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Extra funding sought for Grove Cottage, Togher 

The need for extra funding for Grove Cottage, the Togher family support service was raised 

in the Upper House by Fine Gael Senator Jerry Buttimer.  

Some 77 children and families availed of the service last year, he said. “This group of people 

fall between private and public funding and cannot afford a service at the prices being asked 

but are accommodated by the Togher Family Support Service,” he said. “The centre is hugely 

important in the area of family law and child care and caters for estranged parents in a variety 

of different relationships.” 

He said the centre ensures there is an environment where relationships can be rebuilt, advice 

and support are offered and professional supervision is provided for our most vulnerable at a 

critical time in their lives, whether they are recovering from addiction or coming out of 

domestic abuse or sexual violence. 

In response, the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs Katherine Zappone said the centre 

receives funding from her Department under the Early Childhood Care and Education, 

ECCE, scheme and the Community Childcare Subvention, CCS, scheme. “Funding to Togher 

family centre under both schemes to date in 2017 comes to a total of just over €295,000,” she 

said. “In 2017, funding of more than €30,000 was also provided by my Department, through 

the Cork Education and Training Board, for the Togher youth resilience project, which is 

based in Togher Family Centre.” 

“My Department has also received an application from the centre for Community 

Employment Sustainability funding in the early years sector. Financial reserves were 

identified in that process, and my officials requested clarification on the use of these reserves 

and their relevance to child care funding. Following a response from the Centre, the position 

is under review, and my officials will revert to the centre in due course.” 

Ó Laoghaire introduces radical legislation to deal with large numbers  

New legislation that could revolutionise the way Irish courts handle cases and could give 

countless numbers of people greater access to justice than heretofore was introduced in the 

Dáil by Cork South Central Sinn Féin Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoighaire. 

He said the Multi-Party Actions Bill 2017 was a potential game changer in terms of how the 

courts deal with large numbers of people affected by a particular injustice or inequity whose 

cases share a common issue of fact or law. “The Bill has a very wide potential application,” 

he said. “For example, it would have been of utility in the instance of the DePuy hip 

replacement cases. It could apply to a wide range of cases involving institutional abuse, 

especially the current tracker mortgage scandal, making it much easier and more realistic for 

the victims of this rip-off to sue the banks.” 



Multi-party litigation relates to groups of cases that share characteristics sufficient to allow 

them to be dealt with collectively, said Deputy Ó Laoghaire. “This is about access to justice, 

but it is also about efficiency and case management. At the moment, there is no 

comprehensive procedure in the Irish legal system which can deal with such claims. The 

representative case model is deficient for this purpose and of no use to many of the people 

our Bill would benefit because it only provides injunctive or declaratory relief. That one 

cannot seek damages is a major deficiency.” 

Cork City to spend €155m on social housing 

Some €155 million will be expended by Cork City Council, with Government, on the 

provision of 634 units, which underlies the importance of housing for this Government and 

for the Fine Gael Party, the Leader of the Seanad, Senator Jerry Buttimer told the Upper 

House. That money is for the construction of social housing in Cork city, he said. 

Speaking during a debate eon rented accommodation, he said the number of social units 

being constructed in Cork is actually greater than the number being built by the private 

sector.  “That is a source of worry and I hope we can see it addressed,” he said. “The other 

issue of concern to me is that last July, in a series of extraordinary meetings, Cork City 

Council passed eight Part 8 development applications,” he said.  “They are with the 

Department and are at varying stages of finalisation. I hope that as a consequence of this 

debate and the good work of people such as Valerie O'Sullivan and Brian Geaney on Cork 

City Council that the budgetary approval which has been given can be expedited. These eight 

Part 8 developments will create more social housing units and will enable people to come off 

the lists for Cork City Council. It is important these projects are expedited because people are 

waiting for these houses.” 

There is also a need he said to urgently examine the area of affordable housing schemes. “We 

all want to see that addressed in the short term because we all know of people who do not 

qualify for social housing who cannot afford to buy and are paying exorbitant rents,” he said. 

“These are the people who fall between the cracks, and this problem must be addressed. I 

recognise that Rebuilding Ireland provides a roadmap, and the Government has increased the 

available funds to €6 billion.” 

No respite care available to many Cork families 

A number of families in the Cork area face major challenges every day in trying to deal with 

family members with an intellectual disability, Senator Colm Burke told the Upper House.  

“Respite care is not available to them,” he said. “The report I received from the Health 

Committee indicated that, by 2021, we will need to open an extra 2,244 new residential 

support services for respite care alone. This would be a major challenge and it is one we will 

have to meet by 2021.” 

Senator Burke said he had not seen any proposals from the HSE on how it intends to deal 

with that kind of demand. “I raised previously in this House the fact that there are a huge 



number of parents looking after family members,” he said. “Those parents are now ageing 

and are not able to provide support at the same level they were able to provide it over the past 

15, 20 or, in some cases, 30 to 40 years. We face a major challenge.  It is appropriate that we 

would have the Minister in to debate what is involved in the planning, where it is starting, 

who is in charge, what are the targets and when they are going to be achieved. We need to 

have this debate and to get this dealt with because it is not going to improve. I am not 

convinced that these targets are going to be reached unless we develop a comprehensive plan 

for the next three to four years.” 

 

  


