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I am the Principal Officer responsible for Renewable Electricity in the Department of the 

Environment, Climate and Communications. I am accompanied by my colleague John 

Finnegan who is Principal Officer for the Electricity Networks and Systems Division. We will 

use our opening remarks to address the topic of community sustainable energy for our 

offshore islands and in particular the opportunities for renewable electricity generation as 

well as a number of specific issues related to the electricity network that the Committee has 

indicated it would like to discuss. 

The Climate Action Plan 2021 sets a roadmap for taking decisive action to ensure that up to 

80% of our electricity will come from renewable sources by 2030. In this context, a key 

priority is enabling citizen and community participation in the energy transition across the 

country, including rural communities on our offshore islands.  

There are a range of measures outlined in the Climate Action Plan to increase the rollout of 

renewables on the grid to achieve help these aims, but I will highlight a few areas that are 

relevant to the topic of today’s meeting.  

The Renewable Electricity Support Scheme, or RESS, is an auction-based support scheme to 

support the rollout of grid scale renewable electricity. The first RESS auction (RESS-1) for 

onshore wind and solar successfully concluded in September 2020 with 63 projects 

progressing through delivery milestones to energisation by the end of 2023. Following on 

from that first auction, the RESS 2 auction is scheduled to take place in May 2022 with 

further onshore and offshore auctions planned.  



A core aspect of the RESS is the provision of pathways for communities to participate in 

renewable electricity generation. The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) has 

developed a number of toolkits and a trusted intermediary service to begin to assist 

communities in the development of their own projects. The first four of these toolkits, 

covering grid connection, Solar PV, the planning process and onshore wind, are available on 

the SEAI website, with more to be developed in the coming months. A trusted intermediary 

service is also now in place to assist community projects. A trusted advisory service, for 

expert financial, grid and planning advice, and financial enabling grant supports are also to 

be delivered in Q2 2022. 

Micro- and Small-Scale Generation will also have a key role to play in helping us to achieve 

our overall renewable electricity and climate targets and will allow island citizens and 

communities to take part in the energy transition.  

In that respect, the introduction of the Clean Export Guarantee (CEG) tariff represents the 

first phase of a comprehensive enabling framework for micro-and small-scale generators in 

Ireland that allows them to receive payment from their electricity supplier for all excess 

renewable electricity they export to the grid, which reflects the market value of the 

electricity.  

The Micro-generation Support Scheme (MSS), approved by Government on 21 December 

2021, provides capital grants for new domestic installations and will also provide grants for 

new small non-domestic solar PV installations later this year.  

Larger non-domestic users, including farms, businesses, schools and community buildings, 

who install new larger installations can avail of a Clean Export Premium tariff which will 

provide a fixed tariff for 15 years for electricity exported to the grid in conjunction with the 

Clean Export Guarantee.  

The Climate Action Plan 2021 also commits to the development of a support scheme for 

small-scale generators, i.e., above 50kW but smaller than those supported by the RESS. This 

is being progressed this year and is expected to become available in by early 2023. This 

scheme will enable larger businesses, farms and community projects to maximise their 

participation in the energy transition. 



In addition to these measures, through Ireland’s participation in the Clean Energy for EU 

Islands initiative, our rural island communities can be part of the clean energy transition of 

the more than 2,200 inhabited European islands.  I also note that we currently have 12 of 

Ireland’s offshore islands as member communities across the Sustainable Energy 

Communities Network.  

Electricity Grid  

Moving to the electricity network, the transformation required to meet the up to 80% 

renewable electricity target by 2030 will require significant investment in the electricity grid. 

In 2020 CRU, the energy regulator responsible for oversight of national electricity grid costs, 

sanctioned a €4 billion euro capital investment spend on the grid over the 2021-25 five-year 

period. EirGrid and ESB Networks, are using these funds to accommodate the high level of 

renewables being added to the system as well as the increased demands from the 

electrification of our heat and transport sectors. 

 

New and enhanced grid connections are provided in response to new investments in 

renewable generation. The “Enduring Connection Programme” from CRU sets out the 

framework for providing these connections to new generation projects. This programme 

provides for 115 connections applications to be processed by ESB Networks and Eirgrid each 

year from 2021 to 2023.  At least 15 of these applications are reserved for Community 

projects. Further applications up to a total of 30 are reserved for micro projects with a 

maximum capacity less than 500kw or self-supply projects.   

 

We understand that the members of the committee are anxious to ensure that the grid will 

be upgraded as necessary to grid to allow electricity to be exported from islands to the 

mainland. The intention of the Enduring Connection Programme in place is that the grid will 

be upgraded as and when needed to facilitate renewable generation on the islands, or indeed 

anywhere where there is potential for renewable power. 

 

The committee has raised the possibility of dual-purpose investments to upgrade water and 

electrical connections at the same time. As described, an upgrade to a grid connection would 

normally only be considered when a new renewable generation project was happening.  If a 



grid connection was being upgraded the potential to carry out work for water at the same 

time would have to be considered in detail at the time. 

 

The Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications is responsible for the 

delivery of policies and programmes in a number of areas including Energy Security, Natural 

Resources, Climate Action, Energy Efficiency,  Communications and Waste. 

 

Eirgrid is a State-owned company under the aegis of the Department that develops and 

operates the electricity transmission grid. The transmission grid connects large scale 

generators, large scale users and bulk supply points near cities and towns. 

 

ESB Networks is a division of the ESB. ESB is also under the aegis of the Department. ESB 

Networks finances, builds and maintains the transmission grid.  We carry out all the functions 

relating to the electricity distribution system. This includes planning, construction, 

maintenance and operation of the distribution networks, metering of customer end use. 

 

The Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU) is Ireland's independent energy and water 

regulator. CRU’s mission is to protect the public interest in Water, Energy and Energy Safety. 

CRU’s key functions, delivered under guiding legislation, are: 

 

• Economic Regulation of Energy;  

• Economic Regulation of Water; 

• Customer Complaints (Energy & Water); and, 

• Energy Safety Regulation. 

 

I thank the Committee for inviting myself and my colleague. We are happy to answer any 

questions. 


