
 
We want to thank the Committee for the invitation to speak today on behalf of Screen Producers 
Ireland about the impact of COVID19 on Ireland’s dynamic Film and Television industry.  
 
Screen Producers Ireland is the national organisation of independent film, television and animation 
production companies, representing the entrepreneurs, employers and achievers, the creative 
driving force behind Ireland’s Screen content industries.  
 
SPI represents everybody from first time producers, to producers of large-scale high-end  feature 
film and TV Drama, Factual and Entertainment programming for the domestic and International 
markets.  
 
Our member companies produce some of the most successful and popular factual and 
entertainment television on our screens. Shows like Ear to the Ground produced by Indie Pics, The 
Hunger produced by Tyrone Productions,  After School Hub by Macalla Teo and Pablo by Paper Owl 
Films have captured audiences of all ages. 
 
Our Film and TV Drama producers have gained well deserved international recognition and awards 
around the world for content like Normal People, produced by Element Pictures, Black 47 produced 
by Wild Atlantic Pictures and The Other Lamb by my colleagues company Subotica Films. 
  
At the outset we would like to recognise the support for our sector that has been provided through 
increased funding to Screen Ireland, the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland Sound and Vision Fund, 
TG4 and other business supports that have sustained our production companies since March 2020. 
 
None the less as with all sectors, the independent production sector found itself in an extremely 
difficult position due to Covid-19 when the first lockdown was announced. 
 
A snapshot survey conducted by SPI in April found that - 24 productions had to stand down, 59 
delayed their production start date, 800 workers were laid off which resulted in €20 Million in 
unpaid wages, while insurance companies put up road blocks to access funding. 
 
SPI worked closely with Industry Stakeholders, including Screen Ireland and Screen Skills Ireland to 
develop Return to Production Guidelines, for all genres of content allowing productions to continue 
under level 5 restrictions.  
 
These guidelines operated whether no matter what the size of the cast, crew or budget. So from 10 
person short films to 700 person TV Dramas, the same guidelines were followed – regardless of the 
cost. Cast and crew safety was paramount. 
 
At this point I would like to talk to you about the experience of my own production company as we 
set out to make content while adhering to COVID19 protocols. 
 
Coco Content have been in business since 1986 and we produce some of Irelands favourite award-
winning programmes like Room to Improve, First Dates Ireland, Home Rescue, St Patrick’s Festival, 
Open for Business etc. 
 
We also produce land mark documentaries telling Irish stories, Eliza Lynch the Queen of Paraguay, 
about a Cork woman who in the 1860’s was the wealthiest woman in the World. (there’s Cork for 
ye), or 1916 The Irish Rebellion narrated by Liam Neeson, which has screened in over 60 countries. 
 



Production during Covid, is difficult and time consuming, imagine policing First Dates ensuring there 
are no hugs or kisses, or Dermot Bannon not allowed to walk in to somebody’s kitchen! 
 
St Patrick’s Festival was cancelled on the 12th March with a huge infrastructure to shut down, the 
only noise being the Insurers running for cover behind the small print. 
 
In short production takes more time and money reducing profit which means less funds available to 
invest in new ideas, the life blood of our industry 
 
We have circulated briefing documents to the members, which includes our recommendations on 
supporting the industry post COVID19. 
 
The purpose of recommendations is to bring more productions back, employ more cast and crew so 
that we can create more original Irish and international content for audiences to enjoy and help to 
reboot the economy. 
 
While all in society hope that the public health measures required will be short to medium term in 
nature, we are asking the Committee to look beyond this to ensure the long-term sustainability of 
the independent production sector. 
 
 
 


