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Cathaoirleach, thank you for affording me the opportunity to present to you and the 

Committee today these two sets of proposed Planning Regulations. 

 

The two sets of regulations consist of the Planning and Development Act 2000 

(Exempted Development) (No. 3) Regulations 2021, which concerns planning 

exemptions for restaurants to operate as takeaways for the remainder of 2021, and 

the Planning and Development (Street Furniture Fees) Regulations 2021 which 

waive the section 254 street furniture license fees for the remainder of 2021 for 

tables and chairs associated with outdoor dining.  

 

A third set of Regulations, which do not require the approval of both Houses of the 

Oireachtas, is being progressed simultaneously and provides for the erection of 

awnings, coverings and other similar apparatus for outdoor dining to be a licenced 

activity under section 254 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, 

when it is linked with a street furniture licence for tables and chairs under that 

section. This will mean that proposals for the installation of awnings, coverings and 

other similar apparatus to facilitate outdoor dining will no longer be subject to 

planning permission and will instead be dealt with under the street furniture licensing 

regime in association with the provision of outdoor tables and chairs.  

 

Like many other sectors, the hospitality and restaurant sector, and indeed the wider 

tourism sector, have suffered the brunt of the Covid pandemic, both this year and 

last year. They have been the subject of both temporary closure of business for 

considerable periods of time as well as other restrictions which have taken a heavy 

toll. The Government is committed to providing necessary supports to assist these 

sectors as much as is reasonably feasible with a view to facilitating their recovery as 

the current Covid restrictions are eased and eventually lifted over the coming 

summer months.  
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The two sets of planning Regulations that I am presenting to you today, in 

conjunction with the third set of Regulations that I have just mentioned on the 

provision of awnings and other similar apparatus to facilitate outdoor dining, are 

practical measures that are within my remit. There is, at last, some light at the end of 

the tunnel in relation to the re-opening of activities and the wider economy further to 

the roll-out of the HSE vaccination programme and I would be hopeful that these 

measures – combined with other measures being taken by the Government – will be 

somewhat helpful in enabling these sectors to get back up and running over the 

coming months. 

 

Planning and Development Act 2000 (Exempted Development) (No. 3) 

Regulations 2021 

The first set of draft Regulations that I have laid before the Oireachtas are entitled 

the Planning and Development Act 2000 (Exempted Development) (No. 3) 

Regulations 2021. These draft Regulations propose to provide the same exemptions 

for restaurants as were provided last year under the Planning and Development Act 

2000 (Exempted Development) (No. 2) Regulations 2020, which have now expired.  

 

The draft Regulations amend Class 14, of Part 1 of Schedule 2 to the Principal 

Planning Regulations to allow restaurants that do not have a specific permission to 

operate as takeaways and/or as a delivery service to operate for this purpose until 

31 December 2021 without having to apply for change of use planning permission. 

 

This will facilitate such restaurants to continue operations and to provide food for 

consumption both on-premises (initially outdoor only) and off-premises, thereby 

enhancing the viability of their operations and assisting in the maintenance of jobs as 

Covid-related restrictions are eased on a phased basis over the remainder of the 

year.  

 

Planning and Development (Street Furniture Fees) Regulations 2021 

The second set of draft Regulations that I have laid before the Oireachtas – the Draft 

Planning and Development (Street Furniture Fees) Regulations 2021 – propose to 

waive the fees chargeable for street furniture licences under section 254 of the 

Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, and Schedule 12, Part 1 of the 

associated Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended, in order to 

assist in reducing the cost burden for hotels, restaurants, public houses and other 

establishments where food is sold for consumption.  

 

 

In this regard, the street furniture licence fee for installing tables and chairs to 

facilitate the consumption of food outside hotels, restaurants, public houses and 

other establishments is being reduced on a time-limited basis for the current year 
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from €125 per table to €0 per table. Furthermore, no fee will be applied – on a 

permanent basis - in respect of the installation of awnings, canopies and heaters etc. 

provided in conjunction with outdoor tables and chairs which, as I have mentioned, it 

is now proposed to include under the street furniture licensing regime rather than the 

normal planning consent regime.  

 

Under the provisions of the Planning and Development Act, I am required to obtain 

Oireachtas approval to any exempted development regulations, or regulations 

amending the fees for street furniture licences, before I can sign them into law. 

Hence the presentation of these regulations to the Committee today.  

 

 

Conclusion 

To conclude Chair, I commend these two sets of draft Regulations to the Committee.  

Having regard to the impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic, the two sets of Regulations 

are part of a package of measures – including the Outdoor Dining Enhancement 

Grant Scheme recently announced by my colleague, the Minister for Tourism, Arts 

and Culture – which are aimed at supporting businesses in adapting new 

approaches to facilitate economic recovery, and increased vibrancy and commercial 

activity in urban areas.  

 

Finally Chair, if – further to today’s presentation to the Committee - these draft 

Regulations are subsequently approved by positive resolution of both Houses of the 

Oireachtas as required under the Planning Act, they will come into force as soon as 

they are signed by me. If approved by the Oireachtas, it would be my intention to 

sign the regulations into law at the earliest opportunity. 

 

Thank you for your attention. 

 

 

 

 


