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Remediation of Dwellings Damaged by the Use of  
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Chief Executive Officer, The Housing Agency 

Thursday 23rd June 2022 

 
Chair, Members, we are pleased to assist the Committee in its discussion on the 

Remediation of Dwellings Damaged by the Use of Defective Concrete Blocks Bill 

2022. I am accompanied by my colleague Peadar Espey, The Housing Agency’s 

Programme Manager for the Defective Concrete Blocks Grant Scheme.  

 

About The Housing Agency 

The Housing Agency is a government body working with the Department of Housing, 

Local Government and Heritage, local authorities, and Approved Housing Bodies 

(AHBs) in the delivery of housing and housing services. 

 

The Agency’s vision is to achieve an integrated housing system, meeting the nation’s 

housing needs and promoting sustainable communities. Our work is framed under 

three broad themes: 

 
• Being a centre for housing knowledge; 

• Bridging housing supply and demand; and 

• Building capacity for housing. 

 
We provided evidence-based housing insights and data to inform policy making; we 

work with the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage, local 

authorities, and approved housing bodies to enable the delivery of housing solutions 

and to implement Government housing programmes; and we equip ourselves and our 

stakeholders with the capacity required to respond effectively to challenges in the 

housing system.  

http://www.housingagency.ie/
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Pyrite Remediation Scheme 

The Housing Agency has built up considerable technical expertise and knowledge 

relevant to the Defective Concrete Blocks Grant Scheme through our work in 

implementing the Pyrite Remediation Scheme since 2014.  

 

The Pyrite Remediation Scheme remediates dwellings that have been significantly 

damaged because of pyritic heave caused by the swelling of hardcore underground 

floor slabs. The Housing Agency is tasked with carrying out the remediation of 

properties accepted into the scheme. Almost 2,300 homes were remediated by the 

end of 2021.  

 

The technical and implementation experience gained by The Housing Agency has 

informed our approach to supporting homeowners, local authorities, and the 

Department of Housing under the Defective Concrete Blocks Grant Scheme.  

 

The Housing Agency’s Role in the Defective Blocks Grant Scheme 

The overall role of The Housing Agency is to make it easier for homeowners to 

access the scheme by taking on the financial cost of assessing and testing dwellings 

and by determining on behalf of the local authorities the appropriate remediation 

option and grant for each dwelling.  

 

A. Assessment of Applications 

The local authority is responsible for processing applications and for sending on 

validated applications, including the Building Condition Assessment (BCA) report, to 

The Housing Agency. 

 

The Housing Agency will review the BCA report and any visual inspection to 

determine if the home has met the damage threshold for entry to the grant scheme.  

If the damage threshold has been met, The Housing Agency will prioritise dwellings 

for assessment, testing and categorisation of damaged buildings incorporating 

concrete blocks containing certain deleterious materials in accordance with the Irish 

Standard (IS 465).  A consulting engineer engaged by The Housing Agency will 

undertake the assessments.  
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The Housing Agency will enter into an agreement with the homeowner to allow IS 

465 assessment, sampling, and testing of their home. The Housing Agency will 

determine the appropriate remediation option and the maximum grant amount based 

on the grant calculation methodology and rates provided in legislation.  

 

The Housing Agency’s determination will be communicated to the local authority. 

The local authority will then inform the homeowner of the outcome of their 

application.  

 

B. Designation of Specific Areas  

To assist with consideration of potential new areas for inclusion within the scheme, 

The Housing Agency will assess dwellings in local authority areas where it is 

suspected that defective concrete blocks may be present. The Housing Agency will 

use the protocols set out in IS 465 and submit findings and recommendations to the 

Minister. 

 

Staffing and Implementation Resources 

The Housing Agency has an in-house professional and technical team of 

experienced architects, engineers and surveyors who work with local authorities and 

Approved Housing Bodies. A number of this professional team have undertaken the 

Engineers Ireland IS 465 training programme. 

 

The Housing Agency is establishing a regional office in Donegal for the Defective 

Concrete Blocks Grant Scheme. A team of four staff will be supported by a quantity 

surveyor based in Dublin, and by the Agency’s administrative, finance and IT 

personnel. The Housing Agency will review staffing and resources based on the 

entry of additional administrative areas to the scheme.  

 

The Housing Agency will establish a framework of suitably qualified chartered 

engineers to assess, sample, test and categorise dwellings in accordance with IS 

465. Framework panels will be established with different lot sizes (i.e., bundles of 

homes to be tested). The regular rollout of mini competitions will ensure a continued 

flow of work to effectively deliver the programme. The Housing Agency has already  
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undertaken a market engagement survey of suitably qualified chartered engineers 

trained and registered in IS 465, with the assistance and co-operation of Engineers 

Ireland. 

 

Engagement with Local Authorities and Homeowners 

The Housing Agency has effectively engaged with Donegal County Council and 

Mayo County Council. We will similarly engage with Limerick City and County 

Council and Clare County Council. The Housing Agency provided three technical 

staff for the Expert Group, and we have participated in the weekly Homeowners’ 

Forum for the scheme. The Housing Agency has also provided technical support to 

homeowners to assist with their submission to the Expert Group.  

 

Conclusion 

The Housing Agency is committed to supporting people living in homes which are 

suspected of being affected by defective concrete blocks by making it as easy as 

possible for homeowners to access the scheme. Our involvement in the assessment, 

sampling and testing of dwellings will ensure a simplified, efficient, and cost-effective 

process for both homeowners and local authorities.  

 

The Housing Agency will work closely with all stakeholders to build confidence in the 

revised scheme. We will ensure that appropriate cost control and value for money 

measures are in place. We will collate data and support research to expand our 

knowledge of issues related to defective concrete blocks.  

 

Chair, we are happy to answer any questions which Members may have, or to 

provide further details as required. Thank you. 

 

ENDS 

 


