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Gno an Chomhchoiste

Chairman: Is féidir linn tosnu toisc go bhfuil ceithre comhaltai i lathair, Teachtai Déla agus
Seanaddiri san direamh. Déanfaidh mé siud até i lathair a ainmnit toisc go bhfuil siad anseo go
fioruil. T4 na Seanad6iri Ward agus Clifford Lee agus na Teachtai Aindrias Moynihan agus mé
féin anseo. Ta leithscéal faighte agam 6n Teachta Connolly. Nil si in ann a bheith anseo ag tas
an chruinnithe ar aon chaoi ach b’fhéidir go mbeidh si linn nios déanai.

T4 dha mhir oibre ar an gclar agus b’théidir go mbeidh na comhaltai in ann cuidit liom leis
an gcéad cheann, is € sin na cuiri reatha ata tugtha ag an gcoiste chuig an Aire Turasdireachta,
Cultuir, Ealaion, Gaeltachta, Spoirt agus Mean; an Aire Sldinte; an Aire DIli agus Cirt; agus
Ard-Runai na Roinne Sldinte. Taimid tar éis cuiri a thabhairt d6ibh teacht os ar gcomhair chun
labhairt linn faoi abhair dhifriula. Mar shampla, thug muid cuireadh don Aire Turasdireachta,
Cultuir, Ealaion, Gaeltachta, Spoirt agus Mean ar an 4 Deireadh Fombhair, ar an 4 Samhain,
ar an 19 Samhain agus ar an 22 Nollaig teacht os ar gcomhair agus a tuairimi a mhalarta linn
maidir le leithdhail airgeadas na Roinne chomh fada is a bhaineann sé leis an nGaeilge, leis an
nGaeltacht agus le pobal labhartha na Gaeilge don bhliain seo. Ta si tar ¢éis diultt go dti seo
agus a ra linn go bhfuil freagracht as na habhair sin ag an Aire Stdit, an Teachta Chambers, in
ainneoin go rinneamar a mhiniu gur sise a dhéanann an cinneadh maidir leis an gcéatadan den
bhuiséad iomlan ata ag an Roinn sin.

Chuir muid cuireadh chuig an Aire DIi agus Cirt teacht os ar gcomhair ar an 2 Feabhra chun
déiledil le cén fath gur fuarthas réidh leis na riachtanais bunrialacha d’iarrthéiri lena bheith
inchailithe le harda céime a thail chun céimeanna sairsint n6 cigire a fhail, an grad 50% a bhaint
amach sa scrudu innitlachta béil sa Ghaeilge. Chomh maith leis sin, theastaigh uainn lab-
hairt 1é1 maidir le cinneadh an Rialtais nach mbeadh Gaeilge riachtanach nios mé ag baill den
Gharda Siochana. In ainneoin dha cuireadh ar an 21 Nollaig agus ar an 5 Eandir agus ceithre
meabhrichdin, nil aon fhreagra faighte againn uaithi.

Chuir muid cuireadh chuig an Aire Sldinte ar an 16 Mean Fémhair agus ar an 2 Samhain.
Bhiomar ag lorg go dtiocfadh sé os ar gcomhair ar an 17 Samhain maidir leis an gceist a rinnea-
mar plé air roimhe sin, is 1 sin seirbhisi slainte tri mhean na Gaeilge i gcomhair pobail na Gael-
tachta agus pobail labhartha na Gaeilge le linn na paindéime, agus ina dhiaidh, teiripe urlabhra
agus sainteiripi eile san aireamh. Ni raibh sé ar fail ar an data sin agus mar sin ta cuireadh eile
tugtha againn d6, dar data an 5 Feabhra, chun an t-abhar sin a phlé linn ar data d4 rogha féin.
Ni bhfuair muid aon fhreagra uaidh 6 sin.

Chomh maith leis sin, bhi an comhchoiste ag iarraidh go mbeadh Ard-Runai na Roinne
Slainte linn. I gcomhthreagras, dar data an 22 Nollaig agus an 5 Eandir, d’iarr muid air teacht
os ar gcomhair ar an 9 Feabhra chun an t-abhar céanna a phlé. Bhi ar an gcomhchoiste tri
riomhphoist eile a chur chuige ar an 14 Eanair, ar an 17 Eandir agus ar an 18 Eanair sula bhfuair
muid freagra uaidh. Sa threagra, chuir sé in 11l nach bhfuil sé sésta teacht os ar gcomhair mar
a d’iarr muid. T4 sé ag iarraidh go gcuirfeadh sé ionadaithe os ar gcomhair agus sin na hion-
adaithe céanna a bhi againn cheana 6n Roinn Slainte ag déiledil leis an gceist seo, seachas ¢ féin
ata freagrach san iomlan ar an gceist seo. Sin an freagra a fuaireamar ach bhi na hionadaithe sin
os ar gcomhair ar an 10 Samhain.

Nil a thios agam cad eile gur féidir linn a dhéanamh maidir leis na cuiri sin agus an sort nea-
mhairde atd 4 déanamh ag Airi agus ag statseirbhisigh sinsearacha maidir leis a gcuraimi i leith
na Gaeilge agus maidir leis an bhfreagracht atd acu teacht os comhair choiste Oireachtais chun
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na ceisteanna sin a phlé. In ainneoin an Achta nua a bheith ann, t4 an cuma air go bhfuil daoine
fos ag déanamh neamhairde. An bhfuil tuairim ag comhaltai cad ar chéir diiinn a dhéanamh ag
an staid seo? Aithnim go bhfuil na Teachtai Daly agus Mairéad Farrell tar ¢éis teacht isteach sa
chruinnit. An bhfuil aon tuairim ag aon duine cad ar féidir linn a dhéanamh seachas scriobh
chuig no labhairt leis an gCeann Combhairle n6 scriobh aris chuig na hAiri agus na hoifigigh
sinsearacha atd ag déanamh neamhairde orainn? Is féidir liom ¢ a chur sios mar dbhar don
chéad chruinnit phriobhaideach eile, ach idir an da linn iarraim ar chomhaltai cead a thabhairt
dom dul agus labhairt leis an gCeann Combhairle agus féachaint an bhfuil aon bhealach ¢ thaobh
Buan-Orduithe na coisti, na Dala, n6 an Oireachtais i gcoitinne gur féidir linn bra a chur ar na
hAiri agus an Ard-Runai teacht os ar gcomhair. An bhfuil sé sin aontaithe? Aontaithe. Glacaim
leis sin.

Tithiocht agus Cursai Pleanala Fisiciula sa Ghaeltacht: Plé (Atogail)

Chairman: Cuirim failte roimh na finnéithe ar fad 6 Chomhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe.
T4 siad ag freastail ar an gcruinniu ar line 6 ait lasmuigh de phurldin Thithe an Oireachtais. Is
iad: Ailish Bhreathnach, oifigeach Gaeilge; Liam Blake, pleanalai feidhmeannach sinsearach;
Helen Coleman; pleandlai feidhmeannach sinsearach; agus Caroline Phelan, pleanalai sinsear-
ach. T4 failte roimh na hionadaithe 6 Chomhairle Cathrach na Gaillimhe. Gabhaim buiochas
leo as a gciinamh a thabhairt dainn inniu.

Sula leanfaidh mé ar aghaidh, t4 dualgas orm na rialacha agus na treoracha seo a leanas
a leagan faoi bhraid na ndaoine ata ag freastal ar an gcruinnit seo. Is mian liom a mheabhru
do chomhaltai, d’fhinnéithe agus do bhaill foirne a chinntiti go bhfuil a nguthéin soghluaiste
muchta le linn an chruinnithe. T4 s¢ tdbhachtach € sin a chinntit ionas gur féidir linn taifeadadh
ceart a dhéanamh ar an gcruinnit seo.

T4 rogha chomh maith ag comhaltai freisin freastal ar na cruinnithe go fisiciuil sa seomra
coiste nd freastal go fioruil agus t4 na comhaltai ar fad go dti seo ag freastal go fioruil. Aith-
neoimid iad agus ma té4 siad ag iarraidh labhairt, caithfidh siad a ldmha a chur in airde agus
glaofaidh mé orthu in ord na Iamh a theicim ata curtha in airde nuair a bheidh raiteas tosaigh na
bhfinnéithe criochnaithe. Nuair a bhionn na comhaltai ag freastal ar na cruinnithe 6na n-oifigi
0 Thithe an Oireachtais, caithfidh siad soiléiriu a dhéanamh chun iad a fheiceail le linn do6ibh an
fisedn a bheith ar sitl acu, ionas gur féidir liom, leis na comhaltai, leis na finnéithe agus leis na
baill foirne iad a fheiceail. Ba choir doibh a bheith ar an eolas gur féidir le gach duine eile sa
chruinnit iad a theiceail ar an scailean agus a chloistedil agus déan cinnte de mar sin go bhfuil
na micreaf6in mictha mura bhfuil siad ag labhairt.

Bogfaimid ar aghaidh mar sin agus nuair a bheidh na comhaltai céanna agus na baill foirne
ata ag freastal ar an gcruinnill sa seomra coiste féin, measaim go mbeidh duine né dé mar sin,
caithfidh siad achar cosanta sdisialta a ghlacadh maidir le Covid-19. M4 ghlaoitear vota, déan-
faimid ¢ sa ghnathbhealach i seomra an choiste.

Ba mhaith liom freisin an chuid eile seo a ra freisin. Ba mhaith liom aird na bhfinnéithe
a dhiriu inniu go bhfuil siad, de bhua Bhunreacht na hEireann agus reachtaiochta araon, faoi
chosaint ag lan-phribhléid maidir leis an bhfianaise a thugann siad don chomhchoiste chomh
fada agus até siad lonnaithe laistigh de phurlain Thithe an Oireachtais. Ba mhaith liom a chur
ar aird na bhfinnéithe inniu go bhfuil an chosaint sin acu nuair at4 siad lonnaithe da réir ach ta
orm aird na bhfinnéithe at4 os comhair an choiste a dhiriti ar an bhfiric nach féidir leo brath ar an
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gcosaint sin ma té siad ag tabhairt fianaise duinn 6 lasmuigh de phurldin Thithe an Oireachtais.
Molaim doibh ar fad a bheith ciiramach agus mé ordaionn an comhchoiste doibh éiri as fian-
aise a thabhairt 1 leith ni dirithe, déan amhlaidh laithreach. Ordaitear déibh gan aon thianaise
a thabhairt nach fianaise i a bhaineann le habhar na n-imeachtai at4 4 bplé ag an gcomhchoiste
agus ba choir doibh a bheith ar an eolas go bhféadfar na raitis tosaigh a chuireann siad faoi
bhraid an chomhchoiste a thoilsit ar shuiomh gréasain an chomhchoiste tar éis an chruinnithe
seo. Fiafraitear d’thinnéithe agus do chomhaltai araon cleachtadh parlaiminte a urrama nar
choir, mas féidir, duine né eintiteas a chaineadh na liomhainti a dhéanamh ina n-aghaidh na
tuairimi a thabhairt maidir leo ina ainm, ina hainm no ina n-ainmneacha no6 ar shli a bhféadfai
iad a aithint. Chomh maith leis sin, fiafraitear doibh gan aon rud a ra a d’fhéadfai breathnu air
mar abhar diobhalach do dhea-chlu aon duine no6 eintiteas. Mar sin, da bhféadfadh a raitis a
bheith clumhillteach do dhuine no eintiteas aitheanta, ordofai do na finnéithe ¢iri as a raitis sin
laithreach. T4 sé rithdbhachtach go ngéillfeadh siad leis an ordu sin ma tharlaionn sé.

Leis an méid sin ar fad a bheith raite agam, agus gach duine aitheanta ag an gcruinniu, iar-
rfaidh mé anois ar priomhfthinnéithe 6 Chomhairle Cathrach na Gaillimhe an raiteas tosaigh a
dhéanamh. Nil a fhios agam cé a bheidh ag déanamh ¢ sin.

Ms Ailish Bhreathnach: Is mise a bheidh ina bhun sin, a Chathaoirligh.

Ba mhaith linn buiochas a ghlacadh leis an gcomhchoiste as cuireadh a thabhairt diiinn an
oraid seo a dhéanamh maidir le tithiocht agus cursai pleandla fisiciula sa Ghaeltacht. Baineann
cathair na Gaillimhe, n6 cathair na dtreabh, mar a thugtar freisin uirthi, tairbhe as stadas Gael-
tachta 1 gcuid mhor den chathair. Chomh maith leis sin, mar gheall go bhfuil an chathair suite i
gContae na Gaillimhe, gniomhaionn si mar thairseach go dti an ceantar Gaeltachta is mo sa tir
ata i gceantar fairsing Chontae na Gaillimhe.

Ta an Ghaeilge mar chuid chomh larnach sin de chultur, oidhreacht agus féiniulacht na
cathrach gur ghlac an chathair féin le teideal chéad chathair dhatheangach na hEireann tri fhé-
indearbhu in 2016. Léiritear sa teideal seo an meon dearfach tri chéile sa chathair agus i measc
comhlachtai poibli agus priobhdideacha i leith aitheantas datheangach. T4 fuinneamh laidir
ann sa chathair leis an teanga a chotht agus le lionrai séisialta labhartha Gaeilge, instititidi tri
mhean na Gaeilge, agus aiseanna oideachais agus cultuir a neartt. Tugtar tacaiocht freisin go
mor mhor le husaid agus laithreacht amhairc na teanga agus na hoidhreachta a bhaineann leis an
teanga a mhéadu sa phobal agus i gcursai gno. Tacaionn an chathair le roinnt institiidi séisialta
agus culturtha, cosuil le Taibhdhearc na Gaillimhe, Gaillimh le Gaeilge agus Aras na nGael, a
ghlacann le rdl ceannais 1 gcur chun cinn cultirtha na teanga sa chathair.

T4 stadas Gaeltachta ag beagnach leath den chathair, ar bhonn achair, agus tugadh le fios
sa daonaireambh is deireanai a rinneadh ar an gcathair iomlan in 2016 gur mhaigh 41% den da-
onra gur féidir leo an Ghaeilge a labhairt. Tagann laghdi mor air seo, afach, nuair a dhéantar
¢ a chainniochtu i leith an mhéid daoine a labhraionn an teanga gach 14 lasmuigh den choéras
oideachais. Nuair a aithnitear gur féidir an teanga a usaid go pointe airithe mar theanga phobail
no instititide sa chathair, aithnitear go f6ill go n-usaidtear € i roinnt lionrai sdéisialta, sa pho-
bal agus in institinidi oideachais. Feidhmionn an chathair mar ionad seirbhise tacaiochta don
cheantar Gaeltachta nios fairsinge i gContae na Gaillimhe. Aithnitear freisin go bhfuil an te-
anga mar chuid larnach d’oidhreacht chulturtha na cathrach, go dtugann a saoranaigh tacaiocht
thabhrach di agus go dtugann an chombhairle cathrach tas aite do gach tacaiocht indéanta a thab-
hairt chun an oidhreacht seo, an pobal Gaeltachta agus an pobal cainteoiri Gaeilge gaolmhara
lasmuigh de theorainneacha na Gaeltachta a chothu.
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Ta beartas ar leith i bPlean Forbartha na Cathrach 2017— 2023 reatha agus sa dréachtphlean
forbartha cathrach 2023-29 a bheidh ar aon dul leis an gcuspoéir éigeantach sa reachtaiocht
phleandla a iarrann ar Uidarais aitiula cuspoiri a chur san direamh ar mhaithe le:

.... oidhreacht theangeolaioch agus chultiurtha na Gaeltachta a chosaint, an Ghaeilge a
chur chun cinn san direamh mar theanga an phobail, nuair atd Gaeltacht i limistéar an phlean
forbartha.

Aithnitear i bPlean Forbartha na Cathrach 2017-2023 oidhreacht uathuil chulturtha agus the-
angeolaioch na Gaeltachta, tdbhacht nios fairsinge na teanga agus luach gaolmhar an chultuir
agus na hoidhreachta don chathair agus do na ceantair sa chathair atd san aireamh agus lon-
naithe lasmuigh de theorainn na Gaeltachta.

Tagraim anois do mhir 7.22 faoin teideal datheangach i bPlean Forbartha na Cathrach 2017-
2023. Baintear usdid as an nGaeilge ar bhonn laethil sa chathair. T4 stddas Gaeltachta ag cuid
mhor den chathair agus is ionad seirbhise an chathair do Ghaeltacht Chonamara. T4 daonra
48,907 duine i nGaeltacht Chonamara agus is ionann sin agus 48.5% de dhaonra iomléan na
nGaeltachtai sa Stat. Conaionn tuairim is 15,300 duine den daonra sin i mbruachbhailte na
cathrach. Sa daonaireamh in 2011, i measc chathracha an Stait, bhi an rata is airde de Ghaeil-
geoiri 1 gcathair na Gaillimhe, 44.2%, agus is ann a bhi an sciar is m6 den daonra a labhair
Gaeilge gach 1a: 3.3%. Maidir leis seo, ta rol tosaiochta ag eagraiochtai amhail Gaillimh le
Gaeilge, Taibhdhearc na Gaillimhe, Ollscoil na hEireann, Gaillimh, Aras na Gaeilge, TG4 agus
Aras na nGael i gcur chun cinn na teanga sa chathair. Féadfaidh an plean forbartha tact le so-
lathar Gsaide talin agus an ghné spastil a bhaineann le cothti agus cosaint oidhreacht chultirtha
na Gaeltachta.

.....

datheangach na cathrach a dhaingniq, lena n-airitear aidhmeanna Ghaillimh le Gaeilge d’thonn
an stadas oifigitil priomhchathair dhatheangach na hEireann a bhaint amach. Cuideoidh tionsc-
naimh na comhairle le baint amach na haidhme seo, mar shampla, boéithre nua, logainmneacha
aiteanna conaithe agus comharthaiocht ar aghaidheanna siopa agus forbairt trachtala a ainmnit
tri Ghaeilge.

Luafaidh mé beartas 7.3 anois, lena n-airitear oidhreacht shaintréitheach chultirtha agus
theangeolaioch Ghaeltachta na cathrach a chosaint agus a chur chun cinn; tsaid na Gaeilge agus
na comharthaiochta datheangai a spreagadh i gcursai trachtala agus san thearann poibli; usaid
na Gaeilge a chur chun cinn de réir mar atd forbairti nua, boithre nua agus pairceanna nua &
n-ainmniu; €ascu a dhéanamh ar thorbairt bonneagair, a thacaionn le cur chun cinn oidhreacht
chultartha agus theangeolaioch na cathrach, més iomchui; agus go bhféachfaidh an chomhairle
le limistéar pleanala teanga Gaeltachta a shainit sa chathair. Murab ionann agus formhor na
gceantar eile a bhfuil stadas Gaeltachta acu, udaras ar leith uirbeach até sa chathair ina meallann
na tailte go I1€ir cuspoéir ar leith um chriosu tsdide talin. Ta roinnt criost ann a thacaionn le
forbairt conaithe a fhorbairt. Baintear lathair agus méid na dtailte criosaithe agus an tacaiocht
ghaolmhar a shonraitear sa straitéis lonnaiochta amach tar éis treoir beartais naisitinta agus ré-
igitinach 1 gcomhar le straitéis tithiochta ar leith chathair na Gaillimhe a ullmhta. Murab ionann
agus udarais aitiala tuaithe Gaeltachta, nil aon chuspdiri ar leith ann maidir le srian a chur ar
cheantair airithe chun riachtanais tithiochta iad siad a bhfuil innitlacht laidir acu sa Ghaeilge
a €ascu agus nuair is g measunachtai tionchair theangeolaioch a dhéanamh. Ina ionad sin,
spreagtar tithiocht a fhorbairt ar an gcriost abhartha um usaid talin, nuair a shainitear ¢ sin ar
mhaithe le pleandil cheart agus forbairt inbhuanaithe. Déantar solathar do na cuspdiri tithiochta
siud 1 gceantair chui na Gaeltachta agus 1 gceantair neamh-Ghaeltachta na cathrach. Ta tithiocht
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a thoilitear sa da cheantar seo sasta glacadh leis an ngnathbhealach solathair do chéch, iad siud
san aireamh ar cainteoiri Gaeilge iad agus iad sitd nach cainteoiri Gaeilge iad.

Cuirtear tacaiocht bheartais dhearfach san aireamh freisin 1 ndréachtphlean forbartha cha-

thair na Gaillimhe 2023-29 chun cosaint oidhreacht theangeolaioch agus chultartha na Gael-
tachta agus chothromaiocht na cathrach mar chathair dhatheangach a chotht agus a nearta.
Luaitear i mir 7.4 de dhréachtphlean forbartha na cathrach:

T4 an Ghaeilge mar chuid chomh larnach sin de chultir, oidhreacht agus féiniulacht
na cathrach. Té stddas Gaeltachta ag beagnach leath den chathair agus tugadh le fios i
ndaonaireamh 2016 gur mhaigh 41% den daonra gur féidir leo an Ghaeilge a labhairt. Ta
pobail i gCnoc na Cathrach, Mionlach agus an Caislean Gearr i nGaeltacht na cathrach. Is
i Gaeltacht na Gaillimhe (Gaeltacht Chonamara) an ceantar Gaeltachta is mo sa tir agus
is ionann ¢ agus 50.8% de dhaonra iomlan na Gaeltachta. Baile Seirbhise Gaeltachta ai-
nmnithe i an chathair faoi Acht na Gaeltachta, 2012 ina n-aithnitear an r6l tdbhachtach a
ghlacann sé 1 dtaobh tacu leis an bpobal Gaeltachta tri sheirbhisi poibli agus féilliocht agus
conldisti soisialta agus trachtala a sholathar. Mar chuid d’ainmnit na cathrach mar Bhaile
Seirbhise Gaeltachta, ceadaiodh plean Gaeilge, Plean Teanga Chathair na Gaillimhe 2020-
2026, ar leibhéal Aire. Ta an Ghaeilge mar chuid larnach den bheatha sa chathair agus
glacann eagraiochtai cosuil le Taibhdhearc na Gaillimhe, OEG, Gaillimh le Gaeilge agus
Aras na nGael, Raidi6 na Gaeltachta agus TG4 le ol ceannais i gcur chun cinn cultartha na
teanga sa chathair mar chéad chathair dhatheangach na hEireann, a ainmniodh in 2016. Ta
dha limistéar pleandla teanga sa chathair, Oirthear Chathair na Gaillimhe agus an limistéar
thiar ag Cnoc na Cathrach, cuid de limistéar pleanéla teanga Bhearna-Chnoc na Cathrach.
T4 mar aidhm ag pleananna teanga a ullmhaitear do na limistéir seo tacu le htisaid laethuil
na Gaeilge tri bhearta lena hasaid, oideachas agus suiomhanna soéisialta, gn6 agus poibli a
chur chun cinn agus a neartt.

Aithnionn an Chombhairle gur sécmhainn oidhreachta culturtha i an Ghaeilge agus lean-
faidh si ag tact le tionscnaimh le stddas datheangach na cathrach a nearti. Déanann an
Plean oidhreacht theangeolaioch agus chultirtha na Gaeltachta a chur chun cinn agus a cho-
saint agus tacaionn s¢ le cur i bhfeidhm na bpleananna teanga sa chathair agus leanann sé
le comhthathu tséid na Gaeilge a chur i bhfeidhm tri bhoéithre nua, logainmneacha iteanna
coOnaithe agus comharthaiocht ar aghaidheanna siopa agus forbairt trachtala a ainmnit.

Luann alt 7.4, Cathair Dhatheangach:

1. Oidhreacht shaintréitheach chulturtha agus theangeolaioch na cathrach a chosaint agus
a chur chun cinn agus leanuint ag tacu le stddas na Gaillimhe mar Chathair Dhatheangach
agus tabhacht na Gaeilge mar acmhainn chulturtha, phobail agus gheilleagrach a aithint.

2. Usaid na Gaeilge a chur chun cinn de réir mar ata forbairti conaithe, béithre poibli
agus pairceanna nua 4 n-ainmnit agus a spreagadh go n-usdidtear comharthaiocht Ghaeilge/
dhatheangach san thearann trachtala agus poibli.

3. Tacu le agus éasct a dhéanamh ar thorbairt bonneagair, a chuireann oidhreacht chul-
turtha agus theangeolaioch na cathrach chun cinn, mas iomchui.

4. Tact le cur 1 bhfeidhm Phlean Teanga Chathair na Gaillimhe 2020-2026 agus ainmnit
na cathrach mar Bhaile Seirbhise Gaeltachta.

Airitear léarscaileanna i ndréachtphlean forbartha chathair na Gaillimhe chun na codanna
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sin den chathair lena mbaineann stddas Gaeltachta a aibhsiu agus aitheantas a thabhairt
doibh. Tugtar aitheantas sa dréachtphlean freisin d’ainmnit na cathrach le déanai mar bhaile
seirbhise Gaeltachta. Aithnitear ann freisin plean teanga chathair na Gaillimhe 2020-2, arna
thaomhadh le déanai agus a léirionn go bhfuil cathair na Gaillimhe rithabhachtach mar bhaile
seirbhise Gaeltachta i bhfianaise a cli sheanbhunaithe 6 thaobh na Gaeilge de, agus a suiomh
in aice leis an gceantar Gaeltachta is mo agus is laidre sa tir. Tathar tar éis leantint ar aghaidh
i ndréachtphlean forbartha na cathrach ag cur leis na beartais arna leagan amach sa phlean
reatha, agus luaitear sa dréachtphlean go dtabharfar tacaiocht don phlean teanga a foilsiodh le
déanai, agus d’ainmnitl na cathrach mar bhaile seirbhise Gaeltachta.

Déantar forail sa phlean reatha agus sa dréachtphlean araon do réimse beartas agus cuspoiri
a thacaionn le seirbhisi agus bonneagar, lena n-airitear cursai iompair, cursai oideachas, ctrsai
cultuir, cursai sldinte, clrsai trachtala agus ctrsai dineasa. T4 na beartais agus na cuspoiri sin
den scala iomchui chun freastal a dhéanamh ar limistéar atd nios mo6 né an chathair féin agus
chun tact le hinmharthanacht mhorcheantar Ghaeltacht na Gaillimhe.

Maidir le cultar, is 1€ir 6n bplean forbartha iontach agus 6n dréachtphlean forbartha araon
go bhféachtar ar mhuintir agus ar chultar na Gaillimhe mar chuid larnach d’fhéiniulacht na
cathrach agus mar cheann de na laidreachtai is m6 a bhaineann 1€i. Meastar go gcuireann
oidhreacht shaibhir na cathrach 6 thaobh cultuir agus teanga de, chomh maith le saol beo briom-
har na cruthaitheachta, go mor leis an timpeallacht mhaireachtala ar leith do chénaitheoiri agus
leis an timpeallacht fhailteach spreagtiil a mheallann cuairteoiri chun na cathrach freisin. Go
ginearalta, tugtar aitheantas sna beartais d’théiniulacht chultirtha laidir agus uathuil na cath-
rach agus aithnitear go bhfuil leagaid na Gaeilge ina gné larnach den fhéiniulacht sin. Ta
tacaiocht beartais ag an bplean forbartha chun leathnti agus forbairt thionscail chultartha, thion-
scail ealaiona agus thionscail chruthaitheachta na cathrach a spreagadh, agus chun oidhreacht
teangeolaiochta na cathrach a neartu freisin.

Tugann an plean tacaiocht aitheanta chun pleananna tanaisteacha eile amhail Everybody
Matters: Creatstraitéis um Inbhuanaitheacht Chultair do Ghaillimh 2016-25, plean oidhreachta
chathair na Gaillimhe, plean ealaiona chathair na Gaillimhe agus na cldir ealaiona ghaolmhara a
chur chun cinn. T4 gach ceann de na pleananna sin tiomanta d’oidhreacht agus luach teangeo-
laioch na Gaeilge a chur chun cinn i gcomhthéacs cultir a dhéanann uséid phobail agus soéisialta
na teanga a chur chun cinn tuilleadh.

Maidir leis an ngeilleagar, aithnionn plean forbartha na cathrach an luach eacnamaioch a
bhaineann leis an teanga agus leis an gcultlr teangeolaioch gaolmhar mar a shainaithnitear sna
beartais sin ata sa phlean a bhaineann leis an gcultir oidhreachta agus turasoireachta. Léiritear
iad 1 roinnt bealai éagsula lena n-airitear an focal labhartha, sa litriocht, i sécmhainni abhartha
agus sa cheol, agus déantar iad a chomhthathu freisin i1 bhféilire bliantfil na bhféilte. Tugann
plean forbartha na cathrach tacaiocht beartais freisin don phlean ititiil eacnamaiochta agus
pobail, LECP, a bhfuil s¢ mar aidhm aige na buntdisti geilleagracha, cultirtha agus soisialta a
bhaineann le huséid na Gaeilge a chaomhnt agus a chinntiu.

Maidir le hoidhreacht thogtha, anuas air sin, airitear i bplean forbartha na cathrach beartais
maidir le foirgnimh, struchtiir agus limistéir chaomhantais ailtireachta a chosaint. Is léiria
direach ar an nGaeilge agus ar an oidhreacht theangeolaioch iad cuid de na struchtiir seo.
Baineann siad go ginearalta freisin le hoidhreacht chultirtha na Gaeltachta, mar shampla, an
dealbh de Phadraic O Conaire agus an teach inar saolaiodh ¢, agus an dealbh de huicéir na
Gaillimhe. T4 eagraiochtai a chuireann an Ghaeilge chun cinn lonnaithe i struchtuir eile ata
faoi chosaint amhail Aras na nGael agus Taibhdhearc na Gaillimhe, agus tri na foirgnimh seo a
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chosaint, cinntitear go bhfuil arais chosanta stairitila oiriinacha ag na heagraiochtai seo.

Déanann plean forbartha na cathrach caomhnt na struchtur go 1€ir ata faoi chosaint a chur
chun cinn tri bheartais tacaiochta. Tugann sé spreagadh do dhaoine agus eagraiochtai iarratais
a dhéanamh ar dheontais ionchasacha chun oibreacha caomhnaithe gaolmhara a dhéanamh. Go
hairithe 1 gcomhthéacs na hoidhreachta teangeolaiche, airiodh leis na deontais seo i mbliana
agus anuraidh maoiniti a bhain go sonrach le haghaidheanna siopa stairiala Gaeilge a chaomhnu.

Ceadaitear sa bheartas i bplean forbartha na cathrach go leanfar ar aghaidh leis an gcleach-
tas seanbhunaithe a bhaineann le hainmneacha Gaeilge amhdin a chur ar thorbairti conaithe
nua, beag beann ar an ait a bhfuil siad lonnaithe, mar shampla, i gceantar Gaeltachta na cathrach
n6 taobh amuigh de sin. Airitear an méid seo a leanas sa bheartas sonrach sin: cur chun cinn a
dhéanamh ar usaid na Gaeilge agus forbairti conaithe nua agus boithre agus pairceanna poibli
4 n-ainmniu.

Ceadaionn an beartas seo do Chomhairle Cathrach na Gaillimhe coinniollacha a chur le deo-
nuithe ceada le haghaidh forbairti conaithe. Da réir sin, déanann sé seo an coiste logainmneacha,
ar a bhfuil ionadaithe ¢ eagraiochtai éagstla ar fud na cathrach a mbaineann culra agus saine-
olas éagsuil leo, a éascli ainmneacha Gaeilge a leagan ar thorbairti tithiochta.

Déantar forail freisin 1 mbeartas phlean forbartha na cathrach ar chomharthaiocht dhathe-
angach a chur chun cinn laistigh d’fhorbairti trachtdla. Meastar go gcabhraionn an dé bheartas
seo sa phlean forbartha chun an Ghaeilge a choinnedil, a nearti agus a normalu sa chathair ar
fad agus an teanga a dhéanamh nios feicealai tri chomharthaiocht Ghaeilge a usaid.

Déantar forail i bplean forbartha na cathrach do bheartais tacaiochta le haghaidh saoraidi
oideachais uile. Baineadh tairbhe as an mbeartas airithe seo 6 thaobh Gaelscoileanna a sho-
lathar sa chathair. Chuir an plean forbartha roimhe seo talamh i gCnoc na Cathrach in airithe
go sonrach le haghaidh meéanscoile. Ina dhiaidh sin, d’éascaigh an beartas seo an talamh a fthail
trid an bproiseas um ordu ceannaigh €igeantaigh agus ar deireadh thiar thall, chabhraigh sé
chun suiomh buan a fhail le haghaidh Choldiste na Coiribe, lena n-airitear talamh 4ineasa agus
fontais in aice laimhe a chriost agus a sholathar i gceantar Gaeltachta na cathrach.

D’éascaigh an plean freisin leis an mbunscoil Gaelscoil Mhic Amhlaigh a thogail ar shuiomh
bunaidh na scoile ar Bhothar na Ceapai. Bhi beartas an phlean, in éineacht le hidirbheartaiocht
dhireach oifigigh na rannoige pleanala, rithabhachtach 6 thaobh suiomh moér nua a fhail. Ath-
lonnaiodh an scoil chuig an suiomh nua seo a thug deis thais di, mar aon le foirgneamh buan
réamhscoile ar leithligh. D’éascaigh an ranndg phleandla an thorbairt seo tuilleadh tri thacu le
beartas an phlean forbartha agus tri phroiseas saraithe dbhartha a mholadh chun an scoil airithe
seo a chead. Cé go bhfuil an scoil suite lasmuigh de theorainn Ghaeltachta na cathrach anois,
tugtar aitheantas i mbeartas an phlean don tiomantas do chathair dhatheangach agus do na bun-
taisti a thugann tacaiocht beartais do thumadh sa teanga trid an oideachas.

Déantar forail i bplean forbartha na cathrach freisin do thacaiocht beartais chun leathnu
inbhuanaithe Ollscoil na hEireann, Gaillimh, a cheadt, ag tarraingt airde ar thiomantas uathuil
Ollscoil na hEireann, Gaillimh, d’oideachas a chur ar fil tri mhean na Gaeilge agus ar aidhm
na hollscoile freastal a dhéanamh ar an nGaeltacht agus ar phobal na Gaeilge, agus campas
datheangach a chruthu.

Mar a léiritear san aighneacht seo, td beartais an phlean leagtha amach chun uséid agus
infheictheacht laethuil na Gaeilge a choinnedil, a neartti agus a mhéadu agus chun cosaint a
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dhéanamh ar an oidhreacht chulturtha a bhaineann le stddas Gaeltachta na cathrach agus ar
chdil na cathrach mar chathair dhatheangach. Anuas air sin, comhlionann an ranndg phleanéla
a dualgais ar fad de bhun Acht na dTeangacha Oifigitla, 2003 agus 1 gcomhréir le scéim teanga
Comhairle Cathrach na Gaillimhe, agus foilseofar leagan Gaeilge den phlean freisin.

Chairman: Casfaidh mé ar na Teachtai ata linn. Ta an Teachta Calleary tar €is teacht
isteach agus feicim ainmneacha an Teachta O Cathasaigh agus an Seanadéra O Donnghaile. Nil
ach an Teachta Calleary agus an Seanadéir O Donnghaile le feiceail. Ma ta ceist né raiteas ag
ceachtar acu, iarraim orthu gabhail ar aghaidh.

Deputy Dara Calleary: Gabhaim buiochas le hAilish Bhreathnach agus gach duine 6
Chombhairle Cathrach na Gaillimhe. Bhi sonrai moéra aici. Is i Gaillimh priomhchathair na
Gaeltachta agus na Gaeilge. T4 dushlan mor roimh an gcomhairle an Ghaeilge a spreagadh
agus na daoine le Gaeilge atd ag iarraidh a bheith ina gconai agus ag fanacht i nGaillimh a
chuidiu le cursai pleanala. D4 mba rud ¢ go raibh Ailish Bhreathnach ina hAire cad é a n-ath-
rodh si sna clrsai pleanala agus dlithe pleanéla chun an Ghaeilge agus an Ghaeltacht i gcathair
na Gaillimhe a shabhail agus a thorbairt? Cad a dhéanfadh si chun cuidit le daoine nach bh-
fuil an t-airgead acu tithe a cheannach n6 a fhail ar cios n6 a bheith lonnaithe i nGaillimh faoi
lathair? Ta mé ag caint faoi dhaoine le Gaeilge nach bhfuil seans acu conai a bheith orthu 1
bpriomhchathair na Gaeilge agus na Gaeltachta.

Cad iad na cumhachtai breise ar miste 1éi 1 gcathair na Gaillimhe chun rudai a dhéanamh
nios fearr? T4 mé ag ceapadh go bhfuil a 1an rudai ar sidl aici amhail straitéis, cultir agus gach
rud ach ni oibrionn aon rud costil leis sin mura bhfuil daoine in ann a bheith ina gconai n4 tithe
a fhail sa chathair, n4 a gclanna a thogail, dul ar scoil na husaid a bhaint as na seirbhisi.

Is rud maith € cursai cultuir, gno, siopadoireachta agus turasoireachta a chur chun cinn. Ta
s¢ go hiontach le haghaidh na turasdireachta agus na gcuairteoiri. Cad faoi mhuintir na Gail-
limhe agus mhuintir chathair na Gaillimhe, afach? Cad iad na hathruithe? Is € sin an jab ata
ag an gcoiste seo. Caithfimid ctrsai a athri chun cuidit a chur ar dhaoine le Gaeilge agus a
bhaineann tsaid as an nGaeilge a bheith ina gconai agus sna cathracha sa tir seo.

Chairman: An bhfuil duine ¢éigin 6n ngripa ag iarraidh freagra a thabhairt air sin?

Ms Ailish Bhreathnach: Ni mise an duine is ¢ifeachtai le freagra a thabhairt ar an gceist
sin. Cuirfidh mé an cheist ar aghaidh go dti mo chomhghleacai, Caroline Phelan.

Ms Caroline Phelan: The housing issue is incredibly sensitive and the challenge with hous-
ing is universal, irrespective of one’s linguistic capacity, and that is an issue. We have a unique
position with regard to the Gaeltacht in that we are an urban authority and do not have legisla-
tive discretion to ring-fence specific areas, housing or aspects such as that, specifically for Irish
speakers, because we would be challenged with other groups which would claim a right to live
in the city and be cross-subsidised in that manner as well.

We alluded to the aspect on land use. We provide for land-use zoning for housing and it is
open for all. It is not a case of what one would have in a rural area where there are restrictive
policies on housing. That may be a challenge for Irish speakers in the Gaeltacht, because of the
limitations and restrictive policies by virtue of which there are few opportunities for acquiring
housing.

If Deputy Calleary is asking about our ideas on expanding the language in a social, educa-
tion and community context, we suggest we continue what we are doing, which we do quite
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well, especially with regard to the educational institutes. We enabled both Gaelscoil Mhic
Ambhlaigh and Colaiste na Coiribe to find schools and good sites that accommodate a school
population of up to 650, in the case of Colaiste na Coiribe, and the same with Gaelscoil Mhic
Ambhlaigh in terms of allowing for the extension of that school. We went further than we would
have on a lot of occasions in the sense that we went as far as the material contravention process,
which is over and above the standard planning consent process. That school is not actually
located in the Gaeltacht. It is located outside of it but it has a catchment area in the Gaeltacht,
so that is a recognition of the bilingual aspect.

We would welcome more grants and an increase in the number of grants available for pro-
tected structures and things that truly reflect the cultural aspect of the city. We have 700 pro-
tected structures in the city but the number of conservation grants we get for their maintenance
is quite limited.

I think we are doing a very good job with the placenames’ committee of the council, on
which our colleague Ms Coleman sits. That endeavour has been going on since 1992 and would
have spearheaded other such initiatives throughout the country. As a result of that, 90% of
residential developments within the city have an address solely in Irish. That is commendable
from the planning side as well.

We are doing the maximum we can within the body of the land use plan but there are limita-
tions. We go outside that with regard to our partnership with Gaillimh le Gaeilge in particular,
and many sections in the council, including our own, have very good relationships with Gail-
limh le Gaeilge. The city council itself subsidises elements of that organisation, and as a result
of the recent plan, it has now attracted a significant amount of money to engineer its actions.
What we can do with respect to that is enable it as much as possible through the planning pro-
cess. In the city there are mediums for sustaining and encouraging the extension of the lan-
guage, including cultural and educational aspects, as well as through the community element
with regard to provision of facilities or subsidies so they can sustain themselves.

With regard to institutions such as Aras na nGael and An Taibhdhearc and maintaining their
existing buildings, it is great they have buildings with historic status as it sends a message about
the cultural aspect and are in appropriate locations. However, they need to be modernised and
brought up to standard with regard to digital communication and the capacity to teach Irish on
a digital platform. There are other innovative ways technology can accelerate or broaden that
process.

Investment in infrastructure may be an oblique way of supporting the Gaeltacht. This has
been vindicated in the work done by Gaillimh le Gaeilge in its document “The economic ben-
efits associated with the Irish language which accrue to Galway City and to the Galway Gael-
tacht”. That demonstrates that a lot of the services and infrastructure, particularly with regard
to transport, which would allow people to have a reasonable, sociable commute to the city and
do whatever business they like, are a regional provision. Many of the services we provide
cannot be provided in a lower density population, but if people can access them quickly and
if they are housed in appropriate institutions, then that of itself would reciprocally sustain the
Gaeltacht area and allow people the liberty to live within either the city Gaeltacht or the county
Gaeltacht, which, as has been noted, is the largest Irish-language speaking place in the country.
Other than that I do not have any brilliant ideas, I am afraid.

Deputy Dara Calleary: Labroidh mé as Béarla mar gheall gur bhain Caroline tsaid as. 1
get all that and I get the need for extra grants to protect the 700 structures, but Galway has a
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unique status. Galway is the capital city of the Gaels. It is a regional city but it is also the capi-
tal city of Gaeilge and an Ghaeltacht. It is all very well to encourage and facilitate commuting,
but let us also have the ambition to encourage people who use Irish as their daily language to
live in the city. If Galway City Council led on that, it would give courage to other cities to do
similar. It is all very well to depend on the county Gaeltacht but that faces different planning
challenges, as we have heard from witnesses from the county council. What we as a commit-
tee are trying to do is look at the blockages with regard to the Gaeltacht, Gaeilge and its daily
usage. Planning has been identified as one of those blockages. We need the city council of the
capital of our Gaeltacht region to be ambitious and push the boat out to facilitate, encourage
and go the extra mile. I know it has done that with Coldiste na Coiribe and other educational
projects, but let us go over and above that to allow people who use Gaeilge as their daily lan-
guage of choice to live in the city. Let us go over and above and push the boat out to be the city
council that wants a predominantly Irish-speaking city. Of course, every other culture would
be part of that as well.

How many planners on the city council have Irish and use it as their daily language when
engaging with potential clients?

Ms Caroline Phelan: We can all have ambitions, but does the Deputy have any ideas as to
how those ambitions can be delivered from a legislative or constitutional point of view? We
have to remember the city is the most multicultural location in the country, so I do not know
how we could do that constitutionally with regard to housing, for example. We are open to
ideas and it is the Legislature that would make the provision for that.

Deputy Dara Calleary: We are looking for ideas too. That is the work this committee is
doing. The witnesses are the ones dealing with this issue day to day. They are engaging with
developers in the case of the city council, and their colleagues in the county authority are deal-
ing with potential homeowners and so on. Based on their day-to-day interactions as planners,
if they have the ambition to do this, they must have ideas as well. I am sure the Chairman and
the clerk will facilitate them forwarding those ideas to us in writing.

Ms Caroline Phelan: All our documentation is translated into Irish. We have an e-portal
site that the draft plan will be on. It is the first time we have used an e-portal and we use dual
language in that regard. If anyone wants to avail of services or conduct their business in Irish,
we have that capacity and that facility. We also receive applications in Irish and responses and
decisions are given in Irish. I am not saying that is tokenistic but it is done on that basis. Gal-
way city is embedded as a bilingual city and it is not unusual for us to hear that in a commercial
capacity. There is a certain pride with regard to it. That is outside a planning context but we
labour to get it more there in the visual aspect. That is very important. We want to normalise it,
as we said in our documentation. People being able to respond as to where they live geographi-
cally with an Irish address is a very strong overture which has been achieved through language
planning. There is a lot of co-operation based on that with regard to work with NUI Galway
and Gaillimh le Gaeilge. It is about taking up more of the language, heritage and the embedded
historical legacies from those geographical areas as well.

Ms Ailish Bhreathnach: T4 plean teanga chathair na Gaillimhe ¢ thas an phrdisis nuair a
rinneadh baile seirbhise Gaeltachta de chathair na Gaillimhe. Bhi rél larnach ag an gcomhairle
cathrach ag tus an phroéisis maidir le coisti agus fochoisti a cheapadh agus maidir le cur chuige.
Ansin bhi baint mhor againn maidir leis an tairiscint a cuireadh amach a bhuaigh Ollscoil na
hEireann Gaillimh ar deireadh maidir le plean teanga a chur le chéile. Is é Gaillimh le Gaeilge
an ceanneagraiocht agus is i gcombhair leis ata muidne ag obair maidir leis an bplean teanga sin
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a chur chun cinn. Faoi lathair tdimid ag fanacht maidir le oifigeach pleanéla teanga a cheapadh
agus ta an proiseas sin ar bun chomh maith. Beidh baint larnach againne maidir le proiseas
ceapachdin an oifigigh Gaeilge chomh maith.

Chairman: Ni theicim €inne eile ar an scailean go f6ill ach tabharfaidh mé deis doibh nuair
a thagann siad isteach. T4 ceisteanna agam féin mar gheall ar an méid ata raite ag na finnéithe
agus mar gheall ar phleanail Ghaeltachta i gcoitinne. I dtas bdire, ta aitheantas ag dul chuig an
gcomhairle as an sarobair atd déanta aici maidir leis an nGaeilge. Duirt na finnéithe go bhfuil
41% den phobal ag ra gur féidir leo Gaeilge a labhairt. Ni ga gur sin an dream ata ag labhairt
na Gaeilge ach ar a laghad is caighdean agus céatadan i bhfad Eireann nios mé né ceantair eile
¢ sin. Ta aitheantas ag dul chuig an gcombhairle as an réimse tograi Gaeilge agus bainteach leis
an nGaeilge ata si ag tact leo. Nuair a bhi mé i1 nGaillimh, thug mé faoi deara go bhfuil an
Ghaeilge i bhfad Eireann nios sofheicthe na mar a bhiodh ag amanna difriula, agus ta sin go
maith. Is léiriu € sin ar an bpriomhrol atd ag cathair na Gaillimhe mar chathair na Gaeltachta,
agus sin an tsli a théachann daoine uirthi.

Leis sin ar fad raite, ta creimeadh de shior ag tarlu ar na ceantair Ghaeltachta até sa chathair.
Nil a fhios agam go direach cé mhéad local electoral districts, LEDs, ata ag cathair na Gaillimhe
ag an staid seo ata sa Ghaeltacht. Is iadsan go hairithe atd muidne ag diriu orthu mar choiste
toisc go bhfuil fadhbanna, ni hamhdin i gcathair na Gaillimhe but sa Ghaeltacht i gcoitinne,
maidir le tithiocht a thogail ann gan aon choinnioll inniulachta ar Ghaeilge leagtha sios 6 thaobh
siud atd ag ceannach na tithe sin n6 ag conai sna tithe sin. I sli amhdin is sort cop-out € nuair
a deirtear gur udaras uirbeach ¢ an comhairle agus da réir nil aon dualgais ar leith air maidir le
tithiocht Gaeltachta. A mhalairt de thuairim atd agamsa. Beidh an tAire Stdit os comhair na
coiste seo 1 gceann seachtaine no coicise agus cuirfimid an cheist go direach air. Té suil agam
go bhfuil sé chun treoirlinte a chur amach maidir le tithiocht Gaeltachta roimh dheireadh na
miosa agus beidh muidne ag cur ceisteanna air maidir leis an rol atd ag cathair na Gaillimhe
anseo mar ta dioma ormsa nach bhfuil aon chuspdiri ar leith leagtha sios maidir leis an gcathair
agus tithiocht Gaeltachta.

T4 an dréachtphlean 4 thorbairt ag an gcomhairle. Cé chomh fada eile is a bheidh sé sin mar
dhréacht agus cén bhealach gur féidir leis an ngnathphobal, n6 linne, n6 an leis an Aire Stait
¢ileamh a chur isteach go mbeadh aitheantas ceart 6 thaobh pleandil tithiochta sa phlean até ag
teacht? T4 sé luaite ag na finnéithe go n-aithnionn an léarscail sa dréachtphlean na codanna sin
den chathair a bhaineann le stadas Gaeltachta. T4 aitheantas ann ach nil aon dualgas ar leith,
go bhfios dom na gur léirigh na finnéithe, maidir le tithiocht leagtha sios ann go dti seo. Mas
dréacht ¢ is féidir athrii a dhéanambh air sin agus déanamh cinnte de go mbeadh polasai ¢éigin
ag teacht. Fagfaidh mé mar sin é. B’fhéidir go mbeidh comhaltai eile ag iarraidh ceisteanna a
chur agus is féidir liom teacht ar ais. An féidir le Ailish, Caroline n6 duine éigin eile freagra a
thabhairt ar na ceisteanna a chuir mé?

Ms Caroline Phelan: I resent the terms “cop-out” and “not responsible” that have been
used with regard to the development plan. There is no legal capacity on restricting housing for
a special class of person, as there is in other areas. Lands are zoned for housing predicated on a
national direction under the national framework plan and not the regional spatial and economic
strategy, RSES. That is how urban plans are done. There could be an argument that 10% of our
population are persons with disability as well. We have overtures from various persons making
justifications about their right to housing, but there is a difference in an urban area and we are
doing our best when it comes to land use. The other point to remember is that not all of those
areas in the Gaeltacht are zoned for housing either and a lot of them are quite sensitive in terms
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of the environment. The geographical spread they have would attract other types of zoning,
particularly if they are adjacent to areas of conservation etc.

The draft plan is due to go on public display by the end of the month. It will be out for ten
weeks for anybody to make a submission, either written, on the portal or whichever way suits
them. There will also be capacity to have an outreach and public consultation process, if it is
possible with Covid. When we do that in the Gaeltacht, we do it bilingually. Knocknacarra
Community Centre is usually our outreach place for that side of town. Submissions can be
made for ten weeks and then it will be back to the members of the council to deliberate on it. If
they have any other changes, those changes go back on public display. The plan will be adopted
towards the end of the year, but at the moment there is a ten-week period for anybody to make
a submission.

Chairman: Feicim go bhfuil an Teachta Mairéad Farrell ar ais linn. Ar mbhaith 1éi ctpla
ceist a chur?

Deputy Mairéad Farrell: T4 na cloigini ag dul direach agus mé ag labhairt. Mar sin ta suil
agam go mbeidh gach duine in ann mé a chloistedil. Ar an gcéad dul sios, gabhaim buiochas
leis na finnéithe agus is deas an rud ¢ iad a theiceail. Is deas an rud ¢ seomra na comhairle a
theicedil freisin. Ta cupla ceist agam ar dtis agus ansin tiocfaidh mé ar ais chuig na ceisteanna
eile atd agam.

Tagraim do phointe 7.4.2, Cathair Dhatheangach, ar leathanach 4 den raiteas tosaigh. Maitear
ansin, “Uséid na Gaeilge a chur chun cinn de réir mar ata forbairti conaithe, boithre poibli agus
pairceanna nua a n-ainmniu agus a spreagadh go n-usaidtear comharthaiocht Ghaeilge/dhathe-
angach san thearann trachtala agus poibli.” Cén chineal monatoireachta a dhéantar air sin? Cén
bhealach a bhreathnaionn an combhairle air sin agus cén bhealach a dhéanann si monatoireacht
chun déanamh cinnte de go bhfuil s¢ sin ag tarlu?

I bpointe 7.4.3 maitear, “Tact le agus éascu a dhéanambh ar fhorbairt bonneagair, a chuireann
oidhreacht chultartha agus theangeolaioch na cathrach chun cinn, mas iomchui.” An féidir leis
na finnéithe samplai de sin a thabhairt dom i gcathair na Gaillimhe faoi lathair né sna pleananna
atd ag an gcomhairle? Sin an chéad dha cheist uaim.

Ms Caroline Phelan: My colleague wants to come in on the last question.

Ms Helen Coleman: I will add to Ms Phelan’s point on what we can and cannot put into
the development plan. We are quite restricted. We have the national planning framework, NPF
and the regional spatial and economic strategy, RSES, which is a new national regional spatial
framework and we have to align with the requirements of those frameworks. The development
plan’s policy is largely evolved from those two national and regional frameworks and section
28 guidelines issued by the Government. We have been given significant direction as to what
we can and cannot put into the development plan, but, certainly, if we allocated policy directly
for Irish house inhabitants, we would not be able to do so in the current land-use zoning we
have.

With regard to section 7.4 of the draft city development plan on bilingual cities, which
seeks to “support and facilitate the development of infrastructure”, we would have a two-year
progress report, once the development plan has been adopted, which would outline how we
have met that objective. That could be through our cultural strategy of implementing projects
or we have implementation of our public realm strategy, part of which is promotion of use of
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public realm spaces in the city for various projects. We looked at some of those projects being
for people who are resident in the Gaeltacht and come into the city centre for festivals such as
the arts festival and that those would be Irish or bilingual. It is a range of cultural projects we
would have over the year. We would monitor it through the two-year report on the implementa-
tion of the development plan objectives.

Ms Caroline Phelan: That is it. The function of the development plan is to facilitate and be
a catalyst. Our prime function is not to monitor the usage of the Irish language. It is a shared
role as well. No single body can deliver it and that comes across from publications. It is shared
between education, arts and culture and between Galway city, as a Galway city corporate body,
and even our chamber of commerce. There is a very receptive environment to promote it as
much as possible within that realm, because it is also seen as quite attractive economically. It
gives us a distinctiveness from a tourist viewpoint.

The other point is sustainability. It is not just for function as the Gaeltacht main service
town. It is very important for us to continue and maintain the success and expansion of the city.
One of the main projects, which was brought at a previous meeting attended by my colleagues
Liam Blake and Ailish Bhreathnach, was the cross-party support for projects such as the N6 in
terms of accessibility. That was one of the projects taken out. That is a strategic objective with-
in the development plan. The logic behind that was not to alleviate congestion within the city,
it was also to give access to the greater County Galway as well, and access in both directions.

Having strategic objectives to provide for, we have certain zones for community and infra-
structure as I said, previously, with regard to education. We have policies that promote edu-
cation and especially with regard to NUI Galway. We have a facilitating policy environment
that allows for sustainability, as opposed to the idea of monitoring. The point is about how the
language is sustained and expanded. There is a multiplicity of actions that make that happen
and a multiplicity of challenges with respect to that. It is not the exclusive realm of the land use
plan to do that, but it is the objective of the plan to facilitate and sustain the heritage associated
with it.

As Ms Coleman has referenced, with regard to the environment for facilitating culture and
arts, we deal with events licences for various things such as Macnas, which has an aspect with
regard to Irish culture embedded in it. We facilitate other festivals by providing facilities, as
Ms Coleman said. We provide park and ride infrastructure, etc., for all the festivals that hap-
pen through the year. Many of them are embedded in our own distinctive culture on that basis.

We can measure to some degree, such as the additional visibility of signage that is there
with regard to the Irish language. We can measure that in terms of how many developments are
constructed per year and it is a given that all of them are in the same language. Our colleagues
in Gaillimh le Gaeilge are probably better at the bilingualism and the commercial aspect as well
because not all of it comes within the realm of coming in for planning consent. They can create
an encouraging environment and also have the translation capacity as well.

Deputy Mairéad Farrell: T4 s¢ mar aidhm faoi uimh. 2 de mhir 7.4 ar leathanach 4 “Gséid
na Gaeilge a chur chun cinn”. Tuigim céard atd 4 ra ag Caroline Phelan nach bhfuil gach uile
cheann acu ag dul chuig roinn phleandla na comhairle cathrach agus tuigim an jab at4 a dhé-
anamh ag Gaillimh le Gaeilge. Mura bhfuil an mhonatéireacht sin ag tarlti sa chomhairle cath-
rach, b’fthéidir gurb ¢ an rud ab fhit a dhéanamh chun a chinntitt go bhfuil an Ghaeilge 4 cur
chun cinn. Faoi lathair, ma bhreathnaimid ar chathair na Gaillimhe, feicimid go bhfuil ardu ag
teacht ar lion na ngnolachtai agus mar sin de ata ag Gsaid na Gaeilge ach caithfimid a chinntiti
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go leanann sé sin ar aghaidh. Is ¢ sin an fath go mbeadh sé go maith d4& mbeadh monatoireacht
ag tarla ¢ tharla go bhfuil sé mar aidhm anseo.

Cloisim an méid ata & ra ag Caroline Phelan faoin ollscoil agus mar sin de. Ta suim agam i
nGort na Coiribe agus an ceantar sin ar fad ar dheis nuair ata tu ag dul trasna an droichid. Nach
bhfuil sé sin ar fad sa Ghaeltacht? Bheadh suim agam a thail amach an raibh na finnéithe riamh
1 dteagmbhail leis an ollscoil maidir le hait chonaithe do mhic I¢inn a bheadh 1 nGaeilge. Ta a
thios agam go ndéanann ollscoileanna €éagstla ¢ sin.

T4 an ceart ag na finnéithe leis an méid ata 4 ra acu go bhfuil go leor Gaeilge sa chathair. Ta
s¢ suimiuil an méid ata & ra acu go dtagann laghdu air sin nuair a bhreathnaimid ar an nGaeilge
in Gsaid taobh amuigh den earnail oideachais. Don té a bhionn ag dul 6 cheann go ceann na
cathrach, is beag comhartha a chuireann in 14l go bhfuiltear ag dul isteach n6 amach as an
nGaeltacht. T4 comhartha beag ar Bhothar Chuil Each 100 slat tar éis 6stan Phairc Mhionlaigh
ach ta Bothar Ath Cinn uile, as Dun na Coiribe siar go dti Baile an Dulaigh sa cheantar Gael-
tachta gan chomharthai Gaeilge agus ta an rud céanna fior faoi bhéthar Bhaile an Mhdinin in
iarthar na cathrach. An bhfuil aon tionscnambh ar leith togtha ag an gcomhairle chun teacht i dtir
ar an stadas Gaeltachta sna ceantair sin? Is docha go bhfuil daoine ina gconai i gceantair Ghael-
tachta sa chathair agus b’théidir nach bhfuil a thios acu fit gur ceantar Gaeltachta é. B’théidir
gur cheart breathnu air sin, mar shampla chun bréd agus mar sin a mhuscailt i ndaoine. Deir an
tuairisc maidir leis an chief executive’s opinion, “A socio linguistic review of the development
plan is not proposed and is not a requirement of the legislation which governs the development
plan process.” Ta sé tdbhachtach a aithint go bhfuil na ceantair Ghaeltachta ata taobh istigh
de limistéar na cathrach ar na réigitin Ghaeltachta is laige sa Stat. I nGaeltacht oirthear na
cathrach, mar shampla, nil ach 2.9% den daonra ina gcainteoiri laecthula Gaeilge lasmuigh den
scoil, dar leis an daonaireamh 2016. Sin an figiur is isle sa Stat do limistéar Gaeltachta. Nach
mbeadh athbhreithnit sochtheangeolaiochta an-aisitiil don chombhairle cathrach agus pleananna
a leagan amach leis an meath teanga seo a stopadh?

Ms Caroline Phelan: With respect to the overt nature of signage and so on, that comes
under the Roads Act. Itis a good idea. The plean teanga for cathair na Gaillimhe has just been
adopted and has a lot of actions in it. Ms Bhreathnach will confirm that a specific co-ordinator
is to be appointed for that. The expectation for the land use plan to deliver is broader than its
remit in some ways but I do not think that excuses Galway City Council. Issues are being raised
and we are working in conjunction with Gaillimh le Gaeilge because we are lead partners in that
as well. Many actions come out of that plan and it is much more cross co-ordinated. There is a
bigger focus with regard to what the Deputy is saying about looking at opportunities where the
language can be sustained, expanded and made more visible. We have to respect the fact that
the plan has only recently been adopted and we did not have a great year last year.

The Deputy asked about student accommodation. The most recent accommodation has
been granted under An Bord Pleandla’s strategic housing development, SHD, process but we
still had a role in that. We did not ask for any of that accommodation to be reserved specifi-
cally but maybe that is something that the universities or institutes should take on as part of
their idealism and vision with regard to the Gaeltacht, as opposed to having it come through the
planning process. In that way, it would not be so coercive. In some ways the language plan will
make it a more consensual advancement.

According to the economic study that was done, 91% of people surveyed saw huge benefit
in the Irish language, not just economically. It is also a matter of ownership and willingness.
That exists in the city but it is a cross-partnership thing. Ms Bhreathnach might be more privy

15



CGGPLG

to those aspects of the language plan. Some of the things that have been raised can be remedied
easily enough. Even the signage issue could be remedied through better communication and
willingness. There are requirements anyway for signage in the Gaeltacht but it is also about
psychologically feeling you are going into a Gaeltacht area. I appreciate that is not apparent or
overt but there is capacity for it.

Ms Ailish Bhreathnach: Ta na bearta sa phlean sach ginearalta f6s go mbeadh muid in ann
iompu timpeall agus a leithéid de rudai a chur san direamh iontu agus iad a usaid ar an gcaoi sin.
Tuigim go direach céard ata an Teachta ag ra maidir le feicealacht na Gaeltachta. Mar dhuine
0 iarthar chontae na Gaillimhe mé féin, ta a fhios agam go direach cé bhfuil na teorainneacha.
Rud thar a bheith dearfach a bheadh ansin, chun go mbeadh muid in ann imeacht timpeall agus
a ra go bhfuilimid cinnte dearfa go bhfuil an chuid seo den chathair sa Ghaeltacht.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: T4 failte roimh na finnéithe. Léigh mé an raiteas ach ni raibh mé
anseo don phiosa tosaigh den chruinniil so ma deirim rud ar bith a bhi cludaithe cheana féin,
abair liom €. T4 cuid mhaith den fhirinne sa mhéid a duirt an Teachta Mairéad Farrell. Ta lion
uafasach iseal daoine ag labhairt na Gaeilge go laethtil istigh sa chathair. Nil aon anailis déanta
agam ar réiteach an phlean contae - b’fhéidir go bhfuil anailis déanta ag na finnéithe air - ach
ni léir domsa go bhfuil moéran de dhifriocht idir lion na gcainteoiri laethula Gaeilge taobh istigh
den Ghaeltacht sa chathair agus taobh amuigh de. Mar shampla, nil méran de dhifriocht i dTir
Oileain versus Ballybane n6 an Rinn Mhor agus mar sin de. Caithfimid breathnu go fuarchuise-
ach ar an gceist seo ar fad. Cuimhnim uaireanta bheith ag canbhasail i dTir Oiledin agus ag
dul 6 theach go teach. Chloisfea daoine ag rd go raibh duine €igin 6n nGaeltacht sa leithéid
seo de theach, agus iad féin ag conai sa Ghaeltacht go hoifigitiil. An rud a bhi i gceist acu na
go raibh duine €igin aniar as Conamara ag conai sa teach a bhi ag labhairt na Gaeilge go rialta.
Taispednann s¢ sin ndr thuig go leor den phobal go raibh siad féin, go teoiriciuil, sa Ghaeltacht.

Ag breathnu ar an gceist seo go fuarchuiiseach, mar go bhfuilimid ag caint ar thithiocht agus
cursai pleandla fisicitla sa Ghaeltacht, an mbeadh sé nios fearr dd mbeadh reachtaiocht laidir
ag baint leis an stadas datheangach don chathair agus an stddas a bhaineann le bailte seirbhise
Gaeltachta, no sa chds seo cathair sheirbhise Gaeltachta? Dhaingneodh sé sin gnéithe ar nés an
méid a bheadh le déanamh ag an udaras 4ititil agus eagraiochtai Stait urraithe leis an ngradam
sin a bhaint amach. D4 mbainfi an gradam sin amach, shoiléireodh s¢ an tacaiocht agus cinamh
breise a bheadh ar fail 6n Stat da bharr, chomh maith leis na rudai a chaithfeadh an earnail
oideachais a bhaint amach. Mar shampla, ba choir do chursai trit leibhéal tri Ghaeilge a bheith
ar fail sa chathair agus oideachas tri Ghaeilge a bheith ar fail de réir éilimh ar an dara agus an
gcéad leibhéal. Ba choir go mbeadh naionrai agus naiscoileanna ar fail ag feidhmiu tri Ghaeilge
agus go mbeadh dualgais ar eagraiochtai deonacha. Bheadh buntdiste ag baint leis an stddas
seo a bheith ag ait, ni hamhain mar gheall ar an nGaeilge ach de bharr go mbeadh maoiniu
cinnte curtha ar leataobh ag an Stat do chathair den chinedl sin leis an stadas sin. Ar an taobh
eile den scéal, bheadh dualgais ar na hearndlacha éagstila, mar an Stat, an t-tidarés aitiuil, an
earnail oideachais, eagraiochtai deonacha agus mar sin de, rudai airithe a bhaint amach agus a
chur ar fail tri Ghaeilge. Thabharfai an stddas sin don bhaile iomlan, seachas ligean orainn féin
go bhfuil stadas teangeolaiochta faoi leith ag baint le codanna den chathair thar a chéile. Is i
sin ceist uimhir a haon maidir leis an gcathair iomlan a thogail, seachas a ligean orainn féin go
bhfuil 40% den chathair ina Gaeltacht, rud nach bhfuil.

Is i an dara ceist na arbh thiu plean Gaeltachta a leagan amach do cheantar an Mhionlaigh?
Ni thogfar eastait tithiochta riamh 1 Mhionlach. T4 iarsmai f6s de Ghaeilge ann agus ta com-
hairleoir amhain againn de bhunadh Mhionlaigh, Frank Fahey, atd ar an gcomhairle cathrach
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agus a bhfuil Gaeilge aige 6 cheantar Mhionlaigh. An ceart stadas faoi leith a thabhairt don
cheantar sin agus, mar shampla, polasai ar nos an pholasai neartaithe Gaeltachta ata roinn den
chomhairle contae a chur i bhfeidhm ansin? Is ¢ sin le r4, bheadh cead tithiochta ag daoine a
thogfadh a gclanna le Gaeilge n6 a labhrodh an Ghaeilge mar ghnath-theanga an teaghlaigh.
D’théadfai iarracht da réir athbheochan a dhéanamh ar Ghaeltacht Mhionlaigh trid an scoil agus
an bpobal.

Is 1 an chéad cheist eile nd an ceart go mbeadh ceathri Ghaeltachta eile 1 nGaillimh bun-
aithe, mar shampla, ar an munla ata i mBéal Feirste? Is ¢ sin ceantar faoi leith ina dhéanfai
iarracht dlus a chur leis an bpobal Gaeilge cathrach in 4it amhain sa chathair.

T4 tri cheist ansin agus bheinn buioch da bhféadfadh ar n-aionna iad a fthreagairt. Cuim-
sionn an chéad cheist go leor den rud ata sa phlean teanga ach amhdain go mbeadh an rud seo i
bhfad nios treise 6 thaobh tacaiochta ¢ airgead an Stait, agus ar scala mor le aghaidh saoraidi
agus mar sin de, ach go mbeadh sé i1 bhfad nios dishlanai mar go gcaithfeadh na hearnalacha
¢agsula seirbhisi tri Ghaeilge a chur ar fail leis an stadas sin a bhaint amach. D4 dteastodh
an stadas sin uathu, bheadh s¢ sin mar rogha ag an gcathair mar nach bhféadfaidis an stadas a
bheartu gan rud éigin fiorshubstaintitil a dhéanamh, ach ni bheadh ar an chathair ¢é sin a dhé-
anamh mura mbeadh an tacaiocht chui ar fail.

Chairman: Gabhaim buiochas leis an Teachta. Ar mhiste leis an Uasal Bhreathnach n6 an
Uasal Phelan tabhairt faoin na ceisteanna sin, ma ta freagra acu?

Ms Caroline Phelan: It is probably above our pay grade to be making these decisions. In
reality, I do not think that we could disagree with the Deputy that, rather than having a tokenis-
tic bilingual city or Gaeltacht, we should make some gesture that is going to strengthen it. Not
everything should happen legislatively in respect of incentives or obligations because the idea
of doing things by rote and making people legally obliged to do something that is personal is not
necessarily the way forward. There has to be a balance where there is a willingness there also.
There are many modern versions of this. We saw yesterday in Baile Atha Cliath with Conradh
na Gaeilge how it said it was reflecting what was happening with Gaillimh le Gaeilge where
there are means and ways in which it can be done in a modern manner that makes it attractive.
With the university, in particular, there are very significant opportunities.

There is an increase in the number of Gaelscoileanna which is, to some degree, an open
door. How does one perpetuate this outside of the school environment and normalise it in a
greater way which can be done either by legislation or incentivisation with grants, as the Deputy
has said, or consensually. That is a mixture of the three approaches to some degree. The point
in respect of the Gaeltacht is that many of the boundaries are there because of the extension of
the city out to that area. Do these need to reviewed? Each of the Gaeltachtai were put into cat-
egories of A, B and C, as the Deputy is aware, and there was a resolution with regard to policy
attributed to that. Galway is in category C because of the 2% to 3% who speak Irish daily. In
other words, one size does not fit all. T agree that probably a mixture of all three approaches is
required: coercion, incentivisation and a certain consensual aspect. Those three together might
remedy and lead to a better situation in respect of the whole Gaeltacht area. The justification
for the Gaeltacht, I believe, was relative to the percentage of people who spoke Irish daily and
used it as a primary language in a social context. We should do something when it is right to
do it. I cannot answer that question as it is one for the committee to deliberate upon. If we are
reflecting 2% to 3%, are we being legitimate in saying the entire city is a Gaeltacht? It is not
that it lacks foundation, but it is an approach based upon more realism.
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On the designation of an area, if one refines this and if there is a higher percentage than
that 2% in a certain location, perhaps it is justified to give that area a certain status. I am not a
linguist or an expert in this area, so I can only give an opinion and it is limited in respect of the
land use. If the committee believes that would be successful, some work should then be done
on it beforehand to go into the finer grain of what that 2% is. Is it those who are predominantly
in that location?

We must also bear in mind it is an unserviced area with restrictions in regard to develop-
ment, so the potential for a population there would also be quite limited. It might perhaps be
better to go to a higher density area in some ways. Looking at the household profile, are these
people also in the early stages of family life? These are the things that must be borne in mind.
Is it worthy to do something where one is investing in the future which will be a higher popula-
tion and a justification on that basis. That is a study in itself.

I have no personal thinking or position on land use. If the legislation is there, we will com-
ply with it and it is not that we have an inherent objection, or any such thing, to it.

Chairman: Gabhaim buiochas leis an Uasal Phelan. Ta ceist eile agam.
Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: An féidir liom teacht ar ais, le toil an Chathaoirligh?

Chairman: Bhi mé direach chun ¢ sin a r, is ¢ sin, sula dtagaim f€in isteach, ma ta ceist ag
aon duine eile, iarraim orthu anois i a chur. Gabh ar aghaidh.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Beidh mé an-sciobtha. Luaigh an tUasal Phelan ina freagra nar
aontaigh si go mbeadh iallach ann. Cheana féin, cuireadh an cheist an raibh g4 le reachtaiocht.
Is ¢ an chéad rud a gcaithfimid a phlé n4 go bhfuil reachtaiocht ann a thugann stadas Gaeltachta
do 40% den chathair. Taim ag cur ceistenna faoi dhd rud. Taim cinnte dearfa de, da bhfogrodh
an tAire Stait le freagracht i leith cursai Gaeltachta amarach go raibh an stadas sin le baint den
chuid sin den chathair, go gcuirfeadh na comhairleoiri ar an gcomhairle cathrach go doite ina
aghaidh, mar is iad siid an chomhairle cathrach.

Is ¢ an chéad rud eile na an bhfuil an reachtaiocht sin réalaioch do staid na Gaillimhe. Aon-
taim leis an Uasal Phelan nach bhfuil an reachtaiocht réalaioch do staid na Gaillimhe . T4 rol
faoi leith ag Gaillimh mar go bhfuil si ar thairseach na Gaeltachta is laidre sa tir. Dar liom, ta
s¢ an-deacair ag an gcomhairle cathrach feidhmiu leis an reachtaiocht atd ann mar nach bhfuil
ciall n6 réasun 1é1 maidir leis an bhfath go bhfuil stddas anois sa bhliain 2022 ag cuid amhain
den chathair thar chuid eile. Déanaim eisceacht de Mhionlach.

Is rud eile ¢ na, d4 mba rud é, mar shampla, go raibh cead ag daoine a bhfuil an Ghaeilge
mar theanga theaghlaigh n6 bhaile acu cead faoi leith a fhail i gceantair mar sin, faraor géar, ni
bheadh i bhfad an iomarca daoine ag déanamh iarratais mar nil an oiread sin daoine sa chatagdir
sin ar fud na tire. Is mi thuiscint go gceapfai go bhfuil.

Nuair a bhi na finnéithe ag réiteach an dréachtphlean cathrach, an ndearna siad anailis n6
staidéar ar an seasamh teanga istigh sa chathair, bunaithe ar na staitistici is luaithe maidir leis
na ceantair bheaga ata ar fail sa daondireamh 6n bPriomh-Oifig Staidrimh? Sa mhullach air sin,
ma bhi ceantair airithe nios laidre na a chéile, ar réitigh siad plean mar chuid den phlean cath-
rach chun iad a chaomhnt, mar ata de dhualgas ar an gcomhairle cathrach cheana féin maidir le
chosaint na Gaeilge ¢ thaobh clrsai pleandla uirbeacha agus contae de?

Chairman: Gabhaim buiochas leis an Teachta. Cé¢ at4 ag iarraidh an cheist sin a threagairt?

18



19 January 2022

Ms Caroline Phelan: We use the same baseline as everybody else as a census. I am not
privy to any other nationally accredited census survey for Irish speakers. It asks a number of
questions. As the Deputy knows, one of the competencies asked is whether a person can speak
Irish and the second is whether it is used on a daily basis. That is reflected in the plan.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Will Ms Phelan explain to me, as someone who represents Gal-
way, if that was analysed in the Gaeltacht and non-Gaeltacht in the small area statistics? If that
analysis has been done, it will show either that there is no difference, or that there are differ-
ences and therefore there are different policies in different areas. Will she make that available
to the committee? I am not just talking about taking a global figure. Parts of the city are desig-
nated a Gaeltacht. Have the small area statistics been done on all the areas that are designated
and not designated to see how they compare and how there would be nuanced policies for the
areas with stronger Irish? In addition, will she give us the conclusion of the linguistic analysis
of the city on which the council formed its draft city plan?

Ms Caroline Phelan: No. The 2% that is registered as speaking Irish on a daily basis is
quite small, as the Deputy will know. We do not have any forensic statistics. The objective is
to protect the linguistic and cultural heritage of the Gaeltacht, including the promotion of Irish
as a community language. I am not sure if any other local authority has gone into that detail.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Galway County Council has. It has very different policies in
Arainn, An Spidéal and other places compared with the way it operates the policy in Bushypark
and Barna.

Ms Caroline Phelan: Ours is more lateral in the sense that we have not been highlighting
or siphoning the sections of the city that speak Irish. We have taken the city and laboured that
with regard to the policies. It is the bilingual city. We have been promoting Irish throughout
the whole geographical area where the predominate population live. I referred to two areas,
both of which contain huge swathes of rural lands and protected lands also. Although they may
represent a significant geographical proportion within the area, much of that area, as the Deputy
knows, beyond Castlegar etc., is not zoned for housing or settlement on that basis. To answer
the Deputy’s question, we did not analyse where the 2% was distributed. It may have been a
disadvantage, if anything, because I presume it is distributed throughout the city as opposed
to being exclusively in our most populated area, the Barna area, which includes all the new
housing that has led to an influx of people from outside the city. I am making a presumption
that it was probably better to assume the 2% was widespread throughout the city rather than
concentrated-----

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: In Barna, for example, it would not have been that way tradition-
ally. In very recent times, there were people from the village of Barna who were native Irish
speakers.

Ms Caroline Phelan: Yes, but [ am saying that Barna-----

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: From what Ms Phelan has said, even though there is a legal obli-
gation in relation to Irish within the designated Gaeltacht areas under the 1956 Act and all the
Acts up to 2010, no special consideration was given - as it would have been in the county - for
the part of the city that is designated a Gaeltacht. If the conclusion was that there is no differ-
ence there, perhaps the council should have considered looking to get rid of that status because
it is a total nonsense, to seek a status as a bilingual city on a statutory basis and to have a more
honest debate about the real situation of Irish in the city. It seems to me that in drawing up
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the plan, there was an absolute legal obligation to examine the Gaeltacht area within the city
and to draw up appropriate plans accordingly. If that was not possible or feasible, the council
should have said to the Department that it was not possible and that it needed to be looked at
in an holistic way. We need a totally different type of legislation to make what is to me just an
honorary title of “bilingual city” into something real and meaningful that actually delivers for
the Irish language.

Ms Caroline Phelan: To respond to that, I do not think so. We viewed it much more later-
ally in taking the whole city and any capacity for expansion of the use of the language within
the whole city, as does the language Act for the city in that it is not exclusively relevant to those
two geographical areas. In addition, it is not the place of a planning authority to eliminate Gael-
tachts, for starters. The other part of that is the cultural heritage of the Gaeltacht: it does not
reside exclusively within those geographical areas either. As was said, institutions such as Aras
na nGael and Gaillimh le Gaeilge are located within the non-Gaeltacht areas. There is a whole
physical legacy and music legacy etc. throughout the whole city. It would have been remiss and
reductionist of us to reduce it to electoral divisions within the city to find that 2%, hunt them
down and give them a label. We view it much more laterally. We also embrace the culture as-
sociated with it. That is what the statutory objective states; it is not exclusively linguistic. It
includes the cultural heritage of the Gaeltacht.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Sorry to interrupt, but the Gaeltacht legislation of designation
was totally on linguistic grounds. If one were to include music, hurling and any other cultural
feature, on a hurling basis Kilkenny is probably the strongest Gaeltacht in the country.

Ms Caroline Phelan: But the statutory objectives-----

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: There are now parts of Dublin, for example where Cuala GAA is
in south Dublin, that have high percentages of Irish speakers because of all-Irish schools. It is
not what the Gaeltacht legislation is about. The planning legislation in regard to the Gaeltacht
flows from the Gaeltacht legislation of 1926, 1956 and 2010. It is purely linguistic. It has noth-
ing to do with music, hurling, football or anything else.

Ms Caroline Phelan: Again, [ would say the distillation of the culture is also literary. With
regard to that, the activities that happen in Aras na Gael are part of the Gaeltacht legacy. The
legislation refers to cultural heritage. I believe it is broader than linguistic. From our perspec-
tive the obligation is broader, and it is healthy that we think that way.

Deputy Dara Calleary: [ will speak in English. How can you call your city bilingual when
it only has 2%? I wish to come back to the point I made at the beginning of the meeting. The
council seems to be confining itself to a planning authority. It is more than that. It is the prime
development body of the city, the prime development body of my regional capital and the prime
development body of the principal city in our Gaeltacht region. Surely that 2% figure should
drive you on to increase that figure, to do an awful lot more, to be far more ambitious, to be
willing to push the boundaries and to make us push the boundaries to give you a bilingual city
and thereby lead the way for other cities. Deputy O Cuiv referred to other cities. Let us look at
the work going on in Clondalkin in south Dublin. They are hungry to develop an Irish speak-
ing culture within their community. Maybe I am getting it wrong - perhaps it is due to these
horrible Zoom meetings or whatever you call them - but I am not getting any sense of ambition
from you guys. I know it is there, but I do not get it. I look at the screen and I see heads shak-
ing. We need the council, as the lead development and planning authority, to challenge us to do
more as a legislature to encourage the Gaeltacht, and not to be afraid to encouraging it. I know
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it is a multicultural city - I get that - but a unique part of Galway is our Irish-language part of
the city. I am not hearing from the witnesses that they are ambitious or hungry enough to do
more to develop that. Perhaps I am wrong, but I just do not get it from our witnesses. I am
in and out of Galway a great deal. I see it on the streets and in all of the bodies our witnesses
have mentioned: Gaillimh le Gaeilge, An Taibhdhearc agus gach rud mar sin, but I am just not
getting it here today.

Perhaps after the meeting our witnesses can put their position in writing to us. As I said
earlier, if our city council witnesses were the Ministers for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications or for Housing, Local Government and Heritage, what would they do?

Ms Ailish Bhreathnach: Mar threagra ar an Teachta Calleary ansin maidir leis an easpa
uaillmhéine a fheiceann sé linne, b’théidir gurb ¢ an rud is fearr dainne a dhéanamh anois mai-
dir leis an mbaile seirbhise Gaeltachta agus Plean Teanga Chathair na Gaillimhe 2020-2026, ata
forbartha agus faofa ag na baill, n4 a ra gur rud nua ¢ seo i nddirire dainne mar chathair an co-
incheap seo a bheith mar bhaile seirbhise Gaeltachta, mar is coincheap nua atd ann. B’fhéidir,
agus ¢ sin 4 rolladh amach agus 4 chur i bhfeidhm, go dtiocfadh na deiseanna agus na dashlain
sin a d’théadfaimis a chur os comhair an chomhchoiste amach anseo agus tabhairt faoi sin ar
bhealach ar dtus.

B’fhéidir freisin nar mhiste a lua mar gur luaigh an Teachta O Cuiv ar ball na gnéithe airithe
teanga agus mar sin de. Aris, is cuid den aidhm a bheadh ag an bplean teanga seo na comhthathti
a dhéanambh ar na seirbhisi, na hdiseanna, an lion 4ineasa agus ar gach rud mar sin a bhaineann
le ctirsai teanga le go n-aithneofai iad agus chun iad a chomhthathu sa chaoi is go mbeadh duine
in ann a ra cad a bhfuil agus nach bhfuil againn. B’théidir gur b’shin ¢, ar deireadh, cuid de na
dushléin a chuirfimis roimh an gcomhchoiste mar Theachtai ina dhiaidh sin, is € sin le cinedl
gap analysis a dhéanamh chomh maith le plean teanga a chur i bhfeidhm.

Deputy Dara Calleary: Taim sasta leis sin. Ta ar bhfinnéithe 6n gcombhairle cathrach i
lathair na faidhbe agus t4 na deiseanna acu anois chun a dtuairimi a chur os ar gcomhair. Més
rud € go bhfuil siad ag iarraidh a bheith briomhar, tdim cinnte go mbeidh siad in ann € sin a
dhéanamh. T4 deis ag cathair na Gaillimhe nach bhfuil ag a 1an idaras eile agus bheinn buioch
aris den Uasal Bhreathnach an deis sin a thapu.

Deputy Joe McHugh: T4 achan rud nios soiléire dom anois. Taim buioch do na daoine a
thainig os comhair an chomhchoiste. T4 taithi agam faoi na rudai ata ag bogadh ar aghaidh i
gceantar agus cathair na Gaillimhe fosta, ni hamhain ag an dream ata i gceist ann ach na daoine
uilig atd ar an talamh anois agus san am a chuaigh thart. Nuair a bhi mo dhuine sa teach tab-
hairne i gceantar chathair na Gaillimhe, bhi an Ghaeilge ann agus ta si ar an talamh. Mar a duirt
an Teachta Calleary, ta an Ghaeilge ann agus is i an chéad chéim eile a bheidh i1 gceist na tri na
seirbhisi. Aontaim leis an gcomhairle cathrach maidir leis an iarracht até le baint amach ag an
gcomhairle contae, ni hamhain i nGaillimh, i Maigh Eo agus i nDun na nGall, ach in achan cuid
den chontae freisin.

D4 mbeadh aon bhearna ann, mar shampla, sna cursai earcaiochta, is dushlan moér ¢ sin go
mbeadh na daoine leis na scileanna sa Ghaeilge ag obair sa rannog pleandla agus b’fhéidir go
mbeadh Gaeilge lag ag na daoine sin até fostaithe. Is ¢ sin an diishlan agus ba cho6ir go mbeimis
ionraic maidir leis an nGaeilge in achan cuid den chontae seo. B’fhéidir ansin go mbeimid ann
fa choinne na mbuntéisti agus na ndeiseanna atd ann de bharr agus ar son na Gaeilge freisin.

Is ¢ an comhra atd ann inniu agus an comhrd a rinne an Cathaoirleach agus a chomh-
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ghleacaithe roimh an Nollaig leis na hoifigigh timpeall na tire, cibé Maigh Eo, Din na nGall n6
Ciarrai a bhi ann, na go bhféadfai ¢ seo a bheith ina dheis do mo dhuine an Ghaeilge a bhogadh
ar aghaidh agus lena husdid. T4 an t-Idirlion ann anois agus b’fhéidir go mbeidh seans ann
fosta nuair a bheidh an diospodireacht ag bogadh ar aghaidh sa chomhairle contae, cibé contae,
agus da mbeadh an Ghaeilge ann, go mbeadh seans ann nasc n6 cumarsaid a dhéanambh leis an
gcomhchoiste seo. T4 an chéad chéim socraithe anois leis an gcomhchoiste. Is € seo an chéad
am a bhfuil ceangal nios tdbhachtai agus nios dearfai i gceist fa choinne na cumarsaide seo.
Mura bhfuilimid ag caint, ni bheidh achan rud ag tarli amach anseo ach t4 mo dhuine ag caint,
ag déanamh comhré agus ag streachailt leis na deacrachtai atd i gceist leis an nGaeilge. Té an
ghloine leathlan i mo thuaraim. Gabhaim buiochas lenar bhfinnéithe aris as a gcuairt go dti an
comhchoiste inniu.

Chairman: Gabhaim buiochas leis an Teachta. Ta cupla ceist eile agam agus tiocfaidh mé
ar ais ar roinnt de na freagrai a fuair mé.

Fuaireamar freagra ansin agus luadh go raibh an national planning framework n6 an region-
al planning framework i gceist nuair a bhionn an comhairle cathrach ag déanamh cinnti maidir
le tithiocht n6 forbairt. Is i an chuma até air sin nuair a dhéantar ¢ sin na go bhfuil an chom-
hairle cathrach ag déanamh neamhaird ar roinnt de na piosai reachtaiochta eile, mar shampla,
the Planning and Development Act 2000 né fit amhdin, mar a luaigh an Teachta O Cuiv, Acht
na Gaeltachta agus a leithéid, it a bhfuil dearmad 4 dhéanamh anois ag an gcombhairle cathrach,
mura bhfuil si ag tabhairt na foralacha ata ann chun cuimhne.

Luadh, mar shampla, nuair a bhi na priomhfheidhmeannaigh anseo againn 6 na comhairli
contae eile, go raibh siad ag lorg soiléirithe maidir leis an Acht um Pleandil agus Forbairt 2000,
ait a deir an tAcht sin in alt 10(2):

...a development plan ... [must] include objectives for-

[.]

(m) the protection of the linguistic and cultural heritage of the Gaeltacht including
the promotion of Irish as the community language, where there is a Gaeltacht area in the
area of ... [that] development plan.

Nil aon scaradh amach n6 exception ann do cheantair uirbeacha, agus sa threagra a fuaireamar
go dti seo n6 sa mhéid a bhi sa raiteas tosaigh, bhi an chosulacht ann go raibh an chomhairle
cathrach ag glacadh leis nach raibh dualgais bhreise uirthi toisc gur cathair né ceantar uir-
beach a bhi i1 gceist. Taim féin den tuairim, agus glacaim go bhfuil daoine eile amhlaidh, toisc
an méid atd sa reachtaiocht seo, agus ni hamhain sin ach an reachtaiocht féin faoin nGaeltacht,
go bhfuil dualgais bhreise ar chathair na Gaillimhe, seachas mar at4 ar chathracha eile, de
bharr go bhfuil Gaeltacht ann. B’théidir go bhfuil s¢ casta ach ta an dualgas sin uirthi.

Rachaidh mé ar ais go dti vota a caitheadh in 2015, nuair a glacadh d’aon ghuth le rin a
ritheadh ag an am 6 Chombhairleoir Cathal O Conchuir, comhairleoir de chuid Shinn Féin, nuair
a bhi an chomhairle ag déanamh diospodireacht ar an bplean forbartha ata ann faoi lathair, an
plean reatha. Ghlac an chomhairle d’aon ghuth go mbeadh plean curtha le chéile chun eastait
tithiochta do Ghaeilgeoiri a thogail sa chathair. Ni fios dom gur tharla sé sin agus fi amhain
luadh aiteanna ina leith sin ag an am, mar shampla, Cnoc na Cathrach. Nil go leor eolais agam
faoi cheantar na Gaillimhe arb ¢ sin an 4it is fearr ach ni cuimhin liom aon tuairisc ¢ shin faoi
eastait tithiochta a bheith toégtha no6 pleandilte laistigh den chathair do Ghaeilgeoiri.
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T4 dualgais eile ar chathair na Gaillimhe maidir le pleanail agus mar sin de agus is iad sin
dualgais maidir le comharthai bothair. Sna ceantair Ghaeltachta den chathair, t4 na comharthai
boéthair in ainm is a bheith go hiomlan tri Ghaeilge. Té siad datheangach, afach, agus ta an
Ghaeilge bhrocach n6 lochtach iontu. Is jab ¢ sin don chathair déiledil leo. T4 Bothar Bhaile
an Mhoinin n6 Bothar na Ceapai 1 measc roinnt de na cinn ata curtha os mo chombhair.

Chomh maith leis sin, toisc go bhfuilimid ag caint faoin bpréiseas maidir le dréachtphlean
forbartha na cathrach, ni raibh sé go hiomlan éasca doibh sitid a bhi ag iarraidh achainiocha a
dhéanamh ar an bproiseas sin mar ni raibh na saincheisteanna ar fail as Gaeilge na an méid a bhi
an priomhtheidhmeannach tar éis a rd maidir leis an tuarascail a rinne sé ar an gcéad dhréacht
den phlean. Ni raibh sé sin ar fail as Gaeilge ach oiread. Rinne sé deacair do Ghaeilgeoiri a
bheith mar chuid den phroiseas. Ta jab mor le déanamh ag na finnéithe.

Nilimid ag déileail le cad iad na hinstititidi nd na rudai eile Gaeilge ar choéir a bheith i
ngach uile chathair no ait sa tir sa chas seo. Taimid ag déileail le ceist phleanail tithiochta agus
a leithéid. E sin raite, nior mhol aon duine go mbeadh na hinstititidi n6 na heagrais Ghaeilge
ar fad lonnaithe sa Ghaeltacht. Bhi electoral districts, EDs, luaite. Nobody suggested that we
limit the venues and the Irish language organisations to just those Gaeltacht EDs. In fact, it is
the opposite. We want more in the Gaeltacht EDs as well as the other areas.

T4 jab mor le déanamh againn agus toisc go bhfuil an domhan Gaeilge agus Béarla ag féa-
chaint ar chathair na Gaillimhe, toisc go bhfuil si amuigh ansin agus gur chathair dhatheangach
i, taimid ag iarraidh cuidiu leis na finnéithe an tréith sin a chur chun cinn agus a aimsiti, mar ni
fheicim go bhfuil sé aimsithe acu go foill. O thaobh an lae inniu de, 4fach, is go mbeimis ag féa-
chaint ar chathair na Gaillimhe mar chathair le ceantar Gaeltachta ann, seachas mar chathair ar
imeall na Gaeltachta. Caithfimid nios mo 4iseanna agus deiseanna a thabhairt do Ghaeilgeoiri
sa chathair, tithiocht ina measc.

Nil a thios agam an bhfuil aon duine ag iarraidh freagra a thabhairt ar an méid ata raite
agam, agus mura bhfuil aon duine eile ag iarraidh ceist ghasta a chur ar na finnéithe, cuirfimid
crioch leis an gcruinnit tar €is an méid ata le rd ag Ailish Bhreathnach n6 duine den thoireann.

Ms Caroline Phelan: I have one question and it is to do with analysis of how one perpetu-
ates a language that is challenged. If you lives in a city, your interactions will be very frequent.
If you lived in an estate that was exclusively Irish speaking, that in itself would not save the
language. What other methodology within a land use plan does the Chairman see as saving it?

On the reference to the overture, that may have been in the housing programme of the local
authority, that may have been an overture from a councillor at that stage about having one ex-
clusively for Irish speakers. It did not come up during the duration of the previous development
plan, for which period Cathal O Conchtir was around.

There seems to be just one solution to salvaging the Irish language and it seems to be predi-
cated exclusively on having single housing estates within an urban area. Looking at linguistics
globally and peripheral languages that are challenged, the platform for sustaining and extending
those is not exclusively based elsewhere on housing. I wonder what other areas the Chairman
sees in the development plan. We see it for the cultural aspect, communication and business
and the Gaelscoileanna, which have been a total success in the city.

Chairman: Tuigim sin. Is ¢ an fath go bhfuilimid ag diriu isteach ar thithiocht anseo na
gurb ¢ sin an t-abhar cainte atd againn inniu. Ni rabhamar ag dirit isteach ar na habhair eile ar
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fad. Taimid tar éis déileail sa choiste seo agus lasmuigh d6 leis na haiseanna eile a bhfuil ga
leo chun an Ghaeilge a chur chun cinn. Téimid tar éis deich mbliana a chaitheamh ag plé Acht
teanga nua agus ta an coiste seo tar éis déiledil le breis agus 300 leasti ag déanambh iarrachta
réimsi difritila maidir leis an nGaeilge a chur chun cinn agus a tharrthail.

Ta go leor eile gur ga a dhéanamh ach inniu bhiomar ag diria isteach ar thithiocht toisc
gurb i Comhairle Cathrach na Gaillimhe an chomhairle cathrach deireanai nar labhraiomar 1¢éi
faoi chas phleanail tithiochta toisc gur thadhb bhunusach ¢ 6 thaobh cheantair Gaeltachta nach
bhfuil tithiocht ar fail ipmti doibh siud a bhfuil Gaeilge acu. Ta fadhb ann lasmuigh den Ghael-
tacht chomh maith céanna, ach toisc gur Chomhchoiste na Gaeilge, na Gaeltachta agus Phobal
na Gaeilge 1 seo, déanaimid diriu isteach air sin.

Duirt priomhfheidhmeannaigh na gcontaetha eile go raibh bunfhadhbanna acu. Lorg siad
treoir, miniti né soiléiria én Aire agus an Roinn Tithiochta, Rialtais Aitiil agus Oidhreachta
maidir leis na treoirlinte atd ann faoi lathair. Mar a dairt mé, t4 an tAire chun teacht os ar gcom-
hair i gceann coicise chun na treoirlinte nua a fhogairt n6 miniu a thabhairt duinn ar cén uair a
bheidh siad ann. B’fhéidir go gcuideodh sé sin leis na comhairli nuair ata siad ag déileail leis
na dréachtphleananna forbartha ata ar sitl faoi lathair i mbeagnach gach uile chontae sa tir agus
go dtabharfadh s¢ sin tacaiocht d6ibh.

Chombh maith leis sin, bhi breithitinas le déanai i gcés ar ghlac chomharchumann Rath Chairn
1 gcoinne eastait thithiochta a bhi 4 togail 1 gceantar Gaeltachta gan choinniollacha teanga ann.
I gcés chathair na Gaillimhe, glacaim leis ma ta eastait tithiochta pleanailte d’aon cheann de
na ceantair Ghaeltachta ata sa chathair atd ag an gcomhairle agus nach bhfuil coinniollacha
Gaeilge ann, beidh raic ann agus b’théidir go mbeidis os comhair na gctirteanna de thairbhe an
méid a duirt an Ard-Chuirt 1 gcas chomharchumann Réth Chairn.

Ta stil agam gur soiléirit é sin. An bhfuil an Teachta O Cuiv ag iarraidh cur leis sin?

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: T4 an Cathaoirleach tar éis teacht ar chnamh na huillinne anois
leis an gceist seo. Feictear dom le fada an 14 go bhfuil dearcadh ag daoine maidir le reachtaiocht
Ghaeltachta agus reachtaiocht teanga ina gcoiteann nach gcaitear cloi 1éi i ndairire agus go
bhfuil si ann mar ornaidiocht ach ni mar dhli, ach is dli i. Murab ionann an dli airitear an dli.

Mura gereideann Comhairle Cathrach na Gaillimhe go bhfuil sé réastinach foralacha a chur
sa phlean go gcaithfear, ar a laghad, lucht labhartha na Gaeilge a bheith ina eastéit sa chathair,
ni thuigim cén fath nach gcuireann si aighneacht & ra nach bhfeileann an stadas Gaeltachta di
agus go bhfeilfeadh stadas eile di.

Is ¢ mé féin a bhi ag plé i dtosach baire le bailte seirbhise Gaeltachta agus cathracha dathean-
gacha. Bhi 1 gceist agam 1 gconai go mbeadh reachtaiocht dheimhneach laidir roghnach taobh
thiar de seo, ach da roghnddh ceantar n6 cathair le dul le stadas datheangach, go mbeadh coin-
niollacha laidre reachtula ar na hearnalacha éagstla n6 chaillfidis an stddas agus an chistiocht
a bheadh ag dul leis. Bheadh sé roghnach go hiomlan an t-iarratas a dhéanamh agus glacadh
agus cloi leis.

Ni fthéadfai an t-airgead a thogail agus an stddas a bheith ag an gcathair gan an gniomh a
dhéanamh. T4 an iomarca do sin ag baint leis an nGaeilge le fada an 14. Mar a duirt an Cathao-
irleach, bhi orainn an tAcht teanga a laidriti d4 bharr. Ar an déigh céanna, mura bhfeileann an
stadas Gaeltachta do chathair na Gaillimhe nios mo, nior cheart neamhaird a dhéanamh air. Ni
féidir neamhaird a dhéanamh ar an dli agus ta an ceart ag an gCathaoirleach gur cheart dainn

24



19 January 2022

a bheith ag brt go gcloifear leis an dli mar ata s¢ i lathair na huaire. Mura bhfeileann s¢, ta sé
in am ¢ sin a rd, agus a ra go dteastaionn leagan amach eile reachtuil seachas an ceann ata ann
1 lathair na huaire. Bheadh aon rud eile go han mhi-ionraic.

Chairman: Muna bhfuil na finnéithe ag iarraidh freagra a thabhairt ar an bpointe sin, is
féidir linn crioch a chur leis an gcruinnit. Gabhaim buiochas leis na finnéithe as na ceisteanna
a fhreagairt agus teacht os ar gcomhair. Ta an t-dbhar seo tdbhachtach. Té sé i gceist againn
tuairisc a chur le chéile bunaithe ar an méid até raite ag na finnéithe agus na dreamanna eile a
thainig os ar gcomhair mar gheall ar an dbhar seo nuair ata an tAire criochnaithe leis an méid a
bheidh le rd aige 1 gceann coicise. Scaipfimid an tuairisc sin chucu agus chuig gach duine eile a
bhi os ar gcombhair agus foilseoidh muid i amach anseo. Ta stil agam nach mbeidh aon mhoill i
gceist ann mar ta na comhairli contae agus cathrach timpeall na tire ag féachaint ar cheisteanna
maidir le ceantair Ghaeltachta agus té siad ag iarraidh déanamh cinnte de go bhfuil siad ag cloi
leis an dli agus nach bhfuil siad ag teacht salach air.

Gabhaim buiochas aris le hAilish Bhreathnach, oifigeach Gaeilge Chombhairle Cathrach na
Gaillimhe; Liam Blake, pleanalai feidhmeannach sinsearach; Helen Coleman, pleanalai feidh-
meannach sinsearach; agus Caroline Phelan, pleanalai sinsearach Chombhairle Cathrach na
Gaillimhe, a thog an chuid is mo de na ceisteanna.

Cuireadh an comhchoiste ar athl6 ag 3.32 p.m. go dti 1.30 p.m., Dé Céadaoin, an 26 Eanair
2022.
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