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The Impact of Covid 19 on the Hospitality Sector 

 

The Vintners’ Federation of Ireland welcome the opportunity to address this Joint Committee today 

and thank you for that offer. 

Firstly, we would like to express our deepest sympathy and condolences to those who have lost loved 

ones to this pandemic over the past year. From the very beginning we have urged all our members to 

support and adhere to the public health measures in place at any given time. 

The VFI represents 4,000 family owned, family run, small businesses in every parish, town and city 

outside Dublin County. The majority of these businesses have been closed now for over a year except 

for a two week trading period last September and those who have a food operation. 

It is not just these families that are suffering – it is their staff, the musicians that play in the premises, 

the comedians who perform in the venues, the suppliers, big and small, of both food and drink, the 

service people who ensure refrigeration and other services are running to required standards. That list 

is endless. 

Members and those dependent on them for livelihoods are suffering both financially and mentally. 

No business can be financially healthy if closed for a full year. Yes, the government supports have 

been welcome and helpful. However, they are a long way short of meeting all the on-going out flows 

of cash. Bills continue to fall through the letter box – insurance, energy (all of the related government 

taxes and levies in particular), service costs like broadband, alarms, pest control etc.  

That is before we look at financing and banking activity. Some of the banks, despite their soft public 

words, are certainly not being supportive to the level required. 

The Sector now needs: 

• A doubling of the CRSS to help businesses be in place when re-opening happens, and 

• A substantial restart grant prior to opening 

On re-opening there needs to be 

• An extension of EWSS until March 31st 2022 

• An extension of the CRSS for those businesses categorised as able to open but trading at less 

than 25% of normal. 

• An extension of the waiver on commercial rates until March 31st 2022 

• An extension of the 9% VAT rate to 2025 

• A system of making finance available to those who want it at very low interest rates over a 10 

year period but outside the main banking structure 

This past year has been very challenging mentally. Publicans, by their nature, are used to dealing and 

mixing with people. When you combine that loss with the financial concerns and worries it is not a 

good recipe. 

The pressures have been exacerbated by a lack of clear messaging over the past year. On a number of 

occasions publicans were ready to open, stock in place at serious cost, staff at the ready only for the 

rug to be pulled at the last minute. 



At a time when government were advising the public to mind their mental health they were the cause 

of adverse mental health effects in this sector. The artificial divide created between food and non-food 

pubs also created unnecessary divisions and pressures. 

The sector now needs a clear roadmap outlining the conditions that need to be in place for re-opening 

– level of vaccination, community transmission, hospitalisation etc. Hope is needed. There is none. 

Such a roadmap would provide hope and help to reduce stress levels. 

Additionally we need a clear statement from government that all hospitality outlets will be allowed 

open at the same time, under the same conditions and subject to the same sanctions. No more divides 

between food and non-food. 

The challenges have been, and are, great. The sector has been impacted more than most. However 

with the proper supports and a clear roadmap we will come out the other side ready and willing to be 

that hub in the community again, to be that employer of people again, to be the provider of 

opportunity to musicians and entertainers again and to playing an integral part in a recovering tourism 

offering. 

Thank you for the opportunity to set out our position and we are willing to address any questions you 

may have. 

 


