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Anne-Marie Lynch, Clerk 
Joint Committee on Housing, Local Government and Heritage  
Leinster House  
Dublin 2   D02 XR20  
E-mail: jchlgh@oireachtas.ie 
RE:  Opening Statement on PLS of the General Scheme of the Electoral Reform Bill 
 
May 24, 2021 
 
Dear Ms Lynch, 
 
As a growing all island Party, the Green Party/Comhaontas Glas recognises the importance of the 
leadership this Committee is undertaking, the complexity of its task, and the positive political 
transformation that its work on the Electoral Reform Bill will bring about.   In particular, The Green 
Party/Comhaontas Glas understands the challenges around the dynamic nature of technological 
innovation across international borders and through the development of new ICT platforms. 

In line with its core values of participatory democracy, social justice, and good governance, the 
Green Party/Comhaontas Glas would like to highlight the need for an equal playing field for all 
voters and candidates aspiring to elected positions, particularly those who have not been 
traditionally involved in politics and may not have the technological or linguistic expertise to be fully 
cognisant of the issues raised recently in the media i.e. the non-statutory use of the electoral 
register, and the unethical use of social media platforms to micro target constituents to influence 
international election results.   The Green Party/Comhaontas Glas advocates for a transparent 
electoral process that uses plain language to ensure appropriate access to the register for statutory 
purposes. 

Party Operations  
The Green Party/Comhaontas Glas has an outsourced Data Protection Officer with in-house data 
champions.  Electoral data is used for electoral purposes in line with GDPR and our Party objectives 
to promote active participation in the political process, as well as informing, educating and involving 
the public in politics. The Green Party/Comhaontas Glas does not maintain copies of unmarked 
registers.  Our data protection officer uses standard contractual clauses to monitor all aspects of the 
Party’s affiliated work. 
 
The Green Party/Comhaontas Glas is committed to ongoing continuous improvement and GDPR best 
practice.  As such our data protection officer champions work directly with elected representatives, 
as separate data controllers, (and their staff) on an ongoing basis in addition to the direct support 
provided through the Oireachtas. 

The Green Party/Comhaontas Glas holds two scanned copies of marked registers from 2019 and 
2020. These registers are stored on secure EU-based servers and are subject to strict access control 
at The Green Party/Comhaontas Glas Head Office.  Any membership data is stored in Ireland.  Use of 
the marked registers is subject to the required data protection impact assessment (DPIA) by the Data 
Protection Officer to ensure that all risks associated with processing the data are accounted for and 
appropriately mitigated against in advance.   The marked registers are not distributed.   
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Marked registers are used for anonymised voter engagement.  Personal data is not 
used.   The identification of voter preference and engagement patterns, which I would 
note is dependent on resourcing and dictated by data protection safeguarding, is used 
to optimise electoral strategy.   As a growing Party, and contingent on available 
resourcing, the future intention is to utilise data for the creation of anonymised heat 
maps to improve canvassing efficiencies and overall electoral success; specifically, how 
we get more people engaged in voting, how we support a wider understanding of the voting 
process, and how we work to ensure all votes are counted.  The Green Party/Comhaontas Glas’ 
Constitutional commitment to gender balance mandates Party members, officers, and 
representatives meet a 60/40 ratio, as well as being purposeful about the inclusion of citizens who 
have not participated in the electoral process to date. 

The Green Party/Comhaontas Glas views online advertising as an integral part of campaigning across 
multiple platforms.  The Green Party/Comhaontas Glas bans the overseas purchase of political 
advertising.  The Party would highlight to the Committee its ongoing concerns around online 
mobilisation which is targeted and dangerous to the wellbeing of elected candidates and 
representatives, as well as its associated concerns about transparency,  misinformation and 
interference on social media in particular.  Clear and timely support from social media stakeholders, 
and improved transparency in online advertising would be a valuable output from the Commission.  
In particular, there is an urgent need for the use of plain language for social media purchasers and 
consumers that moves beyond costing, content creation and campaign deadlines to provide 
transparency on topics such as micro targeting criteria and the impact of associated incremental 
spend, what actions constitute noncompliance, and how exactly noncompliance is escalated.  

The fees and resourcing required for accessing targeted advertising creates an uneven playing field 
amongst parties, particularly for independent candidates attempting to access the political arena.  
Online advertising thresholds currently favour larger political parties.   The Green Party/Comhaontas 
Glas is aware anecdotally from elected representatives of regional voter interests, and promotes 
topical areas of interest by region, age, and gender in response.   Limited budget and other 
resourcing is a significant issue that needs to be addressed by the Electoral Reform Commission in 
order to ensure a) there is a level playing field for all candidates aspiring to political positions and b) 
parity of electorate access across political parties during campaigns. 

The Right to Vote in a Free and Fair Election 
The Green Party/Comhaontas Glas believes that the 60% of the population on the electoral register 
is not representative of current Irish society. The Party does a significant amount of outreach 
throughout the year, beyond electoral periods, to engage with a variety of stakeholders including 
the Irish Traveller Network, the Immigrant Council of Ireland,  as well as second and third level 
educational institutions and access programmes.  The Electoral Reform Commission has the unique 
opportunity now to create a waiting list of young people by embedding electoral education in 
secondary schools; this would ensure a wider understanding of voter rights and responsibilities, and 
facilitate engagement at the first opportunity at the age of 18 years.   The Green Party/Comhaontas 
Glas would further advocate for a reduction in this voting age from 18 years to 16 years of age. 
 

While it is impossible to keep pace with the rapidly evolving technological developments on social 
media, ensuring plain language and transparent processes is a critical next step in electoral reform.  
Complex privacy laws and permissions are not in plain language that is accessible for many voter 
segments.  There is a lack of transparency for online political adverts for the average person.  It is 
essential to provide plain language materials for the electorate in order to engage people in an 
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accessible and understandable manner. The more complicated things are, the less 
people feel that their voice makes a difference in politics. Perhaps, that is part of the 
reason we are seeing declining numbers across all areas of the island in terms of voter 
turnout. 

Embedding Constitutional mandates across other political parties on gender and 
diversity would promote a more inclusive Irish electoral system.   With the leadership of our own 
Minister of State, Deputy Malcolm Noonan, Deputy Steven Matthews as this Committee’s Chair, and 
Deputy Francis Noel Duffy, The Green Party/Comhaontas Glas welcomes the opportunity to work 
together to embed cross-party initiatives such as the three examples noted above in the 
Commission’s work from the outset.  

Despite being in its 40th year, The Green Party/Comhaontas Glas would again highlight for the 
Committee’s consideration the resourcing advantages implicit to larger parties, and the fact these 
extend outside of the electoral cycle at party, candidate and electorate levels.  Growing parties do 
not have resources to harness tools such as electoral registers, and/or hire staff with the tech and 
other expertise to fully leverage online advertising and mitigate against online disinformation, voter 
intimidation and suppression through demobilisation messaging. 

This  is a significant issue that can be addressed in a meaningful way by the Electoral Commission to 
give voters a greater sense of agency and ensure a more representative electorate of Irish society.   
The introduction of graduated Party supports to facilitate equity, and development of a tool that 
benchmarks electoral register best practice would further mitigate against punitive resourcing 
obstacles.   

The Green Party/Comhaontas Glas recognises the necessity of competitive advantage in the 
electoral process, however, this must be managed within a level playing field with systems in place 
to prevent a growing divide.  

The Green Party/Comhaontas Glas applauds the Committee’s work to modernise electoral law, to 
make it easier to vote, and ultimately safeguard election integrity.  We look forward to advances in 
the Electoral Reform Bill that facilitate access to a participatory and representational democracy 
which sees inclining numbers in voter turnout across all areas.   

Thank you again for the opportunity to input to the Committee on this invaluable piece of work.  
Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions in this regard. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Maura Rose McMahon 
General Secretary 
 
 

 


