
 

 

Opening remarks: Jack Byrne Chair: Craol Community Radio Ireland. 

 

 

Thank you for this opportunity to introduce ourselves. 

 

I am Jack Byrne Chair of Craol, Community Radio Ireland.  

 

There are 21 community radio stations across the country with a further 10 

developing. 

 

The 2009 Broadcasting Act recognises community media as a distinct strand of 

media in Ireland, identifying geographical community and community of interest 

stations.  

Each community station is democratically owned and managed by the community, 

and operate as not-for-profit entities, they are required in law to provide a ‘Social 

Benefit’ to the community served.  

 

This network of stations protect plurality in media, and their content ensures more 

diversity in terms of voices and opinions. 

 

Community media are an important and growing element of the media ecosystem 

around the world and linked through national and international associations. 

 

We ask in particular that you consider the following. 

 

We would like to see the facility of ‘special interest’ media being re-introduced.  

Legislation should provide the regulator with the powers to decide on a case by case 

basis, which applicants belong in which category. Those that do not fall under the 

public, commercial or community sectors, should be located in a separate category, 

previously called, ‘Special Interest.’ 
 

Technological developments and convergence have revolutionised the means of 

production and dissemination of content across all platforms. New legislation can 

grasp these opportunities.  

For example: a series of virtual, Community Media Hubs could cover the country 

providing all citizens who wish it, an opportunity to express themselves and create 

beneficial content across all platforms.  Community Media Hubs will be the ‘last 

mile’ in delivering beneficial, public service content to people and organisations. 

These Hubs will require resources to support  the production and dissemination 

process, but would be a cost-effective means of making digital media opportunities 

available to all citizens.  



 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 


