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Mullingar woman left in pain awaiting simple procedure in Mater Hospital 

The case of a woman who has been in a bed in Mullingar Hospital for the last three weeks 

waiting for an appointment in the Mater hospital for a very simple procedure, was raised in 

the Seanad by Senator Aidan Davitt. 

“I believe she will be out within the day when she gets it,” he said. “So excruciating is her 

pain that she will not be let out of Mullingar hospital. She is in a bed in a very busy hospital 

and she could certainly be in a better place. She is waiting on a bed in the Mater Hospital to 

get a simple procedure for a kidney stone. It is hard to believe that this is happening in 

modern Ireland. It is not ideal for anybody. Better use could certainly be made of the bed in 

Mullingar hospital and this woman should not be in pain.” 

Senator Davitt said she is in need of full-time care and she does not understand why she is 

being neglected and left to suffer in pain. “I would appreciate if the Leader could raise this 

matter with the Minister for Health,” he said. 

Call for a new tourism brand for the Midlands 

There is a huge need for a new tourism brand in the Midlands, Fine Gael Deputy Peter Burke 

told the Dáil. New initiatives such as Ireland's Ancient East, which encompasses the 

Midlands area, and the Wild Atlantic Way have been very successful and there is a huge need 

for a new brand in the midlands to feed into and work with those existing brands, he said. 

“There was an 8.8% increase in overseas tourists and visitor numbers last year, to 8.742 

million, which is a huge success,” he said. “A total of 1 million tourists come to Ireland from 

North America. We have huge untapped jewels in the Midlands and we need a strategy to 

bring them together and encourage tourism into the Midlands because this is one of the key 

economic streams that make our rural communities sustainable.” 

Deputy Burke said he noted that 66% of all visitors will see a heritage site and in County 

Westmeath, to name but a few, there is Belvedere House just outside Mullingar, which is 

hugely successful, and in the centre of Ireland the Hill of Uisneach, which is a mythological 

and sacred centre of Ireland.  

“The President recently attended for the lighting of the fires, which attracts a huge number of 

visitors to the site,” he said. “We also have unique and undeveloped water courses, 50,000 

acres of lakes and six major lakes within a half hour of Mullingar. We need to pull together 

all these natural resources and untapped jewels to ensure we have a package that encourages 

people to come to the midlands and showcases what it has to offer.” 

Penrose regrets supporting abolition of town councils 



The former Minister, Phil Hogan's reform of local government in abolishing town councils 

has not worked out, Deputy Willie Penrose told the Dáil. “It is one of my and the Labour 

Party's great regrets,” he said. “We should have been more resilient, obstructive and obstinate 

in making sure that the reforms did not see the light of day.” 

 It has led to wholesale destruction, he said. What passed for local government reform was 

not reform at all, it was abolition. Improvements had to be made because there were some 

town councils or town commissions that could be elected with 100 or 120 votes.  

“We all know there were small town councils and they had to be reformed because they were 

unsustainable in the long term but this was not the case for towns such as Mullingar with 

20,000 or 25,000 people, or for Athlone, Longford or larger towns of that nature,” he said. “I 

am big and bold enough to admit that it was a disaster. If we cannot admit that in here then 

we are deceiving people.” 

When then Minister, Phil Hogan, brought through his reforms Deputy Penrose said he 

believed he had a vision of how municipal districts would work but the reality has not 

delivered. “Many towns have been left with little or no representation and decisions that 

impact them are being made by councillors from the hinterland and surrounding 

countryside,” he said. “I live ten or 12 miles outside Mullingar and I was never under the 

Mullingar municipal district, nor should I be. This is not a good way to plan, develop and run 

a town. The problems of a major town are very different from those of a rural village or a 

parish. There are multiple examples across Ireland where towns are split across districts or 

where multiple small towns are in one district. Many of our borough councils had a centuries-

long history and tradition of municipal government. Since the abolition of the councils these 

towns have suffered as a result of key planning and resource decisions being made 

elsewhere.” 

The Labour Party Election Manifesto in 2016 committed to restoring town councils, he said. 

“Our party leader, Deputy Brendan Howlin, has admitted upfront that it was a mistake to 

abolish them and he has seen at first hand the impact it has had on his own town in Wexford. 

I have seen the same in my own constituency. Athlone, Mullingar and Longford towns all 

need their own local democratic structures. Our recent party conference in Wexford passed a 

motion to re-establish borough and town councils. We are committed to doing so and have 

commenced drafting comprehensive legislation.” 

 


