
Chairman and Members, 
  
Thank you for the invitation to appear at the Oireachtas Committee for Transport and 
Communications Networks. 
  
I was privileged to chair an expert group appointed by the Minister for Health to address four 
questions related to COVID-19 Rapid Testing, namely; to recommend rapid test(s) that could be used 
in different settings, especially asymptomatic community populations; to suggest settings where 
Ireland should prioritise rapid testing; to consider rapid testing in schools and to suggest how Ireland 
could implement any recommendations.  The expert group submitted its majority report to the 
Minister for Health on 19 March 2021 and it was subsequently published by the Minister on 1 April 
2021 - link here. 
  
The report makes a number of recommendations and the body of the report provides the background 
to these recommendations together with links and references to published studies and other 
information. 
  
COVID-19 Rapid Testing is a fast developing and important field. There are more than 1,000 Rapid 
Tests in development and new tests are being approved for usage worldwide on a regular basis. The 
evidence base is also growing rapidly. There have been many important publications in the last few 
months. Many countries have adopted Rapid Testing as part of their strategy for dealing with the 
COVID-19 pandemic and results from these countries are appearing regularly. 
  
The expert group recommended that Ireland adopt Rapid Testing as part of its response to managing 
COVID-19 and as part of its strategy for a safe sustainable reopening of Irish society and the economy. 
Rapid Testing is another measure in our arsenal against the SARS-Cov-2 virus. It does not replace any 
existing measures such as PCR testing or any public health guidance, e.g. mask wearing, social 
distancing, respiratory etiquette etc., or the vaccination programme – all of which remain important. 
Rapid testing compliments these existing measures especially in the screening of asymptomatic 
individuals and the rapid isolation of infectious individuals. 
  
The report recommends a focus on self-sampling via a nasal swab or saliva and the use of self-testing 
as well as supervised testing. Training is important and the report recommends that all positive results 
should be confirmed with a PCR test which would bring the individuals within the existing HSE 
systems, e.g. for contact tracing. The report also recommends the establishment of a number of 
pilots, at scale, in a number of different settings, as well as the establishment of an agile knowledge 
group to provide up to date information and training to all those who wish to adopt Rapid Testing. 
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https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/f50f0-report-of-the-covid-19-rapid-testing-group/

