, have fed back to the respective
service providing authorities the concerns raised
at that meeting. Considerable progress has been
made already in relation to service provision and
work in this area will intensify over the coming
weeks.

All asylum seekers are entitled to access health
services under the medical card scheme and dis-
cussions are ongoing with the relevant health
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service providers to facilitate the provision of the
necessary services to the asylum seekers at the
centre. RIA is cognisant of the potential impact
on the local community of this centre and to mini-
mise it, a dedicated space has been made avail-
able within the centre to enable the Community
Welfare Officer to discharge his/her functions in
respect of asylum seekers. A separate medical
area has also been made available for the use of
the general practitioner who will operate at the
centre. This area is also at the disposal of the
Public Health Nurse who will visit the centre as
required.

Immigrant children, including children of asy-
lum seekers, are entitled to primary and post
primary education. Education in Ireland is com-
pulsory from age six to sixteen years. It is not
possible at this stage to quantify the number of
children who will ultimately reside at the centre,
as this will depend entirely on the composition of
families seeking asylum. School enrolment is at
an early stage and the RIA is actively engaged
with the appropriate State service providers.

The centre operates a seven-day bus service
which will take residents to nearby Portlaoise
where they can access services usually available
in large urban areas. This bus will operate on an
almost hourly basis between 8.30 a.m. and 4.15
p.m., Monday to Friday, seven outward and six
inward journeys . A more restricted service of
four journeys to and from the centre will be in
place on Saturday, Sunday and Bank Holidays.
In addition, residents can avail of the local Bus
Éireann service from Portlaoise to Dublin, a
private bus contractor service from the centre to
Dublin, and the Iarnród Eireann rail service from
Portlaoise or Monasterevin to Dublin.

The following indoor facilities are already
available to residents at the centre:

• Children’s play area

• Children’s creche (currently operated on a
cooperative basis by the parents)

• Children’s TV / DVDs / Videos / com-
puter games

• Adult-only area with tea / coffee facilities

• Pool table

• Residents’ computer area with internet
access

• Large multichannel TV in communal area
with DVD player available

A number of pieces of recreational equipment,
table soccer and table tennis will be available at
the centre shortly.

The following outdoor facilities are available
(or shortly will be available) to residents at the
centre:

• Large children’s outdoor playground cur-
rently in preparation with climbing frames,
slides, swings, playhouse, etc., and outdoor

seating for parental supervision
(equipment on-site but landscaping not
yet completed).

• Large garden area

• Outdoor basketball Tarmac court (surface
in place, equipment due)

• Outdoor football Tarmac area

• Outdoor sheltered smoking area.

The RIA is also aware that the nearby Emo
Court estate offers outstanding opportunities for
walks of various lengths suitable for a range of
fitness levels. In addition, the soon to be com-
pleted Portlaoise Town Adventure Park will offer
excellent opportunities for asylum seeker chil-
dren to interact in a play environment with Irish
and other children. The RIA further understands
that the centre will shortly be the venue for a
‘welcome’ meeting between the centre residents
and local representatives and amenity providers.

Garda Divisions.

438. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister
for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the position whereby
towns in north Kildare and in different Garda
divisions, with Leixlip being in DMA west,
Maynooth in the Carlow/Kildare Division and
Kilcock in the Louth/Meath Division; his views
on transferring those towns into a Kildare Garda
Division to streamline resources and responses by
Gardaı́ in view of the fact that the towns are only
10 kilometres apart; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [26927/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): In accordance with the
provisions of the Garda Sı́ochána Act, 2005,
decisions on the realignment of Garda
Regional & Divisional boundaries are matters for
the Garda Commissioner in the first instance, in
the context of his Annual Policing Plans. The
Commissioner has recently submitted proposals
to my Department to align Garda Divisions with
local authority boundaries which will lead to
greater efficiencies and effectiveness for the
Force and facilitate more effective operation of
the Joint Policing Committees. The 2008 Annual
Policing Plan, which will include the specific
aspects of the proposals to be implemented next
year, will shortly be laid before the Houses of the
Oireachtas in compliance with Section 22(6) of
the Act.

It would be inappropriate for me to comment
on the specific matters raised by the Deputy
regarding Co. Kildare prior to the policing plans
containing such details being laid before the
Houses.

Residency Permits.

439. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Mini-
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ster for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
status of an application for residency by a person
(details supplied) in County Tipperary; when a
decision on their application will be made; and if
he will make a statement on the matter.
[26928/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): The person concerned
applied for permission to remain in the State on
the basis of being a parent of an Irish citizen
child, born before 1 January 2005, in accordance
with the revised arrangements announced by my
predecessor on 15 January 2005, commonly
referred to as the IBC/05 scheme.

The person concerned submitted his appli-
cation after the closing date for applications, 31
March 2005. The application could not, therefore,
be considered under the revised arrangements.
Accordingly, the applicant was notified of this by
letter dated 15 December 2005.

The person concerned has submitted an appli-
cation for consideration in the context of subsidi-
ary protection, pursuant to the European Com-
munities (Eligibility for Protection) Regulations
2006 which came into force on 10 October 2006,
and his eligibility for subsidiary protection will be
determined accordingly.

If the subsidiary protection application is
refused, the case file of the person concerned,
including all representations submitted, will be
considered under Section 3(6) of the Immigration
Act, 1999, as amended, and Section 5 of the Refu-
gee Act, 1996 (Prohibition of Refoulement). I
expect the file to be passed to me for decision in
due course.

Citizenship Applications.

440. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Mini-
ster for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
status of an application for citizenship by a person
(details supplied) in County Tipperary; when a
decision on their application will be made; and if
he will make a statement on the matter.
[26929/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): Officials in the Citizen-
ship Section have advised me that there is no
record of an application for a certificate of natu-
ralisation from the person referred to in the
Deputy’s Question.

Crime Levels.

441. Deputy Brian Hayes asked the Minister
for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the number
of assaults in each year over the past five years
on a county basis; his views on whether the
number of assaults involving random and spor-
adic attacks by groups of youths on other youths

has escalated in recent years; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [26930/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): Following the sub-
mission in 2004 of a report and recommendations
by an expert group on crime statistics, it was
decided that the compilation and publication of
crime statistics should be taken over by the Cen-
tral Statistics Office, as the national statistical
agency, from the Garda Sı́ochána. The Garda
Sı́ochána Act 2005 consequently makes provision
for this and the CSO has established a dedicated
unit for this purpose. Following the setting up of
the necessary technical systems and auditing of
the data from which the statistics are compiled,
the CSO is now compiling and publishing crimi-
nal statistics and has published provisional head-
line crime statistics since the third quarter of
2006. In addition, it has compiled and published
a series of quarterly and annual statistics for the
period starting with the first quarter of 2003. I
understand that the CSO are examining how the
crime statistics published might be expanded and
made more comprehensive.

I have requested the CSO to provide the statis-
tics sought by the Deputy directly to him.

I am pleased to note that the provisional head-
line crime figures for the third quarter released
by the Central Statistics Office show a decrease
of 9.8% in the number of cases of assault causing
harm when compared with the same quarter in
2006.

Question No. 442 answered with Question
No. 431.

Road Traffic Offences.

443. Deputy P. J. Sheehan asked the Minister
for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the number
of people prosecuted in each of the past ten years
for driving while holding a provisional licence and
not being accompanied by a licensed driver; the
number of these prosecutions that led to a convic-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [26950/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): Section 38 of the Road
Traffic Act 1961 places an obligation on drivers
when driving in a public place to hold a valid driv-
ing licence for the type of vehicle being driven.

By way of Regulation, in order for a pro-
visional licence to be valid and have effect, cer-
tain conditions must be met such as being
accompanied by a full driving licence holder in
the case of first, third and subsequent provisional
licence holders. Failure to meet these conditions
renders the licence invalid and the provisions of
section 38 of the Road Traffic Act 1961 are
breached. This renders a person liable to
prosecution.
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I am informed by the Garda authorities that
statistics on prosecutions for the offence of not
holding a valid driving licence are not compiled
in such a way as to provide a breakdown of pros-
ecutions for this offence where the person pros-
ecuted breached the requirements referred to.

The new regulatory provisions introducing
learner permits which came into effect on 30
October, 2007, create a specific offence of failing
to be accompanied by a full driving licence holder
as required by the licensing of driving regulations.

Visa Applications.

444. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Mini-
ster for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
requirements for a D visa application; the pro-
cessing time; the errors with such an application
which frequently occur, which may delay the pro-
cess; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [26954/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): There are two basic cat-
egories of visa — a C visa is for a stay for a
maximum of 90 days, a D visa is for a longer stay.
Where a D visa has been approved, the applicant
is required to register with the Garda National
Immigration Bureau.

Visas for entry into Ireland are sought for a
wide variety of purposes and the requirements for
approval vary having regard to the type of visa
applied for. Comprehensive information on mak-
ing a visa application is available on the website
of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration
Service at www.inis.gov.ie.

Visa applications are processed as speedily as
possible having regard to the numbers on hand
and the resources available to process them. All
applicants are advised to make an application at
least eight weeks before their proposed travel
date. At present it takes, on average, four to six
weeks to process a straightforward application.

I would advise the Deputy that errors in the
decision-making process for visa applications are
rare and, furthermore, there is an appeal pro-
cedure which is available to any applicant who
feels that the decision is not the right one.

445. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Mini-
ster for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
process for a person who wishes to marry a non-
EU citizen here; the requirements for a visa; and
if he will make a statement on the matter.
[26955/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): While there is no spec-
ific arrangement which would facilitate a visa-
required person to enter the State for the purpose
of marriage, every visa application is examined
on its individual merits.

Comprehensive information on making a visa
application is available on the website of the Irish

Naturalisation and Immigration Service at
www.inis.gov.ie.

Residency Permits.

446. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the
Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the residency status or expected residency status
in the case of a person (details supplied) in
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [26963/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): The position in relation
to granting long term residency is as follows: Per-
sons who have been legally resident in the State
for over five years on the basis of work
permit/work authorisation/work visa conditions
may apply to the Immigration Division of my
Department for a five year residency extension.
In that context they may also apply to be exempt
from employment permit requirements.

The dependants of the aforementioned, who
have been legally resident in the State for over
five years may also apply for long term residency.
This particular long term permission does not
grant an exemption from employment permit
requirements to any such dependants.

Time spent in the State on student conditions
cannot be counted towards long term residency.

While applications for long term residency are
under consideration, the person concerned
should ensure that their permission to remain in
the State is kept up to date.

An application for long term residence from
the person referred to by the Deputy was
received in July 2007. I understand that appli-
cations received in July 2006 are currently being
dealt with. As soon as a decision is made on the
case, the person concerned will be notified.

Citizenship Applications.

447. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the
Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the position in regard to the application for
citizenship in the case of a person (details
supplied) in County Dublin; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [26964/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): An application for a
certificate of naturalisation from the person in
question was received in the Citizenship Section
of my Department in April 2005.

Officials in that Section inform me that pro-
cessing of the application has commenced and the
file will be forwarded to me in the near future for
a decision. I will inform the Deputy and the per-
son concerned when I have reached a decision on
the matter.

Garda Stations.

448. Deputy Dan Neville asked the Minister for
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Justice, Equality and Law Reform if he will
provide the necessary extra funding to increase
the number of Gardaı́ at Kilfinane Garda Station,
County Limerick; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [26994/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): As of 31 October 2007,
the latest date for which figures are readily avail-
able, the personnel strength of the Limerick Div-
ision was 566. Kilfinane is covered by the Bruff
District. The personnel strength of the Bruff Dis-
trict on the same date was 41. Local Garda man-
agement is satisfied that policing in the area
adequately caters for the needs of the community
in Kilfinane.

The Deputy will appreciate that, as with any
large organisation, on any given day the overall
strength of the organisation may fluctuate due,
for example, to retirements, resignations etc.

It is the responsibility of the Garda Com-
missioner to allocate personnel throughout the
force taking everything into account. The
situation will be kept under review and when
additional personnel next become available the
needs of Kilfinane Garda Station will be fully
considered by him within the overall context of
the needs of Garda Districts/Divisions through-
out the country.

Residency Permits.

449. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Mini-
ster for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
number of aged out minors who are awaiting a
decision on the application to remain here; and
the distribution of these applicants by duration
waiting for a decision. [27009/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): The statistics compiled
by my Department are not prepared in a way that
would make it possible to supply this information.

Crime Levels.

450. Deputy Noel J. Coonan asked the Minister
for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the number
of crimes reported across all headings from 2002
to date in 2007 in County Tipperary; the number
of successful convictions that have been recorded
for each; the number of cases pending; the
number of unsolved cases; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [27016/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): Following the sub-
mission in 2004 of a report and recommendations
by an expert group on crime statistics, it was
decided that the compilation and publication of
crime statistics should be taken over by the Cen-
tral Statistics Office, as the national statistical
agency, from the Garda Sı́ochána. The Garda
Sı́ochána Act 2005 consequently makes provision

for this and the CSO has established a dedicated
unit for this purpose. Following the setting up of
the necessary technical systems and auditing of
the data from which the statistics are compiled,
the CSO is now compiling and publishing crimi-
nal statistics and has published provisional head-
line crime statistics since the third quarter of
2006. In addition, it has compiled and published
a series of quarterly and annual statistics for the
period starting with the first quarter of 2003. I
understand that the CSO are examining how the
crime statistics published might be expanded and
made more comprehensive.

I have requested the CSO to provide the statis-
tics sought by the Deputy directly to him.

Residency Permits.

451. Deputy Noel J. Coonan asked the Minister
for Justice, Equality and Law Reform when a
decision will be made on an application for resi-
dency in respect of a person (details supplied) in
County Tipperary. [27020/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): I am informed by the
Immigration Division of my Department that a
decision in relation to the application for resi-
dence in the State based on EU Treaty Rights
issued to the person concerned on 5th June 2007.

The application for residence in the State was
refused under Regulation 3(2) of S.I. 656 of 2006
(Free Movement of Persons Regulations). This
Regulation requires that in order to avail of resi-
dency rights under these Regulations, applicants
must submit evidence showing lawful residence
in another EU Member State prior to arrival in
Ireland. The person in question did not meet the
criteria for eligibility for residence in the State in
accordance with Regulation 3(2). The vires of this
Regulation was recently upheld in the High
Court. The matter is under appeal to the
Supreme Court.

Citizenship Applications.

452. Deputy Mary O’Rourke asked the Mini-
ster for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if he
will review the case of a person (details supplied)
in County Westmeath. [27032/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): An application for a
certificate of naturalisation from the person
referred to in the Deputy’s Question was received
in the Citizenship Section of my Department in
August 2007.

The application has not been examined in
detail. Examination of the residency requirement
will take place in the near future and the appli-
cant will be contacted at that time informing them
when their application will be further examined
or of any shortfall in their residency.
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Residency Permits.

453. Deputy Mary O’Rourke asked the Mini-
ster for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if he
will review the case a person (details supplied) in
County Westmeath. [27033/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): The position in relation
to granting long term residency is as follows: Per-
sons who have been legally resident in the State
for over five years on the basis of work
permit/work authorisation/work visa conditions
may apply to the Immigration Division of my
Department for a five year residency extension.
In that context they may also apply to be exempt
from employment permit requirements.

The dependants of the aforementioned, who
have been legally resident in the State for over
five years may also apply for long term residency.
This particular long term permission does not
grant an exemption from employment permit
requirements to any such dependants. Time spent
in the State on student conditions cannot be
counted towards long term residency. While
applications for long term residency are under
consideration, the person concerned should
ensure that their permission to remain in the
State is kept up to date.

An application for long term residence from
the person referred to by the Deputy was
received in August 2006. I understand that appli-
cations received in July 2006 are currently being
dealt with. As soon as a decision is made on the
case, the person concerned will be notified.

Prisoner Releases.

454. Deputy Joe Costello asked the Minister
for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the status
of the case of a person (details supplied); and if
he will make a statement on the matter.
[27034/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): I am informed by the
Director General of the Irish Prison Service that
the prisoner referred to by the Deputy is cur-
rently serving a 4 year sentence in Portlaoise
Prison for membership of an illegal organisation.
He is due for release with remission of sentence
in March 2010.

Proposed Legislation.

455. Deputy Finian McGrath asked the Mini-
ster for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
position regarding the Judicial Council Bill.
[27044/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): I refer the Deputy to
my reply to Parliamentary Question number 158
of Tuesday 9 October 2007. I have nothing
further to add to the details of that reply.

Peace Commissioners.

456. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Mini-
ster for Justice, Equality and Law Reform when
a person (details supplied) in County
Roscommon was appointed a peace com-
missioner; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27049/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): The person referred to
by the Deputy was appointed a Peace Com-
missioner by the then Minister for Justice Mr.
Michael Noonan T.D. on 1st March, 1984.

Citizenship Applications.

457. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Mini-
ster for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if his
attention has been drawn to the situation with
respect to applicants for Irish citizenship by
descendents of Irish emigrants to Argentina,
specifically persons (details supplied); if, having
regard to the strong links between Ireland and
Argentina that have been established in the
instant case and in view of the compelling argu-
ment of injustice, he will grant Irish citizenship
by way of naturalisation; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [27060/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): I assume the Deputy’s
question refers to Argentinian nationals whose
only direct lineal ancestor to have been born in
Ireland was a great-grandparent.

My Department has been engaged in extensive
correspondence over the last number of years in
relation to the question of Irish citizenship for the
three individuals concerned and the broader issue
of Irish citizenship for Argentinian nationals of
Irish descent.

The position is that the great-grandchildren of
persons born in Ireland can obtain Irish citizen-
ship by registering in the Foreign Births Register
provided either of their parents had at the time
of their birth acquired Irish citizenship through
registration in the Foreign Births Register. There
is one exception to that rule. If one parent had
registered in the Foreign Births Register prior to
31 December 1986, their child can register even
if the parent had not registered at the time of that
person’s birth.

If persons are not entitled to Irish citizenship
in these circumstances, they can apply for Irish
citizenship through naturalisation. Such appli-
cations are considered under the Irish Nationality
and Citizenship Acts 1956 — 2004. The applicant
must fulfil certain statutory requirements includ-
ing requirements in relation to residency.
However I am empowered to dispense with the
statutory conditions in whole or in part in certain
circumstances — for example where the applicant
is of Irish descent or Irish associations. Every
such application is decided upon on its individual
circumstances and in accordance with the law.
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The three persons referred to in the Deputy’s
question lodged applications for naturalisation in
2002. Having considered all of the information
available at that time, the three applications were
refused. It is, of course, open to the individuals to
apply again for naturalisation at any time in the
future. Any such applications will be considered
in the context of the legislation in force at that
time.

458. Deputy Phil Hogan asked the Minister for
Justice, Equality and Law Reform when a citizen-
ship application will be finalised in respect of a
person (details supplied) in County Carlow; and
if he will make a statement on the matter.
[27064/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): Officials in the Citizen-
ship Section of my Department inform me that
there is no record of an application for a certifi-
cate of naturalisation from the person referred to
in the Deputy’s Question.

Residency Permits.

459. Deputy Ruairı́ Quinn asked the Minister
for Justice, Equality and Law Reform, further to
Parliamentary Question No. 503 of 3 July 2007, if
his Department is dealing with applications sub-
mitted in September 2006; if so, if there is a
decision for a person (details supplied) who has
applied for long term residency; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [27112/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): As outlined in
Parliamentary Question put down for answer on
the 3rd July 2007 (No. 503), persons who have
been legally resident in the State for over five
years on the basis of work permit/work
authorisation/work visa conditions may apply to
the Immigration Division of my Department for
a five year residency extension. In that context
they may also apply to be exempt from employ-
ment permit requirements. While applications for
long term residency are under consideration, the
person concerned should ensure that their per-
mission to remain in the State is kept up to date.

An application for long term residence from
the person referred to by the Deputy was
received in September 2006. I understand that
applications received in July 2006 are currently
being dealt with. As soon as a decision is made
on the case, the person concerned will be notified.

International Agreements.

460. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the
Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if
and when Ireland will ratify the UN Convention
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; if
Ireland has signed the optional protocol; if not,

the rationale for not doing so; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [27117/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): Ireland was in the first
group of countries to sign, subject to ratification,
the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities when it opened for signature on 30
March 2007.

A high-level, cross-departmental implemen-
tation group was established earlier this year to
advise on any changes to the Government’s
National Disability Strategy that may be required
to enable the State ratify the Convention.

Ireland, among a substantial number of other
contracting States, has not signed the Optional
Protocol to the UN Convention. The matter will
be considered further in the context of a decision
to ratify the Convention.

Garda Investigations.

461. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister
for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the status
of an enquiry which was announced earlier in
2007 in relation to the unlawful death of a person
(details supplied); the number of interviews that
have been held; the number of persons inter-
viewed; the number of Gardaı́ interviewed; the
projected completion date of the enquiry; and if
he will make a statement on the matter.
[27140/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): I am informed by the
Garda authorities that the investigation into the
death of the person referred to is ongoing and
progress is being made. The investigation team is
based at Coolock Garda Station and is being
assisted by specialist units from the National Sup-
port Services, including the National Bureau of
Criminal Investigation.

To date over four hundred persons were inter-
viewed as witnesses and a similar number of
statements have been taken during the course of
this investigation. Nineteen persons have been
arrested and interviewed in connection with the
unlawful death of the person referred to.

A file on some aspects of this investigation has
been forwarded to the Office of the Director of
Public Prosecutions and continued consultation is
taking place.

I am further informed that Garda management
is satisfied that sufficient resources are allocated
to the investigation and as this is an ongoing
Garda investigation it would be inappropriate for
me to comment further at this time.

I am also informed that a Chief Superintendent
has been appointed to carry out an investigation
under the Garda Sı́ochána (Discipline) Regu-
lations, 1989, into potential breaches of discipline
by members of An Garda Sı́ochána in their deal-
ings with possible threats against the person
referred to. This investigation is also on-going
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and it would be inappropriate for me to comment
further at this time.

Registration of Title.

462. Deputy John O’Mahony asked the Mini-
ster for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
reason for the delay in issuing requested special
feature maps to a solicitor acting on behalf of a
person (details supplied) in County Mayo.
[27147/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): As the Deputy will be
aware, under the provisions of the Registration
of Deeds and Title Act 2006, the Property Regis-
tration Authority was established as and from 4
November, 2006. The Property Registration
Authority replaces the Registrar of Deeds and
Titles as the registering authority in relation to
property registration in Ireland and, subject to
the above Act, is independent in the performance
of its functions.

I would also like to refer the Deputy to a
service for TDs and Senators concerning the cur-
rent status of applications, such as the subject of
this question, which was introduced in May 2006.
The service was introduced, inter alia, to provide
a speedier and more cost effective alternative to
submitting Parliamentary Questions. This service,
which is operated by the Property Registration
Authority, is available all year round.

I can further inform the Deputy that his query
has been forwarded to the Property Registration
Authority for attention and direct reply via the
above mentioned service.

Garda Recruitment.

463. Deputy John Cregan asked the Minister
for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if An
Garda Sı́ochána provide employment oppor-
tunities for persons with disabilities; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [27186/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): I have requested the
information sought by the Deputy from the
Garda Commissioner. I will write to the Deputy
directly when this information is to hand.

Ministerial Staff.

464. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the number
of staff in his constituency office; the number of
these who are civil servants; the number who are
not; the cost to the Exchequer of the salaries and
expenses in a full year for the civil servants and
non-Civil Service staff; if he will provide the
information in tabular form; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [27211/07]

465. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the number

of staff in his private office; the number of these
who are civil servants; the number who are not;
the cost to the Exchequer of the salaries and
expenses in a full year for the civil servants and
non-Civil Service staff; if he will provide the
information in tabular form; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [27226/07]

466. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
number, for each Minister of State assigned to his
Department, of staff in their constituency office;
the number of these who are civil servants; the
number who are not; the cost to the Exchequer
of the salaries and expenses in a full year for the
civil servants and non-Civil Service staff; if she
will provide the information in tabular form; and
if he will make a statement on the matter.
[27241/07]

467. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
number, for each Minister of State assigned to his
Department, of staff in their private office; the
number of these who are civil servants; the
number who are not; the cost to the Exchequer
of the salaries and expenses in a full year for the
civil servants and non-Civil Service staff; if he will
provide the information in tabular form; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [27256/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 464 to 467, inclusive, together.

The number, grade and salary range of staff
employed in my private office and constituency
office, and those of this Department’s Ministers
of State, Mr Seán Power T.D. and Mr Conor
Lenihan T.D., are set out in the tables below.

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform, Brian Lenihan
T.D. Private Office

Civil Servants Number Salary Range

\

Higher Executive Officer 1 47,000 – 58,139

Executive Officer 2 30,628 – 50,510

Clerical Officer 7 23,221 – 37,652

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform, Brian Lenihan
T.D. Constituency Office

Civil Servants Number Salary Range

\

Higher Executive Officer 1 29,093 – 47,980

Clerical Officer 2 23,221 – 37,652

Non-Civil Servants

Personal Assistant 1 44,314 – 52,379

Personal Secretary 1 24,271 – 46,828
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Minister of State, Seán Power T.D. Private Office

Civil Servants Number Salary Range

\

Higher Executive Officer 1 46,646 – 59,213

Staff Officer 1 35,007 – 46,738

Clerical Officer 2 23,221 – 37,652

Minister of State, Seán Power T.D. Constituency Office

Civil Servants Number Salary Range

\

Clerical Officer 2 23,221 – 37,652

Non-Civil Servants

Personal Secretary 1 24,271 – 46,828

Minister of State, Conor Lenihan T.D. Private Office

Civil Servants Number Salary Range

\

Administrative Officer 1 41,222 – 58,250

Executive Officer 1 30,628 – 50,510

Clerical Officer 3 23,221 – 37,652

Minister of State, Conor Lenihan T.D. Constituency Office

Civil Servants Number Salary Range

\

Executive Officer 1 29,093 – 46,167

Clerical Officer 1 23,221 – 37,652

Non-Civil Servants

Personal Assistant 1 44,314 – 52,379

Personal Secretary 1 24,271 – 46,828

All of the above staff are entitled to travel and
subsistence expenses in accordance with relevant
Department of Finance Circulars.

The staffing levels of the private and constitu-
ency offices listed above, both mine and those of
the Ministers of State, comply with the Depart-
ment of Finance guidelines on the staffing of Min-
isterial Offices.

Deportation Orders.

468. Deputy Brian Hayes asked the Minister
for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the number
of deportations that have taken place in each year
over the past five years; the action his Depart-
ment is taking to close off the loophole whereby
unauthorised immigrants enter the Republic of
Ireland via Northern Ireland without proper resi-

dent or work permits; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27265/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): In determining whether
to make a deportation order or grant temporary
leave to remain in the State, I must have regard
to the eleven factors set out in Section 3(6) of the
Immigration Act, 1999, as amended, and Section
5 (Prohibition of Refoulement) of the Refugee
Act, 1996, as amended. Each case is considered
in the context of its own individual facts, merits
and circumstances.

The table below provides the deportation
statistics requested by the Deputy:

Year Number of Number of
deportation orders deportation orders

made effected

2002 2,430 521

2003 2,411 591

2004 2,915 599

2005 1,899 396

2006 1,566 302

Total 11,221 2,409

The effect of a deportation order is that the per-
son concerned must leave the State and remain
thereafter outside the State. A person who is the
subject of a deportation order may re-enter the
State legally by first seeking and obtaining the
revocation of his/her deportation order. Such an
application would require substantial grounds to
be successful. Any person attempting to return to
the State while still the subject of a valid deport-
ation order, is liable to arrest and detention pur-
suant to Section 5 of the Immigration Act, 1999,
as amended.

I can confirm that there are no fixed controls in
respect of persons travelling between North and
South and there is no possibility of introducing
such controls in the future. Of course I am con-
cerned, and I know that this concern is widely
shared both here and in Great Britain, that per-
sons can exploit this absence of fixed controls to
move illegally within the CTA. In this regard, I
would like to emphasise that the Garda National
Immigration Bureau, the British Border and
Immigration Agency and the British police work
closely together and run regular intelligence led
operations aimed at interrupting such illegal
movement. These joint operations have success-
fully prevented foreign nationals moving illegally
between the two jurisdictions. Officials from my
Department, the Garda National Immigration
Bureau and the British Border and Immigration
Agency are examining ways to further build on
this cooperation.
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Ministerial Staff.

469. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Mini-
ster for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
number and grades of staff employed in the office
of the Minister for State with special responsi-
bility for Children; and the annual cost of those
staff. [27272/07]

471. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Mini-
ster for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
number and grades of staff employed in the office
of the Minister for State with responsibility for
Disability Issues and Mental Health; and the
annual cost of those staff. [27287/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 469 and 471 together.

There are no staff of my Department based in
the offices of the Ministers of State to which the
Deputy’s two questions refer.

470. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Mini-
ster for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
number and grades of staff employed in Minister
for State with special responsibility for inte-
gration policy’s office; and the annual cost of
those staff. [27281/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): The number, grades
and salary range of staff employed in the Office
of the Minister of State for Integration is set out
in the following table.

Cavan/Monaghan CR DC AC CS SU I SG GD Total

District: Monaghan — — — 1 2 3 15 87 108

Clones — — — — — — 2 8 10

Newbliss — — — — — — 1 — 1

Clontibret — — — — — — 1 — 1

Scotstown — — — — — — 1 4 5

Emyvale — — — — — — 1 3 4

Smithboro — — — — — — — 1 1

District: Carrickmacross — — — — 1 1 8 33 43

Ballybay — — — — — — — 3 3

Castleblaney — — — — — — 5 26 31

Shantonagh — — — — — — 1 1 2

Corrinshigagh — — — — — — 1 1 2

Rockcory — — — — — — — 1 1

District: Cavan — — — — 1 1 8 59 69

Ballinagh — — — — — — 1 2 3

Arva — — — — — — 1 2 3

Stradone — — — — — — 1 1 2

Redhills — — — — — — — 1 1

Kilnaleck — — — — — — 1 1 2

Finea — — — — — — 1 2 3

Grade Number Salary Range

\

Private Secretary 1 41,222 – 58,250

Personal Secretary 1 24,271 – 46,828

Personal Assistant 1 44,314 – 52,379

Executive Officer 2 30,628 – 50,510

Clerical Officer 4 23,221 – 37,652

Question No. 471 answered with Question 469.

Garda Deployment.

472. Deputy Seymour Crawford asked the
Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the number of Garda stations open 24 hours per
day in County Monaghan; the number of person-
nel in each of the stations in the county; the
breakdown of the rank of the personnel in each
station; if he has satisfied himself that there are
sufficient Garda personnel available in the area
in view of the ongoing problems in the border
region particularly in view of the brutal murder
of a person (details supplied); and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [27294/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): The opening hours of
Garda Stations in the Cavan/Monaghan Division
are as set out in the following table.

The personnel strength of all Gardaı́, by rank,
as of 31 October last, the latest date for which
figures are readily available, in each Garda
Station in the Cavan/Monaghan Division is as set
out in the table hereunder.
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Cavan/Monaghan CR DC AC CS SU I SG GD Total

District: Bailieboro — — — — 1 — 6 34 41

Kingscourt — — — — — — 1 5 6

Mullagh — — — — — — 1 1 2

Shercock — — — — — — 1 1 2

Tullyvin — — — — — — — 1 1

Virginia — — — — — — 1 4 5

Cootehill — — — — — — 1 7 8

Ballyjamesduff — — — — — — 1 3 4

District: Ballyconnell — — — — 1 1 4 18 24

Belturbet — — — — — — 1 1 2

Swanlinbar — — — — — — 1 2 3

Killeshandra — — — — — — 1 1 2

Bawnboy — — — — — — — 1 1

Ballinamore — — — — — — 1 4 5

Carrigallen — — — — — — 1 1 2

Total — — — 1 6 6 70 320 403

Key:— CR — Commissioner; DC — Deputy Commissioner; AC — Assistant Commissioner; CS — Chief Superintendent; SU —
Superintendent; IN — Inspector; SG — Sergeant; GD — Garda.

The Deputy will appreciate that, as with any large
organisation, on any given day the overall
strength of the organisation may fluctuate due,
for example, to retirements, resignations etc. It is
the responsibility of the Garda Divisional Officer
to allocate personnel within his or her Division
taking everything into account.

The situation will be kept under review by the
Garda Commissioner and when additional per-
sonnel next become available the needs of the
Cavan/Monaghan Garda Division will be fully
considered by him within the overall context of

Cavan/Monaghan Year Monday — Friday Saturday Sunday

District: Monaghan 10am – 1pm 10am – 1pm 12md – 2pm

Monaghan 10am – 1pm 10am – 1pm 12md – 2pm

Clones 10am – 1pm 10am – 1pm 12md – 2pm

Newbliss 10am – 1pm 10am – 1pm 12md – 2pm

Clontibret 10am – 1pm 10am – 1pm 12md – 2pm

Scotstown 10am – 1pm 10am – 1pm 12md – 2pm

Emyvale 10am – 1pm 10am – 1pm 12md – 2pm

Smithboro 10am – 1pm 10am – 1pm 12md – 2pm

District: Carrickmacross

Carrickmacross

Ballybay 10am – 1pm 10am – 1pm 12md – 2pm

Castleblayney

Shantonagh 10am – 1pm 10am – 1pm 12md – 2pm

Corrinshigagh 10am – 1pm 10am – 1pm 12md – 2pm

Rockcorry 10am – 1pm 10am – 1pm 12md – 2pm

District: Cavan

Cavan

Ballinagh 10am – 1pm 10am – 1pm 12md – 2pm

Arva 10am – 1pm 10am – 1pm 12md – 2pm

the needs of Garda Divisions throughout the
country.

With regard to the incident referred to by the
Deputy, this is an ongoing investigation and as
such it would be inappropriate to comment
further. I am informed by the Garda authorities
that they are satisfied that sufficient resources are
allocated to the investigation. The investigation
team is based at Monaghan Garda Station and is
being assisted by the National Support Services
including the National Bureau of Criminal Inves-
tigation and Garda Technical Bureau.
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Cavan/Monaghan Year Monday — Friday Saturday Sunday

Stradone 10am – 1pm 10am – 1pm 12md – 2pm

Redhills 10am – 1pm 10am – 1pm 12md – 2pm

Kilnaleck 10am – 1pm 10am – 1pm 12md – 2pm

Finea 10am – 1pm 10am – 1pm 12md – 2pm

District: Baileboro

Baileboro

Kingscourt 10am – 1pm 10am – 1pm 12md – 2pm

Mullagh 10am – 1pm 10am – 1pm 12md – 2pm

Shercock 10am – 1pm 10am – 1pm 12md – 2pm

Tullyvin subject to manpower subject to manpower subject to manpower
availibility availibility availibility

Virginia 10am – 1pm 10am – 1pm 12md – 2pm

Cootehill 10am – 1pm 10am – 1pm 12md – 2pm

Ballyjamesduff 10am – 1pm 10am – 1pm 12md – 2pm

District: Ballyconnell

Ballyconnell

Belturbet 10am – 1pm 10am – 1pm 12md – 2pm

Swanlinbar 10am – 1pm 10am – 1pm 12md – 2pm

Killeshandra 10am – 1pm 10am – 1pm 12md – 2pm

Bawnboy 10am – 1pm 10am – 1pm 12md – 2pm

Ballinamore 10am – 1pm 10am – 1pm 12md – 2pm

Carrigallen 10am – 1pm 10am – 1pm 12md – 2pm

Garda Investigations.

473. Deputy Seymour Crawford asked the
Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the meetings he has had with his counterparts in
charge of the PSNI in Northern Ireland since the
tragic death of a person (details supplied); if he
has satisfied himself that between the PSNI and
the Garda, they have sufficient power and per-
sonnel to bring the persons who carried out this
person’s murder to justice and that the forces of
law and order would take control of such a
situation; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27295/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): Responsibility for the
investigation of crime rests with the Garda
Sı́ochána.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that
the Garda investigation into the incident in ques-
tion is ongoing and that the Garda investigation
team based in Monaghan Garda Station is being
assisted by specialist Garda units, including the
National Bureau of Criminal Investigation and
the Garda Technical Bureau.

I am further informed that the Garda Sı́ochána
is working closely with the Police Service of
Northern Ireland, which has appointed a liaison
officer to liaise directly with the Garda investi-
gation team. Enquiries are being conducted at
local level and information is being exchanged on
a police-to-police basis. The exchange of evidence
can and will be dealt with through established

procedures, including by means of mutual legal
assistance requests.

I am assured by the Garda authorities that
sufficient resources are available and have been
allocated to the ongoing investigation.

Public Order Offences.

474. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Mini-
ster for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
number of anti-social behaviour orders issued in
counties Carlow and Kilkenny in respect of adults
and young people; his views on whether this legis-
lation is effective; if it is envisaged that the
number of orders will be increased in view of the
recent rise in anti-social behaviour in both coun-
ties; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27296/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): Part 11 of the Criminal
Justice Act 2006, which provides for civil pro-
ceedings in relation to anti-social behaviour by
adults, was commenced on 1 January, 2007. Part
13 of the Act relating to anti-social behaviour by
children was commenced on 1 March, 2007.
These provisions set out an incremental pro-
cedure for addressing anti-social behaviour by
adults and children. With regard to children,
these range from a warning from a member of
An Garda Sı́ochána, to a good behaviour contract
involving the child and his or her parents or
guardian, to referral to the Garda Juvenile Diver-
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sion Programme and to the making of a behav-
iour order by the Children’s Court.

In setting up this regime, the intention was that
these warnings or good behaviour contracts
would themselves address the problem behav-
iour. It is only if they fail that a civil order (in the
case of an adult) or a behaviour order (in the case
of a child) would be applied for by An Garda
Sı́ochána.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that up
to 30 September, 2007, 264 behaviour warnings
have been issued to adults and 80 behaviour
warnings to children. Where these do not succeed
in altering a person’s behaviour, they will culmi-
nate in An Garda Sı́ochána applying to the courts
for an order.

During this period the Carlow/Kildare Garda
Division, which includes Carlow Garda District,
issued 16 behaviour warnings to adults and two

EU Measure Transposition date Current position

1 Council Directive 2004/82/EC of 29 April 6/09/2006 The transposition date does not apply to
2004 on the obligation of carriers to Ireland as this is a Schengen-related
communicate passenger data measure and therefore the deadline only

applies to Schengen Member States. The
Immigration, Residence and Protection
Bill will, in the main, provide the
legislative vehicle for implementing the
provisions of this Directive.

2 Council Directive 2005/85/EC of 1 1/12/20071/12/2008 Irish law and practice in this area is already
December 2005, relating to the minimum (Article 15) substantially in compliance with the terms
standards concerning the procedure for of this Directive. The forthcoming
granting and withdrawal of refugee status Immigration, Residence and Protection
in the Member States Bill will include provisions to restate the

law on refugee and other protection
procedures with some amendments. This
restatement will also be in compliance
with Ireland’s obligations under the
Directive.

3 Council Directive 2004/113/EC of 13 21/12/2007 It is intended that Council Directive
December 2004 implementing the 2004/113/EC will be transposed into
principle of equal treatment between men domestic law by way of Committee Stage
and women in the access to and supply of amendment to the Civil Law
goods and services (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2006,

currently before the Oireachtas.

4 Council Directive 2002/90/EC defining the 5/12/2004 The transposition date does not apply to
facilitation of unauthorised entry, transit Ireland as this is a Schengen-related
and residence measure and therefore the deadline only

applies to Schengen Member States. The
legislative changes required to transpose
this Directive will be brought forward by
means of the Criminal Justice
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill which is
expected to be published this year.

5 Council Directive 2001/40/EC of 28 May Original deadline The transposition date does not apply to
2001 on the mutual recognition of 2/12/2002 Ireland as this is a Schengen-related
decisions on the expulsion of third measure and therefore the deadline only
country nationals applies to Schengen Member States. The

instrument may be repealed by the draft
Council Directive on common standards
on procedures in Member States for
returning illegally staying third country
nationals. Discussions on this instrument
are ongoing in Brussels.

to children. The Waterford/Kilkenny Garda Div-
ision, which includes the Kilkenny and
Thomastown Garda Districts, issued seven
behaviour warnings to adults and three to chil-
dren in the same period.

Figures are provisional, operational and liable
to change.

EU Directives.

475. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the
Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the EU Directives awaiting incorporation into
Irish law in his Department; the deadline for
incorporation; the date he foresees for implemen-
tation of each directive; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [27315/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): The information
requested by the Deputy is set out in the follow-
ing table.
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EU Measure Transposition date Current position

6 Directive 2006/24/EC of 15 March 2006 of 15/9/2007 Ireland is challenging the legal basis for this
the European Parliament and Council on Directive before the European Court of
the retention of data generated or Justice. Legal advice has been sought on
processed in connection with the the position in relation to transposition of
provision of publicly available electronic this Directive.
communications services or of public
communications networks and amending
Directive 2002/58/EC.

7 Directive 2005/60/EC of the European 15/12/2007 Preparation of the Heads of a Money
Parliament and the Council of 26 October Laundering Bill to transpose the
2005 on the prevention of the use of requirements of Directive 2005/60/EC,
financial systems for the purpose of the third money laundering Directive, is
money laundering and terrorist financing at an advanced stage. My Department is

working closely with the Department of
Finance on this proposed Bill.

Crime Levels.

476. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the
Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the number of crimes that have been committed
by inmates of each prison, for which they have
received convictions; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27318/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): I am providing infor-
mation to the Deputy on prisoners currently serv-
ing prison sentences. In that regard, I am
informed by the Director General of the Irish
Prison Service that on the 2 November, 2007,
there were 3,342 prisoners in custody, of whom
2,641 were serving a prison sentence for one or
more offences. The balance were either on
remand or in custody on immigration related
issues.

A breakdown of the offences for which they
are serving sentences is set out in the following
table. In cases where a person is serving multiple
sentences, they are categorised on the basis of
their most serious offence.

Offence Group Total

Murder 226

Manslaughter 82

Sexual Offences 230

Other Offences against the person 373

Offences against property with violence 93

Offences against property without violence 647

Drug Offences 435

Road Traffic Offences 190

Other 365

Total 2,641

The compilation of statistics relating to all
offences for which prisoners have been convicted
in the context of their current sentences or pre-
vious ones, if applicable, on an individual pris-
oner basis, would require a disproportionate and

inordinate amount of staff time and effort to pre-
pare and could not be justified in current circum-
stances where there are other significant demands
on resources.

Residency Permits.

477. Deputy Tom Sheahan asked the Minister
for Justice, Equality and Law Reform when per-
sons (details supplied) in County Kerry can
expect their case to be dealt with. [27437/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): I am informed by the
Immigration Division of my Department that
there is no record of an application for permission
to remain from the persons referred to by the
Deputy.

The persons concerned should contact the
Immigration Division of my Department,
General Immigration, 3rd Floor, 13/14 Burgh
Quay, Dublin 2, outlining their future intentions
in the State and enclosing supporting docu-
mentation.

Departmental Correspondence.

478. Deputy Mary Upton asked the Minister
for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the steps
he will take to rectify the effects on a person
(details supplied) in Dublin 12 of the error which
he acknowledges to have taken place in
responding to inquiries about correspondence
relating to concerns about child abuse; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [27440/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): As I stated in my
answer to the Deputy’s Question No 536 of 16
October, I have been informed by the Garda
authorities that allegations made in the two
pieces of correspondence referred to in my pre-
vious answer had already been contained in a
statement made to An Garda Sı́ochána during the
investigation in 1994. These allegations were fully
investigated at that time and a file was forwarded
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to the Law Officers who directed that there
should be no prosecution.

Residency Permits.

479. Deputy Damien English asked the Mini-
ster for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
reason a person (details supplied) in County
Meath received a stamp three visa instead of a
stamp four visa; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [27469/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): I have reviewed the cir-
cumstances of the case and will arrange for a
stamp 4 to be granted to the person concerned.

Citizenship Applications.

480. Deputy Damien English asked the Mini-
ster for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
position regarding an application by a person
(details supplied); and when he expects this appli-
cation to be decided on. [27471/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): An application for a
certificate of naturalisation from the person
referred to in the Deputy’s Question was received
in the Citizenship Section of my Department in
June 2006.

Officials in that Section are currently pro-
cessing applications received at the beginning of
2005 and have approximately 6,400 applications
on hand to be dealt with before that of the person
in question. These are generally dealt with in
chronological order as this is deemed to be the
fairest to all applicants. It is likely, therefore, that
further processing of the application will com-
mence in early 2009.

I will inform the Deputy and the person con-
cerned when I have reached a decision on the
matter.

Closed Circuit Television Systems.

481. Deputy Michael D’Arcy asked the Mini-
ster for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
expected timetable for the installation of closed
circuit television in Courtown, County
Wexford. [27557/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): The Community-based
CCTV Scheme was put in place in June 2005 in
response to a demonstrated demand from local
communities across Ireland for CCTV systems. It
is designed to provide financial assistance from
my Department to qualifying local organisations
towards meeting the capital costs associated with
the establishment of local community-run CCTV
systems. The scheme operates at two levels: initial

funding for the assessment of needs and substan-
tive funding for fully developed proposals.
Matching funding for RAPID areas is available
from the Department of Community, Rural and
Gaeltacht Affairs. Pobal has been engaged to
administer the Scheme on behalf of my
Department.

I have been informed by Pobal that to date no
application has been received under the Com-
munity-based CCTV Scheme from any group in
Courtown, County Wexford. I am committed to
the further expansion of the community-based
CCTV around the country and this process is
ongoing. It is intended to invite applications for
funding under the Community-based CCTV
Scheme periodically and it will be open to any
group to submit an application for funding.
Further details of the scheme and relevant docu-
mentation are available at my Department’s web-
site (www.justice.ie) or at Pobal’s website
(www.pobal.ie).

Citizenship Applications.

482. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the
Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
the position in the matter of a citizenship appli-
cation in the case of a person (details supplied)
in County Kildare; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27559/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): An application for a
certificate of naturalisation from the person
referred to in the Deputy’s Question was received
in the Citizenship Section of my Department in
May 2006.

Officials in that Section are currently pro-
cessing applications received at the beginning of
2005 and have approximately 6,000 applications
on hand to be dealt with before that of the person
concerned. These are generally dealt with in
chronological order as this is deemed to be the
fairest to all applicants. It is likely, therefore, that
further processing of the application will com-
mence in early 2009.

I will inform the Deputy and the person in
question when I have reached a decision on the
matter.

483. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the
Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
if he has received an application for subsidiary
protection in the case of a person (details
supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [27560/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): I refer the Deputy to
Parliamentary Questions No. 897 & 1026 of
Wednesday, 26 September, 2007 and the written
reply to those questions. The position remains the
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same, with the exception that the person con-
cerned has made an application for Subsidiary
Protection under the European Communities
(Eligibility for Protection) Regulations, 2006, S.I.
No. 518 of 2006. A decision on this application
will be made in my Department in due course.

Garda Deployment.

484. Deputy Damien English asked the Mini-
ster for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
number of personnel within the Garda who are
assigned to investigate the sale of counterfeit
goods to the public; the district that each covers;
and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[27561/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): Incidents relating to the
sale or supply of counterfeit goods reported to
the Garda Sı́ochána are subject to investigation.
Members of a specialist unit within the National
Bureau of Criminal Investigation are available to
provide assistance and advice in respect of such
investigations at District and Divisional level. The
personnel strength of the National Bureau of
Criminal Investigation as at 31 October 2007, the
latest date for which figures are readily available,
was 93.

The sale of goods at markets is the subject of
regular and ongoing monitoring by Gardaı́ for
counterfeit goods and products.

Members of the Garda Sı́ochána have also
been involved in a number of operations with the
Police Service of Northern Ireland regarding
investigations into suspected counterfeit goods
which have resulted in the seizure and recovery
of substantial quantities of counterfeit goods.

Public Order Offences.

485. Deputy Michael Kennedy asked the Mini-
ster for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
number of anti-social behaviour orders and warn-
ings issued by gardaı́ in Dublin north; the number
at each station; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [27563/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): Part 11 of the Criminal
Justice Act 2006, which provides for civil pro-
ceedings in relation to anti-social behaviour by
adults, was commenced on 1 January, 2007. Part
13 of the Act relating to anti-social behaviour by
children was commenced on 1 March, 2007.
These provisions set out an incremental pro-
cedure for addressing anti-social behaviour by
adults and children. With regard to children,
these range from a warning from a member of
An Garda Sı́ochána, to a good behaviour contract
involving the child and his or her parents or
guardian, to referral to the Garda Juvenile Diver-

sion Programme and to the making of a behav-
iour order by the Children’s Court.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that up
to 30 September, 2007, 284 behaviour warnings to
adults and 80 behaviour warnings to children
have been issued.

During this period the Dublin Metropolitan
Region North Garda Division issued eight behav-
iour warnings to adults. Figures are provisional,
operational and liable to change.

Garda Reserve.

486. Deputy Michael Kennedy asked the Mini-
ster for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the
number of Reserve gardaı́ allocated to all stations
in the Dublin north area; the numbers at each
station in the region; the date of their entrance;
their expected duties; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27564/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): The total personnel
strength of the Garda Reserve including trainees
as at the 2nd November 2007 was 247. A total of
171 members are fully attested.

There are currently 20 Garda Reserve
members allocated to DMR (Dublin Metropoli-
tan Region) North Division — 15 attested and
5 unattested. There are also 20 Garda Reserve
members allocated to DMR North Central Div-
ision — 16 attested and 4 unattested.

DMR North — 20 Garda Reserve members

Ballymun: one (1) member who joined 28th
April 2007

Balbriggan: two (2) members who joined
28th April 2007

Clontarf: one (1) member who joined 20th
January 2007

Coolock: three (3) members two (2) who
joined 20th January 2007 and one (1) who
joined 28th April 2007

Raheny: three (3) members who joined 20th
January 2007

Santry: two (2) members who joined 20th
January 2007

Swords: three (3) members who joined 20th
Jan 2007

There are 5 unattested Garda Reserve
members in DMR North Division — one (1) in
Ballymun, who joined 9th June 2007 and four
(4) in Santry Garda District, who joined 6th
October 2007

DMR North Central — 20 Garda Reserve
members

Bridewell: four (4) members who joined 3rd
March 2007
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Fitzgibbon Street: two (2) members who
joined 3rd March 2007

Store Street: ten (10) members who joined
30th September 2006

There are four (4) unattested Garda Reserve
members in the Division allocated to Store
Street, who all joined on 14th July 2007.

Recruitment for the Garda Reserve is ongoing
and as additional members become available
more will be assigned to the DMR North and
North Central Divisions.

The Garda Commissioner has initially deter-
mined that the duties of a Garda Reserve
member shall include the following:—

• Station duty, other than the care and cus-
tody of prisoners.

• Assistant to the station orderly.

• Communications room duty, to include
monitoring CCTV.

• Foot patrol, accompanied by a member of
the full-time Garda service.

• Static security duty.

• Road Traffic checkpoint duties,
accompanied by a full time member.

• Duty at the outer cordon of major events
such as festivals and major sporting events.

• Assisting in the event of accidents, fires and
major emergencies.

• Giving evidence in court.

• Community / Neighbourhood Policing

A Garda Reserve member may only be assigned
duties by, or on behalf of, the relevant District
Officer. The relevant District Officer is the Dis-
trict Officer for the district wherein the Garda
reserve member is stationed.

Safety Camera System.

487. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Mini-
ster for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if the
new national speed camera system will be used
to gather information on traffic flows, to monitor
traffic to enable rapid response to the main traffic
congestion situations and accidents; if he will plan
for future traffic needs; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [24364/07]

488. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Mini-
ster for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if the
new national speed camera system will be used to
actively pursue road traffic offences and com-
pliance with rules of the road; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [24363/07]

489. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Mini-
ster for Justice, Equality and Law Reform when
the roll out of the national speed camera system
will commence; the details of the scheme; and if
he will make a statement on the matter.
[24361/07]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Deputy Brian Lenihan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 487 to 489, inclusive, together.

In accordance with EU Directives, national
public procurement procedures and relevant
legislation, a Request for Information (RFI) for
the provision and operation of safety cameras on
behalf of An Garda Sı́ochána was published on
the Government’s procurement website on 24
November, 2006. Following the evaluation of the
submissions received in respect of the RFI a total
of six companies/consortia were short-listed in
February 2007 to participate in the next stage of
the process.

A detailed Request for Tender (RFT) was
issued to the six short-listed candidates, with a
closing date of 23 August, 2007 set for receipt of
tenders. The process of selecting a preferred bid-
der is well advanced. Roll-out of the cameras
would be dependent, inter alia, on the conclusion
of contract discussions with the preferred bidder.

The purpose of the safety camera initiative is
to enhance overall road safety and help reduce
the numbers of deaths and serious injuries on our
roads by reducing the incidence of drivers
exceeding the speed limits set. The operational
criteria to be applied will be determined by An
Garda Sı́ochána, and the deployment of cameras
will be focused on locations where there is an
established or prospective risk of collisions.
Speed monitoring will take place on the basis of
a matrix which will link the monitoring to speed
related collision data.

With a view to ensuring on-going appropriate
deployment of safety cameras, the service pro-
vider will conduct regular speed surveys at
locations identified as having the greatest propen-
sity for speed related collisions.

The requirements of a system to monitor the
individual speed of vehicles and one to gain
broader information with a view to traffic man-
agement obviously differ. I am informed by the
Garda authorities that the safety cameras
operated by the service provider will be used for
speed enforcement only. It is not currently envis-
aged that the safety camera system will be used
for traffic management or the pursuit of other
road traffic offences.

Planning Issues.

490. Deputy Róisı́n Shortall asked the Minister
for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if he will set out the regulations,
including reference to the specific article and
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paragraph which details when a local authority
may attach conditions which make significant
changes to the original and advertised planning
application, without requiring a separate appli-
cation; if he will provide this Deputy with any
circulars which set out the way a planning auth-
ority must act when they make significant
changes to an original planning application under
conditions; the criteria that is applied to
determining what is significant and what is not in
these circumstances; his views on whether local
authorities acting in this way place potential
objectors at a disadvantage; and his plans to
require a further notice to be erected or other
such means to notify interested parties of the pro-
posed changes to the original proposal for such
circumstances. [26888/07]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
Section 34 of the Planning and Development Act
2000 enables a planning authority to grant a plan-
ning permission subject to or without conditions
as appropriate. While the interpretation of plan-
ning legislation is a matter in each case for the
planning authority concerned and ultimately for
the Courts, the legislation sets out that in making
decisions on planning applications, planning auth-
orities must consider the proper planning and sus-
tainable development of the area, having regard
to the provisions of the development plan, any
submissions or observations received, and rel-
evant Ministerial or Government policies.

While the legislation does not specifically
address the question of planning conditions which
would make significant changes to the appli-
cation, my Department’s Development Manage-
ment Guidelines for Planning Authorities, issued
in June 2007, states, under the heading “Condi-
tions directly departing from the application”
that:

“A condition that radically alters the nature
of the development to which the application
relates will usually be unacceptable. For
example, a condition should not require the
omission of a use, which forms an essential part
of a proposed development, or a complete re-
design of a development. If there is a fundamen-
tal objection to a significant part of a develop-
ment proposal, and this cannot fairly be dealt
with in isolation from the rest of the proposal,
the proper course is to refuse permission for
the whole.”

These Guidelines, which are available on my
Department’s website at www.environ.ie, were
issued under section 28 of the Planning and
Development Act 2000 and planning authorities
and An Bord Pleanála are required to have
regard to them in the exercise of their planning
functions.

Finally, in relation to site notices, the Prog-
ramme for Government sets out a clear commit-
ment to review planning regulations to strengthen
the provision regarding potential abuse of public
notice provisions. My Department is currently
examining this issue.

Mortgage Assistance Payment.

491. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister
for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if he will take steps to ensure that
a mortgage assistance payment due to a person
(details supplied) in County Westmeath which
has been duly approved, will now be awarded;
and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[26920/07]

Minister of State at the Department of the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): On receipt of a claim
for payment from the lending agency concerned,
my Department will arrange for payment of the
allowance as soon as possible.

Water and Sewerage Schemes.

492. Deputy Emmet Stagg asked the Minister
for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government further to Parliamentary Question
No. 617 of 23 October 2007 and No. 559 of 16
October 2007 if he will answer that part of the
question that referred to future provision of
water for human consumption for County Kildare
and whether plans are being prepared to provide
such supply from the River Shannon; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [27001/07]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
Details of water supply schemes in Kildare that
I have approved for funding are set out in my
Department’s Water Services Investment Prog-
ramme 2007-2009, published in September 2007,
which is available in the Oireachtas Library. The
position regarding the proposal to provide
additional water supplies for the Greater Dublin
Area, including parts of Co Kildare, from the
Shannon is set out in the reply to Question No.
204 of 1 November 2007.

Rural Renewal Scheme.

493. Deputy John Perry asked the Minister for
the Environment, Heritage and Local Govern-
ment when a rural renewal eligibility inspection
will be carried out by officials from his Depart-
ment for a person (details supplied) in County
Sligo; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27041/07]
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Minister of State at the Department of the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Deputy Batt O’Keeffe): An inspection with a
view to issuing a Certificate of Compliance, if in
order, will be carried out as soon as possible.

Litter Pollution.

494. Deputy Michael Kennedy asked the Mini-
ster for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if he will investigate the feasibility
of imposing a levy on the sale of cable ties used
for public postering and that this levy be dis-
bursed to local authorities to cover their costs in
the removal of these cable ties from public utility
poles and for the tracking of their use; the legis-
lation that will be needed to do same; if he has
proposals in place in relation to these matters;
and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[27067/07]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): I
have no proposals to introduce a levy on cable
ties. These items are used primarily for binding
electric cables or wires, to keep wires away from
moving parts and to help trace and service wiring
systems. They are also commonly used to prevent
hub-caps from falling off moving vehicles. While
I agree that the use of cable ties for public poster-
ing needs to be discouraged, I do not believe that
the imposition of a levy on sales of the product
would be a proportionate response as most sales
are likely to be for legitimate purposes.

Section 19 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997
makes it an offence to exhibit articles or adver-
tisements on property in, or visible from, a
public place without the prior written authority
of the relevant owner, occupier or person in
charge of that property. This provision also
extends to any ties used to secure such adver-
tisements. Exemptions are provided in the case
of advertisements advertising a public meeting,
other than an auction, and in relation to certain
election posters; however, the advertisement
and all related cable ties must be removed at
the latest seven days after the date of such
meeting or election.

Under the Litter Pollution Acts 1997 to 2003
primary responsibility for developing and
implementing responses to litter pollution rests
with local authorities. It is a matter for each
local authority to ensure that its functional area
is, as far as practicable, kept free of litter and
that cleaning, including the removal of cable
ties associated with public postering, is sched-
uled to achieve this.

It is the duty of all political parties and
others involved in public meetings, elections
and referenda to comply with litter legislation.

My Department has reminded local authorities
and political parties regularly of the relevant
provisions of litter legislation in the context of
elections, in particular the requirements of the
Litter Pollution Acts 1997 to 2003 to remove
posters and poster ties within 7 days of polling.

Urban Renewal Schemes.

495. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the
Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government if he will amend the Derelict
Sites Act 1980 to ensure that commercial and
residential properties are not allowed to fall into
dereliction and that the amended Act be
strengthened in order that such properties can be
procured by compulsory purchase by local auth-
orities; and if he will ensure that all derelict site
fees are fully pursued and collected by local auth-
orities under existing legislation. [27108/07]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and

Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): The
Derelict Sites Act 1990 imposes a general duty
on every owner and occupier of land to take all
reasonable steps to ensure that the land does not
become or continue to be a derelict site. It also
imposes a duty on local authorities to take all
reasonable steps (including the exercise of any
appropriate statutory powers) to ensure that any
land within their functional area does not become
or continue to be a derelict site. To this end, local
authorities are empowered to direct the owner of
land to take specified measures to prevent it
becoming or continuing to be a derelict site, to
acquire by agreement or compulsorily any derel-
ict site within their functional area, or to take
appropriate steps with a view to the imposition of
a levy on derelict sites. It is a matter for local
authorities to pursue payment of a derelict sites
levy, which may be recovered as a simple contract
debt in any court of competent jurisdiction and
which is a charge on the land concerned until it
is paid.

Local Government Organisation.

496. Deputy Enda Kenny asked the Minister
for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if he will examine the need for a
town council for Lucan in view of the fact that it
now has a population of 38,000 and needs its own
dedicated local authority; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [27182/07]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): The
Programme for Government contains a commit-
ment to publish a Green Paper on Local Govern-
ment in the coming months. This Paper will
examine a number of issues in relation to the
organisation of Irish local government including
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the establishment of new town councils in those
towns that have shown significant population
growth in recent years. A White Paper on Local
Government will then follow next year.

Ministerial Staff.

497. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the number of staff in his constitu-
ency office; the number of these who are civil ser-
vants; the number who are not; the cost to the
Exchequer of the salaries and expenses in a full
year for the civil servants and non-civil service
staff; if he will provide the information in tabular
form; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27207/07]

498. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the number of staff in his private
office; the number of these who are civil servants;
the number who are not; the cost to the
Exchequer of the salaries and expenses in a full
year for the civil servants and non-civil service
staff; if he will provide the information in tabular
form; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27222/07]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 497 and 498
together.

The staffing composition of my private and
constituency offices (detailing permanent civil
servants and temporary unestablished civil
servants) is set out in the following tables.

Private Office

Permanent Civil Servants Temporary Unestablished
Civil Servants

7 2

Constituency Office

Permanent Civil Servants Temporary Unestablished
Civil Servants

4 2

In the period 14 June to end October 2007, salary
costs for the permanent civil servants and tem-
porary unestablished civil servants, detailed
above, amounted to \149,039.60 and \88,351.47
respectively.

Travel and Subsistence expenses are paid as
the need arises in accordance with Department of
Finance Guidelines; in the period 14 June to the
end of October 2007 these amounted to \1,992.20
in respect of permanent civil servants; no Travel

and Subsistence expenses have been claimed in
respect of temporary unestablished civil servants.

499. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the number, for each Minister of
State assigned to his Department, of staff in their
constituency office; the number of these who are
civil servants; the number who are not; the cost
to the Exchequer of the salaries and expenses in
a full year for the civil servants and non civil
service staff; if she will provide the information
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [27237/07]

500. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the number, for each Minister of
State assigned to his Department, of staff in their
private office; the number of these who are civil
servants; the number who are not; the cost to the
Exchequer of the salaries and expenses in a full
year for the civil servants and non civil service
staff; if he will provide the information in tabular
form; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27252/07]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 499 and 500
together.

The staffing composition of the private and
constituency offices of the Ministers of State at
my Department are set out in the following
tables.

Minister Tony Killeen: Private Office

Permanent Civil Servants Temporary Unestablished
Civil Servants

3 0

Departmental Staff.

501. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Mini-
ster for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the performance objectives set out
in respect of posts in which bonuses in his
Department are paid; the way the performance is
measured; and the way the performance related
to the targets set. [27264/07]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
Civil Service posts at the levels of Assistant Sec-
retary and Deputy Secretary are covered by a
scheme of performance related awards. Awards
made under the scheme in my Department are
made in accordance with Guidelines approved by
the Committee for Performance Awards in
November 2001. Details of the procedures, the
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numbers covered by the scheme, the range of
awards and the total amounts paid in Depart-
ments are outlined in the annual reports of the
Committee for Performance Awards which can
be accessed on the Department of Finance web-
site (www.finance.gov.ie).

The Department’s Statement of Strategy
2005-2007 sets out the high level objectives, key
strategies and related outputs across each of
the functional areas of the Department and
these inform the business plans of Divisions.
As performance objectives for specific posts
would clearly identify individuals, this is
regarded as personal information and is not
included in the Committee’s Reports.

Ministerial Staff.

502. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Mini-
ster for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the number and grades of staff
employed in Minister for State with special
responsibility for Environment and Energy’s
Office; and the annual cost of those staff.
[27277/07]

503. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Mini-
ster for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the number and grades of staff
employed in Minister for State with responsibility
for Older People’s Office; and the annual cost of
those staff. [27290/07]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and

Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 502 and 503
together.

The staffing composition of the office of the
Minister of State with special responsibility for

Directive Number and Title Date of Directive Date Due for Current Position on Directives Overdue
Transposition for Transposition

Directive 2003/35/EC of the European 26 May 2003 25 June 2005 Many of the provisions of this Directive
Parliament and of the Council are already provided for in existing
providing for public participation in legislation. Work is continuing on the
respect of the drawing up of certain outstanding instruments with a view
plans and programmes relating to the to completing transposition at the
environment and amending with earliest possible date.
regard to public participation and
access to justice Council Directives
85/337/EEC and 96/61/EC

Directive 2005/33/EC of the European 6 July 2005 11 August 2006 Drafting of regulations to transpose this
Parliament and of the Council Directive is ongoing. It is anticipated
amending Directive 1999/32/EC as that the Directive will be transposed
regards the sulphur content of marine by early 2008.
fuels

Directive 2004/107/EC of the European 15 December 2004 15 February 2007 Drafting of regulations to transpose this
Parliament and of the Council Directive is ongoing. It is anticipated
relating to arsenic, cadmium, mercury, that the Directive will be transposed
nickel and polycyclic aromatic by early 2008.
hydrocarbons in ambient air

Environment and Energy is set out in the follow-
ing table.

Number (Full Grade
time

Equivalents)

1 Higher Executive Officer (Private
Secretary)

2 Executive Officer

2 Clerical Officer

1 Personal Assistant (HEO Grade)

1 Personal Secretary (EO Grade)

Total costs (including salary and expenses) for
the above staff, in the period 20th June to the end
of October 2007, amounted to \81,894.74.

Staffing arrangements for the Office of the
Minister of State with responsibility for Older
People are dealt with by the Department of
Health and Children.

EU Directives.
504. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government the EU Directives awaiting
incorporation into Irish law in his Department;
the deadline for incorporation; the date he fore-
sees for implementation of each directive; and if
he will make a statement on the matter.
[27311/07]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): I am
fully aware of the importance of timely trans-
position of EU environmental legislation, some
200 items of which, including more than 140
Directives, have by now been transposed in this
country. There are currently four Directives in
my Department’s area of responsibility which are
outstanding for transposition. A further five
Directives are due for transposition between
March 2008 and May 2009. Details of these
Directives are set out in the following table.
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Directive Number and Title Date of Directive Date Due for Current Position on Directives Overdue
Transposition for Transposition

Directive 2004/35/EC of the European 21 April 2004 30 April 2007 Drafting of regulations to transpose this
Parliament and of the Council on Directive is ongoing with a view to
environmental liability with regard to completing transposition at the
the prevention and remedying of earliest possible date.
environmental damage

Directive 2006/7/EC of the European 15 February 2006 24 March 2008 —
Parliament and of the Council
concerning the management of
bathing water quality and repealing
Directive 76/160/EEC

Directive 2006/21/EC of the European 15 March 2006 1 May 2008 —
Parliament and of the Council on the
management of waste from extractive
industries and amending Directive
2004/35/EC

Directive 2006/66/CE of the European 26 September 2006 26 September 2008 —
Parliament and of the Council on
batteries and accumulators and waste
batteries and accumulators and
repealing Directive 91/157/EEC

Directive 2006/118/EC of the European 12 December 2006 16 January 2009 —
Parliament and of the Council on the
protection of groundwater against
pollution and deterioration

Directive 2007/2/EC of the European 14 March 2007 15 May 2009 —
Parliament and of the Council
establishing an Infrastructure for
Spatial Information in the European
Community (INSPIRE)

Waste Disposal.

505. Deputy Phil Hogan asked the Minister for
the Environment, Heritage and Local Govern-
ment if he will engage in consultation with news-
agents and newspaper owners to assist them in
the implementation of new EU regulations
regarding the disposal of unsold papers from
January 2008; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [27412/07]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): I am
not aware of any proposals for EU regulations
regarding the disposal of unsold newspapers as
suggested in the question.

The EU Landfill Directive sets challenging tar-
gets for the diversion of biodegradable waste,
including paper, from landfill. The Directive
requires that no later than 16 July 2016, biodeg-
radable municipal waste going to landfill must be
reduced to 35% of the total amount (by weight)
of biodegradable municipal waste produced in
1995. The National Strategy on Biodegradable
Waste sets recycling targets for paper and card-
board of 55% by 2010, 65% by 2013 and 67% by
2016. This compares with a recycling rate of just
under 50% achieved in 2005.

The attainment of these targets presents a for-
midable challenge for the sectors involved,
including the newsprint industry. Discussions are
ongoing between my Department and the news-
print industry with a view to developing a pro-

ducer responsibility initiative (PRI) for the recov-
ery and recycling of newspapers and magazines.
A Joint Industry Taskforce co-ordinated by
National Newspapers of Ireland (NNI) is leading
the negotiations with my Department.

Discussions have focused on waste prevention
and minimisation issues in the newsprint industry,
specifically the practice of “Boxing Out” i.e. over-
supply of newsprint; recovery and recycling of
unsold newspapers and magazines, and post–con-
sumer newsprint waste.

Since the establishment of the Taskforce pro-
gress has been made by the industry in increasing
the use of recycled paper in newsprint. My
Department has asked the Taskforce to develop
an industry code of practice with a view to
preventing and minimising waste in this sector.
At the suggestion of the Department, the
National Newspapers of Ireland (NNI) rep-
resenting the newsprint publishers have now
appointed an Environment Officer who is exam-
ining the issues referred to above. NNI have been
engaged recently in a further round of consul-
tations with the other Taskforce organisations. I
understand that NNI hope to complete work on
developing a proposal and that this will be sub-
mitted to my Department shortly. I am concerned
that a stable and sustainable industry initiative for
the management of this important waste stream
be developed as early as possible.

Water and Sewerage Schemes.

506. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister
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for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government his Department’s position in
relation to major scheme funding with regard to
the Rathmullan water scheme; if funding will be
released under the water conservation prog-
ramme; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27415/07]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): The
Cranford Regional Water Scheme, which
includes proposals to supply the Rathmullan area,
is included in my Department’s Water Services
Investment Programme 2007-2009 as a scheme to
advance through planning. My Department is
awaiting submission by Donegal County Council
of a Brief for the appointment of consultants to
prepare a Preliminary Report for the scheme.

Donegal County Council has also received an
allocation of \25.5m from my Department for
water conservation measures in public water sup-
ply networks. The Council submitted details of its
proposals to the Department last week. In the
case of schemes such as Rathmullan, the first step
would be the installation of management systems
to monitor water use and loss as a precursor to
the carrying out of any substantive mains
replacement.

Planning Issues.

507. Deputy Charlie O’Connor asked the Mini-
ster for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if he will discuss with South Dublin
County Council the proposal made by a group
(details supplied) in Dublin 24 to set up a
Tallaght community planning forum; if such pro-
vision is possible under current legislation; and if
he will make a statement on the matter.
[27421/07]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
There are no provisions in planning legislation for
the establishment of community planning fora.
Extensive public consultation by planning auth-
orities in relation to the making and variation of
development plans and local area plans is pro-
vided for under Part II of the Planning and
Development Act 2000, as amended by the Plan-
ning and Development (Amendment) Act 2002.

It is open to any community to establish a plan-
ning forum if it so wishes, and its relationship and
involvement with its local planning authority is a
matter in which I exercise no function.

Fire Fatalities.

508. Deputy Jim O’Keeffe asked the Minister
for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the number of fires leading to death

or serious injury in each of the past five years and
to date in 2007; and if he has fire safety pro-
posals. [27422/07]

Minister of State at the Department of the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Deputy Tony Killeen): Information from 2002 to
2005 on fatal fire incidents attended by fire brig-
ades is published in the Department’s Fire
Service Statistics Bulletin, copies of which are
available in the Oireachtas Library, and is also
available on the Department’s website at
www.environ.ie.

Year No. Fires No. Fatalities

2002 37 48

2003 31 34

2004 30 35

2005 38 41

Provisional figures for 2006 and to date in 2007
are 39 fires with 42 fatalities and 29 fires with 33
fatalities, respectively. The Department does not
compile statistics on serious injuries caused by
fire.

A Community Fire Safety Programme is being
advanced by the Department to enhance fire
safety generally and to contribute to bringing
about a safer society. A priority project under the
Programme dealing with fire safety in the home
is being implemented through educational and
promotional campaigns.

Radon Gas Levels.

509. Deputy Damien English asked the Mini-
ster for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the number of radon measuring kits
purchased from the Radiological Protection
Institute of Ireland since 5 April 2007; the
resulting levels of radon; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [27451/07]

Minister of State at the Department of the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Deputy Tony Killeen): The issue of sales of
radon measurement kits from the Radiological
Protection Institute of Ireland (RPII) is a com-
mercial matter for the Institute and as Minister I
have no function in the matter. Nevertheless the
Department does strongly encourage people in at
risk areas to have their premises tested. Test kits
are available from private service providers such
as hardware stores and from the RPII at a moder-
ate cost. If the measurement is high it is most
important that people take the appropriate reme-
diation measures and the Government would
urge people to do so in those circumstances.
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Dog Licences.

510. Deputy Damien English asked the Mini-
ster for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the number of people who have a
dog licence as of 31 December 2006; the amount
of money this raised in 2006; the number of
people prosecuted for not having a dog licence;
the estimated number of people who do not have
a dog licence who own a dog; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [27452/07]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
From information supplied to my Department by
local authorities, I understand that 197,779 indi-
vidual dog licences were issued in 2006. An
additional 395 general dog licences were also
issued in that year. A general dog licence author-
ises a person to hold an unspecified number of
dogs.

Returns from local authorities indicate that the
amount of money raised in 2006 through the issue
of licences and from on-the-spot fines was some
\2.6 million. 950 persons paid on-the-spot fines
and 103 were successfully prosecuted in 2006 for
breaches of Section 2 of the Control of Dogs Acts
1986-1992, relating to licensing requirements. The
number of dog owners without a licence is not
available to my Department.

Litter Pollution.

511. Deputy Damien English asked the Mini-
ster for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the number of people prosecuted
for litter offences in the first six months of 2007;
the number of on the spot fines made; the way
this compares to the first six months of 2006; and
if he will make a statement on the matter.
[27453/07]

Minister of State at the Department of the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Deputy Tony Killeen): Statistics on local auth-
ority enforcement action, including the number
of litter fines issued and prosecutions taken, are
submitted by local authorities to the Department
every six months; these figures are also available
in the Oireachtas Library. The number of on-the-
spot litter fines issued for the first six months of
2006 was 14,162. The number of prosecutions
taken during that period was 1,367. Statistics for
the first six months of 2007 are currently being
collated and final figures are not yet available.

512. Deputy Damien English asked the Mini-
ster for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if he will appoint a person to deal
with the problem of litter as recommended by
IBAL; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27454/07]

Minister of State at the Department of the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Deputy Tony Killeen): The IBAL (Irish Busi-
ness against Litter) League is an innovative
national anti-litter programme. It has raised
awareness of the litter problem in participating
towns and cities and helped stimulate local busi-
ness and community groups to do something
about it.

I assume that the question refers to the IBAL
proposal that a litter commissioner should be put
in place to manage litter in Dublin City. This was
suggested by IBAL in August 2006 following the
publication of a litter survey that IBAL had
carried out in Dublin. Under the Litter Pollution
Acts 1997 to 2003 primary responsibility for
developing and implementing responses to litter
pollution rests with local authorities. It is a matter
for each local authority to ensure that its func-
tional area is, as far as practicable, kept free of
litter.

In Dublin City Council, delegated responsi-
bility for litter management is assigned to the
appropriate Assistant City Manager. As far as the
Department is aware, Dublin City Council con-
siders this organisational arrangement to be
appropriate.

Local Government Expenditure.

513. Deputy Damien English asked the Mini-
ster for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the budget for each county develop-
ment board in 2006 and 2007; if he is satisfied
regarding the work being carried out by the
respective boards; and his plans to change the
functions and structures of the boards.
[27455/07]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
County/City Development Boards (CDBs), led
by local government, were established in early
2000 in each county and city area and are rep-
resentative of local development bodies, State
agencies and the social partners operating locally.
A key function of the Boards is to bring about
the more integrated delivery of public services at
local level via their Strategies for Economic,
Social and Cultural Development.

CDBs were given statutory recognition in the
Local Government Act, 2001. However, the
Boards themselves are not executive bodies and
do not have a specific budget of their own. They
are supported in the main by the relevant local
authority and implementation of the Boards’
Strategies is the responsibility of their member
agencies, having regard to available resources.

CDBs completed a review of their Strategies in
2006 to ensure that they remain focused on key
priorities over the following three years. In this
context, independent consultants were appointed
to examine the Strategy Reviews and bring for-



2131 Questions— 6 November 2007. Written Answers 2132

[Deputy John Gormley.]

ward recommendations to develop and
strengthen the Boards in line with a commitment
in Towards 2016. The consultants recently sub-
mitted their final report to my Department and it
is expected that this will be available in the near
future.

Departmental Communications.

514. Deputy Damien English asked the Mini-
ster for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the languages in which his Depart-
ment’s telephone messages are recorded; and if
his Department’s messages include a version in
the Irish language. [27456/07]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): The
greetings for my Department’s main telephone

Grade Number of female staff in Number of male staff in grade
grade (expressed in whole (expressed in whole time

time equivalents) equivalents)

Administrative Officer 3 3

Archaeologist 13 14

Architect 3 1

Architectural Assistant Grade 1 4.5 6

Architectural/Engineering Inspector 1 12

Assistant Auditor 3 11

Assistant Director Meteorological Services 0 2

Assistant Fire Advisor 1 2

Assistant Principal 35 76

Assistant Secretary 1 5

Assistant Staff Engineer 0 1

Auditor 8 13

Chief Archaeologist 0 1

Civilian Driver 0 4

Cleaner 2 1

Clerical Officer 138 64

Conservation Ranger 20 57

Craftworker 1.5 16

Director Meteorological Services 0 1

District Conservation Officer 3 13

Engineer Grade 1 Mechanical/Heating/Electrical 2 1

Engineer Grade 3 Mechanical/Heating/Electrical 0 2

Engineer Grade 1 Civil 0 5

Engineer Grade 2 Civil 0 1

Executive Officer 97 76.5

General Operative 10 50

Geographical Information Systems Co-ordinator 0 1

Guide/ Information Officer 14 5

Head Services Officer 0 1

Higher Executive Officer 74 69

Housing Inspector 1 4

Inspector Grade 1 1 8

Inspector Of Audits 0 1

number are recorded in both the Irish and
English languages.

Departmental Staff.

515. Deputy Damien English asked the Mini-
ster for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if he will report on gender balance
at each grade in his Department and in agencies
that come under the aegis of his Department.
[27457/07]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): The
information requested in relation to my Depart-
ment and non-commercial state sponsored bodies
under its aegis is set out in the following tables.
Staffing in the commercial state sponsored bodies
under the aegis of the Department is a matter for
the body concerned.
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Grade Number of female staff in Number of male staff in grade
grade (expressed in whole (expressed in whole time

time equivalents) equivalents)

Legal Advisor 1 0

Librarian 1 0

Meteorological Officer 20.5 54

Meteorologist 16 25

Park Superintendent 0 1

Personal Assistant 1 2

Personal Secretary 2 1

Principal Advisor 0 6

Principal Auditor 0 7

Principal Meteorological Officer 0 11

Principal Officer 7 30

Professional Accountant Grade 1 1 0

Secretary General 1 0

Senior Adviser 3 10

Senior Archaeologist 2 4

Senior Architect 0 4

Senior Assistant Fire Advisor 0 1

Senior Building Inspector 0 3

Senior Engineering Draughtsperson 0 0

Senior Meteorological Officer 9 57

Senior Meteorologist 0 8

Senior Photographer 0 1

Senior Technical Assistant 0 2

Services Attendant 2 7

Services Officer 5 23

Special Adviser 0 4

Staff Officer 20 5

Storekeeper 11 4

Supervising Housing Inspector 1 8

Technical Grades Level 4 0 2

Visually Impaired Telephonist 1 0

Wildlife Inspector Grade 1 1 7

Wildlife Inspector Grade 2 4 13

Wildlife Inspector Grade 3 9 10

Name of State Body Grade Number of Number of male
female staff in staff in grade

grade (expressed (expressed in
in whole time whole time
equivalents) equivalents)

Affordable Homes Partnership

Local Authority Manager 0 1

Local Authority Administrative Officer 3 1

Local Authority Assistant Chief Quantity Surveyor 0 1

Local Authority Senior Staff Officer 2 0

Local Authority Assistant Staff Officer 1 1

Clerical Officer (Temporary) 0 1

An Bord Pleanála

Chief Officer 1

Planning Officer 1
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Name of State Body Grade Number of Number of male
female staff in staff in grade

grade (expressed (expressed in
in whole time whole time
equivalents) equivalents)

Deputy Planning Officer 4

Senior Planning Inspector 11 17

Planning Inspector 13 6

Senior Administrative Officer 1 4

Senior Executive Officer 7 3

Executive Officer 28 18

Administrative Assistant 17 23

An Chomhairle Leabharlanna

Director 1 0

Assistant Director 1 1

Librarian 1 0

Research & Information Officer 0 1

Administrative Officer 1 0

Executive Librarian 1 0

Staff Officer 0 1

Assistant Staff Officer 1 0

Senior Library Assistant 2 0

Clerical Officer 1 0

Library Assistant 0 2

Environmental Protection Agency

Level 1 1 11

Level 2 6 29

Level 3 30 25

Level 4 51 30

Level 5 32 10

Level 6 19 5

Technician A 0 1

Technician B 1 18

Technician C 13 11

Heritage Council

Principal Officer Higher 0 1

Architect basic 1 2

Engineer/Professional Accountant Grade 3 3 3

Staff Officer 2 0

Clerical Officer 3 1

Irish Water Safety

Chief Executive Officer 0 1

Higher Executive Officer 1 1

Clerical Officer 3 0

Local Government Computer
Services Board

Director 0 1

Assistant Director 2 3

Senior Consultant (8+) 1 6

Grade 8 4 10

Team Project Leader (7+) 3 4

Grade 7 13 17

Grade 6 9 5
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Name of State Body Grade Number of Number of male
female staff in staff in grade

grade (expressed (expressed in
in whole time whole time
equivalents) equivalents)

Grade 5 10 8

Grade 4 2 1

Grade 3 5 0

Senior Caretaker 0 1

Caretaker/Porter 0 1

Part-time Cleaner 1 0

Local Government Management
Services Board

Chief Executive 0 1

Assistant Chief Executive 1 1

Director of Office for Local Authority Management 1 0

Senior Executive Officer 7 3

Grade 7 4 4

Grade 5 3.5 3.5

Grade 3 6 1

Support Staff 2 1

Private Residential Tenancies
Board

Director 1 0

Assistant Director 1 0

Higher Executive Officer 4 3

Executive Officer 7 3

Staff Officer 0 1

Clerical Officer 5 1

Radiological Protection Institute
of Ireland

Chief Executive 1 0

Principal Scientific Officer 1 3.5

Senior Scientific Officer 4 5

Scientific Officer 3.5 7

Senior Technician 2 0

Technician 1.5 3

Assistant Principal 0 1

Higher Executive Officer 1 0

Executive Officer 1 0

Staff Officer 1.5 0

Higher Clerical Officer 2 0

Clerical Officer 7 0

Limerick Northside Regeneration
Agency

Interim Joint Chief Executive Officer 0 0.5

Director 0 1

Project Manager 1.5 0.5

Assistant Director 0 1

Secretary to Board 0.5 0

Assistant to Project Manager 0 1

Personal Assistant 0.5 0

Administrator 1 0
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Name of State Body Grade Number of Number of male
female staff in staff in grade

grade (expressed (expressed in
in whole time whole time
equivalents) equivalents)

Limerick Southside Regeneration
Agency

Interim Joint Chief Executive Officer 0 0.5

Director 0 1

Project Manager 1.5 0.5

Assistant Director 0 1

Secretary to Board 0.5 0

Assistant to Project Manager 0 1

Personal Assistant 0.5 0

Administrator 1 0

Departmental Correspondence.

516. Deputy Damien English asked the Mini-
ster for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if he is satisfied that sufficient
resources are available to ensure that requests for
information under national and European legis-
lation to his Department are being acknowledged
and responded to within the required time-
frame. [27459/07]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): I am
satisfied that there are sufficient resources within
my Department to deal with requests for infor-
mation made under national and European legis-
lation. The majority of such requests are met
within the statutory timeframes. In cases where it
becomes apparent that there will be difficulties
meeting these timeframes, for example due to the
large volume of records involved in the request,
it is normal practice to consult with the applicant
and agree mutually satisfactory arrangements to
overcome any such difficulties.

Natural Heritage Areas.

517. Deputy Damien English asked the Mini-
ster for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the status of the draft conservation
plans for special areas of conservation and special
protection areas; and the position regarding the
public consultation process to date in 2007.
[27460/07]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
Conservation Management Plans have been com-
pleted for 45 Special Areas of Conservation
(SACs) and 4 Special Protection Areas (SPAs).
Most of these plans are posted on the website of
my Department’s National Parks and Wildlife
Service, www.npws.ie. I envisage that a further 56
SAC plans will be the subject of public consul-

tation before the end of this year. Draft plans for
another 94 sites are currently in preparation.

518. Deputy Damien English asked the Mini-
ster for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government his future plans for the compen-
sation agreed under the special areas of con-
servation and special protection areas with land-
owners. [27461/07]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): My
Department operates a range of schemes to pay
landowners and farmers for direct losses incurred
through restrictions caused by designation of land
for natural heritage reasons or to pay for certain
agreed actions benefiting nature.

My Department’s five year Farm Plan Scheme,
operated by the National Parks and Wildlife
Service (NPWS). is available to farmers/ land-
owners who are not in the Department of Agri-
culture’s Rural Environmental Protection
Scheme (REPS) and who receive separate com-
pensation under that scheme. The NPWS scheme
can be beneficial to those whom REPS does not
suit for any reason. My Department will shortly
be notifying relevant landowners of the desig-
nations for protection of the hen harrier.
Additional compensation, at a rate agreed with
farming representative organisations, is available
to farmers whose land includes habitats of threat-
ened species and who agree to follow the scien-
tific prescriptions for farming in an environmen-
tally friendly way to preserve these habitats
through the farm plan scheme. Compensation
payments are also available from my Department
to farmers, based on stocking levels contained in
the Commonage Framework Plans that were
drawn up for commonage land and came into
effect on 1 January 2003.

As regards conservation of bogs, my Depart-
ment continues to purchase, on a voluntary basis,
the freehold or turbary rights in raised bog SACs.
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Turf cutting in most of these SACs is due to end
in 2008.

Departmental Transport.

519. Deputy Damien English asked the Mini-
ster for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the amount his Department paid for
the third quarter in 2007 for car mileage
expenses; the amount paid to cover rail and bus
ticket expenses; if he will compare these with
amounts for the third quarter of 2006; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [27465/07]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): The
information requested is set out in the following
table. My Department also operates a Travel Pass
Scheme for staff under which they purchase an
annual bus or rail pass in a tax efficient manner
approved by the Revenue Commissioners; some
255 staff availed of the scheme in 2007.

Car Mileage Rail & Bus
Expenses Expenses

Quarter 3 2007 \324,293 \16,559

Quarter 3 2006 \352,115 \15,475

Planning Issues.

520. Deputy Damien English asked the Mini-
ster for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the refusal rate for planning per-
mission in each local authority for each of the
years 2004, 2005, 2006 and to date in 2007 in tabu-
lar readable form. [27466/07]

521. Deputy Damien English asked the Mini-
ster for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the number of planning applications
made to each local authority for each of the years
2004, 2005, 2006 and to date in 2007 in tabular
readable form. [27467/07]

522. Deputy Damien English asked the Mini-
ster for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the amount of planning fees
received by each local authority for each of the
years 2004, 2005, 2006 and to date in 2007 in tabu-
lar readable form. [27468/07]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 520 to 522, inclus-
ive, together.

The information requested is available in my
Department’s Annual Planning Statistics (2004,
2005 and 2006) and Quarterly Planning Statistics
(Quarter 1 and Quarter 2 2007), which are pub-
lished on the Department’s website,
www.environ.ie.

Electricity Generation.

523. Deputy Damien English asked the Mini-
ster for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if he will change regulations to
ensure that all 400kV power lines are placed
underground; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [27483/07]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
Section 34 of the Planning and Development Act
2000 provides planning authorities with the dis-
cretionary powers to grant planning permission
subject to conditions as appropriate to the indi-
vidual project. Under the Strategic Infrastructure
Act, 2006, An Bord Pleanála has powers to attach
conditions in respect of applications made to it
under the new strategic consent process. In
relation to electricity transmission lines specifi-
cally, this means that planning authorities and the
Board already have powers to require that power
lines be placed underground, if, for example, they
are in close proximity to inhabited dwellings, or
exceed a particular voltage.

The interpretation and implementation of plan-
ning legislation is a matter in each case for the
planning authority concerned and ultimately for
the Courts. However, the legislation sets out that
in making decisions on planning applications,
planning authorities must consider the proper
planning and sustainable development of the
area, having regard to the provisions of the
development plan, any submissions or obser-
vations received, and relevant Ministerial or
Government policies. I believe the current dis-
cretionary powers available to the Board and to
planning authorities to be appropriate. Accord-
ingly, I have no proposals at the moment to make
the suggested amendment.

524. Deputy Damien English asked the Mini-
ster for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if he is satisfied that there are no
health risks related to exposure from electromag-
netic radiation associated with 400kV power
lines; and if he will make a statement regarding
the health risks for residents living within the
vicinity of such lines. [27486/07]

Minister of State at the Department of the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Deputy Tony Killeen): The Government pub-
lished the report of the Expert Group on the
Health Effects of Electromagnetic Fields earlier
in 2007. The Report examined a wide range of
issues in relation to the potential health effects of
electromagnetic fields, including those produced
by electric appliances in the home and from elec-
tricity pylons. It answers many of the health risk
questions raised by the public in relation to the
potential effects of electromagnetic fields, and is
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[Deputy Tony Killeen.]

available for download on the Department’s web-
site (www.environ.ie).

With regard to Extremely Low Frequency
(ELF) fields emitted by electricity power lines,
the Report concluded that there is limited scien-
tific evidence of adverse health effects. The
Expert Group have recommended that pre-
cautionary measures be used, where appropriate,
and that Ireland continue to adopt and enforce
the international guidelines developed by the
International Commission on Non-ionising Radi-
ation Protection and endorsed by the World
Health Organisation and the European Union.

Noxious Weeds.

525. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister
for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the spread and problems caused by
Nuttall’s pondweed; the measures being taken to
control this non-native plant; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [27531/07]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): Nut-
tall’s pondweed (Elodea nuttallii) has long, leafy
underwater stems that are initially rooted in the
substrate, but which subsequently become
detached. Reproduction in Ireland is exclusively
by fragmentation. It is tolerant of disturbance and
can grow in moderately saline water. It forms
very dense submerged stands, occupying the
water column from top to bottom, posing a
serious impediment to drinking water abstraction
and recreational water use, and it can result in
fish kills. As with other species of invasive plants
it is very difficult to control. Physical removal
may simply exacerbate the problem by frag-
menting the plant; each portion can start a new
colony. Chemical treatment is severely restricted
in waterways by EU law. The plant is spreading
in Ireland and is widespread in small ornamental
and artificial fishery lakes. It is currently replac-
ing Canadian Pondweed (Elodea canadensis) on
long sections of the Grand Canal.

Section 52 of the Wildlife Act 1976 (as
amended) provides for the making of regulations
prohibiting the possession or introduction of any
species of wild flora which may be detrimental to
native species. It is my intention to make regu-
lations under this section in the first quarter of
2008, and to provide for a short lead in time, after
which possession or introduction of Nuttall’s
pondweed will be prohibited. My purpose is to
prevent its further dispersal through garden
centres for use in ponds and aquaria, from which
it may escape or be released into the wild.

Wildlife Policy.

526. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister

for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government the impact wild mink are having; the
estimated number of wild mink in each region
here; the action his Department is taking with ref-
erence to wild mink; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27532/07]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Deputy John Gormley):
Mink found in the wild in Ireland are descended
from animals that escaped from fur farms. They
have been breeding in the wild since the 1950s
and are now found throughout the country. As
wild mink are not protected under the Wildlife
Acts 1976 and 2000 my Department has no func-
tion in relation to them, and therefore there are
no population figures available to me. My
Department carries out trapping of mink to pro-
tect particular bird colonies. As mink is not a pro-
tected species they can also be trapped freely by
landowners and their agents.

A major scientific study, which was carried out
over three years, 1983 to 1986, into the biology of
the feral mink and its impact and control issues
in Ireland, concluded that mink populations nat-
urally stabilise. While recommending trapping in
specific locations where they are causing a prob-
lem, e.g. to game birds or to island and colony
nesting birds, the study concluded that it is diffi-
cult substantially to reduce mink populations
over larger areas. It advised that attempting to do
so could even exacerbate the problem by creating
a vacuum to be filled by young colonisers, which
would be liable to cause more problems than a
well-established, stabilised population. In most
situations the scientific advice is that it is best to
leave mink to stabilise naturally.

Hunt Licences.

527. Deputy James Reilly asked the Minister
for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government when a decision on the application
for a licence for a hunt (details supplied) will be
made as all additional queries and information
have been supplied to his Department by the
hunt; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27566/07]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Deputy John Gormley): My
Department wrote to the Ward Union Hunt on
22 October 2007 seeking further clarification on
a number of issues of serious concern to me. I am
now considering the Hunt’s response and I will
make my decision on the licence application as
soon as possible.

Departmental Schemes.

528. Deputy Brian O’Shea asked the Minister
for Communications, Energy and Natural
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Resources his proposals to mainstream the pilot
project, warmer homes initiative, in the Water-
ford constituency; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [27002/07]

Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan):
Budget 2006 included provision of a sum of \2
million, through the Department of Social and
Family Affairs, for the delivery in Waterford, in
2007 by Sustainable Energy Ireland (SEI) of a
fuel poverty initiative supplementary to the
Warmer Homes Scheme. The initiative includes
high efficiency central heating as well as substan-
tial insulation measures to address whole house
energy efficiency, to be applied within the Water-
ford city and county area. The package of
measures provided under the Waterford Initiative
thus represents a significant extension to both the
level and cost of interventions applied to address
fuel poverty.

The Waterford Initiative is being delivered on
an introductory basis to approximately 400 owner
occupied homes. It does not include local auth-
ority homes, since they are separately covered by
the Department of the Environment, Heritage
and Local Government programme. The research
component for the Waterford Initiative will
assess the effectiveness of the proposed inter-
ventions in addressing fuel poverty. The results
from this research will be available next year and
will inform any future programme decisions.
There are no current plans to extend the prog-
ramme beyond its current remit.

EU Directives.

529. Deputy Damien English asked the Mini-
ster for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources if, in view of the entrance into force of
the European Building Performance Directive,
he will provide grants to insulate homes 10 years

Title Number Grade/ Grade Equivalent Remuneration

Special Assistant (Non civil 1 Higher Executive Officer HEO salary scale (modified PRSI)
servant) \44,314 (min) to \52,379 (max)

Executive Officer (Civil Servant) 1 Executive Officer EO salary scale (full PRSI)
\30,628 (min) to \48,594 (2nd
long service increment)

Clerical Officer (Civil Servant) 1 Clerical Officer CO salary scale (full PRSI)
\23,221 (min) to \37,652 (2nd
long service increment)

There have been no expenses paid to the above
staff, from the date of my appointment to this
Department, up to end October 2007.

531. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the number of staff in his private

and older; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27458/07]

Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The
Government is committed to promoting and
incentivising energy efficiency. I published a draft
National Energy Efficiency Action Plan for
public consultation on 3 October and I identified
in that draft Plan in excess of 60 actions that
Government may use to achieve energy efficiency
savings of at least 20% by 2020.

The residential sector is a key area and offers
much potential for energy savings, particularly in
terms of the generally poorer insulation standards
of older housing stock. The Programme for
Government 2007-2012 commits to the introduc-
tion of a domestic insulation programme.
Officials from my Department, in consultation
with Sustainable Energy Ireland, are considering
options in this regard for my consideration with
a view to implementation of an appropriate
scheme to meet the commitment in the Prog-
ramme for Government.

Ministerial Staff.
530. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister

for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the number of staff in his constituency
office; the number of these who are civil servants;
the number who are not; the cost to the
Exchequer of the salaries and expenses in a full
year for the civil servants and non-civil service
staff; if he will provide the information in tabular
form; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27202/07]

Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The
number of civil servants and non civil servants
currently employed in my constituency office and
information in relation to the grade and remuner-
ation of these staff, is set out in the table
herewith.

office; the number of these who are civil servants;
the number who are not; the cost to the
Exchequer of the salaries and expenses in a full
year for the civil servants and non-civil service
staff; if he will provide the information in tabular
form; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27217/07]
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Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The
number of civil servants and non civil servants
currently employed in my private office and

Title Number Grade/ Grade Equivalent Remuneration

Special Adviser (Non civil 1 Principal Officer Principal Officer (Higher) salary
servant) scale (modified PRSI) \88,261

(min) to \102,305 (max)

Executive Officer (Civil Servant) 1 Executive Officer/ Private EO salary scale (full PRSI)
Secretary \30,628 (min) to \48,594 (2nd

long service increment) plus
Private Secretary allowance of
\20,725

Executive Officer (Civil Servant) 3 Executive Officer EO salary scale (full PRSI)
\30,628 (min) to \48,594 (2nd
long service increment)

Clerical Officer(Civil Servant) 4 Clerical Officer CO salary scale (full PRSI)
\23,221 (min) to \37,652 (2nd
long service increment)

Expenses paid to the above staff, from the date
of my appointment to this Department to end
October 2007, amount to \352.00.

532. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the number, for each Minister of State
assigned to his Department, of staff in their con-
stituency office; the number of these who are civil
servants; the number who are not; the cost to the
Exchequer of the salaries and expenses in a full
year for the civil servants and non civil service
staff; if she will provide the information in tabular
form; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27232/07]

533. Deputy Leo Varadkar asked the Minister
for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the number, for each Minister of State
assigned to his Department, of staff in their
private office; the number of these who are civil
servants; the number who are not; the cost to the
Exchequer of the salaries and expenses in a full
year for the civil servants and non civil service

Title Number Grade/Grade Equivalent Remuneration

Non civil servant 1 Principal Officer Principal Officer salary scale
(modified PRSI) \82,016 (min)
to \95,363 (max)

Executive Officer (Civil Servant) 1 Executive Officer/ Private EO salary scale (full PRSI)
Secretary \30,628 (min) to \48,594 (2nd

long service increment) plus
Private Secretary allowance of
\20,725

Clerical Officer (Civil Servant) 1 Clerical Officer CO salary scale (full PRSI)
\23,221 (min) to \37,652 (2nd
long service increment)

Expenses paid to the above staff, from the date
of assignment of the Minister of State to my
Department to end October 2007, amount to
\797.00.

information in relation to the grade and remuner-
ation of these staff, is set out in the table
herewith.

staff; if he will provide the information in tabular
form; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [27247/07]

534. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Mini-
ster for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the number and grades of staff
employed in Minister for State with special
responsibility for Environment and Energy’s
Office; and the annual cost of those staff.
[27278/07]

Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 532 to 534, inclus-
ive, together.

The number of civil servants and non civil ser-
vants currently employed in the private office of
the Minister of State at my Department and
information in relation to the grade and remuner-
ation of these staff, is set out in the table here-
with. The Minister of State assigned to my
Department does not have a constituency office
at my Department.

EU Directives.

535. Deputy Lucinda Creighton asked the
Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources the EU Directives awaiting
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incorporation into Irish law in his Department;
the deadline for incorporation; the date he fore-
sees for implementation of each directive; and if
he will make a statement on the matter.
[27306/07]

Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources

EU Directives awaiting incorporation into Irish law, November 2007

Title of Directive Deadline for Incorporation Date foreseen for implementation

Directive 2004/8/EC for promoting high efficiency 21 June 2007 for Guarantee of March 2008 pending finalisation of
combined heat and power (CHP) Origin provisions. Ongoing some details in overall all-island

transposition requirements in Single Electricity Market (SEM)
terms of reporting to process.
Commission.

Directive 2003/54/EC of the European Parliament 01.07.07 31.1.2008 one provision remains to
and of the Council of 26 June 2003 concerning be transposed and the drafting
common rules for the internal market in electricity of the S.I. to complete this is at
and repealing Directive 96/92/EC an advanced stage.

Directive 2005/89/EC of 18 January 2006 concerning 24.02.2008 24.2.2008
measures to safeguard security of electricity supply
and infrastructure investment

Directive 2006/32/EC on Energy End-Use Efficiency 17.5.2008 17.5.2008 (Article 14(2) was
and Energy Services implemented on 27.9.2007)

Electricity Generation.

536. Deputy Damien English asked the Mini-
ster for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the plans he will put in place to ensure
that excess domestic power generation can be
placed back into the national grid; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [27462/07]

Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The
White Paper on Energy Policy and the Prog-
ramme for Government commit to developing
the undoubted potential for distributed gener-
ation including micro-scale contributions from
domestic and other small scale distributed units.
The development of a verifiable metering system
for micro-scale producers will be facilitated by
the development of a smart-metering solution,
the pilot scheme for which was launched earlier
this week. My Department is working with Sus-
tainable Energy Ireland (SEI), the Commission
for Energy Regulation (CER), ESB Networks
and the Electro-Technical Council of Ireland, to
deliver the other arrangements that will be
needed to allow domestic power generation be
sold back to the national grid.

Alternative Energy Crops.

537. Deputy Damien English asked the Mini-
ster for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the percentage of biofuel crops that
have been supplied to date under Government
support schemes that have been produced from
raw materials sourced here; the percentage that

Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): There
are four directives awaiting transposition into
Irish law in my Department and they are detailed
in the table herewith.

has been imported from abroad; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [27463/07]

Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The
Bioenergy Action Plan sets out, among other
things, measures aimed at encouraging farmers to
grow energy crops. The move to a biofuels obli-
gation in 2009 together with our ambitious tar-
gets, is creating opportunities for the farming
community to diversify into energy crops. The
production of energy crops in Ireland is relatively
underdeveloped and the incentives put in place
by my colleague, the Minister for Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food, are designed to encourage
further development.

Ireland currently has 400,000 hectares of land
under tillage and 75,000 hectares of land would
be required if all of the 2% biofuels target were
to be met from indigenous crops. By establishing
targets of 5.75% and 10% market penetration by
2010 and 2020, we are creating a Biofuels market
framework in which Irish farmers will have sig-
nificant opportunities to participate. While there
is a significant increase in indigenous feedstocks
being used in the biofuels scheme, I am not in a
position to state the precise percentage of
indigenous raw materials being used.

In the case of larger scale, long-term devel-
opments under the scheme, where significant
investments are required, a degree of imports
have been identified as necessary until facilities
and feedstock supply chains are in place. The
majority of applicants under the scheme have
indicated that it is their immediate or longer term
intention to locate processing facilities in Ireland.
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Departmental Transport.
538. Deputy Damien English asked the Mini-

ster for Communications, Energy and Natural
Resources the amount his Department paid for
the third quarter in 2007 for car mileage
expenses; the amount paid to cover rail and bus
ticket expenses; if he will compare these with
amounts for the third quarter of 2006; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [27464/07]

Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The

information requested by the Deputy is set out in
the table herewith.

Period Mileage Rail and Bus
Expenses Ticket

Expenditure

\ \

July-September 2007 100,322 5,014

July-September 2006 105,294 4,935


