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Dear Chairperson, 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the additional heads that are being incorporated into 

the Online Safety and Media Regulation Bill. Screen Producers Ireland (SPI) will respond to the Heads 

that have an impact on the work of our member companies. 

To reiterate the potential that is presented by the Bill, SPI believes this opportunity to introduce 

investment obligations and levies based on the turnover of media services based in Ireland, and also 

those targeting Irish audiences from other EU Member States, needs to be utilised as soon as possible. 

Every year the Government does not introduce the financial obligations is investment lost from the 

creation of original Irish content, developing Irish creative talent, employment in the creative sector 

and potential investment in the regions. 

SPI is very grateful to the Committee for all their hard work during the pre-legislative scrutiny process 

so far, and we look forward to seeing the final report when it is published. We look forward to further 

engagement on this sectorally critical Bill over the coming months. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

________________________ 

Susan Kirby 

 

SPI response to additional heads: 

Head 1 Closure of RTÉ Aertel 

The official closing of RTÉ Aertel is long overdue and will allow RTÉ to focus its limited resources on 

areas of growth for the broadcaster. 

However, the simple fact that the closure of RTÉ Aertel takes a legislative change indicates one of the 

fundamental challenges of the Broadcasting Act 2009 which is the overly defined requirements it 

places on public service media and broadcasters. 

Future reviews of the Act need to take into consideration the flexibility needed to operate as a PSM 

today and look to give more flexible on certain areas of their operations.   

 

Head 3 Prominence of Public Service Content 
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SPI supports the principle of the prominence of Public Service Content across media services and 

devices. 

Irish independent production companies make the vast majority of TG4’s total output and the majority 

of RTÉ’s primetime output, and a smaller amount of Virgin Media Television’s output. 

Any moves to give due prominence to RTE, TG4 and VMT will support the independent sector as more 

people are aware of the content that is being created. 

SPI supports the regulator putting in place strict rules for media services and devices to follow in 

order to comply with this head. 

The greater prominence given to the Public Service Content will mean that more consumers are aware 

of original Irish content which is available on their device / platform they view their content. This is 

ever more important given the dominance of international streamers and platforms content today. 

 


