
LESSON PLAN 

Young people and the law
Learning outcome 3.6 
Identify laws that directly relate to their lives 

Students will learn

 About laws which affect their lives

 About the workings of an Oireachtas committee meeting

 About Bills which may become laws in the future

Materials

 Slide show

 Factsheets 1 to 4 – two copies of each

Assessment for learning/Key skills

 Simulation of an Oireachtas committee meeting

 Working with others

 Being creative
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https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/communications/education/2020/2020-09-01_young-people-and-the-law-slide-show_en.pptx


1 Introduction
SLIDE 3

Introduce the topic of laws. Ask students to suggest laws which affect them.  
Take note of suggestions.

SLIDE 4

Categorise these laws according to the four themes as follows:

Work Education Transport Healthcare

2 Watch an Oireachtas committee meeting
SLIDE 5

Recap the lesson Understanding the role of Oireachtas committees.  
Play an excerpt of the committee meeting video in slide 5.

Note: 	Note:	the	first	39	mins	of	the	video	are	private	session	so	scroll	on	to	later	 
in the video to see the members and witnesses discussing the topic.  
You can read a transcript of the debate at: www.oireachtas.ie/en/debates/
debate/joint_committee_on_children_and_youth_affairs/2019-06-11

The meeting explores the impact of homelessness on children. Explain how the 
meeting operates and what the various parties do – chairperson, witnesses from 
external organisations, and TDs and Senators who ask questions.

Explain that the class will now simulate an Oireachtas committee where they will 
discuss the laws that affect young people.

3 Assign roles
SLIDE 6

Divide	the	class	into	five	groups:	
Group 1:  Expert group on work
Group 2:  Expert group on transport
Group	3:		 Expert	group	on	healthcare
Group 4:  Expert group on education
Group 5:  Oireachtas committee (a chairperson, two TDs and two Senators)

Give groups 1 to 4 the relevant factsheets (see pages 4-7). Ask them to examine the 
laws and decide if there is a law they wish to see changed or a new law introduced.  
They must prepare their argument and elect a spokesperson who will speak  
on their behalf at the Oireachtas committee meeting.

Ask group 5 to elect a chairperson, two TDs and two Senators who will listen  
to the submissions, question each proposal and decide if the proposal should 
become a Bill and possibly a law. Give group 5 all four factsheets to read in 
preparation for the meeting.
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4 Prepare for the committee meeting simulation
SLIDE 7

Allow each group 15 minutes to prepare for the meeting. The groups can make 
speaking notes on their factsheets.

Note:  You may need to clarify the roles of the various committee members  
and expert group witnesses, and what the students will have to do in  
the meeting simulation.

5 Simulate the committee meeting
SLIDE 8

Ask the chairperson of the Oireachtas committee (group 5) to call the class to order 
and begin the meeting. During the meeting:

1 The chairperson welcomes the spokespersons, introduces them and calls 
each one in turn to make their statements.

2 Each spokesperson makes their statement outlining their group’s proposal.

3 The committee members question the spokespersons about their proposals.

4 The committee members discuss the proposals and decide which ones they 
believe should become Bills and, maybe, laws.

5 The chairperson announces the Committee’s decision.

If the proposed new Bill is sponsored by a Minister it will be known as a 
Government Bill; if it is sponsored by an ordinary TD or Senator it will be  
known as a Private Members’ Bill and it will have to be discussed during  
“Private Members’ business”.

6 Look at current Bills in progress
SLIDE 9

Look at some of the Bills which are currently before the Houses. Pick out and 
discuss any Bills that might be interesting to the students.

You	can	find	current	Bills	in	the	Bills & Acts section of the Oireachtas website  
or	search	for	your	local	TDs’	Member	profile	pages	in	the	TDs & Senators section  
to see which Bills they have sponsored recently.

 Extension activities
 Write a report on the committee meeting simulation for the school 

newsletter.

 Write to your local politician outlining your discussions and any proposals 
that you would like to see become a new law.
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Factsheet 1

Work
	 The	Protection	of	Young	Persons	(Employment)	Act	1996	aims	to	protect	

young workers. It sets rules so that young people’s work does not put their 
education at risk.

	 Those	under	16	years	of	age	cannot be employed in a regular, full-time job.

 14- and 15-year-olds can take on light work during school holidays.

 15-year-olds can do 8 hours of light work per week during school time,  
35	hours	outside	term	time,	or	40	hours	if	on	approved	work	experience.

	 16-	and	17-year-olds	may	work	a	40-hour	week	with	a	maximum	8	hours	
per	day	from	6am	–	10pm.	This	may	be	up	to	11pm	if	working	on	a	licensed	
premises but not on the evening before a school day for those still in  
full-time education.

 Those under 16 years	of	age	are	required	to	present	a	birth	certificate	and	
the written consent of their parent or guardian to their employer.

 The national minimum wage is €9.80 as	of	1	January	2019.	Those	under	18	
years of age are guaranteed only 70% of this. Many employers do pay the 
minimum wage but they are not obliged to.

Notes
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Factsheet 2

Education
 TUSLA – The Child and Family Agency – is responsible for ensuring that  

every	child	receives	an	education.	The	Education	(Welfare)	Act	2000	 
set the minimum school leaving age at 16 or on completion of three  
years of second-level education, whichever comes later.

 Article 42 of Bunreacht na hÉireann (Constitution of Ireland) states that 
the primary educator is the family, therefore parents are free to provide 
education	for	their	children	as	they	see	fit.

	 TUSLA	maintains	a	register	of	all	16-	and	17-year-olds	who	have	left	 
school and makes arrangements for their education and training.

 Parents are obliged by law to ensure that their child receives a  
minimum education from the age of 6 to 16 years of age.

 If a child is found to not be receiving an education, parents may be 
prosecuted and	may	be	fined	or	imprisoned.

Notes
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Factsheet 3

Transport
	 The	Road	Traffic	Act	1991	states	that	it	is	the	driver’s responsibility  

to ensure that passengers under 17 years of age are wearing seatbelts.

	 At	age	16	a	young	person	can	drive	a	tractor	and	at	age 17 they are  
permitted to drive a car.

 You must have a driver theory test certificate	before	receiving	 
a learner permit. 

 You must complete 12 one-hour lessons with an approved driving instructor.

	 You	must	have	your	learner	permit	for	6	months	before	you	can	take	a	
driving test.

 Full-time school and college students can apply for a child or student  
Leap card.

	 Those	under	18	years	of	age	can	all	avail	of	child or student fares with  
child or student Leap cards.

Notes
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Factsheet 4

Health
 Children in Ireland are dependents of their parents and have the  

same entitlements to healthcare as their parents. So, if an adult has  
a medical card, their children are included.

	 If	a	person	is	aged	18-26	years	of	age	and	they	are	a	student	or	financially	
dependent on their parents, they are entitled to be included to healthcare 
cover under their parents’ medical card.

	 16-year-olds	can	give consent for medical procedures, but parental  
consent	is	needed	for	those	under	16	years	of	age.

	 The	Health	Act	1970	states	that	the	State	is	obliged	to	provide	 
free medical treatment	for	children	aged	under	6.

	 From	the	age	of	16	young	people	tend	to	be	treated	in	general	hospitals	
rather than specialised children’s hospitals.

	 Health	Regulations	2009	state	that	preventative dental health services  
are	to	be	provided	free	to	children	under	16	years	of	age.

Notes


