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TUAIRISC OIFIGIÚIL—Neamhcheartaithe

(OFFICIAL REPORT—Unrevised)

Tuesday, 5 October 2004.

Ceisteanna—Questions
Taoiseach … … … … … … … … … … … … … 873
Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs

Priority Questions … … … … … … … … … … … 895
Other Questions … … … … … … … … … … … 907

Message from Seanad … … … … … … … … … … … … 917
Adjournment Debate Matters … … … … … … … … … … … 917
Leaders’ Questions … … … … … … … … … … … … 919
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————

Dé Máirt, 5 Deireadh Fómhair 2004.
Tuesday, 5 October 2004.

————

Chuaigh an Ceann Comhairle i gceannas ar
2.30 p.m.

————

Paidir.
Prayer.

————

Ceisteanna — Questions.

————

Decentralisation Programme.

1. Mr. Kenny asked the Taoiseach if he will
report on the implementation of the decentralis-
ation programme as it affects his Department and
the bodies under his aegis; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [17226/04]

2. Mr. Kenny asked the Taoiseach the number
of officials of his Department who have applied
to relocate under the Government’s decentralis-
ation programme; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [17227/04]

3. Mr. J. Higgins asked the Taoiseach if he will
report on the implementation of the decentralis-
ation programme as it affects his Department.
[18999/04]

4. Mr. Rabbitte asked the Taoiseach the
number of staff in his Department, broken down
by grade, who have applied to the central appli-
cations facility for transfer to locations outside
Dublin under the Government’s decentralisation
proposals; the likely impact of these transfers on
his Department; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [21339/04]

5. Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin asked the Taoiseach
the number of officials from his Department who
have applied to relocate under the decentralis-
ation programme; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [21566/04]

6. Mr. Sargent asked the Taoiseach the way
in which the Government’s decentralisation plans
are impacting on his Department; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [22472/04]

7. Mr. Sargent asked the Taoiseach the number
of staff in his Department who have applied to
transfer out of Dublin under the Government’s
decentralisation policies; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [23508/04]

The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions
Nos. 1 to 7, inclusive, together.

There are no proposals to decentralise any part
of my Department or any of the bodies under its
aegis. As of 7 September last, 44 members of staff
in my Department had applied through the cen-
tral applications facility to relocate under the
decentralisation programme. The breakdown by
grade is assistant principal — six; administrative
officer — eight; higher executive officer — four;
executive officer — 12; staff officer — two; cleri-
cal officer — 11; and general operative — one.
The transfer of staff will take place on a planned
basis and it is not anticipated that it will in any
way impact negatively on the work of the
Department.

Mr. Kenny: As the Taoiseach is the head of
Government, will he comment on the figures
received by the central applications facility for
decentralisation? In particular, what assessment
has the Government carried out on the effect on
the country of moving eight Ministers and the
central policy making sections——

An Ceann Comhairle: These questions refer
specifically to the Taoiseach’s Department.

Mr. Kenny: That man over there is in charge
of the Taoiseach’s Department and all other
Departments.

An Ceann Comhairle: Decentralisation is the
responsibility of the Minister for Finance.

Mr. Kenny: Is the Ceann Comhairle refusing to
allow me to ask a question about the decentralis-
ation programme in general?

An Ceann Comhairle: Yes. That is a matter for
the Minister for Finance.

Mr. Kenny: Does the Ceann Comhairle not
think it appropriate that the Government, of
which the Taoiseach is head, announced that
10,000 civil servants would be moved in three
years——

An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy is well
aware of the Standing Orders and the Chair has
no choice but to implement them. The Deputy’s
question refers specifically to the Taoiseach’s
Department.

Mr. Kenny: The Ceann Comhairle is around
long enough to know well, as he often said to
me——

Mr. D. Ahern: So is Deputy Kenny.

Mr. Kenny: ——the way one puts the question
does not really matter. It is the consequence of
putting that in, that you want to get at him to see
what other information he can give you.

Mr. Cowen: Shoddy work.
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Mr. F. McGrath: Try the Hector approach.

An Ceann Comhairle: The Chair has no option
but to implement Standing Orders. These particu-
lar questions refer specifically to the Taoiseach.

Mr. Kenny: Is the Taoiseach happy with the sit-
uation whereby his Department will be left in
situ, as will the Department of Finance while cen-
tral policy units of other Departments are
expected to be moved to other parts of the coun-
try? Does the Taoiseach expect that to have an
adverse effect on his Department and the Depart-
ment of Finance?

The Taoiseach: I do not think it will have an
adverse effect on Departments. The main criteria
used to select Departments and agencies for
decentralisation, which were obviously used when
examining the case of my Department, were set
out in the budget last year. The underlying prin-
ciple of the programme was the continuity of
effective public service delivery, and this was one
of the factors taken into account both in the
selection of Departments for decentralisation and
the location of those which would not be
decentralised. That covered my Department. It
was decided not to transfer any sections of the
Department of the Taoiseach out of Dublin tak-
ing into account the core business of the Depart-
ment, the relatively small number of staff and the
need to ensure that any sections being transferred
would be of sufficient size to constitute viable
working units. I am sure that in considering the
optimum location for my Department, which is
one of the smaller Departments, the Minister for
Finance took into account how the Department
could best support me in performing my consti-
tutional duties as Head of Government.

Although 20% of people at all levels, a signifi-
cant number, have opted to list their names in
the central applications facility process, I do not
believe this creates a difficulty for the Depart-
ment. Obviously all the criteria and issues of
staffing, training and movement have been
covered in the recent report of the implemen-
tation group. My views have also been taken into
account by the group.

Mr. Kenny: The Taoiseach quite rightly
referred to the criteria used for the selection of
Departments to be decentralised from Dublin. Is
it not a fact that of the 10,000 posts to be
decentralised, just 3,500 have applied to move to
one of these posts and only 1,800 have agreed to
move beyond greater Dublin?

An Ceann Comhairle: That question would be
more appropriate for the Minister for Finance.

Mr. Kenny: In that context, if the Taoiseach
and the Department of Finance, who are
important figureheads——

An Ceann Comhairle: I suggest that the
Deputy submit a question to the Minister for
Finance.

Mr. Kenny: On what is effectively the first day
back, the Ceann Comhairle is refusing to allow
a question to the Taoiseach who is in control of
the Government——

An Ceann Comhairle: No, I am merely imple-
menting Standing Orders.

Mr. Kenny: ——which announced as a major
element in the budget last year that 10,000 people
were to be decentralised within three years.

An Ceann Comhairle: We must have an
orderly Question Time.

Mr. Hayes: Just allow him. He is asking a
reasonable question.

An Ceann Comhairle: It is not appropriate to
ask any member of Government a question that
is more appropriate for another.

Mr. Kenny: In the Taoiseach’s assessment,
what impact will there be on his Department and
its policy-making unit if eight other Ministers are
to have their Departments and central policy
units decentralised to various locations through-
out the country? Has the Government carried out
an assessment of that and does it show that it is
in the national interest to proceed on that basis
with the decentralisation programme?

The Taoiseach: While I abide by the Ceann
Comhairle’s ruling, may I say that under the cri-
teria, a sizeable number of people, including a
sizeable number in my Department, are to be
located under the CAF. All issues of industrial
relations, information and communications tech-
nology, the Civil Service in the aftermath of
decentralisation — something which obviously
affects my Department — property and finance
are addressed in the reports of March and Sep-
tember and are being analysed in considerable
detail with decisions taken as matters proceed. It
is a comprehensive assessment of all aspects of all
these issues. I am aware that the relevant people
currently working on this will make a presen-
tation tomorrow to a committee of the House. To
answer Deputy Kenny’s question, as regards my
Department, all these things are of interest and
have a bearing, but I do not see difficulties with
these issues from a policy point of view.

I envisage information technology and confer-
encing facilities being used, as happens in every
small business, never mind large businesses. Next
month we will be using technology at the Cabinet
having piloted it in Departments for the past
year. I do not see any difficulties. Multinational
companies employing 300,000 or 400,000 people
on several continents are able to coherently
organise their business. It will not be a problem,
therefore, for the Irish public service, employing
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25,000 in about 50 locations in 25 counties, to do
likewise. There will be problems and obstacles in
getting to this position in an operational sense,
but I do not foresee a problem of any great
magnitude.

Mr. Allen: I spent an hour and a half trying to
get through to the Department of Education and
Science in Athlone recently.

An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy is out of
order.

Mr. J. Higgins: If there is a logic in not
decentralising the Department of the Taoiseach,
could the same logic apply to other areas?
However, the opportunistic and hasty way in
which the Government made the announcement,
inappropriately in the course of a budget speech,
did not allow for a proper examination of that.
If I have heard the Taoiseach correctly some 44
members of his Department have applied to be
decentralised. What percentage of the Depart-
ment in terms of personnel does that constitute
and how does it compare to other Departments?
In what timescale does he expect those people in
his Department to be redeployed?

Deputy McCreevy, before the Taoiseach gave
him his bag of bullseyes and sent him to Brussels,
had declared categorically that 2007 was to be
deadline for the achievement of decentralisation.
The Minister of State, Deputy Parlon, on the
other hand——

An Ceann Comhairle: The question refers
specifically to the Taoiseach’s Department.

Mr. J. Higgins: I am aware of that but I have
to put my question in the context of the Minister
who made the policy. I want to find out how
aspects of the policy appertain the Department of
the Taoiseach because the Minister of State at the
Department of Finance, Deputy Parlon, the jun-
ior Minister, though surely not in his own mind,
told the House that 2007 was only an indicative
date. Will the Taoiseach say whether decentralis-
ation in his Department will be completed in 2007
or what date does he expect that to take place?

The Taoiseach: I do not wish to repeat what I
said in answer to Deputy Kenny. Criteria were
taken into account and it was not a rushed
decision for the last budget. Various tranches of
decentralisation have happened over many years.
A substantial amount of decentralisation took
place when I was Minister for Finance some 12
years ago, affecting the Departments of Social
Welfare and Justice, the Revenue Commis-
sioners, CSO and other areas. It is an ongoing
process and there was an examination of what we
should do in future. About 20% of the staff in my
Department have expressed a desire to be
decentralised. The Deputy asked how this com-
pares to other Departments. More clerical
officers are interested in moving to new locations
than there are jobs.

The figure for executive officers is about 85%,
for higher executive officers is 74%, for assistant
principal officers is 67% and for principal officers
is 38%. As people get older they are less inclined
to move. Overall, the total number of civil servant
applications for the new Civil Service locations
equates to about 83% of the number of Civil Ser-
vice jobs available in those locations. There are
47 locations and in the case of 28, applications
exceed 80% of the total number of posts available
and in 18 of these locations, the total number of
applications exceeds the number of posts avail-
able. Some of them are internal, some are exter-
nal. Some people have already moved or want to
move to existing locations. It will mean an orderly
move over time. The Government stated last year
that we would make substantial progress before
2007, and we will do that. We cannot simply build
on the greenfield sites; we have to go through a
planning process and see how that operates but
all these things are moving effectively and my
Department will comply with the regulations set
out by the Department of Finance.

Mr. Rabbitte: Has the Taoiseach’s Depart-
ment, as a consequence of the programme gener-
ally, taken account of the expert evidence given
to the Select Committee on Finance and the
Public Service to the effect that this was not a
decentralisation programme but is about the dis-
persal of civil servants, that it has nothing to do
with decentralisation which involves devolution
of real power? Is he now resiling from the notion
abroad that the foot has been taken off the accel-
erator on this issue since the debacle of the local
and European elections and that the original pro-
gramme for his Department, and every other
Department, is no longer feasible? The Minister
responsible for driving it has said words to that
effect. Is the Taoiseach resiling from that? Has
any quantification been done in his Department
of the implications of dispersing the eight other
Departments to 53 locations around the country?
Is the Taoiseach telling the House that he thinks
he can conduct the governance of this country by
teleconferencing or video conferencing? I know
some of his colleagues on the Front Bench might
not be all that happy about being in the same
room as him but video conferencing appears to
be taking it a step too far. Is the Taoiseach saying
we can do business like that in future, merely
because of progress made in information tech-
nology and so on?

The Taoiseach: Deputy Rabbitte asked if there
was any pulling back from the commitment to
move 10,300 civil servants to 53 centres in 25
counties. The answer is “no”. The Government is
committed to doing that and is working with all
the expertise on the implementation group and
various people are helping in different areas to
achieve that. I am sure the Minister responsible
will answer questions on the report of the Com-
mittee on Finance and the Public Service.
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[The Taoiseach.]
I have heard all these arguments before — as

one gets older one hears the same old nonsense.
I remember listening to arguments that Revenue
could not be decentralised to Nenagh or the
section of the Department dealing with widows
could not be located in Sligo, that the world
would fall apart.

Mr. Cowen: And a smelter could not be located
in Navan.

The Taoiseach: They are all running more
efficiently than ever and from a constituency
point of view we all know that. We also know it
is far easier to access and make progress and get
matters dealt with in these Departments than
ever. Many of these Departments were in my own
back yard and we could not get anything out of
them.

Mr. J. Higgins: Is health still in Angola?

The Taoiseach: The fact is that we did away
with many of the inefficiencies. If a meeting is
being held across Departments we do not need
to pull people out of those Departments. Most
businesses now use technology to do that on a
daily basis, whether it is a meeting on-site or to
talk to people in their offices in London, Chicago
or wherever. It is normal practice in the world.
It is not like the Cabinet meeting which is done
collectively and is collectively responsible, but if
an Assistant Secretary wants to talk to another
Assistant Secretary, it is not necessary to meet in
one location. We should try not to think in old-
fashioned ways that have more to do with gom-
been days.

Mr. Allen: They are still using Tipp-Ex.

The Taoiseach: I always regret people using
these old-fashioned terms. They should try to
modernise their thinking——

Ms McManus: It would be an argument for an
ego trip.

Mr. Rabbitte: Does the Taoiseach agree that
Dr. Ed Walsh and Professor Bannon will not take
kindly to being described as gombeen men and
old-fashioned thinkers?

The Taoiseach: Ed Walsh left Dublin like a
rocket to get down to Limerick to develop his
career, of which I reminded him, and he did it
very well.

Mr. Durkan: He wanted to get down there to
be near Deputy Willie O’Dea.

Mr. Rabbitte: I am not sure there are too many
Assistant Secretaries who want to get out of
Dublin to develop their careers. Dr. Walsh and
Professor Bannon are experts on the subject and
that is the testimony they gave to the committee.

It cannot be dismissed with a wave of the hand
and a remark about gombeen men because what-
ever else one might think about Dr. Walsh and
Professor Bannon who have spent a lifetime writ-
ing about this issue one cannot describe them as
gombeen men.

Mr. Cowen: The Taoiseach did not use that
description.

Mr. Rabbitte: The Taoiseach is not accustomed
to getting help from the Minister for Finance who
used to stay in his office.

Mr. Cowen: He did not say that.

Mr. Rabbitte: The Minister for Finance should
let the Taoiseach answer for himself.

Mr. Cowen: There is no sign of Deputy Michael
D. Higgins today.

Mr. Rabbitte: I am glad that Deputy Cowen is
back. I missed him.

Mr. Cowen: It will be a while before Deputy
Higgins sits beside Deputy Rabbitte again.

Mr. Durkan: The Minister might have to go
down to “Parlon country” as well.

Mr. Cowen: I am glad to be back.

An Ceann Comhairle: The Minister for Fin-
ance should allow Deputy Rabbitte continue on
Question No. 7.

Mr. Rabbitte: I thought the staff in Iveagh
House had finessed Deputy Cowen a bit but they
obviously have not.

When the Taoiseach says there is no departure
from the programme as announced is he sticking
to the 2007 date? Is he saying there has been no
quantification of the cost in his Department of
the implications of dispersing civil servants in
eight other Departments to 53 locations? Has
that aspect not been considered?

The Taoiseach: Ed Walsh went to the trouble
of talking on this issue and he kindly sent me a
speech. He said we should assess and analyse all
of these issues carefully and make decisions based
on the criteria. Ed Walsh successfully moved to
Limerick 25 years ago as he believed it was not
necessary to centralise all third level education in
just a few places. When he set up the national
Higher Education Authority and developed it
into what it is today—

Mr. Rabbitte: He came from America not
from Dublin.

The Taoiseach: Yes, but he moved to Limerick
on the basis of decentralisation when he could
have gone to any third level institution in Galway,
Cork or Dublin at that time. He is in favour of
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decentralisation, but he urges caution. That is
why we asked him to examine areas such as IT,
industrial relations and human resource issues,
which he mentioned in his speech, and individual
implementation plans.

I wish to confirm for the Deputy that every
Department has had a series of workshops and
seminars to help Departments and agencies in
preparing their implementation plans. A number
of Secretaries General, including the Secretary
General in my Department, have met to ascertain
the views on issues that arise in implementing the
programme. I assure Deputy Rabbitte all those
valid issues are being carefully studied. We have
also looked at the post-decentralisation Civil Ser-
vice. My Department is not affected, but we have
examined the property and financial aspects and
how things could work when decentralisation has
been completed.

The former Minister for Finance announced
last year, with the agreement of the Government,
that we would make as much progress as physi-
cally possible by 2007. We are doing well. The
two reports of March and September highlighted
the progress that has been made and there is no
need for me to go into it. It is the intention of the
implementation group to have identified sites for
purchase or existing offices — in most cases it
will be greenfield sites — by the end of the year.
Planning will then have to be sought and building
commenced, and it is hoped that by the end of
2006 many of those will have come through.-
Obviously, if there are planning difficulties, it will
take longer. However, by 2007 a large amount of
progress will have been made. Even if it takes
somewhat longer than that in a particular area,
that would be no harm. The Civil Service will still
be here in 2010. I would like to see the greatest
progress made in 2007. That would be good for
the Civil Service, which has changed fundamen-
tally in two decades. Everyone in the House and
in Government can take credit for that.

It is good that we are intent on decentralising.
We cannot always complain about traffic, about
the fact that Dublin is getting too big and that
there will be a further 1.5 million people living in
the city in ten years’ time and then insist that the
Government and the Civil Service cannot show
that they want to do something about it. It is silly
to behave in that manner. We must try to mod-
ernise our country, encourage people to live in
the regions and take seriously what the national
spatial strategy said about developing towns,
large and small. I have spent all my life living
within two miles of the centre of the capital city
and I am of the opinion that it makes sense to
decentralise. We cannot have a situation where
people are obliged to develop houses in their
front or back gardens, where increasingly taller
buildings must be constructed in the heart of the
city and where there is nobody living in other
parts of the country. It makes sense to do this in
a small country and we can do it in a short period.
Whether decentralisation will be completed by 28

May or 20 June 2007 is important but if it is com-
pleted a short time later, so be it.

Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin: At last there is some-
thing upon which the Taoiseach and I agree. The
decentralisation programme makes sense. In light
of the recent reshuffle, will the Taoiseach indicate
what is the make-up of the Cabinet sub-commit-
tee on decentralisation? In the context of the
remarks by Ruth Barrington of the Association
of Chief Executives of State Agencies at a meet-
ing of the Joint Committee on Finance and the
Public Service on 15 September to the effect that
there had been no prior consultation to the
announcement in budget 2004 regarding——

An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy’s original
question refers to the Taoiseach’s Department.

Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin: As does my sup-
plementary question. Ruth Barrington stated that
there had been no prior consultation with any of
the State agencies. Will the Taoiseach indicate if
a survey was carried out in his Department or, if
he wants to be generous, in any Department or
Government agency in respect of the willingness
of people to sign up to a decentralisation pro-
posal? If it is the case that Ruth Barrington has
indicated the correct position, how was the calcu-
lation of 10,300 places ever arrived at? What was
the rationale behind that figure?

An Ceann Comhairle: That question might be
more appropriate to the Minister for Finance.

Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin: This is a complex
problem and it deserves the Taoiseach’s address.
The Taoiseach provided some figures in his initial
reply. Is he in a position to provide an estimate
of the number of people who will be transferred
from other Departments to his Department and
vice versa? Will it be an exodus? In the review
have people expressed an interest in transferring
to his Department? Has he any idea at this stage
about the degree of flow in and out of his
Department?

As regards the numbers of people involved in
his Department and across the remainder of the
spectrum, does the Taoiseach share the concerns
of other Deputies that we are seeing the relo-
cation of people in peripheral towns to the city of
Dublin? Would he agree that this is not a decen-
tralisation programme, in real terms, particularly
when one considers the position of Naas, Kildare
and Drogheda which all act, perhaps, as dormi-
tory towns for Dublin, that decentralisation to
these towns means that people already domiciled
in Dublin do not have to relocate at all and that
we will not see real and substantial benefits for
them or for communities beyond which would
have benefited——

An Ceann Comhairle: That matter would be
more appropriately dealt with by the Minister
for Finance.
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Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin: I ask that the Taoi-
seach be as generous in his reply as possible.

The Taoiseach: I will try to answer a number of
those questions while complying with the Ceann
Comhairle’s ruling.

3 o’clock

Phil Flynn who reports to the special Cabinet
sub-committee chairs the implementation group
responsible for driving forward the process.

There has been no change in the
composition of the sub-committee in
terms of the Departments involved

but different Ministers have come on board since
the reshuffle. The group comprises Mr. Dermot
Quigley, former Chairman of the Revenue Com-
missioners; Ms Jane Williams, managing director
of SIA Group; Mr. Fred Devlin, chartered sur-
veyor; Mr. Eddie Sullivan, Secretary General of
PSMD in the Department of Finance; and Mr.
Seán Benton, chairman of the Office of Public
Works. That group, working to the Cabinet sub-
committee, drives the implementation. In many
cases it uses outside agencies or individuals where
needed to assist in its work.

Obviously the second question related to
people who would move from my Department
and decentralise. Individuals in other Depart-
ments who did not want to move would then
move into those posts. That would be a function
of the central applications facility which would
deal with all these issues.

Regarding the locations, we must remember
that the scheme is voluntary. The Deputy might
say that the locations could be more widely dis-
persed. While no particular research was carried
out before the budget for 2004, it was well known
because we have been involved in this process
since the late 1980s. Nothing has really changed
in that. The people do not want to go too far
away in greater numbers and we must work on it.
It is a voluntary scheme so we must carry people
with us.

Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin: No research was car-
ried out.

An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy should
allow the Taoiseach to reply without interruption.

Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin: How did the Govern-
ment reach that figure?

The Taoiseach: The best research is the practi-
cal knowledge that has been gleaned, based on
the sizeable number of Departments and agencies
that have moved to various locations around the
country, from Donegal to Kerry, over the years.
From that knowledge it is known where the
demand is. Even before the budget of 2004
people were applying for relocation and that base
is known. Many people would be surprised at the
numbers who have applied to the central appli-
cations facility, both Dublin based people and
those from other locations — maybe not from
State agencies.

The knowledge existed and the criteria were
based on that. This was how the locations were

picked. The suitability of those locations equals
the numbers in the agencies. That was how it was
done. It is no more complex than that. Consider-
able thought was given to it and now the imple-
mentation group and the Cabinet sub-committee
will drive it on for the future.

Mr. Sargent: As has been stated, we should call
this dispersal policy rather than decentralisation
policy in terms of its effect. How would the Taoi-
seach ask a civil servant from his Department to
volunteer to move? Essentially it is something of
a Hobson’s choice. Would he ask if such a civil
servant would be disappointed not to be working
in Dublin in the future? Is there any particular
way to ask a person to volunteer when it is very
clear, for example, to principal officers that it is
not in the best interest of their careers. It seems
that the number of volunteers would only fill 38%
of the vacancies available. Based on his Depart-
ment, will the Taoiseach give the lead as to how
this might be more successfully done? Does the
Taoiseach realise that difficulties exist? He seems
to indicate that everything is going swimmingly.
However, the reports we have seen show huge
difficulties and the deadline of 2007 will not be
met.

The Taoiseach mentioned the sites and the
building programme for the new offices. Based
on replies to previous questions, I know the Taoi-
seach is not a huge fan of public private partner-
ship. He certainly said the Department of Finance
was not a huge fan of such arrangements.
However, the construction on 53 new sites at a
cost of \800 million may relate to his Depart-
ment, which is why I ask the question. Does this
represent good value given that much of that
building——

An Ceann Comhairle: The question would be
more appropriate to——

Mr. Sargent: I am being very specific to the
Taoiseach in terms of his concerns and areas of
responsibility. It is important that as leader of the
Government he should have a view on the
matter. I am asking whether leasing back from
builders, speculators——

An Ceann Comhairle: That does not arise out
of Questions Nos. 1 to 7.

Mr. Sargent: It does because of the cost factor
and the Taoiseach must take account of the cost
implications. I will ask him whether he
regards——

An Ceann Comhairle: Implementation does
not even fall within the remit of the Taoiseach. It
is a matter for the Minister for Finance.

Mr. Sargent: The Taoiseach often talks about
the value for money aspect of a plan, particularly
a plan relating to his Department. I am asking
him if the best value for money is achieved by the
State employing somebody else to construct the
buildings and then leasing them back at a con-
siderable cost.



885 Ceisteanna — 5 October 2004. Questions 886

An Ceann Comhairle: That does not arise. In
fairness to other Deputies whose questions were
disallowed by the Chair for the same reason, I
ask Deputy Sargent not to pursue that matter.

Mr. Sargent: I am asking about the Taoiseach’s
own concerns, a Cheann Comhairle, I am not
really straying in the manner the Chair suggests.
Will the Department of the Taoiseach take on the
cost of claims from the Association of Chief
Executives of State Agencies, which is consider-
ing making claims of millions of euro on behalf
of public servants who hold job-specific contracts
of employment? Is that part of the cost package
for this programme?

The Taoiseach: The Deputy asked a number of
questions. A sum of \20 million has been pro-
vided for properties in this year’s Department of
Finance budget. It is obvious that we need to try
to determine the locations as quickly as possible.
The Office of Public Works, which has significant
expertise in this area, will make decisions on the
best locations. As I said, I understand from the
last report that the OPW will decide to develop
greenfield sites to a greater extent than existing
accommodation.

The Deputy also asked about locations. Appli-
cations have been received from State employees
in Dublin and other locations, who wish to move
to new locations, for approximately 80% of the
posts which will be available in Dublin and other
locations and in State companies. Approximately
3,700 civil servants in Dublin, 500 civil servants in
State companies and 3,300 civil servants in other
locations are interested in the decentralisation
programme. That is the make-up. Decisions will
be taken about using public private partnerships
and other matters.

As I said, the Government is committed to
making as much progress as possible by 2007.
That does not mean that every last thing has to
be finished by 2007 — it will continue. I hope we
will have identified the sites by the end of the
year and I hope we will make substantial moves
next year. Matters are moving very well. I do not
deny that there are problems and difficulties, as
there are in everything one does. Life is about
overcoming problems and difficulties, moving
things on and making progress.

I do not have to ask anyone in my Department
to move. Although the Department is not being
decentralised, over 20% of its staff have signed
forms and have asked to be moved. That can con-
tinue, as the Deputy knows. The priority listing
ended on 7 September last, but the applications
system remains open. I do not doubt that the
number of applicants will increase as more people
examine the advantages of decentralisation and
consider their family situations.

A special joint unit of the Department of Fin-
ance and the OPW was established to support the
implementation team and liaise with Depart-
ments about all the property aspects of the pro-
gramme. Each Minister whose Department is ear-
marked for decentralisation has established a
special decentralisation unit within the Depart-
ment to report to the management advisory

group and the Minister. In turn, the Department
reports on a regular basis to the special Cabinet
sub-committee that works with the implemen-
tation group. That is how the system is working.
Everything is not perfect, but there is a process
which has to move on, and that is what is
happening.

Mr. McGinley: The Taoiseach is aware that
some of the agencies designated for decentralis-
ation have a cross-Border dimension. Tá mé ag
cuimhniú go spesialta ar Fhoras na Gaeilge, atá
ag dul go dtı́ mo cheantair féin, Gaoth Dobhair.
Will the Taoiseach indicate whether these
matters were discussed with the Northern Ireland
or UK authorities? It is obvious that the auth-
orities are interested in these matters. Were they
discussed last Friday when the DUP was here?
Have they been discussed with the Minister,
Deputy Ó Cuı́v? Has progress been made due to
the fact that Foras na Gaeilge and other agencies
have a North-South, cross-Border dimension?

An Ceann Comhairle: I think Deputy McGin-
ley has gone outside the remit of Questions Nos.
1 to 7, inclusive.

Mr. McGinley: The Taoiseach should know. It
is——

The Taoiseach: I wish to help Deputy McGin-
ley briefly. The answer to his question is “Yes”.
The discussions on the cross-Border agencies are
ongoing and progress is being made on those
areas. They have to be agreed on the basis of the
implementation bodies and the other cross-Bor-
der committees. That is happening and progress
is ongoing.

Mr. Kenny: Did the Taoiseach discuss that with
the DUP?

Mr. Allen: Does the Taoiseach agree that, if
one does not have the right people with the right
skills in the right places, one gets an inferior ser-
vice? How is the Taoiseach coping with the fact
that the records show that specialist staff, such as
architects, engineers and probation officers, are
unwilling to move? How will he deal with that
problem?

The Taoiseach: The central applications facility
and the implementation teams in the Depart-
ments must deal with that. Deputy Allen is right
in saying that previous experience has shown it is
more difficult to get professional groups to move.
He will recall — I believe it is his area — that we
moved the Central Statistics Office to Mahon in
Cork about 12 years ago. We had some difficulty
in doing so. However, as he knows, the CSO
recently celebrated its tenth birthday there, hav-
ing successfully reached its first decade in Mahon.
It took time to get the various professions to
move. In the Departments, Secretaries General
have been designated to speak to senior people
individually about their requirements and views.
About 19 of 55 have agreed to go, with 19 others
considering it. That is not yet the full number, but
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[The Taoiseach.]
it must be done by one-to-one management to
see if the people are willing to move. Since the
scheme is voluntary, where that is not the case,
they will have to find an alternative, as we did
with some of the cases a decade ago. It takes
longer, but it is the only way.

Appointments to State Boards.

8. Mr. Kenny asked the Taoiseach the names,
occupations and dates of appointment of each of
the persons appointed by him to the State boards
and agencies under his aegis since June 1997; and
if he will make a statement on the matter.
[17229/04]

9. Mr. Kenny asked the Taoiseach the appoint-
ments made by him since June 2002 to the State
boards, or other agencies within his aegis; and if
he will make a statement on the matter.
[21441/04]

10. Mr. Sargent asked the Taoiseach the
appointments he has made to State boards or
other agencies since January 2004; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [22481/04]

The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions
Nos. 8 to 10, inclusive, together.

State Board or Agency Name of Appointee Occupation and Organisation Date of Appointment

Information Society
Commission

Chairman Dr. Danny O’Hare Former President of DCU 27 November 2001

Claire Cunningham Director, Aura Internet Services 27 November 2001
Limited

Dr. Chris Coughlan Hewlett Packard 27 November 2001

Michael Byrne CEO, Ennis Information Age Services 27 November 2001

Jerry Shanahan ICTU/Amicus 27 November 2001

Karen Hynes Manager of E-Business Services, 27 November 2001
Chambers of Commerce of Ireland

Colm Reilly Irish Internet Association 27 November 2001

Inez Bailey Director, National Adult Literacy 27 November 2001
Agency

Dr. Eamonn Conway Head of the Department of Theology 27 November 2001
and Religious Studies, Mary
Immaculate College, UL (University
of Limerick)

Robert Johnston JLS Software Solutions 27 November 2001

Clodagh O’Donnell Client Executive, Financial Services 27 November 2001
Sector, IBM

Dee Cari Torque Management 27 November 2001

Marion O’Neill Manager, Kilkenny Information Age 27 November 2001
Town

Dr. Patricia O’Hara Manager, Policy Division, Western 27 November 2001
Development Commission

Christopher Took Web Developer (resigned September 27 November 2001
2002)

Charles Stanley-Smith Chief Technical Officer, Piercom 27 November 2001

Brian Lennon Guidance Counsellor, St. Oliver’s 27 November 2001
College, Drogheda

Donal Toolan Forum of People with Disabilities 27 November 2001

Kathryn Raleigh Director of the Irish Software 27 November 2001
Association, IBEC

Joe Horan County Manager, South Dublin County 27 November 2001
Council

The information sought by the Deputies con-
cerning the names of the persons appointed by
me to State boards and agencies under my aegis,
namely, the Information Society Commission, the
National Statistics Board, the Law Reform Com-
mission, the National Centre for Partnership and
Performance, the National Economic and Social
Council and the National Economic and Social
Forum since June 1997 is set out in the follow-
ing schedule.

Boards and agencies under the aegis of the Department of the
Taoiseach.

Agency

1 The Information Society Commission

2 The National Statistics Board

3 The Law Reform Commission

4 The National Centre for Partnership and
Performance (NCPP)

5 The National Economic and Social Council (NESC)

6 The National Economic and Social Forum (NESF)

The second Information Society Commission was
appointed by the Taoiseach on 27 November
2001. The names and occupations of those
appointed at that time were:
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State Board or Agency Name of Appointee Occupation and Organisation Date of Appointment

Peter Ryan Assistant Secretary, Department of the 27 November 2001
Taoiseach

National Statistics Board

Professor Frances Ruane Trinity College Dublin July 1999 August 2001

Mr. David Doyle Department of Finance January 1998

Mr. Dermot McCarthy Department of the Taoiseach July 1999

Mr. Cathal O’Loghlin Department of Finance January 1999 July 1999
August 2001

Mr. Frank Cunneen Health and Safety Authority July 1999 August 2001
February 2004

Mr. Ciaran Dolan ICMSA July 1999 August 2001
February 2004

Ms Paula Carey ICTU July 1999 August 2001
February 2004

Mr. Steve Couldwell Smith and Nephew January 1998

Ms Marian Harkin Teacher July 1999 August 2001

Ms Mary Doyle Department of the Taoiseach January 2001 August
2001 February 2004

Ms Helen Nic Fhlannchadha Teacher March 2002

Professor Brendan Walsh University College Dublin February 2004

Dr. Pat O’Hara Western Development Commission February 2004

Mr. Derek Moran Department of Finance July 2003 February
2004

Law Reform Commission

The Hon. Mr. Justice Vivian Judge of the High Court 27 July 1998 — retired
Lavan February 2000

President The Hon. Mr. Justice Declan High Court 22 February 2000
Budd

Commissioner (Full-time) Patricia T. Rickard-Clarke, Solicitor 1 October 2001. Re-
appointed 30
September 2004

Commissioner (Part-time) Dr. Hilary A. Delaney, BL Senior Lecturer in Law, TCD 15 April 1997. Re-
appointed 15 April
2002

Commissioner (Part-time) Professor Finbarr McAuley, Jean Monnet Professor of European 1 September 1999. Re-
BCL LLB, MPhil, LLD, Criminal Justice, UCD appointed 1

September 2004

Commissioner (Part-time) Marian Shanley Solicitor Appointed 13 November
2001

National Economic and
Social Council

Chairperson Dermot McCarthy Secretary General Department of the November 1998
Taoiseach September 2003

Deputy Chairperson Mary Doyle Assistant Secretary Department of the November 1998
Taoiseach September 2003

Trade Union Pillar
Nominees

Dave Begg General Secretary, ICTU November 1998
September 2003

Peter McLoone General Secretary, IMPACT November 1998
September 2003

Manus O’Riordan SIPTU November 1998
September 2003

Joan Carmichael ICTU November 1998
September 2003

Des Geraghty SIPTU November 1998

Jack O’Connor SIPTU September 2003

Business and Employer or
Organisation Pillar
Nominees

Turlough O’Sullivan IBEC November 1998

Brian Geoghegan IBEC November 1998
September 2003
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State Board or Agency Name of Appointee Occupation and Organisation Date of Appointment

John Dunne CCI November 1998
September 2003

Liam Kelleher CIF November 1998
September 2003

Brendan Butler IBEC November 1998
September 2003

Aileen O’Donoghue IBEC September 2003

Agricultural and Farming
Organisation Pillar
Nominees

Seamus O’Donohue Irish Co-operative Organisation Society November 1998
September 2003

Ciaran Dolan ICMSA November 1998
September 2003

Michael Berkery General Secretary, IFA November 1998
September 2003

Con Lucey Chief Economist, IFA November 1998
September 2003

Damian McDonald Macra na Feirme November 1998
September 2003

Community and Voluntary
Pillar Nominees

Fr. Sean Healy CORI November 1998
September 2003

Siobhan O’Donoghue Community Workers Co-operative November 1998

Orla O’Connor NWCI November 1998

Donal Geoghegan National Youth Council November 1998
September 2003

Dan Boyle National Youth Council November 1998

Noeleen Hartigan INOU November 1998

Deirdre Garvey The Wheel September 2003

John Mark McCafferty St. Vincent de Paul September 2003

John Dolan Disability Federation of Ireland September 2003

Government Department
Nominees

Tom Considine Secretary General Department of November 1998
Finance September 2003

Paul Haran Secretary General Department of November 1998
Enterprise, Trade and Employment September 2003

John Hynes Secretary General, Department of November 1998
Social and Family Affairs September 2003

Brendan Tuohy Secretary General, Department of November 1998
Communications, Marine and Natural September 2003
Resources

John Fitzgerald Dublin City Manager, Dublin City November 1998
Council

John Hurley Secretary General, Department of November 1998
Finance

Eddie Sullivan Secretary General, Department of November 1998
Social and Community Affairs

Niall Callan Department of Environment, Heritage September 2003
and Local Government

Independent Nominees

Jim Walsh Department of Geography NUI November 1998
Maynooth

John Fitzgerald ESRI November 1998
September 2003

Geraldine McAteer West Belfast Partnership November 1998

David Finn Aer Rianta Official November 1998

Colin Hunt Goodbody Stockbrokers September 2003

Brigid Laffan UCD September 2003

Eithne McLaughlin Queens University September 2003

Peter Bacon Economic Consultant September 2003
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There have been no new Government nomi-
nees to the Council of the National Centre for
Partnership and Performance since its establish-
ment. However, the nominees of the bodies rep-

State Board or Agency Name of Appointee Occupation and Organisation Date of Appointment

National Centre for
Partnership and
Performance

Executive Chairperson Vacant Mr. Peter Cassells was
appointed July 2001
and resigned 29
April 2004.

Government Departments

Mr. Philip Kelly, Assistant Department of the Taoiseach October 2001
Secretary Deputy
Chairperson

Mr. Ciaran Connolly, Department of Finance October 2001
Assistant Secretary

Mr. Maurice Cashell Department of Enterprise, Trade and October 2001
Employment

Mr. John Walsh, Assistant Department of Enterprise, Trade and June 2002 — replaced
Secretary Employment Mr. Maurice

Cashell

Ms Sylda Langford, Department of Justice, Equality and Law October 2001
Assistant Secretary Reform

Employers

Mr. Brendan McGinty Director, Human/Industrial Resources, October 2001
IBEC

Mr. Liam Doherty Director, Human Resource Services, October 2001
IBEC

Ms Marie Moynihan Human Resource Manager, Dell Direct October 2001

Mr. Terry McEvoy Director, Industrial Relations, CIF October 2001

Mr. Morgan Nolan Industrial Relations Executive, CIF January 2004 —
replaced Mr. Terry
McEvoy

Trade Unions

Mr. Tom Wall Assistant General Secretary, ICTU October 2001

Mr. Fergus Whelan Industrial Officer, ICTU October 2003 —
replaced Mr. Tom
Wall

Mr. Jack O’Connor General President, SIPTU October 2001

Ms Marie Levis Assistant General Secretary, IMPACT October 2001

Mr. John Tierney National Secretary, MSF October 2001

Mr. Des Geraghty Member of Executive Council, ICTU September 2004 —
replaced Mr. John
Tierney, MSF

Ms Angela Kirk IMPACT September 2004 —
replaced Ms Marie
Levis

Independent Members

Professor Bill Roche Dean of Research, Smurfit Business October 2001
School, UCD

Dr. Sheelah Ryan CEO, Western Health Board October 2001

Mr. Seamus O’Brien Partnership Facilitator, Galtee Meats October 2001

Professor Kathy Monks Dean, DCU Business School October 2001

Mr. Kenny: Perhaps the Taoiseach might com-
ment regarding the boards and agencies under
the control of his Department in the light of the
recommendation made several years ago by the
then Minister for Equality and Law Reform, the
former Labour Deputy, Mervyn Taylor, who
directed that State boards should appoint women
to 40% of positions. What is the percentage of
women appointees to boards and organisations
under the aegis of his Department? While he is

resented on the council have changed as a result
of individual retirements and internal organis-
ational change within IBEC, the CIF and
ICTU.

answering, perhaps he might comment on the dis-
tribution of \9,000 watches to selected members
of a State board by an outgoing chairman.

An Ceann Comhairle: That does not arise on
this question.

Mr. Kenny: It seems to have caught the public’s
attention, and it happened on the Taoiseach’s
watch, after all.
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An Ceann Comhairle: The other question was
submitted by Deputy Sargent. When he has
spoken, there will be a final question for the
Taoiseach.

Mr. Sargent: I hope that the Taoiseach will
accept my congratulations on his appointments of
chair and deputy chair to the NESC, demonstrat-
ing perfect gender balance with one man and one
woman. However, why were all the other nomi-
nees from Departments men? Is he not being list-
ened to or being taken notice of by his other col-
leagues? Would it be worth reminding them that
they must try to implement gender balance them-
selves rather than leave it up to him?

The Taoiseach: In reply to Deputy Kenny’s
first question, we always try to adhere to that fig-
ure, and most of the boards under my Depart-
ment’s control, such as the National Economic
and Social Forum, draw from various groups, as
Deputies will know from my responses to pre-
vious questions. One is therefore dependent on
whom they put forward. However, we continually
make the point. Some of them are very good, and
I believe that the NESF has over 40% women,
although some of the others are far below that
figure. It is always an issue with the social part-
nership groups when discussing the make-up of
the NESF that we endeavour to get them, while
appointing competent men or women, to main-
tain that balance. We will continue to do that as
best we can.

If there is an opportunity to respond on the
other matter I will take it.

Mr. Allen: The Taoiseach will have a bit of
time.

Mr. Sargent: The Taoiseach did not comment
on the NESC appointments. Apart from the
Taoiseach’s nominees, they were all men. Is that
something he will stand over?

The Taoiseach: The NESC is not a State board
and certain groups have nominating rights. I have
no control over the nominations and I must
accept those made by the various bodies.

Priority Questions.

————

National Drugs Strategy.

131. Mr. O’Dowd asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the inter-
ventions which will be taken by his Department
under the National Drugs Strategy to tackle the
spread of heroin misuse nationally; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [23422/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Mr. N.
Ahern): As the Deputy is aware, my Department
has overall responsibility for co-ordinating the
implementation of the National Drugs Strategy
2001-2008. The strategy contains 100 individual
actions under the four pillars of supply reduction,
prevention, treatment and research, to be
implemented by a range of Departments and
agencies.

With regard to prevalence of opiate use,
research conducted by the National Advisory
Committee on Drugs last year estimated that
there were 14,452 people using opiates in Ireland.
The estimated figure for Dublin is 12,456 with
2,225 people using opiates outside the capital,
although a number of these would be in Wicklow
and Kildare, which are part of the ERHA region.
Although this represents a reduction in the
numbers in Dublin of approximately 1,000 over
the previous 1996 estimate, this the first available
prevalence data for the regions outside Dublin.

The recent report by the Health Research
Board showed that the numbers in treatment for
heroin use outside the ERHA area have
increased very significantly in the period 1998 to
2002. As the Deputy will be aware, this is in line
with one of the key commitments in the National
Drugs Strategy 2001-2008 which is to increase the
number of treatment places available for drug
misusers. While in percentage terms the increase
in the numbers in treatment in the regions is con-
siderable, the vast bulk of methadone treatment
continues to take place in the ERHA area. In this
regard, the Department of Health and Children,
which has overall responsibility for the addiction
services, reports that at the end of August 2004
there were 7,190 people receiving methadone
treatment. This figure compares with just over
5,000 in December 2000, an increase of 40%.

To date, the treatment services in the regions
have undergone a similar pattern to that observed
in the ERHA when treatment availability was
expanded, in that existing users are much more
likely to come forward and present for treatment
as it becomes more available, accessible and
attractive. Accordingly, as the services have
expanded, so have the numbers in treatment,
which is a positive development as it indicates
that services are meeting an existing demand.

Additional information
All health boards are working towards the

increased involvement of GPs and pharmacists
with regard to the methadone protocol. In July
2001, there were 168 GPs and 233 pharmacists
involved in the scheme, compared to 219 GPs and
317 pharmacists involved at the end of August
2004.

I will continue to monitor the overall national
situation with regard to opiate use. The pro-
gramme for Government calls for monitoring of
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the use of heroin, in particular outside Dublin,
and the NACD is in the process of setting up an
early warning system to address this issue. The
regional drugs task forces are currently mapping
out the patterns of drug misuse in their areas, as
well as the range and level of existing services,
with a view to better co-ordination and address-
ing gaps in the overall provision. Where opiate
use is a problem in particular areas, I expect this
to be reflected in their action plans. I look for-
ward to receiving those plans over the coming
months and allocating funding for their imple-
mentation.

The mid-term review of the National Drugs
Strategy 2001-2008 is currently under way. The
review is examining the progress being made to
date under the strategy and will enable priorities
for future action to be identified and a re-focusing
of the strategy, if necessary, for the remaining
period up to 2008. As part of the review, the rel-
evance of the strategy in tackling the current nat-
ure and extent of drug misuse, including emerg-
ing trends, will be examined, and any gaps
presenting will be identified. The prevalence of
heroin use throughout the country will be con-
sidered in this context also.

Mr. O’Dowd: I congratulate the Minister and
the Minister of State on being re-appointed to
their positions and I wish them well. However,
as the Minister of State has admitted, the drugs
problem has significantly increased outside
Dublin city during the Minister’s term of office. I
acknowledge there has been significant improve-
ment in the 14 to 21 age cohort in Dublin city, but
is it not true that in Louth, Meath, Westmeath,
Wicklow and Carlow, heroin is being used more
than ever? Has the Minister’s national drugs
strategy failed? The strategy is in its fourth year,
yet the regional drugs tasks forces have been set
up only in the past year and have produced no
reports. The Minister has failed to deal with this
issue.

Parents in particular are concerned at the
spread of heroin, albeit to a significant minority
of people. Nevertheless, that minority never pre-
viously indulged in heroin abuse. Is the Minister’s
strategy failing because he has failed to resource
or fund it in these best of times? We have never
had more money in our coffers, yet never has less
been spent on the national drugs strategy in the
regions.

Mr. N. Ahern: The spin put on that recent
report was misleading. The figures referred to the
numbers in treatment not usage. It is positive if
the numbers in treatment in certain midlands
towns went up by 400%. Under the strategy, we
have been trying to achieve the provision of treat-
ment so that we can attract abusers to the ser-
vices. That the numbers in treatment have
increased does not mean that usage has increased.

Mr. O’Dowd: That is not true. The report
states——

An Ceann Comhairle: It is not appropriate to
quote from the report.

Mr. O’Dowd: The report states that the
numbers reporting problem opiate use have
increased steadily from 116 to 419 over the past
two years. The Government has failed in this
area.

An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy should
allow the Minister to speak.

Mr. O’Dowd: The Minister allowed me to
address a point.

An Ceann Comhairle: The time for this ques-
tion is now concluded.

Mr. N. Ahern: We will only know whether
there has been an increase following the next cap-
ture-recapture study. However, that figure did
not upset us because treatment has been pro-
vided, which is the aim of the strategy. Naturally,
when services exist, people will be attracted to
them, which is positive because it is only when
people come forward that they can be treated to
try to rid them of their habits.

Charities Regulation.

132. Mr. O’Shea asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs his Depart-
ment’s proposals for a league table of charities to
allow for more public information regarding the
way in which money is spent by charities; and if
he will make a statement on the matter.
[23056/04]

Mr. N. Ahern: The Government decided it was
unacceptable to continue to have a completely
unregulated charities sector. In the programme
for Government we undertook to enact a com-
prehensive reform of the law relating to charities,
to ensure accountability and to protect against
abuse of charitable status and fraud.

Some areas of charitable fund-raising are
particularly vulnerable to abuse under the current
system. For example, modern methods such as
selling tokens like flowers and lapel pins, or col-
lecting promises of money such as standing orders
or direct debits, do not need a permit from the
Garda. The lack of regulation to date has meant
that there is no reliable information on the
number of active charities, their financial worth
and how they spend their funds. Moreover, there
is no requirement to show where donations come
from, how much money was received, or what it
was spent on; there is no legal obligation to spend
donations on the charitable purpose for which
they were collected; and there is no requirement
to show what percentage of donations was spent
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on, for example, administration, advertising, pro-
fessional fund-raisers etc.

These are just some examples of the kind of
issues that will need to be tackled by the regulat-
ory body to be established under the legislation
which my Department will now prepare. A statu-
tory body to regulate charities will specifically
aim to supervise charities and subject them to full
regulatory scrutiny. I intend there to be a require-
ment for charities to provide regular accounts to
this body to ensure public accountability. This
body will regulate and monitor charities, includ-
ing their charitable fund-raising activities, on an
ongoing basis, and it will protect the public
interest by monitoring and investigating possible
abuses, including in regard to charitable fund-
raising activities.

Additional information
The body will also be tasked with issuing per-

formance reports on areas of the charities sector
and I would expect matters such as the publi-
cation of league tables to come under this aspect
of its responsibilities.

Informed, vigilant trustees also have a cru-
cially-important role to play in guarding against
fraud or abuse. I am pleased to report, in that
regard, that the Law Reform Commission has
been engaged to assist and advise my Department
on the up-dating of charitable trust law, which
will form an integral part of the draft charities
regulation Bill. This specialist area of the reform
will be the subject of a separate public consul-
tation, under the aegis of the Law Reform Com-
mission, in December 2004. At this stage, the cur-
rent best estimate for publication of the Bill is
end 2005. This is a hugely ambitious goal, as the
legislation is likely to run to about 200 sections
and numerous schedules.

Mr. O’Shea: In the wake of the events of 11
September 2001, did the Minister receive a
request from the United Nations, which went out
to member countries, to review the laws govern-
ing charities? The UN claimed that a number of
charities were being used for fund-raising and
money laundering for international terrorist
organisations. If this took place, has the Minister
had the opportunity to investigate? Has he con-
cerns regarding the use of so-called charities in
this country for that type of purpose?

Mr. N. Ahern: Yes. The programme for
Government includes a provision for a totally
new regime for charities. I am pleased this was
included because the relevant legislation has been
in force for more than 40 years. Since the 1990s,
three reports have been drawn up to suggest the
action we should take, including those drawn up
by the Law Reform Commission and the Minister
of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs in
1996, Deputy Burton. Reform of the legislation

governing charities is a part of the programme for
Government and we are working on this.

I accept concerns exist following the events of
11 September 2001 that charities set up here
could be abused. While we have been asked by
the UN to consider and update our legislation, we
were working on this in any case. There is con-
cern at different levels because the current
regime is totally unregulated. The aim is to have
compulsory regulation and a regulatory body fol-
lowing up on these groups and controlling what
they do. The situation up to now was wide open
and anything could happen.

Mr. O’Shea: Will the Minister confirm that
some charities here do no fund-raising? Does he
not think it urgent, if it is a possibility that so-
called charities are fund-raising or money laun-
dering for terrorist organisations, that something
should be done in advance of the legislation? As
this type of activity can lead to awful terrorist
acts, must we wait for the legislation? Can some-
thing be done in the interim?

Mr. N. Ahern: I do not think anything can be
done in the interim. It is full steam ahead as far
as the Department is concerned. However, this
is not simple legislation. If we manage to get it
published by the end of next year, we will be
doing well. It will be a comprehensive Bill with
more than 200 heads. Public consultations have
been held and in recent days the independent
evaluation of the submissions made has been
published. The Law Reform Commission is work-
ing in the area of trust law. However, much work
needs to be done and new legislation is needed.

The area is unregulated. Most of the charities
we hear about daily do great work and fully sup-
port our efforts. The public reaction and that of
the charities has been very favourable because all
charities doing good work need this legislation as
a protection and the sector needs to have safe-
guards. However, as the sector is unregulated,
there are no provisions short of the legislation.
We are progressing that as best we can.

Community Development.

133. Mr. Gregory asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the most
appropriate source of long-term funding for the
community after schools project in Dublin 1, cur-
rently in receipt of short-term funds from his
Department, in view of the very valuable work in
child care and training undertaken by this project
since it was established in 1995; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [23073/04]

Mr. N. Ahern: I informed the Deputy in reply
to his Parliamentary Question No. 1284 last week
that the community after schools project, Dublin
1, was originally funded by the Department of
Justice, Equality and Law Reform through Area
Development Management. Following a decision
in that Department that the project no longer met
the criteria for funding through ADM under the
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equal opportunities child care programme, my
Department agreed to fund the project through
its community development unit in recognition of
the need to maintain the after schools services in
the Amiens Street area. Short-term funding until
the end of 2004 has been agreed. Subject to con-
tinued satisfactory progress within the project, I
anticipate that funding will be made available to
this project in 2005 from my Department.

However, I understand that the CASP also
applied for funding to the Dormant Accounts
Fund Disbursements Board. The board has
decided to engage ADM to administer the initial
round of funding on its behalf. This application
is currently being evaluated by ADM against the
criteria set out in the published guidelines. Fol-
lowing this evaluation process, a recommendation
will be made to the Dormant Accounts Fund Dis-
bursements Board for decision. The CASP will
be advised of the board’s decision in due course.

Mr. Gregory: I accept that funding is being pro-
vided for this year and, hopefully, next year from
the community development unit of the Depart-
ment. Is it intended, all going well, that the com-
munity development unit will continue to fund
this project on an ongoing basis? I ask in the con-
text of the fact that, since its inception in 1995,
the project was funded first by the Department of
Social Welfare, then the Department of Justice,
Equality and Law Reform and now the Depart-
ment of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs. There is a great deal of frustration with
such projects that no one Department appears to
take responsibility for after school projects. Does
the Minister of State accept that the recent
OECD report severely criticised this country
regarding early childhood education and specifi-
cally the need to provide after school activities
for children in severely disadvantaged areas?
Here we have a group which has spent years of
frustrated effort and energy in trying to locate a
source of ongoing funding to provide such a ser-
vice. The OECD report stated it was one of the
strengths of the Irish system that it had voluntary
and community groups carrying out this type of
work.

Will the Minister clarify the position regarding
funding from the community development unit?
Is it intended to provide this on an ongoing basis?
What can be done to mainstream groups provid-
ing after school services in the absence of any-
thing else for children in extremely disadvantaged
areas in the north inner city? That part of the
north inner city, as the Minister is well aware, is
a byword for inequality and lack of access to
second and third level education.

There was a question earlier about drugs and
children who end up using drugs. Services and
community projects such as the one under dis-
cussion steer young children away from drugs and
give them a chance to get through second level
and into third level education. Does the Minister
accept it is of vital importance to disadvantaged
areas that projects such as these are given a per-

manent source of funding for the very badly
needed after school activities they provide?

Mr. N. Ahern: Funding is secure for this year. I
anticipate that next year funding will be provided
either from the dormant accounts fund or by the
Department. I cannot say what the position will
be further into the future.

This is a very good project. The fact the
Department took it over is proof of that. I am
not sure whether the Deputy has done it justice
because some items he mentioned might be on a
different tangent. The Deputy is correct about its
history, that it was under the Department of
Social and Family Affairs and then the Depart-
ment of Justice, Equality and Law Reform as a
child care project. It has come to the Department
of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs as a
community development project. For the Deputy
to zone in on the child care aspect of it is not
music to the ears of my Department. The reason
it was moved from the Department of Justice,
Equality and Law Reform is that it no longer met
the necessary criteria. It now covers not only chil-
dren but adults and community development.
That is why my Department is involved. It is a
good project but it has outgrown the existing
funding schemes. It is now viewed, from a long-
term perspective, as community development and
that is how it is being funded. Its effectiveness
must also be examined in terms of continuing
resources. It is a good project. The issue is to find
the right home for it. If it fits the criteria of com-
munity development, the Department of Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs will be
happy to look after it. However, the difficulty is
that as such projects grow they do not remain
within the criteria set out by different Depart-
ments. That is why it was moved from the
Department of Justice, Equality and Law
Reform.

Mr. Gregory: The reason I raised the matter is
that it is such a good project. The Minister of
State says his Department is happy to fund it for
the moment. That is the problem. How can the
people running this project, which has been in
operation since 1995, continue without funding?
They need something better than a promise of
funding for the moment.

Mr. N. Ahern: I hear what the Deputy says.
Departments are rather structured and fund the
groups in question within certain criteria. I do not
believe the project is in any immediate danger.
The fact that I can state that it is viewed as a
good project indicates that. However, it is moving
towards adult education. My Department is
happy to fund the project under the heading of
community development. It is not a child care
project. If it was it would be dealt with by the
Department of Justice, Equality and Law
Reform.
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Rural Social Scheme.

134. Mr. Crawford asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the number
of persons employed in the new rural social
scheme announced in the budget on 3 December
2003; if he has satisfied himself that all the money
allocated in that budget will be utilised in 2004; if
not, the position regarding the unused funds; and
if he will make a statement on the matter.
[23072/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): Ba mhaith liom mo
bhuı́ochas a ghabháil leis an Teachta O’Dowd as
ucht an dea-mhian a chuir sé in iúl dom féin agus
don Aire Stáit, agus ba mhaith liom an rath
céanna a ghuı́ air féin an tseachtain seo.

The number of persons employed on the rural
social scheme is 285, including supervisors, at
present. The total number of applications
received which have been reported to my Depart-
ment by the implementing bodies is 997. A total
of 565 applicants have been allocated places on
the scheme, 82 of whom have been unsuccessful
on the grounds that they do not meet the eligi-
bility criteria. The remaining applications are
under consideration. This is good progress on the
scheme and I expect the numbers to increase sig-
nificantly before the end of this year.

As outlined in the Budget Statement on 3
December 2003, the Dormant Accounts Dis-
bursement Board transferred \10 million from
the dormant accounts fund to my Department to
deliver the scheme this year, at my request. The
second source of funding is savings arising in the
Department of Social and Family Affairs as a
result of persons transferring to the rural social
scheme. My Department will be discussing the
issue of how these savings will be dealt with in
discussions with the Department of Social and
Family Affairs.

I am confident the amount transferred will
meet the needs of the scheme this year. The issue
of any funds unused at the end of the year will be
dealt with in accordance with Government finan-
cial procedures and the rules applying to the dor-
mant accounts fund.

Mr. Crawford: Is the Minister satisfied with the
speed of implementation of this scheme? I under-
stand it began as a pilot scheme in eight areas and
is now being implemented nationally. Does the
Minister believe he can meet the target of 2,500
places by the end of the year? Is there anything
that might prevent people from joining it? Is
there clarity on whether people will retain their
secondary benefits, for example, medical cards
and so on? A medical card is extremely important
to a person on low income in rural Ireland, not
merely from the medical point of view but in the
context of school transport, clothing allowance
and so on. Can the Minister guarantee that a per-
son joining this scheme can still avail of the sec-
ondary benefits enjoyed under the other
schemes? Would the Minister admit that, nine

months on, this scheme has been slow to get off
the ground?

Éamon Ó Cuı́v: Like all schemes, this was slow
at the beginning. One of the causes of the delay
was the decision to use existing community struc-
tures to deliver the scheme, i.e. the Leader com-
panies. A major delay over the summer occurred
as a result of having to wait for the Leader com-
panies to declare themselves ready to take on the
scheme. The Deputy will be glad to hear the
scheme is now available nationally.

In addition, I am confident, given the areas in
which it now operates, that we will have no
trouble filling the 2,500 places. In the areas where
it is already operating there are not enough places
to meet demand. We allocated the initial tranche
of places in direct proportion to the number of
people receiving farm assist in each area. We
have therefore held places for those coming into
the scheme now. I believe there will be a very fast
take-up. As each Leader company learns from
others, the experience gained will be transmitted
from one to another. It was significant that, apart
from Duhallow, the Gaeltacht schemes made the
most progress. However, Údarás na Gaeltachta,
which was involved in the Gaeltacht schemes, had
considerable experience with community employ-
ment schemes and had already ploughed that fur-
row. I am happy that the figure of 2,500 partici-
pants will be attained soon. I will not put my life
on whether it will be on 31 December 2004 or
sometime in January 2005. However, now that
the scheme is in full operation, it will soon see a
full take-up. The Leader companies coming in
now will learn from the experience of the first
Leader companies.

The aim is to ensure that the same secondary
benefits available to community employment
scheme participants will be available to the rural
social scheme participants, including the medical
card. I can confirm that the Christmas bonus will
be paid. However, I will check the other matter
with the health authorities. The case was made
for all secondary benefits available to community
employment scheme participants to be available
to those in the rural social scheme.

Mr. Crawford: That provision is of the utmost
importance to the rural social scheme. Unless the
situation is clear to community health officers,
they cannot state otherwise. I understand there
has been no clarification in this area and the
Minister is simply informing the House how he
believes it should be. However, clarification on
the availability of secondary benefits, such as the
medical card, is needed and vital to the scheme.
It is unfortunate that the farmers have been made
scapegoats in this area.

Éamon Ó Cuı́v: I have confirmed that the
Christmas bonus arrangement will be the same as
the community employment scheme. I will also
check with the health authorities as to the exact
status of the rural social scheme. The case my
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Department has made is that it should be the
same as the community employment scheme. I
understand some arrangements must be made. I
will check if they are in place and will convey the
answer to Deputy Crawford.

Polasaı́ Dátheangachas.

135. D’fhiafraigh Mr. Sargent den Aire Gnó-
thaı́ Pobail, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta cén céata-
dán de na státseirbı́sigh ina Roinn atá dáthean-
gach sa Ghaeilge agus sa Bhéarla agus cén
tionchar a bheidh ag Acht na dTeangacha Oifigi-
úla agus ag stádas oifigiúil don Ghaelige san
Aontas Eorpeach, AE, ar an riachtanas Gaeilge
a bheith ag státseirbhı́sigh agus ag daoine eile
amach anseo. [23281/04]

Éamon Ó Cuı́v: Mar is eol don Teachta, nı́ fol-
áir, bhı́ de phribhléid agam scéim mo Roinne féin
faoi Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla 2003 a fhoilsiú
ar an Déardaoin seo chaite. Ar ndóigh, tá céata-
dán suntasach de rannáin mo Roinne-se ag
feidhmiú cheana féin trı́ Ghaeilge. I gcás gach
ceann de na rannáin a sholáthraı́onn seirbhı́sı́ ar
bhonn dhuine-le-duine trı́ Bhéarla amháin faoi
láthair, tá céimeanna sonracha luaite sa scéim a
chinnteoidh go mbeidh ar chumas na rannán sin
déileáil go héifeachtach trı́ mheán na Gaeilge le
grúpaı́ seachtracha roimh dheireadh thréimhse na
scéime. Tá i gceist go ndéanfaidh an t-aonad oil-
iúna measúnú ar sholáthar agus éileamh ó thaobh
sheirbhı́sı́ Gaeilge dhe i ngach rannóg de chuid
na Roinne mar chuid den phróiseas sin.

Ag tagairt don earnáil phoiblı́ go ginearálta,
caithfear a thuiscint nach féidir gach rud a bhaint
amach thar oı́che agus, mar a dúirt mé ón dtús, is
ı́ an aidhm atá agam ná go mbeidh feabhsúcháin
á mbaint amach, thar thréimhse roinnt scéime-
anna, ar leibhéal agus ar chaighdeán na seirbhı́sı́
poiblı́ a bhı́onn á gcur ar fáil trı́ Ghaeilge, de
réir éilimh.

Nı́ mór a thuiscint freisin gur ar an gcomhlacht
poiblı́, seachas ar an duine aonair, atá an dualgas
a chinntiú go gcuirfı́ feabhas ar bhealach comh-
tháite, céimiúil agus aontaithe ar chaighdeán na
seirbhı́sı́ a chuirtear ar fáil trı́ mheán na Gaeilge
agus go mbeidh na hacmhainnı́ cuı́ chuige sin cur-
tha ar fáil i gcomhréir leis na ngeallúintı́ a bheidh
sonraithe i scéim. Nı́ mór dom a mhiniú freisin,
ar eagla aon mhı́-thuisceana, nach mbeidh úsáid
na Gaeilge éigeantach d’aon státseirbhı́seach nó
seirbhı́seach poiblı́ agus gur ar bhonn
chomhpháirtochta a thabharfar feidhm don Acht,
chomh maith le pé torthaı́ a n-eascraı́onn as ceist
na Gaeilge san AE, atá á plé leis na hinstitiúidı́
Eorpacha faoi láthair.

Mr. Sargent: Ar dtús báire ba mhaith liom a
ghuı́ go n-éireoidh go geal leis an Aire agus le
hAire Stáit na Roinne ins an chéad chéim eile
den Rialtas — an céim dheireannach, déarfainn.

Tá a fhios agam nach féidir rudaı́ a dhéanamh
thar oı́che i gcomhthéacs athrú bunúsach in úsáid
na teanga mar shampla. Mar sin féin, nach gcea-
pann an tAire go mbeadh sé cabhrach, mar sham-

pla i gcás Ombudsman na Leanaı́ nuair nár luadh
Gaeilge mar riachtanas don phost, a rá go
mbeadh eolas ar Ghaeilge ina buntáiste? Nach
gceapann sé go mbeadh cumas oibre trı́ Ghaeilge
ina ghné de fhostú amach anseo má tá ciall nó
éifeacht taobh thiar den pholasaı́ a théann leis an
Acht teanga? An bhfuil an tAire sásta a rá go
poiblı́ gur buntáiste ı́ an Ghaeilge ag iarrthóirı́,
go mórmór má aithnı́tear stádas na Gaeilge san
Aontas Eorpach agus i gcomhthéacs polasaı́
dátheangach ina Roinn féin agus, le cúnamh Dé,
i ngach Roinn eile?

Ba cheart go mbeadh cumas oibre trı́ Ghaeilge
á mheas i ngach aon oifig, nı́ hamháin i Roinn an
Aire ach i ngach Roinn eile. Caithfear a rá an
bhfuil cumas na Gaeilge ann nó nach bhfuil i
dtreo is go dtuigfidh daoine go bhfuilimid ag dul
sa treo cheart agus nı́ a mhalairt. An módh oibre
fostaı́ochta is mó atá i gceist agam anseo. Nuair a
thagann duine i gcomhair agallaimh, ba cheart a
chumas oibre trı́ Ghaeilge a mheas. Nı́ dóigh liom
go bhfuil sé sin i gcoinne aon riail.

Éamon Ó Cuı́v: B’fhéidir go bhfuil an Teachta
ag breith ar seo ón taobh mı́cheart. Ma bhre-
athnaı́on sé ar phlean mo Roinne féin, is é atá
ann go soiléir ná go mbeidh duine i ngach uile
rannóg a bhéas in ann seirbhı́s a thabhairt do chu-
staiméir trı́ mheán na Gaeilge. Nı́ hamhlaidh atá
i láthair na huaire. Ar ndóigh, mar atá ráite go
minic, déanann rannóg na Gaeilge, rannóg na n-
oileán agus rannóg na Gaeltachta a ngnóithe trı́
Ghaeilge, ach ins na rannógaı́ eile nı́ hamhlaidh
atá.

An rud atá i gceist a dhéanamh as seo go ceann
trı́ bliana ná déanamh cinnte go mbeidh daoine
ins na rannóga eile sa Roinn a bhéas in ann
déileáil leis an bpobal trı́ Ghaeilge. Chuige sin,
beidh orainn, idir tréanáil, earcaı́ocht agus folún-
tais inmheánacha, déanamh cinnte gur chuid den
pholasaı́ earcaı́ochta é go mbeidh duine le Gae-
ilge i ngach uile rannóg. Nı́ shin le rá go mbeidh
ar gach uile dhuine sa rannóg Gaeilge a bheith
acu ach beidh orainn déanamh cinnte go bhfuil,
ar a laghad, duine le Gaeilge i ngach rannóg.
Beidh orainn é sin thógáil san áireamh i gcúrsaı́
earcaı́ochta, ardaithe céime agus mar sin de.

Tá sé tábhachtach go mbeadh sé seo ar fad
bunaithe ar sheirbhı́s don phobal seachas ar rud
inmheánach ar mhaithe leis féin nó seachas rud
le buntáiste a thabhairt don Ghaeilge thar an
mBéarla dı́reach ar mhaithe le post a fháil. Nı́
shin atá i gceist. Ar ndóigh, dá mbeadh post do
thréidlia, chaithfı́ dul agus tréidlia a fháil. Má tá
post ina bhfuil Gaeilge agus Béarla riachtanach,
beidh orainn duine le Gaeilge agus Béarla a fháil.
Beidh ceann de na postanna sin le lı́onadh i ngach
uile rannóg i mo Roinn as seo go ceann trı́ bliana.

Beimid ag súil go n-úsáideann na rannóga Stáit
agus na comhluchtaı́ poiblı́ eile plean Ranna
s’againne seo mar eiseamláir de dhea-chleachtas
agus go leanfar é thar an tseirbhı́s poiblı́. Dá
mbeadh duine amháin le Gaeilge i ngach uile ran-
nóg Stáit agus i ngach uile rannóg des na heagraı́-
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[Éamon Ó Cuı́v.]
ochtaı́ Stát, bheadh orainn go leor daoine le Gae-
ilge a earcadh. Luı́onn sin le réasún.

Is ar mhaithe le seirbhı́s don chustaiméir agus
ard-chaighdeán seirbhı́se a thabhairt do chustai-
méirı́ atá seo á dhéanamh agus nı́ ar mhaithe le
buntáiste a thabhairt don Ghaeilgeoir thar an
duine nach bhfuil ach Béarla amháin aige. Ar
ndóigh, ar nós aon cháilı́ocht a bheith ag duine,
is buntáiste é an cháilı́ocht bhreise a bheith ag
duine go bhfuil sé nó sı́ dátheangach.

Mr. Sargent: Tuigim go bhfuil an tAire ag caint
ar pholasaı́ earcaı́ochta agus tagaim leis sin. An
féidir leis a rá go bhfuil sé mı́-shásúil nach raibh
aon tagairt do riachtanas na Gaeilge in earcaı́ocht
Ombudsman na Leanaı́. Tuigeann an tAire go
bhfuil go leor leanaı́ le Gaeilge, agus muna bhfuil
Gaeilge ag an ombudsman, beidh fadhb ann.

An bhfoilseoidh an tAire, ó am go céile, tuair-
isc ar dhul chun cinn seirbhı́s trı́ Ghaeilge i ngach
aon Roinn? Ba cheart go dtuigfeadh an pobal go
bhfuil dul chun cinn á dhéanamh agus cad iad na
Ranna atá ag déanamh an dul chun cinn is fearr.

Éamon Ó Cuı́v: Maidir le ceist Ombudsman na
Leanaı́, tá go leor easnaimh sa seirbhı́s poiblı́ ach
ná bı́odh muid ag breathnú siar. Rinneadh é sin
roimh feidhmiú an Achta. Beidh ar oifig
Ombudsman na Leanaı́ plean a chur faoi bhráid
na Roinne le déileáil le ceist sheirbhı́s trı́ Ghae-
ilge ach nı́l mise ag dul a rá inniu céard a bhéas
sa bplean sin. Is rud é sin a bhéas le plé. Roghnaı́-
odh 25 des na comhluchtaı́ poiblı́ is tábhachtaı́ sa
tı́r — bı́odh siad tábhachtach ar bhonn náisiúnta,
mar Oifig an Úachtaráin nó Oifig an Taoisigh, nó
mar go bhfuil siad ag freastal ar an nGaeltacht,
mar Chomhairle Condae Thı́r Conaill — agus a
rá leo go bhfuil orthu plean a réiteach. Beidh
orthu an plean sin a aontú agus beidh spriocanna
cinnte ann mar atá leagtha amach i bplean na
Roinne s’agam féin, an t-aon phlean atá foilsithe.
Beidh an sprioc agus an rud atá leagtha amach le
déanamh go ceann trı́ bliana soiléir nuair atá an
plean aontaithe.

Bheidh sé de dhualgas ag an gCoimisinéir
Teanga déanamh cinnte go bhfeidhmnı́tear an
plean sin, mar is plean reachtúil atá i gceist. Is
eisean a bheadh ag déanamh tuairisciú ar
chomhlı́onadh na gceallúintı́ ar fad atá ins na ple-
ananna. Sin an t-easnamh a bhı́ i saol na Gaeilge
go dtı́ anois. Is iomaı́ plean a réitı́odh agus is
iomaı́ geallúint a tugadh ach nı́ raibh éinne
neamhspleách taobh amuigh den chóras le déan-
amh cinnte gur comhlı́onadh na geallúintı́ ar fad.
Beidh sé sin amhlaidh sa gcás seo agus is céim
mhór chun cinn é sin.

Other Questions.

————

Departmental Expenditure.

136. Mr. Durkan asked the Minister for Com-

munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the extent
and nature of expenditure in respect of schemes
or projects funded by his Department to date in
2004; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [22910/04]

Éamon Ó Cuı́v: The gross expenditure allo-
cation for my Department in 2004 is approxi-
mately \298 million. As the Deputy will be aware,
details of the allocations to individual programme
areas are included in the Revised Estimates Vol-
ume 2004, which was published earlier in the
year.

Expenditure up to 24 September 2004 across
the three main programme areas, excluding
administration, is \162 million, which can broadly
be broken down as follows: an Ghaeilge agus an
Ghaeltacht, \49 million; community affairs, \77
million; and rural affairs, \36 million. The Deputy
will also be aware that expenditure within these
programme areas takes place across a wide range
of schemes and projects, descriptions of which are
available on my Department’s website at
www.pobail.ie.

It is the practice of both my colleague, the
Minister of State, Deputy Noel Ahern, and
myself to make available on the Department’s
website details of all announcements relating to
grant approvals and other expenditure-related
decisions under these programmes.

Mr. Crawford: Is the Minister satisfied that all
is working out according to plan? One has to be
very worried at the news today of the Govern-
ment underspend which demonstrates a lack of
planning and administration. The Opposition is
worried that this money is being kept as a war
chest for the next election rather than being pro-
vided for necessary funding today.

Mr. O’Dowd: Hear, hear.

Mr. Crawford: Is the Minister satisfied that
community and other groups will be able to use
the money available to them before the end of
this year?

Éamon Ó Cuı́v: I assure the Deputy that there
is no advantage for me in not spending the
money, otherwise it reverts to the Exchequer. I
will see to it, as far as I possibly can, that the
Department spends every euro it receives, and
not only the euro but also the cent. Last year, the
Department was within \100,000 of a total spend
and that is as good as one can hope for.

There are variables to be taken into account. It
can sometimes be difficult to ascertain details of
the spend at certain times of the year. For
example, I have been asking local authorities to
send in bills for the money spent to date this year
to have some information on the work com-
pleted. It has been a tradition for local authorities
to send in all the bills at the end of the year. I
find it strange that they would not look for the
money because my Department wants to give
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them the money and it makes budgeting more dif-
ficult. The Department has been in constant con-
tact with local authorities, suggesting that they
send in quarterly bills for the work done. It would
provide the Department with a better fix on the
work done and enable it to budget better.

As Minister, I keep a very close eye on the sit-
uation. I must ensure that I do not overspend.
The Deputy can rest assured that my target is to
hit it right on the button at the end of the year
and to ensure that all the funds given to the
Department are spent. It is difficult enough to
acquire the funding and it is preferable to spend
it.

Irish Language.

137. Mr. Broughan asked the Minister for
Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the
number of plans he has sought under the Official
Languages Act 2003 from Departments and State
bodies; if there are sufficient Irish speakers within
the State service to fully implement all the pro-
visions of the Act; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [22794/04]

Éamon Ó Cuı́v: Last Thursday morning I had
the privilege of launching the first language
scheme in my Department and formally launch-

Comhlachtaı́ poiblı́ don chéad bhabhta scéimeanna

List of public bodies for the first round of schemes

Ainm na hEagraı́ochta Name of Organisation

Oifig an Uachtaráin Office of the President

Roinn an Taoisigh Department of the Taoiseach

Oifig na gCoimisinéirı́ Ioncaim Office of the Revenue Commissioners

An Roinn Airgeadais Department of Finance

An Roinn Comhshaoil, Oidhreachta agus Rialtais Áitiúil Department of Environment, Heritage and Local
Government

An Roinn Ealaoin, Spóirt agus Tuarasóireachta Department of Arts, Sports and Tourism

An Roinn Gnóthaı́ Sóisialacha agus Teaghlaigh Department of Social and Family Affairs

An Roinn Oideachais agus Eolaı́ochta Department of Education and Science

An Roinn Talamhaı́ochta agus Bia Department of Agriculture and Food

Oifig Choimisinéirı́ na Státseirbhı́se agus na gCoimisinéirı́ um Office of the Civil Service and Local Appointments
Cheapacháin Commission

Oifig an Ombudsman/ Oifig an Choimisinéara Faisnéise + An Office of the Ombudsman/ Office of the Information
Coimisiún Reifrinn Commissioner + the Referendum Commission

An tSeirbhı́s Chúirteanna The Courts Service

An Chomhairle Ealaı́on The Arts Council

Bord Sláinte an Iarthair The Western Health Board

Bord Sláinte an Iar-Thuaiscirt The North Western Health Board

Coiste Gairmoideachais Chontae Dhún na nGall County Donegal Vocational Education Committee

Comhairle Chontae Chiarraı́* Kerry County Council*

Comhairle Chontae Dhún na nGall* Donegal County Council*

Comhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe* Galway County Council*

Comhairle Chontae Phort Láirge* Waterford County Council*

(*Comhairlı́ Baile faoina gcúram san áireamh — liosta thı́os) (*Including Town Councils under their remit — list
below)

Ollscoil na hÉireann, Gaillimh National University of Ireland, Galway

Ollscoil na hÉireann, Má Nuad National University of Ireland, Maynooth

Ollscoil Chathair Bhaile Átha Cliath Dublin City University

Institiúid Teicneolaı́ochta na Gaillimhe- Maigh Eo Galway Mayo Institute of Technology

Oifig an Stiúrthóra Ionchúiseamh Poiblı́ Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions

ing the preparation of three-year schemes by 25
other public bodies, details of which are set out in
a table which I propose to circulate in the Official
Report. I anticipate that each of these will have
finalised schemes before the end of March 2005.

I am satisfied that sufficient resources of staff
with the appropriate skills, and of good will,
which is as critical a resource in this work as
money, are available within each of these public
bodies to prepare substantial schemes which will
see a worthwhile improvement in the availability
and quality of public services through Irish. My
officials have informed me that they have met a
positive and enthusiastic response to this chal-
lenge in each of these 25 bodies.

I reiterate a point I have made on a number of
occasions, that the implementation of the Official
Languages Act is a long-term project which poses
real challenges for the public service. Not every-
thing can be achieved quickly. My intention is to
achieve sustained improvement in the delivery of
public services through Irish over the lifetime of
perhaps several successive rounds of schemes.
The detail of each individual scheme will be
framed by the public body concerned in the con-
text both of the resources available to it and the
demand from the public for services through
Irish.
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*Comhairlı́ Baile faoi chúram na Comhairlı́ Chondae

*Town councils under remit of county councils

Ainm na hEagraı́ochta Name of Organisation

Comhairle Bhaile Bhéal Átha Seanaigh Ballyshannon Town Council

Comhairle Bhaile Bhun Cranncha Buncrana Town Council

Comhairle Bhaile Bhun Dobhráin Bundoran Town Council

Comhairle Bhaile Leitir Ceanainn Letterkenny Town Council

Comhairle Bhaile Chill Áirne Killarney Town Council

Comhairle Bhaile Lios Tuathail Listowel Town Council

Comhairle Bhaile Thrá Lı́ Tralee Town Council

Comhairle Bhaile Bhéal Átha na Slua Ballinasloe Town Council

Comhairle Bhaile Locha Riach Loughrea Town Council

Comhairle Bhaile Tuama Tuam Town Council

Comhairle Bhaile Dhún Garbháin Dungarvan Town Council

Comhairle Bhaile an Lios Mhóir Lismore Town Council

Comhairle Bhaile na Trá Móire Tramore Town Council

Mr. O’Shea: It was remiss of me when I was on
my feet on the last occasion not to congratulate
the Minister and the Minister of State for holding
their positions. I wish them the very best in the
time that remains to them in their present
positions.

The Minister has sought plans from 25 bodies.
The Schedule to the Act listed over 600 bodies.
The Minister hopes to have approved plans for
these organisations by the end of March 2005.
What does the Minister envisage as the time-
frame when he refers to long term? If fluent Irish-
speaking staff are required in 600 different organ-
isations in addition to interpreters and translators
who will be required if the Minister succeeds in
his efforts to have Irish accepted as an official
working language of the EU, I worry that there
is an over-estimation of the number of people
who are available and who will have sufficient flu-
ency in the language to implement the Act.

Éamon Ó Cuı́v: I thank the Deputy for his
good wishes. I agree with him on the points he
made. In the context of the Act and the position
of the Irish language, I stated in this House dur-
ing the passage of the Bill that we must be
realistic. The available resources must be assessed
and we must progress according to what is avail-
able. For that reason the plan for my Department
is modest because resources are limited. The
number of publications requiring translation is
limited and has been vastly exaggerated. The
Department is aware of the resources issue. It is
the responsibility of each body to decide what are
the proposals and what would be required to pro-
vide a good service.

The Department has chosen 25 bodies, but they
have been chosen strategically, either because of
their great national importance, such as the
Office of the President or the Department of the

Taoiseach, or because they service the public in
an interactive way, such as the Office of the Rev-
enue Commissioners or the Department of Social
and Family Affairs, which deals with everybody,
those from the Gaeltacht and the non-Gaeltacht,
Irish and English speakers. Bodies have been
chosen if they are located in regions, in the case
of local authorities and health boards, where
there is a Gaeltacht region. The 25 bodies rep-
resent a large percentage of the public’s interac-
tion with State bodies. The public’s interaction
with the final 200 or 300 bodies may be much less
than those 25 bodies which deal with the public
on a significant daily basis. Taxing one’s car and
dealing with the Department of Social and Family
Affairs and the Revenue Commissioners are sim-
ple tasks everyone in the State does. Ergo we
have focused on the bodies with the most interac-
tion with people in the State. When these 25
bodies are in place, we will have made a major
impact in terms of services.

4 o’clock

Mr. O’Dowd: I agree with what the Minister
said. As a supporter of the Act — I stressed that
in my question to him — does he not think it

would be a good idea if many of
these plans were published only on
the web because it is a waste of

money in terms of printing and so on? It would
be far more efficient if they were bilingual and on
the web. If one wants to see them, one can access
the web and download them. That would save
much money. Much of the criticism comes from
the fact that to print plans bilingually costs a lot
of money which we would not need to spend if
we published them on the web.

Éamon Ó Cuı́v: I could not agree with the
Deputy more. An interesting side-effect of the
Act is that people have suddenly become aware
of printing costs. We all see beautiful glossy
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magazines and photographs which cost us a for-
tune. Many publications are way too comprehen-
sive. In my experience, one gets so much material
each week that there is only one place for most of
it, that is, in one’s little wastepaper basket. That
is an issue which concerns us all. As part of the
implementation of the Act — it is an issue we will
discuss — we must all look at practical ways to
save costs on behalf of the State.

However, there are certain fundamentals —
this is a point on which I really appreciate
Members’ support — to which we should adhere.
It is a fundamental right of the Irish speakers of
this country to get certain basic documents in
Irish and to get basic services through Irish. I do
not care, what that costs, it is a fundamental right.
We can make cost savings in other ways so that
the net cost is not an unrealistic burden. In my
Department’s experience — we have totted up
the figures and have looked at it from every per-
spective — if we use the web on which I am very
keen, we will find we can implement the Act
without any serious impression on the cost base
of running the country. However, Irish speakers
will still have that fundamental right to which
they are entitled in their own country. It will take
a little adjustment but we will get there with the
minimum fuss.

I have one reservation about publishing every-
thing on the web. When we publish consultation
documents and so on, we put them on the web
and do not publish them in hard copy. However,
in the case of certain documents, we should have
a small number of hard copies for people who,
unlike us, do not have access to a computer or a
facility for printing documents. I use printed cop-
ies for such purposes.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Before coming to
the next question, I find it necessary to draw the
attention of the House to the rules governing
these questions which provide for supplementary
questions and answers not to exceed one minute.

Mr. Boyle: I appreciate the Minister’s situation
in terms of resources. I am sure he accepts the
goodwill of the House to make sure the Act is
implemented to the greatest extent possible. Is
the Minister satisfied that this House is doing all
it can? Maybe the issue of the availability of Irish
translation in the Visitors Gallery can be taken
up with the Houses of the Oireachtas Com-
mission. I believe the film in the audio visual cen-
tre is not available as gaeilge. Next week I will
host a very fine school from my constituency,
Coláiste Dáibhéid, and these are the basic facili-
ties which should be available.

Éamon Ó Cuı́v: The question of the services in
the House will come up in due course. I do not
have a list in front of me but I understand that is
one of the bodies that will have to present a plan,
although I will have to verify that. The Deputy is
correct in that it is vital we give example. It is for
that reason I very much welcome that the first list

of bodies contains such bodies as the Office of
the President, the Department of the Taoiseach
and the Department of Finance. That gives a
clear signal that the top layers of Government
right up to the top of the Oireachtas — in other
words, the Office of the President — are willing
to play a full part and to lead by example. That
is crucially important in making it clear that this
is something being done from the top down and
is not just for other organisations, that we will
lead it.

138. D’fhiafraigh Mr. Gilmore den Aire Gnó-
thaı́ Pobail, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta cén dul chun
cinn atá déanta i leith teorainn na Gaeltachta a
athrú. [22789/04]

141. D’fhiafraigh Mr. M. Higgins den Aire
Gnóthaı́ Pobail, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta cé
mhéid taighde atá déanta i leith usáid na Gaeilge
sa Ghaeltacht ag an Roinn Gnothaı́ Pobail, Tuai-
the agus Gaeltachta nó ar son na Roinne Gnothaı́
Pobail, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta. [22788/04]

165. D’fhiafraigh Mr. Sargent den Aire Gnó-
thaı́ Pobail, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta cé na
hathruithe atá á bpleanáil aige ar theorainneacha
na Gaeltachta. [22898/04]

Éamon Ó Cuı́v: Tógfaidh mé Ceisteanna
Uimhir 138, 141 agus 165 le chéile.

Mar is eol do na Teachtaı́, moladh i dtuarascáil
Choimisiún na Gaeltachta 2002 go mba chóir stai-
déar cuimsitheach teangeolaı́och a thionscnamh
ar úsáid na Gaeilge sa Ghaeltacht. Tar éis tairis-
cintı́ ina leith a bheith iarrtha agus scrúdaithe ag
mo Roinn, d’fhógair mé ar 31 Eanáir 2004 go
raibh an conradh chun a leithéid de staidéar á
bhronnadh ag mo Roinn ar Acadamh na hOllsco-
laı́ochta Gaeilge, Ollscoil na hÉireann, Gaillimh i
gcomhar leis an Institiúid Náisiúnta um Anailı́s
Réigiúnach agus Spásúil, Ollscoil na hÉireann,
Má Nuad.

Meastar go dtógfaidh an staidéar — a thosaigh
i mı́ Aibreáin 2004 — dhá bhliain go leith le cur
i gcrı́ch. Tá súil agam, mar sin, go mbeidh torthaı́
crı́ochnúla ar fáil thart ar Mheán Fómhair 2006.
Bainfear úsáid as torthaı́ an staidéir seo mar
bhunús chun forbairt theangeolaı́och na Gael-
tachta mar cheantar labhartha Gaeilge a threisiú
agus chun athbhreithniú a dhéanamh ar na limis-
téir oifigiúla Ghaeltachta, faoi mar a moladh i
dTuarascáil an Choimisiún. Cuirfear aon mholtaı́
maidir le hathruithe ar na limistéir faoi bhráid an
Rialtais in am tráth.

Mr. O’Shea: Gabhaim buı́ochas leis an Aire as
ucht an freagra sin a thabhairt don Teach. Nach
bhfuil sé so-fheicthe do éinne a théann go dtı́ na
Gaeltachtaı́ go bhfuil ceantracha áirithe nár
cheart Gaeltacht a thabhairt orthu i láthair na
huaire? An rud a chuireann imnı́ orm ná go bhfuil
an tAire ag rá go mbeimid ag feitheamh go dtı́
2006 chun toradh na hoibre ó Ollscoil na
hÉireann, Gaillimh, a fháil. Idir an dá linn beidh
cúrsaı́ ag dul in olcas an t-am go léir.
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[Mr. O’Shea.]
Mar adúirt an tAire cheana, más rud é go

bhfuil ceantar lasmuigh den Ghaeltacht mar atá
ina dteastaı́onn ón bpobal a bheith ainmithe mar
Ghaeltacht, tabharfar an seans don cheantar
teacht suas chuig caighdeán áirithe Gaeilge agus
a bheith ina Ghaeltacht. Tá sé deacair ceantar
mar sin a ainmniú ach má tá ceantracha amuigh
ansin go dteastódh uathu a bheith ina nGael-
tachtaı́ an d’fhéadfaı́ iad a mholadh agus seans a
thabhairt dóibh an toradh sin a bhaint amach
chomh luath agus is féidir?

Éamon Ó Cuı́v: Maidir leis an dara cuid den
cheist, rinne mé ainailı́s bunaithe ar dhaonáire-
amh 1996 ar lion na gcainteoirı́ laethúil Gaeilge
fásta ins na ceantracha taobh amuigh den nGael-
tacht. Nı́ raibh aon áit taobh amuigh den nGael-
tacht go raibh nı́os mó ná 10% den phobal ag
labhairt na Gaeilge go laethúil seachas trı́ toghro-
inn cheantair a bhı́ ar imeall na Gaeltachta go
raibh cuid den toghroinn cheantar sa nGaeltacht
agus an chuid eile taobh amuigh. Mar sin, nı́ léir
go bhfuil aon cheantar i láthair na huaire taobh
amuigh den nGaeltacht ar cheart dó bheith ina
Ghaeltacht.

Maidir le ceantracha atá san nGaeltacht anois
agus go bhféadfaı́ argóint a dhéanamh nar cheart
go mbeidı́s san nGaeltacht, an fhad is go bhfuil
an staidéar teangeolaı́ochta ar siúl tá dhá rud eile
ar bun taobh le taobh leis. Tá go leor scéimeanna
nua bunaithe agam leis an nGaeilge a threisiú
imeasc an phobail — luaim, mar shampla, cún-
tóirı́ teanga, cuairteoirı́ baile, scéimeanna plean-
ála pobal teanga agus campaı́ spóirt — leis an
nGaeilge a threisiú. Tá go leor airgid breise ag
dul isteach ins na naı́onraı́ Gaeltachta. Mar is eol
don Teachta, láinseáladh an feachtas feasachta le
gairid. Nı́l gach rud ina stad an fhad is a bhfuil an
staidéar teangeolaı́ochta ar bun. Táimid ag déan-
amh rudaı́ go dearfach.

An dara rud atáimid ag rá go soiléir le pobal
na Gaeltachta an fhad is atá an staidéar ar bun,
go mbeidh ceist le freagairt ag an bpobal an dtea-
staı́onn uathu fanacht san nGaeltacht nó nach
dteastaı́onn. Beimid ag déanamh soiléir dóibh má
theastaı́onn uathu fanacht san nGaeltacht go
mbeidh critéir áirid le comhlı́onach. Seachas
teacht aniar aduaidh orthu go tobann táimid ag
taobhairt réamh-fhógra dhá bhliain dóibh go
bhfuil an rud seo ag teacht, céard iad na roghnai-
the a bhéas le déanamh ag an bpobal, céard iad
na critéir a bhéas ann agus céard a bhéas orthu a
dhéanamh amach anseo le fanacht taobh istigh
den nGaeltacht.

Mar sin, tá mé ag bogadh ar aghaidh i dtı́ threo
comhthreomhar an an am gcéanna. Is dóigh liom
gurb shin an chaoi cheart le tabhairt faoin obair.

Mr. O’Dowd: Nach bhfuil sé fı́or, ó thaobh an
daonáirimh is déanaı́ de, go bhfuil laghdú mórtag-
tha ar chainteoirı́ Gaoluinne i roinnt dúichı́ a gla-
otar Gaeltacht orthu faoi láthair? Nı́ gá fanacht
dhá bhliain chun é sin a shoiléiriú.Nı́ labhartar
Gaeilge i gcuid des na dúichı́ sin ar chor ar bith.

Molaim an obair atá déanta ag an Aire, ag TG4
agus ag gach duine a oibrı́onn chun an Ghaeilge
a cothú, ach an cóir dul ar aghaidh le toghcháin
do Údarás na Gaeltachta go dtı́ go mbeidh an
Ghaeltacht socair agus daingean ar feadh deich
mbliana? Nach mbeadh sé nı́os fearr gan dul ar
aghaidh leis na toghcháin sin go dtı́ go mbeidh
imill na Gaeltachta socraithe ag an Aire? Má
leantar ar aghaidh leis na toghcháin, beidh daoine
nach bhfuil Gaeilge á labhairt acu agus nach
bhfuil baint dháirı́re acu leis an nGaeltacht ag
vótáil sna toghcháin. Is rud bunúsach é go dtioc-
faidh baill an údaráis ón nGaeltacht.

Éamon Ó Cuı́v: Tuigim an t-imnı́ atá ar an
Teachta. D’fhéadfaı́ méar a shı́neadh i dtreo na
Gaillimhe, go mórmhór ar na bruachbhailte thart
ar Ghaillimh. Tá mé ag breathnú ar reachtaı́ocht
an údaráis i gcomhthéacs eile ar fad ach nı́ bheidh
sé sin déanta roimh dháta thoghcháin Údarás na
Gaeltachta. Beidh cúig bliana caite ag an mbord
in oifig ag deireadh na bliana seo. Cheana féin,
d’éirigh ball amháin as i ngeall ar chuı́mse sláinte.
Mar sin, creidim go mba cheart dul ar aghaidh
leis an toghchán. Dá gcuirfinn an toghchán siar
bheifı́ ag casaoid fúm go raibh faitı́os orm go
mbuailfeadh Fianna Fáil sa toghchán. Rogha an
dá dheabhail atá agam ach tá i gceist agam dul ar
aghaidh leis na toghcháin. Má thagann athrú ar
theorainn na Gaeltachta, beidh sé sin i bhfeidhm
don chéad toghchán eile ina dhiaidh sin.

Is féidir liom a rá, a bheag nó a mhór, gur dao-
ine as croı́ lár na Gaeltachta formhór na mball
atá tofa ar Údarás na Gaeltachta mar, go praitici-
úil, is iad an pobal labhartha Gaeilge is mó a chui-
reann spéis ins na toghcháin áirid sin.

Designated Areas.

139. Mr. Crawford asked the Minister for
Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the
amount he has distributed in CLÁR funds to date
in 2004; and the breakdown of the distribution on
a county by county basis. [22410/04]

149. Mr. English asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if he has
proposals to extend the CLÁR area, especially
in the Border region in which areas have clearly
suffered serious depopulation but are not adjac-
ent to existing CLÁR areas; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [22412/04]

188. Ms Shortall asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the situation
regarding the CLÁR programme; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [22786/04]

Éamon Ó Cuı́v: I propose to take Questions
Nos. 139, 149 and 188 together.

I introduced the CLÁR programme in October
2001 to address depopulation as well as the
decline and lack of services in rural areas. An
Agreed Programme for Government contained a
commitment to annual funding for the CLÁR
programme and to consider additional areas for
inclusion in light of the 2002 population census
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data. The Government decided on the additional
areas for inclusion in the CLÁR programme and
I announced these on 17 January 2003. Areas in
18 counties amounting to a total population of
361,000 are now included in the programme.
There are no plans for any further review of the
boundary of CLÁR areas. I can also confirm that
no other significant areas fulfil the population cri-
teria for inclusion in CLÁR.

The provision in the Estimates for 2004 is
\13.49 million and this funding will continue to
support investment in physical, economic and
social infrastructure across a wide range of
measures. To date in 2004, more than \14 million
has been allocated to the counties in CLÁR
under the various measures operating under the
programme. Some measures operate on a two-
year cycle, 2004 and 2005, and this is reflected in
the funding allocated. In some cases, the bulk of
the approved funding in 2004 will not fall for pay-
ment in the same year, for example, top-up fund-
ing under the 2004 sports capital programme.

The breakdown by county is as follows: Cavan
— \1.1 million; Clare — \2.124 million; Cork —
\1.077 million; Donegal — \818,000; Galway —
\1.682 million; Kerry — \972,000; Leitrim —
\1.406 million; Limerick — \29,000; Longford —
\236,000; Louth — \154,000; Mayo — \1.3 mill-
ion; Meath — \29,000; Monaghan — \118,000;
Roscommon — \1.156 million; Sligo — \1.404
million; Tipperary North — \196,000; Tipperary
South — \23,000; Waterford — \361,000; and
Westmeath — \103,000.

Mr. Crawford: The Minister said no significant
area had been left out. I beg him to look again at
a few areas in the Border region that do not meet
the criteria of being close to existing CLÁR
areas, namely, the Knockatallon-Bragan moun-
tain area and the Mullyash mountain area, both
in County Monaghan. It is a scandal that those
areas are excluded solely because they are separ-
ated by the Border.

Éamon Ó Cuı́v: If one analyses it using the cri-
teria laid down for CLÁR, no area is left out
which would comprise a population of 1,000. We
analysed it every way. To be honest with the
Deputy, I tried to include every area I could
within the criteria. Unfortunately, those areas do
not fall within the criteria for the scheme.

Written Answers follow Adjournment Debate.

Message from Seanad.

An Ceann Comhairle: Seanad Éireann has
passed the Public Service Management
(Recruitment and Appointments) Bill 2003 with-
out amendment.

Adjournment Debate Matters.

An Ceann Comhairle: I wish to advise the
House of the following matters in respect of

which notice has been given under Standing
Order 21 and the name of the Member in each
case: (1) Deputy Sherlock — the need for funding
to be made available to construct the northern
relief road to relieve the heavy traffic in the
Bridge Street and Spa Glen areas in Mallow,
County Cork; (2) Deputy Timmins — the need
for the Minister to outline the progress achieved
in dealing with the issue of illegal dumping in
County Wicklow; (3) Deputy O’Dowd — the
need for the Minister to increase Garda resources
significantly in the towns of Drogheda, Dundalk
and Ardee and to provide Drogheda town with
closed circuit television, CCTV, immediately; (4)
Deputy Allen — the delay in commencing work
on the new Cork School of Music and what dis-
cussions have taken place between the Depart-
ment and the contractors, Jarvis; (5) Deputies
O’Sullivan and Noonan — the need for the Mini-
ster to sanction the continued employment of
jobs initiative workers in Limerick; (6) Deputy
Breeda Moynihan-Cronin — the need for an
increased allocation to the Southern Health
Board for the housing aid for the elderly scheme;
(7) Deputy Twomey — the role the Minister has
taken in the continuous monitoring of medi-
cations available in Ireland and if she is aware of
any more ongoing concerns regarding this or
other medication; (8) Deputy McHugh — the
need for the Minister to approve the submission
from the Western Health Board of the planning
brief for Tuam Hospital which was forwarded to
her Department on 8 October 2002; (9) Deputy
Perry — the need for the Government to rescind
the decision to locate the new regional health ser-
vices in Galway and establish it in Manorhamil-
ton in north County Leitrim; (10) Deputy
Michael Moynihan — the need for the Minister to
enhance further the attractiveness of the CLÁR
region as a centre of enterprise development by
offering greater incentives for setting up busi-
nesses there; (11) Deputies Pat Breen and James
Breen — the need for the Minister to provide
emergency funding immediately for the provision
of temporary accommodation for additional
teaching staff at Ennis national school, County
Clare; (12) Deputy Deenihan — the urgent need
to provide facilities for autistic children at Nano
Nagle School, Listowel, County Kerry; (13)
Deputy Neville — the review of the care and
treatment of a person (details supplied) at the
Mid-Western Regional Hospital; (14) Deputy
Fiona O’Malley — the need to discuss the import-
ance of developing biofuels in the economy; (15)
Deputy Michael D. Higgins — in view of the
deteriorating situation in the Middle East, the
need for the Government to press through the
European Union and the United Nations for an
end to Israeli military action, the issue of the
number and conditions of prisoners being held in
Iraq and the initiatives that the Irish Government
proposes to take in this regard; (16) Deputy Ned
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O’Keeffe — the closure of the pig slaughter line
at the Galtee Foods division of Dairygold Co-
operative Society Limited; (17) Deputy Boyle —
the need for the Minister to explain the decision
to cease funding the PAGE project in Cork city;
and (18) Deputy Morgan — the need for the
Minister to address the absence of maternity ser-
vices at Louth County Hospital in Dundalk.

The matters raised by Deputies Ned O’Keeffe,
Allen, Boyle and Breeda Moynihan-Cronin have
been selected for discussion.

Leaders’ Questions.

Mr. Kenny: It is now clear that in August 2001
the Garda Sı́ochána had information from
Interpol concerning details of alleged customers
of a company offering access to child pornogra-
phy websites and that the name of Brian Curtin
was included in that information.

On 25 May of this year, the Taoiseach
informed me that Mr. Curtin was appointed a
judge on the recommendation of the Judicial
Appointments Advisory Board, of which the then
Attorney General, now Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform, was a member. It is
clear from section 14 of the Courts and Court
Officers Act 1995 that the Judicial Appointments
Advisory Board has the power to consult persons
concerning applicants’ suitability for appointment
as judges. Will the Taoiseach inform me whether
the board consulted the Garda before Judge
Curtin’s appointment? If the answer to that ques-
tion is “No”, does that not mean there is a major
shortfall in the operation of that board when
recommending such sensitive and critical
appointments? If contact was made, it appears
likely that the appointment of Judge Curtin
would not have happened and we would not now
face uncharted constitutional territory before a
committee of the Houses. Will the Taoiseach
comment on that and has he moved to address
this serious lapse in procedures?

The Taoiseach: As we know, Brian Curtin was
appointed a judge of the Circuit Court almost
three years ago in November 2001. On 27 May
2002, the Director of Public Prosecutions pros-
ecuted Judge Curtin for knowingly having in his
possession child pornography, which is contrary
to section 6 of the Child Trafficking and Por-
nography Act 1998. Accordingly, the matter was
dealt with on indictment in the Circuit Court in
Tralee. The trial commenced on 20 April and
ended on 23 April on the basis that the warrant
on which the Garda searched Judge Curtin’s
house was sent on the day that it was executed,
namely, 27 May 2002.

The fact that the name of Brian Curtin
appeared on a list received by the Garda Sı́och-
ána from Interpol in August 2001 was put on the

record of the House by the Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform on 2 June this year
during the motion regarding the procedure on
Judge Curtin’s removal from office. In fact that
was the first matter referred to in the resolution.
However, the Garda Sı́ochána has confirmed that
it did not advise the Minister for Justice, Equality
and Law Reform at that time, Deputy O’Don-
oghue, or his Department of having received the
list from Interpol. Brian Curtin from Tralee,
County Kerry was one of more than 100 names
on that Interpol list. Obviously the Garda investi-
gation was required to ascertain who Brian Cur-
tin actually was and whether or not it was he who
personally accessed the sites. A garda in Harcourt
Street was not to know that Brian Curtin was a
senior counsel in Tralee who was at the time
being considered by the Judicial Appointments
Advisory Board for the Bench. Deputy Kenny is
asking whether the judicial appointments board
would have checked with the Garda. I cannot be
certain that it did, but I would surmise it would
not have, in a case like that. Even if it had carried
out a security check on Brian Curtin it is doubtful
whether the information from the investigation
would have been received at that stage. Security
checks seek details of criminal convictions. At
that stage a security check would not have shown
up that he had a criminal conviction because he
did not have one, and still has not.

Deputy Kenny’s last point was that the pro-
cedures of the judicial appointments board
should be amended, so that it could be seen
whether someone to be appointed had a criminal
record or was on a Garda list. I am not sure how
the Judicial Appointments Advisory Board
would take that suggestion. However, he raised
the question as to whether a security check was
done. A security check is done on staff in many
areas and I will look at that point. I cannot say
for definite, but I believe it is unlikely, because
of the people being dealt with. It is highly
unlikely that the board carries out a security
check on the type of people who would be on that
list, but I will check that point.

Mr. Kenny: Will the Taoiseach set in train a
system whereby the Judicial Appointments
Advisory Board should check with the Garda as
regards appointments such as this? If a caretaker
is being appointed to a school a character refer-
ence is sought from the Garda. I had a distraught
parent on the telephone last night who was
unable to adopt a child, because of a minor indis-
cretion with regard to a driving licence, I under-
stand. As I understand the mechanics of the final
approval for such an appointment, the current
Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
who was then Attorney General was a member
of the judicial appointments board, and the then
Minister for Justice, Deputy O’Donoghue, and
the Taoiseach would have had a final consultation
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about names under consideration. Does the Taoi-
seach recollect whether Deputy O’Donoghue,
from that part of the country, made any comment
about the suitability of the person being proposed
for appointment? In his replies to me on 25 May
this year, the Taoiseach said he would try to
check whether the then Attorney General had
any information to that effect. He appeared cer-
tain that he had not. Will he confirm what the
position is now?

I will repeat that there is strong public concern
over the necessity to have absolute clarity about
appointments of such sensitivity and importance.
It is necessary that the systems in place to super-
vise such appointments are seen to be absolutely
above board and in the people’s interest.

The Taoiseach: Deputy Kenny has raised two
points. I may be incorrect, but I doubt that the
Judicial Appointments Board or its secretariat or
chairperson carries out security checks. I may be
wrong, however.

Mr. Kenny: They are entitled to under the Act.

The Taoiseach: Perhaps they do, but I just have
a feeling they do not. I take the point, however.
I believe the important position of an usher in
this House involves a security check. I believe all
positions are important and should be checked. I
shall make that suggestion.

On the other aspect, we have spoken about this
before, but at no time did either the Attorney
General or the Minister indicate that they had
any knowledge or information to show that Brian
Curtin was an unsuitable person. I have checked
that since. While the Minister could recall who
Brian Curtin was, neither he nor the Attorney
General had information as to his unsuitability.

Mr. Rabbitte: Will the Taoiseach say what the
poor people of Ireland did to deserve Deputy
Brennan as Minister for Social and Family
Affairs? He does not want the job. Clearly he has
no interest in it. He got it by accident and poor
people who are marginalised and unemployed are
now going to have as their advocate and cham-
pion at the Cabinet table a man who would prefer
to be doing anything else. Did Deputy Brennan
threaten to resign his seat, as is reported when he
learned that Deputy Kitt was to be in the Cabinet
and that he was to be dropped? Were represen-
tations made to retain him and if so, by whom,
and how is it that he ended up in the Department
of Social and Family Affairs.

Will the Taoiseach say if he got a letter of resig-
nation from the Minister of State at the Depart-
ment of Transport, Deputy McDaid? Deputy
McDaid said he was sacked. If he was sacked it
would require a Government decision, which
meant the Taoiseach came to the House with 18
rather than 17 junior Ministers if Deputy McDaid

had not been removed by Government decision.
I do not want to start any shock waves in sub-
Saharan Africa at the prospect of my constitu-
ency colleague, Deputy Conor Lenihan, being
deprived of his office, but is he appointed prop-
erly? Will the Taoiseach say how he reconciles
all of this with Inchydoney? At Inchydoney the
message was that the social inclusion agenda was
at the top of Fianna Fáil priorities. How is it now
that we have ended up with Deputy Brennan in
the Department of Social and Family Affairs,
Deputy Harney in the Department of Health
and Children——

Mr. S. Power: Labour had Deputy De Rossa in
social welfare for long enough.

Mr. Rabbitte: ——and Deputy McDowell in
charge of equality? How can any of that be rec-
onciled? If the Taoiseach believes these Ministers
were not performing in their existing Depart-
ments, why should anyone believe they will per-
form in their new Departments? These are the
same tired failed old faces, no change, and the
Taoiseach says that by shuffling them around we
can somehow expect a better performance.

The Taoiseach: I assure Deputy Rabbitte that
Deputy Brennan will be a very good Minister for
Social and Family Affairs.

Ms Burton: The Taoiseach is the only one who
thinks that.

The Taoiseach: As someone who has been a
good constituency politician, caring for the wel-
fare of his constituents, I believe he is well suited
for that change from his last post of transport——

Mr. Durkan: What about the Luas?

The Taoiseach: I believe he will do an excellent
job. I do not believe he will be quite as Scrooge-
like as Deputy Rabbitte’s former colleague and
the president of his party, who only gave £1.50 to
the old people when he had the limited oppor-
tunity of looking after them. Deputy Brennan will
be far more caring. He will demonstrate this
tonight when he talks about the carers’ issue in
the House.

What normally happens as regards the appoint-
ment of Ministers and Ministers of State is that
Ministers resign. Whether they are resigning, as
in this case, or whether they are asked to resign,
I receive letters of resignation. In the case of
Deputy McDaid, when I met him on Wednesday,
I did not ask him for a letter of resignation. I did
that on Thursday morning. When I gave the list
of appointments to the House on Thursday morn-
ing, I had not received that letter. I now have the
letter from Deputy McDaid, so the statutory duty
is fulfilled.
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I will finalise that regulation when I give the

individual Ministers——

Mr. Rabbitte: Where does that leave Deputy
Conor Lenihan? Is his appointment regularised?

The Taoiseach: Deputy Conor Lenihan’s
appointment is now totally regularised because I
regularised it this morning. We will have to wait
for the next Cabinet——

(Interruptions).

An Ceann Comhairle: The Taoiseach, without
interruption.

The Taoiseach: In reply to Deputy Rabbitte, I
was amazed there was so much interest in the
reason the Government was looking to the future
in terms of what we are trying to do as a caring
Government and the huge expenditure we have
put into social, community, health and other
aspects. We were looking to hear a broad based
view on where we should best allocate resources
in the next budget and following budgets based
on the excellent report brought forward by Fr.
Healy and his colleagues. We looked at that
report and believed we should have received a
presentation on it. I suggest that meeting was
very good for all my colleagues in my party and
for everyone else in that we saw the things we
should do and where the priorities lie. When any-
body brings forward a report on the priorities in
terms of the areas in which we should spend
money, it is right that the Government should
look at it. In this case the Government did that.

Mr. Rabbitte: If it had not been a constituency
colleague of mine I would have raised earlier the
improper appointment of Deputy Conor
Lenihan. I am glad the appointment has been
regularised now and I hope it will not be an
impediment to him in any way.

Mr. C. Lenihan: Very touching.

Mr. Rabbitte: Does the Taoiseach not accept
that the people behind him, and his colleagues
watching on the monitors, are as confused as
those of us on this side of the House about the
point of the whole exercise? There is neither pur-
pose nor pattern to the reshuffle. It is like a
farmer at the cattle mart who goes into the bull-
pen with the cattle and prods them to move them
around. One bullock gets out the gate but the rest
are in the position in which they were before he
moved them around. Is it right to say that the
Minister, Deputy Brennan, is familiar with the
social inclusion agenda or dealing with poor
people? The only time he ever touched on it was
when he was looking after Deputy Healy-Rae,

Deputy Fox and others. He does not want to be
there.

What is the Taoiseach saying about him? Were
his decisions at Dublin Airport not Government
decisions? Is the Taoiseach saying he was off on
a frolic of his own at Dublin Airport and that the
new Minister for Transport will behave differ-
ently or was he pursuing Government policy?
How can the Taoiseach reconcile this Cabinet
with the commitment he made at Inchydoney and
since 11 June that there would be a more com-
passionate, caring face to this Government? He
has put square pegs into round holes. People who
were unable to perform in their old Departments
are now expected to deliver the goods in new
ones.

The Taoiseach: As I said last week and pre-
viously, decisions made by Government are col-
lective, responsible decisions and people act
towards the agenda. As far as I am concerned
everybody is equal, regardless of the Ministry
held. Whether it is I, a Minister or a Minister of
State, people are equal. They have a job to do.
Decisions are discussed in advance. The Govern-
ment makes policy and by moving people and
bringing four new people to the Cabinet table,
which is a quarter of the Cabinet, we are bringing
new vibrancy, activity and dynamic to the
Government. I hope the colleagues I have put
forward will show that in all of their Ministries.

I will not take lectures from parties that, when
in Government, never served the people who
were in need. Tonight this House will debate the
carer’s allowance but it was this Government that
brought in a carer’s allowance. Most measures in
the social welfare code were initiatives of my
party or the parties in Government. If the Oppo-
sition has any good suggestions about new issues
we will debate them but I will not listen to lec-
tures by people who did not take the opportunity
when they were in office.

Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin: I wish also to address
the record of the Minister, Deputy Brennan, not
the projected one in his new portfolio but rather
the legacy he has left following his departure
from the transport Ministry. I speak specifically
in regard to Aer Lingus. Does the Taoiseach not
agree that it is a scandal that the national airline
has been sized up for a sell-off, a privatisation, to
the management team at Aer Lingus? Does the
incoming Minister for Transport intend holding
to the policy position pursued by the Minister,
Deputy Brennan, while he had that responsibility
or will the Taoiseach now definitively, on his own
behalf and on behalf of Government, reject the
outrageous proposal for a management buy-out
of Aer Lingus?

Will the Taoiseach not agree, and I do not
believe this is overstating the fact, that it is an act
of piracy against the interests of this country and
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economy, not to mention the workforce, that any
particular body of the workforce, albeit the cur-
rent management or whatever, is in a position to
buy out and take overall control of Aer Lingus
and then, presumably, participate in a massive
stripping exercise for their own personal gain?
We need to be cognisant of the fact that workers
in Aer Lingus have been the key factor in ensur-
ing its success over many years, and that is not to
lose sight of the loyalty of Irish travellers who
have been, through the most troubled and diffi-
cult economic times, loyal users of Aer Lingus.
People throughout the country feel strongly
about this issue. Does the Taoiseach not recog-
nise that already there have been 3,000 redun-
dancies? Does he not accept that it is a misnomer
to describe the proposed further redundancy of
1,300 people as voluntary when it is clear that it
is anything but voluntary, against the backdrop of
this company recording profits of \100 million in
the past year? Is the Taoiseach aware, and I ask
him to be clear when replying to the House, of
the detail of the proposals being put to some
1,300 workers and their families, with all that
means, and does he accept that this is not volun-
tary and that the vague promises about replace-
ment and relocation amount to nothing?

The Taoiseach: I remind Deputy Ó Caoláin
that in recent years the Minister, Deputy
Brennan, was involved in progressing projects,
nowhere more than in Deputy Ó Caoláin’s con-
stituency in Carrickmacross, Castleblayney,
Monaghan town and Cavan. They were all major
projects and I thought he would have wanted to
put that on the record of the House.

Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin: What projects were
those? I thought that was the Department of the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

Mr. D. Ahern: The Deputy was probably at the
opening of them.

The Taoiseach: On the issue of Aer Lingus and
as I said to Deputy Kenny some time ago, that
report is being prepared. It should be ready some
time in October and will examine some of the
strategic issues raised about Aer Lingus. The
Government will examine that report. I said pre-
viously that the idea of a management buy-out
was not one I thought received support but we
have to do these things properly and examine it.
We also have to be realistic and twice in the past
14 years Aer Lingus has experienced grave diffi-
culties, once in the early 1990s when we had to
give what was then very substantial resources in
the order of £360 million to help the company at
that stage, which worked successfully, and then
more recently on the back of the events of 11
September. There is no doubt that the good work

of staff and trade unions in the airports is highly
commendable. They have done a great deal to
help keep the airline functioning and put it back
into profit from the difficult situation in which it
found itself in the last quarter of 2001. However,
we cannot close our eyes to what is happening
around the world. Some of the great airlines have
gone because they were not able to compete and
survive. As an island country we have a strategic
national interest in an airline. These issues must
be carefully examined and the Government will
do that.

Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin: I hardly think the
Taoiseach’s reply amounts to a categoric rejec-
tion of any proposal to countenance a managerial
take-over or any other privatisation of the
national airline. He perpetuates the concerns, not
only of the workforce but of broad opinion on
this issue across the country. Is the Taoiseach
aware that in its last major redundancy offer Aer
Lingus medical staff in the axed medical centre
were offered relocation as baggage handlers
within the Aer Lingus workforce? What is being
offered to the 1,300 people who now face threat?
Does he regard that as an offer that would keep
them still in the voluntary bracket? Nobody else
would.

Is the Taoiseach aware that there is great con-
cern among the existing and the pensioned work-
force of Aer Lingus about management’s efforts
to undermine the detail and terms of the pension
entitlements and rights of workers in the airline?
The Pensions Board deemed this exercise totally
unacceptable. Will the Taoiseach at least be spec-
ific in addressing the retired and the present
workforce in guaranteeing that he and the
Government, particularly the new Minister for
Transport, will ensure that there will be no tink-
ering with the pension rights and entitlements of
existing or former employees at Aer Lingus? He
should at least give them that comfort.

The Taoiseach: The Government will continue
to work closely with the trade unions rep-
resenting Aer Lingus and its staff on all the issues
vital to their future. The report on the future of
Aer Lingus, which considers some of the strategic
options and some of the difficulties, will be avail-
able this month and there will be an exchange
with the workers. I have stated that I am familiar
with the efforts of the workforce, the trade union
representatives, the staff and management associ-
ations, and with issues concerning former staff. I
have addressed these and worked with the indi-
viduals involved since the late 1980s and will con-
tinue to do so.
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Requests to move Adjournment of Dáil under
Standing Order 31.

An Ceann Comhairle: Before coming to the
Order of Business I propose to deal with a
number of notices under Standing Order 31. I will
call on the Deputies in the order in which they
submitted their notices to my office.

Mr. McHugh: I seek the adjournment of the
Dáil under Standing Order 31 to discuss the fol-
lowing specific and important matter of public
interest requiring urgent attention, namely, the
need for the Government to approve the plan-
ning brief for the Tuam hospital so that a com-
munity hospital, ambulance base and ancillary
accommodation can be provided on the Tuam
health campus. The submission from the Western
Health Board seeking approval for the com-
munity hospital has been gathering dust on the
desk of the Minister for Health and Children
since 8 October 2002 and has not been approved.
As a result, the locked-up hospital continues to
deteriorate resulting in a waste of public funds
which were invested to purchase the property
with the approval of the former Minister for
Health and Children, Deputy Martin.

Mr. P. Breen: I seek the adjournment of Dáil
Éireann under Standing Order 31 on a matter of
extreme importance regarding Ennis national
school in County Clare and ask the new Minister
for Education and Science to avert the all-out
strike on Thursday next by teaching staff by pro-
viding emergency funding for the provision of
temporary accommodation for additional teach-
ing staff, and to provide the necessary funding to
deal with the deplorable health and safety con-
ditions which are causing undue stress for pupils
and teachers at Ennis national school, and that
this work be carried out during the October bank
holiday weekend.

Mr. J. Breen: I request the adjournment of the
Dáil under Standing Order 31 to discuss an item
of local and national importance, namely, the
proposed strike in Ennis national school next
Thursday. In view of the atrocious conditions
teachers and pupils must endure in this school, I
call on the Minister to ensure that this strike will
not take place and to act immediately to address
the reasons for the strike. I attended a meeting in
the school last night where parents expressed
their deep dissatisfaction with the lack of action
over several years by the Department of Edu-
cation and Science which has culminated in the
proposed strike. The Minister must act
immediately.

Mr. Hayes: I seek the adjournment of the Dáil
under Standing Order 31 to discuss a major issue,
namely, the case of a student in County Tip-
perary. The student achieved good marks in her
exams and was accepted by a school of nursing in
Scotland. However, due to the delay in notifying

her marks she could not enter the nursing school
because places were filled in the meantime.

Mr. Morgan: I seek leave to move a motion for
the adjournment of the Dáil under Standing
Order 31 to discuss the following matter of urgent
public concern, namely, the cancellation of elec-
tive surgery at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in
Drogheda in the past week; the unacceptable sit-
uation whereby the same hospital was on the
verge of having to go off call due to a shortage of
resources; the urgent necessity for the Minister
for Health and Children to ensure that no
hospital is forced to go off call as a result of a
lack of resources and for the reform of the health
services to be underpinned by the goal of creating
an accessible and equitable health service.

Aengus Ó Snodaigh: I seek leave to move a
motion for the adjournment of the Dáil under
Standing Order 31 to discuss the following spec-
ific and important matter of public interest
requiring urgent consideration, namely, the need
for all parties in the House to recognise that each
must play its part and do everything it can to sup-
port the full implementation of all aspects of the
Good Friday Agreement, which includes partici-
pation in the Joint Committee of Representatives
of the two Human Rights Commissions, pre-con-
sultation on the Good Friday Agreement, strand
3(10), which is committed to developing an all-
Ireland charter of rights. It is a scandal that of all
the political parties on this island, to date only
Sinn Féin and the Alliance Party have done so
despite the commission’s call for all political par-
ties to make their submissions by 1 September
2003, over a year ago.

An Ceann Comhairle: Having considered the
matters raised, I do not consider them to be in
order in accordance with Standing Order 31.

Order of Business.

The Taoiseach: It is proposed to take No. 18,
motion re referral to joint committee of proposed
approval by Dáil Éireann of the Horse and Grey-
hound Racing Fund Regulations 2004; No. 19,
motion re referral to joint committee of the pro-
posed approval by Dáil Éireann of the draft order
entitled Adoptive Leave Act 1995 (Extension of
Periods of Leave) Order 2004; No. 20, motion re
referral to joint committee of the proposed
approval by Dáil Éireann of the Residential Insti-
tutions Redress Act 2002 (Additional
Institutions) Order 2004; and No. 1, Water Ser-
vices Bill 2003 [Seanad] — Second Stage.

It is proposed, notwithstanding anything in
Standing Orders, that Nos. 18, 19 and 20 shall be
decided without debate and Private Members’
Business shall be No. 38 motion re carers.

An Ceann Comhairle: There is one proposal to
put to the House. Is the proposal for dealing with
Nos. 18, 19 and 20 without debate agreed?
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Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin: It is not agreed.

Mr. Kenny: With regard to Nos. 18, 19 and 20,
will there be time for discussion in the House
when these matters come back from committee?
This is a proposal to refer these matters to var-
ious committees. It may be necessary to have a
discussion in the House when they come back.

Mr. Rabbitte: If the Taoiseach cannot give a
commitment that he will roster No. 18 for dis-
cussion here I oppose its being taken now without
debate. This concerns the ring-fencing of betting
tax for the horse and greyhound racing industry,
although the tax was reduced from 5% to 2% in
2002. The result is that we have been paying out
\56 million each year since then and the Taoi-
seach intends to provide an additional \325 mill-
ion over the next four years.

An Ceann Comhairle: We cannot debate the
content of the motion. The motion is whether this
matter should be referred to committee.

Mr. Rabbitte: I am not debating the content. I
am explaining why I am opposing the taking of it
without debate. It is a matter of the most pro-
found significance. It is virtually the only ear-
marked tax in the country and we are pouring out
hundreds of millions to support this industry, not
from betting tax, as was intended, but from the
Exchequer at a time when 101,000 people are los-
ing their entitlement to medical cards. This is a
major issue which requires debate in the House.
It is one of the legacies of the old regime which
was designed to look after the lads in the racing
industry by the former Minister for Finance,
Deputy McCreevy, and the other emeritus Mini-
ster, Deputy Walsh.

Mr. Sargent: The Green Party also wants this
matter to be debated in the House. I ask the
Ceann Comhairle to take people’s concerns into
account. Public moneys are at stake here and
there has been some discussion about the ethical
use thereof. This is a matter which also relates to
ethics. Racing greyhounds must be registered
with the Irish Coursing Club and there are many
in the House, of whom I am one, who would be
unhappy with that club being seen as the custod-
ian of public moneys. The ethics of coursing
would not be in line with many people’s personal
ethics. This matter should be debated in the
House because public moneys are in question
here and a great deal of such moneys have been
invested in upholding a so-called sport which to
many people is repugnant.

Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin: This matter should be
dealt with in the House in the first instance rather
than being referred to committee at this stage.
What is at stake here is an additional \300 million
over the next four years. In effect, this amounts to
multi-annual ring-fencing of public money. This
would not happen in the case of funding for can-

cer care or for the needs of those coping with
disabilities. However, we are being asked to allow
this matter to be referred to the committee with-
out debate. While I sympathise with the points
made by the previous speakers, the pattern has
always been that when something of this nature
is returned to the House, there is no further time
or opportunity to dissect or scrutinise it properly
as should be the case. It should not fall only to
the committee to consider this matter because far
too much is involved. It is as if Santa Claus
McCreevy could not make it to Christmas and he
offered an early “Adieu, adieu, to you and you
and you”. He had all of his friends picked out
in advance.

While I wish both the horse and greyhound rac-
ing industries well, we need to know the detail in
respect of the management of this fund, how it
will be disbursed and how it will be operated. Will
the fund relate only to specific areas within both
industries? Will smaller areas throughout the
country benefit from it? What are the details?
There is no information in anything that has been
provided on the Order Paper. All the relevant
details should be presented to Members in
advance of taking a decision as to whether the
matter should be referred to committee without
debate. We need to know the facts. I oppose its
being referred to committee at this stage with-
out debate.

Mr. J. Brady: How much did the Deputy get
for Shergar?

Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin: The Government must
surely have him by now. Perhaps Deputy
McCreevy knows more about that matter. Per-
haps Shergar is in County Meath, I have no idea.

An Ceann Comhairle: Allow the Taoiseach
speak without interruption.

The Taoiseach: It has been requested that this
matter go before committee where it and all of
the surrounding issues can be debated. The regu-
lations are designed to increase the aggregate
limit of the fund. The money in the fund is rein-
vested in the industry to develop its infrastruc-
ture. There are 25,000 jobs in this industry. I have
no difficulty with the report being brought back
to the House for debate. Whatever people think
about the sport or greyhound racing, it is now a
sophisticated industry which is responsible for the
livelihoods of a substantial number of people. As
regards how the money is spent, the transparency
and regulation of the fund, etc., such matters will
be dealt with by the committee and, as normal, it
will send its report to the House, at which point
it can be debated. The Whips can work out the
details in that regard.

An Ceann Comhairle: Is the proposal agreed?

Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin: No.
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An Ceann Comhairle: I must put the question.

Mr. Rabbitte: The Committee of Public
Accounts established that there are 11,000 and
not 25,000 people involved in the industry.

An Ceann Comhairle: That matter does not
arise. I must put the question.

Question, “That No. 18 be taken without
debate”, put and declared carried.

An Ceann Comhairle: On the Order of Busi-
ness, I call Deputy Kenny.

Mr. Kenny: Having listened to what Deputy
Rabbitte said about the Cabinet, it seems that the
Teflon Taoiseach has become the Tippex
Taoiseach.

An Ceann Comhairle: That does not arise.

Mr. Kenny: I know it does not arise; it is a
wipeout. Have dates been fixed for the publi-
cation of the Book of Estimates and the introduc-
tion of the budget?

The Taoiseach: For ten years or more it has
been the practice to publish the Book of Esti-
mates on the third Thursday of the month of
November. The position will remain the same this
year, whatever date that may be. The budget will
be introduced on the first Wednesday of
December.

Mr. Kenny: In light of reports that the new
Minister for Finance has a bulging bag, is it
reasonable to expect that some of the matters
referred to in recent days will be dealt with?

An Ceann Comhairle: That does not arise.

Mr. Rabbitte: When will the Bill to give effect
to the referendum on citizenship be brought
before the House?

The Taoiseach: The Government passed the
Bill a week ago but I do not believe it has been
published yet. If it has not yet been published, it
will be in the near future.

Mr. Rabbitte: Will it come before the House as
a matter of priority?

The Taoiseach: Yes.

Mr. Sargent: I do not know if the Taoiseach
had the opportunity to read the Irish Examiner
today, but the requirement for urgency in respect
of a number of energy Bills should be more
apparent when he has been brought up to date
with the need for Ireland to make the transition
to a post-petroleum economy and the need to
make preparations for that eventuality. When will
the electricity Bill — in respect of which there
is not yet a date for publication — the energy

(miscellaneous provisions) Bill and the national
oil reserves agency Bill fast-tracked to indicate
urgency on the part of the Government in respect
of the matter to which I refer?

The Taoiseach: The heads of the energy Bill,
which deals with the regulatory restructuring
issues relating to the industry and the conversion
of the ESB into a plc under the Companies Acts,
have been approved. However, I do not have a
final date for publication because a considerable
amount of work remains to be done on the legis-
lation. The heads of the Bord Gáis Éireann Bill,
which is designed to restructure Bord Gáis, are
expected shortly after Christmas and the legis-
lation should be ready thereafter. The national oil
reserves agency Bill will be ready early in 2005.

Mr. Allen: Will the building societies
(amendment) Bill be published this session? Will
the Taoiseach also indicate when the legislation
to bring the recommendations of the boundaries
commission into effect will be published?

The Taoiseach: A number of issues have been
discussed in respect of the building societies
(amendment) Bill. Those discussions are ongoing
but I understand that the Bill will be ready this
session.

The Deputy, as did Deputy Rabbitte last week,
also raised the issue of the boundaries com-
mission Bill. I have asked for it to be brought
forward and I am informed that this will probably
not happen until after Christmas. There is, as I
said, no change in it.

Ms O’Sullivan: The Grangegorman Develop-
ment Agency Bill has been published. When is it
intended to introduce it in the House? Under the
third level student support Bill, it appears to be
the intention to transfer third level grants from
local authorities and VECs to a central body. Will
the Taoiseach elaborate on his intentions in that
regard?

The Taoiseach: The Grangegorman Develop-
ment Agency Bill will be taken in the House in
this session. Consultation is taking place between
the Department and the relevant stakeholders on
the third level student support Bill. I understand
they hope to come to an agreement and we want
to conclude those consultations before the Bill
comes forward. I do not have a date for its publi-
cation but it will not be this session.

5 o’clock

Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin: Given that more cases
have presented and that more evidence is offer-
ing, has the Government considered or will it now

consider extending the Residential
Institutions Redress Act to address
the abuses that day attendees had to

suffer at a number of such institutions? In terms
of the extended number of institutions, we
referred this to committee. The Taoiseach must
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be aware of the number of people involved as
day attendees.

An Ceann Comhairle: Does the Deputy have a
question on the legislation?

Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin: We simply cannot
ignore this matter and sweep it under the carpet.

On another matter, I ask the Taoiseach to out-
line the programme for the introduction and pass-
age of the Disability Bill 2004.

An Ceann Comhairle: That is a matter for the
House.

The Taoiseach: On the first matter, on today’s
Order of Business is a motion to refer the Resi-
dential Institutions Redress Act 2002 (Additional
Institutions) Order 2004 to the Oireachtas Joint
Committee on Education and Science. This order
outlines the areas to which the remit of the Act
will be extended. I am not sure if there are any
more extensions, but the idea of moving it to all
day schools is not envisaged.

Caoimhghı́n Ó Caoláin: Why is it not
envisaged?

An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy should
allow the Taoiseach to reply without interruption.

The Taoiseach: I hope we will be ready to take
the Disability Bill in the House shortly.

Mr. Crawford: In light of the recent report that
100,000 foreign workers will be needed to deal
with the boom, when will the employment per-
mits Bill come before the House? In the interest
of addressing complaints procedures, when will
the health Bill come before the House?

The Taoiseach: Both Bills will be published
this session.

Ms McManus: The health and social care pro-
fessionals regulatory Bill is due to be published
this session. However, a statutory instrument has
just been laid before the House regarding emer-
gency medical technicians or practitioners. Would
it not be better for the contents of this statutory
instrument to be included in the Bill? I am very
concerned that we are now dealing with changes
affecting emergency medical practitioners with-
out having an opportunity to discuss or debate
issues on registration and fitness to practice,
which are contained in the statutory instrument
but are not part of the health and social care pro-
fessionals regulatory Bill. Would it not be better
practice and lead to better legislation to have this
incorporated into the Bill so that it can be
debated in due course? This is a relatively
important issue relating to the Hanly report.

The Taoiseach: The health and social care pro-
fessionals regulatory Bill is due this session. It will
provide for the statutory registration for health
and social care professionals for the purpose of
ensuring a quality service for the public. The
Deputy is suggesting that the regulations to be
put to the committee would be better as part of
the Bill.

Ms McManus: The statutory instrument has
been laid before the House and unless the Taoi-
seach is willing to allow time to debate it, we will
not have the opportunity to debate the amend-
ments that relate to emergency medical prac-
titioners, essentially ambulance staff. As we need
to discuss these issues the Taoiseach should
include them in the Bill as part of the normal
process.

The Taoiseach: I will check what the Deputy is
saying. However, as I understand it the Bill has
nothing to do with that statutory instrument.

Ms McManus: That is my point and I am
concerned.

The Taoiseach: The statutory instrument is sep-
arate from the Bill. The Deputy has made her
point and I will refer the matter to the Tánaiste
and Minister for Health and Children. I believe
they are separate issues.

Mr. Boyle: Does the Taoiseach have any plans
to extend to those appointed to public bodies the
remit of regulations on the acceptance and dec-
laration of gifts as they currently apply to elected
representatives in light of the report that the out-
going representatives of Aer Rianta have
received gifts to the value of \9,000?

An Ceann Comhairle: That does not arise. The
Deputy should table a question to the appropri-
ate Minister.

Mr. Boyle: The central question arises. Does
the Government have plans to change the regu-
lations and extend the remit?

An Ceann Comhairle: Is legislation in that
area promised?

Mr. Rabbitte: Someone has to keep a watch-
ing brief.

The Taoiseach: I have sympathy with the
Deputy’s point. If I receive, as I do in my posi-
tion, a gift to the value of more than \600 I must
give it up. All of us in this House work hard and
none of us could receive such a gift. Quite frankly
I do not believe it is appropriate.

Mr. Durkan: They must be checking their
watches.
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Mr. Neville: When will the House debate
Second Stage of the Disability Bill?

The Taoiseach: As soon as possible.

Mr. Durkan: In view of the ever-increasing
drugs problem, when will the drug offenders Bill
be before the House? Is it likely to be prioritised
in view of its importance?

The Taoiseach: As the Bill is only at a prelimi-
nary stage, I do not have a date at this stage.

Ms Shortall: I wish to ask about two transport
Bills. The Railway Safety Bill stalled on Commit-
tee Stage in July 2003 and has been held up for
the past 15 months. What is the problem with that
Bill? Has the Department of Transport finalised
its thinking on the Bill? When will the Bill come
before us again? It provides a legal framework to
address rail accidents, including those involving
the Luas, so it is very much needed and overdue.

The Road Traffic Bill is intended to sort out
the mess that the penalty points system has
become. That Bill was stalled before the summer.
It was postponed when priority was given instead
to the State Airports Bill. As the number of road
fatalities has soared during the summer months,
it is urgently needed to sort out the penalty points
system. When will it be taken?

An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy should keep
her questions to the legislation.

The Taoiseach: The Deputy is correct. Both
these Bills have been listed for some time, one
for the past ten months and the other for a few
years. I will ask the Minister for Transport,
Deputy Cullen, when he will bring them back to
the House.

Mr. Wall: Given the obvious interest in the
Horse and Greyhound Racing Fund Regulations
2004 and the proposed changes to the Curragh
Racecourse and its hinterland by the Irish Racing
Board, when will the Curragh of Kildare Bill be
introduced?

The Taoiseach: The heads of the Curragh of
Kildare Bill have been approved and the Bill is
being drafted, but it is likely to be the middle of
next year before the Bill is ready.

Responsibilities of Ministers of State:
Announcement by Taoiseach.

An Ceann Comhairle: The Taoiseach wishes to
make an announcement for the information of
the House.

The Taoiseach: I wish to announce for the
information of the House that the Government
has today assigned special responsibilities to

Ministers of State as follows: the Minister of State
at the Department of Justice, Equality and Law
Reform, Deputy Fahey, will have special
responsibility for equality issues; the Minister of
State at the Department of Communications,
Marine and Natural Resources, Deputy Gal-
lagher, will have special responsibility for the
marine; the Minister of State at the Department
of Agriculture and Food, Deputy Browne, will
have special responsibility for forestry; the Mini-
ster of State at the Department of Transport,
Deputy Callely, will have special responsibility
for certain traffic management issues in Dublin
and the major cities, road haulage and the Irish
Aviation Authority——

(Interruptions).

Mr. Rabbitte: Will that be the end of gridlock?

The Taoiseach: ——the Minister of State at the
Departments of Foreign Affairs and the Taoi-
seach, Deputy Treacy, will have special responsi-
bility for European affairs; the Minister of State
at the Department of Health and Children,
Deputy Seán Power, will have special responsi-
bility for health promotion and other matters; the
Minister of State at the Department of the Envir-
onment, Heritage and Local Government,
Deputy Batt O’Keeffe, will have special responsi-
bility in the area of environmental protection; the
Minister of State at the Department of
Enterprise, Trade and Employment, Deputy Kil-
leen, will have special responsibility for labour
affairs, including training; the Minister of State at
the Department of Agriculture and Food, Deputy
Brendan Smith, will have special responsibility
for food and horticulture; and the Minister of
State at the Department of Foreign Affairs,
Deputy Conor Lenihan, whose appointment is
effective from today, following the completion of
the necessary formalities, will have special
responsibility for overseas development and
human rights. The assignments to the remaining
Ministers of State are unchanged.

Horse and Greyhound Racing Fund Regulations
2004: Referral to Joint Committee.

Minister of State at the Department of the
Taoiseach (Mr. Kitt): I move:

That the proposal that Dáil Éireann approve
the following order in draft:—

Horse and Greyhound Racing Fund Regu-
lations 2004, a copy of which order in draft
was laid before Dáil Éireann on 22 Sep-
tember 2004, be referred to the Joint Com-
mittee on Arts, Sport, Tourism, Community,
Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, in accordance
with paragraph (2) of the Orders of Refer-
ence of that committee, which, not later than
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19 October 2004, shall send a message to the
Dáil in the manner prescribed in Standing
Order 85, and Standing Order 84(2) shall
accordingly apply.

Question put and agreed to.

Adoptive Leave Act Order: Referral to Joint
Committee.

Minister of State at the Department of the
Taoiseach (Mr. Kitt): I move:

That the proposal that Dáil Éireann approve
the draft order entitled Adoptive Leave Act
1995 (Extension of Periods of Leave) Order
2004, copies of which were laid before Dáil
Éireann on 9 September 2004, be referred to
the Joint Committee on Justice, Equality,
Defence and Women’s Rights, in accordance
with paragraph (2) of the Orders of Reference
of that committee, which, not later than 19
October 2004, shall send a message to the Dáil
in the manner prescribed in Standing Order 85,
and Standing Order 84(2) shall accordingly
apply.

Question put and agreed to.

Residential Institutions Redress Act Order:
Referral to Joint Committee.

Minister of State at the Department of the
Taoiseach (Mr. Kitt): I move:

That the proposal that Dáil Éireann approve
the following draft order:

Residential Institutions Redress Act 2002
(Additional Institutions) Order 2004,

copies of which were laid before Dáil Éireann
on 4 October 2004, be referred to the Joint
Committee on Education and Science, in
accordance with paragraph (2) of the Orders of
Reference of that committee, which, not later
than 19 October 2004, shall send a message to
the Dáil in the manner prescribed in Standing
Order 85, and Standing Order 84(2) shall
accordingly apply.

Question put and agreed to.

Water Services Bill 2003 [Seanad]: Second Stage.

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Mr. Roche): I move: “That
the Bill be now read a Second Time.”

I am pleased to bring the Water Services Bill
2003 before the Dáil. The Bill has been passed by
the Seanad and has benefited from the debate in
that House and a range of amendments agreed
by it. I wish to explain what is meant by the term
“water services” as it is used in the Bill. If one is
to appreciate the overall thrust of the Bill, it is
helpful to visualise water services as pertaining to
“water in the pipe” — from the time following
abstraction that it first enters a supply pipe to the

point of its subsequent discharge to the envir-
onment as treated waste water. The Bill does not
seek to take a broader environmental view of
water resources issues, such as pollution control,
water quality in its broadest sense and river basin
management. It is intended that the legislation
will complement other legislation in this area.

The term “water services” encapsulates the
provision of water supplies and the subsequent
collection and treatment of waste water. Water
supply and waste water services were generally
provided for separately in earlier legislation, but
such an approach is no longer considered to be
appropriate as continued separation could lead to
legislative anomalies and would run counter to
the ongoing programme of reforming and simpli-
fying the legislative code. Water supply and waste
water services are inextricably linked. While each
contains some unique elements, they are two
sides of the same coin, in effect. Water services
are provided by county and city councils acting as
sanitary authorities. The Bill provides that, where
water services are concerned, county and city
councils will cease to be known as sanitary auth-
orities and will become known as “water services
authorities”. References to water services auth-
orities in the Bill are, in effect, references to the
relevant county or city council acting in its capa-
city as the provider and guardian of water ser-
vices in its functional area.

The primary purpose of the Bill is to establish
a comprehensive and modern legislative code
governing functions, standards, obligations and
practice in respect of the planning, management
and delivery of water supplies and the collection
and treatment of waste water. The Bill, which
consolidates and modernises the existing legislat-
ive code governing water services, is the first root
and branch consolidation and modernisation of
water services law for more than 120 years since
the Public Health (Ireland) Act 1878. While some
of the older texts have stood the test of time,
much of the language and concepts are outdated
and arcane. Many quaint terms used in the 1878
Act, such as “water-closets” and “water under-
takers” are no longer in common usage. Other
provisions, such as those in the Public Health
(Ireland) Act 1878 referring to “earth closets,
water-closets or privy accommodation”, have
echoes of past centuries and have long since
been overtaken.

The legislative code is being consolidated to
provide a modern and easily accessible code gov-
erning all aspects of water services in a single text.
Those undertaking research on water services law
are required to trawl through a maze of different
enactments, many of which have been amended
or superseded by later enactments. The Bill sets
a baseline behind which legislators, practitioners,
the courts and the public will no longer be
required to search if they wish to ascertain the
legal foundation for requirements relating to the
provision of water services.
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[Mr. Roche.]
Having introduced the House to the Bill’s key

terminology and familiarised Deputies with its
objectives, it is appropriate to clarify what the Bill
is not about. This is necessary to correct any mis-
understandings, or deliberate or untruthful
efforts to create misunderstandings which might
exist in respect of its objectives and to better
inform the upcoming debate.

I wish to deal first with the suggestion that the
Water Services Bill is linked to privatisation in
some way. Nothing in the Bill is intended to move
water services policy towards privatisation. The
Bill retains the present public ownership arrange-
ments and provides the necessary supports to fos-
ter the development of those arrangements into
a top-class service. The privatisation of water ser-
vices would require significant additional legis-
lation to provide for an independent regulator to
oversee service delivery, for example. That is not
attempted in the Bill and is not its intention or
purpose.

The Bill anticipates the growing involvement of
public private partnerships, PPPs, in the provision
of water services. Neither PPPs nor related
design, build and operate arrangements are pre-
cursors for the privatisation of water services.
Such arrangements involve the contracting of
private sector expertise to perform functions on
behalf of contracting water authorities. Assets
remain in the full ownership of the relevant auth-
ority or group water scheme. Such arrangements
represent the best way forward for the develop-
ment and renewal of our water services infra-
structure. They can provide value for money and
the application of the latest specialist expertise.
They give independent assurance that legal obli-
gations relating to the protection of human health
and the environment are being complied with
when water services are being delivered. All my
Department’s capital funding of new water sup-
ply and waste water treatment infrastructure is
subject to an assessment of the suitability of the
project for procurement as a PPP. That is a long
way from privatisation.

I would like to discuss the issue of domestic
water charges. If I may be excused the pun, it
seems that there has been a deliberate attempt to
muddy the waters in this regard. I stress that the
Bill before the House does not provide for or
facilitate the re-introduction of domestic water
charges. The Government’s position on water
charges is not changed in any way by this Bill.
The Local Government (Financial Provisions)
Act 1997, which specifically precludes charging
for domestic water services, remains in force and
will continue to apply after the Bill has been
enacted.

Mr. Gilmore: We are talking about the Water
Services Bill 2003.

Mr. Roche: Yes.

Mr. Gilmore: I was wondering if we were and
if the Minister was speaking to the Bill.

Mr. Roche: I made a small clarification to help
Deputy Gilmore deal with the Bill truthfully
when he speaks on it.

Mr. Gilmore: I will deal with it truthfully. The
Minister should not be concerned.

Mr. Roche: Truth is one thing which has been
missing from his interpretation of the Bill to date.

Mr. Gilmore: We will come to that.

Mr. Allen: The Minister would know all about
that.

Mr. Roche: Before I outline what the Bill is
about, I wish to address concerns which have
been expressed about provisions on metering of
water services. The power to install meters is pro-
vided for in existing water services legislation.
The metering of water services is a long-standing
policy for non-domestic users and a prerequisite
to effective water management. Local authorities
are well on the way to metering all non-domestic
users of water services by 2006, which was the
target set out in the Government’s 1998 water
pricing policy framework. Surveys have indicated
that non-domestic consumers would prefer to be
charged on the basis of the amount of water con-
sumed rather than at a flat rate because such a
system of measurement offers due regard for
those involved in water conservation efforts.
Water metering promotes the sustainable use of
water resources and reflects the proper appli-
cation of the polluter pays principle and the cost
recovery requirements of the EU water frame-
work policy directive. I repeat that the Bill is not
a Trojan horse for domestic charges. Such charges
are specifically prohibited under the Local
Government (Financial Provisions) Act 1997.

It may be helpful at this stage to give a brief
overview of what the Bill provides. It establishes
the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government as the national authority for
regulating the provision of water services. I envis-
age a hierarchical system of regulation and super-
vision extending from my Department, through
the water services authority sector, to the group
water services scheme sector.

Section 30 sets out the functions of the Minister
for that purpose. It places a duty on the Minister
to facilitate the provision of safe and efficient
water services and associated infrastructure. The
Minister is also required to supervise and monitor
the performance by water services authorities of
their functions under the Act and is given
responsibility for planning and supervision of
investment in water services.

So that he can carry out those functions, the
Bill provides the Minister with a broad range of
powers, including regarding the provision of guid-
ance, the issue of binding directions, and the
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monitoring of the performance by individual
authorities of their functions — including their
own supervisory functions as necessary. To assist
and advise the Minister in that regard, the Bill
also enables the Minister to appoint statutory
consultative groups and committees. That will
allow the Minister to involve a broad cross-
section of expertise and stake holder interests in
the ongoing evolution and implementation of
policy and best practice regarding water services.

The main functions of water services auth-
orities are set out in sections 31 and 32. Those
two sections provide the basic statutory frame-
work for water services authorities to deliver
water services, assist others in providing water
services and supervise the delivery of water ser-
vices by other persons. The Minister may make
regulations specifying performance criteria and
quality standards which must be achieved regard-
ing those functions. It is envisaged that most of
the EU directives concerning water services,
including the Drinking Water Directive and rel-
evant elements of the Urban Waste Water Treat-
ment Directive, will be transposed into national
law under those provisions.

Consistent with the EU Drinking Water Direc-
tive, each water services authority is obliged to
ensure that water intended for human consump-
tion in its area meets prescribed standards and is
provided with powers to prohibit or restrict the
use of a water supply, where necessary, to protect
public health or the environment. It is envisaged
that those powers could be applied either to fol-
low up a water quality incident or at times of
drought to protect the integrity of the water sup-
ply and related ecosystems.

The Bill provides that each water services auth-
ority will carry out its functions in the context of
a strategic management framework for the deliv-
ery of water services in its area, drawn up in
agreement with the Minister. Strategic planning
is the cornerstone of all successful enterprises and
provides a structured approach to anticipating
and responding to demand. It is an essential pre-
requisite for the efficient and effective delivery of
services to required standards, at the right point,
at the right time and at the least cost. The hall-
mark of that approach is evident in the operations
of many of our major companies and other public
utilities, and it is no less relevant to water
services.

Strategic planning has already been introduced
on an informal basis in the rural water sector.
Section 36 provides for the introduction of an
operational planning and review cycle across both
rural and urban areas in the functional area of
each water services authority. Each water services
authority will be required to draw up a water ser-
vices strategic plan for its functional area at inter-
vals of six years, or after such shorter period as
the authority may decide, and to submit it to my
Department for approval. The plan will outline
the situation regarding water services in its area
of application, both current and projected, and

identify appropriate responses with a view to pro-
tecting human health and the environment and
supporting ongoing sustainable development.

The strategic planning process will be based on
a partnership between my Department and each
water services authority to ensure that national
and local water services agendas are fully
synchronised. Such co-ordination is essential to
ensure that water services plans are fully inte-
grated into national investment planning for
social and economic development. The provision
in the Bill to enable two or more authorities to
prepare joint plans will also ensure that plans for
adjoining authorities’ functional areas are prop-
erly integrated with each other in order to maxi-
mise potential synergies and efficiencies and
guard against any cumulative impacts that might
have an adverse effect on sustainable develop-
ment or environmental protection in the sur-
rounding region.

The Bill also puts in place a framework of pro-
visions to protect the integrity of water services
distribution and collection networks. Unauthor-
ised connection or discharge to a waterworks or
wastewater works is prohibited. Section 103 pro-
hibits building over another person’s water distri-
bution system or drains without the consent of
the relevant water services authority. New powers
in sections 55 and 61 enable a water services auth-
ority to require a developer to open up water sup-
ply pipes and drains for inspection before connec-
tion to its services. Water services authorities will
have powers to specify technical requirements
regarding such connections, and it will be an
offence under the Bill to make any such connec-
tion without the prior approval of the relevant
water services authority.

The Bill places a new duty of care on owners
and occupiers regarding the sustainable use of
water services on their premises and prohibits dis-
charge of anything into a sewer which would
block or damage it or adversely affect a waste-
water treatment process. Water services auth-
orities are provided with powers to direct owners
to undertake remedial works, or may themselves
carry out any necessary repairs and recover their
costs from the owners of the premises.

This suite of provisions is essential to protect
the integrity of the water services infrastructure.
It is also essential from an environmental and
public health perspective and makes sound econ-
omic sense. Over the course of the current
national development plan, some \4.4 billion will
be invested in the provision of water supply and
wastewater infrastructure. It is vital that our
investment in these new and upgraded water ser-
vices assets be protected. Duties of care on
owners and occupiers are also an essential pre-
requisite for sustainable rural development.
Those provisions are a necessary precautionary
measure to help strike a sustainable balance
between the potentially adverse environmental
impacts of development and the social and econ-
omic benefits deriving from such development.
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[Mr. Roche.]
Accordingly, section 70 in addition specifically
obliges occupiers and owners to maintain septic
tanks — referred to as treatment systems — in
such condition as to avoid nuisance or risk to
human health or the environment.

Section 56 provides extensive new powers for
the purpose of conserving water supplies. An
authorised person is enabled to direct the owner
or occupier of a premises to take corrective action
to prevent water from being wasted or consumed
in excessive amounts. Such officers will also have
powers of direction regarding the restriction of
water use. Exercise of those powers will be sub-
ject to appeal to the District Court, except in
times of emergency, and the authorised person
will have power to cut off or restrict supply pend-
ing compliance.

It is essential that adequate powers be available
to water services authorities to prevent the wilful
waste of water and maximise the benefits of the
national water conservation programme. Some
\276 million is being invested in the current
round of a national programme to identify and
substantially reduce the levels of unaccounted-for
water in Ireland’s water supply network. The
investment must be supported by effective
enforcement powers to prevent its being under-
mined by user-side leakage and waste. That is
particularly relevant to the household sector,
which, because a charge is not levied for its water
supplies, has little or no incentive to conserve
them.

I hasten to repeat once again that there is no
intention to re-introduce household water
charges. On the matter of costs, the increasing
demands on water supplies and levels of cost
associated with the provision of this essential
public utility is a matter of concern, and everyone
must recognise that water is a valuable and finite
resource. With that in mind, I intend to bring for-
ward a national water conservation publicity cam-
paign to increase public awareness generally and
encourage practical water conservation measures.
Sustainable living is a shared responsibility. The
fact that water is provided to a household free of
charge does not mean that it is free of cost. Water
conservation measures will not be fully effective
until there is broad public awareness of that fact.

The Bill has been drafted with a specific cus-
tomer focus in mind. Section 32(3) enables the
Minister to make regulations on procedures for
dealing with consumer complaints. The Bill also
contains several new provisions to address long-
running problems for consumers that have been
brought to the attention of my Department.
Section 51, for example, regulates the temporary
interruption of water services and obliges water
services providers to give reasonable advance
notice of interruptions, except in an emergency.
Alternative supplies are required to be provided
where domestic drinking water supplies are inter-
rupted for more than 24 hours. To ensure unim-
peded access to services, water services auth-

orities will also have powers under section 92 to
facilitate the connection of individual premises to
water services networks through neighbouring
connections.

Of particular interest to some customers will be
the provision in section 43 in relation to the
repair of private connections, linking premises
with a sewer or water main. Up until now,
responsibility for such repairs has rested with
owners and occupiers, resulting in particular
problems and inconvenience where faults or
breakage occurs outside the boundary of the
premises. In the absence of clear legislative auth-
ority, sanitary authorities have experienced diffi-
culty in providing assistance to households, even
where it was considered appropriate to do so.
This anomaly has been the subject of much com-
plaint, including in parts of my constituency, and
has attracted adverse criticism from the Office of
the Ombudsman. I am glad to be in a position
therefore to provide in section 43 for a balanced
package of measures to address the issue,
enabling water services authorities to intervene,
to repair or take into their own charge such ser-
vice connections as they consider appropriate.

Detailed provisions in relation to rural water
services are set out in Part 6 of the Bill. Chief
among these is the proposed introduction of a
licensing system to regulate and develop the
operations of the group water scheme sector.
Problems with the quality of drinking water sup-
plies have been a matter of concern to all
involved in the rural water sector for some time.
My Department, in consultation with the national
rural water monitoring committee, the National
Federation of Group Water Schemes and rel-
evant local authorities, has undertaken or facili-
tated a series of initiatives to address the issue.
Record investment has been put in place under
the rural water programme of the national
development plan. Rural water strategies have
been prepared for all relevant county councils. A
national source-monitoring programme for
schemes serving more than 50 persons has been
completed and a comprehensive drinking water
monitoring programme is currently underway for
these schemes.

While these initiatives are having a progressive
beneficial effect, it is evident that a stronger regu-
latory regime is also required to ensure com-
pliance with the relevant operational standards.
Part 6 provides accordingly for the introduction
of a system of licensing for the group scheme sec-
tor. Each water services authority will be the
licensing authority for its functional area, and it
will be an offence for any person, other than a
water services authority, to provide services other
than in accordance with the terms of a water ser-
vices licence.

It would be neither practical nor necessary to
licence all of the 6,000 or so group water services
schemes across the country, many of which serve
only two or three households. To do so would
place an inappropriate and excessive administra-
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tive burden on smaller schemes. It is intended
therefore only to apply the licensing require-
ments of the Bill to the 1,500 or so larger schemes
serving more than 50 persons. Provision is there-
fore included in section 79 to exempt smaller
schemes from licensing. However, there are pow-
ers to make regulations to provide for alternative
requirements with regard to the registration of
smaller schemes and their general compliance
with specified standards, as required.

Individual scheme managements have nothing
to fear from the introduction of water services
licensing. I intend that water services authorities
will use their licensing powers in a pro-active
manner to support and nurture the development
of best practice throughout the group water ser-
vices scheme sector. The objective will be the
progressive achievement of the necessary stan-
dards. This will be a developmental and support-
ive regime, not a bureaucratic one. When oper-
ational, it will provide a structured mechanism for
each scheme to assure itself of its compliance with
its obligations.

The Department consulted widely with the
group water scheme movement during the course
of drafting the Bill, and has its general support
for the new provisions, which will serve to under-
pin the viability of the sector into the future. The
group water scheme has been one of the corner-
stones of community development in rural areas
for the last 40 years or more. It is a prime
example of what can be achieved when communi-
ties band together to achieve a common good.
The many volunteers who have given so gener-
ously of their time, talents and energy over the
years to improve the lot of rural communities
deserve our deepest respect and admiration for
their efforts. The group water scheme sector
came into being at a time of great need in rural
Ireland. It provided an impetus to develop water
services infrastructure at a rate far in excess of
what central or local government could have
achieved if left to their own devices at the time.
While the country has changed beyond all expec-
tations in the meantime, the sector is still an
essential component of rural water services deliv-
ery, and will remain so for the foreseeable future.

Licensing is only one of the supports for the
development of rural water services provided for
in the Bill. Additional administrative powers are
also included to enable a water services authority
to intervene directly in the operations of a
scheme where it considers that its expertise could
be applied to the resolution of a particular prob-
lem. Section 91 enables a water services authority
to take over the operation and management of a
waterworks or waste water works on a temporary
basis, where it considers that its operation could
constitute a risk to public health or the envir-
onment, or where a scheme is experiencing oper-
ational problems or is consistently in breach of a
licence. Such powers, which may be exercised
with or without consent, will enable a breathing
space to be established to allow individual

schemes to continue to function as going concerns
while particular problems are resolved.

I have outlined the main provisions of the Bill.
Metering, to which I have already adverted, is
dealt with in Part 5. This Part provides for neces-
sary powers of access for installation, reading and
maintenance of meters, and investigation of poss-
ible offences pertaining to interference with met-
ers or fraudulent use of supplies. Part 7 of the
Bill provides for general powers of acquisition for
water services purposes, and synchronises these
functions fully with local authority powers of
acquisition under the Planning and Development
Act 2000. Existing powers of acquisition for water
services purposes currently dealt with under the
Public Health (Ireland) Act 1878 will now be
repealed. Such simplification and standardisation
of procedures is a key objective of the Govern-
ment’s ongoing regulatory reform process.

Among the miscellaneous provisions in Part 8
are savers to prevent older, often obscure, pre-
1922 statutes from frustrating the application of
the Bill. This is a pragmatic, fail-safe device to
avoid undermining of the Bill by ancient and long
forgotten legal provisions enacted in another era
but which may still perversely be applied against
the interests of the common good by a petitioner
with a particular vested interest.

Provision is also included in section 102 to
enable An Bord Pleanála to determine fees for
appeals to it in relation to licensing of effluent
discharges to sewers and waters. This is in line
with similar provisions under the planning code,
and will facilitate the application of similar pro-
cedures by An Bord Pleanála in respect of the
various appeals processes for which it has
responsibility, and further streamline the regulat-
ory process.

I place on record my appreciation of the valued
input of the various stakeholders who contributed
to the development of this Bill. Key stakeholders,
including business interests, the local authority
sector, the national rural water monitoring com-
mittee and other social partners, were consulted
during the drafting process, and helped to ground
the provisions of the Bill in a practical reality,
reflecting modern-day requirements which the
Bill is intended to address. A series of public
forums around the country was organised under
the auspices of the National Federation of Group
Water Schemes, and these also facilitated a wide-
ranging exchange of views and helped to fine-
tune the provisions of Part 6, in particular, to the
needs of rural consumers.

The final shape and content of the Bill owe
much to these consultations. It is in effect a syn-
thesis of expert views on best practice require-
ments for the development and delivery of mod-
ern water services in a modern society. The Bill
is a testament to the interest and effort of those
who were asked to contribute to it, and I value
and appreciate the contribution of all who have
made an input.
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Publication of the Water Services Bill marked

another milestone in the ongoing process of regu-
latory reform undertaken by the Government,
and in which my Department has played a leading
role. The process has already seen the planning
and the local government codes updated and con-
solidated by my Department. It is now the turn
of water services. I am aware that related matters
such as water abstraction and management of
water bodies such as lakes and river basins are
not directly addressed in the Bill. A further con-
solidation exercise will be required to gather
together a comprehensive volume of legislation
on the protection and management of water
resources generally. However, for the moment I
am giving priority to this long overdue element of
the regulatory reform process. I will give further
consideration to the next phase of the ongoing
consolidation and modernisation programme at a
later stage.

It is interesting and perhaps instructive to
reflect on events here and abroad when the legis-
lative code which the Bill replaces was originally
enacted. In Ireland, the Fenian rebellion had not
long been suppressed, Isaac Butt was in the pro-
cess of establishing the Home Rule movement
and the GAA was yet to be founded. Abroad,
slavery had only recently been abolished in
America and, in science, Charles Darwin was
working on his The Origin of Species. One may
marvel at the technology available to this House
today but at that time Alexander Graham Bell
was only setting about inventing the telephone.

I make these points because the Bill is intended
to bring ancient provisions up to date. Many
events have occurred over the past 150 years and
we need a new code. While the outgoing code
stood the test of time, its time has now past. In
commending this Bill to the House, therefore, I
hope the new code will prove as robust and long-
lasting as its predecessor. I commend the Bill to
the House.

Mr. Allen: I agree with the Minister that the
Bill is a comprehensive package of reforms deal-
ing with water services. It modernises a significant
amount of legislation dating back through the
centuries, some of which bears little relevance to
the present. The key objective in any water ser-
vices Bill is that the highest possible standards are
achieved to ensure compliance with European
Union guidelines and that these standards are
complied with at all times.

The Minister — perhaps he protests too much
— has denied that the Bill is a vehicle for privatis-
ation of our water services or paves the way for
the introduction of water charges. However, I am
concerned that the Bill may be used as a Trojan
horse to introduce water charges, maybe not
before the next general election but, if this
Government by any chance were successful in
that election, we could see the introduction of
water charges shortly afterwards.

Mr. Roche: The Deputy can do better than
that.

Mr. Allen: I wish the Minister well with his
appointment but he should take a lesson from his
predecessor that all knowledge and wisdom is not
on one side.

Mr. Roche: That is true.

Mr. Allen: Those on the Opposition side have
some wisdom also, as well as experience in the
House and on local authorities. The Minister
should listen and not quickly dismiss opinions and
suggestions from this side of the House. If he
does, it will be his downfall as it was for his prede-
cessor who did not listen to the suggestions from
this side regarding electronic voting and other
issues. The Minister may have the expertise of the
Civil Service behind him but the Opposition has
advantages also. We are committed to hard work
on legislation, listening to representative groups
and giving views that reflect our experiences on
local authorities. The Minister should take this on
board so we can begin on an even keel, with
respect for each other. He should not be so quick
to shout the moment I begin to speak.

Mr. Roche: The Deputy can accept my assur-
ances on that.

Mr. Allen: Without being nasty, assurances
from a Minister in a Fianna Fáil-PD Government
are worthless because of the deceit and broken
promises given before the 2002 general election.
Even promises made during the local election
campaign this year have in a short time also been
broken — I will deal with one of those broken
promises in the Adjournment debate. The Mini-
ster protests too much and I will not accept assur-
ances from a Minister in this discredited
Government.

Mr. Roche: The Deputy should read the Bill.

Mr. Allen: The Bill deals with many issues, one
being the metering of premises. The charges for
non-domestic water consumers at present are
hefty and those users bear the brunt of increases
on an annual basis at local level. There is no res-
pite for them in the Bill.

From time to time people are critical of EU
directives but directives on the environment,
particularly with regard to the quality of drinking
water and the treatment of waste water, have
transformed the way we think and, more
importantly, act on these issues. They have served
the country well by ensuring greater care, man-
agement and accountability on environmental
issues. Significant resources have been spent on
the delivery of water and EU funding has assisted
greatly in co-financing many of the schemes. The
water services authorities seem to be presented in
such a way that they can be easily cut off from
the umbrella of the local authorities and the
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definition of functions and powers leaves me to
suspect that the ultimate goal of the Government
is the privatisation of the water services.

I have no problem with the requirement of a
six year strategic plan for the purpose of improve-
ment, management and operation of water ser-
vices infrastructure. This is a sensible approach
and one that can be measured to provide a
maximum return on the significant investment of
public finances in this area. Reports coming from
the Environmental Protection Agency state that
some public water supplies are regularly in
breach of standards for nitrate pollution. What is
the up-to-date position on this issue? The
Government has long prevaricated in regard to
the nitrates directive. When will it make up its
mind on this issue? The previous Minister con-
ceded that Ireland is not yet ready to meet the
terms of more stringent regulations on drinking
water quality. When will we be in a position to
comply fully with these regulations and to state
what EU directives we are still not
implementing?

Group water schemes contribute less than 10%
of the country’s water supply and problems have
sometimes been recorded with the quality of
water from such schemes, although I accept that
major improvements continue to be made in this
regard. It must also be acknowledged that the
voluntary group schemes have played a major
role in rural areas and I hope the new licensing
system will assist in their development and
address water quality issues in that sector. The
Minister is aware that in many areas raw sewage
is still entering rivers and the sea, which is a dis-
grace. He should tell the House when he expects
sufficient waste water treatment plants to prevent
raw sewage entering the waterways.

In the 1980s and 1990s a water charge for
domestic and non-domestic uses was in place.
However, in 1997 the Government decided to
abolish domestic water charges and this was given
legal effect in the Local Government (Financial
Provisions) Act 1997. Commercial and industrial
users of water and waste water continue to be
charged for it on both a metered and non-met-
ered basis.

The capital cost of major infrastructure was tra-
ditionally borne by central Government. Planning
contributions levied by local authorities were
used mainly for small capital improvements. In
the late 1990s the capital cost of providing new
infrastructure was part financed through securing
major contributions from industrial and commer-
cial users of water and waste water services,
especially given that the required investment in
water services infrastructure through the national
development plan was estimated at about \10
billion. Could the Minister provide analysis in
regard to the slow progress of developing some
of the major infrastructural schemes? For
example, the waste water scheme at Little Island,
County Cork, has been ongoing for approxi-
mately seven years and is still being com-

missioned. Has any analysis been undertaken
regarding such projects being kept within their
cost projections and estimated completion times?
Has the Comptroller and Auditor General car-
ried out any analysis of the cost overruns for this
type of infrastructure projects?

This is important because the rising cost of
doing business in Ireland is posing a serious
threat for industry both in terms of competi-
tiveness and viability.

One cost which is of major concern relates to
the charges to be imposed on local industry as a
result of newly built waste water treatment plants.
One example of this is the charges being imposed
on local industries in my area of Cork following
the building of the waste water treatment plant at
Little Island. IBEC has been in consultation with
the two local authorities, Cork City Council and
Cork County Council, over the past number of
years on this issue to ensure that industry is equit-
ably charged for that plant. I am sure the same
arrangement exists in other locations throughout
the country.

Under the polluter pays principle, the non-
domestic sector in Cork city and Little Island will
be expected to pay charges towards the construc-
tion, operation and maintenance of the plant. The
process to determine exact charges for industry
has been slow, and it has not yet been fully
resolved. However, I am aware that industries
will be issued with bills shortly in relation to the
operation of the plant.

IBEC has a steering group comprising its own
representatives and member companies to moni-
tor the progress of the charging mechanism and
engage in dialogue with the local authorities con-
cerned. Again, there is an example in the Cork
region where the IBEC steering group has
engaged with the Cork Chamber of Commerce
which is fully supportive of the need to ensure
fairness, transparency and equity for local indus-
try which provides many jobs in the region. To
give an indication of the seriousness of the situa-
tion, one company has been quoted charges of
approximately \400,000 per annum. That level of
charging is unsustainable for many companies
and will lead to job losses if not total cessation of
operations. Many companies in my constituency
are facing an increase of at least 400% on their
current water bills. That matter must be
addressed.

Approximately \4 billion has been allocated
under the national development plan for water
supply and waste water treatment infrastructure
for the period 2000-06. Under the Urban Waste
Water Treatment Directive 1991, local authorities
are obliged to construct secondary and tertiary
water treatment plants by 2008. The Water
Framework Directive 2000 establishes the pol-
luter pays principle as the method of payment for
Ireland’s much needed water infrastructure. Cus-
tomers can be differentiated into domestic and
non-domestic based on who pays for their share
of the infrastructural costs. Domestic consumers
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will not pay for water supply or treatment as their
share will, at least for the moment, be funded
from the Exchequer under the National Water
Pricing Framework Policy 2000. However, all
non-domestic customers must pay both capital
and operational costs for the infrastructure, and
a capital contribution is their marginal cost which
is the cost of providing the facility over and above
the cost of levy being incurred if it had to service
the domestic sector only.

In dealing with the question of charges, cus-
tomers in the non-domestic sector can be subdiv-
ided into two types of users, significant and gen-
eral. Significant users are defined as those who
have a significant impact on the provision of the
service and their number for each treatment plant
will depend on the thresholds set by each local
authority. Significant users must individually
negotiate a contract with the local authority to
pay, first, capital costs over a 28 year period and,
second, operational maintenance costs per
annum. The quantity and nature of output will be
metered from each significant user’s facility.

General users are defined as those companies
whose water consumption and waste water pro-
duction is relatively small and similar to domestic
waste water in quality. The quantity of water used
will be metered and general users will pay a con-
solidated charge which covers both capital and
operational costs based on metered usage.

Have the costs for each local authority been
defined? To my knowledge they have not been
defined in the Cork area, and arriving at the costs
is a complex task. Some local authorities cur-
rently define a significant user as an enterprise
whose effluent floor rate is in excess of 100 cubic
metres per day and which has a loading of 100
kilograms per day of BOD. In the Cork area the
local authority has identified 18 significant users
and they are being charged accordingly.

It seems that where spare capacity has not been
provided for non-domestic customers at waste
treatment plants, any new industry locating in
that area needing treatment capacity will be
required to pay the full cost of expanding the
treatment plant rather than just a marginal cost
as is the case at present. It is believed that this
will have very serious implications for industries
already located in certain areas that wish to
expand their plant facilities. I am also informed
that west of the Shannon, areas of lower popu-
lation density are becoming less attractive to new
industries because of these requirements. Will the
Minister set out his views on how this arrange-
ment impacts on job creation in areas of less
dense population?

I know from discussions with businesses that
the business community is extremely concerned
about the steady erosion in the competitiveness
of Irish companies in recent years because busi-
ness costs have risen extremely rapidly in Ireland
and have far outstripped inflation. The very large
rises in non-pay costs such as insurance, energy,

waste and rates have made the business envir-
onment in Ireland very difficult. Further large
cost increases such as those associated with waste
water treatment must be examined to ensure the
costs do not threaten the viability of companies or
hinder future capital investments in certain areas.
The scale and range of cost to companies in the
Cork region is very substantial and onerous —
the annual costs for significant users amount to
between \250,000 to \800,000. This is a further
tax on businesses and employment. Businesses
and their representative bodies are suggesting
that, given the business community will be con-
tributing a significant portion of the cost of the
treatment plant, the issue of ownership needs to
be clarified. In addition, the question of liability
in the event of incidents in relation to both the
plant and pipework servicing the plant is of sig-
nificant concern.

The reality is that, in order to comply with very
strict EU water quality standards, member states
will need sophisticated treatment plants in all
urban areas by 2008. However, the quantity and
nature of Ireland’s treatment facilities are well
below what is required and there is need for
ongoing upgrading of our infrastructure. Signifi-
cant investment in water infrastructure will be
required in the future.

While water infrastructure predominantly
serves the domestic sector, the usage by non-
domestic customers is between 10% and 20%,
and the full cost recovery from all non-domestic
customers could result in business facing a bill of
between \500 million and \1 billion in capital
charges alone. A recent survey carried out by
IBEC of 450 companies showed that the average
increases in water costs were in the region of 47%
between 2001 and 2003 while a similar survey of
local authority water charges showed average
increases of 90% since 2000. The impact on
hospitals, schools and farms will be significant.
Schools are now under tremendous pressure to
meet their liabilities as non-domestic consumers
and much of the fundraising done is to meet these
and other liabilities.

This brings me to the subject of design, build
and operate arrangements. If we are not careful
regarding design, build and operate arrange-
ments, up to five major companies will control
significant areas of our water services. Will the
Minister give details of the extent of design, build
and operate arrangements that are in place and
what are his plans in that regard?

6 o’clock

In 1998 the Government adopted a water ser-
vices pricing policy. Its key principle aimed to
make the full cost of water and wastewater ser-

vices transparent and to secure the
cost recovery from customers. There
would be no cross-subsidy of

domestic services from non-domestic charges.
Non-domestic charges were to include a
maximum 20% allowance for leakage. Another
key element was the recovery of average oper-
ational and marginal capital costs of water ser-
vices from all non-domestic users. The framework
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planned for the completion of the metering of all
non-domestic users by 2006 and the maintenance
of non-charging for domestic water users.
Domestic operational costs were to be met
through the local government fund and capital
costs through the capital programme of the
Department of the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government. The impact of the develop-
ment levies imposed since last year has been well-
documented. These are effectively a tax on house
buyers, particularly first-time buyers. Will these
be used to supplement funding from the Depart-
ment’s capital programme for water services?

In addition to public schemes, there are
approximately 2,500 group schemes providing a
water supply for 145,000 households nationwide.
Since 1997 the National Federation of Group
Water Schemes has made substantial progress in
addressing the widespread water quality and dis-
tribution problems in that sector. A large number
of schemes have been bundled into
design/build/operate contracts in partnership with
local authorities, the national federation and the
groups themselves. I also acknowledge the
research carried out by the Institute of Engineers
of Ireland in this area. It has pinpointed key
issues in the challenges facing Ireland in
delivering water services at 21st century stan-
dards. High standards are essential to the econ-
omic and social well-being of the country. I agree
with the institute that, in order to comply with
new legislative and sustainability standards,
major changes in the organisation of water ser-
vices must be introduced. I agree with the
institute’s key objectives of the delivery of high
quality water services to best international ser-
vices; the reduction of leakage losses from a 2000
average of 47% to 20%; the upgrade of the water
pipe network, much of which is in poor condition;
and meeting the challenges of climate change.

There are approximately one million domestic
and 160,000 non-domestic water consumer con-
nections. However, the level of water use and
leakage in Ireland is higher than that pertaining
in Europe, including the UK. In Ireland, daily
domestic consumption of water by customer is
approximately 160 litres compared to 125 litres in
England and Wales and 115 litres in other Euro-
pean countries. While the percentage of water
loss in distribution through leakage in Ireland
stands at 50%, it stands at 24% in England and
Wales and at less than 10% in other European
countries. To have a sustainable high quality
water service the need to account for the impact
of global warming on rainfall patterns and water
storage requirements must be recognised. On-
going major capital investment must be intro-
duced to meet water quality and wastewater stan-
dards. The pipe network, much of which is in
poor condition, must be renewed. We must
ensure the environmental management of water
resources in accordance with the objectives of the
European Water Framework Directive. We must
ensure best value for money while recognising the

need for economic and environmental regulation
in order to protect the consumer.

In addressing water quality and supply, the
Institute of Engineers of Ireland has stated that a
comprehensive review of the organisation
arrangements for delivery of water services
should be carried out with the adoption of a
regional approach based on river catchment. It
has also recommended the establishment of local
and regional water authorities for the manage-
ment and delivery of water services. It has called
for the establishment of a water services regulator
to set standards and targets for service delivery
by these water authorities and to approve water
charge mechanisms and charges. Will the Mini-
ster give his views on these proposals?

The Minister has denied that this legislation
will be used as a Trojan Horse to introduce priv-
atisation and water charges. While it is not a
reflection on the Minister’s judgment, I do not
have his confidence in the Government.

Mr. Roche: The Deputy should read the Bill.

Mr. Allen: George Bush said, “Read my lips”.
In future debates, I hope the pressing issues

and challenges in complying with all EU direc-
tives on water quality can be addressed. I hope
this Bill will be dealt with constructively on Com-
mittee Stage. However, on principle I cannot
accept it because I fear the worst. The only way
to stop the creeping privatisation of our water
services and the introduction of water charges is
to ensure that the Government is not re-elected.

Mr. Gilmore: As I listened to the Minister’s
reverie about the 19th century, I too was struck
by how times have changed. The Minister was
struck by the contrast between the rudimentary
nature of the Victorian world and the modernity
of present day society. I was struck more by the
contrast between how much more was achieved
in the 19th century in the provision of infrastruc-
ture in this country by a foreign government dur-
ing the poorest of circumstances and how little
has been achieved in the past seven years by the
Fianna Fáil-Progressive Democrats Government
during the wealthiest of times this island has ever
experienced. Contrast the Victorians’ achieve-
ment in the building of national schools, a road
and rail network and the provision of water and
sewerage schemes for towns with what this
Government has done, with all the technology
and moneys available to it. There is no decent
public transport system. Instead, the rail system
between our cities is less efficient and frequent
than it was in the Victorian era. Why are there
places where water quality is still poor and supply
inadequate? Why must the people of Corke
Abbey and Woodbrook Glen in the Dún
Laoghaire constituency endure the stench of sew-
age every summer because of the inadequacy of
the treatment plant in that area? Every once in a
while, a boring-looking Bill appears on the Order
Paper, the contents of which appear to be non-
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contentious and the debate on which promises to
be pretty pedestrian. The press disappear from
the Press Gallery, Deputies use the opportunity
to raise issues of mainly local concern and eventu-
ally, the Minister and the party spokespersons are
despatched into committee to consider technical
amendments that never fire the political
imagination.

On the face of it, this is one such Bill. It con-
solidates and modernises all the arcane 19th cen-
tury legislation on water and sewage; transposes
to national law a battery of EU directives and
regulations; introduces a licensing system for
water services and puts the national rural water
monitoring committee on a statutory basis. Until
the Bill is examined more closely, this seems to
be all good, solid law making, but boring politics.
When one peels back the misleading rhetoric of
the Minister’s speech and reads the text of the
Bill that bears little relationship to what the Mini-
ster said about it in the course of his speech one
finds a Bill that may have significant implications
for every household but the implications of which
may not be felt for a number of years to come. At
that stage, press and politicians alike will wonder
where the extraordinary powers came from and
how this happened, only to find that it all ema-
nated from a dull-looking Bill called the Water
Services Bill 2003.

This seemingly boring, technical Bill will per-
mit water services in Ireland to be privatised
without any further authority from Dáil Éireann
and will allow water service providers to charge
for water. Although the Minister protests that
water charges are not being introduced, this Bill
provides a way around the 1997 Act that abol-
ished domestic water charges. The Bill introduces
metering of water and of sewage. It authorises
water service providers to tell a householder how
much water he or she may use and if necessary
to ration the water. It allows future EU water
legislation to be implemented without further pri-
mary legislation being brought before the
Oireachtas. The Bill empowers county managers
to make and amend strategic water service plans
without any public consultation and without hav-
ing to obtain the approval of the elected council-
lors. It permits water service providers to dig up
public roads without having to obtain a road
opening licence. They will simply need the con-
sent of the roads authority, I presume, with just a
telephone call. The Bill makes individual house-
holders legally liable for the quality of water com-
ing through their domestic taps, while at the same
time it indemnifies the Minister, the city and
county councils and the water service providers
for any fault on their part.

Perhaps the most remarkable thing about this
Bill is what is omitted from it. One would expect
that the first water services Bill of the 21st cen-
tury, in a State that, according to economists,
intends to be the most prosperous in Europe,
would have something to say about the citizen’s

right to water. Water is essential for life. This Bill
acknowledges and legislates for European direc-
tives that emphasise water quality and hygiene,
but nowhere does it state that the people have a
right, subject to compliance with planning law, to
a connection to a public water supply or to access
clean water. This legislation should define access
to water as a right and the consequential obli-
gations should be placed on the relevant public
authorities.

If anything, this Bill faces in the opposite direc-
tion. Sections 6 to 14, hammer out what a person
may not do in respect of the provision of a water
supply. These sections set down heavy penalties
for non-compliance. I appreciate the intention of
these sections is to confine the provision of water
services to the public water authorities or to auth-
orised or licensed water service providers and
that such a regulated framework is in the public
interest. However, it is at least very odd drafting
to begin a Bill with what is being banned, before
setting out what is being provided. In the absence
of a clear statement of a statutory right to water,
the effect is to turn water into a commodity and
to give water service providers a role that is at
least potentially commercial.

The provisions that make the Minister, the
water authorities and other water service pro-
viders, immune from legal action reinforces the
omission of a statutory right to water. Section 29
states that nobody can take a legal action against
the Minister, a water services authority or other
prescribed person, arising from any failure to pro-
vide water or failure to fulfil their functions under
this Bill. Similar immunity is being granted to
their officers and employees. A water services
authority can cut off a water supply to a house-
hold or to a business and under section 56(12):

Liability shall not accrue to a water services
authority arising from any consequence of the
restriction or cutting off of a supply of water in
accordance with subsection (11).

If this Bill is passed, the individual person or
householder will have no statutory right to water.
The supply of water will be legally confined to
the public water authorities and to those licensed
or authorised under this Bill and those bodies
cannot be made accountable through the courts
for any failure or omission. They can deny us
water, they can even poison us with the water
they supply and we cannot seek remedy in a court
of law.

We will not be able to do much about it
through the democratic system either. The pro-
vision of water at local level will be governed by
the water services strategic plan. This will be
analogous to the county development plan or the
waste management plan. Section 36(3) states:

The making, replacement or revision of a
water services strategic plan is an executive
function.

In other words, the water services strategic plan
will be decided by the city or county manager,
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and under section 37, it will be approved or
amended by the Minister. There is no provision
for any public consultation about the plan. The
elected council will have no function at all in
respect of the plan. Lest there be any doubt,
section 36(5)(b) prohibits the council from
exercising its powers under the Local Govern-
ment Act to give any direction to the manager
about the plan.

This Fianna Fáil-PD Government has habitu-
ally transferred local powers to city and county
managers. The unique feature of this Bill is that
there is not even a pretence of public involvement
or democratic accountability. Strategic planning
for the provision of the most basic necessity of
life, water, will be done in secret by appointed
officials who will not have to tell the public what
they are doing; will not have to subject their plans
to a vote of the people’s representatives and will
be immune from action in the courts for the con-
sequences of their actions.

According to section 38, it is only when it has
been made by the manager and approved by the
Minister that the plan must be published. Under
section 38(3), the only right being granted to the
public is to get a copy of the plan after it has been
made and then only on payment of a fee by the
member of the public. Even then, the person can
be made wait for 21 days before the council for-
wards it to him or her.

Apart from the lack of democracy and even
courtesy to the public that this process demon-
strates, it is wide open to abuse. The strategic
planning of water mains and sewerage services
and the lands through which they pass or service,
are critical factors in the development of land and
in the consequential speculation and value of
land. I ask the House to imagine what a George
Redmond might do if he had the power given in
this Bill to make strategic water services plans
and decide where and when water and sewerage
pipes were to pass through whose lands and
where.

The powers of the Minister and manager are
not confined to making strategic plans. In this Bill
they are also being given the effective power to
privatise water services without further reference
to this House. The Minister protests it is not the
intention of the Bill to privatise water services
and that it is mischievous to say otherwise. All
I can do is rely on the text of the Bill. Section
27 states:

(1) Subject to subsection (2), where the Mini-
ster is satisfied that—

(a) any function conferred on a water ser-
vices authority by this Act could be effec-
tively performed in lieu or in addition by the
Minister, or other prescribed person,

(b) any function conferred on the Minister
could be performed in lieu or in addition by
a water services authority or other pre-
scribed person,

the Minister may prescribe that the Minister, a
water services authority or other person pre-
scribed may perform the function from the a
prescribed date.

It is quite clear from that that the Minister has
the power to prescribe any other person to do
anything the Minister or a water services auth-
ority has the power to do under this legislation.
That enables the Minister to prescribe that a par-
ticular water service be delivered by, for example,
a private company.

Section 28 again emphasises that particular
dimension. It states:

(1) The Minister may, following consultation
with any Minister of the Government who in
the opinion of the Minister is concerned, by
regulations—

(a) assign to a water services authority or
such other person as may be prescribed,
additional functions in relation to water
services.

Again the power is being given to the Minister to
assign to persons, other than himself or a water
services authority, the additional powers envis-
aged in this legislation.

Sections 6, 7, 24 and 25 all refer to the Minister,
water services authority and what is called “any
other person prescribed” as having duties and
responsibilities under this Bill. The question that
must be asked is, what is meant by this “any other
person” referred to in this legislation? The term
is not defined in the legislation. I am sure the
Minister would have us believe that what is
intended is the group water schemes, that is, that
this is what “any other person” refers to.
However, section 16, which deals with the allo-
cation of grants, draws a distinction between the
“any other person” frequently referred to in the
legislation and the providers of water under
group water schemes.

The right to privatise water services under this
legislation will not be confined to the Minister.
Under section 31, a water services authority or a
local authority can privatise its own water supply,
a reservoir, a water treatment plant or an individ-
ual sewage treatment plant. I draw the Minister’s
attention to section 31(5) which states: “Without
prejudice to the State Authorities (Public Private
Partnership Arrangements) Act 2002, for the pur-
poses of fulfilling all or any of its functions under
subsection (2), a water services authority may
make arrangements with another person, includ-
ing entering into an agreement or arrangement
with another person in relation to the provision
of water services by another person or jointly
with it in part or all of its functional area.” As I
read it, that is not, as the Minister purported to
tell this House, simply the public private partner-
ship arrangement. This subsection makes it clear
that, while it may be public private partnership,
it may be much wider than that as well.

It is nothing new. We already know, for
example, that many local authorities have priv-
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atised their waste collection services. The process
of privatisation in the area of water services has
already begun. International water companies
have already become involved in the upgrading
of group water schemes. I understand there have
been cases where group water schemes have been
grouped together with some smaller public
schemes. I have no objection to that. The design-
build-operation formula is already being used to,
effectively, privatise parts of the water services
provision. It is meaningless for the Minister to try
to assure the House that there is no issue of priv-
atisation of the water services supply in this coun-
try when the process has already started and
when this Bill clearly sets down a blueprint for it.

Section 34 clearly anticipates that privatisation
will occur. It provides for the Minister to issue
guidelines and codes of practice to water service
authorities and to what is called “the provision of
water services by any other person”. If water is to
become a commodity and privatisation of water
supply is to become a reality, then the issue,
inevitably, arises about charging for water. Again,
the Minister protests that water charges are not
being introduced and that the 1997 Act, which
abolished them, is not being repealed. That is true
up to a point but this Bill clearly anticipates and
provides for a charging regime. It is not surprising
that it should do so.

The Bill deals with the implementation of, or
the giving effect to, European Union directives.
We know the European Union Water Frame-
work Directive requires cost recovering in regard
to water supplies and that certain exemptions
were made in making that framework for this
country in that provided the Government could
show there was cost recovery by some other
means, it would not necessarily insist on the rein-
troduction of domestic water charges. We also
know that is subject to review in approximately
2008 or 2010.

Section 5 gives effect to the European Union
directives. What is interesting is the contents of
section 30(3) which states:

When carrying out his or her functions under
the Act, the Minister shall have regard to and
take full account of:

(a) the principle of recovery of the costs of
water services as provided for in Article 9 of
the EU Water Framework Directive.

It is interesting that that provision of the Water
Framework Directive should be singled out for
special mention in the legislation. After all, if the
Water Framework Directive is being given effect
anyway in the Bill, why list this provision and
highlight it as a matter the Minister must take
into account in carrying out his or her function?
It is to underline the fact that this Bill provides
for a charging regime.

An interesting and significant feature of this
Bill — it is an unusual feature and one which I do
not think has precedent in any other legislation I

have seen — is section 28(2) which, as I read it,
effectively means that this Bill is putting into Irish
law future European Union directives in regard
to water services before they are even made.
Section 28(2) states:

Without prejudice to the generality of sub-
section (1), regulations under this section may
assign to a water services authority or such
other person as may be prescribed, any func-
tion. . . in the opinion of the Minister, arises
from, or is necessary for or in connection with
the implementation of-

(a) any provision of the treaties governing
the European Communities,

(b) any Act adopted by the institutions of
those Communities, or

(c) any international convention or agree-
ment to which the State is, or becomes, a
party.

It is the first time I have come across primary
legislation giving effect to international obli-
gations, or to legislation drawn up by the Euro-
pean Union, before they have been made. That is
happening in anticipation of a change in the
Water Framework Directive which may make it
mandatory for this country to reintroduce
domestic water charges.

Section 30(4)(d) states the Minister may spec-
ify standards, issue guidelines and codes of prac-
tice and give directions on matters relating to the
provision of water services, including pricing
mechanisms. Section 36(8) requires a water ser-
vices strategic plan to include a provision dealing
with income and expenditure. Where is the
income to come from in the water services stra-
tegic plans of local authorities if there is not some
form of charging? Section 52 gives to a council,
water authority or any other person acting jointly
with it or on its behalf, the power to recover sums
due to it in respect of the provision of water ser-
vices. Why would councils or other persons pro-
viding water services need to have the power to
recover sums due to it if there were not to be
some kind of charging regime.

Part 5 deals with metering. Section 72, which
specifically permits the provision of water meters,
sets out that subject to any direction of the Mini-
ster under this Act, a water service authority may
supply water by measure and meter for it and so
on. Section 72(1)(b) states that a water service
authority may, subject to complying with the pro-
visions of other enactments in relation to
charging for water services, charge a rent or
otherwise recover from a user the costs incurred
by it in respect of every meter or other instru-
ment provided for measuring the water supply to
or the waste water discharged by that user. That
is the way the Minister has found around the 1997
Act. He is leaving the 1997 Act in place. He said
he is not reintroducing domestic water charges
but he is obliging the householder to have a
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meter and he can charge the householder a rent
for the meter.

Section 72(5) outlines regulations governing
the operation of meters. Section 72(5)(h) is
interesting in that it refers to the Minister’s power
to make regulations relating to the rental of met-
ers and related charges. Meters will also be used
for sewage purposes which will give a whole new
meaning in the domestic household to the con-
cept of spending a penny. The implications of this
Bill for householders is very clear. There will be
a charge for water and sewage. Those charges
may yet have to be paid to private companies if
the provision of those services is privatised as this
Bill enables the Minister and the water service
authorities to do.

Section 54 outlines general duties on owners of
premises. From a water conservation point of
view I can understand why they are being intro-
duced. It allows the water service authority to
give a direction to a householder regarding how
much water he or she is using and to ration water.
Householders would be well advised to become
acquainted with this provision because it puts a
legal obligation on them regarding the quality of
water in the home.

As Deputy Allen stated, the Bill is most com-
prehensive. The Minister outlined how it provides
a new regulatory framework for the delivery of
water services. It places a serious obligation on
the Minister and the Department. The new licens-
ing regime and administrative responsibilities will
also place new obligations on local authorities. A
significant investment programme of \4.4 billion
has been allocated for the introduction of the
changes. However, I question whether the Mini-
ster and the Department will be in a position to
implement the legislation. The Government has
proposed to decentralise the Department to
Enniscorthy, New Ross, Waterford and Wexford.

Mr. Allen: And now Wicklow.

Mr. Gilmore: According to the figures pub-
lished for the number of people interested in
decentralisation, only 38 staff of the Department
of the Environment, Heritage and Local Govern-
ment have volunteered to be decentralised to
Enniscorthy, New Ross, Waterford or Wexford.
On the assumption that those 38 people are fairly
evenly distributed throughout the Department, if
the decentralisation programme proceeds, we will
find that the staff and expertise which has built
up in this rather complex area will have to opt for
transfer to Departments remaining in Dublin and
the Minister will have to start afresh with new
people who may have considerable experience in
Army barracks, school buildings and the fitting
out of hospitals but will not have assembled a
great deal of experience on water treatment
plants. I submit that the same applies to other
divisions of the Department. I wonder — as I am
sure the Minister does — how this ambitious pro-
gramme based on the new regulatory framework
and costing \4.4 billion will be achieved within

the time limits required by our European Union
obligations, given that the staff dealing with the
matter would be entirely inexperienced in the
area.

I accept there is a need to modernise and
update water services legislation, introduce new
procedures and implement European Union
directives. However, I very much regret the inad-
equate legislation before us. For all the guff about
consumer rights, no statutory right of access to
water is being given to the public. The legislation
is a thinly disguised attempt to privatise the water
supply. Going hand in hand with that is a formula
to get around the 1997 Act and reintroduce water
charges by another name, be that a rent for the
meter or a straight-up charge. It is our duty as an
Opposition to oppose this legislation and, accord-
ingly, the Labour Party will oppose the Second
Stage reading of the Bill.

Mr. Morgan: I wish to share time with Deputies
Joe Higgins, Cowley and Cuffe.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Is that agreed?
Agreed.

Mr. Morgan: I have extreme reservations about
this legislation. While I accept that a consoli-
dation of the various legislative measures relating
to water services dating back to the 19th century
is long overdue, I question whether it was neces-
sary to produce a legislative tome of this nature.
I refer to its content rather than its size. I wish
to focus on a particular concern relating to the
introduction of legislation that is designed to pave
the way for water charges and the privatisation of
water services. The former Minister for the Envir-
onment, Heritage and Local Government,
Deputy Cullen, stated in the Seanad that it was
not the Government’s intention to bring in
water charges.

Mr. McCormack: Did the Deputy believe him?

Mr. Morgan: I do not believe a word of it. It
also causes me considerable concern that this Bill
has emanated from a Department under his guid-
ance and probably explains why it is so extremely
right wing in terms of its proposals. The Water
Services Bill should not have been intended to
facilitate the privatisation of water services.
However, given the Government’s record on
promises and in particular the previous incum-
bent’s attitude to the Opposition, we can be for-
given for being sceptical particularly given that
the Bill contains measures specifically related to
the provision of meters.

Part 5 has rightly raised eyebrows and a
number of questions, as indicated by previous
speakers as regards powers of access for instal-
lation, reading and maintenance of meters. Why
are meters necessary if it is not the intention to
bring forward water charges? I accept that meters
have been used in strategic locations by local
authorities for many years in terms of attempting
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to measure the volume of water going through
systems. However, increasingly meters are being
affixed to all new housing schemes. Why is this
happening? Are people to be asked just to reduce
the consumption of water? Are they going to be
asked to use the toilet less, take fewer showers
etc.? Why is there a meter on every home? It cer-
tainly raises suspicions on this side of the House
as do a number of proposals contained in this Bill.

Section 29, for example, gives complete legal
immunity to the Minister, the local authority or
the water authority in terms of access or even
damage to property in the course of such inspec-
tions. Why is such a broad provision included in
this Bill? Why is it necessary? On the issue of
local democracy in section 36(3) the Minister is
taking away the power of members of a local
authority to make a plan in respect of water and
waste water. That is now to be the complete
reserve of county and city managers. We know
why this is, because the last two Ministers for the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government,
Deputy Noel Dempsey and Deputy Cullen, both
rowed back significantly in terms of the powers of
members of local authorities. They loaded those
powers onto the executive, the county and city
managers. I wonder if the current incumbent will
attempt to reverse the trend that has been emerg-
ing under those two previous Ministers.

Why should people seek election to a local
authority? Increasingly members are being left
with no authority. They cannot even sweep the
streets, given the current trend. Section 56 pro-
hibits an appeal to the District Court in certain
circumstances. Is that not draconian?

My party is completely opposed to the intro-
duction of water charges. We view it as a regress-
ive stealth tax. Given that we oppose direct
charges for domestic rates, we cannot support
proposals for metering of domestic water sup-
plies. We are firmly of the view that everyone has
the right to an adequate supply of safe, clean
water as a basic entitlement. Ability to access safe
clean water cannot be based on a person’s ability
to pay for it. The provision of water services is a
key responsibility of the State and we are funda-
mentally opposed to the privatisation of water
services. We would point to the disastrous record
of privatisation of water services in other states.

Many people believe that water will probably
become the “new oil” at a point in the future
when the good clean water supply will dictate the
wealth of an economy or country. Is this legis-
lation a case of the Government getting its boot
in early? I ask the new Minister — he did not do
so at the outset in his speech — to reaffirm the
position outlined by Deputy Cullen, that water
charges will not be introduced and that services
will not be privatised. The best way the Minister
can assure us that this is his belief would be to
amend the parts of this Bill that indicate footsteps
leading to privatisation and the charging for
water services.

We would also be particularly concerned that
water charges may be introduced as a prelude to
the making the water services attractive to priv-
atisation, in the same way that waste charges have
resulted in the privatisation of waste services in
many parts of the State.

One of the biggest concerns, apart from pol-
lution of drinking water, is the problem of leak-
age which is responsible for the loss of between
30% and 45% of all water, particularly in urban
areas. Obviously the situation is improving some-
what. Only two and half years ago there was a
report from the Department indicating that
between 47% and 53% was being lost. It is absol-
utely vital that a comprehensive leakage control
strategy is put in place to address this. Vast quan-
tities of water are being treated and simply
allowed to leak into the ground because of faulty
piping. Treating water for public consumption is
expensive and losing treated water through leak-
age is a waste of a valuable resource. Although
it is obviously not practical to eliminate leakage
completely, we should aim for the lowest possible
level. Addressing leakage is an area of savings
that has not been fully explored, particularly as a
mechanism for releasing extra resources for capi-
tal expenditure.

I note section 36 provides for the making of the
plan by the executive. I wonder if the new Mini-
ster, given that this is not his Bill, will give that
little power back to local authority members and
reinstate it as a reserve function.

Water quality in this State remains a problem.
As I said, I welcome the provision in Part 6 pro-
viding for the introduction of a system of licens-
ing for group water schemes. This is particularly
important in the light of the fact the EPA
reported in February of this year that the overall
quality of drinking water supplied by group water
schemes remained unsatisfactory. Worryingly,
that report also found that some public water sup-
plies consistently breach standards such as alu-
minium and nitrates.

Before I leave the subject of group water
schemes, I commend those members of the com-
munity who for many years have been strong in
terms of delivering on such schemes and provid-
ing an excellent service. Unfortunately my time is
up, but I look forward to Committee Stage.

Mr. J. Higgins: The water services Bill, under
cover of modernising the legislation, provides a
framework for the privatisation of the water sup-
ply in this State and for the introduction of the
hated water charges which a magnificent move-
ment of ordinary people power forced out in
1996. A water tax may not be introduced before
the next general election. The Government
remembers what happened in the mid 1990s and
the reaction of decent taxpayers in Dublin to the
hated bin tax, for example. It may not want to
risk introducing them before the general election,
but the Minister should be honest. The Govern-
ment wants a water tax. Senior people in various
Departments want water tax, not as a conser-
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vation but as a revenue raising measure. Public
private partnership, as provided for in this Bill,
is a preparation for privatisation. Outsourcing is
invariably a preparation for privatisation of
public services. Witness Aer Lingus. The
Comptroller and Auditor General in his recent
report exploded the myth that public private part-
nerships gave value to the taxpayer. In the case
of the six schools which he examined he found a
stunning 13% to 9% greater cost than if they had
been supplied in full public ownership.

The supply of water is a crucial service. It is
a life and death matter in many countries where
billions of people do not have access to clean
drinking water but it is wrong of elements of the
media to hint, as did even the Minister, that this
is a free supply. Householders, working people
and taxpayers have paid for the infrastructure
that provides clean water to our homes and other
premises. That is the point and that is why it is
available.

Mr. Roche: I just said that. I said it is not free.

Mr. J. Higgins: Yes, but as I will show in the
limited time available, the suggestion is that water
is free and, therefore, having it supplied to our
homes without a specific tax or charge on it
means we will wantonly waste it. That is always
the subtext for saying we must have direct water
charges. I reject that.

The explanatory memorandum states the Bill
deals with management of water in the pipe from
abstraction to discharge as treated waste water.
I am bitterly disappointed with the lack of any
originality in the Bill in respect of the significant
measures that could be taken with regard to con-
servation and avoiding the waste of huge amounts
of pure drinking water. Section 53 states a person
who wilfully wastes or permits wastage of any
water supplied by a water services authority is
guilty of an offence, but the Department of the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government,
the Government and local authorities throughout
the country are guilty of standing over the wast-
age of huge amounts of pristine drinking water.

For example, they could prescribe building
regulations, and I want the Minister to reply to
this at the end of the debate, that would ensure
design of water systems in homes and other prem-
ises which could save massive amounts of drink-
ing water on an annual basis. It is incredible that
a single flush of a toilet to remove a fraction of a
litre of waste liquid water wastes gallons of pure
drinking water because of the huge capacity of
toilet systems. Other countries have a dual flush
system to remove liquids and greater amounts to
reduce solids. In my estimation a simple measure
such as the modification of toilet systems alone,
and in Dublin alone, would conservatively save at
least 500 million gallons, or 1.5 billion litres, of
pristine drinking water each year. I preached that
seven or eight years ago when I was elected to
the Dáil, and before that in the local authorities.
It is a massive dereliction of duty that nothing has

been done. I am so frustrated I put an object
about a litre size in my own toilet system as a
personal saving measure but personal gestures
are not what is needed. Similarly, in regard to the
design of buildings, rain tanks in every home
would save hundreds of millions of gallons of
water that is wasted in gardens, washing cars and
so on.

Dr. Cowley: As someone who has lived in rural
Ireland for many years, I have first-hand experi-
ence of the wonderful people involved in rural
communities. The greatest example of that is the
group water scheme system, of which I have per-
sonal experience. I saw the wonderful effort made
by so many people not only to set up those
schemes but run them around the clock, no more
than a rural general practitioner who is out at all
hours of the day and night. That work was done
by people whose cousins lived in the towns and
had everything provided for them. I want to
record my admiration of the wonderful and con-
tinuing effort by those people in rural areas.

I became aware of a case involving two elderly
ladies who were trustees of a particular scheme.
They were being pilloried by the media, the
Government and the local authority because
there was contamination of the water in Bal-
lycroy. Those ladies were put under terrible
pressure but it was obvious that the money had
not been made available by successive Govern-
ments to allow the necessary investment to bring
those schemes up to the proper standard. The
same investment available for local authorities
was not made available to communities and that
tells the story very well. What happened in that
case was very unfair.

I was involved in the setting up of the National
Federation of Group Water Schemes. I was chair-
man of the federation until I was elected to this
House. I was involved in negotiations on the rural
water programme when I first suggested the idea
of a quality control standard. I welcome that and
the progress made on a charter of rights for group
water schemes and so on. As a result of the threat
of a large European Union fine, money was made
available but that investment needs to continue.
It would be a terrible injustice if the money was
not put invested.

I am concerned about the various penalties
now being introduced. Many people involved in
group water schemes were expecting this legis-
lation, which is necessary to a point, but the con-
cern is that it will be used as a stick to beat those
very people who have made Trojan efforts. Those
people need to be kept on board because if they
are beaten down, so to speak, they will simply
give up and this major voluntary effort will not
be replaced by Government. Somebody else will
then take over this work at a major cost to the
State.

I have also met many older people in particular
throughout the country who have put their hearts
and souls into these schemes, as well as those who
were involved in the setting up of the National



967 Carers Support Services: 5 October 2004. Motion 968

[Dr. Cowley.]
Federation of Group Water Schemes, people like
Sean Clerkin, the current national co-ordinator,
Brendan O’Mahoney, the current chairman, and
so on.

I welcome the fact that the national rural water
monitoring committee is getting statutory recog-
nition under the Bill. I ask the Minister to ensure
in particular that the county monitoring commit-
tees are equally strengthened because they are
key to ensuring fair play and that a democratic
deficit does not arise. I suggested that scheme
should be extended to the planning system, in
which there is a major democratic deficit.

A major infrastructure deficit exists also. We
agree it has to be quality focused and the most
money should be put into ensuring quality but
there is a major problem with the lack of infra-
structure. These communities have been deprived
over the years. The systems are run down and
with the exacting EU standards they are expected
to perform. The penalties involved are severe but
it would be a travesty if those people were penal-
ised in any way.

I congratulate the Minister on his appointment
but I ask him to consult widely with the group
water scheme activists, ensure there is fair play,
that those involved in the group water schemes
are not bullied or coerced and that the licensing
system is fair. If the Minister allows any injustice
to creep in, he will kill the goose that lays the
golden egg, and the State will be the loser. The
Minister should strengthen the county monitoring
committees and ensure the system works in a
democratic fashion.

Mr. Cuffe: I welcome the Bill. I am mindful of
the great line from the late W.C. Fields about not
drinking tap water on the basis that fish fuss in
it. It is worth noting that the Bill contains many
excellent recommendations for improving the
management of our water supply systems.

I wish to pay tribute to those entrusted with
the management of group water schemes
throughout the country who have done Trojan
work over the years and whose role, in a sense, is
elevated by the demands of this legislation, not to
supersede the work they are doing but to recog-
nise that and put a good regulatory system in
place, which is necessary.

Debate adjourned.

Private Members’ Business.

————

Carers Support Services: Motion.

Mr. Penrose: I note the Minister is not here.
Maybe he is conceding straight away that this is
a very worthwhile motion and proposal for a car-
ers Bill. I anticipate that the Minister will concede
and there will be no division tomorrow. I could
almost sit down without moving the motion

because he is not here. It is a pity because this
is a very important issue for the Labour Party. I
anticipated that he would surely be here at 7
o’clock in his new portfolio, but I am somewhat
taken aback. When he comes he will concede
immediately because this is such a worthwhile
motion that there will be no opposition. He wants
to get off on the right foot and get everyone back
on track, including with the Taoiseach, and I
anticipate this is one way we will have a victory
tonight.

Mr. Ring: He is the reluctant Minister. He is
like the reluctant bride, and we all know what
happened to her.

Mr. Penrose: I see him arriving. I wish him well
in his new portfolio and congratulate him on his
appointment. I look forward to constructive dia-
logue commencing with this motion tonight.

I move:

That Dáil Éireann:

— noting that it is almost 12 months since
the Joint Committee on Social and
Family Affairs published its major
report, The Position of Full-Time
Carers;

— regretting the failure of the Govern-
ment to take action to implement the
key recommendations contained in the
report;

— conscious of the fact that the CSO has
produced figures showing that almost
150,000 people in Ireland provide
unpaid help for a family member or
friend with a disability; and

— aware that carers are saving the State
huge expenditure that would arise
should those being cared for have to be
provided with institutional care;

calls on the Government to recognise the value
of the carers’ contribution by:

— the abolition of the means test for the
carer’s allowance;

— the introduction of a comprehensive
system of assessment of the supports
and services required by carers;

— a significant shift of resources to home
care subvention;

— the introduction of a respite care grant
for all carers;

— the development of a national strategy
for carers.

I wish to share my time with Deputies Stagg,
Moynihan-Cronin and Lynch.

Almost a year has elapsed since the Oireachtas
Joint Committee on Social and Family Affairs
launched its report, The Position of Full-Time
Carers. Since that time the Government has done
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nothing of consequence to improve the position
for carers who, as I have said repeatedly, are
some of the best people in our society. Carers are
the unsung heroes of Irish society. It is time we
acknowledge their role and begin compensating
them for the demanding work they are asked to
do.

Figures published by the Central Statistics
Office last March show that there are almost
150,000 people in Ireland providing unpaid help
for a family member or friend with a disability or
health problem. The person being cared for could
be a child with a physical or mental disability, a
stroke victim or an incapacitated elderly relative.
In many cases this unpaid care is being provided
24 hours per day, 365 days per year. In some cases
a person may be caring for more than one
dependant. Providing the level of care required
can take a huge physical and emotional toll on
the provider. The demand for care can be con-
stant. Significant physical effort is often required,
for example, in lifting or moving the patient. Car-
ers can find themselves confined to the house
almost as much as the person for whom they care.
There is no guaranteed time off, no holidays, no
weekend breaks and, in most cases, no financial
compensation. Frequently the persons providing
the care are themselves elderly. There cannot be
a single Deputy who does not have a list of cases
of carers enduring significant personal hardship
because of their circumstances. I have been dee-
ply moved by some of the letters I received from
carers. I have volumes of them, but I will read
two samples. The first states:

Dear Mr. Penrose,

As a carer and member of a support group I
read with interest your report and recommend-
ations of the joint committee. I am especially
interested in a submission which calls for the
abolition of means testing for carers. As it is
almost a year since the report was passed I feel
the decision should be acted on immediately.
Could you please inform me of any future pro-
gress of same?

The second letter states:

Dear William Penrose,

My name is — and I live at — with my
mother, my husband and my three very young
children. I am sure you are a busy man so I will
keep this very short if I can. I have applied for
carer’s allowance and in the end I simply gave
up not because I won the Lotto but because I
could not keep up with the endless paperwork
they requested. They even subjected my frail
mother to an exam by a Department doctor as
they would not accept or believe her doctor of
20 years that she is in need of full-time care.
My brother and sister both work full time so
all her care fell to me as I am at home with my
kids. The thing is my kids are not the reason I
cannot do the full-time computer course
offered in a particular place with FÁS. They

would give me the money for the child care but
I have no one to look after my Mum. I feel like
I cannot move on with my life until her needs
are met.

My choices are to put her in a nursing home
and let the people’s Government foot the bill
or pay for full-time care which I cannot afford
or leave her alone and hope nothing will hap-
pen and if something does happen she will end
up in a particular hospital costing the Govern-
ment thousands of euros every week. I feel I
am stuck and not recognised by the Govern-
ment. If I got my, as I see it, just reward for all
the care I provided I might not feel so stuck.
Please do your best to abolish the means test-
ing for all us unseen and unheard carers in
Ireland. We do the work for the Government.
We just want to be recognised.

These are very small cross-samples of the letters
I receive.

According to official figures from the Depart-
ment of Social and Family Affairs less than 15%
of the county’s 150,000 carers qualify for the car-
er’s allowance. This is largely because the means
test requirements are so severe that only those on
the lowest of incomes qualify, a topic I will deal
with in more detail later. These carers save the
State the high costs that would arise if those being
cared for had to seek residential care, but they
get little or no recognition from the State. Among
the submissions made to me as Chairman of the
Oireachtas Joint Committee on Social and Family
Affairs, there were over 18 written submissions
and many oral submissions by the Carers Associ-
ation, Carers Alliance and numerous other organ-
isations. The one point on which they focused was
the lack of State recognition for the work they do
for their relatives.

If there are 150,000 carers, it is safe to assume
that there are close to 150,000 receiving care.
Taking an average of just \500 per week —
Dublin Deputies will laugh at that sum but let us
take an average — for institutional care the cost
to the Exchequer of providing residential care for
those currently being cared for at home would be
close to \4 billion per annum. Very few nursing
homes provide care at that price. That does not
even consider the capital costs that would be
required to provide places for 150,000 people.
The Labour Party believes it is time to end the
shameful neglect of the country’s carers. We want
to see a package of measures that will recognise
and in some way, not even fully, reward the role
played by carers.

When I launched the report, on which there
was unanimous agreement within the all-party
Joint Committee on Social and Family Affairs, I
stated on the committee’s behalf: “The timescale
of implementation is as important to us as is the
content of our recommendations and we do not
want to see any dust gathering on what we have
proposed here and about which there is no sub-
stantive disagreement or controversy.” Deputy
Ring will no doubt relay his views later.
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[Mr. Penrose.]
A year on, none of the committee’s recom-

mendations has been implemented. The only
response from the outgoing Minister, Deputy
Coughlan, was to claim that supporting carers was
a priority of the Government, and then to do
nothing of substance on the recommendations of
the joint committee. The outgoing Minister, in a
response to inquiries about the actions, if any,
being taken on the committee’s recommend-
ations, replied to me in June 2004 with a classic,
clichéd set of responses which were as dis-
heartening as they were disappointing in tone and
content. For example, on the recommendation of
the joint committee that the means test for carers
be abolished, the Minister responded that its
abolition would cost in the region of \180 million
per annum and that: “It is questionable whether
it would be the best use of such resources in the
light of other competing demands and the
Department of Social and Family Affairs is aware
that there are differing views on this issue.”

I would like to spend a little time analysing the
former Minister’s response on the issue and I
hope the new Minister does not deliver this type
of clichéd response on the issue of abolishing the
means test. First, the Minister claims that it would
cost \180 million per annum, a very small figure
if all those receiving care were to go into insti-
tutional care at a cost of \4 billion per annum. It
is small beer but absolutely vital to the people
providing care. She did not indicate whether this
was a gross or a net figure. Is it net of the substan-
tial savings that would accrue if the machinery of
means testing were abolished? Means testing is
extremely expensive to carry out, particularly in
Ireland where there are different forms of such
testing, and it uses up large resources in terms of
people and time.

There are 21,000 carers who qualify for pay-
ment — some of them do not qualify in full —
and they receive a paltry \139. Is the new Mini-
ster aware that, from the date they apply, it takes
15 weeks for them to discover if they qualify?
That is an absolute scandal. It is not good enough
and he would want to shake matters up. If the
means test was abolished, that nonsense would
come to an end.

Let us assume the bald figure of \180 million
to which the former Minister referred is a net fig-
ure and let us put it in an appropriate context.
Figures provided by the Central Statistics Office
in its Census 2002 publication, volume 10, on dis-
ability and carers reveal that the total unpaid care
given by all carers in the State is almost 2,962,102
hours per week. If these voluntary carers were
paid for their unpaid time at a rate of \1.17 per
hour — one fifth of the minimum wage — the
aggregate cost would be approximately \180 mill-
ion per annum. These carers do not get paid for
this time they spend looking after their relatives
or friends. However, if the State were to abolish
means testing at an aggregate cost of \180 mill-

ion, it would still equate to slave wages for carers’
unpaid hours.

The former Minister stated “it is questionable
whether it would be the best use of such
resources in the light of other competing
demands”. What are these demands and what is
more important than looking after people who
care for others 24 hours a day, seven days a week,
52 weeks a year? The former Minister claimed
that “supporting carers in our society has been a
priority of the Government since 1997”. Is it a
priority of the Government? Is it necessary for
one to cite a litany of alternative expenditures by
this right wing Government which have been
criticised by friend and foe alike as utterly waste-
ful? One need look no further than earlier today
when a proposal to amend certain regulations will
result in an increase in the amount of money
available to the horse and greyhound industries
to a phenomenal sum in excess of \500 million.

The former Minister, Deputy Coughlan, stated
the “Department of Social and Family Affairs is
aware there are differing views on this issue”.
Who, apart from people in her Department or the
mandarins in the Department of Finance, pro-
vided those views? Did they come from the for-
mer Minister herself? The all-party committee I
have the honour of chairing was unanimous in its
support of the abolition of means testing. The
new Minister should ask the Carers Association,
Care Alliance, the various health boards and the
many individuals interested in this issue such as
the two women from Kildare and south Kerry
who contacted me recently about where the com-
mittee stands. He should forget about the differ-
ent views. There is one unanimous view that
people should be given some recognition.

Most of the submissions to the joint committee
called for the abolition of means testing. The
Mercer Report on the Financing of Long-Term
Care commissioned by the Department gives sev-
eral cogent arguments against means testing and
in favour of universality. I draw the attention of
the House to the views of the joint committee on
means testing. The committee pointed out that
such testing is regarded by carers as degrading,
stressful and extremely complicated. That was
before it took 16 or 17 weeks for applicants to
receive word on whether they qualified for pay-
ment. If any Member has doubts about this, I
urge him or her to examine the basic application
procedures they would have to fulfil if they sud-
denly found themselves in the position of caring
for a relative or friend. If Deputies did so, they
would support the motion tabled by the Labour
Party. They would vote with their feet tomorrow
night. The new Minister, Deputy Brennan, has an
opportunity to put a stamp on his new Depart-
ment by accepting the thrust of the motion in
conjunction with the heads of the carers Bill we
are proud to table.

I have questioned and criticised the outgoing
Minister for Social and Family Affairs for her fail-
ure to take any substantive action to progress the
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implementation of the joint committee’s report. I
regret having had to do so and I wish her well in
her new portfolio. I am familiar with the area of
agriculture, having spent eight or nine years as
my party’s spokesperson on it. However, what I
find really dispiriting in terms of obtaining a more
just deal for full-time carers is that we previously
had a Minister who would not do the job and we
are now faced with one who does not appear to
want the job. Despite my reservations, I call on
Deputy Brennan to surprise us all, particularly
the Taoiseach who, in the Minister’s own words,
“shafted” him, by fighting at Cabinet with the
same intensity he showed in fighting to retain a
ministerial position. I admire the Minister’s guts
and I find an echo of his behaviour in myself. I
would fight to the bitter end for something in
which I believed. In the area from which I come,
we fight for what we believe in. The Minister
must fight for resources for carers and for other
seriously disadvantaged groups.

Mr. F. McGrath: I hope the Deputy wins.

Mr. Penrose: I want to see if “Inchydoney
Man”, that almost mythical, caring Fianna Fáil
individual invented by the party’s spin doctors,
has any basis in reality or if he or she has melted
away like the proverbial snow off the ditch.
Deputy McCreevy is gone to pastures new. I
knew him well. He was also shafted by the Taoi-
seach and the Government spin doctors per-
suaded him that he was being promoted. I also
want to see if McCreevyism is dead or if it still
resides in Tullamore. Most of all, however, I want
to see the full-time carers who made strenuous
and very moving submissions to the joint commit-
tee getting fair treatment. I promised them that
and I like to honour a promise. No more will
these people’s needs be put on the back burner.
As far as I and my Labour Party colleagues are
concerned, they will now be to the fore.

The joint committee, in addition to making a
recommendation on the abolition of means test-
ing, also recommended that caring resources
should be shifted towards home care and a home
based subvention system should be established;
that a consistent and comprehensive system of
needs assessment be established — I will provide
the Minister with a copy of the Bill my party has
drafted to ensure that this happens; and that the
one size fits all inflexible approach to disability
support, about which Deputy Finian McGrath has
often spoken, be abandoned and a flexible
approach to administration of the regulations be
adopted.

I would have far preferred to be addressing the
needs of carers tonight by way of a Private
Members’ Bill, rather than simply a Private
Members’ motion. However, under Standing
Orders, an Opposition Deputy is prohibited from
tabling a Bill that would involve a charge on the
Exchequer. It is impossible to address the needs
of carers without spending additional money.
However, the Labour Party has done its work and

has produced a draft carers Bill 2004, which I will
forward to the Minister. I would also be glad to
make it available to any Member of the House.

I will briefly outline the contents of the draft
Bill. Section 1 provides for a right of carers to an
assessment of needs. It states that a health board
shall carry out such an assessment at the request
of a carer providing care for a person to whom
the board may provide health or personal social
services. The assessment will relate to the carer’s
ability to provide and to continue to provide care
for the person cared for. In addition, a board will
be obliged to carry out such an assessment, if so
requested, in conjunction with an assessment car-
ried out under any other enactment, such as the
Disability Bill when enacted, of the needs of a
person for health board services. The Bill
obviously will not apply to services provided by a
carer under contract or by volunteer members of
a voluntary organisation.

Section 2 provides that, after carrying out an
assessment of the needs of a carer, the health
board must consider the assessment and decide
whether the carer has needs in respect of the care
which he or she provides or intends to provide; if
so, whether those needs could be satisfied wholly
or partly by services which the board may pro-
vide; and if they could be so satisfied, whether to
provide services to the carer.

Section 5 abolishes the means test for payment
of carer’s allowance and section 6 amends the
Health Act 1970 by substituting a new section for
section 61 which deals with the home help ser-
vice. This service is currently provided on a dis-
cretionary rather than a mandatory basis. That is
in contrast, for example, with the home nursing
service. The new section 6 substitutes the word
“shall” for “may”, thus making provision of the
service mandatory. It requires that the service be
provided free of charge to those with full eligi-
bility under the Health Acts.

I sincerely urge the incoming Minister for
Social and Family Affairs to progress these issues
in a serious manner. However, I also urge him to
shake up his Department and ensure he is not
fed with tired clichés but rather that he will be
presented with a little more innovation in the
handling of important issues. Ministerial
responses hiding behind clichés such as “any
plans to change this situation would have to con-
sidered in a budgetary context” are no longer
acceptable. I publicly challenge the Minister to
come up with more innovative responses than
those to which I have referred, which could be
pre-programmed into any word processor.

I ask Members to offer new hope to full-time
carers, to their families and to the disabled people
they look after. We can set new standards and
new directions in this area if we have the collec-
tive will to do so. We can start by voting in favour
of the motion.

Deputies: Hear, hear.
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Mr. Stagg: I thank our spokesperson, Deputy
Penrose, for bringing the issue of the neglect of
carers to the attention of the House and to that
of the Government and the Minister, who appear
to have forgotten about such people. This motion
presents the Government with an opportunity to
demonstrate that the new caring image unveiled
by Fianna Fáil at Inchydoney is a reality and not
just an image.

On my behalf and on behalf of my colleagues,
I thank the thousands of carers in the State who
selflessly dedicate their lives to caring for loved
ones who otherwise would have no option but to
move into full-time institutional care. This com-
mitment by carers is total and requires their dedi-
cation seven days per week in every week of the
year. Carers are tired listening to Ministers
thanking them for their wonderful service while
refusing to assist them financially with the bur-
dens they carry.

Accepting the motion would give the Govern-
ment a chance to change its ways. We are now a
rich country with the Government awash with the
public’s money. It is estimated that to remove the
means test for the carer’s allowance would cost
approximately \180 per year, which represents
peanuts in the present day context. Such a mini-
mal commitment would greatly enhance the
possibility of old and disabled citizens remaining
in dignity in their own homes and would also
lighten the load carried by their carers. We can
easily afford the cost. As Deputy Penrose men-
tioned, the House today passed a motion relating
to regulations to dedicate \550 million to grey-
hounds and racehorses. It is a matter of priorities
and the “caring” Government gives a higher
priority to racehorses and greyhounds than to
carers and those for whom they care.

If the elderly and disabled are to be enabled
to continue to live in dignity in their homes and
communities it is essential that basic and essential
services are provided for them at home. An excel-
lent system of advice and grants existed until
recently to address these needs. The disabled per-
son’s grant provided up to 90% of the cost of pro-
viding ground-floor toilets and showers, mechan-
ical stair lifts, wheelchair access, heating, special
bedrooms etc. These grants, which were adminis-
tered by the local authorities, were widely used
to very good effect. They allowed the elderly and
disabled to continue to use their own homes and
gave them a dignity and independence that was
their due.

However, these grants have now effectively
been cancelled. In County Kildare the Depart-
ment of the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government provided funding of \1.05 million
for 2004. However, a further \4 million was
required to clear the backlog of grant payments.
Kildare County Council had no option but to stop
accepting applications and to slow down pro-
cessing the backlog. Those who are aware of the
bureaucratic system will know how this is done.
For example, it now takes ten months to get an

examination by an occupational therapist in
County Kildare, and we have no shortage of
occupational therapists. The elderly and disabled,
and their carers in County Kildare, as elsewhere,
must try to manage without the most basic facili-
ties, toilets and showers. Many will not be able to
remain at home and will be forced into insti-
tutional care at huge cost to the State and to the
old and disabled who will be forced out of their
homes with all that means.

I call on the Minister to provide the funding to
clear the backlog for disabled person’s grants and
to allow them to restart with new cases immedi-
ately. I also urge the Minister to place these
grants for aiding the disabled on a statutory basis
so that they cannot be withdrawn at the whim
of a county manager or a Minister. The disabled
person’s grant did a good job, gave value for
money, enhanced the life of the elderly and dis-
abled and must be restored forthwith. If this is a
caring Government it will be done, but we will
see.

I return to the main theme of the motion,
which is that means testing for the carer’s allow-
ance should be removed. Deputy Penrose has put
the case more eloquently than I ever could. If
Labour is in Government after the next general
election, as is our intention, we will remove the
means test from carers. This is how we will show
our gratitude to the tens of thousands of carers.

Ms B. Moynihan-Cronin: I too welcome the
Bill and pay tribute to Deputy Penrose for the
huge amount of work he has done in this area.
The carers of Ireland are truly the forgotten
people of the Celtic tiger. Seán Lemass said that
a rising tide lifts all boats. I assure his successors
in Fianna Fáil that the Celtic tiger tide has done
nothing to improve the lot of carers in Irish
society.

The most up-to-date statistics we have on to
the number and position of carers are contained
in the 2002 census. Whereas I do not wish to get
bogged down in figures, the census allows us for
the first time to move from hearsay to facts and
figures about carers and those they look after,
and is therefore worth some consideration. The
question asked in the census regarding carers was
as follows: “Do you provide unpaid personal help
for a friend or family member with a long-term
illness, health problem or disability, including
old-age?” A total of 148,754 people answered
“Yes”. All those answering “Yes” to this question
were classified as carers.

Of all carers, about 66,000, or 44%, live in rural
Ireland and about 56% live in urban areas. Carers
as a percentage of the entire Irish population
amount to 4.8%. Nearly two thirds of carers are
married, 61% of carers are women and the
majority of carers are between 35 and 55 years of
age. However, to get a real picture of the lives of
carers, it is important to look at the statistic on
the amount of time respondents stated they spend
providing unpaid care to a relative or friend.
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Of the 148,000 carers, 57% work unpaid for
between one and 14 hours per week, 10% work
unpaid for between 15 and 28 hours per week,
5% work unpaid for between 29 and 42 hours per
week and 27% work unpaid for 43 or more hours
per week. A quarter of all carers are working for
43 hours per week or more with no adequate rec-
ompense from the State. The amount which car-
ers are saving the State annually by providing this
level of care must be astronomical. If the individ-
uals being cared for in the home had to be cared
for in nursing homes, hospitals or other facilities,
it would require billions of euro to care for them.

Another interesting and alarming statistic
emerged from the census. Some 11,744 carers are
aged between 15 and 24. Many of these carers are
in secondary school or in third level education
and may have to spend hours caring for a loved
one when they come home from school or col-
lege. However, of these 11,000 carers aged
between 15 and 24, just 261 of them received the
carer’s allowance in 2003. Just 2% of these teena-
gers and young adults got financial aid from the
State last year to help them to look after their
loved ones. How can Irish society and the
Government justify providing no financial sup-
port to thousands of teenagers and young adults
in these circumstances?

The vast majority of the State’s carers get little
or nothing in return from the State. Let us con-
sider the paltry amount of expenditure on sup-
port for carers annually. According to its own
statistics bulletin, the Department of Social and
Family Affairs spent \183 million on the carer’s
allowance in 2003 and almost \7 million on car-
er’s benefit, a total of \190 million on financial
support for carers. This represents a drop in the
ocean compared with the likely cost of transfer-
ring the care for the people being cared for over
to the State.

In 2003, 21,316 people were in receipt of carer’s
allowance. This represents just 14% of all carers
identified in the 2002 census. In other words, the
so-called caring Government gave financial sup-
port to just 14% of carers in 2003. Just over 1,000
people in County Kerry received carer’s allow-
ance last year. Dozens of carers who have been in
touch with me in recent months are under severe
financial pressure in caring for their loved ones.
In many cases, their income exceeds by a small
amount the income threshold to qualify for the
allowance. I appeal to the Minister to bring an
end to such cases by abolishing the means test for
carer’s allowance. Carers do a job — they may
not see it as a job, but as a duty of care — that
someone else would be doing if they were not in
a position to do it. We should acknowledge that
carers want their work to be recognised. We
should support them in the tremendous, unself-
ish, loving and dedicated work they do.

When Fianna Fáil Deputies met for a think-in
at Inchydoney recently, I am sure they heard Fr.
Seán Healy urging that carers be given a greater
level of support. I do not doubt that most of them

nodded in agreement with Fr. Healy. Did some of
them nod in agreement with Deputy McCreevy,
however, when he said that Fr. Healy was “spout-
ing rubbish”?

Mr. F. McGrath: That is right.

Ms B. Moynihan-Cronin: I would like to know
which side Fianna Fáil Deputies are on. Do they
agree with Fr. Healy, who said that 14% of carers
receive support from the Government, or with
Deputy McCreevy? The recommendations of the
report of the Joint Committee on Social and Fam-
ily Affairs were supported by all the committee’s
members, including those on the Government
benches. I call on all Fianna Fáil Deputies,
especially those who are members of the commit-
tee, to support the Chairman of the committee,
Deputy Penrose, tomorrow night. Given that they
supported the report’s recommendations, I
cannot see how they can vote against this motion
tomorrow night.

Ms Lynch: I wish to express my appreciation to
Deputy Penrose not only for proposing the
motion, but also for his work on the Bill he
intends to publish when he gets the opportunity,
which I hope will be sooner rather than later.

One would imagine that there would be many
more people in the Gallery tonight for a debate
on a sensitive issue such as the rights of carers,
especially when one considers the number of
people who work as carers and feel strongly
about their job. The small attendance in the Gal-
lery does not mean that this is not a burning issue,
but is a reflection of the fact that those who work
as carers find it extremely difficult to get any free
time to themselves.

Mr. Quinn: Hear, hear.

Ms Lynch: It is as simple as that. Those who
encounter such difficulties — those who care for
children and young adults with disabilities — are
keen that their voices should be heard. They want
to be able to come out in force to show the
Government of the day, regardless of its compo-
sition, that this issue needs to be addressed. Poli-
ticians are sometimes not concerned by issues
which affect small numbers of people, but they
are genuine issues.

I should have started my contribution by con-
gratulating the Minister, Deputy Brennan, on his
appointment. I did not have the opportunity to
do so last week — I think we were both busy.
The Minister has an opportunity to do something
about the problems faced by carers. When one is
in such a position, one should take one’s oppor-
tunity. If one examines the history of politics in
Ireland, one will find that the grand events are
not those most remembered. Those who are
remembered are those who introduced particular
services and facilitated people to live their lives
in a better and more comfortable way. I refer to
people like Noel Browne, services like free travel
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and events such as the divorce referendum. Such
people and such policies stick out in people’s
minds. The Minister can help carers to have a life,
to enjoy some free time and to have some type
of personal space.

Some striking figures are relevant to this
motion. Some \190 million has been spent on car-
ers, but \500 million has been spent on grey-
hounds and horses. One has to wonder where the
Government’s priorities lie. It is clear that it does
not prioritise investment in people. A survey
asked elderly people if they would prefer to
spend the final years of their lives in a secure and
nursing home where they can be happy that
everything is done for them or in their own com-
munities. Approximately 97% of those who
responded said they would prefer to stay in their
own communities, as long as they were given the
necessary supports, such as the assistance of car-
ers. It is not as if an impoverished country is being
asked to provide massive amounts of money. As
one of the wealthiest countries in Europe, Ireland
can afford to make the necessary changes and
should do so.

I heard many arguments over many years
against giving equal pay to women. It was argued
that employers could not afford it and IBEC was
said to be outraged by the possibility, but it has
become a reality. We can afford it. While women
may not be at the exact same level as men, it is
no longer argued that employers cannot afford it.
Not only can the Government afford to pay car-
ers and to abolish the means test for carer’s
allowance, but it must do it. We cannot afford not
to do so.

I wish to discuss the simple case of a carer
whom I met. Given that we represent people at
all levels, I am sure the Minister and other
Deputies have encountered similar cases. I refer
to the case of a woman aged 83 who was caring
on her own for her 85 year old husband. She did
not receive any help from the State, as the health
board did not want to know. Her daughters did
what they could but were working at that time.
She cared for her husband until he was insti-
tutionalised after he broke his hip when he fell
out of bed. He died a year later. We cannot afford
to let such things happen again. Carers are a vital
part of what makes this country a community.
The means test has to be abolished to allow such
people to care for others with dignity.

The mother of a friend of mine developed
Alzheimer’s disease when my friend was between
the ages of 15 and 24. My friend did her best to
care for her mother until she had to go into full-
time care. Her mother died shortly afterwards,
when my friend was about 28. My friend always
said she felt cheated that she felt under tremen-
dous pressure during the last few years of her
mother’s life. She told me that the pressure
related as much to finances as it did to having to
care for her mother. One will hear such stories
over and over again.

I am convinced the Labour Party has a differ-
ent attitude to this issue, as it has to other social
issues. Perhaps the Minister will surprise us all by
demonstrating a different attitude towards carers.
It may be that we are all misjudging him. Maybe
the changes he will introduce to make people’s
lives more liveable will be remembered as part of
the history of Irish politics.

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Mr.
Brennan): I move amendment No. 1:

To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and
substitute the following:

commends the Government on its record in
providing supports to carers, in particular for
the very significant increase in the number of
carers entitled to a carer’s allowance, which
has increased by 142% since this Govern-
ment came into office and now stands at
22,300; the fact that expenditure has
increased by 310% over this period and wel-
comes the Government’s stated commitment
to continue to build on this progress.

I thank the Deputies for their best wishes, which
I will need.

Mr. Durkan: We did not say that.

Mr. F. McGrath: We are right behind the
Minister.

Mr. Brennan: I thank Deputy Penrose for his
chairmanship of the joint committee and his work
in this area. I assure Deputies that I have listened
carefully to and taken note of the arguments and
points made this evening.

I would like to make some personal remarks
before I deal with the motion before the House.
I wish to outline my approach and philosophy to
delivering a welfare and social services support
system that will reach out to include all who need
and deserve our assistance. Most of us — I sup-
pose, all in this House — are fortunate enough to
have reaped the benefits of living in an Ireland
that has witnessed great surges in economic
growth in recent years. That economic perform-
ance has allowed us to tackle many of the social
and economic issues that in the past scarred this
country’s reputation as a place of care and refuge.
As I have regularly stated in many places, we
must keep up that sturdy economic growth by
encouraging expansion in business and companies
and greater competitiveness. As we have seen in
recent days, all the predictions in the newspapers
are for continued growth. Some Deputies
opposite spoke of Ireland as having been a rich
country, but the economy will continue to grow
very impressively for some years.

That is, of course, good news. However, its true
benefits will be seen only if the fruits of that econ-
omic growth percolate through to benefit all and
not just the few. As I have said many times, our
economic progress is not intended to make
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millionaires of the few while many others face a
daily struggle. We can be proud on all sides of
this House that we have contributed to making
this a booming economy and a vibrant modern
country, but we would be prouder if it reached
out and lifted up those who, for whatever reason,
have been left behind and feel most vulnerable.
One Deputy opposite spoke of Seán Lemass’s
famous assertion about the benefits of a growing
economy when he said that a rising tide lifts all
boats. In today’s Ireland, the economic tide is ris-
ing ever higher each year.

However, in the great swell of profits, new
opportunities and high expectations, the tide has
not lifted all who need our help. That is why, as
Minister for Social and Family Affairs, I am
determined to work with all sides of the House
to tackle the areas where people have been left
behind. Resources will be targeted on helping
those most in need and most deserving. I think of
the thousands of carers throughout the country
who selflessly sacrifice so much of their lives to
look after loved ones, the older people who were
central to the building of the new Ireland and the
Celtic tiger, those on whose shoulders we now
stand who want to spend the twilight years in
security and comfort and the widows and wid-
owers who have had to face many difficulties.

I did not need to go to Inchydoney to know
that my political philosophy was clear in my head.
I believed in the political party in which I grew
up, and I still do. It was a Fianna Fáil Party that
believed in economic progress, but not for its own
sake. It fought for the reunification of the coun-
try, believed in social justice and took a certain
pride in our culture and heritage. That is the pol-
itical party in which I grew up and spent much of
my youth and all my adult life. I say those things
to show that there is no conflict between my
economic views and my social responsibilities.

My late father was a tradesman who ran a small
business. He taught me that growing the economy
was for everyone’s benefit. I always believed that
doing so, bringing in companies, making them
profitable so that they paid tax and creating full
employment were not just for the sake of one or
two shareholders or to create a few millionaires.
I have fought all my political life to sustain that
economic progress so that we could do something
with it for people such as my mother, who lives
on her own, and God knows how many others
like her around the country. That is the purpose
of economic growth and that is the philosophy
that I grew up with, which probably prevented
me from departing to other political parties when
the opportunity presented itself.

I wanted to make those personal comments
tonight to indicate that I will do my best as Mini-
ster for Social and Family Affairs to bring what-
ever skills I have, good or bad, to bear on trying
to make a difference to the lives of the hundreds
of thousands of people around the country who
depend on our social affairs system. I pledge to
the House tonight that I will do my best in that

context. This is not some Pauline conversion and
is not due to some visit to Inchydoney. I have
always believed in a growing economy to produce
the surpluses that allow us to meet our social obli-
gations. That has always been my belief, and I
have been on record in many places over the
years as having said that clearly. I am saying
nothing new this evening since I have made these
comments, to my own party and publicly, many
times.

Now I will deal with the motion. The increase
in the number of older people as a proportion of
the population presents challenges and oppor-
tunities to Irish society. As we age, we aspire to
live at home in dignity in our own community.
The same aspiration applies to people with dis-
abilities. Our challenge is to provide services for
older people and those with disabilities when and
where those services are needed and to tailor
them to the individual’s need.

The Government has been committed to sup-
porting carers and care in the community for
many years, and my predecessors have been
involved in that. My colleagues in opposition
have called on the Government to recognise the
value of carers’ contribution to society. The
Government’s recognition of the value of carers’
work is evident in several facts. Expenditure on
carers’ payments increased by 310%, from \46.36
million in 1997 to \190.2 million at the end of
last year. The number of carers receiving carer’s
allowance is up by almost 142% since the
Government took office in 1997 and now stands
at 22,300. The carer’s allowance has been
increased by \68.28, or 76%, for those over 66
and by \50.08, or 56%, for those under 66 over
the last seven budgets.

The Government’s commitment to carers is
real, and Members may want to consider the fol-
lowing specific measures and innovations which it
has implemented in recent years. In April this
year, the weekly income disregard increased to
\250 for a single carer and \500 for a couple. That
increase ensures that a couple with two children,
earning a joint income of up to \29,328, qualify
for the maximum rate of carer’s allowance, while
the same couple, if they have an income of
\46,384, can still qualify for the minimum carer’s
allowance, free schemes and the respite care
grant. The annual respite care grant, which was
introduced in 1999, increased to \835 from June
this year. The amount has increased by a massive
229% over five successive budgets. In addition,
those caring for more than one person receive a
double respite care grant of \1,670 in recognition
of the difficulties they face. That represents an
increase of over 550% on what the same carers
would have received five years ago.

The carer’s benefit and carer’s leave schemes
were introduced in the 2002 budget. Those
arrangements provide financial support and allow
carers to avail of job-protected leave of absence
for a period of up to 15 months. The net result of
those measures is that over 55% of the 40,500 car-
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ers estimated by the CSO to be caring for more
than six hours per day are in receipt of a specific
carer’s payment from my Department.

The Government will deliver much more for
carers. The care agenda is a very important aspect
of social policy, with major financial and other
implications, and I am determined, together with
my colleague the Minister for Health and Chil-
dren, to move this agenda on by developing a
realistic and achievable framework for the future
of long-term care.

International studies suggest that healthy life
expectancy, that is, the number of years of life
that will be free of chronic illness or disability, is
increasing. Furthermore, improvements in tech-
nology will enable older people and those with
disabilities to live independently for longer. Tra-
ditionally, older people and those with disabilities
have been cared for informally in the home,
mainly by women. Increasing participation of
women in the labour force will lead to a decline
in the number of women available to provide
care. In addition, the decline in family size means
that there are fewer offspring to provide care.

A range of studies indicates that older people
would prefer to receive care in their own homes
and communities. The challenge is to put in place
a benefit and financing system which meets
people’s needs and is sustainable. In order to
address some of these issues, during the summer
my predecessor in the Department circulated a
consultation document to examine the future
financing of long term care in Ireland. This docu-
ment aims to focus interested parties on the com-
plex issues which must be addressed in the policy
development process. They include benefit
design, delivery and cost and financing, which are
discussed at length in the report. The document
has been circulated to over 70 interested parties
including Oireachtas committees, Departments,
health boards, the social partners and interest
groups representing carers, older people and
people with disabilities. My officials are currently
compiling the feedback from the consultation
process and this will be the starting point for the
working group promised in Sustaining Progress. I
intend to establish this working group before the
end of this year. Parallel with this consultation,
the ESRI is carrying out a telephone survey on
behalf of my Department in order to explore
public attitudes and views on issues related to
provision and funding of long-term care of the
elderly.

With regard to the report of the Joint Commit-
tee on Social and Family Affairs, The Position of
Full-Time Carers, I congratulate the Committee
on this insight into the needs of carers which it
obtained from talking to a range of interested
parties. I was interested to read in the commit-
tee’s report that the greatest need identified by
family carers is a break from caring, for home res-
pite and respite for the dependent person. I have
already spoke of the respite care grant paid by

my Department to all carers in receipt of carer’s
allowance and carer’s benefit. I will consider the
further improvements in this grant scheme
recommended by the joint committee.

I also noted that one of the recommendations
of the joint committee relating to my Department
pertains to improvements in the information
available to carers. In this regard, funding of
\18,000 has been provided to the Carers Associ-
ation towards the publication and distribution of
a new information pack which will provide infor-
mation about services and supports for carers and
their families. My officials are carrying out a
review of the carer’s allowance and carer’s bene-
fit schemes within the Department. It will con-
sider many of the issues and recommendations
raised by the Joint Committee on Social and
Family Affairs in its report, The Position of Full-
Time Carers. The review is nearing completion
and its recommendations will be considered in
the context of the budget.

Government policy is strongly in favour of sup-
porting care in the community and enabling
people to remain in their own homes for as long
as possible. The development of the supports
available to carers will continue to be a priority
for this Government, and, building on the found-
ations now in place, we will continue to develop
the types of services which recognise the value of
the caring ethos and which provide real support
and practical assistance to people who devote
their time to improving the quality of life for
others. I thank Deputy Penrose and his Labour
Party colleagues for giving me the opportunity to
make these remarks, both official and personal.

An Ceann Comhairle: With how many
Members is the Minister sharing time?

Mr. Brennan: Three. They are Deputies
O’Connor, Carty and Parlon.

Mr. O’Connor: I congratulate the Minister on
his appointment. I was proud to be with him in
Tallaght last Monday when he saw the fruits of
his work regarding the Luas line from Tallaght.
It was a proud day for him.

Some of the Opposition have been mischievous
today, but we are all deeply heartened by what
we have heard from the Minister. He has clearly
put it on the record that with regard to his new
brief he will do his best to make a difference.
That is what we all strive to do. There is a
responsibility on all of us to work with the Mini-
ster in that regard and I look forward to doing so.
I am proud to be a member of the Oireachtas
Joint Committee on Social and Family Affairs
under the able chairmanship of Deputy Penrose,
whose work I warmly compliment. I am also the
secretary of the Fianna Fáil policy group on social
family affairs. Sometimes it is very difficult to rise
above the taunts that arise. I hope this will not be
one of those nights.

Fianna Fáil backbenchers do their job to their
best of their ability. For the next 1,000 days
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before the general election I intend to bring to
the attention of the House the issues of concern
to me, as I have been doing since I arrived in the
Dáil. I said that to Deputy Penrose today, and
when I listened to his speech I sensed the emo-
tion in it. I will not be so emotional, but I share
many of his views, as does the Minister.

In a world where everyone is competing for
resources we must make the case for carers, and
I am happy to do so. I recall that when my father
was dying, for quite some time, I noticed not only
the caring work of my sister but that of many
other carers. As public representatives we have a
responsibility to take note of carers’ concerns.
Over the next few weeks, there will be much
toing and froing about the budget. Already we
are receiving many different submissions. Points
will be made about housing, health and edu-
cation. Deputy Durkan can remind me of many
schools in Tallaght, including Kingswood, where
repairs are needed. Social welfare however is very
important. The previous Minister pointed out on
many occasions that she was responsible for mak-
ing social welfare payments to over 970,000
people. We must understand the need to continue
to make a priority case for such payments.

Regarding the needs of carers, we must support
the statements made. Deputy Penrose referred to
the work of the joint committee. Deputy Carty,
myself and other colleagues have on many
occasions brought to the attention of that body
the different views and concerns we have. What-
ever about the politics of the day, other parties
may be in Government in 20 years’ time, and
meanwhile we must simply get on with the job.
The Minister has tonight thrown down the gaunt-
let to those who would say he is not committed
to the portfolio he has been given. I appeal to
colleagues to give the Minister the space he needs
to read into his brief. His speech tonight demon-
strates that he will bring to this job all the skills
and talents he has evidenced in a long period of
public life. Our responsibility on all sides of the
House our job is to do our best, and I will not
shirk from it.

Mr. F. McGrath: The Deputy should address
the motion.

Mr. O’Connor: I am talking to the motion and
I will deal with Deputy McGrath on another
occasion, when I have more time. It is not easy
to deal with heckling when one has only five
minutes. If I ever need the assistance of the
Ceann Comhairle in that regard, I will ask for it.

Whatever about the politics of the matter, I
hope we understand how important is the role
played by carers in our society. We should under-
stand the need to support them at every level,
and I hope we will continue to do that.

Mr. Carty: I too wish the Minister well, and I
welcome him to his new portfolio. I know he will
play an important part in looking after the

interests of people on social welfare in a caring
way.

8 o’clock

Parents play a major role in the care of the eld-
erly, often getting very little thanks for their
efforts. The carer’s allowance was first introduced

in 1990. There have since been vast
increases in payments, while other
benefits have also been extended in

order to improve the lot of the carer. In extending
those benefits, the Government has also
improved the lot of those being cared for.

Most old people prefer their own homes in
their old age, rather than having to go into resi-
dential care. Nursing homes provide a good ser-
vice and play an essential role in care for the eld-
erly. However, for a great number of elderly
people, home care is best, and home is where
they are most contented. Many improvements
could be made in this area over time.

The report, The Position of Full-Time Carers,
which I was happy to hear the Minister has
already read, contains many good recommend-
ations. This report was the work of the Joint
Committee on Social and Family Affairs. I am
delighted the Chairman of the committee,
Deputy Penrose, and five of its members are
present in the House. The committee met the
representatives of many bodies covering the
entire structure of caring. They are reasonable
people who do not want much. However, certain
demands ran through their submissions such as
recognition for their work, abolishment of the
means test for carer’s allowance, increased
resources for home care and, where persons who
provide care are recipients of widow’s or wid-
ower’s pensions, that 50% of the carer’s allow-
ance should also be paid. These are but some of
the recommendations I bring to the Minister’s
attention. Carers should have recognition for
their work and receive adequate training, on a
national basis, to help them deal with those they
care for. They should have all the backup services
they need and information packs on those ser-
vices should be sent to each carer.

On the abolishment of the means test for car-
er’s allowance, provision has been made in suc-
cessive budgets for a substantial increase in the
disregards. From April 2004 the weekly income
disregard was increased to \250 for a single carer
and \500 for a couple. The effect of this increase
ensures that a couple with two children earning a
joint income of up to \29,328 can qualify for the
maximum rate of carer’s allowance. A similar
couple with an income of \46,384 can still qualify
for the minimum allowance, the free schemes and
the respite care grant.

The means test applied to the carer’s allowance
is one of the most flexible tests in terms of the
assessment of household income. If abolished, it
would cost \180 million per annum, a costing
which is currently being reviewed in light of new
CSO and departmental data. If the Minister con-
tinues this progress regarding the means test in
the forthcoming budget, it would greatly alleviate
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the situation. I am sure he will take this into con-
sideration and raise the thresholds.

I feel strongly that resources should be made
available for home care and a home based sub-
vention should be established. The outgoing
Minister stated this was the responsibility of the
Department of Health and Children. The Mini-
ster should liaise with that Department, which is
encouraging health boards to introduce personal
care packages for older people as an alternative
to long-stay residential care. Personal care pack-
ages are specifically designed for the individual
concerned and could include the provision of a
home help service, a home care grant payment,
attendance at a day care centre and other ser-
vices. These packages allow older people and
their carers the option to live in their own homes
rather than entering long-stay care.

The Department of Social and Family Affairs,
together with the Department of Health and
Children, should monitor the progress of these
projects and should discuss the role the carer’s
allowance and benefit schemes might have in this
context. The amount of money spent on subven-
tion by health boards is extremely high. If the two
Departments got together and produced a pack-
age whereby a subvention would be made avail-
able to home carers, a substantial saving could be
made and a better service provided for the
elderly.

I wish the Minister well and hope he takes on
board the points made. I welcome the oppor-
tunity to discuss the motion put down by the Lab-
our Party. I hope it will emerge in the course of
the debate that the Government has done more
for carers since 1997 than any other Government.

Minister of State at the Department of Justice,
Equality and Law Reform (Mr. Fahey): When the
carer’s allowance was introduced in November
1990, it was welcomed across the board. The
weekly payment at that time was £45 and was not
intended as a payment for the work done by car-
ers but an acknowledgement of their tremendous
contribution. That acknowledgement had not
been made previously, certainly not in a financial
sense. However, as carers tried to apply for the
scheme, much criticism was expressed that it was
very restrictive. It was difficult to qualify and few
benefited in 1990. All Ministers since then have
acknowledged the benefit of the scheme and
efforts have been made to expand it. It has been
made more flexible in successive budgets, the
payment has increased and more people now
qualify than ever before.

The record on this is clear. In 1991 the scheme
was extended to cover persons in receipt of dis-
abled person’s maintenance allowance. In June
1995 the payment increased to £62.50, in 1996 to
£67.50, in June 1999 to £81.50, in January 2002 to
\137.80 and the present rate is \157.80. The
scheme has expanded and more people benefit
as a result. However, the amount paid bears no
resemblance to the contribution carers make. It

is not a perfect scheme. It is important the
Government continues to expand it and to pro-
vide a higher level of payment to carers. It is only
natural that people want to be looked after in
their own homes and vital that the Government
makes every effort to make that possible. People
feel better in their own surroundings and the cost
to the Exchequer is minimal in comparison to the
cost of treating people in hospitals or nursing
homes.

I listened to the Labour Party criticism of the
Horse and Greyhound Racing Act 2001.

Mr. F. McGrath: The Minister has gone to the
dogs.

Mr. Fahey: I am sure the Labour Party will be
delighted with the support this week of Deputy
Finian McGrath, having done his best to cynically
undermine its spokesperson on justice last week.

Mr. F. McGrath: Ouch.

Mr. Fahey: Leaving that aside, the Government
introduced the Horse and Greyhound Racing Bill
2001, for which there was widespread support.

Mr. F. McGrath: What has this to do with the
debate?

Mr. Fahey: The Bill guaranteed funding for an
industry that had been neglected. Stable staff in
the horse racing industry tolerated conditions
which workers in no other industry would have
tolerated. As a result of the investment made in
recent years and the appointment of a representa-
tive of the stable staff to the new racing authority,
we have witnessed a marked improvement in the
conditions stable staff now enjoy.

Much needs to be done but progress has been
made. It is cynical for the Labour Party to target
this industry as if we were feeding the horses
special nuts and that this is where the money was
going. The industry is the biggest employer in
Kildare and one of which we can be proud. It is
important we acknowledge this and continue the
investment. Members treat the horse and grey-
hound racing industry as an easy target. However,
the improvements at horse and greyhound racing
tracks were badly needed. Increased numbers of
spectators now attend race meetings which have
become great social occasions.

I congratulate the Labour Party on tabling the
motion. I would like the scheme to be expanded
and, as the budget approaches, the Government
will give serious consideration to this issue.

Mr. Durkan: Will the Minister support the
motion?

Mr. Ring: I wish to share time with Deputies
Crawford and Neville, by agreement.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Is that agreed?
Agreed.
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Mr. Ring: I thank the Labour Party for putting
the motion before the House. I congratulate,
Deputy Penrose, Chairman of the Joint Commit-
tee on Social and Family Affairs, and its
members. The committee spent many long days
working over the summer but did not get much
media coverage. Furthermore, it was the only
committee that did not use consultants. We
brought in the real professionals, the people who
are affected. I thank every person, every agency
and all the carers’ organisations who came before
the committee. We listened to them. If the then
and current Minister had attended the committee,
we would not be here tonight.

I congratulate the Minister of State, Deputy
Power. I am very annoyed with him but I will
hold my temper because we are here to discuss
carers, not the bloodstock industry.

Mr. S. Power: It was discussed earlier.

Mr. Ring: We on this side of the House are
often criticised for seeking further funding for
carers. The Minister’s problem could be resolved
overnight in a very simple way. What I propose
would benefit the country and it was the Minister
of State, Deputy Power’s remarks that suggested
the idea to me. Last year there was a big row
involving Mr. John Magnier and Mr. Alex Fergu-
son. Mr. Ferguson is manager of Manchester
United while Mr. Magnier is a big businessman
here.

An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: It would be better
if the Deputy did not mention names.

Mr. Ring: I must mention names.

Mr. S. Power: The Deputy should stick to the
subject of carers.

Mr. Ring: Manchester United nearly collapsed.
It does not pay a penny in taxation to the
Exchequer here, but if the Government imposed
a tax of 5% on Manchester United it would pay
for all the carers in the country and they would
not have to beg resources from the State. It would
be a very simple way to obtain the money.
Manchester United nearly collapsed and that
man’s business nearly collapsed because there is
so much money going out of the bloodstock
industry. Manchester United does not pay a
penny in taxation to the Irish Exchequer. Who
needs the money more, the bloodstock industry,
the manager of Manchester United or carers?
Carers need it. I thank them tonight for looking
after their loved ones. I thank them for their
effort, their interest and their work. When prac-
tising politicians see people, mostly women but
many men also, coming in with signs of stress on
their faces, they know those people are looking
after a loved one, a mother, a father, a brother or
a sister, somebody with a disability. When they
walk into my constituency office, I know they are
looking after somebody who is sick or old and I
thank very much and tell them that they are
doing it because the State has failed.

I congratulate the Minister. He is a very reluc-
tant Minister. He reminds me of the bride who
did not want to get married. We know what hap-
pened to that bride — she got married but she
left her husband. I hope the Minister will not
leave the Cabinet. Last week the Taoiseach
downgraded the Department of Social and Fam-
ily Affairs. It is a very important Ministry but it
was the last appointment to be filled and it is
wrong that this should have happened. I wish the
Minister well. It is important that he takes this
job very seriously because it is vital that we look
after the less well off in society.

Tonight we are discussing the issue of carers.
Our committee made 15 recommendations, the
most important of which relates to means testing.
The cost involved would be approximately \180
million. That is only 1.6% of the overall budget
for social welfare. In the budget in December the
Minister should deal with that issue and give
recognition to the men and women who are look-
ing after their loved ones with no monetary help
from the State. They should be rewarded. This is
not about money, but recognition. That is what
every single group that appeared before the com-
mittee said. It is not all about money; it is about
recognising that carers are doing a job the State
cannot do and making small recompense for
doing that job. If the Minister does that in
December it will be a start on the 15 recommend-
ations made by the committee. I, Deputy Penrose
and our Fianna Fáil colleagues worked hard. We
listened to the groups who attended. It was heart-
breaking to see elderly people coming in to tell
us about their cases. It is time the Government
listened and did something for them.

Regarding the recent meeting in Cork, the way
the Taoiseach and the Minister downgraded the
Department of Social and Family Affairs is
serious because it is an indication that nothing has
changed and that the Government does not care
much about the less well off. When the December
budget is published, we will see of what the new
Minister is made. He must be as strong as he was
last week and not do what the previous Minister,
Deputy Coughlan, did when, for \55 million, she
targeted the most vulnerable in society. He must
stand up as he did last week and demand the
resources for carers and the less well off, the
people who need them most. The Minister was
right, as was his father, when they said we are not
here to look after shareholders and that the rich
will always get richer. The rich can look after
themselves; the poor will always be with us and
we must support them, help them and look after
them. We must never forget about them regard-
less of how well the economy is doing.

I am sick and tired of hearing about how won-
derfully the economy is performing. If the econ-
omy is doing so well, why are so many people
feeling under pressure? Why do 70,000 children
go to school without breakfast every day? It is
the result of the 16 savage cutbacks. What are we
going to do for the 52,000 families on the housing
waiting list? These cutbacks were implemented
by the previous Minister. I hope the current Mini-
ster learned from that situation.
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We are here tonight to discuss carers who must

be supported. They have made their recommend-
ations. They have come here year after year and
lobbied for the resources they need and now is
the time to provide give them. Yesterday we list-
ened to the Minister for Finance and Govern-
ment spokesmen telling us about the record
amount of money in this economy. If there is so
much money in the economy, carers should be
given the resources they need, including the
home-based subvention and the travel allow-
ances. The moment there was a downturn in the
economy, the first thing to be cut was home help
for the most vulnerable in society, the people who
need it most.

In the past few months the Western Health
Board made a decision to cut back on transport
to hospitals. People would need to be almost
dead now before they will be brought to hospital.
The Minister should talk to his colleague, the
Tánaiste and Minister for Health and Children,
Deputy Harney, and direct the health board to
return to the old system of bringing the sick and
the weak to hospital. People who cannot afford
transport should be brought to hospital as hap-
pened under the old arrangement. Any spare
resources within health should go towards fund-
ing home help and looking after those who are
caring for people at home. That is a reasonable
request. That is where the money should be
targeted.

Last year the Western Health Board had a
large sum of money left over and spent it on
seven full days of what it described as conferences
but what I call junkets in Galway, Leenane and
Connemara. It spent money that should have
been spent on carers, the sick and the weak. The
money could have been used to bring these
people to hospitals. If there was anybody in con-
trol, this would not have been allowed to happen.
I can stand over that account and it can be
checked because it is on the record of the health
board. That is the type of country we have. We
cannot look after people who are sick and weak.
People give up good jobs to go home and look
after their parents and the payment they get, the
carer’s benefit, is just above unemployment
assistance, which is only barely above the means
upon which anybody could live. That is not right
and the Minister we will be judged in December.
I thank those organisations representing carers
and say well done and keep fighting. It is our duty
to ensure they get the necessary resources. No
one can deny the resources are there and we want
them to be given to those carers looking after
their loved ones at home.

Mr. F. McGrath: Hear, hear.

Mr. Crawford: I thank Deputy Penrose for rais-
ing this issue in the House. As the able chairman
of the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Social and
Family Affairs, he has spent much time in bring-
ing all representative groups concerned together
to produce a report on the interests of carers. I
welcome Deputy Brennan to the post of Minister
for Social and Family Affairs. While it is a minis-

try belittled by the media and others, it is a major
one that looks after those most in need, from chil-
dren to the elderly. I wish him well in his new
post, not just for his own sake, but for those he
serves.

Deputy Ring pointed out that the carer’s allow-
ance pays a little above the ordinary social wel-
fare allowances. It is mean in that sense. We can
all point to how little was paid in 1997 or 1990.
However, in 1997 a reasonable family home cost
£70,000 while today it costs \300,000. Now both
partners in a marriage must earn an income to
meet mortgage repayments, the cost of their chil-
dren’s education and all other needs. It cannot be
ignored that society has changed and there are
fewer people at home to look after elderly
parents.

Carers need respite to get away for a few
weeks. I know of an 88 year old widow, caring for
her two adult handicapped sons, for whom the
only available respite is by placing them in a
home for psychiatric patients. This must be
changed to ensure that those who care for 50
weeks of the year receive some break. Recently,
I spoke to an individual, caring for a 31 year old
son with cerebral palsy, who has never had a
holiday in those 31 years. Today another individ-
ual approached me inquiring what help was avail-
able for the mother of a two and a half year old
handicapped child who requires 24 hour care.
Although the mother left her job when the child
was born, she is not eligible for a carer’s allow-
ance, as her husband’s income, while not high, is
above the threshold. It has been argued that
those who are financially secure do not need the
carer’s allowance. However, our contention is
that the allowance is not an alternative to a
secure and comfortable income but merely a
small recognition of the contribution made. Car-
ers need recognition of what they do as many
must make large mortgage repayments.

The Minister claims the Government is a caring
one. What about support for widowers and
widows who must care for their late spouses or
their own parents? An individual receiving a wid-
ower’s or widow’s pension can still keep his or
her contributory pension while holding down a
full-time job. However, if he or she must stay at
home to care for a loved one, there is no second
pension entitlement. The Joint Committee on
Social and Family Affairs suggested such individ-
uals should receive a half pension as some recog-
nition. In a reply from the former Minister for
Social and Family Affairs, Deputy Coughlan
informed me such a move would cost approxi-
mately \10 million. With all due respect, Punch-
estown Equestrian Centre cost \15 million and
many other schemes cost more.

Mr. Ring: E-voting.

Mr. Crawford: This group of people have com-
mitted their lives to looking after the elderly and
for doing so deserve some recognition. The argu-
ment that traditionally no one has ever received
a second social welfare payment is always used.
Yet, in the majority of cases the widow’s or wid-
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ower’s pension is an entitlement paid for
through contributions.

On means testing, I make no apologies for rep-
resenting the farming community on this issue.
Many small farmers must look after elderly loved
ones at home. However, if a small farmer works
over ten hours on the farm, he is not entitled to
a carer’s allowance. When the introduction of the
single payment was introduced, common sense
prevailed but it has now gone out the window. If
the Minister changes the carer’s allowance sys-
tem, he will be long remembered for it.

Mr. Neville: I thank Deputy Penrose for initiat-
ing this debate. I also wish Deputies Brennan and
Seán Power well in their recent appointments.
The Department of Social and Family Affairs is
important to many people, be they pensioners,
unemployed, those with disabilities or carers.

Those caring for the mentally ill are often
ignored. While they may not have the same physi-
cal pressures as those caring for the elderly or
those with a disability, they must bear immense
psychological stress and pressure. Last year,
10,500 people presented at accident and emer-
gency departments having attempted to take their
lives. A fifth of that number, 2,100, had presented
for the second time in the same year. Can one
imagine the stress their carers are under and the
lack of recognition and assistance they receive?
Approximately 50,000 people have attempted to
take their lives but did not present at accident
and emergency. Several parents have contacted
me as to how to deal with their young daughters
who have overdosed on several occasions yet ref-
use to seek help. Those people, the majority of
whom are parents of young people, are under
extreme pressure. As no community-based
psychiatric facilities are available, no assessments
are available to them.

While I agree it does not fall within the Mini-
ster’s direct remit, I will give an example of such
a case. I know of a young girl who in May 2000
suffered from depression, but recovered within
two months and went on to third level studies.
She relapsed into a deeper depression but she was
able to resume her third-level studies in October.
In May 2002, she became severely depressed and
required ECT treatment but did not fully recover.
Her parents referred her to St. Patrick’s Hospital
in Dublin on 13 September. On 18 September,
the hospital informed her family she did not have
adequate medical insurance. Her mother trav-
elled to Dublin by train and brought her back to
Limerick. She was extremely suicidal. She had
attempted to take her own life the day after her
21st birthday on 5 August that same year. Her
mother brought her to the Limerick Regional
Hospital at midnight when they arrived home.
Within 12 hours the mother was no longer a carer
because the girl took her own life in a shower
room in the hospital. I am trying to expose the
stress affecting such families in that situation and
which is not recognised.

Debate adjourned.

Adjournment Debate.

————

Pigmeat Sector.

Mr. N. O’Keeffe: I thank you, a Leas-Cheann
Comhairle, for allowing me raise the important
issue of the difficulties arising in the pig industry.
I welcome the Minister to the House. I am
delighted that she is a Cabinet Minister who is
prepared to face her responsibilities in the House.
I wish to raise a matter of national importance,
the closure of the pig slaughter line at the Galtee
Foods Division of Dairygold Co-operative
Society Limited in Mitchelstown, County Cork.
Galtee Foods has a killing capacity of 10,000 pigs
per week. The national kill of pigs is approxi-
mately 56,000 per week. The national breeding
herd is 160,000 and 60% of the pigs slaughtered
in Galtee Foods are produced locally. Its closure
will create a national disaster for the industry,
similar to what occurred in 1998 which did not
affect Cork area at that time. In 1998, when I was
Minister of State, the Minister, Deputy Coughlan
and her colleague, Deputy Keaveney, made many
representations to me about the difficulties facing
small pig producers in the Donegal area. The
decision to close the kill line in one of Ireland’s
largest co-operatives, which is fully owned by
farmers, will ensure the demise of many pro-
ducers around the country and is a wild west
decision taken in conjunction with Enterprise
Ireland.

I am annoyed at the failure of the Government
as the regulatory authority to intervene in this
decision. Substantial grant aid has been paid to
Dairygold over the years, thus creating further
wastage of taxpayers’ money. I have requested
the Comptroller and Auditor General to investi-
gate Enterprise Ireland and carry out a forensic
audit of its food division. This organisation suf-
fers from the corporate box syndrome for the big
boys, especially the plcs, private limited compan-
ies, who like to import against Irish producers.
The island of Ireland will have no pig industry
five years from now if this decision is followed
through.

The sugar beet industry and the poultry indus-
try are all heading in the same direction. The
Minister has a tough task ahead of her. This
organisation in Mitchelstown was the only pro-
cessor in the country with a USDA licence for
pigmeat. These processing industries are all per-
ipheral farming activities giving large incomes to
farmers and substantial jobs in rural areas across
this island. These activities and developments
were supported by the Fianna Fáil policy makers
for decades. The plant was built in the 1960s with
money given by a Fianna Fáil Government under
the then Taoiseach, the late Jack Lynch. In the
last few decades the ground has been allowed to
shift from these commodities, which are being
replaced by imports of an inferior nature. Ireland
has the lowest priced pigs in Europe but inferior
cuts are being imported. This is what is about to
happen at in the case of Galtee Foods and other
plants, with the encouragement of Enterprise



995 Pigmeat 5 October 2004. Sector 996

[Mr. N. O’Keeffe.]
Ireland. I ask that the people in the food division
of Enterprise Ireland be transferred to other
activities and fresh ideas and imagination be
recruited.

Galtee Foods and Dairygold participated in a
food fair abroad recently. The products they dis-
played were not of Irish origin. For example, Tip-
perary cheese is German-produced and I ask the
Minister to investigate this further. It is claimed
in theory that Ireland has a slaughter capacity of
58,000 pigs per week. However, a disaster
occurred this week in Galway where Duffy’s of
Gort was destroyed by fire. It can be seen how
marginal the slaughter capacity is at between
55,000 and 58,000. Taking holiday time and all the
other down time of the daily work day into
account, being practical and using common sense
there is not sufficient capacity to slaughter the
national kill. This argument was rehearsed many
times in 1998 when pigs could not be killed and
yet it was claimed the capacity was there. I was
Minister of State at the Department of Agri-
culture and Food at the time. As the Government
of the day, we were seriously embarrassed when
hundreds of small producers in the Border coun-
ties left the industry, having been forced out and
totally disillusioned as they could not get their
pigs slaughtered.

I wish to thank the Taoiseach for meeting with
a group in Clonakilty recently to discuss this
matter. However, since this meeting no action has
been taken. I again appeal to the Taoiseach and
the Government not to allow farmers and
workers in this region to be sold out.

The Government is the regulatory authority of
the food industry. The Minister has the power in
her hands to regulate this industry. She controls
the grants and pays the money to organisations. I
ask her to withhold payments until this plant is
put back in place. There is no financial need and
no justification for its closure. The Department’s
officials will say that it will continue to process
bacon and pigmeat but that is a nonsense. There
is no guarantee they will be pigs of Irish origin.

I will list the slaughter capacities for the Mini-
ster’s information. Glanbia slaughters 24,000 pigs
at peak; Queally’s slaughters 9,000; Galtee Foods,
10,000, and they are on the way out. McCarron’s
slaughters 3,000; Dromone, 2,000; Ballon, 1,400;
Drumlish, 2,200; Duffy’s, 1,300; Green Pastures,
1,700; O’Connor’s, 448; Cuniffe’s, 150. Kyle’s in
Dublin is about to close and slaughters 300. That
is a total of only 51,000 pigs. Some of our pigs are
killed in Northern Ireland. We never talk in an
all-Ireland context about anything except when it
suits us and we are now talking in that context.
Subtracting 10,000 pigs from 56,000 leaves
46,000 pigs.

Many peripheral plants have no guarantee they
will be operating tomorrow or the day after and
they account for another 10,000 pigs. It is becom-
ing a crisis. I ask the Minister to contact the chief
executive of Dairygold as a matter of urgency. I
ask her to get a commitment from him to reopen
this plant, work in conjunction with producers
and not to take decisions that are not in the best

interest of the Irish industry. There is no justifi-
cation, financial or otherwise, for this wild west
decision. There will be more said about this
matter in the House before 1 November. I await
the Minister’s reply.

Minister for Agriculture and Food (Mary
Coughlan): Ba mhaith liom, ar dtús báire, mo
bhuı́ochas a ghabháil don Teachta as ucht ócáid
a thabhairt dom cur in iúil don Dáil cad atá ag
dul ar aghaidh. The decision by Dairygold Co-
Operative Society Limited to close its pig slaugh-
ter line was a commercial one for the society,
made in the wider context of Dairygold oper-
ations and in accordance with broader rationalis-
ation objectives. I fully understand the huge level
of disappointment for any employees and their
families affected by this issue. I also understand
and share the concerns of pig suppliers and pro-
ducers to Galtee Foods who have traditionally
supplied pigs to Galtee processing plants but are
now faced with the prospect of finding alternative
outlets for their animals.

Since the announcement of the Galtee closure,
my Department has maintained regular contact
with IFA, Enterprise Ireland and other pig pro-
cessors, with a view to ensuring that a seamless
and streamlined transition of the producer-pro-
cessing supply chain would be established. There
is agreement among the main processing entities
and by Enterprise Ireland that sufficient pro-
cessing capacity is available in the country to
absorb the surplus that will arise from this
closure.

I have been assured that the 9,000 or so pigs
that were processed in Galtee on a weekly basis
can be satisfactorily accommodated in other
plants within the country. This means that there
should be no disruption to processing nor to trade
and that farmers will have a ready-made outlet
to which pigs may be sold, resulting in different
processing outlets but no restriction in processing
options nor in marketing outlets. I am encour-
aged by the considerable efforts being made by
Galtee, the IFA and other processors to ensure a
smooth and orderly transition of the Galtee sup-
ply base. This is critical to the future profitability
of the entire pig processing chain and will ensure
that the transition is managed in the shortest
possible timescale and with the best possible out-
come for all concerned. It is also critical to the
maintenance and continuity of supply to the retail
sector and will demonstrate the capacity of the
Irish pigmeat industry to respond effectively and
constructively to a challenge such as this. I am
encouraged that Galtee has indicated its intention
to continue to process pigmeat in Mitchelstown,
using the valuable Galtee brand name and, of
course, utilising Irish raw materials.

There is never a good moment to announce a
restructuring that causes either market disruption
or job losses. However, decisions that have
broader strategic aims are often critical to main-
taining and expanding markets and jobs in other
areas. One of the strategic aspects of this closure
concerns the national structure of pig processing
in Ireland, which, according to the Prospectus
study on the pig industry published in 2000, con-
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cluded that there was serious over-capacity in the
pig slaughter sector and that this burden of capa-
city was causing inefficiencies.

It recommended that rationalisation of existing
slaughter capacity must be undertaken if primary
processing in Ireland was to remain competitive.
This would mean that excess capacity must be
removed by plant closures with a commensurate
increase in capacity utilisation of the remaining
plants.

One effect of the Galtee closure is that there
should be greater utilisation of slaughter capacity
elsewhere, as recommended by Prospectus,
which, in turn, should provide a better platform
for the Irish pigmeat industry to tackle compe-
tition head on from abroad. Anything short of
best competitive structures to deal with compe-
tition on the home and export markets will
deprive our primary production sector of viable
and profitable outlets for its produce and reduce
Ireland’s capacity to maximise the production of
top quality products at competitive prices. The
decision has been taken for Galtee’s own com-
mercial reasons. At this juncture, it is in the
interest of all concerned in the sector to ensure
there is no resultant disruption in the slaughter of
pigs as a whole and that the important producer-
processor chain continues to be treated as a fun-
damental element in the future success of the
industry.

Schools of Music.

Mr. Allen: I am glad of the opportunity to raise
this matter. At the outset, I declare an interest in
that my three daughters attended the Cork
School of Music, and one still attends as a
student. I suppose, therefore, I have a personal
interest in the matter. I welcome the Minister for
Education and Science, Deputy Hanafin. I hope
it is the start of good habits whereby Ministers
answer matters raised. Too often we see Ministers
with no relevance to the area in question coming
in to give standard answers. I welcome what I
hope is the start of a new practice.

Before the general election in 2002, and long
before that, we were promised by the then Mini-
ster for Education a new Cork School of Music.
Again in March of this year, that promise was
repeated. It is no coincidence that it was just a
matter of months before the local government
and European Parliament elections. Three Mini-
sters later, we are still waiting for the school. The
recent disclosures regarding the future of Jarvis,
the company involved in the public private part-
nership, are alarming. The announcement was
made after a protracted five year battle by staff,
local representatives and members of the public
who correctly recognised the need for a new Cork
School of Music. The project was to be the first
purpose-built school of music in the country, to
be operated by Jarvis Projects as a public private
partnership for 25 years and was similar to other
projects undertaken between Jarvis and the
Department involving five schools.

Last week the Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral expressed reservations regarding difficulties
with the public private partnership. I do not have

the time to highlight the core issues of concern
expressed by the Comptroller. Last July I under-
stand the Cabinet was briefed about serious fin-
ancial difficulties threatening the future of Jarvis.
According to newspapers, Jarvis was in nego-
tiations with its banks to reorganise its \287 mill-
ion debt — Jarvis shares have fallen by 90% in
the past 12 months.

In the UK, I am told, Jarvis has £4 billion ster-
ling worth of public private partnership contracts
and is responsible for managing approximately
100 schools. Newspaper reports have warned that
if Jarvis were in serious financial difficulties, it
could leave the schools involved in considerable
difficulty. Again, Jarvis has issued four profit
warnings in recent months.

The Comptroller and Auditor General has
expressed concern at the manner in which the
project has been managed to date. The decision
by the Department to choose Jarvis as a preferred
bidder before the affordability of the project had
been established left the State open to claims for
compensation if the project did not go ahead.
Jarvis is due to build nine schools in Scotland but
a number have fallen through and have cost
Jarvis the contract worth almost \250 million.

After all the uncertainty and the promises, I
am simply looking for a clear-cut statement from
the Minister on the situation. I hope she will clear
up the uncertainty about the construction of the
Cork School of Music. I was in the school with
the Fine Gael Party leader, Deputy Kenny, and I
was appalled by the substandard conditions. I
hope the Minister will make a clear-cut statement
about the situation. Cork will celebrate its role as
European city of culture next year and at this
stage our hopes of having the school built to mark
the year of culture have evaporated.

I am looking for a statement from the Minister
on the current situation and a guarantee that if
the arrangements with Jarvis fall through, this
school will be built using Exchequer funding. The
country is awash with money. The Government
owes it to the people of Cork to fulfil promises
made before general and Europe Parliament
elections. If this school was located in Dublin, it
would have been built long ago. I ask the Mini-
ster, on her first night as Minister answering an
Adjournment debate, to give Cork the school for
which it has waited so long. The students and staff
deserve it.

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): Ba mhaith liom mo bhuı́ochas a ghab-
háil leis an Teachta as ucht an ábhar tábhachtach
seo a ardú sa Teach agus guı́m gach rath ar a thri-
úir inı́on atá ag déanamh ceoil ins an choláis-
te.This is an important issue. As Deputy Allen is
aware, the Government decided last July that the
Department of Education and Science should
finalise contractual negotiations with Jarvis Pro-
jects Limited with a view to commencing con-
struction of the new Cork School of Music public
private partnership project. Around the time of
the decision, it became apparent that there was
some uncertainty about the company’s financial
position and the Government stipulated that
before the contact could be signed, the Depart-
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ment must first be completely satisfied of Jarvis’s
legal and financial viability in being able to
undertake and complete the contract. The
Government required two specific measures to be
undertaken by my Department before the con-
tract could be entered into with Jarvis. The first
measure is in regard to obtaining legal and finan-
cial advice on the viability of Jarvis and the
second issue was to refer the draft contract terms
in regard to debt repayment in the proposed con-
tract to the National Development Finance
Agency for consideration.

The first issue is being examined by my Depart-
ment’s specialist advisers to the project. In
addition, the Department’s officials and its
advisers are in regular contact with Jarvis and are
monitoring closely the present financial issues
surrounding the company. In regard to the debt
repayment terms, my Department supplied all the
relevant information available to date to the
National Development Finance Agency and has
been in close contact with the senior staff of the
agency regarding the matter. Late last week the
agency gave its initial advice and that is now
being examined in the Department.

Clearly, my Department cannot proceed to fin-
ancial close unless there is a clear indication from
Jarvis Projects that it has the necessary financial
backing from its funders and that it is in a posi-
tion to sign the contract. In this regard, I under-
stand that the issues and discussions between
Jarvis and its bank surrounding funding of the
project are almost complete and that a decision is
imminent — all indications are that the decision
is likely to be positive.

As Deputy Allen has suggested, I make it
absolutely clear that the Government is commit-
ted to the Cork School of Music project. Once
the appropriate financial backing for the project
is secured by Jarvis and approved by my Depart-
ment, our advisers will be instructed to expedite
completion of the documents in conjunction with
the National Development Finance Agency to
allow the contract to be signed as soon as poss-
ible. I thank the Deputy for raising this matter
and I look forward to opening the new building.

Education Projects.

Mr. Boyle: I am grateful for the opportunity to
raise this matter and I thank the Minister for
making herself available to make her first presen-
tations to the House on two issues which affect
my constituency. After her contribution, I think
a decision on the first issue is less than certain.
On the second issue, the PAGE project, I ask the
Minister to reconsider how decisions are made in
her Department and the effect of such decisions

The project for adult guidance in education is
Cork’s response to a national development plan-
funded initiative on foot of the White Paper on
Education which outlined the need to provide
guidance services for adults from disadvantaged
communities, people who had undergone long
periods of unemployment and people who were
coming out of certain social situations, such as
imprisonment, or had undergone traumatic inci-

dents in their lives, such as the effects of residen-
tial abuse. Having first been funded in 2000 for a
number of years by the Department, the project
received a letter in December 2002 stating that
further to the progress made by the project the
Department would fund it from 2003 onwards.
Funding came through in 2003 and to date has
also come through for 2004. Unfortunately, a let-
ter was received by the project in December 2003
which asked for the project to be explained in
terms of the original contract. Correspondence
was immediately sent to the Department and no
other contact was made with this project until
August-September of this year when a cold letter
was received by the project stating that monitor-
ing had taken place and a decision had been
made on foot of that. That is unacceptable in its
own right in terms of ongoing planning, expec-
tations and the quality of the service being pro-
vided, but it was even more unacceptable given
that people recognised by the Department as
being in need of such a service were availing of it
and in view of the Department’s lack of a discern-
ible strategy as to how this service could be pro-
vided on an ongoing basis.

No communication has been made regarding
what monitoring took place and what the effect
of it was. The people who came down to under-
take the monitoring in the interim period had
given every indication that they were satisfied
with the work being done on the project. Prior to
the allocation of funding for the period 2000-05,
the Department’s analysis was that progress had
been made in the earlier life of the project. The
Minister needs to ask why this cold decision was
made in such a way as to pull the rug from under
so many people — those availing of the service
as well as those providing it. She also needs to
address the question of how the service will be
provided from now on. If the White Paper on
Education means anything it must mean that
guidance services are provided to improve edu-
cation standards and educational attainment
which the conventional education system is
unable and sadly, in some cases, unwilling to pro-
vide. The success of the project for adult guidance
in education in Cork is that it did provide such
an opportunity for many people. As an elected
representative for the area, I would like to know
what measures will be put in place to provide
such an opportunity for many people whom I
believe will not, otherwise, have such an
opportunity.

I accept the Minister is only a few days into
her portfolio but I hope her background in the
education system and her experience as an
elected representative in the House and at var-
ious departmental levels will inform her that this
is not the right way to make a decision, either in
the short term or in the long term, for meeting
the needs of those who are disadvantaged in
society. I ask her to try to put this in the context
of a strategy and a policy for adult guidance for
disadvantaged people, which currently appears to
exist on a wing and a prayer. It appears to be
operating very much in the shadows and it needs
to be given substance. When a system is up and
running it is not acceptable for those who provide
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the system to get a slap in the face from the
Department. I would like to see a better
approach being taken. Reversing this decision
would be a good way for the Minister to begin
her ministry.

Ms Hanafin: I thank Deputy Boyle for his good
wishes and for raising this important issue. He
will be aware that delegated responsibility for the
area of adult education lies with my colleague,
Deputy de Valera, although it is obviously one
in which I also have an interest. Equally, Deputy
Boyle will recognise the expansion of the adult
educational guidance initiative service in the past
three years where funding has increased from
£150,000 in 1999 to \3.2 million in 2004 in recog-
nition of the need that exists.

The Department launched the AEGI in 1999
in response to recommendations in the Green
Paper on adult education. The service offers
information, advice and guidance on an individ-
ual and group basis to assist adult learners to con-
nect with learning opportunities in the further
education sector. Since June 2004, the initiative
consists of 24 projects located throughout the
country in urban and rural areas. The projects
provide a high quality adult education guidance
service to participants on the vocational training
opportunities scheme literacy and adult com-
munity education programmes.

Financial support for an adult education guid-
ance project in Cork city was approved by my
Department in 2000 on a pilot basis as part of
phase 1 of the adult education guidance initiative
to address the guidance needs in Cork city. A ser-
vice agreement drawn up by my Department was
signed by PAGE in January 2003. The project is
community-based and operates as a limited com-
pany. Most of the AEGI projects operate through
the local vocational education committees. The
funding of each of the adult guidance projects is
subject to ongoing satisfactory delivery and
evaluation.

As part of the ongoing evaluation of the service
being provided, my Department became con-
cerned during 2003 that an education guidance
service was not being provided to the identified
target groups in the Cork area. It was not the
case, as Deputy Boyle alleged, that a cold
decision was made. The Department decided to
place the project on a six-month probationary
period and it duly notified PAGE of the decision
on 17 December 2003 and of the four conditions
to be implemented with immediate effect. Fol-
lowing ongoing monitoring and evaluation of the
service being provided to the designated target
groups, my Department was not satisfied that the
project was fulfilling the terms and conditions of
the service agreement signed in January 2003.
Accordingly, it was decided not to continue fund-
ing the pilot project in Cork city. However, I
accept adult learners need the service of the adult
education guidance service and the Department
will be taking steps in the very near future to
make sure that an adequate service will be made
available to adult learners in the Cork area. I will
keep in touch with the Deputy in that regard.

Housing Aid for the Elderly.

Ms B. Moynihan-Cronin: I welcome the oppor-
tunity to raise this important issue and thank the
Minister of State, Deputy Noel Ahern, for
attending.

Housing aid for the elderly is a scheme funded
by the Department of the Environment, Heritage
and Local Government and administered through
the health boards to allow elderly people carry
out essential structural work to their homes. In
the main, it is confined to those over 65 years to
help them meet the cost of replacing doors and
windows, install dry lining, heating and other
small-scale but essential work in their homes.

It is unfortunate this valuable scheme is chron-
ically under-funded. Waiting lists are lengthy. In
County Kerry the funding shortfall for housing
aid for the elderly is so acute that waiting lists for
applicants are extremely lengthy. The sole person
dealing with applicants in Kerry is now only get-
ting around to dealing with applications submit-
ted in April of this year. This is due to the chronic
lack of funding for the scheme from the Depart-
ment of the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government.

9 o’clock

What is the point of assessing people’s appli-
cations when there is no money to allocate to suc-
cessful applicants? The budget allocated to the

Southern Health Board for housing
aid for the elderly in Kerry has run
out for this year. Only a paltry \1

million was allocated to the Southern Health
Board in 2004, an area comprising the counties of
Cork and Kerry. Only 27%, or \270,000, of the
total sum was allocated to County Kerry. Elderly
people in County Kerry, many of them living
alone and in poor health, must wait months
before they are even assessed.

I am currently dealing with an applicant in the
west Kerry Gaeltacht who applied for housing aid
for essential work on his rotten windows and
doors in July 2004. However, I am advised by the
health board that it will be 2005 before his situa-
tion is assessed, because the 2004 funding has
been expended. This is not the fault of the indi-
vidual dealing with assessments. The health board
is only dealing with the first four months of this
year, and if that continues, it could be 2005 before
those who are applying this month for housing
aid for the elderly are assessed. This is totally
unacceptable.

It is appalling that elderly people who cannot
afford basic repair work on their homes are being
treated in this way, particularly when we hear
every day about all the money that is flowing into
the Exchequer. The majority of these people have
only one source of income, the old age pension,
which is totally inadequate as a means for carry-
ing out repairs in the home.

The Government parties have spoken fre-
quently about the need to allow elderly people to
live at home with dignity in their later years. This
was raised in the previous debate on carers.
However, many of our elderly are living in old
houses that are poorly heated, badly insulated
and rundown and for want of a few thousand
euro cannot carry out essential repair work.
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There is also a security issue as often, doors and
windows in these homes are inadequate and
many people in rural Ireland are living in fear
of attack.

I have spoken previously in this House about
the low level of funding for other schemes, in par-
ticular the essential repairs grant and the disabled
persons’ grant, both of which are administered by
the local authorities and often work hand in hand
with housing aid for the elderly in the Southern
Health Board area. In County Kerry there is a
major shortfall in funding for these schemes and
in respect of the housing aid budget. This is mak-
ing the lives of many elderly people a misery.

I appeal to the new Minister for Health,
Deputy Harney and the new Minister for the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government,
Deputy Roche, to immediately contact the South-
ern Health Board to ensure there is sufficient
funding. They should put the appropriate
resources into these schemes to allow the elderly
people who have applied for a few thousand euro
to make their houses comfortable and safe. I pre-
sume the Minister of State would agree with his
party’s guest speaker in Inchydoney about the
need to care for the vulnerable in society. The
Government now has an opportunity to do so.

Minister of State at the Department of the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Mr. N. Ahern): I thank the Deputy for raising
this matter. It was dealt with also, today, under
Question No. 443 in the name of her party col-
league, Deputy Wall. I am pleased to have the
opportunity to give her an update on the scheme.
As the Deputy knows, the scheme was started in
1982 and is funded under the Department of
Environment, Heritage and Local Government to
undertake an emergency programme to improve
the housing conditions of elderly persons living
alone in unfit or unsanitary accommodation. In
2000 the scheme was extended to include the pro-
vision of suitable heating systems where found
necessary to meet the needs of elderly persons.
Since then the direction of the scheme has shifted
very much from emergency work and much of its
resources are now concentrated on larger
projects.

The community care departments of the health
boards operate the scheme using various mechan-
isms to carry out the work, including contractors,
FÁS and a grant-based approach whereby the
applicant employs the contractor. The scheme has
dealt with more than 56,000 cases since it started.
Just under 2,000 jobs have been completed in the
first six months of this year. There has been an
unprecedented level of demand for the provision
of heating systems since it was introduced in Feb-
ruary 2000, with 3,954 applicants provided with
such facilities to the end of 2003.

The allocations to the boards are determined
by a task force from the funding available and
are based, not on the geographical spread of the
population, but on the statistical returns received

from the health boards showing the level of
activity within the area. It is not based on popu-
lation and, accordingly, some health boards do
better than others. It is based on returns showing
the numbers on the waiting lists, the number of
applications on hands and the estimated cost of
these applications. Boards, in turn, allocate the
funding available to the county divisions within
their areas. First round allocations were notified
to the boards on 21 January 2004 and a second
round allocation for 2004 will shortly be deter-
mined and notified to them by the task force,
bringing the total to \11.6 million for the year.
The original allocation was approximately \11
million, so the second is only \600,000, nationally.

Ms B. Moynihan-Cronin: Did the Minister of
State say that was \600,000 nationally?

Mr. N. Ahern: Yes, nationally. The sum of
\11.6 million is the overall figure. We paid out
\11 million, so \600,000 is left and the source of
funding is the national lottery. Funding levels for
2005 are being considered at present in the con-
text of the Estimates. However, health boards are
being requested, on the basis of funding being
available next year, to arrange further jobs which
will not arise for payment until January or later.
They have the flexibility to carry out some work
so long as the bills are not submitted until after
Christmas.

I thank the various groups involved — the task
force, the health boards, FÁS and the voluntary
bodies associated with the scheme — who have
done much good over the years. As the Deputy
mentioned the scheme now works hand in hand
with the essential repairs grant and the disabled
persons’ grant. I do not have figures with me for
County Kerry, but in the last three or four weeks
the Department——

Ms B. Moynihan-Cronin: They just want to put
in windows and doors.

Mr. N. Ahern: That is up to the individual
council. However, in recent weeks while there is
a problem in giving extra funding for this scheme
because of the sources of funds, approximately an
extra \7 million has been offered to county coun-
cils under the disabled person’s grant and the
essential repairs grant schemes. It is up to the
individual local authorities to determine the
issues on which the money is spent.

There is no Department rule which says doors
or windows are excluded. That is a matter for the
individual council to decide and prioritise. I am
not sure whether County Kerry took up the extra
money offered to it in recent times. However,
extra money under the essential repairs grant and
disabled person’s grant schemes has been offered
to the Deputy’s local authority over the last four
or five weeks. How it spends that and the flexi-
bility it has will determine whether that money is
spent on doors or windows, as it wishes.

The Dáil adjourned at 9.10 p.m. until 10.30 a.m.
on Wednesday, 6 October 2004.
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Written Answers.

————

The following are questions tabled by Members
for written response and the ministerial replies

received from the Departments [unrevised].

Questions Nos. 1 to 10, inclusive, answered
orally.

Questions Nos. 11 to 130, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 131 to 139, inclusive, answered
orally.

National Drugs Strategy.

140. Ms Enright asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs his views on
the submission from Dublin Citywide Drugs
Crisis Campaign on the mid-term review of the
national drugs strategy that health boards and
other agencies that act as channels of funding for
drug task force moneys should be required to
consult with the LDTFs regarding the develop-
ment of local drug services and the use of drug
strategy funding. [22751/04]

152. Mr. Howlin asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the number
of submissions received to date to the mid-term
review of the national drugs strategy; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [22765/04]

153. Mr. Deasy asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs his views on
whether the submission from Dublin Citywide
Drugs Crisis Campaign on the mid-term review
of the national drugs strategy that action 88 needs
to be activated, that is, that Government Depart-
ments should inform NDST of initiatives that will
affect task force areas. [22752/04]

156. Mr. Allen asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs his views on
the submission from Dublin Citywide Drugs
Crisis Campaign on the mid-term review of the
national drugs strategy that local community pro-
jects have experienced cutbacks in their budgets
for delivering services to drug users, despite com-
mitments to ringfence drug strategy moneys.
[22747/04]

179. Mr. Kehoe asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if he will
change the sectoral representation on the
national drugs strategy team as recommended by
Citywide and have a minimum of two new com-
munity representatives, one selected by the
LDTF community representatives and the second
by the RDTF community representatives.
[22750/04]

212. Ms O. Mitchell asked the Minister for
Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs his
views on the submission from the Dublin City-
wide Drugs Crisis Campaign on the mid-term
review of the national drugs strategy that the
structures that were put in place to deliver a com-

munity-led, partnership approach have been
undermined and that, as a result, the role of local
communities have been diminished. [22744/04]

226. Mr. Neville asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs his views on
the submission from Dublin Citywide Drugs
Crisis Campaign on the mid-term review of the
national drugs strategy that it is the clear view of
local communities that they are continuing to live
with a serious drugs crisis and that there has been
a general failure to deliver on the actions outlined
in the national drugs strategy. [22746/04]

227. Mr. Noonan asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs when he
expects the review of the national drugs strategy
to be completed and published; the changes he
envisages in the direction of the strategy; if the
strategy will receive increased funding for the rest
of its lifetime; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [22696/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Mr. N.
Ahern): I propose to take Questions Nos. 140,
152, 153, 156, 179, 212, 226 and 227 together.

As the Deputies will be aware, the mid-term
review of the national drugs strategy is currently
under way. The review is examining the progress
being made in achieving the overall key strategic
goals set out in the strategy and will enable priori-
ties for future action to be identified and a refo-
cusing of the strategy, if necessary, for the
remaining period up to 2008. The review will also
examine the relevance of the strategy in tackling
the current nature and extent of drug misuse in
Ireland, including emerging trends, and will iden-
tify any gaps presenting and how they might be
addressed.

The review is being overseen by a steering
group chaired by my Department and comprising
representatives from a number of Departments
and agencies involved in implementing the
strategy as well as the community and voluntary
sectors. PA Consulting Group is assisting the ste-
ering group in its ongoing work.

A comprehensive consultation process is being
undertaken as part of the review. One hundred
and fourteen written submissions have been
received to date and the consultants are currently
considering the issues being raised. Presentations
from over 20 Departments, agencies and com-
munity groups involved in delivering the strategy
have also been made to the steering group and
a number of others are planned for October. In
addition, five regional seminars will take place
throughout October in Galway, Limerick, Water-
ford, Carrick-on-Shannon and Dublin. A number
of focus groups with young people will also be
held during October.

The consultation process will enable us to get
a broad and varied perspective on the strategy
and what its future direction should be. In this
context, I would not like to pre-empt the outcome
— or the independence — of the review given
that considerable work and consultation remains
to be done. I also believe it would be inappropri-
ate for me at this time to comment on individual
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submissions, including the issues raised by City-
wide. I can assure the Deputies, however, that
Citywide’s comments will be examined in terms
of going forward, as will the views expressed by
the other Departments and organisations who
have made written submissions and met the steer-
ing group.

With regard to funding, the Government has
already committed substantial funding to the
issue of drug misuse. To date, the Government
has allocated or spent approximately \80 million
to implement in the region of 500 projects con-
tained in two rounds of plans of the local drugs
task forces. In addition over \12.7 million has
been allocated under the LDTF premises initiat-
ive, which is designed to meet the accommo-
dation needs of community based drugs projects,
the majority of which are in LDTF areas.
Approximately \75 million has been allocated to
support in the region of 450 facility and services
projects under the Young People’s Facilities and
Services Fund. I can assure the Deputies that
tackling drug misuse remains a priority for the
Government and that substantial resources will
continue to be targeted at the problem over the
coming years. I expect the review to be com-
pleted in late 2004 or early in 2005.

Question No. 141 answered with Question
No. 138.

Decentralisation Programme.

142. Mr. Timmins asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the progress
which has been made in relation to the decentra-
lisation of his Department; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [22684/04]

231. Ms Lynch asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the progress
made in relation to the decentralisation of his
Department’s headquarters to Knock, County
Mayo; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [22770/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 142 and 231 together.

The Deputies will be aware that the progress
of decentralisation in any Department is guided
by the overall implementation process being car-
ried out centrally by the decentralisation imple-
mentation group. In that context, the following
steps have been taken by my Department to
advance the decentralisation process. A dedi-
cated decentralisation unit was set up to manage
the programme. The unit is staffed by a higher
executive officer and a clerical officer who report
to the personnel officer. This unit has prepared
and distributed to staff an information pack
which includes a wide range of information on
decentralisation areas relating to my Depart-
ment’s remit. The unit issues regular bulletins to
staff with the most up to date information avail-
able on decentralisation and all documentation
relating to the issue is made available on the
public folders of my Department’s e-mail system.

A departmental decentralisation committee has
been established to steer the decentralisation pro-
cess within the department. Membership of the
committee is made up of senior management and
staff. A liaison officer has been appointed to
facilitate communication between the Depart-
ment of Finance and my Department. Special
meetings of my Department’s partnership com-
mittee are held to specifically address issues aris-
ing from decentralisation and use is made of such
meetings to ensure that staff are kept informed
on all aspects of the decentralisation process.
There is regular communication between my
Department and staff associations through the
departmental council process. In addition, work
is in hand on the establishment of systems for job
analysis and process mapping for each function
within my Department to facilitate effective
transfers of staff in the future.

An initial decentralisation implementation plan
for my Department has been prepared and sub-
mitted to the decentralisation implementation
group.

The September 2004 data obtained from the
CAF system indicate that 159 civil servants and
nine public servants have lodged applications for
or expressed an interest in decentralisation to
Knock Airport. The number of staff required by
the Department for that location is 159.9. In
addition, seven civil servants and five public ser-
vants have lodged applications for or expressed
an interest in decentralisation to Na Forbacha.
The number of staff required by the Department
for that location is 12.5.

Irish Language.

143. Dr. Upton asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the progress
made by the Irish language advisory committee
to date; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [22785/04]

193. Mr. Hayes asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the progress
being made to develop and implement a national
plan for Irish as recommended under the report
of the Gaeltacht Commission; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [22719/04]

208. Mr. Coveney asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the work to
date of the Irish Language Forum, established
following the report of the Gaeltacht Com-
mission; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [22720/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 143, 193 and 208 together.

The Irish Language Forum was established by
me in July of this year with terms of reference to
advise in relation to: the desirability of a 20 year
strategic plan with realistic goals for the Irish lan-
guage in the State; the short-term strategic priori-
ties for the preservation and the promotion of the
Irish language within the State; the priorities
regarding the implementation of the Official Lan-
guages Act; and the best and most practical ways



1009 Questions— 5 October 2004. Written Answers 1010

to achieve progress with regard to the implemen-
tation of that work.

The forum has had one meeting to date and is
due to meet again on 21 October. It was agreed
at the first meeting of the forum that the
members of it would submit proposals in advance
of the next meeting in regard to matters that
should be discussed in the context of any strategic
plan for the Irish language and priority issues that
need to be addressed in the short term. These
matters will be addressed at future meetings of
the forum.

Departmental Funding.

144. Mr. Cuffe asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if he will
report on the role of his Department in assisting
the residents of Pollathomas, County Mayo a year
after this community experienced significant
landslides. [22900/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): I would like to indicate
that primary responsibility in this instance lies
with my colleague, the Minister for the Envir-
onment, Heritage and Local Government.

As the Deputy is aware, Poll a’Thómais is a
designated Gaeltacht area and, as Minister with
responsibility for Gaeltacht Affairs, I have visited
the area on a number of occasions. My Depart-
ment, in co-operation with the Department of the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government
and the Office of Public Works has played an
active role in providing additional assistance to
Mayo Council County to enable them to com-
plete necessary infrastructural repairs in the area.
A total of \148,115 has been sanctioned by my
Department to date for repair works to the grave-
yard, walls and roads in the area.

My Department is also represented on the Poll
a’Thómais implementation working group, which
was set up in March 2004 and includes represen-
tatives of Mayo County Council, the Office of
Public Works and the Department of Envir-
onment, Heritage and Local Government. The
objective was to bring together representatives of
the main bodies involved in dealing with the after
effects of the Poll a’Thómais landslides with a
view to bringing the outstanding issues to finality.
I understand that the working group’s report will
be available in the near future.

Offshore Islands.

145. Mr. Ring asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the progress
to date in the provision of transport to islands,
the provision of airstrips and the provision of con-
necting bus services as part of certain ferry and
air contracts. [22729/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): My Department cur-
rently subsidises 14 ferry services to 12 islands, as
well as an all-year round air service to the Aran
Islands and a winter helicopter service to Tory
Island. Five of these contracts provide connecting
road transport services on the mainland. I have

arranged for a full list of these services to be for-
warded to the Deputy.

I have also made available funding of just over
\14,000 to Erris rural link to extend the ferry ser-
vice currently operating between Ballycroy and
Inishbiggle. When this extended service comes
into operation, Inishbiggle will have a five day a
week return ferry service together with a bus link
each day with one of the nearby population
centres, those being Belmullet, Castlebar, West-
port and Achill Sound. In addition to these ser-
vices, my officials are currently evaluating appli-
cations for a new ferry service to Inis Fraoich in
County Donegal and for an increased level of
ferry service to Inishbofin off the County
Galway coast.

In regard to the provision of airstrips on the
islands, I hope to be in a position shortly to
approve funding for the construction of an air-
strip on Inishbofin with a view to commencing air
services to the island in 2006. Planning permission
for a mainland airstrip at Cleggan, County
Galway to serve Inishbofin has also been
obtained, as has planning permission for an air-
strip on Tory Island.

Decentralisation Programme.

146. Mr. Quinn asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the number
of staff in his Department who have applied to
the CAF under the decentralisation programme;
and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[22781/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): The September 2004
data received from the CAF system indicate that
staff in my Department have lodged applications
or expressions of interest for relocation under the
decentralisation programme as follows: Knock
Airport, nine; Na Forbacha, none, other Depart-
ments, 48; and public service organisations, five.

Community Development.

147. Mr. Stanton asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the progress
to date in advancing corporate social responsi-
bility particularly in regard to areas affected by
drugs and social and rural disadvantage.
[22739/04]

155. Mr. English asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the progress
to date in advancing and co-ordinating com-
munity affairs issues under the Government
policy of supporting corporate social responsi-
bility. [22725/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Mr. N.
Ahern): I propose to take Questions Nos. 147 and
155 together.

My Department’s development of CSR in a
community and local development context will be
facilitated through a range of supports and struc-
tures such as partnerships, community develop-
ment projects and Leader groups. This is an
integral element of my Department’s strategic
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objective of assisting communities, especially
those suffering disadvantage and social exclusion.

In September 2003 I approved a grant of
\105,000 per annum over three years to Business
in the Community Ireland, which is a leading
organisation in Ireland promoting CSR activity.
The grant will assist the organisation in helping
the community and voluntary sector enhance its
capacity to engage with the corporate sector. The
funding will help create an important conduit in
facilitating skills transfer from businesses to the
community and voluntary sector.

My Department is also working in close co-
operation with the chambers of commerce to pro-
mote corporate social responsibility. My Depart-
ment will sponsor the Chambers of Commerce of
Ireland Annual President’s Awards in early Nov-
ember with a grant of \20,000. The awards will be
dedicated to honouring CSR initiatives and will
recognise companies which have invested in the
CSR area under the headings of community;
workplace; marketplace and environment.

Voluntary Activity.

148. Mr. Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for
Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the way
in which he can assist the community and volun-
tary sector, which has seen the fourth anniversary
of the White Paper on supporting voluntary
activity pass with little in the way of Government
initiatives to show. [22906/04]

176. Mr. Naughten asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the
measures he intends to take to ensure the full
implementation of the White Paper on a frame-
work for supporting voluntary activity; if his
attention has been drawn to the fact that the vol-
untary sector has expressed its dissatisfaction
with its implementation to date; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [22707/04]

462. Mr. O’Shea asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the pro-
posals he has for structured investment in the
community and voluntary sector within a frame-
work of sustained support and development; and
if he will make a statement on the matter.
[23219/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Mr. N.
Ahern): I propose to take Questions Nos. 148,
176 and 462 together.

Considerable progress has been achieved in
regard to implementation of recommendations in
the White Paper on a Framework for Supporting
Voluntary Activity and for Developing the
Relationship between the State and the Com-
munity and Voluntary Sector. In September 2003,
I announced some \7.3 million in funding to 56
organisations in the community and voluntary
sector over a three year period under schemes to
support the role of federations, networks and
umbrella bodies and to provide training and sup-
ports to the sector. Funding of \1.43 million per
annum is being channelled to the anti-poverty
networks. Funding of some \1.28 million per

annum is being provided for the continuing
development of the highly successful community
and voluntary fora, established as an important
element of the local government reform process.

In addition, a consultation paper on Estab-
lishing a Modern Statutory Framework for Chari-
ties was posted on my Department’s website on
17 December last. In early February, I formally
launched a public consultation and a notice, invit-
ing submissions, was placed in the national pap-
ers. The public consultation will inform the
development of the forthcoming legislation in this
area. This week I was pleased to publish the
external report on the public consultation.

Deputies will also be aware that an implemen-
tation and advisory group, IAG, comprising rep-
resentatives from the voluntary and statutory sec-
tors, was established to monitor and advise on the
implementation of the White Paper. Substantive
matters considered to date by the IAG include:
the multiplicity of funding sources through which
the sector must operate; the designation of volun-
tary activity units in relevant Departments;
accreditation of training in the sector; support for
volunteering and the establishment of good prac-
tice standards in both the community and volun-
tary sector and the statutory sector. The White
Paper indicated that a review of the IAG should
take place after a three year period. Work on this
review, which I expect to be concluded shortly, is
continuing in my Department.

Question No. 149 answered with Question
No. 139.

Proposed Legislation.

150. Mr. Wall asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs when legis-
lation on charities will be published; the likely
content of such legislation; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [22759/04]

200. Mr. Stanton asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs when he
expects the new charities legislation to be pub-
lished; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [22689/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Mr. N.
Ahern): I propose to take Questions Nos. 150 and
200 together.

I indicated in the press release, which I issued
on 3 June last at the end of the public consul-
tation, that the best estimate for a publication
date for the draft legislation is the end of 2005.

Western Development Commission.

151. Ms O’Sullivan asked the Minister for
Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if he
will make a statement on the work of the Western
Development Commission recently; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [22783/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): The Western Develop-
ment Commission was established on 1 February
1999 under the Western Development Com-
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mission Act 1998. The functions of the com-
mission are to promote, foster and encourage
economic and social development in the western
region, defined as the seven western counties of
Donegal, Leitrim, Sligo, Mayo, Roscommon,
Galway and Clare. Its activities involve policy
analysis and development, undertaking key
regional initiatives and management of the west-
ern investment fund.

Currently the WDC is involved in a range of
projects, one of which is promotion the west
region. Under its strategic goal of attracting the
inward transfer of skilled jobs and people to the
western region, the WDC is currently planning to
deepen awareness and a positive perception of
the western region as a high quality place to live,
work and do business. It is intended to achieve
this through the creation of an effective pro-
motional programme for the region which will
incorporate the development of a campaign
aimed at attracting skilled jobs and people to the
region. It will also involve the creation of a webs-
ite, in partnership with the local authorities, to
facilitate access to practical information of rel-
evance to persons relocating to the western
region.

Another project in which the commission is
involved is Knock International Airport. The
WDC is currently assisting the airport with its
strategy for: its advancement as an international
access port and regional development hub; in
reviewing the economic impact of the airport on
the region; in examining relevant policy issues;
and in formulating a strategy for attracting public
and private funding for the airport.

The commission is also involved in projects in
rural development in regard to the community
ownership of wind farms. The WDC, in partner-
ship with Brı́ Nua Community Wind Energy
Group Donegal and Mayo Community Wind
Energy Group, researched the potential for com-
munities in the region to benefit from the estab-
lishment of wind farms. The resulting study, To
Catch the Wind, a practical guide and
accompanying CD-Rom was published in June
2004. The WDC will continue to work in partner-
ship with the Department of Community, Rural
and Gaeltacht Affairs and the Department of
Communications, Marine and Natural Resources
to promote the policy recommendations made in
the guide. The WDC plans to explore and facili-
tate the establishment of a renewable energy
advisory group in partnership with key stake-
holders and assist in initiating a pilot community
owned wind farm project in the region.

In regard to organic agri-food, the Western
Organic Strategic Initiative, WOSI, a private sec-
tor-led partnership facilitated by the WDC, is
registering as a limited company which will mar-
ket organics agri-food as a quality banded prod-
uct. The WDC will continue to raise issues relat-
ing to organic agri-food production to inform
national organic policy. The WDC is bringing the
WOSI model to national discussion as a model
for best practice and is recommending its repli-
cation in other areas of the country.

In regard to economic infrastructure in terms
of roads, the WDC is involved in the ongoing

monitoring of roads investment in the region. In
regard to rail, the WDC continues to work with
Iarnród Éireann and the Department of Trans-
port to progress the improvement of rail services
in the western region and is participating on the
Western Rail Corridor Expert Working Group.

In the area of telecommunications, through its
involvement in the Information Society Com-
mission, the WDC continues to pursue the issue
of broadband services in rural areas. With regard
to rural tourism, ongoing support is being pro-
vided to the western development tourism pro-
gramme and the Green Box projects.

The western investment fund, WIF, was estab-
lished under the Western Development Com-
mission Act 1998. The Western Development
Commission, WDC, is the statutory body charged
with promoting, fostering and encouraging econ-
omic and social development in the western
region comprising counties Donegal, Sligo, Lei-
trim, Mayo, Roscommon, Galway and Clare. As
part of this remit the WDC operates western
investment fund of \32 million. To date, 60 pro-
jects have been approved for assistance totalling
\12.7 million. Of this, \9.8 million has been dis-
bursed from the fund to aid 50 of these projects.
This has created 791 jobs to date, 541 of which
are either strategic or in small to medium-sized
enterprises and 250 are in community projects.

Questions Nos. 152 and 153 answered with
Question No. 140.

Dormant Accounts Fund.

154. Mr. P. McGrath asked the Minister for
Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs his
views on the recent annual report of the Dormant
Account Funds 2003; and the reason he intends to
change the operation of the Dormant Accounts
Disbursement Board. [22738/04]

235. Mr. Hayes asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if he intends
to withdraw the dormant fund accounts legis-
lation before the Houses of the Oireachtas in
view of the potential for the allocation of this
money to be politicised; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [22698/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Mr. N.
Ahern): I propose to take Questions Nos. 154 and
235 together.

As the Deputies are aware, the Dormant
Accounts (Amendment) Bill 2004 was published
in June 2004, fulfilling a commitment given by
Government in December last, following its
review of arrangements in regard to dormant
accounts funding. At that time, the Government
committed itself to maintaining an open, trans-
parent and accountable process for dealing with
applications for dormant accounts funding. These
commitments have been honoured in the Bill in
the following ways: the objectives of the disburse-
ments scheme will remain unchanged; actual dis-
bursements will continue to be within the frame-
work of objectives and priorities set out in the
dormant accounts disbursements plan; appli-
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cation processes for dormant accounts funding
will be transparent and publicised; decisions on
disbursements will be made and publicised by
Government; appropriate arrangements will be
put in place so that the spend from the dormant
accounts fund is clearly separate and additional;
and the future role of the board will focus on
preparation of the disbursements plan, reviewing
progress in achieving objectives and assessing the
additionality and impact of spend.

As outlined and reiterated during the Second
Stage debate in the Seanad, there are compelling
reasons, in terms of governance and public policy,
as to why this legislation is necessary. First,
governance arrangements are less than adequate
and there is an absence of a properly developed
organisation structure. The scale of funds is such
that it is not appropriate to require a part-time
chairperson to assume responsibilities for such a
large potential spend. It is also evident that the
existing arrangements do not adequately support
the focusing of spending from the fund with
policy priorities debated in this House and
approved by Government. If we are serious about
tackling disadvantage, we must ensure that avail-
able resources are targeted in a particularly
focused and sustained manner. It is for these
reasons that the Government decided, in the first
place, to review the arrangements regarding dor-
mant accounts and, subsequently, agreed to bring
forward the draft legislation now before the
Oireachtas. It is my intention that the Bill will
continue its passage through the Oireachtas and
be enacted in due course.

With regard to the board’s annual report, I am
appreciative of the work the board has carried
out to date, as documented in the report, and I
look forward to continuing to work closely with
the board in the future.

Question No. 155 answered with Question
No.147.

Question No. 156 answered with Question
No.140.

Irish Language.

157. Mr. Costello asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if he has
given consideration to providing extra funding to
local authorities and State agencies to meet the
cost of translation of documents into Irish in
accordance with the provisions of the Official
Languages Act 2003; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [22766/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): The question of pro-
vision of funding for specific administrative costs
for individual public bodies — regardless of
whether these relate to the Official Languages
Act or any other service delivery or policy obli-
gation arising — falls to be assessed against for-
mal business cases or proposals submitted as part
of the normal annual Estimate and budget cycle
and not otherwise. Given its position as the first
constitutional language, my object is to ensure

that delivery of public services by public bodies,
including provision of information about services
and activities through the Irish language, is seen
as normal and meets the required minimum stan-
dards of customer service and corporate govern-
ance, rather than an optional extra or add-on.

In regard to the Deputy’s specific question, I
make the point that the obligations that currently
stand commenced under the Official Languages
Act in relation to publication of documents in
both official languages and are those under
section 10 of the Act only. Section 10 provides
for the simultaneous publication in both official
languages of what is in fact a very limited number
of key documents such as annual reports, annual
financial statements/accounts and documents set-
ting out public policy proposals — examples of
this last category would include Green Papers
and White Papers published by Departments.

These are all key documents by which public
bodies account to the general public, to their
specific customers and to us as Members of the
Oireachtas in regard to how they have in the pre-
vious year or how they propose in future to dis-
charge their public functions. There are two
official languages spoken in this State and it
seems to me — as it did to all parties in this
House when we debated this Act as a Bill — right
and proper that documents of this nature should
be available to the citizen in both languages. I
make the point that when we debated the Bill in
the House I was requested, but declined, to
accept amendments that would have widened
quite considerably the range of documents sub-
ject to the automatic simultaneous publication
obligation.

I also make the point that my Department cur-
rently ensures and for many years prior to this
has ensured the publication in both languages of
a much wider range of publications than those
covered by section 10 and it does so from within
the normal administrative budget voted to it by
the Dáil from year to year.

An Coimisiún Logainmneacha.

158. D’fhiafraigh Mr. G. Mitchell den Aire
Gnóthaı́ Pobail, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta cén dul
chun cinn atá déanta ag an gCoimisiún
Logainmneacha ó ceapadh é. [22674/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): Ceapadh an Coimisiún
Logainmneacha atá ann faoi láthair faoi théarmaı́
tagartha nua i mı́ Iúil 2003 agus bhı́ seacht gcruin-
niú acu go dtı́ seo. Is é prı́omh-théarma tagartha
an Choimisiúin ná comhairle a thabhairt dom mar
Aire i dtaobh logainmneacha Gaeilge a dhearbhú
le hordú faoi fhorálacha Acht na dTeangacha
Oifigiúla 2003.

Faoi alt 32 den Acht sin, féadfaidh an tAire,
tar éis dó comhairle a fháil ón gCoimisiún agus
an chomhairle sin a bhreithniú, le hordú a
dhearbhú gurb é an leagan Gaeilge de logainm a
bheidh sonraithe san ordú cibé focal nó focail a
shonróidh sé san ordú.

Go dtı́ seo, tá comhairle tugtha ag an gCoimis-
iún dom i dtaobh seacht n-ordú logainmneacha
agus shı́nigh mé na horduithe sin ar 30 Deireadh
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Fómhair 2004. Tugann na horduithe sin comhion-
annas dlı́thiúil d’ainmneacha Gaeilge na gcontae-
tha agus na gcúigı́, agus d’ainmneacha Gaeilge na
n-aonad riaracháin i gcontaetha Chill Chainnigh,
Phort Láirge, Luimnigh, Lú, Mhuineacháin agus
Uı́bh Fhailı́. Tá na leaganacha Gaeilge bunaithe
ar thaighde a rinne an Brainse Logainmneacha i
mo Roinn-se. Déanfar orduithe i dtaobh
logainmneacha Gaeilge na gcontaetha eile de réir
mar a bheas an taighde cuı́ déanta orthu.

Faoi láthair, tá próiseas ar siúl chun stádas
dlı́thiúil a thabhairt do leaganacha Gaeilge na
logainmneacha sna ceantair Ghaeltachta uilig
agus tá comhairle tugtha ag an gCoimisiún
Logainmneacha i dtaobh na leaganacha sin. Chun
seans a thabhairt do mhuintir na Gaeltachta a
bheith lánpháirteach sa bpróiséas, d’fhoilsigh mo
Roinn dréacht den Ordú Logainmneacha
(Ceantair Ghaeltachta) 2003 ar shuı́omh idirlı́n
na Roinne i mı́ an Mheithimh agus dáileadh
cóipeanna den dréacht-ordú sin ar choistı́ pobail
sna ceantair Ghaeltachta go léir. Iarradh moltaı́ i
dtaobh na leaganacha Gaeilge sa dréacht-ordú ar
na pobail áitiúla agus fuarthas nı́os mó ná triocha
aighneachtaı́ ó ghrúpaı́ agus ó dhaoine i ngach
ceantar Gaeltachta. Déanfaidh an Coimisiún agus
baill foirne an Bhrainse Logainmneacha scrúdú
ar na moltaı́ sna haighneachtaı́ agus tugtar le fios
dom go bhfuil sé i gceist go mbeidh an Coimisiún
in ann comhairle a thabhairt dom ina dtaobh i
ndiaidh an chruinnithe atá beartaithe acu do 15
Deireadh Fómhair. Táim ag súil go mbeidh mé in
ann an tOrdú Logainmneacha (Ceantair
Ghaeltachta) 2004 a shı́niú go luath i ndiaidh an
dáta sin.

Departmental Programmes.

159. Mr. Ring asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the way in
which he envisages the rural social scheme will
be funded into the future; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [22703/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): As outlined in the
budget statement in December 2003 by the Mini-
ster for Finance, funding for the rural social
scheme in 2004 is to be provided from the dor-
mant accounts fund as well as from savings in
social welfare payments of the amounts that
would have been payable to participants if they
were not on the scheme. Discussions are currently
under way with the Department of Finance in
regard to my Department’s Estimate for 2005,
including provision for the rural social scheme.

Payment Grant.

160. Mr. Stagg asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if he is satis-
fied regarding a grant made (details supplied) by
Udarás na Gaeltachta to a company outside of
the Gaeltacht. [22796/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): I understand from
Údarás na Gaeltachta that a capital grant of
\66,468 was approved in respect of a company
in December 1998 on the incorrect understanding

that it was operating within the Gaeltacht bound-
ary. A sum of \55,234 was subsequently paid in
1999-2000. It has since transpired that the com-
pany’s location and operations were in fact mar-
ginally outside the official Gaeltacht boundary.

I have been assured by Údarás that, following
a review of processes on foot of queries from the
Comptroller and Auditor General, appropriate
steps have been taken to prevent a recurrence of
anomalies such as this. I have also been informed
by Údarás that, following an internal review,
which took into account the fact that the appli-
cant did not seek to deliberately mislead the
organisation and that the project succeeded in
creating employment in the area, a decision has
been taken not to recall the grant.

Charities Legislation.

161. Mr. Sherlock asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs his Depart-
ment’s proposals for a league table of charities to
allow for more public information regarding the
way in which money is spent by charities; and if
he will make a statement on the matter.
[22761/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Mr. N.
Ahern): My Department does not have legislative
proposals for a league table of charities to allow
for more public information regarding the way in
which money is spent by charities. Such a
measure would be a matter for consideration by
the proposed regulatory body to be set up under
the draft charities legislation to be prepared by
my Department.

Community Development.

162. Ms O’Sullivan asked the Minister for
Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the sit-
uation regarding the future of, and financial sup-
port for, community development programmes;
and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[22782/04]

238. Mr. Penrose asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if there will
be no reduction in real terms in the funding by
his Department of the community and voluntary
sector in 2005; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [22798/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Mr. N.
Ahern): I propose to take Questions Nos. 162 and
238 together.

Under Partnership 2000 the Government com-
mitted itself to identifying 30 priority areas for
inclusion in the community development pro-
gramme. Some 15 of these priority areas were
funded in 2003. A further 15 pre-development
projects have been approved, in principle, for
inclusion in the community development pro-
gramme. A total of \500,000 has been set aside
to fund these projects later in 2004.

The Government recognises that local and
community development measures are contribu-
ting significantly to tackling a range of challenges
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at local and community level. However, the
number and complexity of structures involved in
the delivery of these programmes is extensive and
complex. With this in mind, a review of the struc-
tures employed in the delivery of local and com-
munity development programmes has been
undertaken. Arising from the Review of Local
and Community Development Structures, the
Government has decided that public bodies and
Departments should look to existing structures
for delivery of new local or community develop-
ment initiatives. In this regard, the Government
also decided that any further community develop-
ment projects established will be on the basis of
maximising recourse to existing structures.

Of the 15 pre-development projects included in
the programme, 12 have submitted work plans.
The Department is currently working with these
projects to determine how they can be brought
on stream in 2004 in a way which maximises
recourse to existing structures.

With regard to the funding provided for the
administration of the programme, some \20.6
million was allocated to the community develop-
ment programme in 2004. The amount to be allo-
cated to the programme in 2005 will be deter-
mined in the context of the 2005 Estimates.

Irish Language.

163. Mr. O’Dowd asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the reason
for his view that Irish speakers are discriminated
against, as he is reported as saying at a recent
press conference. [22749/04]

182. Mr. Penrose asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs further to
his recent radio interview, the way in which Irish
speakers are subjected to racism; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [22797/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 163 and 182 together.

At the launch of a recent information pack on
racism, I said that as an Irish speaker I had
noticed people often profess to love the language
and at the same time object if any money is spent
providing equality of service in the Irish language
to Irish speakers. This was just a one-sentence
comment to highlight a point.

The media chose to highlight the comment as
the main news item of my speech, something that
surprised me as I felt that I had made a number
of very important points to the audience that I
thought were much more central to the issue of
the day.

Rural Social Scheme.

164. Mr. Wall asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if the rural
social scheme has been phased into the 27 Leader
areas not originally included in the scheme; the
level of interest in the scheme to date; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [22758/04]

203. Mr. McCormack asked the Minister for
Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if the
rural social scheme has been extended to all
Leader group areas; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [22700/04]

237. Mr. Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for
Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if he
will report on progress to date in relation to the
rural social scheme. [22907/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 164, 203 and 237 together.

I launched the third phase of the rural social
scheme on Tuesday, 28 September. This phase
included 17 Leader groups, and following this
launch, I can confirm that all 35 spatial Leader
groups along with Údarás na Gaeltachta are now
implementing the rural social scheme.

To date the total number of applications
reported to my Department is 997 and 565 of
these have been approved by the implementing
bodies. This figure is likely to grow significantly
before the end of the year.

At present there are 285 participants, including
supervisors, working on the scheme in counties
Cork, Kerry, Leitrim and Roscommon and in the
Gaeltacht areas in Cork, Galway, Kerry, Mayo
and Donegal. A further three Leader groups have
indicated to us that they will be ready to com-
mence participants on the scheme during
October, resulting in an additional 250 persons
starting on the scheme.

Question No. 165 answered with Question
No. 138.

Rural Development.

166. Mr. Connaughton asked the Minister for
Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if he
will give details of the work carried out by the
Rural Development Co-ordinating Committee
under the NDP to date in 2004; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [22701/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): The Deputy will be
aware that the Rural Development Co-ordinating
Committee was established to promote rural
development in the implementation of the
national development plan and the related oper-
ational programmes. Similar committees were
established in relation to the environment, equal
opportunities and social inclusion.

The mid-term evaluation of the national
development plan and the operational pro-
grammes highlighted significant issues in seeking
to integrate these horizontal principles into the
operation of the measures in the programmes.
Among the issues cited were: problems of under-
standing of the overall goals of the principle and
how they could be integrated into programme
implementation; absence of indicators or other
data to capture progress in terms of the prin-
ciples; and guidance or support to implementing
bodies.

The review had been carried out by the NDP
evaluation unit of the Department of Finance. As
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a result, new arrangements have been adopted
which, it is intended, will make the application of
the horizontal principles more effective. Against
the background of the review, the Rural
Development Co-ordination Committee did not
meet in 2004.

In terms of looking ahead, in future the Rural
Development Co-ordinating Committee will
focus on a limited number of measures in the
operational programmes, that is, those most rel-
evant to rural development. Following from this,
officials of my Department have consulted the
managers of the measures. Such consultations
have explored how the rural development prin-
ciple can be better embedded in the measure and
considered performance indicators to capture
progress in rural development terms. In addition,
a reporting template has been provided to the
measure managers to facilitate annual reporting
by them and easier analysis of progress by the co-
ordinating committee.

As a consequence of these developments, my
Department has also reviewed the composition of
the co-ordinating committee and its terms of ref-
erence. It is awaiting the receipt of nominations
from the various constituents, that is, managing
authorities, implementing Departments, the
social partners, the evaluation unit and the Euro-
pean Commission. Subject to such input, the first
meeting of the reconstituted committee will be
held on 11 October next and will meet twice
yearly thereafter.

National Drugs Strategy.

167. Mr. R. Bruton asked the Minister for
Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the
work which is being done by drug task forces to
make contact with new communities of non-
nationals in relation to the issue of drug use; and
if he will recommend that the national drugs
strategy include actions and initiatives in this area
of concern. [22743/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Mr. N.
Ahern): As the Deputy will be aware, the role of
the local drugs task forces, LDTFs, is to prepare
local action plans, which include a range of
measures in relation to such issues as treatment,
rehabilitation, education, prevention and curbing
local supply. In addition, the LDTFs provide a
mechanism for the co-ordination of services in
their areas, while at the same time allowing local
communities and voluntary organisations to par-
ticipate in the planning, design and delivery of
those services. Demographic changes which may
be occurring in local communities are monitored
by the task forces on an ongoing basis and can be
reflected in the way they implement their action
plans.

In this context, it is also worth noting that the
national drugs strategy is currently being
reviewed. The objectives of the mid-term review
is to examine the progress being made to date in
achieving the goals and actions set out in the
strategy and to enable priorities for future action
to be identified and a refocusing of the strategy,
if necessary, for the remaining period up to 2008.

As part of the review, a widespread consultation
process is currently under way. The question of
drug misuse among non-nationals will also be
considered as part of the review.

Departmental Studies.

168. Mr. Noonan asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs when he
expects the rural enterprise study to be com-
pleted; the measures he will pursue to enact its
recommendations; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [22706/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): I am in consultation
with my colleagues, the Ministers for Enterprise,
Trade and Employment and Arts, Sport and
Tourism in relation to the completion of this
report. I hope to conclude this process shortly.

Rural Development.

169. Mr. Howlin asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs his priorities
in the area of rural development; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [22764/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): The rural development
goal of my Department is to promote and main-
tain living and working populations in rural areas
by helping to foster sustainable and culturally
vibrant communities there.

Within this framework, my Department’s rural
development priorities, which have been
achieved this year include: the introduction of the
rural social scheme; the implementation of the
CLÁR and Leader programmes; the organisation
of the EU Presidency Conferences on Rural
Development and Territorial Cohesion; and the
setting up of Comhairle na Tuaithe to address the
walkways issue.

Other priorities in relation to rural develop-
ment for this year include:

Influencing, with the Department of Agri-
culture and Food, the negotiations on the adop-
tion of the draft EU regulation on rural develop-
ment; the completion of, and action on, the
review of rural enterprise supports; a review of
the rural development fund; securing optimal out-
puts from the meeting of the National Rural
Development Forum in Athlone on 1 November
next; the continuation of cross-Border co-oper-
ation in rural development including the con-
tinued implementation of the rural development
aspects of the INTERREG and PEACE pro-
grammes; supporting the Western Development
Commission in the discharge of its functions;
leading the Rural Development Co-ordinating
Committee under the NDP; participation, as
appropriate, in interdepartmental committees
and Cabinet sub-committees on issues appropri-
ate to rural development such as the national spa-
tial strategy, infrastructure etc; and work on co-
ordination in resolving difficulties and exploiting
opportunities encountered by small food
producers.
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Western Development Commission‘.

170. Mr. Hogan asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the amount
allocated to date to the investment fund of the
Western Development Commission; the number
of projects funded; the number of jobs created by
firms funded by the investment fund; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [22687/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): The western investment
fund, WIF, was established under the Western
Development Commission Act 1998. The West-
ern Development Commission, WDC, is the
statutory body charged with promoting, fostering
and encouraging economic and social develop-
ment in the western region comprising counties
Donegal, Sligo, Leitrim, Mayo, Roscommon,
Galway and Clare. As part of this remit the WDC
operates the western investment fund of \32
million.

The WIF was established by the Government
to fill the equity gap that existed in the western
region whereby businesses, communities and
other projects had little or no access to private
sector risk capital funding mechanisms. A key
objective of the WIF is therefore to address this
market failure. Another goal is to create a ven-
ture capital culture in the region and to demon-
strate the potential investment opportunity that
exists. This equity gap continues to exist in the
western region, with only 6% of the funds
invested by the members of the Irish Venture
Capital Association, IVCA, going to the western
region in 2001. The overall level of venture capi-
tal funding fell in 2002 by 40% on the 2000 spend.

The WIF provides funding by way of ordinary
share capital, preference share capital and loan
stock or combinations thereof. The WIF does not
provide grant aid. The WIF will contribute to the
strategic development of the area through invest-
ments in growth-oriented small and medium-
sized enterprises, SMEs, at the start-up-develop-
ment stage, community owned enterprises and
flagship projects.

To date, 60 projects have been approved for
assistance totalling \12.7 million. Of this \9.8
million has been disbursed from the fund to aid
50 of these projects. This has created 791 jobs to
date, 541 of which are either strategic or in small
to medium-sized enterprises and 250 are in com-
munity projects.

Foilseacháin Ghaeilge.

171. D’fhiafraigh Ms McManus den Aire Gnó-
thaı́ Pobail, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta cén obair atá
ar siúl ina Roinn féin nó ar son na Roinne chun
Scrı́bhneoireacht Chruthaitheach Ghaeilge a
fhorbairt agus a fhoilsiú. [22792/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): Déanann mo Roinn sár-
iarracht scrı́bhneoireacht chruthaitheach Ghae-
ilge a fhorbairt agus a fhoilsiú trı́ maoiniú a chur
ar fáil do Bhord na Leabhar Gaeilge, Foras na
Gaeilge agus Taibhdhearc na Gaillimhe atá ag
tabhairt faoin obair sin ar son na Teanga.

Is é aidhm Bhord na Leabhar Gaeilge tacú le
scrı́bhneoirı́ agus foilsitheoirı́ chun ábhar i nGae-
ilge a chur ar fáil a chuireann le suim an ghnáth-
phobail sa léitheoireacht Ghaeilge. Tugann an
Bord aghaidh ar an gcúram seo go prı́omha trı́
mhaoiniú a dhéanamh ar scéimeanna tacaı́ochta
do chomhlachtaı́ foilsitheoireachta agus do
scrı́bhneoirı́ a fhreastalaı́onn ar riachtanais na léi-
theoirı́ Gaeilge.

Maoinı́onn Foras na Gaeilge ceardlanna do
scrı́bhneoirı́ cruthaitheacha ar bhonn leanúnach
agus tá roinnt beartanna eile á maoiniú agus á
reachtáil ag an Foras chun cur leis an
Scrı́bhneoireacht Chruthaitheach Ghaeilge.
Chomh maith le sin, foilsı́onn an Gúm, ar cuid
d’Fhoras na Gaeilge é, réimse leathan leabhar do
dhaoine óga ina measc leabhair chruthaitheacha
do dhéagóirı́ agus do pháistı́ nı́os óige.

Cuireann Taibhdhearc na Gaillimhe go leor
drámaı́ nua-scrı́ofa ar an stáitse. Chomh maith le
sin d’eagraigh An Taibhdhearc comórtas ar leith
do dhráma nua-scrı́ofa i mbliana.

Anti-Racism Measures.

172. Mr. Boyle asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the cost and
quantity of the anti-racism pack recently
launched by his Department. [22896/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Mr. N.
Ahern): The anti-racism information pack
referred to by the Deputy was produced by a sub-
group of the community development pro-
gramme, CDP, national advisory committee,
which focuses on equality and anti-racism. The
pack is not a departmental publication, but my
Department provided \10,000 funding to facili-
tate the design, printing and dissemination of
500 packs.

The pack is intended for use by community
development projects funded under the CDP, as
well as family and community resource centre
projects, which are under the aegis of the Family
Support Agency.

Voluntary Activity.

173. Mr. R. Bruton asked the Minister for
Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the
amount which was allocated under the training
and support services grant scheme for 2004; the
amount allocated to date and to the projects to
which it was allocated; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [22676/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Mr. N.
Ahern): In September 2003 I announced the suc-
cessful applicants for two funding initiatives aris-
ing from the White Paper on a framework for
supporting voluntary activity, the funding scheme
to support the role of federations, networks and
umbrella bodies in the community and voluntary
sector and the funding scheme for training and
supports in the community and voluntary sector.

The training and supports scheme operates on
a multi-annual basis with successful applicants
receiving total funding of \1.83 million over a
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three year period. The funding allocated to the
scheme was \670,000 in 2003, \580,000 in the cur-
rent year and \580,000 in 2005.

Appendix

Funding Scheme for Training and Supports in the Community and Voluntary Sector 2003-2005

Annual Funding.

Name of Organisation Address Funding

\

1 Amen Navan, Co. Meath 35,000

2 Carmichael Centre for Voluntary Groups Coleraine Street, Dublin 7 40,000

3 National Association of Travellers’ Centres Athlone, Co. Westmeath 35,000

4 The Wheel Inchicore, Dublin 8 40,000

5 Disability Federation of Ireland Fumbally Lane, Dublin 8 40,000

6 Macra Na Feirme Bluebell, Dublin 12 30,000

7 Fundraising Institute of Ireland Inchicore, Dublin 8 20,000#

8 Creative Activity for Everyone (Café) Earl Street South, Dublin 8 50,000*

9 Irish Country Women’s Association Ballsbridge, Dublin 4 35,000

10 Volunteering Ireland Coleraine Street, Dublin 7 35,000

11 Business in the Community Lower O’Connell Street, Dublin 1 35,000

12 Cork Centre for Independent Living Commons Road, Cork 15,000

13 Drogheda Youth Development Drogheda, Co. Louth 30,000*

14 Midland Regional Youth Services Athlone, Co. Westmeath 20,000

15 Tallaght Volunteer Bureau Ltd Tallaght, Dublin 24 35,000

16 Sue Ryder Care Ballyroan, Co. Laois 20,000

17 Ballymun Community Law Service, Coolock Community Ballymun Road, Dublin 9 35,000
Law Centre, Free Legal Advice Centres

18 Dublin North East Community Communications Co- Bunratty Drive, Dublin 17 35,000
Operative Ltd. (Near F.M.)

19 Meath Youth Federation Ltd. Navan, Co. Meath 20,000

20 Women’s Sector Military Road, Waterford 10,000*

21 Donegal Youth Services Letterkenny, Co. Donegal 20,000

22 Rape Crisis Network Quay Street, Galway 15,000

23 Exchange House Travellers’ Service James Street, Dublin 8 20,000

24 Children in Hospital Ireland Coleraine St, Dublin 7 20,000

Total: \690,000

* The funding indicated above is in respect of year one of the three-year scheme with the exception of those indicated with an
asterisk which denotes a once-off grant where funding arises only in year 1. This total: \90,000

# 23 projects are being funded. This project withdrew from the scheme as it is no longer functioning entity.

Drug Misuse.

174. Mr. O’Shea asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs his views on
recent research from the Health Research Board
which shows that drug use outside Dublin trebled
between 1998 and 2002 and there has been an
increase in the number of persons seeking drug
treatment; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [22757/04]

225. Dr. Twomey asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the action
he intends to take following the findings of the
drug misuse research division report that the
incidence of treated problem opiate use has
increased sharply and that this increase in the
number of new problem opiate users indicates a
spread of heroin use in the seven health board
areas, with very high rates of treated opiate use
in counties Carlow, Cavan, Louth, Meath and
Westmeath. [22748/04]

The first tranche of funding issued in late 2003
to the successful applicants, which are listed in
the following appendix.

229. Mr. Gormley asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs his views on
the recently released Health Research Board
report on drug use here. [22904/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Mr. N.
Ahern): I propose to take Questions Nos. 174,
225 and 229 together.

The report by the Health Research Board to
which the Deputies are referring — Trends in
Treated Problem Opiate Use in the Seven Health
Board areas outside the Eastern Regional Health
Authority, 1998 to 2002 — was launched in early
September. The report shows that the numbers
in treatment for heroin use outside the Eastern
Regional Health Authority, ERHA, have
increased significantly in that four year period.
As the Deputies may be aware, this is in line with
one of the key commitments in the National
Drugs Strategy 2001 — 2008, which is to increase



1027 Questions— 5 October 2004. Written Answers 1028

[Mr. N. Ahern.]
the number of treatment places available for
drug misusers.

While in percentage terms the increase in the
numbers in treatment in the regions is consider-
able, it is important to bear in mind that the vast
bulk of methadone treatment continues to take
place in the ERHA area. In this regard, the
Department of Health and Children, which has
overall responsibility for addiction services,
reports that at the end of August 2004 there were
7,190 people receiving methadone treatment, of
which 95% was in the ERHA area. This overall
figure compares with a figure of 5,032 in
December 2000 — an increase of over 40%. In
addition, it is worth noting that there are 59 drug
treatment locations in the eastern region, an
increase of 47 locations since 1996, while outside
the ERHA, seven treatment clinics have been
established.

To date, the treatment services in the regions
are undergoing a similar pattern to that observed
in the ERHA area when treatment availability
was expanded, that is, that existing drug users are
much more likely to come forward and present
for treatment as it becomes more available,
accessible and attractive. Accordingly, as the ser-
vices have expanded so have the numbers in
treatment, which is a positive development as it
indicates that services are meeting an existing
demand.

The Deputies should also note that all health
boards are working towards increased involve-
ment of general practitioners and pharmacists
with the methadone protocol. In July 2001, there
were 168 GPs and 233 pharmacists involved in
the scheme in comparison with 219 GPs and 317
pharmacists involved at the end of August 2004.

In relation to the trends in opiate misuse in the
seven health board areas, in particular in counties
Carlow, Cavan, Louth, Meath and Westmeath, I
assure the Deputies that I will continue to moni-
tor the situation. The programme for Govern-
ment calls for monitoring the use of heroin, in
particular outside of Dublin, and in this regard,
the national advisory committee on drugs,
NACD, is in the process of setting up an early
warning system to address this issue.

The Deputies should also note that the best
estimates on opiate use were released by the
NACD last year and research found that there
were approximately 2,200 heroin users outside
Dublin, although a number of these would be in
Wicklow and Kildare which is part of the
ERHA region.

The Deputies should note that the regional
drugs task forces, which were set up to develop
appropriate policies to deal with drug misuse in
the regions, are mapping out the patterns of drug
misuse in their areas as well as the range and level
of existing services with a view to better co-ordi-
nation and addressing gaps in the overall pro-
vision. Where opiate use is a problem in particu-
lar areas, I would expect that this will be reflected
in their action plans coming forward. I look for-

ward to receiving their plans over the coming
months.

Scéim na Mac Léinn.

175. D’fhiafraigh Mr. Gilmore den Aire Gnó-
thaı́ Pobail, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta conas a
d’éirigh le scéim na mac léinn sa Ghaeltacht i
mbliana. [22790/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): Táim ag glacadh leis
gurb ı́ scéim na bhfoghlaimeoirı́ Gaeilge atá i gce-
ist ag an Teachta. Ón eolas atá ar fáil dom ag an
bpointe seo, is féidir liom a rá gur éirigh go maith
leis an Scéim i mbliana agus go raibh freastal
maith ar na coláistı́ Gaeilge samhraidh.

Cé nach bhfuil figiúirı́ crı́ochnaitheacha ar fáil
go fóill, meastar nach mbeidh aon athrú mór ann
ón mbliain seo caite, tráth a d’fhreastail thart ar
22,500 foghlaimeoirı́ ar na coláistı́ Gaeilge
samhraidh.

Question No. 176 answered with Question
No. 148.

RAPID Scheme.

177. Ms Burton asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the position
with regard to the development of the RAPID
programme; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [22780/04]

185. Mr. G. Mitchell asked the Minister for
Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the pro-
gress to date under the RAPID playgrounds
grant schemes; if it is envisaged that this scheme
will be expanded and receive increased funding
into the future; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [22677/04]

209. Mr. P. Breen asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if he intends
to expand the system of co-funding projects with
other Departments for development projects in
RAPID areas; if additional measures are under
consideration; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [22699/04]

216. Mr. Allen asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs his proposals
to expand the RAPID programme to additional
areas; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [22740/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 177, 185, 209 and 216 together.

As I stated previously, in future the RAPID
programme will operate on a number of different
levels in tandem. In the first instance there are
many small-scale proposals from RAPID plans
that can be dealt with more effectively at local
level. To facilitate this, I have introduced a new
delivery mechanism, supported by a dedicated
fund of \4.5 million in 2004, to progress these
proposals. These proposals will be co-funded by
the relevant department or local agency under a
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number of categories, with broad levels of fund-
ing agreed at national level.

A total of \2 million is being provided for the
local authority housing estate enhancement
scheme. This scheme is being operated by the
local authorities and is being funded on a euro
for euro basis, \1 million from my Department
and \1 million from the local authorities, through
the Department of Environment, Heritage and
Local Government. A total allocation of \60,000
has been made to each RAPID area in strand one
and each strand two area has been allocated
\40,000.

Funding of \3 million is being provided for the
current year to support the development of play-
grounds in RAPID areas, \1.5 million from my
Department and \1.5 million from the Depart-
ment of Health and Children. The total allocation
for each RAPID area in strand one is \72,000
with strand two RAPID areas receiving an allo-
cation of \60,000. For both of these schemes, the
local authority in consultation with the relevant
area implementation team, AIT, have selected
the locations for the proposed works.

Some \2.2 million top-up funding has been
allocated to 73 projects in RAPID areas that were
successful under the sports capital programme
2004. All successful projects endorsed by the AIT
were considered for top-up funding, with up to
30% additional funding being provided by my
Department subject to the total grant not
exceeding 80% of project cost or the amount
requested by the applicant. I am considering
additional measures in consultation with my min-
isterial colleagues to expand the system of co-
funded projects.

As regards the larger projects from RAPID
plans that have already been submitted to
Departments, these will continue to be con-
sidered for funding within existing funding stre-
ams in each Department. However, I expect that
Departments will now be dealing with a smaller
number of projects and will therefore be in a bet-
ter position to prioritise projects and set out tim-
escales for further actions. Work on improving
integration and co-ordination of service delivery
at local level will continue, as this is a key com-
ponent of the RAPID programme.

There are no plans to establish new RAPID
areas. However, Deputies may be aware that
Ballyfermot met the criteria for inclusion in the
RAPID programme but was omitted from strand
one owing to its inclusion in the URBAN II pro-
gramme. I am examining this apparent anomaly
at present.

Forbairt na Gaeilge.

178. D’fhiafraigh Mr. Sargent den Aire Gnó-
thaı́ Pobail, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta cad iad a
chuid smaointe i dtaobh thodhchaı́ na Gaeilge
labhartha agus scrı́ofa. [22899/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): Is cuid riachtanach
d’oidhreacht bheo an Stáit agus is acmhainn nád-

úrtha thábhachtach sa Ghaeltacht ı́ an Ghaeilge.
Teanga beo labhartha agus scrı́ofa ı́ agus nı́l
amhras orm ach gur mar sin a bheidh sı́ sa
todhchaı́.

Mar is eol don Teachta, tugann mo Roinnse
maoiniú do ghnı́omhaireachtaı́ éagsúla, go háiri-
the An Foras Teanga agus Údarás na Gaeltachta,
chun todhchaı́ na teanga a bhuanú.

Chomh maith leis sin, bı́onn mo Roinn ag obair
ar son na Gaeilge ar go leor slite tábhachtacha
eile, ar a n-áirı́tear ach go háirithe feidhmiú Acht
na dTeangacha Oifigiúla chun a chinntiú go gcuir-
fear nı́os mó seirbhı́sı́ phoiblı́ ar fáil trı́ Ghaeilge
agus ar chaighdeán nı́os airde, de réir éilimh; agus
maoiniú a chur ar fáil trı́ Chiste na Gaeilge d’eag-
raı́ochtaı́ Gaeilge — Bord na Leabhar Gaeilge
san áireamh — chomh maith le tionscadail ilghné-
itheacha Ghaeilge.

Ó thaobh na Gaeltachta de, tá réimse leathan
gnı́omhaı́ochtaı́ ar fáil ar mhaithe le buanú na
Gaeilge ansin agus ar mhaithe leis an nGaeltacht
féin a fhorbairt agus a chaomhnú. Tá cur sı́os tug-
tha i bhfreagra a thug mé inniu ar Cheist Uimh.
213 ar chéimeanna ar leith atá idir lámha nó tóg-
tha le déanaı́ d’fhonn moltaı́ sonracha i dTuaras-
cáil Choimisiún na Gaeltachta a chur chun cinn.

Nı́ miste a lua freisin go bhfuil Coiste Comh-
airleach na Gaeltachta agus Fóram na Gaeilge
bunaithe agam le tamall anuas d’fhonn comhairle
a chur ar fáil dom maidir le roghanna straitéisea-
cha agus gnı́omhaı́ochtaı́ praiticiúla inmholta ó
thaobh chaomhnú agus chur chun cinn na Gaeilge
agus na Gaeltachta araon.

Sa chomhthéacs seo uile, táim sásta go bhfuil
mo Roinn féin, mar aon leis na heagrais ar nós
Foras na Gaeilge agus Údarás na Gaeltachta a
thuairiscı́onn di, ag tabhairt go diongbháilte faoi
chothú na Gaeilge agus go mbeidh dea-thoradh
ar na hiarrachtaı́ sin sa todhchaı́.

Question No. 179 answered with Question
No. 140.

Insurance Industry.

180. Ms Burton asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if he has
proposals to alleviate the high cost of insurance
on community and voluntary organisations; and
if he will make a statement on the matter.
[22772/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Mr. N.
Ahern): I refer the Deputy to my previous replies
to Questions Nos. 54 and 211 of 3 June 2004.

Stádus na Gaeilge.

181. D’fhiafraigh Mr. Perry den Aire Gnóthaı́
Pobail, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta cén dul chun
cinn atá déanta chun stádas oifigiúil a bhaint
amach don Ghaeilge san Aontas Eorpach.
[22718/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): Mar a d’fhógair mé ar
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[Éamon Ó Cuı́v.]
14 Iúil 2004 ar son an Rialtais, tá tús curtha le
próiseas phlé le Baillstát eile an AE agus leis na
hInstitiúidı́ Eorpacha d’fhonn stádas oifigiúil agus
oibre a iarraidh don Ghaeilge san AE faoi Riala-
chán 1/1958 CEE. Is é an rialachán an ionstraim
dlı́thiúil a rialaı́onn an córas teanga, idir oifigiúil
agus oibre, de chuid Institiúidı́ an AE. Tá an plé
atá ar siúl faoi láthair le hionadaithe na mballstát
eile agus le hinstitiúdı́ an AE dı́rithe ar chom-
haontú a fháil ar na módúlachtaı́ praiticiúla mai-
dir leis an gcuspóir seo.

Nuair atá a dhóthain dul chun cinn déanta sa
phlé seo chun na roghanna agus saincheisteanna
praiticiúla a shoiléiriú i dtaobh an chuspóra seo a
bhaint amach, tiocfaidh an cheist ar ais go foirmi-
úil faoi bhráid an Rialtais. Tuigfidh an Teachta
cén fáth nach mbeadh sé cuı́ domsa aon tagairt
phoiblı́ a dhéanamh maidir le sonraı́ na gcainte-
anna sin sula dtagann siad chun crı́che.

Question No. 182 answered with Question
No. 163.

Proposed Legislation.

183. Mr. Stagg asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs his proposals
to introduce legislation in relation to volun-
teering; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [22795/04]

463. Mr. O’Shea asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs when his
Department will develop and implement a coher-
ent policy on volunteering with accompanying
strategy and actions; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [23220/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Mr. N.
Ahern): I propose to take Questions Nos. 183 and
463 together.

I refer the Deputy to my reply to Questions
Nos. 12, 20, 26 and 34 of 3 June 2004. The process
of examination and consideration of the issues is
continuing in my Department.

Drug Misuse.

184. Mr. J. Bruton asked the Minister for
Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the pro-
gress to date on funding for the young people’s
facilities and services fund; and if funding under
this heading will be made available to all RAPID
areas. [22728/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Mr. N.
Ahern): As the Deputy is aware, the young
people’s facilities and services fund, YPFSF, was
established in 1998 to assist in the development
of facilities — including sport and recreational
facilities — and services in disadvantaged areas
where a significant drug problem exists or has the
potential to develop.

To date, the main focus of the fund has been
in the 14 local drugs task force, LDTF, areas,
which were established in the areas experiencing
the worst levels of drug misuse, particularly her-
oin. However, recognising that the drug problem
is not confined to LDTF areas, funding was also
allocated to four other urban areas — Galway,
Limerick, Waterford and Carlow.

Approximately \75 million has been allocated
to support over 450 facility and services projects
in LDTF areas and the four other urban centres
under the YPFSF. This includes an amount of
more than \13 million, which I allocated in March
and August 2004 under round two of the fund
to support over 100 services and facility projects
targeting young people at risk of drug misuse.
Many of the projects for which funding has been
allocated to date are also located in RAPID
areas. There are no plans at present to extend the
YPFSF beyond the areas outlined above.

Question No. 185 answered with Question
No. 177.

Community Development.

186. Dr. Twomey asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the progress
to date in improving the alignment of structures
of community and local development organis-
ations across urban, rural and Gaeltacht areas.
[22724/04]

194. Mr. Murphy asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the changes
he has put place in relation to the structure and
operation of ADM, in view of the review of
ADM which was carried out earlier in 2004; and
if he will make a statement on the matter.
[22705/04]

198. Mr. J. O’Keeffe asked the Minister for
Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if he
will make a statement on the progress to date to
ensure democratic legitimacy on local boards
appointed to implement development pro-
grammes; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [22741/04]

218. Mr. Murphy asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the progress
to date in the restructuring of ADM. [22723/04]

228. Ms B. Moynihan-Cronin asked the Mini-
ster for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs
the nature and purpose of the review which is
being conducted of the community development
and support programmes under the auspices of
his Department; when this review is likely to be
completed; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [22769/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 186, 194, 198, 218 and 228 together.

I refer the Deputies to earlier questions on this
matter, in particular to my reply to Question No.
151 and related questions on 4 February 2004,
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Questions Nos. 100 and 102 on 9 March 2004 and
Question No. 127 on 27 April 2004.

In implementing the Government decision
detailed in those replies, local and community
development groups were invited to make pro-
posals for improved alignment of structures in
their respective areas. City and county develop-
ment boards, CDBs, were asked to co-ordinate
this process. As indicated in the earlier replies,
funding had been earmarked — \3.09 million —
to support specific co-ordinated measures arising
from this process.

Proposals have been received from all CDBs
and have been assessed by an external consultant
engaged by my Department. As a result of this
process, I have approved proposals from Fingal
CDB for funding. These proposals were very
focused on improving current arrangements with
regard to resources, staffing and geographic
coverage. There were many other good ideas put
forward by the other CDBs. However, they were
asked to take a more focused look at their pro-
posals and to resubmit these by 1 October. I
intend to have these proposals assessed very
quickly with early decisions on funding support. I
hope to be able to build on the ideas put forward
as part of this process with a view to concluding
the review of local and community development
structures in the first half of 2005.

As well as co-ordinating this process, the role
of CDBs in the endorsing of plans prepared by
local and community development groups con-
tinues. With their close links to the local authority
structure, the CDBs can strengthen the demo-
cratic accountability of the service delivery agen-
cies and bodies, as well as promoting an inte-
grated approach to service provision at local and
community level.

As I indicated last April, the first step in the
process of restructuring ADM was the nomi-
nation of new board members by Government. In
the interim the Government nominees have been
appointed to the board. My Department will
work closely with ADM to develop the changes
to the memorandum and articles of association
of ADM necessary for the implementation of the
Government decision with regard to restructuring
the company.

In addition, I have made some changes to the
community development programme. This pro-
gramme supports locally-based groups involved
in anti-poverty and social inclusion initiatives in
their communities so that they can have a role in
decisions which affect them, contribute to a pro-
cess of change in their areas and improve their
quality of life. To this end, financial assistance is
provided to projects towards the staffing and
equipping of local resource centres which provide
a focal point for community development activi-
ties in the area and to other specialised projects
and initiatives.

A total of \20,604,000 has been allocated to the
programme for 2004. There are 190 projects
included in the programme, of which 175 are in

receipt of funding, including five projects in off-
shore islands. A further 15 pre-development pro-
jects have been approved, in principle, for
inclusion in the community development pro-
gramme. A total of \500,000 has been set aside
to fund these projects later this year. Arising from
the review of local and community development
structures, the Government has decided that
public bodies and Departments should look to
existing structures for delivery of new local or
community development initiatives. In this
regard, the Government also decided that any
further community development projects estab-
lished will be on the basis of maximising recourse
to existing structures. Of the 15 pre-development
projects included in the programme, 14 have sub-
mitted work plans. My Department is meeting
with those groups to determine how their projects
can be brought on stream in 2004, in a way which
maximises recourse to existing structures.

In line with the Government decision arising
from the review of local and community develop-
ment structures, the process of significantly
reducing the funding available for intermediaries
such as regional support agencies has continued.
This serves to maximise the resources available
to directly benefit communities. The number of
such agencies with which my Department has a
contract under the programme has been reduced
from 13 to six. The six successful tenders com-
menced their contracts from 1 July 2004.

Rural Development Funding.

187. Mr. Kenny asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the amount
of his Department’s rural development fund
which has been spent to date; the schemes and
proposals which have been awarded funding; and
if he will make a statement on the matter.
[22704/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): As the Deputy is aware,
the purpose of the rural development fund is to
support research, evaluation and pilot actions. It
is not practical to itemise here all projects which
have been supported to date but I am arranging
to have the Deputy sent the information directly.
A number of other proposals, in addition to those
on the list being sent to the Deputy, are under
consideration.

Question No. 188 answered with Question
No. 139

National Rural Development Forum.

189. Ms O. Mitchell asked the Minister for
Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs when
the next rural development forum will take place;
the agenda for same; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [22683/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): The sixth meeting of
the national rural development forum will take
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place on 1 November 2004 in Athlone, County
Westmeath.

The agenda for the forum has not yet been
finalised. However, I expect the programme to
include a progress report on current rural
development policy issues, implementation of the
rural social scheme and the recent draft EU rural
development regulation. In view of the pace of
change — both at national and EU level — in
rural development policy, the agenda is likely to
reflect such change and the implications for re-
evaluation, as necessary, of current policies.

Laghdú Fostaı́ochta.

190. D’fhiafraigh Mr. McGinley den Aire Gnó-
thaı́ Pobail, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta an eol dó na
deacrachtaı́ atá ag tionscal (sonraı́ tugtha) i nDún
na nGall agus an bhfuil iarrachtaı́ á ndéanamh
chun postanna na n-oibrithe a chaomhnú.
[22754/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): De réir an eolais atá
curtha ar fáil ag Údarás na Gaeltachta, tá an
comhlacht atá luaite ag an Teachta i gcoimhlint
le comhlachtaı́ i dtı́ortha le costais ı́seal táirgı́-
ochta. Mar is eol don Teachta, tá coimhlint ghéar
in earnáil na déantúsaı́ochta le roinnt blianta agus
tá poist á gcailliúint sa tı́r seo dá réir, na ceantair
Ghaeltachta san áireamh.

Tuigim go bhfuil caidreamh leanúnach ar siúl i
láthair na huaire ag feidhmeannas Údarás na
Gaeltachta leis an gcomhlacht áirithe seo chun
scrúdú a dhéanamh ar na féidearthachtaı́ atá ann
maidir lena inmharthanacht a chinntiú.

Irish Language.

191. Ms B. Moynihan-Cronin asked the Mini-
ster for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs
his plans to encourage Irish-speaking parents to
pass on the language to their children; the cost of
this programme and its objectives; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [22768/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): I was pleased to launch
a language awareness campaign entitled “Ár dTe-
anga Nádúrtha Féin” on 13 September last, in
line with the recommendations of Coimisiún na
Gaeltachta. The \300,000 campaign is being man-
aged on behalf of my Department by Údarás na
Gaeltachta. The promotion is aimed at increasing
awareness amongst parents of children between
the ages of 0 and 5 — and expectant parents —
of the advantages of choosing Irish as the main
language of the household. The campaign primar-
ily consists of a television and radio advertising
campaign, the provision of a website www.tean-
gafein.ie which offers advice and information, as
well as an information booklet and poster which
will be distributed in the Gaeltacht. While this
initiative has been devised to specifically target
households in Gaeltacht areas, it will also be of

benefit in encouraging the usage of the language
on a national basis.

My Department has for long recognised that its
transmission from one generation to the next is
critical for the survival of the Irish language as
the predominant household and community lang-
uage in the Gaeltacht. It is for this reason that
the Department operates a number of schemes
and initiatives aimed at the maintenance and
strengthening of the language in the Gaeltacht.
These include scéim labhairt na Gaeilge, which
targets families with school going children in
Gaeltacht areas. To further develop its scope and
effectiveness, a review of the scheme by my
Department is now nearing completion with a
view to launching a revised scheme formally in
the near future.

Funding was recently sanctioned by me to
facilitate the piloting of a home visitors initiative
by Oidhreacht Chorca Dhuibhne, which will
involve the provision of support information and
advice on a one-to-one basis to families with
young children who reside within the operational
area of the organisation.

Other measures and initiatives which will help
to further develop the necessary support frame-
work for Gaeltacht parents wishing to pass the
language to their children include a language
planning initiative aimed at further enabling com-
munity-based Gaeltacht organisations in
developing and implementing measures aimed at
strengthening the language at local level; the pro-
vision of an additional sum of \1 million in the
current year to further enable Údarás na Gael-
tachta in the development of pre-school edu-
cation facilities and youth services; and the imple-
mentation of changes to scéim na gcampaı́
samhraidh trı́ Ghaeilge do aos óg na Gaeltachta
for the purpose of improving the number, nature
and effectiveness of recognised Gaeltacht sum-
mer camps.

The successful outcome of all of these
measures is largely dependent on the commit-
ment of Gaeltacht communities and families
themselves in ensuring that Irish is transmitted
not only as a vibrant and viable language but also
as a most important natural resource to the next
generation.

Rural Development.

192. Mr. Timmins asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if he will
make a statement on the progress to date on the
Interreg IIIA Programme Ireland-Wales for rural
development and diversification measures.
[22731/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): My Department is the
measure leader for the rural development and
diversification measure 1.2 of the Interreg IIIA
Ireland-Wales Programme. There is \ 9.8 million
available to the region under this measure. As
measure leader, my Department is a member of
the programme steering committee which selects
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projects and is also responsible for the monitoring
and control of the Irish element of projects in
measure 1.2.

To date, there are nine approved projects
under the measure with a grant value of \3.4 mill-
ion. A further round of applications to the value
of \2.85 million will be examined and selected in
November. Spend under the measure to date is
in excess of \ 1.3 million.

Question No. 193 answered with Question
No. 143.

Question No. 194 answered with Question
No. 186.

Comhairle na Tuaithe.

195. Mr. J. Bruton asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if he will
report on the work programme of Comhairle na
Tuaithe on access to waymarked ways; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [22675/04]

219. Mr. Quinn asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the progress
being made towards a policy regarding access by
walkers and so on to the countryside; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [22779/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): I propose to take Ques-
tion Nos. 195 and 219 together.

The aims and objectives of Comhairle na Tuai-
the are: to ensure that all those with an interest
and concern in the sustainable development and
proper management of the recreational amenities
of the countryside are fully consulted on their
future management; to develop and update, as
necessary, a national countryside recreation
strategy; to ensure that all means necessary are
used to resolve conflicts that arise in relation to
access issues and responsible enjoyment of the
countryside; to raise awareness of the benefits to
and responsibilities of recreational use of the
countryside and to carry out research and training
on related issues and; to allow the benefits and
management of increased leisure use to be stud-
ied closely.

The work plan of Comhairle na Tuaithe for its
first year involves the following outputs: seminar
on its work; preparation draft of a national
countryside recreation strategy; mechanisms for
conflict resolution in relation to access issues and
responsible enjoyment of the countryside; a
countryside code.

To assist Comhairle na Tuaithe in the develop-
ment and delivery of its work programme, my
Department has also appointed a research-
development officer. This officer attends all of
the meetings of Comhairle na Tuaithe and of the
three working groups set up within this body.

These working groups which have met on sev-
eral occasions are working on the examination of
the issues surrounding access to the countryside;
the development of a countryside code; and the

development of a countryside recreation strategy
Comhairle na Tuaithe is now preparing for a
national seminar to be held in November to pro-
mote and develop its work and to identify key
mechanisms and processes to achieving progress.
Based on the advice of Comhairle na Tuaithe and
wider developments, I will pursue with relevant
colleagues in Government any action which may
be necessary.

National Drugs Strategy.

196. Mr. J. O’Keeffe asked the Minister for
Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the
recommendations which were submitted to his
Department by the sub-group established within
the national drugs strategy team; the steps he
intends to take to act upon these recommend-
ations; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [22693/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Mr. N.
Ahern): At the request of my Department, the
national drugs strategy team established a sub-
group to report on and recommend appropriate
pilot projects which might be established to deal
with the issue of cocaine misuse in local com-
munities. The sub-group’s report was received by
officials in my Department within the last week
and the recommendations contained in it are
being examined at present. Following consider-
ation of the report, I hope to be in a position to
allocate funding to implement the recommend-
ations in the coming weeks.

197. Mr. Gogarty asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs his views on
whether safe injecting rooms should be provided
for drug addicts in prisons; and his further views
on whether such facilities should also be available
for addicts who are not part of the prison popu-
lation. [22902/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Mr. N.
Ahern): As the Deputy may be aware, in May
last, the national advisory committee on drugs,
NACD, produced a report entitled Review of
Harm Reduction Approaches to Minimising the
Sharing of Equipment Used to Administer Drugs.
The report was commissioned in response to
action 100 of the National Drugs Strategy 2001-
2008 which called for research to be conducted
into the effectiveness of new mechanisms to mini-
mise the sharing of equipment, for example, non-
reusable syringes and mobile syringe exchange
facilities within particular cohorts of the drug
using population, that is, among younger drug
misusers, within prisons etc.

Arising from the report, the NACD recom-
mended that service provision for drug users in
prison should mirror the range of treatment and
harm reduction approaches which are available in
the community. In this regard, the Government
has been developing drugs services in prison,
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including methadone maintenance, over recent
years. However, full implementation of this
recommendation, in particular in relation to
needle exchange, obviously poses serious issues
within a prison environment and will have to be
very carefully examined. Policy regarding drug
misuse in prisons is a matter for my colleague the
Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform.

With regard to supervised drug consumption
rooms, the NACD report found that the evidence
on their effectiveness is inconclusive. This is in
line with the conclusions of the National Drugs
Strategy 2001-2008, although the strategy did call
for this issue to be kept under review and for the
results of research, both national and inter-
national, to be monitored. The NACD report also
acknowledges the view of the INCB, Inter-
national Narcotics Control Board, that drug con-
sumption rooms violate the provisions of the
international drug control conventions to which
Ireland is a party. Therefore, the position of the
Government has not changed and, accordingly,
there are no plans to introduce such facilities.

The introduction of consumption rooms would
require changes to the Misuse of Drugs Act,
responsibility for which lies with my colleague the
Minister for Health and Children.

Question No. 198 answered with Question
No. 186.

199. Mr. Rabbitte asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if he will
address the funding difficulties of the regional
drugs task forces; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [22762/04]

201. Mr. Neville asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if the
budgetary allocation to the regional drugs task
forces will be significantly increased, in view of
the recent figures released by the NACD, which
highlight the growth of heroin abuse outside of
Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [22695/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Mr. N.
Ahern): I propose to take Questions Nos. 199 and
201 together.

The National Drugs Strategy 2001-2008 pro-
vides for the establishment of ten regional drugs
task forces, RDTFs, throughout the country. Cur-
rently, the RDTFs are mapping out the patterns
of drug misuse in their areas — as well as the
range and level of existing services — with a view
to better co-ordination and addressing gaps in the
overall provision. In this context, the Deputies
should note that an amount of \500,000 has been
provided by my Department, in the current year,
for administrative and technical assistance costs
incurred by the RDTFs in the preparation of
their plans.

The work being undertaken by the RDTFs will,
when complete, feed into the drafting of regional

action plans, which will be assessed by the
national drugs strategy team in due course.
Where heroin misuse is a problem in particular
regions, this can be reflected in the action plans
being developed. I am hopeful that all of this
work can be completed by early 2005 and that I
will then be in a position to bring recommend-
ations in relation to the funding of the plans to
the Cabinet committee on social inclusion.

The Estimates process for 2005 is currently
ongoing and the Deputies will appreciate that the
allocations for my Department for next year have
not yet been finalised. However, it is my intention
that significant resources will be targeted at tack-
ling drug misuse throughout the country and I
would expect the RDTFs to be in a position to
begin the implementation of their plans by mid
to late 2005.

Question No. 200 answered with Question
No. 150.

Question No. 201 answered with Question
No. 199.

An Daonáireamh Náisiúnta.

202. D’fhiafraigh Mr. M. Higgins den Aire
Gnóthaı́ Pobail, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta an
bhfuil staidéar déanta aige ar an gcuid de
Dhaonáireamh 2002 a bhaineann leis an nGae-
ilge. [22787/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): Dı́rı́m aird an Teachta
ar an bhfreagra a thug mé ar Cheisteanna Uimhir
70 den 27 Samhain 2003, Uimhir 527 den 7 Deire-
adh Fómhair, Uimhir 106 den 27 Aibreán 2004
agus Uimhir 56 den 31 Bealtaine 2004.

Faoi mar a bhı́ curtha in iúl cheana féin, is léir
ó fhigiúirı́ an daonáirimh go bhfuil idir ábhar
dóchais agus foláirimh iontu maidir le húsáid na
Gaeilge. Is léir go bhfuil ı́sliú beag tagtha ar lı́on
na nGaeilgeoirı́ laethúla lasmuigh agus taobh
istigh den Ghaeltacht ach is tuar dóchais, ag an
am céanna, an t-ardú ar lı́on na nGaeilgeoirı́ ar
fud na tı́re a bhfuil sé ar a gcumas Gaeilge a
labhairt.

Tá infheistı́ocht suntasach déanta ag mo
Roinnse i mbuanú na Gaeilge sa Ghaeltacht agus
tá sé tábhachtach go bhfuil torthaı́ na hinfheis-
tı́ochta sin le feiceáil sna figúirı́ is deireanaı́. Tá
Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla ina dhlı́ anois agus
prı́omhchuspóir aige seirbhı́sı́ poiblı́ a shóláthar i
nGaeilge ar chaighdeán nı́os airde. Faoi mar a
dúirt mé cheana, beidh sé mar aidhm lárnach
agam i gcónaı́ spreagadh agus tacaı́ocht a chur ar
fáil chun cur leis an méid daoine a bhfuil deis acu
an Ghaeilge a úsáid ar bhonn laethúil.

Question No. 203 answered with Question
No. 164.

National Drugs Strategy.

204. Mr. Gogarty asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs his views on
the annual report of the Merchants Quay project,
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which highlights a substantial increase in the
number of drug abusers availing of its services,
and which states the belief that the national drug
strategy has now ground to a halt. [22903/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Mr. N.
Ahern): I assure the Deputy that the Government
continues to take the issue of drug misuse
seriously and will continue to push forward with
the implementation of the National Drugs
Strategy 2001- 2008.

In this regard, one of the principle aims of the
strategy is to encourage drug misusers into treat-
ment and the Department of Health and Children
— which has overall responsibility for the addic-
tion services — continues to report an increase in
the numbers being treated. In this context, it is
worth noting that at the end of August, there
were 7,190 drug misusers on methadone treat-
ment compared with a figure of approximately
5,000 at the end of the year 2,000 — an increase
of approximately 40%.

To further emphasise the Government’s com-
mitment to implementing the national drugs
strategy, the Deputy should note that approxi-
mately \80 million has been allocated to
implement the two rounds of action plans of the
local drugs task forces, LDTFs; an amount of
\12.8 million has been allocated under the LDTF
premises initiative which is designed to meet the
accommodation needs of community based drugs
projects and; approximately \75 million has been
allocated to support in the region of 450 facility
and services under the young people’s facilities
and services fund. I believe that this investment
of nearly \168 million in these drugs services
since 1996 — in addition to more than \220 mill-
ion invested in addiction services by the health
boards in the same period — could not fairly be
characterised as a lack of commitment on the
Government’s part.

The Government continues to be pursue the
further implementation of the strategy and earlier
this year my Department published National
Drugs Strategy 2001-2008: Critical Implemen-
tation Path which maps out how the 100 actions
of the national drugs strategy are being delivered
and timeframes for delivery. I invite the Deputy
to examine this publication, which, notwithstand-
ing some difficulties, clearly shows that Depart-
ments and agencies continue to make progress in
implementing the actions set out for them in the
strategy. I plan to publish a progress report cover-
ing the first three years of the strategy before the
end of the year.

The Deputy should note that I have initiated a
mid-term review of the national drugs strategy.
The review will examine the progress being made
to date in achieving the overall key strategic goals
set out in the strategy and will enable priorities
for future action to be identified and a re-focusing
of the strategy, if necessary. The review will be
completed by the end 2004 or early 2005.

Réamhscolaı́ocht agus Seirbhı́sı́ Óige.

205. D’fhiafraigh Mr. Deenihan den Aire Gnó-
thaı́ Pobail, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta cén dul chun
cinn atá déanta ag Údarás na Gaeltachta chun
béim nı́os láidre a chur ar naı́scolaı́ocht agus ar
sheirbhı́sı́ don óige sa Ghaeltacht. [22732/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): Mar is eol don Teachta,
tá iarrachtaı́ leanúnacha ar siúl ag Údarás na
Gaeltachta chun cúrsaı́ réamhscolaı́ochta agus
seirbhı́sı́ óige a chur chun cinn agus a fhorbairt sa
Ghaeltacht. Caitheadh \395,000 ar na gnéithe seo
i 2003 agus meastar go mbeidh caiteachas nı́os mó
ná \1 milliún i 2004 mar gheall ar na forbairtı́ seo
a leanas.

Cuirfidh an t-údarás cúnamh suas go dtı́
\880,000 ar fáil i mbliana do Chomhar Naı́onraı́
na Gaeltachta Teo., comhlacht neamhspleách
nua-bhunaithe ar mhaithe leis an gcóras naı́scola-
ı́ochta sa Ghaeltacht a fhorbairt agus a bhainistiú.
Tá bainisteoir, foireann riaracháin, mar aon le
triúr oifigeach forbartha fostaithe chun freastal ar
na réigiúin éagsúla Gaeltachta. Ina theannta sin,
tá ionadaı́ocht ag na naı́onraı́ as gach ceantar
Gaeltachta ar bhord stiúrtha an chomhlachta. Tá
na forbairtı́ seo tábhachtach sa chomhthéacs go
bhfuil 144 stiúrthóir i mbun oibre sna 70 naı́onra
sa Ghaeltacht agus de bhreis ar 1,000 páiste
réamhscoile ag freastal orthu.

Maidir le seirbhı́sı́ óige sa Ghaeltacht, táthar ag
tuar caiteachais de \160,000 i mbliana. Ghlac an
t-údarás leis na moltaı́ a tháinig chun cinn maidir
le bunú struchtúr óige sa staidéar ar ógsheirbhı́sı́
Gaeilge agus Gaeltachta agus ar riachtanais agus
éilimh dhaoine óga a foilsı́odh i Meitheamh 2003.
Dá réir sin, tá cinneadh tógtha go mbunófar
comhlacht neamhspléach, Óige na Gaeltachta,
chun ógsheirbhı́sı́ Gaeltachta a riaradh agus a
mhaoiniú. Tá na réamhchéimeanna á dtógáil i
láthair na huaire agus táthar ag súil go mbeidh an
comhlacht nua ag feidhmiú faoi thús na bliana
2005.

Legislative Programme.

206. Dr. Upton asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs his legislat-
ive proposals for the current term of Dáil
Éireann; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [22784/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): The Dormant Accounts
(Amendment) Bill 2004 was published in June
2004. The Bill is before Seanad Éireann at
present and I anticipate that the remaining stages
will be debated in that House over the coming
weeks. I look forward to bringing the Bill before
Dáil Éireann later this session.

Meanwhile, following publication of the exter-
nal report on the public consultation on 27 Sep-
tember 2004, my Department will be preparing
draft legislation to regulate charities so as to
ensure accountability and to protect against
abuse of charitable status and fraud. At this stage,
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the best estimate publication date for the chari-
ties regulation Bill is end 2005.

My Department is also considering proposals
in relation to clarification and updating of the
functions of Údarás na Gaeltachta. It is antici-
pated that this Bill will be published late in 2005.

National Spatial Strategy.

207. Ms Enright asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the work his
Department is involved in to advance the imple-
mentation of the national spatial strategy; and if
he will make a statement on the matter.
[22721/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): The national spatial
strategy, NSS, sets down clear markets for the
way ahead in rural development and addresses
many of my concerns in relation to such issues as
rural housing, services and cultural identity.

The Deputy will be aware that my Department
is represented on the interdepartmental commit-
tee, led by the Department of the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government, supporting the
implementation of the national spatial strategy.
In common with other Departments, my Depart-
ment submitted an issues paper to the interde-
partmental committee identifying the activities to
which implementation of the national spatial
strategy is linked, the degree to which those
activities currently support the implementation of
the strategy and the potential for better align-
ment between these and implementation of the
strategy. This is an ongoing process. Issues of par-
ticular relevance to the NSS include the
following.

My Department’s CLÁR programme, targeted
at particularly disadvantaged rural areas, sup-
ports the objectives of the national spatial
strategy. The Western Development Commission
has developed a strategy for towns on radial
routes in the West, to maximise the benefit to the
west of the national spatial strategy. A review of
support for enterprise, including tourism, in rural
areas has been commissioned and is nearing
completion.

Two major conferences were held during
Ireland’s EU Presidency on living conditions and
quality of life in rural Europe and on islands,

List of Approved Grants

Group/Organisation Grant (\) Proposal Description

Wexford Borough Council 160,000.00 Provision of three play areas within local
disadvantaged estates

St. Paul’s Scout Unit, Lisduggan, Waterford 95,000.00 Scout hall renovation

Mountmellick Development Association 60,332.60 Building renovations to ensure accessibility for persons
with a disability

Mallow Daycare Centre, Cork 6,029.75 Provision of furniture for daycare extension

Tralee Community Development Project Ltd., 199,912.05 Refurbishment of first floor of centre
Kerry

mountains and sparsely populated areas. The
operation of LEADER+ and the national rural
development programme is continuing and, like
the CLÁR programme, support the objectives of
the NSS.

Question No. 208 answered with Question
No. 143.

Question No. 209 answered with Question
No. 177.

Dormant Accounts Fund.

210. Mr. Broughan asked the Minister for
Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the
organisations which have received grants from
the dormant accounts disbursement fund; the
amount of the grant in each case; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [22793/04]

222. Mr. Crawford asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the amount
of the dormant accounts fund which has been dis-
tributed to date by the Dormant Accounts Distri-
bution Board; and the amount of the dormant
accounts which has been distributed otherwise
and the bodies involved in the distribution.
[22411/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Mr. N.
Ahern): I propose to take Question Nos. 210 and
222 together.

The Deputy will be aware that in June 2004,
the Government announced an increase in the
overall amount that the Dormant Accounts Fund
Disbursements Board may spend from \30 mill-
ion to \60 million.

The board has engaged Area Development
Management, ADM, to administer this round of
funding on its behalf. To date the board has
approved 133 projects for funding totalling
approximately \12.5 million. The details of these
approvals, including the names of the individual
organisations and the specific grant amounts are
attached. Over the coming months, further allo-
cations will be made by the board up to a total
figure of \60 million.

The Deputy will also be aware that a figure of
\10 million from the fund has been allocated to
partly finance the rural social scheme. The rural
social scheme is delivered at a local level by the
LEADER companies.
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Group/Organisation Grant (\) Proposal Description

Monsignor McCarthy Steering Committee, 110,300.00 Renovations to existing community recreational
Athlone, Co. Westmeath facility

Merchants Quay Project, Dublin 8 157,709.00 Managing drug-related neighbourhood programme

Crosscare Aftercare Support Unit, Dublin 7 103,000.00 Development of community programmes to benefit
young people

Youghal Youth Committee (Foroige), Co. Cork 130,000.00 Programme enabling at risk young people achieve
optimum benefit from school

Mayfield Employment Action Project Ltd., Old 5,231.00 Conduct study of community education needs
Youghal Road, Co. Cork

Tallaght West Education Support Forum, 52,300.00 Training programme for isolated women
Dublin 24

Co. Wexford Community Workshop, Enniscorthy 250,000.00 Provision of sports facility for persons with a disability

Irish Rural Link, Moate, Co. Westmeath 45,109.61 Building renovations to ensure accessibility for persons
with a disability

Our Lady of Lourdes Community Services Group, 122,772.00 Refurbishment to provide a youth/sport facility
Limerick

Clonmel Celtic Football Club, Tipperary 49,000.00 Construction of a sports pavilion

KDYS Youth Centre, Kerry 154,357.00 Responding to the personal, social, cultural and
educational needs of young travellers

Co. Roscommon Higher Education Centre 104,000.00 Establishment of a centre to provide a range of third
level certified courses for mature students

Futurama Out of School Transition Initiative, 190,000.00 Extension of support programme for 12 to 15 year olds
Dublin who have left, or are at risk of leaving, formal

education

Ballyowens Meadow School, Stillorgan Dublin 50,000.00 Building an outdoor playground for autistic children

The Swan Group, Sligo 3,053.00 Supporting the local community in being independent
and providing a ‘sound beam’ for use with adults
with complex needs

AWARE, Dublin 2 141,000.00 Expansion of an awareness programme about
depression and suicide to both non-mainstream and
mainstream schools

Eirı́ Corca Baiscinn 47,000.00 To provide supports to increase the employability of
rural adults

St. Olivers Community Management Committee 6,068.00 To repair the roof at St. Olivers Community Centre

North & West Connemara Rural Project Ltd 120,200.00 To develop and expand the Social Care programme
with older people and persons with a disability
throughout North West Connemara.

Donegal Youth Information Centre 37,450.00 For the provision of a computer clubhouse to provide
an outreach service to young people in South and
West Donegal.

St. Laurence O’Toole GAA Club 170,000.00 Floodlit all weather training facility

Cloyne Diocesan Youth Service 131,000.00 Employ outreach worker for drugs
education/prevention

Mayfield Community Adult Learning Project 7,874.00 Equip community resource centre computer room

Avondhu Dev. Group Ltd. 147,299.00 To implement ‘integrate Mallow’ project

Longford Women’s Link, Ardnacassa Ave, 84,272.00 For the employment of a Domestic Violence Outreach
Longford. Worker

Mountwood Fitzgerald Park Community 127,500.00 To employ a family service Coordinator
Development Project

Clonliffe and Croke Park Community Hall 15,000.00 Towards the initial cost of equipment to furnish the
community centre

Kerry Rape and Sexual Abuse Centre 95,800.00 To employ two part-time counsellors

Beacon of Light Counselling Centre 80,000.00 To provide a salary for one counsellor for two years to
counsel young people under 18 and their parents

Collinstown Park School Completion Programme 71,500.00 To employ a full-time youth worker to work directly
with Collinstown Park Community College to
implement school-based youth work activities

The Autistic Outreach Unit 20,000.00 To provide a special educational unit with equipment
for autistic children and children with special needs
within the Co. Tipperary area

The Linkup Project 24,000.00 To provide an adult literacy tutor training program for
20 deaf adults

The Alzheimers Society of Ireland 25,000.00 To facilitate the centre to open 5 days per week

Bantry Integrated Development Group 327,000.00 To develop a structure of home visits for people in
isolated areas of West Cork.

Frenchpark & Districts Childcare, Roscommon 190,000.00 Equipping and fitting out Frenchpark Childcare
facility

Scoil na Croise Naofa, Mahon, Co Cork 10,000.00 Purchasing new computers

Inishowen Women’s Information Network, 100,000.00 Employing two staff
Lifford, Co Donegal
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Nagle Centre, Slievekeale Rd, Waterford 89,578.00 Providing IT training

Blanchardstown Travellers Support Group, Dublin 106,300.00 Hiring a worker
15

Little Bray Family Resource Centre, Co Wicklow 75,288.00 Providing accessible educational courses for parents
and young adults

Knockanrawley Resource Centre Ltd., Tipperary 110,000.00 Providing integrated personal and educational
Town development programmes

St. Saviours National School, Ballybeg, Waterford 35,636.00 Furnishing a ’targeted’ room in the school for various
uses

Tallaght Intercultural Action, Dublin 24 130,000.00 Employing an Intercultural Education Co-ordinator

Ferns Diocesan Youth Service, Francis St, 53,601.00 Extending Coolcotts Community Youth Project
Wexford

Dillon’s Cross/Post Release Project, Cork 34,133.00 Providing education/training to ex-prisoners and their
families

Ballymun Job Centre, Dublin 11 79,127.00 Providing support, guidance and structured
interventions for young early school leavers

Youth New Ross, Co Wexford 121,565.00 Addressing educational disadvantage

Irish Traveller Movement, Temple Bar, Dublin 2 129,510.00 Implementing an education programme

Community Women’s Education Initiative Ltd, Lr 24,726.00 Delivering a community education programme
John St Cork

Barnardos Children’s Services Dublin North, 80,000.00 Employing project worker and assistant
Mulhuddart, Dublin 15

Waterford Pathways, Manor St, Waterford 30,500.00 Delivering a programme dealing with early school
leavers

Ballyfermot Youth Services, Dublin 10 34,000.00 Providing computer training

Board of Management of Ballyspillane 20,000.00 Providing a Homework Support Club
Community and Family Resource Centre,
Killarney, Co Kerry

Blakestown and Mountview Youth Initiative, 78,742.00 Employing of a Resource Teacher
Clonsilla, Dublin 15

EIirı́ Corca Baiscinn, Kilkee, Co Clare 58,000.00 Providing a full-time youth worker for Kilrush town

Dolphin House Community Development 118,000.00 Providing training in all aspects of IT, from basic
Association, Rialto, Dublin 8 computer skills to web design

Kerry Diocesan Youth Service (KDYS, Tralee) 32,500.00 Developing a project focused on, the educational needs
of young mothers

Darndale Belcamp Integrated Childcare Service, 84,000.00 Recruiting a project worker
Dublin 17

Dublin Aids Alliance (DAA) LTD, Parnell Sq, 41,000.00 Training young people in peer education
Dublin 1

Larkin/ Shelbourne Project, Dublin 1 100,000.00 Enabling young boys/girls, who have a talent for
football, to avail of the coaching expertise of
Shelbourne Football Club through the ‘Learning
through Soccer’ programme and continue their
education to Junior Cert level at least

Fettercairn Youth Horse Programme, Tallaght, 184,314.00 Developing outreach action aimed at seeking the
Dublin 24 participation of the most marginalised group

(including potential and early school-leavers,
travellers, young people with disabilities, and young
people at risk) within the West Tallaght area using
horse care as the medium

Clare Youth Service, Ennis, Co Clare 78,828.00 Employing a youth worker to work in Ennis

Tramore YDP — Foroige, Co Waterford 161,625.00 Increasing targeted young people’s participation in
school through individual, group and family support

St Andrew’s Resource Centre, Pearse St., 125,200.00 Providing computer training
Dublin 2

Drogheda Youth Development, Co Louth 167,920.00 Targeting young people to participate in training with
the intention of breaking the cycle of educational
disadvantage

Mellow Springs Childcare Dev, Finglas, Dublin 11 85,790.00 Setting up a language and creativity room

O’Devaney Gardens Forum, Dublin 7 66,943.00 Running after schools activities for children in
O’Devaney Gardens aged between 5-10 years

Kildare Youth Services (Curragh Youth Project) 81,226.00 Recruiting a community youth worker to work with
young people at risk of early school leaving in the
Curragh

Youth Horizons, Dublin 24 45,000.00 Developing a project which focuses on two areas of
assessed need for young people, IT training and
sessional counselling

Barnardo’s Carlow Family Support Project 19,000.00 Building a structure which will provide additional
space and enhance existing use of premises and
services
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Loreto Centre, Dublin 12 48,148.00 Employing a part-time support worker to assist the
coordinator in the delivery of Diploma in Women’s
Studies

Dime Project Advisory Committee, Dublin 1 135,318.00 Developing and implementing needs based
programmes, in the North Inner City of Dublin

Fingal ICTU Centre for the Unemployed, Finglas, 100,878.00 Enhancing and expanding the opt-in programme
Dublin 11

Adventure Sport Project, Dublin 1 113,680.00 Providing an issue-based sports youth programme for
young females aged between 11-17 years in an after
school environment in the North Inner City area of
Dublin

Athy Youth Project, Co Kildare 58,775.00 Recruiting a full-time community youth worker

Athy Travellers’ Club, Co Kildare 50,420.00 Setting up a ‘Breakfast and after schools project’ for
Traveller children aged from 5-16 who live in the
Athy region

Labre Park After Schools Programme 158,920.00 Supporting a group of young boys in transferring
Ballyfermot, Dublin 8 successfully from Primary School to second level

education

Rosemount Community Dev Group, Dublin 14 50,974.00 Providing homework support for primary and post
primary student who live in the Dundrum area of
Dublin

Wexford Education Network 149,616.00 Employing project workers to monitor attendance and
track potential early school leavers at primary and
post primary level

St. Vincent de Paul, Cork 20,000.00 Providing a part-time outreach worker in Cork

Gateway Project, Dublin 7 6,900.00 Providing new equipment and furniture

Taghmon Action Group, Co Wexford 70,000.00 Implementing an integrated, community-based
programme to tackle three specific aspects of
educational disadvantage in Taghmon

FACT Ballincollig Family Resource Centre Ltd, 60,000.00 Providing an Education Disadvantage Intervention
Co Cork Service

Tallaght Volunteer Bureau, Dublin 24 46,762.00 Employing a supported volunteering officer

Bedford Row Family Centre, Limerick City 70,941.00 Maintaining and developing a hospitality information
support and referral service

Sligo County Council 117,800.00 Development of urban regeneration plan for Cranmore
area

Leitrim County Council 40,000.00 Renovations to Drumshanbo outdoor swimming pool

Families and Schools Together, Jobstown, 77,245.00 Employing a project worker
Tallaght, Dublin 24

National College of Ireland, Mayor St, Dublin 1 33,950.00 Providing educational mentoring

St. Peter Apostle JNS, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 41,000.00 Provision of breakfast for school children and cooking
facilities for after school clubs

Family-School-Community Educational 331,396.00 Setting up intervention projects for disadvantaged
Disadvantage Partnership, Limerick pupils

Castlecomer Community School, Co Kilkenny 147,640.00 Establishing the current educational disadvantage
project in two other key locations in the catchment
area

TOFE Program (School Completion Prog), Dublin 37,600.00 Purchasing a bus to collect targeted students who have
15 very high rates of absenteeism

Learning Through Arts Scholarship Programme, 91,000.00 Providing ‘The Learning through Arts Scholarship
Dublin 1 Programme’ for pupils from disadvantaged schools

throughout Dublin

Our Lady Immaculate Junior National School, 10,000.00 Refurbishment and equipping the school library
Darndale, Dublin 17

TASS (Target After School Service), Drogheda 122,750.00 Providing targeted children with after school support

Waterford City Council 200,000.00 Creation of two playground areas and upgrading of
surrounding area

Cavan County Council 278,210.00 Development of a coordinated and integrated youth
service for all, particularly those classified as difficult
to reach

Clonmel Borough Council 3,375.90 Provision of notice boards to enable communities
access to information about service provision,
community activity and training and other
opportunities

Clonmel Borough Council/SEHB 7,449.38 For a marked play space for children and young
people.

Clonmel Borough Council 74,431.03 For the development of a playground for children and
young people.

Sligo Borough Council 203,280.00 To develop the foreshore area, for recreational and
amenity purposes around a large local authority
estate on the northern suburb of Sligo town
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Tralee Town Council 175,000.00 Developing the green area in St. Martins Park

Ennis Town Council, Clare 278,764.79 Development of a recreational sports facility

Clondalkin Community Health Initiative, Dublin 133,230.00 Pilot project to increase awareness of health issues,
22 deliver health programmes, train local people as

trainers and develop a local health alliance

County Leitrim Partnership Ltd. 73,991.00 Providing education and training opportunities to
increase employment

Emotional Behavioural Difficulties Project, Dublin 141,358.00 Introducing the Incredible Years Child, Parent &
22 Teacher Training programmes into schools and

community organisations

Northside Partnership 331,000.00 2 year pilot programme to reintegrate former drug
misusers

Galway Rural Development 430,000.00 To establish a service that will enable greater co-
ordination and integration of educational service
provision in Tuam and Ballinasloe.

The Glen CDP, Cork 67,637.00 The provision of an outreach/development support
worker

The Glen CDP, Cork 6,000.00 Purchasing computers

The Larkin Centre, 57-58 North Strand Road, 147,700.00 Implementing a community arts programme
Dublin 3

Co-Operation Fingal, Co Dublin 66,000.00 Developing a tracking system for young people at risk
of dropping out of the education system

Ronanstown CDP/Women’s Ed Forum, 79,670.00 Employing a development worker
Clondalkin, Dublin 22

Tralee Learning Together Network 137,500.00 Extending after school study support programmes in
the 3 RAPID areas of Tralee and Ardfert rural
community

Drogheda Northside Partnership (DNCP), Co. 41,000.00 Employing a family counsellor to work with the
Louth children and the families attending the eight primary

schools on the North side of Drogheda town

Borrisokane Area Network Development Co., Co. 3,000.00 Providing an ‘Art for Youth’ project which will target
Tipperary disadvantaged children between the ages of 7-12

years of age

Borrisokane AND Company Ltd, Co Tipperary 17,687.00 Employing a youth worker to develop a new after-
school club in Kilbarron and extend existing club in
Borrisokane

North Clondalkin CDP/Campus 47,712.00 Developing a project addressing educational
disadvantage which includes the employment of a
Parent Resource worker

Wicklow Working Together Ltd 22,500.00 The creation of a therapeutic room to provide more
therapeutic support for children and as a place in
which to carry out assessments

National Adult Literacy Agency, Dublin 1 69,555.00 Develop literacy CD

South Westmeath Literacy Scheme, Athlone 17,500.00 Assistance for After Schools Programme

North Cork Adult Basic Education Service, 49,331.00 Education programme for adults who missed out on
Mallow second-level education

City of Limerick VEC Adult Education Service 249,540.00 Development of new services and consolidation of
existing services

Vocational School Abbeyfeale, Limerick 9,600.00 Providing a homework club for disadvantaged
students

City of Galway VEC 20,214.00 Helping young people complete FETAC accredited
modules

Literacy Service, Co Westmeath VEC 116,000.00 Co-ordinating a Family Learning project in areas of
geographical disadvantage

Junior Certificate School Programme 113,500.00 Providing a further 5 schools in disadvantaged areas
Demonstration Library Project, Dublin 12 with a high quality school library, staffed by a full-

time professional librarian

Total Grants (\) 12,511,570.11 No. of Approvals: 133

Rural Development.

211. Mr. Deenihan asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if he intends
to meet with the new EU Commissioner for Agri-
culture and Rural Development, Marian Fischer
Boel, to discuss future rural development funding
for Ireland; the form he anticipates such funding
will take; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [22694/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): I look forward to meet-
ing Commissioner designate Fischer Boel in the
near future.

Negotiations have already commenced at
European Council level on the form and scope of
the next generation of rural development
measures due to commence in 2007. A key fea-
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ture of the Commission’s proposals in this regard
is the inclusion of a complete priority axis of
measures aimed at addressing the critical social
and economic difficulties faced by rural com-
munities experiencing ageing, static or declining
populations.

While it is early days yet in the negotiations, it
is becoming increasingly clear that the detailed
provisions of this axis will significantly reflect, in
many cases, those initiatives and schemes
implemented by my Department, particularly
under the CLÁR programme, rural social scheme
and LEADER initiative. My Department will
have a leading role in advancing this wider rural
economy axis under the regulation.

EU funding allocations to rural development
programmes will be decided as part of the nego-
tiations on the overall budgetary framework for
the EU for 2007 to 2013, known as the financial
perspectives. Until the budgetary ceiling is agreed
it will not be possible to estimate indicative finan-
cial allocations to member states, and even less
so to individual headings. However, in the mean-
time, the Commission has signalled that commit-
ments to member states for national rural
development programmes will be based on a mix
of indicators including past performance. On this
basis, following the very successful experience of
the LEADER model nationally, it is hoped that
Ireland will once again receive a significant share
of funding. It must be recognised, however, that
in a Union of potentially 27 member states and
given the enormous success of the Irish economy,
particularly in the last ten years, it will be very
difficult to secure funding levels close to those
achieved previously.

Question No. 212 answered with Question
No. 140.

Coimisiún na Gaeltachta.

213. D’fhiafraigh Mr. Kenny den Aire Gnóthaı́
Pobail, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta cen dul chun
cinn atá déanta aige chun moltaı́ Choimisiún na
Gaeltachta a chur i bhfeidhm. [22733/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): I measc na gcéimeanna
suntasacha a glacadh le tamall anuas chun moltaı́
sonracha atá déanta i dtuarascáil Choimisiún na
Gaeltachta a chur chun cinn tá na céimeanna seo
a leanas:

Tá Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla 2003 ina
dhlı́ anois, rud a thugann aghaidh ar chur i
bhfeidhm cúig chinn de mholtaı́ sonracha an
choimisiúin agus tá cur sı́os ar an dul chun cinn
agus ar chéimeanna eile atá glactha i
gcomhthéacs an Achta sna freagraı́ a thug mé
inniu ar Cheisteanna Uimh. 22794 agus 22673;

D’fhógair mé i mı́ Iúil go bhfuil an Rialtas le
tús a chur le próiseas plé le baillstát eile an
Aontais Eorpaigh agus le Coimisiún an Aon-

tais d’fhonn stádas oifigiúil oibre a iarraidh don
Ghaeilge san AE faoi rialachán Chomhphobal
Eacnamaı́ochta na hEorpa;

Bronnadh conradh i mı́ Eanáir 2004 ar Acad-
amh na hOllscolaı́ochta Gaeilge, Ollscoil na
hÉireann, Gaillimh, i gcomhar leis an Institiúid
Náisiúnta um Anailı́s Réigiúnach agus Spásúil,
Ollscoil na hÉireann, Má Nuad, chun staidéar
cuimsitheach teangeolaı́och ar an nGaeltacht a
thionscnamh, agus tá cur sı́os nı́os iomláine ar
an dtogra sa bhfreagra a thug mé inniu ar Chei-
steanna Uimh. 138, 141 agus 165;

Sheol mé feachtas feasachta teanga ar 13
Meán Fómhair faoin teideal “Ár dTeanga Nád-
úrtha Féin” d’fhonn na buntáistı́ a bhaineann
le húsáid na Gaeilge mar phrı́omh-theanga
teaghlaigh a chur ina luı́ ar thuismitheoirı́ na
Gaeltachta agus tá tuilleadh eolais i dtaobh an
fheachtais sin sa bhfreagra a thug mé inniu ar
Cheist Uimh. 191; agus

D’fhógair mé nı́os luaithe i mbliana go raibh
ciste gur fiú \1.56 milliún thar trı́ bliana á
bhunú agam chun tionscnamh pleanála teanga
a chur chun cinn sa Ghaeltacht ar bhonn trial-
ach thar tréimhse trı́ bliana; tá na hiarratais
uilig a fuarthas ó Chomharchumainn Ghael-
tachta, chomh maith le heagraı́ochtaı́ pob-
albhunaithe eile, scrúdaithe anois agus beidh
na heagraı́ochta rathúla á aithneofar chun
crı́che aitheantais á bhfógairt agam go han-
luath.

I measc na mbeartas eile a bhaineann le tuarascáil
Choimisiún na Gaeltachta atá idir lámha nó
bainte amach, tá: athbhreithniú ar scéim na gcún-
tóirı́ teanga, ar scéim labhairt na Gaeilge agus ar
scéim na gcampaı́ samhraidh agus scéimeanna
leasuithe curtha nó á chur i bhfeidhm; deontas
ceadaithe le hOidhreacht Chorca Dhuibhne lena
chumasú scéim chuairteoirı́ baile a thionscnamh
ar bhonn trialach; aighneacht maidir le gnéithe
criticiúla a mbı́onn tionchar acu ar úsáid na Gae-
ilge sa chóras bunoideachais agus iarbhunoidea-
chais sa Ghaeltacht curtha faoi bhráid na Comh-
airle um Oideachas Gaeltachta agus
Gaelscolaı́ochta chomh maith le cruinnithe rialta
leis an Aire Oideachais agus Eolaı́ochta agus lena
Roinn; aighneachtaı́ curtha chuig na húdaráis áiti-
úla le ceantair Ghaeltachta iontu chun a n-aird a
dhı́riú ar an ngá atá le polasaithe dearfacha chun
freastal ar riachtanais shainiúla na Gaeltachta;
tacaı́ocht bhreise curtha ar fáil d’Ollscoil na
hÉireann Gaillimh chun oideachas trı́ú leibhéal
trı́ mheán na Gaeilge a fhorbairt tuilleadh sa
Ghaeltacht; moltaı́ déanta i ndáil le hathstrucht-
úrú an chórais faoina gcuireann Údarás na Gael-
tachta cúnamh ar fáil don earnáil réamhscolaı́-
ochta sa Ghaeltacht; agus, struchtúr nua d’eagrais
óige sa Ghaeltacht á gcur chun cinn ag an údarás.

Chun tuilleadh béime a chur ar thograı́ agus
ar ghnı́omhaı́ochtaı́ atá tairbheach don teanga sa
Ghaeltacht, tá soláthar breise de \890,000 ar fáil
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[Éamon Ó Cuı́v.]
do mo Roinn i mbliana chun tionscnaimh dá lei-
théid a mhaoiniú agus chun dı́riú tuilleadh ar
ghnı́omhaı́ochtaı́ teanga-lárnaithe trı́ chéile.
Chomh maith leis sin, tá \1 milliún sa bhreis cea-
daithe agam d’Údarás na Gaeltachta lena chum-
asú dóibh béim nı́os láidre a chur ar naı́scolaı́ocht,
ar sheirbhı́sı́ don óige, ar gnı́omhaı́ochtaı́ na
gComharchumann agus ar sheirbhı́sı́ tacaı́ochta
eile don Ghaeilge sa Ghaeltacht.

Tá mé sásta go bhfuil dul chun cinn suntasach
déanta agus á dhéanamh maidir le cur i bhfeidhm
moltaı́ atá déanta i dtuarascáil an Choimisiúin. Ar
ndóigh, tá rath na hoibre seo trı́ chéile ag brath
cuid mhaith ar thacaı́ocht agus comhoibriú ó pho-
bal na Gaeltachta iad féin, chomh maith leis na
páirtithe leasmhara uile a bhfuil baint acu le ceist
na Gaeilge sa Ghaeltacht.

National Drugs Strategy.

214. Mr. Gormley asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if he fore-
sees the medicinal use of cannabis becoming
legal; and if this represents his Department’s
policy;and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [22905/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Mr. N.
Ahern): As the Deputy may be aware, on 1 Sep-
tember last I launched the first Irish review of
scientific evidence regarding cannabis. The
report, entitled An Overview of Scientific and
other Information on Cannabis was published by
the national advisory committee on drugs,
NACD. The report is part of this Government’s
ongoing commitment to improving our know-
ledge base in the drugs field.

As I stated at the time, I believe the report
shows that cannabis is a complex substance and,
notwithstanding the fact that it is not as danger-
ous as some other drugs, it can have many damag-
ing effects on the physical and mental health of
the user, particularly the young and those who
are heavy users of the drug.

The issue of the use of cannabis for medicinal
purposes is primarily one for the Minister for
Health and Children. However, as the NACD
report points out, studies on the therapeutic value
of cannabis have to date been inconclusive. In
this regard, there are ongoing research trials in
the UK and I look forward to the results of these
trials with interest.

In any event, I am sure the Deputy will agree
that it is vital that we distinguish between the rec-
reational use of cannabis, with all that that
entails, and granting a licence for the use of can-

nabis, or a cannabis extract, for medicinal pur-
poses, under strict clinical supervision.

Rural Development.

215. Mr. Naughten asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the progress
to date on the implementation of county develop-
ment strategies to encourage small rural
enterprise. [22735/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): My Department’s role
in the development of small rural enterprise is
mainly through the work of LEADER compan-
ies. These are independent companies who
deliver the EU funded LEADER programmes
under contract to my Department. Sectoral
agreements are in place at local level between
LEADER companies and the county enterprise
boards, the other main funders of small rural
enterprise. These agreements aim to eliminate
duplication of funding and focus resources on the
most promising proposals at county level. A ste-
ering committee comprising representatives of
my Department, the Department of Enterprise,
Trade and Employment and both of the funding
agencies oversees the operation of the agree-
ments at national level.

The county development boards, CDBs, also
have a key role in bringing about the more co-
ordinated and integrated delivery of local
development and public services at local level.
The boards, which are led by local authorities
which come under the responsibility of the
Department of the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government, are representative of local
development bodies, state agencies and the social
partners. LEADER companies are represented
on all relevant CDBs.

I draw the Deputy’s attention to the position
regarding the review of supports for rural
enterprise which is the subject of Parliamentary
Question reply no. 35 of today’s date.

Question No. 216 answered with Question
No. 177.

Taisteal an Aire.

217. D’fhiafraigh Mr. McGinley den Aire Gnó-
thaı́ Pobail, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta, maidir lena
chuairt ar Ghaeltacht Dhún na nGall ar an 14
Meán Fómhair, cad iad na ceantair ar ar thug sé
cuairt; cad iad na heagraı́ochtaı́ agus na daoine ar
bhuail sé leo; cad iad na tionscnaimh ar deineadh
plé orthu agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas maidir leis
an turas i gcoitinne. [22755/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): Cuairt ar Dhún na
nGall:
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Dé Máirt, 14 Meán Fómhair, 2004

11.30 — 12.00 Cruinniú eolais le M.F.G. Thı́r Chonaill Ionad Bia Ghort a’ Choirce Clár an chruinniú leis seo.

12.00 — 12.30 Cruinniú le MIDAS maidir le hinfreastructúr forbartha pobail Ionad Bia Ghort a’ Choirce. Pléadh
todhchaı́ MIDAS

12.30 — 13.30 Lón

13.30 — 13.40 Taisteal: Gort a’ Choirce go Ghaoth Dobhair

14.00 — 14.30 Cuairt ar oifigı́ Ghael Uladh, Gaoth Dobhair: cuairt cuirtéise ar oifigı́ Ghael Uladh a bhı́ i gceist.

14.30 — 14.35 Naı́onra an Screabáin: cuairt cúirtéise

14.35 — 14.40 Ionad na hOllscoile: cuairt cúirtéise

14.40 — 15.00 Cruinniú le Mick McGinnley agus William Boyle maidir le hOileán Uaigh
Oifigı́ na Roinne, Doirı́ Beaga. Pléadh cúrsaı́ forbartha an oileáin, go mór mhór cúrsaı́ infrastruchtúr,

eadhon, céibheanna agus bóithre.

15.00 — 15.30 Cruinniú le Dónal Ó Gallachóir maidir le Coiste Forbartha Inis Meáin
Oifigı́ na Roinne, Doirı́ Beaga. Pléadh cúrsaı́ forbartha an oileáin, go mór mhór cúrsaı́ infrastruchtúr,

eadhon, céibheanna agus bóithre.

15.30 — 16.00 Cruinniú le Christy Gillespie maidir le leacht cuimhneacháin Naomh Cholmchille.
Oifigı́ na Roinne, Doirı́ Beaga. Cruinniú maidir le leacht cuimhniúcháin Cholmchille, agus aon

chúnamh a bhféadfaı́ thabhairt ó CLÁR

16.00 — 16.30 Cruinniú leis an Athair Neal Carlin maidir leis an Celtic Peace Garden
Oifigı́ na Roinne, Doirı́ Beaga. Chuir an tAthair Gillespie mé ar an eolas maidir le forbairtı́ atá ar

bonn aige, nı́ bhaineann formhór na hoibre le mo Roinn.

16.30 — 17.00 Cruinniú le Hughie Gallagher agus John Rodgers, Inis Caorach
Oifigı́ na Roinne, Doirı́ Beaga. Pléadh cúrsaı́ forbartha an oileáin, go mór mhór cúrsaı́ infrastruchtúr,

eadhon, céibheanna agus bóithre.

17.00 — 17.30 Cruinniú le Cornelius Bonner maidir le bád farantóireachta Árann Mhóir
Oifigı́ na Roinne, Doirı́ Beaga. Pléadh ceist maidir le ı́ocaı́ochtaı́ a dúirt siad a bhı́ dlite dóibh.

17.30 — 18.00 Cruinniú le grúpa ó Fhorbairt na Rosann
Oifigı́ na Roinne, Doirı́ Beaga. Plé ghinearálta faoin Chlochán Liath, athnuachan baile ach go

háirithe, bóithre, cosáin choise, soilse sráide srl.

Cruinniú Eolais leis an Aire Éamon Ó Cuı́v ar an 14 Meán
Fómhair 2004 san Ionad Bia MFG, Gort a’ Choirce ar 11.30
a.m.

CLÁR

(i) Liosta tithe seandaoine a bhfuil drochbhail orthu (pléite
18 Meán Fómhair 2003 in Óstán na Cúirte) — staid reatha

(ii) Céim banaltracha trı́ mheán na Gaeilge a bheith ar fáil
(pléite 18 Meán Fómhair 2003 in Óstán na Cúirte) — amharc
eolas tacaı́ochta.

(iii) Athstruchtúradh oifigı́ (infrastruchtúr) — Ciste na
gCuntaisı́ Dı́omhaoine (Uimhir Tag 02513/04)

(iv) CLÁR: (Amharc eolas tacaı́ochta)

(a) Cumann Traenach (sciar cáilı́ochta i gcomhair scéim
áiseanna pobail i gceantair CLÁR)

(b) Scoltacha tuaithe taobh amuigh de cheantar CLÁR

(c) 3ú phás do thograı́ taobh amuigh de cheantar CLÁR

(d) Scoil Mhı́l a’ Lábáin

(v) Aon ghnó eile: (Amharc eolas tacaı́ochta)

(a) deontas d’obair sheachtrach do bunscoltacha Clár

(b) Ciste Access — Millennium Fund

(c) Interreg 1.4 — Forbairt Pobail

(d) Pleanáil Teangan — Staid reatha

(e) Scéim Sóisialta Tuaithe — staid reatha

(f) Treallamh oifige — staid reatha

(g) Athstruchtúradh eagrais pobail

(h) Togra Pı́olaiteach Fiontair

Question No. 218 answered with Question
No. 186.

Question No. 219 answered with Question
No. 195.

National Drugs Strategy.

220. Mr. Durkan asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the extent to
which he expects to increase expenditure in sup-
port of communities attempting to combat the
drugs problem; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [22911/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Mr. N.
Ahern): As the Deputy is aware, my Department
has overall responsibility for co-ordinating the
implementation of the National Drugs Strategy
2001-2008. The strategy contains 100 individual
actions, under the four pillars of supply reduction,
prevention, treatment and research, to be
implemented by a range of Departments and
agencies.

My Department also has responsibility for the
work of the 14 local drugs task forces, LDTFs,
which were established in the areas experiencing
the worst levels of drug misuse, particularly her-
oin. More than \80 million has been allocated to
the task forces to implement their two rounds of
local action plans. A further \12.8 million has
been allocated to capital projects under the
LDTF premises initiative, which is designed to
meet the accommodation needs of community
based drugs projects. In addition, approximately
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\75 million has been allocated to support the
work of the young peoples facilities and services
fund in LDTF areas and four other urban centres.
The main aim of the fund is to attract at risk
young people in disadvantaged areas into rec-
reational facilities and activities and divert them
away from the dangers of substance misuse.

The Estimates process for 2005 is ongoing and
the Deputy will appreciate that the allocations for
my Department for next year have not yet been
finalised. However, I assure the Deputy that it is
my intention that significant resources will con-
tinue to be targeted at tackling drug misuse
throughout the country.

Polasaı́ Dátheangach.

221. D’fhiafraigh Mr. O’Dowd den Aire Gnó-
thaı́ Pobail, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta cén dul chun
cinn atá déanta aige ó ritheadh Acht na dTeanga-
cha Oifigiúla 2003, agus an bhfuil go leor airgid
ag na 650 comhlachtaı́ pobail chun leibhéil agus
caighdeáin fheabhsaithe seirbhı́sı́ poiblı́ a chur ar
fáil trı́ Ghaeilge, agus an gceapann sé go mbeidh
breis airgid ag teastáil uathu. [22673/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): Tá dul chun cinn sunta-
sach déanta ag mo Roinnse ó thaobh cur i
bhfeidhm fhorálacha an Achta. I measc na
bprı́omh-chéimeanna atá tógtha go dáta: tá
\500,000 curtha ar fáil i Meastacháin mo Roinne
don bhliain seo chun Oifig Choimisinéir na dTe-
angacha Oifigiúla a mhaoiniú agus tá an tUasal
Seán Ó Cuirreáin ceaptha ag an Uachtarán mar
An Coimisinéir Teanga le héifeacht ó 23 Feabhra
2004; rinne mé ordú tosach feidhme ar 19 Eanáir
2004 a thugann feidhm don chuid is mó d’fhorála-
cha an Achta le héifeacht ón lá sin agus ó 1 Beal-
taine 2004 i gcás alt 10; agus foilsı́odh dréacht de
Threoirlı́nte faoi alt 12 den Acht ag tús mı́ Iúil
chun cuidiú le comhlachtaı́ poiblı́ chun caighdeáin
a sheirbhı́sı́ trı́ mheán na Gaeilge a fheabhsú ar
bhealach comhtháite, céimiúil agus aontaithe;
cuireadh cóip ar aghaidh chuig gach comhlacht
poiblı́ agus iarradh orthu a dtuairimı́ a chur ar fáil
do mo Roinnse le breithniú.

Mar is eol don Teachta, nı́ foláir, d’fhoilsigh mo
Roinnse an leagan daingnithe de na Treoirlı́nte
ar an Déardaoin seo chaite, agus d’fhógair mé
chomh maith ainmneacha an chéad 25
chomhlacht poiblı́ atá i mbun dréacht-scéim a
ullmhú i gcomhréir leis na Treoirlı́nte sin. Tá
Scéim mo Roinne féin faoin Acht, a bheidh mar
mhúnla do chomhlachtaı́ poiblı́ eile, foilsithe
inniu freisin.

Maidir le hullmhú scéimeanna faoin Acht, nı́
miste dom a mhı́niú go dtosnaı́onn an próiseas le
fógra i scrı́bhinn chuig an comhlacht poiblı́ i gceist
ón Aire Gnóthaı́ Pobail, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta,
agus go bhfuil tréimhse suas go sé mhı́ ag an
gcomhlacht le dréacht-scéim a ullmhú agus a chur

faoi bhráid. Caithfear a thuiscint, mar sin, gur
beag an lı́on scéimeanna a bheidh i bhfeidhm sa
ghearr-thréimhse.

Mar a dúirt mé, táim sásta go bhfuil dul chun
cinn suntasach á dhéanamh ag mo Roinnse mai-
dir le cur i bhfeidhm fhorálacha an Achta ar
bhonn chéimiúil. Táim sásta freisin go n-éireoidh
leis na comhlachtaı́ poiblı́ na dualgais reachtúla a
thitfidh orthu go céimiúil faoin Acht a
chomhlı́onadh agus go deimhin go nglacfaidh said
leis an dúshlán le meon dearfach agus sa spiorad
ceart. Ar ndóigh, beidh gach scéim dréachtaithe
ag na comhlachtaı́ poiblı́ i gcomhthéacs agus ar
bhonn na n-acmhainnı́ — idir airgead agus foire-
ann — atá acu nó a bheidh ar fáil dóibh le linn
thréimhse na scéime. Nı́ féidir gach rud a bhaint
amach thar oiche agus, mar a dúirt mé ón dtús, is
ı́ an aidhm atá agam ná go mbeidh feabhsúcháin
á mbaint amach — thar thréimhse roinnt scéime-
anna, b’fhéidir — ar leibhéal agus ar chaighdeán
na seirbhı́sı́ poiblı́ a bhı́onn á gcur ar fáil trı́ Ghae-
ilge, de réir éilimh.

An méid sin ráite, is gnó do na comhlachtaı́
poiblı́ féin, ar ndóigh, a chinntiú go gcomhlı́onfar
na dualgais a thitfidh orthu faoin Acht seo sa
chaoi chéanna agus a chomhlı́ontar dualgais faoi
aon reachtaı́ocht eile.

Question No. 222 answered with Question
No. 210.

Leader Programme.

223. Mr. Hogan asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the progress
to date in protecting and developing rural com-
munities and in supporting rural development, in
particular in reviewing the planning guidelines for
small rural enterprises. [22734/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): I understand the
Deputy is particularly interested in the following
issues.

My Department has responsibility, inter alia,
for the Leader programme. In accordance with
the bottom up philosophy of rural development,
the local Leader group is the decision-making
authority in relation to approving actions falling
within its business plan. The approval of grants
by groups is made within detailed operating rules
drawn up by the Department and approved by
the EU Commission.

The success of the Leader programmes has
been in delivering local integrated solutions for
local communities, developed by local communi-
ties themselves. Most Leader projects are com-
munity based though assistance is also provided
towards small rural enterprises and training of
rural dwellers. Progress has been good in the cur-
rent round 2001-2006. Since contracts were signed
in November 2001 there has been a spend of over
\35 million.
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On Tuesday of this week, I officially inaugur-
ated the appointment, through Comhar Leader
na hÉireann, of a small food producer’s co-ordin-
ator who will endeavour to tackle some of the
barriers inhibiting small food producers. The
action plan which the co-ordinator will
implement over the next year covers: co-ordi-
nation between small food producers and statu-
tory agencies, training bodies etc. training and
technical support, farmers markets, food pro-
ducers information guides to contain information
on HACCP, food stamp etc., food awards, food
week, accreditation branding and food safety
issues. I am supporting this initiative through the
provision of \50,000 from my Department’s rural
development fund.

Last week, I announced that I had received
confirmation from David Byrne, EU Com-
missioner for Health and Consumer Protection,
that member states may adopt EU regulations to
provide for flexibility for food consumers. In
addition, the Commissioner stated that member
states may adopt infrastructural requirements for
any food business. These developments should
prove supportive of, and encouraging for, tradit-
ional and artisan food producers.

My Department also engaged Fitzpatrick
Associates, economic consultants, in autumn 2003
to carry out a review of enterprise support in
rural areas including identifying weaknesses or
gaps, if any, in supports and-or their structures of
delivery taking account of EU State aid law, the
National Spatial Strategy and Exchequer finan-
cial constraints. I expect that the report of this
review will be completed in the near future.

Ferry Services.

224. Ms Lynch asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if regu-
lations for ferry operators to the islands have
been finalised; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [22771/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): My Department is cur-
rently preparing regulations in respect of formal
contracts with ferry operators providing services
which incorporate road transport links. It is
hoped to have these regulations published at an
early date.

These regulations, which will be subject to the
consent of the Ministers for Finance and Trans-
port, will set down the agreed destinations for
connecting bus passenger services and will form
the basis for entering into formal contracts in
these particular cases.

Questions No. 225 answered with Question
No. 174.

Question Nos. 226 and 227 answered with Ques-
tion No. 140.

Question No. 228 answered with Question
No. 186.

Question No. 229 answered with Question
No. 174.

Official Language.

230. Mr. Rabbitte asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the position
regarding the status of the Irish language as an
official EU language; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [22763/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): As I announced on 14
July 2004 on behalf of the Government, a process
of discussions has been initiated with the other
EU member states and the EU institutions with
a view to seeking official and working language
status for the Irish language in the EU under
EEC Regulation 1/1958. The regulation is the
legal instrument that governs the EU institutions’
official and working language regime. The focus
in these ongoing discussions with representatives
of the other member states and the EU insti-
tutions is on securing agreement on the practical
modalities in relation to this objective.

Once these discussions have progressed suf-
ficiently to clarify the practical options and issues
arising in relation to achieving this objective, the
matter will return formally to Government. The
Deputy will understand why it would not be
appropriate for me to make any public comment
on the detail of these discussions until they have
been brought to a conclusion.

Question No. 231 answered with Question
No. 142

INTERREG Programme.

232. Mr. McCormack asked the Minister for
Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if he
will make a statement on the progress to date on
the Interreg IIIA Programme Ireland-Northern
Ireland for Rural Initiatives. [22730/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): My Department is a
joint implementing Department with the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Rural Development in
Northern Ireland for the Rural Initiative Measure
Priority 1 Measure 4 of the INTERREG Ireland-
Northern Ireland Programme 2000-2006.

The aim of the rural initiative measure is to
encourage rural businesses and communities to
engage in developing the economic and social
sustainability of the region and, to promote the
development and expansion of cross-border
rural businesses.

Three applications have been approved to date
by the INTERREG IIIA steering committee with
a total grant of over \3.9 million awarded from
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the measure. A further three applications are
progressing through economic appraisal and
when completed will be presented to the steering
committee for final decision.

At this stage in the programme, it appears
likely that there will be a need for a further call
for applications to the measure. The full position
will become clearer when all applications to date
have been fully processed and decided upon by
the INTERREG steering committee which will
be later this year.

Job Creation.

233. Mr. Cuffe asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the number
of job losses experienced in 2004 to date in the
Donegal Gaeltacht; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [22901/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): I understand from
Údarás na Gaeltachta that the information
sought by the Deputy will not be readily available
until end 2004.

The job situation in the Donegal Gaeltacht for
2004 will be established by Údarás na Gaeltachta
through its annual employment survey in client
businesses at year-end. The results of this survey
will be published by Údarás by end January 2005.
Údarás has, however, indicated that it is hopeful
that there will be a net gain in employment in the
Donegal Gaeltacht this year.

Security of the Elderly.

234. Mr. P. McGrath asked the Minister for
Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the pro-
gress to date in advancing and improving com-
munity supports for older persons. [22722/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): I refer the Deputy to
my reply to Question Nos. 1266, 1268 and 1273
of 29 September 2004.

The purpose of the scheme of community sup-
port for older people is to encourage and assist
the community’s support for older people by
means of a community based grant scheme to
improve the security of its older members. Fund-
ing under the scheme can be provided for small
scale security equipment designed to strengthen
points of entry to the dwelling; for security light-
ing and for the once-off cost of installing socially
monitored personal alarm systems. This year the
scheme has been extended to include smoke
alarms. Burglar alarm systems are not covered by
the scheme. The 2004 scheme was advertised
nationwide on 29 July 2004 with a closing date of
13 September 2004.

I have indicated that given the nature of this
scheme my Department will be flexible and
understanding in relation to applications received

after the official closing date. My Department is
currently engaged in processing applications for
the 2004 scheme and grants will issue to com-
munity groups at the earliest possible date.

Question No. 235 answered with Question
No. 154.

Decentralisation Programme.

236. Mr. Kehoe asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if the decen-
tralisation of Foras na Gaeilge has been agreed
to; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [22686/04]

239. Mr. Sherlock asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the position
regarding the decentralisation of Forás na Gae-
ilge to County Donegal; the negotiations which
have been conducted with staff therein; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [22760/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 236 and 239 together.

As I have already indicated, the relocation of
Foras na Gaeilge staff under the decentralisation
programme would be subject to the agreement of
the North-South Ministerial Council. Discussions
in this regard are ongoing and I have met Mini-
ster Angela Smith M.P. to discuss relevant issues.

In the meantime, the question of consultation
with the staff of Foras an Gaeilge is primarily a
matter for the board and chief executive, who
advises that the matter will be discussed in full
with staff interests when a final decision has been
made by the two Governments.

Question No. 237 answered with Question
No. 164.

Question No. 238 answered with Question
No. 162.

Question No. 239 answered with Question
No. 236.

Department Websites.

240. Ms B. Moynihan-Cronin asked the Taoi-
seach if his Department’s website is up to date;
the frequency with which it is updated; if all press
releases from his Department are posted on the
website; if so the frequency with which they are
posted; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [23426/04]

The Taoiseach: The Department of the Taoi-
seach’s website is updated on a daily basis. All
significant press releases are posted on the
Department’s website immediately or at the earl-
iest possible convenience. In addition, statements
and speeches which I make as Taoiseach are pub-
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lished together with any statements or speeches
by the Ministers of State at the Department.

Insurance Industry.

241. Mr. O’Shea asked the Minister for
Enterprise, Trade and Employment his proposals
to reduce the cost and ensure the availability of
public liability and employer liability insurance
for community and voluntary organisations; and
if she will make a statement on the matter.
[23197/04]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Mr. Martin): Following the establishment
of the Irish Financial Services Regulatory Auth-
ority and the end of the my Department’s
involvement in the insurance reform programme,
the Department of Finance will have overall
responsibility for policy and legislation in relation
to the provision of financial services in Ireland.

A key initiative in my Department was the
establishment of Personal Injuries Assessment
Board which I am confident will lead to reduced
premia and improve the availability of public and
employer liability insurance to the benefit of
community and voluntary organisations. By elim-
inating the need for litigation costs where legal
issues are not in dispute, the PIAB will signifi-
cantly reduce the cost of delivering compen-
sation. The PIAB will also offer speedier assess-
ments to the benefit of claimants.

It is generally recognised that litigation costs
add between 40% and 50% to the cost of a per-
sonal injury claim. It is intended that PIAB will
make significant inroads in this figure. PIAB will
however carry out a cost benefit analysis of the
new system as against the system prior to the
introduction of PIAB and this will indicate the
reduction in the level of litigation.

The pricing and underwriting of insurance is a
matter for individual insurance companies and
EU law prevents Governments from intervening
directly in relation to premium levels. However
it is expected that reduction in litigation costs in
personal injury claims will lead to corresponding
reductions in premium levels.

Amnesty International.

242. Mr. Gormley asked the Minister for
Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he has
received correspondence from Amnesty Inter-
national regarding a person (details supplied); if
he can answer the two questions put to him in
the letter; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [23216/04]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Mr. Martin): The correspondence referred
to has not been received in the Office of the Mini-
ster for Enterprise, Trade and Employment.

Decentralisation Programme.

243. Mr. Hogan asked the Minister for
Enterprise, Trade and Employment the reason
the Health and Safety Authority is not meeting
the targets set by Government in respect of
decentralisation to Thomastown, County
Kilkenny; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [23269/04]

Minister of State at the Department of
Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Mr.
Killeen): The Health and Safety Authority is
actively working to implement the Government
decision on decentralisation. An implementation
team reports directly to the chief executive and
progress is reported to the board of the authority
on a regular basis.

Staff have been briefed on the government
decision and discussions have commenced with
the staff unions through the authority’s industrial
relations council. A detailed implementation plan
has been prepared in consultation with the key
stakeholders and submitted to the Flynn working
group. The plan sets out the challenges, oppor-
tunities and issues arising for the authority and
its staff from the decentralisation programme and
sets out indicative timelines for delivery of the
programme together with proposed models for
continuity of service. Proposals are being formu-
lated for optimal delivery of compliance and
enforcement services to all of the country and in
particular the south east, greater Dublin area and
Border regions.

Results from the central applications facility
show that there were a total of 51 expressions of
interest nationally in Thomastown. A more
detailed analysis of grade breakdown and skills is
expected shortly, which will facilitate develop-
ment of the next phase of the implementation
plan.

Discussions have taken place with the Office
of Public Works in relation to identification and
procurement of a suitable site in Thomastown
and construction of a head office facility for the
authority. A detailed specification has been
developed and submitted to the Office of Public
Works in this regard.

Work Permits.

244. Mr. Cregan asked the Minister for
Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will
report on the work permit application of a person
(details supplied); the reason a renewal appli-
cation for this person has been strung out for the
past two years; the nature of the difficulties; and
if renewal of the work permit can be given with-
out further delay. [23384/04]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Mr. Martin): I am informed that there is
no record of a valid renewal application having
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been received in my Department in respect of the
individual concerned.

Department Websites.

245. Ms B. Moynihan-Cronin asked the Mini-
ster for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if his
Department’s website is up to date; the frequency
with which it is updated; if all press releases from
his Department are posted on the website; if so
the frequency with which they are posted; and if
he will make a statement on the matter.
[23427/04]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Mr. Martin): As the provision of timely
and accurate information on the website is a
Departmental priority it is updated daily. All my
Department’s press releases are posted to the
website at approximately the same time as they
are issued via e-mail and fax.

My Department encourages feedback on its
website and there is an on-line facility for users
to rate the site under different headings and to
make suggestions as to how it might be improved.
Feedback on the website receives immediate
attention from the information resource unit. If
the Deputy has a specific query in relation to the
website the information resource unit would be
glad to be of assistance and can be contacted via
the “Contact Us” icon on our home page.

Soft Drinks Industry.

246. Mr. O’Connor asked the Minister for
Enterprise, Trade and Employment his proposals
to control the price of soft drinks; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [23451/04]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Mr. Martin): Price control is a failed policy
which, when it was most active in the 1980s,
resulted in the maximum prices for products
being in effect the minimum price. I believe that
increased competition and consumer vigilance are
the best ways to ensure that markets deliver value
for money to consumers.

There is legislation in place designed to help
consumers to make a conscious decision before
they enter a licensed premises. The Retail Price
(Beverages in Licensed Premises) Display Order
1991 requires that the price of alcoholic and soft
drinks must be displayed just outside or immedi-
ately inside each entrance to a licensed premises.

Jobs Initiative.

247. Mr. Crowe asked the Minister for
Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he intends
addressing the discrimination preventing married
women who, due to the fact that they have not
been in receipt of State benefit, are excluded
from participating in the jobs initiative pro-
gramme. [23452/04]

248. Mr. Crowe asked the Minister for
Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he has pro-
posals for reducing the number of years one must
be on State benefit from five to three years for
persons waiting to take part in the jobs initiative
programme. [23453/04]

249. Mr. Crowe asked the Minister for
Enterprise, Trade and Employment if widows are
excluded from participating in the jobs initiative
programme. [23454/04]

Minister of State at the Department of
Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Mr.
Killeen): I propose to take Questions Nos. 247 to
249, inclusive, together.

The jobs initiative programme is a work experi-
ence programme for persons 35 years of age or
older who have been unemployed for five years
or longer. Participants are offered temporary full-
time employment for a period of three years. The
fundamental objective of the programme is to
prepare participants to progress into mainstream
jobs.

The jobs initiative is a relatively small pro-
gramme with an average of 2,100 places available
in 2004. To date, eligibility has focused on disad-
vantaged persons removed from the labour mar-
ket, that is, long-term unemployed persons in
receipt of an unemployment payment and lone
parents in receipt of the one parent family pay-
ment. Spouses of unemployed persons may also
qualify. There are no plans to change the eligi-
bility criteria for participation on jobs initiative
schemes at present.

Disability Support Service.

250. Mr. Rabbitte asked the Minister for
Enterprise, Trade and Employment the role his
Department will play in supervising and monitor-
ing the disability package announced by the
Government on 21 September 2004; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [23800/04]

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment (Mr. Martin): Under the Disability Bill
2004, my Department is one of six Departments
required to draw up sectoral plans, as part of the
national disability strategy for positive action
measures to support participation by people with
disabilities in Irish society.

The key focus of the outline sectoral plan
developed by my Department is to facilitate and
improve access to vocational training and
employment opportunities for people with dis-
abilities. As provided for in the Bill, details of the
outline sectoral plans are subject to consultation
with relevant interest groups before completion
and presentation to Dáil Éireann within a year
of commencement of Part 3 of the Bill. The Bill
provides that the plans will come into effect sub-
ject to a positive resolution by Dáil Éireann.



1069 Questions— 5 October 2004. Written Answers 1070

Subject to approval of the Bill by the
Oireachtas, my Department will establish a sys-
tem for monitoring progress on the implemen-
tation of the sectoral plan, and all agencies under
the Department’s remit will submit an annual
report on the progress achieved.

Departmental Websites.

251. Ms B. Moynihan-Cronin asked the Mini-
ster for Defence if his Department’s website is up
to date; the frequency with which it is updated; if
all press releases from his Department are posted
on the website; if so the frequency with which
they are posted; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [23428/04]

Minister for Defence (Mr. O’Dea): The
Department’s website, www.defence.ie is up to
date. The site is updated by the information sys-
tems branch as required. All Departmental press
releases are published on the website as they as
issued by the Department’s press office.

Decentralisation Programme.

252. Mr. Wall asked the Minister for Defence
the progress made in regard to the decentralis-
ation of the Army to the Curragh; the number of
staff that have declared an interest in relocating
to the Curragh; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [23538/04]

Minister for Defence (Mr. O’Dea): The
Defence Forces headquarters decentralisation
implementation group is planning for the relo-
cation of those elements of the headquarters that
will be relocated to the Curragh. Some elements
of Defence Forces headquarters will also be relo-
cated to Newbridge with my Department.

The relocation will take place in two to three
years’ time. A site for the headquarters has been
selected and initial meetings with the Office of
Public Works have taken place. In addition plan-
ning for the provision of the necessary support
functions and appropriate command and control
arrangements for the new headquarters is
underway.

253. Mr. Wall asked the Minister for Defence
the position in regard to the sourcing of a site for
the decentralisation of his Department to New-
bridge, County Kildare; the number of staff that
have declared an interest in relocating to New-
bridge; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [23539/04]

Minister for Defence (Mr. O’Dea): The Office
of Public Works is currently in discussions with
Kildare County Council regarding the possible
acquisition of a site in Newbridge for the Depart-
ment’s new headquarters. A total of 385 person-
nel, of whom 78 are currently serving in the
Department, have declared an interest in relocat-

ing to Newbridge. The number of staff to be relo-
cated to Newbridge is 200.

Grant Payments.

254. Mr. Ring asked the Minister for Agri-
culture and Food when a person (details
supplied) in County Mayo will receive a forestry
maintenance payment. [23576/04]

Minister for Agriculture and Food (Mary
Coughlan): This plantation is currently the sub-
ject of a field inspection by the forest service of
my Department. I have asked that a decision in
the matter be given as quickly as possible.

255. Mr. Connaughton asked the Minister for
Agriculture and Food the reason a person (details
supplied) in County Galway has not received a
single payment entitlement letter; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [23196/04]

Minister for Agriculture and Food (Mary
Coughlan): Amendments to the single payment
database in respect of all premia claimed during
the reference years by the person named have not
yet been finalised. A statement of provisional
entitlements will issue when the necessary
amendments have been processed.

256. Mr. Kehoe asked the Minister for Agri-
culture and Food the position regarding the appli-
cation under the scheme of investment aid for the
potato sector for a person (details supplied) in
County Wexford; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [23236/04]

Minister for Agriculture and Food (Mary
Coughlan): The applicant referred to was one of
140 potato growers who applied for grant aid
under the first round of the 2000-2006 NDP
scheme for capital investment in the potato sec-
tor. The first round of the scheme covered the
period January 2001 to December 2002. The
applicant was one of 102 who was not approved
for grant aid and he was notified to that effect in
August 2001. There has been no further round of
the scheme since then.

Rural Environment Protection Scheme.

257. Mr. Penrose asked the Minister for Agri-
culture and Food the reason her Department is
seeking repayment from the estate of a person
(details supplied) in County Westmeath; the
further reason the spouse of the person was not
allowed to continue on for the final and fifth year
of the REP scheme plan; if she will take steps to
have the matter reviewed; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [23334/04]

Minister for Agriculture and Food (Mary
Coughlan): The person named began his REPS
contract on 1 May 2001. He died on 1 July 2003,
during the third year of his contract. My Depart-
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[Mary Coughlan.]
ment issued his third-year REPS payment on 31
July 2003.

REPS payments are made annually in advance.
Where a participant in REPS dies within the
period of the REPS contract, the contract is
terminated and my Department does not look for
a refund of payments already made. In this case,
however, because the person named had died
before payment issued for the third year of his
contract my Department has no option but to
seek a refund. Although the original contract is
terminated, the widow of the person named is
free to apply for REPS in her own right.

Special Beef Premium.

258. Mr. Penrose asked the Minister for Agri-
culture and Food the reason a person (details
supplied) in County Westmeath is to have a pen-
alty imposed upon them in relation to their appli-
cation for special beef premium; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [23335/04]

Minister for Agriculture and Food (Mary
Coughlan): The person named has to date lodged
two applications under the 2004 EU special beef
premium scheme; one on 25 March 2004 in
respect of five animals and one on 20 April 2004
in respect of one animal.

Under the terms and conditions of the scheme
all animals are required to be CMMS compliant
on the date of application. Following computer
validation, two of the animals included on the
application of 25 March 2004 were identified as
non-CMMS compliant on the date of application,
in that their movements were not recorded on the
CMMS database until 24 June 2004. The person
named was written to on 4 August 2004 and 6
September 2004 advising that the animals in ques-
tion would accordingly be rejected from the
application and was informed of the right of
appeal. To date the person named has not availed
of this opportunity.

Question No. 259 withdrawn.

Grant Payments.

260. Mr. Hayes asked the Minister for Agri-
culture and Food the reason a person (details
supplied) in County Tipperary has not received
payment under the suckler cow scheme over the
past number of years. [23343/04]

Minister for Agriculture and Food (Mary
Coughlan): The person named did not apply for
suckler cow premium in 2000 or 2001. In 2000 she
held a quota for nine premium rights but did not
use it in that year. Under EU regulations a person
holding a suckler quota for seven premium rights
or more must, except in duly justified exceptional
circumstances, use at least 90% of their quota
every year otherwise the part unused is with-

drawn and transferred to the national reserve. My
Department issued a letter to her on 7 September
2000 advising her that she did not use her suckler
quota and that if she was unable to do so due to
exceptional circumstances she should reply stat-
ing her reasons for non use and her case would
be considered. She did not reply to this letter and
as result her quota was transferred to the
national reserve.

She applied for suckler cow premium in 2002
but her application could not be processed
because she failed to return it after it was sent
back to her to be fully completed. She applied for
premium on nine suckler cows in 2003 but was
not paid because she has no suckler quota. My
Department contacted her on 28 July and 8
August 2003 advising her to submit reasons for
non use of her quota in 2000. However she has
failed to do so. Therefore, as she has no suckler
quota she cannot be paid premium under the
2003 suckler cow premium scheme.

261. Mr. Ring asked the Minister for Agri-
culture and Food if a payment or compensation
can be awarded to a person (details supplied) in
County Mayo following the discovery of a reactor
in their herd in April 2004 in view of the hardship
this matter has imposed on them. [23402/04]

Minister for Agriculture and Food (Mary
Coughlan): The valuation payment in respect of
the reactor animal disclosed in the herd of the
person concerned was paid on 28 April 2004. The
holding was de-restricted on 17 August 2004 and
the person concerned is free to trade since then.
The herdowner does not meet the conditions for
income supplement or hardship grant schemes.

262. Mr. Ring asked the Minister for Agri-
culture and Food when a person (details
supplied) in County Mayo will receive the REP
scheme payment for 2004. [23423/04]

Minister for Agriculture and Food (Mary
Coughlan): The person named submitted his
application for payment on 13 August 2004 and
it is being processed in accordance with the tar-
gets set out in the protocol on direct payments
to farmers.

Departmental Websites.

263. Ms B. Moynihan-Cronin asked the Mini-
ster for Agriculture and Food if her Department’s
website is up-to-date; the frequency with which it
is updated; if all press releases from her Depart-
ment are posted on the website; if so the fre-
quency with which they are posted; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [23429/04]

Minister for Agriculture and Food (Mary
Coughlan): It is the policy of my Department to
maintain current information on the website and
it is updated as requirements demand. All press
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releases are routinely posted to the website at the
time of issue.

Milk Quota.

264. Mr. Timmins asked the Minister for Agri-
culture and Food the position in relation to the
restrictions on off farm income in relation to the
milk partnership; if, in view of inflation and so
on, she will increase the sum of \22,000; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [23458/04]

Minister for Agriculture and Food (Mary
Coughlan): The objective of the partnership
arrangements is to cater for the establishment of
a genuine partnership which entails a substantial
involvement in the operation of the enterprise by
each of the parties concerned. In order to ensure
this, it was necessary to put a limit on the level
of off-farm income which can be earned by each
participating partner.

Advice in this matter was received from rep-
resentatives of a wide range of interests in the
industry. The partnership arrangements operate
on a national basis and must accordingly be sub-
ject to common rules. At present the limit for off
farm income in the case of standard partnerships
is \24,000 per annum while that for new entrant
— parent partnerships is \22,000 per annum. The
regulations also provide for an exemption from
these limits in certain circumstances. I will, of
course, keep the operation of the current rules,
including the level of off farm income under
review and will make any appropriate changes
where that is shown to be necessary.

265. Mr. Timmins asked the Minister for Agri-
culture and Food the position in relation to the
milk partnership if a son who was unemployed
when the partnership started has subsequently
found work with a salary of \29,000; the percent-
age of the milk quota a father may be allowed to
hold on to; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [23459/04]

Minister for Agriculture and Food (Mary
Coughlan): The regulations concerning milk pro-
duction partnerships require that the off farm
income of a partner in a new entrant-parent part-
nership cannot exceed \22,000 during any year.
Where this limit is exceeded the partnership
cannot remain registered, other than where a
specific exemption for that year has been applied
for and granted. On removal from the register,
the regulations provide that, on application from
the parties concerned, the amount of quota to be
transferred to each producer and the amount to
be sold back into the restructuring scheme, or
added to the national reserve shall be determined
by the Minister.

No such application has been received from the
parties in any specific case. On receipt of such an
application I will have the matter duly con-
sidered. I would emphasise, however, that the

new entrant-parent partnership arrangement was
specifically introduced to allow sons or daughters
of existing milk producers working a holding with
a parent to have access to quota under the
restructuring scheme.

Grant Payments.

266. Mr. Connaughton asked the Minister for
Agriculture and Food when a slatted house grant
will be awarded to a person (details supplied) in
County Galway; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [23569/04]

Minister for Agriculture and Food (Mary
Coughlan): The above-named person is an appli-
cant under the farm waste management scheme.
Outstanding documentation which was requested
from the applicant in this case was recently
received by my Department and a final inspection
of the investment works was completed. Payment
will issue shortly to the person concerned.

267. Mr. Ring asked the Minister for Agri-
culture and Food the compensation available to
persons (details supplied) in County Mayo fol-
lowing the outbreak of BSE in their herd; when
they will be compensated for the slaughtered
stock; and the help available to them. [23570/04]

Minister for Agriculture and Food (Mary
Coughlan): A case of BSE was confirmed in this
herd on 10 September 2004 and the herd was
depopulated on 21 and 22 September. BSE legis-
lation provides that farmers are compensated at
current market value rates for animals that have
been depopulated as a result of BSE. Re-popu-
lation is normally permitted 30 days after satisfac-
tory completion of cleansing-disinfection so the
farmer need not be out of business for a pro-
longed period of time. There is no provision for
payment of other compensation in respect of
BSE depopulations.

In the present case, a number of anomalies
have been identified in respect of animals in this
herd and recorded on the Department’s cattle
movement monitoring system, CMMS. Payment
cannot be processed until these aspects are
resolved.

Teagasc provides a special advisory service for
herdowners whose herds are depopulated
resulting from a national disease eradication pro-
gramme, for example, BSE. There are no fees or
charges for this special service and the service can
be accessed by contacting the chief agricultural
officer at Teagasc, Kinsealy, County Dublin.

Pensions Provision.

268. Mr. N. O’Keeffe asked the Minister for
Finance the details and new rates of the pension
recommended for persons (details supplied).
[23215/04]
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Minister for Finance (Mr. Cowen): Like all
public servants, non-nursing staff in the Southern
Health Board have the potential to benefit on
retirement from some of the recent changes with
regard to public service pensions. Any new rates
which might apply would depend on the circum-
stances of the individual.

The information set out as follows provides
information on the changes announced in Sep-
tember 2004, to which I assume the Deputy is
referring.

The cost-neutral early retirement facility will
allow public servants to retire early with actu-
arially reduced superannuation benefits. Workers
whose current minimum pension age is 60 will be

Table: Factors to be applied to preserved benefits to derive actuarially reduced benefits.

Members with a preserved age of 60 Members with a preserved age of 65

age last birthday pension lump sum age last birthday pension lump sum

% % % %

50 62.4 82.2 55 58.2 82.4

51 65.1 83.9 56 61.1 84.0

52 67.9 85.5 57 64.1 85.6

53 71.0 87.2 58 67.4 87.3

54 74.3 88.9 59 71.0 89.0

55 77.8 90.7 60 74.8 90.7

56 81.6 92.4 61 79.0 92.5

57 85.7 94.3 62 83.6 94.3

58 90.1 96.1 63 88.5 96.1

59 94.8 98.0 64 94.0 98.0

Integration formula: Public servants with full
social insurance get an old age contributory pen-
sion, OACP, and their public service occu-
pational pension is reduced to take account of
this fact. This process, known as integration, can
mean that lower-paid workers get only small
public service pensions, or none at all. The calcu-
lation formula underlying integration is being
adjusted to deliver a boost to the public service
pension income of lower paid public servants.
Accrual rates under the new formula are 1/200th
for pensionable remuneration below 31/3rd times
OACP and 1/80th for pensionable remuneration
in excess of this limit.

This revision represents an improvement in
rates of occupational pension for lower paid
workers, without any requirement to increase
contribution rate. The current salary “cut-off
point” below which workers and retired public
servants will benefit from this revision is \557.67
per week or \29,099 per annum. Persons with
remuneration above this level are unaffected. For
an employee, therefore, on, say, \25,000 per
annum, with maximum service at retirement, the
annual increase in pension benefits would be in
the order of \1,230 — that is, \23.57 a week. The
revised basis of calculation will apply to existing

able to avail of the facility from age 50 upwards,
while those whose minimum pension age is 65 will
be eligible from age 55 upwards. This facility is
being made available to serving staff and the
option will be extended to staff who resigned with
an entitlement to preserved superannuation
benefits as and from 1 April 2004. Superannu-
ation benefits in such cases will be based on pen-
sionable service at the time of resignation
reduced, appropriately, to take account of early
payment. An outline of the table to be used for
this purpose is set out following.

The table shows the values for each full year of
age; adjustments based on exact age — that is,
years and days — will be made when calculating
actual benefits due.

pensioners with effect from 1 January 2004 and
all relevant retirees as and from that date.

Pro rata integration, as opposed to full inte-
gration which applies at present, will apply to
part-time public servants and relevant pensioners
with full social insurance, as and from 20
December 2001. The terms full and pro-rata inte-
gration refer to different methods of co-ordinat-
ing OACP with public service occupational pen-
sion in the case of part time employees.

The new method of pro rata calculation along
with the new integration formula will be of sig-
nificant benefit to part timers. For example, the
value of the increase in the occupational pension
of a part-time employee on, say, \15,000 per
annum, with maximum service at retirement,
would be in the order of \3,135 per annum or \60
per week. The revision to the integration formula
— see earlier paragraph — may also further
increase benefits payable to certain part-time
employees.

Existing schemes of notional added years will
be replaced, for new entrants, from a current
date, by a single transitional scheme which will be
reviewed in 2015. The commission had recom-
mended the abolition of such schemes. Following
discussion with the unions however, the Govern-
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ment has decided to replace the existing schemes
with a new interim scheme with a lower
maximum award.

The calculation of pension on variable pension-
able allowances will be based on the best three
consecutive years in the ten years preceding
retirement, rather than on the three years
immediately prior to retirement, as at present.
The new system will apply to relevant staff who
retire or have retired from the public service as
and from 1 April 2004.

The current pension interest rate, which
applies, in particular, to repayment of marriage
gratuities, will be cut from 6% to 4% in respect
of repayment due for periods from 14 November
2000 onwards. Implementation of the various
changes will commence as soon as detailed guide-
lines have been prepared and circulated by my
Department. The preparation of these guidelines
is being addressed, as a matter of urgency, by my
officials. Public service pensioners who may have
entitlement to benefit from any of these changes,
including those who were employed by the South-
ern Health Board, will have such benefit passed
on to them, as soon as practicable. In general,
there should be no need for individuals to make
application in advance of payment.

Tax Code.

269. Mr. Hogan asked the Minister for Finance
when tax refunds will issue to a company (details
supplied) in County Kilkenny in order to allow
redundancy payments to be made; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [23264/04]

Minister for Finance (Mr. Cowen): I am
informed by the Revenue Commissioners that a
claim for repayment was made by the company
on 6 August 2004. The Revenue Commissioners
requested clarification of the claim and amounts
involved from the company’s accountants. Final
details to enable the claim to be dealt with were
received on 23 September and I understand that
amended assessments for the years concerned
and repayments will issue within the next few
days.

270. Mr. Hogan asked the Minister for Finance
the reasons for preferential treatment in the
excise code for certain heavy machinery and
cranes; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [23265/04]

Minister for Finance (Mr. Cowen): I assume
the Deputy is referring to excise duty on diesel.
Diesel is liable to mineral oil tax, MOT, at a rate
of \368.05 per 1,000 litres when used for combus-
tion in the engine of a motor vehicle and at a rate
of \31.74 per 1,000 litres in other cases.

For MOT purposes, under section 94(1) of the
Finance Act 1999 the term “motor vehicle”
excludes agricultural tractors, road rollers, off-
road dumpers, mobile cranes, mobile well-drilling
equipment and mobile concrete pumping equip-
ment which accordingly benefit from the lower

rate. All of these exclusions cover vehicles whose
primary purpose is not transportation of persons
or goods on roads but which are used mainly on
construction sites. In addition, the fuel is used not
only for propulsion but to power specialised
equipment such as cranes, drills and pumps on
the vehicles.

EU law — Council Directive 2003/96/EC — on
the taxation of energy products requires in prin-
ciple a uniform rate of excise duty on auto-diesel.
However, member states are allowed to apply
rate differentiation, subject to minimum rates, to
various stated categories of product or use includ-
ing — Article 8 — “plant and machinery used in
construction, civil engineering and public works”
and “vehicles intended for use off the public
roadway or which have not been granted author-
isation for use mainly on the public roadway”. A
number of other Member States avail of this
provision.

As regards vehicle registration tax, special pur-
pose vehicles which are defined in section 135A
of Finance Act 1992 as vehicles “designed, con-
structed or adapted solely or mainly for a purpose
other than the carriage of persons or goods”, are
exempt. However, if the vehicle is to be used on
roads, travelling from site to site by means of its
own mechanical propulsion, there is a require-
ment to register the vehicle. The VRT category in
this instance would be \50 — category C vehicle.

Departmental Websites.

271. Ms B. Moynihan-Cronin asked the Mini-
ster for Finance if his Department’s website is up-
to-date; the frequency with which it is updated; if
all press releases from his Department are posted
on the website; if so the frequency with which
they are posted. [23430/04]

Minister for Finance (Mr. Cowen): My Depart-
ment’s website is updated on an ongoing basis.
The Department endeavours to have the infor-
mation on its website as accurate and up to date
as possible. All press releases issued from the
Department are posted to the website on the date
of release.

Freedom of Information Act.

272. Mr. O’Shea asked the Minister for Finance
the proposals he has to include VECs under the
provisions of the Freedom of Information Act
1997 (details supplied); and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [23524/04]

Minister for Finance (Mr. Cowen): The pro-
visions of the Freedom of Information Act have
been extended gradually over the years. The
number of bodies, organisations and groups to
which the Act applies has increased from 67 when
the Act came into operation in April 1998 to
almost 400 today. Proposals for further exten-
sions of the Freedom of Information Act 1997 are
being developed at official level at present. The
question of applying the Freedom of Information
Act to VECs will be considered in this context.
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Decentralisation Programme.

273. Mr. Wall asked the Minister for Finance
the position in regard to the sourcing of a site for
the decentralisation of his Department to Athy,
County Kildare (details supplied); the number of
staff that have declared an interest in relocating
to Athy; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [23543/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Finance
(Mr. Parlon): A number of sites have been shortl-
isted as possible property solutions for decentra-
lisation to Athy. The process of evaluating these
sites is at an advanced stage. When this process
is completed, formal negotiations will commence
with the respective owners of the sites. As of 7
September 2004, 134 people had applied to move
to Athy under the central applications facility.

274. Mr. Wall asked the Minister for Finance
the position in regard to the sourcing of a site for
the decentralisation of the IT sector to Kildare
town, County Kildare; the number of staff that
have declared an interest in relocating to Kildare;
and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[23544/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Finance
(Mr. Parlon): A site has yet to be identified for a
decentralised IT. facility in Kildare town. As of 7
September 2004, 33 staff had applied to move to
Kildare under the central applications facility.

Tax Code.

275. Mr. Allen asked the Minister for Finance
if he would allow exemption from stamp duty in
a case where a family are purchasing a home in
order to accommodate a disabled person.
[23572/04]

Minister for Finance (Mr. Cowen): All owner-
occupiers are generally exempt from stamp duty
on new houses where the property is 125 square
metres or less. First time buyers are also exempt
from stamp duty on second hand houses up to the
value of \190,500 and benefit, thereafter, from
reduced rates on second hand properties up to
\381,000 when compared to other purchasers.

The stamp duty code does not provide exemp-
tions based on the particular circumstances
referred to by the Deputy. I have been advised
by the Department of the Environment, Heritage
and Local Government that local authorities are
responsible for administering the disabled per-
sons new house grant. Subject to eligibility, this
grant is awarded to individuals with disabilities
who are forced to buy new dwellings because the
previous dwelling did not accommodate the spec-
ific needs of the individual. The individual in
question may contact the relevant local authority
for further information, as well as a grant appli-
cation, where applicable.

276. Mr. Naughten asked the Minister for Fin-
ance if he will introduce roll over relief on capital
gains tax for landowners who have had their lands

purchased for road construction; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [23573/04]

Minister for Finance (Mr. Cowen): Capital
gains tax, CGT, is a tax on a capital gain arising
on the disposal of assets. A 20% rate of CGT
now applies on the gains arising on the disposal
of assets, including land which is the subject of a
compulsory purchase order, CPO.

It was announced in the 2003 budget that no
rollover relief would be allowed for any purpose
on gains arising from disposals on or after 4
December 2002. This relief was introduced when
CGT rates were much higher than current levels.
In effect, it was a deferral of tax to be paid, where
the proceeds of disposal were re-invested into
replacement assets. The taxation of these gains
would take place following the eventual disposal
of the new assets without their replacement.

The abolition of this relief was in accordance
with the overall taxation policy of widening the
tax base in order to keep direct tax rates low.
Reliefs and allowances made sense when CGT
rates were 40% and above. In the 1998 budget,
the rate was halved from 40% to 20%. Taxing
capital gains when they are realised is the most
logical time to do so, and this change brought
CGT into line with other areas.

In view of overall taxation policy, there are no
plans to change the methods by which CGT is
calculated on land that has been compulsorily
purchased. Accordingly, there are no plans to
reintroduce roll-over relief.

Pensions Provision.

277. Mr. Haughey asked the Minister for Fin-
ance if he will give details of changes published in
September 2004 in relation to pensions for public
service workers; if existing pensioners who pre-
viously worked for local authorities will benefit
from those changes; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [23574/04]

Minister for Finance (Mr. Cowen): Details of
the changes published in September 2004 are as
follows: The cost-neutral early retirement facility
will allow public servants to retire early with actu-
arially reduced superannuation benefits. Workers
whose current minimum pension age is 60 will be
able to avail of the facility from age 50 upwards,
while those whose minimum pension age is 65 will
be eligible from age 55 upwards. This facility is
being made available to serving staff and the
option will be extended to staff who resigned with
an entitlement to preserved superannuation
benefits as and from 1 April 2004. Superannu-
ation benefits in such cases will be based on pen-
sionable service at the time of resignation
reduced, appropriately, to take account of early
payment. An outline of the table to be used for
this purpose is set out following.

The table shows the values for each full year of
age; adjustments based on exact age — that is,
years and days — will be made when calculating
actual benefits due.



1081 Questions— 5 October 2004. Written Answers 1082

Table: Factors to be applied to preserved benefits to derive actuarially reduced benefits.

Members with a preserved age of 60 Members with a preserved age of 65

age last birthday pension lump sum age last birthday pension lump sum

% % % %

50 62.4 82.2 55 58.2 82.4

51 65.1 83.9 56 61.1 84.0

52 67.9 85.5 57 64.1 85.6

53 71.0 87.2 58 67.4 87.3

54 74.3 88.9 59 71.0 89.0

55 77.8 90.7 60 74.8 90.7

56 81.6 92.4 61 79.0 92.5

57 85.7 94.3 62 83.6 94.3

58 90.1 96.1 63 88.5 96.1

59 94.8 98.0 64 94.0 98.0

Integration formula: Public servants with full
social insurance get an old age contributory pen-
sion, OACP, and their public service occu-
pational pension is reduced to take account of
this fact. This process, known as integration, can
mean that lower-paid workers get only small
public service pensions, or none at all. The calcu-
lation formula underlying integration is being
adjusted to deliver a boost to the public service
pension income of lower paid public servants.
Accrual rates under the new formula are 1/200th
for pensionable remuneration below 31/3rd times
OACP and 1/80th for pensionable remuneration
in excess of this limit.

This revision represents an improvement in
rates of occupational pension for lower paid
workers, without any requirement to increase
contribution rate. The current salary “cut-off
point” below which workers and retired public
servants will benefit from this revision is \557.67
per week or \29,099 per annum. Persons with
remuneration above this level are unaffected. For
an employee, therefore, on, say, \25,000 per
annum, with maximum service at retirement, the
annual increase in pension benefits would be in
the order of \1,230 — that is, \23.57 a week. The
revised basis of calculation will apply to existing
pensioners with effect from 1 January 2004 and
all relevant retirees as and from that date.

Pro rata integration, as opposed to full inte-
gration which applies at present, will apply to
part-time public servants and relevant pensioners
with full social insurance, as and from 20
December 2001. The terms full and pro-rata inte-
gration refer to different methods of co-ordinat-
ing OACP with public service occupational pen-
sion in the case of part time employees.

The new method of pro rata calculation along
with the new integration formula will be of sig-
nificant benefit to part timers. For example, the
value of the increase in the occupational pension
of a part-time employee on, say, \15,000 per

annum, with maximum service at retirement,
would be in the order of \3,135 per annum or \60
per week. The revision to the integration formula
— see earlier paragraph — may also further
increase benefits payable to certain part-time
employees.

Existing schemes of notional added years will
be replaced, for new entrants, from a current
date, by a single transitional scheme which will be
reviewed in 2015. The commission had recom-
mended the abolition of such schemes. Following
discussion with the unions however, the Govern-
ment has decided to replace the existing schemes
with a new interim scheme with a lower
maximum award.

The calculation of pension on variable pension-
able allowances will be based on the best three
consecutive years in the ten years preceding
retirement, rather than on the three years
immediately prior to retirement, as at present.
The new system will apply to relevant staff who
retire or have retired from the public service as
and from 1 April 2004.

The current pension interest rate, which
applies, in particular, to repayment of marriage
gratuities, will be cut from 6% to 4% in respect
of repayment due for periods from 14 November
2000 onwards. Implementation of the various
changes will commence as soon as detailed guide-
lines have been prepared and circulated by my
Department. The preparation of these guidelines
is being addressed, as a matter of urgency, by my
officials. Public service pensioners who may have
entitlement to benefit from any of these changes,
including those who were employed by the South-
ern Health Board, will have such benefit passed
on to them, as soon as practicable. In general,
there should be no need for individuals to make
application in advance of payment.

Tax Yield.

278. Mr. R. Bruton asked the Minister for Fin-
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[Mr. R. Bruton.]
ance the number of persons in 1998, 2003 and
estimated for 2004, who were assessed for income
tax; the number who had no liability; the number
on marginal relief; the number paying tax at the
standard rate and the numbers paying tax at the
top rate. [23583/04]

Distribution of income earners by tax rate, 1998-99, 2003 and 2004

Tax Year Exempt Marginal relief Standard rate Higher rate Total

1998/1999 397,900 73,700 631,300 482,000 1,584,900

2003 * 604,600 13,800 688,700 554,800 1,861,900

2004* 622,800 13,100 634,200 614,500 1,884,600

*Provisional and likely to be revised.

The figures for the years 2003 and 2004 have been
recently revised to take account of more up-to-
date information and estimates regarding income
levels and numbers at work which have become
available.

For the 2003 and 2004 tax years the personal
tax credits — formerly personal allowances —
and employee credit — formerly PAYE allow-
ance — are deducted after tax is calculated rather
than before the tax calculation as was previously
the case under the allowance system. This should
be taken into account in comparing numbers with
the 1998-99 tax year. It should be noted that a
married couple who has elected or has been
deemed to have elected for joint assessment is
counted as one tax unit.

Departmental Websites.

279. Ms B. Moynihan-Cronin asked the Mini-
ster for Foreign Affairs if his Department’s webs-
ite is up-to-date; the frequency with which it is
updated; if all press releases from his Department
are posted on the website; if so the frequency
with which they are posted; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [23431/04]

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. D. Ahern): In
common with the websites of other Government
Departments, the website of the Department of
Foreign Affairs — www.dfa.ie — contains
material provided by a wide range of units within
the Department. Each unit with material on the
website is required to review that material on an
ongoing basis to ensure that it is accurate and up
to date. Updates and the addition of new material
is carried out as required. All Departmental press
releases are posted on the website. Press releases
are posted at the same time as they issue by fax
and email to media organisations.

Middle East Peace Process.

280. Mr. O’Connor asked the Minister for For-
eign Affairs if he will report on his endeavours

Minister for Finance (Mr. Cowen): It is
assumed that what the Deputy requires is the
number of all income earners in each category on
the tax record.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners
that the information requested by the Deputy is
as follows:

and contacts in respect of Palestine; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [23455/04]

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. D. Ahern):
Successive Ministers for Foreign Affairs have
maintained Ireland’s strong engagement with the
efforts to promote a peaceful resolution of the
Israel-Palestine conflict. I would propose to cover
only the most recent work in this area, with par-
ticular emphasis on the outcome of the Irish
Presidency of the European Union.

The Irish Presidency continued European
Union efforts to promote the implementation of
the roadmap. My predecessor conducted an
intensive round of meetings with interlocutors
from the region. He also visited the region in Jan-
uary and in March and had separate meetings
here in Dublin with the Palestinian Foreign Mini-
ster and Prime Minister and the Israeli Foreign
Minister. We pressed the parties to adopt con-
crete measures which would advance the peace
process.

We maintained close contact with partners in
the quartet and emphasised the need for a meet-
ing of the quartet at principals’ level. This meet-
ing was held on 4 May in New York and was
attended by my predecessor. The statement
issued following this meeting reaffirmed the quar-
tet’s commitment to a negotiated settlement to
the conflict resulting in two states, Israel and a
viable, democratic, sovereign and contiguous
Palestine, living side by side in peace and security.

The Irish Presidency also responded to the
developments on the ground, particularly Prime
Minister Sharon’s Gaza withdrawal plan. The
March European Council identified criteria that
are essential to make a withdrawal acceptable to
the international community and in April EU for-
eign ministers, meeting in Tullamore, issued a
statement which reaffirmed the EU’s position on
the resolution of the conflict and the importance
of a negotiated settlement. The European Coun-
cil in June reviewed developments in the Middle
East peace process. It expressed concern at the
continuing violence and at the humanitarian crisis
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in the occupied territories. It welcomed the pros-
pect of Israeli withdrawal from the Gaza Strip,
provided that it is implemented in accordance
with the elements identified in the conclusions of
the European Council in March.

The European Council also reaffirmed its
belief that the roadmap represents the only route
to achieving a negotiated two state solution to the
Israeli — Palestinian conflict and called for
renewed efforts towards a comprehensive
ceasefire.

During the Presidency we also encouraged civil
society initiatives. In March, the then Minister
met promoters of the Geneva Initiative and in
April he met Israeli and Palestinian parliamen-
tarians participating in a Glencree Centre for
Reconciliation workshop. The Government’s
position on the conflict was restated most
recently in the annual address to the UN General
Assembly on 22 September 2004.

EU Enlargement.

281. Mr. O’Connor asked the Minister for For-
eign Affairs if he will report on his efforts to assist
in the negotiations regarding Cyprus; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [23456/04]

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. D. Ahern):
The United Nations has the lead role in the
search for a comprehensive settlement to the
Cyprus problem. However, the EU enlargement
process provided the impetus for the most recent
efforts toward a settlement, which were under-
taken by the UN Secretary General earlier this
year. The Government gave its full support to the
Secretary General in his mission of good offices.
Before and during the UN-led negotiations,
Ireland, as Presidency of the EU, maintained
close contact with Secretary General Annan and
with his special adviser on Cyprus. The Taoi-
seach, as President of the European Council, and
Minister Cowen also maintained contact with the
various parties concerned and encouraged their
commitment to the negotiating process and to the
achievement of an agreed outcome. The Govern-
ment worked closely with the European Com-
mission, which provided assistance to the UN
Secretary General, including advice on the com-
patibility of the proposed comprehensive settle-
ment with the laws and regulations of the Euro-
pean Union.

At the high level pre-donors conference organ-
ised by the Commission in Brussels on 15 April,
the Government gave an undertaking that, in the
event of an agreed settlement, Ireland would pro-
vide specific funding in support of its implemen-
tation. I would like to place on record once again
our deep gratitude to Secretary General Annan
and to his colleagues for their sustained efforts to
bring about a settlement based on his proposals.

As a result of the referendums on 24 April, the
accession to the EU of a united Cyprus on 1 May
was not possible. In the light of this, the General
Affairs and External Relations Council, under

the Irish Presidency, reviewed the situation on 26
April and adopted conclusions expressing the
determination to ensure that the people of
Cyprus would soon achieve their shared destiny
as citizens of a united Cyprus in the European
Union. The Council also agreed on the need to
end the isolation of the Turkish Cypriot com-
munity and to facilitate the reunification of
Cyprus by encouraging their economic develop-
ment. It recommended that the \259 million ear-
marked for the northern part of Cyprus in the
event of a comprehensive settlement should be
used to promote the economic development of
the Turkish Cypriot community. The Irish Presi-
dency subsequently achieved the agreement of
member states to a Council regulation on the so
called green line in Cyprus, including measures to
allow trade across the line.

Responding to the request of the April meeting
of the Council, the Commission brought forward
proposals in July aimed at the economic inte-
gration of the island and improving contact
between the two communities and with the EU.
These proposals are at present under intensive
consideration by the member states.

On 28 May, the UN Secretary General submit-
ted a comprehensive report to the Security Coun-
cil on his mission of good offices. He noted that
the unsuccessful outcome represented another
missed opportunity to resolve the Cyprus prob-
lem, and concluded that there was no apparent
basis for resuming the good offices effort while
the current stalemate continues. At this stage, the
process remains under consideration in the UN
Security Council.

Vocational Training Opportunities Scheme.

282. Mr. Penrose asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science if she will take steps to change
the regulations which impose restrictions on per-
sons who wish to obtain access to VTOS and PLC
courses, and in particular the requirement that
such persons be in receipt of unemployment
benefit for at least six months before they qualify;
and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [23578/04]

325. Mr. Penrose asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science if she will take steps to change
the regulations which impose restrictions on per-
sons who wish to obtain access to VTOS and PLC
courses, in particular to the requirement that such
persons be in receipt of unemployment benefits
for six months before they qualify; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [23471/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 282
and 325 together.

Under the vocational training opportunities
scheme, VTOS, my Department provides full-
time courses to adults who are at least 21 years
of age and in receipt of specified social welfare
payments for at least six months. The VTOS pro-
gramme was designed for long-term unemployed
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people with minimal or no qualifications. Train-
ing allowances, in lieu of welfare payments, are
payable to qualified VTOS students. The number
of approved places on the programme currently
stands at 5,000, and demand exceeds supply. In
these circumstances, I regret that a departure
from the VTOS eligibility criteria would not be
practical. VTOS eligibility criteria do not apply
to post leaving certificate courses.

School Transport.

283. Mr. P. Breen asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science further to Parliamentary
Questions Nos. 203 of 21 October 2003, 113 of 6
November 2003 and 257 of 4 February 2004, if
she will reconsider her decision regarding a bus
service for a person (details supplied) in County
Clare; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [23193/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): The pupil referred to by the Deputy in
the details supplied is not attending his nearest
national school and is availing of concessionary
fare paying transport. The case was considered by
the School Transport Appeals Board which
decided that, “the terms of the School Transport
Scheme have been properly and appropriately
applied and therefore this appeal is not allowed”.

Further documentation has been received in
my Department since this appeal was considered
by the board and the papers are currently being
examined.

Education Schemes.

284. Mr. R. Bruton asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science the number of remedial
teachers in mathematics teaching at primary level
and at secondary level; the way in which the
number of these have increased over the past five
years; the last occasion on which the remedial
teaching scheme was evaluated; if it made recom-
mendations in respect of remedial teaching in
mathematics; and the extent to which these
recommendations have been implemented.
[23194/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): The number of learning support
teachers has grown from 1463 to 1531 over the
last five years. I also wish to inform the Deputy
that the number of resource teachers has grown
from 200 to over 2,500 over the same period. The
learning support service was evaluated by the
Educational Research Centre on behalf of my
Department in 1997 and its report was published
in 1998. It made recommendations on the pro-
vision of learning support in mathematics. The
implementation of these recommendations is con-
tained in the learning support guidelines which
issued to primary schools in 2000.

I wish to point out that the learning support
teachers remit, both at primary and secondary
level, includes the teaching of mathematics. All

second level schools in the free education scheme
have an entitlement to an ex-quota allocation in
respect of remedial education since the beginning
of the 1999-2000 school year. The general posi-
tion is that schools with enrolments of 600 or
more pupils are allocated a full post; schools with
enrolments below 600 pupils are allocated 0.5 of
a post. However, schools with enrolments below
600 which were specifically allocated a full post in
respect of remedial education by my Department
prior to the 1999-2000 school year retain their
entitlement to an allocation of a full post. The
learning support posts which are enrolment based
have fluctuated from 549.5 to 528 whole time
teacher equivalents for the period in question. In
the same period the number of teaching hours in
respect of special needs pupils has increased from
559 to 1,206 whole time teacher equivalents.

Residential Institutions Redress Act.

285. Mr. McCormack asked the Minister for
Education and Science when a school (details
supplied) in County Galway will be included in
the Residential Institutions Redress Act 2002.
[23203/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): I can confirm that the Government has
recently approved the addition of a further 13
institutions to the Schedule to the Residential
Institutions Redress Act 2002. In accordance with
Section 4 of that Act, a draft of the order neces-
sary to add these 13 institutions to the Schedule
has now been laid before each of the Houses of
the Oireachtas in order to seek a resolution of
approval of the draft order from each House. I
understand that, prior to the Houses of the
Oireachtas discussing or approving the draft
order, the matter must first be referred to the
Joint Committee on Education and Science for
its consideration.

I can confirm that the institution referred to by
the Deputy is included in the draft order.

Schools Building Projects.

286. Mr. Rabbitte asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science if financial assistance prom-
ised three years ago will be given to a school
(details supplied) in Dublin 24 to install new win-
dows and doors. [23204/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): My Department has been in contact
with the school in question and advised the school
to make an application for funding under the
summer works scheme. Details of the 2005 sum-
mer works scheme were recently published and I
have arranged for an application form to be sent
to the school authorities. The closing date for
receipt of applications is 5 November 2004.

Library Project.

287. Mr. Carey asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science if, in view of the success of the
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junior certificate school programme demon-
stration library project, it is proposed to extend
the project beyond December 2004; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [23205/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): The junior certificate school pro-
gramme, (JCSP), demonstration library project is
a three year research project. New school librar-
ies were set up in 11 participating post-primary
schools for students up to junior certificate. The
libraries are staffed by full-time qualified
librarians. Reinforcing the concept of the whole-
school approach to tackling literacy problems, the
11 schools are asked to draw up and implement
library based strategies to tackle the literacy diffi-
culties experienced by many JCSP students.

The research will establish whether appropriate
access to books and reading resources through a
good library, which caters for the needs of
students with literacy difficulties, impacts on their
learning experience and allows them to address
and overcome these difficulties.

An interim report has been finished and a final
report is due to be completed by February 2005.
The question of the continuation of the project to
the end of the current school year 2004-05 is
being considered by my Department. The ques-
tion of future developments in this area will be
considered in the light of the report, overall
priorities and available resources.

Special Educational Needs.

288. Mr. Carey asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science if she will examine the case of
a person (details supplied) in Dublin 11 in regard
to additional educational assistance; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [23206/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): I can confirm that an application for
resource teaching support was received for the
pupil in question. A new weighted model of
resource teacher allocation for pupils with special
educational needs has been introduced and the
needs of this pupil fall to be met from this
allocation.

289. Mr. N. O’Keeffe asked the Minister for
Education and Science if a special chair and
school table will be provided at a primary school
for a person (details supplied) in County Cork
with special needs. [23214/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): I am pleased to inform the Deputy that
my Department’s school building section has
approved funding for the provision of a special
chair and desk for the pupil in question. The fur-
niture has been delivered to the school and is in
use by the pupil.

School Staffing.

290. Mr. Durkan asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science if a person (details supplied)

in County Kildare will be offered a teaching posi-
tion in County Kildare; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [23217/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): The appointment of teachers by
Vocational Education Committees, VECs, is a
matter for the relevent VEC, subject to agreed
procedures. As my Department has no role in the
appointment of individual teachers in the VEC, it
would not be appropriate for me or my Depart-
ment to intervene in any such matter.

Schools Building Projects.

291. Mr. Crawford asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science the position regarding the
application for an extension to a school (details
supplied) in County Cavan; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [23221/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): The building project for the school to
which the Deputy refers is in the early stages of
architectural planning. It is included in section 8
of the school building programme for 2004. The
planning section of my Department is currently
examining all projects on hands in line with the
project prioritisation criteria that were recently
revised in consultation with the education part-
ners. I expect to be in a position to provide an
update in relation to the progress of individual
projects later this year.

Statistics on Reading Problems.

292. Mr. R. Bruton asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science if she will give details of the
trend in the numbers of pupils with reading prob-
lems in primary school and secondary school in
each year since 1998. [23234/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): A national assessment of English read-
ing at primary level which was carried out in
March 2004 by the Educational Research Centre
on behalf of my Department. The results of this
survey will not be available until March 2005.

At post-primary level, the reading literacy of
15-year-old students was assessed in 2000 as part
of the Programme for International Student
Assessment, PISA. This programme was adminis-
tered in 27 OECD countries. Ireland ranked fifth
overall in terms of mean achievement with just
one country, Finland, achieving a significantly
higher mean score.

At the lowest level of proficiency — level 1 or
below — Ireland had a relatively low percentage
of students — 11% as opposed to the OECD
average of 17.9%. Ireland participated in a
second round of PISA during 2003 and the results
of this will be released by the OECD on 7
December 2004.

Schools Building Projects.

293. Mr. Naughten asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science if funding for a refurbishment
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project at a college (details supplied) in County
Longford will be approved; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [23244/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): The school planning section of my
Department is currently examining all building
projects on hands in line with the project prior-
itisation criteria that were recently revised in con-
sultation with the education partners. The pro-
posed project at the school to which the Deputy
refers is included in this review. I expect to be in
a position to provide an update in relation to the
progress of individual projects later this year.

Transition Year Programme.

294. Mr. Naughten asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science the procedures for a pupil to
proceed to pre-leaving certificate year when the
school claims that transition year is compulsory;
and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [23245/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): The transition year programme is
optional for each school. A minority of schools
do not offer transition year at all. In others it may
be available as an optional programme for some
pupils. Some schools, in deciding to offer the pro-
gramme, require all pupils to take the Programme
in accordance with their curriculum provision
across the school. In such schools (representing
about 30% of the 500 schools offering the pro-
gramme in the current school year) the pro-
gramme is compulsory. This decision is made by
school management.

If a parent is unhappy with matters concerned
with the management of the school he or she may
make representations to the principal, the board
of management and in the case of a VEC school
the local Vocational Education Committee.

School Staffing.

295. Mr. Connaughton asked the Minister for
Education and Science the reason a visiting
teacher dealing with the needs of children with
hearing difficulties has not been appointed fol-
lowing a retirement; if her attention has been
drawn to the fact that the Galway Association of
Parents with Deaf Children are adamant such an
appointment be made available; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [23246/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): I am aware of the issue in question. My
Department is currently assessing the role of the
visiting teacher service in the context of the level
and range of teacher supports now being pro-
vided for children with special educational needs.
I expect that the review will be completed within
the current school term. A decision on the filling
of vacancies, including the vacancy in County
Galway to which the Deputy refers, will be based
on the outcome of the review.

296. Dr. Upton asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science if she will give consideration
to an application by a school (details supplied) in
Dublin 12 for additional special needs hours; and
if this school will be allowed to provide and
improve the service its offers its students.
[23250/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): The school referred to by the Deputy
was advised of its teacher allocation under the
new weighted system on 24 June 2004. An
additional 350 teacher posts are being provided
to facilitate the introduction of the new system.
This system will involve a general weighted allo-
cation for all primary schools to cater for pupils
with higher-incidence special educational needs,
SEN, that is, those with borderline mild and mild
general learning disability and specific learning
disability, as well as those with learning support
needs. In addition, it will continue to allow for
individual allocations in respect of pupils with
lower-incidence special educational needs.

The weighted system will be made as follows:
In the most disadvantaged schools, as per the
urban dimension of Giving Children an Even
Break, a teacher of pupils with special edu-
cational needs will be allocated for every 80
pupils to cater for the subset of pupils with higher
incidence special needs; in all boys schools, the
ratio will be one teacher for every 140 pupils; in
mixed schools, or all girls schools with an enrol-
ment of greater than 30% boys, one for every 150
pupils; and in all girls schools including schools
with mixed junior classes but with 30% or less
boys overall, one for every 200 pupils.

The weighted allocation will enable teaching
support to be provided to pupils with higher-
incidence SEN and learning support needs. This
will obviate the need for schools to submit indi-
vidual applications for pupils in those categories.
Schools may continue to apply for specific
teacher allocations in respect of pupils with
lower-incidence SEN.

My Department now proposes to devise school
clusters in respect of allocations to be made under
the weighted model. Sanction for the filling of
posts will be considered in the context of these
clusters and the weighted arrangements. In order
to facilitate the full introduction of the weighted
model from the school year 2005-06, my Depart-
ment has agreed not to redeploy surplus teachers
from full-time posts via the panel redeployment
process during the current school year. Schools
have been informed, also, that they may retain
excess part-time teaching hours to the extent that
such hours are required for children with low-
incidence SEN.

In the letter of 24 June, the school authorities
were notified that its current allocation exceeds
its entitlement under the weighted system. As
advised in circular 13/04, schools may retain
excess resource hours as identified for the current
school year and it would be expected that the
needs of the low incidence special educational
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needs pupils in question can be met from within
the current resource/ learning support teaching
allocation available to the school. The result of
an outstanding application will issue to the school
as soon as it becomes available.

297. Dr. Upton asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science if additional special needs
hours will be allocated to a school (details
supplied) in Dublin 12; and if this school will
receive every assistance needed. [23251/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): I can confirm that a number of appli-
cations for resource teaching support were
received from the school referred to by the
Deputy. The school authorities were informed
recently of the outcome of some of the appli-
cations and will be notified of the outcome in
relation to the remaining applications as soon as
they become available. The school was advised
of its teacher allocation under the new weighted
system on 24 June 2004.

An additional 350 teacher posts are being pro-
vided to facilitate the introduction of the new sys-
tem. This system will involve a general weighted
allocation for all primary schools to cater for
pupils with higher-incidence special educational
needs, SEN, that is, those with borderline mild
and mild general learning disability and specific
learning disability, as well as those with learning
support needs. In addition, it will continue to
allow for individual allocations in respect of
pupils with lower-incidence special educational
needs.

The weighted system will be made as follows:
In the most disadvantaged schools, as per the
urban dimension of Giving Children an Even
Break, a teacher of pupils with special edu-
cational needs will be allocated for every 80
pupils to cater for the subset of pupils with higher
incidence special needs; in all boys schools, the
ratio will be one teacher for every 140 pupils; in
mixed schools, or all girls schools with an enrol-
ment of greater than 30% boys, one for every 150
pupils; and in all girls schools including schools
with mixed junior classes but with 30% or less
boys overall, one for every 200 pupils.

The weighted allocation will enable teaching
support to be provided to pupils with higher-
incidence SEN and learning support needs. This
will obviate the need for schools to submit indi-
vidual applications for pupils in those categories.
Schools may continue to apply for specific
teacher allocations in respect of pupils with
lower-incidence SEN.

My Department now proposes to devise school
clusters in respect of allocations to be made under
the weighted model. Sanction for the filling of
posts will be considered in the context of these
clusters and the weighted arrangements. In order
to facilitate the full introduction of the weighted
model from the school year 2005-06, my Depart-
ment has agreed not to redeploy surplus teachers
from full-time posts via the panel redeployment

process during the current school year. Schools
have been informed, also, that they may retain
excess part-time teaching hours to the extent that
such hours are required for children with low-
incidence SEN.

The school appears to have excess resource
hours under the weighted model of resource allo-
cation. Schools were advised in a recent circular,
SP ED 13/04, that they may retain any excess
resource hours for the current school-year.
However, any additional hours required for chil-
dren with lower-incidence special educational
needs, up to the level of the identified excess
should be met from this excess. Only then may
additional resource teaching hours be recruited.

With regard to the school’s applications for
special needs assistant support, my Department
prioritised applications for SNA support for new
entrants and decisions on the majority of these
were communicated to schools on 12 August. My
officials are continuing to communicate with
schools in respect of other new entrant cases as
additional supporting information is provided.

Special Educational Needs.

298. Mr. Kehoe asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science the number of applications her
Department received for allocation of resources
for pupils with special educational needs
attending mainstream primary schools in 2004
and 2003; the number who were successful in
both years; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [23252/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): The precise information requested is
not readily available. I am arranging for the infor-
mation to be extracted and sent directly to the
Deputy.

Psychological Service.

299. Mr. P. Breen asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science when an application for
resource hours will be reviewed for a person
(details supplied) in County Clare; if the sup-
plementary information is sufficient to enable a
review of the allocation of resources; if the NEPS
has a specific list of information requirements; if
so, the contents of same; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [23272/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): I can confirm that an application for
special educational resources for the pupil
referred to by the Deputy has been reviewed by
my Department. The application did not meet the
criteria for resource teaching support as per my
Department’s circulars.

Children with assessed syndromes are eligible
for additional educational resources if the
psychological and/or other specialist report con-
firms the existence of one of the low incidence
disabilities listed as per Department circular SP
ED 09/04.
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300. Ms Harkin asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science the resources which have been
put in place to deal with the needs of a person
(details supplied) in County Sligo following the
psychological service report carried out on 5
December 2002. [23276/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): I have asked my officials to examine
the matter referred to by the Deputy and contact
will be made with the school authorities when this
process has been completed.

Special Educational Needs.

301. Mr. Crowe asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science her proposals to address the
lack of adequate learning support for children
with special needs attending a school (details
supplied) in County Dublin. [23280/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): The school referred to by the Deputy
was advised of its teacher allocation under the
new weighted system on 24 June 2004.

An additional 350 teacher posts are being pro-
vided to facilitate the introduction of the new sys-
tem. This system will involve a general weighted
allocation for all primary schools to cater for
pupils with higher-incidence special educational
needs, SEN, that is, those with borderline mild
and mild general learning disability and specific
learning disability, as well as those with learning
support needs. In addition, it will continue to
allow for individual allocations in respect of
pupils with lower-incidence special educational
needs.

The weighted system will be made as follows:
In the most disadvantaged schools, as per the
urban dimension of Giving Children an Even
Break, a teacher of pupils with special edu-
cational needs will be allocated for every 80
pupils to cater for the subset of pupils with higher
incidence special needs; in all boys schools, the
ratio will be one teacher for every 140 pupils; in
mixed schools, or all girls schools with an enrol-
ment of greater than 30% boys, one for every 150
pupils; and in all girls schools including schools
with mixed junior classes but with 30% or less
boys overall, one for every 200 pupils.

The weighted allocation will enable teaching
support to be provided to pupils with higher-
incidence SEN and learning support needs. This
will obviate the need for schools to submit indi-
vidual applications for pupils in those categories.
Schools may continue to apply for specific
teacher allocations in respect of pupils with
lower-incidence SEN.

My Department now proposes to devise school
clusters in respect of allocations to be made under
the weighted model. Sanction for the filling of
posts will be considered in the context of these
clusters and the weighted arrangements. In order
to facilitate the full introduction of the weighted
model from the school year 2005-06, my Depart-
ment has agreed not to redeploy surplus teachers

from full-time posts via the panel redeployment
process during the current school year. Schools
have been informed, also, that they may retain
excess part-time teaching hours to the extent that
such hours are required for children with low-
incidence SEN.

302. Ms Enright asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science the position in regard to an
application for a special needs assistant for a per-
son (details supplied) in County Laois; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [23282/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): My Department can find no record of
an application for a special needs assistant for the
pupil in question.

303. Ms Enright asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science the position in regard to an
application for a special needs assistant for a per-
son (details supplied) in County Laois; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [23283/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): My Department can find no record of
an application for a special needs assistant for the
pupil in question.

School Staffing.

304. Ms Enright asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science when resource hours will be
allocated to a person (details supplied) in County
Offaly; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [23284/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): I can confirm that an application for
special educational resources for the pupil
referred to by the Deputy has been received by
my Department. I wish to inform the Deputy that
the application in question did not meet the cri-
teria for resource teaching support as per my
Department’s Circulars. The application will be
reconsidered if additional information in relation
to the pupil’s special educational teaching needs
is received in my Department.

School Transport.

305. Ms Enright asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science the person who is responsible
for a child’s safety upon their exit from a bus until
they reach the front gate of the school; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [23285/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): The question of the legal responsibility
for the safety of children alighting from a school
bus and entering a school premises can only be
determined having regard to the particular cir-
cumstances of each case, including the age of the
child in question.

School Staffing.

306. Mr. Penrose asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science if she will take steps to ensure
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that a reimbursement due to a school (details
supplied) in County Westmeath in respect of a
resource teacher is immediately made; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [23286/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): I wish to inform the Deputy that the
reimbursement will issue to the school in question
within the coming days.

School Closures.

307. Mr. Gormley asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science the reason her Department
made a decision to close a college (details
supplied) in County Dublin despite the advice of
consultants and her own Department officials; if
she will reconsider this decision to close the col-
lege and implement the recommendations of the
consultant and advisors to keep the college open;
and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [23287/04]

309. Mr. O’Shea asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science if she proposes to reconsider
the decision to close a school (details supplied) in
County Dublin; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [23289/04]

336. Mr. Haughey asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science if she will reconsider the
decision to close a college (details supplied) in
County Dublin, if she will implement the recom-
mendations of the consultant and advisors to
keep the college open and forge a link with one
of the Dublin based universities; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [23478/04]

339. Mr. S. Ryan asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science if she will report on the cir-
cumstances and rationale of the closure of a
school (details supplied) in County Dublin; and if
she will make a statement on the matter.
[23523/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 307,
309, 336 and 339 together.

The issue of the future of the college, which is
the subject of the questions posed by the
Deputies, arose in the context of a decision by
the trustees of the college that, due to personnel
and financial considerations, they were no longer
in a position to fulfil the role of trustees of the
college.

Following discussions between the trustees and
my Department, it was agreed that a consultant
would be appointed who would meet with rel-
evant parties and prepare a report on the options
for the college’s future consideration. The con-
sultant’s report was thoroughly examined in my
Department and the options for the future of the
college were set out for my predecessor’s con-
sideration. Having carefully considered all of
them and having taken into account other factors
such as the national spatial strategy, relevant
costs in a time of financial constraint, a Govern-
ment decision to restrict public service numbers,

the need to secure value for money and a better
allocation of resources, the former Minister,
Deputy Dempsey decided that these consider-
ations are best served by the closure of the col-
lege and the designation of St. Angela’s College,
Sligo, as the sole centre for the training of home
economics teachers.

It was agreed that the closure of the college
would be phased over three academic years to
facilitate students currently enrolled in the col-
lege to fully complete their studies without mov-
ing location and to ensure that there was an
adequate transition period for staff. Officials
from my Department have already met with the
trustees and with management authorities of the
college to discuss the necessary practical arrange-
ments, including arrangements in relation to the
position of the staff of the college. I have no plans
to reconsider the decision to close the college.

Higher Education Grants.

308. Mr. J. Bruton asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science the reason higher education
grants are being refused to students who attend
Griffith College; and the legal, academic and
policy grounds for such refusals. [23288/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): The higher education grants schemes
operate under the Local Authorities (Higher
Education Grants) Acts, 1968 to 1992. Under the
higher education grants scheme an approved
course is defined as a full-time undergraduate
course of at least two years duration or a full-time
postgraduate course of not less than one year dur-
ation pursued in an approved institution.

An approved institution is defined to mean a
university, university college or other institution
of higher education in so far as it provides a
course or courses of not less than two years dur-
ation, being a course, or courses, which the Mini-
ster for Education and Science approves for the
time being for the purposes of the Acts.

Each Year, the higher education grants scheme
specifies a list of approved institutions for the
purposes of the Schemes. The approved insti-
tutions mainly comprise of public funded third
level institutions. In this regard, Griffith College
is not an approved college for the purpose of
the scheme.

There are no plans at present to extend the
scope of the student support schemes to private
colleges. Any extension to the scope of the grants
scheme, to include private colleges such as Grif-
fith College can be considered only in the light of
available resources and in the context of compet-
ing demands within the education sector.

Tax relief, at the standard rate of tax, is avail-
able on tuition fees paid to certain private col-
leges in the State, including Griffith College.
Further details and conditions in relation to such
tax relief are available from any tax office.

Question No. 309 answered with Question
No. 307.
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Psychological Service.

310. Mr. Carey asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science if a psychological assessment
will be carried out on a person (details supplied)
in Dublin 11 as a matter of urgency; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [23290/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): The National Educational Psychologi-
cal Service, NEPS, provides a service to the
school attended by the named person. The psy-
chologist assigned to the school has made an
appointment to meet the student’s parents this
week, in order to discuss the best course of action
for him. If, after that meeting, a psychological
assessment is considered necessary, it will be
arranged.

School Staffing.

311. Mr. Cregan asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science if she will examine the situa-
tion regarding special needs assistant hours for
a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; the
reason a reduction was made in view of the fact
that this person previously was approved for a
full-time needs assistant when attending school in
Dublin; if this is correct; the reason allocation
varies depending on school location; if additional
hours can be given as recommended by school
authorities and the authority in Temple Street
Hospital which this person attends; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [23326/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): I can confirm that an application for
special needs assistant, SNA, and resource teach-
ing support was received for the pupil referred to
by the Deputy. This case is being considered in
light of the needs of the pupil and the current
resource/learning support teaching allocation
available to the school.

312. Mr. Cregan asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science if she will examine the case of
a person and school (details supplied); the
resource teacher resources which are allocated to
this school and the number of hours which are
allocated to this person; if a school (details
supplied) in Dublin 9 has spare resource teacher
hours; if this person changes school can resource
teacher hours move with them; the length of time
this should take; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [23327/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): Where a student with special edu-
cational needs enrols in a post primary school, it
is open to the school to apply to my Department
for additional teaching support for the student. I
can assure the Deputy that should an application
be received by my Department, it will receive full
and immediate attention.

My Department allocates additional teaching
support and special needs assistant support to
second level schools to cater for pupils with

special needs. Applications for such support are
made to my Department by the relevant school
authority. Each application is considered on the
basis of the assessed needs of the pupils involved
and the nature and level of support provided is
determined on the advice of the psychological
service.

My Department has allocated 41.66 additional
teaching support hours to the school concerned
for the 2003-04 school year to cater for the special
educational needs of pupils enrolled, including
the pupil to whom the Deputy refers.

School Transport.

313. Mr. Hayes asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science the reason the parents of a
person (details supplied) in County Tipperary
have to pay an annual fee to CIE for school trans-
port. [23345/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): My Department has requested a report
on this case from Bus Éireann. The matter will
be considered by my Department on receipt of
the report.

Psychological Service.

314. Mr. Gregory asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science the number of children with
learning difficulties requiring psychological
assessment in a school (details supplied) in
Dublin 1; the number of children at same who
will receive psychological assessment during this
school year and the timescale involved; the
reason only three children were reached for
assessment in 2003-04 in this school; the number
of hours recommended for each of the three chil-
dren assessed in 2003-04 and the number of hours
allocated to the school; if her Department will
assist this school to take on four children with
severe learning difficulties for whom the school
has space but no teaching resources; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [23348/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): The National Educational Psychologi-
cal Service, NEPS, provides a service to the
named school in Dublin 1. The psychologist
assigned to the school has already visited the
school in September in order to discuss the ser-
vice to be offered this year. She has also made an
appointment to meet the learning support teacher
this week in order to discuss how many students
need psychological assessment and to agree on a
priority list.

During the school year 2003-04, the psychol-
ogist made ten visits to the school. An eleventh
visit was planned but had to be cancelled by the
school. This is a high level of service and reflects
the priority that NEPS gives to the school’s
needs. It is expected that the same number of vis-
its will be offered during 2004-05.

Five psychological assessments were carried
out during 2003-04. Three of these were in
respect of applications for reasonable accommo-
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dations during certificate examinations. These
assessments were carried out within three days of
the applications being received in NEPS. The
other two assessments related to complex cases.
One necessitated three school visits and the other
required four school visits. Additional resource
hours were not recommended in either case. In
addition to individual assessment work, the psy-
chologist has provided consultations and advice
in respect of a number of other students.

NEPS psychologists are expected to spend
approximately 65% of their time in schools on
individual case work and 35% on support and
development work. Support and development
work in this school has focused on screening and
early identification of problems, the advantages
and disadvantages of streaming and a whole
school approach to special educational needs.
The psychologist has also offered consultations to
any subject teachers who would like them.

My Department has allocated 2.5 additional
whole time equivalent posts to the school to
enable it to provide for students with special edu-
cational needs. With regard to other students with
special needs who may have applied to transfer
to the school, my Department will consider any
application that may be made on their behalf.

Teaching Qualifications.

315. Mr. P. McGrath asked the Minister for
Education and Science if a syllabus is available
for the SCG examination and the place this can
be obtained in the context of teachers working in
primary schools who have been trained abroad; if
an extension to the five year term in which to
gain the Irish qualification is available; if persons
have applied for this time extension; when a
response to these such applications will be avail-
able; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [23403/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): A working group to review all aspects
of the syllabus and examination for the Scrúdú le
hAghaidh Cáilı́ochta sa Ghaeilge was established
in 2001. A copy of their report has been published
on my Department’s website, as has an updated
language syllabus for the SCG. Hard copies of the
report and of the syllabus will also be available
shortly and will be distributed to all Primary
Schools, Scrúdú le hAghaidh Cáilı́ochta sa Ghae-
ilge, SCG, candidates, Colleges of Education and
relevant Department personnel.

My predecessor, announced changes in the
structure of the Scrúdú Cáilı́ochta sa Ghaeilge in
April of this year. Pursuant to that announcement
it was decided that a two-year extension to their
period of provisional recognition would be
granted to all teachers who held provisional
recognition prior to 1 September 2004. In the case
of those whose period of provisional recognition
lapsed prior to that date, their two-year extension
commences on 1 September 2004. A notice set-
ting out this position is published on my Depart-
ment’s website.

As this is a blanket extension applying to all
teachers who held provisional recognition before
1 September 2004 it is not necessary for teachers
to make individual applications. However, letters
received from a number of teachers enquiring
about their extensions have been replied to set-
ting out the new arrangements.

My Department is currently engaged in finalis-
ing other new arrangements relating to the
Scrúdú le hAghaidh Cáilı́ochta sa Ghaeilge. Once
finalised, details of these new arrangements will
be notified to all primary schools by way of circu-
lar letter.

Report of Interdepartmental Working Group.

316. Mr. Naughten asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science further to Parliamentary
Question No. 435 of 27 April 2004 the progress
to date by the working group; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [23404/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): The report of the Interdepartmental
working group has been finalised and will now be
subject to consideration by Government.

Summer Works Scheme 2005.

317. Mr. Naughten asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science when she will announce
details of the 2005 summer works scheme; and if
she will make a statement on the matter.
[23406/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): Details of the summer works scheme
for 2005 were announced by my predecessor on
20 September 2004. The closing date for receipt
of completed applications is 5 November 2004.
The list of successful applicants will be published
by 31 January 2005.

A dedicated freephone service is in operation
to assist schools with the application process. The
number for this service is 1800 200 955. It is cur-
rently available and will continue to operate until
the closing date for applications.

Departmental Websites.

318. Ms B. Moynihan-Cronin asked the Mini-
ster for Education and Science if her Depart-
ment’s website is up-to-date; the frequency with
which it is updated; if all press releases from her
Department are posted on the website; if so the
frequency with which they are posted; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [23432/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): My Department’s website is a rich
information resource which is updated daily.
Every effort is made to ensure that the infor-
mation is current and accurate. Press releases are
posted to the website as a matter of course. In
addition, there is an archive of press release
material maintained dating back to January 1999.
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Psychological Service.

319. Ms Harkin asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science if she will reconsider her
decision to refuse resource teaching time for a
person (details supplied) in view of the fact that
the NEPS report of February 2003 specifically
recommended a resource allocation of 2.5
hours. [23441/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): The details supplied by the Deputy do
not refer to the question asked. If the Deputy
wishes to provide the appropriate details, the
matter can be investigated further.

Schools Building Projects.

320. Mr. O’Connor asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science if works will now be funded
at schools (details supplied) in Dublin 24; if her
attention has been drawn to the anxiety of the
local community that commitments be honoured;
and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [23442/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): I am pleased to inform the Deputy that
the school in question has been requested to ask
their design team to submit a report in relation
to provision of boundary wall/fence. As soon as
this report is received, further consideration will
be given to the matter.

In addition, a proposed large-scale building
refurbishment project for the school is listed in
Section 8 of the 2004 school building programme.
This project is at stage 4/5 — detail design/bill of
quantities — of architectural planning. It has
been assigned a band 3 rating by my Department
in accordance with the published criteria for
prioritising large-scale projects.

My Department’s officials are currently
reviewing all projects that were not authorised to
proceed to construction as part of the 2004 school
building programme including the school in ques-
tion with a view to including them as part of a
multi-annual school building programme from
2005. I expect to make further announcements in
this regard before the end of the year.

Education Schemes.

321. Mr. O’Connor asked the Minister for
Education and Science her plans to encourage
education in foreign languages in primary
schools; her views on same; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [23443/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): My Department launched a pilot pro-
ject for modern languages in primary schools in
September 1998. The aims of the pilot project
included the development of communication
skills in four target languages which are French,
German, Spanish and Italian, the fostering of
positive attitudes to language learning and the
diversification of the languages taught in schools.
To achieve these aims in the project schools the

teaching of a modern European language to
pupils in 5th and 6th classes was introduced.

When the project started, 270 schools were
selected for participation. The project has since
been renamed as the Modern Languages in Pri-
mary Schools Initiative and there are now 394
participating primary schools. The breakdown
per language is as follows: Italian 20, Spanish 66,
German 95, French 213.

The initiative is administered by Kildare Edu-
cation Centre and a support structure comprising
a National Co-ordinator and project leaders —
trainers — has been in place since 1998. Project
leaders support teachers in participating schools
on an ongoing basis through the delivery of inser-
vice which focuses on methodologies and teach-
ing approaches and through school visits.

In addition, my Department is involved in
ongoing collaboration with the languages depart-
ments of the Institutes of Technology who pro-
vide training programmes for teachers. The
courses provided cover all of the target languages
in the Initiative and the objective is to create a
cohort of primary teachers with the necessary
skills to teach modern languages in their schools.

These programmes have received Higher Edu-
cation and Training Awards Council, HETAC,
accreditation. To date, the 11 institutes have been
involved and they have produced 389 graduates
across the four languages with a further 88 due to
graduate later in 2004.

Pre-school Education.

322. Mr. O’Connor asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science if she remains committed to
pre school education; her plans to provide fund-
ing; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [23444/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): My Department remains committed to
the development of pre-school education. The
enhancement of early childhood services in
accordance with the White Paper on Early Child-
hood Education, Ready to Learn, is being under-
taken on a collaborative, phased basis and will
draw together and build upon the many examples
of best practice in early childhood education that
have emerged over the recent years. In order to
help combat disadvantage and promote edu-
cation, special emphasis will be placed on the pro-
vision of appropriate pre-school education in
areas of social deprivation and for those with
special needs.

To that end my Department supports the Early
Start scheme which funds 40 centres that aim to
expose children aged 3 to 4 years from disadvan-
taged areas to a positive pre-school environment
to improve their overall development and long-
term educational experience and performance.
The Department also funds 48 pre-schools for
travellers which aim to develop children’s cogni-
tive, language and social skills, to prepare chil-
dren for entry to primary school and to provide a
foundation for further learning.
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My Department established the Centre for
Early Childhood Development and Education,
CECDE, in October 2002 to develop within a
three year period, a quality framework for early
childhood education and to develop, through
active research with existing programmes, tar-
geted interventions for children who have special
needs or who are disadvantaged. The centre is
currently developing a conceptual framework of
early childhood learning and development which
will be completed early in 2005.

In addition, Ireland recently participated in a
major OECD review which assessed quality,
access and co-ordination in early childhood pro-
vision. This review was published on 24th Sep-
tember and offers a number of important recom-
mendations and observations which will inform
policy and programme development in the sector
and will assist the work of the CECDE, among
others.

Early Childhood Education and Care is a hori-
zontal policy issue involving several Departments
and agencies. The policy implications of the
recommendations arising from the OECD review
are under active consideration within my own
Department and also by the relevant sub group
of the Government’s high level working group on
childcare and early education.

School Staffing.

323. Mr. McGuinness asked the Minister for
Education and Science the reason an application
for a special needs assistant for a person (details
supplied) in County Kilkenny has not been
responded to; if the current circumstances of this
person will be examined without delay; if a
response will be expedited; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [23445/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): I wish to advise the Deputy that my
Department has approved a special needs assist-
ant for 12.5 hours per week to support the pupil
in question. The school authorities have recently
been informed of this decision.

324. Mr. McGuinness asked the Minister for
Education and Science if an application for the
provision of a full-time special needs assistant in
the name of a school (details supplied) in County
Kilkenny will be expedited based on the sub-
missions made by it on behalf of a person (details
supplied) and in view of the fact that the original
submission was made in February 2003; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [23446/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): I can confirm to the Deputy that my
Department received an application for special
needs assistant, SNA, support for the pupil in
question. This is being considered in the context
of the resources available to the school.

Question No. 325 answered with Question
No. 282.

Computerisation Programme.

326. Mr. Stagg asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science the reason for the delay in
providing a computer for home use to a person
(details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [23502/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): My Department has no record of an
application for a grant in respect of the equip-
ment for the person referred to by the Deputy.
I have asked my officials to contact the school
authorities in relation to the special needs out-
lined by the Deputy, with a view to a speedy res-
olution of this matter.

Schools Building Projects.

327. Mr. Kehoe asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science when a school (details
supplied) in County Wexford will obtain a prefab
to accommodate an extra teacher for children
enrolled for September 2004; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [23503/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): All applications for temporary accom-
modation for this year have been considered by
the School Planning Section of my Department.
In the context of the available funding, and the
number of applications for that funding, it was
not possible to approve all applications received,
and only those with an absolute and demon-
strated need for additional accommodation were
approved.

The need for additional accommodation at the
school to which the Deputy refers will be con-
sidered in the context of a review which is being
undertaken of all projects that did not proceed as
part of the 2004 school building programme, with
a view to including it as part of a multi-annual
school building programme from 2005. I expect
to be in a position to make a further announce-
ment in this matter later this year.

It is also open to the school to apply for tem-
porary accommodation for 2005 under a new
scheme recently announced. The closing date for
applications under this scheme is 5 November
2004.

School Staffing.

328. Mr. Kehoe asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science if her attention has been
drawn to the fact that a school (details supplied)
in County Wexford has only two resource
teachers; when extra hours will be available;
when persons waiting will receive additional
teaching support; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [23504/04]

329. Mr. Kehoe asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science if her attention has been
drawn to the fact that the educational psychol-
ogist recommended in 2003 at a school (details
supplied) in County Wexford have two special
needs assistants and has made a further recom-
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[Mr. Kehoe.]
mendation in 2004 for one more special needs
assistant; when this school will be allocated the
special needs assistants that are recommended;
and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [23505/04]

330. Mr. Kehoe asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science if her attention has been
drawn to the fact that a school (details supplied)
in County Wexford is availing of a learning sup-
port teacher one and a half days per week whom
it shares with four other schools in the area; if her
attention has further been drawn to the fact than
in the school there are 12 children in receipt of
learning support, but has 32 children eligible for
learning support as set down by her Department’s
criteria; her plans to increase the number of hours
for the learning support teacher in the school; her
views on whether the number of hours that the
learning support teacher spends in the school is
satisfactory; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [23506/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 328,
329 and 330 together.

The school referred to by the Deputy was
advised of its teacher allocation under the new
weighted system on 24 June 2004. An additional
350 teacher posts are being provided to facilitate
the introduction of the new system. This system
will involve a general weighted allocation for all
primary schools to cater for pupils with higher-
incidence special educational needs, SEN, that is,
those with borderline mild and mild general
learning disability and specific learning disability,
as well as those with learning support needs. In
addition, it will continue to allow for individual
allocations in respect of pupils with lower-incid-
ence special educational needs.

The weighted system will be made as follows:
In the most disadvantaged schools, as per the
urban dimension of Giving Children an Even
Break, a teacher of pupils with special edu-
cational needs will be allocated for every 80
pupils to cater for the subset of pupils with higher
incidence special needs; in all boys schools, the
ratio will be one teacher for every 140 pupils; in
mixed schools, or all girls schools with an enrol-
ment of greater than 30% boys, one for every 150
pupils; and in all girls schools including schools
with mixed junior classes but with 30% or less
boys overall, one for every 200 pupils.

The weighted allocation will enable teaching
support to be provided to pupils with higher-
incidence SEN and learning support needs. This
will obviate the need for schools to submit indi-
vidual applications for pupils in those categories.
Schools may continue to apply for specific
teacher allocations in respect of pupils with
lower-incidence SEN.

My Department now proposes to devise school
clusters in respect of allocations to be made under
the weighted model. Sanction for the filling of
posts will be considered in the context of these

clusters and the weighted arrangements. In order
to facilitate the full introduction of the weighted
model from the school year 2005-06, my Depart-
ment has agreed not to redeploy surplus teachers
from full-time posts via the panel redeployment
process during the current school year. Schools
have been informed, also, that they may retain
excess part-time teaching hours to the extent that
such hours are required for children with low-
incidence SEN.

In relation to special needs assistant support
my Department prioritised applications for SNA
support for new entrants and decisions on the
majority of these were communicated to schools
on 12th August. My officials are continuing to
communicate with schools in respect of other new
entrant cases as additional supporting infor-
mation is provided.

331. Mr. Wall asked the Minister for Education
and Science the position regarding a school
(details supplied) in County Kildare in which,
under new guidelines, there is a severe staff short-
age; if the school employs teaching staff on a tem-
porary basis to overcome the very serious prob-
lem; if her Department proposes to deal with the
matter if extra staff cannot be employed; and if
she will make a statement on the matter.
[23507/04]

340. Mr. Wall asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science the position regarding a school
(details supplied) in County Kildare in relation to
facilitating existing pupils, new pupils and staffing
levels as a result of the recent changes in regard
to primary schools and the provision of staff; and
if she will make a statement on the matter.
[23536/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 331
and 340 together.

I understand from my officials that the school
in question gained an additional mainstream post
due to increased enrolments for the 2004-05
school year. I further understand that the school
in question has six special classes for pupils with
special needs. The approved level of teaching
staff has been sanctioned for all these classes in
accordance with my Department’s criteria.

In addition, this school was advised of its
teacher allocation under the new weighted system
on 24 June 2004. Currently, the school has the
services of two full-time resource teaching posts,
one full-time learning support teacher post and
one shared learning support teacher post. The
school authorities have recently been informed of
the outcome of applications for pupils with lower-
incidence special educational needs, SEN. These
resources can be put in place immediately and are
in addition to the resources mentioned above.

Psychological Service.

332. Ms Harkin asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science if she will reconsider the
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decision to refuse resource teaching time for a
person (details supplied) when the NEPS report
of February 2003 specifically recommended a
resource allocation of two and a half hours.
[23474/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): I wish to advise the Deputy that the
application in question has been reviewed by my
Department. In relation to teaching support, the
Deputy may be aware of the new weighted model
of resource teacher allocation for pupils with
special educational needs who, like the pupil in
question, fall within the high-incidence disability
categories.

It would be expected that the needs of the
pupil in question can be met from within the cur-
rent resource/ learning support teaching allo-
cation available to the school. The school auth-
orities were notified accordingly.

Special Educational Needs.

333. Ms O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science when she will address the
learning support needs of a school (details
supplied) in County Dublin which awaits
decisions in her Department on application for
two special needs assistants and resource teaching
hours for four additional children who have been
assessed as needing resource teaching; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [23475/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): The school referred to by the Deputy
was advised of its teacher allocation under the
new weighted system on 24 June 2004.

An additional 350 teacher posts are being pro-
vided to facilitate the introduction of the new sys-
tem. This system will involve a general weighted
allocation for all primary schools to cater for
pupils with higher-incidence special educational
needs, SEN, that is, those with borderline mild
and mild general learning disability and specific
learning disability, as well as those with learning
support needs. In addition, it will continue to
allow for individual allocations in respect of
pupils with lower-incidence special educational
needs. The weighted system will be made as fol-
lows: In the most disadvantaged schools, as per
the urban dimension of Giving Children an Even
Break, a teacher of pupils with special edu-
cational needs will be allocated for every 80
pupils to cater for the subset of pupils with higher
incidence special needs; in all boys schools, the
ratio will be one teacher for every 140 pupils; in
mixed schools, or all girls schools with an enrol-
ment of greater than 30% boys, one for every 150
pupils; and in all girls schools including schools
with mixed junior classes but with 30% or less
boys overall, one for every 200 pupils.

The weighted allocation will enable teaching
support to be provided to pupils with higher-
incidence SEN and learning support needs. This
will obviate the need for schools to submit indi-
vidual applications for pupils in those categories.

Schools may continue to apply for specific
teacher allocations in respect of pupils with
lower-incidence SEN.

My Department now proposes to devise school
clusters in respect of allocations to be made under
the weighted model. Sanction for the filling of
posts will be considered in the context of these
clusters and the weighted arrangements. In order
to facilitate the full introduction of the weighted
model from the school year 2005-06, my Depart-
ment has agreed not to redeploy surplus teachers
from full-time posts via the panel redeployment
process during the current school year. Schools
have been informed, also, that they may retain
excess part-time teaching hours to the extent that
such hours are required for children with low-
incidence SEN.

In the context of the school in question, it
would be expected that the needs of pupils who
fall within the high-incidence disability categories
can be met from within the current resource
learning support teaching allocation available to
the school. At this stage, the school has received a
response to all applications for resource teaching
support in respect of pupils in the low-incidence
disability categories.

334. Mr. Hayes asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science the number of schools in
County Tipperary which have applied to her
Department for special needs assistance; and the
number of sanctions in the past five years.
[23476/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): The information requested by the
Deputy is not readily available.

It will be possible to compile the information
relating to the number of applications for special
needs assistant support and this will be forwarded
to the Deputy in the near future.

Eamon Ceannt Scholarship.

335. Mr. Neville asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science when an Eamon Ceannt
Scholarship will be made available to a person
(details supplied) in County Limerick.
[23477/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): In commemoration of each of the sig-
natories of the 1916 Proclamation of Indepen-
dence, seven third level scholarships are awarded
annually, in accordance with the terms of the
scheme, based on the Leaving Certificate
Examination.

The scholarship holder will be paid the main-
tenance element of the scholarship in three equal
instalments, as early as possible in each term.
Each instalment of the scholarship can be col-
lected from the Grants-Bursar’s Office of the
college.

Prior to payment of the first maintenance
instalment, the student service charge or, where
appropriate, the Lecture Fee, the college is
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[Ms Hanafin.]
required to confirm to my Department that the
student has been accepted on an approved course
and registration has been completed.

The student support unit of my Department
have not yet received official confirmation of
registration from the college in respect of the
student referred to by the Deputy. My Depart-
ment has contacted the college in question
requesting an early return of the relevant docu-
mentation. Payment for the first instalment of the
scholarship will issue on receipt of same.

Question No. 336 answered with Question
No. 307.

School Accommodation.

337. Mr. S. Ryan asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science if she will report on the need
for additional classrooms for a school (details
supplied) in County Dublin in view of the current
enrolment and the fact that this is a developing
school; the position regarding this application;
and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [23521/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): As recently announced, over the
remainder of this school year a new school plan-
ning model involving published area development
plans will be piloted in five areas. Included in the
pilot scheme is the north Dublin, south Louth and
mid Meath regions which have been identified as
rapidly developing areas. The plan for this par-
ticular area will include an assessment of the
needs of the school referred to by the Deputy.

The purpose of this new approach to school
planning is to ensure that, in future, the provision
of school infrastructure will be decided only after
a transparent consultation process. In this regard,
parents, trustees, sponsors of prospective new
schools and all interested parties in an area will
have the opportunity to have their voices heard in
the process. Following the consultation process,
individual plans will set out the blueprint for
schools’ development in an area covering a
period of up to 10 years.

I am confident that this approach to school
planning will provide a mechanism to ensure that
capital funding is allocated in both a structured
and a clearly identifiable manner into the future.
Most importantly, all of the stakeholders in edu-
cation will have the opportunity of having their
voices heard in the process.

School Staffing.

338. Mr. S. Ryan asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science if she will report on the appli-
cation for learning support staff (details supplied)
in County Dublin; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [23522/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): The school referred to by the Deputy

was advised of its teacher allocation under the
new weighted system on 24 June 2004.

An additional 350 teacher posts are being pro-
vided to facilitate the introduction of the new sys-
tem. This system will involve a general weighted
allocation for all primary schools to cater for
pupils with higher-incidence special educational
needs, SEN, that is, those with borderline mild
and mild general learning disability and specific
learning disability, as well as those with learning
support needs. In addition, it will continue to
allow for individual allocations in respect of
pupils with lower-incidence SEN. The weighted
allocation will be made as follows: In the most
disadvantaged schools, as per the urban dimen-
sion of Giving Children an Even Break, a teacher
of pupils with special educational needs will be
allocated for every 80 pupils to cater for the sub-
set of pupils with higher-incidence SEN; in all
boys schools, the ratio will be one teacher for
every 140 pupils; in mixed schools, or all girls
schools with an enrolment of greater than 30%
boys, one for every 150 pupils; and in all girls
schools including schools with mixed junior
classes but with 30% or less boys overall, one for
every 200 pupils.

The weighted allocation will enable teaching
support to be provided to pupils with higher-
incidence SEN and learning support needs. This
will obviate the need for schools to submit indi-
vidual applications for pupils in those categories.
Schools may continue to apply for specific
teacher allocations in respect of pupils with
lower-incidence SEN.

My Department now proposes to devise school
clusters in respect of allocations to be made under
the weighted model. Sanction for the filling of
posts will be considered in the context of these
clusters and the weighted arrangements. In order
to facilitate the full introduction of the weighted
model from the school year 2005-06, my Depart-
ment has agreed not to redeploy surplus teachers
from full-time posts via the panel redeployment
process during the current school year. Schools
have been informed, also, that they may retain
excess part-time teaching hours to the extent that
such hours are required for children with lower-
incidence SEN.

Question No. 339 answered with Question
No. 307.

Question No. 340 answered with Question
No. 331.

Residential Institutions Redress Scheme.

341. Mr. Naughten asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science further to Parliamentary
Question No. 396 of 29 September 2004, her time-
table for bringing the order before Dáil Éireann;
and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [23537/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): I can confirm that, in accordance with
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section 4 of the Residential Institutions Redress
Act 2002, a draft of the Order necessary to add
the 13 institutions, for which Government
approval was recently received, to the Schedule
to the Act has now been laid before each of the
Houses of the Oireachtas. I understand that prior
to the Houses of the Oireachtas discussing or
approving the draft Order, the matter must first
be referred to the Joint Committee on Education
and Science for its consideration.

In the circumstances it is not possible to give a
definitive timescale by which date the draft Order
would be approved but I expect that it will occur
in the near future.

School Funding.

342. Ms Enright asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science if she intends to increase the
ancillary services grant, which has not been
increased for the past two years; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [23546/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): Funding to primary schools for sec-
retarial and caretaking services has increased
from the \50.79 per pupil that applied in the
2000-01 school year, to \102 per pupil at present.
This represents a doubling of the grant over the
period.

In relation to secondary schools, the support
grant that was introduced under the school ser-
vices support fund was increased from 1 January
last and now stands at \131 per pupil. While pro-
vision for support services, including secretarial
and caretaking, is a particular focus of this fund,
schools have discretion, in line with that available
in relation to per capita grants, as to how this
additional funding is best utilised in the interests
of their pupils. This funding support is provided
in addition to the provision made to schools for
secretaries and caretakers under separate
schemes.

The question of any further increases in the
level of ancillary services grants will be con-
sidered as part of the normal Estimates process.

Capitation Grants.

343. Ms Enright asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science if she intends to increase the
capitation grant in line with inflation; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [23547/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): I am committed to improving the fund-
ing position of primary and secondary schools in
the light of available resources.

Significant improvements in the levels of direct
funding of schools have been made in recent
years. The standard rate of capitation grant for
primary schools has been increased from \57 in
1997 to \121.58 per pupil from 1 January last, an
increase of almost 113%. In the case of secondary
schools, the standard per capita grant now

amounts to \274 from 1 January last as against
the rate of \224.74 that applied in 1997. In the
case of disadvantaged schools this increase has
brought the total per capita grant to \312. In
addition, the support grant that was introduced
under the school services support initiative, was
also increased from 1 January last and now stands
at \131 per pupil. This increase is in addition to
the range of equalisation grants of up to \15,554
per school per annum that was approved in
December 2001.

The question of further increases in the level
of capitation grants payable to primary and sec-
ondary schools will be considered as part of the
normal Estimates process.

School Building Projects.

344. Mr. Carey asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science the progress that has been
made in establishing a site for a school (details
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [23566/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): My Department is currently investigat-
ing a number of options for the long-term accom-
modation needs of the school referred to by the
Deputy.

Among the options under consideration is the
possible purchase of a site. The OPW, which acts
on behalf of my Department in site acquisition
matters generally, is investigating this option. The
school planning section is also looking at the
overall future provision of primary education in
the area in which this school is located. It is cur-
rently engaged in discussions with the primary
education providers concerned. No decisions will
be taken regarding capital investment pending
the conclusion of this broader examination of
the area.

School Staffing.

345. Mr. Noonan asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science if her attention has been
drawn to the fact that a post primary school
(details supplied) in County Limerick, even
though it is significantly over staff quota, cannot
match subject demand to teacher qualifications
and that while it has four woodwork teachers, it
has no French teacher, and has a shortage of
teachers in Maths, English and Religion; if her
attention has further been drawn to the fact that
the school has received no curricular concessions
from her Department for 2004-05, that it has a
very high proportion of pupils with special needs
and that despite 190 special needs hours having
been allocated to the school, 156 of these have
been used to fill gaps in the timetable; if, in con-
sultation with the board of management and the
principal of the school, a special programme will
be set up to meet the variety of needs; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [23582/04]
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Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): Teacher allocations to second level
schools are approved annually by my Department
in accordance with established rules based on
recognised pupil enrolment. Each school manage-
ment authority is required to organise its teaching
time-table and subject options having regard to
pupils needs within the limit of its approved
teacher allocation.

The rules for allocating teaching resources pro-
vide that where a school management authority
is unable to meet its curricular commitments
within its approved allocation, my Department
will consider applications for additional short
term support.

The school concerned applied for curricular
concessions for the 2004-05 school year and fol-
lowing consideration of the application, the
Department granted 3.26 wholetime equivalent
supernumerary posts. In addition, the school has
been allocated 5.78 wholetime equivalent posts to
cater for the special educational needs of pupils
enrolled and .34 wholetime equivalent posts to
cater for traveller pupils enrolled.

An independent appeals committee is available
to school authorities who wish to appeal the
adequacy of their allocations from my Depart-
ment. This committee comprises three members
with relevant experience and expertise in the area
of school planning and timetabling. The school
in question appealed to this committee and was
granted a further wholetime equivalent post.
Decisions of the appeals committee are final.

346. Mr. R. Bruton asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science the number of teaching staff
in 1998 and in 2003 at second level, distinguishing
by type of school and at third level, distinguishing
universities and institutes of technology.
[23584/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): The information requested by the
Deputy is being compiled by my Department at
present and will be forwarded to the Deputy as
soon as it is available.

Educational Projects.

347. Mr. Allen asked the Minister for Edu-
cation and Science if her attention has been
drawn to the fact that the adult educational guid-
ance project in Cork City is facing closure and
that the project personnel are experiencing diffi-
culty in securing a meeting with the adult edu-
cation section of her Department since the pro-
ject received the letter of termination dated 27
August 2004 and if she will meet a delegation of
Cork Deputies and personnel from the project in
order to discuss the difficulties that exist.
[23591/04]

Minister for Education and Science (Ms
Hanafin): Financial support for an adult edu-
cational guidance project in Cork City was
approved by my Department in 2000 on a pilot
basis as part of phase 1 of the Adult Education

Guidance Initiative, AEGI. This initiative com-
prises 25 pilot projects throughout the country
with the aim of providing a high quality edu-
cational guidance service for adults in VTOS, lit-
eracy, community education and other adult edu-
cation courses. Following ongoing monitoring
and evaluation of the service being provided for
the designated target groups, it was decided not
to continue the pilot project in Cork City.

I have asked officials to communicate directly
with the Deputy to hear his views on the matter.

Fishing Vessel Licences.

348. Mr. Ring asked the Minister for
Communications, Marine and Natural Resources
the reason persons (details supplied) in County
Mayo were refused licences for traditional pot
fishing boats. [23257/04]

Minister for Communications, Marine and
Natural Resources (Mr. N. Dempsey): Under the
Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2003 (No. 21 of
2003) the function of sea-fishing boat licensing
was transferred from the Minister for Communi-
cations, Marine and Natural Resources to the
licensing authority for sea-fishing boats which
operates on an independent basis subject to cri-
teria set out in section 3 of that Act. All appli-
cations for sea-fishing boat licences are now con-
sidered by the licensing authority for sea-fishing
boats.

The licensing authority has informed me that
the reasons why the persons referred to by the
Deputy were refused licences are set out in the
letters which informed them of the decisions on
their applications. I am also informed that the
persons concerned have appealed the refusals to
appeals officers appointed under the 2003 Act
and that those appeals have not yet been
determined.

Broadband Programme.

349. Mr. Hogan asked the Minister for
Communications, Marine and Natural Resources
the name of the contractor and the details of the
contract in rolling out broadband throughout the
country; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [23262/04]

Minister for Communications, Marine and
Natural Resources (Mr. N. Dempsey): Under my
Department’s Regional Broadband Programme,
19 metropolitan area fibre networks, MANs, have
been built in association with the local auth-
orities, and a further seven are under construc-
tion. The MANs are 90% funded using ERDF
funding under the NDP 2000-2006, with the
remaining 10% funding coming from the local
authorities. The construction phase of each net-
work in the regional broadband programme is
separately contracted following a tender process
by the local authority concerned.

All of the MANs are being managed for the
State on an open-access basis by E-Net, who were
awarded the services concession contract by my
Department following a competitive tender. Full
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details of the broadband rollout programme can
be found on my Department’s website
www.dcmnr.gov.ie.

Retail Prices.

350. Mr. Hogan asked the Minister for
Communications, Marine and Natural Resources
the level of increase to consumers for all regu-
lated services for which he has responsibility in
terms of retail price; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [23263/04]

Minister for Communications, Marine and
Natural Resources (Mr. N. Dempsey): The infor-
mation sought by the Deputy, broken down by
sector, is set out below and relates to the period
since the formation of the Government in June
2002. I have not listed any service provided by
my Department where the cost of the service has
remained unchanged since then.

Communications: I have no responsibility for
the level of retail prices in the communications
and postal sectors. This responsibility falls within
the remit of the independent regulator — the
Commission for Communications Regulation,
ComReg. In relation to broadcasting, I now set
the cost of a television licence based on an annual
review of RTE’s performance in the previous

Kind of Engine Licence Duty Licence Duty
effective from 1 Jan effective from 1 Jan % Rate

1988 2004 Increase

\ \

Stake net or fly net 190.46 320 68.01

Bag Net 107.92 180 66.79

Head Weir 38.09 65 70.65

Draft Net 107.92 180 66.79

Drift Net 190.46 320 68.01

Snap Net 44.44 75 68.77

Pole Net 19.04 30 57.56

Loop Net 12.69 20 57.60

Box for taking salmon in a fishing weir or a fishing mill dam 76.18 130 70.65

Eye, gap or basket for taking eels in or on a fishing weir or a
fishing mill dam 50.79 85 67.36

Eel trap as used under licence in No. 17 or Drogheda District
in the Eastern Fisheries Region and in No.13 or
Ballyshannon District in the Northern Fisheries Region 82.53 140 69.64

Long Line for eels 50.79 85 67.36

Coghill net for eels 50.79 85 67.36

Fyke nets for eels 50.79 for a train of 85 for a train of
twenty nets or less twenty nets or less
together with, in together with, in

case the train is one case the train is one
of more than of more than

twenty nets, \2.54 twenty nets, \4.25
for each net in for each net in

excess of twenty excess of twenty 67.36

Oyster Licence 50.79 85 67.36

year. The price of a colour television licence
increased from \107 in September 2001 to \152
in January 2004, an increase of 42%.

Energy: I have no function in relation to the
price of electricity or gas. This function in relation
to electricity was transferred to the independent
regulator, the Commission for Energy Regu-
lation, by the European Communities (Internal
Market in Electricity) Regulations 2000, and in
relation to gas by the Gas (Interim) (Regulation)
Act, 2002.

Inland Fisheries: Various licence fees are set
out below. These fees are reinvested in the man-
agement of the fisheries by the central and
regional fisheries boards. The licence fees were
increased from 1 January 2004 to allow for
inflation since they were last increased. The com-
mercial salmon, eel and oyster licence duties and
the special local licence duties were last increased
on 1 January 1988. The salmon, eel and molluscan
shellfish dealers’ licences duties were last
increased on 1 January 1995. All increases were
in line with inflation since the last increase,
rounded up or down to the nearest \5. Rod
licences were last increased on dates specified in
brackets, that is, dates in 1988 and in 1992. Rod
licences were increased on 1 January 2003 and
again on 1 January 2004 in line with inflation.
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Salmon, Eel and Molluscan Shellfish Dealers Licence Duties.

Licence Duty Licence Duty % Rate Increase
effective from 1 Jan effective from 1 Jan

1995 2004

Dealers Licence Duties \ \ %

Salmon 76.18 110 44.39

Eel 76.18 110 44.39

Molluscan Shellfish 76.18 110 44.39

Renewal of part X Licence 76.18 110 44.39

Special Local Licence Duties.

Current Licence Duty Licence Duty % Rate
effective from 1988 effective from 1 Jan Increase

2004

\ \

River Erne

Special local licence to use a:

(1) Draft Net 107.92 180 66.79

(2) Rod and Line for a non annual ordinary licence holder 26.66 45 86.79

(3) Rod and Line for an annual ordinary licence holder 6.34 11 73.5

Rivers Owenea & Owentocker

Special local licence to use a Draft Net 144.75 245 69.26

River Lackagh

Special local licence to use a:

(1) Draft Net 144.75 245 69.26

(2) Rod and Line for a non-annual ordinary licence holder 26.66 45 68.79

Rivers Owenmore & Owenduff

Special local licence to use a:

(1) Draft Net 144.75 245 69.26

(2) Rod and Line for a non-annual ordinary licence holder 26.66 45 68.79

(3) Rod and Line for an annual ordinary licence holder 6.34 11 73.5

Rod Licences

Class of Salmon Rod Ordinary licence Licence Duties as at Licence Duties % Rate of increase
2002 Effective from 1st Jan

2004

\ \

Salmon rod (annual) ordinary licence, other 31.74 (1 Jan 1988) 60 89.04
than a salmon rod (annual) ordinary licence
to which subsection (2) of section 68 of the
Principal Act applies

Salmon rod (annual) ordinary licence to which 21.58 (1 Jan 1988) 38 76.09
subsection (2) of section 68 of the Principal
Act applies (Foyle Area Extension Licence)

Salmon rod (annual) district licence 15.23 (1 Jan 1992) 28 83.85

Salmon rod (twenty-one day) licence 12.69 (1 Jan 1992) 22 73.36

Salmon rod (annual) juvenile) licence 10.15 (1 Jan 1992) 10 −1.50

Salmon rod (one-day) ordinary licence 3.8 (1 Jan 1992) 15 394.74%

(date of last increase in brackets)
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Fishery Harbour Centre Charges

Description of Facility or Rate or Charge at 6.6.2002 Rate or Charge at 1.10.2004 % Increase
Service

Use of harbour by boat
engaged in fishing—

if boat is under 12 metres in \2.29 for each entry into harbour, or \3.00 per gross registered Not Applicable
length \22.85 for each year beginning on the tonne regardless of length or (N/A)

1st day of October, payable in 50c per gross registered
advance. tonne for a single entry

if boat is 12 metres or over but \2.29 for each entry into harbour, or
under 23 metres in length \34.28 for each year beginning on the

1st day of October, payable in
advance.

if boat is 23 metres or over but \2.29 for each entry into harbour, or
under 30 metres in length \45.71 for each year beginning on the

1st day of October, payable in
advance.

if boat is 30 metres or over in \2.29 for each entry into harbour, or
length \57.14 for each year beginning on the

1st day of October, payable in
advance.

Harbour entry charge for N/A New Charge \0.50c per gross N/A
merchant vessel registered tonne

Use of harbour in connection 13c per 50kgs. Varies depending on value per N/A
with cargo of fish-fresh fish tonne 20c per 50 kg \0-\500
(including fish withdrawn per tonne; 50c per 50 kg
from sale) \501-\10,000 per tonne;

\2.00 per 50 kg > \10,000
per tonne

fish for reduction to fishmeal. 6c per 50kgs. 10c per 50 kg 66.67%

Use of electricity \1.14 per hour. N/A N/A

Use of fresh water 91c per tonne. \2.50 per tonne 174.75%

Use of berthage or moorings In the case of passenger and general N/A N/A
provided by harbour cargo ferry boats plying solely between
authority for purpose other Bere Island and Castletownbere, no
than loading or discharging charge.

In any other case 8c on every tonne
of—

the Net Registered Tonnage, or

(b) 50 per cent of Gross Tonnage,
whichever is greater.

Use of harbour in connection In the case of goods being carried from 1-150 tonnes \1.25 per tonne. 171.7%
with loading or discharging Castletownbere to Bere Island for use Over 150 tonnes \2.50 per
of cargo by the inhabitants of Bere Island, no tonne Charge applies in all 443.5%

charge. Fishery Harbour Centres.

In any other case 46c per tonne.

Use of harbour by vessel laid For the first two weeks of the period N/A where a vessel is
up at pier, quay, berthage or during which the vessel is so laid up, registered or licensed.
jetty the rate or charge at Reference

number 5 above is applicable.

For every subsequent day up to the end
of the fifth week, 15c per day per
metre of length of boat.

For every subsequent day after five
weeks, 28c per metre of length of
boat.

Charge for boats plying for \126.97 per boat for each year beginning N/A N/A
hire between Howth and on the 1st day of May, payable in
Ireland’s Eye advance.

Charge for a passenger boat
operating out of Rossaveel—

if boat has a permitted \12.70 for each entry into harbour, or \10.00 per entry or \500.00 N/A
complement of under 50 \1269.74 per annum per boat for each annual entry fee, up to 6
passengers year beginning on the 1st day of May, passengers. \15.00 per entry

payable in advance, or \1000.00 per annual entry
fee 7-12 passengers. \40.00
per entry or \4000.00 annual
entry fee 13 to 99
passengers.

If boat has a permitted \31.74 for each entry into harbour, or 100 or more passengers \1.20 N/A
complement of between 50 \3174.35 per annum per boat for each per passenger, per departure
and 100 passengers year beginning on the 1st day of May, on a monthly basis.

payable in advance,
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Description of Facility or Rate or Charge at 6.6.2002 Rate or Charge at 1.10.2004 % Increase
Service

If boat has a permitted \50.79 for each entry into harbour, or As above
complement of over 100 \5078.95 per annum per boat for each
passengers year beginning on the 1st day of May,

payable in advance.

Syncrolift

Lift \12.49 per metre \20.00 per metre 60.13%

Holding on platform \25.39 per hour N/A N/A

Transfer to yard \8.32 per metre \10.00 per metre 20.19%

Cost per day Days 1-21 \31.74 Per day Days Days 1-10 \100.00 per day 215.06%
thereafter \38.09 Days 11-21 \200.00 per day 530.12%

Days 22 & over \400.00 per 950.14%
day

Supply of Water \12.75 \30.00 135.30%

Supply of waste skip N/A \250.00 per lift

Miscellaneous pier cleaning New Charge 2004 \250.00 N/A
and disposal of abandoned
waste and materials.

Goods improperly stored or New Charge 2004 \30.00 per N/A
causing an obstruction or not day
approved by the Harbour
Master

Release of property or goods New Charge 2004 \250.00 N/A
impounded

Car parking 8am to 8pm 7 New Charge 2004 \1.00 per N/A
days hour

Lorry parking at all times New Charge 2004 \5.00 per N/A
hour

Trailer parking at all times New Charge 2004 \5.00 per N/A
hour

Release of car / lorry/trailer New Charge 2004 \100.00 N/A
clamp

Small craft storage New Charge 2004 \10.00 per N/A
week up to 5.5 metres in
length \15.00 per week 5.6-8
metres \20.00 per week over
8 metres

Use of swinging moorings New Charge 2004 \200.00 per N/A
year up to 5.5 metres in
length \300.00 per year for a
vessel over 5.5 metres

Operation of a mobile crane New Charge 2004 \50.00 per N/A
day between the hours of
8am & 4pm \200.00 per day
outside of normal working
hours

Disposal of ship generated New Charge 2004 Vessels with N/A
waste (mandatory on all less than 10 gross tonnes
vessels operating from the \20.00 per month 10 or more
harbour) gross tonne \40.00 per

month 20 or more gross
tonnes \60.00 per month 30
or more gross tonnes \80.00
per month 100 or more gross
tonnes \100.00 per month.

*Reduced rates may apply
where there is full
compliance with the port
waste reception and handling
plan.
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Maritime Transport

A harbour rates order for Tralee and Fenit Harbour in 2002 prescribed the following rates for loading and off-loading various
items of cargo at that harbour.

Description of Goods Previous Rate per tonne Rate per tonne % Increase since 6 June
Import and 2002

Export

\ \ %

Animal feed and grain 0.60 0.72 20

Boats, yachts, etc. 0.98 1.17 19

Butter, casein and dairy products 0.85 1.02 20

Cement, concrete products 0.74 0.89 20

Chemicals and chemical products 1.28 1.53 20

Coal, turf and other solid fuels 0.51 0.61 20

Cranes and other machinery 1.24 1.49 20

Drill pipes and casing 1.48 1.77 20

Fertilisers 0.67 0.80 20

Fish and fish products 0.74 0.89 19

Sand, gravel and crushed stone 0.40 0.48 20

Livestock 1.55 each 1.86 each 20

Meat and meat products 1.02 1.22 20

Metal Manufacturers 0.83 1.00 20

Ores and minerals 1.03 1.23 19

Petroleum products 0.76 0.91 20

Timber 0.67 0.80 19

Wood pulp 0.39 0.42 19

Other foodstuffs 1.24 1.49 20

Other goods not being foodstuffs 1.32 1.58 20

Description of tonnage of vessel % Increase since 6
Previous Rate Rate June 2002

\ \ %

1. Tonnage rate on every vessel not referred to in reference
no. 2 or 3 below, on every ton of the net register tonnage
or of half the gross tonnage, whichever is the greater—

a. entering or leaving the harbour for the purpose of
loading or discharging cargo 0.94 1.12 19

b. wind-bound or otherwise and not loading or
discharging cargo 0.39 0.47 21

c. remaining in the harbour longer than 7 days, for each
further period of 14 days or part thereof 0.32 0.38 19

2. Tonnage rate on any vessel of 100 tons gross or over
berthing at the quays within the harbour if it is a fishing
vessel, a pleasure craft, sailing boat, motor boat, or a
vessel plying for hire

A. on every such vessel not paying the composite rates
set out at reference number (b) below, for each
entry into the harbour if it is—

i. under 3 tons gross 6.35 10.00 57

ii. 3 tons gross or over but under 6 tons gross 9.53 12.50 31

iii. 6 tons gross or over but under 10 tons gross 12.70 15.00 18.5

iv. 10 tons gross or over but under 20 tons gross 19.05 22.50 18

v. 20 tons gross or over but under 40 tons gross 25..40 30.00 18

vi. 40 tons gross or over but under 60 tons gross 31.74 37.50 18

vii. 60 tons gross or over but under 80 tons gross 38.09 45.00 18

viii. 80 tons gross or over but under 100 tons gross 44.44 52.50 18
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Description of tonnage of vessel % Increase since 6
Previous Rate Rate June 2002

B. on every such vessel using the harbour as a
composite in full of tonnage rates payable annually
in advance by 1 January in each year, or on entry
into the harbour, if it is—

i. Under 1 ton gross 31.74 50.00 57

ii. 1 ton gross or over but under 3 tons gross 63.49 75.00 18

iii. 3 tons gross or over but under 6 tons gross 95.23 110.00 18

iv. 6 tons gross or over but under 10 tons gross 126.97 145.00 14

v. 10 tons gross or over but under 20 tons gross 190.46 220.00 18

vi. 20 tons gross or over but under 40 tons gross 253.95 290.00 14

vii. 40 tons gross or over but under 60 tons gross 317.43 365.00 15

viii. 60 tons gross or over but under 80 tons gross 380.92 440.00 16

ix. 80 tons gross or over but under 100 tons gross 444.41 520.00 17

C. Tonnage rate on a vessel under 100 tons gross using the half the annual rate
harbour for a period in excess of 28 days but less than specified at reference
90 days in a year number 2(b) above

appropriate to its
tonnage

No other harbour rate order increases were
applied since June 2002.

Decentralisation Programme.

351. Mr. Broughan asked the Minister for
Communications, Marine and Natural Resources
the measures he will take to ensure that public
service levels are maintained within the agencies
due to be decentralised under his control, during
and after the decentralisation process; the way in
which this can be achieved in the event of whole-
sale staff change; and the way in which he will
measure the outcomes. [23336/04]

352. Mr. Broughan asked the Minister for
Communications, Marine and Natural Resources
if the public will receive the same level of quality
and service from the agencies in his Department
which they currently enjoy, during and after the
decentralisation process; and if the cost of provid-
ing such services will not increase as a result of
decentralisation and be an extra burden on the
taxpayer. [23337/04]

Minister for Communications, Marine and
Natural Resources (Mr. N. Dempsey): I propose
to take Questions Nos. 351 and 352 together.

The Government’s decentralisation pro-
gramme includes the decentralisation of Bord
Iascaigh Mhara, BIM, to Clonakilty, the Central
Fisheries Board, CFB, to Carrick-on Shannon
and Sustainable Energy Ireland, SEI, to Dundalk.

Each organisation involved in the programme
has submitted a decentralisation implementation
plan to the decentralisation implementation com-
mittee. In the case of the three agencies under
the remit of my Department these plans contain
preliminary risk analysis and plans for risk miti-
gation which take into consideration the impact

of all aspects of the decentralisation process,
including the potential for significant staff turn-
over and loss of corporate memory — expertise,
and business continuity — business efficiency
requirements. These plans will continue to evolve
in line with developments.

My Department is liaising on an ongoing basis
with the agencies involved in relation to the
decentralisation process and particularly in
relation to project management, risk and oppor-
tunity assessment and business continuity stra-
tegies, including knowledge management. The
overall objective for the Department and the
agencies in implementing decentralisation is to
maintain and enhance standards of service deliv-
ery and to realise opportunities for modernisation
and business efficiency and effectiveness as part
of the process.

353. Mr. Broughan asked the Minister for
Communications, Marine and Natural Resources
the way in which he will ensure that specialist
agencies in his Department due to be
decentralised such as Board Iascaigh Mhara, will
retain their expert staff in view of the very low
level of interest shown by staff in internal surveys
in the agencies due to decentralise. [23338/04]

Minister for Communications, Marine and
Natural Resources (Mr. N. Dempsey): The
Government’s decentralisation programme
includes the decentralisation of Bord Iascaigh
Mhara, BIM, to Clonakilty, the Central Fisheries
Board, CFB, to Carrick-on Shannon and Sus-
tainable Energy Ireland, SEI, to Dundalk.

Analysis of the most recent data from the cen-
tral applications facility indicates that some 62%
of staff in the SEI have expressed an interest in
decentralising with the organisation. In the case
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of BIM and the CFB, expressions of interest to
date are low. Central developments will have a
bearing on trends and developments at agency
level in the coming months.

The decentralisation implementation plans of
the three agencies concerned have signalled the
potential for significant staff turnover and loss of
corporate memory-expertise, particularly as
regards technical, professional and expert func-
tions. The mitigation strategies outlined in the
plans include knowledge management and
transfer to underpin business continuity. These
strategies will continue to evolve in the light of
developments at the centre.

354. Mr. Broughan asked the Minister for
Communications, Marine and Natural Resources
the consultations he engaged in prior to the
decision to relocate his Department to Cavan and
Bord Iascaigh Mhara and another part of his
Department to Clonakilty; the way in which the
choice of these venues was arrived at; the persons
whom he consulted; when he consulted with
them; and the outcome of those consultations.
[23339/04]

Minister for Communications, Marine and
Natural Resources (Mr. N. Dempsey): The
Government announcement of 3 December 2003
provided for the relocation of my Department’s
headquarters and functions to Cavan and An
Bord Iascaigh Mhara to Clonakilty. It was sub-
sequently decided that the Department’s seafood
and coastal zone functions would also be located
in Clonakilty.

Our focus has been on widespread consultation
with stakeholders both internal and external since
those decisions were made. In particular, consul-
tation with staff interests are being progressed via
the established partnership and departmental
council fora. In addition, there has been regular
liaison with Department of Finance, the decentra-
lisation implementation, Flynn, committee and
with the Office of Public Works on relevant
aspects of the programme.

The Department’s decentralisation implemen-
tation plan provides for ongoing consultation
with all parties as the decentralisation pro-
gramme rolls out.

Departmental Websites.

355. Ms B. Moynihan-Cronin asked the Mini-
ster for Communications, Marine and Natural
Resources if his Department’s website is up-to-
date; the frequency with which it is updated; if all
press releases from his Department are posted on
the website; if so, the frequency with which they
are posted; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [23433/04]

Minister for Communications, Marine and
Natural Resources (Mr. N. Dempsey): Each div-

ision within my Department is responsible for
updating its own website content and our overall
objective is to ensure that the information on the
website is posted promptly and maintained up to
date.

All press releases relating to my Department
are posted on the website at the time of their
issue.

Post Office Network.

356. Mr. Morgan asked the Minister for
Communications, Marine and Natural Resources
the plans he has to ensure An Post maintains
rural post offices and provide services for rural
communities; if rural post offices, such as the one
at Kilkerley, County Louth where there are no
other offices available to the community, will be
kept open to offer a proper service to that com-
munity; and if he will introduce legislation to
ensure these essential services are maintained in
rural Ireland. [23577/04]

Minister for Communications, Marine and
Natural Resources (Mr. N. Dempsey): The pro-
vision of post office services is already set out in
section 12 of the Postal and Telecommunications
Services Act 1983, and under the memorandum
and articles of association of An Post.

The Government is committed to a viable and
sustainable post office network. This is set out in
its commitment for the retention of the post
office network in the White Paper on rural
development. The operational issues relating to
individual post offices are a day-to-day oper-
ational matter for the company and one in which
I have no function. The post office network has
been the subject of a number of reviews in recent
years in order to facilitate modernisation of the
network and to ensure continued provision of
post office services in a financially sustainable
way.

Under an agreement between the Irish Post-
masters’ Union and An Post, the conversion of
sub post offices from a fixed contract to an
agency basis, whereby payments are linked to
transactions, is being implemented on a voluntary
basis. The key requirement, that a service is pro-
vided locally, is being met by the new agency
arrangement.

An Post has secured additional business for the
network, including Billpay facilities for the ESB,
phone top-ups through their PostPoint service
and a contract with the AIB under which the
bank’s customers can access their accounts
through the network.

Services for People with Disabilites.

357. Mr. Rabbitte asked the Minister for
Communications, Marine and Natural Resources
the role his Department will play in supervising
and monitoring the disability package announced
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[Mr. Rabbitte.]
by the Government on 21 September 2004.
[23799/04]

Minister for Communications, Marine and
Natural Resources (Mr. N. Dempsey): The
Department of Communications, Marine and
Natural Resources outline sectoral plan, pub-
lished in conjunction with the Disability Bill 2004,
covers the operators of passenger ships on voy-
ages within the State or to and from the State,
the international ferry ports which serve these
passenger ships and, where applicable, regional
ports or harbours. A passenger ship is a vessel
which carries more than 12 passengers. There are
approximately 100 passenger ships operating in
or to and from the State. With the exception of
one vessel, all passenger ships are privately
owned and operated.

Passenger ship operators covered by the plan
are to establish procedures to manage compliance
with the plan. The maritime safety directorate of
the Department will be consulting further with
the operators of passenger ships to lead them in
implementing and monitoring the proposed
measures. To operate a passenger ship, the oper-
ator must have the vessel surveyed annually by a
surveyor from the maritime safety directorate to
obtain a passenger ship’s certificate. During the
course of the annual survey the maritime safety
directorate will inspect the vessel for compliance
with the plan. The surveyors from the maritime
safety directorate will undergo appropriate
accessibility training to assist them in carrying out
their functions in this area.

Each port authority at the international ferry
ports of Cork, Dublin, Dún Laoghaire and
Rosslare will establish procedures to manage
compliance with the plan. The Department will
establish a scheme to monitor the compliance of
port authorities with the plan.

Swimming Pool Projects.

358. Mr. Wall asked the Minister for Arts,
Sport and Tourism the position in regard to the
refurbishment of the swimming pool at Athy,
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [23545/04]

Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism (Mr.
O’Donoghue): The contract documents, submit-
ted by Kildare County Council, for the refur-
bishment of the swimming pool in Athy are under
consideration in my Department. Kildare County
Council has also applied for grant aid for the
replacement of the swimming pool in Naas and
the contract documents for that project are also
under consideration.

Under the local authority swimming pool pro-
gramme, projects are considered on a case-by-
case basis and consideration is given to such

issues as to the number and geographical spread
of projects within and between counties, whether
the area is classified as disadvantaged, the
viability of the project, particularly in relation to
operational and maintenance issues, overall fund-
ing package for the project and technical details.
The Department’s annual Estimates provision for
the programme also has a significant influence on
the flow of projects through the approval process.

Vehicle Registration Office.

359. Mr. Penrose asked the Tánaiste and Mini-
ster for Health and Children if it is her or her
Department’s intention to alter the status of the
legal registration office in Mullingar, and that it
remain available for persons in the general area;
and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [23295/04]

Tánaiste and Minister for Health and Children
(Ms Harney): I understand that the Deputy is in
fact referring to the Vehicle Registration Office
in Mullingar which is a matter for my colleague
the Minister for Environment, Heritage and
Local Government.

Hospital Services.

360. Mr. Crowe asked the Minister for Health
and Children the number of patients left on troll-
ies per day in Tallaght Hospital during the last
Dáil session; and the length of time before these
persons accessed wards in the hospital.
[23198/04]

Tánaiste and Minister for Health and Children
(Ms Harney): Services at the Adelaide and Meath
Hospital, incorporating the National Children’s
Hospital, Tallaght, are provided under an
arrangement with the Eastern Regional Health
Authority. My Department has, therefore, asked
the regional chief executive of the authority to
examine this issue and to reply to the Deputy
directly.

Health Centres.

361. Dr. Upton asked the Tánaiste and Mini-
ster for Health and Children if her attention has
been drawn to the fact that a health centre
(details supplied) in Dublin 12 is not wheelchair
accessible; the steps which will be taken to
resolve this important access issue; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [23208/04]

Tánaiste and Minister for Health and Children
(Ms Harney): The provision of health centres to
meet the needs of local communities and the
maintenance and upgrading of such centres
within its functional area is a matter for the rel-
evant health board or the Eastern Regional
Health Authority. In the case of Curlew Road
Health Centre, Drimnagh, Dublin 12, this
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responsibility rests with the Eastern Regional
Health Authority. My Department has asked the
regional chief executive to investigate this matter
and reply direct to the Deputy.

Orthodontic Services.

362. Mr. Wall asked the Minister for Health
and Children when a person (details supplied) in
County Kildare will receive orthodontic treat-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [23209/04]

Tánaiste and Minister for Health and Children
(Ms Harney): Responsibility for the provision of
orthodontic treatment for eligible persons in
County Kildare rests with the Eastern Regional
Health Authority. My Department has asked the
regional chief executive to investigate the matter
raised by the Deputy and to reply to him directly.

National Cancer Strategy.

363. Mr. O’Shea asked the Tánaiste and Mini-
ster for Health and Children the proposals she
has regarding the concerns of Cancer Care
Alliance in the matter of providing a full and
properly resourced cancer service in the south
east (details supplied); and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [23223/04]

Tánaiste and Minister for Health and Children
(Ms Harney): The Government is committed to
making the full range of cancer services available
and accessible to cancer patients throughout
Ireland. To this end, we will provide considerable
investment in radiation oncology facilities in the
coming years.

Since 1997, under the implementation of the
national cancer strategy, there has been a cumu-
lative investment of almost \42 million in cancer
services in the South Eastern Health Board. An
additional \1.16 million was provided in 2004 to
address service pressures in oncology-haema-
tology, including oncology drug treatments. Ten
additional consultants have been appointed for
cancer services in the South Eastern Health
Board since 1997. The board currently has three
consultant medical oncologists, the largest com-
plement of consultant medical oncologists in any
health board area outside of the Eastern region.

At a national level, approval was recently
granted for over 130 additional staff and full-year
revenue funding of \15 million to open the new
radiation oncology department in University Col-
lege Hospital Galway and to expand capacity at
Cork University Hospital. There are currently
eight linear accelerators nationally and these
developments will provide an additional five.
Approval has issued for the appointment of an
additional five consultant radiation oncologists
and recruitment is under way. One of these new

consultants will be based at Cork University
Hospital and will have significant sessional com-
mitments to Waterford Regional Hospital. This
will result in a significant increase in the numbers
of patients receiving radiation oncology in the
short term.

As recommended in the report, the national
radiation oncology co-ordinating group,
NROCG, has been established. The group com-
prises clinical, technical, managerial, academic
and nursing expertise from different geographic
regions. The group’s remit encompasses recom-
mending measures to facilitate improved access
to existing and planned services, including trans-
port and accommodation. The group is expected
to develop proposals in these important areas.
The group will also advise on quality assurance
protocols and guidelines for the referral of public
patients to private facilities.

The NROCG is currently developing a national
telesynergy network for radiation oncology ser-
vices. The South Eastern Health Board has
advised the Department that a telesynergy sys-
tem should be installed in Waterford Regional
Hospital. Arrangements are now being made to
install this technology at the hospital which will
enable the hospital to develop improved linkages
with Cork University Hospital and St. Luke’s
Hospital, Dublin and reduce patient and consult-
ant travel time.

The Government in its decision last year on
radiotherapy services remained open to the pro-
vision of a “satellite” radiation oncology unit in
Waterford. We are determined to deliver
enhanced services for the whole population as
soon as possible. There is unanimity about the
urgent need for significantly enhanced services in
the major population centres of Dublin, Cork and
Galway. I will keep the question of networked
satellite locations under active review.

Medical Cards.
364. Mr. R. Bruton asked the Minister for

Health and Children the number of persons with
medical card cover aged 70 and over in 1998 and
in 2003; and the average cost of medical card
cover for persons aged 70 and over compared to
those aged under 70 in each of the respective
years. [23232/04]

Tánaiste and Minister for Health and Children
(Ms Harney): According to information supplied
in the annual reports of the General Medical Ser-
vices (Payments) Board, the number of persons
with medical card cover aged 70 and over in 2003
was 309,330. It is not possible to give a similar
figure for 1998 as the data were not collected in
that format at that time. However, the number of
persons aged 65 years and over in 1998 was
298,682.

The information requested by the Deputy is set
out in the following table.
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[Ms Harney.]

Year 1998 2003

65 years and Previous medical Newly eligible at 70 years and over
over card holders — 70 years and residing in a

70 years and over Private Nursing
over Home

\ \ \ \

Av. GP capitation payment per patient 106.38 135.86 480.66 696.58

Av. Pharmacy cost per patient 413.15 1,071.05 1,071.05 1,071.05

Av. total payment per patient 519.53 1,206.91 1,551.71 1,767.63

Average payment for all GMS patient age groups

Year 1998 2003

\ \

Av. GP capitation payment per patient 124.18 247.66

Av. Pharmacy cost per patient 231.82 561.82

Av. total payment per patient 356.00 809.48

It should be noted that the costs in the above
tables relate to the GMS scheme only and do not
include other entitlements such as dental and
ophthalmic services.

National Cancer Strategy.

365. Ms O. Mitchell asked the Minister for
Health and Children if a decision has been made
on the locations of the planned two centre Dublin
based radiotherapy service. [23258/04]

Tánaiste and Minister for Health and Children
(Ms Harney): The provision of additional radi-
ation oncology facilities in Ireland in Dublin is
essential to ensure that cancer treatment is avail-
able and accessible for cancer patients. Hospitals
in the Dublin region have been invited to submit
their proposals for the location of new radiation
oncology services. The deadline for these sub-
missions is next Friday, 8 October. I will receive
advice from the chief medical officer of my
Department about these submissions, and from
others with expertise in the area, and I expect to
be in a position to make a decision in the coming
months on this important matter.

Hospital Waiting Lists.

366. Ms O. Mitchell asked the Minister for
Health and Children if information on consult-
ants’ waiting lists for each consultant in each
specialty is made available to general prac-
titioners on a countrywide basis; and, if so, the
frequency with which such information is
updated. [23259/04]

367. Ms O. Mitchell asked the Minister for
Health and Children if information is available or
being collected on numbers awaiting initial con-
sultant appointments following general prac-
titioner referral or on the length of such waiting
times. [23260/04]

368. Ms O. Mitchell asked the Minister for
Health and Children if information on the
numbers awaiting procedures, either treatments
or investigations other than surgical procedures,
is available or being collected by the national
treatment purchase fund; if so, if such figures will
be made available in order that a meaningful
comparison can be made with figures published in
May 2004 which referred to the December 2003
period. [23261/04]

Tánaiste and Minister for Health and Children
(Ms Harney): I propose to take Questions Nos.
366 to 368, inclusive, together.

Responsibility for the collection and collation
of data on waiting lists and waiting times now
rests with the national treatment purchase fund,
NTPF. The NTPF is working closely with health
agencies and individual hospitals to obtain infor-
mation on patients and the specific procedure
required in each case. Currently, the information
collected by the NTPF is collected by hospital and
specialty rather than by individual consultant. As
the NTPF develops into its new role of collecting
and reporting data on waiting lists and waiting
times I anticipate that it will examine and address
the information requirements of general prac-
titioners.

Responsibility for the management and moni-
toring of out-patient waiting lists rests with the
individual hospitals and health boards concerned.
It is a matter for each hospital to prioritise its
services based on patient need and use its avail-
able resources to best effect to ensure that patient
services are delivered efficiently and effectively.

Waiting list figures reported by health agencies
to my Department for the period ended
December 2003 included approximately 3,000
patients reported to be waiting for medical, as
distinct from surgical, specialties. It was not clear
what procedure or treatment these patients were
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awaiting for. The categorisation of these patients
is currently under review.

369. Mr. Ring asked the Minister for Health
and Children when a person (details supplied) in
County Mayo will be called for eye cataract sur-
gery; the length of time they have been on the
pre-assessment list or treatment list; and when
they will be given an appointment. [23273/04]

Tánaiste and Minister for Health and Children
(Ms Harney): The provision of hospital services
for people living in County Mayo is a matter for
the Western Health Board. My Department has
asked the chief executive officer of the board to
investigate the position in relation to this case and
to reply directly to the Deputy.

Departmental Correspondence.

370. Dr. Upton asked the Minister for Health
and Children if a meeting will be arranged with a
person (details supplied) in Dublin 12.
[23278/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Mr. T. O’Malley): I understand
that senior officials in the Department will meet
the person concerned, if she so wishes. A letter
confirming this arrangement issued recently.

Hospital Services.

371. Mr. G. Mitchell asked the Tánaiste and
Minister for Health and Children if funding is
available to continue the programme of the inner
ear cochlear department at Beaumont Hospital;
if proposed implant for a person (details
supplied) in Dublin 12 will be carried out on the
scheduled date; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [23340/04]

Tánaiste and Minister for Health and Children
(Ms Harney): Responsibility for the provision of
health services for persons residing in counties
Dublin, Kildare and Wicklow rests with the
Eastern Regional Health Authority, and services
at Beaumont Hospital are provided under an
arrangement with the authority. My Department
has, therefore, asked the regional chief executive
of the authority to investigate the matters raised
and to reply to the Deputy directly.

Pension Provisions.

372. Mr. Hayes asked the Minister for Health
and Children when the entitlement of pension
rights will be granted to retired nurses (details
supplied). [23349/04]

Tánaiste and Minister for Health and Children
(Ms Harney): Responsibility for the payment of
superannuation rests with the South Eastern
Health Board. My Department has, therefore,
asked the chief executive officer of the health
board to investigate the matter raised by the
Deputy and to reply to him directly.

Hospital Services.

373. Mr. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Mini-
ster for Health and Children when a person
(details supplied) in County Kildare will receive
a wheelchair; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [23350/04]

Tánaiste and Minister for Health and Children
(Ms Harney): The provision of hospital services
for people living in County Kildare is a matter
for the Eastern Regional Health Authority. My
Department has asked the chief executive officer
of the authority to investigate the position in
relation to this case and to reply directly to the
Deputy.

Consultant Appointments.

374. Mr. P. McGrath asked the Minister for
Health and Children if an application has been
received in her Department from the Midland
Regional Hospital in Mullingar seeking approval
for the appointment of a permanent consultant
physician with an interest in diabetic services at
that hospital; the date of this application; the pro-
gress on this application; and the reason diabetic
services are not properly resourced and staffed at
this location in view of noting the high incidence
of diabetes in the area. [23408/04]

Tánaiste and Minister for Health and Children
(Ms Harney): Responsibility for the provision of
services at the Midland Regional Hospital at Mul-
lingar rests with the Midland Health Board. My
Department is not in receipt of an application
from the board for approval of a consultant phys-
ician, with an interest in diabetic services, at Mul-
lingar. However, my Department is advised that
the development of this service is being con-
sidered in the context of the future development
of services at the hospital.

Hospitals Building Programme.

375. Mr. P. McGrath asked the Minister for
Health and Children if she will report on progress
at the Midland Regional Hospital project at Tul-
lamore; the amount spent per annum on this
extension since it commenced; the expected
additional spend until completion; the timescale
for completion and commissioning; and if she will
compare this timeframe and expenditure to the
original estimates for this project. [23409/04]

Tánaiste and Minister for Health and Children
(Ms Harney): The major capital development
project at the Midland Regional Hospital Tulla-
more is a new hospital to replace the existing out-
dated facility. I am glad to report that construc-
tion of the new hospital commenced on site in
October 2002 with a programmed contract com-
pletion date of August 2005. The construction
contract is currently approximately 12 weeks
behind programme and every effort is being
made, by all parties to the contract, to bring the
project back on programme.
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The cumulative annual capital spend by my

Department on the project, from its commence-
ment to the end of 2003 was over \36 million,
broken down as follows:

Year \ million

1998 0.092

1999 0.867

2000 2.097

2001 4.749

2002 4.147

2003 24.084

Total 36.036

For reasons of commercial sensitivity, expected
spend to completion cannot, at this stage of the
development, be disclosed. The current projected
final cost of the project is within the original esti-
mated project cost.

The target timescale for completion of the con-
struction contract, despite the current programme
delay, is August 2005. The equipping process for
the new hospital has commenced with my
Department’s recent approval to the acceptance
of tenders for the radiology department equip-
ment. Equipping and commissioning of the
hospital is expected to be complete in mid 2006.
These timescales are in line with original pro-
jections.

Orthodontic Services.

376. Mr. Ring asked the Minister for Health
and Children if the Western Health Board will
arrange the reassessment of a person (details
supplied) in County Mayo for orthodontic treat-
ment. [23424/04]

Tánaiste and Minister for Health and Children
(Ms Harney): As the Deputy is aware, responsi-
bility for the provision of orthodontic treatment
for eligible persons in County Mayo rests with the
Western Health Board. My Department has
asked the chief executive officer to investigate the
matter raised by the Deputy and to reply to him
directly.

Home Help Service.

377. Mr. Ring asked the Minister for Health
and Children the reason a person (details
supplied) in County Mayo has not been approved
for home help. [23425/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Mr. S. Power): As the Deputy will
be aware, the provision of health services in
County Mayo is, in the first instance, the
responsibility of the Western Health Board. My
Department has, therefore, asked the chief
executive of the board to investigate the matter

raised by the Deputy and reply direct to him as a
matter of urgency.

Departmental Websites.

378. Ms B. Moynihan-Cronin asked the Mini-
ster for Health and Children if her Department’s
website is up to date; the frequency with which it
is updated; if all press releases from her Depart-
ment are posted on the website; if so, the fre-
quency with which they are posted; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [23435/04]

Tánaiste and Minister for Health and Children
(Ms Harney): My Department maintains several
websites in support of its work and the various
initiatives being co-ordinated within the Depart-
ment including health reform, the work of the
General Register Office, the health promotion
unit, the national cancer forum, primary care, the
Adoption Board etc. The main site for the
Department’s work is www.doh.ie. This site pub-
lishes all press releases relating to the Depart-
ment of Health and Children. The site is con-
stantly being updated. Press releases are
published immediately on clearance from the
press office. For the month of September alone
24 press releases were published on the site in
addition to other material. The site is currently
being redeveloped and will be available shortly in
its new format.

Hospital Services.

379. Mr. Wall asked the Minister for Health
and Children if her Department will supply a
minibus to the activities section of a hospital
(details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [23496/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Mr. S. Power): As the Deputy will
be aware, the provision of health services in
County Kildare is, in the first instance, the
responsibility if the South Western Area Health
Board acting under the aegis of the Eastern
Regional Health Authority. My Department has,
therefore, asked the chief executive of the auth-
ority to investigate the matter raised by the
Deputy and reply direct to him as a matter of
urgency.

380. Mr. Wall asked the Minister for Health
and Children the proposals her Department has
to improve facilities and conditions for Alzheimer
patients in Alzheimer units in hospitals within the
South West Area Health Board region; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [23497/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Mr. S. Power): The information
sought by the Deputy is not readily available in
my Department. My Department has written to
the chief executive of the Eastern Regional
Health Authority and asked him to supply me
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with the relevant details, which will be forwarded
to the Deputy as a matter of urgency.

Housing aid for the Elderly.

381. Mr. Wall asked the Minister for Health
and Children if her Department will investigate
the guidelines for the home improvement scheme
for the elderly that is operated by the South West
Area Health Board to permit same to encompass
the disabled person’s grant as operated by local
authorities; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [23499/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Mr. S. Power): The special scheme
of housing aid for the elderly is administered by
the health boards on behalf of the Department of
Environment, Heritage and Local Government.
The disabled person’s grants scheme is the
responsibility of the Department of Environment,
Heritage and Local Government. I understand
from that Department that a review of the oper-
ation of the disabled person’s grants scheme is
being finalised in the Department. The relation-
ship between the disabled persons and essential
repairs grant schemes and the special scheme of
housing aid for the elderly is also being con-
sidered by that Department in the context of
this review.

Medical Cards.

382. Mr. Wall asked the Minister for Health
and Children the number of medical cards not
renewed in the past year in the Kildare area of
the South West Area Health Board; the plans her
Department has to reassess the application cri-
teria for such cards, the income limits and the
mechanism to provide cards on an interim basis
in case in which hardship has arisen due to illness;
and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [23500/04]

Tánaiste and Minister for Health and Children
(Ms Harney): Responsibility for the admin-
istration of the GMS scheme, including decisions
relating to applications for and reviews of medical
cards, lies with the chief executive officer of the
relevant health board-authority by legislation.
Applications are assessed on the grounds of
income and medical need. Accordingly, the ques-
tion has been referred to the regional chief execu-
tive officer of the Eastern Regional Health Auth-
ority for investigation and direct reply.

Occupational Therapy Services.

383. Mr. Wall asked the Minister for Health
and Children the number of occupational thera-
pists within the South Western Area Health
Board region; the efforts her Department has
made to overcome shortfalls; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [23501/04]

Tánaiste and Minister for Health and Children
(Ms Harney): According to the health service
personnel census, a total of 50.6 occupational
therapists in whole time equivalent, WTE, terms
were employed in the South Western Area
Health Board region by the health board, volun-
tary hospitals and the intellectual disability sector
at end-March 2004. This represents an increase of
over 50%, plus 17.5, on the numbers employed at
end-1999.

The Deputy may wish to note that responsi-
bility for human resource planning, including the
employment of occupational therapists, in the
South Western Area Health Board rests with the
regional chief executive of the Eastern Regional
Health Authority. My Department has, therefore,
requested the regional chief executive to investi-
gate the matters raised by the Deputy and reply
to him directly.

At a national level, the continued implemen-
tation of the pay recommendations of the public
service benchmarking body as well as improved
career structures, enhanced opportunities for pro-
fessional and career development, the availability
of the fast track working visa scheme and the stre-
amlining of procedures for the validation of over-
seas qualifications are designed to help sustain
the improvements in staffing levels achieved for
occupational therapy services, both at local and
national level.

In addition, three new occupational therapy
courses commenced in the 2003-04 academic year
in UCC, NUIG and UL. In total, these courses
will provide an additional 75 training places in
occupational therapy. This expansion in training
numbers has been identified in the Bacon report
as sufficient to meet the long-term requirements
for occupational therapists in Ireland.

Hospitals Building Programme.

384. Mr. Haughey asked the Minister for
Health and Children the position regarding the
construction of a 96 bed unit at the Incorporated
Orthopaedic Hospital of Ireland, Clontarf,
Dublin 3; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [23556/04]

Tánaiste and Minister for Health and Children
(Ms Harney): The proposed capital development
at the hospital includes three 32 bed wards, 96
beds in total, a new paramedical services depart-
ment, a new out-patient department and a
number of other services on site. This develop-
ment will bring the total bed complement of the
hospital to 160.

My Department has recently approved stage 3
of the detailed design process for the project. I
understand that the development is at present the
subject of a planning appeals application to An
Bord Pleanála and that a decision on this matter
is expected in the near future. When this appeal
is decided, the project team will be in a position
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to advance the project to tender stage. The new
infrastructure facilities will significantly enhance
the provision of quality services at the hospital.

Hospital Waiting Lists.

385. Mr. Ring asked the Tánaiste and Minister
for Health and Children when a person, details
supplied, in County Galway will be called for
assessment for a tonsillectomy; the date this per-
son was placed on the list; and when they can
expect to be called for assessment. [23557/04]

Tánaiste and Minister for Health and Children
(Ms Harney): The provision of hospital services
for people living in County Galway is a matter
for the Western Health Board. My Department
has asked the chief executive officer of the board
to investigate the position in relation to this case
and to reply directly to the Deputy.

386. Mr. Ring asked the Minister for Health
and Children the average length of assessment
waiting lists and treatment waiting lists in the
Western Health Board region. [23558/04]

Tánaiste and Minister for Health and Children
(Ms Harney): The provision of hospital services
in this instance is a matter for the Western Health
Board. My Department has asked the chief
executive officer of the board to reply directly to
the Deputy in relation to the matter raised.

Departmental Correspondence.

387. Mr. Gregory asked the Tánaiste and Mini-
ster for Health and Children if assistance will be
given in regard to the issues raised with her by
persons in correspondence (details supplied); the
reasons these persons were refused treatment; if
arrangements can be made to facilitate the cor-
rection of inaccuracies in their medical record
without requiring them to go through the FOI
process; if her Department can assist in resolving
the issues involved; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [23559/04]

Tánaiste and Minister for Health and Children
(Ms Harney): My Department has no record of
having received correspondence from the persons
referred to by the Deputy.

The clinic in question is privately operated and
I have no direct function in the matter. However,
my Department has asked the regional chief
executive of the Eastern Regional Health Auth-
ority to investigate the matters raised and to reply
to the Deputy directly.

Cancer Screening Programme.

388. Ms B. Moynihan-Cronin asked the
Tánaiste and Minister for Health and Children
the position regarding a healthcare unit (details
supplied) in County Kerry as soon as a new ser-
vice is extended to the Southern Health Board

area; the consequences the extension of the ser-
vice will have for the healthcare unit; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [23560/04]

Tánaiste and Minister for Health and Children
(Ms Harney): The national roll-out of
BreastCheck to the western and southern regions
is a key priority in the development of cancer ser-
vices. Women in the age group 50 to 64 years will
be invited for screening. As regards the southern
region, the designated clinical unit at the South
Infirmary-Victoria Hospital with its three associ-
ated mobile units will provide services for women
in counties Cork, Kerry, Waterford, Limerick and
Tipperary south. It is anticipated that approxi-
mately 26 women in this age group in County
Kerry will be diagnosed with breast cancer in the
first round of screening and approximately 12 in
the second round.

BreastCheck will arrange for the treatment of
such women at the designated clinical unit.
Women also have the option of a referral to a
regional designated centre that treats women
with symptomatic breast disease. Women outside
of this age cohort who are diagnosed with breast
cancer will continue to be referred to such
centres.

Health Board Services.

389. Mr. S. Ryan asked the Tánaiste and Mini-
ster for Health and Children if she will report on
the situation at a centre (details supplied) in
County Dublin; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [23581/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Mr. T. O’Malley): The provision of
health related services is a matter for the relevant
health board. Accordingly, a copy of the Deputy’s
question has been referred to the regional chief
executive, Eastern Regional Health Authority,
with a request that he examine the case and reply
directly to the Deputy as a matter of urgency.

Services for People with Disabilities.

390. Mr. Rabbitte asked the Tánaiste and Mini-
ster for Health and Children the role her Depart-
ment will play in supervising and monitoring the
disability package announced by the Government
on 21 September 2004; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [23795/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Health
and Children (Mr. T. O’Malley): With reference
to the supervision and monitoring of the various
elements of the disability strategy which were
announced on 21 September, there are a number
of measures which my Department is taking to
begin the implementation, in particular, of those
elements directly relevant to the health service.

The outline sectoral plan for my Department,
which was published as part of the strategy, was
an interim one and will be the subject of consul-
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tation with the various relevant groups with an
interest in the area of disability before it is
finalised for submission to the Oireachtas in
accordance with the provisions of the Bill. A
number of the actions contained in the outline
sectoral plan are already in progress, for example,
the strategic review of disability services and the
development of a national policy framework for
mental health services which is being prepared by
the expert group on mental health policy.

Officials from my Department are also working
with the interim HSE, the health boards and the
National Council for Special Education with
regard to the arrangements necessary to support
the implementation of the provisions of the Edu-
cation for Persons with Special Educational
Needs Act 2004.

My Department is also working on the details
of the specific monitoring mechanisms which will
be directly related to the multi-annual investment
programme which is part of the current Estimates
and budget discussions with the Department of
Finance.

Rail Services.

391. Mr. R. Bruton asked the Minister for
Transport the details of the fare levels on CIE
services at the beginning of 1998 and at the end
of 2003. [23233/04]

Minister for Transport (Mr. Cullen): There
have been two across the board increases in CIE
single standard fares between the beginning of
1998 and the end of 2003. A further increase took
effect on 1 January 2004. The following tables set
out the standard fares at the beginning of 1998
and at the beginning of January 2004. Discounted
fares which are not controlled by me have not
been included.

Bus Átha Cliath

Stages 1998 2004

Adult £ (\) \

1-3 0.55 (.70) 0.85

4-7 0.80 (1.02) 1.25

8-13 1.00 (1.27) 1.45

14-22 1.10 (1.40) 1.65

23 plus 1.25 (1.59) 1.75

Outer Suburban 1 1.65 (2.10) 2.05

Outer Suburban 2 2.25 (2.86) 3.05

Outer Suburban 3 3.00 (3.81) 4.05

School Child

All Stages 0.30 (.38) 0.45

Child

1-7 0.35 (.44) 0.55

8-25 0.5 (.70) 0.80

Iarnród Éireann — Dublin Suburban Rail

Adult 1998 2004

Zone £ (\) \

A 0.65 (.83) 1.05

B 0.80 (1.02) 1.25

C 1.60 2.03) 2.60

D 1.10 1.40) 1.80

E 2.25 (2.86) 3.30

G 1.00 (1.27) 1.55

J 1.30 (1.65) 2.10

Child 1998 2004

Zone £ (\) \

A 0.40 (.51) 0.65

B 0.40 (.51) 0.65

C 0.65 (.83) 1.05

D 0.60 (.76) 0.90

E 0.95 (1.21) 1.45

J 0.65 (.83) 1.05

School Child

All Zones 0.35 (.44) 0.65

Iarnród Éireann — InterCity Rail

Zone 1998 2004

£ (\) \

A 3.50 (4.44) 4.50

B 4.50 (5.71) 6.00

C 5.50 (6.98) 7.50

D 6.50 (8.25) 10.00

E 7.50 (9.52) 11.50

F 9.00 (11.43) 13.50

G 11.00 (13.97) 16.50

H 13.50 (17.14) 20.00

J 15.00 (19.05) 22.00

K 17.00 (21.59) 26.00

L 19.00 (24.13) 28.50

M 20.50 (26.03) 31.00

N 23.00 (29.20) 34.00

P 25.00 (31.74) 38.00

R 27.50 (34.92) 41.50

S 30.00 (38.09) 45.50

T 33.00 (41.90) 50.00

U 35.00 (44.44) 53.00

Bus Éireann

(Up to 64 Stage Units — long distance fares)

Stage Units 1998 2004

£ (\) \

0-2 0.70 ( .89) 1.20

3-4 0.80 (1.02) 1.20

5-6 0.90 (1.14) 1.30



1147 Questions— 5 October 2004. Written Answers 1148

Stage Units 1998 2004

7-8 1.10 (1.40) 1.60

9-10 1.35 (1.71) 2.00

11-12 1.65 (2.10) 2.60

13-14 1.75 (2.22) 2.70

15-16 2.10 (2.67) 3.10

17-18 2.25 (2.86) 3.30

19-20 2.35 (2.98) 3.50

21-22 2.50 (3.17) 3.80

23-24 2.80 (3.56) 4.10

25-26 3.00 (3.81) 4.60

27-30 3.20 (4.06) 4.90

31-32 3.50 (4.44) 5.20

33-36 3.80 (4.83) 5.70

37-38 4.20 (5.33) 6.20

39-42 4.40 (5.59) 6.70

43-46 4.80 (6.09) 7.50

47-50 5.00 (6.35) 7.80

51-60 5.50 (6.98) 8.50

61-64 5.90 (7.49) 8.80

Bus Éireann

(Over 64 Stage Units)

Stage Units 1998 Current 2004
1998 Stage

Units

£ (\) \

65-68 6.30 (8.00) 65-70 9.50

69-72 6.70 (8.51) 71-75 10.40

73-76 6.90 (8.76) 76-80 10.50

77-84 7.30 (9.27) 81-85 11.00

85-88 7.70 (9.78) 86-90 11.50

89-92 8.00 (10.16) 91-95 12.00

93-96 8.20 (10.41)

97-100 8.60 (10.92) 96-100 12.50

101-118 8.80 (11.17) 101-110 13.00

111-120 13.50

119-134 9.00 (11.43) 121-140 13.50

135-146 9.30 (11.81) 141-150 14.00

147-166 9.70 (12.32) 151-160 14.50

167-176 10.00 (12.70) 161-170 15.00

177-186 10.50 (13.33) 171-180 15.50

187-206 11.00 (13.97) 181-190 16.00

207-216 11.50 (14.60) 191-220 17.00

217-256 12.00 (15.24) 221-260 17.50

257-296 13.00 (16.51) 261-300 19.00

297-356 14.00 (17.78) 301-350 20.50

357-396 15.00 (19.05) 351-400 22.00

397-456 16.00 (20.32) 401-450 23.00

457+ 17.00 (21.59) 451-500 24.00

501-600 25.00

601+ 26.00

Decentralisation Programme.

392. Mr. Connaughton asked the Minister for
Transport the number of employees of the

National Roads Authority who have signalled
their intention to decentralise to Ballinasloe; the
number who have been allocated to decentralise;
and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[23247/04]

Minister for Transport (Mr. Cullen): The cen-
tral applications facility has received one appli-
cation for a decentralised position at Ballinasloe
from an employee of the National Roads Auth-
ority. Some 89 posts from the National Roads
Authority have been allocated for decentralis-
ation to Ballinasloe. There has been a general
reluctance on the part of State agency employees
to use the CAF and this may well have influenced
the National Roads Authority position. The
Department of Finance is currently engaged in
ongoing negotiations with unions and staff associ-
ations representing State agency employees.

Rail Network.

393. Mr. Connaughton asked the Minister for
Transport the position concerning the western
rail corridor; if he will publish the report of the
study group set up in 2004; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [23249/04]

Minister for Transport (Mr. Cullen): Earlier
this year the then Minister established an expert
working group, under the chairmanship of Mr.
Pat McCann, chief executive, JurysDoyle Hotel
Group, to carry out a full examination of the pro-
posal to reopen the western rail corridor. The
group is comprised of county managers, directors
of the regional authorities, representatives of the
city and county development boards, the Western
Development Commission, West-on-Track and
the intercounty rail committee, Iarnród Éireann,
the Railway Procurement Agency and my
Department. Currently the working group is
examining all aspects of the western rail corridor
proposal and I will consider publishing the
group’s findings when it has completed its work.

Driving Tests.

394. Mr. Hogan asked the Minister for Trans-
port when a driving test will be arranged for a
person (details supplied) in County Carlow; and
if he will make a statement on the matter.
[23266/04]

Minister for Transport (Mr. Cullen): A driving
test will be arranged in due course for the per-
son concerned.

Speed Limits.

395. Ms O. Mitchell asked the Minister for
Transport if the metrification process of speed
limit signs will commence on 1 January 2005; if
he will outline the new speed limits which will
apply and the circumstances in which a lower
than 30 mph maximum speed limit can be
enforced. [23268/04]

Minister for Transport (Mr. Cullen): My prede-
cessor announced last month that it is intended
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that metric speed limits be in place on 20 January
2005. A metrication changeover board is working
to that timeframe. In order to facilitate the chang-
eover it is necessary to amend the Road Traffic
Acts to provide for the introduction of new speed
limit structures expressed in metric values. To
that end I intend to progress the passage of the
Road Traffic Bill 2004, published on 11 June last,
through the Houses of the Oireachtas shortly.
The Bill contains proposals to provide for the
application of the following default speed limits
on public roads: motorway, 120 kph; national
roads, 100 kph; non-national roads, 80 kph; built-
up area, 50 kph.

In addition, it is proposed that the range of
road speed limits should also contain special
speed limits in the values of 120, 100, 80, 60, 50
and 30 kph. It is proposed that these special speed
limits could be applied in lieu of a default speed
limit by local authorities through the making of
special speed limit by-laws or, in the case of
special speed limits of 100, 80, 60 or 50 kph, by a
county or city manager through the making of a
road works speed limit order.

In the case of the special speed limit of 30 kph,
the legislative proposal in the Road Traffic Bill
provides that this limit only be applied by local
authorities in accordance with guidelines to be
issued by me. These special speed limit appli-
cation guidelines will set out the criteria that local
authorities must have regard to in the introduc-
tion of the special low speed limit in residential
areas, including a requirement that appropriate
traffic calming measures are in place.

Following the enactment of the proposed new
primary legislation, I will advance secondary
legislation to prescribe ordinary speed limits, that
is, vehicle-related speed limits, in metric values.

Rural Transport Services.

396. Ms Harkin asked the Minister for Trans-
port if adequate funding in the region of \6 mill-
ion will be allocated in 2004 to the rural transport
initiative for meaningful development to be
achieved; and if the RTI period will be extended
until the end of 2006 as outlined in the recent
external evaluation by a company, details sup-
plied. [23277/04]

Minister for Transport (Mr. Cullen): I am
delighted to announce that in line with the princi-
pal recommendation of the recent evaluation
report on the rural transport initiative, RTI, my
Department will continue to fund this pilot
initiative for a further two years to the end of
2006. The evaluation was carried out by Fitzpa-
trick Associates, economic consultants, and was
commissioned by Area Development Manage-
ment Limited which manages the RTI on behalf
of my Department.

This extension of the pilot RTI will allow a
more comprehensive appraisal of the effective-
ness of the initiative in addressing the transport
needs of rural areas, particularly as many of the
pilot projects only became fully operational in

2003. While the National Development Plan
2000-2006 proposed a total of \4.4 million for this
initiative, some \6 million has already been pro-
vided for it in the two year period ended
December 2003 and further funding of \3 million
is being provided for the RTI in 2004. Decisions
relating to the specific level of funding for the
RTI next year will be taken in due course as part
of the 2005 Estimates process which is currently
under way.

Driving Tests.

397. Mr. Naughten asked the Minister for
Transport further to correspondence (details
supplied) if he will furnish a response; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [23407/04]

Minister for Transport (Mr. Cullen): I assume
the Deputy is referring to the correspondence to
the person in question bearing the reference
MOTCO4/2629 that issued on 13 August from
the Minister’s office in response to issues raised
by that person in connection with his driving test.

Departmental Websites.

398. Ms B. Moynihan-Cronin asked the Mini-
ster for Transport if his Department’s website is
up to date; the frequency with which it is updated;
if all press releases from his Department are
posted on the website; if so, the frequency with
which they are posted; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [23436/04]

Minister for Transport (Mr. Cullen): Every
effort is made to ensure that the Department’s
website is up to date. The material on the site is
updated on a regular basis. Departmental press
releases are normally posted on the site on the
day they are issued.

Air Services.

399. Mr. J. Higgins asked the Minister for
Transport the number of US military personnel
passing through Shannon Airport for each month
of 2004 to date. [23485/04]

Minister for Transport (Mr. Cullen): Civilian
air carriers carrying weapons or munitions wish-
ing to land or over-fly Irish airspace are obliged
to seek exemption from the provisions of sections
6 and 7 of the Air Navigation (Carriage of
Munitions of War, Weapons and Dangerous
Goods) Order 1973. This order applies only to
the carriage of munitions of war, weapons and
dangerous goods and not to military personnel.
There is no limitation on the carriage of military
troops on civilian aircraft if they are unaccompan-
ied by weapons or munitions, as is sometimes the
case. Therefore, my Department does not collate
information with regard to the number of military
troops onboard civilian aircraft.

On the basis of information collected by Aer
Rianta, the numbers of troops travelling on civ-
ilian aircraft are as follows:
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Number

January 7,605

February 11,373

March 16,697

April 11,474

May 6,967

June 9,400

July 11,932

August 14,830

Test centre Number of applicants Available for test Scheduled for test Unavailable for test
awaiting a driving test

at 4 October 2004

Clonmel 1,935 1,372 206 357

Nenagh 728 558 84 86

Thurles 1,171 933 134 104

Tipperary 1,008 774 149 85

Public Transport.

401. Ms Shortall asked the Minister for Trans-
port if the RPA will make arrangements through
his Department to introduce an interim arrange-
ment, pending the introduction of ticketing, in
order that commuters who use bus, Luas and rail
may be covered under the same ticket; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [23553/04]

Minister for Transport (Mr. Cullen): The Rail-
way Procurement Agency, RPA, has statutory
responsibility for the development of a national
integrated ticketing system, based on smartcard
technologies, for implementation initially in the
Dublin area. The contactless smartcard-based
integrated ticketing system will enable a passen-
ger to use a single ticket on one or more public
transport services, by road and by rail, irrespec-
tive of the transport operator involved.

A first step was the launch in April this year,
in conjunction with the RPA, of a smartcard tick-
eting system by a private operator, Morton’s
Coaches, on its services. Another important step
will be the launch soon of smartcards on Luas
services. In addition, it is expected that Dublin
Bus, Irish Rail-DART and some additional
private operators will follow during 2005. In the
meantime, tickets using magnet strip technology
are available for travel on Dublin Bus and Irish
Rail services and the RPA has concluded a simi-
lar arrangement with Dublin Bus and Irish Rail
in respect of Luas services. A combined bus, Luas
and rail ticket is under discussion.

Driving Tests.

402. Mr. Naughten asked the Minister for
Transport the plans he has to make allowances in
the driver theory test for persons with learning
disabilities; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [23554/04]

Statistics for September were not available when
this reply was prepared.

Driving Tests.
400. Mr. Hayes asked the Minister for Trans-

port the number of persons waiting for a driving
test in County Tipperary; and the breakdown of
the figures. [23488/04]

Minister for Transport (Mr. Cullen): The
number of persons currently awaiting a driving
test at driving test centres in County Tipperary is
set out in the following

Minister for Transport (Mr. Cullen): The speci-
fication which the contractor operating the driver
theory test is obliged to meet provides for the
delivery of a user friendly computerised theory
testing system and requires that candidates with
special needs be provided for. This includes the
provision of reading assistance and voice-over
audio with an extended time slot for the test.

The test is based on a question bank, which has
been developed, inter alia, in consultation with
the Association for Children and Adults with
Learning Difficulties and the National Adult Lit-
eracy Agency. The question bank is available in
book format or as a CD which includes voice-
over audio.

The test standard applies to all candidates and
special allowances cannot be made in the marking
of questions in any case regardless of the particu-
lar circumstances.

Travel Survey Data.

403. Mr. R. Bruton asked the Minister for
Transport his estimate of the total number of
morning peak journeys in the greater Dublin area
in 1998 and in 2003; and his estimate of the
number of these by public transport and by
private car. [23587/04]

Minister for Transport (Mr. Cullen): The
Dublin Transportation Office, DTO, while it does
not have survey data for the years requested by
the Deputy, has provided travel survey data for
the years 1997 and 2002. The 1997 survey data
is based on the DTO’s own survey carried out
throughout the greater Dublin area, GDA, while
the 2002 data are based on the travel to work and
travel to school data in the 2002 census of
population.

There are some differences between the data
gathered in these years. For example, in 1997 the
DTO survey included only those travelling by car,
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bus or rail, while the 2002 census data also
includes those walking, cycling and travelling by
motorcycle, van or lorry. In addition, while the
DTO’s 1997 survey was carried out during the
period 8 a.m. to 9 a.m., generally the busiest hour
on the transport networks, the 2002 census data
relates to all journeys to work and school. Using
the CSO journey to work and school data, the
DTO has provided a best estimate of total 2002
trips in the GDA in the period 8 a.m. to
9 a.m. using the stated departure, arrival and
journey times of enumerated persons in the
GDA.

On the basis of its estimate, the DTO break-
down of morning peak hour journeys, 8 a.m. to 9
a.m., in the greater Dublin area in 1997 and in
2002 are as follows:

1997 2002

Car 181,000 280,000

Public Transport 69,000 113,000

Total 250,000 393,000

The Deputy should be aware that these data
exclude travel under other modes which embrace
those walking, cycling, and travelling by motor-
cycle, van or lorry.

Services for People with Disabilities.

404. Mr. Rabbitte asked the Minister for Trans-
port the role his Department will play in supervis-
ing and monitoring the disability package
announced by the Government on 21 September
2004; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [23797/04]

Minister for Transport (Mr. Cullen): In con-
junction with the publication of the Disability Bill
2004, my Department recently published its out-
line sectoral plan for accessible public transport.
This is a draft consultation document which out-
lines my Department’s proposals in relation to
the ongoing development of accessible public
transport services for people with mobility and
sensory impairments.

The plan covers public transport accessibility
issues relating to bus and rail public transport,
taxi services and airport facilities. It will be
reviewed on a periodic basis and amended and
updated as necessary to take account of prevail-
ing regulatory, economic and financial conditions
and to take account of the impact of changes in
transport technology.

In the coming days the Minister of State,
Deputy Callely, will be given formal responsi-
bility for overseeing the implementation of the
action plan. The main mechanisms for supervising
and monitoring the commitments under the plan
are listed in section 9 of the document. A senior
official in the Department has been given specific
responsibility for reporting to me on the roll-out

of the plan. The commitments in the plan will be
included in the Department’s next statement of
strategy and progress on its implementation will
be included in the Department’s annual reports.
Progress in relation to the implementation of the
plan will feature as an agenda item of the Depart-
ment’s management board. The remit of the
public transport accessibility committee, estab-
lished under the Programme for Prosperity and
Fairness in July 2000, will be extended to include
a monitoring role with regard to progress by the
agencies under the aegis of the Department in
implementing the plan.

My Department has in place service level
agreements with the CIE companies which link
performance standards and quality of services
with subvention payments and capital grants
made by the Department to the companies. It is
proposed to extend the range of performance tar-
gets to include the provisions of this plan, in so
far as they pertain to the companies’ areas of
responsibility.

In addition, Bus Éireann, Bus Átha Cliath,
Iarnród Éireann and the Railway Procurement
Agency have each appointed a senior manage-
ment executive with responsibility for accessi-
bility matters. Each of these officials will be
responsible for delivering on the commitments
contained in this plan in respect of the company
concerned and for reporting to, and liaising with,
my Department in relation to all transport
accessibility matters. I understand that Connex
Transport Ireland Limited will also appoint a
senior official with responsibility for accessibility
matters in respect of the operation of Luas.

My Department will continue to monitor and
review public transport accessibility devel-
opments at the State and regional airports. The
process of making taxis wheelchair accessible is
being addressed by the Commission for Taxi
Regulation which was recently established under
the provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act 2003.

EU Directives.

405. Mr. G. Mitchell asked the Minister for
Justice, Equality and Law Reform if he will
address the concerns of an organisation, details
supplied. [23463/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): The EU legal instrument
referred to in the Deputy’s question is Council
directive 2003/9/EC of 27 January 2003 laying
down minimum standards for the reception of
asylum seekers. This directive is covered by title
IV of the EU treaties and by the “Protocol on
the position of the United Kingdom and Ireland”
under which the State has an option to participate
in its provisions.

Many of the key provisions of the directive,
although the responsibility of a number of
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Departments and agencies, are already covered
by national procedures and, in many areas, our
national standards would exceed those provided
for in the directive. The modalities and impli-
cations of the exercise of this option in respect of
this particular directive are under consideration
at the present time.

Gaming and Lotteries Legislation.

406. Dr. Upton asked the Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform the plans he has to
prohibit or regulate the advertising of too good
to be true prize-winning schemes; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [23482/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): In so far as some prize-winning
schemes are conducted in lottery form, for
example, scratch cards, the provisions of the
Gaming and Lotteries Acts 1956 to 1986 apply.
Under the 1956 Act, all lotteries are unlawful
except those which are specifically permitted.
Furthermore, under section 22 of the Act, publi-
cation of any notice or announcement concerning
a lottery, other than announcement of the results
of a lawfully conducted lottery, is prohibited. The
investigation of specific complaints in relation to
breaches of the law is a matter for the Garda
Sı́ochána in the first instance.

Some prize-winning schemes use premium rate
services to generate revenue. In those cases, the
prior authorisation of Regtel, Regulator of Pre-
mium Rate Telecommunications Services Lim-
ited, must be obtained in advance and its code of
practice must be complied with.

The recommendations of the report of the
interdepartmental review group on the review of
the Gaming and Lotteries Acts 1956-86, pub-
lished in June 2000, including those with regard
to the conduct of various categories of lottery, are
being examined in my Department in light of the
proposed legislation to amend and update the
Gaming and Lotteries Acts.

Child Care Services.

407. Mr. G. Mitchell asked the Minister for
Justice, Equality and Law Reform if he will
approve funding for a project, details supplied, in
Dublin 10 in view that all other funding is in
place; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [23186/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): I can confirm that a capital
grant application for more than \1.1 million was
submitted by the group to my Department some
time ago and that this is one of a number of appli-
cations currently on hand for capital funding from
projects located in this area.

The equal opportunities child care programme
2000-2006 is a seven year development pro-
gramme which aims to increase the availability
and quality of child care to support parents in
employment, education and training. The pro-
gress of the programme was commented upon
very favourably by the mid-term evaluators of
both the regional operational programmes and
the National Development Plan 2000-2006 and,
following the mid-term review, additional funding
of approximately \12 million was made available
for the child care measures. This brings the total
funding available for the programme to \449.3
million.

There has been considerable demand from
community-based groups for capital grant assist-
ance under the programme and every county has
benefited significantly from grants to provide new
and enhanced community-based child care facili-
ties and, indeed, to support capital developments
in the private child care sector. Area Develop-
ment Management Limited, on behalf of my
Department, is currently carrying out an exten-
sive review of the programme’s capital commit-
ments to date, numbering more than 1,100 and at
a value of \114 million, to ensure that all the
grant commitments previously entered into will
be realised. Projects may be awaiting planning
permission or the completion of tender processes
before reasonable assurance can be taken that
they will proceed and, if they do not, the funding
set aside can be decommitted and made available
to another project. Expenditure under the pro-
gramme covers the period to the end of 2007 and
must take place in a planned manner, as must
grant approvals, to ensure that the programme
can meet its financial commitments at all times.

In addition, my Department has recently
reviewed the different budget lines under the
EOCP, including the capital programme, to
ensure that the most effective use is made of all
remaining funding in accordance with the pro-
gramme’s objectives. This has brought to \157
million the total allocation for the capital
development of child care under the present pro-
gramme. At the same time, an extensive review
of child care provision on the ground has taken
place to identify obvious service gaps, the filling
of which will be a priority using the remaining
capital funding which exceeds \30 million. Some
\25 million of this is being earmarked for com-
munity-based not-for-profit child care groups
which provide services for young children in
order to support their parents who may be in
employment, education and training.

I intend to allocate the remaining capital fund-
ing under this strand of the Government’s com-
mitment to child care to address the most
immediate service gaps. As a result, all the pro-
jects in the pipeline on 30 April 2004 have been
reviewed again by Area Development Manage-
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ment Limited on the basis of geographical need,
the range of services being offered, value for
money and the capacity of the groups to complete
a project before the end of the programme in
2007. Those projects which best meet the criteria
will receive priority funding from the capital
funding which remains unallocated at this point.

I have made enquiries and I understand that
the application for capital grant assistance in
respect of this project has been reviewed as part
of the review process to which I have just
referred. I understand that the recommendations
in relation to the allocation of the remaining
funding are in preparation. If a project is recom-
mended for funding as part of this process, its
recommendation will be conditional upon its
being able to establish that it can be completed
within a fixed budget and a tight timeframe. If a
project is not recommended for priority funding
at this time, it may be considered again should
additional capital resources become available and
if the project has adequately demonstrated that it
would merit funding under the programme dur-
ing the review process. The allocation of any
additional funding which might become available
to me will also be allocated on the basis of local
need, levels of service being offered and value
for money.

I do not doubt but that the success of the
present strand of the programme and the need to
continue to make child care available to support
the child care needs of our still growing work
force will support my case for ongoing capital and
current funding from Government for this key
sector. Indeed, should any additional funding
become available before the end of the present
national development plan, I would expect that
the programme would again benefit from
transfers. In the interim, it would be premature
of me to comment further on this particular capi-
tal grant application.

Court Poor Box System.

408. Mr. O’Shea asked the Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform his views on whether
the funds from the court poor box should be dis-
bursed by the Dormant Accounts Fund Disburse-
ment Board; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [23187/04]

409. Mr. O’Shea asked the Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform his proposals to
transfer the disbursement of funds from the court
poor box from the Judiciary to a Government
Department; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [23188/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): I propose to take Questions
Nos. 408 and 409 together.

The Law Reform Commission published a con-
sultation paper in March 2004 with regard to this
matter. In the paper, the commission put forward
a number of provisional recommendations as to
how the court poor box system might be refor-
med. I understand that the commission invited
submissions from interested parties by 30 Sep-
tember 2004 and that the commission will publish
a report containing its final recommendations
when the consultation process is complete. I will
await the commission’s final recommendations
before deciding on how the court poor box sys-
tem should be reformed.

Garda Stations.

410. Mr. O’Connor asked the Minister for
Justice, Equality and Law Reform if his attention
has been drawn to the view of the community in
Tallaght west that the issue of a Garda station for
Tallaght west be revisited; if he will arrange a for
a high level discussion with the Garda authorities
in the matter; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [23202/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): I have been informed by the
Garda authorities who are responsible for the
detailed allocation of resources, including person-
nel, that a decision as to the current and future
requirements for gardaı́ at Tallaght is currently
under consideration.

Visa Applications.

411. Mr. Wall asked the Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform the reason persons,
details supplied, were not granted permits to visit
here; the action which must be taken to overcome
the difficulties; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [23210/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): The group of persons in ques-
tion made visa applications for the stated purpose
of attending a boxing tournament in the State, at
the invitation of an Irish boxing club.

In assessing any visa application, the visa
officer will consider various matters. These
include whether it is reasonable in all the circum-
stances to conclude that the applicant’s stated
purpose is the true purpose of the visit and that
the applicant will fully honour the conditions of
the visa, for example, is unlikely to overstay the
length of time applied for or to work without a
work permit.

The visa officer will have regard to the infor-
mation provided in the application and to such
factors as the applicant’s ties and general circum-
stances in their country of origin, as well as the
relative attractiveness and feasibility of remaining
in the State. Credibility is central to the visa
determination process. Not surprisingly, incon-
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sistencies or omissions on the face of an appli-
cation can cause the visa officer to conclude that
it is not reasonable in the circumstances to grant
a visa. The Department’s approach in these
matters is informed by past experience, including
experience of abuse of the system. Common
examples of previous abuse include individuals
who although granted a visa to come on short vis-
its overstayed with a view to establishing them-
selves permanently in the State, and groups of
persons who avail of organised events for the pur-
pose of gaining entry to the State for other
purposes.

The applications in question were refused
because the visa officer could not reasonably be
satisfied, on the basis of the documentation sup-
plied to my Department, that the applicants
would observe the conditions of the visas applied
for. In particular, it was felt that the applicants
had not displayed evidence of their obligations to
return home following their proposed visit. It was
also noted that a number of the applicants were
under age. However, no evidence was submitted
to establish that their parents had consented to
them travelling to the State.

The Irish sports club sponsoring the appli-
cations submitted a letter of appeal on behalf of
the applicants. The visa appeals officer, however,
formed the opinion that it would not be reason-
able to conclude that the applicants would
observe the conditions attached to the visas, and
the decision to refuse the applications was
upheld.

Grant Payments.

412. Mr. Aylward asked the Minister for
Justice, Equality and Law Reform the progress to
date on the application for grant aid under the
equal opportunities child care programme, details
supplied, in County Kilkenny. [23224/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): The equal opportunities child
care programme 2000-2006 is a seven year
development programme which aims to increase
the availability and quality of child care to sup-
port parents in employment, education and train-
ing. The progress of the programme was com-
mented upon very favourably by the mid-term
evaluators of both the regional operational pro-
grammes and the National Development Plan
2000-2006 and, following the mid-term review,
additional funding of approximately \12 million
was made available for the child care measures.
This brings the total funding available for the pro-
gramme to \449.3 million.

There has been considerable demand from
community-based groups for capital grant assist-
ance under the programme and every county has
benefited significantly from grants to provide new

and enhanced community-based child care facili-
ties and to support capital developments in the
private child care sector. Area Development
Management Limited, on behalf of my Depart-
ment, is carrying out an extensive review of the
programme’s capital commitments to date,
numbering more than 1,100 and at a value of \114
million, to ensure that all the grant commitments
previously entered into will be realised. Projects
may be awaiting planning permission or the com-
pletion of tender processes before reasonable
assurance can be taken that they will proceed
and, if they do not, the funding set aside can be
decommitted and made available to another pro-
ject. Expenditure under the programme covers
the period to the end of 2007 and must take place
in a planned manner as must grant approvals to
ensure that the programme can meet its financial
commitments at all times.

In addition, my Department has recently
reviewed the different budget lines under the
EOCP, including the capital programme, to
ensure that the most effective use is made of all
remaining funding in accordance with the pro-
gramme’s objectives. This has brought to \157
million the total allocation for the capital
development of child care under the present pro-
gramme. At the same time, an extensive review
of child care provision on the ground has taken
place to identify obvious service gaps, the filling
of which will be a priority using the remaining
capital funding which exceeds \30 million. Some
\25 million of this is being earmarked for com-
munity-based not-for-profit child care groups
which provide services for young children to sup-
port their parents who may be in employment,
education and training.

I intend to allocate the remaining capital fund-
ing under this strand of the Government’s com-
mitment to child care to address the most
immediate service gaps. As a result, all the pro-
jects in the pipeline on 30 April 2004 have been
reviewed again by Area Development Manage-
ment Limited on the basis of geographical need,
the range of services being offered, value for
money and the capacity of the groups to complete
a project before the end of the programme in
2007. Those projects which best meet the criteria
will receive priority funding from the capital
funding which remains unallocated at this point.

I have made enquiries and I understand that an
application for capital grant assistance was
received from this group on 18 June 2004. This
application has been forwarded to Area Develop-
ment Management Limited, which has been
engaged by my Department to carry out a thor-
ough assessment against the programme’s criteria
for grant assistance, on my behalf. Given the rela-
tively recent submission of the project, it will not
be considered for funding under the current
review process I have outlined above but it will
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be considered for funding should additional capi-
tal resources become available. The allocation of
any additional funding which might become avail-
able to me will also be allocated on the basis of
local need, levels of service being offered and
value for money.

In the interim, it would be premature of me to
comment further on this capital grant application.

413. Mr. Aylward asked the Minister for
Justice, Equality and Law Reform the progress to
date on the application for grant aid under the
equal opportunities child care programme, details
supplied, in County Kilkenny. [23225/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): I understand that applications
for capital and staffing grant assistance were sub-
mitted by the group to my Department some time
ago. The Deputy may be aware that the group
has recently received staffing grant assistance of
\45,000 over one year towards the staffing costs
of its existing child care project. A decision with
regard to the capital application is still out-
standing.

The equal opportunities child care programme
2000-2006 is a seven year development pro-
gramme which aims to increase the availability
and quality of child care to support parents in
employment, education and training. The pro-
gress of the programme was commented upon
very favourably by the mid-term evaluators of
both the regional operational programmes and
the National Development Plan 2000-2006 and,
following the mid-term review, additional funding
of approximately \12 million was made available
for the child care measures. This brings the total
funding available for the programme to \449.3
million.

There has been considerable demand from
community-based groups for capital grant assist-
ance under the programme and every county has
benefited significantly from grants to provide new
and enhanced community-based child care facili-
ties and to support capital developments in the
private child care sector. Area Development
Management Limited, on behalf of my Depart-
ment, is carrying out an extensive review of the
programme’s capital commitments to date,
numbering more than 1,100 and at a value of \114
million, to ensure that all the grant commitments
previously entered into will be realised. Projects
may be awaiting planning permission or the com-
pletion of tender processes before reasonable
assurance can be taken that they will proceed
and, if they do not, the funding set aside can be
decommitted and made available to another pro-
ject. Expenditure under the programme covers
the period to the end of 2007 and must take place
in a planned manner as must grant approvals to
ensure that the programme can meet its financial
commitments at all times.

In addition, my Department has recently
reviewed the different budget lines under the
EOCP, including the capital programme, to

ensure that the most effective use is made of all
remaining funding in accordance with the pro-
gramme’s objectives. This has brought to \157
million the total allocation for the capital
development of child care under the present pro-
gramme. At the same time, an extensive review
of child care provision on the ground has taken
place to identify obvious service gaps, the filling
of which will be a priority using the remaining
capital funding which exceeds \30 million. Some
\25 million of this is being earmarked for com-
munity-based not-for-profit child care groups
which provide services for young children to sup-
port their parents who may be in employment,
education and training.

I intend to allocate the remaining capital fund-
ing under this strand of the Government’s com-
mitment to child care to address the most
immediate service gaps. As a result, all the pro-
jects in the pipeline on 30 April 2004 have been
reviewed again by Area Development Manage-
ment Limited on the basis of geographical need,
the range of services being offered, value for
money and the capacity of the groups to complete
a project before the end of the programme in
2007. Those projects which best meet the criteria
will receive priority funding from the capital
funding which remains unallocated at this point.

I have made enquiries and I understand that
the application for capital grant assistance in
respect of this project has been reviewed as part
of the review process to which I have just
referred. I understand that the recommendations
in relation to the allocation of the remaining
funding are in preparation. If a project is recom-
mended for funding as part of this process, its
recommendation will be conditional upon its
being able to establish that it can be completed
within a fixed budget and a tight timeframe. If a
project is not recommended for priority funding
at this time, it may be considered again should
additional capital resources become available and
if the project has adequately demonstrated that it
would merit funding under the programme dur-
ing the review process. The allocation of any
additional funding which might become available
to me will also be allocated on the basis of local
need, levels of service being offered and value
for money.

I do not doubt that the success of the present
strand of the programme and the need to con-
tinue to make child care available to support the
child care needs of our still growing workforce
will support my case for ongoing capital and cur-
rent funding from Government for this key sec-
tor. Should any additional funding become avail-
able before the end of the present national
development plan, I would expect that the pro-
gramme would again benefit from transfers.

In the interim, it would be premature of me to
comment further on these applications for
funding.
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Visa Applications.

414. Mr. G. Mitchell asked the Minister for
Justice, Equality and Law Reform if he will con-
sider an appeal to allow a person, details sup-
plied, in Dublin 8 to undertake a course of studies
here by allowing a visa for this purpose in the
circumstances of the case. [23226/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): The person in question, a 23
year old non-EEA national, made a visa appli-
cation in July 2004 for the stated purpose of
attending a one-year course of studies. The appli-
cation was refused because it had not been estab-
lished, on the basis of the documentation sup-
plied to my Department, that the applicant would
observe the conditions of the visa applied for. In
particular, it was felt that the applicant had not
displayed evidence of any obligations to return
home following her proposed course of study. It
was noted that although the applicant stated on
her visa application form that she is a student in
her home country, no documentation was submit-
ted to support this claim.

My Department does not have any record of
having received an appeal in relation to this visa
application. However, It is open to the applicant
to appeal against the refusal by writing to the visa
appeals officer in my Department, enclosing
additional supporting documentation.

Infectious Diseases.

415. Mr. Crowe asked the Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform the strategy he has in
place to reduce hepatitis C and HIV transmission
in prisons here. [23228/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): There is a recognised link
between drug misuse, particularly intravenous
use, and the prevalence of both HIV and hepatitis
C in the general community as well as in the
prison population.

As regards reducing the transmission of HIV
and hepatitis C within the prison environment, it
is my policy to apply best practice to the prison
situation. Best practice includes the prevention of
drugs being introduced into or used in prisons
and this is reflected in the commitment in the
Government programme to end, in particular,
heroin use in prison and to introduce compulsory
drug testing for prisoners where appropriate.

In addition, it is policy to provide treatment
and rehabilitation for drug users and the Irish
Prison Service has been engaged for a consider-
able period in a process aimed at ensuring access
to appropriate health care, including drug treat-
ment, for the considerable number of prisoners at
risk due to their substance misuse. In this regard,
the Irish Prison Service has actively sought to
directly involve community health agencies, both
statutory and voluntary, in these developments.
There is an ongoing process of providing pris-
oners with information regarding the risks and
education on appropriate prevention strategies.

There has been a considerable expansion in the
availability of methadone maintenance to pris-
oners who have been in receipt of this treatment
from community agencies at the time of commit-
tal. It is intended to further expand the avail-
ability of appropriate services throughout the
prison system.

For many years past, prisoners with a diagnosis
of HIV, hepatitis, or other infectious diseases
have continued to receive medical treatment
while in custody in line with clinical recommend-
ations. This medical treatment is generally in line
with that available in the community. It has been
long-standing practice to refer prisoners suffering
from infectious diseases to specialist hospital ser-
vices and to act on the basis of the clinical advice
received. All such treatment is provided on the
basis of informed consent and prisoners are free
to refuse treatment, though instances of refusal
are rare.

To accommodate the Government’s policy on
drugs-free prisons, appropriate new prison rules
are near completion and the Government’s policy
on illegal drugs use in prison will be published by
the end of 2004. It is my intention that early in
the new year the Irish Prison Service will
implement our new strategy of mandatory drug-
testing, addiction counselling and treatment,
increased measures to prevent drug usage, and a
genuine system of rehabilitation.

Deportation Orders.

416. Mr. O’Shea asked the Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform the proposals he has
in regard to the concerns of a person, details sup-
plied, in County Kilkenny regarding the immi-
gration process; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [23243/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): The person referred to by the
Deputy entered the State on 7 August 2001 and
applied for refugee status. Following an interview
on 1 February 2002 by the Office of the Refugee
Applications Commissioner, he was refused refu-
gee status in the State. He was notified of this
refusal on 4 April 2002 and subsequently
appealed this determination to the Refugee
Appeals Tribunal. Following an oral hearing on 9
April 2003, his appeal was rejected and the orig-
inal determination affirmed. He was informed of
the Refugee Appeals Tribunal decision on 29
April 2003.

In accordance with section 3 of the Immi-
gration Act 1999, as amended, the person con-
cerned was informed on 15 May 2003 that it was
proposed to make a deportation order in respect
of him and he was given the following options: to
make written representations within 15 working
days to the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law
Reform setting out reasons as to why he should
not be deported; to voluntarily leave the State; or
to consent to deportation. An application for
leave to remain in the State was received from
his legal representatives on 30 August 2002 fol-
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lowing the first negative recommendation given
by the Refugee Appeals Tribunal.

Following consideration of the case under
section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 as
amended, and section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996
(Prohibition of Refoulement), a deportation
order was signed on 26 August 2004, in respect of
this person.

My Department uses extensive country of ori-
gin information drawn from different indepen-
dent sources, including the UNHCR, in eval-
uating the safety of making returns to third
countries. I am satisfied that in the current case
the requirements of section 5 of the Refugee Act
1996 (Prohibition of Refoulement) have been
complied with and that no refoulement matters
arise. The enforcement of the deportation order
is a matter for the Garda National Immigration
Bureau.

Visa Applications.

417. Mr. Morgan asked the Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform when a visa appli-
cation will be processed for a person, details sup-
plied; the reason for the delay in processing this
application; and if the processing of visa appli-
cations will be speeded up. [23271/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): I am pleased to inform the
Deputy that the visa application in question was
approved on 29 September 2004.

Departmental Programmes.

418. Ms Shortall asked the Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform the number of publicly
funded child care places in Dublin 11; if he has
satisfied himself that the number of places meets
the demand for same; if he has further satisfied
himself with the general level of affordability of
these child care places for low income, and partic-
ularly single income, families; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [23274/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): The total funding committed to
date to community-based not-for-profit child care
organisations in the Dublin 11 area under the
equal opportunities child care programme 2000-
2006 to date amounts to \4.49 million. Some 39
EOCP grants have been approved to date for the
Dublin 11 area. It may be that other child care
projects in the Dublin 11 area also benefit from
support under other Government initiatives.
Some 401 new child care places have been
created in EOCP-supported projects in Dublin
11, while 575 existing child care places in Dublin
11 are being supported under this programme.

Funding for the programme through the EU
and the Exchequer was recently increased to
\449.3 million as a result of the mid-term eval-
uation of the EOCP and in recognition of the
programme’s achievements. The total funding
committed under the equal opportunities child
care programme up to the end of July 2004 is

\264 million. More than 2,199 grants have been
awarded to date to child care providers and com-
munity groups, which will, when fully drawn
down, lead to the creation of 29,722 new child
care places and will also support more than
27,567 existing places. Much of the unallocated
funding is already earmarked for second phases
of existing projects, particularly as a contribution
to the staffing costs of community-based child
care facilities which offer services to disadvan-
taged families.

The Deputy will also be aware that child bene-
fit supports made available by my colleague, the
Minister for Social and Family Affairs, have been
increased very significantly in recent years to pro-
vide financial support to parents with regard to
the care of their children.

There has been considerable demand from
community-based groups for capital grant assist-
ance under the programme and every county has
benefited significantly from grants to provide new
and enhanced community-based child care facili-
ties and to support capital developments in the
private child care sector. Area Development
Management Limited, on behalf of my Depart-
ment, is carrying out an extensive review of the
programme’s capital commitments to date,
numbering more than 1,100 and at a value of \114
million, to ensure that all the grant commitments
previously entered into will be realised. Projects
may be awaiting planning permission or the com-
pletion of tender processes before reasonable
assurance can be taken that they will proceed
and, if they do not, the funding set aside can be
decommitted and made available to another pro-
ject. Expenditure under the programme covers
the period to the end of 2007 and must take place
in a planned manner, as must grant approvals, to
ensure that the programme can meet its financial
commitments at all times.

In addition, my Department has recently
reviewed the different budget lines under the
EOCP, including the capital programme, to
ensure that the most effective use is made of all
remaining funding in accordance with the pro-
gramme’s objectives. This has brought to \157
million the total allocation for the capital
development of child care under the present pro-
gramme. At the same time, an extensive review
of child care provision on the ground has taken
place to identify obvious service gaps, the filling
of which will be a priority using the remaining
capital funding which amounts to approximately
\35 million. Some \25 million of this is being ear-
marked for community-based not-for-profit child
care groups which provide services for young chil-
dren to support their parents who may be in
employment, education and training.

I intend to allocate the remaining capital fund-
ing under this strand of the Government’s com-
mitment to child care to address the most
immediate service gaps. As a result, all the pro-
jects in the pipeline on 30 April 2004 have been
reviewed again by Area Development Manage-
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ment Limited on the basis of geographical need,
the range of services being offered, value for
money and the capacity of the groups to complete
a project before the end of the programme in
2007. Those projects which best meet the criteria
will receive priority funding from the capital
funding which remains unallocated at this point.

Community Policing.

419. Dr. Upton asked the Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform the position regarding
support for the Rialto policing forum due to the
fact that this matter has been outstanding for a
long time; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [23293/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): I refer the Deputy to my reply
to Question No. 216 from Deputy Ó Snodaigh on
30 September 2004 in this regard.

Prisoner Transfers.

420. Mr. Carey asked the Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform if there are circum-
stances which would warrant a review of his
decision in relation to an application by a person,
details supplied, to be repatriated here to serve
the remainder of his prison sentence; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [23294/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): The primary purpose of the
Council of Europe Convention on the Transfer of
Sentenced Persons is to facilitate the repatriation
to their home country of persons, who, were it
not for their imprisonment in another juris-
diction, would ordinarily be resident there. Hav-
ing considered the matter carefully, I was satisfied
that the person concerned would not normally be
resident in this jurisdiction were it not for his
imprisonment in the United Kingdom and, as
such, I was not prepared to consent to his transfer
to a prison in this country at this time. The indi-
vidual concerned has recently appealed the
decision and I expect to make a decision on his
appeal, taking into account all the information
received in the case, in the near future.

It should be noted that the convention does not
confer an automatic right on any prisoner to be
transferred, nor does it confer an obligation on
any state to comply with a transfer request.

Garda Operations.

421. Mr. Naughten asked the Minister for
Justice, Equality and Law Reform the cost to
date of policing the yellow boxes along the routes
of the Luas trams; the funds recouped to date
from either the operator or the RPA; if this oper-
ation is diverting gardaı́ from other duties; the
term of the contract with the RPA or a company,
details supplied; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [23331/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): I have been informed by the
Garda authorities who are responsible for the
detailed allocation of resources, including person-
nel, that the policing of yellow boxes forms part
of general road safety and traffic management,
for which a specific budget is not allocated. As
members of the Garda Sı́ochána have not been
exclusively deployed on policing yellow boxes
specifically for the Luas line, costs cannot be
quantified in this matter.

I am further informed that personnel engaged
in the city centre initiative and Operation Artery
have been given instructions to put greater
emphasis on the area of policing of box junctions,
as the obstruction of same leads to substantial
delays in the movement of traffic, both public
transport and private. The same emphasis applies
to box junctions on the Luas line. This operation
is part of the general traffic operation plan for
the Dublin metropolitan region, which aims to
maximise the free movement of traffic in as far
as is possible.

With regard to the question of the RPA, I am
informed that the Garda Sı́ochána has no con-
tract with the RPA, or with the company referred
to by the Deputy. No funds have been charged to
or recouped by the regional traffic division with
respect to the operator of the Luas or the RPA.

Registration of Title.

422. Mr. Cregan asked the Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform the situation regarding
future plans to reform or streamline the convey-
ancing system for private dwellings; his views on
whether the present slow and bureaucratic system
and the repetitive searches are necessary; if it is
necessary for the State to have two separate agen-
cies dealing with proof of title; and if the State
can centralise all the processes. [23332/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): I recently announced details of
a joint project being undertaken by this Depart-
ment and the Law Reform Commission to rad-
ically reform and modernise land law and convey-
ancing law. The project will repeal many pre-1922
statutes, the earliest of which date back to the
13th century, and replace them, where necessary,
with a modern law of property that will meet the
needs of the 21st century.Λ It is intended that the
project will simplify the law, and improve its pres-
entation, in order to make it easily understood
and accessible for practitioners and the public
alike; update the law to accommodate changing
social, demographic and economic needs, for
example, new forms of property ownership; and
make the conveyancing of property easier and
faster with a view to reducing costs and delays.

The functions of the registries are to provide
a secure, reliable and effective legal system for
registering property ownership and so enable
property and related financial transactions to
take place in confidence. While the Land Registry
provides a state guaranteed title to property, the
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Registry of Deeds caters for property the title to
which is not registered in the Land Registry. Both
systems are mutually exclusive.

Both the Land Registry and the Registry of
Deeds are undergoing a process of modernis-
ation. The Government legislation programme
which was published on 28 September 2004,
makes provision for the publication of a Bill,
entitled the Registration of Deeds and Title Bill,
which will facilitate digital mapping and the regis-
tration of records on computer in the Land Regis-
try and the Registry of Deeds.

Child Care Services.

423. Mr. Hayes asked the Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform when a decision will
be made on an application for a community-
based pre-school, details supplied, in County Tip-
perary. [23351/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): I understand from inquiries I
have made that, to date, no application for
additional grant assistance under the equal
opportunities childcare programme 2000-06 can
be traced from this group.

I would like to advise the Deputy that the
group in question received grant assistance
towards their staffing costs amounting to a total
of \36,000 over three years. Should a further
application for grant assistance be received, it will
undergo a thorough assessment and appraisal to
ensure it meets the criteria of the programme. On
completion of the assessment process, it will be
considered by the programme appraisal commit-
tee, chaired by my Department, for a funding
recommendation before I make a final decision
on the application.

It would only be fair to point out, however, that
there has been a high level of demand for capital
grant assistance under the present strand of the
programme. As a result, any capital application
received at this stage might well have to await a
further stream of funding unless it can clearly
show that it is addressing a significant gap in ser-
vice availability.

424. Mr. Hayes asked the Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform when a decision will
be made on an application for a capital grant for
child care facilities, details supplied, in County
Tipperary. [23352/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): I understand from enquiries I
have made that an application from this group for
a substantial capital grant of over \1.3 million was
submitted in January 2004.

The equal opportunities child care programme
2000-06 is a seven-year development programme
which aims to increase the availability and quality
of child care to support parents in employment,
education and training. The progress of the pro-
gramme was commented upon very favourably by
the mid-term evaluators of both the regional

operational programmes and the National
Development Plan 2000-2006 and, following the
mid-term review, additional funding of approxi-
mately \12 million was made available for the
child care measures. This brings the total funding
available for the programme to \449.3 million.

There has been considerable demand from
community-based groups for capital grant assist-
ance under the programme and every county has
benefited significantly from grants to provide new
and enhanced community-based child care facili-
ties and, indeed, to support capital developments
in the private child care sector. Area Develop-
ment Management Limited, on behalf of my
Department, is currently carrying out an exten-
sive review of the programme’s capital commit-
ments to date, numbering over 1,100 and at a
value of \114 million, to ensure that all the grant
commitments previously entered into will be
realised. Projects may be awaiting planning per-
mission or the completion of tender processes
before reasonable assurance can be taken that
they will proceed and, if they do not, the funding
set aside can be decommitted and made available
to another project. Expenditure under the pro-
gramme covers the period to the end of 2007 and
must take place in a planned manner, as must
grant approvals, to ensure that the programme
can meet its financial commitments at all times.

In addition, my Department has recently
reviewed the different budget lines under the
EOCP, including the capital programme, to
ensure that the most effective use is made of all
remaining funding in accordance with the pro-
gramme’s objectives. This has brought to \157
million the total allocation for the capital
development of child care under the present pro-
gramme. At the same time, an extensive review
of child care provision on the ground has taken
place to identify obvious service gaps, the filling
of which will be a priority using the remaining
capital funding which currently exceeds \30 mill-
ion. Some \25 million of this is being earmarked
for community-based not-for-profit childcare
groups which provide services for young children
in order to support their parents who may be in
employment, education and training.

I intend to allocate the remaining capital fund-
ing under this strand of the Government’s com-
mitment to child care to address the most
immediate service gaps. As a result, all the pro-
jects in the pipeline on 30 April 2004 have been
reviewed again by Area Development Manage-
ment Limited on the basis of geographical need,
the range of services being offered, value for
money and the capacity of the groups to complete
a project before the end of the programme in
2007. Those projects which best meet the criteria
will receive priority funding from the capital
funding which remains unallocated at this point.

I have made inquiries and I understand that the
application for capital grant assistance in respect
of this project has been reviewed as part of the
review process I have just referred to. I under-
stand that the recommendations with regard to
the allocation of the remaining funding are cur-
rently in preparation. If a project is recommended
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for funding as part of this process, its recom-
mendation will be conditional upon its being able
to establish that it can be completed within a
fixed budget and a tight timeframe. If a project is
not recommended for priority funding at this
time, it will be considered again should additional
capital resources become available. The allo-
cation of any additional funding which might
become available to me will also be allocated on
the basis of local need, levels of service being
offered and value for money.

I do not doubt but that the success of the
present strand of the programme and the need to
continue to make child care available to support
the child care needs of our still growing work
force will support my case for ongoing capital and
current funding from Government for this key
sector. Indeed, should any additional funding
become available before the end of the present
national development plan, I would expect that
the programme would again benefit from
transfers.

In the interim, it would be premature of me to
comment further on this capital grant application.

Departmental Websites.

425. Ms B. Moynihan-Cronin asked the Mini-
ster for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if his
Department’s website is up to date; the frequency
with which it is updated; if all press releases from
his Department are posted on the website; if so
the frequency with which they are posted; and if
he will make a statement on the matter.
[23437/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): Material on the Department’s
website is kept up-to-date. General departmental
information is published as it becomes available.
All press releases are published onto the site
immediately they are released and the most
recent of these are available from the home page
at www.justice.ie. For example, during the month
of September, there were 11 press releases and
eight other publications.

Garda Deployment.

426. Mr. Crowe asked the Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform if the Garda Com-
missioner will have extra foot patrols deployed to
the Clonliffe Road, Clonliffe Avenue and Tolka
Road regions of Ballybough, Dublin 3.
[23460/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): I have been informed by the
Garda authorities who are responsible for the
detailed allocation of resources, including person-
nel, that the personnel strength of Fitzgibbon
Street Garda station, all ranks, as at 29 Sep-
tember 2004 was 119. Two community gardaı́ are
assigned to the Clonliffe and Ballybough areas.
The area is covered on a regular and ongoing
basis by mobile and foot patrols by both plain
clothes and uniformed gardaı́. In addition, div-
isional mobile units also pay regular attention to
the areas concerned.

Local Garda management held a meeting with
the residents of the area on 28 September at the
Tivioli Centre to discuss this issue, among others.
Approximately 200 residents attended this meet-
ing. Local Garda management addressed the
meeting and assured the residents that Garda
resources and a higher Garda visibility would be
directed to the areas concerned.

The situation will be kept under review and
when additional personnel next become available
the needs of Fitzgibbon Street Garda station will
be fully considered within the overall context of
the needs of Garda stations throughout the
country.

Deportation Orders.

427. Mr. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform the reason it is
intended to deport persons, details supplied, in
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [23525/04]

437. Mr. Connaughton asked the Minister for
Justice, Equality and Law Reform if the deport-
ation to Nigeria of persons, details supplied, in
County Kildare will be prevented; if his attention
has been drawn to the fact that these persons
have no home in Nigeria; if his attention has been
further drawn to the fact that the mother is a
trained nurse and is attending an adult education
course at UCD and that all her children are at
various levels in education; if his attention has
been further drawn to the fact that these persons
do not want to return to Nigeria; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [23565/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): I propose to take Questions
Nos. 427 and 437 together.

The woman referred to by the Deputies
entered the State on 20 September 1999 and
applied for refugee status. Two of her minor chil-
dren, sons, subsequently entered the State on 31
October 2000 and 30 January 2001 respectively.
These minors were considered as part of their
mother’s application. Following an interview on 1
February 2001 by the Office of the Refugee
Applications Commissioner, she was refused
refugee status in the State. She was notified of
this refusal on 25 April 2001 and subsequently
appealed this determination to the Refugee
Appeals Tribunal. Following an oral hearing on 3
October 2001, her appeal was rejected and the
original determination affirmed. She was
informed of the Refugee Appeals Tribunal
decision on 26 October 2001.

In accordance with section 3 of the Immi-
gration Act 1999, as amended, the person con-
cerned was informed on 29 November 2001 that
it was proposed to make a deportation order in
respect of her and her children and she was given
the following options: to make written represen-
tations within 15 working days to the Minister for
Justice, Equality and Law Reform setting out
reasons as to why she should not be deported;
to voluntarily leave the State; or to consent to
deportation. An application for leave to remain
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in the State was received from her legal represen-
tatives on 19 December 2001.

Following consideration of the case under
section 3(6) of the Immigration Act 1999 as
amended, and section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996
(Prohibition of Refoulement), deportation orders
were signed on 26 August 2004 in respect of the
woman concerned and her two children. Section
3(6) of the Immigration Act 1999, as amended,
requires the Minister to consider 11 factors,
including representations received by or on
behalf of the person, family and domestic circum-
stances, employment prospects, and so on, in
deciding whether to make a deportation order.
Section 5 of the Refugee Act 1996 (Prohibition
of Refoulement) requires the Minister to satisfy
himself as to the safety of returning a person
before making a deportation order. I am satisfied
that all the above requirements were met in arriv-
ing at the decision to make deportation orders in
respect of this family.

The enforcement of the deportation orders is a
matter for the Garda National Immigration
Bureau.

Legal Aid Service.

428. Mr. Wall asked the Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform the length of waiting
lists at legal aid centres in Kilkenny and in New-
bridge, County Kildare; if he has satisfied himself
with such lists; the plans he has to provide
additional staff to reduce such lists; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [23542/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): On 31 August 2004 the number
of people awaiting an appointment with a solici-
tor at Kilkenny Law Centre is 98 and that the
person who is longest on the waiting list has
waited seven and a half months. At Newbridge
Law Centre there are 243 people awaiting an
appointment with a solicitor and the person who
is longest on the waiting list has waited 16
months.

The Legal Aid Board continuously monitors
the operation of its law centre network and where
waiting times at a law centre, for whatever
reason, become excessive, the position is exam-
ined by the board with a view to taking
remedial action.

The board operates a procedure whereby
priority is accorded for certain categories of cases,
for example, domestic violence, childcare, child
abduction and other cases where there are time
limits. These cases are dealt with immediately and
such applicants are not placed on a waiting list.
Such a system for priority treatment is necessary
to ensure that persons subjected to domestic viol-
ence and cases involving the care of children are
provided with a speedy service. It is important to
note that in 2003, priority appointments offered
by law centres represented approximately 22% of
the total number of appointments offered to new
clients during the year.

In addition, managing solicitors at law centres
have authority to give priority to any case on the
waiting list at their centre. For example, if an
applicant is gravely ill or in cases where an appli-

cant is in danger of losing assets or of losing title
to a legal remedy if services are delayed, the man-
aging solicitor can accord such cases priority
status.

With regard to the allocation of resources, the
level of resources provided to the Legal Aid
Board has increased significantly in recent years.
For example, in 1997 the grant-in-aid available to
the board was \10.656 million. The 2004 figure of
\18.388 million represents an increase of almost
73% during this period and I would expect that
the funding for the board will be further
increased in 2005.

Garda Communications.

429. Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for
Justice, Equality and Law Reform when he will
respond to a submission from the Rialto policing
forum. [23549/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): A reply to the submission
received from the Rialto policing forum was
issued yesterday.

Deportation Orders.

430. Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for
Justice, Equality and Law Reform the number of
deportations of non-national parents of Irish citi-
zens since the Supreme Court decision of 2003;
the number of Irish citizen children who have left
the State with their parents as a result of such
deportations; and the number of Irish citizen chil-
dren left behind in the State by their non-national
parents as a result of such deportations.
[23550/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): Statistics in respect of the
number of deportations of non-national parents
of Irish born children since the Supreme Court
decision in the L&O case in January 2003 are as
follows:

Month Year Number of parents
of Irish born

children deported

February 2003 2

April 2003 1

May 2003 4

July 2003 4

August 2003 4

September 2003 1

October 2003 1

February 2004 2

March 2004 4

April 2004 4

August 2004 5

Statistics are only maintained by my Department
in respect of deportation orders made and
effected in respect of non-nationals. As Irish born
children are not subject to deportation orders,
statistics are not available in respect of the
numbers of such children who accompanied their
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non-national parents when they were being
deported or, indeed, the number of such children
left behind in the State following the deportation
of their parents.

Status of Irish Born Children.

431. Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for
Justice, Equality and Law Reform if he will
report on the status of a person, details supplied;
and the Government’s policy with respect to such
children. [23551/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): The person referred to by the
Deputy is the Irish born child of a Nigerian
woman who was deported on 26 August 2004.
The decision to deport was taken after the wom-
an’s case had been fully considered in the context
of the Refugee Act 1996 and the Immigration Act
1999, as amended. The woman presented herself
to the Garda National Immigration Bureau on
the afternoon prior to her deportation without
her Irish born child whose whereabouts she
refused to reveal. She was accompanied back to
her home by gardaı́ to collect her belongings but
still refused to say where her Irish born child was.
It was decided that, in the circumstances, the
deportation would proceed without the child.

It is a matter for parents of a child who is not
liable to be deported to make a decision with
regard to the welfare of that child if they them-
selves are deported. Ordinarily, parents have a
duty as well as a right to provide properly for
their children’s upbringing and this duty is recog-
nised by the Constitution. If parents acting in
good faith leave their children in the care and
custody of another appropriate person, the State
will not interfere with those arrangements so long
as the decision does not amount to a failure in
the duty towards their child, which would justify
State intervention.

Human Rights Issues.

432. Mr. Gilmore asked the Minister for
Justice, Equality and Law Reform the progress
made towards ratification of Protocol No. 12 to
the European Convention on Human Rights on
non-discrimination; the consultations which he
has undertaken with interested parties since the
protocol was opened for signature on 4 Nov-
ember 2000; the timescale for ratification of the
protocol; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [23552/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): I am considering the matter of
Ireland’s ratification of Protocol No. 12 in consul-
tation with my Cabinet colleagues.

Registration of Title.

433. Mr. Penrose asked the Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform the degree of progress
made on the application for first registration by

persons (details attached) in County Westmeath
who purchased lands from the Land Commission
in 1982; if, further to the reply given to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 497 of 15 April 2004, the
application can be completed without further
delay; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [23561/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): I am informed by the Registrar
of Titles that these are applications for a Land
Commission vesting which were lodged on 22
May 2001 — schedule Nos. 93618 and 93619 refer.

I am further informed that a query issued to
the Department of Agriculture and Food on 23
June 2004 and that this application cannot pro-
ceed until this query has been satisfactorily
resolved. However, I assure the Deputy that on
receipt of a satisfactory reply the matter will
receive further attention in the Land Registry.

Child Care Services.

434. Mr. Aylward asked the Minister for
Justice, Equality and Law Reform the progress to
date on the application by persons (details
supplied) in County Kilkenny under the equal
opportunities child care programme. [23562/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): I understand that a capital grant
application for over \918,000 was submitted by
the group to my Department some time ago. The
equal opportunities child care programme 2000-
06 is a seven-year development programme which
aims to increase the availability and quality of
child care to support parents in employment, edu-
cation and training. The progress of the pro-
gramme was commented upon very favourably by
the mid-term evaluators of both the regional
operational programmes and the National
Development Plan 2000-2006 and following the
mid-term review additional funding of approxi-
mately \12 million was made available for the
child care measures. This brings the total funding
available for the programme to \449.3 million.

There has been considerable demand from
community based groups for capital grant assist-
ance under the programme and every county has
benefited significantly from grants to provide new
and enhanced community based child care facili-
ties and indeed to support capital developments
in the private child care sector. ADM, on behalf
of my Department, is currently carrying out an
extensive review of the programme’s capital com-
mitments to date, numbering over 1,100 and at a
value of \114 million, to ensure that all the grant
commitments previously entered into will be
realised. Projects may be awaiting planning per-
mission or the completion of tender processes
before reasonable assurance can be taken that
they will proceed and, if they do not, the funding
set aside can be decommitted and made available
to another project. Expenditure under the pro-
gramme covers the period to end 2007 and must
take place in a planned manner as must grant
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approvals to ensure that the programme can meet
its financial commitments at all times.

In addition, my Department has recently
reviewed the different budget lines under the
EOCP, including the capital programme, to
ensure that the most effective use is made of all
remaining funding in accordance with the pro-
gramme’s objectives and this has brought to \157
million the total allocation for the capital
development of child care under the present pro-
gramme. At the same time, an extensive review
of child care provision on the ground has taken
place to identify obvious service gaps, the filling
of which will be a priority using the remaining
capital funding which currently exceeds \30 mill-
ion, of which about \25 million is being ear-
marked for community based not-for-profit child
care groups which provide services for young chil-
dren to support their parents who may be in
employment, education and training.

I intend to allocate the remaining capital fund-
ing under this strand of the Government’s com-
mitment to child care to address the most
immediate service gaps. As a result, all the pro-
jects in the pipeline on 30 April 2004 have been
reviewed again by ADM Limited, on the basis
of geographical need, the range of services being
offered, value for money and the capacity of the
groups to complete a project before the end of
the programme in 2007. Those projects which
best meet the criteria will receive priority funding
from the capital funding which remains unallo-
cated at this point.

I have made inquiries and I understand that the
application for capital grant assistance in respect
of this project has been reviewed as part of the
review process to which I have just referred. I
understand that the recommendations on the
allocation of the remaining funding are currently
in preparation. If a project is recommended for
funding as part of this process, its recommend-
ation will be conditional upon its being able to
establish that it can be completed within a fixed
budget and a tight timeframe. If a project is not
recommended for priority funding at this time, it
may be considered again should additional capital
resources come available and if the project has
adequately demonstrated that it would merit
funding under the programme during the review
process. The allocation of any additional funding
which might come available to me will also be
allocated on the basis of local need, levels of ser-
vice being offered and value for money.

I do not doubt but that the success of the
present strand of the programme and the need to
continue to make child care available to support
the child care needs of our still growing work
force will support my case for ongoing capital and
current funding from Government for this key
sector. Indeed, should any additional funding
become available before the end of the present
national development plan, I would expect that
the programme would again benefit from
transfers. In the interim, it would be premature

of me to comment further on this capital grant
application.

435. Mr. Aylward asked the Minister for
Justice, Equality and Law Reform the progress to
date on the application by persons (details
supplied) in County Kilkenny for grant aid under
the equal opportunities child care programme.
[23563/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): I understand that a capital grant
application for over \655,000 was submitted by
the group to my Department some time ago.

The equal opportunities child care programme
2000-06 is a seven-year development programme
which aims to increase the availability and quality
of child care to support parents in employment,
education and training. The progress of the pro-
gramme was commented upon very favourably by
the mid-term evaluators of both the regional
operational programmes and the National
Development Plan 2000-2006 and following the
mid-term review additional funding of approxi-
mately \12 million was made available for the
child care measures. This brings the total funding
available for the programme to \449.3 million.

There has been considerable demand from
community based groups for capital grant assist-
ance under the programme and every county has
benefited significantly from grants to provide new
and enhanced community based child care facili-
ties and indeed to support capital developments
in the private child care sector. ADM, on behalf
of my Department, is currently carrying out an
extensive review of the programme’s capital com-
mitments to date, numbering over 1,100 and at a
value of \114 million, to ensure that all the grant
commitments previously entered into will be
realised. Projects may be awaiting planning per-
mission or the completion of tender processes
before reasonable assurance can be taken that
they will proceed and, if they do not, the funding
set aside can be decommitted and made available
to another project. Expenditure under the pro-
gramme covers the period to end 2007 and must
take place in a planned manner as must grant
approvals to ensure that the programme can meet
its financial commitments at all times.

In addition, my Department has recently
reviewed the different budget lines under the
EOCP, including the capital programme, to
ensure that the most effective use is made of all
remaining funding in accordance with the pro-
gramme’s objectives and this has brought to \157
million the total allocation for the capital
development of child care under the present pro-
gramme. At the same time, an extensive review
of child care provision on the ground has taken
place to identify obvious service gaps, the filling
of which will be a priority using the remaining
capital funding which currently exceeds \30 mill-
ion, of which about \25 million is being ear-
marked for community based not for profit child
care groups which provide services for young chil-
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dren to support their parents who may be in
employment, education and training.

I intend to allocate the remaining capital fund-
ing under this strand of the Government’s com-
mitment to child care to address the most
immediate service gaps. As a result, all the pro-
jects in the pipeline on 30 April 2004 have been
reviewed again by ADM Limited on the basis of
geographical need, the range of services being
offered, value for money and the capacity of the
groups to complete a project before the end of
the programme in 2007. Those projects which
best meet the criteria will receive priority funding
from the capital funding which remains unallo-
cated at this point.

I have made inquiries and I understand that the
application for capital grant assistance in respect
of this project has been reviewed as part of the
review process to which I have just referred. I
understand that the recommendations on the
allocation of the remaining funding are currently
in preparation. If a project is recommended for
funding as part of this process, its recommend-
ation will be conditional upon its being able to
establish that it can be completed within a fixed
budget and a tight time frame. If a project is not
recommended for priority funding at this time, it
may be considered again should additional capital
resources come available and if the project has
adequately demonstrated that it would merit
funding under the programme during the review
process. The allocation of any additional funding
which might come available to me will also be
allocated on the basis of local need, levels of ser-
vice being offered and value for money.

I do not doubt but that the success of the
present strand of the programme and the need to
continue to make child care available to support
the child care needs of our still growing work
force will support my case for ongoing capital and
current funding from Government for this key
sector. Indeed, should any additional funding
become available before the end of the present
national development plan, I would expect that
the programme would again benefit from
transfers. In the interim, it would be premature
of me to comment further on this capital grant
application.

436. Mr. Aylward asked the Minister for
Justice, Equality and Law Reform the progress to
date on the application by persons (details
supplied) in County Kilkenny for grant aid under
the equal opportunities child care programme.
[23564/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): I understand that a capital grant
application for over \655,000 was submitted by
the group to my Department some time ago.

The equal opportunities child care programme
2000-06 is a seven-year development programme
which aims to increase the availability and quality
of child care to support parents in employment,

education and training. The progress of the pro-
gramme was commented upon very favourably by
the mid-term evaluators of both the regional
operational programmes and the National
Development Plan 2000-2006 and following the
mid-term review additional funding of approxi-
mately \12 million was made available for the
child care measures. This brings the total funding
available for the programme to \449.3 million.

There has been considerable demand from
community based groups for capital grant assist-
ance under the programme and every county has
benefited significantly from grants to provide new
and enhanced community based child care facili-
ties and indeed to support capital developments
in the private child care sector. ADM, on behalf
of my Department, is currently carrying out an
extensive review of the programme’s capital com-
mitments to date, numbering over 1,100 and at a
value of \114 million, to ensure that all the grant
commitments previously entered into will be
realised. Projects may be awaiting planning per-
mission or the completion of tender processes
before reasonable assurance can be taken that
they will proceed and, if they do not, the funding
set aside can be decommitted and made available
to another project. Expenditure under the pro-
gramme covers the period to end-2007 and must
take place in a planned manner as must grant
approvals to ensure that the programme can meet
its financial commitments at all times.

In addition, my Department has recently
reviewed the different budget lines under the
EOCP, including the capital programme, to
ensure that the most effective use is made of all
remaining funding in accordance with the pro-
gramme’s objectives and this has brought to \157
million the total allocation for the capital
development of child care under the present pro-
gramme. At the same time, an extensive review
of child care provision on the ground has taken
place to identify obvious service gaps, the filling
of which will be a priority using the remaining
capital funding which currently exceeds \30 mill-
ion, of which about \25 million is being ear-
marked for community based not for profit child
care groups which provide services for young chil-
dren to support their parents who may be in
employment, education and training.

I intend to allocate the remaining capital fund-
ing under this strand of the Government’s com-
mitment to child care to address the most
immediate service gaps. As a result, all the pro-
jects in the pipeline on 30 April 2004 have been
reviewed again by ADM Limited on the basis of
geographical need, the range of services being
offered, value for money and the capacity of the
groups to complete a project before the end of
the programme in 2007. Those projects which
best meet the criteria will receive priority funding
from the capital funding which remains unallo-
cated at this point.

I have made inquiries and I understand that the
application for capital grant assistance in respect
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of this project has been reviewed as part of the
review process to which I have just referred. I
understand that the recommendations on the
allocation of the remaining funding are currently
in preparation. If a project is recommended for
funding as part of this process, its recommend-
ation will be conditional upon its being able to
establish that it can be completed within a fixed
budget and a tight time frame. If a project is not
recommended for priority funding at this time, it
may be considered again should additional capital
resources come available and if the project has
adequately demonstrated that it would merit
funding under the programme during the review
process. The allocation of any additional funding
which might come available to me will also be
allocated on the basis of local need, levels of ser-
vice being offered and value for money.

I do not doubt but that the success of the
present strand of the programme and the need to
continue to make child care available to support
the child care needs of our still growing work
force will support my case for ongoing capital and
current funding from Government for this key
sector. Indeed, should any additional funding
become available before the end of the present
national development plan, I would expect that
the programme would again benefit from
transfers. In the interim, it would be premature
of me to comment further on this capital grant
application.

Question No. 437 answered with Question
No. 427.

Registration of Title.

438. Mr. Allen asked the Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform when the registration
application made by Cork City Council for a
property (details supplied), and which was lodged
on 29 April 2003, will be finalised. [23567/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): I am informed by the Registrar
of Titles that the details supplied by the Deputy
refer to four applications for first registration
which were lodged on 8 May 2003 — dealing
Nos. D2003CK009404Q, D2003CK009406T,
D2003CK009411P and D2003CK009416V refer. I
am further informed that the applications are
receiving attention in the Land Registry and, sub-
ject to no queries arising, should be completed
within the next few weeks.

Decentralisation Programme.

439. Mr. Hayes asked the Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform when the relocation of
a section of his Department to Tipperary town
will take place. [23568/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): I refer the Deputy to my reply
to Parliamentary Questions No. 1102 and 1103 of
29 September 2004.

Prison Visiting Committees.

440. Mr. Penrose asked the Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform if it has ever occurred
that a member of a prison visiting committee has
been removed from their position before their
period on such committee has expired; the legis-
lative provisions under which such removals can
take place; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [23579/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): Members of prison visiting com-
mittees are appointed by the Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform under section 2 of the
Prisons (Visiting Committees) Act 1925 for a
period not exceeding three years. At the end of
their term of appointment, their membership of
the committee automatically lapses but they may
be either re-appointed for a further term or
replaced by new members.

The information requested by the Deputy as to
whether a member of a visiting committee has
ever been removed would require a dispro-
portionate and inordinate amount of staff time
and effort to research and could not be justified
in current circumstances where there are other
significant demands on resources. However, I am
not aware of any visiting committee member
being removed, without their consent, before
their period of appointment has expired, in recent
years. The removal of any visiting committee
member would involve legal consultation with the
Office of the Attorney General as each such case
would depend on its individual circumstances.

Citizenship Applications.

441. Mr. Noonan asked the Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform the reason an appli-
cation for naturalisation by a person (details
supplied) in Dublin 14 for their family was
refused; if the application will be reconsidered;
and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[23580/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): Applications for naturalisation
were received from the person in question and
six members of his family on 18 October 1999. I
approved one of the applications and refused the
remaining six.

The persons whose applications were refused
lodged a request under the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act on 23 January 2003 for copies of their
case files and the reasons for the refusal of their
applications. It was the policy in my Department
at that time not to release the reasons for
decisions on applications for naturalisation. This
policy was based on legal advice received from
the Attorney General in 1998. In keeping with
that policy, copies of the case files were released
but the reasons for the refusal of the applications
were not.

On 22 May 2003, the Information Com-
missioner decided, on the basis of an appeal to
his office by a particular individual whose appli-
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cation for naturalisation had been refused, that
section 18 of the Freedom of Information Act
1997, which requires the giving of reasons by the
head of a body for any act of that body, compre-
hended the naturalisation process. Having
obtained further legal advice, I decided not to
appeal against the Information Commissioner’s
decision and since late 2003, requests under
section 18 for the reasons for my decisions in
naturalisation cases have been processed in
accordance with the provisions of that Act.

It is open to the individuals concerned to make
a fresh request under section 18 of the Freedom
of Information Act to my Department’s freedom
of information officer. Any such request will be
dealt with in accordance with the provisions of
that Act.

National Disability Strategy.

442. Mr. Rabbitte asked the Minister for
Justice, Equality and Law Reform the role his
Department will play in supervising and monitor-
ing the disability package announced by the
Government on 21 September 2004; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [23794/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform
(Mr. McDowell): The national disability strategy
was launched by the Taoiseach, Deputy Bertie
Ahern, on 21 September 2004. The launch
involved seven Ministers with direct responsi-
bility for the various elements of the strategy.

The strategy has been advanced by a cross-
departmental group of senior officials reporting
to the Cabinet committee and comprises four
elements: the Disability Bill 2004, which is the
direct responsibility of my colleague, Deputy
Fahey, Minister of State with responsibility for
disability equality in my Department; the Comh-
airle (Amendment) Bill 2004, which is the
responsibility of the Minister for Social and Fam-
ily Affairs; six outline sectoral plans which are the
responsibility of the Ministers for Health and
Children, Social and Family Affairs, Transport,
the Environment, Heritage and Local Govern-
ment, Communications, Marine and Natural
Resources and Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment. I understand that each of these Ministers
will respond to a similar question to this one in
the House in the coming weeks and a commit-
ment to a multi-annual investment programme
for disability support services will be announced
as part of the Estimates and budgetary process.

My Department has overall responsibility for
the Disability Bill. It is intended to take Second
and Subsequent Stages of the Bill as soon as Dáil
time can be arranged. I understand that the Mini-
ster of State, Deputy Fahey, will meet the dis-
ability legislation consultation group, as prom-
ised, in the coming weeks to hear its views on
the Bill.

Implementation of the provisions on indepen-
dent assessment of need, service statements and
redress in the Bill come within the remit of the

Department of Health and Children. The chair of
the interim health service executive has estab-
lished a dedicated group within the interim
executive to address transition issues with regard
to services for people with disabilities. That group
has been asked to also examine the steps to be
taken to address requirements arising in the Dis-
ability Bill.

The preparation of the strategy has been
guided by the Cabinet committee on social
inclusion. The committee will continue in its role
as the elements of the strategy are being put in
place.

Housing Aid for the Elderly.

443. Mr. Wall asked the Minister for the Envir-
onment, Heritage and Local Government his
Department’s plans to investigate the provision
of extra funding for the home improvement
scheme for the elderly as operated by the South
West Area Health Board; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [23498/04]

Minister of State at the Department of the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Mr. N. Ahern): A second round allocation for
2004 will shortly be determined and notified to
health boards by the task force, which, under the
aegis of my Department, administers the scheme
of special housing aid for the elderly.

Strategic Planning Guidelines.

444. Mr. Neville asked the Minister for the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government
the position regarding the five year housing plan
submitted by Limerick County Council to his
Department. [23200/04]

Minister of State at the Department of the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Mr. N. Ahern): My Department is currently
assessing the draft action plan submitted by
Limerick County Council. It is intended that the
matter will be finalised by the end of the year.

Water and Sewerage Schemes.

445. Mr. O’Shea asked the Minister for the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government
the proposals he has in regard to overhauling or
replacing the totally unsatisfactory public water
supply in the Ring Gaeltacht, County Waterford;
and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[23222/04]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Mr. Roche): The Ring Helvic
water supply scheme is included in my Depart-
ment’s water services investment programme
2004-06 as a scheme to start in 2005.

I understand that revised preliminary report
for the scheme is currently being prepared by
Waterford County Council for submission to my
Department.
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Natural Heritage Areas.

446. Mr. J. Bruton asked the Minister for the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government if
he has received a request for the statutory desig-
nation of Newcastle Lough as a natural heritage
area at Kilmainhamwood, Kells, County Meath;
if the question of designation of such locations
will be decided during 2005; and if not the reason
therefor. [23237/04]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Mr. Roche): My Department
has received a request to consider the designation
of Newcastle Lough, Kells, County Meath, as a
natural heritage area under the Wildlife Acts.

My Department is currently arranging for an
ecological survey and-or assessment of the site to
be carried out. The results of this should be avail-
able early in 2005, following which the question
of designation will be determined.

EU Directives.

447. Mr. Penrose asked the Minister for the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government
the timescale for the finalisation of the draft
national action programme under the nitrates
directive; if, with regard to page 13 of the said
draft, consideration will be given to amend the
assertion made therein, that under no circum-
stances may nitrate be applied to cereal or tillage
crops during the autumn and winter period; and
if he will make a statement on the matter.
[23341/04]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Mr. Roche): Council Direc-
tive 91/676/EEC, commonly known as the nitrates
directive, has been implemented in Ireland by
way of extensive monitoring of nitrate levels in
waters, the assessment of the tropic status of wat-
ers, the development and dissemination in 1996
of a code of good agricultural practice to protect
waters from pollution by nitrates and a range of
other measures which operate to protect water
quality from pollution by agricultural sources.

These other measures include the provision of
funding under schemes administered by the
Department of Agriculture and Food, DAF, such
as the control of farmyard pollution scheme, the
rural environment protection scheme and the
farm waste management scheme to support
expenditure by farmers in meeting measures for
pollution control and environmental protection
standards. They also include bye-laws made by
local authorities under the Local Government
(Water Pollution) Acts, a wide range of imple-
mentation and enforcement actions taken by
local authorities under those Acts, the progress-
ive extension of the integrated pollution control
licensing system operated by the EPA to apply to
a wider range of intensive agricultural activities
and the introduction of requirements for com-
pliance with good farming practice in the context
of EU-funded direct payments to farmers under
agri-assistance schemes administered by the

DAF. Under the single farm payment scheme,
which will replace a number of existing direct
payment schemes from January 2005, farmers will
be required to comply with a number of EU legis-
lative provisions including the nitrates directive.

Extensive discussions with the main farming
organisations and other interests have taken
place since December 2001 as to the further
implementation of the nitrates directive. In Feb-
ruary 2002, my Department issued an information
paper on good agricultural practice and protec-
tion of the environment which set out the back-
ground issues and the preferred approach of
applying an action programme to all areas rather
than to designated vulnerable zones. Consistent
with the approach set out in the paper, the Euro-
pean Communities (Protection of Waters Against
Pollution from Agricultural Sources) Regulations
2003 identified the whole territory of Ireland as
the area to which an action programme will be
developed and applied for the purposes of the
nitrates directive.

A draft national action programme for further
implementation of the directive was prepared by
my Department, jointly with DAF and in consul-
tation with Teagasc, and was issued for consul-
tation on 19 December 2003. Some 70 sub-
missions were received from interested parties
and a revised draft was prepared having regard
to the submissions received. The revised draft was
made available on 9 July 2004 to interested par-
ties in a second round of consultation. An inde-
pendent adviser was appointed to consider the
comments received and report with recommend-
ations regarding the provisions of the draft
programme.

I understand 50 submissions have been
received and I hope to receive the report and
recommendations of the independent adviser
shortly. The draft action programme will then be
revised as necessary and submitted to the Euro-
pean Commission. However, it would be inappro-
priate for me to indicate whether or not any par-
ticular amendment might be made to the draft
action programme pending receipt of the inde-
pendent advisor’s report. The action programme
will be implemented on a phased basis with effect
from 1 January 2005 and will operate for a period
of four years.

Water and Sewerage Schemes.

448. Mr. Naughten asked the Minister for the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government if
funding will be approved for the upgrading of the
west Roscommon water supply scheme; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [23405/04]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Mr. Roche): The west Ros-
common regional water supply scheme, including
north Roscommon, Castlerea and Ballinlough, is
included in my Department’s water services
investment programme 2004-06 to advance
through planning. I understand that Roscommon
County Council is preparing a brief for the
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[Mr. Roche.]
appointment of consultants to produce a prelimi-
nary report for the scheme. The submission of
this brief to my Department is awaited.

Departmental Websites.

449. Ms B. Moynihan-Cronin asked the Mini-
ster for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government if his Department’s website is up-to-
date; the frequency with which it is updated; if all
press releases from his Department are posted on
the website; if so the frequency with which they
are posted; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [23438/04]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Mr. Roche): The information
presented on my Department’s website is
updated and supplemented on a regular basis. All
departmental press releases are posted to the
website, normally on the date of issue.

Legislative Programme.

450. Mr. P. McGrath asked the Minister for the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government
when he is likely to publish the Construction
Industry Federation Bill; the stage the proposed
Bill is at; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [23447/04]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Mr. Roche): I assume the
question refers to the proposed building control
Bill. The general scheme of this Bill has been
approved by the Government and work is pro-
ceeding on the drafting of it. The Government’s
current legislative programme envisages publi-
cation of this Bill in mid-2005.

Water and Sewerage Schemes.

451. Ms Harkin asked the Minister for the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government if,
as a matter of extreme urgency, the National Fed-
eration of Group Water Schemes will ensure that
necessitous cases such as that of persons (details
supplied) in County Leitrim are not deprived of
a water supply as he outlined to this Deputy in
correspondence of 6 August 2004. [23448/04]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Mr. Roche): Group water
schemes are owned by the group members and
all matters relating to the operation and manage-
ment of schemes, including the setting and collec-
tion of members’ contributions, are the responsi-
bility of the group itself.

The national rural water monitoring committee
has compiled a charter of rights and responsibilit-
ies for the group scheme sector which sets out,
inter alia, consumers’ rights on a supply of water,
the right to information and a procedure for deal-
ing with complaints. The charter states that a
group scheme should not disconnect a water sup-
ply to a member save only where a serious and

continued breach of the scheme’s own rules is
occurring.

The National Federation of Group Water
Schemes encourages all group schemes to for-
mally adopt the charter. In addition, my Depart-
ment stipulates it as a condition of obtaining sub-
sidy towards the operational cost of schemes that
groups should have accepted the charter.

Following the letter referred to in the question
my Department was in touch with the federation
and received an assurance that the position
regarding necessitous cases will be addressed in
the context of the federation’s management and
development training programme for group
water schemes.

Roadside Hedges.

452. Mr. Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government if
he will reconsider reverting to having county
councils responsible for the cutting of the hedges
along the edge of roads; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [23449/04]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Mr. Roche): Section 70 of
the Roads Act 1993 obliges landowners and occu-
piers of land to take all reasonable care to ensure
that hedges growing on their land are not, or
could not become, a danger to people using or
working on a public road.

Roads legislation is now the responsibility of
the Minister for Transport and amendment of it
would be a matter for consideration by that
Minister.

Water and Sewerage Schemes.

453. Mr. J. O’Keeffe asked the Minister for the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government if
the Innishannon, Ballinadee-Ballinspittle-Gar-
retstown, water supply scheme can now proceed;
and the estimated cost and commencement
date. [23450/04]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Mr. Roche): The Innishan-
non, Ballinadee-Ballinspittle-Garretstown, water
supply scheme has been approved for funding in
my Department’s water services investment pro-
gramme 2004-06 under the rural towns and vil-
lages initiative, at an estimated cost of \6.4
million.

A revised supplementary report to the prelimi-
nary report and supporting documentation relat-
ing to the scheme was received by my Depart-
ment from Cork County Council on 20
September 2004 and will be dealt with as quickly
as possible.

454. Mr. Hayes asked the Minister for the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government
when a new sewerage scheme will be provided for
the village of Golden in County Tipperary.
[23492/04]
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Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Mr. Roche): I understand
that this scheme is being advanced by south Tip-
perary County Council under the rural water pro-
gramme. Responsibility for the administration of
this programme was devolved to the local auth-
orities in 1997. Under the devolved arrange-
ments, the prioritisation and approval of schemes
for construction is a matter for each local auth-
ority, subject to overall block grant allocation
from my Department. Information on the current
status of the scheme may appropriately be sought
from the county council.

Recycling Facilities.

455. Mr. Hayes asked the Minister for the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government
when he will approve finance for a recycling
facility at Cashel, County Tipperary. [23493/04]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Mr. Roche): In April, 2004
grant assistance totalling \2.024 million was
approved by my Department for the provision of
recycling facilities at Waller’s Lot, Cashel, the
total cost of which is estimated at approximately
\3.7 million, and this funding will be available to
the local authority as soon as it is in a position to
draw it down. The local authority has also sought
approval to borrow the balance of the cost. This
application must be considered within the frame-
work of the overall borrowing limit for the local
authority sector and on that basis it has not yet
been possible to grant approval for the loan. This
position is being kept under review.

Water and Sewerage Schemes.

456. Mr. Wall asked the Minister for the Envir-
onment, Heritage and Local Government the cost
of the archaeological works being carried out as
preparatory work for the new sewerage scheme
in Castledermot, County Kildare; the timescale of
the work; when the new collection system for the
scheme will commence; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [23540/04]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Mr. Roche): The Castleder-
mot sewerage scheme is included in my Depart-
ment’s water services investment programme
2004-06 under the rural towns and villages initiat-
ive, at an estimated cost of \7.6 million.

Work on the archaeological investigation con-
tract, which is estimated to cost \1.4 million, com-
menced on 8 June this year. I understand that the
contract period is six months and that work is
on schedule.

Kildare County Council is at present preparing
the report on tenders for work on the collection
system. Once submitted to my Department for
technical examination and approval the report
will be dealt with as quickly as possible.

Traveller Accommodation.

457. Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for
the Environment, Heritage and Local Govern-
ment if he will report on the status of each local
council’s implementation of their Traveller
accommodation plan with respect to targets set;
the deadlines missed in each case; the number in
total and by type of Traveller accommodation
units yet to be provided by each local authority
under their respective five-year Traveller accom-
modation programmes 2000-04; the number of
and the councils which are in breach of regu-
lations regarding Traveller accommodation; and
the measures he will be taking to ensure councils’
compliance with their own plans to achieve the
targets set. [23548/04]

Minister of State at the Department of the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Mr. N. Ahern): All local authorities required to
do so have adopted, and are in the process of
implementing, five-year Traveller accommo-
dation programmes, under the Housing
(Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998. These pro-
grammes, covering the period 2000 to 2004, esti-
mated that, nationally, 3,785 units of accommo-
dation would be required during the programmes
to meet the then existing need and the additional
need of 1,684 units of accommodation arising due
to new family formations and other factors. Infor-
mation from the most recent assessment of hous-
ing needs published by my Department in
December 2002 indicated that this level of
additional requirement was not arising.

Under their five-year Traveller accommo-
dation programmes local authorities provide
accommodation for Travellers in Traveller spec-
ific accommodation such as group houses and
halting site bays and in standard social housing.
Local authorities also assist Travellers in provid-
ing their own accommodation through the shared
ownership and tenant purchase schemes as well
as the house purchase loan scheme and the
special Traveller house purchase grant.

The 1998 Housing (Traveller Accommodation)
Act 1998 does not require annual targets to be
included in the accommodation programmes. The
local authority Traveller programmes did not
include such targets or a detailed breakdown of
the number of units of accommodation which
would be required under the various types of
accommodation.

The following table sets out a breakdown of
the accommodation provided at the end of the
first four years of the accommodation pro-
grammes 2000 to 2003. In that period, local auth-
orities have provided, or assisted in the provision
of, permanent accommodation for an additional
1,369 Traveller families. This includes an
additional 487 families in Traveller specific
accommodation, 681 families in standard social
housing and 201 families in accommodation pro-
vided by Travellers themselves with the assist-
ance of local authorities.
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Local authorities are currently preparing new

accommodation programmes to cover the period
2005 to 2008. They have been directed to set
annual targets in these programmes for the
number and type of accommodation to be deliv-
ered for each of the four years of the pro-
grammes, across all accommodation types includ-
ing group housing, halting site bays and transient
sites as well as standard social housing. Local
authorities are also required to set out annual tar-
gets for the refurbishment of Traveller specific
accommodation during the programmes.

Local Authority Gross Demand No. of Units Provided Shortfall
(Units) 2000-2003

Carlow Co. Co. 70 41 29

Cavan Co. Co. 28 11 17

Clare Co. Co. 86 43 43

Cork Co. Co. 104 11 93

Cork City Council 159 35 124

Donegal Co. Co. 119 58 61

Dublin City Council 323 134 189

Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown Co. Co. 118 37 81

Fingal Co. Co. 239 93 146

Galway Co. Co. 199 56 143

Galway City Council 127 46 81

Kerry Co. Co. 106 45 61

Kildare Co. Co. 63 32 31

Kilkenny Co. Co. & Borough Council 38 14 24

Laois Co. Co. 74 31 43

Leitrim Co. Co. 10 20 (10)

Limerick Co. Co. 165 35 130

Limerick City Council 59 0 59

Longford Co. Co. 45 45 0

Louth Co. Co. 10 0 10

Dundalk Town Council 52 31 21

Drogheda Borough Council 21 4 17

Mayo Co. Co. 139 46 93

Meath Co. Co. 85 41 44

Monaghan Co. Co. 37 17 20

Offaly Co. Co. 128 42 86

Roscommon Co. Co. 66 6 60

Sligo Co. Co. & Borough Council 50 25 25

South Dublin Co. Co. 377 128 249

North Tipperary Co. Co. 83 27 56

South Tipperary Co. Co. 69 15 54

Clonmel Borough Council 16 0 16

Waterford Co. Co. 22 -3 25

Waterford City Council 74 44 30

Westmeath Co. Co. 59 62 (3)

Wexford Co. Co. 249 50 199

Wexford Borough Council 20 1 19

Wicklow Co. Co. & Bray Town Council 96 46 50

Total 3,785 1,369 2,416

Waste Recycling.

458. Mr. R. Bruton asked the Minister for the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government

The Local Government Act 2001 includes a
provision enabling the Minister to reduce or with-
hold any grant or any other money due or other-
wise payable to a local authority where it has
failed or substantially failed to comply with a
statutory duty. While there are no proposals, at
this stage, to have recourse to this power in
relation to the provision of Traveller accommo-
dation, this matter will be kept under consider-
ation in the light of the achievement by the local
authorities of the targets set under the new
accommodation programmes now being
prepared.

the volume and share of recycling by sectoral
source in 1998 and in 2003; and the way in which
this compares with the Government’s target.
[23585/04]
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Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Mr. Roche): I refer to the
national waste database reports for 1998 and 2001
published by the EPA, which contain the latest
official data on the volume and share of recycling
by sectoral source. In addition, the EPA, in its
interim waste database report for 2002, published
recently, noted a slowdown in the generation of
municipal waste, which grew by less than 1% in
2002, together with a 4.5% decrease in the
amount of waste going to landfill.

The EPA also reported that the recycling of
municipal waste has accelerated to almost 21%,
representing an 8% increase over the 2001 posi-
tion. These figures indicate that significant pro-
gress is being made towards increased recycling,
for which a target 35% recycling of municipal
waste has been set for 2013. Packaging waste
recycling, at 33% in 2002, is up 7.7% on the 2001
level which indicates that Ireland is on course to
attain the 50% recycling target for this waste
stream set for end 2005.

The aforementioned reports are available in
the Oireachtas Library.

Local Authority Housing.

459. Mr. R. Bruton asked the Minister for the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government
the number of houses completed to date in 2004
under Part V of the Planning and Development
Act 2000; and his forecast for the full year.
[23586/04]

Minister of State at the Department of the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Mr. N. Ahern): A total of 106 housing units have
been provided under Part V of the Planning and
Development Acts 2000-02 during the first half
of 2004.

I anticipate that 500 housing units will be pro-
vided over the whole of 2004 under Part V.

460. Mr. R. Bruton asked the Minister for the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government if
local authority housing departments can inform
private rented accommodation providers that a
named person has or has not been either evicted
or removed from a local authority housing estate,
as a result of anti-social behaviour; if this power
exists under the relevant legislation; and if this
matter can be rectified. [23590/04]

Minister of State at the Department of the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Mr. N. Ahern): Section 15 of the Housing
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1997 authorises
certain exchanges of information in relation to
persons seeking housing who may have been
engaged in anti-social behaviour. These
exchanges are permitted between specified agen-
cies: housing authorities, the Criminal Assets
Bureau, the Garda Siochána, the Department of
Social and Family Affairs, health boards and
approved voluntary housing bodies.

These provisions do not apply to private land-
lords. The relevant departmental circular to local
authorities recommends that information about
tenants should only be provided to a private land-
lord through the tenants themselves and with
their consent.

National Disability Strategy.

461. Mr. Rabbitte asked the Minister for the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government
the role his Department will play in supervising
and monitoring the disability package announced
by the Government on 21 September 2004; and if
he will make a statement on the matter.
[23798/04]

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (Mr. Roche): My Depart-
ment’s role in implementing the national dis-
ability strategy is set out in the outline local
government sectoral plan under the Disability
Bill 2004, which was published with the Bill. A
copy of the sectoral plan addressing national
objectives and guidelines for access to local auth-
ority services and built facilities, as well as to heri-
tage sites managed by my Department has been
placed in the Oireachtas Library.

I will establish a monitoring committee in
accordance with section 46 of the Disability Bill
when enacted, to monitor and support com-
pliance with its requirements regarding the
employment of people with disabilities in public
bodies for which I am responsible.

Question No. 462 answered with Question
No. 148.

Question No. 463 answered with Question
No. 183.

National Drugs Strategy.

464. Mr. Crowe asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if he will be
proactive in the support for the development of
a needle exchange programme in prisons here.
[23227/04]

465. Mr. Morgan asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs if he will
recommend to the national drugs strategy that it
adopt a single common standard in tackling the
issue of drugs which will incorporate the chal-
lenge to address the matter within the prison sys-
tem. [23229/04]

466. Mr. Morgan asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs his views on
the principle of equivalence with respect to the
treatment of drug abuse in prisons, as endorsed
internationally; and the measures he is taking to
support that principle. [23230/04]

Minister of State at the Department of the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government
(Mr. N. Ahern): I propose to take Questions Nos.
464 to 466, inclusive, together.
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As the Deputies may be aware, the National

Advisory Committee on Drugs, NACD, pro-
duced a report last May entitled Review of Harm
Reduction Approaches to Minimising the Sharing
of Equipment Used to Administer Drugs.

Arising from the report, the NACD recom-
mended that service provision for drug users in
prison should mirror the range of treatment and
harm reduction approaches which are available in
the community. In this regard, the Government
has been developing drugs services in prison,
including methadone maintenance, over recent
years. However, full implementation of this
recommendation, in particular with regard to
needle exchange, obviously poses serious issues
within a prison environment and will have to be
very carefully examined.

I would also like to point out that the national
drugs strategy 2001-08 sets out a number of
actions to be fulfilled by the Prison Service,
including actions 21 and 22. These actions pro-
vide for the implementation of proposals
designed to end heroin use in prisons during the
period of the strategy and for the expansion of
prison-based treatment and rehabilitation pro-
grammes. Progress is being made on the imple-
mentation of both of these actions.

Policy regarding drug misuse in prisons is a
matter for my colleague, Deputy McDowell,
Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform.

Property Rights.

467. Mr. Carey asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the pro-
posals in place within his Department to facilitate
the use of private lands here by walkers, similar
to that which was introduced in the UK from 19
September 2004 under EU legislation; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [23255/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): I am aware that in the
United Kingdom the introduction of access to
open country and registered common land in
England and Wales under the Countryside and
Rights of Way Act 2000 has commenced. The
Deputy will appreciate that, in the case of this
country, there are constitutional considerations
regarding private property which do not apply in
the UK. I have no proposals, at present, to intro-
duce such legislation here.

The recent Oireachtas All-Party Committee on
the Constitution report on the provisions of
Articles 40.3.2° and Article 43 of the Constitution
with regard to private property rights considered
this issue. The report of the committee included
a recommendation to establish a countryside
recreation council. The committee recommended
an approach along the lines of the Northern
Ireland model, where the countryside access and
activities network was established. It was felt that
such an approach could help encourage joint
tourism projects as well as avoid the heavy map-

ping costs, which were incurred during the
approach taken in England and Wales.

In view of concerns in this area, in February
2004 I established Comhairle na Tuaithe which
includes representatives of farmers and land-
owners, recreational users of the countryside,
tourism marketing bodies, the Heritage Council
and the Irish Sports Council.

The aims and objectives of Comhairle na Tuai-
the are to ensure that all those with an interest
and concern in the sustainable development and
proper management of the recreational amenities
of the countryside are fully consulted on their
future management; to develop and update, as
necessary, a national countryside recreation
strategy; to ensure that all means necessary are
used to resolve conflicts that arise in relation to
access issues and responsible enjoyment of the
countryside; to raise awareness of the benefits to
and responsibilities of recreational use of the
countryside and to carry out research and training
on related issues; and to allow the benefits and
management of increased leisure use to be stud-
ied closely.

The work plan of Comhairle na Tuaithe for its
first year involves the following outputs: a sem-
inar on its work; preparation of a national
countryside recreation strategy; mechanisms for
conflict resolution in relation to access issues and
responsible enjoyment of the countryside; and a
countryside code.

Comhairle na Tuaithe is now preparing for a
national seminar to be held in November to pro-
mote and develop its work and to identify key
mechanisms and processes to achieving progress.
I am hopeful that the approach outlined to help
bring about a solution through a community
based approach will point the way forward. I
believe, given our general partnership approach
to solving problems, that it is the correct way to
proceed.

Charities Legislation.

468. Mr. J. O’Keeffe asked the Minister for
Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs the
position on the reform of charities law and the
Charities Act which is now over 40 years old.
[23344/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Mr. N.
Ahern): An Agreed Programme for Government
contains a commitment to reform charities law.
Responsibility for delivery on that commitment
was assigned to my Department.

I launched a public consultation in February of
this year. The reference document for the public
consultation was a Government-approved consul-
tation paper on establishing a modern statutory
framework for charities.

The 85 submissions which were received in
response to the public consultation comprised an
overall broad endorsement of the proposals con-
tained in the consultation paper. This positive
reaction, in confirming how the way forward



1197 Questions— 5 October 2004. Written Answers 1198

should be charted, will inform the development
of the draft legislation.

An external report on the public consultation
was published on 27 September 2004. It can be
accessed on my Department’s charities regulation
webpage at http://www.pobail.ie/en/
CharitiesRegulation/.

Departmental Websites.

469. Ms B. Moynihan-Cronin asked the Mini-
ster for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs
if his Department’s website is up-to-date; the fre-
quency with which it is updated; if all press
releases from his Department are posted on the
website; if so the frequency with which they are
posted; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [23439/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): I can confirm to the
Deputy that my Department’s website is up-to-
date and is updated on an ongoing basis as and
when required. All press releases from my
Department are posted on the website on the day
of their release.

Córas Náisiúnta ISBN.

470. D’fhiafraigh Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire
Gnóthaı́ Pobail, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta an
bhfuil sé i gceist aige treoir a thabhairt dá Roinn
chun córas International Standard Book
Numbering, ISBN, náisiúnta a chur sa siúl cosúil
le córais náisiúnta dá shórt atá i bhformhór thı́or-
tha eile an Aontais Eorpaigh. [23517/04]

471. D’fhiafraigh Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire
Gnóthaı́ Pobail, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta an
bhfuil a fhios aige nach bhfuil freagracht ar bith
ag Bord na Leabhar Gaeilge, Áisı́neacht Dáiliú-
chán Leabhar nó an Leabharlann Náisiúnta as
córas International Standard Book Numbering,
ISBN, náisiúnta a fhiosrú nó as a leithéid a
rith. [23518/04]

472. D’fhiafraigh Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire
Gnóthaı́ Pobail, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta an eol
dó gur ceist achrannach i measc foilsitheoirı́ na
hÉireann ı́ nach bhfuil córas International Stan-
dard Book Numbering, ISBN, náisiúnta ar fáil
dóibh agus cad iad na céimeanna atá an tAire ag
gabháil a ghlacadh chun cinnte a dhéanamh de go
mbeidh córas dá leithéid ar fáil acu sara i bhfad,
seachas a bheith ag brath ar chóras Shasana.
[23519/04]

473. D’fhiafraigh Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire
Gnóthaı́ Pobail, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta an aon-
taı́onn sé nach bhfuil freagracht oifigiúil ag Bord
na Leabhar Gaeilge as ceist an International
Standard Book Numbering, ISBN, náisiúnta.
[23520/04]

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs (Éamon Ó Cuı́v): Tógfaigh mé Ceiste-
anna 470 go dtı́ 473 le chéile.

Nı́l aon fhreagracht ar mo Roinn ná ag aon
chomhlacht faoi choimirce na Roinne seo maidir
leis an gceist seo. Mar eolas don Teachta tuigtear
dom go bhfuil córas den chineál seo i bhfeidhm
le haghaidh irisı́ Éireannacha, ISSN, cheana agus
gurb é an Leabharlann Náisiúnta atá freagrach as
riaradh an chórais sin.

Grant Payments.

474. Mr. Hayes asked the Minister for Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs when a grant
will be sanctioned to New Inn parish council for
an alarm for the elderly. [23575/04]

Minister of State at the Department of Com-
munity, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (Mr. N.
Ahern): The 2004 scheme of community support
for older people was advertised nationwide on 29
July 2004 with a closing date of 13 September
2004. My Department is engaged in processing
applications for the scheme and grants will issue
to community groups in respect of successful
applications at the earliest possible date.

Free Travel Scheme.

475. Mr. Crowe asked the Minister for Social
and Family Affairs if he intends to implement
measures to enable pensioners to access free
travel on a whole island basis; and the discussions
he has held with his Northern and British
counterparts on this issue [23199/04]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Seamus
Brennan): Under the existing free travel scheme,
pass holders who reside in the Republic of
Ireland can travel free within the South. Simi-
larly, people who live in Northern Ireland who
hold a concessionary travel pass can travel free
within the North.

Under the special cross-Border arrangements,
in place since 1995, both Southern and Northern
pass holders can undertake cross-Border journeys
free of charge.

The introduction of free travel on an all-
Ireland basis would enhance the existing arrange-
ments by enabling Southern pass holders to make
free onward journeys within the North. Similarly,
Northern Ireland pass holders would be able to
make internal journeys within the South free of
charge.

There are a number of technical and financial
issues to be resolved in order to implement an
enhanced all-Ireland free travel system on these
lines. These issues will require co-operation
between my Department and the Department for
Regional Development in Northern Ireland as
well as the participation of the relevant Northern
and Southern transport operator companies.

My predecessor, Deputy Coughlan, met the
Minister of State at the Department for Regional
Development in Northern Ireland last month to
discuss enhancements to the cross-Border free
travel scheme and to explore the potential for co-
operation between our Departments. The dis-
cussions addressed options for co-funding the
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scheme and certain technical issues. I hope to be
in a position to make further progress on this
matter at an early date.

Social Welfare Benefits.

476. Mr. R. Bruton asked the Minister for
Social and Family Affairs if powers exist to
prevent health boards from giving rent subsidy to
persons who are either evicted or excluded from
local authority housing due to anti-social activity;
and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[23589/04]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Mr.
Brennan): Subject to certain conditions, the sup-
plementary welfare allowance scheme, which is
administered on behalf of my Department by the
health boards, provides for the payment of a
weekly or monthly supplement in respect of rent
to eligible people in the State whose means are
insufficient to meet their accommodation needs
and who do not have accommodation available
from any other source.

Section 179A of the Social Welfare
(Consolidation) Act 1993 as inserted by section
16 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act
997, provides a health board with the legislative
authority to refuse, suspend or terminate pay-
ment of a rent supplement in the case of a person
who has been required to deliver up possession
of a dwelling provided by a housing authority or
an approved body. This came into effect on 1
July 1997.

While powers exist to allow health boards to
refuse a rent supplement to persons who are
either evicted or excluded from local authority
housing due to anti social activity, a health board
may, having considered the circumstances of each
individual case, provide assistance where, in the
opinion of the board, the circumstances of the
particular case so warrant.

Where a local authority tenant is evicted for
anti-social behaviour the health board normally
liaises with the local authority to assess the most
suitable solution to address the person’s accom-
modation needs.

Departmental Websites.

477. Ms B. Moynihan-Cronin asked the Mini-
ster for Social and Family Affairs if his Depart-
ment’s website is up-to-date; the frequency with
which it is updated; if all press releases from his
Department are posted on the website; if so the
frequency with which they are posted; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [23440/04]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Mr.
Brennan): One of the information channels used
in delivering on the Department’s information
policy is the website, www.welfare.ie., which was
first established in 1996. It contains information
on all our schemes and services including publi-
cations, leaflets and booklets. Application forms
are available for downloading and on-line ser-

vices are available to customers notifying loss of
employment, requesting an application form for
child benefit and e-mailing our information
services.

Each section in my Department is responsible
for ensuring that the website content for their
schemes is kept up to date. A central section,
which manages the website, implements the
requests for changes and updates from the
scheme sections and these are implemented on a
daily basis. Procedures are in place to ensure that
website content is kept accurate and relevant and
to remove all out-of-date material in a timely
fashion. As an example of the timeliness of the
content, press releases are posted on the website
as soon as they are issued by the Department’s
press office.

Social Welfare Benefits.

478. Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for
Social and Family Affairs his views on whether
the reforms introduced to the rent supplement
scheme are having an adverse impact on large
numbers of vulnerable persons. [23457/04]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Mr.
Brennan): The impact of the measures introduced
in the rent supplement scheme was fully assessed
and the manner of their implementation was
carefully designed to ensure that the interests of
vulnerable groups such as the homeless, the eld-
erly and disabled were fully protected.

It is not possible to quantify precisely the
numbers affected by the measures. However,
27,229 applications for rent supplement were
awarded since the end of January when the new
measures came into effect. This figure includes
first time applicants as well as people who move
to new accommodation.

The impact of the measures is being closely
monitored. In addition to ongoing contacts
between my Department and the health boards,
a working group was established under the Sus-
taining Progress agreement, to facilitate engage-
ment with the social partners with regard to
monitoring the impact of the changes to the
scheme. The working group, which was chaired
by the Department of the Taoiseach, included
representatives from ICTU and the community
and voluntary pillar as well as my Department
and the Department of Environment, Heritage
and Local Government.

A study of 498 randomly selected rent sup-
plement applications which were refused since
the measures came into effect in January 2004
found that only 11% of the refusals were because
of the new measures and many of these cases
would have been refused in any event. The group
concluded that, based on the examination of the
sample cases and discussions with community
welfare officers, the new measures were not hav-
ing any significant, adverse impacts having regard
to the design of the measures, including the oper-
ation of the appropriate levels of discretion by
the community welfare officers.
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479. Mr. Penrose asked the Minister for Social
and Family Affairs if he will reconsider altering
the regulations pertaining to one-parent family
allowance payments, whereby if spouses have
been awarded joint custody of children of their
marriage by a court in separation proceedings,
this precludes either of them from receiving the
allowance; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [23472/04]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Mr.
Brennan): In 1997 the one-parent family payment
was introduced to replace a number of schemes
which catered for different categories of lone par-
ent. These schemes included lone parents allow-
ance, deserted wife’s benefit and the non-con-
tributory widow and widower’s pension for those
with dependent children.

The scheme is based on the contingency of lone
parenthood and the need for social welfare sup-
port for parents with children where a person has
not secured adequate, or any maintenance from
the spouse or the other parent.

To qualify for one-parent family payment, a
person must have the main care and charge of
a child. Generally speaking, this means that the
person must show that the child spends the
greater amount of time, weekly, with the appli-
cant. Under current legislation, one-parent family
payment is not payable where a couple have joint
equal custody of a child.

My Department’s statement of strategy
includes a commitment to review the income sup-
port arrangements for lone parents. Account will
be taken in the review of the research carried out
to date, along with policies and programmes pur-
sued in other countries in this area. The appropri-
ate arrangements to deal with joint custody cases
will be considered in that context.

480. Mr. Ring asked the Minister for Social and
Family Affairs when a person (details supplied)
in County Mayo will be approved and granted the
old age non-contributory pension. [23483/04]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Mr.
Brennan): Prior to reaching age 66, the person
concerned was a qualified adult on her husband’s
old age non-contributory pension. She applied for
an old age non-contributory pension in her own
right in August 2004. Following assessment of her
means she was awarded this pension at the
maximum personal rate of \154 per week with
effect from Friday, 1 October 2004, the first pay-
ment date following her 66th birthday. The hus-
band of the person concerned has been requested
by my Department to return his pension book for
adjustment of the rate of payment so that new
payable order books can be issued to each of
them at their local post office.

481. Mr. Ring asked the Minister for Social and
Family Affairs the reason unemployment assist-
ance to a person (details supplied) in County
Mayo has ceased. [23484/04]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Mr.
Brennan): To qualify for unemployment assist-
ance a person must be available for and genuinely
seeking full-time work. The person concerned
was in receipt of unemployment assistance from
27 June 2003 to 28 September 2004. Following a
review, a deciding officer disallowed the unem-
ployment assistance claim of the person con-
cerned from 29 September 2004 on the grounds
that he is not genuinely seeking employment.

The person concerned has appealed this
decision and his case is being sent to the social
welfare appeals office for determination. It is
open to the person concerned, if his means are
insufficient to meet his needs, to contact his local
community welfare officer, regarding assistance
under the supplementary welfare allowance
scheme.

Under social welfare legislation, decisions on
claims must be made by deciding officers and
appeals officers. These officers are statutorily
appointed and I have no role in regard to making
such decisions.

Services for People with Disabilities.

482. Mr. Rabbitte asked the Minister for Social
and Family Affairs the role his Department will
play in supervising and monitoring the disability
package announced by the Government on 21
September 2004; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [23796/04]

Minister for Social and Family Affairs (Seamus
Brennan): The national disability strategy
announced on 21 September last is designed to
underpin the participation of people with dis-
abilities in society. My Department will play an
important role in that strategy through the enact-
ment of the Comhairle (Amendment) Bill 2004
and through the Department’s sectoral plan
under the Disability Bill 2004.

The primary purpose of the Comhairle
(Amendment) Bill 2004 is to facilitate the intro-
duction of a new personal advocacy service for
people with disabilities which will be adminis-
tered by the national information agency, Comh-
airle. Under the provisions of the Bill, this new
service will provide for the assignment of a per-
sonal advocate to a person with a disability who is
unable or who has difficulty in obtaining a social
service without the assistance or support of the
personal advocate. The main function of the per-
sonal advocate will be to assist, support and rep-
resent the person with a disability in applying for
and obtaining a social service and also in pursuing
any right of review or appeal in connection with
that service.

The sectoral plans to be drawn up by six Mini-
sters under the provisions of the Disability Bill
2004 form an integral part of the national dis-
ability strategy. Under those plans, the relevant
Ministers will set out service provision for people
with disabilities, the measures to facilitate access
to these services and the planned improvements.
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The Department’s sectoral plan was published

in outline or draft form in order to allow a period
of consultation and discussion with relevant
interests before the plan is finalised and laid
before the Dáil for approval. The objective of the
outline sectoral plan is to ensure that, as far as
is practicable, schemes and services provided to
people with disabilities operate in a manner
which facilitates their full participation in society
and meets the mainstreaming principle of the
equality agenda.

The outline sectoral plan draws on the Depart-
ment’s statement of strategy 2003-05, entitled
Promoting a Caring Society, which provides the
framework for progressing and developing its ser-
vices to all its customers within the timeframe of
the statement. It gives a brief description of the
range of schemes and services designed to meet
the income support needs of people with disabilit-
ies and covers a range of issues including per-

formance standards for claim processing, sup-
ports for people with disabilities to return to work
or education, consultative processes designed to
proactively seek the views of people with dis-
abilities, physical access to departmental prem-
ises, specific measures for visually or hearing
impaired customers and the role of Comhairle in
meeting the needs of people with disabilities,
including the new personal advocacy service to
be provided under the Comhairle (Amendment)
Bill 2004.

The position of people with disabilities will be
improved significantly through the introduction
of the new personal advocacy service provided
for under the Comhairle (Amendment) Bill 2004.
In addition, the Department’s sectoral plan will
provide a focus for the future development of ser-
vices for people with disabilities coming within
the Department’s remit and such a focus will
become a regular feature of Departmental
reporting on its activities and improvements
planned for the future.


