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West Cork in disarray with overgrowth 

Cork South-West is in a state of disarray in respect of overgrowth on roadsides, Independent 

Deputy Michael Collins told the Dáil.  Speaking during a debate on the Heritage Bill, he said 

two and half years ago he had put forward a motion to Cork County Council  while he was a 

councillor that it would carry out a survey on overgrown trees on the roadside in west Cork.  

“I am sad to say that survey never took place,” he said. “We were lucky not to have 

experienced more damage about a month ago when there was a severe storm because 

everything I said at that time came true. We have a lot to commend the ESB for because if it 

was not for the ESB cables and poles holding up trees in West Cork there would have been a 

severe loss of life. We were lucky to have a very good radio station that warned people to 

stay inside. There were trees flying down onto roadsides left, right and centre during the 

storm, which had gusts of 191 km/h.” 

People, and Deputies in particular, in urban Ireland do not have a clue what is going on in 

rural Ireland, he said. “They go on about birds and bees but do not understand that the 

farmers of West Cork and Ireland protect our birds and bees to the best of our ability. 

Common sense has to come into play. It has not been in play in respect of verge cutting for 

many years. My worry is that verge cutting will be extended to August on a trial basis.” 

“There should be no trial basis,” he said. “It is common sense to cut verges and I will prove it 

to the Minister. Fair play to Cork County Council, it has come up with a great verge cutting 

scheme in West Cork. It is a fabulous scheme, under which local communities can apply for 

funding to cut verges. In my proud community council area of Goleen every single 

community applied for a grant. Every community saw a need to do so as simply roads were 

closed.” 

Deputy Collins said he received a call from a holiday maker in Goleen in July who asked: "In 

the name of God, what is wrong? I cannot go up my road. It is closed from both sides." 

Common sense should have been applied, he said. There should have been no need to ring the 

local authority or fill in forms. Verges should be cut and clean and tidy. If they had been, 

there would have been no need for that gentleman to worry. “Unfortunately, because of the 

system in place, we could not go near them and it was disappointing for me to have to tell 

him,” he said. 

Lombard raises issues surrounding funding for Sherkin Island Arts programme 

Issues surrounding the funding of a very renowned visual arts course currently being given on 

Sherkin Island were raised in the Seanad by Fine Gael Senator Tim Lombard. 

Since 2007, he said over 70 graduates have passed through the programme, which is co-

funded by the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht and the local authority in 



Cork. “It is a wonderful initiative that has really reinvigorated the arts, particularly the visual 

arts, in Cork,” he said. “It has been very well received by everyone in West Cork, particularly 

those on Sherkin Island. Issues have arisen in the past few weeks over the funding of the 

programme. Funding of such programmes is very important to ensuring development on the 

islands and in the tourism industry, which comprises a huge proportion of west Cork's core 

industry.” 

A small amount of money is required to keep it going, he said. “I hope the Minister will 

engage with the local authority and the community on the island so we can resolve the 

problem. There are 37 students on the programme at present. They really comprise a great 

asset over the weekends when they are in the region. Working together, we can ensure 

communities such as that on Sherkin Island will survive. The Arts programme is very 

important in this regard. I hope the Minister of State, Deputy Joe McHugh, will at some stage 

come to the House to outline his vision for progress in this area and on the larger issue of 

how the islands can progress.” 

Tribute paid to role of Red Cross in south-west Cork 

An update on the Red Cross Amendment Bill, which would allow for a new legal framework 

for the Irish Red Cross Society was sought in the Dáil by Deputy Margaret Murphy 

O’Mahony? “I want to acknowledge the fantastic work done by the Irish Red Cross Society 

right across south-west Cork,” she said. 

In response, Taoiseach Leo Varadkar said he shared the Deputy's acknowledgement of the 

fabulous work done by the Irish Red Cross Society in Cork and across the country. “Heads of 

the Bill are being prepared but we do not have a date for it as of yet,” he said. 

 

 


