
 

 

From: John Finnegan (DECC) <John.Finnegan@decc.gov.ie>  

Sent: Thursday 7 December 2023 12:31 

To: Social Protection, Community and Rural Development and the Islands <spcri@oireachtas.ie> 

Subject: Joint Committee on Social Protection, Community and Rural Development and the Islands - 

Meeting on water and energy connections in rural areas - 6th December 2023 

 

Dear Caoímhe 

 

I appeared at the above Committee meeting yesterday on behalf of DECC. During my responses to 

questions I offered to provide the Committee with some more details on the current actions that 

DECC is taking to ensure that the Government’s 2030 targets for renewable energy are met. This was 

to provide reassurance in the wake of media comments earlier in the week that some industry 

stakeholders were not confident that these targets will be met. A comprehensive Government-led 

renewable electricity programme is underway – to build on success to date and to deliver on our 

80% target. Two cross-Government and Agency Task Forces have been established to support his 

programme, for offshore wind delivery and for onshore renewables. 

 

Developing the national grid 

 

The national electricity grid will provide the backbone for reaching this target. In July Eirgrid, the 

transmission system operator, published the updated version of ‘Shaping Our Electricity Future’ – a 

roadmap for an electricity system that will incorporate 80% renewable electricity by 2030 and 

comply with our Sectors Emissions Ceilings. EirGrid, as part of its work, has identified over 350 

projects to be delivered at transmission system level. The CRU (Commission for Regulation of 

Utilities), as the independent regulator, has sanctioned a €4 billion capital investment spend on the 

grid up to 2025 – to make this happen.  

 

Reform of the planning system 

 

The Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications and the Department of Housing 

are working closely on a range of policy measures to support the further roll-out of renewable 

electricity, including the Renewable Electricity Spatial Policy Framework and the revised Wind 

Energy Development Guidelines. 

 



The Government has introduced significant planning reform through the Planning and Development 

Bill, 2023. This will: 

• Improve consistency and alignment throughout all tiers of planning; 

• Provide for the significant restructuring and resourcing of An Bord Pleanála, which will be 

renamed An Coimisiún Pleanála; 

• Provide increased certainty across the planning system, through the introduction of 

statutory timelines for decision-making, including for the first time for An Coimisiún Pleanála. These 

timelines will be introduced on a phased basis and it is expected that timelines for Strategic 

Infrastructure Developments, including renewable energy projects, will be introduced first. 

 

Since October 2021, the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage has agreed to 117 

new staffing posts in An Bord Pleanála. Significant resources will continue to be allocated to ensure 

that the full complement of staff is in place to ensure effective delivery in this key area. 

 

It is intended that when all the approved posts are filled, over 300 people will be employed by An 

Coimisiún Pleanála, which will represent an increase of over 50% in staffing since 2021. Included in 

this is the Marine and Climate Unit, which will be pivotal to our climate action plans, and has 

approval for 23 posts. 

 

Offshore Wind 

 

DECC is advancing plans to allocate seabed for delivery beyond 2030. The ongoing Designated 

Maritime Area Plan (DMAP) process on the South Coast seeks to identify seabed areas both for 

development by 2030 and post 2030. The DMAP is a deliberative process which seeks to deliver the 

optimum location for offshore wind development through a public participation and an ecosystem 

approach to spatial constraint mapping. Furthermore, both WEI and the European wind industry 

representative body re supportive of this approach, with the later stating in September that ‘The 

centralised tender approach should be the primary vehicle in meeting national offshore wind 

targets.’ 

 

In addition, on 20th November, as part of a co-ordinated launch with member countries of the North 

Seas Energy Cooperation, Ireland published a schedule of offshore wind auctions to 2030, totalling 

over 13GW of capacity to be deployed by 2040. https://energy.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-

11/231117%20NSEC%20tender%20planning%20-%20November%202023_0.pdf  This is additional to 

the 3GW awarded in ORESS 1, and exclusive to the maritime basins within the NSEC area (the Irish 

and Celtic Seas). Ireland’s total offshore wind target for 2040 (including the Atlantic basin) remains 

20GW. 

 



Ireland is delivering our climate and energy ambitions for offshore wind energy through a number of 

overlapping phases. This plan-led approach will ensure that development of offshore renewable 

energy is managed in a planned, strategic, economical and sustainable way. The Department leads a 

cross-Departmental Offshore Wind Delivery Taskforce – established to drive delivery and capture 

wider and longer-term economic and business opportunities associated with the development of 

offshore renewables in Ireland. This includes the identification of supporting infrastructure 

development and supply chain opportunities as Ireland’s offshore wind industry is developed. 

 

Ireland’s first offshore wind auction, ORESS 1, took place earlier this year. Over 3GW of capacity has 

been procured from four offshore wind projects under ORESS1, which is enough to power over 2.5 

million Irish homes. In the first half of 2024, these projects will make planning applications to An 

Bord Pleanála, which has been resourced with a dedicated marine directorate to process these 

applications. These developments come under Ireland’s Phase One approach to offshore wind 

energy developments. 

 

Our second offshore wind energy auction, ORESS 2.1, is set to launch in 2024. ORESS 2.1 will be the 

first auction to take place in Phase Two and will procure up to 900MW of capacity from a State-

selected provisional ‘designated area’ - a ‘Designated Maritime Area Plan’ (DMAP) off Ireland’s south 

coast. Grid requirements for both offshore auctions have been identified and they are not 

anticipated to cause delays to delivery. 

 

Work is also continuing on a longer-term offshore energy resource assessment of our sea area and 

this strategy will form a key building block of the future, long-term model for the offshore renewable 

energy sector in Ireland. This long-term model and vision for offshore renewable energy in Ireland is 

called the Future Framework. This policy will be published for consultation in January and will set out 

a framework for the delivery of 30GW of offshore wind by 2050. The final Future framework will be 

co-published with DETE’s Industrial Strategy for Offshore Wind by end-Q1 2024 

 

Thank you and best regards 

 

John 

 

 

John Finnegan 

Principal Officer 

Hydrogen Policy, Electricity Networks and Systems 
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