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Suicide cases highlighted in the Seanad 

The case of a suicidal teenager was rescued from the Corrib and was subsequently turned 

away from University Hospital Galway was raised in the Upper House by Sinn Féin Senator 

Trevor Ó Clochartaigh. It was reported that she was dripping wet from a drowning attempt at 

the Wolfe Tone Bridge, he said.  

“She was assessed by a triage nurse in the back of an ambulance and deemed unfit to be 

admitted to the hospital,” he said. “She kept insisting that she would take her life and was 

brought to a cell in Mill Street Garda station for her own safety. When her father collected 

her from the Garda station she was insisting that she would repeat the suicide attempt. They 

drove to the emergency department where she pleaded with medical staff to be admitted. She 

was once again refused and she remained in a distressed and unco-operative state. On the 

night in question, she had taken a cocktail of alcohol and drugs prior to jumping in the water 

at the Wolfe Tone Bridge. Her life was saved when she was rescued by a garda and a member 

of the public.” 

Senator Ó Clochartaigh said there are reports of similar cases, such as the man with self-

inflicted open knife wounds and another man enduring a paranoid psychotic episode who 

were left waiting in the emergency department until he left and jumped into the Corrib, taking 

his own life. 

“There is a very serious issue with mental health services in the West,” he said. “It is 

something I have highlighted on many occasions, particularly regarding drug and alcohol 

services in the Galway-Roscommon area which seem to be significantly understaffed in 

comparison with other regions. This crisis arises from chaotic mental health services across 

the country. The Psychiatric Nurses Association has informed me that a high dependency unit 

will be closed by the end of the month, and the Minister has confirmed this.” 

Members of the association have quite rightly balloted 80% in favour of industrial action for 

the safety of patients and staff, he said. They have not done so for personal gain but from a 

duty of care. “Where is the Government's duty of care to the people of Galway and the staff 

who have been pushed to the end of their tether?” he asked. “I would like a debate on mental 

health services, particularly in the west, because the Galway-Roscommon mental health area 

is completely understaffed compared with other areas, where I know there are problems, but 

the situation in Galway-Roscommon is particularly acute.” 

14 social houses for 13,000 applicants 

This year will see 14 social houses built in Galway when there are 13,000 people on the 

housing waiting list since 2001, Independent Deputy Catherine Connolly told the Dáil.  



Speaking during a debate on homelessness, she asked how many Governments have held 

power since then? “Not one single social house has been built but we had plenty of money for 

the rental accommodation scheme and the HAP scheme,” she said. Then we came up with the 

land aggregation scheme. Is the Government even aware of this scheme? How much land 

from various local authorities has been taken back under it? Up to 13,000 people in Galway, 

some of them waiting since 2001, are on the housing list. In addition, there is a major crisis in 

the context of homelessness. It would be great if the officials in Galway treated those 

presenting as homeless as families.” 

The Government created a housing crisis with its reliance on the private market, claiming that 

it would provide, she said. “It has utterly failed to do so, however. The Government stood 

over legislation which enshrined HAP as the only game in town. When I was a member of 

Galway City Council, we were repeatedly told it was the only game in town. HAP is 

taxpayers' money going into the landlords' pockets at a capped level. In Galway city, as in 

other cities, no tenant can get a property at that capped level. To add insult to injury, the 

tenant or applicant has to get extra money to top up the rent. That used to be regarded as an 

under-the-counter payment whereas now it is a recognised official payment. HAP applicants 

are struggling to pay rents way beyond their capacity.” 

“It is unfortunate that the resources of the local authority have been run down and, as a result, 

staff are strained beyond belief, moved from department to department and not allowed to 

build up an expertise or a feeling in respect of homelessness,” she continued. “They are now 

functioning as estate agents and looking for houses all over the city. If the Minister of State 

(Damien English) does not believe me, he should listen to the auctioneers in Galway, who 

would tell him there is no supply of private housing there. He should take a trip to see the 

homeless on the streets of the city. He should go the men's hostel in Eyre Square in the 

middle of our lovely city. When men turn up there, they are told the hostel is full and its staff 

can only give them sleeping bags so that they can be a little warmer while sleeping on the 

streets. I am not given to exaggeration, rather I deal in facts. These are the facts in Galway 

city.” 

 


