
A Statement for the Joint Committee 

 

Greeting's members of the Oireachtas, T.C.S staff and fellow students. First and foremost, 

we would like to thank you all for letting us speak today. We truly appreciate this 

opportunity to share our insight on this challenging issue that faces the youths of today. 

Cyber bullying is an increasingly common issue that effects many young people in Ireland. It 

can have very serious mental health effects on users and has contributed to increased rates 

of depression. Youths that have been cyber bullied are 3 times more likely to commit 

suicide.  

In order to get a better view on the issue we surveyed Tallaght Community School. We 

found that an alarming 16% of students had experienced online bullying first hand, while 

26% of students knew of bullying occurring. 39% of people who knew of it, reported it to 

site administrators and 16% of cases were not resolved. We also found that most parents 

used different social media platforms than their kids. 

We believe it is important to find a way to tackle this issue without negatively affecting 

people’s experience of the internet or infringing on any rights. We don’t want people to feel 

as if the content they post online is being heavily regulated, however, it is vital that we 

protect young people from any malicious content targeted at them.  

Italy has the overall highest awareness of cyber bullying in the EU. This is likely because In 

May of 2017 Italian parliament passed legislation which clearly defined and condemned 

cyber bullying. The legislation made it illegal to use the internet to threaten, offend or 

slander anyone under the age of 18. The law also stated that victims of cyber bullying were 

entitled to get malicious content taken down within a 48 hour time period.  

We recommend that the Irish Parliament passes a law similar to Piccio’s law, which requires 

social media sites to remove harmful, malicious content targeted at young people. We also 

recommend launching a Cyber Safety campaign targeted to parents. The campaign should 

educate parents on internet safety, cyber bullying and should focus on helping parents 

understand what their children are going through online, as we understand that not all 

parents experienced social media growing up. 

The internet, the great online is perhaps the most brilliant yet dangerous creation of all 

time. It should be enjoyed by all, but like all things it has its downsides. We hope that by 

sharing our insight with the committee we can help tackle these issues so the internet can 

be a positive safe environment, for learning, connecting and inspiring.  

Thank you for listening. 

Rory Hynes, Yoanna Ivanova, Jake Bushe  
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Cyber-Bulling & Online Safety

Cyber-bulling is a growing issue for the younger 
generations.

Lack of regulation and legislation to protect young 
people online.

Cyber bullied children are three times more likely to 
attempt suicide than their non-bullied peers. (Cilter,2021)



Key Findings:

16% experienced 
cyber bullying 

directly

26% knew 
someone who was 

cyber bullied

39% reported this 
abuse to site 

administrator

16% of abuse was 
not removed

33% been sent or 
requested to send 

sexual pictures

70% believe 
internet safety 

should be explored 
in the curriculum

Parents do not use 
the same social 

media platforms 
as their children.



How to Tackle the Issue
Rights-Based Approach:

RIGHT TO FREELY EXPRESS 
CONVICTIONS/OPINIONS 

IS PARAMOUNT.

PRESERVING PEOPLE’S 
EXPERIENCE OF THE INTERNET.

FOCUS ON REGULATING 
MALICIOUS CONTENT



Our Recommendations (Italy Case Study) :

Italy has the overall highest awareness of cyber bullying in the EU (statista.com).

Pass legislation which clearly defines and condemns cyber bullying (Piccio's Law).

Make it illegal to subject a minor to cyber harassment, insulting posts or defamatory 
comments must be removed from social media sites within 48 hours.

Victims can appeal to an independent privacy guarantor which will intervene with the site’s 
management.

Target parents with a cyber safety information campaign.



Questions ?
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