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Aylward calls for a fodder crisis fund 

There is an urgent need for swift action to be taken by the Government to assist farmers in 

Kilkenny and other affected areas by the bad weather, Fianna Fáil Deputy Bobby Aylward 

told the Dáil. 

Calling for the establishment of a crisis fodder aid fund, he said the cost of straw, hay and 

silage has doubled since the harvest as farmers struggle to secure fodder supplies in the North 

West and the Border. “Delivery charges for wheat and straw have increased to €65 for some 

bales, with the price hitting €40 for other bales in certain places,” he said. “The cost of good 

quality hay has also increased sharply, with prices of more than €40 for 4x4 bales. According 

to feed traders, supplies of half dried barley straw and feed quality wheat straw are very 

difficult to get. At the very least an immediate survey needs to be carried out by the 

Department and Teagasc to assess which farmers are in need of assistance.” 

In response, the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Michael Creed said he had 

been very conscious throughout these last few months of the difficult weather conditions and 

their effect on the agriculture sector. 

“It is important to emphasise that my Department operates an emergency helpline for animal 

welfare cases,” he said. “I urge any farmers facing an emergency animal welfare situation and 

who may be in need of support to contact the helpline for advice and, if needs be, emergency 

assistance.” 

Last month he said the European Commission agreed to his request for an advance payment 

of the 2017 basic payment scheme. “I took this action in response to the poor weather 

conditions we are discussing here this evening and also in response to market difficulties 

caused by currency fluctuations, among other issues,” he said. “This advance translates into 

an increase from 50% to 70% in the rate for the basic payment scheme to those farmers 

whose applications were confirmed fully clear. Issuing of these payments commenced as 

early as possible, or in this case after 15 October, and balancing payments will be made with 

effect from early December. There will also be an increase permitted to the advance for Pillar 

II rural development schemes.” 

“However, be assured that my Department and I, in conjunction with Teagasc, will continue 

to monitor the fodder position closely throughout the coming winter months,” he added. 

Councillors to receive increased allowances 

New arrangements for councillors including a new allowance for elected members of all local 

authorities worth €1,000 per annum to reflect the additional work carried out by elected 

members following the local government reforms of 2014, were announced to the Seanad by 

Minister of State John Paul Phelan.  



There will also be an optional vouched annual expenses allowance worth up to €5,000 per 

annum that councillors may opt for in place of an existing unvouched fixed rate annual 

allowance of approximately €2,500, he said. “This vouched allowance will bring the annual 

expenses regime for councillors more in line with that available to members of this House,” 

he said. 

“Councillors will be able to claim vouched expenses against the following categories of 

eligible expenditure: the purchase of home office furniture or equipment; the purchase of 

stationery; the hiring of meeting rooms; leaflet and newsletter printing and distribution; 

advertising relating to functions as an elected members; and the purchase of temporary 

secretarial support from a licensed employment agency,” he said. “We are also examining 

whether the list might include more categories. These categories of eligible expenditure are 

similar to those allowed for Oireachtas Members. I have had the great privilege of being 

audited for the past two years and I am sure that other Members of this House have also been 

audited. I can attest to the fact that it is a rigorous audit process. It is equitable that all local 

representatives are treated in the same manner when it comes to audits of expenditure.” 

Update sought on Piltown overbridge 

An update on the proposed overbridge on the Piltown bypass on the N24 was sought in the 

Dáil by Fianna Fáil Deputy Bobby Aylward. 

“Ten lives have been lost there as the Minister is well aware,” he said. “We need an upgrade. 

The two-plus-one system is not exactly perfect. We objected to it when it was proposed by 

the National Roads Authority, NRA. We said it was not good enough and wanted a motorway 

system but instead it went for the two-plus-one system. It has not worked. Two dangerous 

junctions are involved, where ten lives have been lost. While improvement works have been 

undertaken at these junctions, that is not satisfactory and it is still dangerous. We want the 

process to go forward to amalgamate the two junctions and put in an overbridge. That will 

solve the whole problem.” 

In response, Transport Minister Shane Ross said as well as some short-term measures, the 

appraisal of long-term options relating to upgrading this section of road and the provision of 

an overbridge has been under way.  

Transport Infrastructure Ireland, he said has indicated that this work has progressed to the 

point where Kilkenny County Council has tendered for consultancy services relating to the 

proposed upgrade. “It is understood that the Council received tenders on 10 November 2017 

and that the council is carrying out a tender assessment with a view to submitting a 

recommendation to TII for approval before the end of the year,” he added. 

 


