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South-East got one per cent of jobs created last year 

While the south-east represents 10.5% of the population, it only got 1% of the net jobs that 

were created last year, Sinn Féin Deputy David Cullinane told the Dáil. 

Recently, he said the Joint Committee on Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation met in Waterford 

city. “We heard from academics at WIT and senior representatives of Waterford City and 

County Council,” he said. “We heard about shocking figures in respect of the IDA. There 

were only nine site visits to Waterford and only two to Wexford. That was described by the 

council representatives as appalling.” 

It was also said that unless the Government commits to providing the relevant funding for the 

North Quays project, of which I know the Taoiseach is aware and for which a potential €500 

million investment is contingent on €90 million funding from the State, the project will not 

go ahead, said Deputy Cullinane. “Why is the south-east the only region where the 

Government is not meeting its targets? What further action will the Government take to 

ensure it does meet its targets?” 

In response, Taoiseach Leo Varadkar said there has been a significant fall in unemployment 

in the south-east and a significant increase in employment. “There is of course much more to 

job creation than IDA jobs although I was pleased to be in Waterford not too long ago to 

announce the creation of extra jobs in the Bausch & Lomb facility there. I think probably a 

more detailed answer could be provided by the Tánaiste if the Deputy wishes to ask her a 

parliamentary question.” 

Investment in Irish Water ensured Waterford beaches can fly blue flags again 

New legislation on water charges which will see charges for excessive use above a reasonable 

threshold was welcomed in the Seanad by Senator Paudie Coffey. The latter, he said, has 

been agreed at 1.7 times the average rate of consumption as set by the independent 

Commission for Regulation of Utilities.  

“That is fair and a political compromise,” he said. “That is what politics is about. I hope it 

provides a way forward.” 

“I live in Waterford, a coastal county, which struggled for years to retain blue flags in respect 

of its beaches,” he said. “We all speak of our pride in our tourism industry and our 

environment. It was a national disgrace that raw sewage was flowing into the waters of 

Dunmore East and Tramore, beautiful, scenic tourist spots that could not get blue flags for 

their beaches until recently. As a Government Senator and a former Minister of State who 

supported Irish Water all the way, I am proud to say that Irish Water ensured that the 

necessary investment in water treatment infrastructure for Ardmore, Dunmore East and 



Tramore was made. As a result, these towns can now proudly fly their blue flags because the 

waters there are clean.” 

That is the legacy of difficult decisions taken by my former Government colleagues in Fine 

Gael and Labour, he said. “They made the decisions in the interests of our citizens and our 

environment. They were not populist decisions. We did not oppose anything for the sake of 

attracting easy votes. Instead, we decided to invest in order that our citizens might have the 

infrastructure they deserve. That is one example.” 

Senator Coffey urged the Minister to ensure that the refund scheme is put in place and he 

acknowledged those who paid their water charges.  

“It is important now that they are treated fairly, as recommended by the Joint Committee,” he 

said. “The Minister is setting up an online system to inform people about when they will 

receive their refunds. It is important that this happens. It is also important that water 

provision for rural dwellers is not forgotten. By means of co-operative and group schemes, 

these people provided funding for water provision in rural areas. We need to ensure that they 

are continuously supported by Government grants and subsistence aid. Those people have 

their own wells and septic tanks and they should also be treated fairly in order to ensure that 

said wells and tanks are maintained to a high standard. They should be treated in the same 

way as urban dwellers, particularly in the context of investment in water infrastructure.” 

Green Party Senator Grace O’Sullivan said her party supported the principle that wastage of 

crucial natural resources should never be subsidised or rewarded and that penalties can be 

beneficial to affect people’s behaviours.  

“I appreciate that a penalty for overuse did finally make it into the Committee’s 

recommendations and note that the way it is structured in the Bill, with a six-month notice 

period, will serve almost exclusively as a deterrent, and will almost certainly never actually 

be applied,” she said. “As long as it leads to reductions in waste, I have no objection to that. 

Our aim is to create an environment of careful and efficient use, not to charge for charging’s 

sake.” 


