
Subject: Opening Statement. 
 
 
Dear Chairman,  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to address the Joint Committee on Transport and Communication.  
 
The main points we wish to convey are as follows : 
 
1. In conjunction with vaccination programmes and other precautions, we want to help the Irish 
Government and the Irish people to eradicate the COVID contagion.  
 
2. This can be achieved through an integrated Technology and Testing Solution based upon 
practical experience and technological expertise.  
 
3. This system involves a Digital Platform with a multi-layered Testing Programme. It has been 
proven to work in pilot events, and can be “customised” to suit any event / flight / travel.  
 
4. All flights and ferry sailings should be treated as mini events.  
 
5. This can all be achieved at an economical price in terms of time, effort and money. It can also help 
to re-boot the Irish economy and save the State money in the longer term.  
 
6. We would like the Irish Government and agencies of the State to avail of this service and to 
engage with us immediately.  
 
7. The findings of ongoing mass testing and reporting are key to controlling the spread of the virus. 
All such data will be retained in a secure Irish GDPR compliant cloud platform.  
 
8. This technological component affords operational “ Connectivity and Compatibility” with the 
EUDCC and other international platforms as deemed appropriate. 
 
9. This solution is “no substitute” for Social Responsibility. Rapid test results are not a licence for 
personal misbehaviour. They are weapons for informing the further curtailment of infection.  
 
10. This Tech+Test Solution is “Rolled out and Ready to Go“, and is ready to help the Irish economy 
in general and local communities in particular to get moving again. 
 
The Strategy, The Objectives, the Process, the Technology, the Tests and the Outcomes are laid out 
in our Submission which has been forwarded for circulation to members.  
 
My colleagues and I look forward to presenting the main points of our submission and to answering 
the questions of the members.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Barry O’Brien.  
Project Leader.  
 
 



Tech+Test Solution, as we exit lockdown safely
Ireland reopening for business, education, sports, cultural events and 
international travel supported by technology-enabled solutions
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Strategy 
- Roll out of an established digital health platform, combined with a multi-layered Testing programme
- Both the platform and the programme can be “customised” to suit any workplace, event, venue or form of public transport
- This can all be readily achieved through advance consultation with employers, transportation authorities and event organisers
- Ensure compatibility with the EUDCC* and other European tech platforms

Objective
- Get Ireland back to normal living conditions in a safe way which is endorsed by independent medical experts
- Safe return to work, education, sports, culture and travel
- Solution-based, proactive approach to reducing transmission of the virus

Process
- Use Antigen Testing to enable events to take place in a safe and secure manner
- Roll out a digital platform to support testing prior to events; on the day of the event; and post event, to reduce the spread of 

COVID-19
- Multi-layered approach to testing ahead of events powered by a leading test technology infrastructure provider
- Achieve best results by engaging a credible partner with a strong track record of working with the HSE and other public 

suppliers
- Both the digital platform and the testing programme can be readily adapted to changing circumstances through ongoing 

consultation with event organisers and regulatory bodies
- Operate in close liaison with the HSE and Public Health authorities

Outcome
- Rapidly identify infectious cases and reduce the spread of the virus in a cost effective manner
- Make real time data available to Public Health authorities to inform optimal decision-making

* EUDCC: European Union Digital COVID Certificate

Executive Summary



DUELCHEM, YOUR STRATEGIC PARTNER

• Duelchem Limited is an Irish company that was set up in 2008, regulated by the HPRA.

• We are in partnership with a digital platform to underpin our testing program.

• We have been supplying the Irish Health Care sector with pharma products for over a decade.

• Strong working relationship with the HSE, collaborating on multiple projects with a view to expanding this relationship.

• In response to the pandemic, we have rolled out a number of testing centres (Reassurance.ie) to help identify and 
ultimately reduce the number of cases of COVID-19.

• We supply medicinal products including Controlled Drugs (CD’s), Parallel Imports (PI’s) and Exempt Medicinal Products 
(EMP’s). We also supply medicinal devices, medicinal/laboratory consumables and equipment. We are registered with the 
‘Irish Medicines Verification Organisation (IMVO)’ (account no. IMVO-EU-1403) and are fully compliant with the ‘Falsified 
Medicine Directive (FMD)’.

• As part of our HPRA obligations, we are prepared for the implementation of the EU ‘Medicinal Devices Regulation (MDR)’ and 
‘In-Vitro Diagnostic Devices Regulation (IVDR)’. 



LEADERSHIP TEAM

Chris O’Grady
Pharmaceutical Distribution
Chris is a registered Pharmacist and a member of the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland. He is co-founder and owner of Duelchem Ltd T/A Chemco 
Pharmacy trading for over 13 years.
He is the appointed Responsible Person (RP) accountable to the HPRA for ensuring quality, safety and traceability of medicinal products supplied 
under Duelchem’s Wholesale Distribution Authorisation (WDA).
Chris led Duelchem’s Covid-19 test centre set up, launching www.reassurance.ie in Sep 2020. 
He also holds a BSc in Biomedical Sciences from the University of Sunderland. .

Barry O’Brien
Project Leader
Barry is a strategic advisor to major international institutions. He has extensive experience in healthcare, military, educational and sporting sectors, 
bringing with him an enviable track record of success. Former positions include Director (Estate and Support Services) at the Royal College of 
Surgeons in Ireland and Chief Executive of the National Sports Campus Development Authority, where he delivered world-class facilities.
Barry is professionally qualified in a variety of disciplines including Chartered Surveying and Communications.

Our Leadership team is supported by a group of outstanding team players who will ensure an efficient and professional customer experience. 

Simon Osman
Technology Solutions Specialist
Simon is a highly experienced founder / growth phase CEO in the technology and telecoms industries. He has a proven track record of taking new 
ventures through start up and growth phases to a successful exit. Previously, he Founded and Advised several technology based platforms. 
Previously, Simon founded Viastak an Infrastructure as a service company and iFollowOffice, the first desktop as a service company, in 2012 Viastak
was a Sunday Times Tech Track 100 business, which was sold to LabTech along with iFollowOffice in 2016. He became founding CEO of Labs.com, a 
shared workspace business and built RunSpace a co working software platform.
He also founded and was CEO of Evolution Voice & Data, Evolution Global Networks and Evolution Mobile which were sold in 2008 to Niu Solutions 
an Investec backed by and build company.
Simon holds a Bsc from Brunel University.

http://www.reassurance.ie/


CUSTOMIZED SOLUTIONS THROUGH CONSULTATION

From purchase to cheers in a few 
steps. The ‘fan’ visits our website, 
selects the event they’re 
attending, pays for the test kit 
and downloads the app. The fan 
takes the test as instructed, 
uploads the results. Assuming 
the tests are negative, the fan’s 
Me QR code shows their ‘pass’
status when scanned at the gate. 

The traveller visits our website, 
selects their flight date, pays for 
the test kit and downloads the 
app. The traveller takes the test 
as instructed. PCR test results 
are automatically loaded on the 
app. Assuming the traveller 
passes the tests, the traveller’s 
Me QR code is updated to ‘pass’
status ready to scan at the gate. 

LAND, AIR & SEA
SOLUTIONS FOR EVERY EVENT

EVENTS TRAVELWORK

Every week, the employee takes 
the tests as instructed and loads 
the results on the app, which are 
automatically updated on the 
wearable security pass. In the 
event of exposure, only 
employees who had close 
contact with the Covid-positive 
person would be alerted, 
avoiding mass self-isolations. 

SEA

For yacht owners and yacht 
managers, we want you back at 
sea safely. Daily Virolens Covid 
testing of guests and crew 
members means we catch the 
virus before it spreads, so social 
distancing and masks are 
unnecessary. In one dashboard, 
you can monitor the health status 
of everyone on every yacht.

AT HOME
• Gaining peace of mind before meeting others

MOBILE
• Small gatherings
• Events
• Pop-up events

VENUES & CLINICS
• Outlets to provide a professional venue for testing oversight
• Already have a number of operational locations 



TECHNOLOGY PLATFORM

• The app gives individuals control over their data, giving the 
user choice over who they share their data with. 

• A secure and verified profile to store test results and 
vaccination history.

• Build trust within communities to get back to the things we 
love, safely knowing that everyone is COVID-19 negative.

• The individual can share their data knowing that it is being 
stored in a fully GDPR and ICO compliant way.

• Interoperability - the solution is built to communicate. E.g
with testing labs, government bodies and EU certification.

JULY
2020

Operating since Across schools, sports clubs, workplaces and hospitality venues.



HOW DOES IT WORK?
Individuals
Individuals download the app and create their own verified profile. They 
can upload their recent COVID-19 tests, vaccination history and connect 
work and event dashboards. Using their unique symbol individuals can 
share their profile with selected health data or scan into businesses. 

Organisations
Each organisation has a dashboard providing valuable insights into the 
health status of the individuals connected. Depending on the 
requirements of the organisation, different dashboards are available 
including Workplaces and Events. The requirements to enter the 
premises can also be customized  e.g., a negative COVID-19 test 24 
hours prior to entry; creating Covid Secure, confident environments. 

Roadmap
1. LFT* reader in app using Computer Vision and AI to auto read and 

populate results 
2. Integrations with labs across Europe, South America and SE Asia 
3. Interoperability and usability with EU Green pass-through Good 

Health Pass collaboration, more recently labelled the EUDCC.

*LFT: Lateral Flow Test



EXAMPLE INDIVIDUAL JOURNEY

Individual purchases 
COVID-19 test. Individual downloads the 

app and sets up a profile.

COVID
-19 C T

Individual takes the test.

Test results are uploaded to 
the app (manually or via 
API with a testing lab)

Individual’s profile is updated with 
new test result. Vaccination status 

also uploaded
Share with 

event/flight/workplace

1 2 3

4

5
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ACCESS TO HIGH QUALITY TESTING SOLUTIONS
• Our agile solution allows for technology connectivity and implementation with multiple approved testing kits.

• We have letters of authorization to access 5 of the approved brands in Ireland/the EU.
• CLUNGENE Covid-19 Antigen Test 
• Lepu Medical POC Testing SARS-CoV-2 Antigen Rapid Test
• Orient Gene Covid-19 IgM/IgG antibody test
• Healgen Covid-19 Test
• Boson COVID-19 Antigen Rapid Test – Self testing

• We have already established a number of operational testing centres throughout Ireland. These test centres can 
professionally validate the results of the Antigen tests.

• Our objective is to provide efficient testing solutions and verifiable test results, in a manner which is replicable for 
either professionally-administered or self-administered tests.

• The above test kits are accurate, sensitive and specific, and meet all criteria set out by the EU for Antigen Testing.

https://www.praxisdienst.com/en/Lab+Equipment/Tests/Corona+Antigen+Rapid+Tests/CLUNGENE+Covid+19+Antigen+Rapid+Test.html
https://en.lepumedical.com/products/sars-cov-2-antigen-rapid-test-kit-colloidal-gold-immunochromatography/
https://theppeonlineshop.co.uk/Healgen-Covid-19-Antigen-Swab-Rapid-Lateral-Flow-Test-Kits-Pack-of-20.html
https://www.bvkj-shop.de/coronaschutz/boson-covid-19-antigen-schnelltest.html


Appendix I: CASE STUDIES



LIVE CASE STUDIES

• 2 test & trace cases identified 
and successfully dealt with 
meaning no venues have had 
to close

• Festivals and Events planned 
for summer using platform to 
demonstrate to local 
authorities and safety 
committees reduced risk.

VENUES

500 Pubs, Restaurants 
& Sports Clubs using 

the solution

270,000 visitors 
successfully using the 

platform

• Integrated solution with PCR 
lab.

• Fit To Fly, Day 2 and Day 8 
products developed since trial.

AIRPORT

91% approval 
rating on 

feedback survey

60 staff trialed the 
travel solution 

uploading PCR tests

• Utilising the workplace 
solution and regular LFT tests 
to keep all employees in the 
office.

• Successfully notified admins 
when positive tests are 
uploaded to the app, limiting 
spread within offices.

• Now rolling out the solution 
across their customer base. 

TELECOMS 
BUSINESS

Twice weekly LFT 
testing 

107 staff using 
workplace solution

• Large Academy Trust using 
the solution across their 
school estate.

• LFT uploaded to the platform 
and results shared with 
Authorities. 

SCHOOLS

91%
v v

Twice weekly LFT 
testing 

375 staff using 
platform

v v



Appendix II: INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL



The travel dashboard is an effortless way to 
manage health data for passengersReassurance.ie

TRAVEL DASHBOARD



CONTACT DETAILS

Chris O’Grady
DIRECTOR

+ 353 86 22 000 19

CHRISOGRADY@CHEMCOPHARMACY.COM

Address:
Unit 7 Purcellsinch Business Park, Dublin Road, Kilkenny 

Eircode: R95 E70V

mailto:tracyogrady@chemcopharmacy.com


DISCLAIMER
Duelchem Limited is a company registered in Ireland with company number 451676 and whose registered office is at Unit 7 
Purcellsinch Business Park, Dublin Road, Kilkenny Eircode: R95 E70V. The Company is registered as a data controller with the 
Information Commissioner's Office (registration number 145001).

You acknowledge and agree to the following terms and conditions. Terms and conditions are subject to change at any time 
and without notice.

Exclusions and Limitations
The information on this presentation is provided on an “as is” basis. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we:
Exclude all representations and warranties relating to this presentation and its contents or which is or may be provided by 
any affiliates or any other third party, including in relation to any inaccuracies or omissions in this document and/or the 
Company’s literature; and exclude all liability for damages arising out of or in connection with your use of this information.
This includes, without limitation, direct loss, loss of business or profits (whether or not the loss of such profits was 
foreseeable, arose in the normal course of things or you have advised this Company of the possibility of such potential loss), 
damage caused to your computer, computer software, systems & programs and the data thereon or any other direct or 
indirect, consequential and incidental damages.

We cannot guarantee or verify the contents of any externally generated information, despite our best efforts.

This document is only for intended recipients. Please destroy if you are not the intended audience.
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