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Explanation sought for bus privatisation in Waterford 

The reason why 100% of the bus routes in Waterford city are being privatised was sought in 

the Dáil by Sinn Féin Deputy David Cullinane. 

He asked Education Minister Richard Bruton if Waterford is being used as a guinea pig in the 

Minister's privatisation experiment. “Will he agree that if the Government privatises and 

outsources the profitable routes - these are five profitable routes - that will have an impact on 

the viability of the company which, in turn, will have an impact on the ability of the company 

to provide services in rural areas? We know that the Expressway services in many areas are 

under threat.” 

In reply, Minister Bruton, deputising for the Tánaiste, said the decision on which routes ought 

to be selected for tendering is made independently and is not made by Government. 

“However, clearly, there is a commitment that we would open up the opportunity for 

competitive tendering for some elements of our public transport services,” he said. “That 

allows other providers to offer alternatives. It is good for the consumer and user to see 

alternative offerings. There is no guarantee as to who will win in that tender. The best tender 

offering the best service at the most competitive rates will win and that will be of benefit to 

consumers who seek to have improvement. We have seen that where there is open 

competition on the intercity routes - there is a wide variety of services offering - that they 

meet additional consumer needs. We must recognise that a monopoly delivery is not the sole 

way to go but, as the Deputy rightly said, certain public services will always have to be 

supported. The Government has made substantial money available to the public transport 

companies to ensure that we provide social routes as well as economic ones.” 

Re-opening of rural garda stations essential - Butler 

In the aftermath of a number of serious crimes, it is important that those who engage in 

rampant criminality are sent a strong, clear message that attacks on older and vulnerable 

people will not be tolerated and will attract serious punishment, Deputy Mary Butler told the 

Dáil.  

Speaking during a debate on a Fianna Fail motion on rural crime, she said the reopening of 

rural Garda stations is essential in terms of delivering a more effective policing service. “As a 

member of my local community alert group, I compliment local communities on fighting 

back, becoming more aware and working with gardaí to be their eyes and ears on the ground 

and reporting suspicious activity to them,” she said. “In a recently solved case in my home 

town, an elderly gentleman had his house broken into when he was out and about in the town. 

His life savings were taken. Thankfully, through the excellent work of the Garda, the culprits 

were apprehended. Unfortunately, because he did not know how much cash he had in the 

house, we do not know whether he got all of it back.” 



Butler seeks update on review into retirement age for public servants 

An update on the review to examine the statutory and operational considerations giving rise 

to barriers to extending participation in the public service workforce up to, and including, the 

current and planned age of entitlement to the State pension, was sought in the Dáil by Fianna 

Fáil Deputy Mary Butler. 

She said Minister Paschal Donohoe promised the review at the end of the second quarter but 

it was almost the end of the fourth quarter. 

In response Taoiseach Leo Varadkar said the work on that is almost complete. “It has been 

complicated by the fact that public servants hired at different times have different contracts,” 

he said. “Generally speaking, people hired before 2004 must retire at 65, those hired between 

2004 and 2012 have no retirement age and those hired after 2012 have a retirement age of 70. 

The fact that there are three different contract groups has complicated the matter somewhat. I 

met the Minister for Finance and this was one of the matters we discussed. He intends to 

bring a memo or proposal to Government within two weeks.” 

Update sought on Piltown overbridge 

An update on the proposed overbridge on the Piltown bypass on the N24 was sought in the 

Dáil by Fianna Fáil Deputy Bobby Aylward. 

“Ten lives have been lost there as the Minister is well aware,” he said. “We need an upgrade. 

The two-plus-one system is not exactly perfect. We objected to it when it was proposed by 

the National Roads Authority, NRA. We said it was not good enough and wanted a motorway 

system but instead it went for the two-plus-one system. It has not worked. Two dangerous 

junctions are involved, where ten lives have been lost. While improvement works have been 

undertaken at these junctions, that is not satisfactory and it is still dangerous. We want the 

process to go forward to amalgamate the two junctions and put in an overbridge. That will 

solve the whole problem.” 

In response, Transport Minister Shane Ross said as well as some short-term measures, the 

appraisal of long-term options relating to upgrading this section of road and the provision of 

an overbridge has been under way.  

Transport Infrastructure Ireland, he said has indicated that this work has progressed to the 

point where Kilkenny County Council has tendered for consultancy services relating to the 

proposed upgrade. “It is understood that the Council received tenders on 10 November 2017 

and that the council is carrying out a tender assessment with a view to submitting a 

recommendation to TII for approval before the end of the year,” he added. 

 


