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The Children’s Rights Alliance welcomes opportunity to make a written submission to the Covid 19 
Committee on the impact of Covid 19 on childcare.  

The Children’s Rights Alliance unites over 100 members working together to make Ireland one of the 
best places in the world to be a child. We change the lives of all children in Ireland by making sure 
that their rights are respected and protected in our laws, policies and services. We identify problems 
for children. We develop solutions. We educate and provide information on children's rights. 

We would like to commend the Government and medical professionals for the swift action taken to 
flatten the curve of the Global pandemic. This is the greatest challenge our country has faced in 
recent times and we commend the work that has been done to protect the health and safety of the 
people of Ireland. As we move from emergency crisis planning towards living with Coivd 19 for the 
foreseeable future, we need to consider the range of children’s rights that being impacted upon 
including for children in Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) settings. 

Early childhood is a time of rapid growth and development when children form important emotional 
attachments and relationships with family, peers, caregivers and early childhood professionals.1 
Young children have been out of ECCE settings for 12 weeks so far and are facing another two weeks 
minimum before the phased return of centres under the plans for reopening. The prospect of 
children being out of ECCE from anywhere between six to eight months is likely to lead to a loss of 
learning, developmental delays, deterioration of behaviour and emotional regulation. These issues 
will be difficult to remedy. There are also concerns that there will be a shortage of places in ECCE 
settings for children with the social distancing guidelines in place and efforts need to be made to 
ensure that children, particularly those from disadvantaged backgrounds do not loose out.  

Child Protection 

The closure of ECCE settings has had a knock-on effect on the protection children from abuse and 
neglect. Tusla has reported up to a 31 per cent drop in child protection referrals including from early 
years educators. Early years educators play an important role in the child protection system. They 
are mandated persons under Children First legislation and are often the professional to identify 
deterioration in a child. The longer early years’ services remain closed, there is a strong likelihood 
that vulnerable children will be missed. When they eventually do open, it could lead to a demand 
surge that could overwhelm child protection services.  

Food Poverty 

The closure of ECCE settings has also had an effect on food poverty for vulnerable children. Children 
are generally fed in an early years setting. During the shutdown our members have reported to us a 
large increase in the number of families experiencing food poverty. While the Government extended 
school meals into the lockdown it did not do so for early years. 

 

 

 
1   UNCRC, General Comment No.7: Implementing child rights in early childhood’ (2006) UN Doc CRC/C/G/GC/7/Rev.1 para 6.  
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Future Development of the Sector 
 
The Coivid 19 crisis also presents an opportunities for the continued reform of the ECCE sector. 
While the Government has built the foundations for reform by launching a new National Early 
Years’ Strategy, we are now well-placed to reform the system as a whole. A unique opportunity 
now exists to address the multiple challenges in the ECEC system relating to affordability, low-
pay, high staff turnover and sustainability. A substantial increase in government subsidy, 
subvention and investment is required to end the multiple challenges facing the sector. 
 
We envisage the current Wage Subsidy Scheme of financial support, together with the existing 
ECCE scheme (Free Preschool Years), becoming the new starting point in establishing a 
sustainable system of state funding of ECEC in Ireland. This can transform the Irish ECEC system 
into a publicly funded system for children and families as part of the new social contract, 
delivered by the existing bedrock of professional service providers. This new higher level of state 
funding would deliver better sustainability and security for operators, professional wages for 
staff and affordability for parents. Ultimately it will result in enhanced quality of early years 
experiences and outcomes for our youngest children. 
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