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Inclusion 
 
Children with Down syndrome are a unique category in terms of their specific 
cognitive profile, which impacts on their learning needs as they progress 
through the education system at all levels. The cognitive profile of a child with 
Down syndrome highlights: 

 Speech & Language Difficulties & Delay 

 Impairments in: 
o Gross & Fine Motor Skills 
o Verbal Short-Term Memory 
o Verbal Processing Skills 
o Motivation  
o Concentration 
o Transfer and Generalisation Skills 
o Retention and Maintenance of Learning 
o Self-Management Skill 

 
Research has found that academic progress and achievements were better for 
those children with Down syndrome in mainstream school, with adequate 
educational supports in place, as opposed to those children educated in special 
school settings (Fox et al, 2004; Buckley et al, 2008; de Graaf et al, 2012). The 
majority of children with Down syndrome now attend their local primary 
mainstream school. Over the past number of years, increasing numbers of 
children with Down syndrome are progressing to mainstream Post-Primary 
school, having had their Primary education in a mainstream setting. 
 
 

In this submission, we are calling on the Minister  
& the Department of Education & Skills to: 

 
 

Honour the commitment made by Minister Joe McHugh, 
and open the Summer Provision programme for this year to 
include all children with Down syndrome, making no 
distinction between those attending pre-school, primary 
school and those attending post primary school. 
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On June 5th, 2020, the Minister for Education & Skills, Mr Joe McHugh, opened 
the Summer Provision programme for this year to include children with Down 
syndrome, making no distinction between those attending pre-school, primary 
school and those attending post primary school. We, alongside up to 1,000 
parents of students with Down syndrome around the country were completely 
blindsided when the Department of Education published guidelines on June 
12th, with clear restrictions on who could access the programme in July / 
August 2020. The Guidelines state that that the scheme is not open to the 
majority of post-primary school students, nor to students transitioning from 
preschool into mainstream primary schools.  As a result, despite the lip service 
paid to promoting an inclusive education system, those children heading to 
mainstream primary school will be penalised rather than supported, as will 
those in mainstream post-primary schools. 
 
There appears to be a complete disconnect between the Minister and officials 
in his Department, and it is students with Down syndrome who are caught in 
the middle. It’s shocking and deeply distressing for all concerned. Down 
Syndrome Ireland (DSI)  has been campaigning for all children with Down 
syndrome to have access to the Summer Provision programme (July Provision) 
for a number of years but, by continuing to limit the scheme, the Department 
of Education & Skills has consistently failed to respond to the educational 
needs of children with Down syndrome. Until now, July Provision has provided 
access to an extended school year only for children with autism and children 
with a severe or profound intellectual disability. As a result, many children with 
Down syndrome were not eligible for the programme, despite having a specific 
cognitive profile and complex educational needs. The same situation is now to 
be repeated in the summer of 2020, increasing the educational difficulties for 
students with DS, who have been out of school since March 12th, 2020. DSI, 
along with other disability groups, has been involved in multiple conversations 
and consultations with the Department of Education on the matter. 
 
Any deviation from the Minister’s declaration on June 5th is discriminatory. 
Restricting the scheme to exclude some students with Down syndrome is a 
form of discrimination that is impossible to understand, particularly given the 
disruption to education this year. We see no justifiable reasons for excluding a 
significant number of students with Down syndrome from the Summer 
Provision programme and the proposals need to be reviewed and amended 
with immediate effect. 
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Following from our negotiations since June 12th, the Department of Education 
have proposed making funds available for DSI to run a summer provision for 
post-primary students through DSI’ local branches, rather than giving all 
students with Down syndrome eligibility for Summer Provision. 
 
While funding is always welcome, we are concerned that rather than ensuring 
that students with Down syndrome are entitled to access a State scheme, the 
Department of Education is shifting responsibility to DSI. This is happening at a 
time when we have scaled back all face to face contact with members because 
of the pandemic. We know that branches will face huge challenges trying to 
safely provide education in existing locations, and many branches will not have 
a suitable premises. 
 
The State has the infrastructure to provide this safely in schools, but DSI does 
not. Branches would need to rent premises, hire staff and ask a lot of our local 
branch network to provide a programme which the State is running, without 
any restrictions,  for other students. Our goal therefore is to ask the 
Department to honour the commitment made by the Minister and ensure that 
all students with Down syndrome can access the summer education 
programme.  
 
What Needs to Be Done? 
Until now, July Provision has provided access to an extended school year only 
for children with autism and children with a severe or profound intellectual 
disability. All students with Down syndrome, regardless of education setting 
or level of learning disability, must be afforded the same opportunities for 
their learning and development. 
 
 
What is needed to ensure that this happens? 
 
In line with the announcement by Minister Joe McHugh on June 5th 2020, 
Summer Provision 2020 must be available for all students with Down 
syndrome, regardless of their educational setting. 
 
 
 
Deirdre Saul    Nicola Hart   Fidelma Brady 
Interim CEO   Head of Member    Head of Education 

      Support  
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