
Please Note:  The Houses of the Oireachtas are taking a week’s break next week.  The 

next report will be sent to you on Friday, 16 June. 

Waterford News & Star 

Tim Ryan, Oireachtas Correspondent 

Update sought on mobile cath lab for WUH 

An update on the status of the mobile cath lab at University Hospital, Waterford was sought 

by Carlow-Kilkenny Fianna Fáil Deputy Bobby Aylward. He said he had received 

confirmation from the Minister, Simon Harris that the new mobile unit will focus on the 

outstanding waiting list for diagnostic angiograms.  

“That concerns me as more people will be diagnosed more quickly but the current facility 

will have limited extra capacity to carry out follow-up procedures resulting from these 

additional angiograms,” he said. “I understand an additional €500,000 has been allocated in 

line with a recommendation of the Herity report to provide an additional eight hours cath lab 

activity per week. That is not enough.” 

It is projected that 30% of patients would require additional procedures, he said, while it is 

anticipated that a total of 1,500 diagnostic procedures could be carried out in the mobile lab 

annually. “This would result in an additional 450 extra people being added to the waiting lists 

for cardiac procedures at the existing cath lab at Waterford hospital each year.” 

All this, he said, deflects from the overarching need for a second permanent cath lab, working 

24 hours a day, seven days a week, and that is the main issue. “There is virtually no change to 

the current situation in the south east where we have no provision for cardiology cover at 5 

p.m. every weekday and no availability at all at the weekend. We need 24-7 cardiac services 

in the south-east.” 

Butler concerned at threatened closure of community facility at Camphill 

The threatened closure of the Camphill community facility in Ballytobin, near Callan, Co 

Kilkenny was raised in the Dáil by Fianna Fáil Deputy Mary Butler.  The facility provides 

community-based services for residents with challenging behaviours from counties Kilkenny, 

Waterford and Tipperary who are in the medium to profound category of disability. 

Fantastic relationships have been built between residents, staff and family members, she said. 

“The Minister for Health and the HSE need to find a new service provider as a matter of 

extreme urgency in order that the issues raised by HIQA can be rectified,” she said. “We 

cannot fail the many residents of the Camphill community in Ballytobin, including one of my 

constituents, Caroline, who has called it home for the last 17 years. In the light of the unique 

setting of this unique community, we would certainly like to protect this model to help the 

most vulnerable people in the country.” 

Deputy Butler said there are 19 adults at risk of losing what has essentially been their home 

for up to 43 years in some cases.  “This community setting works,” she said. “As parents 



have testified, residents will not enjoy the fullness of life they currently enjoy if this unique 

community is not allowed to continue.” 

In response, Minister of State David Stanton said he would bring the serious and important 

matter raised by the Deputy to the attention of the relevant Minister of State for Health. 

Fair Deal Scheme causing stress for farm families 

The uncertainty created for farm families by the potentially uncapped liability in the financial 

assessment of farm business assets for the Fair Deal or Nursing Homes Support Scheme, 

when the farm has not been transferred, or when the asset has been transferred but for less 

than five years, is causing significant stress for older farmers and their families at an already 

difficult time, Deputy Mary Butler told the Dáil. 

“When families discover that a family member needs full-time care that involves moving the 

person into a nursing home, time factors are very important,” she said. “The valuations 

required, be it of the principal private residence or the family farm, slow up the whole 

process. The Fair Deal Scheme currently takes six weeks for a decision once all the relevant 

paperwork is in place. Fianna Fáil is committed to the development of a national strategy for 

the long-term care of our older people. This will include an analysis of current and future 

arrangements for the funding and financing of this care.” 

Deputy Butler said the Irish Farmers' Association claims the Fair Deal Scheme, with the 

potentially high liability on farm assets, is creating uncertainty and anxiety for many farm 

families and that the viability of the family farm will be undermined or lost while meeting the 

cost of long-term care.  

“Many farm families are opting not to avail of the scheme, putting themselves under severe 

financial stress to find money to cover the cost of care in the short term,” she said. “Family 

farms are passed down from generation to generation and no one wants to be of the 

generation responsible for making the farm non-viable for the next generation. The pressure 

is immense and must be recognised.” 

 

 


