
OPENING ADDRESS TO THE OIREACHTAS JOINT COMMITTEE ON 

TOURISM, CULTURE, ART, SPORTS & MEDIA 

 

 

My name is Ciarán Kirwan and I am Chairman of the Irish Athletic Boxing 

Association (IABA). 

 

Firstly, thank you for the opportunity to address this joint committee today. 

 

The IABA is a volunteer led and reliant organisation. Currently, there are 

approx. 350 clubs across the country with over 28,000 members, volunteers and 

schools program participants throughout the organisation.  

 

Amateur Boxing is the most successful Olympic sport in Ireland, having won 

over 50% of all Olympic medals. In the last four Olympic Games we have won 

9 medals including 2 gold medals.  

 

We are extremely proud of the success of our boxers and the pride and honour 

that our country takes in their achievements. 

 

Nevertheless, success at Olympic level is only one measure of the importance of 

boxing in Irish society. Perhaps of even greater importance, The IABA provide 

sporting opportunities to those in some of Ireland’s most socio-economically 

disadvantaged communities and those from minority ethnic groups such as the 

travelling community. 

 

In terms of the role that the IABA plays in Irish society today, we feel that our 

newest Olympic gold medallist, Kellie Harrington, put it best in her recent 

interview with the Irish Times when she said “I’d love for people to really 

understand how boxing all over Ireland has taken so many kids off the street. 

They probably all won’t turn out to be big champions, but they will have made 

something of their life outside sport and all because they were taught discipline 

through the boxing club.” 

 

“Coaches in the clubs don’t do college degrees to become life skill coaches - but 

they are life skill coaches - unpaid voluntary life skills coaches - who work at a 

full time job, and have families at home and yet who still choose to come to try 

to better the kids in their communities.” 

 

 

In addition to the above, the IABA has always been a 32 county sport and we 

are very proud of the cross community relations that were maintained in boxing 

throughout the conflict in Northern Ireland, where boxing people from both 



Nationalist and Loyalist communities continued to meet and participate with 

each other through a shared love of boxing. Indeed, we are very proud to say 

that this is still the case today.  

 

The sport thrives from having a fantastic volunteer structure that with 

generations of experience handed down continue to produce a pipeline of talent 

into our excellent staff team in the High-Performance Unit. 

 

 

However, our invitation today before you comes about as a result of your 

request to discuss all governance within the IABA structures including Central 

Council and Provincial level.  

 

 

 

In terms of adherence to governance standards, we can confirm that  

- Rio Games review by Sport Ireland was fully adopted and all key 

recommendations implemented. 

- AGM is held every year  

- Audited accounts are filed in a timely manner each year in the Companies 

Office 

- Memorandum and Articles of Association overhaul approved and signed 

off by Revenue 

- Introduction of a new Rule Book –. Our new rules saw the introduction of 

terms of offices, selection of elite teams by High Performance Unit staff, 

A new disciplinary process overseen by an independent Barrister. 

- Implemented best practice in child protection processes, employing a full 

time Safeguarding Manager to manage the organisation’s vetting systems, 

and to ensure the Company is fully compliant with all legal requirements 

&  legislative Acts  

- Best possible Financial Health Check rating by Sport NI   

- Reviewed twice annually by Sport Ireland  

- Extensive governance review by Deloitte on behalf of Sport Ireland with 

zero outstanding significant issues. 

 

The Board of the IABA have committed that they will declare code 

compliance by the end of this year. The status of this is currently at 92% and 

it is now down to the board to ensure the final matters are addressed and 

declare code compliance.  

 

This committee should be aware that last June, I requested that Sport Ireland 

commission a robust independent review of the governance of the IABA, 



Further, we believe this committee is aware that this review is currently 

ongoing. 

 

 The agreed scope of the review is as follows: 

  

1. An external assessment of the IABA’s governance model  

2. Assessment of implementation of the governance code, and a review of 

cultures and behaviours with the IABA structures including Board, 

Council and Provisional structures. 

3. Assess the extent to which the governance model supports the needs of 

boxing and its members  

4. Identify any additional considerations to facilitate the effective 

governance of the IABA going forward  

 

Given our extremely good standing with SI the statutory body for sport in 

this country, we are disappointed that this Governance review has not been 

allowed to be completed before being asked in here today.  

 

 

 


