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Bandon Community Hospital not adequately staffed 

The HSE has not adequately staffed Bandon Community hospital, thereby leaving the elderly 

without respite care in the Bandon area, Independent Deputy Michael Collins told the Dáil. 

During Leaders' Questions three weeks ago, he said he asked the Taoiseach about Bandon 

Community Hospital, a question he referred back to the Minister for Health, from whom he 

got no reply. 

“Major works were completed in Bandon Community Hospital last August,” he said. “The 

Friends of Bandon Community Hospital have collected tens of thousands of euro from the 

public. It is a major disappointment to all to see this state-of-the-art facility left idle. Can the 

Taoiseach personally intervene in this crisis and get the new facility open to the public?” 

In reply Minister of State Jim Daly said this was an issue before the Workplace Relations 

Commission, WRC. “There is a disagreement between unions and management in respect of 

staffing ratios,” he said. 

Call to re-open West Cork garda stations 

The reopening of Garda stations in Ballinspittle and Adrigole in West Cork was called for in 

the Dáil by Fianna Fáil Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony. 

Speaking during a debate on a Fianna Fáil motion on rural crime, she said her party is very 

conscious of rural crime and is willing to do something about it. “As usual, we are willing to 

walk the walk as well as talk the talk, unlike other parties in this Chamber. It is proven that a 

Garda presence reduces crime and gives locals a sense of security. On the Minister's desk at 

present, there are applications for the reopening of Garda stations in Ballinspittle and 

Adrigole in west Cork. I ask him to consider them because we really need to have the stations 

opened.” 

Collins seeks compensation package for fishermen 

Due to the recent Storm Ophelia, fishermen along the south and west coast sustained serious 

losses where their pots were either destroyed or lost, Independent Deputy Michael Collins 

told the Dáil. 

One fisherman, among many in west Cork, lost 250 pots, he said. “At a cost €60 per pot, this 

is putting financial strain on fishermen and their families. Does the Government have any 

plans to put a compensation package in place for the fishermen affected?” 

In response, Taoiseach Leo Varadkar said there is no Programme for Government 

commitment on this particular matter. “I will ask the Minister for Agriculture, Marine and 

Food to provide the Deputy with a more detailed reply.” 



People with disabilities in West Cork must give 24 hours notice of their wish to travel 

If people with disabilities want to travel from any town in West Cork to Cork city, they must 

give 24 hours' notice, Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony told the Dáil. 

Speaking during Question Time, she said in an age in which we want everyone to be equal, 

she found this very hard to swallow. “Even if the bus is disability-friendly, there are towns in 

which the bus stop is not,” she said. “A lot of work needs to be done in this area. Those who 

are blind or visually impaired cannot drive and, therefore, public transport is their only means 

of transport. Accessible public transport is vital for their independence. Availability goes 

hand in hand with accessibility.” 

In response, Minister Shane Ross said he could assure the Deputy that his Department and its 

agencies are committed to engaging actively with the strategy, including the continued 

development of accessible public transport in recognition of the importance of such services 

to the lives of people with disabilities.  

“In this regard I should mention that the four-year capital envelope for public transport 

announced in Budget 2018 includes a multi-annual allocation of almost €28 million for the 

accessibility retro-fit programme for the period 2018 to 2021,” he said. “This funding is a 

trebling of the previous allocation. It relates to accessibility upgrades for existing older 

infrastructure and is additional to the investment in new infrastructure which, as a matter of 

course, is nowadays designed to facilitate accessibility.” 

 


