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Opening Statement 
 
Ranae von Meding 
Chairperson, Senators, Deputies, on behalf of Equality for Children, I thank you for the 
opportunity to present to you today.  
 
My name is Ranae von Meding, I am the CEO of Equality for Children, a not-for-profit, 
volunteer led organisation which represents hundreds of LGBTQ+ families across Ireland.  
 
Equality for Children was formed in 2019 with the intention to fight for equal treatment  of 
children born to LGBTQ+ families in Ireland, through donor assisted conception and 
surrogacy. 
 
I am also, and more importantly a proud same sex parent to two daughters with my wife 
Audrey. Ava is 5 and Arya is 3. 
 
This committee has been established to look at the issue of international surrogacy.  
 
Today’s session has been convened to look at, amongst other things, the retrospective 
recognition of international surrogacy.  
 
You have heard from our close friends at Irish Gay Dads about how surrogacy can be 
regulated in an ethical way and how the lack of regulation affects same sex-male couples who 
have children through international surrogacy.  
  
However, international surrogacy is not an option for Irish same-sex female couples. 
 
currently and in the proposed legislation Parental rights through international surrogacy are 
only awarded through the biological male parent.  
 
This means that there is no path to parenthood for two women who may need to access 
surrogacy. 
 
As far as we are aware, there are no children born to same sex female couples via international 
surrogacy who require retrospective recognition.  
 
Today, we are asking you to ensure not only,  

 That same-sex male couples can access international surrogacy,  
 That children already born and conceived through surrogacy to same-sex male 

couples are included in the legislation, but also,  
 To ensure that same-sex female couples can access international surrogacy, and to  
 Ensure that all those LGBTQ+ families left out of current and proposed legislation do 

not continue to be left in legal limbo. 

 
We are asking that the Committee make recommendations that will amend the draft Assisted 
Human Reproduction Bill and amend the Children and Families Relationships Act to include 
all children born to LGBTQ+ parents through international surrogacy and donor assisted 
conception. 
 
I will now hand over to my colleague Mary O’Dwyer, Director of Equality for Children and 
practising barrister who will outline the current position of countless LGBTQ+ families across 
Ireland. 
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Maeve Delargy 
Chairperson, Senators, Deputies, on behalf of Equality for Children, I thank you for the 
opportunity to present to you today.  
 
My name is Maeve Delargy and I am a member of Equality for Children, solicitor, and mother 
to two little girls with my partner.  
 
As Ranae noted, Equality for Children strongly endorses the submission from Irish Gay Dads 
on how to ensure that same-sex male parents are not excluded from legislation on domestic 
and international surrogacy.  
  
Additionally, we are here today to highlight to you that, international surrogacy is and remains 
entirely unavailable to same-sex female couples in Ireland. This can be addressed in one of 
two ways in the upcoming AHR legislation:  

1. Creating a pathway for parental rights to be assigned in an international surrogacy 
situation where there is double-donor conception. 

2. Allowing an intended female parent who uses their own egg to create their child to 
establish parental rights through DNA evidence.  

 
As today’s session focuses on protecting the rights and regularising the position of existing 
children born through international surrogacy, it would be remiss of us not to point out that 
hundreds of children same-sex female couples across Ireland continue to be excluded from 
any legislation.  
 
The children who continue to live in legal limbo are:  
 
1. Children of same-sex male or female couples born outside of Ireland through surrogacy or 
DAHR 
2. Children conceived by same-sex couples in a non-clinical setting  
3. Children conceived by same-sex couples using a known donor prior to May 2020 
4. Children of same-sex female couples conceived outside of Ireland after May 2020 
 
We urge you in your report to recommend that these gaps are also addressed in the upcoming 
AHR Bill. 
 
Thank you and we welcome your questions. 

 


