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Troy requests anomaly scanning for Midland Regional Hospital 

An update on the provision of anomaly scanning at Midland Regional Hospital, Mullingar 

was sought in the Dáil by Fianna Fail Deputy Robert Troy. 

“The Midland Regional Hospital, Mullingar does not just serve Mullingar,” he said. “It serves 

all of Westmeath and Longford, and parts of Offaly, Meath, Louth and Roscommon. It 

actually services quite a large geographical area. I know this matter is a priority as part of the 

hospital business case for 2018. I stand to be corrected but I am led to believe that the 

hospital has the highest rate of births outside Dublin.” 

In response, Health Minister Simon Harris said the national maternity strategy is very clear 

that all women must have equal access to standardised ultrasound services. “The strategy will 

be implemented on a phased basis over the coming years - I have just published the first 

implementation plan - and this work will be led by the HSE national women and infants 

health programme,” he said. “This is a specific programme office within the HSE very 

similar to the way we delivered improvements in cancer services in the past.” 

“I am advised that anomaly scans are available in each hospital group, as distinct from each 

hospital,” he said. “I am also advised that those maternity hospitals and units which currently 

provide anomaly scans accept referrals from other maternity units. This occurs where the 

medical team in the referring maternity unit considers that such a scan is clinically indicated. 

I am informed that the Midland Regional Hospital Mullingar provides anomaly scans to 

women when clinically indicated to do so.” 

One of the current challenges to increasing access to anomaly scans is the recruitment of 

ultrasonographers, he said. “In this context, it is expected that the establishment of maternity 

networks across hospital groups will assist in the development of a sustainable model that 

ensures all women can have access to anomaly scans routinely. They are already happening 

where clinically indicated. I think what the Deputy is asking me is when they will be 

available routinely for all women. I am assured that the programme will continue to work 

with the maternity networks to assist in increasing access to anomaly scans for those 

maternity units that currently have limited availability.” 

Increase in number of road fatalities worrying - Troy 

The increase in the number of road fatalities in recent years is worrying and it needs to be 

addressed, Fianna Fáil Deputy Robert Troy told the Dáil.  Speaking on a new Road Traffic 

Bill, he said in the period from 2015 to 2016 alone, there was a 16% increase in the number 

of road fatalities.  

“We had become accustomed to a downward trajectory in the figures and an element of 

complacency may have set in,” he said. “Some have sought to portray my party as somewhat 



soft on drink-driving and on road traffic offences but let me very clear, unambiguous and 

unequivocal, as a party, we totally condemn drink-driving. We are the party that in 2001 

introduced the penalty point system, in 2005 introduced mandatory alcohol testing on our 

roads, in 2006 set up the Road Safety Authority, in 2009 introduced safety cameras on our 

roads, in 2010 introduced a graduated driver licensing system for learner drivers and in 2011 

lowered the blood alcohol limit to 50 mg, a point sometimes is lost in commentary.” 

It is currently illegal to drive a car with a blood alcohol limit in excess of 50 mg and in excess 

of 20 mg for specified drivers, he said. “The reason it is illegal is that my party reduced that 

blood alcohol limit in 2010, which came into effect in 2011,” he said. 

Deputy Troy said Minister Shane Ross argues that an automatic disqualification from driving 

is one way to go, that this is the only way we can get impaired drivers off our roads. “The 

question I have asked the Minister repeatedly, which he has been unable to answer, is that if 

automatic disqualification is the only way to go, why in 2016, according to the figures he 

gave when he appeared before the Oireachtas committee, were 8,063 people arrested for 

driving while intoxicated. Of that 8,063, 7% were found to be in the category of having a 

blood alcohol level of 50 mg to 80 mg, 93% were in the category of having a blood alcohol 

level where they would have been liable to automatic disqualification straight away. If 

automatic disqualification was a deterrent, one would imagine those figures would be 

reversed.” 

Deputy Troy said the real deterrent to people not taking a chance in this regard is to ensure 

we have a significant Garda presence on our roads. 

  


