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Gno an Chomhchoiste

Chairman: T4 leithscéal faighte againn 6n Teachta Pa Daly agus na Seanadoiri Ronan Mul-
len, Niall O Donnghaile agus Barry Ward. Ta a fhios ag daoine na rialacha faoi achar soisialta
a choimead agus nuair atd daoine ag labhairt is féidir an puicin a bhaint agus labhairt gan ¢ ach
ina dhiaidh sin ¢ a chur ar ais mas féidir.

Seirbhisi Poibli Datheangacha na gComhlachtai Poibli agus Lion na Seirbhiseach Dathe-
angach: Plé

Chairman: Taimid ag cur failte roimh David Cagney, leas-ard-rinai agus ceann acmhainni
daonna na statseirbhise; Rob O’Toole, priomhoifigeach, agus Eva Ni Shuilleabhdin, oifigeach
cléireachais, rannan acmhainni daonna na statseirbhise, mar ionadaithe ar son na Roinne Caite-
achais Phoibli agus Athchoirithe, agus an Dr. Aodhan Mac Cormaic, stiarthéir na Gaeilge,
mar ionadai ar son na Roinne Turasoireachta, Cultuir, Ealaion, Gaeltachta, Spoéirt agus Mean.
Taimid ag plé an abhair maidir le seirbhisi poibli datheangacha na gcomhlachtai poibli agus
lion na seirbhiseach datheangach. Ba mhaith liom mo bhuiochas a ghabhail leis na finnéithe as
a bheith linn anseo inniu.

Ba mhaith liom a chur ar an taifead go bhfuil na finnéithe lonnaithe i Seomra na Dala le
linn an chruinnithe seo. Ba mhaith liom na finnéithe a chur ar a n-aird go bhfuil siad, de bhua
alt 17(2)(/) den Acht um Chlumbhilleadh, 2009, faoi chosaint lanphribhléid maidir leis an bh-
fianaise a thugann siad don choiste seo chomh fada is ata siad lonnaithe sa seomra coiste féin.
Ma ordaionn an comhchoiste doibh, &mbh, €iri as an bhfianaise a thabhairt i leith ni airithe agus
ma leanann siad da tabhairt, nil siad i dteideal da éis sin ach pribhléid cailithe i leith na fianaise
acu. Ordaitear doibh nach dtabharfar ach fianaise a bhaineann le habhar na n-imeachtai seo
agus fiafraitear doibh cleachtadh parlaiminte a urramt nar choir, mas féidir, daoine n6 eintiteas
a chaineadh na liomhainti a dhéanamh ina n-aghaidh, ina ainm, ina hainm n6 ina n-ainm ar shli
a bhféadfai iad a aithint. Ba mhaith liom iad a chur ar an eolas go ndéanfar na raitis tionscnaimh
a chuireann siad faoi bhraid an chomhchoiste a fhoilsit ar shuiomh gréasain an chomhchoiste
tar ¢is an chruinnithe seo.

Meabhraitear do chombhaltai an cleachtadh parlaiminte at4 ann le fada nér chéir doibh tuair-
imi a thabhairt maidir le duine at4 taobh amuigh de na Tithe n6 le hoifigeach ina ainm no ina
hainm no ar shli a bhféadfai iad a aithint.

Taimid chun dirit isteach air seo mar go bhfuil tdbhacht ar leith ag baint le seo toisc go bh-
fuil s¢ chomh larnach do thodhchai na Gaeilge agus leis an bplé a bhi 4 dhéanamh againn maidir
le Bille na dteangacha oifigitila agus na spriocdhatai n6 spriocanna a leagaimid sios ansin. Ar
dtas baire, agus ¢ sin raite agam, iarraim ar David Cagney labhairt os comhair an chomhchoiste.

Mr. David Cagney: I thank the Chairperson and members of the committee for the invita-
tion to appear before them today. As the Chair pointed out, I am the chief human resources
officer for the civil service in the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. During the
course of my appearance before them today, I ask members to note I can only speak on matters
pertaining to the Civil Service. I realise the remit of this committee extends to the wider public
service.

I am joined by my colleague, Mr. Rob O’Toole, principal officer from the Civil Service HR
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policy division of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform as well as Dr. Aodhan
Mac Cormaic, director of Irish in the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport
and Media, both of whom work closely together in progressing the current five-year action plan
under the Government’s 20-year strategy for the Irish language.

While I have some conversational Irish that I seek continuously to improve, to ensure I can
direct my full attention to members’ questions, I invite my colleague, Ms Eva Ni Shuilleabhdin,
who works in my division, to read the remainder of my opening statement. I would appreciate
it if any questions that arise are directed towards me and not Ms Ni Shuilleabhéin.

Ms Eva Ni Shiilleabhain: s ar an gcomhlacht seirbhise poibli agus d4 mathair-Ranna faoi
seach atd an dualgas ar sholdthar seirbhisi poibli do chomhlachtai poibli. I gcas mo Roinn féin,
is iad na priomhchustaiméiri né an tAire, an tAire Stait, an Rialtas, an tOireachtas, chomh maith
le Ranna eile. De bharr chineal a gcuid feidhmeanna agus obair na Roinne, ni bhionn ardleib-
héil teagmhala le baill aonair don phobal i gcoitinne n6 seirbhisi & chur ar fail agus 4 solathar
go direach doibh. Ta an Roinn Caiteachais Phoibli agus Athchéirithe tiomanta chun a chuid
dhualgas 4 chomhlionadh faoi Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiula 2003 agus, go hairithe, na dualgais
a leagtar amach i1 scéim teangacha oifigitila na Roinne, ata ar fail ar shuiomh gréasdin na Roinne
agus atd 4 uasdatu i lathair na huaire. T4 an Roinn tiomanta gach iarracht a dhéanamh faoin
bplean gniomhaiochta um sheirbhis do chustaiméiri agus cairt chustaiméiri na Roinne chun
ciram a dhéanamh dar gcustaiméiri ar mhian leo a ngné a dhéanambh tri Ghaeilge.

Mar chuid den aighneacht scriofa a cuireadh chuig an gcoiste, leag David Cagney béim ar an
tsli a sholathraionn comhlachtai atd faoi scath na Roinne Caiteachais Phoibli agus Athchoirithe
a sheirbhisi Gaeilge da gcustaiméiri. Is iad sin nd an tSeirbhis um Cheapachéin Phoibli, an
Oifig Naisitnta um Sheirbhisi Comhroinnte agus Oifig na nOibreacha Poibli. Nil comhaireamh
ceart ag an Roinn Caiteachais Phoibli agus Athchdirithe ar lion na statseirbhisigh phoibli ata
liofa i nGaeilge agus i mBéarla.

Mar a rinneadh tagairt do san aighneacht scriofa chuig an gcoiste, d’thoilsigh An Coimisi-
néir Teanga tuarascdil in 2019 ina leagfar amach torthai iniichadh cuimsitheach ar lion na
statseirbhisigh a bhfuil cumas labhartha na Gaeilge acu. Tagraim do na torthai. Tugadh le fios
go bhfuil lion na statseirbhisigh a luaigh go bhfuil liofacht acu sa Ghaeilge iseal. B’ionann
2.62% de dhaonra iomlan na statseirbhisigh a rinneadh iniichadh orthu. Thdainig sé chun solais
nach raibh ach 0.4% do na poist sa statseirbhis luaite le bheith ag lorg liofacht sa Ghaeilge. Nil
aon chuis agam a chreiditiint go mbeadh an-difriocht 6 na figiuiri seo da méadéfai an méid a
usaidtear sa sampla.

Léirionn torthai an initichta seo scala an chomh-dhushlén ata romhainn amach chun seirbhi-
si datheangacha a bheith ar fail ar fud na statseirbhise agus an sprioc a bhaint amach go mbeidh
20% d’earcaigh nua in ann a gcuid oibre a dhéanamh tri Ghaeilge faoi 2030 mar ata leagtha
amach 1 mBille na dTeangacha Oifigitla (Least). Ta an earcaiocht go 1éir bunaithe ar éileamh
agus tugann an tSeirbhis um Cheapachain Phoibli faoi chomortais thar ceann na statseirbhise
chun painéil a chur ar bun onar féidir poist a lionadh de réir mar a thagann foltintais i Ranna n6
oifigi Rialtais. Ta bealai éagstla ann chun gur féidir cainteoiri Gaeilge a earcu chuig poist sa
statseirbhis. Maidir le grad seirbhise ginearalta neamh-speisialtdra, is iad na bealai nd comor-
tas tiomnaithe Ghaeilge, comortas neamh-dhatheangacha - is féidir le hiarrthoiri datheangacha
spéis a léiriu in aon phost ag grad airithe - n6 an da bhealach seo.

Faoi na rialacha seo, bheadh seans nios fearr ag daoine datheangacha poist a thail sa stat-
seirbhis agus arda céime a thabhairt déibh ina dhiaidh sin. Beidh siad in ann dul in iomaiocht
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1 nios m6 comortais 1 gcompardid le duine nach bhfuil feidhmiuil sa da theanga. Is féidir le
fostaithe buan a éirionn leo ina dtréimhse phromhaidh iarratas a chur isteach chun aistriti chuig
ol no ait eile nuair a bheidh siad inchailithe faoin scéim soghluaisteachta na statseirbhise. Is
féidir leo aistriti chuig n6 amach as réil dhatheangacha.

Mar chuid den aighneacht scriofa a cuireadh chuig an gcoiste, chuir David Cagney an t-eo-
las is déanai faoi ghniomhaiocht earcaiochta Gaeilge na statseirbhise, 6 2017 go dti seo, ar fail.
Tagraim do na priomhthreoracha. Irith na tréimhse sin, chuaigh nios It nd 1% do cheapachdin
na statseirbhise go poist ina raibh Gaeilge ag baint leo. T4 iarratais 6 chainteoiri Gaeilge do
buanphoist datheangacha mar oifigigh cléireachais agus oifigigh feidhmiuchain, a bhfuil frea-
grachtai larnacha orthu as seachadadh seirbhise ag oifigi statseirbhise, an-iseal i gcomparaid le
comortais neamh-dhatheangacha.

Faoin mbliain 2022 beidh an Ghaeilge mar theanga oibre oifigiuil iomladn an Aontais Eor-
paigh agus cuirtear failte roimh seo. Ciallaionn sé sin, afach, faoi lathair go bhfuil iomaiocht
dhireach ann idir statseirbhis na hEireann agus na seirbhisi aistriachdin in instititidi an Aontais
Eorpaigh maidir leis an lion beag de na hoibrithe oilte dhdtheangacha atd ann faoi lathair, go
hairithe 6 bhunaiodh an t-aonad aistriichain Gaeilge an Aontais Eorpaigh i mBaile Atha Troim,
Contae na Mi, le déanai.

Ni comhtharlt ar bith ¢ go bhfuil Dr. Mac Cormaic in éineacht linn inniu. Cuirfidh an taithi
atd gnodthaithe ag an Roinn Turasoireachta, Cultuir, Ealaion, Gaeltachta, Spoirt agus Mean i bh-
forbairt agus ag cur straitéisi i bhfeidhm até dirithe ar deireadh a chur le maoli na hEorpa in ial
duinn faoi cad a dhéanaimid sna blianta amach romhainn. Don chéad uair riamh, i nuacht ata
thar a bheith dearfach don Roinn, ina bhfuil forbairt na Gaeilge mar an priomhthreagracht aici,
beidh rol larnach aici maidir le heolas a thabhairt do bheartas earcaiochta na seirbhise poibli.
Ma taimid chun an sprioc go mbeidh 20% d’earcaigh nua in ann a gcuid oibre a dhéanamh tri
Ghaeilge a bhaint amach faoi 2030, beidh orainn cur chuige trasna an Rialtais ar fad le comhoi-
briu iliomad pdirtithe leasmhara. Is tionscadal fadtéarmach ¢ sin agus ta go leor dishlan ann.
Beidh cur chuige praiticitil comhordaithe ag teastéil uaidh sa tréimhse suas go dti 2030.

Ta an Bille reatha at4 faoi bhraid Thithe an Oireachtais dirithe go priomha ar earcaiocht sa
statseirbhis sa todhchai. Ni mor duinn gan dearmad a dhéanamh ar an 40,000 né mar sin stat-
seirbhiseach at4 againn cheana féin. Ta cursai idirmheanacha agus ardchursai Gaeilge ar fail do
gach statseirbhiseach tri OneLearning, an t-ionad seirbhisi comhroinnte foghlama agus forbar-
tha don statseirbhis, ata lonnaithe 1 Roinn Caiteachais Phoibli agus Athchoirithe. Leanann s¢ ar
aghaidh ag obair le Gaelchultur chun sraith ctrsai Gaeilge a chur ar fail ar line. Is ¢ an rin ata
ag na cursai sin na tacu le baill fhoirne a n-innitilacht sa Ghaeilge a fhorbairt agus, ar bhonn tab-
hachtach, cur le cumas na statseirbhise seirbhisi a sholathar tri mheén na Gaeilge don phobal.

Mar a shonraitear san aighneacht, ta 1,291 statseirbhisigh claraithe ar chiirsa oiliina Gaeilge
6 2018 i leith. T4 307 claraithe i mbliana. T4 OneLearning ag forbairt a chéad ghluin eile de
chursai oilitina faoi lathair. Airitear leis seo béim leantnach ar oilitint sa Ghaeilge a sholathar
agus pleananna chun cursa Gaeilge do thosaitheoiri a thabhairt isteach.

Mar thocal scoir, ta bothar fada le taisteal chun an sprioc earcaiochta dashlanach a bhaint
amach go mbeidh 20% d’earcaigh nua in ann a gcuid oibre a dhéanambh tri Ghaeilge faoi 2030.
Leis an spriocbhliain 2030 mar phdirt den Bhille neartaithe, ba cheart an sprioc earcaiochta a
bhaint amach, agus leis an tagairt shainitla do na gealltanais seo i1 Straitéis Athnuachana na
Statseirbhise 2030 a seoladh i mi na Bealtaine 2021, cinnteofar go mbeidh an statseirbhis ar fad
ar bhord lena chinntit go ndéanfar an iarracht is fearr na spriocanna seo a bhaint amach.
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Is féidir le baill an choiste a bheith cinnte go n-oibreoidh oifigigh sa Roinn Caiteachais
Phoibli agus Athchoirithe agus sa tSeirbhis um Cheapachain Phoibli go réamhghniomhach mar
bhall den choiste comhairleach atd le bunu ag an Aire Turasoireachta, Cultuir, Ealaion, Gael-
tachta, Spoirt agus Medn nuair a bheidh an Bille reatha atd faoi bhrdid Thithe an Oireachtais
curtha i bhfeidhm.

Gabhaim buiochas leis na baill aris as cuireadh a thabhairt dainn teacht os comhair an
choiste inniu agus ta muid ag tntth le bheith i rannphairtiocht leo amach anseo.

Chairman: An bhfuil an Dr. Aodhdn Mac Cormaic ag iarraidh aon rud a r4 ag an stad seo?
Dr. Aodhan Mac Cormaic: No, nilim.
Chairman: Rachaidh mé direach go dti ceisteanna ¢ na Teachtai.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Gabhaim buiochas leis na finnéithe as an gcur i lathair agus as
an aighneacht a chur ar fail roimh ré duinn. T4 mé ag iarraidh an coras atd ann a thuiscint, go
moér mor 6 thaobh an iarrataséra a dhéanfadh iarratas ar phost neamhspeisialta sa statseirbhis.
Ta grad ginearalta ann agus, de réir mar a thugaim — b’fhéidir go mbeidh na finnéithe in ann
¢ seo a dheimhnit - is iad na daoine is mo a earcaitear na oifigigh chléireachais agus oifigigh
theidhmiuchdin. De réir a thuigim, ma chuireann siad isteach ar an bpainéal Gaeilge, ni gh-
lactar leis go huathoibrioch go bhfuil cumas Béarla acu freisin. Ni diritear iad do phoist nach
bhfuil Gaeilge ag teastdil uathu. Tagraim do dhaoine nach gcuireann isteach ar an bpainéal
datheangach, mar a dtugann an Roinn air, ach, ni painéal datheangach i1 ndairire é. Is é an
painéal Gaeilge an painéal datheangach, i ndairire, mar glactar go bhfuil Béarla ag gach uile
dhuine air. Sa chas sin ni ghlactar leis na daoine seo ar chor ar bith. Tabharfaimid “an painéal
Gaeilge” agus “an painéal Béarla” orthu. An bhfuil an ceart agam, ma theastaionn le duine a
bheith airithe le poist nach bhfuil riachtanais na Gaeilge i gceist - agus muid ag caint faoi lio-
facht Bhéarla — is fit cur isteach ar an bpainéal Béarla freisin?

Eirionn mo dhara ceist as sin. Abair muna ndéantar é sin agus go mbionn duine ar an
bpainéal Gaeilge amhdin, ma thagann post suas nach mbionn Gaeilge ag teastail ach go bhfuil
Béarla ag teastail, an bhfuil an ceart agam, nach n-airitear an duine don phost a bhfuil Béarla
de dhith, fit d& bheidis iomlan cailithe don phost sin? Chomh maith leis sin, cé mhéad duine a
thuigeann go gcaithfidh siad a chur isteach ar an da phainéal le bheith céilithe d’iomlan na bpost
sa statseirbhis, idir Béarla agus Gaeilge - mas rud ¢ go bhfuil Gaeilge acu — chun an deis is fearr
a bheith acu chun an post a thail?

Mar an triu ceist, ma chuireann Gaeilgeoir isteach ar an d4 phainéal, an bhfuil aon taifead
ag an Roinn ar c¢€ hiad is thisce 4 earcaitear uathu? Ma chuireann duine isteach ar an bpainéal
Gaeilge agus ar an bpainéal Béarla, an mo seans go ndéanfai an duine a earcu i dtosach 6n
bpainéal Béarla, de bharr go bhfuil i bhfad nios moé poist 1 gceist, na da mbeadh ag an duine
céanna ar an bpainéal Gaeilge? T4a sé raite nach bhfuil ach 0.4% de na poist sainordaithe le
bheith ag lorg liofacht sa Ghaeilge né poist dhatheangach. Mura dtuigeann muid € sin agus
mura bhfaighimid soiléireacht air sin, ni bheidh muid in ann aon bhreithitinas siurailte a fhail ar
an bhfath nach bhfuil daoine ag cur isteach ar an bpainéal Gaeilge.

Go minic, bionn dha fhadhb in intinn na ndaoine le Gaeilge. Is i an chéad cheann na go
bhfuil lion na bpost Gaeilge an-bheag agus mar sin bheadh sé i bhfad nios fearr déibh a bheith
ar an bpainéal moér. Is 1 an dara fadhb na go mbionn siad sainnithe, i dtosach baire ar aon chaoi,
1 bpoist Ghaeilge amhain. Ni féidir leo dul isteach i go leor Ranna eile ma theastaionn uathu
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mar deirtear leo nach poist Gaeilge iad, ma théann siad ar an bpainéal sin. Silim féin, mura
bhfaighimid tuiscint shoiléir ar an gceist seo, ni bheidh muid in ann aon dul chun cinn a dhé-
anamh.

Chairman: C¢ ar mhaith leo freagra a thabhairt ar sin?

Mr. David Cagney: If Mr. O’Toole would like to take that question, I am happy for him to
respond.

Mr. Rob O’Toole: I thank Deputy O Cuiv for his questions. This is very much in line with
some of the parliamentary questions we have received earlier, such as the debate with the Min-
ister of State, Deputy Smyth.

I hope to answer most of the Deputy O Cuiv’s questions and will answer them in order. In
reference to the purpose of the Irish language panels, the first key point is about ensuring that
we meet the demand for Irish language posts in the civil service. The Deputy pointed out, based
on the report from An Coimisinéir Teanga, that circa 0.4% of roles require Irish at the moment.
We believe — I am sure Dr. Mac Cormaic while come in on this point later — that as the Bill
comes to fruition there will be more Irish language posts available across both the public and
civil services. We also said that we hire about 1% of people on the Irish language side, there-
fore, we more than meet the current demand.

To answer the Deputy’s first question, he is correct that the CO and EO grades are where
most of the roles are. That typically accounts for nearly 50% of civil service positions. In terms
of the opportunities, it is not just about the roles that are available. I would ask that we consider
the level of applications. On a like-for-like basis on the CO panels, English-bilingual versus
the Irish-only, there is about a 1:93 difference in the applications. We believe that by offering
people the opportunity to apply for both, aids people who have the Irish language.

In terms of the next question about where one is most likely to get promoted out of, that is

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Ni hi sin an cheist. T4 si maidir le duine a cheaptar as - appointed
out of - an bpainéal Gaeilge. Tugtar an painéal datheangach ar an gceann eile an ea?

Mr. Rob O’Toole: I am referring to the English panel in which applicants can show a pref-
erence for an Irish role as well. We offer both those opportunities. In the last CO competition,
2.3% of applicants said they had an interest in an Irish role as well. We, therefore, try to give
both opportunities.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Ta mé ag iarraidh ¢ seo a thuiscint mar at4 gach duine eile ar an
taobh seo den Seomra.

Mr. Rob O’Toole: Yes.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: M4 chuirtear isteach ar an bpainéal Béarla, is painéal dhathean-
gach ¢ agus is féidir le duine a r4 gur mhaith leis n6 lei post le Gaeilge.

Mr. Rob O’Toole: Yes.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: M4 cuirtear isteach ar an bpainéal Gaeilge, glactar go bhfuil Bé-
arla aige no aici.
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Mr. Rob O’Toole: Yes, that is correct.
Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: An nglactar go bhfuil Béarla aige n6 aici?

Mr. Rob O’Toole: I understand the point Deputy O Cuiv has made. He also raised the with
the Minister of State as well. Yes, I think there would be a high probability that he or she would
have English.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Bheadh sé dodhéanta don statseirbhis i gcoitinne até ag obair tri
Ghaeilge a theidhmiu gan Bhéarla mar bionn si ag plé le daoine eile nach bhfuil Gaeilge acu.
Bionn an Dr. Mac Cormaic, mar shampla, ag plé le daoine i mBéarla an t-am uilig. Gach uile
duine sa statseirbhis a phléitear cursai i nGaeilge, bionn siad ag plé le cursai i mBéarla freisin
go cumasach. Tagann codanna suas i nGaeilge mar aon leis an mB¢arla. Glacaim leis go bhfuil
Béarla ag na daoine sin.

Ma thagann post le Gaeilge suas, an dtéitear trid an dd phainéal? Maidir leis na daoine
le marc 1 ndiaidh a n-ainm ag léirit go bhfuil Gaeilge agus Béarla acu, an gcuirtear iad siud
1 gcomparaid leis na daoine atd ar an bpainéal Gaeilge amhdin, agus mas ea cén chaoi? Cuir
1 gcas go bhfuil an Roinn le caram na Gaeltachta ag iarraidh duine le Gaeilge a cheapadh, an
dtéitear sios an painéal dadtheangach, mar a dtugann na finnéithe air? An féidir duine a bheith
air gan ach Béarla amhain a bheith aige n6 aici ach a ra go bhfuil Gaeilge aige no aici freisin?
An dtéitear sios an painéal sin agus an painéal a bhaineann le Gaeilge amhain acu, ag an am
céanna? Cén chaoi a roghnaitear duine agus cén tosaiocht a thugtar dé n6 di? Ni thuigim cén
fath go bhfuil an da phainéal ann.

Shilfi d4 mbeadh painéal amhdain ann agus daoine airithe le “datheangach” ina ndiaidh a n-
ainm, agus da mbeadh post ddtheangach ag teacht anuas, is € sin post le Gaeilge chomh maith le
Béarla, go dtabharfai don chéad duine eile ar an liosta €. T4 Rob O’Toole ag ra “No”, go bhfuil
painéal amhdain - Gaeilge agus Béarla - agus ma ta Gaeilge ag duine chomh maith le Béarla
cuirfear marc lena ainm n6 lena hainm. Sa phainéal Gaeilge amhain, glactar go mbionn Gaeilge
agus Béarla acu. Ma cheaptar duine sa Roinn le ciiram na Gaeltachta, ca bhfaightear € no6 i agus
cén tosaiocht a thugtar don da phainéal?

Mr. Rob O’Toole: In that case, if a Department comes to the Public Appointments Service,
PAS, and asks for an Irish specific role, we would tend to look at the Irish speaking panel first.

Deputy Kamon O Cuiv: D4 geuirfinn iarratas isteach sa statseirbhis, d’fhéadfainn a ra
cén fath go shéanfainn an Béarla ata agam, mar t4 sé agam. Cén fath nach gcuirfinn isteach ar
an bpainéal datheangach ina mbeinn dh4 oiread nios fearr as mar ni bheinn ag ligean orm féin
nach bhfuil Béarla agam? Bheinn an-usdideach mar statseirbhiseach mar go mbeinn in ann
plé a dhéanamh 1 mBéarla agus i nGaeilge. Ar an bpainéal eile, thabharfai le fios nach bhfuil
agam ach Gaeilge. D4 mba rud ¢ go gcuirfinn isteach ar an bpainéal datheangach agus nuair
a thiocfadh PAS tharam chun post a thabhairt do dhuine a bhi ar an bpainéal Gaeilge amhain,
nach mbeadh cas agamsa ina choinne a r4 go ndearnadh €ago6ir orm mar duradh gur painéal
datheangach ¢é?

Taim 4 rd seo mar go bhfuil dishlan mor againn. Taimid ag séanadh an buntéiste mor ata
ag an gcainteoir Gaeilge mar go bhfuil Béarla aige n6 aici. Ni cainteoiri Gaeilge amhain iad. Is
cainteoiri datheangacha iad siad. Is doigh liom go mbeadh sé an-deacair do dhuine 6g meabhair
a bhaint as seo. Mar sin, dd mbeinn ag breathnu air seo, chuirfinn isteach ar an bpainéal dathe-
angach, déarfainn 6 tharla go bhfuil Gaeilge agus Béarla agam, chuirfinn isteach ar an bpainéal
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datheangach. Gheobhainn marcanna breise le hais a bheith aonteangach Gaeilge.
Chairman: Gabhaim buiochas leis an Teachta ach caithfimid bogadh ar aghaidh anois.
Mr. Rob O’Toole: Would you like me to reply?
Chairman: Yes, please.

Mr. Rob O’Toole: There are two points that need to be made here. One is, by offering both
panels, we are giving more opportunities to Irish speakers. Also, in the English panel, people
can sign up to be considered for Irish. In terms of the statistics provided, 2.3% of applicants
said they had Irish proficiency. That has not been tested on those applications. We look to en-
sure we can meet the demand by having an Irish-only panel and by having an opportunity from
the bilingual panel. Panels are there to meet demand. They also run over a certain timeframe.
They are not always filled all of the time. Our first goal is to ensure we have people available
for Irish language roles. It is quite a technical question that deserves more attention and I am
very happy to come back to the committee with a written update afterwards.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: T4 ceist dheireanach agam. Diuirt Rob O’Toole go bhfuil pai-
néal datheangach ann do dhaoine a bhfuil Gaeilge agus Béarla acu. Glacaim leis go bhfuil na
scruduithe go 1éir i mBéarla. Mar sin, tastalann PAS go maith go bhfuil Béarla acu, ach duirt an
finné nach ndéantar aon seicedil ar Ghaeilge na n-iarrthoiri tar éis an phroisis sin uilig.

Mr. Rob O’Toole: No, that-----

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Ni thugtar aon tosaiocht déibh agus is rud fanach déibh a ra go
raibh Gaeilge acu, fil mas cainteoiri duchais Gaeilge iad. Chuirfi dallamullég orthu go mbeadh
aon aird a tabhairt ar an raiteas a dhéanfadh siad go bhfuil Gaeilge acu mar nac bacann le PAS
fail amach an bhfuil n6é nach bhfuil siad liofa.

Mr. Rob O’Toole: I will clarify the point I was trying to make. Let us look at the applica-
tion stage as one example. A total of 2.3% of applicants declared they were proficient. We
obviously have to test that later in the application process to verify whether that is the case.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Sula gcuirtear ar an liosta iad — ta sé fiorthabhachtach go mbeidis
soiléir-----

Chairman: Taim ag iarraidh bogadh go dti an Aodhan Mac Cormaic chun a freagra a thab-
hairt.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Sula gcuirtear na hiarrthoiri ar an liosta datheangach, an bhfuil an
tastail sin déanta le cinntiti go bhfuil siad cailithe i nGaeilge?

Mr. Rob O’Toole: Yes. However, the data I referred to came from the applications stage.
I cannot say that the 2.3% of applicants would get through the competition and-or show their
Irish proficiency. The reason we have an Irish-only competition is to ensure we are able to meet
the demand for Irish roles.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: T4 ta tar éis a r4 go bhfuil an tastail-----
Chairman: A Theachta O Cuiv, t4 an Dr. Mac Cormaic ag iarraidh freagra a thabhairt.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: T4 ceist amhain dheireanach agam. Taimid ag dul thart i gciorcal
anseo agus ba mhaith liom an freagra ceart a fhail.
8
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Chairman: Nilimid ag bogadh ar aghaidh. Nil an Dr. Mac Cormaic ach ag iarraidh cuidiu
leis an bhfreagra seo mar go bhfuil s¢ gafa leis.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Duirt Rob O’Toole da mbeadh Gaeilgeoir ag teastail 6 PAS,
go dtogfai ¢ 6n bpainéal Gaeilge amhdin agus nach mbacfai leis ag an gcéad duine eile ar an
bpainéal, fil ma raibh sé tar éis tastail go raibh Gaeilge aige n6 aici. Is i an fhadhb ata le sin
na nach mbeadh a thios ag an té a chuir isteach ar an bpainéal datheangach agus a bhi tar éis
teist Ghaeilge a dhéanamh go raibh an rud caite ar leataobh go dti go raibh gach duine togtha
on bpainéal eile.

Chairman: Tuigim a bhfuil 4 rd ag an Teachta. Glaoim ar an Dr. Mac Cormaic chun freagra
a thabhairt.

Dr. Aodhian Mac Cormaic: Ba mhaith liom cur leis an méid a duairt Rob O’Toole. Is féidir
an iomarca béime a chur ar an gcoras ata ann faoi lathair. Mar is eol do na baill uilig até anseo,
td an coiste comhairleach le bunu faoin mBille nua agus beidh an Roinn Caiteachais Phoibli
agus Athchoirithe, PAS, muid féin, agus eagraiochtai eile a earcaionn daoine timpeall an bhoird
sin. Beidh an coiste comhairleach in ann breathnu ar aon aimhréidh, ma ta si ann, agus ansin
comhairle a thabhairt don Aire maidir leis sin chun diriti ar na deacrachtai at4 ardaithe agus
chun iad a réiteach. Beidh rol laidir ag an gcoiste comhairleach.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Ta sé fiorthdbhachtach, tar éis na mblianta seo, a thaispedint go
bhfuil an rud seo, mar a duirt Aodhan Mac Cormaic, go hiomldn in aimhréidh dochreidte. Bhi
duine i1 dteagmhail liomsa le gairid atd ar ceann de na bpainéal seo. Bhi sé an-deacair domsa
meabhair a bhaint den choéras, agus ta taithi agam a bheith ag plé¢ leis an statseirbhis.

Chairman: Tiocfaidh muid ar ais go dti an cheist seo ag deireadh an chruinnithe mas ga,
mar ta Teachtai eile ann le ceisteanna. Nilim chun bogadh ar aghaidh go hiomlan.

Senator Lorraine Clifford-Lee: Gabhaim buiochas as an gcur i lathair. T4 “Irish role”
luaite ag na finnéithe cupla uair. T4 an Ghaeilge ag teastail 6 gach aon phost trasna an bhoird i
ngach aon leibhéal. An aontaionn na finnéithe leis sin?

Mr. David Cagney: When the Senator refers to it as being “needed”, I think it is highly
desirable but there are only specific particular roles that it would be absolutely needed for. It
would be difficult to say that it is needed in all circumstances, if I understood the Senator’s
question correctly.

Senator Lorraine Clifford-Lee: Ni aontaim le David Cagney 1 ndairire. T4 Gaeilgeoiri ag
teastail 1 ngach aon leibhéal sa Statchoras. Cruthaionn sé sin éileamh ar sheirbhisi agus nios mo
seirbhisi a chur ar fail. M4 t4 an da theanga ag iarrthoéiri, ba choir doibh marc nios airde a thail
agus iad a chur ar bharr gach aon liosta - i ngach aon chés agus do gach aon phost - chun cinntiu
go bhfuil cainteoiri liofa i ngach aon leibhéal sa Statchdras. An aontaionn na finnéithe leis sin?

Mr. David Cagney: No, I do not agree with that. As I understand it, the practice in the past
of awarding in or around 10% worth of extra marks for successful applicants who could speak
as Gaeilge was felt to be quite discredited in that it did not recognise competency in the wider
sense and perhaps gave a bias to people who could speak Irish but who may not necessarily
have been able to do the job. The sense now is that it would be important that people would
actually be able to do the job. While I would not necessarily agree with the Senator that every-
body should be proficient in Irish, it would be highly desirable that they would be, which is part
of the aspiration in the Bill.
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Senator Lorraine Clifford-Lee: An bhfuil aon rud breise ar intinn ag an Roinn chun dao-
ine le Gaeilge a chur ar aghaidh chun poist a thail sa choras Stait?

Mr. David Cagney: I do not quite follow the Senator’s question. When the Senator men-
tions moving people, is she saying-----

Senator Lorraine Clifford-Lee: Is ¢ sin chun promotions a chur ar fail do dhaoine ata sa
choras faoi lathair chun poist nios airde a bhaint amach.

Mr. David Cagney: Would that be because of their capacity to speak in Irish?
Senator Lorraine Clifford-Lee: Yes.

Mr. David Cagney: No, I do not think we intend to go that particular route. There are
opportunities for specific Irish language posts which may be promotional opportunities but it
would not make sense to promote somebody or to create a competition for somebody simply
because they speak Irish. It would not be to the benefit of what we are trying to achieve in the
Bill if we took that particular approach.

Senator Lorraine Clifford-Lee: Conas a dhéantar cinneadh ar riachtanais Ghaeilge ag rol
sa statseirbhis n6 gan riachtanais Ghaeilge a bheith ann ag roil airithe?

Mr. David Cagney: I can only speak for the Civil Service but the Irish language positions
are determined by the offices or Departments themselves. It iis not a matter for my organisa-
tion to decide which posts should or should not be an Irish language post. That demand then
translates into a request to the Public Appointed Service, as my colleague Mr. O’Toole pointed
out, to recruit people for specific Irish language positions.

Senator Lorraine Clifford-Lee: T4 dushlan mér ann mar t4 na figitiri sin an-iseal. An bh-
fuil an Roinn ag dul isteach sna ollscoileanna ag iarraidh daoine le Gaeilge a mhealladh isteach
chun cur isteach ar phoist sa chdras poibli né an bhfuil an Roinn ag cur na féidearthachtai in ial
doibh siud?

Mr. David Cagney: The Senator has raised a wider question and it is directly relevant to
the specific question she has asked. We absolutely accept that the pool coming through is far
too low, which is essentially our main challenge. It is not that there is no opportunities as there
clearly are. From a wider Civil Service point of view we need to be speaking to potential as-
pirants to Civil Service careers at the decision points in their journey. Clearly, that is people
who are coming up to do their leaving certificate and to qualify in college. Even from the point
of view of recruiting the kind of skills that the Civil Service is going to need, we need to be
targeting those cadres anyway at those particular points in their decision-making process. That
also affords us the opportunity in the context of what career opportunities may be available to
indicate what those possibilities in Irish language posts are or posts in which we would wel-
come people who can converse in the Irish language. That will be part of a strategy we will be
deploying in consultation with the Public Appointment Service which is in turn part of the Civil
Service ten-year renewal plan.

I cannot speak specifically for what is happening in education but my colleague, Dr. Mac
Cormaic can. My understanding is that there is some thinking within the educational system
about aligning the teaching of Irish with the accepted standardisation for the speaking of for-
eign languages which would seem to us to make a lot of sense in terms of our ability to recruit
people with that level of proficiency to the Civil Service. This is assuming, of course, that we
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can convince people as we speak to them at the decision points in their careers about those op-
portunities.

Senator Lorraine Clifford-Lee: Ach nil-----

Chairman: Nil an t-am againn. T4 an Dr. Mac Cormaic ag iarraidh teacht ar ais chomh
maith.

Senator Lorraine Clifford-Lee: Mas féidir liom pointe beag amhain eile a dhéanamh, nil
aon phlean faoi lathair chun dul isteach sna Gaelcholaisti n6 sna hollscoileanna timpeall na tire
chun na féidearthachtai a chur in 1al, an bhfuil?

Mr. David Cagney: We do that.

Senator Lorraine Clifford-Lee: Ag diriu isteach ar na féidearthacht ata ann sa chéras Stait
a bhaineann le Gaeilge ach go hairithe ata i gceist agam.

Mr. David Cagney: We do that in the round but it is very difficult to talk to somebody about
opportunities in the Civil Service where the demand for those posts, never mind the throughput,
is quite low. We speak to schools and colleges and target those communities through the media,
Raidi6 na Gaeltachta, Irish language newspapers etc.

Senator Lorraine Clifford-Lee: Caithfidh an Roinn an t-éileamh sin a chrutht, mas féidir
liom € sin a ra, agus diria isteach mar t4 na figitiri sin an-iseal. Ta dashlan ollmhér ann agus
caithfidh an Roinn diria isteach agus plean suntasach a chur ar bun até dirithe isteach ar an te-
anga. An aontaionn an tUasal Cagney leis an méid sin?

Mr. David Cagney: Absolutely and as I indicated, the Civil Service is now in the process
of developing an action plan to support its next ten-year renewal strategy. A key component of
that action plan is the recognition of the targets that will be set out in this Bill, assuming it is
passed, which I have no doubt it will be. In the manner of the Civil Service renewal process,
Civil Service Renewal 2030, the expectation is that cross-Department and cross-office there
will be an action plan which will identify where the key levers are in creating that awareness
and desire that the Senator has just referred to. Clearly, as I said earlier, the aim is to then target
people at decision points in their careers.

The other thing, taking on board the Senator’s point, is that we have in a sense a captive
audience of 41,000 civil servants. The indication is that from looking at the take-up of oppor-
tunities in our OneLearning Civil Service training initiative, there seems to be an increasing
desire on the part of civil servants for their own developmental purposes to pursue learning and
training in the Irish language. There are therefore a number of opportunities which we hope to
leverage in the context of our ten-year plan.

Senator Lorraine Clifford-Lee: Ar an bpointe sin, céard ata déanta le htisaid na Gaeilge a
spreagadh 1 measc foirne do Roinne féin? Mar is eol do chach, mura mbaintear isdid as teanga,
caillfear i.

Mr. David Cagney: [ am aware of informal networks within the Department where people
who enjoy conversing in Irish with colleagues do so. Formally, the Department has no struc-
ture in place in that regard. Looking again at the wider diversity challenge in the Civil Service
and indeed in the public service, that is again a key call-out in our Civil Service Renewal 2030
strategy. We will certainly be seeing to how we can leverage that desire on the part of people
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again to create and support networks which will obviously include people who would wish to
converse as Gaeilge, even if it is just socially in the course of their work.

Returning to the target issue which is very much the focus of our thinking, no one solution
is going to solve this particular issue. There needs to be a multiple range of initiatives in order
to achieve this quite challenging target.

Chairman: Sula gcuirfear ceist eile isteach, bhi an Dr. Mac Cormaic ag iarraidh teacht
isteach.

Dr. Aodhan Mac Cormaic: Cuirfidh mé leis an méid até raite ag mo chomhghleacai. Ta
plean naisitunta aitheanta agus t4 fordil i mBille na dTeangacha Oifigiula nua faoi, chun plean
naisitnta a thorbairt. Beidh an coiste comhairleach ata le bunt ag aithint na bpost agus na n-
aiteanna a bhfuil na tosaiochtai i dtaobh poist a lionadh le daoine le Gaeilge trasna an chorais
Stait, sa statseirbhis agus sa tseirbhis phoibli. Beidh béim mhoér curtha ar an nGaeltacht ansin
agus ar aon ait a bhfuil bearnai ann agus beidh straitéisi leagtha amach chun na bearnai sin a
lionadh. T4 sé tabhachtach a aithint gurb ¢ sin an cur chuige nua a bheidh ann agus beidh an
coiste comhairleach agus an d4 Roinn ag obair i gcomhar leis na comhlachtai poibli éagsula ata
ann le haghaidh an phlean naisiunta sin a chur i dtoll a chéile.

Mar a duirt an tUasal Cagney, ta sé raite go sonrach i straitéis athnuachan na statseirbhise
go gcuirfear an plean sin i bhfeidhm. Foilsiodh an plean sin thart ar mhi ¢ shin. Is cur chuige
an-dearfa don todhchai ¢ sin.

I dtaobh a bheith ag dul isteach sna scoileanna, ta conradh againne le Conradh na Gaeilge
le roinnt mhaith blianta anois. Cuireann siad Se6 Boéthair isteach sna scoileanna dara leibhéal,
sna colaisti samhraidh agus sna hollscoileanna le cur ar stile na ndaoine 6ga na deiseanna ata
ann chun poist a fhail sa tseirbhis phoibli.

Ceithre n6 cuig bliana 6 shin rinne an tAontas Eorpach cinneadh deireadh a chur leis an
maolu ar usdid na Gaeilge san Aontas ag deireadh na bliana seo. Bhiomar ag cur nios mo6 béime
ar na poist san Eoraip leis an sed bhothair sin, ach mar is eol don chomhchoiste, d’eisigh an
Coimisiun Eorpach thart ar thri seachtaine 6 shin tuarascail 4 ra nach raibh aon bhac le deireadh
a chur leis an maolu ag deireadh na bliana seo. Ciallaionn s¢ sin go bhfuil an sprioc sin bainte
amach ag Usaid, mar a duairt David Cagney, go leor straitéisi. Nior réitiomar an thadhb sin le
haon rud amhain agus bhi go leor straitéisi & n-isdid againn ansin. Is ¢ ceann de na rudai a
d’Gisaideamar ansin na an sed bothair atd ag Conradh na Gaeilge. B’théidir go mbeimid ag
athrt an bhéim anois sa straitéis maidir leis an sprioc ata sa Bhille le haghaidh 20% d’earcaithe
nua a bheith ina gcainteoiri Gaeilge agus go gcuirfimid nios mé béime ar an tseirbhis phoibli sa
bhaile seachas an tseirbhis phoibli san Eoraip.

Tugann an 20% sin teachtaireacht laidir, rud nach raibh ann cheana féin, go bhfuilimid in
ann dul isteach agus cur leis an rud atd & dhéanamh ag Conradh na Gaeilge sna blianta amach
romhainn, an teachtaireacht a thabhairt do na scoileanna agus do na hollscoileanna agus, fit am-
hain, ag leibhéal eile, go mbeimid ag obair lena leithéid Tuismitheoiri na Gaeltachta a dhéanann
obair leis na teaghlaigh Ghaeltachta atd ag iarraidh a gclanna a thogail le Gaeilge.

Nuair atd cinneadh & dhéanamh ag tuismitheoiri faoi cén teanga a bhfuil siad lena husaid
lena gcuid gasur a thogail, tuigfidh siad an buntaiste eacnamaioch atd ansin 6n teanga agus go
bhfuil na deiseanna fostaiochta anseo. Bionn tuismitheoiri uile an-thadradharcach agus iad ag
breathni amach ar na deiseanna is fearr da gcuid paisti. Is é sin an t-am lena aghaidh sin agus
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bheinn ag suil in imeacht na mblianta go bhfeicfimid méadi ar lion na ndaoine at4 ag iarraidh
an teanga a thabhairt ar aghaidh dé& gcuid gasur féin agus na deiseanna sin a chrutht doéibh.
Luaigh David Cagney ¢ seo. Is straitéis fhadtéarmach € seo. Caithfimid tosu ag aois an-0g
agus le tuismitheoiri 6ga. Is iad sin na daoine at4 direach ag tosu amach lena gcuid clanna.
Caithfimid diriu isteach ar na céimeanna eile freisin agus usdid a bhaint as na straitéisi éagstla
a d’Gsdideamar le cuig bliana anuas le freastal ar dheireadh an mhaolaithe ar Gisdid na Gaeilge
san Aontas Eorpach.

Senator Lorraine Clifford-Lee: Gabhaim buiochas as an eolas sin.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Failtim roimh David Cagney agus Rob O’Toole, agus feara-
im failte ar ais roimh an Dr. Aodhan Mac Cormaic. Fearaim mile failte roimh Eva Ni Shuillea-
bhain agus mo bhuiochas di as an bpriomhraiteas a Iéamh amach i nGaeilge. Gabhaim buiochas
freisin as a n-obair agus an chaipéisiocht a bheith curtha ar fail i nGaeilge agus i mBéarla agus
ta sé 1éite agam.

Ni raibh mé rd-shasta nuair a fuair mé amach go raibh cruinniti inniu ach, in ainneoin sin
agus na mothtichéan a bhi agam, t4 sé thar a bheith suimiuil, i ndairire. T4 na hionadaithe ata os
ar gcomhair 6n Roinn Caiteachais Phoibli agus Athchoirithe 6n Roinn is tdbhachtai ¢ thaobh
na Gaeilge de, agus ni hi sin Roinn an Dr. Mac Cormaic, cé go bhfuil si sin tdbhachtach freisin.
T4 an Roinn Caiteachais Phoibli agus Athchoirithe i bhfad nios tdbhachtai do shaol na Gaeilge
6 thaobh tuisceana, acmhainni agus airgead a chur ar fail. Ni airgead amhdin ach t4 an tuiscint
ag teastail freisin.

Ta rud beag in easnamh, is docha, anseo. Dealraitear dom go bhfuil na finnéithe ag maiomh
nach bhfuil lion na statseirbhiseach r6-dhona, i ndairire, nuair a chuirtear i gcomhthéacs leis an
méid daoine a labhraionn an Ghaeilge trid an tir. B’théidir go bhfuil mithuiscint ann. Fillim
ar an gCoimisinéir Teanga in 2018 nuair a chuir sé in 1al chomh hiseal is a bhi lion na stat-
seirbhiseach le Gaeilge. Ta na hionadaithe anseo ag teacht ar ais agus ag ra linn nach bhfuil sé
r6-dhona 1 nddirire nuair a chuirtear i gcomhthéacs € nuair a luaitear 2.62% ar leathanach 11.
Cuirfidh mé go simpli ¢ mar tdim ag dul timpeall 1 gciorcail anseo. Ta an méid sin cloiste agam
is go bhfuil mearbhall orm anois ach an nglacann na hionadaithe Roinne 1 dts baire go bhfuil
géarchéim ann ¢ thaobh cursai fostaiochta agus na Gaeilge de in ainneoin gurb i an teanga
naisitnta agus an chéad teanga ata againn? Toso6idh me leis an gceist sin.

Mr. David Cagney: Clearly, the Government acknowledges the need to achieve the targets
set out in the Bill and the aspirations it sets out in the programme for Government, as, obvi-
ously, does the Civil Service in support of that, by incorporating this as a key component of the
next renewal plan.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Ni aspirations n6 uaillmhianta atd i gceist anseo. Ta dual-
gais dhlithitlla 1 gceist 6 thaobh Acht na dTeangacha Oifigitila agus an tAcht nios laidre até le
teacht. Nior chuala mé focal faoi chearta n6 faoin dualgas ata ar an Roinn 6 thaobh na teanga
de. Ni ag caint faoi aspirations atdim ar an gcéad dul sios.

I Roinn David Cagney fé€in, nil aon phost ainmnithe ach t sé raite ag ionadaithe na Roinne
anseo go bhfuil ar a laghad seachtar ar leibhéal deonach ann chun cabhair a thabhairt di. An
bhfuil aon duine anseo leis an Roinn inniu ar chomh-leibhéal a bheadh in ann labhairt linn tri
Ghaeilge as an seachtar sin?

Mr. David Cagney: No, there is not.
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Deputy Catherine Connolly: Ar leithligh, is féidir le comhghleacaithe iad féin a aithint go
deonach go bhfuil siad féin liofa sa Ghaeilge. Cé mhéad duine a bhfuil tar éis a chur in 1l don
Roinn go bhfuil siad sasta teacht chun tosaigh chun cabhair a thabhairt don Roinn, sa bhreis ar
an seachtar eile?

Mr. David Cagney: I do not have a specific number on that. We have seven individuals-----

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Cén fath nach bhfuil sé sin aige? T4 a thios agam go bhfuil
seachtar raite agus ta sé sin léite agam. Tosaionn an abairt sa chaipéis chulra, “Ar leithligh, is
féidir le comhghleacaithe iad féin a aithint go deonach go bhfuil siad liofa sa Ghaeilge in eolaire
foirne [na Roinne] ... Cuidionn s¢ sin lenar Lasc-chlar glaonna a chur an mbealach cui.” C¢é
mhéad duine ata tagtha chun cinn faoin gcoéras sin?

Mr. David Cagney: With respect, I do not understand the Deputy’s question.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Is € seo raiteas tosaigh an Roinne, agus ar leathanach 2 ta an
abairt “is féidir le comhghleacai iad féin a aithint go deonach go bhfuil siad liofa sa Ghaeilge”.
Cé mhéad den thoireann ata tagtha chun tosaigh?

Mr. David Cagney: I do not have that number to hand.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: B’fthéidir go mbeidh David Cagney in ann teacht ar ais
chugainn leis an bhfigitr sin, lena thoil.

Ag filleadh ar an gCoimisinéir Teanga agus ar an tuarascail a foilsiodh cupla bliain 6 shin
agus ata luaite ag an Roinn, ar leathanach 4, ni den raiteas tosaigh, gabh mo leithscéal, ach
den dhoiciméad culra a thug an Roinn don chomhchoiste mar chulra ar gach rud agus até thar
a bheith cabhrach duinn, déanann an Roinn tagairt don Choimisinéir Teanga, na figiuiri, an
tuarascail a foilsiodh 1 mi Iail 2019 agus don lion beag statseirbhiseach a bhi abalta n6 liofa i
nGaeilge. Deir an doiciméad, “Nil aon chuis agam a chreiditint go n-athrodh sé seo go moér
da méadofai méid na samplai.” Dhirigh an coimisinéir ar shampla agus td David Cagney ag ra
go n-aontaionn sé leis. Nios measa na sin fos, deir sé, “Nil aon chuis agam a chreiditint go n-
athrodh sé seo go mor da méadotai méid na samplai.” Foilsiodh an tuarascail seo in 2019. Cad
atd déanta 6 shin maidir le torthai na tuarascéla sin?

Mr. David Cagney: Is that question for me?

Deputy Catherine Connolly: T4 an cheist seo do cibé duine atd in ann i a threagairt.
Mr. David Cagney: Can Dr. Mac Cormaic deal with this question, please?

Dr. Aodhan Mac Cormaic: Taim bred a sasta an ceann sin a thogail.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Le cead an Dr. Mac Cormaic, ni déigh liom go bhfuil sé¢ sa
Roinn seo. Taim sasta €isteacht leis gach 14, agus beidh mé, ach ta an cheist seo dirithe ar an
Roinn mar a luadh an méid sco sa raiteas culra.

Dr. Aodhan Mac Cormaic: Le cead an Teachta Connolly, t an da Roinn ag obair le chéile
ar an rud seo. Mar is eol don chomhchoiste, ta Bille na dTeangacha Oifigitla nua le tabhairt
isteach agus ta dul chun cinn moér déanta. Téaimid ag stil go mbeidh sé sin achtaithe roimh
dheireadh na bliana agus tas curtha le ré nua. Ta go leor déanta 6 shin. B’fhéidir nach bhfuil sé
le feiceail ar an talamh go fo6ill ach i1 dtaobh reachtaiochta agus polasaithe de, t4 go leor déanta.
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Deputy Catherine Connolly: Gabh mo leithscéal ach ni theicim aon thianaise go bhfuil.
Foilsiodh an tuarascail leis na torthai tromchtiseacha atd ann agus ta ceist & gcur orm. Tuigim
go bhfuil neart rudai beartaithe cosuil leis an Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge agus an Plean
Gniomhaiochta 2018-2022 ach b’fhéidir nach mbeidh a dhothain ama againn dul isteach sna
rudai sin. Ar rith sé leis an Roinn go raibh géarchéim i gceist nuair a foilsiodh an tuarascail
sin agus ma4 rith, cad a rinne an Roinn 6 thaobh oilitiint a chur ar an bhfoireann uile 6 thaobh
thabhacht na Gaeilge, liofacht sa Ghaeilge agus daoine a mhealladh, ag dul ar ais go dti an ceist
an tSeanadora Clifford-Lee?

Mr. David Cagney: OneLearning, the new Irish Civil Service Learning and Development
Centre function, is promoting the opportunity for civil servants to learn Irish. This is not neces-
sarily to do with their career etc. although it clearly would help, but it is to encourage them to
speak Irish. The indications are that the take-up of that opportunity over recent years is increas-
ing. This would seem to suggest to us that there is a desire on the part of civil servants across
the board to speak the language. One of the key things that we need to do in our strategy is to
discover how to leverage that. One of the challenges that we have, as I set out in the statement,
is that there is a nervousness on the part of the civil servants who have a fluency in Irish that if
they put their hand up and ask for that to be recognised, they end up in a situation where they
become the go-to person for every Irish language query in a Department. If that image is very
much to the fore it will not encourage people to come forward so we have to break down that
particular culture also. The fact that take-up is occurring in OneLearning, notwithstanding that
concern, is a pretty positive situation.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Taim ag streachailt chun rud dearfach a tharraingt as an méid
sin. Tuigim go bhfuil neart Gaeilge ag a lan statseirbhiseach. Mo bhuiochas don Uasal Cagney
gur luaigh sé ¢ sin anseo. Ach t4 sé raite aige gurbh é an drogall ata ar statseirbhisigh teacht
chun tosaigh na an droch-thaithi a bhi acu ar scoil. Cinnte, bhi droch-thaithi ag a 1an againn
ach ni doigh liom gurbh ¢ sin an dishlan is mo anois ata ag na daoine sin. Ceapaim gurbh é an
dashlan don Roinn na na daoine a mhealladh agus brabus — drochfhocal ¢ sin, 1 ndairire — n6
bealach dearfach a chruthu chun iad a mhealladh ionas gur i é sin a dhéanambh.

Ag dul ar ais go dti na ceisteanna a chuir an Teachta O Cuiv, ni déigh liom go bhfuil freagra
sasuil cloiste agam agus d’¢éist mé go géar. I ndairire, bhi mearbhall orm mar t4 sé raite i raiteas
tosaigh na Roinne freisin go bhfuil buntdiste faoi leith ag daoine le Gaeilge. Is maith an rud ¢
sin ach nil na torthai le feicedil agus ni raibh aon soiléireacht sna freagrai a chuala mise ar na
ceisteanna a chuir an Teachta O Cuiv. B’fhéidir go mbeidh na hionadaithe in ann teacht ar ais
anois, no freagrai a bheith scriofa 1 litir, agus na buntaisti agus na figitiri a 1éirit ata bunaithe ar
an mbuntdiste sin atd ag daoine até ag lorg-----

Mr. David Cagney: My colleague indicated that we would do that. The Deputy’s question
is to show us the benefits - statistically I am interpreting - of that approach.

As I said to the Deputy earlier, on the 20% aspiration, we see that there is a short-term,
medium-term and long-term approach. We have talked about the long-term approach regarding
education. Since I appeared before this committee under the chairmanship of the Deputy we
have put in place a number of initiatives as to how we advertise, communicate and, obviously,
deal with the competition process. We are not getting the numbers so we need to go back and
look at that again. My concern based on all of the evidence and some of the research that is
available to me is that it is the pipeline coming through that is the main issue and not the com-
petition status although I absolutely accept that we should look at everything, including the
competition status and the suggestions made by Deputy O Cuiv.
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Deputy Catherine Connolly: B’fhéidir gurbh ¢ sin cuid den réiteach agus t4 neart taithi ag
an Dr. Mac Cormaic 6 thaobh cursai san Eoraip agus an méid foirne a bhi ag teastail ann. Ta ga
le deiseanna a thabhairt do dhaoine laistigh den Roinn, afach, at4 i bhfad nios éasca doibh agus
go bhfuil tairbhe agus fonamh ag baint leis sin.

Criochnéidh mé mo chuid cainte agus gabhaim buiochas leis an gCathaoirleach. D’thoilsigh
an t-iarAire Stait, an Teachta McHugh, an Plean Gniomhaiochta 2018-2022 in 2018 agus ta s¢ i
lathair anseo ar an gcomhchoiste. T4 an réimse gniomhartha ata anseo an-ghearr, ar leathanach
77, ait a luaitear “Riarachan, Seirbhisi agus Pobal” agus t4 dha rud i gceist leis ansin. I dtosach
deir s¢ in 2018 gur le hachta Bhille na dTeangacha Oifigitila go ndireoidh na Ranna uile isteach
ar an gcdras nua, is € sin na caighdedin seachas na scéimeanna teanga. Nios tdbhachtai fos,
deirtear:

Déanfar taighde a choimisitini chun na tosaiochtai d’earct cainteoiri Gaeilge a shainiu,
mar aon leis na tosaiochtai do sholathar seirbhisi as Gaeilge. Déanfar na bealai is éifeachtai
a thiosrt ...

Bhi s¢ anseo mar ghniomh in 2018. An bhfuil a fhios ag aon duine an bhfuil an gniomh sin
comhlionta agus an bhfuil an tuarascail agus an taighde sin déanta?

Dr. Aodhan Mac Cormaic: Mar is eol don Teachta, ba ¢ ceann de na curaimi a bheidh ag an
gcoiste comhairleach até luaite sa Bhille nua né tionscadal mor taighde a dhéanamh agus beidh
an plean naisiinta a bheidh le foilsit i gceann dhé bhliain bunaithe ar an taighde sin. Beidh an
obair sin uile déanta agus na bearnai agus na straitéisi aitheanta sa tionscadal sin.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Ta a fhios agam ¢ sin agus d’fhreastail mé ar na cruinnithe
uile maidir leis an mBille ach nior bhain s¢ seo leis an mBille. Bhi sé seo mar chuspdéir agus
mar ghniomh don Plean Gniomhaiochta 2018-2022.

Dr. Aodhan Mac Cormaic: Cheap mé gur luaigh an Teachta gur le hachta an Bhille-----

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Bhi dhé rud i gceist ach anois t4 sé curtha aris sa todhchai
agus ar an méar fhada. Muidne anseo a chuir bra ar an gcéras maidir le sprioc-am agus sprioc-
dhata a chur isteach. Ag an tis dirt mé go raibh sé deacair muinin a bheith againn, ach buio-
chas le Dia, d’¢éirigh an coras agus beidh Bille nios laidre anois ann.

Dr. Aodhan Mac Cormaic: Is faoi sin a bheidh an taighde 1 gceist ata luaite go sonrach leis

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Ni hé sin an taighde a bhi gceist leis an gniomh-----
Dr. Aodhian Mac Cormaic: Is € sin a bhi 1 gceist ansin.
Deputy Catherine Connolly: Gabhaim buiochas leis an gCathaoirleach.

Deputy Marc O Cathasaigh: Gabhaim buiochas leis an gCathaoirleach agus lenar n-ajon-
na as a n-aighneacht agus a geur i lathair. I dtas baire aontaim leis an Teachta O Cuiv maidir leis
na hainmneacha ata ar an na painéil, is ¢ sin an painéal datheangach sin agus painéal Gaeilge
agus ta sé sin micheart. Ta painéal Béarla agus painéal datheangach ann agus caithfimid ¢ sin
a admhail i dtas baire.

Caithfimid a admbhail freisin go bhfuil baol ann do dhaoine a théann isteach sa statseirbhis
a bhfuil Gaeilge acu 6 thaobh pigeonholing. B’théidir go bhfuil Gaeilge ag duine ag teacht
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isteach sa choras Stait ach nach maith leis n6 1¢i a bheith ag obair i bpost Gaeilge, mar a déarfa.
B’fhéidir gur fearr leo post airithe eile a bheith acu ach a bheith in ann ¢ a dhéanamh tri mhean
an Bhéarla agus na Gaeilge.

Ta an t-abhar pléite go maith againn ar an Roghchoiste le linn dtinn plé a dhéanamh ar
Bhille na dTeangacha Oifigiula (Least) ach is i an cheist larnach atd agam agus muidne ag
bogadh ar aghaidh na céard is innitulacht n6 liofacht ann, i ndéirire. Mar a luadh sa chur 1
lathair, bhi 2.62% den lion daoine a duirt go raibh liofacht acu. San abairt ata i gceist agam, is
¢ “tugadh le fios go bhfuil lion na statseirbhisigh a luaidh go bhfuil liofacht acu” ata scriofa. Ta
sé nios soiléire fos sa leagan Béarla ina n-usaidtear an téarmaiocht “indicated that the number of
civil servants declaring themselves to be competent in Irish was low”. Céard is inniulacht ann?
Céard is liofacht ann? Da gcuirfi an cheist sin orm, an bhfuil mé liofa, déarfainn go bhféad-
fainn cursai aimsire a phlé ach bheinn amhrasach an bhféadfainn filiocht an 170 haois a l1éamh
gan m’thocloir a bheith i mo thaobh agam. Céard is innitlacht ann? Cén leibhéal Gaeilge ata
ag teastdil 6 thaobh post airithe? M4 tdimid chun an sprioc uaillmhianach sin de 20% maidir
le hearcu daoine le Gaeilge a bhaint amach, caithfimid a ra go direach céard is inniulacht ann.

Maidir leis an bhfigiur sin, 2.62% de na daoine a d’threagair an cheist, ta an ardteistiméi-
reacht bainte amach ag beagnach gach duine de na daoine sin. B’fhéidir go bhfuil ardteistiméi-
reacht sa Ghaeilge bainte amach ag 95% de na daoine sin so cén fath go bhfuil siad ag ra nach
bhfuil siad in ann an Ghaolainn a labhairt na aon jab ar bith a dhéanamh tri mhean na Gaeilge
laistigh den statchdras? Mar a duairt mé, ta sé pléite againn ag an roghchoiste go gcaithfimid
rud éigin ar nés na creatlacha coménta Eorpai a thabhairt isteach. Ansin, beidh daoine in ann
a ra go bhfuil siad ar leibhéal B1, B2 n6 C1. Caithfimid torthai na hardteistiméireachta a chur
ar cibé creatlach a usaidfimid. T4 an chreatlach chomoénta ann cheana. Caithfidh go mbeidh a
thios ag daoine a bhfuil an ardteistiméireacht déanta acu gurb ionann grad airithe ag leibhéal
airithe - H1 ag an ardleibhéal mar shampla - agus leibhéal airithe ag an gcreatlach - B1, B2, C1
nd mar sin. D4 ndéanfai ¢ sin, bheadh daoine in ann freagra ceart a thabhairt ar an gceist an
bhfuil liofacht n6 innitlacht acu sa Ghaeilge. An bhfuil aon phlean ag an Roinn Caiteachais
Phoibli agus Athchoirithe né ag an Roinn Turaséireachta, Cultuir, Ealaion, Gaeltachta, Spoirt
agus Medn an creat sin a thabhairt isteach don statseirbhis i gcoitinne ionas go mbeimid in ann
a ra céard is liofacht n6 innitillacht ann?

Mr. David Cagney: Perhaps Dr. Mac Cormaic can come in on the discussions and on where
we are with the Department of Education. I cannot speak for that Department. The Deputy
made a point on proficiency. Level B2 on the common European reference framework for lan-
guages is the most widely cited standard for demonstrating basic proficiency in any language
in a professional context. It is also the level which the Public Appointments Service requires
for general posts in the Civil Service. I believe the question the Deputy is raising is that, given
that people are stating they do not feel proficient despite having come out of secondary school
in recent years with perhaps even an honours qualification, could the leaving certificate incor-
porate the European framework levels, allowing future civil servants to recognise their own
proficiency? I am not certain where the Department of Education is in that regard.

Dr. Aodhan Mac Cormaic: Taimse in ann teacht isteach air sin. Taimid ag caint leis an
Roinn Oideachais faoi lathair faoi sin agus rudai eile. Ta go leor caite ag an Roinn seo i leith
na creatlacha sin a thorbairt sa nGaeilge. Taimid ag ioc os cionn €130,000 in aghaidh na bli-
ana le hOllscoil Mhé Nuad le os cionn deich mbliana le haghaidh na creatlacha sin a fhorbairt
agus a chothu. T4 infheistiocht mhor déanta ag an Stat sa gcreatlach sin. Is € an rud faoina
bhfuilimid ag caint leis an Roinn Oideachais, agus aris nil aon chinneadh faoi seo déanta go
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f6ill, nd go mbeadh an chreatlach sin le htisdid ag an idirbhliain mar thas agus go mbeadh sé
istigh sa gcoras go mbeadh daltai idirbhliana in ann an scrada don Teastas Eorpach na Gaeilge,
TEG, a dhéanamh. Ansin, bheadh siad istigh sa gcoras, mar a déarfa. Ansin, féadfai rud eile
a dhéanamh ag an leibhéal sinsearach den oideachas Stait dara leibhéal. Aris, tdimid ag caint
leis an Roinn Oideachais faoi lathair. T4 go leor mionsonrai faoi sin le hoibriti amach go foill.
Nior mhaith liom a rd go bhfuil sé aontaithe go ndéanfar ¢ sin. T4 na cainteanna fos ag dul ar
aghaidh. Mar is eol don Teachta, t& s¢ istigh sa Bhille teanga go mbeidh an chreatlach Eorpach
in Usaid. Is € sin an fath go bhfuil muid ag iarraidh dul sa treo sin. Mar a duirt an Teachta féin
6 thaobh daoine ag ra go bhfuil Gaeilge acu ach gan a ra cén leibhéal Gaeilge ata i gceist acu,
taimid ag iarraidh rud éicint eolaioch a usdid. Is ¢ an bealach is fearr le hé sin a dhéanamh na
trid an gereatlach Eorpach. T4 sé eolaioch agus seasann sé suas d’aon saghas scrida a chuirtear
air.

Deputy Marc O Cathasaigh: Mar is eol do na finnéithe, ma ta leibhéal B2 ag daoine - agus
is € sin an leibhéal faoina bhfuilimid ag caint - is amhlaidh go mbeadh siad in ann labhairt le
duine ar an teileafon, ach an mbeadh siad in ann dlithe a scriobh? Déarfainn nach mbeadh. Ta
an scradd TEG bunaithe go mor ar an gecreatlach comonta Eorpach um theangacha.

Dr. Aodhan Mac Cormaic: Is an leagan Gaeilge den chreatlach Eorpach é.

Deputy Marc O Cathasaigh: Cuirfidh mé smaoineamh eile os comhair an choiste. Ta sé
pléite agam ag an gComhchoiste um Choimirce Shoéisialach, Forbairt Pobail agus Tuaithe agus
na hOiledin. Taim i gconai ag caint faoi policy coherence. Té deis againn maidir le ceithre rud
ata luaite ag an Rialtas mar aidhmeanna ginearalta: lion na ndaoine a tsdideann an Ghaeilge go
laethuil laistigh den Ghaeltacht a mhéadu; fostaiocht a chrutht i gceantair Ghaeltachta; sprio-
canna earcaiochta 6 thaobh inniulacht Ghaeilge sa Statseirbhis a bhaint amach; agus dilara an
statchorais agus lion na ndaoine atd ag obair 6 chian, n6é remote working, a mhéadu. Ta féide-
arthacht ann faoi lathair. Is am na cinnitina ¢ seo maidir le straitéis costil leis seo. An bhfuil
an Roinn Caiteachais Phoibli agus Athchoirithe sasta breathnti ar an bhféidearthacht ata ann
faoi lathair le dul chun cinn suntasach 6 thaobh obair ¢ chian, n6 remote working? B’fhéidir
go mbeadh ann na daoine le Gaeilge a mhealladh isteach sa statseirbhis agus go mbeadh siad in
ann fanacht sa Ghaeltacht. B’fhéidir go mbeadh na ctpla larionad a chruthu do dhaoine até ag
obair laistigh den statchoras ionas gur féidir leo a bheith lonnaithe sa Ghaeltacht. B’théidir go
bhfuil an smaoineamh seo lasmuigh den abhar ata 4 phlé inniu ach, mar a dairt mé, ba mhaith
liom an smaoineamh seo a chur os comhair na bhfinnéithe ar aon n6s. An bhfuil an Roinn sésta
féachaint ar smaoineamh cosuil leis seo sa todhchai?

Mr. David Cagney: The answer is “Yes”. The Deputies and Senators will be aware of the
recent Government decision to encourage strongly the take-up of blended working across the
Civil Service and public service. My Department is leading the negotiations on that with the
relevant social partners. Without going into the detail of those discussions, which are due to
commence formally next week subject to a couple of governance issues being resolved, the
approach that is likely to be taken is to allow individual Departments and offices to determine
their own approach to blended working. We will not be prescribing what it should look like in
various offices. A number of organisations have asked if we have an issue with Irish speakers
working from home. Subject to the organisational requirements of the Departments, we do not.
We will be actively encouraging Departments to devise arrangements that suit their business
models. If there is a challenge associated with hiring people who are proficient in Irish which
relates to location or the cost of living in the city, blended working would seem a very appro-
priate option. The Deputy also made reference to hubs. That is not on our immediate agenda.
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There does not appear to be any immediate need for that within the Civil Service but that situa-
tion could change as we roll out blended working arrangements, which it is intended to do over
the course of autumn, winter and the first quarter of next year.

Dr. Aodhan Mac Cormaic: Le cur le ceist na mol digiteach, ta an t-infreastruchtir ann. Ta
Udaras na Gaeltachta ag forbairt infreastruchtiir agus gréasain de mhoil dhigiteacha tri Gteic
faoi lathair. Bhi mé i gceann thuas i nGaoth Dobhair thart ar mhi ¢ shin. Is mol state-of-the-art
as an nua €. Bhi mé ar cheann i mBéal an Mhuirthead leis an Aire Stait, an Teachta Chambers,
an la cheana. T4 siad ag dul isteach agus a bhforbairt chuile ait timpeall na Gaeltachta agus ar
na hoiledin. Is deis iontach ¢ sin. Ma thagann an t-¢ileamh, ta an t-infreastruchtur 4 thogail ag
Udarés na Gaeltachta.

Deputy Joe McHugh: Cuirim failte roimh na hoifigigh. Is cruinniu tdbhachtach ¢ seo.
Tugaim aitheantas don Chathaoirleach as ¢ a eagrt. Is 1éir go mbeidh an statchoras ag obair
leis an Roinn ata freagrach as an nGaeltacht agus leis an Roinn Oideachais. Té sé sin iontach
dearfach. Ta cupla ceist agam. Maidir leis an bhearna atd ann 6 thaobh solathair, nil daoine ag
iarraidh na poist le Gaeilge. Ta fadhb ann leis sin. Cuirfidh mé ceist ar an Dr. Mac Cormaic
i dtas baire. Baineann sé leis an churaclam. Bhi sé ag caint faoin idirbhliain. T4 an comhra
tosaithe. T4 sé sin tabhachtach agus suntasach. Chomh maith leis sin, muna bhfuil na daoine
ann, beidh fadhb san fhadtéarma fosta. An bhfuil athri de dhith maidir leis na réamhscoile-
anna, na bunscoileanna n6 na meanscoileanna? Is I€ir go bhfuil na meénscoileanna, na buns-
coileanna agus na réamhscoileanna sna Gaeltachtai ag obair agus ag bogadh ar aghaidh leis an
tumoideachas maraon leis na Gaelscoileanna agus Gaelcholaisti taobh amuigh den Ghaeltacht.
Ta achan rud i gceart. Ta rath agus torthai le feicedil as sin. Baineann an thadhb is mo leis
na scoileanna a theidhmionn tri mhean an Bhéarla. Is ansin atd an fhadhb leis an churaclam
faoi lathair. D4 mbeadh na finnéithe timpeall an bhoird leis an Roinn Oideachais, b’théidir go
mbeadh seansanna agus deiseanna ann. B’théidir go mbeadh am ann breathnt aris ar an chura-
clam. Is ceist amhain ¢ sin.

T4 ceist agam do David Cagney freisin. Baineann s¢ leis na daoine sa statseirbhis atd ag
lorg athraithe no post difritil. B’fhéidir go bhfuil siad lonnaithe i gcathair Bhaile Atha Cliath
agus ag smaoineamh ar bogadh ar ais go Ciarrai, Gaillimh n6 Dln na nGall. Téim ag smaoinea-
mh ar na bailte atd aitheanta mar bhailte seirbhise, mar shampla, Leitir Ceanainn. T4 nios mo
statseirbhisigh lonnaithe i Leitir Ceanainn anois. An bhfuil aon solubthacht ansin? An bhfuil
aon deiseanna ann trid an scéim mobility? Ba chdir go mbeadh. Téim ag iarraidh baruail David
Cagney faoi sin. An bhfuil seans ann do na daoine le Gaeilge dul go dti na bailte seirbhise trid
an scéim mobility? Nilim ag caint faoi Leitir Ceanainn ach faoi Ghaillimh mar ta nasc ag na
bailte seirbhise taobh amuigh den Ghaeltacht leis na daoine le Gaeilge laistigh di. B’théidir go
bhfuil seans ann do na daoine le Gaeilge ata lonnaithe i mBaile Atha Cliath até ag iarraidh post
difriail sa Statseirbhis in aiteanna timpeall na tire.

Dr. Aodhan Mac Cormaic: Ar an gceann sin, tdimid ag caint leis an Roinn Oideachais. Ma
tdimid chun an sprioc sin de 20% a bhaint amach, beidh go leor ag brath ar an gcéras oideachais.
Nior mhaith liom aon rud a rd inniu. Mar is eol do chuile dhuine, ta proiseas comhairliuchain
ar bun ag an National Council for Curriculum and Assessment. Ta sineadh curtha leis sin go
dti mi na Samhna. Nior mhaith liom aon rud a ra anseo a thiocfadh salach ar an bproiseas
combhairliuchan sin. T4 an cheist sin faoin gcuraclam nua don ardteistiméireacht agus an coras
T1-T2 & plé mar chuid den phroiseas sin. Beidh ionchur againn freisin. Beidh baint amach an
sprioc sin de 20% ag brath go leor ar aschur oideachasuil a bheidh ag an gcoras oideachais mar
a bhaineann s¢ leis an nGaeilge.
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Mr. David Cagney: My colleague, Mr. O’Toole, will deal with the specific issue of mobil-
ity. The Deputy also asked about a wider issue in the context of blended working. I will take
that question.

Mr. Rob O’Toole: There are two points to mention with regard to the mobility scheme.
The first is that it is for the Department to decide where roles are based. The more senior roles,
such as principal officer and assistant principal level for example, are advertised and sent out.
The location is decided by the organisation. The Deputy is correct. Moves under the mobility
scheme are permanent. That is an important point. With regard to mobility at the level of cleri-
cal officer and executive officer, if there is a requirement for Irish, it is possible to move down
the panel. At those levels, your position on the list is based on length of service. That applies
to the lists for all areas across the country. However, if there is a specific requirement for Irish,
it is possible to move down the list to someone who is available.

To go back to a point Deputies have made on recruitment, we said we would take Deputy
O Cuiv’s points away with us. With regard to defining competitions, there are two separate
streams. One is the dedicated Irish competitions about which I have spoken. The other is the
non-bilingual competition, which is focused on English. Candidates for this panel are able to
express a preference for an Irish role. Those are better definitions but that does not take away
from us coming back to answer those questions at the next level.

Mr. David Cagney: As my colleague pointed out, mobility involves permanent moves.
While we have come out of what might be termed an experiment, which is unsustainable in
many respects because of the demands it placed on people, we are going into quite a new
environment with blended working. The current thinking is that your right to a blended work-
ing arrangement is by reference to your role. It is not personal to the jobholder. If somebody
decides to move to Letterkenny when opportunities arise under blended working and his or
her role or aspirations for promotion change, we will have to tease out the commitment he or
she has made in locating in Letterkenny. Those promotional opportunities may not arise there.
These are the kinds of issues we will be working through with our colleagues in the trade union
movement as we work through what a blended working model is going to look like. There is
no easy solution to the point the Deputy has made but, with regard to the Irish language, it has
been recognised there should be a real opportunity for people who are fluent and who wish to
remain working within their home environments, which are in Gaeltacht areas in many cases. A
number of queries have come across our desks in that regard recently. We have to work through
the longer-term implications for those people and for their organisations.

Chairman: T4 cupla ceist agam féin. Gabhaim buiochas leis na finnéithe as na ceisteanna
go dti seo a threagairt. Tos6idh mé leis an bpiosa deireanach faoin athru ata ag teacht chugainn
ar fad 6 thaobh na hoibre. Nilim ag cur an milledn ar aon duine ach thug an phaindéim seans
duinn tastail a dhéanamh ar obair 6 bhaile agus obair i mbailte beaga timpeall na tire. Is féidir
linn ar fad a aithint go bhfuil buntdisti ann gur féidir linn féachaint air. Molaim an Roinn as
tus a chur leis an gcaint, ata ag tarla sna comhlachtai priobhdideacha cheana féin, i leith Bhaile
Atha Cliath. T4 aithne agam ar dhaoine ata fostaithe ach nach raibh san oifig riamh toisc gur
earcaiodh iad le bliain n6 bliain go leith anuas. Nior bhuail siad lena gcomhghleacaithe ach ar
Zoom, Teams no a leithéid. I gcésanna dirithe, t4 daoine an-sasta leis sin. T4 roinnt daoine eile
gur fearr leo bualadh le daoine. Roimh an bpaindéim, bhiomar ag féachaint ar a bheith ag obair
ceithre 14 sa tseachtain seachas cuig 1a. Bhi an statseirbhis 1 gconai go maith 6 thaobh cuidit a
thabhairt do dhaoine at4 ag iarraidh obair nios 10, a jabanna a roinnt agus a leithéid. Glacaim
leis go dtarloidh sé sin. B’fhéidir go shilfi nach bhfuil baint ar bith aige sin leis an nGaeilge
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agus is ¢ an fath go bhfuil sé¢ 4 rd agam na go measaim go bhfuil stor daoine ann gur féidir leis
an statseirbhis iad a earcti d4 mbeadh na poist ar fail sa Ghaeltacht fii d4 mbeidis ag obair do
Roinn atd lonnaithe sa chathair. Bionn a lan daoine 6n nGaeltacht ag bogadh go dti cathair
Bhaile Atha Cliath, Corcaigh no fiti an Ghaillimh agus ta costas mér breise i geeist. T4 athra
iomlan saoil i geeist. Is deis € sin. An bhfuil tuairim ag na finnéithe air sin?

Cad iad na buntaisti ata ann do dhaoine at4 ag obair sa statseirbhis? T4 daoine tar éis 20 bli-
ain a chaitheamh ag caitheamh anuas ar an statseirbhis. Sa tréimhse idir 2008 agus pé bliain ina
cuireadh crioch leis an mbord snip, bhitear ag caitheamh anuas ar statseirbhisigh, ar a bpinsin,
ar an tsli inar oibrigh siad agus ar gach rud eile. Nior tugadh deis do na statseirbhisigh riamh an
rol larnach at4 acu sa Stat a choimead ar sitl a chosaint. T4 buntdisti ag baint le bheith ag obair
sa statseirbhis. Le blianta beaga anuas, chuaigh daoine a bhi chun dul i dtreo na statseirbhise
i dtreo eile. Is é sin mar ata ach ba choir diinn i bhfad Eireann nios mé a dhéanamh i leith na
mbuntdisti a bhaineann leis an nGaeilge. Ba choir go mbeadh nios mo scolaireachtai ar fail
doibh sitd ata sa statseirbhis chun freastal ar chursai sa Ghaeltacht. Ba choir nios mo6 ranganna
agus ciorcail chomhrd, idir chinn fhoirmealta agus chinn neamhfhoirmealta, a bheith ann laist-
igh den statseirbhis. Chuideodh sé sin leis na Gaeilgeoiri ata sa statseirbhis a tharraingt amach
astu féin. Bionn siad ctiithalach uaireanta ar eagla go ndéanfai pigeon-holing orthu, mar a luaigh
an Teachta O Cathasaigh. Tarlajonn sé sin. Bionn an token Gaeilgeoir ann sa chtinne gur ga dé
no6 di gach rud a aistrit. Fiafraitear diobh conas a deirtear rudai airithe. Taimse timpeall chomh
fada sin go gcuireann gach duine ceisteanna aistriichain ormsa. Ni aistritheoir mé. Nil céim sa
Ghaeilge agam. Mar sin, bionn orm i1 gcénai a rd nach bhfuil ach mo thuairim féin agam agus
go bhfuil seans ann nach bhfuil sé go hiomlan cruinn. Ma ta gramadach chruinn ag teastail, ba
choir dul go dti aistritheoir.

An sileann na finnéithe go bhfuil gé le nios mo aistritheoiri ni hamhdin i dTithe an Oireachtais
ach sa choras chun cuidit leis an statseirbhis mar eagras cinnte a dhéanamh go bhfuil na dual-
gais ar fad at4 uirthi 6 thaobh na Gaeilge de 4 gcomhlionadh? Is post airithe é. Luaigh David
Cagney ina raiteas tosaigh an iomaiocht ata anois ann idir an statseirbhis agus an tAontas Eor-
pach agus go bhfuil roinnt de na haistritheoiri 4 n-earcu ag an Aontas. Ta airgead breise ar fail
doibh as a bheith fostaithe leis an Aontas Eorpach seachas leis an Stat anseo. An mbeidh fadhb
ann amach anseo? Is ddigh liom go bhfuil an Roinn i gceannas ar thostaiocht do Thithe an
Oireachtais freisin. An mbeidh fadhb againn amach anseo daoine a mhealladh chun obair mar
aistritheoiri, no i bpoist eile a bhaineann leis an nGaeilge, i dTithe an Oireachtais?

Mr. David Cagney: I absolutely empathise, as most people would, with those of us who
could only engage with colleagues over Zoom, Teams and so on for a long time. One of the
issues we will be teasing out as we roll out blended working is how to manage that really im-
portant interface that maintains the culture of organisations and that encourages collaboration
and the innovation that is an output of collaborative activity. It very much enhances the role
of the people manager. All of this has been recognised as presenting a real challenge but it can
be addressed through training and support. I am pretty confident that those issues around new
inductees and so on can be resolved pretty effectively over the course of the roll-out of blended
working. I hope I have understood the Cathaoirleach’s question correctly.

With regard to where we are likely to be with blended working, while the Department of
Public Expenditure and Reform will not be specifying what blended working should look like
in each office, with the exception of the key principles that will apply across the Civil Service
and public service, we will be encouraging Departments to make decisions that make sense
with regard to their operational requirements. From the conversation here today;, it is very clear
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that, if people working in Gaeltacht areas have an interest in working in the Civil Service, there
should be no serious objection to them working in a blended working environment in those
Gaeltacht areas. There are potential medium to long-term career issues involved which have
not been worked through at this particular point in time and arrangements also cannot be made
that are personal to the holder of the post. Leaving those caveats aside, blended working is po-
tentially an important lever - I will not say game-changer - in encouraging fluent Irish speakers
to work in the Civil Service.

In terms of the Cathaoirleach’s point on various initiatives, I do not want to pre-empt the
recommendations to emerge from the committee being set up under the legislation or the initia-
tives which may emerge over the course of the ten-year plan, Civil Service Renewal 2030, as
to how to support and encourage people to speak Irish through various initiatives. As I said
earlier, there is no one fix here. We are going to have to hit this challenge with everything we
have in our armoury. The suggestions the Cathaoirleach has made will certainly have to be
considered. However, I am not in a position to make any further comment in that regard. These
decisions are wider than the remit of my Department.

With regard to the requirement for translators, while it is not within my area specifically,
the Department is conscious of the challenges in that area. Among other things, these relate to
starting pay. I would be reasonably confident that a sensible approach will emerge from my
Department where there are clear business reasons associated with the challenges of attracting
translators. I am not in a position to say anything more about it because it is outside of my remit
but I would be reasonably confident that practical resolutions to those challenges can be found.

Chairman: T4 ceist bheag agam. Mr. Cagney has talked about recruitment. Does he have
any idea how many Civil Service posts will be filled this year? I know there has been an em-
bargo for many years and small numbers have been coming through but I presume that Mr.
Cagney has some idea of what will be happening over the next while. It is just so we would
have some measure of how many extra people will be hired if we are talking about 20% of new
hires being proficient in Irish.

Mr. David Cagney: We have some reasonably accurate calculations on the opportunities
in the context of the turnover. We are looking at in and around 500 to 600 vacancies arising as
a result of the turnover, assuming it stays the same. There are wider economic circumstances
which I am not in a position to comment on but that should be the figure assuming those vacan-
cies are filled.

Mr. Rob O’Toole: In appendix A of the other submission we provided; we talked about the
number of roles that have been filled. We look at that on an annual basis and if members have
further questions on that we can answer them now or later through a written submission.

Dr. Aodhan Mac Cormaic: Tagraim don cheist faoi na haistritheoiri. Ma chuirtear le lion
na ndaoine ata ag obair sa statchoras le Gaeilge, ni bheidh ga go leor de na rudai beaga a chur
amach go dti aistritheoiri. T4 sé ar n6s muidne ag scriobh litreacha i mBéarla chuile 14. Ta
litreacha mar sin, tri n6 ceithre line, ag dul amach go dti aistritheoir mar nach bhfuil na bun-
scileanna Gaeilge ag daoine. Ni theastaionn aistritheoir le haghaidh rud mar sin go minic.
Teastaionn aistritheoiri le haghaidh na rudai 1 bhfad nios casta ar nos stuif a bhaineann leis an
dli, tuarascalacha bliantula agus a leithéid.

Tagraim don Aontas Eorpach. Ta an droim briste air sin anois mar sin ni cheart go mbeadh
aon iomaiocht as seo amach idir obair san Aontas Eorpach agus obair anseo sa bhaile. Beidh
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200 duine ag obair san Aontas Eorpach, idir aistritheoiri, dlitheangeolaithe agus cintdiri roimh
dheireadh na bliana seo. Beidh an droim briste agus ni bheidh an cothabhdil & déanamh ar an
gcoras sin ina dhiaidh sin.

Luadh an statseirbhis agus cén buntdiste atd ann. Scaiti, ni diolann muid an rud i1 gceart. Ta
go leor buntdisti bainteach leis an rud. Oideachas leantinach is ea rud amhain. Is iomai duine a
d’thag an scoil gan dul ag an ollscoil. Faigheann go leor daoine istigh sa choéras téilli aisioctha
ag an eagras lena bhfuil siad ag obair. T4 go leor deiseanna ann ach is i an Ghaeilge an ceann
eile anois. Ta si mar bhuntaiste agus tdimid in ann na scileanna teanga sin a thorbairt. Ni rocket
science € leis an taighde ata ann agus le tacaiocht 6 na heagraiochtai éagsula beimid in ann ¢ a
dhéanamh.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Duirt na finnéithe ar ball gur 1.4% de na poist at luaite leis an
nGaeilge. Téann sé seo go croi na ceiste ar fad. Cé acu ar cheart a bheadh an rogha ag duine
dhatheangach agus sé n6 si ag plé leis an tseirbhis poibli an teanga a roghnt, an Stat n6 an
saoranach? Is ¢ mo thaithise mar dhuine a bhionn ag pl¢ leis an Stat chuile 14 agus mar dhuine
atd dhatheangach na le beagan eisceachtai, fiu istigh sa Ghaeltacht, nil aon rogha ann ach plé
leis an gcoras i mBéarla ma tathar ag iarraidh aon dul chun cinn a dhéanambh.

Tugaim faoi deara leis na daoine 1 mo dhailcheantar - déarfainn go bhféadfadh an Teachta
Connolly ¢ seo a dhearbht - nuair a thagann daoine 6n nGaeltacht isteach againn, ¢ tharla go
bhfuil foireann le Gaeilge againn, labhraionn siad linn i nGaeilge. Nuair a théann muidne ag
plé leis an Stat agus nuair a théann siad féin ag plé leis an Stat, mar shampla an rannég tithiocht
1 nGaillimh, le heisceacht amhain, is i mBéarla a dhéanann sé plé. Mar shampla, leis an rannog
cain bhoéthar, is i mBéarla a dhéanann sé plé. Mar shampla, fit na daoine a chuirtear amach ag
déanamh scradaithe maoinithe orthu agus iad ag téraiocht ciram na leasa shoisialaigh bionn
orthu plé leo 1 mBéarla. Ma ta siad ag plé leis an Roinn Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara agus ma
thagann cigire amach ar an bhfeirm, nil aon rogha acu. Cuid de na daoine seo bheadh Gaeilge i
bhfad nios fearr acu nd mar a bheadh de Bhéarla acu agus t4 daoine mar sin ann i gconai.

Mar sin, nuair a deir na finnéithe nach bhfuil gé ach le 1.4% ta siad ag déanamh sin ar
an mbunus gur ag an Stat atd an rogha an teanga a bhra ar a saoranach tar ¢is go mbeadh an
teanga go bhfuil siad ag iarraidh a usaid mar chéad teanga oifigitiil an Stait. An ndearna na
finnéithe plé riamh ar an mbuncheist seo; c€ acu ar cheart an rogha a bheith acu agus cén te-
anga a d’usaidfidis ag plé leis an statchoras? Ta mé ag caint ar thairiscint ghniomhach agus
an statseirbhis ag plé le duine go bhfuil ar a chumas n6é a cumas Gaeilge mhaith a labhairt ar
ais. Nil aon mhaith a bheith ag plé le duine agus Gaeilge fior-bhriste aige n6 aici. Is féidir iar-
racht a dhéanamh ach ni bheadh muid in ann an gné a dhéanamh. Iontofai ar an mBéarla mar
teastaionn éascacht a dhéanamh. Mas fearr an Béarla na an Ghaeilge ag duine, ta a thios againn
uilig go n-iontddh muid ar an mBéarla. Ar bhreathnaigh na finnéithe ar an gceist sin riamh agus
ansin a ra ¢¢ mhéad post gur cheart a bheith ann? Go dti go ndéanfar sin, déarfar nach bhfuil na
poist ann mar go labhraionn daoine Béarla. Déanaim féin € chuile 14 ach ni hé mar go m’bhfearr
liom ¢ a dhéanamh. Ta an coras ag séanadh mo chearta plé leis an Stat i nGaeilge ach cén rogha
eile atd agam ma ta mé ag iarraidh mo ghn6 a dhéanamh?

T4 sé fior-spéisitiil. Deirtear nach mbionn daoine ag ¢éileamh seirbhis i nGaeilge ach ni
bhacann daoine. Rud até spéisiuil i nGaillimh; t4& mé ag ceapadh gur mise an chéad duine go
raibh mé i mo Theachta agus a chinntigh go raibh Gaeilge ag an bhfoireann oifige. Nil aon
amhras ach gur thainig daoine agam i ngeall air sin. Is rud an-iomaioch i an pholaitaiocht.
Neamhchostil le bheith ag plé leis an Statseirbhis, ta rogha de pholaiteoiri ag duine. Ta sé
thar a bheith spéisiuil go bhfuil tritir de na Teachtai agus Seanado6ir amhdin as seachtar tar éis
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déanamh cinnte go bhfuil Gaeilge ag an bhfoireann atd acu agus iad liofa. T4 margadh ann
ma cuirtear ar fail an tseirbhis. Roimhe sin, mé chuaigh duine ag Teachta ghlac chuile dhuine
leis go gcaithfi Béarla a labhairt. Nuair atd rogha agus an tairiscint ghniomhach 4 dhéanamh,
déanann na daoine an rogha agus ta sé thar a bheith spéisiutil an rogha a rinne siad. Anois dé-
arfainn go dtéann formhor na geainteoiri Gaeilge go dti na tritr Teachtai agus an Seanaddir go
bhfuil Gaeilge acu. M4 bhreathnaimid ar na boscai votala, ta an cuma sin ar an scéal.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Ba mhaith liom tacu a thabhairt don Teachta. Baineann an
rud a bhi le ra agam leis an méid ata raite aige. Luaigh David Cagney nach bhfuil an t-éileamh
ann agus go bhfuil sé iseal. Nuair a leantar ar aghaidh leis an meon sin, tarlaionn sé go mbimid
ag caint i mBéarla inniu mar shampla mar nach bhfuil duine sa Roinn in ann teacht os ar gcom-
hair agus an plé a dhéanambh tri Ghaeilge. Nil mé ag cur an locht ar na finnéithe ach t4 mé ag
cur in 10l an rud a tharlaionn de bharr meoin a bheith ann nach bhfuil an t-éileamh ann.

Tagraim don choiste chomhairliuchdin. Bhi plé teasai againn anseo 6 thaobh cibé cén te-
anga, Gaeilge n6 Béarla, gur cheart go mbeadh aici. Bhi least ag an gCathaoirleach go mbeadh
Gaeilge mar theanga oibre ag an gcoiste. Duradh linn nach mbeadh an modh oibre tri Bhéarla
de bharr easpa liofachta sa Roinn. Ag an am céanna ta na finnéithe ag maiomh nach bhfuil
cursai ro-dhona mar nach bhfuil an t-é¢ileamh ann. Sin an teachtaireacht a thog mise as an méid
a léigh mé. B’fhéidir go bhfuil mé micheart. Seo na himpleachtai ata ag eascairt as an meon.
Beidh an coiste chomhairliuchdin 6 thaobh na Gaeilge de ag feidhmiu tri Bhéarla mar ni bheidh
statseirbhisigh in ann a gcuid oibre a dhéanambh tri Ghaeilge. Smaoinigi air sin.

Senator Lorraine Clifford-Lee: Maith thi. Sin pointe an-tdbhachtach.
Chairman: Taim chun deis a thabhairt do David Cagney teacht ar ais.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Cé acu ar cheart an rogha a bheith acu faoin teanga: an saordnach
nod an Stat? Faoi lathair, ni fhagann an Stat aon rogha ag an saoranach.

Chairman: Ligfimid do David Cagney freagra a thabhairt.

Mr. David Cagney: I will go back to Deputy Connolly’s point. If we have given the im-
pression that we think this 1% is good then I want to point out that we are not saying that and |
apologise if that has come across. That is reflecting the demand in the system, as articulated to
the Public Appointments Service, which does the recruitment. I am not making comments as
to whether that is good, bad or indifferent. We are very keen to support the aspiration or legal
obligation that would be set out in the legislation and we are fully committed to do that. I would
not like the Deputy to interpret those statistics as something we are happy with. Perhaps it is
down to the way I expressed them.

I will go back to Deputy O Cuiv’s question and it is much the same issue. We do not deter-
mine what the demand is within the system. That is a matter for individual Departments and
offices. I am subject to correction on this but I understand that under the rules and regulations
on the Irish language, the onus and obligation is on Departments and offices to identify those
roles for which they believe there should be fluency in the language and to recruit for those
roles. It would appear from the statistics we are seeing that there is a very low level of demand
in those areas.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Ta David Cagney ag ra liomsa gur féidir leis an Roinn Coimirce
Soéisialai n6 an Roinn Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara a mhaiomh nach bhfuil aon éileamh ar
sheirbhis tri Ghaeilge i gConamara.
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Mr. David Cagney: No. I am not saying that.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Sin ati déanta aige go héifeachtach mar nil Gaeilge ag na hoifi-
gigh atd ag dul amach ag plé leis an bpobal. Nil ach duine amhdin no beirt le Gaeilge san oifig
1 nGaillimh ach nuair a thagann duine amach ag seiceail agus ag déanamh an scridi maoinithe
is tri Bhéarla ar fad a dhéantar é.

Chairman: Nil sé ag ra nach bhfuil an t-éileamh tagtha 6n bpobal. Té sé ag ra nach bhfuil
an t-¢ileamh chuige ag teacht 6n Roinn ag lorg daoine le Gaeilge chun an t-éileamh a shasambh.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Aontaim leat. T4 polasai-----

Deputy Catherine Connolly: T4 an t-¢ileamh againne mar choiste go mbeadh duine 6n
Roinn in ann Gaeilge a labhairt. Sin cuid den scéal freisin.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: An bhfuil sé chun a insint dainn, in ainneoin an straitéis 20 bliain
don Ghaeilge agus an polasai ar fad sin, gur féidir leis na Ranna Stdit aonaracha ditlta iomlan
agus eiteach iomlan a thabhairt do sin agus a mhaiomh nach bhfuil siad ag dul é a dhéanambh,
nach bhfuil siad ag dul ag cruthu an t-éileamh agus nach bhfuil siad ag dul ag crutha an chirt?
Nil aon chiall leis sin.

Dr. Aodhan Mac Cormaic: Tagann mise 6 chilra an Bhéarla. Nuair a thosaigh mé sa
statseirbhis, ba le Béarla a bhi mé ag obair agus ni raibh aon Ghaeilge agam. Tuigimse an da
thaobh mar sin. T4 mé séite 1 saol na Gaeilge anois. Rud a thug mé faoi deara sular thosaigh
mé amach i saol na Gaeilge na nach raibh an teanga ar an radar fiti ag go leor de na cohdirt ata
ag obair sa statchoras.

An fath go ndeirimse ¢ sin nd go ndeachaigh mise isteach nuair a thosaigh mé amach sa
phost seo ag gach Roinn Stait. Chas mé leis na hoifigigh pearsanra i ngach Roinn Stait seachas
Roinn amhain agus bhi muid ag dul trid na héilimh a bhi ar phoist le Gaeilge. Chuamar isteach
go Roinn amhain agus bhi mo chomhghleacai, Micheal O Conaire, in éineacht liom. Chuir mé
an cheist chéanna orthu; an raibh aon phost a bhi aitheanta ag an Roinn do Ghaeilgeoiri agus
daradh nach raibh agus nach raibh aon ¢ileamh ann. Chuir mé ceist mar gheall ar cohort ar leith
de dhaoine a bhi a thios go maith agam go raibh ag obair sa Ghaeltacht agus a raibh ag plé le
cainteoiri fior-dhuchasacha Gaeilge. D’iarr mé orthu faoi na daoine sin agus duradh liom nar
smaoinigh siad air sin ariamh. Sin an pointe; is aineolas atd ann. Nil aon rud mailiseach anseo
ach is aineolas ata ann.

Ma bhreathnaimid ar na cursai a chuireann an Institute of Public Administration, IPA, agus
go leor de na hollscoileanna ar fail do bhainisteoiri sa statchoras, t4 na ctrsai sin do public ad-
ministration agus a leithéid. Cuirim i ngeall leis na baill nach bhfuil moduil amhain fia faoin
nGaeilge ar aon cheann de na cursai sin. Sin ait go gcaithfidh muid tost, le cursai oideachais
agus oideachas a chur ar bhainisteoiri sa statchoras ag gach leibhéal. Is iad na bainisteoiri ag
an leibhéal is isle na bainisteoiri sinsearacha a bheas ann amach anseo. Caithfidh go dtuigfidh
siad nach mbeadh siad aineolach. Nil aon neart acu air. Ni bhfuair siad an teachtaireacht go
raibh tabhacht leis an teanga. Sin an bealach chun tas a chur leis sin a chearti. Caithfidh go
bhfeicfeadh siad an 4it a bhfuil na Teachtai O Cuiv agus Connolly ag ra go bhfuil éileamh an-
sin; i measc na feirmeoiri Gaeltachta mar shampla. Caithfear daoine le Gaeilge a bheith ag dul
amach ag plé leo. Tosaionn sé i gcursai mar ghné oideachais den rud istigh sa statchoras agus
tiocfaidh sé trid sin.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Caithfear tairiscint ghniomhach a bheith ann. Ni bhionn ar dhao-
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ine dul agus a éileamh go mbeadh Béarla ann. An gnathdhuine a bhionn mise ag plé leo, ma
ta tairiscint ghniomhach ann roghnoidh sé noé si Gaeilge agus mura bhfuil nil sé n6 si ag dul ag
tarraingt raic air.

Mheabhréinn rud eile, agus ta an-mheas agam ar an Dr. Mac Cormaic. Afach, ma théann sé
isteach ag Roinn Stait ar bith ag iarraidh cearta leasa shoisialaigh agus, mar shampla an t-am a
bheith imithe agus gan fios a bheith aige go raibh scéim ann agus nér chuir sé a iarratas isteach
in am, ni thabharfar aon chreiditiint d6 ma deir sé nar thuig sé ¢ sin, n6 nach raibh aon eolas
aige, nd nach raibh oideachas air le tuiscint go mba cheart do cur isteach ar invalidity pension
seachas disability allowance, rud a tharlaionn go coitianta. Déarfar nach ndearna s¢ ag an am ¢
agus good luck. T4 an dearcadh céanna agam féin. Mar a duirt O Beolain sa chas cuirte, cuire-
ann an Stat go leor anr6 ar an saordanach agus nil leithscéal ar bith ag an Stat maidir leis an anro
a chuirfidh sé ar an statchoras maidir le seirbhisi Gaeilge a chur ar fail. Ta sin i mbreithitinas
Ui Bheoldin agus b’fthit do na finnéithe ¢ a 1éamh.

Chairman: Cuirfimid clabhsur a cur leis an diospoireacht seo. Gabhaim buiochas leis na
finnéithe David Cagney, Rob O’Toole, Eva Ni Shuilleabhdin agus an Dr. Aodhan Mac Cormaic
a raibh linn inniu chun an t-dbhar seo a phlé.

T4 an cruinnit seo ar athl6 go dti 3.30 p.m. inniu, nuair a phléifear an t-abhar clair nuachta
i nGaeilge le hionadaithe 6 RTE agus 6 TG4.

Chuaigh an sui ar fionrai ar 2.29 p.m. agus cuireadh tus leis aris ar 3.30 p.m.

Clair Nuachta Gaeilge: Plé

Chairman: Ba mhaith liom failte a thearadh roimh Jon Williams, stitirthoir nuachta agus
ctrsai reatha RTE; agus roimh Joe Reddington, priomheagarthéir nuachta RTE. Mar a duirt
mé, ta siadsan anseo mar ionadaithe ar son RTE. Ba mhaith liom failte a fhearadh chomh maith
roimh Alan Hesslemont, priomhfheidhmeannach TG4. Gabhaim buiochas leo as a bheith an-
seo.

T4 na finnéithe lonnaithe i Seomra na Dala le linn an chruinnithe seo. Ba mbhaith liom na
finnéithe a chur ar a n-aird go bhfuil siad, de bhua alt 17(2)(/) den Acht um Chlumhilleadh, 2009,
faoi chosaint lanphribhléid maidir leis an bhfianaise a thugann siad don choiste seo chomh fada
is ata siad lonnaithe sa seomra coiste féin. Ma ordaionn an comhchoiste déibh, amh, éiri as an
bhfianaise a thabhairt i leith ni dirithe agus ma leanann siad da tabhairt, nil siad i dteideal da éis
sin ach pribhléid cailithe i leith na fianaise acu. Ordaitear doibh nach dtabharfar ach fianaise a
bhaineann le habhar na n-imeachtai seo agus fiafraitear diobh cleachtadh parlaiminte a urramu
nar choéir, mas féidir, daoine no eintiteas a chaineadh né liomhainti a dhéanamh ina n-aghaidh,
ina ainm, ina hainm noé ina n-ainm no ar shli a bhféadfai iad a aithint. Ba mhaith liom iad a chur
ar an eolas go ndéanfar na raitis tionscnaimh a chuireann siad faoi bhraid an chomhchoiste a
thoilsit ar shuiomh gréasain an chomhchoiste tar €is an chruinnithe seo.

Meabhraitear do chombhaltai an cleachtadh parlaiminte at4 ann le fada nér chéir déibh tuair-
imi a thabhairt maidir le duine at4 taobh amuigh de na Tithe n6 le hoifigeach ina ainm no ina
hainm no ar shli a bhféadfai iad a aithint.

Taimid ag plé cursai nuachta Gaeilge agus clair nuachta. I dtus baire, iarraim ar Jon Wil-
liams labhairt linn.
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Mr. Jon Williams: Gabhaim buiochas leis na baill as an gcuireadh. I welcome any oppor-
tunity to talk about “Nuacht RTE”, not least to say how proud I am of the whole team for what
they have achieved during the pandemic. As the director general made clear in last week’s RTE
annual report, the mission to provide the people of Ireland with an impartial and comprehensive
news service is at the heart of what we do, in Irish and in English, and never more so than dur-
ing a public health emergency.

RTE is firmly committed to supporting the Irish language and to delivering on its public
service obligations. Section 114 of The Broadcasting Act 2009 charges RTE with the responsi-
bility to “provide programmes of news and current affairs in the Irish and English languages”.
Under section 120 of the Act, RTE is obliged to provide TG4 with “the equivalent of one hour
... [daily of] programme material” in the Irish language. “Nuacht RTE” forms a substantial part
of the provision formalised between RTE and TG4 in the 2018 to 2022 protocol agreement.

RTE employs more journalists working in Irish than any other news organisation in Ireland.
RTE makes more than 250 hours of television news and current affairs in the Irish language
every year, built around a multi-platform nuacht service broadcast on RTE One, the RTE news
channel and TG4, online and on mobile via the RTE news app. The staff are employed by RTE
and “Nuacht RTE” is part of RTE news and current affairs, led by its priomheagarthoir. The
service is broadcast from TG4 studios at Baile na hAbhann. In addition, RTE also produces
“7 L&” for TG4. RTE broadcasts news bulletins in Irish every day on RTE Radio 1, 2FM and
Lyric FM, while Raidi6 na Gaeltachta has been a lifeline service for many during the pandemic.

The financial challenge facing RTE remains as acute as ever, despite the temporary surplus
reported in 2020, which was a direct consequence of the pandemic. Journalism relies on peo-
ple, and our people are our biggest cost. The scale of the financial challenge means it will touch
every part of the organisation. Like every organisation and every family in Ireland, Covid-19
means RTE has had to explore different ways of doing things. The pandemic has exacerbated
the challenges for impartial and independent journalism.

Together, Raidi6 na Gaeltachta, and “Nuacht RTE” have given voice to Gaeltacht and Irish
language communities. While they told their stories, we reminded them they were not alone.
Through Raidié na Gaeltachta and “Nuacht RTE”, RTE directly supports the employment of
113 people in the Gaeltacht. Over the past four years, in partnership with TG4, RTE has re-
launched “Nuacht RTE”, given it a new identity and moved it into a bigger studio. It has also
invested substantial funding in extending “7 La” to a 42-week run and adding two additional
posts to the team in Baile na hAbhann. For the first time, “Nuacht RTE” has a single identity
across both broadcasters, evidence of Ireland’s two public service media organisations working
together for the benefit of Irish audiences.

It is a service that is valued by viewers. Earlier this year, TG4 commissioned research from
the National University of Ireland Galway, NUIG, and Red C, which found that 82% rated the
service provided by RTE as “excellent” or “good”. Encouragingly, the support was strongest
among viewers aged 18 to 34, 83% of whom rated the programme highly. Due to the impor-
tance of the service, RTE has consistently sought to protect Irish language journalism from the
consequences of the organisation’s broader financial challenges.

Since the TV licence fee was last adjusted by the Oireachtas, RTE’s income has fallen by
€100 million. In 2021, there are 32 fewer journalists in the Dublin newsroom than there were
a decade ago, a period in which RTE news has also become a digital-first news organisation
and built its presence online and on mobile in addition to existing radio and television services.
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During that same period, five posts have been closed in “Nuacht RTE”.

Such is RTE’s commitment to Irish language journalism, that in 2021, the budget for “Nu-
acht RTE” is higher than it was in 2018. However, when it launched its revised strategy in No-
vember 2019, RTE was clear that it had to find €60 million in savings against projected costs,
and the need for public funding remains as acute as ever. RTE employs camera operators on
staff and several companies are contracted to supply crewing for “Nuacht RTE”. Currently, in
any one week, “Nuacht RTE” has 28 days of dedicated crewing and a further five provided by
video journalists.

Earlier this year, RTE decided to reduce this number by three contract crewing days in
Dublin and, instead, continues some of the pandemic-era innovations, such as Zoom interviews
and utilising some of the existing RTE staff crews working in Dublin. The crewing changes
represent less than 10% of the dedicated crewing video capacity currently provided to “Nuacht
RTE”. Its journalism and focus on Suil Eile comes from the journalism of its team, the stories
it chooses and the contributors it interviews rather than who is behind the camera.

The proposal is not to stop the provision of crewing for “Nuacht RTE” in Dublin. It is to
provide it differently, consistent with operational changes within RTE news and current affairs.
The new crewing system has now been in place for a couple of months and is working well.
The real threat to “Nuacht RTE” and to much else that RTE supports comes from the financial
unsustainability of RTE’s funding model and the persistent annual loss of more than €50 mil-
lion per year through the broken TV licence system. Far from endangering “Nuacht RTE”,
greater collaboration between the news desks in Dublin and Baile na hAbhann is essential for
its survival.

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Taim mé an-bhuioch as an deis seo labhairt leis an gcoiste inniu. Ta
mo raiteas tosaigh curtha ar fail. Glacaim leis go bhfuil s¢ 1€ite ag na comhaltai ach ba mhaith
liom cuid de na bunthuiscinti atd ag TG4 ar chursai craoltoireachta poibli, ach go hairithe cur-
sai nuachta, a chur ar fail doibh. Creideann TG4 go mbaineann rdl na craoltdireachta Gaeilge
le pleanail teanga go pointe. Ta cuid den phleandil ar a dtugtar pleanail stadais air agus ta rol
larnach ag TG4 sa phleanail stadais sin. Le 25 bliain anois, ta an-dul chun cinn déanta ag TG4
0 thaobh chur chun cinn stadas na Gaeilge go naisiunta.

Is € an t-aon rud faoi na nach doigh liom gur éirigh linn an stadas sin a thabhairt ag an leib-
héal ba choir di. Ma bhreathnaionn na comhaltai ar tir nach bhfuil i bhfad 6 seo, an Bhreatain
Bheag, agus an stadas a thugann siadsan go Sianel Pedwar Cymru, S4C, t4 beagnach tri oiread
an mhéid maoinithe curtha ar fail do S4C na mar atd do TG4. T4 an stadas ag oibriu ach nil a
dhothain stadais ag TG4.

Is ¢ an bhuntuiscint eile atd taobh thiar den this atd ag TG4 tar ¢is Covid-19 né éiceachdras
craoltdireachta nios cothroime na mar ata faoi lathair. In Eirinn, is éiceachoras monailiteach
i an t-éiceachoras chraoltdireacht seirbhise poibli. Nil aon chothromaiocht ann. Ma ta 100%
de mhaoinit ag RTE, nil ach 18% de mhaoiniti poibli ag TG4. M4 chuirtear caiteachas san
aireamh, nil ach an deichiti cuid ag TG4 agus ata ag RTE. Ma ta fadhbanna ag RTE, beifear in
ann a thuiscint an leibhéal fadhbanna at4 ag craoltoireacht na Gaeilge sa tir seo.

Luaigh Jon Williams an taighde a rinne Ollscoil na hEireann, Gaillimh. Is taighde iontach
¢ agus is ¢ an rud is laidre a thagann trid nd go bhfuil caighdean an-ard ag iriseoireacht na
Gaeilge. Ta tallann sa Ghaeilge ata in ann déileail leis ach is € an rud is mo a thagann amach na
nach bhfuil a dothain di ann. Nil sé sach leathan. Maidir leis an mbeagainin oibre a rinne bord
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TG4 taobh amuigh do6 sin, thAngamar ar an tuairim, tar €is 25 bliain, i ndeireadh na déla, nach
bhfuil againn ach feasachan ag 7 p.m. agus cuid den abhar sin, ta sé feicthe ar chainéal eile 1
nGaeilge ag 5.45 p.m. agus ar chainéal eile i mB¢arla idir 6 p.m agus 7 p.m. Maidir leis an rud
ataimid a cur ar fail ag 7 p.m., dar le bord TG4, t4 sé tanai. Chomh maith leis sin, nior éirigh
linn, le 25 bliain, leis an rud ar thug Jon Williams “digital-first” air. Nil aon phroifil “digital-
first” ar chor ar bith ag TG4. Aon chuid di, is faoi bhrandai RTE ata si.

Dar leis an mbord, t4 obair mhor le déanamh, agus mar chuid den phlean atd curtha ar
aghaidh againn ag an Roinn, an Rialtas agus an Broadcasting Authority of Ireland, BAI, tdimid
ag moladh athraithe ar charsai nuachta. Is déigh gurb ¢ an rud is tdbhachtai na go mbeidh mao-
init ar fail ach, roimhe sin, is € an rud is tabhachtai nd go mbeidh fis faoi leith ag “Nuacht TG4”
ag gach leibhéal. I ndeireadh na dala, cé go bhfuil an comhoibriti iontach idir muid agus RTE,
ta ceannas eagarthoireachta i geeist ansin.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Cuirim fiilte roimh na finnéithe. An bhfuil aon duine in
RTE le Gaeilge? Is ceist dhireach shimplii. T4 an cur i lathair i mBéarla inniu. An bhfuil aon
duine le liofacht Ghaeilge in RTE chun an jab a dhéanamh inniu n6 cabhair a thabhairt do Jon
Williams?

Mr. Joe Reddington: T4 mise anseo.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: T4 Joe Reddington anseo agus beidh eisean & dhéanamh tri
Ghaeilge. Ta mé measctha suas leis an mBéarla. T4 sé deacair a bheith ag ¢€isteacht leis an
mBéarla agus ansin ag iarraidh ¢ a aistrit. Gabhaim mo leithscéal. Tharla sé sin roimh an 16n
freisin. Gabhaim mo bhuiochas leis.

Sharaigh RTE an dli ag dul siar agus fos ta siad ag sara an dli. T4 sé sin raite go neamhb-
halbh ag an gCoimisinéir Teanga. An nglacann na finnéithe leis sin, go bhfuil an dli saraithe
ag RTE?

Mr. Jon Williams: I am here to talk about the provision of news programming in Irish. I
am not competent to talk about anything beyond that. That was the terms of-----

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Is ¢ sin croildr mo cheiste. T4 dualgas dlithitil ar RTE seirb-
hisi i nGaeilge a sholathar. Nior chomhlion s¢ an dualgas sin, ctrsai nuachta san direamh. An
nglacann na finnéithe leis sin agus an nglacann siad go bhfuil an dli f6s & shart acu? Ta cupla
ceist eile agam ansin. An nglacann siad leis sin? An nglacann siad le tuarascail an Choimisiné-
ara Teanga gur sharaigh RTE an dli? No?

Mr. Jon Williams: I am not in a position to answer the Deputy’s question because, as far
as [ am concerned, RTE news and current affairs is not in breach of the law in its provision of
“Nuacht RTE”, as prescribed by the Broadcasting Act. We fulfil our obligations and, with the
greatest respect, I cannot answer for anything beyond news and current affairs.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: T4 tuiscint aige ar an gceist seo, agus ta dualgas ar RTE méid
clair a sholathar chun an dualgas a chomhlionadh. Is ¢ an rud ata 4 ra ag Jon Williams na gur
piosa den jigsaw sin ciirsai nuachta, agus maidir leis an mir sin, nil an dli saraithe ag RTE. An
féidir leis € sin a chur i gcomhthéacs dom? Cé mhéad clar nuachta ata i gceist? Cad ¢ an dual-
gas atd ar RTE? Cad ¢ a thuairim faoi sin? Cé mhéad clér at ag teastail chun a dualgas a chom-
hlionadh agus cén céatadan de na clair sin a ullmhaionn ctrsai Gaeilge agus clrsai nuachta?

Mr. Jon Williams: Under the Broadcasting Act, we are obliged to provide the equivalent of
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an hour per day. That is the equivalent of 365 hours of broadcasting. Every day, we provide-----
Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Some 365 hours every day.
Deputy Catherine Connolly: In aghaidh na bliana.
Mr. Jon Williams: No, 365 hours across the year.
Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: That is an hour per day.
Mr. Jon Williams: An hour per day.
Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: With three hours extra for a Christmas bonus.

Mr. Jon Williams: The important thing there is the equivalence. The Act is clear that the
equivalence is to be agreed between RTE and TG4. In the protocol that was agreed in 2018,
there is an allowance made for content that is hosted on the RTE Player, for example. As I have
explained, I am straying into areas on which I am not competent to comment. I do not want
inadvertently to mislead the committee.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: B’théidir go bhfuil mé mifhéarailte. B’fhéidir go bhfuil
duine eile in ann freagra a thabhairt. Foilsiodh tuarascail faireachdin 6n gCoimisinéir Teanga i
2019. Léirigh imscridu ar cuireadh crioch leis i mi na Nollag 2018 gur sharaigh RTE an tAcht
Craolachéin 2009. Séraiodh an tAcht mar nach raibh réimse cuimsitheach chlair theilifise 1
nGaeilge na clair theilifise cursai reatha i nGaeilge 4 gcraoladh ag an staisiin, mar a éilitear
faoin reachtaiocht.

Mr. Jon Williams: The best thing I can do is get back to Deputy Connolly and the commit-
tee on the point the Deputy raised because I am not competent to answer the Deputy’s specific
question and I will need to ask those who are.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: An bhfuil aon duine in ann ¢ a threagairt?

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Mas buan mo chuimhne, ba é an rud a d’iarramar ar an gcoiste a
jarraidh na go dtiocfadh priomhstitrthoir RTE isteach le labhairt linn.

Chairman: Chuaigh an cuireadh amach chun déiledil le ceist chlar nuachta Gaeilge.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Chuaigh, ach mura bhfuil siad in ann déileail leis an 4bhar mar go
bhfuil siad ag ra gach dara ceist nach mbaineann s¢ leo, is cinedl cur amu an cruinniti seo murab
théidir leis teacht ar threagrai.

Chairman: B’fhéidir just ar an dbhar sin. B’fhéidir go bhfuil ceisteanna sa bhreis-----

Senator Lorraine Clifford-Lee: Gabh mo leithscéal, a Chathaoirligh, ba cheart duinn an
cruinnid a chur ar athl6 go dti go bhfuil duine éigin abalta an cheist shimpli sin a threagairt. Is
ceist an-bhunusach i. Ba choir do dhuine €igin € sin a fhreagairt.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Tacaim leis sin. Ta s¢€ in am dainn seasamh le chéile.

Chairman: An bhfuil an litir ag an gcléireach a cuireadh amach? Ba ¢ an méid a lorgaiomar
na chun plé le clair nuachta Gaeilge seachas clair Gaeilge RTE.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Tuigim ¢ sin.
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Chairman: Is i an cheist atd 4 cur ag an Teachta Ni Chonghaile né ceist faoi thuairisc 6n
gCoimisinéir Teanga maidir clair RTE uile.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: An nuacht san direamh.

Chairman: Ni hamhéin go bhfuil nuacht san 4ireamh ach ta ctrsai reatha chomh maith mar
gur luaigh si cursai reatha sa quote. Ta freagra tugtha ag Jon Williams, ¢ thaobh na nuachta
de, nach bhfuil sé ar a chumas labhairt thar ceann RTE. T4 sé ar bhaill an choiste an cinneadh
a dhéanamh mas mian leo leantiint ar aghaidh n6é an cruinniu a chur ar athl6. Smaoinidis go
bhfuil priomhtheidhmeannach TG4 linn chomh maith céanna.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Leanfaimid ar aghaidh le TG4.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Caithfimid leithscéal a ghabhail. T4 mé cinnte go bhfuil an
priomhfheidhmeannach chomh dirithe is atd muid ag iarraidh freagrai a thail ar an gceist seo ar
fad maidir le craoladh tri Ghaeilge agus an chaoi a bhfuil an phriomhtheanga oifigiuil ata ag an
Stat seo. An bhfuil aon stat ar domhan ina gcaitear leis an bpriomhtheanga oifigiuil ar an gcaoi
a bhfuiltear 4 chaitheamh 16i ag RTE, ag an bpriomhchraoltéir naisiunta mar a deir sé féin?

Chairman: T4 mise sasta an run ata & chur agaibh a chur, més mian libh.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Ceapaim go bhfuil sé tabhachtach. Nil mé ag iarraidh am
a chur amt. Té a thios agam gur chuir na finnéithe dua orthu féin ag teacht anseo. Is rud nea-
mhghnéch iad na torthai seo 6n gCoimisinéir Teanga. Faraor, ta siad i bhfad nios minice anois
maidir leis an Garda freisin agus dreamanna eile. Baineann nuacht le réimse leathan clair agus
nil na finnéithe in ann an cheist a threagairt. Sa chomhthéacs sin, b’théidir go mbeidh sé i bhfad
nios fearr d4 mba rud ¢ go raibh duine anseo a d’théadfadh leis n6 1éi na ceisteanna a fhreagairt.
T4 neart ceisteanna eile agam maidir le ctrsai nuachta, cursai ar line agus lion foirne, ach td mé
sasta iad a ligean go dti am éigin eile agus leanfaimid ar aghaidh le TG4.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: D’fhéadfaimis an plé le RTE a chur ar ceal.

Chairman: M4 ta sibh sasta. T4 mé tar €is seiceala leis an gcléireach. Cuireadh an cuireadh
chuig Dee Forbes at4 ina priomhtheidhmeannach.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Sin a cheap mé.

Chairman: Is ise a rinne an cinneadh, agus ni ag caitheamh anuas ar Jon Williams n6 Joe
Reddington atdimid anseo.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Taispeaineann sé seo gach uile short. Ta priomhfheidhmeannach
TG4 anseo. Nach é ata mar cheannasai nuachta TG4? Ach nil an priomhfheidhmeannach RTE
anseo mar go gceapann si gur choiste fanach ¢ coiste na Gaeilge.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Chun a bheith féardilte, b’théidir go bhfuil mithuiscint i
geeist, ach ar aon nés, ni féidir leantint ar aghaidh inniu.

Chairman: An bhfuil aon bhall eile ag iarraidh labhairt air seo, sula ndéanaim ¢ sin? Gab-
haim leithscéal le Jon Williams agus Joe Reddington ach ta an coiste tar €is cinneadh a ghlacadh
gan leanuint leis an gceist maidir le RTE inniu ar bhonn nach féidir leis na finnéithe freagairt
thar ceann ceisteanna iomldine maidir le RTE agus an Ghaeilge, nuacht agus ctrsai reatha
mar ata luaite ag an Teachta Ni Chonghaile maidir le tuairisc an Choimisinéara Teanga ach go
hairithe, agus baineann an da rud le chéile.
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Mr. Jon Williams: Could I make one point? I am perfectly competent to talk about news
and current affairs. I run news and current affairs in English and in Irish and that is what I un-
derstood the committee wanted to discuss. If I have misunderstood, then I apologise, but we
have come here in good faith. As I said in my opening statement, notwithstanding the concerns
both Deputies and Senators may have, the staff of “Nuacht RTE” work incredibly hard and I am
incredibly proud of what they have achieved over the past 16 months. I had hoped I might be
able to express that to the committee today. If I am not able to, then of course I understand, but
it would be unfortunate. I will completely understand and accept the decision of the committee.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Ba mhaith liom a dhéanamh soiléir go gereidimid ar an geoiste
seo, bhuel creidim ar aon nos, go n-oibrionn rannég nuachta RTE agus ranndég nuachta Raidio
na Gaeltachta thar a bheith crua agus, go minic, is mo6 dua até orthu siad scéalta a chludach na
mar atd ar lucht an Bhéarla mar go mbionn sé nios deacra daoine a fhail le hagallamh a dhé-
anamh leo. Nil muid ag caitheamh anuas ar bhealach ar bith ar fhoireann na nuachta ach tdimid
ag togail na ceiste maidir leis an easpa acmhainni at4 a gcur ar fail don nuacht agus ctrsai reatha
tri Ghaeilge ag RTE. Baineann sé sin leis an tuarascail 6n gcoimisinéir, mar in aon staisitin
craolta, baineann cuid mhaith de na clair le nuacht agus ctrsai reatha. Is ¢ sin an ait a dtéann
cuid mhaith de na hacmhainni mar go gcaithfidh ti iad a dhéanamh beo gach uile 1a. Mura
bhfuil na finnéithe in ann plé maidir le teip na coda sin de RTE ina dhualgas reachtil, mar a
thaispedin an Coimisinéir Teanga, ni mor an fiosruchan a bheith anseo.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Ni doigh liom go bhfuil ga ¢ a ra nach bhfuil drochmheas
againn ar thoireann na nuachta. Ni hé sin atd i gceist. Nil aon gha leis sin a ra.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Nil.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Taimid ag dirit isteach ar dbhar at4 tabhachtach agus ar an
dualgas dlithiuil agus dleathach atd ar RTE. Ta g4 le ceisteanna leathana a chur, ctrsai nuachta
san aireamh. Is ¢ an cinneadh ceart an piosa seo den chruinnit a chur ar ceal.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: I mo chés, ti mé tar éis teacht 250 km le bheith anseo agus caith-
fidh mé dul ar ais 250 km eile. Is ¢ an rud céanna le cuid mhaith eile de na Teachtai. Leis an
aimsir atd ann, b’thearr linn a bheith sa bhaile ach tdimid anios anseo ag ceapadh go mbeadh
plé fonta ar abhar thar a bheith tromchuiseach.

Chairman: T4 mise séasta an chuid seo den chruinnit a chur ar fionrai més € sin an cinne-
adh. Is féidir linn leanuint ar aghaidh agus cuireadh a hama féin a thabhairt do Dee Forbes, ach
mura bhfuil an coiste sdsta leis sin, t4 mise sasta an chuid seo den chruinniu a chur ar athlé agus
leantiint le TG4 1 gclipla ndiméad mas ¢ sin ata ag teastail.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Ni doigh liom gur féidir dul ar ais ar an méid ata raite ag Jon
Williams. T4 sé ann maidir le ctrsai nuachta. Dar leis, nil RTE ag sara an dli 6 thaobh cursai
nuachta de. Ni féidir na focail sin a tharraingt. Ta gé anois le diospoireacht cheart le daoine in
ann na ceisteanna a threagairt. Ba cheart an piosa sin a chur ar ceal go dti-----

Chairman: An piosa maidir le RTE a chur ar athl6 go dti go mbeadh an priomhfheidhmean-
nach ag teacht os ar gcomhair?

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Ar athlo.

Senator Lorraine Clifford-Lee: Ar athlo
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Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Ar athl6.

Chairman: Déanfaimid ¢ sin. Ta bron orm. Té an cruinniu ar fionrai ar feadh cupla noi-
méad chun ligean do na finnéithe 6 RTE seasamh amach. Tiocfaimid ar ais aris i gcuig néi-
méad agus leanfaimid leis an gceist maidir le TG4 ma aontaionn daoine leis sin. An aontaitear?
Aontaitear.

Chuaigh an sui ar fionrai ar 4.04 p.m. agus cuireadh tus leis aris ar 4.13 p.m.

Chairman: Cuirfimid tus aris leis an gcruinniu agus leanfaimid ar aghaidh le priomhfheidh-
meannach TG4. Ta an réiteas tosaigh tugtha aige agus beidh s¢ foilsithe ar an suiomh gréasain.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Cuirim failte roimh an bhfinné. Iarraim air rud a mhinia
dom. Is é ata i gceannas ar TG4 agus td RTE ag solathar na foirne maidir le clirsai nuachta. An
¢ sin an cas? Taim ag iarraidh bheith soiléir i mo cheann. Oibrionn an fhoireann nuachta do
RTE agus solathraionn RTE an tseirbhis do TG4. Ta mé soiléir faoi sin. An mbeidh Alan Es-
slemont in ann ceisteanna a fhreagairt maidir le cursai foirne, daoine ag dul ar scor, ma t4d TG4
in acmhainn na poist sin a chomhlionadh amach anseo agus ceisteanna mar sin?

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Cinnte.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Go raibh mile maith agat. T4 TG4 25 bliain ar an bhf6d an
bhliain seo.

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Ta.
Deputy Catherine Connolly: Comhghairdeas.

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Go raibh maith agat. Taimid an-bhr6duil as an méid atd curtha i
gerich againn. Nuair a bunaiodh Teilifis na Gaeilge, TnaG, bhi go leor sa tir nar theastaigh
uathu TnaG a bheith ann agus, dar liomsa, is socril de minimis a bhi sa socru a rinneadh. Is an
rud is 10 a d’théadfaidis a dhéanamh a bhi ann ach, ag an am céanna, ag cinntit go raibh muid
ann. I ndeireadh na dala taimid fos mar sin. T4 RTE chomh mor céanna agus ta an ecosystem
chomh monailiteach céanna is a bhi riamh. Ta thart ar 18% den mhaoinit poibli ag TG4 is ata
ag RTE.

O thaobh na nuachta, téann sé ar ais go dti an pointe sin. Duirt an Stat nach raibh sé in ann
ioc as staisiun Gaeilge. Duradh leis breathntl ar an mBreatain Bheag, mar thug an BBC uair an
chloig sa la - anois is deich n-uaire an chloig sa tseachtain ata ann - do S4C agus ar an mbealach
sin bhi an stat in ann airgead a shabhail. Le bheith firinneach, gan an vair an chloig sa 14, moide
an €15 millian a bhi againn nuair a thosaigh muid, ni bheadh muid in ann tosu. Is socru hibrid
a bhi ann 60n tus mar ni raibh an Stét sasta iocaiocht iomlan a chur ar fail do TnaG. Caithfear a
ra freisin gur rud casta ¢ a bheith ag pl¢ le cursai nuachta mar teastaionn saineolas. I ndeireadh
na dala, d’éirigh le RTE ¢ sin a bhunu leis an tallann a bhi ann agus le tallann nua. Duradh linn
nach raibh tallann ann sa Ghaeilge, sa Ghaeltacht n6 i bpobal na Gaeilge, ach ag gach pointe
d’¢irigh linn ¢ sin a chur ar fail agus, dar liomsa, ta na hiriseoiri raidié agus teilifise ata againn
faoi lathair ar chomhchéim leis na hiriseoiri ata ag feidhmiu i mBéarla, agus cuid acu nios fearr.
Mar a duirt an Teachta, is RTE ata ag foc a gcuid pa. Ta siad fostaithe ag RTE agus ta siad ag
solathar dha bhranda nuachta faoi lathair, is iad sin, nuacht ar RTE agus nuacht TG4.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: An bhfuil nuacht ar RTE agus nuacht TG4 mar an gcéanna?

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Sa suirbhé a rinne Ollscoil na hEireann Gaillimh, cheap an chuid is
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mo daoine go raibh siad mar a chéile. Cheap roinnt daoine go raibh nios moé nuachta faoi phob-
al na Gaeltachta ar nuacht TG4 ach trid is trid cheap an chuid is mé daoine gur mar a chéile iad.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: T4 sé sin deacair a thuiscint mar an coincheap a bhi ann 6n
tus nd go mbeadh suil eile ag TG4 agus go mbeadh sé in ann anailis nios doimhne agus anailis
dhifriail a dhéanamh i gcomparaid leis na meain chumarsaide eile, go hairithe iad siad i mBéar-
la. An bhfuil ag ¢€iri le TG4 an cuspdir sin a bhaint amach né an bhfuil teipthe aige faoi lathair?

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Aontaim leis an Teachta. Is fearr an tseirbhis nuachta, ar aon chraoltoir
seirbhisi poibli, a dhéanann sainmhinii. Faigheann daoine 6ga ach go hairithe - ta ctigear
againn idir 24 agus 34 - a gcuid nuachta ar a bhf6in agus nil TG4 in ann an cinedl iriseoireachta
sin a chuir ar fail faoi lathair faoi bhranda TG4. Mar a duairt mé, rinne an bord plé faoin gceist
seo agus shocraigh muid nach bhfuil sa rud at4 againn faoi lathair ach feasachan. Is leathuair
an chloig sa 14 atd ann agus cuid den abhar feicthe ag daoine in aiteanna eile. Nil sé sin sasuil
agus nil sé suas chun data sa mhéid ba cheart a bheith ann. Mar a dbirt Jon Williams, ba cheart
go mbeadh seirbhis digital-first ag seomra nuachta agus nil sé sin againn.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Criochnéidh mé le ctpla ceist agus b’fhéidir go mbeidh
deis agam teacht ar ais nios déanai. Ni bhreathnaim ar theilifis so ni saineolai mé ach léann
mé na paipéir agus breathnaim ar an sceideal 1 gconai. Agus mé ag réiteach don chruinnit seo,
bhreathnaigh mé ar an sceideal. Ta cursai nuachta ar RTE go minic i rith an lae. Nil siad ar
TG4 ach vair amhdin agus nil ansin ach deich n6 15 néiméad. T4 Alan Esslemont ag rd anois go
bhfuil sé sin direach cosuil leis an nuacht 20 néiméad ar RTE 1 ag 5.40 p.m. roimh an Angelus.
Sin difriocht. T4 20 néiméad ar RTE agus 15 néiméad ar TG4, agus chomh maith leis sin ta
nuacht eile go minic ar RTE i rith an lae. D4 mbeadh TG4 in acmhainn, an bhféadfadh sé nios
mo bulletins a chur ar f4il?

Léigh mé an aighneacht a chuir TG4 isteach 6 thaobh an bhuiséid de agus an fath go bhfuil
tuilleadh airgid agus acmhainni & lorg aige. Ta sé leagtha amach go hiontach 6 thaobh daoine
0ga a mhealladh agus cursai digiteacha a laidria, go hairithe 6 thaobh cursai nuachta. De réir
mar a thuigim, téann bulletins n6 feasachain breaking news amach cupla uair chuile 14 1 mB¢é-
arla. Nithéann siad amach beag nd mor i nGaeilge. An dtagann an rud seo faoi chiram TG4 n6
an mbaineann sé leis an stitirthoir 6 RTE, at4 le teacht os ar gcomhair i gceann cupla seachtain?
Ta mé measctha suas agus tdim ag iarraidh eolas a thail ach t4 sé deacair. Ta difriocht mhor idir
an da theanga agus i bhfad nios 1t béime a chur ar an nGaeilge. Chonaiceamar ¢ sin i rith na
paindéime maidir le comharthai agus chuile rud ar TG4 agus RTE i nGaeilge. Bionn na news
alerts, breaking news agus an rud uilig tri Bhéarla, agus de réir mar a thuigim, ta ciorruithe ann
ag an deireadh seachtaine freisin agus nil nuacht ar fail le linn an deiridh seachtaine. An bhfuil
mé micheart? Nil a fhios agam. Nil sé ceart go bhfuil muid ag brath ar phiosa eolais anseo
agus ansiud chun plé a dhéanamh ar an rud mar tdimid in am an ghatair i ndairire. Ba mhaith
liom ¢ sin a ra i mbealach nios dearfai. Ba mhaith linn cabhair a thabhairt do TG4 dul 1 ngleic
leis na dishlain. Bheinn buioch da bhféadfadh Alan Esslemont cupla rud a ra faoi na pointi sin.

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Rinne an Teachta tagairt don phlean fise tar éis Covid ata curtha le
chéile ag TG4 agus curtha amach ag an Roinn. T4 sé¢ mar aighneacht réamh-bhuiséad freisin.
T4 plean ansin don nuacht agus t4 roghanna eile ann, ach i ndeireadh na dala is roghanna nios
airde iad sin a bhaineann leis an Rialtas. Tiocfaidh mé ar ais aige sin.

T4 muidne ag feidhmit taobh istigh den reachtaiocht atd ann faoi lathair, so t4 dualgas
orainn oibriti amach céard atd micheart le TG4 agus cén chaoi gur féidir linn feabhas a chur
air. Sa phlean sin, tiimid ag moladh gur cheart go mbeadh an fhoireann ata fostaithe ag RTE
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ag feidhmit mar fhoireann ITN, a chuireann ar fail Channel 4 News agus Channel 5 News. Ba
choir go ndéanfadh siad dearmad ar an mathair-bhranda agus dirit isteach go hiomlan ar an
mbranda seirbhise, is € sin, TG4. Faoi lathair ta siad tarraingthe idir an dé rud agus nil sé sin
ag feidhmiu. Chomh maith leis sin, t4 cuid den abhar is fearr ag teacht amach 1 mBéarla sula
gcuireann muidne amach i nGaeilge ¢€.

Aontaim go hiomlan leis an Teachta 6 thaobh bhriseadh-nuachta. Go minic, tagann briseadh
nuachta suas ar an bhfon. T4 fon ag chuile dhuine agus sin an ait go bhfuil siad ag iarraidh
briseadh nuachta a theicedil. Nil aon struchtir digiteach nuachta againn agus ba cheart go
mbeadh. Sin an rud at4 sa phlean a thainig 6 bhord TG4. Caithfidh TG4 ceannas eagarthdi-
reachta a bheith againn 6 thaobh fis na nuachta a leagan amach. Caithfimid cur leis na hac-
mhainni atdimid ag cur 1 dtreo na nuachta, agus caithfimid an struchtir seo 6 thaobh an aip
dhigiteach a chur ar fail. Is féidir oibrit ar an mbealach sin. Ta roghanna eile ann agus ta siad
cloiste agam 6 chuid de na Teachtai. D’fhéadfai fail réidh leis an uair an chloig sa 14 6 RTE
agus an t-airgead a thabhairt do TG4. Is féidir linn feidhmiu ar an mbealach sin ach sin ceist
don Rialtas. Ni ceist i dainne mar ta muidne ag pl¢é leis an reachtaiocht mar ata.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: An beart ciallmhar a bheadh ann da dtabharfai an t-airgead do
chlair nuachta agus cursai reatha do TG4 agus cead a thabhairt do nuacht Gaeilge a dhiol le RTE
da mbeadh sé uaidh go trachtala? T dualgas ar RTE craoladh tri Ghaeilge don uair an chloig
mar ta sé sin sa reachtaiocht. An mbeadh sé sin nios sasula do TG4 6 thaobh brandail de, da
mbeadh an mhaoin aige agus cead aige diol, seachas an maoin a bheith ag RTE agus é ag tsaid
acmhainni TG4? Ag an deireadh seachtaine bionn scéalta beaga spéisiula daonna ar an nuacht.
Nuair a chuirtear an tuairisceoir amach 6 RTE, cuirtear agallamh ar an duine i nGaeilge, mar is
scéal Gaeilge a bhionn ann, ach cuireann siad ceist i mBéarla freisin. Ansin cuireann RTE ¢ ar
an oiread sin nuacht ann ar an deireadh seachtaine. Bionn s¢ air sin tar éis gur scéal TG4 Suil
Eile ata ann i ndairire, mar go minic is rud ¢ a tharla i gceann de na Gaeltachtai. An mbeadh
TG4 nios fearr as da mbeadh sé i gceannas agus go socrodh sé go bhféadfadh RTE an scéal a
bheith aige le haghaidh nuacht a 9 a chlog ach go mbeadh sé ag TG4 ag a 7 a chlog i dtosach
agus nach dtiocfadh sé amach ag a 6? D4 ndéanfadh muidne an cinneadh an rud a iompua bun
os cionn 6 thaobh maoiniu de agus an maoinit a thabhairt do TG4, an mbeadh sé sin nios fearr
6 thaobh brandail do TG4 n6 ar cheart diinn an rud a fhagail mar ata s¢?

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Is ceist daoibhse-----
Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: T4 a fhios agam ach cé acu ab fhearr le TG4?

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Mar theidhmeannas, t4 sé i gconai nios éasca bheith ag plé leis an
airgead go direach mar ta a thios againn céard ataimid ag iarraidh cur ar aghaidh inar mbranda
féin. Ta sé nios €asca ar an mbealach sin agus ta s¢ nios glaine ach ta sé seo bunaithe le 25
bliain agus tuigfidh na baill, mar pholaiteoiri, cé chomh casta is ata sé rudai a bhaint as a chéile.
Da ndéarfadh an Rialtas amarach n6 an bhliain seo chugainn go raibh sé ag fail réidh leis an
uair an chloig sa 14 agus ag cur go leor acmhainni ar fail - sin an cheist eile a bheadh againn - le
haghaidh seirbhis cheart nuachta ata always-on digital, mar a deir siad, agus a theidhmionn ag
an leibhéal céanna is a bheifea ag iarraidh i mBéarla, déarfadh feidhmeannas TG4 cinnte. Is
ceist pholaititil ata ann.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Tuigim é sin, ach nior mhaith liom go ndéanfaimis ¢, n6 go ndé-
anfaimis iarracht ¢ a dhéanamh, agus go dtiocfadh TG4 inar ndiaidh ag ra go bhfearr leis ¢ an
chaoi a raibh sé. Nuair atd Alan Esslemont ag caint ar nuacht dhigiteach, ta sé¢ ag caint ar a
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leithéid de RTE News Now, is é sin, go mbeadh aip ar an bhfén agus da mbeadh duine ag iar-
raidh léamh faoi scéal an phroétacail inniu, mar shampla, de réir mar a bhi sé ag tarla, bheadh sé
no si in ann ¢ a thail.

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Go direach.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: B’fhéidir go bhfoilsionn na Sasanaigh rud éigin agus an chéad
rud eile bionn freagra ¢ Rialtas na hEireann agus mar sin de agus bionn daoine in ann é a fhail
de réir mar ata sé ag tarli. Ma td mé ag iarraidh ¢ sin a thail i nGaeilge, beidh mé ag fanacht go
dti a 6 a chlog ar a thuisce. Sin atd i gceist.

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Sin go direach é.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Ag fagail as an tiontd bunoscionn, cé mhéad airgid breise a theast-
aitear as seo go ceann ceithre bliana chun an nuacht dhigiteach agus mar sin de, agus na mianta
ata 1¢irithe san this, a chuir a gcrich?

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Ta dha chuis leis an rud atd san fthis. Sileann muid nar cheart go
mbeadh stadas nios 10 againne nd mar atd ag S4C. Chomh maith leis sin, 6 thaobh cothro-
maiocht taobh istigh den public service media, PSM, ecosystem, n6 craoltdireacht phoibli, faoi
lathair ta sé monailiteach. T4 cuid mhor ag dul go RTE agus nil aon chuid ag dul in aon it eile.
Faoi cheann ceithre bliana, ma ta 100% ag RTE, ba cheart go mbeadh 40% ag TG4, 40% ag Fis
Eireann agus 20% na cisti ar a dtugtar contestable funds, rudai costil leis an scéim Sound &
Vision atd ag an BAI. Ar an mbealach sin bheadh cothromaiocht idir an méid a bheadh RTE ag
fail agus chuile dhuine eile. T4 tri lever eile sa Stat anois 6 thaobh an tionscal closamhairc. Ta
RTE ann ach freisin td TG4, Fis Eireann agus Fuaim & Fise agus mar sin de ann. D4 mbeadh
cothromajocht idir an tri chinn sin ar thaobh amhain agus RTE ar an taobh eile, bheadh muid ag
dul i dtreo éiceachoras cothrom. Faoi lathair t4 sé monailiteach. Deir na craoltéiri ar fad gur
cheart go mbeadh éagsulacht agus iolrachas ann, ach cén chaoi a bhfaigheann ta iolrachas nuair
ata an t-¢iceachoras monailiteach? Ni bhfaighidh ti ¢é. Sa phlean tadimid ag cuardach thart ar
40% den mhéid airgid ata ag RTE. Ni chuireann sé sin san direamh aon athra san uair an chloig
sa 1. Dar le RTE, caitheann siad os cionn €10 milliun ar an uair an chloig sa 14 faoi lathair.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Le bheith soiléir, is é seo roinnt den cheadunas, ni ioncam trach-
tala.

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Is ea. An t-aon chuid den airgead ceadunais a thaigheann TG4 na an
uair an chloig sa 14 atd ann.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: T4 dha cheist bheag phraiticitil agam. An mbeadh sé i gceist ag
TG4 go mbeadh nios mo feasachdin nuachta ann n4 ceann amhain sa 14?

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Cinnte. Té roghanna eile ann le nuacht a chuir ar fail. Is ¢ an fon
poca an rud is tdbhachtai. Bionn sé air an t-am ar fad agus bionn daoine ag fail scéalta atd ag
briseadh an t-am ar fad. Sin an rud is tdbhachtai faoi. Is féidir linn feasachdin bhreise a chur
ar sitl freisin ag a 9 a chlog ar maidin agus 1 gcaitheamh an lae. Nil aon easpa ama againn 1
gcaitheamh an lae ach is ¢ an fon an rud larnach.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Tuigim é sin ach is féidir fiseain a chur le cuid de na feasachain
ar an bhfon.

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Is féidir.

36



21 JULY 2021
Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: An mbeadh sé i gceist go mbeadh TG4 in ann é sin a dhéanamh?

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Bheadh.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Chuirfeadh TG4 feasachain nuachta suas ar an bhfon le fiseain
sula mbeadh siad craolta ar an nuacht ag a 7 a chlog.

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Go direach. Ar a laghad bheadh sé craolta faoi bhranda TG4 agus ni
bheadh sé curtha amach i mB¢éarla faoi bhranda eile.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Cinnte. T4 ceist amhain dheireanach agam. T4 TG4 an-teoranta
1 dtaobh cursai reatha. Ta “7 L4” ann ach sin an méid. Breathnaionn s¢ domsa go ndéanann
“7 La” thar cionn ach ta fior-easpa acmhainni le haon taighde a dhéanamh né aon chlar fios-
rachain a dhéanamh. Bionn ar TG4 ¢ a chur le chéile, né cuireann RTE le chéile é, seachtain
ar sheachtain ach ni théadfaidh sé duine a chur ag obair ar feadh miosa ar scéal mor éigin a bh-
riseadh mar nil na hacmhainni ann n6 ni chuirtear na hacmhainni ar fail. An bhfuil sé sin fior?
Ar cheart go mbeadh TG4 in ann €éagsulacht nios mo6 a chur ar fail 6 thaobh ctrsai reatha nd mar
atd 1 lathair na huaire? Breathnaionn s¢ domsa go bhfuil sé an-teoranta. Téim ag smaoineamh
ar chlair le piosa video beag agus ansin plé gairid sa stilideo. T4 1 bhfad nios mé acmhainni
ag RTE agus ina choinne sin t4 TV3 4 dhéanamh ar bhuiséad beag le “The Tonight Show”. An
bhfuil an ceart agam go bhfaigheann TG4 na crsai reatha 6 RTE agus nach bhfuil aon airgead
aige féin le cursai reatha a dhéanamh?

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Bheadh orainn rud €igin eile a stopadh agus céard ata ta le stopadh-----
Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Tuigim ¢ sin.

Mr. Alan Esslemont: ----- nuair ata ta ag plé le hacmhainni an-bheag?

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Is é RTE ata ag plé le cursai reatha do TG4 faoi lathair.

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Faoi lathair is é RTE ata ag plé le cursai reatha. Bhi am ann go raibh
muidne ag plé leis ach is an tsocri chéanna atd ag “7 L4” faoi lathair. T4 an ceart ag an Teachta
go hiomlan. Té nios m6 acmhainni curtha ar fail i ngach réimse de na meain don Bhéarla na
mar ata don Ghaeilge, mar dar leis an Stat t4 an Béarla tabhachtach agus nil an Ghaeilge. Ro-
inneann sé amach a chuid acmhainni da réir sin. Le bheith firinneach, leis na hacmhainni ata
curtha ar fail ag an Rialtas duinne, ta sé ag ra an rud céanna. T4 100% ann do RTE agus 18%
do TG4. Trid is trid, t& an Stat ar fad ag ra i ndairire nach bhfuil an méid sin tabhacht leis an
nGaeilge so nil sé¢ chun acmhainni a chur ar fail agus a chur amu ar chraoltoireacht na Gaeilge.
Faraor, téann sé sin ar ais ag an gcéad chomhré a bhi agam nuair a bunaiodh muid. Sin an saol
a bhi ann. Bhi an Stat ag rd nach féidir leis ioc as.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Is cuimhin liom nuair a bhi sé i geeist an staisiun a bhunu, fuair
mise glaoch guthain 6 dhuine €igin sinsearach sa statseirbhis ag ra liom go raibh sé i gceist acu
¢ seo a bhunt. An chéad cheist a chur mé na cén chaoi an raibh siad chun ¢ a mhaoiniu agus
daradh go raibh cistiocht Stait ann. D’fhiafraigh mise cén fath nach raibh sciar den cheadtnas
ar fail. An fath a bhi ann ag an am nd d4 mbeadh ciorruithe ann is an dream a bhi ag fail an
maoiniu direach a ghearrfar agus go mbeifear ag togail tithe go brach. Chuaigh maoinill an
cheadunais suas in imeacht ama ach, faraor géar, cruthaiodh ro-cheart mé. Aontaim go bhfuil
an struchtur micheart.

Senator Lorraine Clifford-Lee: Ta failte roimh Alan Esslemont agus gabhaim buiochas
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leis as an gcur 1 lathair agus na freagrai go léir a thug sé duinn. D’athraigh an céras ceamara 6
thaobh ctrsai nuachta i dtis Mheithimh. Duirt Jon Williams go bhfuil seirbhisi nuachta ag baint
usaid as Zoom agus agallaimh a thaifead agus a sheoladh isteach agus mar sin de. Ni doigh
liom go bhfuil na seirbhisi Béarla ag brath ar agallaimh ar Zoom agus piosai réamhthaifeadta.
An bhfuil Alan Esslemont sésta leis an méid sin? An gceapann sé gur iriseoireacht cheart € sin?
Nilim ag masli na hiriseoiri iad féin ach an bhfuil easpa acmhainni ar fail d6ibh?

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Ba cheart an teicneolaiocht a said agus mar sin a thosaigh mé féin
amach ag plé mar eagarthoir air seo. Té suim agam sa teicneolaiocht agus is féidir dul chun
cinn a dhéanamh 1éi. Go hairithe, sa chéad tréimhse de Covid-19 rinne “Nuacht TG4 éacht
mar d’¢irigh leo teacht ar Ghaeilgeoiri ar ardchaighdeain ar fud an domhain agus bhi na daoine
seo ann 1 gconai ach nior chuimhniomar gur féidir linn iad a thail agus a thabhairt isteach. Che-
annaigh TG4 piosa teicneolaiochta agus is féidir teacht ar an nasc cosuil le Zoom ach déanann
sé pictiar nios laidre de. Is cuimhin liom go ndearnamar agallamh as Barcelona agus bhi an pic-
tiar ar nés go raibh sé ag teacht as an stitiideo. Creidim go laidir sa teicneolaiocht. Chruthaigh
RTE TG4 leis an geéad seomra nuachta digiteach san Eoraip, beagnach, nuair a bunaiodh an
staisiin. T4 sé sin sa DNA againn de bheith ag athru rudai.

Maidir leis an gcés seo agus ceamara in RTE, mar gheall go bhfuilimid ag f4il an nuacht 6
RTE, is ceist do RTE cén chaoi a Gsaideann sé a gcuid acmhainni. Da mbeadh na hacmhainni
ag RTE nil aon dabht ach go mbeadh sé & n-usaid ar an mbealach digiteach sin.

Senator Lorraine Clifford-Lee: An bhfuil an tseirbhis ag fulaingt, da bharr?

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Mar ata [éirithe sa phlean sin, dar linn, nil seirbhis cheart faoi bhranda
Nuacht TG4 no ctrsai reatha TG4 againn ach ni mar gheall ar na daoine at4 ag obair mar feic-
tear domsa go bhfuil siad ag déanamh-----

Senator Lorraine Clifford-Lee: Nilim ag iarraidh aon rud mar sin a rd agus aontaim le
Alan Esslemont go ndearna siad éacht ollmhor chun daoine a thail agus chun seirbhis a chur ar
fail. Taim buartha, &mh, faoi easpa acmhainni a bheith ar fail do na hiriseoiri iontacha sin le
hardchaighdedin. Ba mhaith liom an pointe sin a shoiléirit.

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Aontaim leis an Seanadéir. Ni raibh riamh a dhoéthain infheistiochta
déanta in iriseoireacht na Gaeilge ach mé dhéantar ¢ sin tiocfaidh rudai iontacha chun cinn. Is i
an this fhadtréimhseach at4 againn na go mbeimid ag feidhmiu costil le tiortha ar nos na Beilge
agus na hEilvéise, agus fit amhdin sa Spainn, is ¢ sin go bhfuil an d& theanga taobh le chéile
agus nil teanga amhain faoi bhagairt. Ni hi sin an cas faoi lathair agus is i cuid den fhath anseo
na nach bhfuilimid cosuil leis an Eilvéis n6 nach ndéantar a dhéthain intheistiochta sna seirbhisi
larnacha mar TG4.

Senator Lorraine Clifford-Lee: T4 ceist amhain beag eile dar bhfinné. An bhfuil sé ar
intinn ag TG4 aon charttin eile a chur ar fail ar nos “Paw Patrol”?

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Ta.
Senator Lorraine Clifford-Lee: T4 paisti agam sa bhaile.

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Ta an Seanadoir i bhfad r6-mhaith de bheith ag cuimhneach air seo.
Nuair a thosaigh mé ag obair 1 gcursai teilifise, bhi mé ag plé le cartin faoi fear sneachta “Bou-
1i”. Is mise a chuaigh amach a roghnaigh ¢ sin. Ta an-suim againn a bheith ag plé le brandai
mora ata tarraingteach do phaisti. Cheannaiomar “Spongebob” agus “Paw Patrol” agus t4 na
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ceannachain do phaisti faoi chiram Shiobhan Ni Bhradaigh. T4 ag ¢iri le cuid de na brandai is
mo ata amuigh ansin agus ta sé sin tdbhachtach.

Ta na comhlachtai a dhéanann athghutha ar na clair sin thar cionn i mbun na hoibre sin.
Uaireanta t4 an leagan athghuthaithe nios fearr na an leagan Béarla.

Senator Lorraine Clifford-Lee: Aontaim le Alan Esslemont. Taim ag tnuth leis. Gab-
haim mile buiochas leis.

Chairman: Nach mbionn siad i nios fearr i nGaeilge? Glaoim ar an Teachta Connolly.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: T4 an deis seo & tapu agam mar nil daoine eile anseo. Maidir
le cursai ar line, de réir mar a thuigim nil cursai nuachta ar fail ar line ar an deireadh seachtaine.
An bhfuil aon smacht ag Alan Esslemont maidir leis sin n6 an mbaineann s¢é le RTE?

Maidir leis an mbriseadh nuachta, gabhaim buiochas le Alan Esslemont maidir leis an bh-
frasa “briseadh nuachta”. Cén fath nach bhfuil sé ar fail i nGaeilge agus nach bhfuil sé sin
tarlaithe mar ni thuigim ¢ sin?

Maidir leis an gceist a chuir an Seanadoir Clifford-Lee maidir le criinna ceamara mar bhi
daoine i dteagmhail linn maidir leis seo, an bhfuil cinneadh déanta ag RTE né an bhfuil sé in
ann ¢ sin ara? An mbeidh ceamara ar fail le nuacht TG4 a chludach ar an deireadh seachtaine?
Ni thuigim ¢ sin mar t4 sé chomh casta sin agus ba mhaith liom ¢ a shimplit ionas go mbeidh
mé in ann ¢ a thuiscint agus a ra le daoine.

Faoi dheireadh, maidir le “suil eile” a bheith ag TG4, ta baol ann gurbh ¢ an rud ata le teacht
na an tstil cheannann chéanna mura ndéanfaimid cearta a chinntit. Bheinn buioch d4 bhféad-
fadh ar n-aionna tabhairt faoi na pointi beaga sin.

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Maidir le ceamarai, ta acmhainni ag RTE agus baineann s¢ usaid as a
gcuid acmhainni féin de réir a gcuid bainisteoiri féin, an bhealaigh is fearr a fheiceann sé agus
an ghaé ata le “X”, “Y” agus “X” a dhéanamh.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: An bhfuil criti ceamara le Gaeilge le fail ag an deireadh
seachtaine?

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Aris, is ceist € sin is féidir a chuir ar Joe Reddington mar t4 an rud
minithe aige dom agus sa chomhthéacs ata againn faoi lathair, glacaim bona fides RTE go
mbionn s¢ ag bainistii an t-airgead chomh maith agus is féidir. Mar atd rdite agam, nuair a
fheictear na hacmhainni ata ag TG4 faoi lathair, tsaidimid iad ar bhealach go hiomlan difritil
6 RTE agus nil aon dabht agam d4a mbeadh acmhainni nuachta againn go mbeimid ag déanamh
ar gecuid cinnti féin ¢ thaobh sin de.

I ndeireadh na déla, nil a dhéthain acmhainni ag dul isteach in iriseoireacht na Gaeielge agus
is ¢ sin tas agus deireadh an scéil.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: Ar dtus, an bhfuil figitiri ag Alan Esslemont maidir leis
an nuacht ar line ar an deireadh seachtaine agus cén fath nach bhfuil an briseadh nuachta 1
nGaeilge? Is ceist shimpli i sin.

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Ba cheart go mbeadh an briseadh nuachta i nGaeilge ag tarli agus
teastaionn uainne go mbeadh sé sin ag tarli faoi bhranda TG4 agus ta sé sin sa phlean. Faoi
lathair, tdimid ag cur €1.8 milliun sa phlean fise tar éis Covid-19 le haghaidh tri rud: laidria ar
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chursai reatha; cur le hiriseoiri, go hairithe sna réigitiin; agus tabhairt faoi fo-struchtir digiteach
le gur féidir linn briseadh nuachta a chur air.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: An raibh plean ann branda nuachta TG4 a bheith ar RTE
seachas an chaoi ina bhfuil sé?

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Bhi agus d’aontaiomar é sin le RTE in 2017 ach ag an ndiméad
deireadh shocraigh RTE nach raibh sé ag dul an bealach sin.

Nuair a thosaigh mé sa phost seo is ¢ an rud is tdbhachtai dom faoi aon stdisiun craoltoi-
reachta poibli 6 thaobh a niche de né cén cur chuige at4 aige leis an nuacht agus bhiomar ag
iarraidh tabhairt faoi sin. Is é sin an chéad rud a thugamar faoi, le cead a thabhairt do RTE, agus
taimid bliain ag iarraidh an rud a aontt. I ndeireadh na dala nior éirigh linn ¢ a aonta ach taimid
ar ais anseo aris agus feictear domsa go dti go mbeidh branda laidir digiteach le hacmhainni
cearta faoi bhranda nuachta agus ctrsai reatha TG4, ni bheidh iriseoireachta na Gaeilge in ann
dul chun cinn a dhéanambh.

Chairman: Ta cupla ceist agam fé€in ag teacht 6n méid ata luaite ansin. Ta Alan Esslemont
ag ra go bhfuil TG4 spleach ar shli amhdin ar RTE agus ar a nuacht. Sa phlean at4 curtha os ar
gcomhair ag Alan Esslemont, is €1.83 millitn ata i gceist leis sa mhéid ata luaite aige. Deir sé,
“Mar chuid den intheistiocht nua, ceapfar foireann eagarthdireachta Nuacht TG4 a mbeidh an
curam orthu seirbhisi nuachta agus ctrsai reatha TG4 a thorbairt agus a chur ar fail.” T4a roinnt
minithe tugtha ansin freisin. Mura bhfuil foireann ag TG4 beidh sé deacair agus ni bheidh aon
phingini fagtha as an €1.8 millitin atd an staisiin ag lorg chun foireann bhreise n6 ann féin a
thost chun nuacht agus cursai reatha a dhéanamh. Cad ¢ an fhoireann ata ag TG4 faoi lathair?
An bhfuil go leor ceamaradoiri, stitirthoiri, laithreoiri né pé dream ata gceist ann chun an méid
atd le déanamh ag an staisiin a dhéanamh i gceart? Ma ta an stdisiin ag déanamh plean iomlan
nua, c¢ mhéad duine breise ata i gceist? Measaim go bhfuil an staisiun ag lorg lion foirne ré-
iseal chun an méid ata luaite ag Alan Esslemont san this a chur i gerich, dar liom.

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Gabhaim buiochas leis an gCathaoirleach as a cheist. T4 dha chuid
san this. T4 intheistiocht dhireach 6 TG4 méide, cuir i gcas, an leath uvair an chloig sa 14 faoi
lathair 6 RTE. Is hybrid ata ann. Taimid ag déanamh infheistiocht ach ag an am céanna lean-
faidh an ionchur 6 RTE ach ar bhealach difritil. In ait a bheith ag togail ceannas eagarthéi-
reachta 6 RTE, chaithfi é a thogail 6 TG4 agus a bheith ag feidhmiti mar a bhionn ITN do
Channel 4, is ¢ sin ag breathnt air mar bhranda difrinil. Cé go bhfuil RTE ag ioc, b’fhéidir, as
pa TG4 is do nuacht TG4 a bheadh an duine ag obair agus a bheadh a dhilseacht n6 a dilseacht
iomléan. Is i sin an it as a gcraolfar rudai i dtosach.

Is € sin an rud até sa phlean agus is ag feidhmit faoin reachtaiocht a bheidh an plean. Mar
ata luaite ag an Teachta O Cuiv, m4 athraitear an reachtaiocht san Oireachtas, bheadh an fheidh-
meannas sasta tabhairt faoi ar bhealach difrinil. T4 RTE 4 ra go bhfuil thart ar €10 milliun i
geeist le haghaidh an uair a chloig sa 14 agus nil an €10 millitn seo sa phlean a fuair an com-
hchoiste mar aighneacht réamhbhuiséid.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: N4 bi aon fhaitios ar Alan Esslemont mar nil aon chostas ag baint
leis seo. Thogfai € 6 seo agus thabharfai ¢ d6 siid mar is € an costas céanna do RTE ¢é.

Chairman: Mura bhfuil RTE ag déanamh i gceart é, ta costas breise chun é a thogail suas
go dti leibhéal nios fearr.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Tuigimid é sin ach ta airgead breise iarrtha chun ¢ a thabhairt suas.
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Chairman: T4 a thios agam ¢ sin. T4 airgead breise ann chun fis nua a dhéanamh seachas
leantiint leis an méid atd ann faoi lathair.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Tuigim ¢é sin.

Chairman: An mbeadh foireann bhreise a fhostu i gceist ndé an mbeadh an thoireann ata ag
RTE 4 aistrit, i gcas an luchta theicnitil, mar shampla, ceamaradéiri, n6 an bhfeiceann Alan
Esslemont go leanfaidh an ceangal at4 ann faoi lathair mar atd sé? Nil méran eolais agam faoi
conas clar a chur le chéile seachas go siulaimid isteach sa stiiideo, bionn duine ann ag déanamh
maisiu orainn, bionn fear na soilsi ann, agus duine ann chun go mbeidh an t-aoi socair. Is ¢
sin bealach in RTE. Ta bealach i bhfad Eireann nios taptla ag TG4 agus thuig an staisitn seo
an saol digiteach ¢ thiis. Ni raibh ceathrar ar an bhfoireann cheamara mar a bhi ag RTE agus
tharla athra toisc gur athraigh an saol agus gur éirigh na ceamarai chomh beag sin in ionad na
gcinn mhora mhillteacha a bhi ann. An bhfeiceann Alan Esslemont go mbeidh nios mé foirne
le fostu? Nil mé i gcoinne daoine a thosti ach ma t4 an staisitin ag lorg €1.83 millitin agus
ansin ta an €10 millitin at4 4 lorg ag RTE ann. An leor sin n6 an mbeidh TG4 ag teacht ar ais
an bhliain ina dhiaidh agus ina dhiaidh sin aris & ra go bhfuil deichnitir breise le fosti mar nach
bhfuil go leor stiurthoiri, comhordaitheoiri, laithreoiri - n6 pé teideal atd acu - againn chun an
this a chur i gcrich?

Mr. Alan Esslemont: T4 an plean bunaithe ar an gcaoi ina bhfuil rudai faoi lathair. Da n-
iarrfadh an tOireachtas go bhfuilimid ag athr(i an vair a chloig sa 14, bheadh ar gach duine luach
a chur ar an uair a chloig sa 14 sin. Cuireann BBC luach os cionn €20 millitin ar an deich n-uaire
an chloig sa tseachtain a sholathraionn s¢ do S4C. Cuireann an Stat seo nios 10 luacha ar aon
rud a bhaineann leis an nGaeilge ach i ndeireadh na dala d4 ndéanfadh an tOireachtas cinneadh
gur cheart go mbeadh TG4 ag fail “X” 6n gceadtnas in 4it an uair a chloig sa 14, ni bheadh fadhb
ag feidhmeannas TG4 leis sin. Is plean amhain a d’theadfai a bheith ann né an t-airgead sin uile
a usaid 1 dtreo nuachta agus clrsai reatha sa chaoi is go bhféadfaimid rud a chur ar fail i ndirire
nach bhfuil ar fail ag seirbhisi eile in Eirinn.

Ar an mbealach sin is féidir cas a dhéanamh go héasca le haghaidh airgead ceadunais do
chursai nuachta agus do chursai reatha i nGaeilge. Is cinneadh don Oireachtas ¢ agus ta an
plean seo bunaithe ar an reachtaiocht mar ata si faoi lathair.

Chairman: Cuirfidh mé crioch le mo chuidse agus iarrfaidh mé ar an Teachta O Cuiv ansin.

Mar a tharlaionn le haon iarratais ar bhuiséad, tagann n6 ni thagann siad. Mura dtagann sé,
an féidir le “Nuacht TG4” leanuint mar atd sé¢? An bhfuil fadhbanna buntsacha ann 6 thaobh
trealaimh, stitideonna foirne, nd traendla de faoi lathair né an bhfuil aon rud breise ag teastail
direach i gcombhair standing still?

Mr. Alan Esslemont: s ¢ an rud prainneach anois na go bhfuil an nuacht bogtha ar aghaidh.
Déanann roinnt daoine, ar mé nés féin, sui sios ar 5.30 p.m. go dti 7.30 p.m. agus is ar an gcaoi
sin a thaigheann mo chuid gasur a gcuid nuachta. Ta sé an-tdbhachtach, &mh, go mbeimid in
ann branda nuachta digiteach TG4 a chur ar fail. Is € sin an rud prainneach sa phlean. Is ¢ an
t-aon bhealach a dhéanfaimid € sin né ceannas eagarthoireachta a ghlacadh ar chursai nuachta.

Ni theastaionn an iomarca daoine chun ¢ sin a dhéanamh ach tdimid ag brath ansin ar an
seirbhis nuachta at4 ag teacht 6 RTE.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: T éirithe le TG4 le hacmhainni an-bheag 6 thaobh ciirsai spoirt
de. Bhi nuélaiocht ar go leor bealai, d’fhéadfai a ra, gur lean RTE TG4 i gctrsai spoirt mar
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cluichi narbh fhiti do RTE a chraoladh 20 bliain 6 shin, ta siad & gcraoladh anois agus t4 na

.....

An dtabharfadh an tionta atd 1 gceist againne an faobhar agus an solubthacht chéanna da
mbeadh TG4 1 gceannas ar chursai nuachta agus reatha, ag glacadh leis go mbeadh na hac-
mhainni ar fail? Nil aon mhaith rud ar bith a dhéanamh gan acmhainni. Chruthaigh an stéisitin
agus bhi sé€ nios éasca don staisiun a bheith nualach agus cruthaitheach sa sport nd mar a bhi sé
0 thaobh cursai nuachta de. An ¢ an t-idar a bhi leis sin na gur eagraigh an stisiiin an t-airgead
agus bhi sé in ann ansin dul ar an margadh agus rudai neamhghnacha a dhéanamh ar bhealach a
bhi thar a bheith éifeachtach mar chlair agus 6 thaobh cursai airgid de freisin?

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Is ¢ ceann de na rudai is mé a bhfuil mé broduil as TG4 le 25 bliain
anuas na an neamhspledchas smaointeoireachta agus cruthaitheachta. Chuir sé sin rudai ar fail
nach raibh chun teacht as RTE, n6 fit as Baile Atha Cliath. Ma bhreathnaimid go naisitnta ar
an tir, is dearcadh ndisitinta atd ann agus is aniar atd sé, agus tugann sé sin cur chuige iomlan
difriuil.

Mar a duirt an Teachta, bhi an staisitn in ann cinnti neamhspledcha a dhéanamh agus
d’¢éirigh leis an staisiin mar gheall go raibh an stdisiun neamhspledch. Rachaimid isteach sa
spas sin agus tabharfaimid faoi agus déanfaimid ¢ sin.

I ndairire, mar chraoltoir, ma ta an duine neamhspleach, t4 sé in ann 1 bhfad nios mo a dhé-
anamh. Mar an deir an Teachta O Cuiv, ta rudai cruthaithe againn i ngach réimse. Cén fath mar
sin nach mbeimis in ann a chrutht 6 thaobh na nuachta agus cursai reatha de? Is acmhainni
freagra na ceiste sin.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Is acmhainni agus neamhspleachas ata i gceist freisin. Rinne
TG4 cinneadh go luath go gcraolfadh sé Peil na mBan. Ni hamhdin go ndearna sé an-leas don
staisiun féin ach rinne sé sin an-leas do Pheil na mBan agus tharla fas as cuimse 1éi. Ta go leor
den bhuiochas sin ag dul go TG4. Da mbeadh s¢ sin faoi cheannas RTE ni ga go dtarlodh sé
sin. D4 mbeadh TG4 ag fail a chuid spéirt 6 RTE, ni bheadh an deis chéanna aige dul amach
agus tosu le rudai as an nua ar fad a dhéanamh a bhi difrivil ag an am nuair a thosaigh s¢ chuige
sin. Is € sin atd i gceist agamsa.

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Bhi agus t4 saol craoltéireachta monailiteach ann. Ta sé an-éasca
ma tathar sa mhonalit sin an doras a dhunadh agus déantar ¢ sin. Is ansin atd an chumhacht.
Dunadh an doras agus diinadh go leor doirse ar rudai mar spért na mban agus ar rudai gur cheart
a ra futhu gur craoltdireacht seirbhise poibli iad seo agus nil aon dabht faoi. T4 cur chuige ag an
geraoltoir eile atd go minic an-trachtala in ait cur chuige seirbhise poibli a bheith aige.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: T4 ceist amhain deiridh agam. T4 plé 4 dhéanamh againn - de
réir mar a thuigim € ta an tAire ag teacht leis seo - go mbeidh oiread airithe airgid as cisti poibli
curtha ar fail nuair a bheadh fégraiocht 1 gceist, ni hamhain d’fhégrai tri Ghaeilge ach fograi tri
Ghaeilge a bheadh ar chraoltoiri tri Ghaeilge. An dtabharfadh sé sin cuidit do TG4?

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Thabharfadh sé. O thosaiomar, ta straitéis againn go mbeidh nios mé
fograiochta i nGaeilge. Ar a laghad chiallodh sé sin go mbeadh an tuiscint gur féidir fograiocht
a dhéanamh i nGaeilge. Bionn an dream a chuireann na fograi seo le chéile & gcur in aiteanna
¢agsula. Ni chiallaionn sé seo mar gheall go bhfuil siad i nGaeilge go mbeadh na fograi ar TG4
amhain ach chuirfinn failte roimhe sin.

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Is cuid den solathar seo go gcaithfidh siad a bheith coimeadta
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d’athsholathar ann. Is ¢ sin, uimhir a haon go gcaithfidh oiread seo fograi a bheith tri Ghaeilge
ach is ¢ an dara coinnioll né go gcaithfidh méid agus solathar faoi leith diobh freisin a chraoladh
ar na medin Ghaeilge freisin. Ni hé sin na fograi Gaeilge ar fad ach céatadan diobh.

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Mar a duirt mé, bhi mé ag foram craoltdireachta agus nil aon chum-
hacht margaidh ag TG4. Is ¢ an t-aon tacaiocht ata ag TG4 na reachtaiocht laidir agus rialachain
ansin ar an reachtaiocht sin a thugann tacaiocht don Ghaeilge. Usaidtear focal mor sa Bhéarla,
agus a usaideann Hector freisin, agus is € sin meas no respect. [ ndairire ma t4 an dé rud sin ann,
reachtaiocht laidir agus ansin rialtéir ata ag feidhmiu go maith le meas don Ghaeilge, is € sin
an t-aon bhealach gur féidir linn dul chun cinn a dhéanamh. M4 fhagtar TG4 agus an Ghaeilge
faoin margadh-----

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: Beidh teipthe air.

Chairman: Ceart go leor. Gabhaim buiochas le Alan Esslemont as an méid sin a roinnt
linn. Bhi sé spreaguil agus ta suil agam go mbeidh tairbhe maith as an méid até sé tar éis a chur
inar lathair. Ni muidne an tAire Airgeadais, t4 bron orm a rd. D4 mbeimis bheadh sé i bhfad
Eireann nios-----

Deputy Eamon O Cuiv: B’fhéidir go mbeidh-----
Chairman: Ni bheadh a thios agat.

Mr. Alan Esslemont: Ba mhaith liom focal buiochas a ghabhail leis an gcomhchoiste. Ta
an obair ata ar bun aige an-tdbhachtach agus t4 an obair 6 thaobh reachtaiocht na Gaeilge larn-
ach. Nil TG4 oscailte faoi lathair ach nuair a bheidh rudai nios fearr chuirfinn failte roimh an
gcomhchoiste ann i mBaile na hAbhann.

Deputy Catherine Connolly: An gcuirfidh TG4 failte roimh RTE?

Chairman: Ni g4 an cheist sin a threagairt. Labhroimid leis an Uasal Dee Forbes amach
anseo faoin gceist sin. E sin raite guim gach rath ar obair TG4, ar na critinna agus ar gach duine
ata ag obair do “Nuacht TG4” agus do “7 La” chomh maith agus ta suil agam go n-éireoidh go
geal leo agus go mbeidh siad in ann an fhis nuachta nua até luaite agus leagtha sios ag Alan Es-
slemont a chur chun cinn agus a bhaint amach chombh tapa agus is féidir nuair ata an cinneadh
déanta ag pé Aire a bheidh ann faoi airgead breise a thabhairt do TG4.

Cuirfimid clabhstr leis an diospdireacht. Ba mhaith liom mo bhuiochas a ghabhail le Alan
Esslemont as an méid a phléigh sé linn. Cuirfimid an cruinnit seo ar athlé do dti 12:30 p.m.
Déardaoin, 22 Iuil 2021 nuair a bheimid ag plé suiomh iomlan datheangach a dhéanamh de
Thithe an Oireachtais le Cléireach na Dala, Peter Finnegan.

Beidh cruinnit priobhaideach againn am ¢éigin chun plé a dhéanamh ar an méid a tharla nios
luaithe agus ar roinnt den chomhthreagras.

Cuireadh an comhchoiste ar athl6 ar 5.07 p.m. go dti 12.30 p.m., Déardaoin, an 22 Tail 2021.
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