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Kildare has just one garda for every 650 people 

County Kildare has one garda for every 650 people whereas most other counties have perhaps 

one garda for every 400 people, Fianna Fáil Deputy Frank O’Rourke told the Dáil. 

“While we are waiting on resources to come through, perhaps the Garda Commissioner could 

rebalance resources to help counties such as County Kildare, which is suffering drastically, 

has very low Garda numbers, is under-resourced and is a target for crime,” he said. “We need 

to see the imbalance addressed as a matter of urgency to help people living in both urban and 

rural communities.” 

Speaking during a debate on a Fianna Fáil motion on rural crime, Deputy O’Rourke said 

crime is a serious issue in all communities, both rural and urban. “I attended a public meeting 

in Rathcoffey, which is one of many rural communities in my constituency,” he said. “It was 

attended by 120 people. The two main issues that arose at the meeting were additional 

resources on the ground and the bail laws. There is a massive problem when people caught 

committing an offence are visible in the community within 24 hours. This is very upsetting 

for the victims and all who suffer as a consequence of the crime.” 

Heydon seeks clarity for future of Portlaoise Hospital 

Clarity on future plans for Portlaoise Hospital was sought in the Dáil by Fine Gael Deputy 

Martin Heydon. 

“There has been great concern in Laois and south Kildare regarding future health care 

services in Portlaoise hospital,” he said. “Many of my constituents view the emergency 

department in Portlaoise as their natural place to go when there is a need to attend such a 

department. Many have used maternity services in Portlaoise, including people living in 

Kildare and along the border. From Athy to Monasterevin, Newbridge, Portarlington, 

Jamestown and Killenard, people see Portlaoise as their local hospital for emergency 

department, intensive care unit and maternity services.” 

HIQA has pointed to the need for a strategic plan for the hospital and its future, he said. A 

report was leaked to the media which is causing major concern in the area. “The people of 

Laois and south Kildare need and deserve a number of things,” he said. “We need clarity as 

to the future plans for Portlaoise hospital. We need the safe provision of health care services 

and a plan for the delivery of increased investment to ensure the safe provision of emergency 

and maternity services for the people of the area.” 

In response, Minister of State Jim Daly said the Dublin Midlands Hospital Group has been 

working for some time on a draft plan for a new model of clinical service delivery at 

Portlaoise Hospital. “A draft plan was submitted to the Department of Health in December 

2016,” he said. “This draft report was reviewed in detail and was the subject of engagement 



between Department officials and the HSE. Significant additional work was undertaken by 

the HSE on foot of this engagement, resulting in a revised draft plan that was submitted to the 

Department in September 2017.” 

He said the report is currently under detailed consideration in the Department of Health. Once 

there is an agreed position on the draft plan, it is intended there will be further engagement 

with all interested parties to ensure the needs of patients, staff and the local and wider 

community are addressed. “Any future changes to services at Portlaoise must take account of 

existing patient flows and demands in other hospitals, as well as the need to develop 

particular services at Portlaoise in the context of the overall service configuration in the 

Dublin Midlands Hospital Group,” he said. 

HAP tenants at a disadvantage in County Kildare 

The HAP scheme payment for a single parent or a couple with two children in County 

Kildare who are looking for a three-bedroom house is €1,260 with 20% discretion but the 

current rental price for such a house in any part of north County Kildare is approximately 

€1,450, so they are already around €200 behind the line, Deputy Frank O’Rourke told the 

Dáil. 

He said they also have to pay differential rent to the local authority based on their income. In 

these circumstances, they are at a severe disadvantage in terms of securing private rental 

accommodation they can afford. “They are starting off way behind the line,” he said. “This is 

leading to an increase in homelessness and the situation is getting worse. Even when the 

people who qualify for the HAP scheme view properties they know they will not be able to 

access them because the payments are inadequate. I ask that those payments be reviewed in 

the short term until supply increases.” 

Accommodation in the county is much sought after for positive reasons and there are 

currently approximately 8,000 people on the housing list in Kildare, which is a massive 

number, he said. 

“There is also an issue with regard to the administration of the HAP scheme,” he said. “It can 

take up to three months for a payment to come through after one applies for the HAP scheme. 

This also puts HAP applicants at a disadvantage vis-à-vis those who do not need rental 

support and who show up to viewings with a month's rent and a month's deposit in hand. 

Landlords or landladies are not going to wait for three months for a payment. If we are 

serious about dealing with homelessness we must help families to remain in their homes and 

we must also help families to get off the street.” 

In response, Minister of State John Paul Phelan said the point Deputy O’Rourke made in that 

regard is a fair one and he would certainly take up that issue because local government is in 

his remit. “A reduction in the processing time is an objective that can be achieved,” he said. 

“That would greatly help people who are trying to put a roof over their heads.” 

From available data, he said at the end of the second quarter of 2017 - excluding the 

additional discretion available to eligible homeless households in the Dublin region - 12.6% 



of HAP households nationally were benefitting from the flexibility introduced by the 

Government in 2016 to exceed the rent limits and the average level of payment agreed stood 

at 14.9% beyond the rent limits. In the administrative area of County Kildare, 432 of the 

1,128 households supported by HAP at that point, or approximately one in three households, 

were benefitting from the additional flexibility, with the average level of payment being 

agreed at approximately 13% beyond the rent limits. 

 


