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We are calling on the Irish Government to amend Building Regulations, Part M 
2010 (Section 3 Access and Use) to raise accessibility standards for homes, so that 
all wheelchair users can access and use every area of their home from the 
wardrobe to the cooker. This Government must raise the mandatory baseline 
standards of wheelchair access in all new homes to incorporate all levels of access 
guidance as set out by the Centre for Excellence in Universal Design including UD, 
UD+ and UD++. 
 
Believe it or not, Part M of the Building Regulations only requires housing to be 
visitable for a wheelchair user but not liveable i.e. provide access to a habitable 
room and a toilet at entry level. Consider a 3-bed semi-detached house with a 
small toilet under the stairs and the bedrooms upstairs. 

A consequence of the current Part M regulations is the lack of availability of 
wheelchair liveable social housing and private housing in the community, 
resulting in wheelchair users being homeless, involuntarily living with family and 
friends, in nursing homes, not having control over their lives, as well as not having 
choices equal to others in society.  

 

 

 

ABOUT IWA www.iwa.ie  

Irish Wheelchair Association is a community of people with physical disabilities 
across Ireland founded on the belief that everyone should be able to live a life 
of choice and equality. 

Our services support people with physical disabilities to live independently, and 
our campaigns demand equal rights and opportunities for people with physical 
disabilities. 

The work of Irish Wheelchair Association is underpinned by the UN Convention 
on the rights of persons with a disability which was ratified by Ireland in 2018.  

http://www.iwa.ie/
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Article 19 recognises the right of disabled people to live in the community and 
to have the opportunity to choose their place of residence. Furthermore, Article 
28 includes the right of disabled people to access public housing programmes.   

“Housing is our great, great failure it is not a crisis but a disaster” (President MD 

Higgins) so for people with disabilities it is now a disaster within a disaster. 

People who have a mobility impairment and who are, or who may become, full-

time wheelchair users require appropriately designed and future-proofed 

housing that is located within mixed tenure sustainable housing developments, 

that are perceived to be safe, in locations of peoples’ choosing, and situated in 

close proximity to services, transport and family/friends.  

Currently, new dwellings are merely designed to be visitable under Ireland’s 

Building Regulations, Part M 2010 (Section 3 Access and Use).  

UNCRPD Article 31: Statistics and Data Collection  

The information collected in accordance with this article shall be disaggregated, 

as appropriate, and used to help assess the implementation of States Parties’ 

obligations under the present Convention and to identify and address the 

barriers faced by persons with disabilities in exercising their rights.  

 

 

Currently many local authorities cannot readily provide the number and type of 

wheelchair liveable housing units required in their area. The new Social Housing 

Application Form was launched by the Department in April 2021 (renewed 

further in Q.1 2022) and for the first time it has a specific field for the 

requirement of Wheelchair Liveable housing. Going forward this valuable 

information, and associated software programmes such as ihouse, will facilitate 
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ease of access to information on the number of wheelchair liveable houses 

required.  

HOWEVER, all housing applications approved before April 2021 did not have 

this specific field and therefore local authorities have to review individual 

application forms, together with supporting documentation and reports, to 

establish how many wheelchair liveable housing units are required.  

If a local authority does not know the number and type of wheelchair liveable 

houses required it is very difficult for them to plan with housing developers and 

social housing providers for the future, or to report on progress. This 

information on housing needs should be readily available for the public to 

inform housing planners and housing developers in each area.  

 Irish Wheelchair Association has representatives on 29 of the 30 Housing & 

Disability Steering Groups where many local authorities state that they do not 

have the resources to retrospectively review existing approved social housing 

applicants to establish how many wheelchair liveable houses are required. This 

is a once off project that needs to be completed as a matter of urgency to 

support planning, design, and delivery. 

Currently there are no statistics on the number of permanent wheelchair users 

in Ireland and this question is not covered in the Irish Census. This data, when 

cross referenced with existing data, would greatly inform planning and delivery 

of infrastructure and services for the future across many areas including the 

built environment, the great outdoors, transport, education, health, 

employment, and so on. It is too late for the 2022 census, but this needs to be 

actioned now for inclusion in the following censes. 
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The introduction of the new Housing Strategy for Disabled People is welcomed 
but does not go far enough to make a difference. 

 The Government plans to build 33,000 new units, on average, per annum up to 
and including 2030. This will include, on average, 10,000 social housing units, 
4,000 homes for Affordable Purchase, 2,000 Cost Rental homes and 17,000 
private homes. 

 At present all these units will be built to the existing Part M of the Building 
Regulations (2010) which does not include wheelchair liveable this means 
people with disabilities will be left behind again. 

According to the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission (IHREC) report;  

‘Discrimination and Inequality in Housing in Ireland, June 2018’,  

people with disabilities are:  

• More than twice as likely to report discrimination relating to housing  

• Over 1.6 times more likely to live in poor conditions, such as living in damp 

housing, lacking central heating, or living in an area with neighbourhood 

problems  

• More than one in four homeless people have a disability   

Think Housing, Build Accessible campaign is calling for an amendment to the 
Building Regulations, Part M 2010 (Section 3 Access and Use) to raise the baseline 
accessibility standards. 

• The technical guidance documents need to be updated to include guidance 
for wheelchair liveable housing including Universal Design + and Universal 
Design ++ standards. 

 

• Adequate provision of fully wheelchair liveable homes must be included in 
this government’s ambitious housing programme. 

 
In the National Housing Strategy for Disabled People 2022 – 2027 emphasis is 
placed  on providing more equal access to housing for disabled people with 
integrated support services. It also promotes their inclusion in the community 
and aims to give people appropriate choices and control over where, how and 
with whom they live. 
 

https://www.ihrec.ie/app/uploads/2018/06/Discrimination-and-Inequality-in-Housing-in-Ireland..pdf
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9.3.1 Theme 1 – Accessible housing and communities’ references 50% of the new 
pipeline delivery being reserved for disabled people in each local authority i.e. 
being wheelchair liveable meeting the Centre for Excellence in Universal Design 
UD Home recommendations. 
 
 However, UD homes are not necessarily wheelchair liveable homes whereas UD 
+ and UD++ are wheelchair liveable standards. 
 
For example, a person using a powered wheelchair requires a 900mm opening 
on all doors and they need a 2400mm turning circle to be able to turn around in 
their chair in every room in the home. 
UD guidance for doors is 800mm – excluding a powerchair user from entering the 
home. 
 
UD guidance for turning circle is 1500mm – Powerchair user would not be able 
to turn around in any room of the house. 
 
In the UK Part M document detailed guidance was provided for three categories 

of dwellings  

1. Visitable dwelling 

2. Accessible and adaptable dwellings 

3. Wheelchair user dwellings 

Irish Technical Guidance Document, Part M falls well short of UK only catering for 

visitable dwellings. 

The aim of the new Housing for all Government housing policy  is: 

“Everyone in the State should have access to a home to purchase or rent at 

an affordable price, built to a high standard and in the right place, offering 

a high quality of life. “ 

 

If all social and private houses continue to be built to the current building 

regulations standards Part M, there will be no provision made for wheelchair 

liveable homes and local government will have to continue to retrofit the existing 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/ef5ec-housing-for-all-a-new-housing-plan-for-ireland/
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stock and will also have to increase the budget for the disabled persons housing 

grant which is a foolish and false economy.  

 

 Government must review Part M of the Building regulations to ensure wheelchair 

liveable homes are included in the 9,500 new social houses planned annually for 

the next 5 years. Money does not appear to be an issue; Part M policy is the 

barrier for wheelchair users. 

The cost of Building homes to a higher accessibility standard is lower at design 

stage than retrofitted at a later stage. 

 

Irish Wheelchair Association Representatives 

Opening Statement presented by Rosaleen Lally National Access Programme 

Manager IWA and Joan Carthy National Advocacy Manager IWA, accompanied by 

the following witnesses Brian Condon National Property Projects Manager IWA 

Contact: 

Rosaleen Lally rosaleen.lally@iwa.ie  

Joan Carthy joan.carthy@iwa.ie  

Brian Condon Brian.Condon@iwa.ie  
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