
 

 

Directive – 2022/2380 

 

Information Note from the Department 
 

1. Directive Title    

Directive (EU) 2022/2380 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 November 

2022 amending Directive 2014/53/EU on the harmonisation of the laws of the Member 

States relating to the making available on the market of radio equipment. 

 

2. Transposition Deadline  

28/12/2023 

 

3. Anticipated Transposition date  

01/12/2023 

 

4. COM number of original Commission proposal 

COM/2021/547 

 

5. Department with primary responsibility 

Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications 

 

6. Other Departments involved. 

Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment 

 

7. Background to, short summary and aim of the directive.  

Directive 2022/2380 (‘the Common Charger Directive’), amending Directive 

2014/53/EU (‘the Radio Equipment Directive’,) establishes a common USB-C charging 

port requirement for mobile phones and other relevant classes of radio equipment. These 

devices include handheld mobile phones, tablets, digital cameras, headphones, headsets, 

handheld videogame consoles, portable speakers, e-readers, keyboards, mice, portable 

navigation systems earbuds and laptops. The rules will apply to all above mentioned 

devices from 28 December 2024 with the exception of laptops to which the rules will 

apply from 28 April 2026. 

The main objective of the new amending Directive is to improve consumers' convenience 

and to reduce the environmental footprint associated with the production and disposal of 

chargers, while still enabling further innovation in the field. Since 2009, the Commission 

has been seeking to limit the fragmentation of the market for charging interfaces for 

mobile phones and similar devices. Years of working with industry on a voluntary 

approach proved successful in reducing the number of mobile phone chargers on the 

market from 30 to 3 over the last decade. However, such initiatives only led to voluntary 

schemes that are not legally binding. 

In summary, the Directive will: 

• harmonise the charging interface for mobile phones and similar categories or classes 

of radio equipment that are recharged via wired charging, so that they can be 

recharged by using a common charging receptacle; 

• guarantee that such devices, where they support fast charging, incorporate at least the 

same charging communication protocol; 



 

 

• allow for future harmonisation in this area in response to technological developments, 

including harmonisation of any type of charging interface other than wired charging; 

• introduce requirements so that end-users are not obliged to purchase a new charging 

device whenever they purchase a new mobile phone or similar item of radio 

equipment; and 

• introduce requirements so that, when purchasing a mobile phone or similar item of 

radio equipment, end-users receive the necessary information on its charging 

performance characteristics and the charging device that can be used with it. 

8. Legal basis of the Directive 

The proposal is based on the same legal basis as the legislative act that is being amended, 

i.e. Article 114 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union. 

 

9. Category of Directive  

This is a largely technical Directive but will implement a common solution for charging   

mobile phones and other similar categories of radio equipment. Directive 2022/2380 is an 

amendment to Directive 2014/53. Directive 2022/2380 is of some significance as it 

intends to reduce the environmental footprint associated with the production and disposal 

of chargers. 

 

10. Implications for Ireland (including details of regulatory impact assessments carried 

out in Ireland, if required) 

Ireland must transpose this directive by the 28th of December 2023. Market Surveillance 

of Radio Equipment categorised in the Directive must be assigned to the appropriate 

Market Surveillance Authority.  

The transposition of this directive involves minor amendments to an existing Statutory 

Instrument (SI 248/2018). A regulatory impact assessment is not required as the 

amendments required are largely technical in nature and the amending SI is not deemed to 

be significant in its scope and impact. 

 

11. Impact on the public 

An impact assessment study was launched by the Commission in 2018 in respect of the 

initial proposal for the Directive. The study concluded that, in addition to implementing a 

common solution for charging mobile phones and other similar categories of radio 

equipment, imposing a common charging interface and a common charging 

communication protocol on the side of the radio equipment (smartphones, but possibly 

also tablets, cameras, readers, etc.), while also encouraging or imposing unbundling (i.e. 

the supply to the end-user of the radio equipment without the charging device), would 

benefit consumers by improving convenience and reducing electronic waste (e-waste). 

 

12. Estimated cost to the Exchequer 

It is estimated that there will be no cost to the Exchequer. The Commission for 

Communications Regulation (ComReg) will be the Market Surveillance Authority (MSA) 

for the regulation of this legislation. ComReg are funded by way of industry levy as 

established under the 2002 Act. 

 

13. Consequences and possible costs, arising from non-transposition. 

The aim of the Directive cannot be achieved by member states acting alone as this would 

likely lead to different requirements in each Member State. This would create barriers in 



 

 

the single market, additional administrative burden on manufacturers, and a loss of 

competitiveness of the European industry also outside the EU. The Directive does not 

directly outline a fine that would be imposed for non-transposition but failure to transpose 

would likely result in Ireland being referred to the European Court of Justice with 

possible risk of lump sum penalties and/or daily fines being imposed. 

  

14. Have consultations taken place with stakeholders or are there any plans to do so? 

Yes. The following EU wide consultation activities were conducted between May 2019 

and April 2021 in order to assess potential areas for revision and the impacts of the 

suggested policy options put forward on foot of studies conducted in various areas:  

• an inception impact assessment (2018-2019) targeted citizens, consumer associations, 

non-governmental organisations (NGOs), manufacturers’ associations, and individual 

manufacturers;  

• a public consultation (2019) targeted member states, citizens, consumer associations, 

NGOs, manufacturers’ associations, and individual manufacturers;  

• two consumer surveys (2019 and 2021) targeted citizens;  

• a stakeholder survey (2020-2021) targeted Member States, citizens, consumer 

associations, and manufacturers;  

• targeted interviews (2021) targeted consumer associations, environmental 

associations, market surveillance authorities, NGOs, manufacturers’ associations, and 

manufacturers;  

• expert group meetings targeted consumer associations, Member States, market 

surveillance authorities, NGOs, manufacturers’ associations, and manufacturers.  

Member states have no discretion on how to apply the Directive. It is therefore not 

intended to carry out a public consultation on the amending SI. 

 

15. Are there areas of the Directive where Member States have discretion on 

implementation? 
Member States do not have any discretion on the implementation of the Directive. The 

directive is a largely technical directive with the objective of harmonising the charging 

interface and charging communication protocols of the relative classes of radio 

equipment. Any fragmentation of approach among Member States would hamper cross-

border trade of the radio equipment concerned. This would in turn place an increased 

burden on economic operators and offset the benefits derived from the harmonisation of 

the charging interfaces and charging communications protocols. 

 

16. Does Ireland intend to seek any derogations from the provisions of the Directive? 

No, there is no intention to seek any derogations from the provisions of the Directive.  

 

17. Offences or penalties (if any) to be created by the transposition of the Directive. 

The directive sets out required technical specifications and essential requirements for 

specified classes of radio equipment. Once transposed, it will be an offence for the radio 

equipment in the specified classes to be placed on the market if they are not manufactured 

to the necessary specifications or do not meet the essential requirements set out in the 

directive/ transposed national regulations. As the Commission for Communications 



 

 

Regulation (ComReg) is the current Market Surveillance Authority for the Radio 

Equipment Directive (RED; SI 248/2017) which are being amended by this Directive, 

ComReg will be the designated Market Surveillance Authority for the market surveillance 

requirements of these regulations. 

 

18. Competent authorities or market surveillance authorities (if any) to be designated 

by the transposition of the Directive. 

The Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg) will be the designated MSA 

for the regulation of this legislation.  

 

19. Consequences for national legislation? 

A Statutory Instrument will be required to update existing legislation (SI 248/2017) and to 

transpose Directive 2022/2380/EU. 

20. Are there any parts of the Directive which are planned to be transposed by primary 

legislation, and if so, which parts? 

No, the directive will be transposed by way of a Statutory Instrument amending SI 

248/2017. 

 

21. When is it anticipated that the draft statutory instrument(s) transposing this 

Directive will be available? 

It is anticipated that the draft statutory instrument will be available in November 2023. 

 

22. Contact name, telephone number and e-mail address of official in Department with 

primary responsibility: 

 

 

Telecommunications Policy and Regulation Division, Department of the Environment, 

Climate and Communications. 

An Roinn Comhshaoil, Aeráide agus Cumarsáide  

29-31 Bóthar Adelaide, Baile Átha Cliath, D02 X285 

29-31 Adelaide Road, Dublin 2, D02 X285 

 

   

 

  Date 12.09.2023 
 


