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Opening Statement - Minister of State, Jack Chambers, T.D. 

Joint Oireachtas Committee on Tourism, Culture, Arts, Sport and Media 

Wednesday, 01 June 2022 

Opening remarks  

As the committee members will be aware, another committee is dealing with the Gaeltacht 

element of my responsibilities, so I will be limiting my comments today to matters related to 

Sport.   

 

Our key priorities in sport are to support the sector’s continued recovery from the impact of 

COVID-19, to continue investment in vital infrastructure and to contribute to building a 

healthier and more active society by increasing sports participation across all sectors. 

Consequently, we have set a target of 60% of the population participating in sport and 

physical activity by 2027.  

 

The last two years has shown us how important sport and physical activity are for our physical 

health and mental wellbeing. As we emerge from the pandemic, the Department continues 

to prioritise engagement with the sport sector and our significant allocation under Budget 

2022 will support a strong and vibrant sports sector providing opportunities for everyone to 

engage in sport and physical activity.  
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We have started work on a number of actions which I believe will be of real benefit to sport 

and we will be working on delivering others in 2023.  

 

Firstly, I want to embed the “Sport for All” ethos across all strands of the sports sector, 

whether at national NGB level or grassroots level. The Sports Action Plan includes 43 distinct 

actions and initiatives aimed at increasing participation levels across the board. The emphasis 

is heavily orientated towards increasing inclusion, diversity and equality in sport. We have a 

record €12 million budget from the Dormant Accounts Fund for investment in 2022 where we 

can focus increased efforts to ensure that all persons have the opportunity to partake equally 

in sport and physical activity. Specifically, I want to develop a funding line under the Dormant 

Accounts Fund that will allow clubs and other organisations to apply directly for “Sport for 

All” funding that will be targeted at increasing participation. 

 

The commitment to diversity, inclusion and equality within the Sport Action Plan is also 

underpinned by a commitment to increase female representation on the boards of sporting 

organisations to a minimum of 40% by 2023. It is intended to give clarity to sporting 

organisations on the implications of non-compliance with this measure later this year.  

 

Secondly, we will be working on other priorities such as building on the 2022 Winter Initiative 

in order develop a strong programme of events in Winter2022 and beyond, as well as the 

development of a National Swimming Strategy and a National Database of Sport & Recreation 

Amenities to provide people with key information on sport and recreational facilities in their 

localities. 
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Sport Ireland has published its new long-term High Performance Strategy 2021-2032 which 

covers the next three Olympic and Paralympic cycles, and which will support and enhance 

Ireland’s position internationally.   

 

We have provided an increased allocation of €96.2 million in current funding for Sport Ireland 

in 2022, up 5% on last year, which will enable them to continue to support the sector through 

their various funding programmes.  

 

These initiatives support the fulfilment of the Government's high-performance policy, grant 

funding for sporting organisations and equality in grant funding for female and male players.  

 

In recent years, Ireland has won bids to host the Ryder Cup in Limerick in 2027, games in the 

UEFA EURO 2020 finals, the Women’s Rugby World Cup 2017 and is the preferred bidder to 

jointly hostthe T20 Men’s Cricket World Cup 2030. We are also hosting prestige US College 

Football matches in Dublin for five years from 2022, and hopefully beyond that. We have 

engaged with the UK Government and have decided to support the FAI’s submission of an 

Expression of Interest for a co-hosting bid for EURO 2028. Officials from my Department will 

examine the feasibility of supporting a bid before recommending a final decision to 

Government. 

  

We are currently developing a Major Sports Events policy and the public consultation phase 

of this process has just concluded. Major Sports Events have the potential to deliver many 

benefits for sport, society and the economy and the final policy and strategy will seek to 

maximise those benefits for Ireland. 
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In relation to capital investment in sports projects, the latest round of the Sports Capital and 

Equipment Programme closed for applications on the 1st of March 2021. A record 3,106 

applications were received, seeking over €200m in funding; the 'equipment-only' projects 

were assessed first and grants with a total value of €16.6m were announced in 2021. The 

remaining capital applications were assessed and 1,865 individual grant offers with a total 

value of over €143.8 million were announced in February 2022. This represented the highest 

level of allocation ever made under the Programme. Unsuccessful applicants were able to 

appeal the Department's decision and 146 appeals were received by the deadline of 4 April. 

€6 million was kept in reserve for successful appeals and the outcome of that process has just 

now been announced.  

 

Resources have been provided in 2022 to continue to progress the projects allocated funding 

last year under the new Large Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund (LSSIF). The priority in the short 

term is to advance all of the successful projects with a view to awarding new grants to projects 

which missed out under the first set of allocations. On completion, the scope for awarding 

any additional grants, adjusting the level of existing grants and the timing of any new call for 

proposals will be considered.   

 

 

I wish to reaffirm the government’s commitment to developing the Sport Ireland Campus at 

Blanchardstown. The 2022 allocation of €9.6m will allow Sport Ireland to complete ongoing 

projects and progress the planning and design on the National Velodrome and Badminton 
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Centre. A new Campus Masterplan has been drafted which will provide the framework for the 

long term development of facilities at the Campus over the next 15 to 20 years. 

 

Conclusion 

Thank you for your time and attention, I am happy to take any questions you may have now.  

 

Go raibh maith agaibh. 

 


