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Just two ambulances available to Kilkenny at night 

Kilkenny has just two emergency ambulances on duty each night for its population of 

100,000 people, or one ambulance to every 50,000 people, Fianna Fáil Deputy Bobby 

Aylward told the Dáil. 

He said the total number of emergency ambulances available to Kilkenny on day-shift duty 

from Monday to Friday is four for each day. However, this falls to just two on Saturdays and 

Sundays, a time when there would be more demands on the service. 

“One ambulance cannot cater for 50,000 people on a nightly basis over a long-term period 

and a daily basis on weekends,” he said. “It is simply not sustainable. We could potentially be 

sleepwalking into a scenario where on a bad night someone in an emergency situation in 

south Kilkenny cannot be reached in a reasonable timeframe because the other two 

ambulances are otherwise engaged in the north of the county. That person must then rely on 

what the HSE likes to call ‘dynamic deployment’ from Carlow, Waterford, New Ross and 

Clonmel, provided the ambulances in those areas are not otherwise engaged or under 

pressure.” 

Kilkenny is a focal point of Ireland's Ancient East and has large numbers of tourists flocking 

to the county for day trips, particularly at weekends, he said. “We are lucky to have several 

stunning attractions around the county as a result of our rich medieval heritage. The tourism 

industry is important in sustaining our bars, traditional pubs, restaurants and other small and 

medium-sized enterprises. It is a high-risk strategy, to say the least, that only two ambulances 

are available in Kilkenny during busy weekends. There is a glaring risk of serious damage to 

our good reputation if a regrettable incident or incidents were to occur.” 

In response, Minister of State Catherine Byrne said the ambulance reform programme is 

taking place against the backdrop of the HIQA review of ambulance services, published in 

late 2014, and the National Ambulance Service capacity review, published last year. The 

capacity review examined overall ambulance resource levels and distribution against demand 

and activity.  

“Implementation of the recommendations of the capacity review will require a multi-annual 

programme of phased investment in ambulance manpower, vehicles and technology,” she 

said. “Additional funding of €7.2 million was provided in 2016 for the National Ambulance 

Service, including €2 million in development funding. In 2017, an additional sum of €3.6 

million was made available which included €1 million to fund new developments. Additional 

finding will be made available for the continued development of the National Ambulance 

Service in 2018.” 



She said did not know who decided on the number of ambulances allocated to Kilkenny but 

she assumed it was the National Ambulance Service. “I will bring the concerns of the Deputy 

to the Minister's attention,” she added. 

Over ninety per cent of people will not pay water charges 

Up to 92% of households will not pay a water charge under the new Water Bill, while those 

who waste water will have until July 2019 to apply for exemptions for excessive water use, 

Fianna Fáil Senator Jennifer Murnane O’Connor told the Upper House.  

Speaking on the Bill, she said there is also a first-time fix policy available. In that time the 

Regulator will determine normal usage. “It was agreed by all parties that homes could use up 

to 1.7 times that level,” she said. “As this formula can only be changed with the agreement of 

the Dáil, accusations made by the hard left that water charges will return are completely false 

and populist.” 

The Senator said the new Bill complies with EU water directives, will prevent water wastage 

and allow for investment from the Exchequer in the country's water infrastructure. While 

Fianna Fáil secured a commitment in the ‘Confidence and Supply’ agreement that Irish Water 

would be kept in public ownership, it was also agreed at the all-party committee that a 

referendum would be held to ensure this would be enshrined in the Constitution.  

“The Bill also provides for a refund of water charges,” she said. “In addition, the Committee 

agreed that there would be equity for those participating in rural water schemes and that a 

working group would be established to pursue that aim.   There will also be also be extra 

usage allowance for large families of five or more and those with medical conditions. People 

will have time to moderate their usage as an information campaign, which is part of the 

agreement, will commence soon. It is crucial that there is a campaign because people need to 

know. It is a lack of information that causes confusion.” 

 The new framework will draw a line under the water charges fiasco which occurred under 

Fine Gael and the Labour Party and which cost the country €22 million in 2015, she said. The 

new system which this Bill puts in place will end this disastrous process. 

 

 


