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5 November 2020 
Dear Minister, 
 
 
Like many sectors of the economy, aviation has been devastated by the Covid-19 crisis. Although the 
epidemiological situation remains grave, there does appear to be some hopeful signs of a reduction in 
case numbers in Ireland. Now is the time to plan for the road ahead.  
 
Demand for travel under Level 5 conditions is currently low, but, as the domestic situation comes back 
under control, the restoration of air travel must be addressed. We will be living with Covid-19 for the 
medium term and so the Joint Committee strongly believes that we must start preparing now for 
increased resumption of international travel and aviation in the months ahead. 
 
The Joint Committee welcomes the adoption of the EU traffic light system for international travel by 
Government, but, urges the Government to ensure testing is a central element of its implementation. 
Based on the evidence the Joint Committee has heard from a range of national and international 
stakeholders over the past month, we believe that increased testing is the key to ensuring the viability of 
the aviation sector in Ireland while safeguarding the protection of public health and reducing the risk of 
Covid-19. Restoring the aviation sector and reducing Covid-19 risk are not incompatible.  
 
The Joint Committee will soon be publishing a thorough and comprehensive report on this matter. 
However, in light of the imminent adoption of the traffic light system on 8th November, the following is a 
preliminary set of recommendations for urgent adoption. 
 
Recommendations: 
The Joint Committee calls on the Government to: 
 

• Ensure as a matter of urgency that capacity for PCR testing of passengers after a five-day period 
of restricted movement following arrival from red countries is in place by no later than 1st 
December to enable travel over the Christmas period; 
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• Ensure information on the implementation of the EU traffic light system in Ireland is clear, concise 
and easily accessible by the public; 

 

• Liaise with airports and other EU Member States to ensure a consistent approach to pre-
departure testing is in place across Europe, well in advance of the Christmas period; 
 

• Liaise with airlines to ensure clear, concise messaging is provided to airline companies, their staff 
and passengers as regards the specifics of the traffic light system and how individuals avail of 
testing; 
 

• Develop an immediate traffic light system for countries outside of the EU, such as Australia, New 
Zealand, Canada and the USA, in order to provide clarity to the diaspora regarding travel home 
for Christmas; 
 

• Work with Irish airports to pro-actively enable the development of testing infrastructure with the 
requisite capacity to ensure pre-departure testing and testing at arrival for passengers; 

 

• Engage proactively with NPHET, HIQA and other EU Member States on emerging rapid testing 
methods. This would also include investing in research to identify alternative high quality rapid 
testing methods as an alternative or to supplement the PCR testing system for persons travelling 
in and out of the country; 
 

• The immediate advancement of further necessary state supports to Irish airports to ensure their 
viability and survival, as well as state funding for strategic air routes.  

 
Although severe on businesses and daily lives, Level 5 restrictions appear to be having a positive impact 
on the spread of the virus in Ireland and epidemiological indicators seem to be going in the right 
direction. Now is the time to be proactive and ensure that a suite of measures is in place to ensure a 
sustainable and safe aviation sector as restrictions are eased and demand increases. 
 
 
Looking forward to hearing from you. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
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