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Bunriachtanais Teanga sa Gharda Siochana: Plé

Chairman: Ta leithscéal faighte agam 6n Seanadéir Ward. Cuirim failte roimh na comhal-
tai coiste ata 1 lathair agus roimh na finnéithe ata i seomra an choiste. Thar ceann An Gharda
Siochana, td4 Anne Marie McMahon, Leas-Choimisinéir An Gharda Siochéana; Joseph Nugent,
priomhoifigeach riarachain; Eimear Ni Cheallaigh, oifigeach Gaeilge; agus Yvonne Cooke,
stiarthéir gniomhach feidhmitchdin ar chursai acmhainni daonna agus forbartha daoine. Thar
ceann na Roinne DIi agus Cirt, t& Doncha O’Sullivan, leas-ardrunai; agus Mary McKenna,
priomhoifigeach ar chiirsai rialachais agus ceartais choiritil. Thar ceann an Udarais Poilineach-
ta, ta Bob Collins, cathaoirleach; agus Helen Hall, priomhftheidhmeannach. Thar ceann na
Seirbhise um Cheapachain Phoibli, t4 Shirley Comerford, priomhtheidhmeannach; agus Liam
Sinclair, riarthdir earcaiochta, ranndg earcaiochta um cheartas. Gabhaimid ar mbuiochas leo
ar fad as teacht anseo inniu. Ta suil agam go mbeidh tairbhe as an gcomhra a bheidh againn.

Déanfaimid ar mbreithnit ar dha abhar at4 ar chlar an chruinnithe seo. Té siad scartha 6na
chéile agus beidh sos de 15 n6iméad eatarthu. Sa chéad seisitn, is mian linn a thail amach cén
fath a ndearnadh fail réidh leis an riachtanas bunreachtuil d’iarrthéiri lena bheith inchailithe le
hardt céime a fhail chun bheith ina sairsint né ina gcigire 50% a bhaint amach sa scradu in-
nitlachta béil sa Ghaeilge. C¢é a rinne an cinneadh sin? Cén fath nar cuireadh an cinneadh sin
in 10l duinn ag ar geruinniu ar an 12 Bealtaine 20217 Is cinnte go mbreathnaiti ar an gcinneadh
ag an am sin n6 fitl go raibh sé beartaithe ag an am sin. Cén fath, mar sin, nach duradh ¢ sin
linn?

Sa dara seisitn, is mian linn cinneadh an Rialtais nach mbeidh Gaeilge riachtanach nios mo
ag baill den Gharda Siochana a phlé. Cé¢ a rinne an cinneadh sin? Cén fath nar cuireadh an cin-
neadh sin in il dGinn ag an geruinnit ar an 12 Bealtaine anuraidh? Is cinnte go raibh daoine
ag breathnt air sin ag an am. Cén fath nach daradh ¢ sin linn?

Cuirim ar aird na bhfinnéithe go bhfuil siad, de bhua alt 17(2)(/) den Acht um Chlumhil-
leadh, 2009, faoi chosaint ag lanphribhléid maidir leis an bhfianaise a thugann siad don choiste
seo chomh fada is ata siad lonnaithe sa seomra coiste féin. Ma ordaionn an comhchoiste doéibh,
ambh, ¢€iri as an bhfianaise a thabhairt i leith ni airithe agus ma leanann siad da tabhairt, nil siad i
dteideal da €is sin ach pribhléid cailithe i leith na fianaise acu. Ordaitear d6ibh nach dtabharfar
ach fianaise a bhaineann le habhar na n-imeachtai seo agus fiafraitear doibh cleachtadh parlaim-
inte a urraimia nar choéir, mas féidir, daoine na eintiteas a chaineadh na liomhainti a dhéanamh
ina n-aghaidh, ina ainm, ina hainm n6 ina n-ainmneacha ar shli a bhféadfai iad a aithint. Ba
mhaith liom na finnéithe a chur ar an eolas go ndéanfar na raitis tionscnaimh a chuireann siad
faoi bhraid an choiste a fhoilsit ar shuiomh ghréasain an chomhchoiste tar éis an chruinnithe
seo. Meabhraitear do chomhaltai an cleachtadh parlaiminte ata ann le fada nar choir doibh
tuairimi a thabhairt maidir le duine ata taobh amuigh de na Tithe, no leis na hoifigigh, ina ainm
nd ina hainm no ar shli ina bhféadfai ¢ no i a aithint.

Meabhraim do na comhaltai ata ar line gur ga do6ibh an ceamara a bheith ar siul agus a lamh
a chur in airde ar an scailean ma t4 siad ag iarraidh ceisteanna a chur ionas go bhfeicim iad.
Meabhraim doibh siud atd sa seomra an fon a mhuchadh. Té stil agam go dtuigeann siad go
bhfuil sé seo 4 thaifead agus 4 chraoladh ag an am céanna. Glaoim ar an ionadai 6n nGarda
Siochéana chun an raiteas tosaigh a [éambh.

Ms Eimear Ni Cheallaigh: Ar an gcéad dul sios, ba mhaith leis an nGarda Siochdna buio-
chas a ghabhail leis an gcoiste as an deis a bheith os a chomhair inniu chun ceisteanna a fhre-
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agairt 1 dtaobh na hathruithe ar rialachain maidir le harda céime go céim an tsairsint.

Ta an eagraiocht tiomanta a chinntiti go gcomhliontar ar ndualgais reachtila Gaeilge ar fad.
Is maith is eol duinn na dualgais ar fad at4 leagtha orainn agus tuigeann muid na bearta nach
mor dainn tabhairt fithu chun na dualgais chéanna sin a chomhlionadh. Rachfar i mbun na
mbeart siud, ni hamhain mar gheall gur ga, ach mar gheall gur mian leis an eagraiocht € sin a
dhéanamh.

Cuireadh socruithe nua rialachais i bhfeidhm le déanai chun tacu leis an eagraiocht a ndual-
gais i leith na Gaeilge a chomhlionadh. Mar thoradh air sin, tathar ag dul i ngleic le ceisteanna
a bhaineann leis an nGaeilge ag an leibhéal is airde laistigh den eagraiocht. Idir Bealtaine 2021
agus Eandir 2022 bhi seacht gcruinniu ag an meitheal straitéiseach i leith na Gaeilge, leis an
leas-choimisinéir mar chathaoirleach. Rinne Coimisinéir an Gharda cathaoirleacht ar chruinniu
eile de chuid an ghrupa rialachais Gaeilge.

Maidir leis an gceist atd 4 phlé anseo inniu i dtaobh ceapachdin chuig céim an tsairsint,
rinneadh leasuithe ar na rialachdin tar éis idirchaidreamh forleathan a idir an Roinn DIi agus
Cirt, an tSeirbhis um Cheapachain Phoibli agus An Garda Siochana, agus i gcomhairle leis an
Udaras Péilineachta agus cumainn An Gharda Siochana. Cé nach g do chomhaltai tabhairt
faoi mheastnu Gaeilge nios mo mar chuid den phroéiseas ardaithe céime, caithfidh aon sairsint
ar mian leo a bheith ag fonamh 1 staisiun Gaeltachta tabhairt faoi mheasunu Gaeilge. Té an
measunu seo i bhfad nios déine nd an scriidu a cuireadh deireadh leis 1 mi Itil. De réir polasai
a tugadh isteach in 2018, caithfidh aon chomhalta ar mian leo oibrit i gceantar Gaeltachta léirit
gur cainteoir liofa é no 1.

Maidir leis an gcritéar a bhain le hardi céime go céim an tsdirsint, rinne An Garda Sio-
chana aighneachtai go luath sa phroiseas go leanfai leis an measunu. Aontaiodh, afach, tar éis
idirchaidrimh, nar cheart go mbeadh cailitheacht d’arda céime go dti c€im an tsdirsint ag brath
ar phas 1 dtastail inniulachta sa Ghaeilge mar chuid den phroéiseas iomaiochta. Bhi sé seo bun-
aithe ar an tuiscint go bhfaigheann iontralaithe nua ar fad oilitiint fhairsing, oilitiint sa Ghaeilge
ina measc.

Bhi straitéis nua Gaeilge na heagraiochta le seoladh i mi na Nollag 2021 ach mar gheall ar
na treoirlinte slainte phoibli, togadh an cinneadh ¢ sin a chur siar. Forbraiodh an straitéis tar
¢is dul i gcomhairle le poéilini sa Bhreatain Bheag agus bunaiodh i go priomha ar na dualgais
reachtula atd ar an eagraiocht. Cinnteoidh an straitéis, i measc rudai eile, go mbeidh seirbhis
iomlan as Gaeilge le fail i ngach stdisiun Gaeltachta le himeacht ama. Aithnionn An Garda
Siochdna an tdbhacht a bhaineann le pleanail teanga sa Ghaeltacht agus i mbailte seirbhise
Gaeltachta agus rachfar i mbun comhairle le hoifigigh teanga agus le coisti pleandla teanga lena
chinntiu go bhfuiltear ag freastal ar riachtanais an phobail sin. Ta liosta de 60 staisiun Garda
seirbhise Gaeltachta curtha le chéile ag an eagraiocht, agus déanfar iniuchadh iomlan ar na
scileanna teanga sna staisitiin sin. Déanfar meastinu ar leibhéal na seirbhisi a theastaionn agus
socrofar céatadan de chombhaltai a theastaionn chun na seirbhisi sin a sholathar, i ngnath aonaid
agus in aonaid speisialta.

Anuas ar an straitéis, seolfaidh An Garda Siochana tionscnamh go luath le tacu le husaid
na Gaeilge laistigh den eagraiocht agus sa phobal i gcoitinne. Go dti seo, ta os cionn 1,000
pearsanra de chuid An Gharda Siochana tar éis sinil suas chun ceann de na fainni Gaeilge a
chaitheamh. Ta tri fhainne le fail: fainne oOir, fAinne airgid agus fainne cupla focal, ata deartha
go sonrach don Gharda Siochéna i gcomhair le Conradh na Gaeilge. Caithfidh pearsanra 1
ngach céim laistigh den eagraiocht fainne, 6n gCoimisinéir anuas. T4 An Garda Siochéna tio-
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manta leantint ar aghaidh ag nearta éiteas na heagraiochta i dtaobh na teanga agus togail ar an
dea-obair ata curtha 1 gerich le blianta beaga anuas.

Mr. Bob Collins: Gabhaim ar mbuiochas leis an gcoiste as an gcuireadh teacht i lathair in-
niu. Is achoimre an méid a bheidh le r4 agam mar thus. Baineann sé leis an da cheist ata faoi
chaibidil, cé go n-aithnimid go mbeidh an coiste ag plé go seachtrach leo sin. Ni macalla ar
thabhacht na gceisteanna ¢ a laghad a bheidh le ra agam futhu, ach 1€iriti ar an seasamh reachtuil
difriuil atd ag an udaras ina dtaobh.

Ta fis ag an Udarés Poéilineachta don Gharda Siochana go mbeidh seirbhis phoilineachta ann
a bheidh eiticiuil, éifeachtach, dirithe ar chearta an duine, go bhfuil muinin an phobail éagsuil
inti agus sin tuillte aici. Maidir leis an gcaoi gur féidir le seirbhis phoilineachta an mhuinin sin
a thuilleambh, is tdbhachtach go mbeadh si & cur féin in oiritiint don éagsulacht at4 sa phobal ar
a ndéanann si freastal. T4 dha chuid leis an gcur in oiritint sin. Baineann sé i dtosach le seirb-
his a sholathar atd san airdeall maidir le riachtanais agus cearta an phobail, clrsai teanga san
aireamh, ach seirbhis freisin a thagann oiread agus is féidir leis an daonra sin 6 thaobh aicme,
eitneachta, creidimh, gnéasachta agus araile. Is mo an mhuinin a bheidh ag an bpobal as an
tseirbhis sa chas go mbeidh an tseirbhis phoilineachta mar mhacalla ar réaltacht na ndaoine ar a
ndéanann si freastal, agus an oiread a bhfuil si rannphairteach agus tuisceanach ar an réaltacht
sin.

Ta méadu ag teacht ar shaibhreas na héagstlachta ata i ndaonra na hEireann. In éineacht leis
sin t4 dushlan don Gharda Siochéana conas tabhairt faoi. T4 ceisteanna comhionannais agus co-
throime ann. Ni féidir idit a dhéanamh ar dhualgais reatha chun freagairt don dishlan nua seo.
T4 oibleagéid sheasmhach ann, faoin dli, freastal ar lucht labhartha na Gaeilge, go hdirithe iad
sitid sa Ghaeltacht, tri mhean na Gaeilge, agus ta sé de cheart acu rochtain a fhail ar sheirbhisi
poibli i nGaeilge. Ta reachtaiocht ann a dhéanann buanu ar an gceart sin.

Is Gisdideach agus is trathuil athscruda a dhéanamh ar bhearta a rinneadh le dea-thoil roinnt
blianta 6 shin agus measunu a dhéanambh ar an oiread a d’¢irigh leo an cuspdir a bhaint amach,
agus ar an bhféidearthacht, thar am, go mbeadh siad ina gcuis le dalai a chuirfeadh cosc ar an
nGarda freagairt don saibhreas ¢agstlachta sin. Is iomai duine a bhfuil a saol agus a dteaghlach
bunaithe sa tir seo agus ar mhian leo dul isteach sa tseirbhis phoilineachta ach go bhfuil baic
rompu. Nior chéir go mbainfi den dualgas seirbhis a chur ar fail tri Ghaeilge le hiarracht a
chinntiu gur féidir leis An nGarda Siochana freagairt do phobal éagsuil a bhfuil riachtanas
acu freisin seirbhis a fhail a thagann lena n-eispéireas féin. Is ¢ an dushlan atd os comhair An
Gharda Siochana anois na fiosru a dhéanamh faoi na bearta eile a bheidh riachtanach agus a
bheidh in ann freagairt a chur ar fail de réir na gceart agus na ndualgas sin at4d sainmhinithe sa
dli, agus ag an am céanna freagairt don daonra ata ag athrti agus leas a bhaint as an bhfreagairt
sin chun a sochar féin.

I bhfocail eile, an d4 bhunphrionsabal atd againn sa chés seo na ceist an chomhionannais
agus an t-éagsulacht agus ilchinealacht ata sa daonra i lathair na huaire. Dar linne, is féidir leis
an ngobadan an dé thra seo a threastal. Beidh muid sésta freagrai a thabhairt ar cheisteanna
amach anseo.

Mr. Liam Sinclair: Tuigeann an tSeirbhis um Cheapachéin Phoibli go mbaineann an cheist
rialala seo le scradu innitlachta béil sa Ghaeilge a leagadh sios i1 leagan nios luaithe de na rial-
achdin ardaithe céime maidir le séirsinti agus cigiri sa Gharda Siochdna 6 2006. Ni raibh baint
ag an tSeirbhis um Cheapachain Phoibli le comortais ardaithe céime go céim an tsdirsint agus
céim an chigire, a reachtail An Garda Siochdna go hinmhednach de réir na rialachan a luadh
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thuas, sa tréimhse 2006-21.

Chairman: Nil aon raiteas tosaigh againn 6n Roinn Dli agus Cirt ach b’fhéidir go bhfuil
Doncha O’Sullivan ag iarraidh rud éigin a ra.

Mr. Doncha O’Sullivan: T4 an-athas orainn bheith anseo chun cuidiu leis an gcoiste.
T4 raiteas oscailte ullmhaithe againn don dara seisitin ach nil ceann agam don chéad seisiun.
Taimid sésta aon cheisteanna a threagairt ach beidh orainn iad a fhreagairt as Béarla.

Chairman: E sin raite, ta sé oscailte do na comhaltai ceisteanna a chur.

Deputy Pa Daly: Ta an cheist seo do Eimear Ni Cheallaigh n6 Anne Marie McMahon. Bhi
an Coimisinéir, Drew Harris, os comhair an choiste an bhliain seo caite. Duirt sé linn go raibh
s¢ ar intinn aige an Ghaolainn a neart agus rudai mar sin. Ina dhiaidh sin, tharla an cruinnit
agus beartaiodh ann go raibh na rialacha a luaigh siad le hathra. B’fthéidir gur féidir le Doncha
O’Sullivan freagra a thabhairt air sin freisin. Nuair a chuaigh siad isteach sa chruinniu, céarbh
¢ no 1 an duine a mhol don chruinnit na rialacha a athra? Conas a tharla sé sa chruinnit gur
bheartaiodh na rialacha sin a athra?

Ms Anne Marie McMahon: In terms of the working group, I was not personally repre-
sented. An Garda Siochdna was represented. I understand that representative was Mr. Alan
Mulligan who was the then acting head of human resources and people development. He was
the organisational representative. On how the decision was arrived at-----

Deputy Pa Daly: Was that HR in An Garda Siochana?

Ms Anne Marie McMahon: Yes. On how this decision was arrived at or what the inputs
were, I cannot elaborate as I was not there. On the Commissioner’s appearance before this
committee last May and his commitment to strengthen the Irish language, I submit that he has
made extensive efforts to progress that. Since then, as outlined in the opening statement, there
is a strategic Irish language group he chairs. There is a working group that I chair. That has sat
seven times since its inception. We have developed our Irish language strategy and implemen-
tation plan. That was due to be launched prior to Christmas but we had to postpone it because
of Covid. The plan is to launch it during the two-week Seachtain na Gaeilge. That is a very
significant development.

There are many actions in the plan that aim to increase the awareness of Irish language in
the organisation as well as support and underpin our statutory obligations in terms of the Irish
language. It also recognises that the Irish language is very much a community language. It con-
tains three different pillars: recruitment and workforce planning, which is about our staffing and
how we make sure the Gaeltacht areas are sufficiently staffed with people who are sufficiently
trained and meet the standard of fluency required; Irish language development and awareness
raising, which takes on many forms, including the development of online courses, one of which
has already been done, in addition to supporting people if they want to go to external service
providers to upskill etc.; and the fainne, which comprises three strands, including everything
from the ctipla focal all the way to the gold fainne. These are initiatives in the strategy and they
illustrate the organisation and the Commissioner’s desire, understanding of the obligations, and
commitment in progressing the Irish language.

In addition, there is the Irish language promotion and engagement. In so far as the Irish
language is a community language, we want it to be a community language within An Garda
Siochéana as well. That is one of the reasons the cupla focal fainne came into being. There was
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an understanding and acceptance that many of us had quite a lot of vocabulary but perhaps did
not have the confidence to engage and use it and improve. That commitment is from recruit
gardai all the way to the Garda Commissioner and Garda staff throughout the organisation.
There is no doubting the commitment of the organisation and the Commissioner in meeting our
obligations in terms of the Irish language.

Mr. Doncha O’Sullivan: The change we are talking about today forms one part of a very
large package of change in the regulations governing the appointments to the ranks of sergeant
and inspector. Following a series of studies, reviews and reports, the consultation surrounding
that new package has been going on for a number of years with extensive engagement, as has
been said, with the various stakeholders in the policing administration, including the Garda
Commissioner, his representatives, the Policing Authority, and Garda associations. There has
also been input from the Public Appointments Service, PAS, on some aspects of the process but
not the aspect we are discussing today because PAS will not be involved in managing the test
as it will no longer exist.

That process went on for a number of years and culminated last summer in the making of
regulations, which is a ministerial power under the Garda Siochdna Act and which needs to be
done with the approval of the Government after consulting the Garda Commissioner and the
Policing Authority. That was the decision train. When one looks at the regulations, there is an
extensive range of changes around all aspects of the promotion process. It was very significant
change and this forms one part of it. It was a lengthy and complex process of consultation.

Chairman: Sula ligimid an Teachta isteach, an bhfuil aon duine eile ag iarraidh teacht
isteach ar an gceist seo? Luadh sa mhéid a diradh go raibh baint ni hamhdain ag an Roinn agus
An Garda Siochéna ach ag an tSeirbhis um Ceapachain Phoibli, an tUdaras Péilineachta agus
cumainn An Gharda Siochdna chomh maith leis an gcinneadh seo.

Mr. Bob Collins: Bhi rél ag an Udaras Poilineachta sa mhéid is go raibh ga leis an Roinn
dul i gcomhairle leis an tidaras sula cuireadh aon athruithe i bhfeidhm sa choras rialachéin seo.
Pléadh an cheist siar in 2018, mas buan mo chuimhne. Ag an am, ba mho an bhéim a bhi 4 chur
ar chuid de na hathruithe eile sna rialachdin seachas ar an gceist airithe seo.

Cé nar mhaith liom labhairt go hiomldn ar son na gcomhaltai an udarais a bhi in oifig ag an
am, mar is iomai athru atéd tagtha ar dhéanamh an udardis san idirlinn, ba é an dearcadh a bhi
agam féin ag an am nd d4a mba rud ¢ go raibh aon fhianaise ann go raibh an chuid sin a bhi le
baint 6 na rialachéin ag tacu le caighdean na seirbhisi a bhi & chur ar fail ar fud na tire, b’théidir
go ndéanfai argoint nios laidre in a thaobh. Ni doéigh liom go raibh aon thianaise den saghas
sin ar fail. Ar shli, b’fhéidir go dtagann an pointe sin nios cuimsithi i gceist sa dara habhar ata
le plé ag an gcoiste.

Chairman: An bhfuil freagra ag an Seirbhis um Cheapachain Phoibli? Luadh go raibh an
tseirbhis ar chaidreamh forleathan idir ¢ agus An Garda Siochéna, an Roinn Dli agus Cirt, agus
araile.

Ms Shirley Comerford: We do have a relationship with the Garda and the Department
of Justice because we are obviously the primary recruitment operator for the civil and public
service. On this particular question, as Mr. O’Sullivan said, the new regulations are very wide
reaching and there have been a number of changes. One of the changes is that the Public Ap-
pointments Service will support An Garda Siochdna in its internal promotion process. The
important thing, particularly in respect of this particular topic, is that the eligibility to compete
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is a matter for An Garda Siochana. While we would administer the mechanics of a recruitment
process, the eligibility criteria are assessed by An Garda Siochdna. We do not, therefore, have
a role in that part of the process.

Chairman: Is i an cheist a chuir an Teachta na cén uair a glacadh an cinneadh agus cén rél a
bhi ag gach eagras maidir leis an gcinneadh, ni maidir leis an toradh, mar ta a thios againn faoin
toradh. An raibh an tSeirbhis um Cheapachain Phoibli pairteach ann mar duirt na heagrais eile
go raibh siad ina gcuid den chomhra faoin athra? Té sé raite go raibh an tSeirbhis um Chea-
pachain Phoibli pairteach sa chomhré faoin athrt seo, ach an fior sin?

Ms Shirley Comerford: To explain briefly, our role in the new regulations was in the ad-
ministration of a new process whereby we would normally handle all of the public recruitment.
We do not usually get involved in internal promotions. We have had ongoing discussions with
An Garda Siochana. On foot of the Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland’s position,
there was a sense that we needed to look at the promotion process more so than the eligibility
piece. We went in and worked with An Garda Siochana to do an assessment of the competen-
cies required for the role of modern policing. We designed a process for this and supported the
organisation by running its internal promotion processes for it. The issue of eligibility was not
part of that discussion.

Chairman: Glaoim ar an Teachta aris.

Deputy Pa Daly: Ta Shirley Comerford ag ra gur thainig an eligibility 6n nGarda Siochéna
féin. Is it the case that An Garda Siochéna decided on that itself?

Ms Shirley Comerford: There was ongoing discussion with all parties involved. I was
not privy to the discussion in respect of who made that exact decision and I cannot answer
that. From the Public Appointments Service’s perspective, this was not something we would
have sought or around which we would have felt particularly strongly. We can understand the
rationale and perspective that was put forward to us in that regard. Mr. Collins covered this
quite well in his submission, as did Ms McMahon. It was about ensuring there is an aspiration
that the people who work in the public sector are reflective of the society of which they are
members. In that vein and certainly from our perspective we would not have an issue and do
not see this as diminishing-----

Deputy Pa Daly: Mineoidh mé an méid atd mé ag iarraidh a thail amach. I ngach Dail, Se-
anad no coiste, tagann iarratais n6é moltai - applications or proposals - chun go ndéanfai rialacha
a athri. B’¢igean do dhuine amhadin ¢ sin a lua. An bhfuil a fhios ag na finnéithe cé a thug an
t-iarratas seo isteach do dti an cruinnit? Who proposed the rule change?

Ms Shirley Comerford: I do not know.

Deputy Pa Daly: An bhfuil aon duine sa seomra seo a bhi ag an gcruinniu sin agus a
bheadh in ann an cheist sin a threagairt?

Chairman: An mbeadh Doncha O’Sullivan sasta an cheist sin a threagairt?

Mr. Doncha O’Sullivan: The most straightforward thing I can say is that these are regula-
tions made by the Minister, and after having complied with the statutory requirement to consult
An Garda Siochéna and the Policing Authority, they are approved by the Government. That is
the decision trail. Clearly, anything that proceeds to the Government from the Minister will do
so on foot of a memo our Department has prepared in which the various issues that arise are set
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out. As has been said, there were a great many issues involved in bringing forward this change
and that would have been set out as part of its proposal. The authority to do this is a ministerial
one under the Garda Siochéna Act. The decision is then made by the Government, essentially,
if that makes sense.

Deputy Pa Daly: T4 a fthios agam go ndéanann an Rialtas an beartas ach conas a thuirling
s¢ sin isteach do dti an cruinniu agus go dti an Rialtas? Was it a proposal from the Department
or from An Garda Siochana? Who proposed it?

Mr. Doncha O’Sullivan: The proposal would have emerged from the discussions around
2018 that Mr. Collins has referred to when policy options were put on the table. This was
identified as the preferred approach along with a whole range of other changes. Further details
were teased out over the subsequent years which did not, in the main, relate to this question.
The ultimate power to make these regulations is a ministerial one. The proposals are brought
forward by the Department to the Government on behalf of the Minister.

Deputy Pa Daly: The proposal came then from the Department itself.

Mr. Doncha O’Sullivan: It emerged from discussions which the Department was having
with the various parties. Our analysis was certainly related to the work that was being done
around the competencies as described to identify how one might best select supervisors and
managers in An Garda Siochana. This requirement did not seem to fit within that set of criteria
which one might consider to be critical.

Deputy Pa Daly: An raibh aon phaipéar iarratais, proposal paper né discussion paper pre-
pared? Is there one?

Mr. Doncha O’Sullivan: There are a range of internal papers and I am not aware of any
public paper on that.

Deputy Pa Daly: Ta ceist dheireanach agam do Anne Marie McMahon, mas féidir liom.
Nuair a d’fhreastail Coimisinéir na nGardai ar an gcomhchoiste, luaigh Anne Marie McMahon
na rudai iontacha ata ag tarli agus atd a ndéanamh ag An nGarda Siochéana maidir leis na fainni,
etc. Is € an priomhrud a bhi & rd ag an gCoimisinéir ansin na go raibh An Garda Siochana os
combhair coiste dli de réir ¢ileamh an Choimisinéara Teanga mar gheall ar ghardai a bheith liofa
sa Ghaeilge agus iad ar dualgas sa Ghaeltacht. Céard iad na hathruithe ata déanta ag Coimisi-
néir na nGardai 6n uair a bhi an Coimisinéir istigh anseo linn chun a chinntit go mbeadh gach
comhalta den Gharda ata ag obair sa Ghaeltacht liofa n6 proficient sa Ghaeilge chun a gcuid
oibre a dhéanamh?

Ms Anne Marie McMahon: This is very much a work in progress and the work is not com-
plete. There are many steps, however, that have been taken and I have outlined the develop-
ment of the strategy which will be the cornerstone of how we progress, develop and achieve our
statutory obligations on the proficiency of all Garda members and those who are serving in the
Gaeltacht areas. I would point to that as one of the key pieces of work that has been achieved
since the most recent visit of the Commissioner here.

In addition to that, it is important to point out that one of the key recommendations - and
this has happened since last May - of An Coimisinéir Teanga was the establishment of an as-
sessment within the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages whereby we
could stand over the actual standard of Irish. That was developed in 2018 but the assessment
was conducted with all of those serving in the Gaeltacht stations in 2020. That is a significant
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step in having an organisational picture of the standard of Irish available to the public in the
Gaeltacht areas. In addition, we have identified 60 stations we would call Gaeltacht service
stations. They are not in the Gaeltacht but are used by people in the Gaeltacht areas. We aim
to increase the proficiency of Irish in those areas as well.

There is not a clean sentence, if I can put it that way, in terms of whether we are achieving
all our milestones. We are working very hard on them and are committed to continue this work.
The fact the Commissioner is chairing the strategic group is an indication of his commitment to
the Irish language and the very robust statutory obligations with which we have to comply. It
is not an easy fix. We have the Irish language stream, which did not yield the results we would
have liked, but there is also work for us to ensure all those who come through the Irish stream
go to the Gaeltacht stations. We very much need to keep that work on the clar.

Our recruitment campaign will be launched next week which will have an Irish stream.
We will engage in extensive outreach across the board in terms of that campaign but the Irish
stream will be a particular focus. We have numerous ads. Some of our Gaeilgeoir colleagues
will hold information sessions and there is an extensive outreach programme in the hope we
attract as many people as possible who are able to speak the language fluently.

Later on this year, we will have a reserve competition that will, for the first time, as far as
[ am aware, focus on attracting reserve candidates from the Gaeltacht areas by using that out-
reach initiative. There are many moving parts and work going on, but we have a hill to climb
and there is no getting away from that.

Deputy Pa Daly: An mbeidh an feachtas earcaiochta ag teacht go ginearalta, n6 don Ghao-

Ms Anne Marie McMahon: Generally, but there will be an Irish stream, the same as here-
tofore.

Deputy Aindrias Moynihan: T4 scata ceisteanna agam agus d’fhéadfadh cuid acu a bheith
nios oiritnai don dara seisitin agus ta overlap go leor ann chomh maith. Ma ta siad oiritnach
don cheann eile, b’théidir go dtabharfadh an Cathaoirleach treoir dom. Gabhaim buiochas leis
na finnéithe as a gcur 1 lathair. Baineann mo chéad cheist le gach aon duine. An nglacann siad
leis go bhfuil an chuma ar an gcinneadh seo gur islit céime ata ann don Ghaolainn? Is ceist ¢
sin 1 gcomhair gach grupa. Is ¢ sin an dearcadh atd ag go leor Gaeilgeoiri. Cad ¢ tuairim na
bhfinnéithe air?

Thuig mé go raibh an-chuid plé anonn agus anall ar feadh i1 bhfad chun teacht ar an gcinne-
adh seo. Cén stadas a bhi ann mi Bhealtaine seo caite nuair a thainig an Coimisinéir os comhair
an choiste? Cad iad na céimeanna bhi bainte amach faoin trath sin? Cad iad na céimeanna a
bhi fagtha? Thuig mé go mbeadh cinneadh tugtha os comhair an Aire agus bhord an Rialtais
ach roimhe sin bheadh an-chuid taighde déanta agus bheifi tar €is féachaint ar roghanna eile.
Cén taighde a rinneadh air seo? Cad iad na torthai ar thangthas orthu maidir leis sin? Cad iad
na roghanna ar féachadh orthu chun feabhas a chur ar chtrsai?

Bhi straitéis An Gharda Siochana maidir leis an teanga le foilsit roimh an Nollaig. Thuig
mé nach raibh sé sin foilsithe toisc na srianta Covid. Ta na srianta imithe anois, afach. Caith-
fidh go raibh sé ullamh faoin trath sin agus, mar sin, t4 s¢ ullamh anois. Cad ¢ an mhoill?
Cathain a bheidh sé sin foilsithe? Cad ¢ an clar ama ata leagtha amach ansin?

Chairman: Tugadh freagra ar an gceist dheireanach roimhe seo. Ligfidh mé d’Anne Marie
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McMahon freagra a thabhairt aris maidir le foilsitl na straitéise. Cuireadh roinnt de na ceiste-
anna sin ar gach duine. Tos6idh mé leis an Roinn DIi agus Cirt.

Mr. Doncha O’Sullivan: The questions mainly pointed towards us were those around the
process and the implications for Irish language speakers. There was certainly no intention to
slight Irish language speakers or to undermine the efforts of the Commissioner to improve the
ability to provide language services, broadly. The bulk of the work that was done around this
concern-----

Deputy Aindrias Moynihan: An nglacfadh Doncha O’Sullivan leis go raibh an chosulacht
air gurb islit céime a bhi ann?

Mr. Doncha O’Sullivan: I accept that I have seen people say they thought it was. That in it-
self is a concern and one I recognise. The core of this set of regulations is an attempt to identify
selection techniques which will assist An Garda Siochana in identifying future supervisors and
managers. The work was all around looking at what one test for and look for. The conclusion
which was arrived at was that having an Irish test score slightly higher than that required to be
a Garda in the first place was not central to the decision as to whether a person would make a
good supervisor or manager. That was the analysis.

The essence of the new regulation is all about making the promotion process better, on the
one hand, for the organisation in order that it knows it can select the best people for the jobs and,
on the other hand, for the applicants to have very clear criteria they understand and which are
clearly linked to the needs of what is a very important role in An Garda Siochana.

I understand the point the Deputy made about slighting the language and that was certainly
not the intent. As the Deputy Commissioner has said, a very significant volume of work is un-
der way in An Garda Siochadna to address the question of language service provision, which has
the full support of the Department and the Minister. We hope we could point to that as evidence
of our good faith with regard to the status of the Irish language.

Chairman: An bhfuil aon duine eile ag iarraidh freagra a thabhairt?

Ms Anne Marie McMahon: In terms of the perceived demotion of the language in the
context of the change in regulation, it is important to point out that while it is not part of the
eligibility criteria, if a sergeant is assigned to a Gaeltacht area, he or she has to undergo an as-
sessment of a much higher standard than the 50% pass rate required as part of the eligibility
criteria. That assessment is the same as the one I spoke about just a few minutes ago in terms
of the implementation of the recommendation by the Coimisinéir Teanga to set robust standards
for how we measure the ability to speak Irish of those to be stationed in Gaeltacht areas. I
would argue that the standard will increase for those stationed in particular areas because they
will not be assigned there unless they reach that standard.

With regard to our appearance here in May and the change in regulations, it was an omission
on our part that we did not address that at that point in time. The focus of the discussion on that
date was the report of the Coimisinéir Teanga and our focus, or lack thereof, on meeting those
recommendations. It certainly was not on the agenda for that meeting and at that point in time,
most of us attending were not aware of the change or privy to the finer points of any discussion
around the Irish language. I apologise for that. On reflection, it is something that should have
surfaced.

The strategy is ready. As I have said already, we plan to launch that during Seachtain na
10
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Gaeilge, in addition to launching the fainne.

Chairman: Luaigh an Teachta O Muimhneachain taighde agus na roghanna eile. Cad é an
taighde a bhi taobh thiar den chinneadh a glacadh? Nuair a dhéantar athr bionn fath ann, n6
figitiri nd duine €igin ag ra go bhfuil an riail ag cur baic ar shairsinti a fhail n6 a leithéid. Gla-
caim gur sin a bhi 1 gceist ag an Teachta.

Deputy Aindrias Moynihan: Sea, ta an ceart ag an gCathaoirleach. An bhféadfadh na
finnéithe soiléiriu a thabhairt maidir le pé taighde a bhi ann agus na torthai a bhi air? Baineann
an cheist mar gheall ar an dearcadh le gach gripa, an tUdaras Poilineachta ina measc. An ngla-
cann an t-udaras leis go bhfuil an cuma air go bhfuil isliti céime 4 thabhairt don Ghaolainn da
bharr an t-athrt sin? Iarraim faoin bpas chomh maith.

Chairman: Roimh a threagraionn na finnéithe € sin, an raibh aon duine anseo bainteach leis
na comhrdite faoin athra seo? Ta Anne Marie McMahon tar éis a ra nach raibh sise ar an eolas
agus ni raibh Bob Collins ar an eolas ach an oiread. Ni fitl diinn na ceisteanna seo a chur mura
bhfuil duine éigin anseo a ghlac an cinneadh né go bhfuil an t-eolas acu conas mar a thangthas
ar an gcinneadh seo agus cad air a raibh an cinneadh bunaithe.

Mr. Doncha O’Sullivan: I do not have any personal recollection of it myself but from re-
viewing the papers there were a series of reports over a number of years looking at how to better
structure the promotion competition within An Garda Siochdna. A great deal of research was
done around that. From my review of it, that does not include a huge analysis of the language
question. By its absence, I think the process was identifying what is needed to identify whether
supervisors could be good at their job and what skills and competencies were needed. In that
work, having a slightly better Irish language skills than those needed to become a garda in the
first place was not identified as a need. That said, we recognise what the Deputy has said about
the need for those skills in some parts of the country and there is a separate track for that. I can-
not point to any particular research on the subject of the language per se but the decision was a
consequence of the core analysis of the supervisory competencies required for this role. Simi-
lar changes have been made to the promotion process for the more senior ranks, although I am
not aware that there was ever an Irish language requirement for those ranks. There certainly is
not now. Again, there are similar promotion competitions around the public service generally.
Other than where there is a very specific job that clearly requires Irish on some regular basis, I
am not aware of other promotion competitions in which we require somebody to demonstrate a
language skill alongside the general competencies for the supervisory role.

Deputy Aindrias Moynihan: Is doigh liom go mbaineann an cheist maidir le héagsulacht
leis an dara seisiun.

Chairman: Fagfaimid go dti sin ¢.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Chun soiléiriu a fhail, seo an chéad seisiun agus tdimid ag
diriu isteach ar rud amhain, sin ard( céime.

Chairman: Taimid ag breathnt ar cheist an tsairsint.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Ta fiilte roimh na finnéithe. B’fhéidir go méaddidh mo
thuiscint ar an méid ata tarlaithe de réir a chéile acu t4 mé beagan measctha. T4 na raitis go 1éir
léite agam. Ar phléigh An Garda Siochédna an rialachén seo leis an gCoimisinéir Teanga? Nil a
thios agam cén duine is feilinai chun an cheist sin a threagairt. Mar chomhthéacs n6 ctlra ar
an ndiospoireacht seo, bhi an Coimisinéir Teanga os ar gcomhair maidir leis An nGarda Siocha-
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na. Cloisim Anne Marie McMahon agus cuirim failte roimh an méid a duirt si, gur mithuiscint a
bhi ann nd go ndearna siad botun beag. Ta sé sin déanta agus nior cuireadh an t-eolas seo os ar
gcomhair. An raibh an Coimisinéir Teanga ar an eolas faoin athrt seo? Nuair a bhi an cruinnit
sin againne, bhi s¢ bunaithe ar an gcéim dheireanach a bhi ar an gCoimisinéir Teanga a thogail,
sé sin, an tuarascail a leagadh os comhair na Dala. Sin rud neamhghnach. Chuir seisean an
tuarascail sin 1 gcomhthéacs duinn agus duirt sé go raibh air an chéim dheireanach sin a thogail
mar, de réir mo thuisceana, bhi sart dli i gceist. Sin an comhthéacs. Té an chostlacht air go
bhfuil islit céime & dtogail don Ghaeilge 6 thaobh ardi céime de. An raibh an Coimisinéir
Teanga ar an eolas faoin athru sa rialachan seo? An raibh an Garda Siochdna i dteagmbhail leis?

Mr. Doncha O’Sullivan: The Coimisinéir Teanga was not consulted in connection with the
making of the regulations.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Go raibh mile maith agat as ucht d’ionracais agus freagra
direach a thabhairt. Is mor an trua nach raibh, go hairithe i gcomhthéacs an chulra ata leagtha
amach agam.

Chairman: Té ceist amhdin agam agus b’fhéidir go bhfuil an freagra tugtha cheana féin.
Fuair muid litir 6 Choimisinéir an Gharda Siochdna ar an 17 Eanair. Deir s¢ beagnach an méid
céanna atd raite sa raiteas tosaigh ach sa litir sin deir sé go ndearna An Garda Siochana cinneadh
go luath sa phroiseas gur cheart go bhfanfadh an riachtanas gan athra. Sin An Garda Siochdna
ag ra linn nach raibh siadsan ag lorg athrt sa phrdiseas 6 thaobh sairsint de. Beidh orainn teacht
ar ais aige seo agus ta cuireadh tugtha againn don Aire DIi agus Cirt teacht os ar gcomhair. Ta
duine éigin, dream ¢éigin nd dreamanna €igin tar éis athri a lorg agus ta an t-athra sin déanta
ag an bpointe seo. Ta muidne ag iarraidh teacht ar cén fath go ndearnadh an t-athrt, cé a lorg
an t-athra agus, mar a duirt an Teachta O Muimhneachain, cén duine né cén taighde ar a raibh
s¢ bunaithe. An raibh fadhb ann nach raibh muid ag fail go leor sdirsinti toisc an riachtanas
Gaeilge nd an € go raibh easpa sairsinti ann? I mo cheantar féin, agus ni ceantar Gaeltachta €, ni
go raibh an bord snip 1 bhfeidhm sa tir ar feadh tréimhse thada agus gur chuir sé sin fadhbanna
airithe ar An nGarda Siochana. Sa chas seo, go bhfios dom, ni raibh aon fhadhb n6 aon easpa
nd bac ann 6 thaobh An Garda Siochdna maidir le sdirsint a earct n6 ardl céime a thabhairt
doibh toisc an Ghaeilge agus go raibh go leor daoine ann. Nil a thios agam an bhfuil an ceart
agam ansin.

Nuair a chriochnaionn muid leis sin, togfaimid sos agus ina dhiaidh sin déilealfaimid leis an
gcéad abhar eile. An bhfuil a thios ag aon duine an raibh bac ann n6 nach raibh?

Ms Anne Marie McMahon: I will have to answer that question in a general sense as op-
posed to specifically about Irish speaking sergeants. There was a revision, as was already al-
luded to, of the regulations regarding promotion to the rank of sergeant. That took considerable
time. In fact, it is over three years since we had a competition. We are currently in the process
and are almost at the end of the first phase of the first batch of sergeants. They will come on
stream in the next week or so, or imminently in any event. In terms of recruiting sergeants who
specifically speak Irish, to the best of my knowledge, that was not an issue and it was not a driv-
ing force in the changes that emerged.

Chairman: Muna bhfuil aon duine eile ag iarraidh-----

Deputy Aindrias Moynihan: An bhféadfainn ceist amhain a chur? Cén thadhb a bhi a
iarraidh a dheisiti n6 a cheartu leis an athra seo?
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Chairman: An bhfuil a thios ag aon duine cén thadhb a bhi ann? No. Ciunas. Nil a thios
againn cad i an thadhb.

Deputy Aindrias Moynihan: T4 freagra an-ghlérmhar sa chitinas sin.
Chairman: T4 siad ag teacht anois. Tabhair deis do Anne Marie McMahon.

Ms Anne Marie McMahon: I am not sure this will completely answer the question, but [
am aware that in the early stages of the deliberations, An Garda Siochdna made a submission to
retain the existing regulations as they were. However, over time and as the discussion evolved,
the consensus was to change. That is my understanding of the process, having not been part of
1t.

Mr. Doncha O’Sullivan: To go back on this for the Deputy, what was taking place here
was a complete change of the promotion regulations. There were a lot of problems with the
promotion regulations. When we came to do all the review work and build the new regulations,
we built them on an objective basis on grounds that are linked to the skills one needs to be a
good supervisor. | am not aware that anyone particularly felt the Irish language requirement
was acting as a barrier to people going forward. One could construct scenarios where perhaps
there may be people who might be dissuaded if their Irish was good enough to meet the basic
standard but not the 50%. The reality is that there would probably be very few people in that
mix. The point is that in a contemporary promotion competition process, the competency cri-
teria we think are essential to general supervisory work are included, noting that there are some
parts of the country where specialist skills will be needed. In general, one is looking to hire
good supervisors based on the competencies that pertain to that sort of work. That is essentially
the problem that was looking to be solved.

Mr. Bob Collins: Ni theastaionn uaim cur le fad an chruinnithe ach fos féin, ar mhaithe le
seasamh an udarais a shoiléirii, ni miste liom cupla focal gairid a ra ag an bpointe seo. Mar a
duairt mé ni ba luaithe, pléadh ¢ seo leis an udarés in 2018. Rud a bhi iomlan fior ag an am go
dti gur athraiodh an céras rialala na go raibh géargha le hathru sa choras rialichdin mar bhi sé
as data agus ni raibh s¢ in oiritiint don saol ina mairimid. Ba ¢ sin an bhéim. Bhi an t-udarés
ag ¢ileamh na n-athruithe sa choéras earcaiochta agus an coras a ba choir a bheith 1 bhfeidhm
nuair a bhi daoine ag lorg ardu céime. Ni raibh polasai ag an tdaras 1 dtaobh an riachtanas go
mbeadh 50% faighte sa scrudu Gaeilge. Niorbh ¢ sin cliram an udarais né an rud ba mho a bhi
ag déanambh tinnis dainn sa mhéid go rabhamar ag diri ar an mbunstruchttir, na bunrialachain
agus an ga ata le hathri bunusach a dhéanamh orthu.

An dara rud, is ¢ dearcadh pearsanta ¢. P¢ fadhb a bhi ann, niorbh ¢éinne ag iarraidh i a
dheisit, chun focail an Teachta O Muimhneachain a usaid. Niorbh i an fhadhb ba mhé i gcas
freastal ceart cui a chur ar fail don phobal i nGaeilge. Nior chuidigh sé agus ni doigh liom
go gcabhrodh sé da bhfagfai an chuid seo den rialachdn gan athru le forbairt né le feabhsu
ar an seirbhise atd 4 chur ar fail. Mar a duirt an leas-coimisinéir, agus ta a thios agam 6 mo
chombhridite leis an gCoimisinéir - ni sa cheist dirithe seo ata 4 phlé ag an gcoiste ach at4 ag eas-
cairt ¢ thuarascail an Choimisinéara - aithnionn An Garda Siochéna go bhfuil géarghé le feab-
has a chur ar an bhfreastal atd & dhéanamh i gcoitinne agus go hairithe sa Ghaeltacht. Bheadh i
bhfad nios mo fianaise ag teastdil le bheith cinnte go mbeadh aon laghdt ag eascairt as an athra
seo nd go mbeadh aon theabhsu ann dé bhfagfai an piosa rialachdin seo gan athra. Ni doéigh
liom go raibh baint da laghad aige le caighdean na seirbhise a bhi & chur ar fail ag an am. Ni
ann a bhi an fhadhb, 1 mo thuairimse.
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Chairman: Cuirfimid an cruinnit ar fionrai ar feadh sos deich né 15 ndiméad ma ta daoine
ag iarraidh dul go dti an leithreas n6 a leithéid. Nil a thios agam an bhfuil cead acu cupan caife
a fhail fiu a thuilleadh.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Le masc is docha.
Chairman: Caithfidh siad masc a chaitheamh agus iad ag bogadh timpeall.
Chuaigh an sui ar fionrai ar 2.37 p.m. agus cuireadh tus leis aris ar 2.53 p.m.

Chairman: Taimid ag tosu aris. Is ¢ seo an dara cuid de chruinnill an lae inniu agus ta na
finnéithe a bhi anseo nios luaithe ar ais linn i seomra an choiste. Déiledlfaimid anois leis an dara
abhar a bhi againn maidir leis an gcinneadh Rialtais nach mbeadh an Ghaeilge riachtanach nios
mo ag baill den Gharda Siochana. Cuirim an cheist c¢é a rinne an cinneadh sin agus cén fath nar
cuireadh an cinneadh in ial dainn ag an gcruinnit an 2 Bealtaine anuraidh? Iarraim ar Doncha
O’Sullivan, thar ceann na Roinne Dli agus Cirt, a raiteas tosaigh a dhéanamh.

Mr. Doncha O’Sullivan: Go raibh maith agat aris, a Chathaoirligh. Ba mhaith liom mo
bhuiochas a ghabhail aris leis an gcoiste as an deis chun labhairt libh go 1€ir inniu maidir leis na
riachtanais teanga d’earcaigh nua chuig An nGarda Siochéna.

Beidh an comoértas earcaiochta seo romhainn i gcomhair ball den Gharda Siochana faoi riala
ag Rialachain an Gharda Siochana (Ligean Isteach agus Ceapachdin), 2021. Is rialachain iad
sin a thug an tAire DIli agus Cirt isteach tar ¢is don Rialtas iad a fhormheas, i mi na Nollag seo
caite. Leis na rialachdin sin, tugtar isteach roinnt athruithe ar Rialachdin an Gharda Siochdna
(Ligean Isteach agus Ceapachdin), 2013.

Ceann de na hathruithe sin n4 deireadh a chur leis an riachtanas go mbeadh innitlacht in dha
theanga ag iarratasoiri. Ciallaionn sé sin, 1 gcomhair chomortas earcaiochta 2022, agus 1 gcom-
hair comortas earcaiochta ina dhiaidh sin, nach foldir d’iarrataséiri chuig An nGarda Siochana
a bheith inniuil sa Bhéarla n6 sa Ghaeilge — faoi mar narbh fholair doibh a bheith roimhe seo —
ach ni bheidh aon riachtanas ann a bheith inniuil 1 ndara teanga. Ni hamhlaidh gur ceanglaiodh
le rialachdin 2013 ar iarrthoéiri a bheith innitil 1 nGaeilge.

Bhiothas tar éis a aithint go bhféadfadh an riachtanas maidir leis an d4 theanga a bheith ina
bhac ar dhul isteach sna Gardai 6 roinnt grapai daoine agus, da dheasca sin, go bhféadfadh sé
bheith ina bhac ar an eagraiocht a bheith ina Iéirit iomlan ar an bpobal éagsuil da bhfénann si.

Thug an Coimisitin um Thodhchai na Péilineachta in Eirinn da aire gur sécmhainn rithab-
hachtach d’aon eagraiocht a théachann le bheith nudlach agus soltibtha at4 san éagstlacht. Ta
an éagsulacht a mhéadu agus Gardai 4 n-earcu ag teacht le gealltanais faoin gelar Rialtais agus
faoi straitéis agus plean gniomhaiochta An Gharda Siochana um chomhionannas, éagsulacht
agus cuimsiu.

Ar ndoigh, airitear daoine agus pobail a labhraionn Gaeilge san éagsulacht sin. Mar sheirb-
his naisiunta pdilinithe, t4 An Garda Siochéna tiomanta i1 gconai don Ghaeilge. Faoi mar a
luadh ag an gcéad seisilin, ta straitéis nua Gaeilge forbartha ag An nGarda Siochéana, agus se-
olfar i go luath sa bhliain seo. Ta mar aidhm leis an straitéis seirbhisi Gaeilge a nearta laistigh
den phoilineacht in Eirinn. Abhair a bhaineann le Coimisinéir na nGardai at4 i mionsonrai na
hoibre sin, ach ta an Roinn DIi agus Cirt ag tact go hiomlan leis an obair sin.

Go raibh maith agaibh. Mar a duairt mé nios luaithe, tdimid sésta aon cheisteanna a fthre-
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agairt a bheidh ag baill an choiste anois. Gabhaim buiochas leis an gCathaoirleach.

Chairman: Gabhaim buiochas le Doncha O’Sullivan agus iarraim anois ar Eimear Ni
Cheallaigh labhairt thar ceann An Gharda Siochana lena dara réiteas.

Ms Eimear Ni Cheallaigh: Gabhaim buiochas leis an gCathaoirleach. Maidir leis an gceist
atd 4 phlé i dtaobh na n-athruithe ar rialachain maidir le hiontrail don Gharda Siochéna, son-
raitear sna leasuithe a rinneadh go gcaithfidh iarrthéiri a bheith inniuil 1 dteanga amhain, Béarla
n6 Gaeilge. Ma ta Béarla n6 Gaeilge ag iarrthoir, is leor sin agus ni ga le teanga bhreise taobh
amuigh de cheachtar acu sin. Faoi rialachdin 2013 a bhi ann roimhe seo, b’¢igean d’iarrthoiri
cumas a bheith acu in dha theanga, agus b’¢igean Béarla n6 Gaeilge a bheith ar cheann amhéin
de na teangacha sin.

T4 an Ghaeilge f6s mar ghné riachtanach den oilitint a thaigheann gardai faoi oilitiint i
gColaiste an Gharda Siochana. Té an t-dbhar mar chuid de dh4 cheann de na priomhmhoduil
sa gclar BA 1 bpoilineacht theidhmeach. An chéad mhoduil ina muintear an Ghaeilge na bunus
na pdilineachta agus is ¢ an dara moduil na poéilineacht trachta. Baineann na moduil seo le du-
algais ghardai agus iad i mbun teagmbhala le baill den phobal i nGaeilge.

Mar a daradh nios luaithe, mar chuid den straitéis nua, direofar ar lion na bpearsanra le
Gaeilge a mhéadu tri chlar forbartha nua. Chomh maith leis sin, t4 an eagraiocht tar €is an
chéad acmhainn chuimsitheach Gaeilge ar line a chur ar fail don phearsanra go 1éir. Ta an
acmhainn, a d’thorbair Gaelchulttr, dirithe ar fhoghlaimeoiri ar leibhéal A2 ar Chomhchreat
Tagartha na hEorpa um Theangacha agus beidh sé mar ghné thabhachtach de sprioc ar straitéise
deiseanna a sholathar don phearsanra feabhas a chur ar scileanna teanga tri mhodhanna oilitna
cumaisc. Forbrofar acmhainni oilitina breise ar line sna mionna amach romhainn, rud a thab-
harfaidh deis don phearsanra barr feabhais a chur ar a gcuid Gaeilge agus ar a muinin an teanga
a usdid, ar a luas féin. Gabhaim buiochas leis an gcomhchoiste.

Chairman: Go raibh maith agat. Measaim go bhfuil raiteas eile 6n tSeirbhis um Chea-
pachain Phoibli.

Mr. Liam Sinclair: Gabhaim buiochas leis an gCathaoirleach aris. Ni shocraionn an tSeirb-
his um Cheapachain Phoibli na critéir chéiliochta a bhionn i bhfeidhm ag comortais earcaiochta
agus roghnaithe. Is faoi na Ranna agus na heagraiochtai ata ina gcliaint den tseirbhis critéir
a shocrtl ar an gcéad asc agus comhairle a thabhairt don tseirbhis maidir leis na riachtanais
chéiliochta a bhaineann lena bproisis earcaiochta agus roghnaithe. Nuair a iarrtar uirthi, afach,
tugann an tseirbhis aiseolas d’eagraiochtai na gcliant, mar shampla An Garda Siochana, maidir
le comortais a reachtail agus maidir le leibhéal na héagsulachta até le brath sna gripai iarrthoiri
a chuireann isteach ar chomortais.

Tagraim do chomortais a reachtaladh d’earcaigh sa Gharda Siochana roimhe seo. Fograiodh
an comortas is déanai in 2019. Bhi sé de nds ag an tseirbhis ceisteanna a thainig chun tosaigh
maidir le leibhéal na héagsulachta sa ghrupa iarrthoiri a roinnt. Cuireadh béim ar an nga ata
ann le leibhéal na héagsulachta sa Gharda Siochdna a mhéadu sa tuarascail 6n gCoimisiin um
Thodhchai na Péilineachta in Eirinn. Thabharfadh an tseirbhis tacaiocht don Gharda Siochana
maidir leis an aidhm ata aige bearta a chur i bhfeidhm chun an gripa iarrthéiri a chuireann
isteach ar chomortais d’earcaigh sa Gharda Siochéna a leathnu chun a chinntit go 1€irionn na
daoine a dhéanann iarratas an leibhéal éagsulachta ata le brath i sochai na hEireann agus sna
pobail aititila ar a bhfreastalaionn An Garda Siochana, ata ag méadu 1 gconai.
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Tagraim don chomortas d’earcaigh sa Gharda Siochdna is déanai a redchtaladh agus a
fograiodh go déanach sa bhliain 2019. Thainig ceisteanna chun tosaigh maidir leis an riachta-
nas rialala a bhi 1 bhfeidhm 1 dtaca le teangacha. Is ¢ sin go raibh ar iarrthoiri dhé theanga a
bheith acu agus go raibh orthu Béarla n6 Gaeilge a bheith acu mar chuid den riachtanas seo,
mar go raibh imni ann go mbeadh s¢ nios deacra d’iarrthoiri 6 chulrai éagsula cailia chun iar-
ratas a chur isteach ar an gcomortas d’earcaigh sa Gharda Siochéna dé bharr. T4 sé tdbhachtach
a thabhairt faoi deara go reachtdladh comortais earcaiochta, lena n-airitear comortas na bliana
2019, faoi na rialachdin d’earcaigh sa Gharda Siochdna ¢ 2013, agus nach raibh ar iarrthoiri
cumas a léirit sa Ghaeilge agus sa Bhéarla araon, ach in dhé theanga agus go raibh orthu a léirit
go raibh cumas acu sa Ghaeilge nd sa Bhéarla mar chuid den riachtanas sin. Ni raibh cumas sa
Ghaeilge na cumas sa Bhéarla riachtanach chun céilitt don chomortas ag an bpointe sin, mar sin.

Tuigeann an tSeirbhis um Cheapachain Phoibli go raibh imni ar An nGarda Siochana go
bhféadfadh an riachtanas rialala seo maidir le teangacha a bheith mar bhac suntasach i dtaca le
leibhéal na héagsulachta sa ghrupa iarrthoiri a chuireann isteach ar chomortais d’earcaigh sa
Gharda Siochana a mhéadi, mar shampla daoine Eireannacha-Afracach agus baill den Lucht
Siuil. Agus ¢ sin curtha san aireamh, caithfidh iarrthoiri cumas a 1éiria sa Ghaeilge n6 sa
Bhéarla n6 sa d4 cheann acu anois de réir na rialachan leasaithe d’earcaigh sa Gharda Sio-
chana, 2021, a chuir an tAire DIi agus Cirt i bhfeidhm le déanai. De bharr na forala seo, is
féidir go dtioctaidh méadu ar leibhéal na héagsulachta sa ghrtipa iarrthéiri a chuireann isteach
ar chomortais d’earcaigh sa Gharda Siochana. Ina theannta sin, cuireann an thorail béim ar
thabhacht na Gaeilge agus an Bhéarla agus tugann si comhstadas don dé theanga seo maidir
le cailitheacht na n-iarrthéiri. Déantar ¢ seo chun iarracht a dhéanamh a chinntii go gcom-
hliontar riachtanais €agstlachta i réimse na poilineachta amach anseo. Sa chéad staid d’aon
phroiseas earcaiochta d’earcaigh sa Gharda Siochana, caithfidh iarrthéiri critéir chailitheacha
a chomhlionadh. Mar chuid den phroiseas iomléan sin, caithfidh iarrthéiri tastalacha agus agal-
lamh iomaioch a dhéanamh chomh maith. Maidir leo siad a roghnaitear tar éis doibh proiseas
earcaiochta na seirbhise a chomhlionadh, caithfidh siad tréimhse dian-oiliina agus forbartha a
dhéanamh i gColaiste an Gharda Siochana sa Teampall Mor.

Fogrofar clar d’earcaigh sa Gharda Siochana 2022 go luath. Bainfear usdid as an bproiseas
roghnaithe a redchtalfaidh an tseirbhis agus bainfear usaid as an gclar oilitina d’earcaigh i gCo-
laiste an Gharda Siochana a leanfaidh an proiseas sin, lena n-diritear an bachelor of arts, BA, sa
phoilineacht mar chuid den chlér sin, chun cumas na n-iarrthoiri sa Bhéarla agus sa Ghaeilge
a dheimhnit. Fogréfar an comortas d’earcaigh sa Gharda Siochana 2022 tri Ghaeilge agus tri
Bhéarla agus beidh iarrthéiri in ann cur isteach ar shruthanna Béarla agus Gaeilge agus agal-
lamh a dhéanamh i gceachtar den da theanga né go dhatheangach. Bhi an proéiseas seo i bh-
feidhm do chomortas d’earcaigh sa Gharda Siochéna a reachtaladh roimhe seo chomh maith.
Agus an comortas seo 4 reachtail aici ar son Choimisinéir an Gharda Siochana, beidh an tseirb-
his ag iarraidh tacaiocht a thabhairt don Gharda Siochana maidir lena dualgais Ghaeilge agus
riachtanais Ghaeilge i bpobail Ghaeltachta a chomhlionadh. Tuigeann an tseirbhis go seolfaidh
An Garda Siochéna straitéis Ghaeilge nua nuair a thagann deireadh le srianta Covid-19 agus go
leagfar amach spriocanna sa straitéis seo chun seirbhisi Gaeilge a neartl san thorsa agus chun
a chinntit go gcomhliontar dualgais teanga reachtula. T4 an tSeirbhis um Cheapachain Phoibli
ag suil go mor le tacaiocht a thabhairt don tionscnamh seo.

Chairman: An bhfuil aon rud le rd ag Bob Collins agus a chomhghleacaithe?

Mr. Bob Collins: Ni theastaionn uainn aon rud a ra sa bhreis ar an méid a diramar ag ts an
tseisiuin eile ach beimid sésta ceisteanna a threagairt.
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Deputy Catherine Connolly: T4 sé cosuil le mireanna meara roimh jigsaw. T4 an Straitéis
20 Bliain don Ghaeilge, an plean gniomhaiochta don Ghaeilge agus neart tuarascalacha eile ag
cur in iul go bhfuil géarchéim ann 6 thaobh na Gaeilge de. Freisin, ta an tUdaras Péilineachta
agus an tuarascail 6n gCoimisitin um Thodhchai na Péilineachta in Eirinn ag cur in itil go bhfuil
gé le héagsulacht agus aontaim leis sin. Ansin t4 an Coimisinéir Teanga i ndeireadh na feide
mar gheall ar an easpa dula chun cinn 6 thaobh na Gaeilge de sa Gharda Siochana. Piosa eile de
na mireanna mara nd go ndéanfaimid iarracht dul chun cinn a dhéanamh ¢ thaobh éagstlachta
de agus tugaimid isliu céime don Ghaeilge.

Nil a thios agam an bhfuil pictiar iomlan anseo beag nd moér. Rachaidh mé ar ais chuig Bob
Collins mar ni bhfuair mé deis ceist a chur air. Duirt sé roimh dheireadh an chéad seisitin go
bhfuil géarghd le hathrt 6 thaobh éagsulachta de. De réir mar a thuig mé bhi géarghd an rial-
achan a bhi ann a athra. An féidir tuilleadh sonrai a thabhairt duinn ar ca bhfuil seisean né an
t-tdaras ag teacht ¢ thaobh sin agus an Ghaeilge san aireamh?

Mr. Bob Collins: Déanfaidh mé iarracht.
Deputy Catherine Connolly: Bheinn buioch.

Mr. Bob Collins: Mar chomhthéacs air seo t4 sé riachtanach go dtuigfi rol an tdarais agus
na srianta ata ar an rdl sin. P¢ abhar a thugaimid faoi caithimid ¢ a dhéanambh laistigh den dli a
bhunaigh an t-idaras agus uaireanta cuireann sin srianta orainn. Uaireanta nior mhaith linn go
mbeadh na srianta sin ann ach uaireanta is maith an rud ¢ go bhfuil siad ann.

Duirt mé gur cheap an t-tidards go raibh géargha le hathstruchtura 6 bhonn ar an gcoras ri-
alachain. An fath go dairt mé € sin na go raibh siad as data, seanfhaiseanta agus ro-mheicnitil.
Freisin, ni raibh aitheantas mar ba gha tugtha do saol an lae inniu; don dul chun cinn a bhi déan-
ta in earcu agus 1 roghnu daoine; agus do bhealai a aimsitu chun cumas agus €éifeacht a mheasunu
1 gcas daoine a bhi ag lorg arda céime. B’fhéidir go raibh sé ro-mheicnitil toisc an bunscradu
Gaeilge a dhéanann duine nuair a thagann sé no si isteach sa cholaiste sa Teampall Moér. Ba
mhoé an béim a bhi 4 cur ag an tidaras toisc nach raibh an t-tidards ag moladh go mbeadh aon
athra ann 6 thaobh na Gaeilge de. Bhi an t-tidards ag cur béim ar chaighdedn na seirbhise a bhi
a cur ar fail don phobal agus an tsli a bhfuil An Garda Siochana ag freastail ar riachtanais phobal
na Gaeilge, daoine gur mian leo a shaolta a chaitheamh né a ghn6 a dhéanamh tri Ghaeilge, go
hairithe daoine atd ag cur futhu sa Ghaeltacht. Ni ga idirdhealti a dhéanamh agus ni ga n6 ni
féidir islia a dhéanamh ar chaighdean na seirbhise gur choir a bheadh 4 cur ar fail do lucht na
Gaeilge ar mhaithe le freastail a dhéanamh ar an ilchinedlacht nua at4 i ndaonra na tire. Caith-
fear an da rud a dhéanamh 1 dteannta a chéile.

Ni doéigh liom gur isliu céime i dtaobh na Gaeilge atd i gceist sna hathruithe seo cé go n-
aithnim go bhfuiltear ann atd 4 r4 agus go mbiti ann riamh a bhi & rd mar go bhfuil an oiread sin
ceachtanna foghlamtha ag daoine gur spéis leo freastal ar lucht na Gaeilge tri Ghaeilge agus ni
freastal ar lucht na Gaeilge mar mhionlach ach aitheantas bunreachttil agus dlithiuil a thabhairt
do dhaoine ar mian leo a saolta a chaitheamh n6 gn6 a dhéanambh tri Ghaeilge, go bhfuil an baol
ann 1 gconai go geeapfaidh daoine go bhfuil aon athrii dainséarach.

Ni raibh an Ghaeilge riachtanach mar dara teanga le Fraincis agus Béarla. Bhi an baol ann
go gceapfadh daoine go raibh bac orthu iarracht a dhéanamh dul isteach sa Gharda Siochdna
de bharr gur cheap siad go raibh an Ghaeilge riachtanach. T4 mé ag caint faoi dhaoine at4 nua-
tagtha chun na tire, nach bhfuair oideachas sa tir seo agus nach mbeadh an Ghaeilge acu agus
go mbeidis thios leis da bharr n6é go mbeadh bac iomlén orthu. T4 an-chuid de shaoranaigh nua
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na tire seo datheangach no tritheangach cheana féin agus is cuma sa sioc leo ma bhionn Gaeilge
le bheith acu. T4 an cumas sin acu agus ta siad bred sasta an Ghaeilge a thoghlaim mar theanga
eile. Nil aon bhagéiste acu ina taobh.

Is ¢ an dearcadh ata ag an udaras na go bhfuil sé den riachtanas go mbeidh An Garda Sio-
chana mar mhacalla n6 mar scathan den tir mar ata i lathair na huaire agus go n-aithneoidh gach
aon duine sa tir € n6 1 féin sa Gharda Siochdna ar bhealach amhain n6 bealach eile. Go dti go
mbeidh sé sin fior n6 go dti go mbeimid leathbhealach sios an bothar go dti go mbeidh sé sin
fior, ta baol ann gur 1 an tuiscint a bheidh ag daoine ar An nGarda Siochéna agus b’théidir
gur 11 an meas a bheidh a bheith acu air n6 an mhuinin a bheidh acu as, rudai ata baolach, con-
tuirteach agus do-ghlactha.

Ar an abhar sin, caithfear pé rud a dhéanamh chun daoine a mhealladh isteach sa Gharda
Siochana 6 na réimsi ar fad nach bhfuil ionadaiocht cheart acu sa Gharda Siochana i lathair na
huaire. Taimid ag caint faoi na réimsi ar fad. Nil mé ag caint amhdin faoi dhaoine ata nuatagtha
sa tir. Ag an am céanna, caithfidh cothromaiocht a bheith ag an da rud seo. Nil aon rud suas
agus nil aon rud sios.

Ag an am céanna, caithfear feabhs ollmhor a dhéanamh ar an bhfreastal atd & dhéanamh
ar dhaoine ar mian leo a ngno a dhéanambh tri Ghaeilge. Nilim in aon chor cinnte go raibh aon
chinnteacht ag eascairt as 50% a thail sa scradu innitillachta a bunaiodh le bheith in ann freastal
cui a dhéanamh ar phobal, go hdirithe phobal Gaeltachta nd ar dhaoine ar mian leo a ngno a
dhéanamh tri Ghaeilge aon 4it sa tir. Bhi ar a laghad an bhéim a chur ar an rud micheart ma
dhiriodh ar an mbunscriidi na ar an riachtanas den arda céime. Ta an cheist ann maidir le
freastal ceart a dhéanamh agus seirbhis cheart a chur ar fail. Ni mor an bhéim a chur ar réimse
1 bhfad nios fairsinge na sin.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Is ¢ an tuiscint atd agamsa 6n méid ata raite ag Bob Collins
na go bhfuil bréagchath i gceist anseo i ndairire idir éagsulacht 6 dhaoine gan Ghaeilge agus an
Ghaeilge a bheith thios. Is bréagchath i ndairire atd i gceist. Nil aon ghd le cath no troid. Ba
choir béim a chur ar an da rud.

Mr. Bob Collins: Ni dhéarfaidh mé moran eile. T4 an d4 chiram ar An nGarda Siochana.
Caithfidh sé an da thra a threastal. Ni féidir leis gan ceann amhdin no6 ceann eile a dhéanambh.
Is € cuid den rol ata ag an udaras na an mhaoirseacht a dhéanamh ar an tsli ina bhfuil An Garda
Siochéana ag feabhst na seirbhise ata 4 cur ar fail. Ta clraimi ar an gCoimisinéir Teanga gan
amhras 6 thaobh na Gaeilge agus ta curaimi dli ar An nGarda Siochana 6 thaobh na Gaeilge in
Acht an Gharda Siochana, 2005 agus in Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiula (Leasu), 2021. Cé nach
bhfuil an ciiram céanna leagtha sios sa tsli chéanna 1 gcas éagsulacht n6 ilchinealachta an da-
onra, ta s¢ ar chomhchéim agus ta an da rud ar chomhchéim. Ni féidir freastal ar cheann amhain
agus a bheith ag islit an cur i lathair ar an gceann eile. Is € sin an fath nach bhfuil aon isliu
céime i geeist sna hathruithe mar atd. T4 an line 4 tarraingt san ait mhicheart ma cheaptar € sin.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: T4 sé tabhachtach deimhneacht a fhail ar an rud atd faoi
chaibidil anseo. Aontaim go huile is go hiomlan gur choéir go mbeadh An Garda Siochdna
mar mhacalla ar an tsochai ach t4 muintir na Gaeltachta agus muintir na Gaeilge thios 6 tha-
obh na ngardai de. T4 sé sin admhaithe ag An nGarda Siochana nach bhfuil a dhualgas faoin
reachtaiocht comhlionta aige agus anois té turas nua i geceist.

Is rud dearfach ¢ go bhfuil An Garda Siochdna chun straitéis nua a fhoilsiu. Is ¢ an rud is
tabhachtai domsa na € sin a theicedil agus a phlé os ar gcomhair nuair a bheidh sé ar ais agus
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spriocdhata a bheith leagtha amach. T4 an t-uafés tuarascéla léite againn 6 gach Roinn, ni
hamhéin ¢ na gardai, gan spriocdhata. Bhiodh na fadhbanna céanna againn maidir le Bille na
dTeangacha Oifigiula (Least), 2021 atd ina Acht anois. Ni chuirfidh mé am amu ag iarraidh
sonrai On straitéis 6 na finnéithe. Ba mhaith liom ¢ sin a phlé anseo.

Maidir leis an mithuiscint, bhi rialachdn ann a chuir dualgas ar iarrthoir Béarla n6 Gaeilge
agus teanga bhreise a bheith acu. Is féidir Béarla agus Fraincis n6é Béarla agus Gearmainis
a bheith ag an duine agus ni raibh aon gha le Gaeilge, beag nd mér. Is € an t-athra anois na
nach ga leis an teanga bhreise. Is féidir dul isteach mar iarrthoir le Gaeilge no Béarla. Nil aon
riachtanas anois. Tuigim nach raibh ag an am ach anois ta sé soiléir nach bhfuil riachtanas ar
bith ¢ thaobh na Gaeilge de, maidir le hiarrthoir don Gharda Siochana. An bhfuil mé micheart?

Ms Anne Marie McMahon: Back to 2005, the compulsory requirement to have Irish did
not exist. It is exactly as the Deputy has said in terms of the requirement for the second lan-
guage. It is Irish or English, now. Prior to this, it was two languages, one of which had to be

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Tuigim ¢ sin agus t s¢ sin raite. An bhfuil riachtanas ar bith
6 thaobh na Gaeilge de ar iarrthoir atd ag iarraidh dul isteach sa Gharda anois? D4 mbeinn ag
dul isteach sa Gharda amarach, an bhféadfainn a rd go raibh Béarla agam ach nach bhfuil aon
Ghaeilge agam? Nil aon gha le Gaeilge anois, an bhfuil?

Ms Anne Marie McMahon: No.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Is ¢ an t-aon rud atd nochta anseo na nach raibh sé ann fiu
faoi na seanrialacha. Is ¢é sin an soiléiriu atd faighte againn. Nil ga ar bith le Gaeilge a bheith
ag iarrthoir anois agus ni raibh le fada. An bhfuil mé micheart?

Mr. Liam Sinclair: Is fior é sin.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Is fior € sin. Is ¢ an chaoi ina bhfuil an Garda ag déileail leis
sin an thadhb atd agam. Faoin Acht 2005, t4 dualgais reachtula ag An nGarda Siochéana seirb-
hisi Gaeilge a chur ar fail sa Ghaeltacht tri na stdisitiin. Nil na dualgais sin & gcomhlionadh.
Ta sé sin léite agam. Nil na staisiiin go Iéir sna ceantair Ghaeltachta uilig ag feidhmit mar ba
choir doéibh faoin reachtaiocht faoi lathair. Nach bhfuil an ceart agam faoi sin?

Ms Anne Marie McMahon: If I can just go back a little bit-----

Deputy Catherine Connolly: An féidir an cheist a fhreagairt? Nil mé ag iarraidh locht
a chur ar aon duine. Taim ag iarraidh an rud a shoiléirit. Ta dualgais ag an bhférsa faoin
reachtaiocht. T4 sé sin rdite. Faoi lathair, nil sé in ann na dualgais sin a chomhlionadh de bharr
easpa foirne le hinnitlacht sa Ghaeilge. Nach ¢ sin bun agus barr an scéil faoi lathair?

Ms Anne Marie McMahon: That is the story. Not 100% of gardai in every station are able
to speak Irish. There have been improvements.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Tuigim. Té sé sin uilig 1éite agam. Tuigim go bhfuil dul
chun cinn déanta, go hairithe 6 thaobh an chruinnithe a bhi againn an bhliain seo caite. Tuigim
¢ sin agus tuigim go bhfuil meitheal ar sil anois agus go bhfuil cruinnithe ar siul go rialta.
Taim ag tnuth leis an straitéis Gaeilge agus le spriocdhata. Is € sin atd ar siul faoi lathair.
Taimid ag dul ar strae agus muid ag caint faoi éagsulacht. T4 ga le héagsulacht sa Gharda ach
nil aon bhaint idir ¢ sin a bhaint amach agus an Ghaeilge i ndairire. Is rud eile ¢ sin. Ba choir
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go mbeidh an d4 rud ar chomhchéim.

Ms Anne Marie McMahon: With regard to our efforts to meet our obligations, the Irish
language is a compulsory part of the BA in applied policing. As outlined by Ms Ni Cheallaigh
in the opening statement, there are two modules that are specifically targeted and tailored to-
wards Irish. The Irish language elements equate to 20% of those two modules. In addition,
there are both oral and written assessments involved in those two modules.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Tuigim ach cé mhéad garda até ag teacht amach as an gcoras
sin le hinnitlacht sa Ghaeilge?

Ms Anne Marie McMahon: In terms of fluency, I will have to go back to the Irish language
stream. As has already been stated, the numbers we have received through that particular stream
have been disappointing. While the Irish language is part of the BA education programme, it is
true to say that graduates will not be fluent. They will have-----

Deputy Catherine Connolly: An bhfuil 100 n6 200 garda ag teacht amach le hinnitlacht
sa Ghaeilge de bharr na scéime ata ann?

Ms Anne Marie McMahon: No because the numbers are very small. The Irish language
stream has not been as fruitful as we had originally expected. That is the stream through which
we would expect to get fluent Irish speakers. That has not transpired. It just has not happened
for us.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: B’théidir go mbeimid in ann obair as lamh a chéile as seo
amach ach is ¢ an rud at4 nochta aris na go bhfuil géarchéim ann sa Gharda 6 thaobh na Gaeilge
de in ainneoin na rudai maithe ata déanta. Té stil agam go bhfuil sé sin aitheanta sa straitéis ata
le foilsit agus go bhfuil cuid de réiteach na faidhbe sa straitéis sin, le spriocdhatai.

Ms Anne Marie McMahon: With regard to the strategy, our recruitment process and our
desire to enhance our service through Irish, we have found that some people who are fluent in
Irish or who have a very good standard of Irish do not apply to the Irish stream but to the general
scheme. I suppose they do not want to confine their options with regard to the location where
they might be stationed.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Nil siad ag iarraidh a bheith curtha isteach i mbosca ach an
oiread.

Ms Anne Marie McMahon: Precisely.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Ta na hargointi seo cloiste againn 6 gach Roinn ata tagtha
os ar gcombhair le blianta. Ni bhaineann siad leis an nGarda amhdin ach t4 dualgais reachtula
air. Criochnéidh mé anois because ta mo dhdthain raite ach ba choir go mbeidh gach cinne-
adh bunaithe ar thaighde. Nior chuala mé aon tagairt inniu do thaighde d’aon saghas maidir
leis na cinnti atd déanta ag an Roinn DIi agus Cirt n6 ag an nGarda. Ta taighde thar a bheith
tabhachtach. Ag dul ar ais go dti an straitéis, ni fiu traithnin an straitéis muna bhfuil si ag dul 1
ngleic leis an bhfadhb, is ¢ sin, an ghéarchéim ata ann. Ta stil agam go rachaidh si i ngleic 1¢éi.

Ms Anne Marie McMahon: The aim of the strategy is to address the problem. There are
multifaceted avenues to try to do that. I am not for one minute suggesting that it will be an easy
problem to solve but that is the purpose of the strategy and that is our intent. We are acutely
aware of our obligations under the Irish language Acts and that those who wish to communicate
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or receive service through Irish have a right to do so. We are acutely aware of that. We are try-
ing to put a renewed emphasis on the Irish language in order to achieve that.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Tuigim ach t4 ctlra na faidhbe le deich mbliana anuas curtha
in 11l ag an gCoimisinéir Teanga.

Ms Yvonne Cooke: T4 bron orm ach nil ach beagan Gaeilge agam. To add to the Deputy’s
comments with regard to the jigsaw and the crisis we all face, in addition to what the Deputy
has raised - and we welcome the opportunity to engage with her in respect of the forthcoming
Irish language strategy - the research and evidence base with regard to Irish and many other
areas tells us that some of the solution lies in considering the earliest stage at which individu-
als choose a career, profession or vocation. The evidence base suggests we should look at this
issue as early on as preschool and school age. That is something we are very keen to progress
in the context of the strategy. It is at that stage that children start to consider what they would
like to do for a profession. To that end and with regard to outreach, we intend to do much more
with regard to our schools liaison, particularly within the Gaelscoils. In addition to that, in our
outreach, we are very much focused on how to assist young people to think of us as a great place
to work in the future. There is clear evidence to suggest that does assist. In moving through
some of the programmes of work we are looking at, particularly the forthcoming Garda trainee
competition to which the deputy commissioner referred, we need to be diverse in the ways we
reach out to young people and individuals starting to think about what change in career they
might like or, if they are in school, the vocation they may wish to take on. For this particular
process, we are doing much more than we have ever done. The deputy commissioner chairs a
group on outreach. We have engaged with colleagues from across the organisation, particularly
colleagues in the Gaeltacht areas, on the point we are discussing today. We have been looking
at all of the opportunities colleagues have in communities to speak to, meet, reach out to and
attract individuals to apply in the first place. I will mention one more thing with regard to the
evidence base and research. As part of the strategy, we will also try to understand within the
communities we serve, particularly within the Gaeltacht, the key barriers and challenges, in
addition to the opportunities, to people applying locally and being based locally in those areas.

In addition to what has been raised about the renewed focus within the organisation in
terms of the importance of the Irish language and the training of such within the Garda College,
including the fainne we spoke about, we will be delivering on all the key important strategies
over the forthcoming years. One of the most important pieces we will be investing in, for future
generations and future Irish speakers within An Garda Siochéna, is early outreach. That is what
I wish to add.

Deputy Aindrias Moynihan: Nil ach cupla ceist agam mar, chun a bheith dairire, t4 an-
chuid pléite ansin maidir le roinnt mhaith de na hébhair a theastaigh uaim dirit orthu. Taim
chun fanacht leis an éagsulacht. Rinneadh soiléirita ar an-chuid agus tdim buioch as. Aontaim
go laidir gur cheart go mbeadh éagsulacht sna gardai agus go bhféachfaidis costil le haon
phobal eile ar a bhfuil siad ag freastal. Ni hé sin le ra gur éagsulacht in aghaidh teanga n6 in
aghaidh na Gaolainne a bheadh 1 gceist. Ni ga go mbeidis mutually exclusive ach go mbeadh
spas ann doibh araon. Conas a aithnitear ¢ sin?

Tuigim 6 na tuairisci gur aithniodh go bhféadfadh riachtanais maidir le dha theanga a bheith
ina mbac ar roinnt grapai. Conas a aithniodh ¢ sin? An ndearnadh taighde éigin nd an tuairim
duine ¢€igin a bhi ann n6 claonadh a bhi ag duine ¢éigin? An bhféadfai a 1¢iriti conas a aithniodh
¢ sin? Ma4 bhi taighde ann, cad iad na torthai a bhi air? An ¢ go raibh an d4 theanga mar bhac
noé arbh iad na teangacha an Ghaeilge n6 an Béarla a bhi mar bhac? An bhféadfai soiléiriti a
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thabhairt air sin? Conas a thangthas ar an tuairim sin go raibh an riachtanas maidir le dha the-
anga ina bhac?

Maidir leis an gcoras a bhi 1 bhfeidhm roimhe sin, tuigim go raibh an coras oiriinach do6ibh
siud le Gaeilge n6 Béarla agus teanga eile agus go bhféadfadh siad iarratas a dhéanamh agus dul
chun cinn a dhéanamh leis na gardai. Mar sin, an raibh an tSeirbhis um Cheapachain Phoibli
ag freastal ar dhaoine nach raibh ach teanga amhain acu agus da bharr sin nach éagsulacht a bhi
ann in aon chor ach go raibh sé ag freastal go direach ar dhaoine leis an aon teanga amhain? Ni
theadar an € sin caillitint do na gardai. D4 mbeadh teanga bhreise ag daoine, chuirfeadh sé sin
go mor leis an sli a bhfuiltear ag freastal ar an bpobal. An bhféadfaidis dirit ar sin?

Chairman: C¢ ata ag iarraidh na ceisteanna sin a threagairt? Ta siad bunaithe ar an gcin-
neadh.

Deputy Aindrias Moynihan: Conas a aithniodh go mbeadh riachtanas ann maidir le dha
theanga?

Chairman: Ta Shirley Comerford 6n tSeirbhis um Cheapachain Phoibli chun an cheist sin
a threagairt.

Ms Shirley Comerford: It would probably be useful if I again refer to that piece about what
we do in catering for candidates. It was never a requirement that one had to have Irish, as was
previously said. It was English or Irish or another language. In terms of the status piece, we
believe it gives Irish a status that would perhaps appeal to a broader candidate pool. That is the
first piece I wish to speak on.

So that people understand from a process perspective, candidates can apply through the
general stream as well as the Irish stream. They can compete in both. From that perspective,
we hope that we will see — I note we are only testing this — a situation where candidates will go
for both streams who may not have the level of fluency that is required to come through the Irish
stream but will come through the general stream and have a level of proficiency in Irish that
they can enhance through their training and the various schemes the Garda is putting in place.

We are very committed in the Public Appointments Service to the running of Irish compe-
titions. When we run Irish streams, they can be quite focused as a campaign and allow us to
focus our marketing and outreach efforts. We know from the various Irish competitions that
we run that when we run Irish streams, we attract candidates who have a good command of the
language. We also believe that when Irish speakers compete through the Irish competitions,
they statistically do better than others insofar as the candidate pool is bit smaller.

It is a challenge in terms of providing all public services through Irish. We are all very
aware of the commitments under the official languages legislation. From the Public Appoint-
ments Service’s perspective, we look forward to working on the national advisory committee
that is being set up to look at strategies that can be put in place to help all public servants and
public services to reach their commitments to provide their services through Irish by 2030.

It is quite right in regard to what comes through from the Irish stream. We have seen a lot of
attrition where people believe their proficiency is at a fluency level that it is not. The numbers
that come through are very small. It is fair to say that unless some action was taken, we were
not going to get anywhere with this. We hope that through the combined efforts of what we are
doing and what is happening in the Garda, we will see some traction and improvements.
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I refer to Yvonne Cooke’s point on reaching out to young potential public and civil servants.
We recently launched our public jobs schools kit, which is a pick-up-and-teach resource for
transition year teachers to go through with their classes in order to give them an introduction
to the public service and the Civil Service and plant that seed for them to consider pursuing
careers across the public service. These resources that were recently launched are available in
both English and Irish. Efforts are being made. It is fair to say that we are not going to achieve
those targets by focusing on the recruitment element alone. As the members will know, more
than I do, that there are a multitude of challenges facing us in driving up our participation rates
of fluent Irish speakers in public sector organisations.

Deputy Aindrias Moynihan: Ni bhfuair mé freagra maidir leis an gceist. Conas a aith-

Chairman: M4 fhanann an Teachta, t4 Yvonne Cooke agus Anne Marie McMahon ag iar-
raidh freagra a thabhairt. B’théidir go bhfaighidh sé an freagra at4 vaidh.

Deputy Aindrias Moynihan: Is i an phriomhcheist nd conas a aithniodh ¢ sin.

Ms Anne Marie McMahon: I refer to the diversity of language and the richness of people
who are bilingual, be that in Irish and English or Irish and English plus another language. That
is absolutely accepted. We have quite a number of people in the organisation from other coun-
tries, and other European countries in particular. They have been of enormous benefit in vari-
ous investigations. I absolutely agree with what the Deputy is saying with regard to the rich-
ness that brings to the organisation. The same thing applies to the Irish language. As has been
stated many times, it is not just a nice thing to have; we have obligations and we are acutely
aware of them. At the risk of repeating myself, we are trying on multiple levels to improve our
proficiency. A key part of the Irish language strategy will be working with the language plan-
ning groups in the various Gaeltacht areas and Gaeltacht service areas and with Irish language
officers. There will be a lot of engagement there with regard to the percentages required in light
of the make-up of those communities. There are many areas in which we have an awful lot of
work to do. As I have said already, it will not be done overnight. The clock is ticking.

Ms Yvonne Cooke: On the specific question of whether research had been undertaken, I can
confirm that it had. A team within An Garda Siochadna that was researching barriers to recruit-
ment and inclusivity across all aspects of diversity undertook international research involving
benchmarking against other police services. This team identified a number of areas, some of
which were very pertinent to what we are discussing today. For example, issues such as edu-
cational attainment, language proficiency and nationality were identified as barriers for certain
groups. In addition to what Ms Comerford raised earlier on, An Garda Siochédna did engage
with the Irish Traveller Movement. A key issue it raised with us related to challenges in respect
of the requirement for languages that existed before this regulatory change. Research was un-
dertaken and cognisance was given to opening up eligibility as wide as possible.

Deputy Aindrias Moynihan: An ¢ an dé theanga a bhi mar bhac, n6 an ¢ an Ghaolainn
agus an Béarla a bhi mar bhac? Is costil go bhfuil An Garda Siochana ag dul i dtreo daoine leis
an aon teanga amhain.

Ms Yvonne Cooke: My understanding is that both were issues. For some communities,
the issue may have been Irish while for others it was having languages in addition to what the
individual spoke from birth.
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Deputy Aindrias Moynihan: Nach raibh réiteach ann cheana féin doibh sitid nach raibh an
Ghaolainn acu ach go raibh an Béarla acu? Ta réimse leathan teangacha ann sa Gharda cheana
féin seachas Béarla agus Gaolainn. Ni raibh an thadhb ann 6 thaobh na Gaolainne de ag an am
sin. Is amhlaidh go bhfuil an Garda ag diriu isteach ar dhaoine nach bhfuil datheangach agus go
bhfuil s¢ ag ciingt isteach an lion teangacha a bheadh ar f4il sa Gharda ma t4 sé ag earcti daoine
nach bhfuil ach an t-aon teanga amhdin acu.

Ms Yvonne Cooke: As the Deputy has mentioned, having to have two languages was a key
barrier, hence the change in regulation.

Deputy Aindrias Moynihan: Nach dtagann sé sin salach ar éagsulacht?

Ms Yvonne Cooke: I would not say it does. We are attempting to reach out as far as pos-
sible and to optimise the number of people from diverse backgrounds who apply to An Garda
Siochana, including Irish speakers, to add to the diversity of our organisation to be truly reflec-
tive and representative of the diverse and evolving communities we serve.

Deputy Aindrias Moynihan: Tadim go mor i bhfabhar éagstlacht sa Gharda. Teastaionn
¢agsulacht uaim ach gan an costas 6 thaobh teangacha. Ni g& go mbeidis in adharca a chéile.

Chairman: T4 ctpla ceist ghairid agam féin agus ansin cuirfimid crioch leis an gcruinnit.
Ta ceist agam maidir le feachtas earcaiochta dirithe ar Ghaeilgeoiri. An raibh feachtas mar sin
ann roimhe seo? Ni cuimhin liom aon ftheachtas dirithe ar mhic 1€inn 1 nGaelcholdisti timpeall
na tire no 1 gceantair Ghaeltachta nuair a bhi mé ar scoil agus nior chuala mé faoi cheann 6
shin. Muna bhfuil feachtais earcaiochta dirithe ar Ghaeilgeoiri amach anseo, ni thiocfaidh
siad. T4 poist eile ann doéibh seachas a bheith sa Gharda Siochana. Beidh An Garda Siochana
in iomaiocht leis an Statseirbhis ina hiomldine agus le gach uile phost eile. Ta a lan post ann
do Ghaeilgeoiri anois san Eoraip a iocann a lan airgid. T4 jab mor le déanamh. Chuala mé cad
a bhi & réa faoi dhul isteach an-luath, fit sna naiscoileanna agus mar sin, ach caithfear diria ar
na meanscoileanna ach go hairithe 1 leith feachtais earcaiochta. T4 sé beagnach rédheireanach
doibh siud atd ag déanamh na hardteistiméireachta i mbliana. B’fhéidir nach bhfuil ach ta siad
ag smaoineamh agus ag lionadh a n-iarratais CAO. Ba choéir go mbeadh siad lionta acu inné.
Ta deis ann ach caithfear a bheith dirithe.

Caithfidh gardai le Gaeilge dul isteach sna coldisti, sna scoileanna agus sna colaisti
samhraidh. Caithfidh siad a bheith feicedlach ag na hocaidi sin agus iad ag labhairt Gaeilge.
T4 a thios agam gur ualach ¢ sin ar na gardai le Gaeilge. Uaireanta, nil siad ag iarraidh a bheith
mar an token Gaeilgeoir. Tarlaionn sé sin go minic. Té siad ag iarraidh a bheith ina ngardai
agus an obair sin a dhéanamh seachas a bheith mar oifigigh earcaiochta Gaeilge. Caithfidh siad
a aithint go gcuidionn s¢ 6 thaobh na hearcaiochta de mé té siad ag dul timpeall ag labhairt na
Gaeilge le chéile n6 le dreamanna Gaeilgeoiri ni hamhdin sa Ghaeltacht, ach freisin i gceantair
i mBaile Atha Cliath, srl.

B’fhéidir go bhfuil mo chéad cheist eile freagartha ag na finnéithe cheana. Nior cuireadh
muid ar an eolas faoi seo ach an oiread. Is ¢ sin an fath go raibh sort feirge ar an gcoiste nu-
air a chuala muid go raibh athru eile ann 1 mi na Nollag nach raibh luaite linn nuair a bhi an
Coimisinéir os ar gcomhair. Is trua nach raibh sé luaite go raibh daoine ag smaoineamh ar an
athru seo, cé nach raibh an cinneadh déanta ina iomléine, toisc go bhfuil an cuma ar an scéal
gur islit céime eile don Ghaeilge atd ann agus muid ag triail le harda céime a thabhairt di, n6
comhionannas a shroicheadh ar a laghad. Cad iad na hathruithe eile a tharla ag an am sin n6 an
¢ an cinneadh fail réidh leis an gcoinnioll iontrala go mbeadh dhé theanga ag iarrth6iri amhéin
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a bhi 1 gceist? Glacaim leis gur tharla roinnt athruithe eile lasmuigh den cheist mar gheall ar
an nGaeilge.

Ms Anne Marie McMahon: I will address the last point first. With regard to the changes
in the regulations, there were numerous changes with regard to the promotion regulations. The
whole process changed from being an internal one to an external one. The entirety of that pro-
cess has changed. With regard to the recruitment regulations, to the best of my knowledge, that
was the only change.

Mr. Doncha O’Sullivan: The other changes would not really attract much attention. They
are very technical changes. We used an outdated term in asylum protection law. The law has
moved on so the regulation has to be updated to use the correct term so that people with certain
protection statuses can enter the Garda. I cannot see how any of them would have any bearing
on the interests of the committee and its work.

Chairman: Céard faoi na feachtais earcaiochta roimhe seo? An raibh siad dirithe ar
Ghaelcholaisti, colaisti samhraidh no a leithéid?

Ms Anne Marie McMahon: The recruitment campaign has not started yet. It will be
launched on 10 February. There is an extensive outreach plan in place and that will include go-
ing into the schools, using ads as Gaeilge and doing information sessions as Gaeilge in addition
to other avenues in the general sense of the competition. This is the most extensive outreach
programme we have ever embarked on in a recruitment campaign. We will be promoting the
fact that we have an Irish language stream and we will be using every opportunity to promote
that once the campaign is launched. It will be a six-week campaign so we have quite a bit of
time but we have been planning that since before Christmas.

I refer to the question on not being notified. I have already alluded to the fact that this was
an omission on our part. In terms of the promotion regulations it was not something that was
to the fore in our minds when we were last here. The decision on the recruitment campaign
was not made at all at that point. The proximity of our visit to the committee to the change in
the promotion regulations is quite short. I accept that we should have brought that up on that
occasion.

Ms Yvonne Cooke: In addition to what the Deputy has raised I will make a few points and I
will go back to what I said earlier. We will continue to do outreach before competitions and to
have a longer term plan. On the issues the Deputy raised, in schools and colleges when people
are thinking about what they will put on their CAO forms, An Garda Siochana should always
be to the fore as a career or vocation option. There are a few ways in which we will do that in
addition to what we have already discussed. I mentioned liaison in schools but for people who
are moving into their teens and really thinking about what they want to do, we have launched an
internship programme this year and part of our Irish language strategy plan is to have a bespoke
or specific programme for the Gaeltacht areas. Individuals who speak Irish should have an op-
portunity to come into An Garda Siochana, experience what it is like to be in the organisation
and consider if it is a career, job or vacation for them going forward.

The Deputy mentioned token Gaeilgeoiri and we have many Gaeilgeoiri across the organi-
sation. With the outreach programme we are running we have had so many people come for-
ward and say they would like to be visibly present within it, in particular within the Gaeltacht
areas. There is that lovely saying that if you can see it you can be it but with the Irish language
it is a case that if you can hear it you might consider this as being a place for you for the future.
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The onus cannot always be placed on Gaeilgeoiri within the organisation to advocate for the
Irish language. It is incumbent on us all to do so. The opening address mentioned our focus on
the fainne. Over 1,000 individuals within the organisation have varying levels of Irish profi-
ciency. The committee has heard today about our attempts to speak the language and that needs
to continue. We want to create a gra or love of the language and to be seen to do so within the
organisation. We all have a role to play in that in our leadership and I say that to make the point
that it is not just a responsibility for the Gaeilgeoiri.

Chairman: T3 suil agam go mbeidh An Garda Siochéna linn aris amach anseo agus go
mbeidh scéal nios fearr ann. Ta stil agam go n-€éireodh go geal leis An nGarda Siochéna leis
an bhfeachtas earcaiochta agus nach mbeidh gé le rialachdn chun an Ghaeilge a bhrt chun cinn.
B’théidir go bhfuil mé ag briongldideach ansin.

Deputy Aindrias Moynihan: T4 ceist amhain eile agam.
Chairman: Ceann gasta mar tdimid in ainm is a bheith criochnaithe.

Deputy Aindrias Moynihan: Ag leanuint ar an gceist ar an €agsulacht, an bhféadfai soilé-
irii a dhéanambh ar iarrachtai a rinneadh chun €agstlacht a thabhairt isteach sa Gharda Siochéna
gan aon athr a dhéanamh ar charsai teanga? An ndearnadh iarrachtai chun go bhféadfadh po-
bail éagsula feabhas a chur ar a gcuid Ghaelainne n6é mar sin? Cén iarrachtai a rinneadh maidir
le héagsulacht roimhe seo nar athraigh riachtanais teanga?

Ms Anne Marie McMahon: An Garda Siochana is aware of our requirement to be more
diverse and in that context we have developed a diversity and inclusion strategy. We also have
an internal diversity strategy. We have an extensive outreach to new communities and not so
new communities in an effort to build relations, to provide the required service and to identify
if there are particular nuances to the service that particular communities may require. That is
part of our day-to-day business in our community policing, outreach and efforts to build up
good relations with the whole spectrum that makes up any community we work in. That is
ongoing and important work and a lot of energy is going into that. There are many strands to
our diversity outreach.

Deputy Aindrias Moynihan: Gabhaim buiochas leis an bhfinné as sin. Nilim ag caint mar
gheall ar inniu agus amdarach; tdim ag caint ar iarrachtai a rinneadh cheana féin n6 an ndearnadh
aon iarracht éagsulacht a mhealladh isteach gan dirit ar an gceist teanga seo? An ndearna An
Garda Siochéna iarrachtai cheana féin chun daoine a thabhairt isteach agus feabhas a chur ar a
gcuid Ghaelainne agus mar sin de? Cén iarrachtai a rinneadh cheana féin roimh an athrt seo a
thabhairt chun cinn?

Ms Anne Marie McMahon: One of the straplines for our last recruitment campaign was
“The Difference is You”. We wanted to speak to the new communities in that. To answer the
Deputy’s question, we were not trying to teach them Irish, communicate with them through
Irish or anything like that. We were trying to get them to join An Garda Siochéna and to let
them see and recognise that it was an attractive proposition as a career. Once any of the recruits
were in Templemore, the Irish language training was a compulsory part of the BA in applied po-
licing and one which they must pass. I have already outlined the two modules that specifically
relate to the Irish language. They would have undergone that particular process in the same way
as all other recruits. In addition to that, there were other online supports available to all recruits,
not just those from new or diverse communities. That is how I would answer your question.
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Chairman: Is ¢ sin an focal deireanach. Gabhaim buiochas le Anne Marie McMahon,
Eimear Ni Cheallaigh, Yvonne Cooke agus Joseph Nugent thar ceann An Gharda Siochana;
Doncha O’Sullivan agus Mary McKenna 6n Roinn DIi agus Cirt; Bob Collins agus Helen Hall
6n Udaras Poilineachta; agus Shirley Comerford agus Liam Sinclair thar ceann na Seirbhise um
Cheapachain Phoibli as an diospdireacht agus an gcur chuige a bhi againn inniu.

Mar nach bhfuil aon dbhar né ghn¢ eile againn, cuirfear an comhchoiste seo ar athl6 anois.
Beidh cruinniu den roghchoiste ar sitll an tseachtain seo chugainn leis an bPriomh-Aoire agus
Aire Stait sa Roinn Turasoéireachta, Cultuir, Ealaion, Gaeltachta, Spoirt agus Mean, an Teachta
Jack Chambers, nuair a bheimid ag déileail le Meastachain don bhliain 2022 a bhaineann leis an
nGaeltacht agus leis an nGaeilge. Beidh an chéad cruinnit eile den chomhchoiste ar 1.30 p.m.
ar an 16 Feabhra Gabhaim buiochas libh go 1éir.

Cuireadh an comhchoiste ar athl6 ar 4.02 p.m. go dti 1.30 p.m. D¢é Céadaoin, an 16 Feabhra
2022.
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