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Michael Collins
Mícheál Ó Coileáin
1890–1922   |   

Extracts from Michael Collins’s speeches  
during the Treaty Debates

14 December 1921
If I am a traitor, let the Irish people decide it or not, and if there are men who act towards 
me as a traitor, I am prepared to meet them anywhere, any time, now as in the past.  
For that reason, I do not want the issue prejudged. I am in favour of a public session  
here now. I understand that members of the Dáil may differ as to the advantage to be 
gained on one side or the other by a private session. If there is anything, any matter of 
detail, if, for instance, the differences between plenipotentiaries, and the differences  
as they arose from time to time, should be discussed first in private, I am of opinion  
that having discussed it in private, I think we ought then to be able to make it public.  
I am willing to go so far as that; that is only detail. But on the essentials, I am for publicity 
now and all along. May I just put one point right? It is important that it should be stated 
because it rather puts us at a disadvantage. I agree with what the President said that 
the honour of Ireland was not involved in accepting this document. Ireland is fully free 
to accept or reject. Many a parliament of a country has refused to accept decisions of 
plenipotentiaries even if these decisions might be considered legally and morally more 
binding than the present decisions. I can only make plain again that the document is 
agreed to by the signatories and recommended to the Dáil for acceptance. If the Dáil  
do not accept it, I as one of the signatories will be relieved of all responsibility for myself, 
but I am bound to recommend it over my signature and of course we are bound to take 
action whatever action was implied by our signing the document. The Dáil is perfectly 
free to accept or reject, we are only bound to recommend it to the Dáil for acceptance. 
The Articles of Agreement are put forward on our recommendation. That ought to be 
quite clear here, and ought to be equally clear to the public of this country, and the  
other country, the representatives of which have their signatures on the document also.
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Extracts from Michael Collins’s speeches during the Treaty Debates 
(continued)

19 December 1921
I also want to explain to you as one of the signatories what I consider rejection of it means. 
It has been said that the alternative document does not mean war. Perhaps it does, 
perhaps it does not. That is not the first part of the argument. I say that rejection of the 
Treaty is a declaration of war until you have beaten the British Empire, apart from any 
alternative document. Rejection of the Treaty means your national policy is war. If you 
do this, if you go on that as a national policy, I for one am satisfied. But I want you to go 
on it as a national policy and understand what it means. I, as an individual, do not now, 
no more than ever, shirk war. The Treaty was signed by me, not because they held up the 
alternative of immediate war. I signed it because I would not be one of those to commit 
the Irish people to war without the Irish people committing themselves to war.
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7 January 1922
Now, in all countries in times of change—when countries are passing from peace to  
war or war to peace—they have had their most trying times on an occasion like this. 
Whether we are right or whether we are wrong in the view of future generations there  
is this: that we now are entitled to a chance; all the responsibility will fall upon us of  
taking over the machinery of government from the enemy. In times of change like that, 
when countries change from peace to war or war to peace, there are always elements 
that make for disorder and that make for chaos. That is as true of Ireland as of any  
other country; for in that respect all countries are the same. Now, what I suggest is  
that—I suppose we could regard it like this—that we are a kind of a majority party and  
that the others are a minority party; that is all I regard it as at present; and upon us,  
I suppose, will be the responsibility of proving our mark, to borrow a term from our 
President. Well, if we could form some kind of joint Committee to carry on— for carrying 
through the arrangements one way or another—I think that is what we ought to do.  
Now, I only want to say this to the people who are against us—and there are good people 
against us —so far as I am concerned this is not a question of politics, nor never has been. 
I make the promise publicly to the Irish nation that I will do my best, and though some 
people here have said hard things of me—I would not stand things like that said about  
the other side—I have just as high a regard for some of them, and am prepared to do as 
much for them, now as always.
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Michael Collins 
Junior Cycle
Find the answers to these questions in the extracts from Michael Collins’s speeches.

1. Does Michael Collins want the debate on the Treaty to be in public or private?

2. What does Collins say Ireland is free to do with the Treaty?

3. If the Treaty is rejected what becomes national policy according to Collins?

4. When countries are changing what is there always a risk of according to Collins in his 
speech of 7 January 1922?

5. What evidence is there that Collins wanted to work with people who did not have the 
same view of the Treaty as he did?
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Michael Collins 
Transition Year
Prepare a short report on Michael Collins.

Include the following information:

 Dáil membership, constituencies represented, Ministries (if appropriate).

 Background information.

 Any other contributions made in the Dáil.  
This can be linked to the Treaty debates or on another issue.

 SOURCES
Oireachtas member profile  
www.oireachtas.ie/en/members/member/Michael-Collins.D.1919-01-21

 To find Michael Collins’s contributions in the Dáil,  
visit his member profile page and click  
See all contributions from this Member.

Dáil100 website  
www.dail100.ie/en/people/

Dictionary of Irish Biography  
www.dib.ie/biography/collins-michael-a1860

https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/members/member/Michael-Collins.D.1919-01-21
https://www.dail100.ie/en/people/
https://www.dib.ie/biography/collins-michael-a1860
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Michael Collins 
Senior Cycle
Question 1

State whether Collins was in favour of or against the Treaty and summarise his 
arguments using evidence from each of the three extracts provided.

Question 2

Analyse the contribution of Michael Collins to political life in Ireland with particular 
emphasis on his membership of Dáil Éireann from 1919 to 1922.

 SOURCES
Oireachtas member profile  
www.oireachtas.ie/en/members/member/Michael-Collins.D.1919-01-21

 To find Michael Collins’s contributions in the Dáil,  
visit his member profile page and click  
See all contributions from this Member.

Dáil100 website  
www.dail100.ie/en/people/

Dictionary of Irish Biography  
www.dib.ie/biography/collins-michael-a1860

https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/members/member/Michael-Collins.D.1919-01-21
https://www.dail100.ie/en/people/
https://www.dib.ie/biography/collins-michael-a1860

