
 

 

 

 

 

23rd June 2022 

 

Opening statement to Oireachtas Joint Committee on Housing, Local Government and 

Heritage 

 

Remediation of Dwellings damaged by the Use of Defective Concrete Blocks Bill 

 

Chairperson, Deputies and Senators,  

 

Thank you for the invitation to participate in your meeting on matters raised under the 

Remediation of Dwellings damaged by the Use of Defective Concrete Blocks Bill. My name is 

Damien Owens and I am Registrar of Engineers Ireland and a Chartered Engineer. I would 

like to introduce Mr. Aidan O’Connell, Chartered Engineer, (joining us online) who is an 

engineer on the I.S. 465 register, and Mr. Alec McAllister, Associate Director of Advocacy 

and Engagement at Engineers Ireland. 

 

Engineers Ireland is one of the oldest and largest representative bodies on the island of 

Ireland, with over 25,000 members. This membership incorporates all disciplines of the 

engineering profession in Ireland: in consulting and contracting organisations, the public 

sector, semi-state bodies and educational institutes. Our members are organised into 

Regional branches, Engineering divisions and Societies. 

 

Engineers Ireland awards the professional title Chartered Engineer (CEng MIEI) in line with  

the Institution of Civil Engineers of Ireland (Charter Amendment) Act 1969. Chartered  

Engineers have been assessed by their peers as professionals in their field in delivering the  

highest standards of quality, expertise and innovation to serve the needs of society while  

ensuring public health and safety. They adhere to the Engineers Ireland Code of Ethics in all  

areas of their engineering practice. The registered professional title is recognised  

internationally and under Irish Law. According to the Building Control (Amendment)  

Regulations (SI 9 of 2014 & Code of Practice) [henceforth BC(A)R], Chartered Engineers are  

one of the three professions which may act as Assigned Certifiers. Engineers Ireland has also 

established and maintains registers of suitable qualified persons in specialist areas  

including:  

• IS 398 Pyrite Assessment and Remediation  

• Historical Landfill (Code of Practice: Environmental Risk Assessment for Unregulated  

Waste Disposal Sites (EPA, 2007))  

• IS 465 Mica and Pyrite  

  



 

 

 

Our members contribute to the development of national standards and policies with   

consultative groups across industry. Recent submissions include:  

• Draft Code of Practice for Fire Safety assessment of premises and buildings, 30 

March 2021. 

• Submission to Joint Oireachtas Committee on Professional Indemnity Insurance, 26 

May 2021. 

• Submission on Climate Action Plan, 18 May 2021. 

I.S. 465 - The Role of the Engineer on I.S. 465 Register  

The I.S. 465 standard (Section 1)  

a) Establishes a protocol for assessing and determining whether a building has 

  been damaged by concrete blocks containing excessive amounts of certain 

  deleterious materials (aggregate containing free or unbound muscovite mica 

  or potentially deleterious quantities of pyrite).  

b) Describes the methods for establishing the extent of the problem and  

  categorise dwellings.  

c) Describes the scope of any testing required and the evaluation of the  

  findings; and  

d) Provides the Chartered Engineer with guidance on the selection of the  

  appropriate remedial works to be undertaken.  

 

The role of the registrant, an engineer on the I.S. 465 register, as set out is purely to 

prescribe/oversee testing and provide guidance on appropriate remedial works. By virtue of 

being on the I.S. 465 register a registrant is not acting as an Assigned Certifier or in any 

other statutory role. In practice, it is reported that the role of registrants extends beyond 

purely engineering-related related work.  

 

In late 2018 Engineers Ireland was requested by the Department of Housing, Local 

Government & Heritage (DHLGH) to provide a training programme with the outcome of 

establishing and maintaining a Register of Engineers considered competent to assess 

buildings damaged due to precast concrete blocks containing certain deleterious materials 

in accordance with the Standard and hold professional indemnity insurance.  

This register lists Chartered Engineers who have the necessary direct professional 

experience, competency, and specialist training in accordance with the requirements set out 

in the Standard. There are currently in or around 30 Engineers on the register. 

 

Feedback from Registrants 

Engineers Ireland provided feedback based the experience on the operation of the Defective 

Concrete Blocks Scheme and surveys conducted by registrants on several hundred 

properties. This feedback included: 



 

 

 

1. Case for the extension of I.S. 465 and associated Grant Scheme beyond Donegal and 

Mayo, 16 December 2020 (here).  

2. Submission to the Working Group on the Defective Blocks Grant Scheme, 21 

September 2021 (here). 

The September 2021 submission provided a wide-ranging perspective on the operation of 

the DCB scheme. The overwhelming sentiment from registrants regarding the scheme was 

the lack of certainty concerning partial remediation and the liability for any second and 

subsequent investigation and remediation works. In addition, there was evidence that there 

was a potentially different mechanism of deterioration of concrete blocks. This aspect 

requires additional investigation to accurately characterise mechanisms of deterioration so 

that suitable remedies can be designed and implemented. 

 

Subsequent to these inputs, Engineers Ireland was invited to participate in the Expert Group 

on the Enhanced Defective Concrete Block Grant Scheme chaired by Mr. Paul Forde, 

Chartered Engineer, in February of this year. This afforded the opportunity for engineering 

practitioners to provide input to the revised scheme.  

 

Conclusion 

 

Engineers Ireland has worked with stakeholders to implement a register of experts for the 

implementation of IS 465 and provide feedback from registrants to enable continuous 

improvement. We welcome the attention that the Committee is giving to the Remediation 

of Dwellings damaged by the Use of Defective Concrete Blocks Bill and we look forward to 

working with the Committee, Government and other stakeholders towards an improved 

solution.  

 

Thank you. 

https://www.engineersireland.ie/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=9RCEycJyvvc%3D&portalid=0&resourceView=1#:~:text=Introduction-,I.S.,blocks%20containing%20certain%20deleterious%20materials
https://www.engineersireland.ie/listings/resource/653

