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Is mór an onóir dom gur mhól an tÁire taisteal Eamon Ryan Cathaoirleach gníomhach Phórt 

Chorcaí orm. Gura míle maith agaibh a Chathaoirligh agus an chóiste go léir as ucht an 

chuireadh chun cáint libh inniú. 

  

It is a great honour to be nominated as Chairperson Designate to the Port of Cork Company by 

the Minister for Transport Eamon Ryan. I thank the Chairperson, and the members of the 

committee for the invitation to speak to you today.  This committee plays a crucial role in 

guiding policy and I look forward to hearing the perspectives and suggestions from committee 

members following this statement.  I commit to bringing all the points raised back to the full 

Port of Cork Company board for discussion at our December meeting. 

 

I am a native of Kildare and have spent my career between the public and private sectors.  I am 

currently responsible for global commercial operations for the US energy technology company 

Smart Wires.   Smart Wires specializes in delivering electricity infrastructure to enable grid 

connections for renewables with minimal disruption to the environment.   Before Smart Wires I 

held senior leadership positions in EirGrid, ESB, IWEA and as a lecturer in UCD.   I have been a 

member of corporate boards for Smart Wires Grid Europe, Wind Europe and the System 

Operator for Northern Ireland as well as some small private companies.  I currently chair the 



Research Advisory Committee for the Global Power System Transformation Consortium. I have 

a PhD in Engineering and a Masters in Business Administration. 

 

The Port of Cork is Ireland’s 2nd largest port and its designation as a TEN-T “Core” port by the 

European Commission confirms its importance as key European and Irish infrastructure, a Tier 1 

Port.  The Port has recently doubled its container capacity by the construction of a €100m new 

container terminal at Ringaskiddy. Due to its favourable location on the south coast of Ireland, 

its modern deepwater facilities and these recent investments, the Port of Cork is ideally 

positioned for additional European trading as well as for yet unexploited direct deep sea 

shipping services. 

 

The Port has responded strongly to the challenges arising from COVID over the past two years 

and has kept supply chains moving smoothly and its own operations on track. Port of Cork 

Company’s safety record is strong and I am committed to ensuring continued investment in 

systems and processes to keep our people safe. 

 

I would like to cover some of the key opportunities and challenges I see ahead for the Port of 

Cork. 

 

Firstly there are a number of significant physical moves anticipated in the near future.  

 Phase 2 of the terminal at Ringaskiddy will allow the Port of Cork to move the remainder of its 

container business from the City to the lower Harbour. It will also increase national port 

capacity relieving pressure on other ports.  The completion of the M28 road will be a key 

enabler of this increased capacity. 

 

The addition of a customs facility “Boarder Inspection Post” at Port of Cork would allow for 

more efficient transport of organic foodstuffs from outside the EU and reduce the cost and 

carbon impact of bringing these products to Irish consumers.  I note that the Department of 

Agriculture is currently considering this matter. 



 

The Port of Cork plans to develop bulk trade at Marino Point and to utilise its rail link where 

feasible.  This will reduce the Carbon impact of this trade by moving freight from road to rail 

and will allow the bulk trade to leave Cork city quays and free up the dock lands for 

development.  

 

 Secondly the Port is playing a key role with other state stakeholders in providing necessary 

infrastructure to support renewable energy, especially offshore wind.  I see very significant 

opportunities in this area for Cork and Ireland.  We will work very closely with the wider 

industry and government to ensure we play our part in delivering Ireland’s potential in this 

area. 

 

As I look forward I note that the Port of Cork will need to continue its strong growth to meet 

the needs of Irish consumers and industry and to generate the revenues to sustain our 

operations and future infrastructure development.  I am mindful of the relatively high levels of 

debt the Port has relative to its earnings. I note that in order, to finance further Port of Cork 

infrastructure investments in Ringaskiddy and Marino Point, the Company anticipates a need to 

realise value from surplus assets in addition to generating free cash from trading. 

  

Finally as Chairperson I want to assure you that the Port of Cork will redouble our efforts to 

improve our sustainability and reduce the Carbon impact of all our operations.   We will also 

continue to work very closely with our host communities to ensure sustainable operations and 

minimum disruption to the lives of the people who live or work near our facilities.   

 

Chairperson, thank you again for the opportunity to address the committee and I would 

welcome any questions or suggestions the members might have. 

 

 


