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Mr. Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire, T.D., 
Committee on Social Protection, Community  
and Rural Development and the Islands, 
Leinster House, 
Dublin 2. 
 
Dear Deputy, 
 
At the Select Committee on 24 January, during consideration of amendments to the Social 
Welfare and Civil Law (Liable Relatives and Child Maintenance) Bill 2023, you requested 
clarification relating to designated centres for accommodating beneficiaries of temporary 
protection. 
 
I wish to confirm that once the legislation is enacted, I will designate certain contracted 
accommodation centres for beneficiaries of temporary protection (BOTPs) as accommodation 
centres under the new policy. Those Ukrainians arriving in Ireland after a certain date who seek 
access to state supported accommodation for 90 days can avail of fully supported 
accommodation (all services provided) in a designated centre. My Department has been 
preparing for policy change by identifying suitable centres for designation. 
  
At this time the Department has line of sight to 3,200 beds in accommodation centres which will 
be used on a phased basis, with the first two commencing being  and 

 Three further centres will come through the refurbishment programme 
and the intention is to use them as designated centres. Arrangements for one further centre are 
being finalised. Based on current trends in those arriving to Ireland seeking accommodation the 
identified capacity is sufficient for start of new policy.  
  
I can designate existing contracted BOTP accommodation centres as accommodation centres 
also where capacity has decreased due to departures from these centres. It is not the intention 
that those arriving under the new policy will share accommodation centres with those already 
availing of state supported accommodation in Ireland. 
  
Capacity within designated centres will be limited and communication of this capacity will be 
shared to inform travel decisions of BOTPs.  
 
 
Roderic O’Gorman, T.D., 
Minister for Children, Equality, Disability 
Integration and Youth 
 
       January 2024 
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