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Opening Statement by the Department of Transport 

Introduction 

Chairman, members of the Committee, thank you for the invitation to speak to you today 

regarding several of the proposals in the EU’s Fit for 55 Package. The Package was published by 

the EU Commission in July and will be the primary means by which Member States, working in 

coordination, ensure that the EU achieves the ambitions of its Green New Deal. 

Together, the legislative proposals that make up the Fit for 55 Package aim to support the 

reduction in the EU’s net greenhouse gas emissions by at least 55% by 2030, compared to 1990 

levels, and to set Europe on the path for climate neutrality by 2050. The Package is among the 

most wide-ranging and ambitious ever proposed by the EU Commission and includes proposals 

on climate, energy, land use, taxation, and transport.  

These proposals, which are now being examined in detail by the Member States in the Council 

Working Parties and by MEPs in the European Parliament, will have substantial implications for 

Ireland’s transport policy and investment decisions for the foreseeable future.  They will impact 

on people’s daily lives, leisure travel, and commutes.  The Package will frame infrastructure 

policy and the future development of our ports, airports and our national road network.   

In that context, the Department welcomes the opportunity to discuss several of the transport-

related proposals in detail with you today, to reflect on the views of this Committee and, of 

course, to return to discuss progress on this Package as necessary.  
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The proposals we will discuss today are: 

• In aviation: 

o A revision of the EU Emissions Trading System, or ETS, legislation for aviation 

along with a separate proposal to align the EU system with the global Carbon 

Offsetting and Reduction Scheme for International Aviation, which is known as 

CORSIA; 

o And the ReFuel Aviation proposal which aims to increase the use of Sustainable 

Aviation Fuels 

• In shipping: the Fuel EU Maritime proposal which aims to increase the share of 

renewable and low-carbon fuels in the fuel mix of international maritime transport; 

• In road transport: a revised CO2 Standards Regulation to set higher CO2 emission 

reductions targets for manufacturers producing cars and vans; 

• And finally, the cross-cutting Alternative Fuels Infrastructure proposal which seeks to 

ensure the availability of an infrastructure network that will support these low- and 

zero-emission vehicles, vessels and aircraft. 

The first general observation to make is that nationally we are committed to delivering a 51% 

reduction in Carbon emissions by 2030 and carbon neutrality by 2050. That commitment part of 

the Programme for Government, enshrined legally in the Climate Act and forms part of our 

international commitment to the UN Paris Agreement.  The EU Fit for 55 package is the EU 

contribution to this effort.  

The Committee will have already received information notes from the Department on these 

proposals but I will briefly set out the key elements of each again ahead of our discussion today. 
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Aviation  

I’ll begin with the aviation proposals. The EU ETS is one of the most important and effective 

instruments in the decarbonisation of the aviation sector. The Revision of the ETS for Aviation 

aims to ensure that the sector contributes to the EU’s 2030 emissions reduction target. The 

proposal will phase out free allowances currently granted to airlines and will integrate the 

global CORSIA system into the ETS.  

To briefly explain what is meant by this: the free allowances allocated to airlines mean that they 

only begin to pay for their emissions once they exceed a certain threshold. They were originally 

afforded to EU airlines to maintain their competitiveness against non-EU airlines who were not 

participating in the ETS.   

Under this proposal, these free allowances will be phased out by 2026. The ETS will continue to 

apply to intra-EU flights and CORSIA will apply as appropriate to extra-EU flights. The manner by 

which CORSIA is integrated into a more ambitious ETS will be an important signal 

internationally of the EU‘s commitment to a global approach.  

The next proposal, the ReFuelEU Aviation Initiative will oblige fuel suppliers to blend increasing 

levels of sustainable aviation fuels in kerosene taken on-board at EU airports, including, when 

the technology is ready, synthetic low carbon fuels, known as e-fuels. EU airports which process 

more than 1 million passengers or 100,000 tonnes of cargo a year will be obliged to provide 

SAF, while airlines will also be mandated to uplift 90% of their fuel requirement from EU 

airports to avoid tankering at airports that don’t supply sustainable aviation fuels.  

Measures to increase the use of sustainable aviation fuels are an effective means to tackle the 

aviation emissions challenge comprehensively in the medium and long term. Such measures, 

coupled with new aircraft technology, can provide decarbonisation in the sector without 

suppressing or offsetting journeys. 
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Maritime Transport  

Moving on to the maritime sector, the FuelEU Maritime proposal aims to stimulate the uptake 

of sustainable maritime fuels and zero-emission technologies in ships calling at European ports.  

This is to be achieved by setting a limit on the greenhouse gas intensity of the energy used on 

board.  This will begin with a 2% reduction in 2025 rising in five-year intervals to a 75% 

reduction in the limit allowed by 2050. 

The proposed regulation also requires passenger ships and container ships to connect to an 

onshore power supply or use zero emission technology while in the port of a member state. 

The proposed Alternative Fuels Infrastructure Regulation sets a corresponding mandatory date 

of 2030 for ports to have the necessary onshore power supply infrastructure in situ.  

These requirements will apply to vessels over 5,000 gross tonnes and will cover all intra-EU 

journeys as well as half of any journey between a third country and an EU port.  Even though 

the ships covered by the regulation represent only 55% of all ships calling to EEA ports, they are 

responsible for 90% of the CO2 emissions from the maritime sector.  The proposed regulation 

will apply to less than 20 internationally trading vessels currently on the Irish flag but will 

impact many more vessels that use Irish ports.   

Road Transport 

Moving to road transport, the Fit for 55 Package also includes a proposal to revise the existing 

EU Regulation on CO2 emissions standards for cars and light goods vehicles to reflect the EU’s 

increased climate ambition.  

The existing Regulation sets EU fleet-wide CO2 emission reduction targets for manufacturers 

which apply from 2020, 2025 and 2030 and includes a counting mechanism to incentivise the 

production of zero- and low-emission vehicles. 

While no changes are proposed to the 2025 targets, the new proposal significantly strengthens 

the targets as of 2030. Under the proposal, average emissions of new cars would be reduced by 

55% from 2030 and 100% from 2035 compared to 2021 levels. This would effectively mean that 
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only zero-emissions vehicles could be placed on the market from 2035, five years after Ireland’s 

targeted phase-out date. 

The proposal would also remove the incentivised counting mechanism for zero- and low-

emission vehicles from 2030 as it’s expected that by this stage the market uptake these vehicles 

will be driven by the stricter 2030 and 2035 CO2 targets. 

These stricter targets are expected to accelerate the supply of zero- and low-emission vehicles 

on the market while stimulating innovation from manufacturers. As emissions from cars and 

vans in Ireland make up 51% and 7% respectively of our land transport emissions, measures 

requiring manufacturers to produce cleaner vehicles can have a significant impact here.  

Cross-cutting 

I’ll now move on to the Commission’s proposal for a revised Alternative Fuels Infrastructure 

Regulation. This Regulation seeks to ensure the availability and usability of a widespread 

infrastructure network throughout the EU to facilitate a quicker transition to cleaner vehicles, 

ships, and aircraft.   

The proposed regulation will require Member States to expand recharging capacity in line with 

zero-emission electric vehicle sales, and to install charging and fuelling points at regular 

intervals on major highways: every 60 kilometres for electric charging and every 150 kilometres 

for hydrogen refuelling.  

It also includes targets for shore side electricity provisions; a mandate that all fixed and remote 

contact stands at airports supply electricity to aircraft on standby by 2025 and 2030 

respectively; and proposals on the use of LNG as a transport fuel.   

Conclusion 

Through the Climate Action Act 2021 Ireland has committed to a 51% reduction in overall 

greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 and to achieving net zero emissions no later than 2050.  At 
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approximately 20% of the national emissions, it is clear that the transport sector has a 

significant role to play in achieving this objective   

The quantum and pace of the transformation needed over the next decade is significant; it will 

require a fundamental change in the nature of Irish transport. The transport proposals under 

the Fit for 55 package are broadly aligned with Ireland’s ambition and will support the 

achievement of our targets. The proposals are currently under consideration by all Member 

States at EU level and Ireland will continue to fully participate in these discussions.    

I hope this summary has been useful to you and I look forward to your questions.  

ENDS 


