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Sarah Cremin
From:
To:
Subject:

Covid19
Ted McEnery
RE: Letter from Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission

: Muireann Ni Thuairisg <mnithuairisg@ihrec.ie>
Sent: Friday 29 May 2020 13:36
To: Michael McNamara <Michael.McNamara@oireachtas.ie>
Cc: Ted McEnery <Ted.McEnery@oireachtas.ie>
Subject: Letter from Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission
Dear Deputy McNamara,
Please find attached a letter for your attention from Dr Frank Conaty, Acting Chief Commissioner, Irish Human Rights
and Equality Commission.
I am also copying in Clerk to the Special Committee on Covid‐19 Response, Mr Ted McEnery.
Kind regards,
Muireann Ní Thuairisg
Corporate Services
‐‐‐‐
Coimisiún na hÉireann um Chearta an Duine agus Comhionannas
Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission
‐‐‐‐
16‐22 Sráid na Faiche, Baile Átha Cliath 7, D07 CR20
16‐22 Green Street, Dublin 7, D07 CR20
‐‐‐‐
T +353 (0)1 859 2615
E mnithuairisg@ihrec.ie W www.ihrec.ie

********************************************************************************************************
*********************
Is le haghaidh an duine nó an eintitis ar a bhfuil sí dírithe, agus le haghaidh an duine nó an eintitis sin amháin, a bheartaítear an
fhaisnéis a tarchuireadh agus féadfaidh sé go bhfuil ábhar faoi rún agus/nó faoi phribhléid inti. Toirmisctear aon athbhreithniú,
atarchur nó leathadh a dhéanamh ar an bhfaisnéis seo, aon úsáid eile a bhaint aisti nó aon ghníomh a dhéanamh ar a
hiontaoibh, ag daoine nó ag eintitis seachas an faighteoir beartaithe. Má fuair tú é seo trí dhearmad, téigh i dteagmháil leis an
seoltóir, le do thoil, agus scrios an t‐ábhar as aon ríomhaire. Is é beartas Choimisiún na hÉireann um Chearta an Duine agus
Comhionannas ábhair cholúil a dhícheadú.
Más rud é go measann tú gur ábhar colúil atá san ábhar atá sa teachtaireacht seo is ceart duit dul i dteagmháil leis an seoltóir
láithreach agus le info@ihrec.ie chomh maith.
The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential
and/or privileged material. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon,
this information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you received this in error, please contact
the sender and delete the material from any computer. It is the policy of the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission to
disallow the sending of offensive material.
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Should you consider that the material contained in this message is offensive you should contact the sender immediately and also
info@ihrec.ie.
********************************************************************************************************
*********************
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Deputy Michael McNamara T.D.
Dáil Éireann
Leinster House
Kildare Street
Dublin 2
D02 XR20

Sent by email: Deputy Michael McNamara T.D. - michael.mcnamara@oir.ie
CC:
Mr. Ted McEnery, Clerk to the Committee – ted.mcenery@oireachtas.ie

29 May 2020

Dear Deputy McNamara,
On behalf of the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission I would like to offer congratulations on
your recent election as Chair of the Oireachtas Special Committee on the COVID-19 Response.
The Commission welcomes that the Committee’s work is now underway, having recommended in
April the urgent establishment of such a parliamentary oversight mechanism. The Committee’s work
is essential, in particular to examine the legal, social and economic rights implications of COVID 19
across multiple departments and agencies.
The Commission is Ireland’s national human rights institution and national equality body, holding the
UN’s highest level of institutional independence. Under the Irish Human Rights and Equality
Commission Act 2014, the Commission has a statutory function to keep under review the adequacy
and effectiveness of law and practice in the State relating to the protection of human rights and
equality. Allied to this is a function to make recommendations to the Government as appropriate in
relation to the measures which the Commission considers should be taken to strengthen, protect and
uphold human rights and equality in the State.
The COVID 19 crisis is already impacting, and will continue to impact, different members of our society
more acutely than others, including older people, people with disabilities, residents in Direct Provision,
Travellers, homeless people, people experiencing domestic violence, and people in precarious
employment. It is also important that our collective response to the acute challenge of COVID 19 takes
account of the particular needs of vulnerable groups.
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The Commission would submit to you in your role as Chair, that under Paragraph 9 (b) of the
Committee’s Terms of Reference, consideration could be given by Members to the establishment of
a dedicated sub-committee to scrutinise the specific human rights and equality implications of the
response to COVID 19.
The COVID-19 pandemic, its impact, and actions taken to address it, will have far-reaching
consequences for our society and our economy for a considerable time to come. The Commission will
continue to fulfil our mandate during this period in the service of the public, the Oireachtas, the
Government and its agencies in a way that seeks to maximise the ongoing respect for, and protection
of human rights and equality. As ever, we are available to the Oireachtas and would be happy to
provide any practical assistance or expertise, in line with our official functions and mandate.

Is mise le meas,

______________________
Dr Frank Conaty
Acting Chief Commissioner

CC:

Mr. Ted McEnery, Clerk to the Committee – ted.mcenery@oireachtas.ie

