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Thank you for the invitation to attend this meeting today and to engage in a 

discussion about the Future of Public Service Broadcasting.  

Each day a massive 3.9 million people listen to radio in Ireland. 

Of all the time spent listening to radio by these people during prime-time 

hours, 68.6% is spent listening to the member stations of IBI.  

While commercial entities, the stations which are represented by IBI, all 

provide important public service broadcasting output. 

I know from the comments made by the members of this Committee at your 

meeting with Minister Martin last week, that there is a keen appreciation of 

the role, importance and value of the service provided by our stations. 

We welcome the establishment of the Commission on the Future of Media and 

the recognition of the need for change to ensure the sustainability in a rapidly 

changing media landscape of the public service broadcasting provided by 

ourselves and RTE.  

We look forward to participating in it. 

However, we believe that the hearings of the Commission, the production of a 

report, the consideration of the report by this Committee and the Oireachtas, 

the drafting, passing and implementation of legislation will not be a speedy 

process and will not be completed until at least the second half of 2022. 

We cannot wait that long.  

We need action now to enable the survival of our services through the 

protracted Covid crisis which has intensified the already severe threats being 

faced by our broadcasters.  

You, the Government and the Minister cannot wait for the conclusion of the 

Commission on Media process to take action to ensure the survival of Irish 

broadcasting. If you do it will be too late for many. 



Our sector is grateful for the special measures brought in for our sector which 

helped us weather the initial Covid trauma in the Spring and Summer 

This consisted of a special purpose Sound and Vision Scheme which was 

introduced for our stations to support programming related to providing vital 

localised public service information.  

This provided a special €2.5 million fund distributed to stations who committed 

to specific public service programmes up to a period lasting into the early 

Autumn. This money is now spent.  

The Broadcasting Levy was also suspended for the first 6 months of this year 

and this too was enormously welcome. The levy was reintroduced from July. 

Be in no doubt –these supports enabled our stations to continue to provide 

vital broadcasting services.  

The investment by the government in advertising on our stations was also 

hugely welcome. 

All of this allowed stations to avoid having to implement widespread job cuts 

and reduction of services during the first wave of the pandemic in the early 

Spring 

When the previous Minister put these measures in place, we all thought 

somewhat optimistically that things would have returned to some sort of 

normal by the commercially crucial 4th Quarter of this year.  

However normal business activity is a long way away. 

We are spending November, the most commercially important month of the 

year for our commercial operations, in Level 5 lockdown and the support 

measures have lapsed months ago. 

We urgently need a resumption of the Sound and Vision type fund to support 

public service output on our stations. 

For clarity – last week at this Committee the Minister mentioned the most 

recent provision of an extra €2 million to the Sound and Vision Scheme as part 

of the July Stimulus package. There was some discussion here over the timing 

of decisions in relation to this and when this money would be distributed. It 



would have been possible to draw the inference that this money represents 

additional funding for our stations. 

This is not the case. This money is not applicable to our members, it specifically 

relates to other sectors of the industry and cannot be used by us for sustaining 

the type of programming needed during Covid. 

In relation to the Levy – in the current circumstances we urgently need to have 

the Broadcasting Levy waived again until such time as the necessary legislation 

to abolish it – as we have been promised as far back as 2016 - can be 

implemented.  

To conclude - my central points are: 

We welcome the establishment of the Commission of Media but warn that 

action to support our sector cannot await the conclusion of this process 

All indicators point to the continuation of the disruption caused by Covid 

regrettably continuing deep into 2021.  

The independent radio sector urgently needs further assistance to ensure that 

we can continue to provide the valuable broadcasting services we provide 

throughout this country for the duration of the crisis. 

And so, we are seeking the resumption of special funding for public service 

content on our stations and the suspension of the Broadcasting levy until this 

can be addressed in legislation. 

We are meeting with Minister Martin on this coming Monday and we look 

forward to that. 

We very much welcome the acknowledgement by Minister Martin at this 

Committee of the importance of the services we provide. 

We were heartened by her pledge to work with us to ensure that we survive 

this current crisis and can continue to play a key role in the national effort to 

battle with and overcome the Covid challenge. 

But the situation is very urgent, time is of the essence and action speaks louder 

than words. We ask for your continued support. 


