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LPT exemption sought for house with pyrite and mica 

A request that the Local Property Tax (LPT) exemption that exists in Leinster in respect of 

homes affected by pyrite be extended to cover homes in Mayo that are similarly affected and 

those in Donegal affected by problems with mica, was made in the Upper House by Fine 

Gael Senator Michelle Mulherin. 

She said an expert report on concrete blockwork in homes in Mayo and Donegal was 

published in June. This was commissioned by the Department of Housing, Planning and 

Local Government. “This is the first official recognition that there is a serious problem with 

the deterioration of blockwork in houses in Mayo and Donegal such that it can cause major 

structural problems and even structural collapse of houses in due course,” she said. 

 The report estimates that approximately 345 private houses and 17 social houses in Mayo are 

affected, she said. “The estimate for Donegal is that between 1,200 and 4,000 properties are 

affected by mica. I think many more houses in Mayo are affected because even since the 

publication of the report, I have had people approached me about this matter. I also believe 

there is a significant problem with commercial properties. This problem is widespread and we 

need to get to the bottom of it.” 

In response, Minister of State Michael D’Arcy said he understood that the Minister of State at 

the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government, Deputy English is considering 

what actions may be required to assist the parties directly involved in reaching a satisfactory 

resolution to the problems that have emerged in Donegal and Mayo,” he said. “The 

legislation governing the administration of LPT provides for a limited number of exemptions 

from LPT. There is no specific exemption for properties affected by mica and there are no 

plans to do so at the moment.  LPT operates on a self-assessment basis and it is a matter for 

the property owner in the first instance to calculate the tax due based on his or her assessment 

of the market value of the property. When making an assessment, issues such as the presence 

of pyrite or mica would be one of the factors that a property owner should take into account 

in valuing their property.” 

Request for Irish scheme for Erris School 

A request that the cúntóirí teanga scheme, whereby native Irish speakers visit primary schools 

daily, be restored to Scoil Náisiúnta Dubh Thuama in Erris was made in the Upper Hose by 

Senator Dr Keith Swanick. 

Schools have been fortunate to have the opportunity to have native Irish speakers visit on a 

daily basis to give their expertise in spoken Irish to the children, he said. Many of the schools 

feel that this is a vital cog in their wheels. Two organisations, Muintearas Teoranta and 

Oidhreacht Chorca Dhuibhne Teoranta, manage the scheme on behalf of the Department and 

deliver it, for the most part, through the network of Gaeltacht primary schools. 



He said Scoil Náisiúnta Dubh Thuama in Erris is very eager to have it reinstated in the 

school. 

In response, Minister of State Joe McHugh said the Department of Education and Skills 

intends to undertake a review of the scheme. “Among the issues to be addressed as part of 

this review will be the qualifying criteria that should apply in the case of schools that are 

participating in the scheme or that wish to participate in the scheme in the future. This will 

address the issue raised by the Senator.” 

Criticism of vulture fund Promontoria 

The escalation in the number of proceedings that vulture fund Promontoria issues was raised 

in the Upper House by Senator Michelle Mulherin. 

In the run up to court holidays, people may find it difficult to get lawyers, she said. “People 

are slapped with proceedings. I refer to cases where, to my mind, people are making a very 

real effort because they do not want to be declared bankrupt and want to sort out their 

affairs,” she said. “I encountered a case that really highlighted to me what is occurring. It is 

the case of a professional man who, as with a number of others, got into debt. He has been 

able to reach a financial arrangement with several banks but he cannot deal with Promontoria. 

He made an offer to it and it did not even make a counter-offer. In my experience of 

proceedings, trying to sort out cases, mediation and negotiations, I have never heard the like. 

Now the individual has been slapped with a High Court summons requiring the full amount 

owed. If he is declared bankrupt, none of the other creditors will get paid at all.” 

Senator Mulherin said one of the vulture fund's tactics is to require people to go to Belfast to 

visit an office. “The man working there is a former Scotland Yard agent. I do not want to be 

crude in this Chamber but must state that he introduces himself to people when he sits them 

down by saying, ‘I am a prick but do not mind that’. It proceeds from there. That says it all. I 

am raising this because an increasing number of people have been complaining about their 

dealings with Promontoria.” 

 A number of issues arise in this regard, she said. “The vulture funds are unregulated. What 

engagement is there between the Department and these vulture funds? They are supposed to 

have a special relationship manager for debtors to deal with, yet the debtors do not get to 

know the identity of that relationship manager, unless they get to go to the North and meet 

the unsavoury individual I have mentioned. For the most part, the vulture fund I referred to 

operates through its agent, Capita. It is most unsatisfactory.” 

 


