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Opening Statement 

 

Good afternoon, my name is Dr. Martina Cleary. I am the founder of Clare Pyrite Action Group and an 

impacted homeowner in County Clare. Over the past two years my life as an academic and researcher 

based in TUS (Technological University of the Shannon), has been completely impacted and also 

transformed by the discovery of Defective Concrete Blocks in my own home. On August 1st, 2020, 

following a misdiagnosis by engineers, including those appointed by my insurance company, crumbling 

and rotting blocks were discovered behind the render of my small bungalow. In that moment my life 

changed, and the sustained nightmare of coming to terms with this began. The first shock was hearing 

from a local IS 465 engineer ten days later, that my home had suspected deleterious materials either 

pyrite or mica. That the damage was serious and would definitely worsen and while there was help 

available in Mayo and Donegal, there was no assistance whatsoever for homeowners in County Clare. 

When I asked if he had seen this problem in other houses, this engineer confirmed he had, in at least 

40-50 in the Clare/Limerick region.  

The horror of discovering your home has this problem is impossible to fully describe to those who 

haven’t experienced this journey. It includes sleepless nights, fear of the danger, a continuous struggle 

to not only come to terms with the loss of your home, but also to try to understand how this could have 

ever happened. As an academic my immediate reaction, my default mode, is to investigate, to try and 

understand what exactly I am dealing with, and also to find solutions (if any), to avoid spending my 

retirement living in a mobile home or shed in my garden.  

There weren’t many doors that readily opened. During the first three weeks I was passed from one 

official to the next, one office to another. Contact with the Local Authority, The Pyrite Remediation 

Board, local solicitors, the Dept of the Minister and even local TD’s all came to nothing. There was no 

Pyrite in County Clare. There was no grant in County Clare. There were no answers to be had. Nothing 

further for me to do but go away and give up. That is not in my nature. 

On Sept 4th, 2020, I set up the Clare Pyrite Action Group, with a membership of one. By November I 

had been contacted by 25 similarly impacted homeowners. Within six months the number had grown 

to over 50. Today there are 90 members registered with CPAG, and through sustained research and 

the ongoing Campaign, I have been able to identify 1025 potentially impacted private homes, 17 private 

housing estates, 5 LA housing estates and 11 larger scale public and private dwellings. This is only the 

beginning.  



After a sustained campaign, which has been arduous and relentless, on 14th June 2022, the 

Government finally admitted Clare to the DCB Grant Scheme. A milestone and achievement for every 

single person who has worked hard to secure this admission over the past two years.  

 

There is most definitely Pyrite in County Clare, and now we know, on a far wider scale than was ever 

anticipated. While it is a relief and a moment to acknowledge the achievement of every single one of us 

in getting this far, CPAG have followed the ongoing campaigns and situation in both Donegal and Mayo 

very carefully over the past year. While glad to be finally included, and this includes having the 

opportunity to speak to this Committee today, we are also very concerned about a number of issues in 

the proposed new Scheme. In the moment of arrival, of finally getting here, it is deeply disappointing 

and worrying to discover that this Grant may not be fit for purpose after all.  

 

 


